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The Editor welcomes interesting news items, reports etc. for publication. Items for inclusion in Focus should be 

accompanied by the name of the originator, which may be withheld from print if requested. The aims of Focus are: 

 

 To produce a non-political monthly magazine serving the people of the parish of Thorverton, providing 

them with information on activities in the parish; 

 For the magazine to be one that villagers are proud of; 

 To provide a window for those outside Thorverton to see what the village has to offer; 

 To promote local businesses through advertising; and 

 To run at a small annual profit, but with surplus funds put to support village organisations for the benefit of 

Thorverton residents. 

 

Items for publication, adverts, changes to adverts, Diary entries, changes to Thorverton Information lists should be 

sent to the Editor, preferably as plain text in an email, or as a Word doc file or a pdf file email attachment (to 

focusonthorverton@yahoo.co.uk) by the 20
th
 of the month prior to publication please. 

Computer file formats: We prefer plain text files: .ODT files, .DOC files, .RTF files and .WPS files because our 
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COMMERCIAL ADVERTISEMENTS 

 

The following advertising charges apply: 

 

 Maximum dimensions COST per ENTRY FULL YEAR (11 entries) 

Half page 18.2 cm x 12.2 cm £5.00   £50.00 

Quarter page 8.5 cm x 12.2 cm £2.50   £25.00 

One-eighth page 8.5 cm x 5.8 cm  £1.50   £15.00 

 

LOCAL ORGANISATION and CHARITIES ADVERTISEMENTS 

  COST per ENTRY 

Half page   £3.00 

Quarter or one-eighth page   free of charge 

 

Front Cover: Thorfest poster by Ant Barron 

 

The opinions and views expressed by contributors within the magazine are not necessarily those of Focus 

producers or of the Focus Committee. 

mailto:focusonthorverton@yahoo.co.uk
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Editorial 
I hope that you have enjoyed the summer as much as 

I have.  I had a week in South Wales, but otherwise 

have spent most of the past three months in and 

around the village.  And what better way to spend the 

summer when the weather is decent, as it has been 

for most of the summer - for a pleasant change after a 

run of not so good summers.  The village is looking 

good, with thanks to those who maintain floral 

displays, and the allotments have been generally 

productive. 

 

I mentioned a few months ago that I hoped to be 

cycling in to Exeter at least one day a week as my 

office had moved to a central city location.  I have 

managed to exceed that aim.  The ride out to Upton 

Pyne has been beautiful in the summer mornings, so 

peaceful and always something different to look at.    

 

I am very excited about the prospects of Thorverton’s 

first beer and music festival on Saturday 7
th
 

September.  Two things that I really appreciate, 

together in one day, and all on our doorstep:  what 

could be better?  I won’t be missing this event. 

 

Several of the musicians will be well known to many 

of you already.  Backbench Rebellion, feature Ed 

Crawford on vocals and guitar, Joe Pym on lead 

guitar and backing vocals and Duncan Pym on drums 

and backing vocals.  They have already played in the 

village, including on New Year’s Eve and I can 

vouch for the fact that they are talented young 

musicians, well worth listening to.  Indeed, I think 

that they have quite a following. 

 

I had not heard of Liar in the Light before, until a CD 

arrived over the summer (luckily narrowly avoiding 

being chewed by Pebbles!).  This group includes 

local singer, accordion player and pianist, Raddon 

Stephenson.  I was blown away by their CD which 

showed musical maturity far beyond their years.  I 

look forward to hearing them perform. 

 

Some of you may notice that the Letters page and For 

Sale notices, which generally follow the Editorial and 

Contents page, are not there this month.  The truth is 

that over the past two months we only had one 

contribution that I would call a letter – and I am 

adopting a fairly broad interpretation of the word, 

including not just written manuscript but also email 

messages and even texts, indeed I would probably 

include an answerphone message if I received one 

that sounded like a letter.  I know that villagers have 

plenty to say about things, so don’t be shy about 

getting it into Focus. 

 

The For Sale section was something intended to help 

those of you who have relatively low value items that 

you want to sell to a good home (perhaps you don’t 

even worry about that final criterion).  Again, I know 

that there are things being sold because I have seen 

notices in the Portakabin so, again, don’t be shy but 

let Focus help you sell items.  We don’t charge for a 

single small advertisement on our For Sale page. 

 

Get writing – and selling.  But first of all enjoy 

Thorfest and help to make it a success. 

 

Neville Lane, Editor 
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Thorverton Parish Council  

 

 

Report of the July meeting of the Parish 

Council 
 

  

 
 

Planning Matters 
No planning decisions had been received. 

One application was considered, ref 13/00762/LBC Listed Buildings consent for replacement fenestration and 

internal alterations at Brook Lodge, Silver Street. 

The Chairman reported that he and Cllr Thomas had attended a useful planning session at MDDC which had 

covered such topics as recent changes in planning legislation, Neighbourhood Planning, permitted development 

rights and the Community Infrastructure Levy. 

 

Recreation Ground 
Cllr Sims had painted the climbing frame with approved paint.  He and Cllr Mitchell intended to fit the new seats to 

the small swings as soon as possible.  Quotes had also been requested for several items relating to the play area. 

 

Highways Matters 

The Council would thank DCC Highways for making such a good job of trimming back the hedge along part of 

Silver Street and cleaning Cleaves Steps. After deliberation, it was agreed that Highways should be asked to draw a 

white line on the road in School Lane, similar to that in Bullen Street but without the wording, to discourage 

parking near the school and hopefully ease traffic problems in that area. It was also agreed that DCC should be 

asked to pursue the re-instatement of the footpath that had been ploughed and recently planted with swedes ( next 

to the Millennium Green), as soon as possible. 

 

Report from Ros Davies, DCC  

Ros Davies gave an enlightening talk on the Parish Paths Partnership, an arrangement whereby the Parish Council 

received a grant from DCC to maintain or improve footpaths within the parish.  The scheme would require the 

completion of an annual survey of the general condition of footpaths.  

 

Report from D/Cllr Bob Deed 

D/Cllr Deed informed the Council of likely changes to police numbers to March 2017;  it was understood that the 

number of police officers in the Devon and Cornwall authority would fall by 20 to 3,070 and that the number of 

PCSOs would reduce by 54 to 360,although it was intended that Special Constable numbers would increase.  Cllr 

Deed also brought to Council’s attention Health Watch Devon and the Community Health Watch scheme which 

was currently being piloted by Newton St Cyres. 

 

Next meeting 

The next meeting of the Parish Council will take place at 7.30pm on Tuesday, 10
th

 September 2013 in the 

Memorial Hall. An agenda is displayed before meetings on the Parish Notice Board in School Lane. 

 

Jane Lane, Parish Clerk 

 

 

Telephone: 01392 861062, email:thorvertonclerk@aol.com 
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Notice Board 
 

RENOVATIONS & NEW DEVELOPMENTS 

There will be a  

PUBLIC MEETING 

 

On Monday 9
th

 September, 7.00 pm 

 

In the Memorial Hall  

 
This is the opportunity to hear about the Hall 

Committee’s proposals for improving the Hall 

before they are submitted for planning approval.  

During the first part of the meeting (for about 

half-an-hour) it will be possible to inspect the 

plans and talk to members of the Committee.  At 

around 7.30 the reasons for, and anticipated 

benefits of, the proposed changes will be 

explained after which there will be ample time 

for questions and comments.  Please do come 

along to listen or have your say. 

 

ALL WELCOME 
 

 

Advice Surgery with local MP 
 

Local MP, Mel Stride, will be holding an advice 

surgery in the Thorverton Arms on  

Saturday 20th October 

Appointments are necessary, so if you do want to talk 

to Mel please contact his office on 01392 823306 to 

make an appointment.   

 

If you want to receive Mel's monthly email bulletin 

SNAPSHOT, visit www.melstridemp.co.uk. 

 

Mum and Toddlers/Baby Group 
 

Held at the Memorial Hall, Thorverton  

Every Wednesday morning 9.30-11.30  

 

 cost £2.00 
 

 this includes a tea or coffee, a snack for your 

little one, toys, activities and friendly faces!  

 

If you want any further information please call 

Wendy Coles on 01392 861283 (Toddler Rep) 

 

 

 

Sylv and Anne’s 

CHATTER CAFÉ 
 

2-30pm to 4-4/30pm 

Every Monday at the WI Hut 

 

(Excluding Bank Holidays) 

 
Tea/Coffee          50p 

Slice of cake       50p 

Meeting others    Free 

Fun /laughter       Free 

Waitress service  Free 

Washing up         Nil 

Yearly party        Free 

 

Can you afford not to come? 

  

 

 

Thorverton Church Consort Practices 
 

Thursdays In church from 7:45 to 9 p.m. 

Thursdays from 7.45 to 9 p.m. in church 

  

September 19th 

October 3rd, 10th and 31st 

November 7th and 28th (Christmas I) 

December 5th (Christmas II), 12th (Christmas III) 

and 19th (Christmas IV) 

 

December 22nd, 5 pm Carol Service 

   

Thorverton Church Junior Consort 

practices 
  

Mondays from 3.30 to 4.30 p.m. 

In school unless otherwise stated. 

  

September 16th and 30th 

October 14th and 28th (at 1 The Glebe at 3 p.m.) 

November 4th and 25th 

December 9th and 16th (in church until 4.45 p.m.) 

  

December 22nd Carol Service at 5 pm 

  

We welcome new members to both Consorts. 

Further details from Mary Thomas 01392 860730 

and Heather Kershaw 01392 860419 
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TAG  
Thorverton Art Group 

 

FRIDAYS FROM 9:30 

@ THORVERTON MEMORIAL HALL.   
 

 
NEW MEMBERS VERY WELCOME 

 

TRIAL WEEK FREE - JUST TURN UP! 
 

You are invited to a 

 

Travelling Trends 
 

Fashion Show 
 

At the WI Hut 
 

On Tuesday 19th November 
 

Have fun and help raise funds 

 

Tickets £4 – to include free glass of wine or soft 

drink – on sale from October 

 

Contact Barbara on 860878 

 

 

Jewellery classes are back in The Bridge  

Stoke Canon Church 

 

starting on Tuesday September 24th  

 

at 2-4pm and 7-9pm 

 

Cost £3 per session + any beads used 

 

For further info please contact Gwynneth  

Keehner 01392 860397 

 
 

 

Macmillan Coffee Morning. 
 

28th September 2013 
 

At The Alley at The Exeter Inn Thorverton 
 

10-30am until 12-30 
 

Also on the same day you can have  
Tea and cakes 

In Aid of Marie Curie 
 

At The Alley at The Exeter Inn Thorverton 

 
3-30pm until 5-30 

 

Both events will cost £3-00 each. 
 

Hope to see you there. 

 

 

 

Charity Quiz Nights 

 

at the THORVERTON ARMS 

Usually on the first Sunday evening each month 

 

1
st
 September 

for Devon Air Ambulance 

 

Teams of up to 5  £1 per person to the named charity 

7 for 7.30pm start 

If any village charities would like to be the named 

charity for a quiz, and add to the funds raised by 

running a raffle etc, please contact us. 

e: info@thethorvertonarms.co.uk          t: 860205 
 

Community Market 
 

Saturday 14 September  10am to 1pm  
 

Crediton Town Square. 

Do you have surplus fruit, vegetables, herbs or 
flowers from your garden or smallholding? Bring 
them along to sell or swap or just give away at the 
Community Market. 

Bring your own shelter and table [or a basket of 
produce]. No charge - just a donation towards our 
expenses. No produce? Then come and buy! 

 

mailto:info@thethorvertonarms.co.uk
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THORVERTON COUNTRY SHOW 

 
 
 
 
 

       

    THORVERTON 

MEMORIAL HALL 

 

TUESDAY 3rd SEPTEMBER 
 

EYES DOWN 7.30PM 

 

50p per ticket (8 games) 
Soft Drinks and Snacks available (no Bar) 

 

The Hot Supper Club presents: 

 

SHANGHAI SPECIAL 

 
Lily Neal’s tales of food and fun in China 

and a delicious Chinese meal 
 

Friday 20th September at Upton Pyne Village Hall 

 7pm for 7.30pm  

 

Tickets £8.50 available from Linda Findlay 01392 841402  

or email friendsofuptonpyne@yahoo.co.uk 

 
Friends of Upton Pyne  -  helping to care for our village church and its grounds 

 
 

mailto:friendsofuptonpyne@yahoo.co.uk
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Family Dog Show & Car Boot Sale 
 

Sunday 15
th

 Sept 
  

Chamberlains Farm, Brampford Speke 
 

 Car Boot Sale from 1pm 

 Dog Show entries taken from 1pm 
 DOG SHOW COMMENCES 2PM 

  

 FUN  CLASSES   FOR  ALL  DOGS  £1  per  class 
  

Plus Prize Draw: Refreshments : Cake Stall 
 

Cut Heating Bills this Winter - Talks by low carbon guru and micro-yacht sailor Mukti Mitchell and draught buster 

Brian Harper  

Wednesday 25
th
 September  

19:00 to 21:30   

Boniface Centre, Crediton 

Mukti Mitchell and Brian Harper will be offering practical tips to make our homes more energy efficient and 

warm this winter.  Mukti sailed around Britain for 6 months in the revolutionary zero-emission micro-yacht 

Explorer, promoting low carbon living as easy, fun, money saving and improving quality of life. He will be talking 

about his trip and about how to treat heat loss through insulation, draught proofing and secondary glazing.    Brian  

runs Energy Tracers, a company that does thermal imaging surveys to identify draughts and areas of heat loss.  

 

Upton Pyne & District Garden Club 
 

are pleased to welcome the leader of Torbay & South Devon Branch of the RSPB 

 

 Mr John Allan presenting a talk on Garden Birds  
 

John Allan has been a volunteer speaker for 10 years and has won the RSPB President’s award for best speaker 

 

Upton Pyne Village Hall    

Monday 16th September   –   at 7.30pm 

 
Everyone is welcome to join us – there will be a charge of £2.50 for non-members – 

refreshments available 
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Thorverton Post Office & TCT newsagents/stationers 

Quarry Car Park, Lynch Road 

Thorverton   01392 860455 

offering a very wide range of post office services, newspapers, magazines, stationery, posting and packing 

materials, laundry service, photocopying – service with a smile! 

 

Mon – Fri  9.00 – 5.30 (closed 1.00-2.00) Sat  9.00 – 12.00  

Sun 9.00 – 10.30   TCT paper shop only 

 

 

 

 

DEVON SCHOOL OF BRIDGE 

 

Bridge lessons for 

Absolute Beginners, Improvers and 

Club Players 

Classes begin in September at Exeter, 

Silverton and Spreyton 

 

For full details contact Mike Gregory on 

01398 341458 or 07585442628 

www.bridgewebs.com/devonbridge 



Concert by  
the Exeter Male Voice Choir 

 
Saturday, November 16th 

at 7.30 p.m 
 

in Thorverton Church 
 

 

 

 
Great West Run 2013 

Runners are sought to join team Hospiscare on 

Sunday 13th October 2013.  The Great West Run is 
back with a new route and new feel. 
 
It doesn’t matter if you’re not a regular runner, 
there is still time to get fit and running before 
October.  If this is something that interests you, 
please do give Celia a call on 01392 68805. 

SILVERTON LINK UP 
Voluntary Drivers Scheme for Wyndham House and 

Exe Valley Surgeries Patients 

The volunteer drivers are Jean Hawkins 860849, John 

Keily 861545, Doreen Beer 860731, Stephen Roach 

861042, Mary Smith 861916 and Dave Sleep 860678  

LINK UP service takes patients with medical 

appointments from home to surgery or hospitals in 

the area.  If you require transport contact one of the 

drivers mentioned above, giving them as much notice 

as possible.  If you use the service a realistic donation 

towards the drivers expenses would be appreciated.  

Payment is paid direct to the driver who issues a 

receipt. 

It may not always be possible to arrange a lift, as all 

our drivers are volunteers and cannot be expected to 

turn out on every occasion, although they will do 

their best. 

Roger Higman (Link Up co-ordinator) 860571 

rogerhigman@homecall.co.uk 

 

 

 

This season’s honey will soon be available 

 

If you have an unwanted honey bee 

swarm, I may be able to collect/remove 

them? 

 

 

Contact:    Brian Goss,  

Little Dunsaller, Thorverton, 

EX5 5PJ,  

Tel: 01392 860210 
 

 

mailto:rogerhigman@homecall.co.uk


Focus on Thorverton  Vol. 44 No.8- September 2013 
 

 

8 

  

 

Exploring Ethics 

 

Three Christians explore key ethical issues 

 

26
th
 September @ 7.30pm, Boniface Centre 

 

Is the Bible Green? 

Professor David Horrell, University of Exeter 

 

 

10
th
 October @ 7.30pm, Crediton Parish Church 

(Lady Chapel) 

 

Equal Marriage 

Erika Baker, group contact for Changing 

Attitude, Bath & Wells Diocese 

 

 

24
th
 October @ 7.30pm, Boniface Centre 

 

Beginning of Life Issues 

Dr Cherryl Hunt, University of Exeter 

 

 

Each presentation will last for approximately 30 

minutes followed by refreshments and an opportunity 

for discussion 

 

SOMETHING A LITTLE BIT DIFFERENT      

                                                     

THE CADBURY CHURCHYARD TEA! 

 
Saturday 7

th
 September 

 

In the Churchyard (or Church if wet) from 2-30pm until 4-30pm 
 

Teas in Cadbury are famous for an abundance of delicious savouries and scrumptious cakes, and all 

home-made!                                                                                                                                                           

We will use the pathways of the churchyard, and ask that everyone brings their own picnic chair to sit on. Why not 

ask your family and friends along, and let’s see if we can fill all the paths!  You will be served at your seat.   

This tea is to raise funds for Church funds, and in particular the refurbishment of the bell-ropes, now that we have a 

team of trainee ringers in the parish. Charge of £5 per head with children under 10 FREE! We are hoping that 

experienced ringers will come along and ring the bells for the half-hours before and after the tea!     

 

Please contact Lyn Green (01884 855340) with any queries or offers of help. 
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Parish Church Services and News 

SEPTEMBER 2013 SERVICES & INFORMATION 

The Netherexe Parishes - A Mission Community in the Diocese of Exeter  

 

Sunday 1 September 2013 Trinity 14 
 

08:00 am Holy Communion  [BCP] Newton St Cyres  DC 

10:00 am Service With A Smile ☺ Brampford Speke  Lay-Led  

10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Poltimore   DD 

 & Special Meeting of Parishioners 

10:00 am Service of The Word    Stoke Canon   Lay-Led  

10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Thorverton   JD 

11:15 am Holy Communion   [C] Rewe    DC 

06:30 pm Evening Prayer  [BCP] Cadbury DD 

06:30 pm Service of The Word   Newton St Cyres  JD 

 

Sunday 8 September 2013 Trinity 15 
 

08:00 am Holy Communion  [BCP] Thorverton   DD 

10:00 am Family Service of The Word   ☺ Newton St Cyres   Lay-Led  

10:00 am Holy Communion    [C] Stoke Canon   DC 

11:15 am Holy Communion   [C] Upton Pyne    DD & AA 

06:30 pm Evening Prayer  [BCP] Huxham  DC 

 

Sunday 15 September 2013 Trinity 16 
 

09:00 am Holy Communion      [C] Brampford Speke        DD 

10:00 am Holy Communion   [C] Cadbury    DC 

11:15 am Service of The Word Harvest     Poltimore   DD 

11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Rewe AA 

05:00 pm Holy Communion  [C] Stoke Canon  DC & AA 

 

Wednesday 18 September  2013  
 

09:30 am Holy Communion  [BCP] Thorverton    

 

Sunday 22 September 2013 Trinity 17 
 

10:00 am Service of The Word   Cadbury     Lay-Led  

10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Newton St Cyres   AA & DD 

10:00 am Family Service   Thorverton  Lay-Led  

11:15 am Service of The Word    Rewe  Lay-Led  

11:15 am Service of The Word Harvest  Upton Pyne  DD 

11:30 am Service of The Word Harvest  Huxham  DC 

03:00 pm Service of The Word Harvest   Netherexe  DD & AA 

 

Sunday 29 September 2013 St Michael & All Angels Mission Community Service 
 

11:00 am Holy Communion    [C] Cadbury  Netherexe 

Clergy & 

 Followed by lunch at Fursdon Coach Hall, Cadbury.  Michael & 

Sharon Simpson 

 

Sunday 6 October 2013 Trinity 19 
 

10:00 am Service With A Smile Harvest ☺ Brampford Speke  Lay-Led 

& DC 

10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Poltimore   JD & DD 

10:00 am Service of The Word    Cadbury   Lay-Led  

10:00 am Service of The Word Harvest    Stoke Canon    Lay-Led  

10:00 am Family Service Harvest ☺ Thorverton  AA 

11:15 am Service of The Word Harvest    Rewe    DD 

06:30 pm Evening Prayer  [BCP] Newton St Cyres  DD 
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Services in the Netherexe Parishes 
Your parish churches aim to provide a variety of service types to meet the needs of the whole community.  Most Sunday 

services except those early in the morning include hymns and music. Everyone is welcome at all services 

 

Service With A Smile  These Family Services are designed for all ages and with the needs  

Brampford Speke & Stoke Canon   of young children especially in mind.  They are informal and 

contemporary 

And Family Service Thorverton &  in style often including a children’s activity at the beginning; without  

Newton St Cyres   communion.  Services usually last about 35 minutes and are followed 

by refreshments. 

 

Holy Communion  [C] Traditional service in contemporary language [one hour] 

Holy Communion  [BCP] Traditional service in traditional language [one hour] 

Service of The Word  [SW]  Morning or Evening Service [without communion] in 

  contemporary language, often Lay-Led 

Morning Prayer  [BCP] Traditional Morning Service [Mattins] from the Book of 

  Common Prayer [about an hour] 

Evening Prayer or [BCP] Traditional Evening Service from the Book of Common 

Choral Evensong  Prayer [about an hour] 

 

Daily Morning & Evening Prayer in the Netherexe Parishes 
For daily services the format is generally Book of Common Prayer at Thorverton and Common Worship elsewhere, and the 

timing is about 20-30 minutes.  All are welcome. 

Morning Prayer is said on Mondays at 9.10pm in Stoke Canon church (during the school term, this takes the form of 

Collective Worship for Stoke Canon C. of E. School); on Tuesdays at 9.00am in Stoke Canon Chapel; In Thorverton at 7.30am 

on many weekdays and at 9.00am on Saturdays.  For a list of the days this month on which Morning Prayer will be said at 

Thorverton, please see the notice posted in the church porch at Thorverton and on the website [go to churches section then 

select Thorverton] 

Holy Communion [BCP] is celebrated on one Wednesday in each month at Thorverton at 9.30am; please see service details 

above for this month’s date 

Evening Prayer is said on Tuesdays at 6.00pm in Rewe church and on Thursdays at 5.00pm in Newton St Cyres church. 

 

Variations:  None   

  
Who’s Who …..? Abbreviations Key 

DD The Revd  Preb Douglas Dettmer Rector   01392 860332 

SS The Revd  Preb Sue Sheppard  Associate Minister 01392 841284 

JD The Revd  Julia Dallen   Assistant Curate 01392 861145  

DC The Revd  Dave Carrington   Assistant Curate 01392 841275 

AA The Revd Andy Atkins   Assistant Curate [3 month placement] 

 

Family Services of the Word marked ☺ are led by Lay Teams. For more information about the Netherexe Parishes please see 

www.netherexe.org or contact: 

 

Mrs Margaret Lowe [Administrator] 

Tel: 07594 714590 - Tuesday & Thursday [08:30 – 16:30] 

Email: margaret.admin@netherexe.org 

Correspondence:  The Netherexe Parishes, PO Box 734, Stoke Canon, Exeter, EX5 4WP. 

 

In Touch:  Each month we publish details of all church services, events and activities in our information leaflet called “In 

Touch”.  It is free and printed copies can be found in all of our churches but it is also available on-line from our website at 

www.netherexe.org  or if you would prefer to receive a copy by email, simply send your details to our Administrator  

Margaret Lowe at margaret.admin@netherexe.org and you will be added to the monthly email distribution list. 

 

Would you like a lift to church?  May we offer you a lift to the parish church or to a joint service elsewhere?  

For transport to Sunday services  from locations in Thorverton parish, please ring Steve Rendell on 0139 2 

860780.   

For transport to weekday Holy Communion at Thorverton please ring Margaret Turner -Warwick on 01392 

861173 

For transport from locations in Newton St Cyres parish please contact Mrs Charlotte Dyer on 01392 851618 

For transport from Rewe parish please contact Guy Sheppard on 01392 841284 

http://www.netherexe.org/
mailto:margaret.admin@netherexe.org
http://www.netherexe.org/
mailto:margaret.admin@netherexe.org
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   The church in your community: have your say! 

 
Enclosed with this magazine is a questionnaire about your parish church. 

Do take the opportunity to complete and return it by September 21st - 
the church would very much value your comments 

 
EMMAUS – Exploring Faith 

 

What do I really believe about God?  Is Church a 

waste of time? 

 

Maybe you already have a faith, but wonder where 

it’s leading you and what difference it makes. Have 

you ever thought about being confirmed? 

 

Come and explore the Christian faith at Emmaus  

a course for anyone wanting to know something 

about Christian faith or more about it,  a chance to 

face up to real questions and learn - with no strings 

attached. 

 

It will be happening once a week through the 

Autumn in a small friendly group led by members of 

your local Church of England parish churches, in a 

comfortable and informal setting. 

 

You are very warmly welcome to a ‘taster’ session 

on Monday, October 7th from 7.30 to 9.00 pm . 

 

For further information, contact Bridget Boxall on 

(01392) 841355 or Dave Carrington on (01392) 

841275. 

 

Baptist Church 
Harvest Time Is Here Again (or will be soon)  

 

I am Black Country born and bred so perhaps 

concepts of harvest do not come naturally to me.  I 

was reminded of my origins only a couple of weeks 

ago when, during a visit to friends' in the West 

Midlands we visited the Black Country Museum at 

Dudley.  What a fascinating place!   Over several 

acres they have reconstructed so many scenes of my 

youth and childhood.  I found myself in a sweetshop 

that had been in the street where I was born and lived 

as a child from 1943-8; we wandered along the canal 

bank and saw again the old familiar barges; there 

were chain shops, a coal mine, engine rooms and so 

on.  But the most evocative of all was Providence 

Chapel, a Methodist place of worship that had been 

demolished and then lovingly re-erected, brick by 

brick.  As I walked in and looked around, gazing up 

into the balcony, I was transported back to my youth, 

and remembered that I had sung in this very building 

as a teen-age member of a male voice quartet.  Quite 

an eerie experience. 

 

But from the Black Country back to Devon and 

Harvest.  I had never known farmers and their ways 

before coming to live in Tiverton..We had only been 

here a few months when we visited the home of one 

of our new farming friends.  It was lambing time and 

he obligingly delivered a tiny lamb before our 

amazed eyes.  Harvest takes on a new meaning when 

you can actually see the crops growing and dialogue 

with those who are the stewards of the land.  How 

different from an area of grimy factories and belching 

chimneys where the smoke (still) gets down into your 

throat.  It is a privilege to live in Devon. 

 

And so it will soon be time to celebrate Harvest. 

 Following a very popular visit last year, we at the 

Baptist Church have invited the Exeter Male Voice 

Praise Choir to perform at our Harvest Supper on 

Monday 23rd September.  The service is at 6 pm at 

the chapel, followed by supper at the WI Hut.  We 

hope people from the village will want to attend in 

large numbers and we extend a very warm welcome 

to all. Our traditional Sunday Harvest Service is the 

day before, 22nd September, at 11 am.  Again, you 

will be very welcome. 

 

Harvest time reminds us of all we owe to farmers and 

all those who work on the land. Most of all, the 

season moves us to think with gratitude of all that 

God provides for us in every aspect of our lives, both 

material and spiritual. 

 

All good gifts around us  

Are sent from heaven above, 

Then thank the Lord, O thank the Lord, 

For all His love. 
 

Maurice Harrison  
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Royal British Legion 
 

       
      Thorverton Branch 

 

 
On behalf of the Thorverton Branch of the Royal 

British Legion I would like to thank everyone who 

supported our cream tea in August which raised more 

than £700! 

 

In excess of 150 delicious teas were served and many 

were delivered at homes by Alex Fice!  My thanks go 

to Claire & Rhys Roberts for hosting the event and to 

Penny, Alex and friends who worked so hard to make 

the day such a success - well done, we all enjoyed it. 

 

 
 

 
 

 
Peter Furneaux, Chairman 

 

Thorfest 

On September 7
th
, Thorverton will hold its first ever 

Beer and Music Festival in the Memorial Hall – 

Thorfest. 

The event is purely not-for-profit and has been 

organised to raise funds for the village Memorial 

Hall, the PTFA and the local pre-school. Run by the 

people of Thorverton, it aims to bring the whole 

community together and attract people from outside 

the village via the CAMRA (campaign for real ale) 

newsletter.  

The event has been kindly sponsored by a number of 

local businesses, and many people are giving their 

time to make the event a success. 

Twelve ales, three ciders and an alcoholic ginger beer 

will be available on the day. The first 300 through the 

door will get a commemorative glass and a 

programme for the day, complete with tasting notes 

and further information on the beers. Food will be 

available throughout the day, and music will be 

performed throughout the afternoon by local artists, 

with four live bands kicking off the evening session 

and playing through until 11:00pm.  

Doors open at 12:00pm – we look forward to seeing 

you there! 

 

Bernie Samuel 

 



Focus on Thorverton  Vol. 44 No.8- September 2013 
 

 

13 

Women’s Institute 
Deirdre Dee entertained us for an hour with songs, 

dances and appropriate costumes for a very 

comprehensive history of the seaside starting in 

Victorian and Edwardian times. 

 

George III had enjoyed holidays in Weymouth and 

the Prince Regent at Brighton Pavilion.  Queen 

Victoria loved bathing in the sea.  The pearly kings 

and queens soon enjoyed seaside holidays too. 

 

Blackpool Tower, Pavilions, Piers and holiday camps 

built by Billy Butlin all altered the shape of coastal 

towns.  As these resorts became more and more 

popular, amusements were provided.  This gave rise 

to troupes of players like the Fol-de–Rols, Twinkle, 

Pierrots, Black and White Minstrels and Punch and 

Judy.  Ice creams, seaside rock, winkles, buckets and 

spades went to make a complete holiday. 

 

We enjoyed a very entertaining and nostalgic 

evening. 

Paddy Milford 

 

 

 

WI Events this autumn: 

 

September  

3
rd

  American Supper 7.30pm 

28
th
 Coffee Morning and Market    10.00-11.00am 

 

October 

1
st
  History of Morris Dancing from 1400s to the 

present day (by John Lewis) 2pm 

11
th
  Quiz and Pasty Supper 7.30pm 

26
th
  Coffee morning and market  10.00-11.00am 

 

November 

5
th
  Visit to Quicke’s Cheeses, Newton St Cyres  

11am, lunch in Crediton 

19
th
  Fashion Show 7.30pm 

23
rd

  Christmas Coffee Morning and Market  10-

11.30am 

 

December 

3
rd

  Christmas Flower Decoration Workshop and 

Christmas Tea 2pm 

21
st
  Coffee Morning and Market  10.00-11.00 am 

 

Thorverton Co-operative Trust 
Ltd           
Supporting Thorverton Post Office 

 

Please help by becoming a member of TCT Ltd 

which supports Thorverton Post Office by running a 

newsagency and stationery shop and also by 

receiving annual subscriptions and donations. 

 

The £5 (per person) annual subscriptions and other 

donations, are vital to keep the business going. 

Annual turnover from the TCT shop is not sufficient. 

Please complete the form below and return it with 

your subscription payment to Thorverton Post Office 

or the Membership Secretary at 25 The Glebe, 

Thorverton EX5 5LS 

 

Do contact me or our business manager Jan Hamilton   

07764 461575 if you have further questions about the 

business. 

Heather Kershaw      01392 860419           

        Chair and Membership Secretary TCT Ltd 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To the Council of Thorverton Co-operative Trust 

Ltd 

I/we 

………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………… 

 

(address)……………………………………………

……………………………………….......................... 

 

(email)………………………………………………

……………………………………………………… 

 

wish to become a member(s)/renew membership of 

TCT Ltd 

 

I/we enclose membership fees (£5.00 per person) for 

the year 6/2013 – 5/2014 (cheques payable to 

Thorverton Co-operative Trust Ltd) 

 

(signature(s))…………………………………………

……………………………………………………… 

 

                        

Please return this form with your payment to                                                

Heather Kershaw  TCT Membership Secretary                                                          

c/o  Thorverton Post Office  or post/deliver to  

TCT Ltd   25 The Glebe, Thorverton, Exeter EX5 

5LS  
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Thorverton Memorial Hall  
 

 

Reg. Charity no. 203778 

 

 

Renovations & New Developments 

There will be a public meeting on Monday 9
th
 

September, 7.00 p.m in the Memorial Hall.  This is 

the opportunity to hear about the Hall Committee’s 

proposals for improving the Hall before they are 

submitted for planning approval.  During the first 

part of the meeting (for about half-an-hour) it will be 

possible to inspect the plans and talk to members of 

the Committee.  At around 7.30 the reasons for, and 

anticipated benefits of, the proposed changes will be 

explained after which there will be ample time for 

questions and comments.  Please do come along to 

listen or have your say.  All welcome. 

 

Other Memorial Hall News 

Saturday Market draw winners: 

1
st
 prize – a chicken dinner: Pauline Pyle. 2

nd
 prize – 

a bottle of wine:  Barbara Uglow. 

3
rd

 prize – a box of chocolates: Jeff Grace. 

 

TADS presents ‘Appointment to View’ 

A one act play by James Muirdew.  Saturday 5
th
 

October, 7.30 p.m. followed by curry supper. Sunday 

6
th
 October, 3.00 p.m. followed by cream tea.  

Tickets £8 (see TADS News). 

Roger Fieldhouse 

 

Churchyard Tidy-up 
 

Saturday 21
st
 September 10am-4pm Churchyard tidy-

up, Lunch provided 

 

Please help !!  On Saturday 21
st
  we are organising a 

tidy-up of the Churchyard. We shall supply a lunch 

and refreshments throughout the day ( 10am-4pm). 

We need volunteers to ‘cut’… ‘prune’…‘strim’…. 

‘rake-up’… ‘sweep-up’…. ‘wheel-barrow 

away’….and generally just help. 

     

If you have any interest in seeing the Churchyard 

tidier please come along and help.  The Churchyard 

funds that we have are now giving us very little 

interest, and the cost   for Churchyard maintenance 

has to come from Thorverton Church general funds. 

Although we do get a council grant, it only covers 

about a third of the costs. 

 

Please get in touch with:- Tina 860434 ….Ed  

841231… so we have a rough idea of numbers for 

refreshments, and gardening equipment that we will 

need to supply. Your loved ones deserve this! 

 

Tina Ayre 

 

TADS 
Appointment To View - A new play by local writer, 

James Muirden 

 

Appointment to View is a play described by its 

author as a “confusion”.  This “confusion” and 

resulting comedy and intrigue arise from  Tommy 

and Amelia’s attempts to sell their house in 

Bayswater, London. 

 

Anyone who has ever tried to buy or sell a house will 

know the pitfalls! Buyers who pull out, gazumpers, 

surveys showing dry rot, wet rot …      

 

T.A.D.S will be performing  this 1 hour  play by our 

local playwright  on Saturday  5
th
 October at  7.30pm,  

and Sunday 6
th
 October at 3 pm, at the Memorial 

Hall. 

 

The Saturday performance will be followed by a 

curry supper, and the Sunday performance, by a 

cream tea.  Bar at both performances.  

 

Doors open 7.30pm  and 2.30pm 

Tickets  £8 (to include supper/cream tea), available 

from The Thorverton Arms from 1 Sep, 12 till 2pm 

or 6 till 10pm. Tickets limited so don’t delay. 

 

Phone orders for tickets can be held 24 hours only. 

Tel 01392 860205. 

 

Mary Ette 

 

Thorverton Pre-School 
From September, Thorverton Pre School will be 

opening its doors to children aged 2 years and over. 

We have been working hard to create a welcoming 

learning environment for younger children and so if 

you are interested in finding out more, please do get 

in touch and arrange to come and have a look around, 

spend some time in the setting and see what we have 

to offer. See our website for more: 

 http://www.thorvertonpreschool.btck.co.uk/ or 

call 01392 861306 

 

http://www.thorvertonpreschool.btck.co.uk/
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Garden Club 
The Cowley Open  Gardens held on 29

th
 June were 

very enjoyable – the weather was very hot and sunny 

and many people who were not members of the 

Garden Club also came along to see the immaculate 

garden of Nick and Jilly Baker and also of Chris and 

Simon Grundy.  As always the refreshments of cake 

and cream teas were a very pleasing way to round off 

the afternoon. 

 

Our next talk on Monday 16
th
 September will now be 

by John Allen from the RSPB.  This will be 

something different for our members and John will 

be coming along to talk about garden birds.  

 

On Monday 21
st
 October Dr Richard Scrivener – a 

familiar face to many members of the Garden Club – 

will be coming to give a talk on his favourite flowers 

– rhododendrons – about which he is extremely 

knowledgeable. 

 

If anyone is interested in coming to these talks or 

would like further information about the Garden Club 

please do give me a ring on 861 205 – new members 

are always welcome whether they come to all of our 

meetings or just ones in which they have a specific 

interest.  

 

Ros Rowlerson 

 

Recipe 
 

LETTUCE SOUP    
 

Cooking time 25 minutes 

 

1 large lettuce - approx. 1lb (500g) 

1 pint (600ml.) white stock (chicken or vegetable 

stock) 

Salt and pepper, grated nutmeg  

2 oz (50g) butter or margarine 

1 small onion, finely chopped 

1 pint (600 ml.) milk 

1 oz (25g) flour 

 

Separate and wash lettuce leaves. Blanch for 5 

minutes in boiling lightly salted water, drain and 

refresh in cold water. Shred the leaves and put them 

in a pan with the stock. Bring to the boil and simmer 

for 5 minutes. Season to taste with salt, pepper and 

grated nutmeg. Blend or rub through a sieve to make 

a pureѐ.  

 

Melt the butter or margarine in a pan and cook onion 

until soft but not browned. Stir in the flour and cook 

for a few minutes then gradually add the milk. Blend 

in the lettuce pureѐ, heat through and adjust 

seasoning. Offer a bowl of grated cheese to sprinkle 

on. 

 

For a more substantial soup, add boiled rice after the 

lettuce puree.   

 

[I am just off to try this recipe now because I sowed 

rather a lot of lettuce which have all come ready at 

the same time – Ed] 

 

From Sustainable Crediton 

 

 

Legal Eagle 
Having considered those defences affecting Mens 

Rea, we now turn our attention to those which are 

based upon justification or compulsion. 

 

In particular we shall be looking at Necessity, Duress 

of Circumstances and Duress by Threats in which the 

accused argues that he had no choice to act as he did. 

We shall then look at Self-defence and Prevention of 

Crime in which the accused argues that his conduct 

was justified. 

 

Finally, mistake, in which the accused argues that 

had the facts been as he believed them to be, he 

would not be guilty of the offence charged. 

 

Necessity as a defence to a criminal charge is based 

upon the idea that in some circumstances it may be 

justifiable or at least excusable for the accused to 

engage in criminal conduct in order to avoid even 

greater harm being caused. In essence, the 

commission of the offence is the lesser of two evils. 

 

In terms of recognition as a defence, necessity has 

had something of a chequered history. In Buckoke –

v- GLC [1971] Lord Denning put a hypothetical case 

to counsel; he asked whether the driver of an 

emergency vehicle, responding to a call would be 

excused  or justified in passing through a red traffic 

light. Both counsel denied that the driver would have 

a defence and Lord Denning accepted this view as 

being correct. The matter went, they said, only to 

mitigation. 

 

This particular issue is now of academic interest only 

as drivers of emergency vehicles are now allowed in 

emergencies to regard red traffic signals as warnings 

to give way and they are also permitted to exceed 

speed limits. 

 

In a much earlier case, R –v- Dudley and Stephens 

[1884], the accused, plus a third man and a 17 year 

old boy, were cast away on the high seas in an open 
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boat, 1,600 miles from land. They drifted in the boat 

for 20 days. When they had been eight days without 

food and six days without water and fearing they 

would all die, the accused killed the boy and ate his 

flesh and dank his blood for four days. They were 

then rescued by a passing vessel. The accused were 

charged with murder. The jury found the facts of the 

case in a special verdict and the case was referred to 

The Queen’s Bench Division for its decision. 

Delivering judgment, Lord Coleridge C.J.; said that it 

was the duty of the court to declare that the act of 

killing the boy was wilful murder and that the 

defence of necessity was not available to the accused. 

The accused were sentenced to death but this was 

later communted to six months‘ imprisonment. 

 

A more recent example can be found from the 

inquest into the deaths caused by the sinking of the 

ferry Herald of Free Enterprise. Following the 

capsize of the vessel, several passengers were trying 

to gain access to the ship’s deck by ascending a rope-

ladder. A young man was clinging to the ladder, 

petrified, unable to move up or down and in 

consequence blocking a possible escape route for the 

passengers below him. People shouted at him but he 

did not move. Eventually he was pushed from the 

ladder, fell into the water and was never seen again. 

A number of other passengers escaped up the ladder. 

 

The traditional view of the availability of the defence 

of necessity would suggest that had this matter ever 

come before a court in the form of a criminal 

prosecution the defence of necessity would not have 

been available. 

 

The issue of whether necessity can be a defence to 

murder was re-considered in Re A (Children) 

(Conjoined Twins: Surgical Separation) [2001]. 

Jodie and Mary were conjoined twins. The medical 

evidence was that if a separation operation were 

carried out the weaker of the twins, Mary would most 

certainly die. However, if the operation did not take 

place it was highly probable that both twins would 

die, because they were sharing the same organs. This 

was weakening the stronger twin, Jodie, for whom 

there was a promising prognosis. The parents 

objected to the operation and an application was 

made to the High Court and then to the Court of 

Appeal (Civil Division) for a declaration, inter alia, 

that the operation would be lawful despite the fact 

that it would result in the death of Mary under 

circumstances making the surgeons prima facie liable 

for murder. The Court ruled that it would not be 

unlawful for doctors to perform the surgery necessary 

to separate the twins. 

 

In addition to agreeing the existence of a general 

defence of necessity, two members of the Court 

considered that it could be extended to the offence of 

murder, albeit in very limited circumstances. Only 

Brooke LJ, however, relied directly on the defence in 

the particular circumstances. 

 

According to Brooke LJ, three requirements need to 

be met in order for the defence to be successfully 

pleaded, namely:- 

 The act is needed to avoid inevitable and 

irreparable evil; 

 No more should be done than is reasonably 

necessary for the purpose to be achieved; 

 The evil inflicted must not be 

disproportionate to the evil avoided. 

 

His Lordship said that he did not consider Dudley 

and Stephens [1884] as being conclusive on whether 

or not the defence of necessity can be successfully 

pleaded to a charge of murder. 

 

Clearly this case involved not only legal but also 

weighty moral issues. In the opinion of Brooke LJ the 

objection that it would not be possible to say who 

should be the judge of the comparative value of lives 

was not a significant one in the case as Mary was, 

‘self-designated for a very early death‘. Equally, 

there was a strong argument that it would be immoral 

not to act to assist the stronger child, given that she 

might be able to live a happy and fulfilled life. 

 

His Lordship did not believe that allowing the 

defence in these circumstances would open the 

floodgates to the defence of necessity. 

 

The decision in this case does not mean that necessity 

is a defence to murder generally. Presently the 

decision is confined to its own facts. 

 

So, how has the law approached the availability of 

necessity as a defence to crimes other than murder? 

We shall consider this question next month, together 

with the rise of the defence of duress of 

circumstances. 

Clive Hamblin 

 

Do you need funding for the benefit of the village? 

 

Focus has money available for groups or individuals 

for funding towards activities or equipment that 

would benefit villagers. 

 

We take into account the number of potential 

beneficiaries, particularly whether they are villagers, 

and also the match funding contribution.   

 

Please make any applications to the Editor, Neville 

Lane. 
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Golf Society  
Sunday 30

th
 June.  

Well attended with 13 Players turning out on a 

pleasant day.  It was a delight to welcome back 

Sheila Ball to the fold. 

 

The winner today was Chris Harlow who before 

setting out bought some second hand clubs from a 

fellow Gspotter, and proceeded to put them to good 

use scoring his best ever score of a very impressive 

24 points. This also earned him a handicap reduction 

of 3.5 shots. (Too cheap Steve!) Runner-up was Jim 

Chappelle with 19 points with a 1 shot cut. Third was 

John Mann with 17 points, he also getting a 1 shot 

cut for alleged handicap protection.  Joint fourth were 

Phil Oram and Steve Gidley with 15 points. Bringing 

up the rear was Mike Shelton. 

 

There were several Donna-Y nominations, with lots 

of putts being left within an inch or two, but it was 

awarded to Phil Beasley for missing our secretary by 

about 10 feet, with his approach shot from about 150 

yards into the 9
th
 green where David was politely 

watching the other groups finish. (Less fade next 

time Phil).  

 

The singles Knockout has now been concluded with 

Bob Hyde beating Jim Chappelle on the first extra 

sudden death hole in the semi-final and Phil Beasley 

winning against Chris Harlow on the last hole. 

 

The final was also a close affair where Phil just 

managed to hold it together beating Bob on the last 

hole. 

 

 

                                                                                                       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Phil Beasley receiving the singles trophy from David 

Harlow 

 

Sunday 14
th

 July  
The hottest day of the year to date, attended by 12 

hardy golfers all carrying copious quantities of water 

(well drink of some kind or another). 

 

Mike Shelton volunteered to carry out the 

presentation duties today. The winner was Jim 

Chappelle who recorded a very good 20 points and 

earned himself a cut on his handicap of 1.5 shots. In 

joint second place were David Harlow and John 

Mann both with 18 points, closely followed by Phil 

Beasley on 17 points. Mike bravely revealed that it 

was himself bringing up the rear on 12 points - which 

is not a bad score. 

 

Shot of the day went to Jim Chappelle who playing 

the 5
th
 hole took 4 to reach the mounds on the edge of 

the green then chipped straight into the hole for a 5. 

The Donna-y trophy was awarded to Paul Richards. 

His second shot on the 4
th
 from about 140yds found 

the pond in front of the green. He dropped another 

ball and was reminded by his playing partners that he 

had the option to play from the edge of the pond, but 

replied that he would like the practice. He somehow 

just finished up on the right edge of the pond, then 

chipped over the pond with his next shot about 3 

inches from the edge. Obviously he did need the 

practice! 

 

Sunday 28
th

 July  

13 players decided to take on the weather today, with 

the threat of heavy showers all around. We did have a 

couple of brief downpours and then luckily just as 

everyone had finished and put their kit in their cars 

the heavens opened in style! 

 

Today’s volunteer for the presentations was Jim 

Chappelle. There were some good scores recorded 

with plenty of handicap cuts. The winner with 23 

points and a cut of 3 shots was Andy French. Joint 

second were David Harlow and Jim Chappelle who 

both scored 21 points and had handicap cuts of 2 

shots. Fourth was Rhys Roberts with 20 points and a 

cut of 1.5 shots which gives him the honour of being 

the only member with a single figure handicap. He 

was followed by Geoff Bulley on 19 points which 

earned him a cut of 1 shot. Next in line with 18 

points was David Ashworth, who was accused of 

handicap protection by his playing partners. It did not 

work as he was cut by 1 shot. 

 

The shot of the day was achieved by Colin (bandit) 

Anderson who hit his tee shot on the par 3 third hole 

to 6 inches and then sank the putt for a 2 earning him 

a prize of £50. (There was the rare sight of him 

buying drinks in the Exeter  Inn!!) 

 

The Donna-y trophy was awarded to John Mann for 

managing to have all the luck from the golfing gods, 

bouncing his ball somehow over the water on the 4
th
, 

off the edge of a bunker and into the centre of the 

green on the 6
th
, and off a mound onto the fairway on 
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the 8
th
. With all that luck you would have expected to 

see him on the podium!  

 

Sunday 11
th

 August 

A turn-out of a dozen golfers today in pleasant 

conditions, so the scoring should be good! 

 

The presentations today were ably conducted by Paul 

Richards. Firstly he was presented with his prize for 

winning with an excellent score of 24 points. It was 

deemed to be handicap protection for him to hit his 

approach to the last green too long and out of bounds 

so he was cut an extra shot for that, making a total of 

a 4.5 reduction to his handicap. In second place was 

Peter Thomas with 22 points which earned a cut of 

2.5 shots, third was John Mann with a cut of 1.5 

shots and fourth was Dan Hawke with 19 points and 

a cut of 1 shot. Bringing up the rear on 13 points was 

David Harlow. (Tried to keep it quiet but failed!) 

 

Shot of the day was Peter Thomas with his tee shot 

on the third hole where he managed a 2 and scooped 

a £50 pot, -thanks to his generosity in buying all the 

golfers a pint the real winner was the landlord again! 

The Donna-y was awarded to Jim Chappelle, who on 

the 5
th
 hole was on a ball hunt in the hedge alongside 

the 5
th
 hole. He was seen disappearing right into the 

centre of hedge to proudly come out bearing his 

trophies of 4 golf balls, but blood streaming from the 

top of his head after a bramble decided it wanted 

revenge. 

 

The dates arranged for September are Sunday 15
th
 

and Sunday 29
th
. October dates are Sunday 13

th
 and 

Sunday 27
th
. All aspiring golfers welcome, details 

from the Exeter Inn. 

 

G S Potter 

 

Home Repairs Scheme 
Does your home need essential repairs, updating or 

adaptations?  Or are you a first time buyer hoping to 

get on the property ladder?  Mid Devon District 

Council, in partnership with not-for-profit 

organisation Wessex Home Improvement Loans, 

provides homeowners, park home owners, landlords 

and first time buyers with subsidised finance to 

carryout essential repair works to their homes and to 

fund a deposit for first time buyers.   

 

Works are assessed by the Council and include boiler 

repair, replacement or heating installation, damp 

repair, structural works including roof/thatch repair, 

electrical and plumbing works, rotten windows 

replacement, or upgrades to bathrooms and kitchens 

over 15 years old and in need of repair.   Eligibility is 

wide to catch people who own their own homes who 

may have savings and an income but who wouldn’t 

be able to afford repairs.   

 

Call Mid Devon District Council on 01884 244609 or 

visit www.wrcic.org.uk for further information. 

 

 

TARTS 
Thorverton Amblers Ramblers and Trampers 

 
 

 

 

 

TARTs Walk Saturday 10th August 

Six of us took on a shortish but deceptively tough 

walk starting from Efford to Shobrooke then to 

Chilton via Westwood Farm and Trew Woods. A 

detour required in the woods due to the abundance of 

fallen trees, then after a much needed coffee break 

we dropped down to Stockleigh Pomeroy, viewing 

one of those sponsored painted 'Gorillas' en route in a 

garden by the main road. The climb up to the top of 

Stockleigh Woods took a bit of a struggle and then a 

nice gentle drop down into Shobrooke. Actually there 

were three who took advantage of the optional 

shorter walk and the later start from Shobrooke, so  

we all decided to take up the offer of a lift back to 

Jerry & Ann's house, where we enjoyed our packed 

lunches and what is now turning out to be a little 

tradition, a Cream Tea.  

Future walks and events 

Saturday 31
st
 August – 6 mile Walk in East Devon 

led by Caroline 

Saturday 21st September - TARTS will be taking part 

in the Jane Iffla Memorial Walk for Hospiscare 

around the Raddon Hills. Registration is at 

Stockleigh Pomeroy Village Hall at 2.15 pm, we will 

likely meet earlier in the village, exact time to be 

advised. 

Saturday 5th October - Longer walk around 

Eggesford and Holcolme led by Jerry and Anne 

Saturday 19th October - walk led by Anne Vardy 

Saturday 2nd November - shorter walk led by Jean 

http://www.wrcic.org.uk/
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Saturday 16th November - Dartmoor walk led by 

Graeme 

Saturday 30th November - walk led by Heather and 

Royston 

Saturday 21st December - shorter walk led by 

Caroline followed by the Christmas meal 

All walks meet opposite the church at 0930, and are 

suitable for dogs unless otherwise stated. Shorter 

walks are usually 4 – 6 miles in length and longer 

walks 6 – 9 miles, however precise details of each 

walk (length, gradient, lunch information etc) will be 

displayed approximately a week before the walk in 

the Old Post Office Window and on the village notice 

board. If you would like to be included on the email 

list contact Caroline (01626 865465) or Graeme 

(860203). 

Caroline Prince 

 

Police News 
Sheds 

Devon and Cornwall Police have been encouraging 

homeowners to take simple security measures to help 

secure their shed and contents from opportunistic 

thieves.  People in the UK are spending more and 

more leisure time in the garden so the value of the 

items within our sheds has risen, making these areas 

attractive to thieves.   

 

Simple tips such as locking sheds and putting 

expensive equipment away in secure locations after 

use are important.  Property such as bikes, power 

tools, lawnmowers, and sporting equipment are 

sought after items.   

 

A good place to begin to secure your shed is to make 

all access points difficult to reach or use.  Some good 

deterrents include checking your shed for any 

damage and making the relevant repairs to ensure 

your shed is as strong as possible.  Make sure you fit 

strong shackle padlocks to the shed door and mesh to 

the windows. 

 

Additional security measures such as ensuring 

fencing and gates are all in good condition, installing 

security lighting around your house and considering 

using gravel on driveways will help deter 

opportunistic thieves.   

 

Undertaking these security measures this summer can 

be the difference between enjoying your leisure time 

in the garden and becoming a victim of crime.  

 

Top tips to ensure your shed is as secure as 

possible: 

 Keep your shed in good condition.   

 Fit a strong closed shackle padlock to the door. 

 Fit grilles or mesh to any windows. 

 Lock away all valuable tools, equipment and 

ladders. 

 Invest in a shed alarm. 

 Mark any valuable equipment appropriately. 

 

Vehicles in Thorverton 

Most of us have a car or maybe two these days and 

although they are extremely useful they do seem the 

cause of most of the complaints I receive from local 

residents - speeding and parking being the issues. 

  

When driving keep to the speed limit, it is there for 

your safety and for the safety of others. When driving 

past houses be thoughtful of those who live there – 

you wouldn’t want speeding vehicles driving right 

outside your house and neither do they. 

  

At the end of July an ambulance had to change routes 

as it couldn’t get through Jericho Street, please can 

people be reminded that when parking you should 

ensure that an emergency vehicle (Fire being the 

biggest) can definitely pass by. When you get into 

your vehicle and when you park your vehicle think 

about it and whether it is affecting other people. 

Many thanks. 

Anna Roberts  

PCSO (Police Community Support Officer)  

 

Ploughing Match 

Sunday September 15
th
 at Downes Home Farm, 

Crediton.  (signed off the A377). 

If anyone is interested in entering there is still time as 

entries close end of first week September. 

We are looking for any new sponsors for the 

ploughing classes so please do get in contact if you 

are interested. 

Finally if anyone would like a small stand / table at 

the event then we would love to hear from you.  Just 

contact the secretary Julie Davie on 01363 772309 or 

email juliedavie@outlook.com.  Schedules and entry 

forms can be either posted or emailed. 

mailto:juliedavie@outlook.com
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Thorverton and District History 
Society 
For our summer visit nine members visited St 

Nicholas Priory for a conducted tour of this hidden 

gem tucked away between Exeter’s Fore and 

Bartholomew Streets. 

 

The Priory has its origins in the eleventh century 

when, as penance for the loss of life at the Battle of 

Hastings, William the Conqueror founded Battle 

Abbey and gifted to it the Church of St Olave in 

Exeter, together with land at Cullompton and 

Exminster. Monks from Battle were sent to 

administer the church and its possessions and around 

1087 formed a Benedictine community, observing 

the vows of poverty, chastity and obedience, and 

dedicating their own new church to St Nicholas. 

Development of the Priory followed the conventional 

plan of four sides with cloisters surrounding a small 

open square, but with the church on the south side. It 

remained a Priory, and is unlikely to have exceeded 

twelve monks under a Prior.  

 

As with other monasteries St Nicholas Priory was 

dissolved in 1536 by Henry VIII, the land and 

buildings being acquired by the City. The Church and 

Chapter House were razed to the ground leaving the 

L shaped domestic (monastic) quarters we see today. 

The property quickly passed through a number of 

owners before being acquired in 1562 by Robert 

Malet, a Somerset gentleman, whose family retained 

ownership for some two centuries.  

 

By 1580’s it was occupied by William Hurst, from a 

prominent Exeter family. In the following century the 

building was modified and adapted for domestic use, 

described at one time as “a mere rookery of 

tenements”. By 1900 it had sadly deteriorated to a 

parlous state and in 1913 the Exeter City Council 

purchased it, carrying out sensitive restoration. 

 

Now modelled as a Tudor town house the expansive 

kitchen, with separate hearths for wet and dry 

cooking, appears little altered from medieval times, 

rising through two floors to the roof. The ceiling in 

the upper floor Bedchamber (with gravity en-suite) 

has been removed exposing the original roof 

structure and the walls rehung with heavy red and 

green saye (woollen cloth) of the Tudor period. The 

adjoining Great Chamber retains glimpses of original 

wall decorations around the windows and on the 

screen. 

 

Decorated panelling recreating the style in 1602, 

when Nicholas Hurst’s family lived there, now adorn 

the Parlour walls, whilst the Tudor roses in the lime 

plaster ceiling reminded us of the City’s enduring 

allegiance to the Realm. The room is complemented 

with interesting examples of “Exeter” carved 

furniture.  

 

It is a challenge to portray a building’s life in two 

eras, over a period of 500 years, but the folk at 

RAMM have achieved the marriage of monastic 

origins with Tudor society in style. Children (and the 

less inhibited) can also have a great time dressing up 

in Tudor costumes.   

 

Barrie Phillips 

 

Silverton & Exe Valley Seniors 
 

If you are plus you can join! 
 

SEPTEMBER OUTING 

 

Cotswolds  & GWR Steam Train ride 

Leaving Silverton at 9.00 we travel first to 

Toddington – the northern terminus of the Cotswolds 

heritage line operated by the Gloucester and 

Warwickshire Railway - (with time to visit the Flag 

& Whistle Tea Rooms) for our return journey to 

Cheltenham Race Course after which we rejoin our 

coach for the short journey to Broadway – one of the 

loveliest villages in the Cotswolds with time to 

explore the antique shops, boutiques, cafes and inns.  

Inclusive cost £22. 

 

Monday WHIST (Fortnightly) 
Monday Whist afternoons are on September 02, 16 & 

30 at St Mary’s Church Hall Silverton at 2:00 PM.  

Entrance fee £2 includes a raffle ticket, tea & 

biscuits.  It is easy to learn, it’s fun and helps keeps 

the brain active! 

 

Tuesday COFFEE MORNING with optional 

Quiz/Game   

Our monthly Tuesday Coffee Mornings will be on 

Tuesday 16
th
 September between 1000 and 1130 at St 

Mary’s Church Hall Silverton. An opportunity to 

book for events, meet friends or perhaps take part in 

the quiz.  Entrance charge only £0.50 plus optional 

Raffle.  Do come along - everyone is most welcome.  

 

FORTHCOMING OUTINGS  Prices 

include coach cost and venue admission 

21 OCT    Lacock Abbey, Fox Talbot Museum & 

Village £20 # Depart 0900 

24 NOV    Royal Marines Band Concert (see 

below) £22 Depart 1715 * 

29 NOV    Worcester Victorian Christmas 

Market/Fayre £14 Depart 0900 

Departure time is from Silverton Square. * For 

details of Exe Valley pick-ups see below 
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# Lacock Abbey Outing:  National Trust Members 

£12 (coach fare only) 

 

NEW PROGRAMME EVENT 

Sunday 24
th
 November 7:30 PM performance: 

Queens Theatre Barnstaple 

 

ROYAL MARINES BAND CONCERT with the 

Military Wives Choir 

Join us for an enthralling Sunday evening 

performance by the Royal Marines Band Lympstone 

supported, as a special feature, by the Chivenor 

Military Wives Choir.  Coach leaves Stoke Canon 

5:00 PM, Rewe 5:05 PM, Silverton 5:15 PM. 

Return coach leaves Barnstaple 2200 (10:00 PM).  

Inclusive cost £22 

 

If you are interested in any of the above events or 

would like to join the Club please contact Martin 

Clough Club Secretary 38 Hederman Close Silverton 

Devon EX5 4HW Telephone 01392 860971 or e-

mail: martin.mcassoc@btconnect.com or for further 

details of events please visit our website 

http//www.sevs.info 
 

Martin Clough 

 

Poetry 
 

Two contributions this month:  

 

No Skiing Allowed 

 

There was a green hill near, which lay 

Above the village hall, 

To which folks eyes were daily drawn, 

In summer, spring and fall; 

We took this view for granted, 

But were dismayed one day, 

To find its lovely verdancy 

Had vanished swift away. 

There is a white hill now instead, 

It’s not winter – there is no snow! 

Something artificial covers it, 

Beneath does something grow? 

We trust whatever thrives therein 

Will come swiftly to fruition, 

That this green and lovely hillside 

Will know its natural condition. 

There was a green hill, now it’s white 

And to the eyes a cheerless sight, 

While vaguely mimicking snow, beware! 

No sledge or skis allowed up there. 

 

Doreen Beer 

 

 

 

Work harder, earn less... 

 

Could someone explain 

why driving a train 

earns more money than driving a bus? 

Bus drivers, I'd say, 

do far more, so their pay 

should be greater. My reasoning's thus... 

 

Train drivers don't steer, 

and their way remains clear - 

no traffic to worry about! 

No decisions to make 

about which road to take - 

their route is already set out. 

 

Nor do they expect 

to have to collect 

the fares of the people they're taking. 

Nor need they intrude 

when young people are rude 

or because of the din they are making. 

 

The only defence 

that appears to make sense 

is the number a train can contain. 

With so many aboard, 

his rightful reward 

should be more, if he's driving a train! 

 

But a bus driver's load 

includes those on the road - 

and pedestrians too, by the way. 

If a faulty decision 

means a fatal collision, 

why shouldn't he get the same pay? 

 

So I let my case rest. 

I am far from impressed 

by the money our bus-drivers make. 

But I very much doubt 

if they have enough clout 

to receive their fair slice of the cake! 

 

'The benefits of being a Train Driver are impressive - 

pay averaging £40k for a four day week, upwards of 

7 weeks annual leave per year, good working 

conditions, and the security of a job for life.' 

(traindrivertrainee.com) 

 

I could not find details of Devon Stagecoach rates of 

pay on their website, but two years ago their drivers 

were threatening to strike for an increase to £6.50 an 

hour with no strings attached. (Socialist Issue, 5 

April 2011) 

© James Muirden 2012 

 

mailto:martin.mcassoc@btconnect.com
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Nature Notes 
Summer of Wildlife 

What wildlife activities did you get up to this 

summer? Here are a few of the things I did over our 

summer this year and for once we had reasonable 

weather conditions. 

  

Lin Balkwill and I attended some natural history 

events during June and July. The first was way up in 

Heddon Valley, North Devon where we joined a 

Butterfly Conservation guided walk to see high 

brown fritillaries and learn about their life cycle and 

conservation. There are around 50 sites in England 

and Wales where the butterfly is found and Heddon 

Valley is one of them. Other significant fritillaries 

seen on the day were dark green fritillary and small 

pearl-bordered fritillary. An ex-resident of 

Thorverton, Karl Bailey (together with A.M.Emmet) 

are authors of the section on the high brown fritillary 

in The Moths and Butterflies of Great Britain and 

Ireland, Volume 7, Part I. 

 
High Brown Fritillary  Photo: Jenny Garne  

 

Hesperiidae-Nymphalidae the Butterflies. The 

publisher is Harley Books. 

 

Our next outing was to a bat, nightjar and glow worm 

event run by Devon Wildlife Trust at their reserve at 

Bystock Pools, near Exmouth. As we were led off by 

the warden the first thing we noticed was masses of 

flowering common spotted orchids. Someone pointed 

out a lovely roe deer that melted away into the 

undergrowth. We were issued with bat detectors and 

while waiting for bats to emerge we heard the call of 

a nightjar. At the end of the evening while walking 

back through the orchid rich meadow we found 

several female glow worms emitting their green 

bioluminescence. Female glow worms stop glowing 

shortly after having attracted a male and mated. 

 

In the Thorverton Parish Council report in the May 

edition of Focus, there was a request by Devon 

Wildlife Trust for local sightings of glow worms. 

Enthused by the Bystock event, we decided to search 

for glow worms in Thorverton. The first effort near 

Thorverton Mill was unsuccessful. We next tried the 

area around Courtlands Cross (top of Jericho Street) 

and to our great excitement found seven little brightly 

glowing green jewels. The record of these sightings 

has been sent by Lin to Devon Wildlife Trust and UK 

Glow Worm Survey.  

 

On Saturday 10th August at the Millennium Green, I 

arranged a ‘Tiger Hunt’ to coincide with ‘Moth 

Night’ (includes daytime activity) and the Big 

Butterfly Count. Thank you so much to all the adults 

and children who took part and your exciting 

discoveries. Sadly there were no tiger moths found 

but we had a good selection of insects and other 

creatures including a slow worm. Of all the creatures 

found, my favourites are the two Sycamore moth 

caterpillars and the Coronet moth caterpillar which I 

had never seen before. One Sycamore caterpillar was 

found on a Horse Chestnut tree and the other on a 

Sycamore. This species will also eat Field Maple and 

Oak. The Coronet was found on Ash and will also 

feed on Wild Privet. 

 

Hedgehog 

In my last two reports I discussed if hedgehogs eat 

birdseed? I decided to investigate this further by 

putting black sunflower seed in a saucer on the lawn 

close to the birdfeeder and the next night move it 

closer to the house. Eventually I could observe the 

hedgehog right outside the backdoor. It was 

definitely eating the sunflower seeds.   

 

Grass snake 

Tina Ayre spotted a large grass snake in July, under 

the chicken shed at Ratcliffe Farm and wondered 

why it was in that place. It could have been on the 

look-out for a meal. Although its diet is mainly 

amphibians, the grass snake will take young birds, 

small mammals and small fish (reported in July 

Focus). Grass snakes lay their eggs around July time 

of year. If the snake was a female, it could have been 

near a manure or compost heap where it could lay its 

eggs. Grass snake eggs need a place where the 

temperature is guaranteed to be 21 degrees Celsius in 

order to incubate. 

 

The Future 

The hot weather in July certainly boosted butterfly 

and moth numbers. It is remarkable how some 

wildlife can bounce back following last year’s soggy 

conditions. There are moths I trapped last year that 

have not appeared this year such as the puss moth but 

equally I have had new sightings such as a common 

lutestring and a lappet. Once all the data is analysed, 

no doubt we will get reports next year on how it has 

been for wildlife in 2013. 

     Jenny Garne, 01392 860875 

Jenny.garne2@tiscali.co.uk 

mailto:Jenny.garne2@tiscali.co.uk
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Thorverton Cricket Club 
 

Thorverton had another successful season, with the second team securing promotion to the B Division and the 

Under 14s retaining the East Devon League Cup.   

 

In the semi-finals, Thorverton beat Sandford by 145 runs with Brown (42), Sam Talbot (40), Jamie Khan (38) and 

Tristan May (29) all making big contributions as the Thors scored 183 for two.  The bowlers got Sandford out for 

just 38.  Then, in the final, Thorverton scored 134 for six from their 20 overs, with Charlie Brown top-scoring on 

42 and Bailey Carbines also scoring well. Some great bowling and fielding restricted the Budleigh to 127 for nine. 

 
Photo of the winning Under 14 team courtesy of Exeter’s Express and Echo
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Getting Older 
The following was passed to me by Sylv Gregory and 

may resonate with some readers - Ed: 

1. Kidnappers are not very interested in you.  

2. In a hostage situation you are likely to be released 

first.  

3. No one expects you to run into a burning building.  

4. People call at 9 PM and ask, 'Did I wake you?'  

5. People no longer view you as a hypochondriac.  

6. There is nothing left to learn the hard way.  

7. Things you buy now won't wear out.  

8. You can eat dinner at 4 P.M.  

9. You can live without sex but not without glasses.  

10. You enjoy hearing about other people’s 

operations.  

11. You get into heated arguments about pension 

plans.  

12. You have a party and the neighbours don't even 

realise it.  

13. You no longer think of speed limits as a 

challenge.  

14. You quit trying to hold your stomach in, no 

matter who walks into the room.  

15. You sing along with elevator music.  

16. Your eyes won't get much worse.  

17. Your investment in health insurance is finally 

beginning to pay off.  

18. Your joints are more accurate meteorologists than 

the national weather service.  

19. Your secrets are safe with your friends because 

they can't remember them either.  

20. Your supply of brain cells is finally down to 

manageable size.  

21. You can't remember where you saw this list 

Rainfall Record 
 
I can confirm that June and July were unusually dry 

months in Thorverton this year. You probably 

realised that already.  In June, Gus Christianson’s 

recordings show that there was just 29.2 mm of 

rainfall compared with 165 mm last year (it was wet 

last summer you may recall) and a five-year average 

of 87 mm.  July was similarly dry, with Gus 

recording 38.6 mm of rainfall compared with 119.5 

mm last July and a five-year average of 97.5 mm.  As 

I write – 25
th
 August – August has also had lower 

than usual rainfall.  I will give details on the final 

position for August in next month’s Focus.  

 

We have had a couple of dry spells this summer: the 

last two days of May and first ten of June were all 

dry;  and then we had no rain after 3
rd

 July until the 

23
rd

.  Readers may already have forgotten the dry 

spell from 16
th
 February to 6

th
 March, when we went 

19 days with just 0.2 mm [of snow] on a single day in 

that period.  

 

Devon Open Studios 
 

Devon Open Studios runs from 7 to 22 September 

and gives the chance to visit artists’ studios across 

Devon. There are no studios open in Thorverton, but 

you can see the work of Heather Irvine, BBC 

Wildlife artist of the year last year; potter Nicola 

Raffan; and screen-print artist Phil Keen at Moor 

Cottage in Shobrooke.  The Redearth Studios and the 

Old Court Works at Bickleigh will also be open. 

 

Letters  

[Readers will quickly see why I have included the 

only letter this month at this position in Focus - Ed] 

From Russell Powell and Keren Neal 

 

We would like to take this opportunity to thank 

Focus for organising such a delightful prize for the 

horticultural quiz earlier in the spring.  The tour of 

the walled garden and some surrounding areas at 

Knightshayes was extremely interesting and 

informative. 

 

We would especially like to thank Lorraine 

Colebrook who generously gave her time and 

expertise to show us round, and we felt particularly 

privileged to be shown areas to which the public 

don’t usually have access.  The cup of tea and choice 

of cake or dessert each was welcome and much 

appreciated.   

 

Many, many thanks for a most enjoyable excursion. 
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The Garden in September 
We didn`t get a blazing June but it certainly hotted up 

in July and a lot of gardens began to seriously crisp.  

This might have an effect on some of your September 

jobs.  Some plants have finished earlier than expected 

and therefore can be tidied up for the end of the 

season.  September is certainly the month to be 

planning ahead for next year and you can be caught 

napping if you are still in holiday mode! 

          

Bulbs……..If you are interested in planting bulbs for 

next year now  is the time to plant daffodils, spring-

flowering crocuses and cyclamen.  As a general rule 

of thumb unless otherwise instructed plant bulbs 

twice the depth of the bulb.  Check that the bulb is 

the right way up; not such a silly suggestion as you 

might expect!!  If you are planting in an area where 

you would like a natural look, try scattering the bulbs 

by hand as if scattering corn for chickens but you 

need to double check that you have planted all of 

them.  If you are interested in growing bulbs for 

Christmas, make sure that you buy ‘treated’ bulbs for 

the purpose.  Hyacinths, Tulips, dwarf Iris and 

Narcissus all do well in this category.  Plant the bulbs 

in fibre or light compost with their noses just 

showing. Give them a good soak. Cover with black 

plastic and store in a frost free cool storage place.  

Ideally the temperature should stay around 4 degrees 

centigrade, not always an easy thing to achieve but a 

cool, dark cupboard will work well. Darkness 

encourages good root growth before the shoots 

develop and coolness will slow up this process 

allowing the roots to grow down first. Write a note 

on your calendar to remind you to look at them in 8 

weeks’ time although a few mid- term checks are 

advisable, and check they haven’t dried out. When 

the shoots are 2.5cms, remove plastic and allow to 

green up, then move into better light, keep moist but 

do not over water.  

          

If you were intending to plant a new hedge this 

autumn, September is the month to prepare your 

growing area.  Mark out your hedge and remove all 

surface weeds.  If grassed remove the top turves and 

store.  Here comes the fitness bit!  Dig a trench 

60cms wide and 45cms deep.  Place 15cms of 

compost at the bottom and if you removed turves, 

turn these upside down and place on top of compost.  

Replace the soil, starting with the sub-soil and as you 

fill it up, break up the sides of the trench to 

encourage drainage.  The area will now be 

considerably higher than the surrounding ground.  Do 

not worry about this and leave it for a month to settle 

on its own accord before planting, in October for 

evergreen hedges and November for deciduous. It is 

sensible at this stage to pre-order your chosen hedge 

from a reputable nursery so that it is ready for your 

planting date.  Some nurseries only have limited 

stocks and it is better to have all the plants from the 

same ‘batch’ for similar vigour and growth. 

           

You have probably been waiting for this dreaded 

word, LAWNS.  September is the month for lawn 

care and sowing a new lawn from seed.  If you are 

interested in laying a turf lawn it is better to wait 

until next month, one month’s reprieve!  A seed-

sown lawn with careful ground preparation will 

quickly become established at this time as the ground 

is warm but the weather unlikely to be too dry.  

However, if you are going to put all that work in, it is 

a good idea to be around in case some extra watering 

is needed. To prepare the ground for a new lawn, dig 

over the area, breaking up any large clods until you 

have an even tilth.  If the area is stoney or full of 

weeds, remove these before digging the soil; no gym 

needed after this bit of exercise.  Next stage is 

firming and levelling up the soil and it will need 

several sessions. The area can be rolled and raked 

several times but a very effective way is to tread the 

soil down with small overlapping steps.  Now, it isn’t 

often that you are told to step on your soil, so make 

the most of this opportunity and enjoy! The whole 

area needs to be firm and level at the end of this 

session so several rakings and treading are needed.  A 

balanced fertilizer can now be lightly applied,  

preferably a few days before sowing.  Choose a grass 

mix to suit the situation for your lawn, taking into 

consideration usage and drainage and light.  Your 

garden centre should have plenty of advice on 

different mixes.  Grass seed can be sown by hand. 

For large areas it is better to hire a seed drill for the 

purpose.  If sowing by hand, it is a good idea to mark 

out lines with canes and string and sow each area, 

sowing half the seed lengthways and half the seed 

crossways.  After sowing, rake over ground lightly. 

Leave the canes in place until you are sure that birds 

are not helping themselves to your new lawn seed.  If 

they are a problem, tie string across the area using 

your markers as supports. 

                 

For general lawn maintenance, you will notice a huge 

improvement if you give your lawn a little TLC this 

month. So get out the grass rake and remove all the 

dead bits and pieces which build up during the 

summer, called’ thatch’ and let your grass breath. 

Aerate your lawn with a garden fork or a hired 

spiking machine. This is extremely good for the roots 

of the grass. I’m afraid at this point I have to admit 

that I can’t get the fork in the lawn even if I jump on 

it and try to bounce and I never seem to get my act 

together to hire a machine, so I fail miserably and 

feel very guilty but somehow the grass seems to 

recover each year on its own!!  If you manage to 

spike your lawn, the next step is to top-dress with a 

sandy soil mixture, brushing it into the spiked holes.  
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Your lawn will look a terrible mess at this stage but 

do not panic. In the spring your hard work will be 

rewarded with a healthy vigorous lawn. Believe me, I 

have seen it happen on a lawn at work and it really 

made a difference the next season.  If like me you 

have given up before now, at least make sure you cut 

at a higher level so that the grass grows longer and 

thicker before cooler weather sets in.  

                

Well Neville, I could go on and on etc etc but I think 

that’s quite enough to be going on with [It certainly 

is, with all that work to be done on planting bulbs 

and on getting my lawn into shape – Ed], You might 

well have dropped off to sleep by now?  Good luck 

with the lawn.   Happy Gardening 

             

                       Lorraine Colebrook 

 
 

Pub Cricket – The Exeter Inn Team 
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Thorverton Parish Information 

 
AIR AMBULANCE EMERGENCY - QUOTE NATIONAL GRID REFERENCE 
RECREATION GROUND - Sheet 192 SS 923019 MEMORIAL HALL FIELD - Sheet 192 SS 926019 
 
Carers' Support Group  Anne Higman, Wyndham House Surgery, Silverton. 860034. 
      Meetings - 3rd Wednesday of month, Wyndham House, 2.30-4.30 p.m. 
Church (C of E)    The Revd. Douglas Dettmer, The Rectory, Thorverton. 860332 
 The Revd. Sue Sheppard, Associate Minister, Autumn Haze, Rewe, 01392  841284 
 The Revd Julia Dallen  Assistant Curate   Tel 01392 861145 Email: julia.dallen@netherexe.org  
 Mrs Margaret Lowe, Administration Manager, 07594 714590 margaret.admin@netherexe.org 
Church Wardens  Edwin Greed, Fortescue, Netherexe. 841231. 
Consort    Mary Thomas, 1 The Glebe, Thorverton. 860730. 
P.C.C. Treasurer   Jean Brown, Rydal Cottage, Bullen Street. 861176. 
Friends of Thorverton Parish Church Trust   Royston Kershaw 25 The Glebe 860419 
Church (Baptist)  The Revd. Maurice Harrison, 01884 258599. 
    Secretary Phyllis Langdon, 860932.  
County Councillor   Cllr. Mr. M. Lee. 01363 772671. 
District Councillor   Cllr. Mr. R. M. Deed. 01392 861258. 
Doctors: Thorverton/Silverton  Dr Jon Wride & Lynne Anderson / Drs O'Brien, Ziegler & Keysell 
Electricity (Western Power)  Report a loss of power: 0800 365 900 Bill Enquiries: 0800 365 000 
      Street lights 0870 556 1851 
Friends of Thorverton & Silverton Surgeries  Christine Walker, 881501 
Gas Emergency    0800 111999 
Leonard Trust  Chairman: R Hughes. Secretary: Mrs. E Hughes, 3 Dinham Mews, Exeter EX4 4EF 
Library (Exeter Mobile)   Alternate Thursdays , 16.05 to 16.55 in Quarry Car Park 
Member of Parliament   Mel Stride via 01392 823306 or mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk 
Newspaper Reporter    Jane Ristic, 53 Silver Street, Thorverton. 860054 
Parish Council Chairman  Cllr. Stuart Crang,  
Parish Clerk     Mrs Jane Lane, Stable House, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062. 
Parish Council Meetings  2nd Tuesday of month, at The Memorial Hall, 7.30 pm. 
Parish Allotments   Contact the Parish Clerk - 861062 
Parish Council Notice Board Situated in School Lane, opposite the Thorverton Arms. 
   IMPORTANT!- PLANNING APPLICATION NOTICES ARE DISPLAYED HERE 
Planning notification applications  at http://data.gov.uk/apps/planningalerts alert via email when a 
planning application is published in one’s street, neighbourhood or wider area. 

Pension Service  PO Box 93, Plymouth PL6 5WJ. 0845 60 60 265 

Police    Non-emergency number:  101.  
Post Office Portacabin (TCT Ltd)  Quarry Car Park, Thorverton EX5 5NG Tel: 860455 
     Mon. to Fri : 9 am-1.00 pm., 2 - 5.30 pm. Sat: 9 am.-12 noon Sun: 9 - 10.30 am for newspapers only 
     Business Manager:                   Jan Hamilton  07764461575  
     Chair and Company Secretary: Heather Kershaw, 25 The Glebe, 860419 
Public Telephone Kiosk  Opposite the Church, outside the Bell Inn, Dinneford St. 
Thorverton C of E Primary School (Part of the Exe Valley Federation) 

Executive Headteacher  Mrs Heather Perry  01392 250821 
Head of Teaching and Learning (Thorverton) Mr Olly White  01392 860374 
School Governors: 

  Chair:    Bryony Gilbert  01392 851360 
Vice Chair:   Sarah Crawford  01392 860295 
Clerk:   Jessica Benger  07795 515048 

School P.T.F.A.  Chair: Katie Vanstone 860978, Secretary: Hannah James, 86107  Treasurer: 
Carole Pearn 
South West Water   24 Hour Emergency: 0800 169 1144. Helpline: 0800 169 1133. 
Thorverton Millennium Green Trust 
   Chair: Dame Margaret Turner-Warwick, Pynes House, Silver Street 861173.  
   Secretary: Lin Balkwill 860663 
 

http://mel.stride.mp/
http://parliament.uk/
http://data.gov.uk/apps/planningalerts
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Thorverton Organisations 
Amateur Dramatic Society (TADS)  

Chairperson: Colin Marshall, Vice Chair: Simon Ette, Treasurer: John White, Secretary: Alison 
Marshall. For meetings and events contact Colin Marshall on 01392 861228 

Art Group   Barrie Phillips, Crossmead, School Lane, Thorverton. 860529  
   Meet Fridays during term-time at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 am-12.00. 
Arts Exchange Becky Stannard, 7 The Glebe, 860737. 

 Monthly meetings in members' homes at 8.00 pm. 
Association Football Club Chairman: Andy Harris, 01392 851664,  
  Secretary: David Gregory, 2 The Orchard, Brampford Speke, 841803. 
Bridge Circle Graeme Culshaw, 3 The Glebe, Thorverton 860203.  
 Meets 1st/3rd/5th Thursdays at the W.I. Hut from 7.00 p.m.. 
Brownies     Contact Hannah 07925 981786 or Lisa 860609,  

Meet Fridays during term-time, 5-6.30pm Thorverton School Hall. 
Clarinet Group            Contact Peter Mason 860727.  Meets every Thursday morning. 
Cricket Club Chair: Charles Kislingbury,  
      Secretary: M C Denford, 14 Moorlands, Tiverton EX16 6UF 01884 255076 
   Fixture Sec: J Meredith, 190 Mincinglake Rd, Exeter EX4 7DS 01392 272504 
Focus Magazine Chair: Michael Ayre, Ratcliffe Farm, Thorverton.  
  Editor: Neville Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062. 
  Secretary: Geoff Bulley, Broadlands, Thorverton. 
  Treasurer: Bob Swaffield, Schiehallion, School Lane, Thorverton 01392 860309 
Friends of Silverton & Thorverton Surgeries  Coffee Mornings in the Lamb Inn, Silverton.   
 Held at 10-12 noon on the last Thursday of every month except December 
Golf Society Players of Thorverton Care of Exeter Inn, 01392 860206 
Guides                       Contact Lisa 860609, Meet Wednesdays during term-time, 7-9pm Memorial Hall 
History Society  Chair: Barrie Phillips, Crossmead, School Lane, Thorverton. 860529 
   Programme Secretary: Beryl Coe, 5 The Glebe, Thorverton 860876. 
Ladies Group Meet 2nd Thursday of month, (Venue and time - see Focus Notices). 
Memorial Hall Committee Chair: Mike Shelton, Tel: 861027, mshelton44@hotmail.co.uk 

  Treasurer/key holder/bookings: Jeff Grace. tel. 860489. jeff.grace@tiscali.co.uk 
  Secretary: Roger Fieldhouse. tel. 860768. r.fieldhouse@exeter.ac.uk 

Memorial Hall Market   2nd Saturday of the month, at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 - 11.00 am. 
Thorverton Pre-School   Rachel Mildon (Chair) - 861707 / thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com 
 Mon 9.am-11.45am, & 12.45pm-3.15pm & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm, 
 Tues/Weds 9.am-11.45am & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm, 
 Thurs 9.-11.45am; 12.45pm- 3.15pm & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm. during term-time, 
 At Thorverton Primary School site 
Thorverton Ambling, Rambling and Tramping Society (TARTS) 

  Caroline Prince 07749 775304 or Graeme Culshaw 860203 
See notices of walks in Old Post Office Window Bullen Street. 

Toddler Group Contact : Wendy Coles 861283 
 Wednesdays at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 a.m.-11.30. 
Rainbows     Contact Jean 860105 or Penny 861136, 
 Meet Tuesdays 3.45-4.45 Thorverton School Hall 
Royal British Legion  Chairman/Hon.Sec. P Furneaux, Hillcrest, Thorverton 860227, 

paf@furno.co.uk 
   Hon. Treasurer: Alex Fice 
Women's Institute  Secretary and Bookings: Sue Maguire 01392 860631 
 W.I. Meeting. 1st Tuesday of the month at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
 Whist, 4th Tuesday of the month, at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
W.I. Market & Coffee  4th Saturday of the month at the W.I. Hut. 10.00 am. to 11.00 am. 

mailto:mshelton44@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:jeff.grace@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:r.fieldhouse@exeter.ac.uk
mailto:thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com
mailto:paf@furno.co.uk
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Doctors’ Surgeries 

 

The Exe Valley Practice 

Dr JON WRIDE and Dr LYNNE ANDERSON 
 

The Surgery, The Berry    The Surgery, 3 Coach Road 

THORVERTON EX5 5NT    SILVERTON EX5 4JL 

Tel: 01392 860273      01392 860176 

Fax: 01392 860654     01392 861598 

www.exevalleypractice.co.uk 

exevalleypractice@nhs.net 

 

 

Opening times 

 
 GP on duty Thorverton Silverton 

Monday Dr Anderson 08:30 – 18:00 08:45 – 12:30 

Tuesday Dr Anderson 07:30 – 18:00 Closed 

Wednesday Dr Anderson am 
Dr Wride pm 

08:30 – 17:00 14:30 – 18:00 

Thursday Dr Wride 08:30 – 19:30 Closed 

Friday Dr Wride 08:30 – 18:00 08:45 – 12:30 

 

Surgery times 

 
 Thorverton Silverton 

Monday 15:00 – 17:15 09:00 – 11:45 

Tuesday 07:30 – 11:30 
15:00 – 17:00 

Closed 

Wednesday 09:00 – 11:00 15:00 – 17:45 

Thursday 09:00 – 11:15 
16:00 – 19:00 

Closed 

Friday 15:00 – 17:30 09:00 – 11:30 
 

 

There are no surgeries on Saturday or Sunday, but a doctor will be on call for emergencies only on 0845 6710 270 

 

REPEAT PRESCRIPTIONS (Monday to Friday) – You can request your repeat prescriptions by calling our 

dispensary on 01392 861622, or by using our online repeat prescription request www.exevalleypractice.co.uk. 

Please note that 48 hours notice is required for all repeat prescriptions. 

 

We accept credit\debit card payments for prescriptions 

 

We now operate a home delivery service for housebound registered patients. Please contact us on 01392 860273 for 

more information. 

 

 
 
 
 

http://www.exevalleypractice.co.uk/
mailto:exevalleypractice@nhs.net
http://www.exevalleypractice.co.uk/
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Wyndham House Surgery 

Fore Street, Silverton, EX5 5HZ 

Telephone: 01392 860034 

Outside surgery hours please ring 0845 671 0270 

To access the Emergency Out-of-hours Service 

Fax: 01392 861165 

www.wyndhamhousesurgery.co.uk 

 
Day/Dr Dr Anthony O’Brien Dr Emma Ziegler Dr Nick Keysell Dr Sally Simmons 

Monday 09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

09:00 – 11:30 

14:00 – 16:00 

 09.00 - 11.30 

15.00 -17.30 

Tuesday 09:00 – 11:30 

14:00 – 16:00 

 09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

09.00 - 11.30 

16.00 -17.30 

Wednesday  09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

 0900-11.30 

Thursday 09.00 - 11.00 09:00 – 11:00 09:00 – 11.00 

15:00 – 17:30 

 

Friday 09:00 – 11:30 

14:30 – 16:00 

 09:00 – 11:30  

Please note: The doctors are happy to speak to you on the phone instead of an appointment. Please request this from reception when you 
telephone.  

 

Surgery hours: Monday - Thurs. 08:30 - 18:00 

Friday 08:30 - 17:00  

Dispensary hours: Monday - Thurs. 09:00 - 12:00 and 14:30 - 18:00 

Friday 09:00 - 12:00 and 14:30 - 17:00 

Repeat prescriptions can be ordered online via our website. We now accept credit/debit card payments for prescriptions. 

We also operate a home delivery service for housebound registered patients.  

Please contact our reception or dispensary for more information. 

 

STOP PRESS: OVER THE NEXT COUPLE OF MONTHS WE WILL BE INTRODUCING A SYSTEM TO ALLOW PATIENTS 
TO BOOK APPOINTMENTS ON-LINE. KEEP AN EYE ON OUR WEBSITE FOR DETAILS. 

http://www.wyndhamhousesurgery.co.uk/
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Waste Collection Dates for 2013 
 

Generally on Mondays unless stated 

 

a) Recycling and brown bins   b) General refuse 

Sept 9
th
 and 23

rd
     Sept 2

nd
,16

th
 and 30

th
 

Oct 7
th
 and 21

st
     Oct 14

th
 and 28

th
 

Nov 4
th
 and 18

th
     Nov 11

th
 and 25

th
 

Dec 2
nd

, 16
th
 and 31

st
    Dec 9

th
 and 23rd 

 

Mobile Library 
 

Thursdays, fortnightly, from 16.05 - 16.50 in the Quarry Car Park by Thorverton Post Office. 

 

                              

September 12
th
 and 26

th
     

 

Flag Flying days in September 
None 

  

  

  

  

 

Bus Services 
Turner's Tours / Carmel Coaches (bus 678) Mon-Fri. 10.09 from The Berry and the Baptist Chapel.  

Return 13.35 from Exeter bus station, Stand 5. 

 

Stagecoach (service 55B) Mon-Sat (except Bank Holidays)  

To Tiverton: 07.55, 10.10, 12.10, 14.10, 16.10, 17.29 (this is the 155 service;  on Saturdays it is the 55B and runs at 

17.10), 18.10 from The Berry and Broadlands.  

Return from Tiverton Bus Station: 07.40, 08.35, 10.45, 12.45, 14.45, 15.55 (Mondays to Fridays term-time only), 

16.45, 17.45. 

 

To Exeter: 08.05, 09.00, 11.10, 13.10, 15.10, 16.20 (Mondays to Fridays term-time only), 17.10, 18.10 from The 

Berry and Broadlands.  

Return from Exeter Bus Station: 07.30, 09.45, 11.45, 13.45, 15.45, 17.05 (this is the 155 service; on Saturdays it is 

the 55B and runs at 16.45), 17.45.  

 

Stagecoach 55 service runs pretty much every half-hour in each direction along the Exeter-Tiverton road, stopping 

at the Thorverton turn (the Ruffwell). Please consult Stagecoach 55 Group timetable for details of this service. 

 

Stagecoach free service to the Co-Op, Broadclyst, from Broadlands on Tuesdays 9.20am. 

 

Stagecoach offers a variety of concessions for regular commuters, shoppers, children, students and jobseekers as 

well as one-day unlimited-use Explorer tickets. Further details from Stagecoach: 01392 427711 or 01803 664500 or 

www.stagecoachbus.com or www.devon.gov.uk/devonbus. 

 

Devonbus Timetable Information: call Traveline 0871 200 2233 Timetables available at the Post Office 
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Diary 2013 
 

Please notify FOCUS Editor of additions or changes. 

(Email: focusonthorverton@yahoo.co.uk or phone Neville Lane on 861062) 

 

 

SEPTEMBER 

Sun 1
st
  Charity Quiz Night, Thorverton Arms, 7 for 7.30pm 

Tues 3
rd

    Bingo (Thorverton Country Show), Memorial Hall 7.30pm  

WI American Supper, WI Hut, 7.30pm 

Sat 7
th
  Thorfest – Beer and Music Festival, Memorial Hall, from 12 noon  

Mon 9
th
  Memorial Hall Proposals, Public Meeting, Memorial Hall, 7.00pm 

Youth Group, WI Hut, 7.30-9pm (see Notices section for details)  

Thurs 11
th
 Arts Exchange, Spring Success at Dinneford Spring, 8pm 

Sat 21
st
  Churchyard Tidy-up, Parish Church, 10am-4pm 

TARTS walk (Jane Iffla Memorial Walk), Stockleigh Pomeroy, 2.15pm 

Sun 22
nd

 Baptist Church Harvest Service, 11am 

Mon 23
rd

 Baptist Church Harvest Celebrations, 6pm with refreshments to follow 

Fri 27
th
  History Society, Agricultural Landscapes of the South West by Mark Overton, WI Hut, 7.30pm 

Sat 28
th
  WI Coffee Morning and Market, WI Hut, 10.00-11.00am 

  MacMillan Coffee Morning, Exeter Inn Skittle Alley, 10.30am-12.30  

Marie Curie Tea and Cakes, Exeter Inn Skittle Alley, 3.30-5.30pm 

 
OCTOBER 

Tues 1
st
      Bingo (Thorverton Country Show) Eyes down 7.30 

WI event - History of Morris Dancing by John Lewis, WI Hut, 2pm 

Sat 5
th
  TARTS walk, meet opposite parish church, 9.30am 

  TADS performance of Appointment to View, Memorial Hall, 7.30pm 

Sun 6
th
  Harvest Festival Family Service at Parish Church, 10.00 

  TADS performance of Appointment to View, Memorial Hall, 3pm 

Fri 11
th
   WI Quiz and Pasty Supper, WI Hut, 7.30pm 

Sat 20
th
  Advice surgery with Mel Stride MP, Thorverton Arms 

Fri 25
th
  History Society, Eleanor Coade by Geoffrey Harding, WI Hut, 7.30pm 

Sat 26
th
   WI Coffee morning and market, WI Hut, 10-11am 

 

NOVEMBER 

Tues 5
th
   WI visit to Quicke’s Cheeses, Newton St Cyres, 11am, lunch in Crediton 

Sat 16
th
  Exeter Male Voice Choir – Concert, Parish Church, 7.30pm 

Tues 19
th
   Travelling Trends Fashion Show, WI Hut, 7.30pm 

Fri 22
nd

  History Society, Shackleton’s Amazing Antarctic Adventure by John Dike, WI Hut, 7.30pm 

Sat 23
rd

   WI Christmas Coffee Morning and Market, WI Hut, 10-11.30am 

 

Sat 30
th
  Holly Ball, Memorial Hall 

  

DECEMBER 

Tues 3
rd

   WI Christmas Flower Decoration Workshop and Christmas Tea, WI Hut, 2pm 

Sat 21
st
   WI Coffee Morning and Market, WI Hut, 10-11am 

 

JANUARY 2014 

Fri 24
th
  History Society AGM and speaker (to be announced), WI Hut, 7.30pm 

 


