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 To produce a non-political monthly magazine serving the people of the parish of Thorverton, providing 

them with information on activities in the parish; 

 For the magazine to be one that villagers are proud of; 

 To provide a window for those outside Thorverton to see what the village has to offer; 

 To promote local businesses through advertising; and 

 To run at a small annual profit, but with surplus funds put to support village organisations for the benefit of 

Thorverton residents. 
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  COST per ENTRY 
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Front Cover: Thorverton Community Choir at Thorfest by John Spivey 

The opinions and views expressed by contributors within the magazine are not necessarily those of Focus 

producers or of the Focus Committee. 
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Editorial 
 

Since Neville has taken a well-deserved holiday the 

heavy burden of writing the editorial has fallen to 

me. So whilst he and Jane sun themselves in the 

south of France, Richard (Neville's beloved son) and 

I are making the most of some free food and some 

homemade elder-flower wine; thanks Neville, writing 

the editorial has become much more enjoyable. 

 

I am sure I am not the only one who has noticed a 

slight change in the weather, the days are getting 

shorter and the temperature is starting to drop which 

means that summer is beginning to give way to 

autumn.  But what a way to end the summer, I am of 

course referring to our most excellent beer and music 

festival, Thorfest.  A huge thank you to everyone 

who made it possible, from the planners and 

organizers to those who helped out on the day 

including all of the performers, and let us not forget 

everyone who turned up to support the event and to 

have a good time.  There was certainly a fun and 

lively atmosphere from start to finish, which not even 

a little rain could dampen. 

 

In this Focus 

 

Editorial ..................................................................... 1 
Letters ........................................................................ 2 
Thorverton Parish Council ......................................... 3 
Notice Board .............................................................. 4 
Thorverton Branch 2013 ............................................ 5 
Parish Church Services and News ........................... 10 
Parish Letter ............................................................. 12 
Baptist Church ......................................................... 13 
Thorverton Ladies Group ........................................ 13 
Women’s Institute.................................................... 14 
Thorverton Memorial Hall ....................................... 14 
Recipe ...................................................................... 15 
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TARTS .................................................................... 16 
Thorfest .................................................................... 17 
Thorfest  in pictures ................................................. 18 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We had great music from all of the bands and a fine 

selection of beers and ciders, all of which was 

finished in a testament to our village's ability to have 

a good time; a testament that I am sure would have 

made the ancient Vikings proud.  The sense of the 

community spirit was clearly there throughout the 

day, something which my friends from London 

commentated on and also how much they enjoyed the 

event.  I do hope that the success of Thorfest means 

that we can look forward to another such event next 

year. 

 

Hoping you all had a great summer and made the best 

of what I thought was some pretty nice weather, 

whilst of course wishing you an even more enjoyable 

autumn.  Stay classy, Thorverton. 

   

Tim Colebrook 
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Letters  

 

From Maggie Dunlop 
 

Congratulations and well done to everyone involved 

in the first Thorfest.  Brilliantly organised, and a 

real fun day for all age groups - hope it will become 

an annual event. 

 

 From John Spivey 
 

THAT’s the way to organise a festival. From the 

ticket design through the taste of a large variety of 

excellent beers to dancing in the rain to the sound of 

the local performers on the stage – THORFEST 2013 

was all BRILLIANT. Even when the beer started 

running out it was no problem and the atmosphere 

remained extremely happy. (As my grandmother 

used to say when the family had wiped their plates 

clean and the serving dish empty – “We just 

guessed.”)  We sincerely hope this will become an 

annual event on the Thorverton Calendar. 

 

From Cindy Flatt 

I will be taking part in the Great West Run (all 13.1 

miles of it!) in Exeter on Sunday 13th October. 

I thought this would be an excellent way to give 

something back to The Neonatal Unit at the Royal 

Devon & Exeter Hospital as this is where our little 

boy spent the first week of his life. Giving the staff a 

box of chocolates & a bunch of flowers when we 

were discharged just didn't seem enough. It is also 

one of my 'things to do before I'm 40' (I'm 

determined to make it round so I will hopefully 

achieve this with 8 days to spare!) 

I would appreciate any donation you feel able to 

make. Donations can be made online at 

http://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/CindyFlatt, at 

Golly Cottage, The Bury or I will be at the Saturday 

Market on 12
th
 October taking on fuel in the form of 

a Big Breakfast! 

I really appreciate all your support and thank you for 

any donations. 

WISH ME LUCK & if you are unable to sponsor me 

but can be there on the day, please look for me & 

CHEER LOUDLY to help me get round! Thank you 

 

 

From Sylv Gregory 

 
I would like to thank all those who supported my 

Macmillan event on Mon 16th Sept. at the WI Hut. 

Grateful thanks also go to those who made cakes. 

 I am pleased to report that the total raised was £60-

25. 

 

 From Tina Ayre and Ed Greed 
 

Thank you to everyone who gave their time on 

Saturday 21st Sept and helped tidy the Church yard. 

A huge amount was accomplished, so many many 

thanks. We hope to make this an annual event.   

 
From Peter and Eileen Mason 

 
We would like to express our appreciation for the 

wonderful performance which The Exeter Male 

Voice Praise Choir gave at the Harvest Service at 

Thorverton Baptist Church. It was an uplifting 

experience. 

Thank you to the Baptist congregation for welcoming 

us to their service. 

 

 

 

 

              Free to a good Home 

 

Extremely comfortable 
MultiYork Armchair 

Complete with loose covers and a cushion 
Light blue in colour 

Ring Roger Cashmore 860053 for more details 

 

http://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/CindyFlatt
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Thorverton Parish Council  

 

 

Report of the September meeting of the 

Parish Council 
 

  

 
 

 

Planning Matters 

1.  The Council noted that Planning Application ref 13/00960/FULL – Erection of a two-storey extension 

following demolition of existing single storey extension at Little Hythe, Raddon, had been approved. 

2. The following Planning Applications were considered:- 

(a) Ref13/01137/FULL Erection of a timber garage/office following demolition of existing garage. Hazel 

Cottage, Raddon. 

(b) Ref 13/01147/FULL Installation of external flue. The Threshing Barn, Silver Street. 

(c) Ref 13/01228/FULL Variation of condition (2) of planning permission 13/00401/FULL (revised 

plans). Chard Cottage, Jericho Street. 

 

Report from D/Cllr Deed 

D/Cllr Deed reminded Council that the law relating to dog-mess in Mid Devon had changed and that dog-walkers 

were now required to clear up dog mess also outside the 40mph limit. 

 

Highways Matters 

Council would ask DCC to re-cement a section of the leat in Dinneford Street as water was seeping through and 

reappearing at the other side of the road outside Bell House.  Quotes would also be taken for the repair of the seat  

at the top of Bullen Hill which was currently missing a strut. Council also decided to write to DCC to thank 

Highways for the extensive works undertaken at Nomans Chapel to reduce the risk of flooding in that area.  

Council agreed to write again to DCC to request that a white line be painted in in School lane, and for the existing 

line at the top of Bullen Street to be extended. Council would also ask DCC to pursue the restitution as soon as 

possible of Footpath 11. 

 

Financial Matters 

The Clerk was pleased to report that the Annual Audit of the parish accounts, recently completed, had found the 

accounts to be in good order, with no outstanding issues noted, save one comment of a very minor nature.  

 

Recreation Ground 

Further quotes were to be taken for new play equipment. Following an inspection, a tree surgeon had confirmed 

that the horse-chestnut tree nearest to the football club changing rooms needed to be felled. 

 

The next meeting of the Parish Council will take place on Tuesday, 8
th
 October 2013 at 7.30pm at the Memorial 

Hall. Agendas of meetings are displayed beforehand on the Parish Notice Board in School Lane. 

 

Jane Lane, Parish Clerk 

 

 

Telephone: 01392 861062, email:thorvertonclerk@aol.com 
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Notice Board 
 

Advice Surgery with local MP 
 

Local MP, Mel Stride, will be holding an advice 

surgery in the Thorverton Arms on  

Saturday 20th October 

Appointments are necessary, so if you do want to talk 

to Mel please contact his office on 01392 823306 to 

make an appointment.   

 

If you want to receive Mel's monthly email bulletin 

SNAPSHOT, visit www.melstridemp.co.uk. 

 

Mum and Toddlers/Baby Group 
 

Held at the Memorial Hall, Thorverton  

Every Wednesday morning 9.30-11.30  

 

 cost £2.00 
 

 this includes a tea or coffee, a snack for your 

little one, toys, activities and friendly faces!  

 

If you want any further information please call 

Wendy Coles on 01392 861283 (Toddler Rep) 

 

 

 

 

Sylv and Anne’s 

CHATTER CAFÉ 
 

2-30pm to 4-4/30pm 

Every Monday at the WI Hut 

 

(Excluding Bank Holidays) 

 
Tea/Coffee          50p 

Slice of cake       50p 

Meeting others    Free 

Fun /laughter       Free 

Waitress service  Free 

Washing up         Nil 

Yearly party        Free 

 

Can you afford not to come? 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thorverton Church Consort Practices 
 

Thursdays In church from 7:45 to 9 p.m. 

Thursdays from 7.45 to 9 p.m. in church 

  

October 3rd, 10th and 31st 

November 7th and 28th (Christmas I) 

December 5th (Christmas II), 12th (Christmas III) 

and 19th (Christmas IV) 

 

December 22nd, 5 pm Carol Service 

   

Thorverton Church Junior Consort 

practices 
  

Mondays from 3.30 to 4.30 p.m. 

In school unless otherwise stated. 

  

October 14th and 28th (at 1 The Glebe at 3 p.m.) 

November 4th and 25th 

December 9th and 16th (in church until 4.45 p.m.) 

  

December 22nd Carol Service at 5 pm 

  

We welcome new members to both Consorts. 

Further details from Mary Thomas 01392 860730 

and Heather Kershaw 01392 860419 

 
 

 

TAG  
Thorverton Art Group 

 

FRIDAYS FROM 9:30 

@ THORVERTON MEMORIAL HALL.   
 

 
NEW MEMBERS VERY WELCOME 

 

TRIAL WEEK FREE - JUST TURN UP! 
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You are invited to a 

 

Travelling Trends 
 

Fashion Show 
 

At the WI Hut 
 

On Tuesday 19th November 
 

Have fun and help raise funds 

 

Tickets £4 – to include free glass of wine or soft 

drink – on sale from October 

 

Contact Barbara on 860878 

 

 

 

Charity Quiz Nights 

 

at the THORVERTON ARMS 

Usually on the first Sunday evening each month 

 

Teams of up to 5  £1 per person to the named charity 

7 for 7.30pm start 

If any village charities would like to be the named 

charity for a quiz, and add to the funds raised by 

running a raffle etc, please contact us. 

e: info@thethorvertonarms.co.uk          t: 860205 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Thorverton Branch 2013 

The Annual General Meeting will be held on 

Tuesday 15
th

 October                                                       

at 7 pm in the Exeter Inn. 

All members are cordially welcome. 

Peter Furneaux 

Chairman/Secretary 

 

 

 

Thorverton Post Office & TCT 

newsagents/stationers 

Quarry Car Park, Lynch Road 

Thorverton   01392 860455 

offering a very wide range of post office services, 

newspapers, magazines, stationery, posting and 

packing materials, laundry service, photocopying – 

service with a smile! 

 

Mon – Fri  9.00 – 5.30 (closed 1.00-2.00) Sat  

9.00 – 12.00  

Sun 9.00 – 10.30   TCT paper shop only 

 

SILVERTON LINK UP 

Voluntary Drivers Scheme for Wyndham House and 

Exe Valley Surgeries Patients 

The VOLUNTEER DRIVERS are  

Jean Hawkins 860849 John Kiely 861545 

Doreen Beer 860731 Stephen Roach 861042  

Mary Smith 861916 Dave Sleep 860678  

LINK UP service takes patients with medical 

appointments from home to surgery or hospitals in 

the area. 

If you require transport contact one of the drivers 

mentioned above, giving them as much notice as 

possible. 

If you use the service a realistic donation towards the 

drivers’ expenses would be appreciated. 

Payment is paid direct to the driver who issues a 

receipt. 

It may not always be possible to arrange a lift, as all 

our drivers are volunteers and cannot be expected to 

turn out on every occasion, although they will do 

their best. 

Roger Higman (Link Up co-ordinator) 860571 

roger.higman@homecall.co.uk  

mailto:info@thethorvertonarms.co.uk
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 Killerton cider and apple weekend 
Saturday 19 and Sunday 20 October, 10am-5pm 

Adult £2 Child £1 Family ticket £5 NT Members and 

U5’s free entry  

 

Explore the orchards of Killerton near Exeter during 

a two day family festival. Follow the orchard 

discovery trail to peek behind the scenes and see our 

giant 200 year old cider press in action and press a 

small bag of your own garden apples to take home as 

a bottle of juice. 

 

Adults can enjoy our award-winning cider and live 

music whilst children make masks and join the 

bumblebee parade. Other hands-on activities include 

William Tell archery, barrel-making and wood-

turning, as well as a hog roast and traditional 

entertainment.  

 

Visit nationaltrust.org.uk/killertonapples  

Call 01392 881345 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Exploring Ethics 

 

Christians explore key ethical issues 

 

Is the Bible Green? 

Professor David Horrell, University of Exeter 

10
th
 October @ 7.30pm, Crediton Parish Church 

(Lady Chapel) 

 

Equal Marriage 

Erika Baker, group contact for Changing 

Attitude, Bath & Wells Diocese 

24
th
 October @ 7.30pm, Boniface Centre 

 

Beginning of Life Issues 

Dr Cherryl Hunt, University of Exeter 

 

Each presentation will last for approximately 30 

minutes followed by refreshments and an opportunity 

for discussion 
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Do you need funding for the benefit of the village? 

 

Focus has money available for groups or individuals 

for funding towards activities or equipment that 

would benefit villagers. 

 

We take into account the number of potential 

beneficiaries, particularly whether they are villagers, 

and also the match funding contribution.   

 

Please make any applications to the Editor, Neville 

Lane. 

 
 

 

 

 

Thorverton  & Exe Valley 

Community Choir 

 

Travel the world in song – African, Hawaiian, 

Maori, Japanese, English & more. 

 

Cant’ sing?  No problem 

Can’t read music?  No problem 

A love of singing is all you need 

No age limit. Everyone welcome 

  Drop in for a taster 

 
Dates:    First & Third Tuesdays (term time) 

Venue:  The Exeter Inn 

Time:     6 to 7pm 

Oct: 1
st
, 15

th
.    Nov: 5

th
, 19

th
     Dec: 3

rd
, 17

th
 

More info: Anne Vardy 01392 861184 

Email:  amvardy@hotmail.com 
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Masquerade Holly Ball 

Saturday Nov 30th 

8.00 until Midnight. 

Free glass bubbly . 

tickets at Saturday market 

£12.50 in advance ,£15.00 on the door. 

More  details to follow.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mediaeval Craftsmen and their Ancient 

Carvings in Stockleigh Pomeroy, 

Thorverton and Shobrooke’ 
                 

     A talk by Dr Todd Gray 

Stockleigh Pomeroy Village Hall, 

 Saturday 9th November 2013 at 7.30 pm. 

 

                    Tickets £5.00 to include a glass of 

wine/soft drink and nibbles 

  

               Proceeds will be donated to Stockleigh 

Village Hall and St Mary’s Church 

  

            Tickets from Rosemary Meikle 01363 

866303or John Wilkins 01363 866887 
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Parish Church Services and News 
OCTOBER 2013 SERVICES & INFORMATION 

The Netherexe Parishes - A Mission Community in the Diocese of Exeter  

 

 

Sunday 6 October 2013 Trinity 19 
 

10:00 am Service With A Smile Harvest ☺ Brampford Speke                        L Ford & DC 

10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Poltimore   JD & DD 

10:00 am Service of The Word    Cadbury   Lay-Led  

10:00 am Service of The Word Harvest    Stoke Canon    Lay-Led  

10:00 am Family Service Harvest ☺ Thorverton  AA 

11:15 am Service of The Word Harvest    Rewe    DD 

06:30 pm Evening Prayer  [BCP] Newton St Cyres  DC 

 

Sunday 13 October 2013 Trinity 20 
 

10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Stoke Canon                            JD & H Whitty 

10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Thorverton                              DC & L Ford 

11:00 am Family Service & Holy Communion  [C] Newton St Cyres  DD 

 Harvest [followed by lunch in village hall] 

11:15 am Holy Communion   [C] Upton Pyne     AA 

06:30 pm Evening Prayer  [BCP] Huxham  DD 

 

 

Sunday 20 October 2013 Trinity 21 
 

09:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Brampford Speke    DD 

10:00 am Family Service & Holy Communion    [C]☺ Cadbury    DD & AA 

 Harvest 

10:00 am Service of The Word      Poltimore    DC 

11:15 am Holy Communion   [C] Rewe                             Michael & Sharon Simpson 

03:30 pm Evening Prayer  [BCP] Upton Pyne                    DD & Bishop Martin Shaw 

05:00 pm Holy Communion  [C] Stoke Canon  AA & DC 

 

 

Wednesday 23 October 2013  
 

09:30 am Holy Communion  [BCP] Thorverton    

 

 

Sunday 27 October 2013 Trinity 22 
 

09:00 am Holy Communion      [C] Huxham         DC 

10:00 am Holy Communion   [C] Newton St Cyres     AA & JD 

11:00 am Joint Service     Thorverton Baptist Church Baptist 

Officiant 

   Joint with Parish church  

11:15 am Family Service of The Word   Rewe Lay-Led  

 All Age Service 

05:00 pm Evening Prayer   [BCP] Cadbury   JD 

 

 

Friday 1 November 2013 All Saints Day  Mission Community Service  
 

07:30 pm Holy Communion  [C] Rewe DC  

 

 

Sunday 3 November 2013 All Saints Sunday  
 

08:00 am Holy Communion  [BCP] Newton St Cyres       DC 

10:00 am Service With A Smile  ☺ Brampford Speke  Lay-Led  
10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Poltimore    JD 
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10:00 am Service of The Word   Cadbury DC 

10:00 am Service of The Word   Stoke Canon Lay-Led  

10:00 am Holy Communion     [C] Thorverton  DD 

05:00 pm Service of The Word   Newton St Cyres   JD 

 
 

Services in the Netherexe Parishes 
Your parish churches aim to provide a variety of service types to meet the needs of the whole community.  Most Sunday 

services except those early in the morning include hymns and music. Everyone is welcome at all services 

 

Service With A Smile These Family Services are designed for all ages and with the needs  

Brampford Speke & Stoke Canon  of young children especially in mind.  They are informal and contemporary 

And Family Service Thorverton & in style often including a children’s activity at the beginning; without  

Newton St Cyres  communion.  Services usually last about 35 minutes and are followed by  

 refreshments. 

 

Holy Communion  [C] Traditional service in contemporary language [one hour] 

Holy Communion  [BCP] Traditional service in traditional language [one hour] 

Service of The Word  [SW]  Morning or Evening Service [without communion] in 

  contemporary language, often Lay-Led 

Morning Prayer  [BCP] Traditional Morning Service [Mattins] from the Book of 

  Common Prayer [about an hour] 

Evening Prayer or [BCP] Traditional Evening Service from the Book of Common 

Choral Evensong  Prayer [about an hour] 

 

Daily Morning & Evening Prayer in the Netherexe Parishes 
 

 

For daily services the format is generally Book of Common Prayer at Thorverton and Common Worship elsewhere, and the 

timing is about 20-30 minutes.  All are welcome. 

Morning Prayer is said on Mondays at 9.10pm in Stoke Canon church (during the school term, this takes the form of 

Collective Worship for Stoke Canon C. of E. School); on Tuesdays at 9.00am in Stoke Canon Chapel; In Thorverton at 7.30am 

on many weekdays and at 9.00am on Saturdays.  For a list of the days this month on which Morning Prayer will be said at 

Thorverton, please see the notice posted in the church porch at Thorverton and on the website [go to churches section then 

select Thorverton] 

Holy Communion [BCP] is celebrated on one Wednesday in each month at Thorverton at 9.30am; please see service details 

above for this month’s date 

Evening Prayer is said on Tuesdays at 6.00pm in Rewe church and on Thursdays at 5.00pm in Newton St Cyres church. 

 

Variations:   Mon 21 Oct   Morning Prayer in Stoke Canon Church 09:00 am   

  
Who’s Who …..? Abbreviations Key 

 

DD The Revd  Preb Douglas Dettmer               Rector   01392 860332 

SS The Revd  Preb Sue Sheppard  Associate Minister 01392 841284 

JD The Revd  Julia Dallen   Assistant Curate 01392 861145  

DC The Revd  Dave Carrington   Assistant Curate 01392 841275 

AA The Revd  Andy Atkins   Assistant Curate  [3 month placement] 

 

Family Services of the Word marked ☺ are led by Lay Teams. For more information about the Netherexe Parishes please see 

www.netherexe.org or contact: 

 

Mrs Margaret Lowe [Administrator] 

Tel: 07594 714590 - Tuesday & Thursday [08:30 – 16:30] Email: margaret.admin@netherexe.org   

Correspondence:  The Netherexe Parishes, PO Box 734, Stoke Canon, Exeter, EX5 4WP. 

 

In Touch:  Each month we publish details of all church services, events and activities in our information leaflet 

called “In Touch”.  It is free and printed copies can be found in all of our churches but it is also available on-line 

from our website at www.netherexe.org  or if you would prefer to receive a copy by email, simply send your 

details to our Administrator  

Margaret Lowe at margaret.admin@netherexe.org and you will be added to the monthly email distribution list. 

 

 

http://www.netherexe.org/
mailto:margaret.admin@netherexe.org
http://www.netherexe.org/
mailto:margaret.admin@netherexe.org
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Would you like a lift to church?  May we offer you a lift to the parish church or to a joint service 

elsewhere?  

For transport to Sunday services  from locations in Thorverton parish, please ring Steve Rendell on 

01392 860780.   

For transport to weekday Holy Communion at Thorverton please ring Margaret Turner -Warwick on 

01392 861173 

For transport from locations in Newton St Cyres parish please contact Mrs Charlotte Dyer on 01392 851618 

For transport from Rewe parish please contact Guy Sheppard on 01392 841284 

 

Parish Letter 
 

 

THANKSGIVING 

At his last Passover meal with his disciples on the 

night before he died, Jesus performed the ancient 

Hebrew act of Sabbath thanksgiving:  taking bread 

and wine he praised God, broke the bread and shared 

it among his friends.  As he did so he said, ‘Do this in 

remembrance of me.’ 

 

In what has been the basic act of Christian worship 

from the beginning, the people of the church still 

gather to take bread and wine, praise God, break the 

bread and share the food set apart in this way—

remembering the Lord Jesus, as he asked his 

followers to do. 

 

The name given to this act of worship has varied over 

time and across church traditions.  In the Church of 

England it is often been called ‘Holy Communion’, 

emphasising both the sacred nature of this breaking 

of bread and the fact that in it, we share in fellowship 

with God and with each other.  Another name in 

Anglican and Protestant traditions generally is ‘The 

Lord’s Supper’, acknowledging that every time we 

share bread and wine at the ‘Lord’s Table’ we 

participate together in remembering a simple meal in 

an upper room, at which he is the host and we are the 

guests.  In remembering him, we encounter him. 

 

The usual name for this act of worship in the Roman 

Catholic tradition is the ‘Mass’, a word related to 

dismissal or sending (from the last words of the Latin 

rite, ‘Go, this is the sending forth’).  This name 

reminds us that the purpose of sharing communion is 

not ultimately to satisfy our own spiritual needs but 

to equip us for service in the world to which God 

sends every Christian, so that God can use for good 

the gifts he has given us.  The word ‘Mass’ also has 

come to be associated with that aspect of the offering 

of bread and wine at the ‘altar’ which recalls—in the 

fullest sense—Christ’s sacrifice on the cross. 

 

In the Eastern Orthodox traditions, the offering of 

bread and wine is called the ‘Divine Liturgy.’  

Liturgy means ‘the work of the people’, pointing up 

the fact that in this act the priest is not the ‘doer’ and 

the people the observers, but the offering of bread 

and wine is the act of the whole church corporately; 

‘divine’ means that this is God’s work, and that in 

entering the celebration we are standing on the 

threshold of heaven. 

 

An ancient name shared across church traditions, 

often used today, is ‘the Eucharist.’  This is simply 

the Greek word for ‘thanksgiving’ and one of the 

most helpful of all, as it precisely describes what 

Jesus was doing at his last Passover meal and what 

the church does every time we break the bread:  

praising God and thanking him for his blessings—

above all, for his almighty love which is our hope 

and salvation. 

 

At this harvest festival season, we may be especially 

conscious of our blessings and of the fragility of 

abundance.  Like our food and drink and everything 

else, salvation is a gift; and a gift by definition comes 

from outside ourselves and cannot be taken for 

granted.  Going in and out of our ancient church 

buildings in the Netherexe Parishes, I am often 

moved to think that whatever name it has been given 

and however simply or elaborately it has been 

performed, the sharing of bread and wine in 

remembrance of Christ has been happening on the 

same patch of God’s earth in these places at regular 

intervals for almost a thousand years, and is still 

going on today.  We give thanks; we break bread; we 

remember and meet God’s love in Christ; we are sent 

out into the world to serve, expressing our 

thankfulness (God help us to do so) in our lives and 

actions. 

 

As at this time we all go about our communities and 

catch sight of those cherished church buildings, 

standing in the midst of harvested fields and gardens, 

whose ancient walls make space for celebrating 

Eucharist in bread and wine, may they be a sign for 

us of thanksgiving, for which they were built and to 

which by God’s grace we are called. 

 

With best wishes— 

                                                         Douglas Dettmer Douglas Dettmer, Rector 
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Baptist Church  
 
Unless a grain of wheat falls into the ground and 

dies...  

 

Twins in the womb were having a conversation.  "Do 

you believe in life after birth, then?" said one to the 

other.  " 'Air' and 'Light' and all that stuff we hear 

voices about?"  "Of course not," replied his brother. 

 "It's all wishful thinking.  Amniotic fluid is all there 

is.  When you're born, you're born.  Finished.  That's 

all there is to it.  Kick around while you can." 

 

Sometimes it's just as difficult for us as for those 

twins to envisage a dimension different from the one 

we are experiencing at the moment.  We have to 

make an effort to take in what Jesus meant when he 

spoke about the grain of wheat dying and then 

producing many seeds.  It's still the harvest season 

and so an appropriate time for us to think about his 

words.  They come shortly before his death, in 

response to some Greeks, no doubt proselytes to the 

Jewish faith, who had sought him out on the occasion 

of the Feast of Passover in Jerusalem. 

 

 The reference would be clear to those familiar with 

Greek religious practices. Jesus was alluding to the 

most famous of the mystery religions, that of Eleusis, 

a town about twelve miles from Athens.  Here the 

cult of Demeter, the Greek corn goddess and 

patroness of agriculture in general, was celebrated. 

 Initiates took part in a secret ceremony during which 

an ear of corn was lifted up as the symbol of death 

and rebirth.  Those taking part felt that in some 

mysterious way they had been "born again." 

 

It is striking how Jesus accommodates himself to his 

Greek enquirers by speaking to them in their own 

thought forms.  He goes on to say that he too had to 

be "lifted up", i.e. put to death on a cross.  But, like 

the ear of corn, he would rise again to new life by the 

power of his unique resurrection.  

 

The adepts of Demeter practised their esoteric rites in 

a darkened room which during the ceremony became 

filled with smoke and lights.  Jesus offered himself 

publicly, not to a few chosen initiates but to all.  On 

that same occasion he said: "When I am lifted up 

from the earth [on a cross] I will draw all men to 

me." 

  

Harvest time gives us a special opportunity to ponder 

on these themes of death and new life.  There is a 

spiritual dimension to our lives which we would do 

well to remember.  The twins in the womb hadn't 

quite got it right... 

 

 
Maurice Harrison  

 

Thorverton Ladies Group 

  

It's Party Time again Ladies! 
  

The opening meeting of The Thorverton Ladies 

Group will be held this year at the home of Beryl 

Grace, Moss Bank, School Lane, Thorverton (not 

Julia Culshaw's) ) on Thursday, 3rd October 2013  

at  7.30pm PLEASE NOTE 3RD OCTOBER NOT 

10TH THIS MONTH).   

 

This is not our usual date and all future meetings will 

be held on the second Thursday of each month until 

May, 2014, unless otherwise advised. 

 

Would all members please be kind enough to contact 

Beryl before this date to let her know what food you 

would like to contribute to the table.  

  

There is a very warm welcome to any new Ladies 

who would like to join our group and if interested, 

would you please contact Beryl Grace on Tel: No: 

960489. 

Beryl Grace 
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Women’s Institute 
.The monthly meeting was held in the W I hut on 

Sept 3rd. Discussions took place regards the speakers 

for the following year and the quiz on Oct 

11th. Thorverton W I will be celebrating their 

90th anniversary next year the committee are 

planning for this special occasion. 

 

 We finished the evening with the American 

Supper. On Sept 14th members entered the 

Broadclyst Exhibition Group at Stoke Canon we 

came 2nd in the Handicraft Class and 2nd in the 

Cookery Class. 

 

 Congratulations to Mary Stevens for winning the 

Marion Tripe Cup with 6 beautiful red gladioli.  Next 

meeting will be on Oct 1st a History of Morris 

Dancing by John Lewis                                       

Elizabeth  Redler 

 

 

 

WI Events this autumn: 

October 

1
st
  History of Morris Dancing from 1400s to the 

present day (by John Lewis) 2pm 

11
th
  Quiz and Pasty Supper 7.30pm 

26
th
  Coffee morning and market  10.00-11.00am 

 

November 

5
th
  Visit to Quicke’s Cheeses, Newton St Cyres  

11am, lunch in Crediton 

19
th
  Fashion Show 7.30pm 

23
rd

  Christmas Coffee Morning and Market  10-

11.30am 

 

December 

3
rd

  Christmas Flower Decoration Workshop and 

Christmas Tea 2pm 

21
st
  Coffee Morning and Market  10.00-11.00 am 

 

Thorverton Memorial Hall  
Reg. Charity no. 203778 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Planned improvements to the hall 

 

A well-attended public meeting was held in the hall 

on Monday 9 September to give anyone interested an 

opportunity to view the plans of the proposed 

alterations and to make any comments. Over forty 

people came to the meeting and were welcomed by 

Mike Shelton, chairman of the hall trustees. 

 

Mike Baldwin explained the various planned changes 

which include better toilet facilities, an improved bar 

and larger kitchen, french windows on the south wall, 

removing the false ceilings and exposing the rafters, 

more storage space and improved lighting and 

heating.  This was followed by a lively question and 

comment session.  Some concerns were expressed 

about the risk of flooding and it was suggested that 

the opportunity should be taken to enlarge the hall.  

Mike Baldwin explained that there was no increased 

flood risk and that the Environment Agency had been 

consulted whilst the chairman explained that there 

was neither sufficient money nor space to make 

substantial enlargements. A suggestion that there 

should be a covered area outside the proposed french  

 

 

windows was welcomed by the chairman who said it 

would be considered. 

 

The vast majority of comments favoured the 

proposed changes, particularly the removal of the 

false ceilings to give a greater feeling of space.  

There was clearly general support for the proposed 

smartening up of the hall and the various 

improvements to its facilities. 

 

Mike Baldwin was thanked for all the work he had 

put into drawing up the plans for the hall committee 

and presenting them to the meeting.  The next stage 

is the submission of a planning application, to be 

followed by tendering for the building work. It was 

asked whether local builders would be favoured in 

the tendering process: the chairman promised that 

this would be considered by the committee. 

 

Other news from the Hall 

 

September Saturday Market prize winners: 

1
st
 prize – chicken dinner – Lee White 

2
nd

 prize – bottle of wine – Peter Mason 

3
rd

 prize – box of Thornton chocolates – Judy Bright. 

 

‘Unwanted items’ wanted! 

Eileen Mason reports that she hasn’t received any 

items for the Bric-a-Brac stall for a while.  She would 

welcome contributions please.  All proceeds go to the 

Memorial Hall to help fund the upkeep and 

improvements. 
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Recipe  
PUMPKIN CAKES 

225g pumpkin or squash cut into 2.5cm chunks 

225g flour 

1 teaspoon baking powder 

1 teaspoon ground cinnamon 

½ tablespoon margarine 

Salt to taste 

 

 Heat oven to 200C / 400F / Gas 6 

 Boil pumpkin chunks until soft,  drain and 

mash in a mixing bowl with a little margarine 

and salt to taste 

 Sieve the flour, baking powder and cinnamon 

and add to pumpkin with the margarine. Mix 

together. 

 Shape the dough into a ball and press onto 

floured surface to ½ cm thick 

 Cut out portions with a cup or pastry cutter 

Arrange on greased baking tray, prick with a fork & 

bake for 20 minutes or until golden. From 

Sustainable Crediton 

 

TADS 
“APPOINTMENT  TO   VIEW “  A new  play by 

James Muirden (with curry supper or cream tea  

included in the price) 

 

Please support our next production on October 5
th
 

and 6
th
.  The 11 cast have been rehearsing hard over 

the last few weeks, not easy when most are working 

long hours as well.  

 

The play (which lasts an hour) is a clever comedy by 

our local playwright James Muirden, and Thorverton 

will stage the world premiere! (you may remember 

we performed another of James’ plays, “Hells Bells “ 

in 2010). The plot revolves around a couple trying to 

sell their house, with some surprising consequences.  

Anyone who has ever tried to buy or sell a house will 

know the pitfalls!      

 

T.A.D.S will be performing this play on Sat 5 Oct at 

7.30pm, and Sunday 6 Oct at 3 pm, at the Memorial 

Hall.  The Sat performance will be followed by   a 

curry supper, (with a vegetarian option) and the 

Sunday performance, by   a cream tea.  Bar at both 

performances.  

 

Doors open 7.30pm and 2.30pm 

Tickets (£8, to include supper/cream tea), available 

from The Thorverton Arms from 1 Sep, 12 till 2pm 

or 6 till 10pm. Tickets limited. 

Phone orders for tickets can be held 24 hours only. 

Tel 01392 860205 

Mary Ette 

 

Legal Eagle 
The uncertain nature as to the status of necessity is 

perhaps best illustrated by looking at the views of the 

Law Commission and of the courts. 

 

The Law Commission (Law Com.No 83), Report on 

Defences of General Application (1977) concluded 

that there should be no attempt by Parliament to 

establish a general defence of necessity and, insofar 

as the defence existed at common law, it should be 

abolished. 

 

The courts on the other hand have tended to 

recognise the existence of the defence for certain 

offences whilst denying its availability in others. In 

an unreported case, Richards [1986], Lord Goff said: 

‘That there exists a defence of necessity at common 

law, which may..........be invoked to justify what 

would otherwise be a trespass to land, is not in doubt. 

But the scope of the defence is by no means clear‘. 

 

Subsequently the Law Commission in 1989 and 

1993, perhaps echoing the views of Lord Goff, was 

of the view that necessity had to be developed 

through case law before it could put on a statutory 

footing. A shift from the view expressed in 1977. 

 

The reality is that the defence has developed in a 

somewhat piecemeal fashion via the courts and has 

received some statutory recognition via the provision 

of  defences which, whilst not called necessity, might 

nevertheless be read as covering situations of 

necessity e.g., s5 Criminal Damage Act 1971 

provides a defence of ‘lawful excuse‘. 

 

The uncertainty surrounding the availability of 

necessity has led to the emergence of the defence of 

duress of circumstances. The accused argues that he 

committed the offence because of a threat of death or 

serious injury from others or from existing 

circumstances. 

 

The defence came about ‘more or less by accident‘. 

In Willer [1987] the accused was charged with 

reckless driving after driving on a pavement in order 

to escape from a gang of youths who were 

threatening him with violence. It was held that 

regardless of whether necessity had been established 

or was available, the defence of ‘duress of 

circumstances ‘was applicable. The accused’s fear of 

physical harm was reasonable and the offence had 

been committed due to that form of compulsion. 

 

This view was approved in Conway [1988]. The 

accused was charged with reckless driving. His 

passenger had previously been the target of an attack 
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with a shotgun. When two young men approached 

the car, the passenger shouted ‘drive off‘. The 

accused did so because he feared that the two men 

were about to attack his passenger. The accused 

drove recklessly in order to escape being pursued by 

the two men. The two men engaged in the pursuit 

were, if fact, police officers who wished to interview 

the accused’s passenger. The Court of Appeal 

allowed the appeal against conviction because the 

defence of duress of circumstances had not been left 

to the jury. 

 

The development of duress of circumstances suggests 

that we now have two defences, namely necessity 

and duress of circumstances. However, in R –v- 

Shayler [2001] the accused, a former employee of 

the security service, was charged with disclosing 

information in breach of the Official Secrets Act 

1989. He argued, inter alia, that the defences of 

duress and necessity were available to him on the 

basis that the disclosure was necessary in the public 

interest to avert damage to life and limb or serious 

damage to property, or to expose serious and 

pervasive illegality. The Court of Appeal held that 

duress of circumstances is merely an example of 

necessity. ‘Whether ‘duress of circumstances‘ is 

called ‘duress‘ or ‘necessity‘ does not 

matter...............‘ 

 

In the event, the Court held that the accused was not 

entitled to rely on the defence as he was unable to 

identify any external action which created an 

imminent threat to life and limb of members of the 

general public. On appeal to the House of Lords, 

their Lordships refused to consider the defence 

because it was not available on the facts and anything 

which they might say on the matter would be obiter. 

Lord Bingham, however, indicated that he would not 

endorse all that the Court of Appeal had said on the 

matter. 

 

One approach which has been suggested for 

distinguishing between the two is to regard those 

cases of ‘pure‘ necessity e.g., life-saving medical 

procedures, as justifying the conduct whereas a plea 

of duress of circumstances might be better regarded 

as excusatory. 

 

Presently we have two defences, although sometimes 

treated as one and the same, which are both limited in 

their application and these limitations result from 

having been imposed by the courts. 

Next month we shall look at duress by threats; a 

defence equally subject to limitations imposed by the 

courts.                                            

                                                             Clive Hamblin 

Dog Mess on the Millennium 
Green 
The Trustees of the Green have recently received 

several complaints, as well as reports of increased 

amounts of dog mess left on the Green. They are 

much saddened by this because the Green is for 

everyone, including families with young children as 

well as dog walkers.  We are extremely grateful to 

the many people who are altruistic enough not only 

to ‘pick up’ after their own dog, but also to clear up 

the mess of others. However it is simply not right that 

they should have to do this when every dog walker 

using the Green should help take responsibility. 

 

Unless every dog walker is prepared to help, the 

Trustees may be forced to insist that all dogs must be 

kept on leads, so that their owners and walkers can 

supervise them properly. 

 

The Green is a wonderful place to let well- behaved 

dogs run freely and socialize.  It is simply unfair to 

be forced to discriminate against these dogs and their 

owners/walkers who use the Green responsibly, in 

order to protect it from the minority who make it 

unsafe and unpleasant for everyone else. 

 

The Trustees try to work very hard to keep the Green 

in good order for the enjoyment of everyone.  Please 

play your part and make absolutely sure that you 

meticulously ‘pick up’ after your dog. 

 

On behalf of everyone who uses the Green we know 

that you will respond to this plea and thank you so 

much for doing so. 

 

Trustees of Thorverton Millennium Green 
 

 

TARTS 
Thorverton Amblers Ramblers and Trampers 

 
 

 

 

 

TARTS walk Saturday 31
st
 August. 

We started from the car park in East Budleigh and 

made our way along quiet lanes past Hayes Barton, 

the birthplace of Sir Walter Raleigh, to Bystock 

Nature Reserve. The weather was fantastic and we 

were surprised not to see more people out walking. 

The reserve is a mixture of grassland and wetlands 
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and the heather was in full bloom which was 

beautiful.  

We stopped for lunch at the edge of a large pool in 

glorious sunshine, hoping that we won't look back on 

this year as the last year in living memory that we 

had a decent summer! We continued along the edge 

of Squabmoor reservoir, where there were an 

abundance of ripe blackberries for dessert, and back 

across Shortwood Common where we got a glimpse 

of the sea, before arriving back at East Budleigh for a 

well-earned drink at the Sir Walter Raleigh. 

 

Future walks and events 

Saturday 5th October - Longer walk around 

Eggesford and Holcolme led by Jerry and Anne 

Saturday 19th October - walk led by Anne Vardy 

Saturday 2nd November - shorter walk led by Jean 

Saturday 16th November - Dartmoor walk led by 

Graeme 

Saturday 30th November - walk led by Heather and 

Royston 

Saturday 21st December - shorter walk led by 

Caroline followed by the Christmas meal. 

 

All walks meet opposite the church at 0930, and are 

suitable for dogs unless otherwise stated. Shorter 

walks are usually 4 – 6 miles in length and longer 

walks 6 – 9 miles, however precise details of each 

walk (length, gradient, lunch information etc) will be 

displayed approximately a week before the walk in 

the Old Post Office Window and on the village notice 

board. If you would like to be included on the email 

list contact Caroline (01626 865465) or Graeme 

(860203). 

 

Caroline Prince 

 

 
 

 

 

Thorfest 
 

Thorfest was a great success, raising £1940.00 each 

for the Thorverton PTFA, the Thorverton Pre-School 

and the Memorial Hall – a total of £5820.00. 

Although we ran short of cider during the early part 

of the evening, the beer kept flowing until last orders, 

and we finished up with only four pints left! In spite 

of some heavy downpours during the afternoon, the 

music was a great success and showcased not only 

the quality, but the wonderful diversity of talent the 

village has to offer. 

 

We would like to say a few thank-yous to those who 

gave up so much of their time and effort to make it 

all possible: 

 

Our generous Sponsors: Energy Systems, Dan 

Hawke, The Gro Company, Thinkology, Manor Mill 

ltd, PG Plumbing and Heating, Devon Solar, 

Bernaville Nurseries, Outdoor Learning Devon, 

Michelmores, Ian Luffman, Personal Buyer Service, 

Foxfords, The Exeter Inn, The Thorverton Arms, the 

Ruffwell, Sunnybrook Cider, and the Killerton 

Estate. 

 

The Thorfest Committee, for bringing the event 

together: Mark Welsh, Bernie and Laura Samuel, 

Owen and Hannah Gleeson, Mike Shelton, Katie 

Vanstone, Meemee Overton, Ant Barron and Marcus 

Davey. 

 

The Bar Staff, for keeping everybody watered - too 

innumerable to mention personally, but special 

mention goes to: Laura Samuel, Marcus Davey, 

Claire Knighton and  Richard Lane. 

 

The Ruffwell Stage Crew, for keeping the music 

pumping out for eleven hours: Mark Welsh, Rich 

Hayden, David Parker, Sam Fice, Dan Hawke, Paulie 

Hawkins and Toby Lott. 

 

The Musicians, who gave terrific performances 

throughout the day and evening. 

 

The committees of the PTFA, Pre-School and 

Memorial Hall, for helping cover the door and 

serving food all day. 

 

And lastly… All of those who came along and made 

the event such a success! 

 Bernie Samuel 
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Thorfest  in pictures 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                        Photos by John Spivey 
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More Thorfest  pictures  

 

                             

 

Photos by Barrie Phillips 
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Golf Society  
Bank Holiday Monday 26th August.  

 

This was our Texas Scramble day, which as ever 

proved to be very popular with members and guests 

totalling 24 players taking part in teams of 3. 

The scores were of a high standard and very close 

when adjusted for handicaps. 

 

In 4
th
 place were the team of Jonathan Anderson 

(AKA as Bandit junior), Bob Hyde and Mike Shelton 

whose score was 33.58, in third place were Phil 

Beasley, Mark Cummins and Steve Gidley with a 

score of 33.22, the runners up were Paul Richards, 

Scott Hasler and Andy French with a score of 32.75 

and the winners by less than half a shot were David 

Harlow, Rhys Roberts and Chris Harlow with a score 

of 32.46. They were the only team not to drop any 

shots and had a card with 8 pars and a birdie. 

The Shot of the day was Jonathon Anderson (Bandit 

Junior) for his monster tee shot on the par 5 last hole 

that left his team playing into the green from only 

about 100yds. 

 

There were several Donna-Y nominations, but there 

could only be one winner. As the last group came 

towards the green watched by all the other 

competitors that had already finished Marcus (golfing 

Legend) played his approach shot straight over all 

our heads and into an adjoining garden. 

 

Sunday 15
th

 September  
A special day to celebrate John Mann’s 65

th
 birthday. 

John very kindly paid for the golf and a burger 

afterwards for all the golfers, ( and  there were a few) 

with an excellent turnout of 17 players, this despite 

the weather forecast of heavy rain and gales. As it 

happened we were lucky and only suffered a little 

drizzle until we were all safely inside the Exeter Inn 

when it poured down, but somehow it didn’t seem to 

matter then. 

 

On arrival at the course John was given the use of a 

buggy as a birthday treat, but it didn’t seem to help 

him as he managed to be the tail end Charlie with a 

score of 12 points. He denied that it had anything to 

do with getting led astray whilst spending the 

previous 2 days in Wiltshire playing golf.  

 

The winner today was David Harlow with an 

excellent score of 21 points which earned him a 

handicap cut of 2 shots. Runner up was David  

Ashworth with a very creditable 20 points and a cut 

of 1.5 shots. Joint third with 18 points were Scott 

Hasler and Phil Beasley and there were 6 players on 

17 points, namely Sheila Ball, Paul Richards, Nigel 

Augstburger, Ken Galvin, Andy French and Geoff 

Bulley. 

 

There were two 2’s today both on the 3
rd

 hole by 

Geoff Bulley and David Ashworth who shared the 

£50 pot.  The shot of the day was a “Barnes Wallace” 

by Colin (Bandit) Anderson who actually hit his ball 

into the pond in front of the 4
th
 green, it made a large 

splash and somehow bounced out onto the far bank. 

(Perhaps there is a fish with a headache) 

 

There were several nominations for the Donna-y 

trophy but the winner was Simon Ette who managed 

to time his pee in the hedge by the third tee just as the 

lady cyclists from Thorverton happened to be riding 

past. 

 

The dates arranged for October are Sunday 13
th
 and 

Sunday 27
th
. November dates are Sunday 10

th
 and 

Sunday 24
th
. All aspiring golfers welcome, details 

from the Exeter Inn. 

G S Potter 

 
 

Thorverton Co-operative Trust  

Ltd              

  supporting   Thorverton Post Office 

Thank you to the 186 of you who have paid 

subscriptions to TCT for this financial year and also 

to those who made donations as well. We have 

several new members – welcome aboard. Our post 

office and the TCT shop only just manage to keep 

afloat so your subscriptions and donations are very 

important. 

Almost all the High Street banks are co-operating 

with PO Ltd now so most of you will be able to get 

cash over the counter here in Thorverton even if you 

can’t pay money or cheques in yet. Do ask about 

what you can do because it has changed a lot in the 

past few months. 

Christmas is coming so do please use us for your 

postage and packing needs as well as by buying 

Hospiscare Christmas cards from us. All of the 

profits from these go to the charity, one dear to many 

of our hearts. The cards should be available from the 

beginning of November from our shop and I will also 

be selling them at the Big Breakfast Sat markets in 

November and December. 

 

Heather Kershaw      01392 860419 

    Chair and Membership Secretary TCT Ltd 

 

Jan Hamilton             07764 461575                                   

Business Manager         TCT Ltd                   
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Thorverton Football Club 
 

Thorverton Football Club has seen a number of 

changes during the summer months with the first 

team under new manager Bradley Riggs who 

replaces Wayne Radford who relinquished the role 

after 3 years. Dominic Carbines is continuing to 

manage the second team and jointly running the 

under 15s team with Mike Harget. We also have a 

new club secretary, Paul Webb who has taken on this 

role from Dave Gregory who stood down at the end 

of last season after more than 10 years in the role. We 

would like to extend our very great thanks to both 

Dave and Wayne for all the hard work they have put 

into the club over the years they have held those 

posts. We are pleased that Wayne is still very much 

involved with the Club and helping out with both 

teams on match days. 

 

The new Devon and Exeter League season got 

underway on 24
th
 August with the first team 

continuing to play in the premier division and the 

seconds playing in the fourth division, following 

relegation at the end of last season. 

 

24
th

 August 

Exmouth Town 2  Thorverton 2nds 2 

The second team kicked off the club’s season with 

their first league fixture away to promoted Exmouth 

Town with the Thorverton team featuring 8 new 

players in the starting line-up. The team settled well 

against a good Exmouth team and turned around at 

half time with a 1-0 lead thanks to a well taken goal 

from new signing Jake Miller. The second half saw 

Exmouth equalise and create numerous chances to 

take the lead but the Thors broke away to restore 

their lead with a well taken goal from another new 

signing Aaron Beecroft. After this Exmouth mounted 

a number of raids on the Thorverton goal and 

eventually scored a deserved equaliser and despite 

pressing for the winner the Thorverton defence held 

out to gain a deserved point. 

 

28
th

 August  

Thorverton 1sts 0  Tiverton Town 2nds 6 

The firsts kicked off their season at home to newly 

promoted Tiverton who fielded a very strong team. 

Thorverton were forced to work very hard to get into 

the game and went in level at half time. In the second 

half the game remained goalless for a further 15 

minutes before Tiverton struck the decisive first goal. 

Within minutes a killer second goal was scored and 

then Tiverton’s superiority showed as they ran in a 

further 4 goals. The Thors’ were well beaten by an 

excellent Tiverton team. In many peoples opinion 

they are the best side seen at Thorverton for a number 

of years and will be a hard to team to beat. 

 

31
st
 August  

Thorverton 1sts 1 Clyst Valley 0 

The first team gained their first three points of the 

season with a hard won victory against Clyst Valley. 

The Thors’ took the lead in the first half when a cross 

cum shot from Adam Langabeer beat the Clyst 

keeper. In the second half the Thorverton forwards 

spurned two or three excellent chances to seal the 

game and those misses almost proved costly as Clyst 

staged a late revival. Thorverton were reliant on 

goalkeeper Sam Melluish to make 3 excellent saves 

late in the game to ensure victory. 

 

Winkleigh 2  Thorverton 2nds 9 

The seconds started the game at Winkleigh with 10 

men including stand in manager for the day Wayne 

Radford who was pressed into playing.  Despite the 

lack of numbers the team was restored to 11 men 

during the first half and it was veteran Adrian 

Andrews who led the way with a first half hat-trick. 

New signing Liam Streat also added a hat trick and 

Jake Miller had two as the Thors  ran in nine goals 

for a great opening victory. 

 

7
th

 September 

 Thorverton 1sts 3 Willand 2nds 1  

(East Devon Cup) 

The first team made an excellent start to the game 

and played some good passing football against local 

rivals Willand and got to half time 2 goals in front, 

both scored by Darren Osmond. In the second half, 

the Thors’ dropped their level of performance and a 

defensive error allowed Willand to pull a goal back 

and give them encouragement they could go onto win 

the game. Thorverton responded well and Darren  

 

Osmond completed his hat trick in the second half to 

give the Thors a well-deserved win and a second 

round tie away to neighbours Bickleigh. 

 

Lympstone 3 Thorverton 2nds 1  

(East Devon Cup) 

The seconds travelled to the marine camp to play 

second division Lympstone and took a first half lead 

when Liam Vanstone converted a penalty. 

Lympstone equalised before half time and scored two 

further goals in the second half to win the tie. 

 

14
th

 September 

Feniton 4 Thorverton 1sts 0 

The first travelled to meet the reigning league 

champions and produced a good footballing 

performance in the first which had their opponents on 

the run. However, despite good approach play and  
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plenty of possession, we could not turn the advantage 

into goals and this would prove to be crucial. 

In the second half Feniton made the breakthrough 

with a well taken goal and then followed a 15 minute 

period where the Thors  lost their way completely 

and conceded another 3 goals. With the game beyond 

them the side continued to play good football and 

were rewarded with a penalty, however Bradley 

Riggs spot kick was saved.  

 

Thorverton 2nds 2 Torridgeside 5  

(Devon Senior Cup) 

The seconds hosted the North Devon first division 

side and were even at half time at 1-1 with Adrian 

Andrews on the score sheet. In the second half the 

game could have gone for either side but in the end it 

was a tale of chances.  Those which were taken by 

Torridgeside and those which were missed by the 

Thors being the difference. Despite Adrian Andrews 

getting a second, the Thors’ could not convert any of 

the other chances they created and exited the cup. 

 

If you want to know when the two senior teams are 

playing and catch up with their results and the latest 

league tables you can go on line to the Fas results 

service at www.full-time.thefa.com or the Devon and 

Exeter Leagues website at www.defleague.co.uk 

Andy Harris 

 

 

 

 

Thorverton School 
 

A NEW YEAR BEGINS FOR CHILDREN IN EXE 

VALLEY FEDERATION SCHOOLS 

 

As we begin our second full academic year working 

together as members of the Exe Valley Federation, it 

feels like a good time to share some of our successes 

with the people in the wider communities that play 

such an important role at each school. 

 

Looking back, we have had an incredible year that 

has seen excellent co-operation between staff and 

plenty of opportunities for children to get to know 

each other across the three schools. The fears that 

some had about losing their own school’s identity 

have proved unfounded with each primary holding on 

to the traditions that they hold dear. All three schools 

are thriving and full of opportunities – children are 

excited about coming to school and positive about 

their learning – and feedback from parents has been 

really supportive. 

 

 

During the year, children have met up for countless 

sporting events including the Exmoor Challenge and 

have enjoyed three different residential trips for years 

four, five and six.  Theatre groups have come to visit 

in each school and the children themselves have 

taken part in shared expressive arts performances at 

the Great Hall, University of Exeter and on the open 

air stage as part of the Crediton Festival. 

 

So much of this has been down to the staff working 

tirelessly throughout the year, showing 

professionalism and commitment to the children in 

their care. Most exciting for them has been the 

opportunities to spend time supporting each other, 

both formally at joint staff meetings and informally 

through videoconferencing and visits. We plan to 

develop these links still further in the coming year 

with all teachers choosing to join curriculum 

portfolios across the federation, gathering together 

expertise and sharing the pressure of implementing 

the new National Curriculum in the coming years. 

 

Our federation motto “United in Excellence” is one 

that we hold dear – Governors and Staff across the 

federation work well together, trying hard to provide 

the best possible all round education for every child. 

We want children to believe in themselves, to always 

try their best and to be supportive of their peers in 

wanting success for them too.  In this way, we 

believe that all children receive the kind of education 

that will enable them to be lifelong learners - who 

will achieve well in their own lives whilst caring 

about all other members of society.  

 

If this sounds like a philosophy that you could 

support and you would like to play a more active part 

at any of our schools, we are always looking for 

volunteer helpers from the community. Many 

volunteers help regularly with children, providing 

additional support with reading, arts and crafts, 

games, cooking and gardening clubs. Others prefer to 

get involved in more practical ways, helping with 

general maintenance of the schools and their grounds, 

or come in to school to work with the children on 

particular projects and topics. 

 

If you are interested in any of these roles, please get 

in touch with the office at your local school to 

arrange a visit to meet with the Head of Teaching and 

Learning to discuss these opportunities further. 

 

Heather M Perry 

Executive headteacher 

 

 
 

http://www.full-time.thefa.com/
http://www.defleague.co.uk/
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The Garden in October  
 
October is the month that starts my growing year. At 

the end of this month, I hope to have potted up 2000 

pots of sweet peas and planted over-wintering onion 

sets, garlic and elephant garlic newly prepared no-dig 

beds. Phew!   

 

Apart from all of this, the garden needs to be put to 

bed and tidied because if you leave it until November 

it can come in bitterly cold and catch you napping. 

So, no pressure then! 

 

First let us start with bulbs. If you haven’t planted 

your daffodil bulbs and would like to do so, you need 

to get your skates on if you want a good display in 

the spring. So plant these as soon as possible, as 

September is the optimum month for Daffs. For 

smaller bulbs such as Crocus, Chionodoxa, Scilla, 

Narcissus and Tulipa, October is the best month. 

Plant in groups as individual bulbs are too small to 

make an impression and will get lost in the planting 

scheme. Remember to plant twice the depth of the 

bulb or corm and check they are the right way up!! 

 

Onion sets and garlic cloves are next on the list. 

Alliums enjoy a rich firm soil.  At Knightshayes they 

go straight into well composted horse manure on the 

no-dig beds which have only just been re-mulched. 

These beds are in the hottest spot in the garden as 

Alliums like plenty of light and heat and good 

drainage is essential. No respectable onion or garlic 

will like soggy, poorly drained soil in a dingy corner. 

I always plant slightly further apart than 

recommended to allow for more air flow when the 

plants are mature and more vulnerable to airborne 

spores. So I plant at 15cms for onion sets and garlic 

and 20cms for elephant garlic. 

 

Another tip is to push the set or clove just below the 

surface bringing the soil together around the tip so 

that it is hidden from view. This is to hide the newly 

planted sets from marauding blackbirds who spot the 

white tips and mistakenly think they must be edible 

and flick them away when they realize their mistake. 

You can have a large percentage of your crop 

unplanted for you in this way and it is very annoying. 

 

Elephant garlic is planted slightly deeper. It is not 

actually a garlic but related to the leek family. These 

sets are in the ground much longer and will give a 

lovely display of Allium flower heads before you 

need to dig them out. These dry very nicely and are a 

great attraction to bees. This year I tried them in 

another sunny spot but the soil was not so rich and 

they haven’t grown to their usual enormous size, so it 

is back to the horse manure. 

 

It is at this time of year that I replenish the no-dig 

beds with another thick layer of well-rotted horse 

manure.  Any compost would do as long as it is well 

composted and soil-like. This is heavy and exacting 

work as the border is long and if you don’t take care, 

the growing beds end up different sizes and difficult 

to manage.  Fortunately it only has to be done once a 

year.  It would be very easy to set up an area on a 

smaller plot as a no-dig bed. Make sure you start with 

a weed free area and just aerate it with a fork. This is 

done each year before the new mulch is added. Then 

add a thick layer of mulch about 15cms for the first 

year and after that 10 cms for future years. Flatten the 

top using the back of a rake and slightly firm it down 

so it is not fluffy. You are now ready to plant out 

your first crop.  

 

This time of year it is onion and garlic. After 

Christmas, I quickly get some little lettuce plants 

going maybe under a fleece and, soon after in 

February, peas and rocket and more lettuce. 

Remember no-dig means no-dig! 

 

Last month was the best for sowing a lawn from seed 

and October the best for turfing. Ground preparation 

is the same as seed sowing, leaving a well dug, raked 

and firmed weed free surface. Using a board to stand 

on for the whole of this operation, lay the turves very 

slightly overlapping and firm down. This is necessary 

as there is almost always shrinkage as it settles as a 

lawn. Start at one end and work your way across the 

area. If possible hire or borrow a light roller to give a 

professional finish. A light dressing of sandy loam 

can be worked into any cracks with the back of a 

rake.  

 

Watering is all important at this stage as the turves 

will rapidly shrink in a dry spell and full recovery 

doubtful. 

 

Well, Neville, good luck with the garden-tidy but do 

remember to leave a good pile of leaves for our 

helpful friend the hedgehog at the back of a border. If 

a garden is too tidy there is no winter protection for 

helpful wildlife. No worry of that in my garden!!!!  

                                       Happy Gardening 

                                                     Lorraine Colebrook                           
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Nature Notes 
 
This month’s report covers beetles, moths, 

caterpillars, toad and hedgehog. Lots of reports in the 

press mention increases in insect numbers such as 

wasps and cabbage white butterflies. When I started 

blackberrying at the beginning of the blackberry 

season, I had them all to myself. It didn’t take long 

for them to be covered in flies of all kinds, wasps and 

specked wood and comma butterflies. Favourite 

recipes in our household are blackberry and 

cinnamon steamed pudding and the classic 

blackberry and apple crumble.  

  
Twice I found a sexton beetle in my moth trap this 

summer and one so far this autumn. On its back is an 

entourage of mites. A sexton beetle has orange-

reddish and black bands on its wing case and is a 

burying beetle. On the second occasion I trapped a 

sexton beetle there was also a black burying beetle in 

the trap clinging to the same piece of egg box. When 

burying beetles find a small dead animal they bury it 

as a food source for their growing beetle grubs. More 

than one burying beetle together will bury the animal 

body and this can be both the black burying and the 

sexton beetle. The black burying beetle is black 

except the tips of its antennae which are orange.   

 

Back in August I set my moth trap in the garden 

every night of the three nights of ‘Moth Night’, 

spreading a white sheet down first and placing the 

trap in the middle of the sheet. The final nights 

trapping yielded lots of moths but nothing special 

until I noticed frass on the sheet, where branches of a 

Himalayan birch tree happened to be hanging over 

the sheet. Within seconds of looking at the tree 

foliage I spotted buff-tip moth caterpillars 

gregariously feeding. Over the following three weeks 

I observed them growing as they munched through 

two small branches worth of leaves. One day they 

had gone, after reaching a certain size they disperse 

to feed alone elsewhere on the tree. Over the years I 

have also found this species feeding on hazel and 

oak.  

 

In a garden in the village the resident young whippet 

was seen to be peering curiously at something on a 

fuchsia bush. In apprehension, young whippet 

jumped back then forward to look again and 

backwards once more and away. Owner of young 

whippet went to investigate and shortly after found 

an elephant hawk-moth caterpillar. It has fearful 

looking imitation eye spots that can be enlarged as a 

defence mechanism against predators. The elephant 

hawk-moth caterpillar feeds mostly at night and can 

be found by day hiding low down among foliage of 

the food plant. It can also be found basking by day 

especially among patches of rosebay willowherb. The 

caterpillar will also eat species of bedstraw. 

 

In another local garden a toad was discovered in the 

middle of an old birds’ nest. The toad must have 

climbed up the framework of a twiggy plant pyramid 

in which the bird built the nest. The toad looked 

extremely snug. 

 

Our hedgehog is still feeding beneath the sunflower 

seed dispenser which I have moved to a different 

patch of lawn. If it is the same one as I have 

mentioned before, then it has grown and has got used  

to our routine. Around 10pm we put our pet rabbit ‘to 

bed’ and the hedgehog is usually beneath the feeder 

at the same time. The hedgehog remains fairly still 

but as soon as we are indoors and shut the door it 

runs off. 

 

Environmental conditions this year and possibly from 

last year have been favourable for some species. 

Through my moth trapping I have noticed more than 

usual numbers of antler moth and dusky thorn moth 

this year. On the morning of 4
th
 September at Exe 

Valley Farm Shop, an impressive nine dusky thorns 

were counted, having been attracted overnight by the 

outside lights. The food plant of the dusky thorn is 

ash, so let’s hope the trees are not affected around 

here by ash dieback. 

 

Have you noticed there has not been much evidence 

of Dutch elm disease hereabouts this year? I have 

seen the odd branch with the effects of the disease 

Sexton Beetle with mites  

Picture Jenny Garne  

Buff-tip moth caterpillars 

Picture Jenny Garne 
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but otherwise the elm is quite healthy. I wonder if 

weather conditions played a part in elm bark beetle 

numbers, the carrier of the Dutch elm disease fungus. 

 

Here is one of the two sycamore moth caterpillars 

discovered at the Millennium Green during the ‘Tiger 

Hunt’ on 10
th
 August. So we did find a tiger of sorts, 

with its orange colouration, such a beautiful creature. 

 

I am looking forward to seeing lots of fungi in the 

woods and fields this autumn and will report on this 

next time. A few edible field mushrooms have 

already popped up in the garden. 

 

 

 

  Sycamore moth 

caterpillar at the 

Millenium Green 

Picture by john 

Spivey                            

 
     

 

 

 

 

 

 Jenny Garne, 01392 860875 

Jenny.garne2@tiscali.co.uk 

 

 

Poetry 
Beards - by special request 

Possibly inspired by the recent Beard Festival?- Ed 

 

So many lately to be seen,  

That requested I have been, 

To put into verse, "The beard" 

(Unpopularity not to be feared;) 

For while a hundred men might wear them 

And many ladies that I know, 

Would surely hesitate to bestow 

A kiss, upon a bristled face, 

In fact might feel it a disgrace 

And think the grower of such hair, 

Couldn't make the time to spare 

A few minutes every day, 

To shave unsightly hair away. 

 

When I was a youthful seventeen 

No young men this age were seen 

With half their faces hairy; 

(In fact we thought beards scary!) 

Now men in their middle ages, 

Swiftly seem to turn life's pages 

And look older by some twenty years, 

With greying beards from chin to ears, 

While smart young men in other ways 

Will grow a beard for college craze; 

Yet often hide a handsome face. 

With these words I plead my case, 

Reduce the beards - be smooth, look clean 

And among the smartest you'll be seen. 

Doreen Beer 

 

PS To those who feel my words offend, 

Supply your verse - the beard defend, 

There are two sides to every story, 

So if you're bearded, flaunt its glory! So there is the 

challenge from Doreen 

 
 

 

 

 

Cherry Trees. 
 
In Spring cascades of white flowers; 

Now masses of unfolding leaves, 

 

Wood pigeons shimmer amid showers.  

Colours flame wild cherry trees. 

 

 

Black on Black. 
 

Blackberries bulge on bramble bushes,  

Blackbirds pick them one by one, 

Carrion crows eat them in beakfulls – 

 

We’ll need to hurry on down! 

Andrew Hoellering 

 

mailto:Jenny.garne2@tiscali.co.uk
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Garden Club 
 

On Monday 16
th
 September the Garden Club 

reconvened for the beginning of the autumn season 

by welcoming Mr John Allan who came to talk about 

garden birds.   

 

John is the leader of the Torbay and South Devon 

Branch of the RSPB and gave us a very interesting 

and enlightening talk.  Several reasons can be given 

for the drastic decline in some of our resident and 

migrating birds - from sparrows through to swallows 

- but with the staunch support of bodies like the 

RSPB and the public in general it should be possible 

to reverse the current trend and this is already 

happening with some breeds.  The change in our 

weather pattern has not only affected us as humans 

but of course wildlife in general.  

 

Farmers are now planting wheat and barley in the 

spring instead of the autumn, thus providing a more 

accessible habitat for ground nesting birds like the 

lapwing and this has already resulted in an increase 

in their numbers.  By talks being given in schools and 

also adverts on television,  children are now thank 

goodness being made aware of the situation and are 

being encouraged to get involved with helping not 

just birds but all of our wildlife.   They are the next 

generation and it is up to us to try our best to improve 

the situation for them.  This summer has been the 

best one for five years so let us hope that this 

continues.   

 

Our next talk will be on Monday 21
st
 October when 

Richard Scrivener will be coming to talk about 

rhododendrons – a subject on which he is an expert – 

and Nick Baker will then give his talk on Monet’s 

garden at Giverny on the 18
th
 November. 

 

Our annual Christmas Dinner will be held on 

Saturday 23
rd

 November and friends of the Garden 

Club are always welcome.  It will begin as always at 

7.00.pm with a welcoming glass of sherry and finish 

with a Call my Bluff quiz arranged by Nick Baker - 

undoubtedly with a horticultural flavour. 

 

New members are always welcome and if anyone 

would like further details do give me a ring on 861 

205. 

 

Ros Rowlerson 

 

 

 

 

Silverton & Exe Valley Seniors 
 

If you are plus you can join! 
 

FORTHCOMING OUTINGS   

Prices include coach cost and venue admission 

 

21 OCT    Lacock Abbey, Fox Talbot Museum &            

Village £20 # Depart 0900 

 

24 NOV    Royal Marines Band Concert (see 

below) £22 Depart 1715 * 

 

29 NOV    Worcester Victorian Christmas 

Market/Fayre £14 Depart 0900 

 

Departure time is from Silverton Square. * For 

details of Exe Valley pick-ups see below 

# Lacock Abbey Outing:  National Trust Members 

£12 (coach fare only) 

 

 

NEW PROGRAMME EVENT 

 

Sunday 24
th
 November 7:30 PM performance: 

Queens Theatre Barnstaple 

 

ROYAL MARINES BAND CONCERT with the 

Military Wives Choir 

Join us for an enthralling Sunday evening 

performance by the Royal Marines Band Lympstone 

supported, as a special feature, by the Chivenor 

Military Wives Choir.  Coach leaves Stoke Canon 

5:00 PM, Rewe 5:05 PM, Silverton 5:15 PM. 

Return coach leaves Barnstaple 2200 (10:00 PM).  

Inclusive cost £22 

 

If you are interested in any of the above events or 

would like to join the Club please contact Martin 

Clough Club Secretary 38 Hederman Close Silverton 

Devon EX5 4HW Telephone 01392 860971 or e-

mail: martin.mcassoc@btconnect.com or for further 

details of events please visit our website 

http//www.sevs.info 
 

Martin Clough 

mailto:martin.mcassoc@btconnect.com
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Harvest Moon 
 

Did you see this year’s Harvest moon shining 

brightly around the 17-23
rd

September? It was quite a 

sight and, in combination with the time of harvest, is 

still a major festival in many countries including 

China where it is commonly known as Mid Autumn 

Day. 

 

Chinese people believe a full moon is a symbol of 

peace, prosperity, and family reunion and on Mid-

Autumn Festival night the moon is supposed to be 

the brightest and fullest. Only an astronomer can 

explain why.  

 

“All full moons rise around the time of sunset. 

Because the moon orbits the earth in the same 

direction the earth is rotating, the moon rises later 

each day – on average about 50 minutes later. The 

Harvest Moon and Hunter's Moon are unique because 

the time difference between moonrises on successive 

evenings is much shorter than average. The moon 

rises approximately 30 minutes later from one night 

to the next. Thus, there is no long period of darkness 

between sunset and moonrise for several days 

following the actual date of the full moon.” 

That explanation may do it for you but I am still, 

more or less, in the dark. 

 

However, there are some interesting Chinese customs 

undertaken at this time (although how long they will 

continue in this time of China’s sun rising again is 

anyone’s guess). Most people go to their families to 

sit outside, gaze at the moon and eat mooncakes. 

They use the time to honour their ancestors but 

usually draw the line at more than four generations. 

Mooncakes are made of pastry filled with beans or 

sugar and lotus seed powder. They are often made 

using moulds to form a moon on the top of the pastry. 

The cake is traditionally cut into pieces that equal the 

number of people in the family. 

  

They have a legend. At the end of the Yuan (Mongol) 

Dynasty (1271–1368 ) the Han people’s army wanted 

to overthrow the rule of the Mongol so they planned 

an uprising, but had no way to inform every Han 

without being discovered by the Mongols.One day, 

General Liu Bowen had an idea and asked his 

soldiers to spread the rumour that there would be 

serious disease in winter and eating mooncakes was 

the only cure. He asked soldiers to write "Uprising, at 

the night of Mid-Autumn Festival" on papers, put 

them into mooncakes and sell them to the Han 

people. On the night of the Festival the uprising took 

place successfully. From then on, people ate 

mooncakes every Mid-Autumn Festival to 

commemorate the uprising 

 

The Mongolians celebrated the harvest moon 

differently and would ‘chase the moon’. People, 

mainly young men, mounted their horses when the 

moon rose in the East and would ride across the land 

until it set in the West. What a feat.  

 

The custom of "stealing moon vegetables" is popular 

in Dong villages in Human as, again according to 

legend, fairies from the Moon Palace would descend 

to spread ’selfless’ nectar over the mortal world.  

People would share the fruit and vegetables with 

nectar together. On the evening of the Mid-Autumn 

Festival, Duong girls with umbrellas will choose their 

lover’s garden to pick melons and vegetables and it 

would not be considered as "stealing". "Hey! Your 

melons and vegetables have been taken by me. You 

please go to my home to have oil-tea!" they call. If 

they pick a twin vegetable or fruit, it signifies that 

they will be lucky in love so cow peas growing in 

pairs have become the picking targets Men also steal 

moon vegetables because they wish fairies from the 

Moon Palace to grant them happiness as well. 

 

 However, they can only cook them up to eat in the 

wild rather than bring them home. Stealing Moon 

vegetables gives the Dong villagers great joy. Would 

this be a custom we could embrace in our village? 

 

Jane Ristic 
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And finally – 
Sent in by Mavis Beaumont 

 

How to pronounce English (hints for 

foreigners) 

 
I take it you already know 

Of tough and bough and cough and dough 

Others may stumble but not you, 

On hiccough, thorough, laugh and through. 

Well done! And now you wish perhaps, 

To learn of less  familiar traps? 

 

Beware of heard, a dreadful word 

That looks like beard and sounds like bird, 

 And dead : it’s said like bed, not bead- 

For goodness sake don’t call it ‘deed’ 

Watch out for meat and great and threat 

They rhyme with suite and straight and debt 

 

A moth is not a moth in mother 

Nor both in bother, broth in brother 

And here is not a match for there 

Nor dear and fear for bear and pear, 

And then there’s dose and rose and lose- 

Just look them up- and goose and choose. 

And cork and work and card and ward 

And font and front and word and sword, 

And do and go and thwart and cart- 

Come, come, I’ve hardly made a start: 

A dreadful  language? Man alive, 

I’d mastered it when I was five! 

 

 

When the English tongue we speak 

Why is break not rhymed with freak? 

Will you tell me why it’s true 

We say sew but likewise few; 

And the maker of a verse 

Cannot cap his horse with worse? 

Beard sounds not the same as heard; 

Cord is different from word; 

Cow is cow but low is low, 

Shoe is never rhymed with foe. 

Think of hose and dose and lose: 

And think of goose and yet of choose. 

Think of comb and tomb and bomb; 

Doll and roll and home and some, 

And since pay is rhymed with say, 

Why not paid with said, I pray? 

We have blood and food and good; 

Mould is not pronounced like could. 

Wherefore done, but gone and lone? 

Is there any reason known? 

And in short, it seems to me 

Sounds and letters disagree. 

 

 

 

Bar staff at Thorfest by John Spivey 

 

 

 

 

 

Thorfest photo by Barrie Phillips 
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Thorverton Parish Information 
AIR AMBULANCE EMERGENCY - QUOTE NATIONAL GRID REFERENCE 
RECREATION GROUND - Sheet 192 SS 923019 MEMORIAL HALL FIELD - Sheet 192 SS 926019 
 
Carers' Support Group  Anne Higman, Wyndham House Surgery, Silverton. 860034. 
      Meetings - 3rd Wednesday of month, Wyndham House, 2.30-4.30 p.m. 
Church (C of E)    The Revd. Douglas Dettmer, The Rectory, Thorverton. 860332 
 The Revd. Sue Sheppard, Associate Minister, Autumn Haze, Rewe, 01392  841284 
 The Revd Julia Dallen  Assistant Curate   Tel 01392 861145 Email: julia.dallen@netherexe.org  
 Mrs Margaret Lowe, Administration Manager, 07594 714590 margaret.admin@netherexe.org 
Church Wardens  Edwin Greed, Fortescue, Netherexe. 841231. 
Consort    Mary Thomas, 1 The Glebe, Thorverton. 860730. 
P.C.C. Treasurer   Jean Brown, Rydal Cottage, Bullen Street. 861176. 
Friends of Thorverton Parish Church Trust   Royston Kershaw 25 The Glebe 860419 
Church (Baptist)  The Revd. Maurice Harrison, 01884 258599. 
    Secretary Phyllis Langdon, 860932.  
County Councillor   Margaret Squires  
District Councillor   Cllr. Mr. R. M. Deed. 01392 861258. 
Doctors: Thorverton/Silverton  Dr Jon Wride & Lynne Anderson / Drs O'Brien, Ziegler & Keysell 
Electricity (Western Power)  Report a loss of power: 0800 365 900 Bill Enquiries: 0800 365 000 
      Street lights 0870 556 1851 
Friends of Thorverton & Silverton Surgeries  Christine Walker, 881501 
Gas Emergency    0800 111999 
Leonard Trust  Chairman: R Hughes. Secretary: Mrs. E Hughes, 3 Dinham Mews, Exeter EX4 4EF 
Library (Exeter Mobile)   Alternate Thursdays , 16.05 to 16.55 in Quarry Car Park 
Member of Parliament   Mel Stride  By writing:Mel Stride MP House of Commons London SW1A 0AA 

By phone:02072197037 By email:mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk 
Newspaper Reporter    Jane Ristic, 53 Silver Street, Thorverton. 860054 
Parish Council Chairman  Cllr. Stuart Crang,  
Parish Clerk     Mrs Jane Lane, Stable House, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062. 
Parish Council Meetings  2nd Tuesday of month, at The Memorial Hall, 7.30 pm. 
Parish Allotments   Contact the Parish Clerk - 861062 
Parish Council Notice Board Situated in School Lane, opposite the Thorverton Arms. 
   IMPORTANT!- PLANNING APPLICATION NOTICES ARE DISPLAYED HERE 
Planning notification applications  at http://data.gov.uk/apps/planningalerts alert via email when a 
planning application is published in one’s street, neighbourhood or wider area. 

Pension Service  PO Box 93, Plymouth PL6 5WJ. 0845 60 60 265 

Police    Non-emergency number:  101.  
Post Office Portacabin (TCT Ltd)  Quarry Car Park, Thorverton EX5 5NG Tel: 860455 
     Mon. to Fri : 9 am-1.00 pm., 2 - 5.30 pm. Sat: 9 am.-12 noon Sun: 9 - 10.30 am for newspapers only 
     Business Manager:                   Jan Hamilton  07764461575  
     Chair and Company Secretary: Heather Kershaw, 25 The Glebe, 860419 
Public Telephone Kiosk  Opposite the Church, outside the Bell Inn, Dinneford St. 
Thorverton C of E Primary School (Part of the Exe Valley Federation) 

Executive Headteacher  Mrs Heather Perry  01392 250821 
Head of Teaching and Learning (Thorverton) Mr Olly White  01392 860374 
School Governors: 

  Chair:    Bryony Gilbert  01392 851360 
Vice Chair:   Sarah Crawford  01392 860295 
Clerk:   Jessica Benger  07795 515048 

School P.T.F.A.  Chair: Katie Vanstone 860978, Secretary: Hannah James, 86107  Treasurer: 
Carole Pearn 
South West Water   24 Hour Emergency: 0800 169 1144. Helpline: 0800 169 1133. 
Thorverton Millennium Green Trust 
   Chair: Dame Margaret Turner-Warwick, Pynes House, Silver Street 861173.  
   Secretary: Lin Balkwill 860663 

mailto:mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk
http://data.gov.uk/apps/planningalerts
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Thorverton Organisations 
Amateur Dramatic Society (TADS)  

Chairperson: Colin Marshall, Vice Chair: Simon Ette, Treasurer: John White, Secretary: Alison 
Marshall. For meetings and events contact Colin Marshall on 01392 861228 

Art Group   Barrie Phillips, Crossmead, School Lane, Thorverton. 860529  
   Meet Fridays during term-time at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 am-12.00. 
Arts Exchange Becky Stannard, 7 The Glebe, 860737. 

 Monthly meetings in members' homes at 8.00 pm. 
Association Football Club Chairman: Andy Harris, 01392 851664,  
  Secretary: David Gregory, 2 The Orchard, Brampford Speke, 841803. 
Bridge Circle Graeme Culshaw, 3 The Glebe, Thorverton 860203.  
 Meets 1st/3rd/5th Thursdays at the W.I. Hut from 7.00 p.m.. 
Brownies     Contact Hannah 07925 981786 or Lisa 860609,  

Meet Fridays during term-time, 5-6.30pm Thorverton School Hall. 
Clarinet Group            Contact Peter Mason 860727.  Meets every Thursday morning. 
Cricket Club Chair: Charles Kislingbury,  
      Secretary: M C Denford, 14 Moorlands, Tiverton EX16 6UF 01884 255076 
   Fixture Sec: J Meredith, 190 Mincinglake Rd, Exeter EX4 7DS 01392 272504 
Focus Magazine Chair: Michael Ayre, Ratcliffe Farm, Thorverton.  
  Editor: Neville Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062. 
  Secretary: Geoff Bulley, Broadlands, Thorverton. 
  Treasurer: Bob Swaffield, Schiehallion, School Lane, Thorverton 01392 860309 
Friends of Silverton & Thorverton Surgeries  Coffee Mornings in the Lamb Inn, Silverton.   
 Held at 10-12 noon on the last Thursday of every month except December 
Golf Society Players of Thorverton Care of Exeter Inn, 01392 860206 
Guides                       Contact Lisa 860609, Meet Wednesdays during term-time, 7-9pm Memorial Hall 
History Society  Chair: Barrie Phillips, Crossmead, School Lane, Thorverton. 860529 
   Programme Secretary: Beryl Coe, 5 The Glebe, Thorverton 860876. 
Ladies Group Meet 2nd Thursday of month, (Venue and time - see Focus Notices). 
Memorial Hall Committee Chair: Mike Shelton, Tel: 861027, mshelton44@hotmail.co.uk 

  Treasurer/key holder/bookings: Jeff Grace. tel. 860489. jeff.grace@tiscali.co.uk 
  Secretary: Roger Fieldhouse. tel. 860768. r.fieldhouse@exeter.ac.uk 

Memorial Hall Market   2nd Saturday of the month, at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 - 11.00 am. 
Thorverton Pre-School   Rachel Mildon (Chair) - 861707 / thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com 
 Mon 9.am-11.45am, & 12.45pm-3.15pm & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm, 
 Tues/Weds 9.am-11.45am & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm, 
 Thurs 9.-11.45am; 12.45pm- 3.15pm & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm. during term-time, 
 At Thorverton Primary School site 
Thorverton Ambling, Rambling and Tramping Society (TARTS) 

  Caroline Prince 07749 775304 or Graeme Culshaw 860203 
See notices of walks in Old Post Office Window Bullen Street. 

Toddler Group Contact : Wendy Coles 861283 
 Wednesdays at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 a.m.-11.30. 
Rainbows     Contact Jean 860105 or Penny 861136, 
 Meet Tuesdays 3.45-4.45 Thorverton School Hall 
Royal British Legion  Chairman/Hon.Sec. P Furneaux, Hillcrest, Thorverton 860227, 

paf@furno.co.uk 
   Hon. Treasurer: Alex Fice 
Women's Institute  Secretary and Bookings: Sue Maguire 01392 860631 
 W.I. Meeting. 1st Tuesday of the month at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
 Whist, 4th Tuesday of the month, at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
W.I. Market & Coffee  4th Saturday of the month at the W.I. Hut. 10.00 am. to 11.00 am. 

mailto:mshelton44@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:jeff.grace@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:r.fieldhouse@exeter.ac.uk
mailto:thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com
mailto:paf@furno.co.uk
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Doctors’ Surgeries 

 

The Exe Valley Practice 

Dr JON WRIDE and Dr LYNNE ANDERSON 
 

The Surgery, The Berry    The Surgery, 3 Coach Road 

THORVERTON EX5 5NT    SILVERTON EX5 4JL 

Tel: 01392 860273      01392 860176 

Fax: 01392 860654     01392 861598 

www.exevalleypractice.co.uk 

exevalleypractice@nhs.net 

 

 

Opening times 

 
 GP on duty Thorverton Silverton 

Monday Dr Anderson 08:30 – 18:00 08:45 – 12:30 

Tuesday Dr Anderson 07:30 – 18:00 Closed 

Wednesday Dr Anderson am 
Dr Wride pm 

08:30 – 17:00 14:30 – 18:00 

Thursday Dr Wride 08:30 – 19:30 Closed 

Friday Dr Wride 08:30 – 18:00 08:45 – 12:30 

 

Surgery times 

 
 Thorverton Silverton 

Monday 15:00 – 17:15 09:00 – 11:45 

Tuesday 07:30 – 11:30 
15:00 – 17:00 

Closed 

Wednesday 09:00 – 11:00 15:00 – 17:45 

Thursday 09:00 – 11:15 
16:00 – 19:00 

Closed 

Friday 15:00 – 17:30 09:00 – 11:30 
 

 

There are no surgeries on Saturday or Sunday, but a doctor will be on call for emergencies only on 0845 6710 270 

 

REPEAT PRESCRIPTIONS (Monday to Friday) – You can request your repeat prescriptions by calling our 

dispensary on 01392 861622, or by using our online repeat prescription request www.exevalleypractice.co.uk. 

Please note that 48 hours notice is required for all repeat prescriptions. 

 

We accept credit\debit card payments for prescriptions 

 

We now operate a home delivery service for housebound registered patients. Please contact us on 01392 860273 for 

more information. 

 

 
 
 
 

http://www.exevalleypractice.co.uk/
mailto:exevalleypractice@nhs.net
http://www.exevalleypractice.co.uk/
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Waste Collection Dates for 2013 

 

Generally on Mondays unless stated 

 

a) Recycling and brown bins   b) General refuse 

Oct 7
th
 and 21

st
     Oct 14

th
 and 28

th
 

Nov 4
th
 and 18

th
     Nov 11

th
 and 25

th
 

Dec 2
nd

, 16
th
 and 31

st
    Dec 9

th
 and 23rd 

 

Mobile Library 
 

Thursdays, fortnightly, from 16.05 - 16.50 in the Quarry Car Park by Thorverton Post Office. 

 

                              

October 10
th
 and 24

th
 

November 7
th
 and 21

st
 

December 5
th
 and 19

th
 

 

  

 

Flag Flying days in  
None 

  

  

  

  

 

Bus Services 
Turner's Tours / Carmel Coaches (bus 678) Mon-Fri. 10.09 from The Berry and the Baptist Chapel.  

Return 13.35 from Exeter bus station, Stand 5. 

 

Stagecoach (service 55B) Mon-Sat (except Bank Holidays)  

To Tiverton: 07.55, 10.10, 12.10, 14.10, 16.10, 17.29 (this is the 155 service;  on Saturdays it is the 55B and runs at 

17.10), 18.10 from The Berry and Broadlands.  

Return from Tiverton Bus Station: 07.40, 08.35, 10.45, 12.45, 14.45, 15.55 (Mondays to Fridays term-time only), 

16.45, 17.45. 

 

To Exeter: 08.05, 09.00, 11.10, 13.10, 15.10, 16.20 (Mondays to Fridays term-time only), 17.10, 18.10 from The 

Berry and Broadlands.  

Return from Exeter Bus Station: 07.30, 09.45, 11.45, 13.45, 15.45, 17.05 (this is the 155 service; on Saturdays it is 

the 55B and runs at 16.45), 17.45.  

 

Stagecoach 55 service runs pretty much every half-hour in each direction along the Exeter-Tiverton road, stopping 

at the Thorverton turn (the Ruffwell). Please consult Stagecoach 55 Group timetable for details of this service. 

 

Stagecoach free service to the Co-Op, Broadclyst, from Broadlands on Tuesdays 9.20am. 

 

Stagecoach offers a variety of concessions for regular commuters, shoppers, children, students and jobseekers as 

well as one-day unlimited-use Explorer tickets. Further details from Stagecoach: 01392 427711 or 01803 664500 or 

www.stagecoachbus.com or www.devon.gov.uk/devonbus. 

 

Devonbus Timetable Information: call Traveline 0871 200 2233 Timetables available at the Post Office 
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Diary 2013 
 

Please notify FOCUS Editor of additions or changes. 

(Email: focusonthorverton@yahoo.co.uk or phone Neville Lane on 861062) 

 

 

 
OCTOBER 

Tues 1
st
      Bingo (Thorverton Country Show) Eyes down 7.30 

WI event - History of Morris Dancing by John Lewis, WI Hut, 2pm  

Community Choir 6 – 7pm Exeter Inn  
Sat 5

th
  TARTS walk, meet opposite parish church, 9.30am 

  TADS performance of Appointment to View, Memorial Hall, 7.30pm 

Sun 6
th
  Harvest Festival Family Service at Parish Church, 10.00 

Mon 7
th  

Youth Group, WI Hut 7.30-9pm 

  TADS performance of Appointment to View, Memorial Hall, 3pm 

Fri 11
th
   WI Quiz and Pasty Supper, WI Hut, 7.30pm 

Sat 10
th 

RDA Coffee Morning 10.30-12 , 27 The Glebe 
Tues 15

th
           Community Choir, 6 -7pm at The Exeter Inn 

 Tues 15th Royal British Legion AGM, Exeter Inn 7pm 
Sat 20

th
  Advice surgery with Mel Stride MP, Thorverton Arms 

Mon 21
th 

Youth Group, WI Hut 7.30-9pm 

Fri 25
th
  History Society, Eleanor Coade by Geoffrey Harding, WI Hut, 7.30pm 

Sat 26
th
   WI Coffee morning and market, WI Hut, 10-11am 

Wed 30
th 

Exe Valley Practice Flu Clinic, Memorial Hall 

 

NOVEMBER 

Tues 5
th
   WI visit to Quicke’s Cheeses, Newton St Cyres, 11am, lunch in Crediton 

Tues 5
th
           Community Choir, 6- 7pm at The Exeter Inn 

Tues 19
th
           Community Choir, 6 - 7pm at The Exeter Inn 

 Tues 19
th
   Travelling Trends Fashion Show, WI Hut, 7.30pm 

Fri 22
nd

  History Society, Shackleton’s Amazing Antarctic Adventure by John Dike, WI Hut, 7.30pm 

Sat 23
rd

   WI Christmas Coffee Morning and Market, WI Hut, 10-11.30am 

 Sat 23
th
 Exeter Male Voice Choir – Concert, Parish Church, 7.30pm 

Sat 30
th
  Holly Ball, Memorial Hall 

  

DECEMBER 

Tues 3
rd

   WI Christmas Flower Decoration Workshop and Christmas Tea, WI Hut, 2pm 

Tues 3
rd 

             Community Choir, 6 -7pm at The Exeter Inn 

Tues 17
th
            Community Choir, 6- 7pm at The Exeter Inn 

 Sat 21
st
   WI Coffee Morning and Market, WI Hut, 10-11am 

 

JANUARY 2014 

Fri 24
th
  History Society AGM and speaker (to be announced), WI Hut, 7.30pm 

 


