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The Editor welcomes interesting news items, reports etc. for publication. Items for inclusion in Focus should be 

accompanied by the name of the originator, which may be withheld from print if requested. The aims of Focus are: 

 

 To produce a non-political monthly magazine serving the people of the parish of Thorverton, providing 

them with information on activities in the parish; 

 For the magazine to be one that villagers are proud of; 

 To provide a window for those outside Thorverton to see what the village has to offer; 

 To promote local businesses through advertising; and 

 To run at a small annual profit, but with surplus funds put to support village organisations for the benefit of 

Thorverton residents. 

 

Items for publication, adverts, changes to adverts, Diary entries, changes to Thorverton Information lists should be 

sent to the Editor, preferably as plain text in an email, or as a Word doc file or a pdf file email attachment (to 

thorvertonfocus@gmail.com) by the 20
th
 of the month prior to publication please.  All items received are 

acknowledged, so if you don’t receive an acknowledgment within a few days, please assume not received. 

 

Computer file formats: We prefer plain text files: .ODT files, .DOC files, .RTF files and .WPS files because our 
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The following advertising charges apply: 

 

 Maximum dimensions COST per ENTRY FULL YEAR (11 entries) 

Half page 18.2 cm x 12.2 cm £5.00   £50.00 

Quarter page 8.5 cm x 12.2 cm £2.50   £25.00 

One-eighth page 8.5 cm x 5.8 cm  £1.50   £15.00 

 

LOCAL ORGANISATION and CHARITIES ADVERTISEMENTS 

 COST per ENTRY 

Half page   £3.00 

Quarter or one-eighth page   free of charge 

 

Front Cover:  Spring blossom in Thorverton 

The opinions and views expressed by contributors within the magazine are not necessarily those of Focus 

producers or of the Focus Committee. 

Cheques made payable to “Focus” 

mailto:thorvertonfocus@gmail.com
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Editorial 
 

Thorverton has well and truly awakened from its 

winter slumber and has sprung to life.  I say that from 

the number of articles and notices sent in for this 

month’s Focus.  This makes for a bumper edition and 

brings a certain buzz to village life.  The village is 

looking good and the signs are that it will be looking 

better still over the next few months. 

  

I have included a short report of the Focus Annual 

General Meeting, although I am not expecting many 

people to read it.  It did feel like a particularly good, 

positive meeting this year and I went away with 

several ideas of ways in which we might make Focus 

[even] better.  Is anyone still reading after mention of 

an AGM?  I hope so because one of the ideas was to 

have more frequent competitions, offering prizes 

worth having, and I want to say more about this 

here.  In particular we would like to encourage our 

younger villagers to have a go.  This month’s 

competition deliberately has a title that should allow 

plenty of scope:  it is simply “My Thorverton”.  

There are three sections – drawing/colouring;  

writing;  and photography.  Please see the notice in 

the Notices section for details of how to enter.  

Although I have said that we are keen to see plenty of 

entries from our younger villagers, I would also like 

to think that everyone could have a go;  I am already 

searching through my photos to see whether I can 

find three that suitably capture the title.   

  

By the time that this edition is published I should 

have celebrated a significant birthday.  When I joined 

the Civil Service more than 30 years ago I assumed 

that I would retire at 60, yet now that I have reached 

that age I somehow don’t feel quite ready to retire.  It 

would also have been nice to have retired after a 

success, but I will have to keep going a while longer 

if that wish is to come true.  

 

I should explain.  I work for the Rural Payments 

Agency of Defra, the agency responsible for paying 

Common Agricultural Policy payments to farmers in 

the form of the Basic Payment Scheme.  We made it 

crystal clear to farmers that they would have to apply 

online for their payments this year.  Sadly, things 

have not gone so well and farmers have struggled 

with our mapping system in particular.  We have had 

to accept that, while all farmers will have to register 

online, thereafter they will be able to claim on tried 

and trusted paper forms this year.  It is disappointing 

for us of course, but at least we have been able to 

provide the paper option as a fall-back, which I am 

sure many farmers will be pleased with.  I will try to 

keep work out of my editorials in future, at least until 

there are any significant successes to report. 

  

I do hope that you will find things of interest in this 

month’s edition and will join in with some of the 

advertised activities.  Enjoy the spring. 

 

Neville Lane 
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Thorverton Parish Council 
 

 

Listed below are some areas I hope will be of interest to  

you following the Parish Council meeting held on  

10/03/2015.  You can view a full set of the minutes on  

the notice board in School Lane.    

 

Alison Marshall 

Clerk to Thorverton Parish Council.   

Telephone 01392 861228      

E-mail thorvertonclerk@AOL.com     

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Planning Matters – received to the date of the meeting: 

1) 15/00028/FULL Erection of extension to 37 Silver Street, Thorverton. Granted. 

2) 15/00025/PNCOU Change of use Hewitt & Son Limited, Canns Farm, Store 3, Thorverton. Agricultural 

building to dwelling house. Refused. 

 

Exe Valley – Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) 

The Parish Council are pleased to advise that they are in support of Mid Devon District Council’s suggestion to put 

forward a plan to make the Exe Valley an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. 

 

Reporting of Highway matters:  

Residents are reminded that any Highway matters, including overhanging hedges and potholes, can now be 

reported on-line at  new.devon.gov.uk/roadandtransport/report-a-problem/  or at  devon.roadworks.org/  

 

Would you like to be a Thorverton Parish Councillor? 

If you would like to support the local community by giving your time as a Parish Councillor please contact me for 

details on how to apply or go to elections@middevon.co.uk  for an application form.  The closing date is 9
th
 April. 

 

Allotment news: 

Are you interested in taking on an Allotment? The rent is £10 per year (plus £25 refundable deposit) and there is 

only one vacant plot remaining.  Make contact as soon as possible to avoid disappointment.     

 

Countryside Access – local footpaths: 

The Parish Council are reviewing the local footpaths with the aim of putting together a list of those available for 

residents to use. If you are interested in being involved in this let me know and I will put your name forward.  

 

Annual Parish Meeting: 

This meeting will take place on Friday 8
th
 May, at 7.30pm, in the WI hut and will include updates from several 

local organisations.  All are welcome to attend. 

 

Car parking on village pavements:  

The Parish Council are working with the Police to reduce the number of cars parked on pavements around the 

village especially where there is sufficient room on-road for parking such as in Silver Street.  On-road parking 

makes pavements safer and is proven to slow traffic down so please consider this when you next go to park on a 

pavement.   

 

Conservation Area Review: 

A response from the Parish Council has been submitted to MDDC in this connection suggesting that no change at 

all be made to the current Conservation Area boundary in and around Thorverton.   

 

Memorial Hall refurbishment contribution: 

The Parish Council are pleased to have been successful in securing £818, in favour of the Hall refurbishments, by 

way of a Town and Parish Funding application. 

 

mailto:thorvertonclerk@AOL.com
mailto:elections@middevon.co.uk
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Thorverton Memorial Hall Committee 
 

Reg. Charity No. 203778 

 

 

Chairman’s report to the AGM, 17 March 2015 
 

The business that has taken up much of the Committee’s time over the last year is the 

planned renovation of the Hall, which is now well underway.  The planning began over a year ago with 

expectations that the work would be completed by mid-2014. A building sub-committee was set up with Mike 

Baldwin as volunteer architectural adviser.  We thank him for all his hard work preparing the plans and overseeing 

the project and Colin Marshall for chairing the meetings of the sub-committee. 

 

After lengthy discussions about what renovations were needed, and a public meeting to sound out the views of the 

local community, invitations to tender were sent out in May. Unfortunately only one tender was received by the 

deadline and that was for considerably more than our available funding so a second invitation was sent out.  By late 

August three tenders had been submitted but all were too expensive.  We realised we would have to revise our plan 

to make it more affordable. The Committee agreed to invite Peter Wainwright to undertake the work and with his 

help we slimmed down the plan, reluctantly dropping a new store room for TADS and improvements to the toilets. 

It is hoped that this work will be done at a later date. Meanwhile, the treasurer, David Waldron, was seeking extra 

funding.  We are very grateful for all his hard and successful work, and to the bodies that have agreed to support 

the project:- Viridor (Pennon); Devon County Council; the Leonard Trust; Thorverton Focus Committee; 

Thorverton Parish Council; Mid-Devon District Council and Invest in Devon. 

 

All the delays and revisions resulted in a start date in mid-February 2015 and completion in June. We are very 

sorry these changes caused difficulties or inconvenience for all the users of the Hall, especially the regular users.  

We hope they will forgive us and return to the renovated hall in June.  

 

Meanwhile the Hall continued to function normally until mid-February although all the uncertainties caused some 

users to find alternative premises (we hope temporarily).  Throughout 2014 the Hall was well-used for parties, 

weddings, one-off meetings, etc. as well as regular meetings by the Guides, the Art Group, a Pilates class, Dance 

School and the School Samba Band. We are particularly pleased to provide some space for the school.  One-off 

events included a pie-night, an Antique Road Show, the Holly Ball, the School Christmas Show, the ever-popular 

Christmas Bingo evening organised by John White and a successful 50/50 Auction.  The Committee also organised 

the two Christmas trees for the village and the lighting of the trees ceremony, this year financially supported by the 

Parish Council and the Focus Committee. 

 

The Hall grounds and buildings were well maintained throughout the year by Peter Marshall.  A new health and 

safety policy was written and an equal opportunities policy agreed by the Committee.  Tasks were allocated to 

every member of the Committee which has successfully shared out the work load.  The procedure for nominating 

and appointing new trustees was also revised and simplified.  Representatives from TADS, the Parish Council, the 

Fun Day and Mothers and the Toddlers Group sit on the Committee which would very much welcome 

representatives from other local organisations and would like to have some younger members.  The Hall website 

has also been corrected and updated.  It is hoped this will attract more enquiries for using the Hall.  The Committee 

made another effort to help find premises for the doctors’ surgery although to no avail.  All told it has been a very 

busy year for members of the Committee.  The Chairman thanked them all for all their hard work and support. 

 

Hall Refurbishment 
 

The work to refurbish the Memorial Hall is progressing well. Externally the walls of the new kitchen and the small 

store behind the Bar are being built. Internally the suspended ceilings in the Large and Small Halls have been 

removed, the roofs structurally strengthened and insulation fitted to the ceilings and walls.  

 

The photograph below shows the present condition of the Large Hall with the suspended ceiling removed. The 

drawing shows the proposed Hall with glazed double doors to the external paved area, new lighting and heating. 

Due to the intermittent use of the Hall and need for instantaneous heating, it has been decided to keep the Hall 

heated electrically with new, larger wall mounted heaters. 

  

The present refurbishment work is to be completed on Friday 12 June. 
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Memorial Hall website and bookings 
 

The Hall website can be found at: www.thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk 

 

Bookings for use of the Hall after 12 June can be made at any time by contacting the events secretary: 

jeff.grace@tiscali.co.uk 

 

 
 

http://www.thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk/
mailto:jeff.grace@tiscali.co.uk
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Letters 
 

From Donna Hodge 
 

Thank you to everyone who took part in the AGE UK 

quiz that was on sale at the post office;  in excess of 

£200 was raised. I am sure that all who took part will 

be please to hear third prize came to the village. 

 
 

From Maurice Harrison of Broadlands 
 

One fine morning early in March I tore out page 19 

of the February Focus and set out to explore Neville's 

second proposed walk.  I was familiar with the first 

part, as the walk along Lynch Road, in both 

directions, has become a favourite of mine, and I can 

be found there most mornings.  But I had never 

before been up Eastern Down.  It is steep!  In fact, I 

think it must be the steepest climb around the village. 

It certainly made me puff and pant, and even stop a 

couple of times to get my breath back.  However, all 

this effort was rewarded when I arrived at the tree-

lined stretch described by our esteemed editor. 

 Neville promised "splendid views" and indeed 

these were absolutely breathtaking.  I felt privileged 

to enjoy so much natural beauty so near at hand. 
 

After this impressive vista there came a very muddy 

path leading downhill.  Definitely not to be tackled 

without wellingtons.  In fact the mud came two thirds 

of the way up mine.  Following the very clear 

directions, I ignored the first gate and took the 

second, marked Country Road.   It was when I went 

into the field that my adventures began.  I couldn't 

see any signs, Neville, (but then my eyesight gets 

worse by the day) and so it was not immediately clear 

in which direction I should proceed.  I veered to the 

left down a muddy slope but the stream at the bottom 

convinced me this was not the right way.  So I 

climbed back up the slope.  It really was very muddy 

and I slipped and fell over a couple of times.  I was 

comforted by the thought that I did have my mobile 

’phone with me, but then the headline, "Baptist 

minister airlifted from field", came to trouble me.  On 

the second fall it was, "Local pastor involved in 

cheap publicity stunt", which disturbed my thoughts. 

Happily, in the end, neither heading would be needed 

as I retraced my steps back to the gate.  This time I 

kept to the right, came down the slope, crossed a ford 

(was that right, Neville?) and found myself being 

stared at by a flock of sheep as I climbed up through 

their field, then through the gate and onto the road. 

Then no problem to find my way home through the 

lanes. 
 

No problem, that is, except for the fact that a violent 

wind came up rather suddenly, followed by hail and 

then driving rain.  I was soaked by the time I got  

 

 

back to Broadlands.  However, a hot shower and 

coffee time soon made everything fine. 
 

All in all, a great walk, highly recommended.  You 

definitely need wellington boots and perhaps it would 

be wise to wait a few weeks until most of the mud 

has gone.  But those views really were stunning! 

 

Thank you for the feedback, Maurice.  I would 

welcome feedback from other intrepid readers who 

have tried out any of the walks in Focus.  This month 

I have put in a walk that should be a bit drier 

underfoot – Ed 
 

 

FOR SALE - SUBARU FORESTER 2.0X  

        05 Plate    95,464 Miles 

        Owned from new.  Extremely reliable 

        OIRO £1800.  Please call 07850 694772 
 

FOR SALE -  

Full size pine bunk beds and mattresses - £105 

Mary Thomas 01392 860730 

 

Focus AGM 
The Annual General Meeting held on 4 March re-

elected the current post-holders: Michael Ayre as 

Chairman; Beryl Grace as Vice-Chairman; Bob 

Swaffield as Treasurer; Geoff Bulley as Secretary 

and Neville Lane as Editor.  The Treasurer reported a 

continued healthy financial situation, although the 

trading surplus, at £240, was a little less than in 

recent years.  This was partly due to a slight fall in 

sales (not helped by the closure of the Speedway 

Garage) and partly to a slight fall in advertising 

revenue.  We discussed ways of increasing sales.  

John Spivey has subsequently managed to get the 

Spar shop in Silverton to sell some copies.  Villagers 

are also reminded that we do have a delivery service 

for annual subscribers (£4 for a year);  please let 

Fiona Harrison know if you live in one of the main 

streets of the village and would like to avail yourself 

of this. 

  

Neville Lane set out some further ideas to raise the 

level of interest in Focus, including the inclusion of 

more competitions (the first of these is in this 

month’s issue).  Clive Hamblin and Nic Fice offered 

to try to arrange for more regular articles/reports 

from the school and pre-school.   

  

The 2016 AGM was provisionally set for Wednesday 

2
nd

 March, which the editor promised to publicise 

further in advance than he did for the 2015 AGM. 
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Notice Board 
 

TAG thorverton  

art group 
 

NEW TERM STARTS 
 

 FRIDAY 10TH APRIL 
 

FROM 09:30      
                             

@ THE WI HUT 
 

NEW MEMBERS VERY WELCOME 
 

TRIAL WEEK FREE – JUST TURN UP!  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 Thorverton Post Office & TCT 

newsagents/stationers 

Quarry Car Park, Lynch Road 

Thorverton   01392 860455 
 

offering a very wide range of post office 

services, newspapers, magazines, stationery, 

posting and packing materials, laundry service, 

photocopying – service with a smile! 
 

Mon–Fri 9.00–5.30 (closed 1.00-2.00) Sat 9.00-12.00 

Sun: 9.00–10.30 TCT paper shop only 

 

 

 

 

The Welcome Café 
 

from 2.30 to 4.00pm  

 

every Monday (except Bank Holidays) 
 

at the WI Hut 
 

  Meet old friends …… Make new friends 
 

Tea, coffee, biscuits, cakes and a warm 

welcome! 

 

 

SILVERTON LINK UP 
 

Voluntary Drivers Scheme for Wyndham House and 

Exe Valley Surgeries Patients 

The VOLUNTEER DRIVERS are  

Jean Hawkins 860849 John Kiely 861545  

Doreen Beer 860731 Stephen Roach 861042  

Mary Smith 861916 Dave Sleep 860678  

LINK UP service takes patients with medical 

appointments from home to surgery or hospitals in  

the area.  If you require transport contact one of the 

drivers mentioned above, giving them as much notice 

as possible.  If you use the service a realistic donation 

towards the drivers’ expenses would be appreciated.  

Payment is paid direct to the driver who issues a 

receipt. It may not always be possible to arrange a 

lift, as all our drivers are volunteers and cannot be 

expected to turn out on every occasion, although they 

will do their best.                                            
Roger Higman (Link Up co-ordinator) 860571 

roger.higman@homecall.co.uk  
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Ratcliffe Farm EGGS 

 

Free range, from rare breeds 

 

£1.25p / half dozen 

 
You'll find them outside the farm gate at all times. 

 

 

Mum and Toddlers/Baby Group 
 

Normally held every Wednesday morning, the group 

will be suspended temporarily due to the closure of 

the Memorial Hall for renovations. 
 

If you would like any further information please 

call Wendy Coles on 01392 861283 (Toddler Rep.) 

 

Thorverton Church Consort Practices 
(Thursdays at 7.45 – 9.00 pm in the Church) 

  

Wednesday April 1st, Thursdays April 9th,          

                                                             30th 

May 14th 

June 3rd, 18th 

July 2nd, 16th,   (9th is the choir party) 
 

New members always welcome. 

  

Thorverton Church Junior Consort 

Practices 
Mondays, usually in school, 3.30 to 4.30 pm 
 

New members always welcome. 

More information about both Consorts from 

Mary Thomas 01392 860730 
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THORVERTON  V.E. STREET PARTY COMMITTEE 
 

WARTIME SUPPER 
 

to raise funds for the 70
th
 Anniversary of V.E. Day 
 

FRIDAY 10
TH

 APRIL 7.30 PM 
 

THREE COURSE WARTIME MENU, including DRAW TICKET 
 

WARTIME MUSIC 
 

THE EXETER INN 
 

TICKETS £10.00 Available at the Exeter Inn.   

 
 

THORVERTON V.E. STREET PARTY COMMITTEE 
 

TO RAISE FUNDS FOR THE 70
TH

 ANNIVERSARY OF V.E DAY 
 

SATURDAY 25
TH

 APRIL 8.00 PM 
 

BUFFET AND BAND/MUSIC 
 

THE EXETER INN 
 

TICKETS £5.00 Available at the Exeter Inn  

 
 

THORVERTON STREET PARTY 
 

TO CELEBRATE THE 70
TH

 ANNIVERSARY OF V.E DAY 
 

IN BULLEN STREET  
 

SATURDAY 9
TH

 MAY AT 2.00 PM 
 

EVERYONE WELCOME TO COME ALONG AND ENJOY 

FREE FOOD, MUSIC, AND ENTERTAINMENT 
 

ANY DONATIONS OR HELP GRATEFULLY RECEIVED 
 

Please contact Dors on 861434 OR Jacques on 860596 
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Upton Pyne and District Garden Club 
 

 Show Secretary Mrs Chris Grundy, tel: 851970 
 

FLOWER SHOW 
  

SATURDAY APRIL 25th 2015 
 

2.00 to 4.00 pm 

 

ANYONE CAN ENTER! 
 

Free entry, teas and cakes, raffle. 

Bring your entries in the morning between 10.00 and 12.00  

 
 

 

SCHEDULE OF CLASSES 

 

Please read the schedule carefully and make sure that 

your entries match the description. Only one entry in 

each class except where the class is in two sections. 

 

1.        Daffodils or narcissi, 5 cut blooms in a vase, 

           can be mixed.  

 

2. 3 tulips in a vase. 

 

3. Collection of spring flowers in a bowl or vase. 

 

4. One stem each of three different foliage 

          shrubs, maximum width 18 inches and height 

          24 inches. 

 

5. One potted flowering plant - section a: indoor,  

          section b: outdoor. 

 

6. One flowering head of a rhododendron in a  

           container. 

 

7. Single camellia in a container. 

 

8. Table centre, may include non-plant material,  

          12 inches overall. 

 

9. One stem each of three flowering shrubs, 

maximum width 18 inches and height 24 

inches. 

 

10. One stem or branch of a flowering shrub or 

climber. 

 

11. Spray or small bunch of flowers to be judged 

for scent. 
 

12. Single stem of any flower or plant, indoor or 

outdoor, not already in other classes. 

 

13. Cactus or succulent. 

 

14. A miniature arrangement, maximum overall 

size 4.5 inches. 

 

15. Arrangement of fresh flowers in an unusual 

container. 

 

16. ADULT – “Reflections” – a composition with 

water, including flowers in which accessories 

may be used, maximum size 24 inches overall. 

 

17. CHILDREN - animal from vegetable material. 

 
HOMECRAFT CLASSES 

 

18. Adult - a fruit bread, any recipe, nuts allowed. 

19. Adult - upside-down cake - any recipe. 

20. Adult - salsa, your own recipe. 

21. CHILDREN - 3 jam tarts on a plate. 

 
                 PHOTOGRAPHY CLASSES 

 

Maximum size of entry A5 - approx. 6 x 8 inches 

including mount. No framed photos please. 

 

22. Adult – skyscape. 

23. Adult - pets in the garden.  

24.     CHILDREN - a flower painting or drawing. 
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14
th

 Sunnymead Gas-Up 
 

Sunday 10th May 2015 
 

10am to 4pm 
 

Vintage & Classic Cars + Tractors + 

Motorcycles + Stationary Engines + 

Miniature Steam 

 
If you have an exhibit that you would like to 

display, just bring it along from 10am onwards 

 
Russell from the Exe Valley Farm Shop is 

doing something he calls “Russell’s Rumble” 
 

The event is supported by: 
Mid Devon Tractor, Machinery & Engine Group 

East Devon Tractor, Machinery & Engine Club 

Devon Ford & Fordson Association 
 

There will be a Bouncy Castle, 

Tombola, Draw, Refreshments and 

Bric-a-brac Stall 

 

Wanted : Bric-a-brac and Draw Prizes or 

anything you can think of to raise money 
 

Entry is by donation, with all money 

raised going to Thorverton Surgery 
 

.................................................... 
 

Bingo 
 

Saturday 9
th

 May 
 

Don’t miss our ‘Barn Bingo’ on the 

Saturday evening at 7pm 

Everyone welcome 
 

How to find us: We are on the Raddon Road to 

the west of Thorverton Village - the first 

entrance on the right past the recreation field. 

 

Enquiries: June Lee – 01392 860317 

            Mike Lee – 01392 861449  

                                         (after 5.30pm) 

Police Notices 
Missing 

A small female black Labrador went missing in the 

Thorverton area on Thursday 12th March 20015.  
 

The dog is described as slightly greying around the 

muzzle, is micro chipped and dog wardens have been 

contacted.  
 

If seen please contact The Dog Warden on 01884 

255255. 
 

Lost item 

A man's black waterproof cropped coat went missing 

from The Thorverton Arms on Saturday 14th March 

2015 between 23:00 and 23:30hrs.  The coat has a 

Guinness symbol on it and inside had an item which 

the owner is very keen to have returned.  
 

Anyone able to offer information regarding the 

whereabouts of this coat is asked to return it to the 

owner or call the 101 number, quoting crime ref. 

17786/15. Thank you. 
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Helping with East Devon Arts 

Festival at Thorverton Church 

  

I’m sure you know or are thinking about it but just in 

case you need further details, dates for this year’s 

Arts Festival are May 12th – 16th.  
 

We’ll be receiving art and craft goods on Sat May 

9th, setting them out on Sun 10th and Mon 11th, 

manning the place during the actual exhibition and 

then doing the big high-speed clear up on Sat 16th 

late afternoon. 

 

We’ll be getting the church ready from Wed May 6th 

onwards and before that, doing the distribution and 

display of posters as well as other important admin 

and sorting jobs.  

Wed 6th is the day for setting up the art display 

boards and doing the ‘heavy stuff’ in preparation, so 

tell your strong friends and those with useful screw 

drivers, ladders, etc!! 

  

Also do please consider volunteering to sell cake 

draw tickets during the exhibition. It’s a good way to 

meet people and isn’t physically taxing! The cake 

draw raises c. £300 for the church funds so it’s well 

worth the effort! 

  

We now have web pages for people to look at with 

info about the festival so please view these and point 

your friends that way too. Also share them on 

Facebook if you can please. 

  
http://www.exeter.anglican.org/events/east-devon-arts-

festival 

  

http://www.netherexe.org/what-s-on/east-devon-arts-

festival-thorverton 

  

Poster distribution lists will be in church from Easter 

weekend onwards. It’s really important that we 

advertise well. Do sign up to distribute and display 

posters if you can. 

  

It’s always a good event so if you haven’t helped out 

before, then do consider getting involved with 

supporting our church and community. If you’re an 

‘old hand’ then you are most welcome again of 

course, indeed vital!! - maybe you’d also like to try 

some different tasks this year?? We look forward to 

another fun and successful festival week. 

  

With many thanks, 

  

Heather, Royston and Jean for East Devon Arts 

Festival at Thorverton Church 

01392 860419         01392 861176 

Church Week Refreshments 
 

As before, we will be serving coffee, tea, lunches and 

supper in the church kitchen 10.00 am to 8.30 pm 

(4.30 pm on the Saturday). 
  

We always have a tremendous response from people 

in the village and nearby and we are asking you to 

help us again. 
 

We plan to simplify the menu this year and Felicity 

Cashmore is in charge of coordinating the menus. 

Please contact her – 01392 860053 – for offers of 

contributions. We will be asking for quiches, lasagne 

(both including vegetarian), cakes, puddings, soup, 

chicken casseroles.  
 

Please give a list of all ingredients with your dishes 

and, please, no cooked rice. There are new strict rules 

about re-heating rice, so we will cook it freshly each 

day. 
  

Help in the kitchen to serve, wash up, etc.  Mary 

Thomas is in charge of the rota for helpers. The file 

will be at the back of the church so please sign up for 

any duties that you can manage. 

Mary can be contacted on 01392 860730. 

We are so grateful for all the help you can give. 

Many hands make light work. 
  

Anji and Mary do a big shop before church week to 

buy sandwich fillings. coleslaw, mayonnaise, clean-

ing materials, water, etc. and Mary is pleased to 

receive donations of money to pay for these items. 
 

We have contributions from many local businesses 

and people and it usually means that as soon as we 

start selling on the Tuesday we are making a profit. 
  

Anji Hartnell-Todd is in overall charge. She can be 

contacted with any queries, suggestions, offers, etc. 

on 07925 429235. 
  

Church week is always fun and makes a real 

contribution to life in the village as well as making 

much-needed money for the upkeep of our lovely old 

church. We look forward to another bumper year this 

year and hope that the village will rise to the occasion 

and that you will be able to contribute time, money 

and goods as generously as has been the case over the 

last 40 years or so.  
  

Looking forward to hearing from you – and thank 

you for your help and generosity. 
 
 

Mary Thomas  
P.S. 

There are still quite a few dishes left in the church 

from last year! If you have not collected your 

property please will you pick it up.  It is in the vestry 

to the left of the altar behind the red curtain.  Thank 

you. 

http://www.exeter.anglican.org/events/east-devon-arts-festival
http://www.exeter.anglican.org/events/east-devon-arts-festival
http://www.netherexe.org/what-s-on/east-devon-arts-festival-thorverton
http://www.netherexe.org/what-s-on/east-devon-arts-festival-thorverton
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The Rotary Club of Crediton 

                      Proudly Present 

An Evening with Tom “Spats”Langham 

    and his Trio HOT FINGERS also 

  featuring Vocalist Emily Campbell 

            www.hotfingers.co.uk 

 

Saturday April 25th 2015 7pm for 7.30pm 

at Sandford Village Hall Tickets £10 each 

from either Crediton Coffee Company or 

Sandford Village Stores or Tel: 01363 772468 

       Vintage Acoustic Jazz & Swing 

                Held in support of 

Crediton Rotary Starfish Literacy Project 

Licensed Bar & Refreshments available 

 

Generously supported by local Companies 

      Graphic PLC  and  A & S Paving 

 

 
 

 

 

http://www.hotfingers.co.uk/
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MY THORVERTON 
This competition has three sections, each with the theme “My Thorverton”: 

1. A drawing or colouring of a picture 

2. A written article or poem 

3. A photograph or group of up to three photographs 

Let your imagination run riot. 

There will be cash prizes totalling at least £20 for each section.  Entries 

should be sent to the Editor (Neville Lane) at 2 The Glebe, Thorverton, 

Exeter, EX5 5LS, or by email to thorvertonfocus@gmail.com, to arrive by 

Saturday 2nd May.  Entries will be judged at the Arts Festival in May. 
 

 
 

 
 

mailto:thorvertonfocus@gmail.com
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Parish Church Services and News 
 

APRIL 2015 SERVICES & INFORMATION   

The Netherexe Parishes - A Mission Community in the Diocese of Exeter  
 

Thursday 2 April 2015 Maundy Thursday Mission Community Service 
 

07:00 pm Holy Communion - within a simple meal [C] Upton Pyne Village Hall DC  

  

Friday 3 April 2015 Good Friday  

09:30 am Simple Morning Prayer   Cadbury DC 

09:30 am Stations of the Cross  Thorverton Lay Led  

10:00 am All Age Worship  Stoke Canon  Lay Led  

11:15 am Meditative Service    Rewe Lay Led  

11:15 am Service of the Word   Upton Pyne LF 

12:00 pm Good Friday Liturgy & Reading of the Passion Newton St Cyres  DC 

03:30 pm Good Friday Worship  Brampford Speke Chapel BOF 

05:30 pm Meditation  Poltimore DC 

 

Sunday 5 April 2015 Easter Day 

06:30 am Holy Communion  [C] Netherexe DC 

08:30 am Holy Communion [BCP] Brampford Speke  SS 

09:30 am Service with a Smile   Brampford Speke  LF  

09:30 am Family Service   Huxham  Lay Led 

09:30 am Family Service & Holy Communion  [C] Newton St Cyres MSS 

09:30 am Family Service & Holy Communion [C] Thorverton  DC 

10:00 am Holy Communion [C] Cadbury SS 

10:00 am Holy Communion [C] Stoke Canon HW 

11:15 am Holy Communion [C] Rewe DC 

11:15 am Holy Communion [C] Upton Pyne                   Archdeacon of  Exeter 

04:00 pm Evening Prayer  [BCP] Netherexe LF 

05:30 pm Holy Communion  [C] Poltimore DC 

 

Sunday 12 April 2015 Easter 2  Mission Community Service 

09:30 am Holy Communion [C] Huxham  DC  

 

Sunday 19 April 2015 Easter 3 

08:30 am Holy Communion [C] Brampford Speke  DC 

09:30 am Family Service   Thorverton  Lay Led  

10:00 am Holy Communion [C] Cadbury MSS 

10:00 am  Service of the Word & Baptism  Poltimore  DC 

11:15 am Coffee, Cake & Company  Rewe  

05:00 pm Holy Communion [C] Stoke Canon DC 

 

Sunday 26 April 2015 Easter 4 

09:30 am Holy Communion [C] Newton St Cyres   DC & LF 

10:00 am Informal Gathering   Stoke Canon  

10:00 am Service of the Word   Upton Pyne  Lay Led  

11:00 am Joint Service  Thorverton Bapist Church BOF 
   Joint with Parish Church 

11:15 am Morning Worship   Rewe Lay Led  

 With Exeter Street Pastors   

06:30 pm Evening Prayer [BCP] Cadbury LF 

06:30 pm Evening Prayer [BCP] Huxham  DC 

 

Sunday 3 May 2015 Easter 5 

09:30 am Family Service   Newton St Cyres Lay Led 

09:30 am Holy Communion [C] Thorverton DC 

10:00 am Service with a Smile  Brampford Speke LF 

10:00 am Service of the Word   Cadbury Lay Led 

10:00 am Service of the Word  Stoke Canon Lay Led 

11:15 am Coffee, Cake & Company  Rewe 
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11:15 pm Baptism  Poltimore DC 

05:30 pm Evening Prayer [BCP] Poltimore                                  Canon K Parry 

 Choral Evensong - sung by the Heritage Singers 

 

 

  

Services in the Netherexe Parishes 
Your parish churches aim to provide a variety of service types to meet the needs of the whole community.  Most Sunday 

services except those early in the morning include hymns and music. Everyone is welcome at all services 

 

Service With A Smile ☺ These services are designed for all ages and with the needs of young  

  children especially in mind.  They are informal and contemporary in  

style often including a children’s activity at the beginning; without 

communion and are led by lay teams. Services usually last about 35 

minutes and are followed by refreshments  

Family Service  Family services are suitable for all ages, may be with or without Holy 

Communion, are contemporary in style and are often followed by 

refreshments 

Holy Communion  [C] Traditional service in contemporary language [one hour] 

Holy Communion  [BCP] Traditional service in traditional language [one hour] 

Morning Prayer  [BCP] Traditional Morning Service [Mattins] from the Book of 

  Common Prayer [about an hour] 

Evening Prayer  [BCP] Traditional Evening Service from the Book of Common 

  Prayer [about an hour] 

Common Worship [CW] Common Worship Service 

 

Daily Morning & Evening Prayer in the Netherexe Parishes 
 

 

For daily services the format is generally Book of Common Prayer at Thorverton and Common Worship elsewhere, and the 

timing is about 20-30 minutes.  All are welcome. 

Morning Prayer is said on Mondays at 9.10pm in Stoke Canon church (during the school term, this takes the form of 

Collective Worship for Stoke Canon C. of E. School); on Tuesdays at 9.15am in Stoke Canon Chapel 

Evening Prayer is said on Thursdays at 5.00pm in Newton St Cyres church. 

 

Variations: Mon 6 Apr    No Morning Prayer in Stoke Canon church  

 
Who’s Who …..? Abbreviations Key 

 

 Vacancy    Rector    

SS The Revd  Preb Sue Sheppard  Associate Minister 01392 841284   sue.sheppard@netherexe.org 

DC The Revd  Dave Carrington   Assistant Curate 01392 841672   dave.carrington@netherexe.org 

LF Mrs Laura Ford    Reader   01392 841753   laura.ford@netherexe.org 

 

Associate Ministers  

MSS Revd’s Michael & Sharon Simpson 

HW Revd Harold Whitty 

BOF Baptist Officiant 

 

For more information about the Netherexe Parishes please see www.netherexe.org or contact: 

 

Mrs Margaret Lowe [Administrator] 

Tel: 07594 714590 - Tuesday & Thursday [08:30 – 16:30] 

Email: margaret.admin@netherexe.org 

Correspondence:  The Netherexe Parishes, PO Box 734, Stoke Canon, Exeter, EX5 4WP. 

 

Would you like a lift to church?  May we offer you a lift to the parish church or to a joint service elsewhere?  

For transport to Sunday services from locations in Thorverton parish, please ring Steve Rendell on 01392 

860780.   

For transport to weekday Holy Communion at Thorverton please ring Margaret Turner -Warwick on 01392 

861173 

For transport from locations in Newton St Cyres parish please contact Mrs Charlotte Dyer on 01392 851618 

For transport from Rewe parish please contact Guy Sheppard on 01392 861022 
 

http://www.netherexe.org/
mailto:margaret.admin@netherexe.org
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Douglas and Chloe outside the Parish Church after Douglas’ last service in Thorverton, 8 March 2015. 
 

(For the report of the Collation of the Reverend Prebendary Douglas Dettmer as Archdeacon of Totnes, held on 

Tuesday 24
th
 March in the Parish and Priory Church of St Mary, presided by the Bishop of Exeter, see page 18) 

 

Parish Letter 
 

Waiting….. 

I am sure you have all noticed how presenters on 

television, when giving out the results of votes on 

shows such as Strictly or the X Factor or the Great 

British Bake Off heighten the tension by doing it as 

slowly and dramatically as possible. The camera pans 

across the contestants showing their tense facial 

muscles, crossed fingers or heads in hands. Then, just 

when you can bear it no longer the winner is finally 

announced. 

Sometimes I think it would be good when watching 

these programmes to be able to fast forward through  

 

that wait, to reduce the waiting and jump to the 

outcome – and it’s always a bonus to be able to do 

that when you’ve recorded a programme to watch 

later. You get to the part where the winner is under 

the spotlights with the cameras centred on them and 

the runners up who have gone through the same 

agonising wait are shunted to the side-lines. Only a 

few brief moments earlier they were anticipating the 

excitement of the possibility of being the winner and 

now they are sent away rejected, spotlights dimmed.  

These TV shows have redefined waiting to an 

agonising extended period of time. But the church 

has got waiting down to a fine art. We’ve already 
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been through the period of waiting at Advent and 

now we are approaching the end of a second period 

of waiting, the season of Lent, which helps us to 

prepare for the joys of Easter.  During this very 

special waiting time we have met together in our 

churches on Sundays and in special prayer gatherings 

on Wednesday evenings to pray for the world, for 

those known to us and for our mission community as 

it enters a time of waiting for a new minister.  We are 

all hoping that this period of waiting in the life of our 

parishes will prove a positive and blossoming time 

rather than just another anxious wait for the spotlight 

to fall on one person. But that rather depends on us 

and our attitude. 
 

In the church year, we arrive at Easter with a feeling 

of achievement after our long Lenten devotions. If 

we omit those preparatory weeks of Lent - the 

equivalent of fast forwarding through them - and 

arrive straight at Easter Sunday, then we miss out.  

To enjoy a good book it’s no good turning to the last 

page, discovering what happens and missing out the 

preceding chapters. It’s the same with Easter, missing 

out the preparation time of Lent and fast forwarding 

to Easter Sunday is like turning to that last page. In 

the week leading up to Easter, Holy Week, there are 

various opportunities to join in that preparation for 

the wonderful celebration of Christ’s resurrection 

from the dead and I pray that you will join us at some 

of them so that you too can properly enjoy the full 

story of the Good News of God’s great love for you. 
 

Wishing you all a Blessed Holy Week and Easter, 
 

Sue Sheppard 

 

Annual Meeting for Thorverton 
Parish in 2015 
  

The Meeting of Parishioners elects the 
churchwardens of the parish.  It is open to (i) all 
residents of the parish who are listed as such on a 
register of local government electors, and (ii) non-
residents whose names are on the Church Electoral 
Roll for the parish. 
  

The Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM), 
immediately following the Meeting of Parishioners, 
is open to all members of the Church Electoral Roll 
for the parish.  It chooses representatives for the 
parish in church councils and synods, receives the 
annual accounts of the Parochial Church Council, and 
reviews the life and work of the local church over the 
preceding year.  Please plan to attend these important 
and informative annual meetings for your parish. 
  
For Thorverton: Wednesday 15 April at 7:30pm in 
the Parish Church. 

Men’s Breakfast 
Back in 2001 a group of us got together to think 

about what could be done for the men of our 

parishes.  Foot and mouth had been devastating rural 

communities in Devon and although no-one locally 

was thankfully directly affected, there were lots of 

worries and concerns in our communities. 

 

From this the Men’s Breakfasts were born, cooked by 

men for men and with a speaker after it for about 20 

minutes.  Although these were organised as part of 

what the church does for these parishes, these 

breakfasts have never been just for church members; 

men of any church, of any faith or of no faith have 

always been very welcome and will continue to be 

so.  Grace is said at the start, a short prayer may be 

said at the end and the speaker occasionally has a 

Christian dimension to their talk, but that is the limit 

of any 'God' input; it is a great opportunity to get 

together. 

 

Those of you who have come regularly will have 

realised that these breakfasts have been on hold; John 

Dallen, who cooked the eggs, has left us for Sark; 

John Grist, who helped serve the porridge, has sadly 

passed on; Guy Sheppard has moved and cannot do 

as much preparation as before, and the rest of the 

team are all getting older.  However, some new, 

younger people have come forward to help, although 

we could always do with more even if it is just 

occasionally. 

 

We think that these breakfasts are still valuable and 

appreciated so we have arranged two so far for 2015: 

Sat 25
th

 April when the speaker will be Richard 

Whiteside, and Sat 20
th

 June when the speaker will 

be Bud Wendover. 

 

All men are very welcome at these which are held at 

Rewe Parish Hall (opposite the car park) and start at 

8.30am.  We finish by 10am, although if anyone can 

stay behind a bit to help with the washing up and 

putting stuff away, that is always appreciated. 

 

Do come along if you can; it is open to all men from 

anywhere, with or without any church affiliation.  

Cost is £3.50; we have never turned anyone away, 

but it is useful to book in advance, please, so that we 

can make sure that we have enough to serve you.  

David Boxall is the contact for this, his phone 

number is 841355 or e mail cdboxuk@gmail.com 

 

Hope to see some of you there. 

 

David Boxall, Guy Sheppard, John Stroud,  

Levon Stephan, Peter Colebrook, Steve Rendell 
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You couldn’t make it up 
I am assured all the following appeared in church 

bulletins or were announced at church services.   
 

1. Ladies, don’t forget the jumble sale.  It’s a chance  

    to get rid of those things not worth keeping around  

    the house.  Bring your husbands. 
 

2. Don’t let worry kill you off – let the Church help. 
 

3. Miss Jean Mason sang, “I will not pass this way 

    again,” giving obvious pleasure to the congregation. 
 

4. Eight new choir robes are currently needed due to  

    the addition of several new members, and to the  

    deterioration of some older ones. 
 

5. Please place your donation in the envelope, along  

    with the deceased person you want remembered. 
 

6. The Low Self Esteem Support Group will meet on  

    Thursday at 7 pm.  Please use the back door. 
 

7. Weight Watchers will meet at 7 pm on Friday  

    evening.  Please use wide double door at the side. 
 

Maurice Harrison 

Collation of Douglas Dettmer as 
Archdeacon of Totnes 
 

I knew it wasn't "induction" or even "enthronement" 

but it was only last evening that I learned the correct 

term, which is "collation".  So, on Tuesday 

24th March 2015, in the Parish and Priory Church of 

St Mary, the Reverend Prebendary  Douglas 

Dettmer, former Rector of this parish, was duly 

collated as Archdeacon of Totnes.  The ceremony 

took place before a large congregation in the context 

of Choral Evensong for the Eve of the Annunciation 

and was conducted by the Bishop of Exeter, the Right 

Reverend Robert Atwell.  In his opening remarks the 

Bishop mentioned Douglas's American origins but 

hailed him nevertheless as a true son of Devon. 
 

About a dozen Thorvertonians were present,  and all 

were there to express their affection to Douglas and 

Chloe and wish them well in their new sphere of 

ministry. 

 

We sang a wide variety of hymns, beginning with the 

fourth century "Of the Father's heart begotten," then 

the traditional Basque carol "Most Highly Favoured 

Lady," followed by Cardinal John Henry Newman's 

"Praise to the Holiest in the height" and concluding 

with a contemporary praise song by Graham 

Kendrick, "The Servant King." 
 

The Archdeacon-designate duly made the 

Declaration of Intent, the Oath of Allegiance to Her 

Majesty and the Oath of Canonical Obedience to the 

Bishop, following which he received the Deed of 

Institution and the Bishop's solemn blessing. 
 

The newly-instituted Archdeacon began his sermon 

by expressing the encouragement and gratitude he 

felt.  He then contrasted the traditional over-romantic 

view of the Annunciation with what it probably was 

in reality - to a peasant girl, hardly more than a child, 

perhaps illiterate and living in a hovel or a cave.  Yet 

that alarming news of God's incarnation was to be at 

the centre of world history.  He went on to say that 

we too are part of that incarnation in the world and 

consequently our task is one of loving service.  He 

quoted the hymn we had sung earlier: “And that a 

higher gift than grace/should flesh and blood refine: 

God's presence and his very Self/and Essence all-

divine.”  He concluded that Jesus the Word was made 

flesh and dwelt among us - and still does. 

 

The service was over and it was time for 

refreshments and fellowship.  We were able to greet 

the Venerable Douglas and spend a few minutes with 

him before heading back to Thorverton. 
 

Maurice Harrison 
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The New Pattern of Services 
 

For more than a year now the Worship Working 

Group has been discussing the need to change our 

monthly pattern of services.  The Worship Working 

Group consists of our clergy and a lay (non-ordained) 

representative from each parish in The Netherexe 

Mission Community who, together, have been 

involved in the planning and implementation of this 

change, which was approved unanimously at a Joint 

PCC meeting early in February.   

 

Change has become essential due to a reduction in 

the number of clergy within the Church of England, 

which means, for us, that in the future we cannot 

guarantee to have more than one full-time priest in 

our group of parishes.  The Netherexe Mission 

Community is made up of eight parishes with ten 

churches in all (Poltimore and Huxham are linked, as 

are Rewe with Netherexe).   

 

In order to make it possible for each church to 

continue to have regular Holy Communion and other 

services, it was inevitable that the frequency and 

timings would have to change.  These changes will 

already be evident in some of our churches, in others 

they will be in place by the end of April.  The new 

service pattern incorporates, not only provision for a 

monthly Communion service in each church, but also 

opportunities for other lay-led services and informal 

gatherings.  You will see that some churches have 

decided that they wish to be open for worship, prayer 

or discussion at the same time most Sundays. 

 

There has already been – over a long period – greater 

involvement by lay people in leading worship, and 

the new pattern of services will depend even more on 

these dedicated people.  All of this was planned, and 

about to be implemented, before the news of Douglas 

Dettmer's departure was announced, so it is 

particularly timely!  The changes may take a bit of 

getting used to, so I ask that you keep a close watch 

on the services information in “In Touch”, on the 

website (www.netherexe.org), and in the parish 

magazines. 

 

It is important for us all to continue to remember that 

we are part of a Mission Community of Churches, 

and to encourage, help and support each other as 

much as possible in the future.  We look forward to 

new possibilities and opportunities for worship, and 

for meeting each other, over the coming months and 

years. 

 

Gwynneth Keehner 

Facilitator, Worship Working Group 

Netherexe Mission Community  

Baptist Church  

 

Who Moved the Stone?  
   

This is the title of a remarkable book by Frank 

Morison, first published in 1930 and reprinted at least 

ten times since then.  It is remarkable in that it sets 

out the story of how Morison, as a student in the late 

nineteenth century (he was born in 1881), found 

himself influenced by the prevailing cynical attitude 

towards the gospel narratives.  As he expresses it in 

the first chapter of his work, tellingly called “The 

book that refused to be written,” he felt that the 

whole story of the life of Christ “rested upon very 

insecure foundations.” In later life he had the 

opportunity to carry out an exhaustive investigation 

into the claims of the New Testament.  He tells us: “It 

effected a revolution in my thoughts.” As he sub- 

mitted the texts to the most rigorous analysis, the 

conviction grew in him that these compelling docu-

ments were true historically and psychologically.  

“The irresistible logic of their meaning came into 

view.”   Hence the book that refused to be written.  
   

As a student myself in the ‘60s, I was greatly 

influenced by Morison, as were many of my fellow 

students in the Christian Union.   We were brought 

up on the 1958 Faber edition of the book.   I had 

always assumed that Morison was a lawyer.  Certainly 

his forensic skills are impressive!   It was only on 

researching this article that I discovered he was in 

fact director of an advertising agency.  Furthermore, 

his name was not Frank Morison, but Albert Henry 

Ross, writing under a pseudonym.  
   

Be that as it may, his work has been seminal for 

generations of students and others enquiring into the 

historic claims of Christianity.   And perhaps, when I 

assumed he was a member of the legal profession, the 

wish was father to the thought for I have always 

appreciated the contribution of lawyers to Christian 

apologetics.   When I was President of my Christian 

Union we invited Professor Norman Anderson, OBE, 

LLD, FBA, Professor of Oriental Laws and Director 

of the Institute of Advanced Legal Studies in the 

University of London, to speak at one of our 

meetings.   Students who came to listen to him 

expound his booklet, “The Evidence for the 

Resurrection,” may not all have been convinced 

(though many were), but at least none could accuse 

him of being an intellectual light-weight.  
   

Many distinguished lawyers before him had weighed 

the evidence for the resurrection and found it 

compelling.   In the nineteenth century, Lord 

Lyndhurst, widely recognised as one of the greatest 

legal minds in history, wrote: “I know pretty well 

what evidence is;   and I tell you, such evidence as 

that for the resurrection has never broken down yet.” 

http://www.netherexe.org/
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A former Chief Justice of England, Lord Darling, 

said: "No intelligent jury in the world could fail to 

bring in a verdict that the resurrection story is true.”   

These testimonies of leading legal minds, together 

with many others, may be consulted in McDowell’s 

“Evidence that Demands a Verdict” published in 

1972 by Campus Crusade for Christ.  
 

Modern examples of lawyers applying their legal 

training to an examination of the Christian faith 

would have to include Charles Coulson (infamous as 

President Nixon's “hatchet man”, he served time for 

his part in the Watergate affair) in his "Born Again" 

(Hodder & Stoughton, 1980) and Val Grieve in 

"Your Verdict on the Empty Tomb," (OM Publishing 

1996) in which he writes, "When I was an atheist I 

had an inbuilt prejudice against the Christian faith.  It 

was through examining the evidence that I became a 

Christian."   
   

I only wish that Professor Dawkins had read such 

books and such testimonies.   It is striking – and 

shameful – that in his “God Delusion,” primarily 

directed against Christianity, he does not deal 

with the resurrection.   And yet this is at the heart of 

the Christian faith!   As St Paul puts it, “If Christ is 

not risen then your faith in vain.”  
   

Besides the incontrovertible fact of the empty tomb, 

there remains the equally unassailable case of the 

change in the life of the disciples.   What changed a 

cowed group of believers, huddled together in despair 

following the public shaming and execution of their 

leader, into fearless proponents of the faith? 

Christians down the centuries have had no doubt.   It 

was the power of the risen Lord displayed in this 

event we celebrate at Easter.  
   

Christ is risen!   He is risen indeed!  
 

Maurice Harrison 

 
 

Ladies’ Group 
The next meeting will be on Thursday 9th April 

7.30pm at Beryl Grace's, Moss Bank, School Lane. 

 

Elspeth Holmes 

  

 

 

Legal Eagle 
Some readers may have seen the recent headline, 

“Poundland told to stop claiming  everything’s £1”.  

It seems that the Advertising Standards Authority 

have found the claim to be misleading as some items 

are sold for £2 or even £3. 
 

This reminded me of something which happened to 

my wife, Martina, just before Christmas. Martina was 

visiting a friend who lives in Kent and they decided 

to visit Tunbridge Wells for a morning’s shopping to 

be followed by a spot of lunch. 
 

The ladies visited a number of stores and in one (a 

store of national and international repute) Martina 

found a dress which she liked and thought that she 

might want to purchase. The dress was displayed on a 

rail to which a label was attached that read, ‘Up to 

50% off original price’. The label attached to the 

dress itself, however, clearly stated,‘50% off original 

price’ and the original price was shown as being £60. 

This dress, just to confuse matters, also had a second 

label on which £42 was written in red. 

Martina decided that she would buy the dress and 

tendered £30 to pay for it. The sales assistant advised 

that the price was £42. There then followed some 

discussion during which the sales assistant suggested 

that customers had, on occasion, been known to 

change labels in an attempt to purchase at a lower 

price. In response, Martina produced from the rail 

three identical dresses all of which had a label which 

read, ‘50% off original price’. 
 

The sales assistant then pointed to the two other price 

indicators, namely, the sign on the rail from which 

the dress had been selected, ‘Up to 50% off original 

price’ and the label on the dress which had £42 

marked in red. 
 

Leaving aside the defamatory implication made 

within the hearing of other customers that Martina 

might have engaged in switching the labels in order 

to buy at a lower price, what are we left with? 
 

Well, in summary, at least two possible price 

indicators on the dress itself, one of which clearly 

stated that the dress could be purchased for 50% of 

the original price, namely £30 and the other that 

stated that the dress could be purchased for £42. 
 

Clearly the store was under no obligation to sell at 

any of the prices indicated, or, indeed, to sell the 

dress at all. The display of goods with a price ticket 

attached being merely an invitation to treat. It is the 

customer who makes the offer which the store is able 

to accept or reject as it chooses. In this case Martina 

offered £30 and the store rejected this offer. 
 

But, if we turn our attention to the criminal law and, 

in particular, the Consumer Protection from Unfair 

Trading Regulations 2008, we find that Reg 3(1) 

provides that ‘Unfair commercial practices are 

prohibited’. Reg 3(4) provides, inter alia, ‘A 

commercial practice is unfair if – (a) it is a 

misleading action under the provisions of Reg 5. 
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Reg 5(1) provides, inter alia, ‘A commercial practice 

is a misleading action if it satisfies the conditions in 

either paragraph (2) or paragraph (3). 
 

Paragraph (2) provides, ‘A commercial practice 

satisfies the conditions of this paragraph – (a) if it 

contains false information and is therefore untruthful 

in relation to any of the matters in paragraph (4) or if 

it or its overall presentation in any way deceives or is 

likely to deceive the average consumer in relation to 

any of the matters in that paragraph, even if the 

information is factually correct; and (b) it causes or is 

likely to cause the average consumer to take a 

transactional decision he would not otherwise have 

taken. 
 

Paragraph (4) provides, inter alia at (g), the price or 

the manner in which the price is calculated. 
 

Therefore, a garment which has a price ticket which 

says on the one hand, ‘50% off original price’ where 

the original price is shown as being £60, and on the 

other a second ticket saying, £42, is a misleading 

commercial practice and in consequence most 

certainly falls foul of the above provisions. 
 

A similar set of circumstances occured in the case of 

Tesco Supermarkets Ltd –v- Nattrass [1972].  The 

case was brought under s11 of the Trade Descriptions 

Act 1968, the allegation being that Tesco had given a 

false description as to the price of goods. Soap 

powder was advertised in a supermarket, “Radiant 1 

shilling off giant size, 2/11d.” This was intended to 

apply only to “flash packets” which were marked “1 

shilling off recommended price”. As the supermarket 

had run out of these packs, ordinary packs were on 

display in store. A customer was charged the full 

price of 3/11d for one of these. 
 

Whilst clearly an offence had been committed, Tesco 

escaped liability by relying on a special defence 

available under the legislation, namely, that the 

offence had been committed by some other person, 

the store manager, by his failure to ensure that there 

were sufficient flash packets available. 
 

Naturally I wrote to the store in Tunbridge Wells and 

Martina received an apology. 
 

Martina subsequently bought the dress in the Exeter 

branch for £34. 
  

Clive Hamblin 
 

 

Ladies’ Group 
The next meeting will be on Thursday 9th April 

7.30pm at Beryl Grace's, Moss Bank, School Lane. 

 

Elspeth Holmes 

Women’s Institute 
On Tuesday afternoon the 3rd of March, Antony 

Powell joined us for a musical afternoon with his 

keyboard. We started with a rousing rendition of 

Jerusalem and he then played tunes from different 

shows, inviting us to name from which show, who 

sang them and wrote the words and music - great fun 

had by all! We then each chose a song from sheets he 

had brought, we all joined in for a good sing song. 

After tea and biscuits we had our business meeting. 

Flower of the month was won by Elizabeth Redler 

with an iris and Pauline Roberts won the competition 

with her favourite CD by Glen Miller. 
 

Mary Stevens 

 

 

Women’s World Day of Prayer 
In Thorverton this is organised on alternate years by 

the Parish Church and the Baptist Chapel, and was 

held this year on 6th March, when it was the turn of 

the Baptists.  We learned a great deal about the 

culture and churches of the Bahamas on that 

occasion.  Thanks are due to all who took part, 

especially those who dressed flamboyantly.  The 

service was followed by a most enjoyable soup 

lunch.  The amount sent to the WWDP organisation 

was £90.40 and will be used to help projects run by 

Christian charities around the world.   

 

Many thanks everyone. 

Phyllis Langdon 

 

 

Poetry 
Remembering the lost ones 
 

They sat in a row ‘neath the dome of St Paul’s, 

While the Archbishop prayed for the dead he recalls. 

They sat close together, appearing as mates; 

But below the surface lie hostile debates. 

They sat in a row, seeming like brothers; 

Yet not one would speak any good of the others. 

In pre-election speeches, fault-finding holds sway, 

How will the nation grow great in this way? 
 

So many young people have given their life, 

While the ones who sought peace are guilty of strife, 

With unkindness and meanness, dissension and hate, 

Who sat close like friends, midst the royals and great. 

When polling day comes and I go to the station, 

I’ll pick up the pen with much trepidation. 

Who shall I vote for?  Who shall I miss? 

Perhaps I will give each one a big kiss X 

And hope the result is matrimonial bliss. 

 

Doreen Beer 
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Primary School Gardening Club 
 

Recently, the gardening club at school met Alex Fice 

at the cemetery to clear the grave of one of 

Thorverton School’s past Headmasters. John Ashton 

Martin was “Headmaster of Thorverton Church 

School, 1885-1927”, as it says on his gravestone. He 

died only two years after retiring, on 23
rd

 November 

1929, aged 66. The group of children from gardening 

club cleared the grave of weeds and ivy. Under the 

weeds they found chippings, which they rinsed with 

water to remove all the soil and roots. They also 

washed down and cleaned the headstone, which is 

a granite Celtic cross. These photos show the grave 

before the children got to work and after they had 

restored it to its original appearance.  

 

The children pictured above with Alex Fice and Olly 

White (Head of Teaching and Learning until 

recently) are Chloe Fice, Daisy Samuel, Oli Gould, 

Samantha Parker, Ella King, Zach Vukusic and 

William Fice. 

 

The Martin family grave also includes John Ashton 

Martin’s infant daughter, Beatrice, who died in 1895 

aged 17 months, his son, Donald, who died in 1943 

aged 54, his wife, Jessie who died in 1946 aged 85 

and his younger daughter, Dorothy, who died in 1960 

aged 63. Dorothy Martin taught at Thorverton School 

during the 1930s. She taught Connie Fice amongst 

others. 

 

Alex has found a newspaper article about Mr 

Martin’s retirement, dated Tuesday, 24
th
 January 

1928. “Mr Martin … has just resigned under the age 

limit after 42 years of faithful and devoted service in 

the scholastic profession. [He] was the recipient of a 

wallet of Treasury notes, a wireless set, and an 

illuminated address … Mssrs S. Fice and W. Dart 

supported the Rev. J. H. Shaw in making the 

presentation …”  It was obviously a fine occasion in 

recognition of the work of a popular Headmaster with 

other speeches, light refreshments and “Mr H. 

Beedell also entertained the company with songs …”  

 

 

 

When Mr Martin died the following November, it 

was noted in the newspaper report on his funeral that 

as well as Headmaster of the school, he was also 

Choirmaster, Sidesman, Church Councillor, 

Bandmaster, Auditor, and Ringer. 
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School News 
 

The 3
rd

 Anniversary Of The  Exe Valley Federation  
 

It has been three years since the decision was made to 

federate our schools together as the Exe Valley 

Federation and we haven’t looked back! During the 

last full year we have really developed the supportive 

links between teaching staff at the three schools with 

shared curriculum leadership teams and phase group 

partnerships. It is quite usual to see teachers working 

in schools other than their own on a temporary basis 

and already we have made several longer term shifts 

for career development purposes. 
 

This term many of the children are exploring e-mail 

contact with their peers in other schools. We have 

reached the point now where children are quite 

familiar across the Federation and count children in 

all three schools as their friends. This has been 

achieved through the continuation of regular Leisure 

Centre activities for each of the year groups and 

through joint visits and residentials. This year, during 

the summer term, the year four children will be 

enjoying three days at Simonsbath, year five will be 

going to a PGL activity centre and year six will be 

taking part in a water based activity holiday at 

Brixham. The children always enjoy these outdoor 

adventures and gain a lot from the experience of 

being away from home with their peers. 
 

Our other great love across the Federation is the 

Expressive Arts and there is rarely a term goes by 

without some form of entertainment!  As usual, each 

school will be presenting their spring concert to 

families and friends just before the Easter holidays 

and, on a bigger scale, we will all be taking part in 

“A World of Song” at the Great Hall, University of 

Exeter. 
 

This public event is organised by the schools in the 

Crediton Learning Community and will showcase the 

upper school children in each of the thirteen primary 

schools and a musical theatre group from Queen 

Elizabeth’s.  The children will take to the stage to 

perform a medley of songs to give a flavour of the 

country they are representing.  For our Federation, 

Cheriton Fitzpaine children will be performing a 

selection from the Sound of Music as they are 

representing Austria, Newton St Cyres pupils will be 

playing steel pans and singing two classics from the 

Caribbean whilst Thorverton children will be singing 

songs made famous in the Lion King to represent the 

African continent. After this, the children from the 

Federation schools will be performing “We are the 

World” in the finale alongside children from 

Sandford, Brampford Speke and Haywards. 
 

If you  would like to join us for this  evening  of song 

tickets  are  on  sale  through   the  Northcott  Theatre 

Booking Office either in person or on line. The Great 

Hall is a very special venue and events there are 

always particularly memorable and enjoyable. 
 

Heather Perry, Co-Executive Headteacher 

 

Golf Society  
Sunday 22

nd
 February 

Unfortunately we were unable to play today as the 

weather was appalling, so we spent the time 

recounting golfing exploits by the fire, with beer in 

hand at the Exeter Inn. 
 

Sunday March 8
th

  

This was an overcast drizzly day, but we had a dozen 

golfers take to the course.  The winner was Jim 

Chappelle with 17 points, and a handicap cut of 1 

shot. Joint runners-up with 16 points were Rhys 

Roberts and Chris Harlow and 4
th
 was our new 

member Dave Murgatroyd with 15 points. Bringing 

up the rear was Nigel Augstburger with 8 points. 
  
The Donna-y trophy was a close run thing with Rhys 

Roberts forgetting to pick up a score card, but in the 

end it was awarded to Steve Gidley. On the 5
th
 Tee 

Rhys mishit his tee shot on to the road, but was out-

done by Steve who hit his over the road so we 

Donna-y he did that!  
 

The dates arranged for April are Good Friday 3
rd

 (It 

will be The 10
th
 Birthday of GSPOT’s) and Sunday 

19
th
. The dates for May are Sunday 10

th
 (round 1 of 

singles competition) and Sunday 31
st
. 

All aspiring golfers welcome, details from the Exeter 

Inn.  

                                                                   G S Potter 
 
Newton St Cyres Tennis Club 
 

At our AGM in March our retiring Club Captain 

Matthew Wheadon and Treasurer Simon Grundy were 

thanked for all their hard work over the last few 

years, and replacements elected. Names were picked 

out of a hat for the Wimbledon Ballot and the lucky 

ones will find out their ticket allocations when the 

Lawn Tennis Association send out the ballot results. 
 

Summer league matches are now starting, and a club 

singles ladder has also been initiated. If the spring 

weather and light evenings make you start thinking 

about outdoor activities why don’t you consider 

joining a tennis club? You are welcome to a couple 

of taster sessions before committing yourself. For all 

details see our website: 

 www.newtonstcyrestennisclub.co.uk  or  contact our 

membership secretary Laura Leigh on  01647 24259. 
 

Sally Baldwin 

http://www.newtonstcyrestennisclub.co.uk/
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Montage by John Spivey 
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Thorverton Co-operative Trust 
Ltd, supporting Thorverton Post 
Office 

Thank you as ever for your custom and support. 

You’ll notice Easter cards out in the shop right now. 

We try to have something seasonal as appropriate, as 

well as greetings cards for many different occasions 

and age groups. We also sell notelets, postcards, 

wrapping paper, lots of different stationery items and 

postage and packing materials. Newspapers and 

magazines continue to sell well and we have wheelie 

bin liners, a weekly laundry service and a photo-

copying facility. On the post office side there are a 

great number of things you can do other than just 

post letters and parcels. We often feel more like a 

bank and many people rely on us as just that.  

It’s good to know that so many of you make a point 

of coming to us, your community-run shop, FIRST 

and that you also make use of our other village and 

local retail facilities BEFORE you head off to the 

city, towns or supermarkets. It’s so important for us 

to keep our village ALIVE. If you’d like to help more 

by working in the shop or with the running of the 

business and organisation, please contact us. 

Likewise if you are not a member of the community 

organisation TCT Ltd and would like to sign up, 

you’ll find forms available in the post office or could 

contact me. 

We are very frustrated that there have been problems 

with the delivery of certain newspapers lately and 

regret that this is totally beyond our control and down 

to our supplier. And we have no choice about which 

supplier to use so can’t solve the problem that way! 

Please don’t give up on us – we need to keep our 

news agency running well in order to support the post 

office as you know. We’ll try to do all we can to get 

you the paper or magazine you want. 

 Please contact me, Heather Kershaw 01392 860419 

or Jan Hamilton Business Manager 07764 461575 if 

you have any questions or suggestions about our TCT 

business and talk to our Post Office staff or the Sub-

postmaster Allison Toogood about Post Office 

matters. 

Heather Kershaw 

Chair and Secretary  TCT Ltd 
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Thorverton and District History 
Society 
Poltimore House – Rikki Apps 

 

 

 
 

Rikki gave us a talk about what he described as his 

strange love affair with Poltimore House (PH) which 

started in February 2004 when he became a Friend. 

He is now Chair of the Friends of PH and their 

Photographic Archivist, having taken 1000s of 

photographs over the years. His early work as a 

Friend along with others was clearing the gardens 

and grounds of the house where many interesting 

artefacts were found. 
 

The house appeared in a TV restoration programme 

but was unsuccessful in getting money towards 

restoration. 

 

 
 

Work started on the construction of the house in the 

1550s on the instructions of Richard Bamfylde. It is 

likely it was completed by about 1576 but, as it 

passed down through the family over the years, 

further additions were made to the building. The last 

major building works were completed in 1908. It was 

a substantial mansion with over 50 bedrooms. 
 

At the rear of the house, windows from the Tudor 

period can be seen, and inside the courtyard is the 

original Tudor staircase. There are also Tudor 

fireplaces which have been uncovered in the house 

with lovely intricate carved stonework. 
 

The house was built from local volcanic stone which 

was rendered and with Beer stone for the windows. 

The property has some very fine plaster work with 

evidence of gold leaf covering. There was a tree-

lined avenue connecting the house with Poltimore 

church and Richard and his wife are buried in the 

family tomb at the church. 
 

During the Civil War the Bamfylde family initially 

supported the Royalists but swapped sides as the 

tides of the war changed. This helped the family after 

the War as they became MPs, JPs and Sheriff of 

Exeter. By 1912 the family fortunes were undergoing 

some changes – they had lost some money on a North 

Devon gold mining venture and some of the farms on 

the estate were sold off.  
 

The family continued to occupy the house up to 1920 

when the house, grounds and estate were offered up 

for sale. The family owned property elsewhere 

including a house in Exeter which was lost in the 

Exeter blitz. In 1922 the estate was sold but not the 

house. The house was leased out and became 

Poltimore College, a girls’ school which closed in 1939. 
 

In 1940 the boys from Dover College were evacuated 

to the house until 1944.  In 1945 the house was 

purchased by 2 doctors and it became a private 

hospital and maternity unit. In 1947 an operating 

theatre was constructed and at that time it was 

regarded as one of the finest in the country. 
 

The National Health Service came into existence in 

1948 and they took over the hospital until 1974 when 

the new Royal Devon and Exeter Hospital was built. 

It changed hands a couple of times but ended up 

being run as a convalescence / retirement home until 

1987 when there was a fire which damaged only a 

small part of the property. This was an arson attack 

by an employee of the owner but the property had 

already been repossessed by the mortgage company. 
 

Over the following 5 years there was much wrangling 

over the future of the property and during that period 

it suffered from theft and vandalism and fell into a 

state of dilapidation. Some of the stolen artefacts 

have been recovered and now restoration work is 

ongoing by the Friends. The house is owned by 

Poltimore Trust who have to raise funds for the 

restoration. One of the first things they did was to 

encase the house in scaffolding with a roof to protect 

it from further damage. 
 

The plan for the future is that it will become a “hub” 

for a number of activities which may include 

accommodation, restaurant, retail outlets and 

conference centre. Public access is permitted at times 

advertised by the Friends and many events take place 

there over the year. Visitors and Friends are very 

welcome and if you wish to help, please contact them.                                                       
 

Robert Turner  
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Nature Notes 
Nature Notes 
 

The cold weather in February delayed the appearance 

of frogspawn from between one and two weeks. 

March has been cold and dull with a few sunny days. 

When the sun shone insects made full use of the 

warmth to emerge and nectar on spring flowers. 

Pussy willow trees with their fluffy yellow catkins 

attracted masses of bees and flies and the humming 

sound from their wings was very audible.  
 

Every year I discuss about the time of appearance of 

frogspawn and other natural occurrences. This is the 

science of Phenology and is an important tool in the 

study of how wildlife responds to climate change and 

the potential effect it may have to the food chain.    
 

The TARTS walk from Wheddon Cross on Exmoor 

on 28
th
 February gave us our first sighting of the year 

of frogspawn in tyre ruts on the edge of Bin Coombe 

wood. As well as the famous Snowdrops we found 

Scarlet Elf Cup fungus (photographed here by Jean 

Brown) and saw a Dipper and Jay along the route.  
 

I had a report of frogspawn in a pond at Cleaves 

Close; I don’t know its arrival date but may be earlier 

than the Exmoor sighting. Frogspawn also appeared 

as usual in a pond at the Glebe [garden of the Editor] 

but not as much spawn as last year. 
 

On a walk around Cadbury Castle on 2
nd

 March 

frogspawn was found in a very shallow pool of water. 

Two Buzzards were flying in the face of the wind. 

Snow could be seen on high ground from Dartmoor 

right around to Exmoor. We watched hail moving in 

curtains through the valley eventually enveloping us 

which we embraced. We had prepared ourselves for 

the walk wearing cosy coats and hats. We spotted a 

geocache box there but didn’t open it as the fierce 

wind may have whisked away its contents.  
 

The TARTS walk of 14
th
 March took us to Steps 

Bridge and a walk beside the river Teign to see the 

wild daffodils. We saw Grey Wagtails and heard the 

call of Green Woodpecker and almost at the end of 

the walk met three birding enthusiasts armed with a 

scope, camera and binoculars. They pointed out 

Lesser Spotted Woodpeckers and Firecrest and 

alerted us to the call of the Lesser Spotted 

Woodpecker. While we were oohing and aahing over 

these birds a Grey Heron flew over and landed in a 

garden on the far side of the river. 
 

There are only 1,000-2,000 pairs of Lesser Spotted 

Woodpecker in the UK. The Grey Wagtail has a 

population of 38,000 pairs. Wildlife is categorised 

according to the level of concern of its existence, 

either of red, amber or green, where red is of most 

concern and green of least concern (in simplest 

terms). Lesser Spotted Woodpecker is in the red list 

and Grey Wagtail in amber. Green Woodpecker, 

Firecrest and Kingfisher are also in amber but our 

very popular Great Spotted Woodpecker is in green.     
 

In early February a Kingfisher was spotted along the 

Jordan stream near Thorverton old railway station. In 

late February, early one morning a fox was seen 

running across the old Country Fair field at Raddon. 

Between Fordy Bridge and Rixaford Cross a female 

Merlin was perched on a bramble sticking out low 

down from the hedge. As she took off she offered a 

sight of her beautiful brown and cream-barred fanned 

out tail feathers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sand Martins and Swallows have already been seen 

certainly on 14
th
 March at Slapton Ley, South Devon 

and Wrafton, North Devon and possibly even earlier 

than 14
th
. By the time you read this you may have 

also have seen one, one of our harbingers of spring. 
 

Next month I hope to include a piece on beetles. 
 

Jenny Garne 01392 860875  

jenny.garne2@tiscali.co.uk  

 

Competition Time 
 

We decided at the recent Focus AGM that we would 

run more competitions.  This month’s has the simple 

title “My Thorverton”.  There will be three sections, 

each with the theme “My Thorverton”: 
 

1. A drawing or colouring of a picture. 

2. A written article or poem. 

3. A photograph or group of up to three photographs. 
 

We don’t want to be too prescriptive, so let your 

imagination run riot.  We will be giving cash prizes 

totalling at least £20 for each section. 
 

Entries should be sent to the Editor (Neville Lane) at 

2 The Glebe, Thorverton, Exeter, EX5 5LS, or by 

email to thorvertonfocus@gmail.com, to arrive by 

Saturday 2
nd

 May.   

Entries will be judged at the Arts Festival in May. 
 

 

 

Last month’s Answer to the SEESAW PUZZLE: 
Each twin weighs 23kg. 

mailto:jenny.garne2@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:thorvertonfocus@gmail.com
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Elections on May 7
th
  

  

Are you registered on the MDDC Electoral Roll?  

Would you like a Postal Vote? 
  

If you have not registered to vote on May 7th 2015 or 

would like a Postal Vote please contact by email to: 

elections@middevon.gov.uk or by telephone on: 

01884 255255 and have your NI number to hand. 
  

Closing date for registration is 20th April 2015 but I 

would urge you to register as soon as possible. 
 

Bob Deed 

 

The Garden in  April 
We now enter the busy period for the vegetable 

gardener.  April is the month to plant your root crops, 

your potatoes, if you haven’t done so already, your 

peas and broad beans; maybe a second planting if 

you have some in already. Perhaps an early crop of 

runners at the end of the month, weather permitting.  

Lettuce, parsley, spring onions, spinach also need 

planting out. Some of these tasks need tackling 

before others.  For example, potatoes and broad 

beans and parsnips can go into the ground in March, 

if the weather conditions allow and the soil can be 

prepared. This, of course, is the crux of the 

matter….THE SOIL.  No amount of enthusiasm can 

overcome unsuitable conditions.  The soil must be in 

a condition to ‘work’ i.e. not too wet.  Sticky soil is 

unsuitable for most vegetables.  The soil must be able 

to break up when picked up in your hand and 

crumble into particles.  If it falls away in large damp 

wet clods, leave it alone.  If, on the other hand, it is 

still crumbling in clods but not too damp, turn it over 

with your fork and then leave it to dry out a bit more, 

then return in a couple of days and turn it over again. 

The art of good soil is to know when to work it and 

when to leave it alone. If in doubt, ask; everyone has 

to learn.  Once you know what you are aiming 

towards, it becomes easier.  

 

The next thing to work towards is keeping your 

weight off the soil.  Much damage is done by 

walking over and standing on soil you wish to be 

productive.  Use a board to distribute your body 

weight and avoid the damage of your footprints. 

Your aim is to aerate your soil; standing on your soil 

badly compacts it.  Always work away from freshly 

dug soil, never on top of it.  Once you have got used 

to following these rules and working off a board, it 

will seem wrong not to do so.  A board also has the 

advantage of a straight side and on a small plot can 

act as your guide for transplanting or seed-sowing in 

a straight line, hence taking away the necessity of 

setting up a string line.  Just keep checking it remains 

in place and doesn’t move! 

 

Once you are happy with the preparation of your soil 

and it is broken down sufficiently, a very fine tilth for 

small seeds otherwise they will slip down in the gaps 

and be too far from the surface to grow, you are 

ready to begin. One of the biggest pitfalls of growing 

veg is overcrowding and, although one can thin 

things out, if time is limited, it’s probably better to 

give the seeds and plants more room in the first 

place. So, before sowing, think of the size of your 

mature vegetables and how much time you have to 

spend looking after them. It is generally true that 

seeds will grow healthier if not competing for space.  

On the other hand, if you sow seed at the correct 

spacing, you are taking a big chance that those seeds 

will all grow and not leave you with enormous 

spaces. Probably somewhere in between is the best 

bet, accepting that some thinning will be necessary?  

 

It is at this point that, if you have grown on your own 

seed inside and transplanted into individual plants, 

you are at an advantage: a) you have a plant with 

healthy roots ready to grow on, and b) you can space 

these plants at the correct distance.  Peas and beans 

are particularly good grown this way, if you have 

time to do it.  I also grow my lettuce plants 

individually on a warm window sill. They took 2 

days to germinate and I shall transplant them 

individually into 7cm pots to develop good roots.  

When growing plants like this, it is necessary to 

harden them off before planting outside.  This 

involves taking them outside to acclimatize to outside 

temperatures.  A glass house is excellent or a cold 

frame.  To start with, I will bring them back in at 

night but soon they will fend for themselves, only 

covering with fleece if a frost is forecast at night.  

Remember that a plant is more vulnerable to frost if 

standing in a pot than if in the ground.  However, all 

of this requires quite a bit of your time and regular 

attention and watering etc. so, if time is tight,  

prepare your soil and plant outside.  A quick word on 

watering here.  There is no need to water every day 

but check every day and keep the compost slightly 

damp but not sodden.  Nobody should be under the 

illusion that veg growing is the easy option, but it can 

certainly be the most rewarding as fresh dug 

vegetables have a sweeter and fresher taste than any 

you buy in the shops.  

 

In the rest of the garden, plants are waking up.  

Before they really get going, make the most of the 

soil being workable to turn the soil between shrubs.  

This lets the air get into the soil.  Be careful not to go 

too deep around shrubs disturbing roots.  Clear away 

any debris remaining.  It’s surprising how much 

better a garden can look with just a bit of tidying.  A 

good time to repair and smarten the edges around 

planting beds and lawns.  A quick run over your lawn 

mailto:elections@middevon.gov.uk
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on a high level will pick up bits and pieces and again 

improve the look of the lawn.  

 

If you wish to move snow-drops, do so as soon as 

possible.  They are the exception to the rule in that 

you move them whilst they are still actively growing.  

They might look a bit floppy but by next year will be 

happily bedded in.  Remember to leave daffodil 

leaves to continue to feed the bulb for next year; they 

will die back when ready.  If you wish to move these, 

wait until they have died back, dig them out and re-

pot until October when they can be planted into their 

new position.  Just a reminder to cut back your 

Buddleja and  mop head and lace-cap Hydrangeas to 

a lower bud.  This will improve the quality of the 

flowers and stop them getting lanky and top heavy.  

Buddlejas can be cut back to a lower frame work. 

 

April is such a wonderful month of growth and 

change so make sure you can enjoy your garden 

whenever you can.  Everything you do this month 

will benefit you enormously for the rest of the 

season. 

 

Happy gardening! 

 

P.S. See you up at the allotments, Neville.  Just a few 

jobs to keep you busy! 

Lorraine Colebrook 

 

 
Recipe 
 

Special  French-Style Rice Pudding  
 

Devonshire milk, eggs and cream make this pudding 

extra special! A soufflé-like texture and good served 

with the first stewed rhubarb. Recipe for 4 portions 

from Paul Cleave.  

 

500ml (1 pint) full cream milk 

125ml (1/4 pint single cream) 

2 large eggs 

50g  (2oz) round grain pudding rice 

50g  (2oz) granulated sugar 

Finely grated zest of 1 unwaxed orange 

Optional extra 25g (1oz) desiccated coconut 

 
Bring milk and cream to the boil in a saucepan and 

add the washed rice and orange zest. Simmer gently, 

stirring frequently until the rice is beginning to soften 

[about half an hour]. 

Remove from heat and allow to cool slightly.  Add 

sugar, egg yolks and coconut, stirring well. 

 

Whisk the egg whites until stiff then fold into the rice 

mixture.  Pour into a buttered pie dish or soufflé dish 

and bake in a roasting tray of hot water [‘bain-

marie’], in a moderate oven until the pudding is 

golden brown, risen and spongy in texture. Serve 

dusted with a little icing sugar. 

 

Sustainable Crediton 

 

 
 

TARTS 
 
Thorverton Amblers Ramblers 
 and Trampers 
 
Recent TARTS walks: 
 

Our walk on 28
th
 February began at Wheddon Cross 

and took us through Cutcombe and down to 

Snowdrop Valley at the lower end of North 

Hawkwell Wood. The short circular walk is on 

private land which opens to the public each year and 

has become increasingly popular with people coming 

to view the vast carpet of snowdrops. There is a bus 

that runs from the car park to the bottom of the valley 

so if you want to see the snowdrops next year but 

don't feel able to make the walk down, or back up, 

this is a handy option. 
 

After completing our circuit of snowdrop valley we 

made our way up North Hill where we had some 

lovely views over Exmoor. We returned via Blagdon 

Wood and Little Quarme Wood back to Wheddon 

Cross. The walk was only 5½ miles in length but it 

was very muddy underfoot and hilly in places, so we 

felt very vindicated in treating ourselves to a cream 

tea at the end.  

 

Future walks and events 
 

Saturday 11th April - walk led by Jean 
 

Saturday 25th April - walk led by Graeme  

 

All walks meet opposite the church at 0930, and are 

suitable for dogs unless otherwise stated.  
 

Shorter walks are usually 4 – 6 miles in length and 

longer walks 6 – 9 miles, however precise details of 

each walk (length, gradient, lunch information etc) 

will be displayed approximately a week before the 

walk in the Old Post Office Window and on the 

village notice board.  
 

If you would like to be included on the email list 

contact Caroline (01626 865465) or Graeme 

(860203). 
 

Caroline Prince 
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Short Walks in and Around Thorverton 
Walk 4 (Cadbury Castle) 

 

This walk can usually be done in just a reasonable pair of [walking] 

shoes.  It is well worth doing in late-April or early-May when the 

bluebells are at their best. It is only a short walk, that should take 

no more than half an hour, but I suggest lingering at the top to 

enjoy the views. 
 

To get to the start of the walk, drive along Dinneford Street 

(heading away from the Thorverton Arms) and take the left fork at 

Thatchers Lane End, signposted to Cadbury.  After almost two 

miles you will come to a “lay-by”.  Park there and walk forwards 

for about 50 yards to where the road turns sharply to the left.  Take 

the footpath straight ahead, signposted to Cadbury Castle. 
 

I was interested to see that the signpost has on it “Mary Michael 

Pilgrims Way”.  I understand that this is part of a new pilgrimage 

walk across England from Cornwall to Norfolk, linking many 

Christian and pre-Christian sites, such as Glastonbury and Avebury.  

It goes through Crediton, Upton Hellions and Shobrooke, then 

Cadbury Castle and on to Bickleigh. There is even a guide book 

which can be ordered from the marymichaelpilgrimsway.org website (I 

have a copy if you would like to have a preview). 
 

Anyway, our walk goes up through woods carpeted in bluebells before 

emerging at the edge of a 

field.  Continue along the 

path, at the right hand side 

of the field, with woods to 

the right.  It is no more than 

¼ mile to Cadbury Castle.   
 

I did meet some foreign 

tourists a few years ago who 

were on their way back from 

the Castle.  They asked me 

if they had taken a wrong 

turn because they couldn’t 

see any castle.  As you 

probably know, our 

Cadbury Castle is an Iron 

Age Hillfort.  It was also the 

place where Thomas Fairfax made his encampment for his Parliamentarian forces before the siege of Bickleigh 

Castle during the Civil War. 
 

Once you get to the gate immediately before Cadbury Castle you have a choice of routes as the path is not clearly 

marked.  I recommend a circular anti-clockwise tour of the rampart.  The views are far-reaching and, on a good 

day, the air is beautiful too, so make the most of it.   
 

When you have explored enough, return the way that you came, through the gate and down the path to your car.  
 

Neville Lane  
 

Rainfall Record 
Despite a number of dry or almost dry days in February, heavy rainfall on 14th, 20th and 23rd took the total to 

70mm for the month. This was just a little below the seven-year average for Thorverton.  March has been 

considerably drier - but as I write we still have a week to go! 
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Garden Club  
 

On 16
th
 March we had a very enjoyable talk with 

slides from Graham White called  “Plants for a small 

Garden” covering a great variety of shrubs, flowers 

and trees which come into this category and giving 

some, at times quite comic, examples also of the way 

things can go wrong when sadly unsuitable ones are 

planted.  Graham does not have a nursery but is a 

lecturer and proved to be a great source of 

information who was able to give very sound advice 

to members. 

 

On Saturday 25
th
 April we have our annual Flower 

Show at Upton Pyne Village hall commencing at 

2.00pm although people wishing to exhibit need to 

bring their entries between 10.00 and 12.00.  There 

are always lovely homemade cakes served with tea 

and it is always a very enjoyable day with free 

entrance so do come along. 

 

Our next talk will be on 18
th
 May when Nick Baker 

will be speaking and showing slides on his visit to 

Bhutan – the “Land of the Thunder Dragon” which 

promises to be another enjoyable evening.  Nick has 

travelled several times to this part of the world so is 

quite knowledgeable on this area. 

 

New members are always welcome - we are a quite 

informal but very friendly group, so if you wish to 

know more about the Garden Club do give me a ring 

on 861 205. 

 

Ros Rowlerson

 

 
 

Photos by John Spivey 
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Thorverton Parish Information 
AIR AMBULANCE EMERGENCY - QUOTE NATIONAL GRID REFERENCE 
RECREATION GROUND - Sheet 192 SS 923019 MEMORIAL HALL FIELD - Sheet 192 SS 926019 
Carers' Support Group  Anne Higman, Wyndham House Surgery, Silverton. 860034. 
      Meetings - 3rd Wednesday of month, Wyndham House, 2.30-4.30 p.m. 
Church (C of E)  
    Revd Douglas Dettmer, The Rectory, Thorverton. 860332.  douglas.dettmer@netherexe.org  
    Revd Sue Sheppard, Associate Minister, Autumn Haze, Rewe. 841284. sue.sheppard@netherexe.org 
    Revd Dave Carrington, Assistant Curate. 841672. dave.carrington@netherexe.org 
    Mrs Laura Ford, Reader.  841753. laura.ford@netherexe.org  

    Mrs Margaret Lowe, Administration Manager, 07594 714590. margaret.admin@netherexe.org 
Church Wardens  Edwin Greed, Fortescue, Netherexe. 841231. 
      Royston Kershaw 25 The Glebe 860419 
Consort    Mary Thomas, 1 The Glebe, Thorverton. 860730. 
P.C.C. Treasurer   Jean Brown, Rydal Cottage, Bullen Street. 861176. 
Friends of Thorverton Parish Church Trust   Royston Kershaw 25 The Glebe 860419 
Church (Baptist)  The Revd Maurice Harrison, 966861. 
    Secretary Phyllis Langdon, 860932.  
County Councillor   Margaret Squires  
District Councillor   Cllr. Mr. R. M. Deed. 01392 861258. 
Doctors: Thorverton/Silverton  Dr Jon Wride & Lynne Anderson / Drs O'Brien, Ziegler & Keysell 
Electricity (Western Power)  Report a loss of power: 0800 6783 105 (replaces 0800 365 900). 
                                                 edf Bill Enquiries: 0800 365 000.  Street lights: 0870 556 1851. 
Friends of Thorverton & Silverton Surgeries  Christine Walker, 881501 
Gas Emergency    0800 111999 
Leonard Trust  Chairman: R Hughes. Secretary: Mrs. E Hughes, 3 Dinham Mews, Exeter EX4 4EH 
Library (Exeter Mobile)   Alternate Thursdays, 16.05 to 16.55 in Quarry Car Park 
Member of Parliament   Mel Stride  By writing: Mel Stride MP House of Commons London SW1A 0AA 

By phone: 02072197037.  By email:mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk 
Parish Council Chairman  Cllr. Stuart Crang,  
Parish Clerk    Mrs Alison Mashall, Dinneford House, Dinneford Street, Thorverton, EX5 

5NU. 861228. 
Parish Council Meetings  2nd Tuesday of month, at The Memorial Hall, 7.30 pm. 
Parish Allotments   Contact the Parish Clerk - 861228 
Parish Council Notice Board Situated in School Lane, opposite the Thorverton Arms. 
Planning notification applications at http://data.gov.uk/apps/planningalerts alert via email when a  
                                         planning application is published in one’s street, neighbourhood or wider area. 

Pension Service  PO Box 93, Plymouth PL6 5WJ. 0845 60 60 265 

Police    Non-emergency number:  101.  
Post Office Portacabin (TCT Ltd)  Quarry Car Park, Thorverton EX5 5NG Tel: 860455 
     Mon. to Fri : 9 am-1.00 pm, 2 - 5.30 pm. Sat: 9 am -12 noon, Sun: 9 - 10.30 am for newspapers only 
     Business Manager:                   Jan Hamilton  07764461575  
     Chair and Company Secretary: Heather Kershaw, 25 The Glebe, 860419 
Public Telephone Kiosk  Opposite the Church, outside the former Bell Inn, Dinneford St. 
Thorverton C of E Primary School (Part of the Exe Valley Federation) 

Executive Headteacher (Exe Valley Federation): Mrs Heather Perry 01392 250821 
Head of Teaching and Learning (Thorverton): Mr Olly White 01392 860374 
School Office (Thorverton): 01392 860374 
Chair of Governors (Exe Valley Federation): Marian Beresford 01363 866112 
Clerk to the Governors: Ms Jessica Benger: 07795 515048  

School P.T.F.A. Chair: Julie Davie 1363 772309, Vice-Chair: Pippa Eyles 861767,  
       Secretary: Annette Emanuel, Treasurer: Carol Pearn 860653. 

South West Water  24 Hour Emergency: 0800 169 1144. Helpline: 0800 169 1133. 
Thorverton Millennium Green Trust 
   Chair: Dame Margaret Turner-Warwick, Pynes House, Silver Street, 861173.  
   Secretary: Lin Balkwill, 860663,  web address: www.thorverton.org.uk 

mailto:douglas.dettmer@netherexe.org
mailto:sue.sheppard@netherexe.org
mailto:dave.carrington@netherexe.org
mailto:laura.ford@netherexe.org
mailto:mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk
http://data.gov.uk/apps/planningalerts
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Thorverton Organisations 
Amateur Dramatic Society (TADS)  

Chairman: James Muirden, Vice Chairman: Bob Hyde, Treasurer: David Salter, 
Secretary: Sally Salter. For meetings and events contact Sally Salter on 01392 
841740.  

Art Group  Barrie Phillips, Crossmead, School Lane, Thorverton. 860529  
  Meet Fridays during term-time at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 am-12.00. 
Arts Exchange Becky Stannard, 7 The Glebe, 860737. 

  Monthly meetings in members' homes at 8.00 pm. 
Association Football Club Chairman: Andy Harris, 01392 851664,  
  Secretary: David Gregory, 2 The Orchard, Brampford Speke, 841803. 
Bridge Circle Graeme Culshaw, 3 The Glebe, Thorverton 860203.  
  Meets 1st/3rd/5th Thursdays at the W.I. Hut from 7.00 p.m.. 
Brownies   Contact Hannah 07925 981786 or Lisa 860609,  

  Meet Fridays during term-time, 5-6.30pm Thorverton School Hall. 
Clarinet/Saxophone Group     Contact Peter Mason 860727.  Meets every Thursday morning. 
Cricket Club Chair: Charles Kislingbury,  
      Secretary: M C Denford, 14 Moorlands, Tiverton EX16 6UF 01884 255076 
   Fixture Sec: J Meredith,  Grayley, Dinneford Street. 
Focus Magazine Chair: Michael Ayre, Ratcliffe Farm, Thorverton.  
  Editor: Neville Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062. 
  Secretary: Geoff Bulley, Broadlands, Thorverton. 
  Treasurer: Bob Swaffield, Schiehallion, School Lane, Thorverton 01392 860309 
Friends of Silverton & Thorverton Surgeries  Coffee Mornings in the Lamb Inn, Silverton.   
  Held at 10-12 noon on the last Thursday of every month except December 
Golf Society Players of Thorverton    Care of Exeter Inn, 01392 860206 
Guides                        Contact Lisa 860609, Meet Wednesdays during term-time, 7-9pm Memorial Hall 
History Society          Chair: Barrie Phillips, Crossmead, School Lane, Thorverton. 860529 
                   Programme Secretaries: Graham Wills 860895 & Barrie Phillips 860529. 
Ladies Group             Meet 2nd Thursday of month, (Venue and time - see Focus Notices). 
Memorial Hall Committee Chair: Roger Fieldhouse, tel. 860768. r.fieldhouse@exeter.ac.uk 
                                            Secretary: Roseanne Benn, tel. 860768. r.c.benn@exeter.ac.uk 
                                            Events Secretary/bookings: Jeff Grace, tel 860489. jeff.grace@tiscali.co.uk 
                                            Website: thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk 
Memorial Hall Market   2nd Saturday of the month, at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 - 11.00 am.  
Thorverton  & Exe Valley Community Choir   Anne Vardy  01392 861184 amvardy@hotmail.com  
Thorverton Pre-School   Rachel Mildon (Chair) - 861707 / thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com 
 Mon 9.00-11.45am, & 12.45-3.15pm & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm, 
 Tues/Weds 9.am-11.45am & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm, 
 Thurs 9.00-11.45am; 12.45- 3.15pm & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm during term-time, 
 at Thorverton Primary School site 
Thorverton Ambling, Rambling and Tramping Society (TARTS) 

                  Caroline Prince 07749 775304 or Graeme Culshaw 860203 
See notices of walks in Old Post Office Window Bullen Street. 

Toddler Group           Contact : Wendy Coles, 861283 
                  Wednesdays at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 - 11.30am 
Rainbows                   Contact Jean 860105 or Penny 861136, 
                 Meet Tuesdays 3.45-4.45pm Thorverton School Hall 
Royal British Legion  Chairman/Hon.Sec. P Furneaux, Hillcrest, Thorverton 860227, 

paf@furno.co.uk 
   Hon. Treasurer: Alex Fice 
Women's Institute Secretary and Bookings: Sue Maguire 01392 860631 
  W.I. Meeting: 1st Tuesday of the month at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
  Whist, 4th Tuesday of the month, at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
W.I. Market & Coffee  4th Saturday of the month at the W.I. Hut. 10.00 to 11.00 am. 

mailto:r.fieldhouse@exeter.ac.uk
mailto:r.c.benn@exeter.ac.uk
mailto:jeff.grace@tiscali.co.uk
http://thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk/
mailto:thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com
mailto:paf@furno.co.uk
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Doctors’ Surgeries 
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Waste Collection Dates for 2015 
Generally on Mondays unless stated 

 

a) General refuse and recycling   b) Brown bins  

(i.e. black sacks and black boxes) 

 April 8
th
 (Wed.) and 20

th
                                April 14

th
 (Tues.) and 27

th
  

 May 5
th
 (Tues.) and 18

th
          May 11

th
 and 26

th
 (Tues.) 

  

 

Mobile Library 
The service provided in Thorverton is monthly, in the Quarry Car Park on Thursdays between 3.35 and 4.20pm. 

 

Next dates: April 9
th
  May 7

th
   June 4

th
  

 
  

 

Flag Flying days in April 
21

st
 Birthday of Her Majesty the Queen 

23
rd

  St George’s Day 

 

Road works 
If you want to see up to date information on road works, visit: http://roadworks.org/. 

 

Bus Services 
Turner's Tours / Carmel Coaches (bus 678) Mon-Fri. 10.09 from The Berry and the Baptist Chapel.  

Return 13.35 from Exeter bus station, Stand 5. 

 

Stagecoach (service 55B) Mon-Sat (except Bank Holidays)  

To Tiverton: 07.55, 10.10, 12.10, 14.10, 16.10, 17.29 (this is the 155 service;  on Saturdays it is the 55B and runs at 

17.10), 18.10 from The Berry and Broadlands.  

Return from Tiverton Bus Station: 07.40, 08.35, 10.45, 12.45, 14.45, 15.55 (Mondays to Fridays term-time only), 

16.45, 17.45. 

 

To Exeter: 08.05, 09.00, 11.10, 13.10, 15.10, 16.20 (Mondays to Fridays term-time only), 17.10, 18.10 from The 

Berry and Broadlands.  

Return from Exeter Bus Station: 07.30, 09.45, 11.45, 13.45, 15.45, 17.05 (this is the 155 service ; on Saturdays it is 

the 55B and runs at 16.45), 17.45.  

 

Stagecoach 55 service runs pretty much every half-hour in each direction along the Exeter-Tiverton road, stopping 

at the Thorverton turn (the Ruffwell). Please consult Stagecoach 55 Group timetable for details of this service. 

 

Stagecoach free service to the Co-Op, Broadclyst, from Broadlands on Tuesdays 9.20am. 

 

Stagecoach offers a variety of concessions for regular commuters, shoppers, children, students and jobseekers as 

well as one-day unlimited-use Explorer tickets. Further details from Stagecoach: 01392 427711 or 01803 664500 or 

www.stagecoachbus.com or www.devon.gov.uk/devonbus. 

 

Devonbus Timetable Information: call Traveline 0871 200 2233 Timetables available at the Post Office 

http://roadworks.org/
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Diary 2015 
 

Please notify FOCUS Editor of additions or changes. 

(Email: thorvertonfocus@gmail.com or phone Neville Lane on 861062) 

 

APRIL 

Fri 3
rd

   A Service for Good Friday, Stations of the Cross, the Parish Church, 9.30am 

Tues 7
th
  WI meeting – Owls R Us – Live Birds, WI Hut 7.30pm 

Thur 9
th
  Ladies’ Group, Beryl Grace’s, Moss Bank, School Lane, 7.30pm 

Fri 10
th
   Art Group, WI Hut, from 9.30am (and every Friday) 

  70
th
 Anniversary V.E. Wartime Supper, Exeter Inn, 7.30pm 

Sat 11
th
  TARTS walk led by Jean, meet opposite the Church, 9.30am 

Mon 13
th
  Welcome Café, WI Hut, 2.30-4.00pm (and every Monday) 

Tues 14
th
 Parish Council meeting, WI Hut, 7.30pm  

Wed 15
th
  Annual Parochial Church Meeting, Parish Church, 7.30pm 

Mon 20
th
  Welcome Café, WI Hut, 2.30-4.00pm 

  Youth Group, WI Hut, 7.30-9.00pm 

Wed 22
nd

  Thorverton Millennium Green Trust AGM, Exeter Inn, 7.30pm 

Fri 24
th
   History Society, Dr Roger Smith, Devon Cyder, Whimple & Whiteways, 7.30pm WI Hut 

Sat 25
th
  TARTS walk led by Graeme, meet opposite the Church, 9.30am 

  Coffee Morning, WI Hut, 10.00-11.00am 

  70
th
 Anniversary V.E. Buffet and Band/Music, Exeter Inn, 8.00pm 

 

MAY  

Sat 2
nd

   Coffee Morning in support of Friends of Exe Valley Practice, WI Hut, 10.00am – 12 noon 

Tues 5
th
  WI meeting – AGM and Resolution, WI Hut 7.30pm 

Fri 8
th
  Annual Parish meeting, WI Hut, 7.30pm 

Sat 9
th
   70

th
 Anniversary V.E. Street Party, Bullen Street, 2.00pm 

  Sunnymead Barn Bingo, 7.00pm 

Sun 10
th
  Sunnymead Gas-Up, 10.00am-4.00pm 

Tues 12
th
 Parish Council meeting, WI Hut, 7.30pm  

Tues 12
th
 -      45

th
 East Devon Arts Festival at Thorverton Parish Church 

Sat 16
th
 Tuesday to Friday from 10.00am to 8.30pm, Saturday from 10.00am to 4.30pm 

Fri 22
nd

  History Society, Keith Badman, Discovery of South Australia – Part 2, 7.30pm WI Hut 

 

JUNE 

Tues 2
nd

 WI Meeting Fursdon House; talk by Catriona Fursdon WI Hut 7.30pm 

Tues 9
th
  Parish Council meeting, WI Hut, 7.30pm  

Sat 27
th
  Coffee Morning, WI Hut, 10.00-11.00am 

 

JULY 

Tues 7
th
  WI Meeting  Waterways of Europe  WI Hut 7.30pm (To be confirmed) 

Tues 14
th
 Parish Council meeting, venue tba, 7.30pm  

 

AUGUST 

Tues 4
th
  WI meeting – Topic to be confirmed, WI Hut 7.30pm 

Tues 11
th
 Parish Council meeting, venue tba, 7.30pm  

 

SEPTEMBER 

Tues 8
th
  Parish Council meeting, venue tba, 7.30pm  

Sat 19
th
  Community Churchyard Clear-up, Parish Church, 10am-4pm 

 

mailto:thorvertonfocus@gmail.com

