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At the present time Focus is produced each month except one (August) and is assembled by volunteers on the last 

working day of the month. 

 

The Editor welcomes interesting news items, reports etc. for publication. Items for inclusion in Focus should be 

accompanied by the name of the originator, which may be withheld from print if requested. The aims of Focus are: 

 

 To produce a non-political monthly magazine serving the people of the parish of Thorverton, providing 

them with information on activities in the parish; 

 For the magazine to be one that villagers are proud of; 

 To provide a window for those outside Thorverton to see what the village has to offer; 

 To promote local businesses through advertising; and 

 To run at a small annual profit, but with surplus funds put to support village organisations for the benefit of 

Thorverton residents. 

 

Items for publication, adverts, changes to adverts, Diary entries, changes to Thorverton Information lists should be 

sent to the Editor, preferably as plain text in an email, or as a Word doc file or a pdf file email attachment (to 

thorvertonfocus@gmail.com) by the 20
th
 of the month prior to publication please.  All items received are 

acknowledged, so if you don’t receive an acknowledgment within a few days, please assume not received. 

 

Computer file formats: We prefer plain text files: .ODT files, .DOC files, .RTF files and .WPS files because our 

team have software that can read such files. BMP and JPEG files are preferred for advertisements and pictures. 

 

Advertisements and Notices 

 

Poster Type Advertisements: maximum size is half an A4 page.  Text for advertisements should be prepared as 

near as possible to how it is intended to appear.  Pictures must be supplied as required on the advertisement. 

 

COMMERCIAL ADVERTISEMENTS 

The following advertising charges apply: 

 

 Maximum dimensions COST per ENTRY FULL YEAR (11 entries) 

Half page 18.2 cm x 12.2 cm £5.00   £50.00 

Quarter page 8.5 cm x 12.2 cm £2.50   £25.00 

One-eighth page 8.5 cm x 5.8 cm  £1.50   £15.00 

 

LOCAL ORGANISATION and CHARITIES ADVERTISEMENTS 

 COST per ENTRY 

Half page   £3.00 

Quarter or one-eighth page   free of charge 

 

Front Cover:  Thorfest Poster 

The opinions and views expressed by contributors within the magazine are not necessarily those of Focus 

producers or of the Focus Committee. 

Cheques made payable to “Focus” 

mailto:thorvertonfocus@gmail.com
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Editorial 
The trouble with a two-month gap between editions 

of Focus is that anything that anyone said to me 

immediately after the last edition is lost for certain by 

the time that we come round to this edition.  So, 

although I have in my mind that at least a couple of 

you pulled me up for not having included or not 

having fully included your items in the July/August 

edition, I can't remember exactly who I need to 

apologise to.  Oh, the joy of getting older (there can 

be advantages in not remembering criticism of 

course, but we won't go into that now).   

 

If you were one to whom I should have apologised, 

please take this as my apology - and I just hope that 

we have included everything this month.  Actually, I 

know that we haven't quite.  That is because we had 

so much material that I had to hold over a few non-

time critical items, including a couple of photo 

spreads, until October.  I should at least have let you 

know if that is the case. 

 

That wasn't a great start - a whole two paragraphs of 

apology.  On to happier matters.  And what happier 

event could there be for the village than a second 

Thorfest.  I am sure that you are sick of hearing it 

from me but I thought that the first Thorfest in 

September 2013 was one of the best village events 

since I came here (and I have actually lived in the 

village for almost twenty years now – by the time I 

reach 80 I might almost be regarded as a villager).  

Thorfest combines music and drink, especially beer, 

and just having a good time.  I know that the 

organising team have been working incredibly hard 

to bring a cracking day's entertainment.  Do support 

it on 5th September please.  Focus has literally put its 

money where its mouth is, forking out for the beer 

glasses; another case of us being able to put back 

profits from the magazine to help village 

organisations. 

 

Another example of Focus funds helping to get 

things moving was our loan for the History Society to 

purchase calendars.  I am delighted to hear that they 

sold really well over the summer, and am thankful 

that I managed to buy one.  They are very 

professionally produced, so congratulations to those 

who provided pictures or otherwise helped with this.  

A very worthwhile venture which should bring in a 

few pounds for the Society.  Will we now be able to 

afford Lucy Worsley, or am I being over-optimistic? 

 

I hear that Thorverton featured in the national news 

on Thursday 20th, as part of an article on rural 

housing, although it had been sadly edited out of later 

editions of BBC's News so I didn't get to see it.  

Although tThe iPlayer may be good for catching up 

on programmes that you have missed, I can't find 

how to catch up on the main BBC News.  I wonder if 

anyone has a copy of the item? 

 

Neville Lane 

Focus Editor 
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Thorverton Parish Council 
Listed below are some areas I hope will be of interest to you 

following the Parish Council meeting held on 09/06/2015.  You 

can view a full set of the minutes on the notice board in School 

Lane.    

Alison Marshall - Clerk to Thorverton Parish Council.   

Tel: 01392 861228   Email: thorvertonclerk@aol.com  

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

Planning matters – data received up to and including the date of the last meeting being 14
th

 July 2015: 

1. 15/01004/CAT: Notification of intention to carry out works to 1 Cypress and 1 Lime tree within a 

conservation area at Mar Lodge, Dinneford Street, Thorverton.  The PC gave no comment.  

2. 15/01005/FULL plus LBC: Conversion/repair of existing barn to ancillary accommodation and internal 

alterations to Perry Farm, Thorverton. Grid ref: 292842/105700. The PC gave no comment.  

3. 15/00902/PNAG: Prior notification - erection of extension to an agricultural storage building. Land and 

Buildings at NGR 290063/103587 Kitlake Farm, Stockleigh Pomeroy. Noted by the PC. 

4. 15/1059/PNCOU: Prior notice change of use to an agricultural building class Q land and buildings at Canns 

Farm, Thorverton NGR 291522/101930. Noted by the PC.  

5. 15/01090/FULL Erection of single storey extension at Victoria House, Dinneford Street, Thorverton 

292471 / 102218. The PC gave no comment.  

6. 15/00878/FULL: Erection of an extension at Stone bungalow - full planning permission granted. 

You can view planning applications, decisions, and documentation at: https://new.middevon.gov.uk/planning/ 

 

Road Safety - Parking on the village pavements in Silver Street 

The Police have issued leaflets to car owners who park their car(s) on the pavement in Silver Street as this is 

considered unnecessary and impedes pedestrian safety. The Police have advised that when cars are parked on the 

road in Silver Street there is still room for vehicles to pass up and down the road safely but that they would be 

forced to reduce their speed which would have a positive effect. It was discussed and agreed that pavement parking 

on the narrower village roads would need to continue. The Police will monitor this matter. 

 

The Sheep Dip, Dinneford Street 
After consideration the PC has decided not to pursue the purchase of this area from the Church Commissioners at 

this time. 

 

Parish Council Website 

The PC are in the process of setting up a new website and would invite any resident interested in helping or 

advising on this project to come forward.  If you have any ideas on what should, or should not, be included on the 

website please let your views be known. It is hoped that a Government Grant will be available to help towards the 

costs. 

 

Parish Council Public Relations 

The PC are giving focus to improving the perception of the Council and raising awareness as to what it does. If you 

have any ideas or views on this matter please contact a member of the Council.  The PC is now represented at each 

Memorial Hall monthly market so why not drop in for a chat and a cuppa, to air your views and ideas, or to pick up 

some free leaflets and Newsletters covering various interesting local topics.  

 

Vodafone superfast internet service 

The PC are pleased to be supporting the Memorial Hall, Baptist Chapel, and Thorverton Arms with a small annual 

Grant towards this project with the aim of speeding up the service to the village for the benefit of all residents. 

 

Tree work: 

You may have noticed that the diseased tree and the old tree stump at the Rec have now been removed. Also some 

trees in the School field copse will have been felled by now to thin out the area and hopefully deter the rooks from 

nesting in future. Legal advice has confirmed that the PC has no obligation to take action to deter the rooks. 

 

mailto:thorvertonclerk@aol.com
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Letters 
From Elizabeth Redler and family 

 

We would like to take this opportunity to say a big 

thank you to everyone who has been in contact 

following John’s passing on Friday 3rd July.  The 

messages of condolence and support, as well as 

seeing so many friends and neighbours at John's 

funeral, have meant a lot to us as a family as we 

come to terms with our loss. 

 

In particular we would like to thank Maurice and 

Fiona Harrison for their support during this difficult 

time.  Finally, thank you to all who have donated to 

the collection in memory of John, which has so far 

raised in the region of £900, to be split between 

Thorverton Baptist Church and Exeter Leukaemia 

Fund.  

 

 

From Claire Cousins of The Bury 

 

I was very sustained by the cards, visits and good  

wishes that I received from friends in the village 

during my stay in hospital in July. 

 

 It is surprising how comforting receiving cards can 

be when you are feeling low. I do believe that the 

support of my family and friends really helped me to 

get through a very difficult time. 

 

Thank you all. 

 

 

From Lisa Browning of Silver Street 

 
 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all those 

who have helped support Thorverton Guides, in 

particular Selina Scott without whom running the 

group would not have been possible. It is with regret 

I have had to close the group, unfortunately, from 

September I am no longer in a position to be able to 

take charge. I was hoping someone may have stepped 

forward, but alas not (unless someone reading this 

would like a challenge!) therefore 18 local girls have 

had to finish. 

 

We did, however go out with fun, Nicole from 

Vagabonds (also known as the Crediton milkshake 

bar) came to our last weekly session and we had a 

wickedly messy party! Our last time together as a 

group was at the South West Guiding Cookafest at 

Westpoint, where we joined 400 other members of 

Girl Guiding for fairground fun and chocolate 

fountains! 

 

I wish all the girls whom have been part of this fun 

group, past and present (including those volunteering 

for their Duke of Edinburgh Awards) all the very 

best, and hope they move onto other guiding groups 

if they are able. 

 

From Mary Thomas 

 

Greetings from Cambridgeshire. 

I am settling in pretty well in my little bungalow, 

enjoying being near my family. I went to Paris with 

them last week and was walked off my feet by the 

4 teenagers who wanted to visit all the modern art 

galleries. 

 

I want to thank all the people who have sent me cards 

and given me presents. You were all so generous and 

I look back on our 18 years in Thorverton with a 

great deal of pleasure. The roses are planted and so 

far surviving in their new home. The garden is rather 

overrun but has some lovely shrubs. I have looked at 

some keyboards to buy with the choir money and will 

let you know what I buy. 

 

The church is very welcoming here but there is NO 

CHOIR! 

With best wishes to you all - I miss you! 

 
From The Leonard Trust 

 

We regretfully announce the sudden death at his 

home of Mr R E (Ron) Hughes on Thursday 25th 

June.   

 

Living then at Schiehallon in School Lane, Ron 

served as Thorverton Parish Clerk from 1973 to 

1982.  He was a founder of Trustee of the Leonard 

Trust in 1974, and despite moving to Exeter in the 

early 1980s, remained as Chairman until his passing. 

He leaves a wife Elizabeth, three children Kate, 

Jenny and Angus, and twelve grandchildren, to 

whom we extend our sincere condolences. 

 

 

From Barrie Phillips, Chairman T & DHS 

 

On behalf of Thorverton and District History Society 

I would like to thank Focus for their interest free 

loan/underwriting of our 2016 Calendar. The £250, 

advanced in May, enabled us to embark on this fund 

raising initiative. 

 

 The high quality and resulting popularity of the 

calendars exceeded our expectations, enabling early 

repayment of the loan. To all who purchased a 

calendar – thank you! 
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From Paul and Bry Uglow 
 

We would like to thank family, friends and the 

Thorverton Memorial Hall team for making Sanna 

and Simon’s midsummer nights wedding a magical, 

special day.  

 

The team from the hall were brilliant getting 

everything ready, inside and out, after the 

renovations in time for us on the 20th June and then 

family and friends helping us prepare and enjoy the 

day.   

Thank you all - wonderful. 

 

 

Sanna and Simon  Photo supplied by Bry Uglow 

   

 
Thorverton Memorial Hall 
Committee 
                         Reg. Charity No. 203778 

 

 

 

 
 

Hall back in business 

 

The hall has now been back in full use for over a 

month, serving a variety of uses – parties, meetings, a 

wedding, the fun day, the Saturday Market, the 

Summer Ball and much more.  If you would like to 

book it for any occasion or purpose just email 

jeff.grace@tiscali.co.uk or contact any of the 

committee members listed below. 

 

Saturday Market 

 

The August market was very busy with most stall 

holders returning to offer their wares or services and 

the Big Breakfast attracting large numbers of hungry 

diners.  There was also a petition to sign for a 

defibrillator to be installed in the village. Mary and 

Simon Ette have sadly decided to retire from the 

book stall. The hall committee is grateful to them for 

running the stall so efficiently and to Sue and Bob 

Hyde for taking it over and sorting out the dauntingly 

large collection of books in the book store.  At next 

month’s market there will be a new stall selling 

venison.  So, along with the fruit and vegetables, 

pork and cakes also on sale, you can be well fed from 

produce bought at the market. 

 

August draw results   

1
st
 prize: toiletries – Betty Johnson 

2
nd

 prize: bottle of wine – Colin Marshall 

3
rd

 prize: box of After Eight Mints – John Taverner 

4
th
 prize: chesse and biscuits – Jim Pearn 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New Committee Member 

 

The Memorial Hall Committee welcomes the editor 

of Focus (and now Parish Councillor), Neville Lane, 

who has been nominated to represent the Parish 

Council on the hall committee.  The hall currently 

has two of its committee members, John Hodge and 

David Waldron, on the Parish Council, so the 

connections run in both directions. It is very useful 

that these two village organisations work closely 

together in trying to meet the needs of the local 

community, and this is made much easier with cross 

representation between them.  

 

Members of the Committee 

 

Sarah Addicott, Roseanne Benn, Lisa Browning, 

Roger Fieldhouse, Jeff Grace, John Hodge, Bob 

Hyde, Neville Lane, Colin Marshall, Clare Roberts, 

Mike Shelton, Caroline Taverner, David Waldron. 

 

Memorial Hall website  

 

The Hall website can be found at 

www.thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk 

mailto:jeff.grace@tiscali.co.uk
http://www.thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk/
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Notice Board 
 

 

The Welcome Café 
 

from 2.30 to 4.00pm  
 

every Monday (except Bank Holidays) 
 

at the WI Hut 
 

  Meet old friends …… Make new friends 
 

Tea, coffee, biscuits, cakes and a warm 

welcome! 
 

 
 

 Thorverton Post Office & TCT 

newsagents/stationers 
Quarry Car Park, Lynch Road 

Thorverton   01392 860455 
 

offering a very wide range of post office 

services, newspapers, magazines, stationery, 

posting and packing materials, laundry service, 

photocopying – service with a smile! 
 

Mon–Fri 9.00–5.30 (closed 1.00-2.00) Sat 9.00-12.00 

Sun: 9.00–10.30 TCT paper shop only 

 

 

Mum and Toddlers/Baby Group 
 

Held every Wednesday morning  

in the Memorial Hall. 
 

If you would like any further information please 

call Wendy Coles on 01392 861283 (Toddler Rep.) 

 
 

 

Mobile Library Service 
It is important to support this service which comes to 

Thorverton on a Thursday between 3.35 and 4.20pm 

every 4 weeks in the Quarry Car Park.  There is a 

good range of books; fiction, non-fiction, books for 

adults and younger folk and talking books. Also 

they’ll order things for you. 

 

Future dates:  

24
th
 September 

22
nd

 October 

19
th
 November 

17
th
 December 

 

 

 

For Sale 
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SILVERTON LINK UP 
 

Voluntary Drivers Scheme for Wyndham House and Exe 

Valley Surgeries Patients 
 

The VOLUNTEER DRIVERS are  

Jean Hawkins 860849 John Kiely 861545  

Doreen Beer 860731 Stephen Roach 861042  

Mary Smith 861916 Dave Sleep 860678  

LINK UP service takes patients with medical 

appointments from home to surgery or hospitals in  the 

area.  If you require transport contact one of the drivers 

mentioned above, giving them as much notice as possible.  

If you use the service a realistic donation towards the 

drivers’ expenses would be appreciated.  Payment is paid 

direct to the driver who issues a receipt. It may not always 

be possible to arrange a lift, as all our drivers are 

volunteers and cannot be expected to turn out on every 

occasion, although they will do their best.   
                                   

Roger Higman (Co-ordinator) 860571. 

roger.higman@homecall.co.uk                                           
 

 

Change to 678 bus service 

 
Following the County Council’s review of supported 

bus service commitments,the Cabinet have agreed a 

number of changes to take effect in the week 

beginning Sunday 20th September. Service 678  

Cheriton Fitzpaine – Thorverton section served on 

Tuesday (renumbered Service 675), Wednesday 

and Friday only 
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 Thorverton Church 
Choirs 
 

Thorverton Church Choir Practices 

ADULTS 
  

Thursdays 7.45 – 9.00pm at 

Thorverton Church 

  

Sep 10,17  Oct 1,15,29  Nov 5,19,26   

Dec 3,10,17 

  

Thorverton Church Choir Practices 

JUNIORS 
  

Mondays 3.30 - 4.30pm at Thorverton 

School 

  

Sep 14,28  Oct 12  Nov 2, 23,30   

Dec 7,14 

  

Thorverton Church Sunday Services usually with both CHOIRS 
  

September 20
th
   HARVEST 9.30 refreshments and activities 10.00 start 

October 4
th
          COMMUNION + baptisms 9.30  

October 18
th
        FAMILY SERVICE 9.30 refreshments and activities 10.00 start 

November 1
st    

   COMMUNION (ADULTS choir only) 9.30 

November 8
th
      REMEMBRANCE 10.00 start 

November 15
th
    FAMILY SERVICE (JUNIORS choir only) 9.30 for 10.00 start 

November 22
nd

   CHORAL EVENSONG (ADULTS CHOIR ONLY) 5.00pm 

December 6
th
      COMMUNION 9.30 

December 20
th
    CAROL SERVICE 5.00pm 

 

New members are always very welcome at any time  
  

We sing a very wide range of music at a mix of traditional services and more contemporary worship. All ages and 

abilities are welcome. There are no auditions! 

  

Please come and sing with us in our Christmas Carol Service Choir – more information from 

 Choir Director and Accompanist Heather Kershaw  01392 860419  heather@kershaw25.eclipse.co.uk 

 

 

YOUR  PAPER  SHOP  TCT NEEDS 

YOU! 
TCT Ltd needs someone to work for c. two Saturdays per month unpacking, sorting and selling newspapers and 

other goods at our newsagents/stationery shop. It’s a good way to top up your pocket money and also to meet 

people and make a useful contribution  to our local community. 

 

Please contact : 

Heather Kershaw      01392 860419 OR 

Jan Hamilton              07764 461575 

 

if you think this could be the job for you 
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Thorverton Co-operative Trust 
Ltd   
supporting   Thorverton Post Office  

 

Our post office often seems busy and many of you 

are taking full advantage of all the financial and 

banking services available. Remember to check out 

the full range of all you can do at the post office – 

you may be surprised! 

We have many new cards and stationery stock is well 

topped up so we hope you’ll find all that you need for 

posting, sending greetings, wrapping, photocopying, 

laundry service  etc. not to mention newspapers, 

magazines and lots of other useful items. If I dare to 

mention it, we will have our usual good range of 

Christmas goods, charity cards, wrapping, posting 

materials etc. So please come to us FIRST before 

shopping elsewhere. 

 

Our business (and therefore the post office here) 

would not keep going without our dedicated staff so 

thanks again to them and also a plea for some NEW 

HELP especially since one of our fortnightly Sat 

staff members is about to head off to university. So if 

you think you could offer to work two Saturday 

mornings a month or know someone who could, 

please contact me or Jan Hamilton ASAP. We often 

need help in other ways, cleaning, building 

maintenance, pricing cards and other stock so if you 

feel you’d like to give a little of your time and skills 

to maintaining our very important village amenity, 

then please get in touch or talk to one of our staff at 

the PO and shop. 
 

We hope to receive your subs and donations very 

soon – see the form below - and please encourage 

your friends and neighbours to become members too. 

TCT Ltd which supports Thorverton PO needs the 

extra financial assistance that your subscriptions give 

in order to keep going. Thank you to many people 

who have already done this. 

 

 

Membership Heather Kershaw         Chair, Company 

and Membership  Secretary TCT Ltd    01392 860419 

                                                                                                        

Jan Hamilton                 Business Manager                                      

07764 461575 

 

 

 

 

  

To the Council of Thorverton Co-operative Trust Ltd 
I/we 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

(address + 

postcode)…………………………………………………………………………………….......................... 

 

.......................................................................................................................................................................... 

 

(email)……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 
wish to become (a) member(s) of Thorverton Co-operative Trust Ltd and hereby apply to be admitted subject to the 

provisions of its Memorandum and Articles of Association (see PO notice-board or contact the Secretary to view 

the full document) 

 

OR 

wish to renew membership of TCT Ltd 
 

I/we enclose membership fees (£10.00 per person) for the year 7/2015 – 6/2016 (cheques payable to 

Thorverton Co-operative Trust Ltd) 

 

(signature(s))………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

                        

Please return this form with your payment to Heather Kershaw, TCT Membership Secretary, c/o  

Thorverton Post Office  or post/deliver to TCT Ltd   25 The Glebe, Thorverton, Exeter EX5 5LS 
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Churchyard tidy-up,  

Saturday 19
th
 Sept from 10am 

 

Please help !! 
 

Once again we are having a day in the Churchyard to tidy those areas the regular grass-cutter can’t get to. We need 

volunteers to ‘cut’ ‘prune’  “strim”…. “rake-up     …  ‘sweep-up’…. ‘wheel-barrow away’….and generally just 

help. 

 

If you have any interest in seeing the Churchyard tidier please come along and help. 

Refreshments and Lunch will be provided,  We will be there from 10am to 4pm but come for as little or as long as 

you can. 

 

 

Ring :- Tina 860434 ….Ed  841231…if you want to know more. 

 

Tidy the Churchyard 
 

FOUR 

teams needed 
Players  *  Juniors  *  Backstage  *  Front of House 

THREE 

weeks before Christmas, there will be 
TWO 

acts of traditional fun in 
ONE  

**** PANTOMIME **** 

To get involved or find out more, contact T A D S - ring Sheena on 01392 860843 

 
 

 

 
The Tiverton Hotel 

 

Sunday 20
th

 Sept. - Mid Devon Wedding Fayre 

FREE ENTRY  

A day of lavish wedding bliss with everything you will need to make your 

wedding day a day to remember and a great chance to enjoy seeing all that’s great 

and wonderful in the wedding world. 
 

Monday 21
st
 Sept. - Murder Mystery  

3 Course Dinner Evening. Tickets  £25.00  

Murder at The Tiverton Hotel with a “who done it” over a murderously good 

three course dinner! Actors play out the mystery before you. Your job is to find 

the murderer. Try to solve the case and enjoy your evening because it’s going to 

be Murder. In aid of The Children’s Hospice South West. 
 

1
st
 October – Free Business Open Day and Networking Event – Tea / Coffee / 

nibbles 

Invited local businesses will see the wide range of services offered by The Tiverton Hotel whilst taking the 

opportunity to network over nibbles, tea and coffee. This event is not to be missed and includes a thought 

provoking business presentation. 

 



Focus on Thorverton 10 Vol. 46 No.8 – September 2015 

 

Thorfest 

We are very proud to announce that THORFEST will once again be staged at Thorverton Memorial Hall on 

Saturday 5
th
September from 12 noon until 12 midnight. 

The inaugural THORFEST in 2013 was a resounding success with terrific music, great beers and a good time had 

by all. The event also raised a tremendous £7,000 that supported projects and activities at Thorverton Primary and 

Pre-Schools as well as renovation work to the Memorial Hall itself. 

This year we have worked hard to make THORFEST bigger and better than before. There will be 14 bands and 

musicians from within the local area – bet you never realised your neighbours were so talented – plus ales from 

Hanlons, Exe Valley and The Exeter Breweries and cider from Sandford Orchards. 

For those of you who aren’t into real ales or ciders, we will have plenty of lager, wine, Pimms and soft drinks. 

During the day pasties will be available and in the evening we will be lighting the barbecue. Kids are welcome and 

there will be ice cream, candy floss, face painting and free squash to keep all the junior Thorfesters happy. 

THORFEST will be free entry – for which we have many local sponsors to thank. Simply buy tokens on arrival for 

your drinks and food (no cash at the bar). A token costs just £2.50 and that will get you a pint or a glass of 

wine/Pimms or something to eat. We have tried to make THORFEST good value for all. 

Further details can be found on our website (www.thorfest.co.uk) or on Facebook. 

We can’t wait to see you there! 

THE THORFEST COMMITTEE 

Devon Open Studios 2015 

http://www.thorfest.co.uk/
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Go barking mad in Brampford Speke 

Fun classes for all dogs feature at Brampford Speke’s 

annual dog show which takes place on Sunday, 

September 6. 

 The show, which raises funds for the village’s St 

Peter’s Church, has a range of classes ranging from best 

puppy to best veteran, most appealing eyes to most 

obedient as well as most handsome dog and prettiest 

bitch.  There is even a class for the owner and dog 

which share the best six legs. 

 Alongside the dog show there is a car boot sale, 

refreshments and a tombola. 

 The car boot sale starts at 1pm and the dog show at 

2pm.  The entry fee is £1.20 per dog per class. 
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  THORVERTON PARISH CHURCH 
 

 
 

Monthly 
 

1st Sunday – Holy Communion 
 

2nd Sunday – Open Church 

(come when you wish) 
 

3rd Sunday – Family Service at 10am 

with Open Church at 9.30am 

(come when you wish) 

 

  4th Sunday – alternates  

 BCP Holy Communion [odd months] 

    Baptist Church joint service at 11am [even months] 

 

5th Sunday – if applicable 

 Mission Community Service at 11am  

at a Mission Community church 

 

       Check schedules on church notice boards  

       or Focus for more information and variations 

              
   

                    Going to Church 
 

There can’t be anyone in Thorverton who is not 
aware of the Parish Church. After all, it’s a very 
imposing and well-loved building that’s been 
here a long time and has hosted important 
events in people’s lives for generations. But 
apart from baptisms, weddings, funerals, an 
arts festival, carol service and concerts what 
goes on in our church? 
 

Well there are services on most Sundays at 
9.30am and what a choice! Some people pick 
and mix; going to those services they feel most 
comfortable with and perhaps attending other 
churches in the Mission Community on other 
Sundays. Others, like me, enjoy the variety.  
 

Open Church is our newest venture: an informal 
gathering, with refreshments including bacon 
baps, newspapers available, and the 
opportunity just to sit and chat; or you can take 
in the music and resources for activity and 
reflection around the church, before coming 
together for a bible reading, discussion and 
prayer.  
 

The Family Service starts with an open church 
session and then worship designed to appeal to 
all ages with its mix of modern and traditional in 
an informal style. I find I really enjoy both of 
these approaches, even if I find modern hymns 
a challenge sometimes!  
 

Once a month we have a traditional communion 
service and this is probably where I feel most 
‘at home’. The familiar and beautiful words and 
music are a link to Christians of today and of 
the past. Every two months there is a service 
using the Book of Common Prayer which has 
been in use in our churches since the time of 
Elizabeth the First. We also visit and are visited 
by the congregation from the Baptist Church.  
 

I often hear people say that you do not need to 
go to church to be a Christian and I expect that 
is true but what a shame to miss out on being 
part of a community. It’s great to meet and 
discuss, to have a time of quiet reflection, to 
lose yourself in timeless words and music and 
to feel that you are part of a tradition and 
community stretching back in time and yet 
looking forward to the future. I hope that future 
will include others discovering the benefits of 
‘going to church’ 
                                                  Jean Brown 
 

 

Thorverton Parish Church 
 

HARVEST FESTIVAL  
SERVICE 

 

Sunday 20th September 

at 10am 
 

Open Church from 9.30 to 10am 
(come when you wish) 

 

    

   
                

Bacon baps and croissants 

served from 9.30 to 9.50am 
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Parish Church Services and News 
                  

SEPTEMBER 2015 SERVICES & INFORMATION   

The Netherexe Parishes - A Mission Community in the Diocese of Exeter  
 

Sunday 6 September 2015 Trinity 14 

 

09:30 am Family Service   Newton St Cyres  Lay Led  

09:30 am Holy Communion [C] Thorverton MSS 

10:00 am Service with a Smile   Brampford Speke  LF 

10:00 am Service of the Word  Cadbury Lay Led 

   

10:00 am Service of the Word & Boone Celebration  Stoke Canon Lay Led 

11:15 am Coffee, Cake & Company    Rewe  

05:30 pm Holy Communion  [C] Poltimore HW 

 

Sunday 13 September 2015 Trinity 15 

 

09:30 am Sunday Service   Brampford Speke Baptist Chapel BOF 

09:30 am Holy Communion  [C] Huxham                             Margaret Cameron 

09:30 am Open Church   Thorverton      

10:00 am Service of the Word Harvest Festival   Stoke Canon  Lay Led  

11:15 am Service of the Word    Rewe Lay Led   

11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Upton Pyne                           Anthony Geering 

02:00 pm Baptism   Thorverton  SS 

06:30 pm  Evening Prayer   [CW] Newton St Cyres Lay Led  

  

Sunday 20 September 2015 Trinity 16 
  
08:30 am Holy Communion [C] Brampford Speke  David 

James  

09:30 am Open Church followed by Family Service  Thorverton  

10:00 am Family Service & Harvest Festival  Thorverton  Lay Led 
   Joint with Baptist Church  

10:00 am Holy Communion [C] Cadbury SS 

10:00 am Service of the Word  Poltimore Lay Led  

11:15 am Coffee, Cake & Company  Rewe  

03:00 pm Harvest Festival  Netherexe                                John Henton 

05:00 pm Holy Communion [C] Stoke Canon HW 

 

Sunday 27 September 2015 Trinity 17 
 

09:30 am Sunday Service   Brampford Speke Baptist Chapel  BOF 

09:30 am Holy Communion  [C] Newton St Cyres  David 

Gunn-Johnson 

09:30 am Holy Communion [BCP] Thorverton  David 

Francis 

10:00 am Messy Church  Stoke Canon  Lay Led  

10:00 am Service of the Word & Baptism  Upton Pyne                        Anthony Geering 

11:15 am Holy Communion    [C] Rewe MSS 

06:30 pm Evening Prayer [BCP] Cadbury TBC 

06:30 pm Evening Prayer [BCP] Huxham  Francis 

Cole 

  

Sunday 4 October 2015 Trinity 18 

 

09:30 am Family Service   Newton St Cyres  Lay Led  

09:30 am Holy Communion & Baptisms  [C] Thorverton MSS 

10:00 am Service with a Smile, Harvest Festival  Brampford Speke              LF & Ann Stuckey 

 & Baptism   Joint with Upton Pyne  

10:00 am Service of the Word & Harvest Festival   Cadbury                               Lay Led 
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10:00 am Service of the Word & Baptism   Stoke Canon                      Anthony Geering 

11:15 am Service of the Word & Harvest Festival  Rewe SS 

11:30 am Service of the Word & Harvest Festival  Huxham                            Bishop of Plymouth 

 Followed by Lunch at Huxham Rectory   

05:30 pm Holy Communion & Harvest Festival [C] Poltimore MSS 

 

Services in the Netherexe Parishes 
Your parish churches aim to provide a variety of service types to meet the needs of the whole community.  Most Sunday 

services except those early in the morning include hymns and music. Everyone is welcome at all services 

 

Service With A Smile ☺ These services are designed for all ages and with the needs of young  

  children especially in mind.  They are informal and contemporary in  

style often including a children’s activity at the beginning; without 

communion and are led by lay teams. Services usually last about 35 

minutes and are followed by refreshments  

Family Service  Family services are suitable for all ages, may be with or without Holy 

Communion, are contemporary in style and are often followed by 

refreshments 

Holy Communion  [C] Traditional service in contemporary language [one hour] 

Holy Communion  [BCP] Traditional service in traditional language [one hour] 

Morning Prayer  [BCP] Traditional Morning Service [Mattins] from the Book of 

  Common Prayer [about an hour] 

Evening Prayer  [BCP] Traditional Evening Service from the Book of Common 

  Prayer [about an hour] 

Common Worship [CW] Common Worship Service 

 

Daily Morning & Evening Prayer in the Netherexe Parishes 
 

 

For daily services the format is generally Book of Common Prayer at Thorverton and Common Worship elsewhere, and the 

timing is about 20-30 minutes.  All are welcome. 

Morning Prayer is said on Mondays at 9.10pm in Stoke Canon church (during the school term, this takes the form of 

Collective Worship for Stoke Canon C. of E. School); on Tuesdays at 9.15am in Stoke Canon Chapel 

Evening Prayer is said on Thursdays at 5.00pm in Newton St Cyres church. 

 

Variations: None   

 
Who’s Who …..? Abbreviations Key 

 

 Vacancy    Rector    

SS Revd Preb Sue Sheppard  Associate Minister 01392 861022   sue.sheppard@netherexe.org 

LF Mrs Laura Ford   Reader   01392 841753   laura.ford@netherexe.org 

TBC To be confirmed 

 

Associate Ministers  

MSS Revds.’ Michael & Sharon Simpson 

HW Revd Harold Whitty 

BOF Baptist Officiant 

 

For more information about the Netherexe Parishes please see www.netherexe.org or contact: 

 

Mrs Margaret Lowe [Administrator] 

Tel: 07594 714590 - Tuesday & Thursday [08:30 – 16:30] 

Email: margaret.admin@netherexe.org 

Correspondence:  The Netherexe Parishes, PO Box 734, Stoke Canon, Exeter, EX5 4WP. 

 

Would you like a lift to church?  May we offer you a lift to the parish church or to a joint service elsewhere?  

For transport to Sunday services  from locations in Thorverton parish, please ring Steve Rendell on 01392 

860780.   

For transport from Rewe parish please contact Guy Sheppard on 01392 861022 

 

http://www.netherexe.org/
mailto:margaret.admin@netherexe.org
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Parish Letter 
Angels 

 

On September 29
th
, right at the end of this month the 

church will be celebrating the Feast day of St 

Michael and All Angels: Michaelmas. 

 

 Talk of angels may seem far away from the thoughts 

and preoccupations that fill our minds or newspapers 

at the moment. What do angelic beings have to do 

with the uncertainty and insecurity we feel about the 

coming months, the despair we witness in the terrible 

plight of refugees fleeing form so many afflicted 

parts of the world, or the horror that hits us when we 

look at pictures of famine and floods.  Little wonder, 

perhaps, that people talk so scathingly about the 

medieval argument about how many angels can 

dance on a pinhead. But I do think there are ways in 

which the Biblical illustrations of angels can help us. 

  

Most of the angels we encounter in the Bible are 

messengers. They enter the Bible story at times of 

crisis or significant turning points – to encourage, to 

prod, to goad, to help God’s people change direction, 

to start a new story.  Think about Jacob’s encounter 

when it is said he wrestled with an angel, Abraham’s 

meeting with the three strangers, Gideon’s calling to 

lead the children of Israel or, in the New Testament, 

Mary and Joseph’s encounters with an angelic 

messenger.  Angels bring challenge, opportunity and 

choice to those they meet.  

 

 Unlike some messengers they demand a response 

and won’t leave without an answer. Angels come 

with a challenge. The writer to the Hebrews warned 

his readers ‘Do not neglect to show hospitality to 

strangers, for by doing that some have entertained 

angels without knowing it.’ 13:2.  A vital reminder to 

us all at a time when there is suspicion and fear about 

strangers whether they are our neighbours of other 

faiths, the asylum seeker or the beggar we would 

rather not see on the street.  

 

The final image of angels we find in the Bible is of 

those forces engaged in the battle against evil in our 

world. The Book of Revelation, where Michael the 

Archangel is named, offers us a number of strange 

and surreal images about the struggle between good 

and evil – about power and the eventual triumph of 

good. This reminds us that there are forces of good at 

work in our world, just as we are aware of forces of 

evil at work. 

 

 We often talk about ‘being on the side of the angels’ 

and maybe that’s the key to what we celebrate at 

Michaelmas. The conviction that we are not alone in 

our struggles. We see or experience evil daily - be it 

in racism, poverty, discrimination, abuse, 

homelessness or terrorist violence. In times of crisis 

and our daily lives we too must be open to the 

encouragement, to prodding, to goading of angels as 

we strive to be faithful to our calling.  

 

Guy Sheppard  

 

  Churchwarden, Rewe 

 

 

Baptist Church  

The Church under persecution  

 
Article 18 of the Declaration of Human Rights says 

this: "Everyone has the right to freedom of thought, 

conscience and religion.  This right includes freedom 

to change one's religion or belief, and freedom, either 

alone or in community with others and in public or 

private, to manifest one's religion or belief in 

teaching, practice, worship and observance."    

 

What a wonderful declaration that is.  Sadly, it is 

being hypocritically ignored by many of the countries 

in the world who have officially signed up to it. 

 Christians are in fact routinely discriminated against. 

 They do NOT have freedom of thought, conscience 

and religion; they are NOT allowed to practise their 

faith either in private or in public. And as for people's 

right to change their religion, that is absolutely 

forbidden in many countries, where the penalty for 

leaving Islam is death.  

 

Persecution of Christians is rife throughout the world 

today.  Reliable authorities estimate that some 200 

million Christians are routinely persecuted because of 

their commitment to the Lord Jesus Christ.  This is 

nothing new.  From the very first, Christians 

throughout the Roman Empire came into conflict 

with government, notably because of their refusal to 

sacrifice to the Roman gods.  This stubbornness was 

regarded by the state as being perverse indeed and 

liable to bring down the wrath of those gods.  Hence 

all the harsh measures that were brought to bear in an 

effort to make Christians conform.  

 

Today the shameful treatment of Christians in so 

many parts of the world surpasses even those brutal 

attempts to wipe out the faith in the early centuries. 

 This is especially true of the horrific actions of ISIS 

in the Middle East.  In fact, our Prime Minister has 

said, referring to the onslaught of ISIS against 

Christians - and indeed other religious minorities - 

"This is going to be the struggle of our generation 

and we have to fight it with everything that we can."  
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A recent article in Premier magazine gives us some 

idea of the extent of the damage.  Thus we are 

reminded that the city of Mosul, in Iraq, was a 

thriving centre of Christian activity in the Middle 

East, but today the 60,000 or so Christians of that 

great centre are no more.  They have been trafficked, 

displaced or murdered by ISIS.  As for the ancient 

historic churches and monasteries, they have either 

been destroyed or converted into mosques, madrassas 

or prisons.  A community that took 2000 years to 

build has been destroyed in a matter of months.  

 

And all these horrors are happening today.  Not being 

related in some dry old history book or some article 

in a church magazine.  We see them on our television 

screens, in our social media, in our world.  It is our 

brothers and sisters in Christ who are victims. 

 

This is why one Christian expert on ISIS has written: 

" This isn't a season for churches to dedicate the 

occasional Sunday to the Persecuted Church.  This is 

a time for churches to dedicate EVERY Sunday to 

the Persecuted Church.  We are to pray until our 

knees are numb."  

 

I was very moved to read in that same article in 

Premier magazine a quote from an interview given by 

the Archbishop of Mosul: "My pain is big."  He was 

referring among other things to the pain of his hurt in 

the face of the indifference of Christians in the West 

to the desperate plight of their brothers and sisters in 

the Middle East.    

 

"Persecuted but not abandoned" is what St Paul wrote 

of his own experience of suffering for the faith. 

 Unfortunately, many Christians in the Middle East 

feel that they have been abandoned by those of us 

who share their faith and should be doing more to 

help them in their plight. 

 

Do we really care?  I would urge every one of us to 

follow day by day (via the media) the situation of the 

Persecuted Church; to subscribe to Christian 

publications that have a ministry to the Persecuted 

Church; to give to those causes and organisations that 

bring relief to those suffering for their faith; to put 

pressure on MPs and other political leaders to 

intervene in favour of the persecuted; and to pray 

earnestly for all those whose human rights are being 

so viciously infringed.  

 

Proverbs 24 v 11 says: "Rescue those being led away 

to death."  This is our obligation and our privilege in 

these troubled times.  

 

 

Maurice Harrison 

Women’s Institute 
 

At our June meeting we welcomed Mr. Tony 

Garrick, an ex-Army Teacher, who shared his interest 

of rivers and waterways around the world by showing 

us slides from his many travels.  His slides took us 

from the Twelve Apostles - a group of standing 

stones off the southern coast of Australia to the 

Victoria Falls, where Mr. Garrick had captured a 

beautiful rainbow.  We were also treated to views of 

waters in Nepal, Singapore, South Africa and his 

most loved country, New Zealand.  He obviously 

enjoyed travelling far and wide and had some 

wonderful experiences on his adventures, including 

white water rafting and walking on glaciers.  Mr 

Garrick’s final waterway slide was a little closer to 

home, a view we were all familiar with – Stoke 

Canon in flood! 

 

In July, Mr David Facey, from the Fire Service, 

spoke to us about Fire Safety.  He has been an active 

fireman for many years, but now splits his time 

between operational work and community safety.  He 

began by explaining that the Fire Service operates in 

three sections:  

 

Firstly there is the operations side which responds to 

999 calls, dealing with flood, fire, road traffic 

accidents, farm accidents, animals stuck in various 

places, etc.   

 

Secondly there is the Public Fire Safety section.  

This, he told us, is the law side of things, whereby 

public places, eg pubs, clubs, schools, churches, etc. 

have to take responsibility for their own safety.  This 

is done by the organisation carrying out a fire risk 

assessment and putting into place the necessary plans 

and equipment, eg extinguishers, blankets, 

illuminated fire exit signs, to provide safety for the 

public should a problem arise.  Organisations have to 

appoint a person with whom the fire service can 

check that everything is as it should be. 

 

Thirdly is the Community Safety Part.  This is where 

people, like David, come out to the community to 

inform and discuss with people ways of being safe, 

avoiding tragedies.  He explained that the Fire 

Service visits schools beginning with children of 7 

and 8 years old, making them aware of dangers and 

how they can be dealt with.  They then target each 

age group every few years with advice and training 

appropriate for the experiences they may have at their 

time of life.  

 

David talked to us about common hazards in the 

home – overloaded plugs, mirrors reflecting sunlight, 

mirrors over fires, appliances left plugged in and 
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switched on.  He also invited anyone to have a home safety check, which would involve a Community 

Officer visiting the home to identify problems and 

discuss escape routes. 

 

 David told us that the Law and Community side of 

the Fire Service had resulted in the number of 

incidents requiring 999 calls have been reduced. 

 

Reminder 

Don’t forget your tickets to ‘Owls R Us’ on 

Wednesday, 16
th
 September at 7pm in the WI Hut . 

 

Judy Bright  

Tag Rugby 
 

I went to watch Thorverton school pulpils play Tag 

Rugby against other local schools. It was wonderful 

to see children with enthuisium and team spirit, when 

they came off the pitch between games. They 

discussed tatics and helped anyone who need it. 

One young man was upset because he thought he had 

let his team down but the staff and the other children 

soon put him at ease and he went on to play well. 

Another had a large blister but still went on playing 

until someone stopped him, but he really did not want 

to let the team down. 

 

 These children were a great credit to all the staff and 

parents and a great day was had by all not to mention 

the exercise they all had. Well done Thorverton Tag 

rugby A and B teams 

Jacques Lewers 

 

Nature Notes 
June 

 

In the June edition of Focus I wrote about finding a 

Lesser Stag Beetle inside our house on 18th May. I 

can’t remember if I have ever seen one prior to this 

sighting. Since May I have seen four more on 20th & 

26th June, 1st July and 3rd August, all in the area 

around the outside of the house and in the garden. 

Adult Lesser Stag Beetles emerge from rotting wood 

in the spring and can be seen between April and 

September, living for about a month. 

 

At Stable House the family dog sniffed out a small 

grass snake that was well and truly stuck in one of 

the drainage holes in the bottom of an empty plastic 

flower pot. The pot was cut apart and the snake 

placed into a container to recuperate. It was later 

released unharmed but well away from the dog. 

 

On 29
th
 June I was helping with a Thorverton school 

art and nature event at the Millennium Green 

organised by Gillian Bathe. Some of the children 

wished to search for more caterpillars; we had 

already found a Peacock butterfly caterpillar on a 

nettle. We headed through long grass towards another 

nettle patch and stumbled across a mature grass snake 

that was not at all happy with our presence. It 

continuously hissed, feigning a striking action. 

Gillian took some pictures of the snake. We all then 

backed away and left the snake in peace. The snake 

was one of the subjects chosen to draw by some of  

the children. Others chose to draw various grasses 

growing in the Millennium Green.                             

 

In the middle of one June night Tony Vooght was 

woken by something making a very loud buzzing 

sound. Tony made a swipe at the offending noise and 

killed the perpetrator, a very large fly. The specimen 

was passed to me for identification. It is Britain’s 

largest horse fly Tabanus sudeticus also the heaviest 

fly in Europe. It is also known as Dark Giant 

Horsefly and Tony’s specimen is a female, much 

larger than the male. The female is responsible for 

making the loud buzzing sound. I have seen this 

species of horsefly on several occasions in the past. 

Like the Lesser Stag beetle sightings, this year seems 

to be a good one for Tabanus sudeticus because not 

only a female but also a male was found inside our 

greenhouse. I have also had sightings of this species 

while out and about this summer. 

 

During the TARTS walk on 27
th
 June, on a circular 

route from Otterton to the coast and back along the 

river Otter we saw many interesting things. Above 

Ladram Bay we watched a pair of Peregrines in what 

appeared to be courtship display and from the 

bankside of the Otter saw a pair of foraging Grey 

Wagtails. In the woods behind ‘Kebles Seat’ was a 

colony of rather smelly Common Stinkhorn fungus. It 

grows in soil around tree stumps and is also known as 

wood witch. 

 

 

 
Picture Jenny Garne 
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July 

My daughter and I made a visit to Northdown Wood. 

Getting out of the car at the lay-by it was noticeably 

quiet, only local traffic passing due to the closure of 

the road for safety barrier work near the lane to 

Bickleigh Castle. At the entrance to the wood a 

notice requested walkers to only use the top path due 

to deer calving at the deer farm in the valley below 

the wood. It always surprises me just how far the top 

path goes and we were rewarded by interesting things 

to see. We came across an underground Common 

wasp’s nest that had been discovered and raided 

overnight by one or more badger. A few wasp grubs 

were still strewn on the dug out earth and worker 

wasps were crawling around the remains of the nest. 

 

There appears to be quite a few wasps around this 

summer. I was emptying the contents of my moth 

trap, letting the moths go into the foliage of the hedge 

when I spotted a wasp attacking one of my Drinker 

moths. I quickly separated them allowing the moth to 

escape. No sooner than I had done that when the 

pesky wasp had a go at an Elephant Hawkmoth 

which I also rescued. The wasp is a worker whose 

role is to find insect prey which it stings to 

immobilise and take to the nest to feed wasp larvae.  

 

This month my sister 

identified potential 

helleborine (orchid 

family) plants in 

woodland at Newton 

St Cyres. The plants 

at that point were not 

in flower. This was 

quite exciting for me 

because in all the 

years since my 

childhood I have 

explored these woods 

and never come 

across helleborines. 

A week or so later 

we returned to find the 

originally identified 

plants had had their flowering heads removed and we 

optimistically assumed deer were the culprits. We 

found more plants of which some had started to 

flower and identified them as Broad-leaved 

Helleborine. The flowers were the colour of gorgeous 

magenta. The colour of the flowers varies with the 

depth of light and shade available to the plant. On a 

subsequent visit we found other plants growing in the 

shade and these flowers had more of a green 

colouration so could be easily overlooked. 

Apparently this species can grow beneath the ground 

for long periods which may also explain why I had 

not previously encountered this plant.  

 

The annual moth trapping event was run at the 

Millennium Green between 9 p.m. and midnight on 

25
th
 July. Two traps were run this year with the one 

placed on the top path producing the greater variety 

of moths including two Elephant Hawkmoths, the 

first ever hawkmoths we have recorded at the 

‘Green’. We recorded 80 moths but I am certain there 

were many more moths attracted to the traps during 

the evening. Of the 37 species noted down, 17 were 

new records for the Millennium Green. Thank you to 

the adults and children who attended and helped with 

the event. 

 

Barbara Tooze, Lin Balkwill, John Hodge and I did 

our Glow-worm hunt, a little later this year on 27
th
 

July which is near the end of their breeding season. 

This may explain why we only came across four 

illuminated female Glow-worms in the hedgerow up 

from Jericho Street. For the first time since we started 

Glow-worm hunting it was great to have a man to 

accompany us.  

 

August 

‘Our’ grass snake re-appeared on the coping stones of 

our pond on 1st August having been last seen on 25
th
 

June. Who knows why she disappeared, perhaps she 

was frightened away by something or she was fed up 

with eating fish although I have not caught her red 

handed with one this year. It could be that she was 

busy reproducing because July is the month when 

grass snake eggs are laid. She would have found a 

suitable site to lay her eggs which need guaranteed 

warmth of 21 degrees Celsius to be incubated.  

 

At this moment in time I have nothing else 

significant to report for August. There are a few bits 

and bobs which I will save for future reports. 

 

September 

I am looking forward to taking part in Moth Night 

2015 from Thursday 10 – Saturday 12 September. 

This year’s theme is migration and it is hoped that 

along with our own beautiful autumn species we will 

see migratory moths that have flown from overseas. I 

have potted up lots of nicotiana (tobacco) plants and 

placed them close to the house to encourage 

hawkmoths. I have already had two visits to the 

plants from a Hummingbird Hawkmoth, one in July 

and one in August. You don’t need a moth trap to 

take part. You can hang up a ‘wine’ rope or spread a 

sugary solution on a stick or just leave on an outside 

light all night and see moths at rest the next morning. 

For more information please go to  

www.mothnight.info.                

Jenny Garne  

01392 860875 

jenny.garne2@tiscali.co.uk  

Picture Ro Garne 

http://www.mothnight.info/
mailto:jenny.garne2@tiscali.co.uk
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Short Walks in and Around Thorverton  
Short Walks in and Around Thorverton: Walk 7 (Around The World) 

That is the name by which this walk is known to me, although I don’t know where that comes from.  It is entirely on 

roads and so would be suitable for the growing number of residents who use mobility scooters.  It is also probably 

my favourite walk, allowing me to enjoy the hedgerows and  lovely views of the beautiful area that we are lucky 

enough to live in. All this within a half-hour stroll. If you do this walk in September, which is recommended, take a 

box with you to collect blackberries in. 

Start in the Bury outside the Thorverton Arms. 

 

Walk down the road from the Thorverton Arms to 

Jubilee Green, pausing to admire the hollyhocks 

(which were particularly splendid this year I 

thought) and turn left up Jericho Street.  Walk to 

the top of the road, up the hill, and on out of the 

village.  The road levels off.  After another 200 

yards or so, it turns left.  Go with the road up the 

rather steep hill – there are likely to be 

blackberries aplenty on either side.  The 

hedgerows here also contain plenty of 

honeysuckle, various ferns and wild flowers for 

which I have to rely on Mrs L to identify for me 

every time we do this walk. 

 

At the top of the hill pause to 

admire the views in all 

directions.  To the right you look 

across to Silverton and beyond 

that to the Sidmouth Gap; to the 

left Raddon Top; behind you the 

Exe Valley towards Exeter; and 

ahead of you lovely views across 

the hillsides of Cadbury and the 

northern reaches of our parish.  I 

regard this as a beautiful spot.   

The route is all downhill from 

here.  Go down to the crossroads 

(Bidwell Cross) and turn left.  

The road carries on past Ford Meadow Farm, where you 

might catch sight of some piglets, to a road junction.  

Turn left here and follow the road back into Thorverton.  

If you are out in the late afternoon look out for rabbits 

on the bank in the field on the left just before the road 

joins from the right at Thatcher’s Lane End. 

 

Carry along into Thorverton, past the sheep dip and 

back into the Bury.  

 

Neville Lane 
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The Garden in September 2015 
 

 

The latter part of August moving into September is 

always a difficult transition. Mentally I am reluctant 

to let go of summer, physically I am reluctant to 

wade into the borders and begin cutting back, making 

a mess and creating gaps. However, I have learnt 

from bitter experience that: ‘He who hesitates, is 

lost!’  If I do not make a start, the garden will leave 

off its dull end of summer look and dress itself up in 

autumn colours and I will wait too long  before 

making a start. Inevitably, the weather catches up on 

me and I postpone all clearance until spring!! This 

year I shall get cracking and see if I like the results. 

Now, all of these decisions will rely on your time 

schedule. In the past I have been too busy to pay 

much attention to early autumn clear up. There is 

nothing wrong with leaving the garden at this stage; 

the autumn colours are lovely and the garden looks 

more ‘relaxed’ in style. However, this year I would 

like to mulch the ground, as it’s a long time since the 

last application. I can also remember the feeling of 

satisfaction knowing  that the job was done before 

winter set in. 

 

One area of the garden that I have no problem with 

setting to rights now, is the vegetable garden. This 

should be cleared up as crops finish, ready for 

preparation for next season. If you are wondering 

why this needs to be done now, the answer is because 

nest season starts in October with the sowing of over-

wintering onion sets and garlic. It is necessary to 

have in your mind which plots will have which 

vegetables. Keep your rotation very strict. If you 

haven’t been in the habit of writing  

 

your plot rotations down, I really do recommend that 

you give up some time to sit down and do so. Go 

back at least 3 years if possible. Do not grow onions 

or other alliums, potatoes or brassicas in less than a 3 

year rotation. These plants can suffer from serious 

soil diseases which need 3 year’s rest from each crop 

to guarantee their safe  growing. Root crops and 

legumes, i.e. peas and beans are not quite so tricky 

but both need very different soil conditions and are 

healthier if kept in a rotation. With all this going on, 

it is far better to rotatate your plots in a regular 

pattern.  

If you have enough ground, a 4 year rotation is best 

as this gives each plot 3 years rest from any one 

vegetable. I follow a pattern of: alliums; legumes; 

potatoes and brassicas; roots. Alliums will include: 

onions, spring onions, shallots, garlic, elephant garlic 

and leeks. Legumes will include: broad beans, peas, 

mangetout, french beans and runner beans, climbing 

beans. Potatoes are often put together with brassicas 

as the brassicas can take over the space when the 

potatoes are harvested and occupy the plot for the 

rest of the year. I have found this works quite well 

but sometimes its difficult to get the planting time 

right with the amount of space available. The ideal 

solution, if you have the space, is to have a separate 

plot for the brassicas. I intend to do this this season 

and grow brassicas all year round if possible. Root 

crops consist mainly of vegetables which put down a 

deep edible root eg, carrots, parsnips, beetroot and, 

for something a bit more unusual, salsify and 

scorzonera. Crops such as lettuce and radish will fit 

around the edges of plots.  

 

Once you have established what you will be growing, 

you must prepare your plots according to the need of 

the next vegetable. It is therefore necessary to dig in 

some well-rotted manure or garden compost in 

readiness for the over wintering onion sets and garlic 

that will be put in during the second half of October. 

Digging the ground now, airing and enriching it, will 

enable it to settle before planting. Brassicas such as 

purple sprouting, kale and winter cabbage should be 

planted out as soon as possible. Plant them deep, and 

firm thoroughly around the plant so they feel very 

tightly packed around the stem. This helps to prevent 

wind rock when the gales turn up. Remember that 

there are still white cabbage butterflies around so 

check for eggs and maggots which will strip the 

plants if they go undetected and protect from 

pigeons. Slugs and snails will always need to be delt 

with. I also have a rabbit problem at the end of the 

allotments so I shall have to put up a wire barricade. 

WAR!! 

 

Hopefully your fruit has harvested well. If you have 

not pruned your plums, cherries, apricots, gages, 

damsons by now, it is too late. Leave them alone 

until late next spring. Silver leaf is a nasty disease 

which can enter pruning cuts and kill off whole 

branches and even the whole tree the next season. It 

thrives in cooler weather and all pruning of these 

plants must be done by the middle of August. Other 

fruit pruning takes place when the plants are 

dormant, i.e. December onwards. 

 

Lawns can be sown from seed in September. The soil 

is warm and usually moist. Preparation for a good 

lawn is paramount so do not skimp on this. Dig the 

plot well and remove all weeds. Break the soil down 

to a fine tilth and then firm it down well to a smooth 

flat surface. If it is very ‘fluffy’ after digging over, 

you can ‘shoe shuffle’ over it slowly and then rake it 

again and firm it with the back of the rake. It is very 

important to make it as firm and flat as possible. This 

will avoid sinking which will leave you with a 
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bumpy lawn. Research your best lawn mix for the 

position of the lawn. It really pays to get advice from 

experts on this and spread the mix evenly across the 

area. On smaller plots a long board is helpful and 

prevents you making footmarks and, if possible, 

some bird protection or possibly cat protection!! 

Keep moist during this period and do not let it dry 

out.  

Well, Neville, no more time for lounging in that deck 

chair. There are plenty of jobs to be done! 

                                                

Happy Gardening                                                                    

Lorraine                          

                                              Lorraine Colebrook 

 

 

Below is evidence of what happens when you don’t follow Lorraine’s advice.  The Editor and Lorraine compare 

their onions – you may need a magnifying glass to see the Editor’s. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summer Ball 
The Summer Ball was a very successful event. Congratulations to the Memorial Hall Committee on the 

organisation of superb food, music by the Honest John Band and excellent use of the newly refurbished Memorial 

Hall.          Photo by John Spivey         
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Poetry 

Eternal Rhythm 

 

Nothing can hold back the summer 

As it steps boldly on springtime's green gown 

And scatters buttercups, tansy and clover 

Along every wayside and down; 

Although sudden storm clouds cast their shadow 

And on such days may obscure 

Bright summer sun; yet it patiently waits 

Rain to pass and warmth to allure 

Bounteous and beautiful blossoms, 

In a rainbow of hues far and wide, 

Open to grace parks and gardens, 

On wasteland and countryside. 

Musk mallow, clambering roses, 

Stately foxgloves - silken poppies in red, 

Amassing such glory around us, 

On this hungry spirits are fed. 

Nothing can hold back the summer, 

For every season its time 

This is the poetry of the earth 

Its eternal rhythm and rhyme. 

 

Doreen Beer 

 

Once more one of Doreen's poems has been 

published in This England (which can be 

purchased in WH Smiths).  "This is my land" is 

in the autumn edition, with beautiful 

photography as the backdrop. 

 
Legal Eagle 
 

 In April 2013, Barry Beavis, a chip shop owner from 

Billericay, parked his car at the Riverside Retail Park 

in Chelmsford. The car park, managed by 

ParkingEye Ltd, had a maximum permitted stay of 2 

hours. Notices were adequately displayed to advise 

motorists of this. Mr Beavis exceeded the permitted 

maximum parking time by 56 minutes and was fined 

£85. He refused to pay on the grounds that the fine 

was excessive. 

 

On 23rd April this year, the Court of Appeal 

delivered judgment in the matter. There were two 

possible challenges to the lawfulness of the fine. The 

first was that the sum was a penalty, namely a sum 

inserted into a contract which does not represent a 

genuine pre-estimate of the loss to be suffered in the 

event of breach. Historically courts have refused to 

enforce contractual penalties and have, instead, fixed 

damages based on the actual loss suffered. 

 

Sa’ad Hossain QC for Mr Beavis argued that “To be 

lawful, charges should be set at levels meant only to 

compensate for any loss in achieving the aim of 

deterring overstayers and not to make large profits“. 

 

Mr Hossain went on to argue that, “The losses to 

ParkingEye were very small administrative costs and 

its charges were so excessive as to be 

unenforceable“. 

 

The second challenge was that the imposition of the 

fine fell foul of the Unfair Terms in Consumer 

Contracts Regulations 1999. It will be recalled that 

under the Regulations, a contractual term which has 

not been individually negotiated shall be regarded as 

unfair if, contrary to the requirements of good faith, it 

causes a significant imbalance in the parties’ rights 

and obligations arising under the contract, to the 

detriment of the consumer. 

 

To the surprise of many, neither of these arguments 

found favour with the Court of Appeal. 

 

The Court ruled that the £85 fine was not so 

unconscionable and extravagant as to be void as a 

penalty. It was, the Court said, in line with what a 

local authority might charge in a municiple car park, 

and was imposed for a legitimate commercial reason, 

namely, to ensure that the car park was reserved for 

short-term use by shoppers. 

 

Nor, said the Court, did the imposing of the fine fall 

foul of the Unfair Terms In Consumer Contracts 

Regulations 1999 as it could not be said that the 

company acted in bad faith or created any significant 

imbalance in the parties’ rights and obligations to the 

detriment of the consumer. 

 

Conscious, perhaps, of the response to the ruling the 

Court granted Mr Beavis ( who has been supported 

by the Consumers’ Association ) permission to 

appeal its judgment to the Supreme Court. I 

understand that the Supreme Court hearing began on 

21st July, together with the appeal in Cavendish 

Square Holding BV-v- Talal El Makdessi [2013] 

which involves similar issues. 

 

I will up-date this article on receipt of the Supreme 

Court ruling. 

 

 

Clive Hamblin 
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Thorverton Preschool 
 

We would like to wish our 4 leavers lots of luck in 

their new journey  to big school Thank you to all the 

parents and children that came to our end of 

term/leavers bar-b-que, you all made it a sucess and a 

wonderful evening, a fantastic way to say good luck 

to our 4 little ones.  

 We would like to say a special thank you to Spar in 

Silverton for donating the Sausages and Burgers and 

for Tesco in Credition for dontating the Tea, Coffee, 

Sugar and Squash and Morrisons in Credition for the 

donation of all our bread rolls, onions, milk and the 

very kind gesture of a bottle of wine, two boxes of 

chocolates and a £10 gift voucher for our raffle, 

which allowed us to have all our takings 

from the evening as profit. 

 

Wendy Coles 

 

TARTS news 

 

Thorverton Amblers Ramblers 

and Trampers 

 

Future walks and events 

Saturday August 29th – led by Ann & Jerry 

Saturday September 12th – led by Heather & 

Royston 

Saturday September 26th – led by Mike 

Saturday October 10th -led by Caroline 

Saturday October 24th – led by Jenny  

All walks meet opposite the church at 0930, and are 

suitable for dogs unless otherwise stated. Shorter 

walks are usually 4 – 6 miles in length and longer 

walks 6 – 9 miles, however precise details of each 

walk (length, gradient, lunch information etc) will be 

displayed approximately a week before the walk in 

the Old Post Office Window and on the village notice 

board. If you would like to be included on the email 

list contact Caroline (01626 865465) or Graeme 

(860203). 

District Council 

As I write this report it is some three months since 

the excitement of the General, District and Parish 

Council elections.  As your District Councillor I 

thank voters for their individual support and for 

returning me as the Cadbury Ward Councillor, 

notwithstanding that I was forced to abandon my 

lifetime political allegiance and stand as an 

Independent Candidate.  My thanks also to Jan Wills 

and Elizabeth Curzon-Howe, as fellow Cadbury 

Ward residents, for standing as well in what is always 

a clean campaign amongst the three of us.  The 

people of Mid Devon District Council are now 

represented by 42 Councillors comprising 28 

Conservative; 6 Independent; 5 Liberal Democrat; 2 

UKIP; and 1 Liberal. 

 I would urge anyone with a problem, for which 

Devon County Council, Mid Devon District Council 

or Thorverton Parish Council are responsible, to 

contact the appropriate local representative for 

assistance –  

Councillor Margaret Squires for Devon County 

Council matters – email: 

 margaret.squires@devon.gov.uk  telephone: 01363 

84337 

Councillor Bob Deed for Mid Devon District Council 

matters – email:  bdeed@middevon.gov.uk  

telephone 01392 861258 

Parish Clerk Alison Marshall for Thorverton Parish 

Council matters – email thorvertonpc@gmail.com  

telephone 01392 861228 

[Bob did provide an overview of services which due 

to lack of space I must hold over until October – Ed] 

Thorverton Parish Council are responsible for the 

Allotments and the Quarry Car Park in Thorverton.  

There are two main enquiries (complaints) from 

residents, namely highways matters (Devon County 

Council) and planning matters (Mid Devon District 

Council).  I am very happy to take calls or receive 

emails on any District Council matter.  Alternatively, 

you can telephone 01884 255255 and Customer 

Services will transfer your call to the appropriate 

department for action. 

In addition to contacting me or the District Council 

you can also ask questions of the Council, in writing 

or personally at any of the District Council’s Public 

meeting, including Committee meetings (see details, 

also below).   

mailto:margaret.squires@devon.gov.uk
mailto:bdeed@middevon.gov.uk
mailto:thorvertonpc@gmail.com
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If any resident would be interested in an article on 

any service provided by or any other aspect of 

MDDC, then please let me know and I will be 

pleased to provide copy for the Focus Editor for 

future issues. [I certainly intend to include more on 

the District Council in future editions – Ed] 

Bob Deed 

 

Great Western Morris in Thorverton 
 

We were lucky enough to have Great 

Western Morris perform in Thorverton on 

20
th
 July.  This team is based in Exeter, 

having started in the 1960s.   

 

There is little agreement on the origins of 

Morris dancing.  It has been around for 

centuries and may have links to dances 

performed by the medieval Spanish moors 

(“Moorish dancing”).  Henry VII was 

reputedly an enthusiastic dancer.   

 

However, in the early 20
th
 century Morris 

dancing was in danger of fading away.  Cecil 

Sharp collected and wrote down tunes which 

form the backbone of modern Morris 

dancing.  The clothing is meant to resemble 

that of agricultural labourers in Victorian 

times.  One thing common to Morris dancers appears to be a taste for drink, so meeting outside the Thorverton 

Arms allowed the dancers – and villagers - to quench their thirst between dances.   

 

Thank you Great Western Morris. 
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Thorverton and District History 
Society 

 FURSDON HOUSE VISIT 25 JUNE 2015 

A smaller than anticipated group of members and 

guests ventured all the way to Fursdon for the 

Society’s annual outside visit! 

 

Our tour commenced in the delightful Dining Room 

where our excellent guide, Charles Noon, posed the 

question “why would the Fursdon’s 13
th
 century 

ancestors choose to settle in such an exposed remote 

place?” He reminded us of the dark, damp and smelly 

cob and thatch dwellings of the period - before the 

development of windows as we know them or even 

the ability to a build chimney. However, with the 

benefits of modern life and such a pleasant evening it 

was easy to appreciate the location’s attraction, with 

its clean air and stunning views over the rolling 

Devon landscape.  

 

The centrepiece of the dining room is a perfectly 

proportioned oblong table comfortably seating ten. 

The table top rests on a heavier and earlier frame of 

some merit with carvings on one apron. The rear 

wall’s dominant feature is a richly decorated marble 

fireplace of such grand proportions as to render the 

early mirror above too high to be of use to mere 

mortals, but it does reflect the natural light. Perhaps 

the most interesting architectural aspect, discovered 

during recent renovations, is the Gothic dowel 

pegged oak framed end 

wall dating from the 15
th
 

century.   

 

Despite its obvious 

grandeur the Drawing 

Room has a cosy homely 

feel, the soft sofas and 

furnishings inviting you 

to curl up with a good 

book on a winter’s 

evening. A careful study 

of the intricately carved 

oak panelling suggests it 

may once have adorned 

the walls of another 

stately home, whilst some 

planned areas of panelling 

hint at the vigour of a 

puritan censor. 

By contrast the Library 

offers space-a-plenty, 

with the specially 

designed bookcases 

cleverly recessed into the 

masonry, thereby maximising space for dancing.    

 

A specially designed and crafted Axminster carpet 

bearing the Family crest is the centrepiece of the Hall 

and extends to the principal rooms. Looking down 

from the walls of this galleried Hall is an impressive 

collection of Family portraits, charting the Family’s 

advancing social standing over the centuries. Given 

pride of place is an imposing matriarchal portrait of 

Grace Fursdon by the 17
th
 century Royal painter Sir 

Peter Lely. 

 

The Fursdon estate of 750 acres was not always in 

the good shape we see today. By the late 1970’s 

David’s uncle was finding the task of maintaining the 

estate too great a burden. Without a substantial 

legacy The National Trust showed little interest and 

so David was offered the estate.  In 1979 David and 

Catriona moved from London to Devon and the long 

hard task of maintaining and gradually restoring the 

Fursdon estate began. 

 

Our evening concluded with a visit to the Museum 

where the many aspects of the Family’s history and 

life to the present day provides something for 

everyone. The estate even had its own brewery to 

quench the thirst at harvest time.               

                                                     

Barrie Phillips 

 

Photo by Mike Stannard shows group being 

addressed by Charles Noon 
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Silverton & Exe Valley Seniors 
September 2015 Newsletter 

 

Events & activities for the 50+  

 

MONDAY WHIST  
Whist afternoons this month are on the 14

th
 & 18

th
 

September at St Mary’s Church Hall Silverton 

commencing at 2:00 PM.  Entrance fee £2 includes 

tea & biscuits (sometimes cake!) and a raffle ticket!  

Why not come and join our lively social group and 

help keep the brain active?   Can’t play? – We’ll 

teach you! 

 

COFFEE MORNING – Tuesday 22
nd

 September 

This month as autumn approaches we change back 

from our summer Afternoon Tea to a Coffee 

Morning, held as usual at St Mary’s Church Hall 

Silverton between 1000-1130.  This is an opportunity 

to book for forthcoming events, meet friends and if 

you wish to take part in our optional quiz and raffle.  

Entrance charge £0:50 includes tea/coffee & biscuits.  

Everyone welcome! 

 

MONTHLY COACH OUTINGS   

 

Coleton Fishacre & Dartmouth – Thursday 17
th
 

September.  A few seats still available to visit this 

unusual National Trust country house – formerly the 

home of the D’Oyly Carte family – with its Art Deco 

interior reflecting the spirit of the Jazz age. Discover 

a glimpse of “upstairs”/”downstairs” life and try on 

1920’s clothing or see the rare plants in the garden. 

Afterwards, we travel the short distance to Dartmouth 

with 3 hours to soak up the coastal atmosphere. 

Coach departs Silverton at 09:15 (Bickleigh 08:50, 

Ruffwell 0920, Rewe Church 0923, Stoke Canon 

0925). Inclusive cost £18 (NT members £10) 

Monmouth & Brecon Mountain Railway – 

Thursday 8
th

 October.  We leave Silverton at 08:30 

(see programme for details of other Exe Valley 

villages pick-up times) for the Welsh Border town of 

Monmouth for coffee and to see the former assizes 

(optional).  Afterwards we travel to Pant for a 1½ 

hour ride on the BMR. Inclusive cost £20 Due to 

demand a second coach has been booked for this 

excursion offering more seats but if you wish to book 

be quick! 

Theatre Outing (Absent Friends) & Excursion – 

Wednesday 21
st
 October.  Coach departs Silverton 

at 1100 (Ruffwell 1105, Rewe 1108, Stoke Canon 

1110) for Torquay arriving in plenty of time for 

lunch before the afternoon matinee of this classic 

Alan Ayckbourn play.  Inclusive cost of coach and 

theatre £25.  Alternatively, coach fare only for 

shopping/sightseeing (5 hrs in Torquay) £8. 

Please note: Outings and Exe Valley pick-ups must 

be booked in advance  

                                                                                            

If you are interested in any of the above events or 

would like to join the Club please contact Martin 

Clough Club Secretary 38 Hederman Close Silverton 

Devon EX5 4HW Telephone 01392 860971 or e-

mail: martin.mcassoc@btconnect.com or for further 

details of events please visit our website 

http//www.sevs.info 

 

 

Garden Club News 
 – September 2015. 

 

Our planned talk for September 21st by Pat Overton 

entitled “The Garden Route of South Africa”  has 

unfortunately had to be cancelled but maybe it will 

be possible to re-schedule it for another time.  Instead 

Kelvin Cude will be coming to give a talk with a 

slide show called “Serendipity” which as the title 

suggests is about happy chance discoveries – in this 

case of the garden kind – so we await his talk with a 

certain amount of curiosity but I’m sure it will be a 

very enjoyable evening. 

 

Our October talk on the 19
th
 will be given by 

Elizabeth Holman and is called “Renovating a Tired 

Garden” – no doubt a subject which many of us will 

find useful for picking up a few tips about “pepping 

up” our own gardens and maybe giving it a bit of a 

“facelift”! 

 

New members are always welcome and if anyone 

would like more details about the Garden Club please 

do give me a ring on 861 205. 

 

 

Ros Rowlerson 

  

mailto:martin.mcassoc@btconnect.com


Focus on Thorverton 27 Vol. 46 No.8 – September 2015 

 

Thorverton Millennium Green  

Friends of the Millennium Green enjoying a picnic after a couple of hours work clearing nettles, thistles 

and brambles from the edges of the paths. The next meeting is at 11 am on the 19th of September (the 3rd 

Saturday), when we hope to clear some paths between the Millennium trees at the far end of the Green. 

We always welcome new recruits; the more the merrier! 

  

John Spivey for TMGT 

Thorverton Art Group  
Thorverton Art Group’s summer field trip in the colourful gardens at Pynes View.  Members enjoyed a picnic 

lunch and, thanks to our hostess Alison Welsh-Thornton, a glass (or two) of Pimms! 

 

New term commences on 

Friday 4th September, 

from 9:30, at Thorverton 

Memorial Hall. We 

would also like to thank 

Thorverton WI for 

accommodating us 

during refurbishment of 

the Memorial Hall. 

  

Barrie Phillips
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Golf Society 
Sunday 31

st
 May 

A tough day with strong winds and a bit of drizzle, 

but still 8 golfers went out to test themselves. 

 

Today’s winner was Ken Galvin with 15 points and a 

handicap cut of one shot. We had joint runners up 

today with Jim Chappelle and Steve Gidley both 

coming in with 14 points, and bringing up the rear 

was Phil Oram with 7 points.  

                                                                                                                                                                                                            

The Donna-y was awarded to Phil Oram who over hit 

his approach shot to the 9
th
 green into the car park, 

narrowly missing David Harlow’s new car. 

 

Sunday 14
th

 June 

This was the day for the pairs competition with 7 

teams entered. A pleasant dry day, with good golfing 

conditions. 

 

The competition was a close run affair with the 

winners being Steve Gidley and Phil Beasley with a 

score of 22 points. Runners up were Colin Anderson 

and Nigel Austburger with 21 points and third were 

Jim Chappelle and David Harlow with 20 points. 

Steve Gidley also emptied the two’s pot with a 2 on 

the 7
th
 hole. The longest drive was awarded to John 

Mann who came out for the first time since his illness 

and went round the course in a buggy. The shortest 

drive was a close run thing with Dave Whalley 

registering an 8 yard shot on the 9
th
 tee, but his 

partner Bob Hyde outdid him with an air shot on the 

first tee. The Donna-y trophy had several contenders 

from Jim Chappelle’s weak attempt at a 2 on the third 

(having been told that the pot was not very full), 

David Harlow taking 3 shots including a left-handed 

air shot to get out from under a bush, Nigel 

Austburger hitting his partners bag with a tee shot 

and Sheila Ball forgetting to turn up. 

 

Steve Gidley and Phil Beasley with the Pairs Trophy 

Sunday 28
th

 June 
Not the nicest of days with the rain just about 

stopping, but still 6 golfers went out to test 

themselves this time on the second 9 holes at Newton 

which afterwards had not impressed a few players. 

 

Today’s winner was Rhys Roberts with 15 points and 

a handicap cut of one shot. Runner up today with 13 

points was Chris Harlow and third was Paul Richards 

with 12 points. The Donna-y was awarded to Chris 

Harlow for making the decision to play these 9 holes 

and not the usual ones. 

 

Sunday 12
th

 July 

This was a miserable day with rain in the air, but not 

cold so a few golfers were brave enough to go out.   

The joint winners today were Chris Harlow and Paul 

Richards both with 18 points and a handicap cut of 

one shot. The shortest drive was achieved by Jim 

Chappelle on the second where his shot remained on 

the teeing ground. The Donna-y trophy was awarded 

to Bob Hyde who on the first green managed to leave 

a 4” putt   2” short! 

 

Sunday 26
th

 July 

Unfortunately this day was a complete washout with 

the golf course flooded and closed. 

 

Sunday 9
th

 August 

This was the day that the re-arranged couples 

competition took place on a pleasant dry day, then 

retiring to the Exeter Inn for a few beers and nibbles 

kindly laid on by mine hosts. The teams comprised a 

golfer who played from tee to green and a non-golfer 

who did all the putting. We had 13 couples taking 

part trying to win the new trophy donated and made 

by Jim Chappelle. 

 

The winners were Bob and Sue Hyde with an 

astonishing score of 23 points (there wasn’t a doctor 

at the presentation so we could not do a dope test). In 

second place (9 points behind) were Chris Harlow 

and Charli Stoneman with 14 points, and joint third 

were Mike Shelton and Stella Barron  and Steve and 

Yu Gidley. Bringing up the rear were Paul Richards 

and Sarah Clarke who managed 3 points. 

 

The shortest drive was on the first by Nigel 

Austberger who managed about 12 yards. There was 

a lot of competition for the Donna-y trophy today, 

runner up was Sarah Clarke who after 5 failed putts 

on the green knocked the ball in with her hand, but 

the winner today was Val Chappelle, who sitting in 

her buggy on the first watched her partner Jim have a 

few practice swings, then was heard to say “why do 

you keep missing it all the time?!). 
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The couples Competition      

First place – Bob & Sue with the winners trophy 

 

 

Last Place – Paul & Sarah With the booby prize 

 

The dates arranged for September are Sunday 13
th
 and Sunday 27

th
 (Foursomes Competition). The dates for 

October are Sunday 11
th
 and 25

rd
.   All aspiring golfers welcome, details from the Exeter Inn. 

 

G S Potter 

Baba 
 

“Devojče! Devojče! Upstairs! Quietly now.” 

Nina looked up from her teddy bear to her elder 

sister. 

“’Stairs?” 

“Come on now, hurry yourself up. It’s Baba. She 

won’t wait for ever.” 

She took hold of the three-year-old child’s hand and 

pulled her up with the bedraggled bear still in her 

arms. Then she went on ahead, leaving Nina to drag 

herself up the steep splintered stairs first one leg, then 

the other, then the bear all in one go, up to the big 

dark room at the stairhead. She pushed open the door. 

Eyes turned to her for a moment as she lingered 

nervously on the threshold. 

“Devojče. Here.” 

Clutching the bear she slipped out into the darkness 

to her mother’s side where she was standing by the 

rough wooden bed and grasped the fold of her skirt in 

her fist. 

There in the bed, in the old, worn, wrinkled linen 

sheets lay her grandmother, her eyes closed and her 

tight hands around the blanket’s edge. 

“She’s quiet.” 

“Trajčo went the same. It runs in the family. Always 

quiet, making up for the noise they made in life.” 

Nina pulled herself closer to her mother, to her belly, 

and sank to her. Her mother, fat with child, stood 

waiting and her daughter to her, cradled deep in the 

darkness. 

“Doctor says it could be hours yet.” 

“I’m hungry.” 

“Your stomach can wait. This won’t.” 

Two old peasants at the bed and the father watching 

the sallow face of his spouse across the tangle of 

sheets. 

“And the tobacco to be strung.” 

 

Waiting there, outside the dark stale heat of the room, 

on the burning dust outside the rough brick house, 

where the hungry chickens clucked all day long and 

skylarked around the cow and two donkeys, unaware 

that a death was going on, unaware and unconcerned. 

The fields waited too, where the tobacco grew into 

the sun, and waited to be picked, to be taken down 

and strung in the heat of the yard and run onto frames 

and sold for food, or a horse perhaps. 

“And the tobacco to be strung.” 

“It can wait and you can wait. Some last respect for 

mother.” 

 

Mother of four children and another ripe and waiting 

to come to light. Watermelons lying outside for the 

lunch that had to be postponed, mature and ready for 

eating. Afternoon sun on the yard. 

 

Nina looked up at her mother and said: 

“Mama, why is Baba so quiet? When can I go?” 

Mother and father stood by the bedside with their two 

daughters and two peasants at the foot, waiting for 

the shrivelled woman in the grey sheets to die. 

Time passes, the whole company hungry and eager to 

be on with the day’s work. 

 

Time passes. 
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The mother backs from the bedside, the child still by 

her, close to the warmth of the sibling in the womb. 

The father folds the hands, straightens the top sheet, 

stands still a moment. Father, mother, children, the 

old couple tiptoe in silence from the room, shut the 

door. The old woman waits, in the darkness. Outside, 

on the stairs, her daughter says, 

“She was a good worker to the moment she died” 

and steps into the sun where the melons and tobacco 

are waiting. 

 

Nina is puzzled. Her head on one side like a dog 

hearing a new sound and attempting to place it. After 

a long silence she says, 

“Mama, why have we left Baba?” 

“Baba’s dead, Devojče.” 

“What’s dead?” 

Her father spits a pip at a marauding chicken. 

“Stopped breathing. Can’t work anymore.” 

“Where’s it come from, that ‘dead’?” 

Her mother laughs with her rotten teeth and rests her 

slice of watermelon on her belly. 

“It’s what you get when you’re old. Everyone gets 

it,” she says. 

“Will I get it?” 

“Yes, you and these chickens, and Mama and Tato. 

Everyone gets it.” 

Nina thinks for a moment. 

“Did Baba want it to come?” 

Her mother laughs again and says No, of course not. 

“Why don’t they stop it then, if nobody wants it? I 

don’t want it.” 

Cluck cluck cluck go the chickens over the melon 

seeds. 

“It can’t be stopped.” 

“Can’t they find where it comes from like Baba’s 

toothache and stop it?” 

 

Her mother throws back her head. “What nonsense 

the child talks! Away to the fields with you and cut 

us some more melons, now, before it gets dark.” 

Still puzzled, Nina reluctantly picks herself and the 

bedraggled bear up, takes the knife from her mother’s 

outstretched hand, and walks heavily towards the 

fields. 

 

The border mountains gloom away in the distance, a 

deep mysterious blue that merges with the plain 

where the water glints in the sun, flung through the 

rich green undergrowth from high above in a 

shimmering cascade.  

 

From here can be seen the whole expanse of flat land 

stretching towards the hills on the other side. To the 

simple plainsman standing in this place, by the water 

chute, it seems always that the valley is sleeping. Not 

merely “sleeping in the sun”, but sleeping with the 

positive intent of not wanting to wake, as if it feared 

waking to find mountains louring down on it.  

 

But those mountains were different, and the peasants 

from the plain knew they were something altogether 

different. They were awake and listening, just like the 

people, and watching. Children who ventured higher 

through the steep forest, who knew the mountain’s 

secret, would climb up to the source of the stream, to 

where it was no more than a gentle trickle. Hidden 

almost inaccessibly in the undergrowth was a huge 

cleft rock into which the smallest children loved to 

insinuate themselves and watch the swishing rivulet 

as it crept out of the dark extremities of stone and 

slithered downward through the forest, down to the 

waiting plain. 

 

For others, they went up there on donkey-back to the 

cool waterfall and the shade and rocks and it was a 

coming to life after a sojourn in the tomb; the bathing 

in the stream and the listening to the wind and water. 

Even in winter it was like that. Mountain and plain. 

Unconscious for the moment of the mountains’ 

presence Nina moved to the field where the melons 

were growing, her father’s first field. She couldn’t 

make it out, her parents’ talk; things jumping about in 

her mind. Where did this dead thing come from? 

Baba just to stop breathing and give everything up 

like that. Where had it been lurking all this time that 

she had never seen it? And her own Baba to die who 

had been kind to her with sweets and stories. 

 

The child knelt on the ground, her round knees and 

stubby legs white on the hard, lumpy earth. The 

stuffed bear sat against a big clod of soil nearby, its 

empty glass eyes turned to her. 

“Watch,” she said. 

She held the knife clumsily in her right hand and 

studied the watermelon lying before her. It was ripe. 

It was ready to be cut. She held the tough membrane 

that joined it to the ground foliage, the tube feeding 

the growing tissue. He held it tightly with one hand, 

and with the other she drew the knife across it. 

Harder, until it was severed. And the melon free and 

rolling on the ground. 

 

When first the child had seen a watermelon cut she 

was filled with horror at the pain it must suffer to be 

ripped from the earth. Now it was no more than 

vaguely repugnant, and compensated for by tapping 

it, rolling it once it was free, and carrying it to a heap. 

When she had a pile of them she sat down, cut open 

the smallest and slit it into sections to eat. As the soft 

vegetable matter dissolved in her mouth, and her 

gaze fell on the distant mountains, the question crept 

once more into her mind. Where did this sinister 

sickness come from that no one could cure, that took 

people away against their wishes? 
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Somewhere dark and secret and terrible. 

 

The mountains snarled at her. Now, in the sun, it 

seemed possible that the forests which covered these 

mountains might conceal the Something in their thick 

entanglements, releasing it at nightfall, a big black 

bird fleeing from the cage to swoop down to the 

lowland villages and whisper messages in the ears of 

sleepers. She remembered that her grandmother had 

been taken bad in the early hours of the morning. 

Donkeys, unconcerned, lapping at the spring on the 

other side of the field. People had such a lot to do 

with donkeys, and they were dirty and smelly. And 

sly. Perhaps it was them. The girl jumped up with a 

large hunk of watermelon in one hand, and wandered 

slowly over to them. Not too close now. A few days 

ago one of them, a female, had bitten her father and 

he had had to bind his hand up with linen. Sly, unsure 

beasts. 

 

And then the watermelons of course. She held the 

rind at arm’s length and watched it twitch once in the 

palm of her hand. Everybody ate them. Perhaps it 

was their own nasty way of getting revenge for being 

eaten. Yes, perhaps after all these watermelons were 

the most likely. There they were too, so passionately 

uninvolved in her, lying on the ground in the pile 

she’d made, waiting to be eaten. She threw down the 

rind and kicked it aside. 

 

She’d bury the rest. Suppose she buried them deep in 

the ground so they could do no more harm? She 

picked one up from the mound at her feet. 

“Nina.” 

She looked up. The slim figure of her sister moved 

forward from the door of their house. The child could 

just discern who it was – the girl’s slight body 

swaying within the short shapeless dress she wore 

about the village. 

Oh no, not time to go in already! Yes, the son was 

sinking. Time to go in. 

“Devojče! Hurry!” The figure beckoned with agitated 

movements of the hands. “Devojče, inside!” 

Nina dropped the fruit she had been holding, picked 

up the knife and the bear, and ran toward the house. 

“Hurry.” 

What was wrong? The tobacco frames lying half full 

on the ground. The wagon outside the house there. 

The doctor’s wagon. She ran apprehensively to the 

steps. 

 

Then she saw that her sister was smiling. 

But never before had she seen her like this, her eyes 

burning and moisture standing in the corner and her 

lips creased in smiles. She picked the child up and 

hugged her to her small breasts, pulling her tight to 

her. 

 

“Guess, Nina, guess what it is!” 

Nina struggled to free herself. She was frightened. 

“Guess! Guess!” More urgently. And the child 

frightened, being rocked to and fro, and the girl’s 

eyes burning. 

“Guess!” 

Nina twisted sharply and stood free before her, 

looking into her eyes in wonderment. 

“You’ve got a new sister. Yes, a sister, a little, little 

baby sister. Isn’t that wonderful? Isn’t that a 

wonderful thing?” 

 

Immense pride and joy and love, and tears standing 

in her shining eyes at the thought of a new child in 

the world. 

Incomprehension and bewilderment spread across her 

little sister’s face. 

“Come. Quietly now.” 

“Not to Baba?” 

“No, not to Baba.” 

Baba lying alone in the dark room. 

“To Mama.” 

 

Up the stairs, worn and splintered by generations of 

unshod feet and rough shoes, to the second bedroom, 

the room next to that in which Baba lay. 

Her father was there, and the doctor bending over the 

bed and someone in it. It was her mother, still as 

death, her eyes closed. 

Leading her by the hand the elder girl brought her 

sister on tiptoes to her mother’s breast to reveal the 

baby, quietly resting between the tangled sheets. 

With an expression of wonderment Nina slipped 

closer to the newborn child. 

But oh, its face! She drew back with a start! It’s 

Baba’s face she thought with a jerk of horror. There, 

in front of her eyes, sleeping by her mother, a tiny 

form with the face of a puffy, shrivelled old woman. 

The child’s eyes dilated with terror. For a moment 

she stood there, poised on one foot, then backed from 

the bed, turned and ran, quiet as a breath, to the door, 

down the stairs, down to the yard where her bear 

slept in the cooling dust, buried her face in her hands, 

and wept and wept. Her whole body shook, 

convulsed with the sobs that welled up 

uncontrollably inside her. And as she shuddered and 

rocked there with the sudden immense magnitude of 

this tragedy in her soul, she knew from the depths of 

her being that her question had been answered. She 

had seen what the dead thing was. Hiding, biding its 

time deep in the darkness, deep as sobs are deep to a 

child in a yard on a summer’s evening and hens 

waiting to be fed. 

 

A last shadow swept over the house. The sun had set. 

A donkey lifted its head in the dusk, and brayed. 

 

Stretton Taborn 
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Fun Day  
Photos by John Spivey 
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Farewell to John and Jean White 

Thirty friends attended a surprise farewell dinner at the Lamb Inn to wish Jean and John White bon voyage and a 

long and happy “retirement”.”
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Of Ignorance and Bliss  

 

via the Lady of the Lamp. 29 June 2015 

 

 

 

 

A trap perhaps (or just a lamp)? 

She set for us on Sunday night. 

Warming weather altogether 

We fluttered and flew 

Crawled and sprawled 

On the Green and in the stream. 

Boxes and jars for Clouded Silver and Brussels’ 

Lace. 

We delighted in awe and admired 

Elephant Hawk, Blood Vein, Hart and Dart. 

Entranced, held and inspired 

In her Barred Straw hat 

Through the meadow she searched. 

Bright Line Brown Eye, Snout and Small Magpie. 

Brimstone, Dark Achelin and Burnished Brass. 

They held our class in rapt attention. 

Not to mention Lenny and the Green Pug! 

A Coronet and Spectacle, Willow Beauty joins 

Jenny Garne with her Charms, 

Showing Green Silver Lines, a Bee Moth 

Threatening ‘our’? honey. 

So we spent the day, in seedy fields of hay 

Alive with unknown things.. 

The Lackey and Yellow Under Wings. 

What better lesson could there be 

Than sunny searching through the trees? 

Buff Ermine, Lychnet and Scorched Carpet. 

All collected that night, when no one sees, 

So limited is human oblivion. 

Such concealed abundance revealed. 

While iceberg butterflies’ decline 

Casts slur on our times. 

Had we never seen, 

How ignorant of riches would we have been! 

But for fortune bringing careFor life, of which we 

were unaware. 

 

A tribute to Jenni Garne by Gillian-Bathe 

 

Rainfall Record 
 

Many of us will have had the perception that after a 

dry start to the summer, as soon as the schools broke 

up for the summer holidays the weather turned.  

Certainly June was relatively dry - just 24mm of 

rainfall recorded in Thorverton as compared with the 

recent average for the month of more than three times 

that amount.  July was considerably wetter - 85mm - 

although this was only slightly above the average for 

July for the past ten years.  It included three 

successive days (24th to 26th) which contributed 

more than 50mm of rainfall.   

 

August may not have been as sunny as we would 

have wanted or  

 

 

 

even expected, however, as I write this on the 23rd of 

the month, perhaps surprisingly it has actually been a 

little less wet than the recent August average in 

Thorverton, with one day (14th) contributing almost 

half of the total for the first 22 days of August. [I 

spoke too soon – I am finishing Focus three days 

later – three days of almost uninterrupted rain!] 

 

As always, I am grateful to Gus Christianson for so 

assiduously recording the rainfall each day and for 

sharing his records. 

Neville Lane 
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Thorverton Parish Information 

AIR AMBULANCE EMERGENCY - QUOTE NATIONAL GRID REFERENCE 

RECREATION GROUND - Sheet 192 SS 923019 MEMORIAL HALL FIELD - Sheet 192 SS 926019 
Carers' Support Group  Anne Higman, Wyndham House Surgery, Silverton. 860034. 
      Meetings - 3rd Wednesday of month, Wyndham House, 2.30-4.30 p.m. 
Church (C of E)  
    Revd Sue Sheppard, Associate Minister, 861022. sue.sheppard@netherexe.org 
    Mrs Laura Ford, Reader.  841753. laura.ford@netherexe.org  

    Mrs Margaret Lowe, Administration Manager, 07594 714590. margaret.admin@netherexe.org 
Church Wardens  Edwin Greed, Fortescue, Netherexe. 841231. 
      Royston Kershaw 25 The Glebe 860419 
Church Choir                         Heather Kershaw 25 The Glebe, Thorverton  860419 
P.C.C. Treasurer   Jean Brown, Rydal Cottage, Bullen Street. 861176. 
Friends of Thorverton Parish Church Trust   Royston Kershaw 25 The Glebe 860419 
Church (Baptist)  The Revd Maurice Harrison, 966861. 
    Secretary Phyllis Langdon, 860932.  
County Councillor   Margaret Squires, 01363 84337, Margaret.squires@devon.gov.uk  
District Councillor   Cllr. Bob Deed. 01392 861258, bdeed@middevon.gov.uk 
Doctors:  Thorverton/Silverton : Dr Jon Wride & Lynne Anderson / Drs O'Brien, Ziegler & Keysell 
Electricity (Western Power)  Report a loss of power: 0800 6783 105 (replaces 0800 365 900). 
                                                 edf Bill Enquiries: 0800 365 000.  Street lights: 0870 556 1851. 
Friends of Thorverton & Silverton Surgeries : Christine Walker, 881501 
Gas Emergency    0800 111999 
Leonard Trust    Secretary: Mrs. E Hughes, 3 Dinham Mews, Exeter EX4 4EH 
Library (Exeter Mobile)   Every 4 weeks 3.35 – 4.20 Thursdays Quarry Car Park 
Member of Parliament   Mel Stride.  By writing: Mel Stride MP House of Commons London SW1A 0AA 

                      By phone: 02072197037.   By email: mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk 
Parish Council Chairman  Cllr. Stuart Crang,  
Parish Clerk    Mrs Alison Mashall, Dinneford House, Dinneford Street, Thorverton, EX5    

5NU.   861228. 
Parish Council Meetings  2nd Tuesday of month, at The Memorial Hall, 7.30 pm. 
Parish Allotments   Contact the Parish Clerk - 861228 
Parish Council Notice Board Situated in School Lane, opposite the Thorverton Arms. 
Planning notification applications at http://data.gov.uk/apps/planningalerts alert via email when a  
                                         planning application is published in one’s street, neighbourhood or wider area. 

Pension Service  PO Box 93, Plymouth PL6 5WJ. 0845 60 60 265 

Police    Non-emergency number:  101.  
Post Office Portacabin (TCT Ltd)  Quarry Car Park, Thorverton EX5 5NG Tel: 860455 
     Mon. to Fri: 9 am-1.00 pm, 2 - 5.30 pm. Sat: 9 am -12 noon, Sun: 9 - 10.30 am for newspapers only 
     Business Manager:                   Jan Hamilton  07764461575  
     Chair and Company Secretary: Heather Kershaw, 25 The Glebe, 860419 
Public Telephone Kiosk  Opposite the Church, outside the former Bell Inn, Dinneford St. 
Thorverton C of E Primary School (Part of the Exe Valley Federation) 

Executive Headteacher (Exe Valley Federation): Mrs Heather Perry 01392 250821 
Head of Teaching and Learning (Thorverton): Mrs Sarah Parkes 01392 860374 
School Office (Thorverton): 01392 860374 
Chair of Governors (Exe Valley Federation): Marian Beresford 01363 866112 
Clerk to the Governors: Ms Jessica Benger: 07795 515048  

School P.T.F.A. Chair: Julie Davie 1363 772309, Vice-Chair: Pippa Eyles 861767,  
       Secretary: Annette Emanuel, Treasurer: Carol Pearn 860653. 

South West Water  24 Hour Emergency: 0800 169 1144. Helpline: 0800 169 1133. 
Thorverton Millennium Green Trust 
   Chair: tbc  
   Secretary: Lin Balkwill, 860663,  web address: www.thorverton.org.uk 

mailto:sue.sheppard@netherexe.org
mailto:laura.ford@netherexe.org
mailto:Margaret.squires@devon.gov.uk
mailto:bdeed@middevon.gov.uk
mailto:mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk
http://data.gov.uk/apps/planningalerts
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Thorverton Organisations 
Amateur Dramatic Society (TADS) Chair: Sheena Hunter-Hedges 01392 860843, Vice Chair: Bob 
Hyde, Treasurer: Simon Hedges, Minutes Secretary: Mary Ette. Meetings: last Tuesday of the month at 

the Exeter Inn, 8pm. Members and non-members welcome. 
 Art Group  Barrie Phillips, Crossmead, School Lane, Thorverton. 860529 Meet Fridays during 
   term-time at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 am-12.00. 
Arts Exchange Becky Stannard, 7 The Glebe, 860737. 

  Monthly meetings in members' homes at 8.00 pm. 
Association Football Club Chairman: Andy Harris, 01392 851664,  
  Secretary: David Gregory, 2 The Orchard, Brampford Speke, 841803. 
Bridge Circle Graeme Culshaw, 3 The Glebe, Thorverton 860203.  
  Meets 1st/3rd/5th Thursdays at the W.I. Hut from 7.00 p.m.. 
Brownies   Contact Hannah 07925 981786 or Lisa 860609,  

  Meet Fridays during term-time, 5-6.30pm Thorverton School Hall. 
Clarinet/Saxophone Group     Contact Peter Mason 860727.  Meets every Thursday morning. 
Cricket Club Chair: Charles Kislingbury,  
      Secretary: M C Denford, 14 Moorlands, Tiverton EX16 6UF 01884 255076 
   Fixture Sec: J Meredith,  Grayley, Dinneford Street. 
Focus Magazine Chair: Michael Ayre, Ratcliffe Farm, Thorverton.  
  Editor: Neville Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062. 
  Secretary: Geoff Bulley, Broadlands, Thorverton. 
  Treasurer: Bob Swaffield, Schiehallion, School Lane, Thorverton 01392 860309 
Friends of Silverton & Thorverton Surgeries  Coffee Mornings in the Lamb Inn, Silverton.   
  Held at 10-12 noon on the last Thursday of every month except December 
Golf Society Players of Thorverton    Care of Exeter Inn, 01392 860206 
Guides                        Contact Lisa 860609, Meet Wednesdays during term-time, 7-9pm Memorial Hall 
History Society          Chair: Barrie Phillips, Crossmead, School Lane, Thorverton. 860529 
                   Programme Secretaries: Graham Wills 860895 & Barrie Phillips 860529. 
Ladies Group             Meet 2nd Thursday of month, (Venue and time - see Focus Notices). 
Memorial Hall Committee Chair: Roger Fieldhouse, tel. 860768. r.fieldhouse@exeter.ac.uk 
                                            Secretary: Roseanne Benn, tel. 860768. r.c.benn@exeter.ac.uk 
                                            Events Secretary/bookings: Jeff Grace, tel 860489. jeff.grace@tiscali.co.uk 
                                            Website: thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk 
Memorial Hall Market   2nd Saturday of the month, at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 - 11.00 am.  
Thorverton & Exe Valley Community Choir   Anne Vardy  01392 861184 amvardy@hotmail.com  
Thorverton Pre-School   Wendy Coles 861283./ thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com 

 Mon 9.00-11.45am, & 12.45-3.15pm & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm, 
 Tues/Weds 9.am-11.45am & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm, 
 Thurs 9.00-11.45am; 12.45- 3.15pm & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm during term-time, 
 at Thorverton Primary School site 
Thorverton Ambling, Rambling and Tramping Society (TARTS) 

                  Caroline Prince 07749 775304 or Graeme Culshaw 860203 
See notices of walks in Old Post Office Window Bullen Street. 

Toddler Group           Contact : Wendy Coles, 861283 
                  Wednesdays at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 - 11.30am 
Rainbows                   Contact Jean 860105 or Penny 861136, 
                 Meet Tuesdays 3.45-4.45pm Thorverton School Hall 
Royal British Legion  Chairman/Hon.Sec. P Furneaux, Hillcrest, Thorverton 860227, 

paf@furno.co.uk 
   Hon. Treasurer: Alex Fice 
Women's Institute Secretary and Bookings: Sue Maguire 01392 860631 
  W.I. Meeting: 1st Tuesday of the month at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
  Whist, 4th Tuesday of the month, at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
W.I. Market & Coffee  4th Saturday of the month at the W.I. Hut. 10.00 to 11.00 am. 

mailto:r.fieldhouse@exeter.ac.uk
mailto:r.c.benn@exeter.ac.uk
mailto:jeff.grace@tiscali.co.uk
http://thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk/
mailto:thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com
mailto:paf@furno.co.uk
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Doctors’ Surgeries 
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Waste Collection Dates for 2015 
Generally on Mondays unless stated 

 

a) General refuse and recycling   b) Brown bins  

(i.e. black sacks, black and green boxes) 

   

 September 1
st
 (Tuesday), 14

th
 and 28

th
  September 7

th
 and 21st 

 

Mobile Library 
The service provided in Thorverton is every four weeks, in the Quarry Car Park on Thursdays between 3.35 and 

4.20pm. 

 

Dates:  24
th
 September      22

nd
 October      19

th
 November      17

th
 December 

 

Flag Flying days in September 
None 

 

Road works 
If you want to see up to date information on road works, visit: http://roadworks.org/. 

 

Bus Services 
Turner's Tours / Carmel Coaches No 678 (renumbered Service 675) 

Cheriton Fitzpaine – Thorverton section served on Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday only: 10.09 from The Berry 

and the Baptist Chapel.   Return 13.35 from Exeter bus station, Stand 5. 

 

Stagecoach (service 55B) Mon-Sat (except Bank Holidays)  

To Tiverton: 07.55, 10.10, 12.10, 14.10, 16.10, 17.29 (this is the 155 service;  on Saturdays it is the 55B and runs at 

17.10), 18.10 from The Berry and Broadlands.  

Return from Tiverton Bus Station: 07.40, 08.35, 10.45, 12.45, 14.45, 15.55 (Mondays to Fridays term-time only), 

16.45, 17.45. 

 

To Exeter: 08.05, 09.00, 11.10, 13.10, 15.10, 16.20 (Mondays to Fridays term-time only), 17.10, 18.10 from The 

Berry and Broadlands.  

Return from Exeter Bus Station: 07.30, 09.45, 11.45, 13.45, 15.45, 17.05 (this is the 155 service ; on Saturdays it is 

the 55B and runs at 16.45), 17.45.  

 

Stagecoach 55 service runs pretty much every half-hour in each direction along the Exeter-Tiverton road, stopping 

at the Thorverton turn (the Ruffwell). Please consult Stagecoach 55 Group timetable for details of this service. 

 

Stagecoach free service to the Co-Op, Broadclyst, from Broadlands on Tuesdays 9.20am. 

 

Stagecoach offers a variety of concessions for regular commuters, shoppers, children, students and jobseekers as 

well as one-day unlimited-use Explorer tickets. Further details from Stagecoach: 01392 427711 or 01803 664500 or 

www.stagecoachbus.com or www.devon.gov.uk/devonbus. 

 

Devonbus Timetable Information: call Traveline 0871 200 2233 Timetables available at the Post Office 

http://roadworks.org/
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SEPTEMBER 

Fri 4
th
   Art Group (start of new term), Memorial Hall, from 9.30 am 

Sat 5
th
  Thorfest, Memorial Hall, 12 noon to 12 midnight 

  Devon Open Studios at The Threshing Barn (and other dates until 20
th
 – see Notices) 

Tues 8
th
  Parish Council meeting, venue tbc, 7.30pm  

Sat 12
th
  Saturday Market with Big Breakfast, Memorial Hall, 9.30 – 11.00 am 

Wed 16
th
 Owls R Us, including light supper, WI Hut, 7 for7.30pm start 

Sat 19
th
  Community Churchyard Clear-up, Parish Church, 10.00am – 4.00pm 

Sun 20
th
 Harvest Festival, Parish Church, 10.00 

Table Top Sale, Memorial Hall, 2.00-5.00pm 

Fri 25
th
  History Society, The S.W. Heritage Trust & the Future of Archives & Local Studies Collections in 

Devon, WI Hut, 7.30pm 

Sat 26
th
  WI coffee morning, WI Hut, 10.00-11.00am 

Sun 27
th
 Old Scouters team Sunday Brunch at the Memorial Hall, 11am-3pm 

 

 

OCTOBER 

 

Tues 6
th
  WI meeting - George Williams: The man who never flew - life in the RAF as a nurse,  

WI Hut, 2.30pm 

Fri 23
rd

  History Society  - Grand Western Canal - Mark Baker, WI Hut, 7.30pm 

Sat 24
th
   WI coffee morning, WI Hut, 10.00-11.00am 

 

 

 

NOVEMBER 

Fri 27th   History Society  Recent advances on our understanding of the archeaology of Exmoor - Rob 

Wilson-North, WI Hut, 7.30pm 

Sat 28
th 

  WI coffee morning, WI Hut, 10.00-11.00am 
 

 

 

DECEMBER 

Wed 2
nd

-Sat 5
th
    TADS Pantomime “Aladdin” – Thorverton Memorial Hall  ( Saturday, Matinee plus Evening    

                              Performance) 
Sat 19

th
  WI Christmas coffee morning, WI Hut, 10.00-11.00am 

Sun 20
th

 Carol Service, Parish Church, 5pm 
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