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 To produce a non-political monthly magazine serving the people of the parish of Thorverton, providing 

them with information on activities in the parish; 

 For the magazine to be one that villagers are proud of; 

 To provide a window for those outside Thorverton to see what the village has to offer; 

 To promote local businesses through advertising; and 
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Items for publication, adverts, changes to adverts, Diary entries, changes to Thorverton Information lists should be 
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thorvertonfocus@gmail.com) by the 20
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 COST per ENTRY 
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Front  Cover:  Poster for Aladdin – village pantomime 

The opinions and views expressed by contributors within the magazine are not necessarily those of Focus 

producers or of the Focus Committee. 

Cheques made payable to “Focus” 

mailto:thorvertonfocus@gmail.com
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Editorial 
I’ve been doing rather a lot of travelling around the 

country this past month.  Most of it has been out of 

choice.  We had a lovely sunny week’s holiday near 

Southwold (in Suffolk) at the end of September into 

the first couple of days in October; a family lunch for 

my mother’s 90
th
 birthday in Berkshire; trips to 

Bristol, where my daughter Emily has just started out 

on her teacher training (although rather surprisingly 

she has been posted to a school in Barnstaple for her 

teaching practice); and work trip to Carlisle, Glasgow 

and Reading.  All of this brought home to me how, if 

we use trees as a guide, the autumn appears to come 

at quite different times from one part of the country 

to another.  Only over the past week have the leaves 

been predominantly yellow or golden around 

Thorverton, whereas in Suffolk many had turned by 

the start of October.  In Glasgow, unsurprisingly, it 

felt well and truly like late-autumn.  I appreciate that 

this is probably not just a matter of location but is 

also affected by tree-type, with not all areas having 

so many oaks as we have around these parts.  It has 

been interesting for me to observe. 

  

I am going to need to do a bit less travelling over the 

next month because I need to dedicate more time to 

rehearsing for this year’s pantomime.  (I should 

reassure readers that I will not be playing a major 

part, nonetheless, it still needs a good bit of 

rehearsing, particularly at my age when the memory 

cells seem to have more difficulty).  I hope that you 

will not have missed the cover notice or the full-page 

notice inside Focus about this year’s panto, Aladdin.   

 

 

 

I have given this prominence because tickets are just 

going on sale and because of the timing of the 

performances right at the start of December.  I would 

love for us to be playing to full houses every evening, 

so please get your tickets soon.  It should be great fun 

for children – of all ages! 

  

I would also like to draw attention to the notice about 

purchasing a defibrillator.  I was impressed when I 

was in the Lake District this summer at the number of 

very small villages that had a defibrillator.  Those 

locals I spoke to were confident that the machines 

were really easy to use, even without training, and 

that they could be a life-saver in restoring the heart’s 

rhythm.  I am grateful to Maggie Dunlop for having 

investigated how we might purchase a defibrillator 

for the village and for offering to help coordinate any 

fundraising.  Please contact Maggie if you want to 

get involved in the fundraising activities. 

  

I must apologise to advertisers in particular for the 

disappointing quality of many of the adverts in 

October’s Focus.  I think that I provided some rather 

poor proofs to print from and so I have replaced 

many of these for this month.  We are also actively 

looking at how we might improve the quality of our 

photographic reproduction.  It is not an entirely 

straightforward decision though, given the range of 

technical options available, the advances that are still 

being made, and the funds we have available, so 

please bear with us for a month or two more. 

 Neville Lane 

Focus Editor 
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Thorverton Parish Council 
 

Listed below are some points raised at the Parish Council 

(PC) meeting held on 13/10/2015.  The full set of draft 

Minutes can be viewed on the notice board in School Lane.   

The next meeting will take place on November 10
th

 2015,  

at 7.30pm, in the Memorial Hall and all are welcome.  

Alison Marshall – Clerk to Thorverton Parish Council.   

T. 01392 861228 E-mail. thorvertonpc@gmail.com    

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Planning matters – data received up to and including the date of the meeting: 

*You can view planning applications, decisions, and documentation at: https://new.middevon.gov.uk/planning/ 

a) 15/01032/FULL and LBC Planning application and listed building consent for change of use and 

conversion of barn to art studio at Chilton House, Cadeleigh Tiverton. Approved. 

b) 15/01390/FULL and LBC conversion of garage/workshop/store to ancillary accommodation, 9 Silver 

Street, Thorverton. Response date passed.   

c) 15/01515 & 16/FULL Advertisement Consent to display a non-illuminated sign and to install a self-

service car wash/vacuum/tyre pressure facility at Thorverton Mill. The PC resolved to support this 

application. 

d) 15/01574/FULL Erection of 2 storey extension at Sunnybrook Cadeleigh, Tiverton. Information 

pending. 

 

Village Defibrillator 

The PC resolved to support the fund raising for the purchase of a village defibrillator and to provide an annual grant 

for its ongoing maintenance costs once installed.  Further news will follow regarding where it will be sited and how 

residents can be involved in training on the equipment’s use.  If you would like to contribute towards this project or 

be part of the fund raising team please get in touch.  

 

Parish Council Public Relations (PCPR) 

There was a lot of interest in the PC stand at the Memorial Hall Saturday market this month and several suggestions 

are being reviewed by the PCPR working party including a communal compost heap now that bins are being 

charged for. If you have any suggestions at all please do not hesitate to speak up so that the PC can look into the 

possibility of making things happen. 

 

Recreation Ground ‘re-fresh’ 

The Viridor Grant Funding application for £20,000 for a wild life corner, new play and outside gym equipment, in 

the Rec has been delayed as the mandatory 10% deposit contribution offered by the PC from MDDC funds can’t be 

accepted.  The deposit needs to come from fund raising or grants and so the PC are looking to local people and 

organisations to help raise these funds so that the grant funding can be released should it be agreed. If you think 

you can help please get in touch – I am sure you will agree that this chance is just too good to miss! 

 

Cricket Club support 

The PC has resolved to send a letter of support to Thorverton Cricket Club regarding its proposed development. 

  

Berrysbridge Road/Bullen Hill re-surfacing 

DCC Highways have advised that the above road (at the Glebe entrance) will be re-surfaced on 29
th
 / 30

th
 October. 

Further information can be found on the notice board in School Lane. 

 

Thefts from sheds 

The Police have advised of several village shed break-ins during September and all residents are reminded to put 

any garden equipment away at night and to keep sheds securely locked to discourage further incidents. 

 

Allotment for hire 

The PC will soon have an Allotment for hire at £10 per year (+ £25 refundable deposit) so if you are interested in 

extending your garden or getting ‘green fingers’ then please contact me. New Leases start from January 1
st
.  

mailto:thorvertonpc@gmail.com
https://new.middevon.gov.uk/planning/
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Letters 
From Beryl Grace and Sue Vooght 

 

Sunday brunch on behalf of Thorverton Memorial 

Hall. 

Sue Vooght and Beryl Grace would both  like to 

thank everyone who supported this event on Sunday 

27
th
 September. 

  Also a huge thank you to the old Scouting Team and 

others who worked so hard to help make this such a 

success. 

It was an extremely successful fund raising event in 

aid of  the Hall Improvements, raising almost £500 

on  the day. 

 

From Allison and Stephen Toogood 

 

A large, volunteer 'Thorverton Ground Force Team' 

visited our garden secretly while we were away on 

holiday in October, and it was the BEST EVER 

SURPRISE PRESENT.  

 

 We can't thank you all enough for giving so much of 

your time and energy, and we promise we'll try really 

hard to continue the hard work in overcoming the 

neglect of the last few years, while we've been 

running the Thorverton Arms. 

 

 What a wonderful community of such lovely people 

we enjoy here! 

 

Thorverton Memorial Hall Committee 
                         Reg. Charity No. 203778 

 

WANTED: A TREASURER 

 

Unfortunately David Waldron has resigned as a 

member and treasurer of the Memorial Hall Trust.  

We are very grateful to him for his work as treasurer 

over the past two-and-a-half years and are sorry to 

lose him. This leaves the committee without a 

treasurer.  It is an important post but the work 

involved is not difficult or time consuming.  Our 

monthly meetings are productive, enjoyable and fun! 

This is an opportunity to join this friendly committee 

as treasurer to assist us in the worthwhile work of 

enabling the hall to provide a program of local 

community activities. If you are interested please 

contact Roger Fieldhouse (tel: 860768 or email: 

r.fieldhouse@exeter.ac.uk) to arrange a meeting to 

discuss the roles of trustee and treasurer. 

 

Other hall news 

On Sunday 27
th
 September over sixty people enjoyed 

an excellent brunch at the hall.  The committee would 

like to thank Sue Vooght and Beryl Grace and their 

team for organising this excellent event. 

 

Jeff Grace has regrettably had to surrender his role as 

the hall events secretary for health reasons, although 

he will remain a member of the committee.  We wish 

him a speedy and successful recovery.  

Responsibility for taking bookings for the hall has 

been taken over by John Hodge – see below for 

details. 

 

Although the hall renovations project ended in July 

there continues to be various improvements to be 

undertaken including rectifying some electrical 

faults, fitting safety covers to the three heaters and 

improving disabled 

access to the hall.  

The committee is 

also considering 

installing an alarm 

system following an 

advisory visit from 

the police crime 

prevention officer. 

 

Saturday Market 

The Saturday Market on the second Saturday of the 

month always provides opportunities to browse and 

buy from a wide variety of stalls as well as to 

succumb to the allures of the Big Breakfast. 

September draw results   

1
st
 prize: a chicken dinner – Andy Slater 

2
nd

 prize: bottle of wine – Roy Barton 

3
rd

 prize: box of biscuits – Maggie Dunlop 

4
th
 prize: After Eight Mints – Simon Ette 

 

Booking the hall for an event 

If you would like to book the hall for any occasion or 

purpose just email  

thorvertonmemorialhallbookings@gmail.com or 

contact any of the committee members listed below. 

 

Members of the Committee 

Sarah Addicott, Roseanne Benn, Lisa Browning, 

Roger Fieldhouse, Jeff Grace, John Hodge, Bob 

Hyde, Colin Marshall, Clare Roberts, Mike Shelton, 

Caroline Taverner. 

 

Memorial Hall website  

The hall website can be found at 

www.thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk.  If you wish to 

make a booking, see above. 

mailto:r.fieldhouse@exeter.ac.uk
mailto:thorvertonmemorialhallbookings@gmail.com
http://www.thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk/
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Notice Board 

Thorverton Church Choir 

 Thorverton Church Choir Practices  

  

Thursdays 7.45 – 9.00pm at Thorverton Church 

 Nov 5, 19, 26    Dec 3, 10, 17 

  

Thorverton Church Sunday Services with 

choir 
  

November 1
st    

             COMMUNION 9.30 

November 8
th

       REMEMBRANCE 10.00 start 

November 22
nd

 CHORAL EVENSONG 5.00pm 

December 6
th

                 COMMUNION 9.30 

December 20
th

          CAROL SERVICE 5.00pm 

  

 New members are always very welcome at 

any time  
  

We sing a very wide range of music at a mix of 

traditional services and more contemporary 

worship. All ages and abilities are welcome. 

There are no auditions! 

  

Please contact: Choir Director and Accompanist 

Heather Kershaw  01392 860419  

heather@kershaw25.eclipse.co.uk 

  
 

The Welcome Café 
 

from 2.30 to 4.00pm at the WI Hut  
 

every Monday (except Bank Holidays) 
 

Meet old friends …… Make new friends 
 

Tea, coffee, biscuits, cakes and a warm welcome! 

 
 
 

 Thorverton Post Office & TCT 

newsagents/stationers 
Quarry Car Park, Lynch Road 

Thorverton   01392 860455 
 

offering a very wide range of post office 

services, newspapers, magazines, stationery, 

posting and packing materials, laundry service, 

photocopying – service with a smile! 
 

Mon–Fri 9.00–5.30 (closed 1.00-2.00) Sat 9.00-12.00 

Sun: 9.00–10.30 TCT paper shop only 

 

 

 

Christmas Carol Service Choir  
  

We always welcome anyone who would like to 

participate in this service singing with our 

regular choir members on Sun Dec 20th at 

5.00pm. 

There are four rehearsals on Thu evenings Nov 

26, Dec 3, 10 and 17 

All ages are welcome, from 7 years old upwards. 

  

We also need Young People (singers and 

non-singers) to lead our Carol Service 

procession.  
  

Please contact: Choir Director and Accompanist 

Heather Kershaw  01392 860419   

heather@kershaw25.eclipse.co.uk  

 

Thorverton Baptist Church 
 

Open Door 
 

From Thursday, 5th November onwards, and at the 
same time every Thursday, the chapel will be open 
between 10.00 am and midday, via the side 
entrance, where Revd Maurice Harrison will be on 
hand if you would like a listening ear or to share a 
problem for prayer, etc. 

 

 

School PTFA Quiz Night  
Friday, 27th November 

The popular quiz night will be held at the Memorial 
Hall, starting at 7.30pm, for teams of up to six 
people. 
The bar will be open and we will be holding a raffle. 
Tickets are on sale now from Julie and Pippa at £5 
per person to include a burger and chips. 

 

Thorverton Baptist Church 
 

will hold a  
 

Coffee Morning 
(or tea if you prefer!) 

 
Friday, 13th November 

from 10.30 onwards 

 

A warm welcome to all. 
 

mailto:heather@kershaw25.eclipse.co.uk
mailto:heather@kershaw25.eclipse.co.uk
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SILVERTON LINK UP 
 

Voluntary Drivers Scheme for Wyndham House and Exe Valley Surgeries Patients 
 

The VOLUNTEER DRIVERS are  

Jean Hawkins 860849 John Kiely 861545  

Doreen Beer 860731 Stephen Roach 861042  

Mary Smith 861916 Dave Sleep 860678  

LINK UP service takes patients with medical appointments from home to surgery or hospitals in the area.  If you require 

transport contact one of the drivers mentioned above, giving them as much notice as possible.  If you use the service a realistic 

donation towards the drivers’ expenses would be appreciated.  Payment is paid direct to the driver who issues a receipt. It may 

not always be possible to arrange a lift, as all our drivers are volunteers and cannot be expected to turn out on every occasion, 

although they will do their best.   
                                   

Roger Higman (Co-ordinator) 860571. roger.higman@homecall.co.uk                                           

 

 

 
Workshops making garlands and swags 

 

If you would like to know how to make a garland and/or swag, I will be holding two workshops in  

 

the Church on Sat November 28th and Sat December 12th from 10.30 - 1pm. 

 

You will need to bring scissors and/or secateurs, a good bag full of tough leathery greenery and/or conifer 

cut into about 6in lengths. This could be any conifer, box, eucalyptus, euonymus, ivy etc., all the same or 

mixed. 

There will be a small charge of £3 towards the flower fund. 

 
Elspeth Holmes 

 

 

 

The TCT Ltd AGM 

 
will take place on 

 

Mon Nov 30
th

 7.45pm 

 

at Thorverton WI Hut 
 

 hear about the past business year of our post office and the TCT Ltd community-run newsagents/stationery 

shop 

 TCT Ltd’s accounts will be presented 

 the TCT Council for 2015/16 (committee) will be elected 

 there will be question and discussion time 

 

Do contact Heather Kershaw 01392 860419 in advance please if you wish to be proposed for membership of 

the TCT Council 

 

 

All are welcome at the meeting but only paid-up TCT members can vote. 

 

Please come along and show support for your local post office. 
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Bluegrass Music  

Flats and Sharps – Weds 18
th

 November 2015, 8pm, The Red Lion Inn, Shobrooke 
 

In early 2011, four 17 year-old mates from college thought that 

they could earn a bit of pocket money by forming a 

folk/bluegrass band and busking in and around Penzance. Two 

months later, they were asked to perform for four hours (!) at the 

opening of a new restaurant at the Lands End Hotel. That is 

when, through necessity, they started writing their own material 

to perform alongside folk, bluegrass & country standards with the 

odd cover of a more contemporary hit thrown in for good 

measure. This was just the beginning of the journey for Flats and 

Sharps and, three years on, they haven’t stopped writing and 

performing. Their incredible skill on their instruments (guitar, 

mandolin, banjo and double bass); their luscious harmonies when 

grouped around a single microphone and their sheer joy at 

performing such infectious music has won over their audiences, building a reputation for themselves as the hottest 

band of their style in the UK. 

Flats and Sharps are playing at numerous leading folk and bluegrass festivals throughout the summer and it’s a 

privilege to be hosting them in Shobrooke. http://www.flatsandsharps.co.uk/ 
 

Tickets are £7 and are available in person from The Red Lion or from Leslie Hampson on (01363) 775468.  
 

Both of these events are promoted by Shobrooke Arts and Crafts. They are supported and subsidized by Villages in 

Action (VIA) – an Arts Council funded a rural touring scheme based in Crediton, that covers five of the rural 

Districts of Devon. VIA helps to bring top quality professional performances and workshops at affordable prices to 

communities through a network of local volunteer promoters. They are supported financially by District Councils, 

including West Devon, East Devon and Teignbridge, as well as Devon County Council and Arts Council England.  

 

http://www.flatsandsharps.co.uk/
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Sun Nov 22nd  

 5.00pm 
CHORAL EVENSONG 

Thorverton Parish Church 

 
This will be a reflective, traditional-style service, 

with readings, prayers and choral music sung by 

Thorverton Church Choir. 

You are all very welcome. 

 

Refreshments will be served afterwards at about 

5.45pm. 
 

 
  

THORVERTON PARISH CHURCH 
 

 
 

Monthly 
 

1st Sunday – Holy Communion 
 

2nd Sunday – Open Church 

(come when you wish) 
 

3rd Sunday – Family Service at 10am 

with Open Church at 9.30am 

(come when you wish) 

4th Sunday – alternates 

BCP Holy Communion [odd months] 

Baptist Church joint service at 11am [even months] 
 

5th Sunday – if applicable 

Mission Community Service at 11am 

at a Mission Community church 
 

       Check schedules on church notice boards  

       or Focus for more information and variations. 

 

 

 

Christmas Lights  

 

Raising funds for Devon Air Ambulance  

and Force 

 

Andy Cleave will again be giving a great 
display of Christmas lights from 1 December 
outside the last house on the right along 
Dinneford Street going towards Cadbury.  
Any donations will go to Devon Air 
Ambulance and Force.  There will be a 
collection box on the gate. 
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Tickets will be on sale at the November Saturday Market (14
th
 Nov) at the Memorial Hall
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Knit and Natter  

 

Cast off your winter blues and cast on some 
woolly yarns 

we knit, we crochet and best of all we 
natter  

every Wednesday** in the Methodist Hall, 
Silverton 1.30pm to 3.30pm 

 
We share some laughter, pass on tips and 
help with tricky bits, knit for ourselves or 
charities, all are welcome and if you have 
always wanted to learn – now is the time! 

 
Just drop in or if you would like to know 
more contact: 
Claire Barton: Tel:   01392 860704   
email:    dcbarton@live.co.uk 
Sylvia Wakeham: Tel:   01392 861390   
email:    sfwakeham@aol.com 
 
** Not the 4th Wednesday of the month 

 

mailto:dcbarton@live.co.uk
mailto:sfwakeham@aol.com
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 The Thorverton Millennium Green Trustees 

need a new SECRETARY following several years’ 

excellent service from Lin Balkwill. If anyone, with 

some computer experience, is willing to take on this 

voluntary post, writing up minutes from just three 

meetings per year and filing the agendas and minutes, 

please contact jfspivey@yahoo.com or 01392 

861324. 

We are also looking for more volunteers to join the 

Friends of Thorverton Millennium Green to help with 

maintenance on every 3rd Saturday of the month. If 

you use the Green, please help to maintain it.  

Thank you. 

mailto:jfspivey@yahoo.com
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Child Care/Baby Sitting 

 

Well qualified 
All required legislative requirements up to 

date 

 

Contact: Jenny Yendell 
01392 860800 

 

 

WANTED FOR ST DAVID’S SOUP 

KITCHEN IN EXETER 
 

Sleeping Bags 

Blankets 

Rucksacks 
 

Also clothing for men and women: 

 

Jeans, Jackets, Sweaters, T-Shirts, Underwear, 

Socks, Gloves, Shoes and Trainers 

 

Contact: 

Jenny Yendell on 01392 860800  

(she can collect) 
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Parish Church Services and News 
                      

NOVEMBER 2015 SERVICES & INFORMATION   

The Netherexe Parishes - A Mission Community in the Diocese of Exeter  
 

Sunday 1 November 2015 All Saints day  

09:30 am Family Service   Newton St Cyres  Lay Led  

09:30 am Holy Communion [C] Thorverton MSS 

10:00 am Service with a Smile  Brampford Speke  LF  

10:00 am Service of the Word   Cadbury Lay Led   

10:00 am Informal Gathering    Stoke Canon  

11:15 am Coffee, Cake & Company   Rewe  

05:30 pm Holy Communion [C] Poltimore SS 

 

Sunday 8 November 2015 Remembrance Sunday  

09:30 am Service of Remembrance   Brampford Speke                  BOF & Lay Led 
                             Joint with Upton Pyne & Brampford Speke  Chapel  

09:30 am Holy Communion &  [C] Huxham  B Adrill 

 Service of Remembrance  

10:00 am Service of Remembrance   Stoke Canon  Lay Led  

10:00 am Service of Remembrance  Thorverton                                   M Harrison 
   Joint with Cadbury & Baptist Church  

10:50 am Service of Remembrance    Newton St Cyres  Lay Led   

11:15 am Service of Remembrance   Rewe Lay Led  

 

Wednesday 11 November 2015 Armistice Day  

11:00 am Act of Remembrance*   Rewe War Memorial   

11:00 am Act of Remembrance*   Thorverton War Memorial 

11:00 am Act of Remembrance    Upton Pyne Village Hall      
 *Please note these are open air services 

  

Sunday 15 November 2015 2
nd

 before Advent  

08:30 am Holy Communion [C] Brampford Speke  M Hall 

09:30 am Open Church followed by Family Service   Thorverton  

10:00 am Family Service  Thorverton  Lay Led  
   Joint with Baptist Church  

10:00 am Holy Communion [C] Cadbury MSS 

10:00 am Service of the Word  Poltimore Lay Led  

11:15 am Coffee, Cake & Company  Rewe  

05:00 pm Holy Communion [C] Stoke Canon MSS 

 

Sunday 22 November 2015 Next before Advent 

09:30 am Sunday Service   Brampford Speke Baptist Chapel  BOF 

09:30 am Holy Communion  [C] Newton St Cyres  MSS 

09:30 am Holy Communion  [BCP] Thorverton  D Francis  

10:00 am Messy Church  Stoke Canon  Lay Led  

11:15 am Holy Communion    [C] Rewe D Hamer 

05:00 pm Evening Prayer [BCP] Cadbury D Francis  

05:00 pm Choral Evensong  Thorverton  Lay Led  

05:30 pm Evening Prayer [BCP] Huxham  D Lewis  

 

Sunday 29 November 2015 Advent 1 Mission Community Service  

11:00 am Holy Communion [C] Rewe                                      Archdeacon of 

 Followed by Bring & Share Lunch in Rewe Parish Hall   Exeter 

  

Sunday 6 December 2015 Advent 2  

09:30 am Family Service   Newton St Cyres  Lay Led  

09:30 am Holy Communion [C] Thorverton J Davies  

10:00 am Service with a Smile  Brampford Speke  LF  

10:00 am Service of the Word & Baptism  Cadbury                                        B Dugmore 

10:00 am Service of the Word & Toy Service   Stoke Canon Lay Led  

11:15 am Coffee, Cake & Company [Christmas Tree Festival]  Rewe  
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02:00 pm Baptism  Thorverton  D Francis  

05:30 pm Holy Communion [C] Poltimore D Lewis 

 

 

Services in the Netherexe Parishes 
Your parish churches aim to provide a variety of service types to meet the needs of the whole community.  Most Sunday 

services except those early in the morning include hymns and music. Everyone is welcome at all services 

 

Service With A Smile ☺ These services are designed for all ages and with the needs of young  

  children especially in mind.  They are informal and contemporary in  

style often including a children’s activity at the beginning; without 

communion and are led by lay teams. Services usually last about 35 

minutes and are followed by refreshments  

Family Service  Family services are suitable for all ages, may be with or without Holy 

Communion, are contemporary in style and are often followed by 

refreshments 

Holy Communion  [C] Traditional service in contemporary language [one hour] 

Holy Communion  [BCP] Traditional service in traditional language [one hour] 

Morning Prayer  [BCP] Traditional Morning Service [Mattins] from the Book of 

  Common Prayer [about an hour] 

Evening Prayer  [BCP] Traditional Evening Service from the Book of Common 

  Prayer [about an hour] 

Common Worship [CW] Common Worship Service 

 

Daily Morning & Evening Prayer in the Netherexe Parishes 
 

 

For daily services the format is generally Book of Common Prayer at Thorverton and Common Worship elsewhere, and the 

timing is about 20-30 minutes.  All are welcome. 

Morning Prayer is said on Mondays at 9.10pm in Stoke Canon church (during the school term, this takes the form of 

Collective Worship for Stoke Canon C. of E. School); on Tuesdays at 9.15am in Stoke Canon Chapel 

Evening Prayer is said on Thursdays at 5.00pm in Newton St Cyres church. 

 

Variations: None   

 
Who’s Who …..? Abbreviations Key 

 

 Vacancy    Rector    

SS Revd Preb Sue Sheppard  Associate Minister               01392 861022   sue.sheppard@netherexe.org 

LF Mrs Laura Ford    Reader   01392 841753   laura.ford@netherexe.org 

TBC To be confirmed 

 

Associate Ministers  

MSS Revds.’ Michael & Sharon Simpson 

HW Revd Harold Whitty 

BOF Baptist Officiant 

 

For more information about the Netherexe Parishes please see www.netherexe.org or contact: 

 

Mrs Margaret Lowe [Administrator] 

Tel: 07594 714590 - Tuesday & Thursday [08:30 – 16:30] 

Email: margaret.admin@netherexe.org 

Correspondence:  The Netherexe Parishes, PO Box 734, Stoke Canon, Exeter, EX5 4WP. 

 

 

Would you like a lift to church?  May we offer you a lift to the parish church or to a joint service elsewhere?  

For transport to Sunday services from locations in Thorverton parish, please ring Steve Rendell on 01392 

860780.   

For transport from Rewe parish please contact Guy Sheppard on 01392 861022 

 

 
 

http://www.netherexe.org/
mailto:margaret.admin@netherexe.org
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Parish Letter 
Passion for Church  

 

When the Vicar of Brampford Speke Cornelias 

Gorham fell out with the Bishop of Exeter his 

passion for the rights of individual Vicars was so 

great that he changed Church Law by taking the 

Bishop to the House of Lords where he won.  This 

passion also caused him to demolish his Church at 

Brampford Speke (except the tower) and build a new 

church in the modern style larger and better than 

before. Thus in the 1840s Brampford Speke got a 

new church which like modern houses of its day had 

heating, oil lights instead of candles, wooden pews 

that kept out the draughts and the latest in 

fashionable stained glass windows and floor tiles. 

 

That passion for all that was modern and passion for 

doing all that could be done to get the great word of 

God across to an ever greater audience drove him on 

to raise all the necessary funds for his new Church 

tapping into local people and calling on his contacts 

and friends made at Cambridge. 

   

Have we all lost this passion for the new and modern 

in Church, have we left passion to extremists? The 

history of the World shows how Humans, however 

primitive, have felt a great need to believe in a 

greater being. Ten thousand years of belief and 

passion can't be wrong can it? 

 

So where is the new lighting, the comfortable seats, 

the music technology, sermons on line, digital 

support, casual food and drink that we now find in all 

modern homes? Can we again fill the Churches with 

people who need and want to be there like a Mosque 

on Friday? Can the word resonate with today’s 

generations, can that still small voice be heard? 

 

Having occasion to visit Moscow from time to time I 

have been very struck by the revival of the Russian 

Orthodox Church with thousands of small donations 

and state sponsorship recreating churches of 

unbelievable quality all over the City and filling them 

with the faithful who want to be there. The Cathedral 

of Christ the Saviour rebuilt from scratch in all its 

gold and polished marble may not be to our, or Vicar 

Gorham’s taste, but it demonstrates a need amongst 

ordinary people and a passion for a renewal of Faith 

even among generations brought up to believe there 

was no God . Ten thousand years says they must be 

right and as Vicar Gorham’s memorial testifies: 

 

 "In Christ all shall be made Alive". 

 

Philip Muzzlewhite 

Brampford Speke  

Baptist Church  

Harvests and Locusts 

 

The male voice choir I belong to has a piece called 

"Harvest time is here again."  Well, now harvest has 

been and gone for another year, with all its memories 

and associations.  For people born and brought up in 

the countryside it is always a precious season. 

 

Coming as I do from the Black Country, I grew up in 

a world not of fields and country lanes but of 

factories and smoke.  There were no sheep or cows in 

my childhood, just urban sprawl.  That is why it is 

such a treat for me now to live in the West Country 

rather than the West Midlands.  Here the themes of 

harvest, of sowing, growth and crops are never very 

far away. 

 

It's very much like that in the bible.  The fathers of 

the Hebrew faith - Abraham, Isaac and Joseph - were 

all farmers, raising sheep and cattle and sowing 

crops.  In New Testament times it was basically the 

same agricultural landscape of farming and fishing, a 

world of craftsmen plying their trades, life in the 

marketplace punctuated by seasons and festivals and 

where people were brought together for births, 

circumcisions, weddings, funerals and other family 

occasions. 

 

And that is the context in which we find Jesus, 

preaching in the open air near a lake or telling stories 

on a hillside, wonderful teaching that transformed the 

lives of the men and women who listened to him.  He 

often spoke about sowing and reaping, seed time and 

harvest.  But it was his follower St Paul who set out a 

principle concerning the spiritual harvest: What you 

sow, you reap.  This is obviously a law of nature. 

 Several months ago, I sowed runner beans and 

would have been astounded if peas had grown! 

 

It's the same in the spiritual realm.  If you sow 

kindness, gentleness, humility and so on then that is 

what you will reap.  But those who sow bitterness, 

envy and hostility will find themselves gathering in a 

harvest of negativity.  That is a spiritual law. 

 

But the good news of the Christian gospel is that 

something - or rather someone - can intervene to 

break that cycle.  There can be a violation of that 

spiritual law, so that even if you have sown bad 

things you can reap a good harvest. 

 

How?  The prophet Joel often speaks of harvests 

spoiled by plagues of locusts.  But he records God as 

saying: "I will restore to you the years that the locusts 

have eaten." What a fantastic promise that is!  It 

means that it is never too late to turn to the Lord of 
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Harvest and have that spiral of wrongdoing and 

alienation from God reversed. 

 
Maurice Harrison 

Women’s Institute 
 

October WI Meeting 

 

George Williams, a man with a terrific sense of fun, 

was welcomed to the October meeting.  George had 

been a member of ground staff, a nurse, during his 

five years serving in the RAF.  He informed us that to 

every person who takes to the skies in the RAF, there 

are 20 to 30 ground staff, which is surprising.  

George amused us by recounting many funny stories 

of his experiences throughout his period of service, 

which took him to several places around the country.  

He was obviously popular with his fellow men and 

because he was oldest of his group, he was often 

chosen to take the lead, although he told us he was, in 

fact, no wiser than the others. George ended his 

talk by saying his time in the RAF had been 

memorable – all recruits had to work very hard, but 

they were also able to let their hair down and play 

hard too!  And judging by some of the tales he told, 

they certainly did.  

 

Our next meeting will be on Tuesday, 3
rd

 November 

at 2.30 pm, when Jackie is going to guide us in 

making an Advent Ring, using greenery, berries, etc.  

If you would like to try you artistic skills and join us 

for the afternoon you would be most welcome - cost 

£5. It would be helpful if people could bring along 

any greenery, hedgerow growth, berries we could 

use. 

 

We noticed a gap in our display of photographs in the 

WI Hut.  We think the missing picture must have 

fallen and we are wondering if anyone knows of its 

whereabouts.  It shows a WI Celebration at which a 

cake is being cut.   

 Nick Bright 

 

Thorverton Ladies’ Group 
 

Our November meeting will be a trip to the Barnfield 

Theatre on Thursday 19th. Please meet in the Bury at 

6.45pm 

 

The date for December is Thursday 10th when we 

will have a Christmas workshop at The Thorverton 

Arms. More details in December's issue of Focus. 

 

Elspeth Holmes 

 

Thorverton Co-operative Trust Ltd               

supporting   Thorverton Post Office 
  

Christmas is coming so we will soon be selling 

Advent calendars, 2016 calendars, 2016 diaries, 

charity Christmas cards, wrapping paper, labels etc. 

plus of course posting and packing materials.  

Remember to post early for Christmas if you are 

sending things abroad. Also be prepared to have to 

state what is in your parcels/packets even if they are 

only for the UK. There are good lower price deals for 

certain sizes of parcel.  

Buy your Christmas stamps early. We do sometimes 

run out nearer the time!  

  

There’ll be a TCT/PO stall again at the Saturday 

markets on November 14th and December 12
th
 so do 

come to browse, buy, have a chat. 

  

The TCT Ltd AGM will take place on Mon Nov 

30
th

 at 7.45pm in Thorverton WI Hut. This is an 

opportunity to hear about the past business year of 

our post office and the TCT Ltd community-run 

newsagents/stationery shop. The TCT accounts will 

be presented, the TCT Council 2015/16 elected and 

there will be time for questions and discussion.  

Do contact me in advance please if you wish us to 

include something special on the agenda or you 

would like to be proposed for membership of the 

TCT Council (committee).  

All are welcome at the meeting but only paid-up TCT 

members can vote. 

  

We have acquired some new members recently – 

thank you. If you haven’t joined up yet or you 

haven’t yet renewed your membership £10 pp per 

annum, please contact me ASAP or ask for a form in 

the post office. 

  

Heather Kershaw         01392  860419                                                

Chair and Secretary  TCT Ltd 

  

Newton St Cyres Tennis Club   

 

September’s dry, sunny weather has been a bonus for 

tennis players and many have been making the most 

of it with some extra club sessions. We have a range 

of sessions available throughout the week, both 

during the day and in the evening. Junior coaching 

with our coach Toby Harradence is also now well 

underway on Wednesday evenings, and there are still 

places available for anybody interested, age 5 – 18.  
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We have recently updated our website and all club 

news, club sessions, contact details for the 

Committee, league results, etc, can be viewed 

there:www.newtonstcyrestennisclub.co.uk. Or 

contact our membership secretary Laura Leigh on 

01647 24259  for any other membership or coaching 

enquiries. New members are always welcome. 

Sally Baldwin 

 

  

Nature Notes 
 
A walk around Northdown Wood was accomplished 

in September. Upon arrival at the woodland gate we 

were greeted by the call then sighting of a Nuthatch. 

A bit further into the wood we found a clump of 

Climbing Corydalis still in flower. Several Grey 

Squirrels were busy on the ground and in the canopy. 

Chiffchaff, Great Spotted Woodpecker and Buzzard 

were heard and a Tree Creeper seen in its 

characteristic fashion of spiralling upwards on a tree 

trunk. We watched two worker hornets alighting in a 

moist crack of oak bark very close to the base of the 

tree. Also at this crack were several flies. Lin 

Balkwill looked this up on the Internet and 

discovered that hornets will go so far as to remove 

bark to get at sugary alcoholic tree sap. This they do 

when their final duties at their nest are at an end and 

they go off and party. Mm, I wonder who else does 

that! 

 

On a lovely morning in late September at Cadbury 

Castle foxgloves were still in flower. I did not make 

it to see their beautiful mass display earlier in the 

year.  Climbing Corydalis was spotted growing 

outside the rampart in the spot where there is usually 

some standing water. So now we know two places 

where this acid loving woodland species grows, here 

at Cadbury and across the valley at Northdown. 

 

In our garden I heard a tap tapping and I stood still to 

home in on where it was coming from. I spotted a 

Nuthatch clinging to the trunk of an ash, facing 

downwards and hammering at a nut but this was not 

the original tapping I heard. I watched the Nuthatch 

vigorously attacking the nut. A curious Blue Tit got 

too close to the Nuthatch who twice chased away the 

tit. When the Nuthatch finished its meal and flew 

away I heard once again the tap tapping coming from 

bushes to my right. Peering in, I saw a Great Tit 

whacking a nut with its bill and because of the tit I’d 

had a lovely experience of watching the Nuthatch.  

 

 

 

On 26
th
 September around 4.45pm I found a female 

Southern hawker dragonfly Aeshna cyanea perched 

on a holly bush. She was still there at 9.30am the 

next morning but by 11.50am she had gone. She had 

chosen to roost on the holly bush for the night and 

until she was sufficiently warm enough to fly away 

the following morning. This species, as suggested by 

its name, frequents the south of Britain but it is 

spreading north. It prefers to inhabit mature ponds 

with lots of plants and an accumulation of debris at 

the bottom.  

 

 

October has been mild and very dry. Many wild 

plants have continued to flower. On recent local 

walks I have seen mallow, honeysuckle, vetch, wild 

rose and cranesbill. Fieldfares and Redwings have 

arrived from northern climes to feed on fruits and 

berries such as orchard apples.  

 

What weather will we get in November, our last 

month of autumn? When will we feel the effect of El 

Niño? 

 

Although this is nothing to do with nature I thought it 

would be nice to mention that November 3rd is the 

holy day of the theologian Richard Hooker. It is his 

seated statue you see on Exeter Cathedral green. He 

was born in Heavitree, Exeter circa March 1554.  

 

Jenny Garne  

01392 860875 

jenny.garne2@tiscali.co.uk  

Southern Hawker Dragonfly  
Picture Jenny Garne 

http://www.newtonstcyrestennisclub.co.uk/
mailto:jenny.garne2@tiscali.co.uk
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 Thorverton Post Office 

You may remember that, in the last couple of years, 

we have had two 'successful' break-ins at Thorverton 

Post Office portakabin. 

 Both times, the burglars did considerable damage to 

the locks and fabric of the portakabin in succeeding 

in entering the building, while gaining very little for 

themselves. This has cost TCT Ltd a considerable 

amount of money in terms of lost income and costs of 

reinstatement (despite claiming some reimbursement 

through our insurance), a lot of time and effort to sort 

out, and worry. 

 Of course, you have also been affected as 

customers.  So we are very pleased to report that the 

most of the 'gang' who carried out the second 

burglary are about to go to trial in Gloucester, and the 

majority of them are pleading guilty to 'our' burglary, 

amongst over 100 other break-ins of small businesses 

in the south-west 

 The first group has also been identified, this time by 

Wiltshire Police, and I am awaiting further news of 

the progress of that case. 

Allison Toogood, Sub-postmaster and TCT Ltd 

Director 

 

2015 Latest Recommended  

Christmas Posting Dates 

 

International Economy  

(formerly known as Surface Mail) 

Mon 28 Sep All non-European destinations 

except those below 

Tue 29 Sep Far and Middle East          

except those below 

Tue 13 Oct Canada, Hong Kong, 

Singapore, South Africa, USA 

Tue 17 Oct Western Europe 

International Standard  

(formerly known as Airmail) and all 

International Tracking and Signature services 

(formerly Airsure and International Signed For) 

Fri 27 Nov International Standard to 

operational HM Forces Mail 

Fri 4 Dec Africa, Middle East 

Mon 7 Dec Asia, Far East, Cyprus, Japan, 

Eastern Europe 

Tue 8 Dec Caribbean, Central and South 

America 

Thu 10 Dec Australia, Greece, New 

Zealand 

Fri 11 Dec International Standard to static 

HM Forces Mail 

Mon 14 Dec Czech Republic, Germany, 

Italy, Poland 

Tues 15 Dec Canada, Finland, Sweden, USA 

Wed 16 Dec Austria, Iceland, Ireland, 

Portugal, Spain 

Thu 17 Dec France 

Fri 18 Dec Belgium, Denmark, 

Luxembourg, Netherlands, 

Norway, Slovakia, Switzerland 

UK 

Sat 19 Dec 2
nd

 Class and Royal Mail 

Signed For 2
nd

 Class 

Mon 21 Dec 1
st
 Class and Royal Mail Signed 

For 1
st
 Class 

Tue 22 Dec Parcelforce Worldwide 

express48 

Wed 23 Royal Mail Special Delivery 

Guaranteed, Parcelforce 

Worldwide express24 

 

 

 

Rainfall Record 
 

I am sorry but pressure on space caused me to leave 

out any record in October's Focus, so I have some 

catching up to do here.  The final figures for August 

showed that we had a total of 118 mm of rainfall in 

Silver Street, of which only 50 mm were recorded in 

the first 22 days of the month.  One day alone - 23rd 

August - had 30 mm of rainfall. September, like so 

many other recent Septembers was a relatively dry 

month, with just 54 mm of rainfall recorded, 

compared with an average of 58 mm over the seven 

preceding years.   

 

Thanks again to Gus Christianson for so meticulously 

maintaining his records. 
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Francis Frederick Yeandle 
Royal 1

st
 Devon Yeomanry 

 

Yeoman killed in the East, 25
th

 November 1915. 

 

The news of the death of Francis Yeandle of the 

Royal 1
st
 Devon Yeomanry, aged 22 years old, eldest 

son of Mr. F Yeandle of Bidwell Barton 

Thorverton and formerly of Park, West Buckland 

will be received with regret, for his end came under 

sad circumstances while on duty at the Dardanelles. 

 

Two members of the yeomanry Frank Merry and a 

man named White whose home is at Burlescombe, 

were wounded on the 24
th
 November 1915 the former 

in the ankle and the latter in the thigh. 

 

On the following day Yeandle was placed in charge 

of three men to take Merry and White’s kits to the 

hospital.  

 

When they had discharged this duty, they were 

returning to their quarters, when a shell burst over 

them. One of the men fell wounded in the arm and 

breast saying “I am hit” Francis Yeandle replied “So 

am I” and died within a few moments, a piece of 

shrapnel having entered his lungs.   

 

Lieut. P.G. Carew, writing on behalf of the officers 

of A Squadron, to the deceased’s father, expresses 

their deep regret at the death of Corpl. Yeandle and 

offer their sincere sympathy with the family in their 

sorrow. Lieut. Carew adds “Yeandle” has been in my 

troop ever since the regiment was mobilized 15 

months ago and I, and indeed, all his officers have 

always had a very high opinion of him, both for the 

way in which he has always carried out his military 

duties and his splendid behaviour in all 

circumstances, here and at home. His death was 

practically instantaneous. By his death the regiment 

has lost a good soldier and personally, I have lost a 

friend whose acquaintance I valued very highly.   His 

grave is in the Lala Bala Cemetery in Turkey.  

 

“He died doing his Duty” 

 

Below, next to the War Memorial, is the grave of his 

parents Mr. Frederick & Mrs. Francis Yeandle who 

died in 1938 and 1940. The pictures are before and 

after being “Restored” with the help of William & 

Chloe Fice and Oliver Hawks.  

 Alex Fice. 
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Legal Eagle 
 

“I know you lawyers can, with ease, 

Twist words and meanings as you please: 

That language, by your words made pliant, 

Will bend to favour ev’ry client.” 

 

John Gay, Fables: The Dog and the Fox (1738) 

 

 

The above provides a succinct summary of the 

adversarial nature of our domestic legal proceedings. 

Parties take opposing views as their legal position, 

lawyers argue the case before a judge or judges, and 

the party with the strongest legal argument wins. 

Winner takes all and, given that costs normally 

follow the outcome, the loser pays not only his own 

legal costs but also those of the successful party. 

 

One need look no further than Shakespeare to 

appreciate the power of legal argument. In the 

Merchant of Venice Antonio, in order to help a 

friend, Bassanio, borrows 3,000 ducats from Shylock, 

a money lender. Antonio agrees that in the event of 

the money not being repaid on the due date (3 months 

hence) that Shylock may cut off a pound of 

Antonio’s flesh “in what part of your body pleaseth 

me.“ 

 

Needless to say Antonio is unable to repay the debt 

and Shylock sues to enforce the Bond. 

 

Enter Portia, disguised as a man, to plead Antonio’s 

case. Just when all seems lost Portia says, 

 

“Tarry a little.There is something else. 

This bond doth give thee here no jot of blood. 

The words expressly are ‘a pound of flesh‘. 

Take then thy bond. Take thou thy pound of flesh. 

But in cutting it, if thou dost shed 

One drop of Christian blood, thy lands and goods 

Are by the laws of Venice confiscate 

Unto the state of Venice.“ 

 

Here the court is being asked to strictly enforce the 

language of the agreement between Shylock and 

Antonio. There are numerous instances of courts 

being required to determine what the parties meant 

by the language which they have used. There is no 

dispute as to what was said, merely what it means. 

Bristol Rovers Football Club (as Simon Inglis says in 

his book Football Grounds of Britain: “Seldom was a 

team so aptly named“) have been searching for a 

permanent home since 1986, the year they vacated 

Eastville. Initially they ground shared with Bath City 

at Twerton Park, they then moved back to Bristol to 

the Memorial Ground to ground share with Bristol 

Rugby Football Club. They then purchased the 

Memorial Ground from Bristol Rugby FC and 

subesequently entered into an agreement to sell the 

ground to Sainbury’s for £30m. 

 

The agreement meant that with the money obtained 

from the sale Bristol Rover FC could fund the 

building of a new ground on land owned by the 

University of the West of England. In the meantime, 

Sainbury’s would lease the Memorial Ground back to 

Bristol Rovers FC. 

 

Matters dragged on and Sainbury’s sought to 

terminate the agreement on the grounds that 

conditions linked to the deal relating to planning had 

not been met before the “cut-off date“ in the 

agreement. The issue therefore, for the judge to 

decide, was whether or not the language of the 

agreement gave them this right. The judge was highly 

critical of the agreement  (described by David 

Matthias QC as “byzantine in its complexity“), 

saying that it was confusing and badly drafted, 

however Mrs Justice Proudman was of the view that 

from the little that she could understand Sainsbury’s 

were entitled, in the circumstances, to terminate the 

agreement. 

  

So Bristol Rovers search for a new home (rather like 

Lord Sugar’s search for a new business partner), 

continues. 

 

It is not only in relation to contracts that questions of 

interpretation arise. Recently the English Bridge 

Union challenged the ruling by Sport England which 

had refused to recognise bridge as a sport. Sport 

England had adopted a policy containing a definition 

of sport which included the ingredient “physical 

activity“. It was argued on behalf of the English 

Bridge Union that Sport England had made legal 

errors. They argued that the phrase „physical training 

and recreation “contained in the 1937 Physical 

Training and Recreation Act had been 

„misconstrued“. 

 

Mr Justice Dove thought otherwise. He said that 

there was a “compelling case that the phrase 

“physical training and recreation“ should be 

interpreted as meaning “physical training and 

physical recreation“. 

 

The judge said that linguistic „construction“ was 

supported by a 1937 memorandum which identified 

the government’s aim as „promoting physical fitness“ 

and embracing  “the whole field of physical culture“. 

 

Obviously the ruling by Sport England and the 

decision of Mr Justice Dove have clear funding 

implications for the English Bridge Union and 
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officials speaking on behalf of the English Bridge 

Union have indicated that they might seek to appeal 

the decision. 

 

The judge said that he had not been asked to answer 

the “broad, somewhat philosophical question“as to 

whether or not bridge “is a sport“. 

 

 

 

 

Lunar Eclipse 
     From John Spivey 

 

The issue before him, he said, was whether Sport 

England Officials had made a legal error and he 

concluded that they had not. 

 

As Shakespeare says,“Zounds! I was never so 

bethump’d with words“. King John, 11,i. 

 

Clive Hamblin 
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Garden Club News 
UPTON PYNE AND DISTRICT GARDEN CLUB   

 

On the 19
th
 October we enjoyed a talk given by 

Elizabeth Holman from Exeter.  She has been 

responsible for renovating many gardens which in a 

way have been “past their sell by date” and also 

creating new ones where the previous ones have just 

been much neglected.  We learned about the 

importance of putting plants in the correct places and 

not allowing them to become too crowded, balancing 

colour and also the importance of regular feeding and 

mulching.  The evening provided much food for 

thought and was very interesting and informative. 

 

Our next talk will be on Monday 16
th
 November 

when Neil Lovesey from Picket Lane Nursery will be 

coming to talk about ‘The Bee Friendly Garden’ - a 

subject which we all need to take notice of in order to 

make our gardens more attractive to bees which are 

in serious decline. 

 

On Saturday 28
th
 November we will be having our 

annual Christmas Dinner and if there are non-

members who would like to join us please do give me 

a ring.  We meet in the Village Hall at Upton Pyne – 

7.00. for 7.30pm and the cost will be £12.00 per 

head.  The catering will once again be done by John 

Kerswell and this year he will be joined by his wife 

Cathleen who has made such a wonderful recovery 

from her illness.  It’s great to see her back in harness 

again. 

 

If anyone would like more details about the Garden 

Club please do contact me - (861 205) - we are a very 

friendly and informal group and always welcome 

new members. 

Ros Rowlerson 

Golf Society 
 

Sunday 27
th

 September 

Obviously something wrong with this date as no 

golfers turned up so there was not a competition. 

 

Sunday 11
th

 October 

A cloudy day with a stiff breeze brought 6 golfers out 

who were accompanied by John Mann driving his 

buggy around the course. 

 Today’s winner was David Harlow with 16 points 

and a handicap cut of one shot. Joint runners up 

today with 15 points were Jim Chappelle and Steve 

Gidley. The shortest drive was Paul Richards with 

one on the 7
th
 that only just got off the tee. The 

Donna-y was awarded to Steve Gidley who on the 6
th
 

green had a 2’ putt for 2 points, then a 6” putt for 1 

point and failed to score anything. 

 

The dates arranged for November are Sunday 8
th
 and 

Sunday 29
th
. The dates for December are Sunday 13

th
 

and Boxing Day 26
th
. There will be a 3 club plus 

putter competition on January 1
st
 New Year’s Day. 

The AGM will be held after golf on Sunday 10
th
 

January. Everybody who has an interest in GSPOT 

should attend. 

 All aspiring golfers welcome, details from the Exeter 

Inn. 

G S Potter 

Poetry 
 

This month’s poem from Doreen is just a bit of 

nonsense poem (her words not mine – Ed). 

 

A local owl and pussy cat tale 

 

A local owl and pussy cat met one day by chance, 

Owl was perched in a hornbeam, when puss climbed 

to the same branch; 

They took a fancy to each other, owl thought the 

cat’s fur divine, 

Pussy stroked owl’s soft feathers and purred, “On 

what do you dine?” 

“Worms and small frogs found beneath logs,” replied 

owl in a trice, 

“Young birds and shrews; but if I could choose, 

My favourite food is simply mice.” 

Pussy pondered awhile, then with a broad smile, 

Said: “Mice are my favourite too, shall we go hunting 

together?” 

Owl agreed with a loud “Twit-a-whoo!” 

They searched far and wide, but not one mouse was 

espied, 

What were hungry lovers to do? 

So to save further fuss, they boarded a bus, 

To collect some mice from the zoo. 

 

How astonished the pair on arriving there, 

To see so many mice in a row. 

Mice of all ages at home in their cages, 

Brown, grey and white as the snow, 

Long tailed, short tailed, thin mice and fat; 

But all locked in securely, which they couldn’t get at. 

To avoid any pillage, they returned to their village 

On the X4b from the zoo, 

Again hunting they went; but their supper’s content 

Was one scrawny frog and a shrew. 

If somewhere out there, you chance on the pair 

And notice they both have grown thinner, 

  Sympathise with their plight, of less prey every 

night 

    And invite them to share Christmas dinner.  

 

Doreen Beer 
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This area of the Millennium Green was cleared on 26 Sept by Friends of Thorverton Millennium Green

.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Launch of the Thorverton calendar in aid of Force cancer charity at the Exeter Inn on October 3
rd

 

Photos by John Spivey 



Focus on Thorverton 25 Vol. 46 No.10–November 2015 

 

The Coldridge Collection 
Hidden in the rolling Devon countryside just north of 

the village of Coldridge is a large concrete farm shed 

with a difference. From the yard it looks like any 

other farm, minus the muck. But walk around to the 

back and a long wall of glass illuminates the 

treasures within.  

 

 This is no Lottery funded aberration, but a 

personally financed tribute to one of the greats of 

British Engineering – Harry Ferguson. Retired 

construction business owner Michael Thorne has 

spent half a lifetime and over £1million housing, 

assembling, restoring and conserving a collection of 

over 50 Ferguson tractors and scores of associated 

implements. Post 1960 models from the collection 

are housed in an adjoining equally striking seven 

sided glazed pavilion. 

 

 Born of County Down farming stock in 1884, Harry 

Ferguson decided the manual drudge of early 20
th
 

century farming was not for him. Tractor ploughing 

accidents were also all too frequent. When the plough 

hit a large stone or tree stump it caused the front of 

the tractor to violently lift, sometimes throwing the 

driver off the back. 

 Heavier tractors, longer wheelbases and plough 

attachment points forward of the rear axle alleviated 

the problem, but it was Harry’s fascination with 

engineering that provided the solution. He developed 

the three point hydraulic self-regulating plough 

attachment that became known as the Ferguson 

System. 

He teamed up with David Brown in 1936 to make 

Ferguson Brown tractors and later with Ford of 

America, but it was not until 1946 following his 

manufacturing agreement with the Standard Motor 

Company of Coventry that the ubiquitous TE20 

tractors rolled off the production line and business 

flourished. By 1949 he had captured 78% of the 

British tractor market. Little grey Fergies from this 

period can still be seen in many corners of the world 

giving reliable service.  In 1953 Harry Ferguson sold 

the business to Massey Harris of Canada. Today 

multinational AGCO Corporation continues to 

produce class leading tractors from 19.5 to 400h.p. 

under the Massey Ferguson brand. 

 

John Thorne’s private museum has no regular 

opening times, but he is happy to share his passion 

with fellow enthusiasts.  There is no admission 

charge; however donations to North Devon Hospice 

are most welcome. You can contact him on 01769 

540233 or 07966328600. 

      

    Barrie Phillips 
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Short Walks in and Around Thorverton  
Walk 8 (Nether Exe) 

This walk starts at Nether Exe and goes southwards parallel with the River Exe.  I suggest starting from the end of 

the lane, just beyond Netherexe Barton.  You can park just before the lane turns into a grassed track. To get to 

Nether Exe, go out of the village towards the Ruffwell Inn and turn right at Latchmoor.  Carry on this winding lane 

until it ends in a junction at which turn right and continue 400 yards to Netherexe Barton. 

 

You might want to start this walk with a detour.  You 

can walk across the field diagonally left to reach the tiny 

church of St John the Baptist.  This church of 

Thorverton stone was built in the late 15
th
 century and 

was restored in 1890.  Five services a year are held, with 

the Easter morning service a particularly moving 

experience that I can recommend.  In the field just 

behind the church is evidence of what 

was once the manor house. 

 

Detour over, return to your starting 

point and take the track to the left 

(south), signed Exe Valley Way.  Carry 

on along this track for about 400 yards, 

with views across the field on your right 

to the church.  Turn right at a junction of tracks and then, 

after 150 yards, follow the track round to the left.  After about 300 yards you will reach another junction of tracks.   

 

I recommend turning right here, passing through a 

gate and walking alongside the River Exe.  This is a 

lovely stretch of the river.  You can carry along all 

the way to the bridge at Brampford Speke if you like 

and even take refreshment at the Lazy Toad, but unless it is a 

lovely warm day and you have hours to spend I would 

recommend just walking a short distance along by the river and 

then retracing your footsteps to the junction.   

 

Go straight on and pass Burrow Cottages and Burrow Farm, 

emerging to the road by an ancient cross about which I know no 

history.  Turn left and go along the road until it makes a sharp 

right bend.  At this point instead turn left down a lane marked 

on the OS map as Green Lane.  I understand that the track that 

you started out on was also a green lane.  Although I know that many of these green lanes were very ancient routes, 

I don’t know anything about the history of these particular green lanes so would welcome anything that readers can 

tell us about them.  Green Lane is a lovely route with several ash trees lining its route. After about 400 yards you 

will meet up with the track that you started on.  Turn right along this track to your starting point.   

 

Neville Lane
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Recipe 
 Honey roast parsnips 

 

1 lb parsnips 

1 large red onion 

Salt, pepper and sage 

3 tablespoons olive oil 

1 dessertspoon honey 

 

Parsnips are good when roasted with sage, 

onions and honey. 

  

Wash and peel the parsnips and cut into 

wedges. Place in a saucepan, cover with cold 

water, add a little salt, bring to the boil and 

cook for five minutes, then drain.  

Roughly chop the onions and fry [if possible in 

an oven proof dish] in the olive oil until soft. 

Add the drained parsnips and make sure they 

are coated with the oil and onions. 

Season with salt and pepper, and drizzle over 

the honey. Sprinkle with chopped sage and 

roast in a hot oven, until golden brown.  

 

Paul Cleave 

Sustainable, Crediton 

 

Thorverton History Society 
 

The South West Heritage Trust (SWHT) - 

Irene Andrews 

 

Irene is the manager of the SWHT which is a 

new charity that came into being in November 

2014. The Trust takes over the heritage service 

responsibilities previously carried out by 

Somerset County Council and Devon County 

Council. 

 

In Devon the records are stored in Exeter and 

Barnstaple and Taunton is the home for the 

Somerset collection. The records are stored in 

strong rooms which have air conditioning and 

the humidity is controlled to protect the 

documents. 

 

The Trust was set up following cuts in 

Government funding including staff reductions 

and is the first in the country to get charitable 

status. The collections and records are still 

owned by the councils and premises are leased 

from the councils. 

 

Trustee heritage status helps give greater 

financial stability, more flexibility, a greater 

focus on customer and community needs and 

can unlock funding not otherwise available 

(e.g sponsorship). 

 

The benefits are a greater opportunity for 

learning and a higher national profile. The 

council’s heritage collection is safeguarded 

and they get a financial saving but can still 

meet customer need. It is seen as a sustainable 

approach with an innovative partnership base. 

 

The main collection has material from the 

County of Devon, the City of Exeter, the 

Diocese of Exeter, District Councils, Parishes, 

Non-conformist churches, families and estates. 

 

The Thorverton tithe map of 1840 is now on 

line along with the apportionment document. 

Parish records are available from the 16
th
 

century to date. The Thorverton parish register 

of 1858 was shown along with the 

churchwardens account book showing 

allocation of pews in 1864 when pews were 

often rented. 

 

Records of family estates include the 

Courtney, Fortescue, Acland and Rolle 

families, along with the Iddesleigh family of 

nearby Upton Pyne. 

Other collections include clubs, societies, 

businesses and public records like prisons and 

hospitals. 

 

There is a local studies microfilm of Devon 

newspapers and a card index of the flying post. 

A website is available with plenty of 

information about the SWHT – 

www.devon.gov.uk/record_office. 

At the moment Plymouth has its own record 

collection but Torbay uses the SWHT. In 

Barnstaple negotiations are still ongoing to 

decide the future of this site. 

 

The Trust is able to undertake awareness 

training when staff and funding are available. 

Most military records are kept at the National 

Archive. Some record access is available from 

the SWHT but not via your home computer 

unless you pay your own membership 

subscription charges. 

 

Rob Turner     
  

http://www.devon.gov.uk/record_office
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TARTS news 

Thorverton Amblers 

Ramblers and 

Trampers 
 

26
th
 September 

 

Hike from Widecombe over Hamel Down 

returning via Natworthy gate and Bonehill 

Down 

 

We set off from Widecombe in glorious Indian 

Summer weather that lasted all day. Climbing 

the southern end of Hamel Down we joined 

the Two Moors Way on the ridge and followed 

it north past Hameldown Beacon and a series 

of three barrows to Hameldown Tor from 

which we had fine views of Grimspound, and 

Hookney and King Tors. Clear air gave us 

extended views to Princetown, Hay Tor, Castle 

Drogo and the Haldon Belvedere. We saw a 

few of the remaining stakes erected on the 

Down in 1940 to discourage enemy glider 

landings. 

 

We doubled back SE to pass by the memorial 

to four aircrew members of a Handley-Page 

Hampden bomber that crashed on the Down in 

1941, one of three World War II planes, one of 

them an American Liberator, that fell afoul of 

Dartmoor’s bad weather on the Down in the 

years 1939-45.  They were among the more 

than 40 aircraft that ended in Dartmoor peat 

during the war.  

 

After lunching in a sunny spot at Natworthy 

Gate, we followed the East Webburn Valley 

back to Widecome past Honeybag and 

Chinkwell Tors and enjoyed fine views of the 

Down and across the valley over Widecombe. 

The hike ended as cheerfully as it had begun 

over cream tea in the village. 

On 10
th
 October we set off from Dawlish to 

climb up through wooded green lanes and 

tracks to a ridge giving some wonderful views 

of the coast. We followed Long Lane along the 

ridge for about a mile and a half before 

descending through a very narrow and 

overgrown green lane to the main Exeter Road 

and on to Dawlish Warren. From here we had 

a superb mile long walk along the sea wall 

back into Dawlish, with fabulous views of the 

red rock typical of this stretch of coastline. 

The sea wall runs adjacent to the railway line, 

which made headline news a couple of years 

ago when it collapsed in the storms. 

To finish the walk Caroline invited us all back 

to her house for a cream tea. 

Future walks and events  There are no current 

walks planned but we do have a meeting on 

Monday 26
th
 October to plan the walks from 
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November – January. The dates will be sent 

out to those on the email list – please let 

Graeme or me know if you would like to be 

included. The walk details will be posted on 

the parish noticeboard and also the post office 

about a week before. 

All walks meet opposite the church at 0930, 

and are suitable for dogs unless otherwise 

stated. Shorter  walks are usually 4 – 6 miles 

in length and longer walks 6 – 9 miles, 

however precise details of each walk (length, 

gradient, lunch information etc) will be 

displayed approximately a week before the 

walk in the Old Post Office Window and on the 

village notice board. If you would like to be 

included on the email list contact Caroline 

(01626 865465) or Graeme (860203). 

 

Mike Stannard and Caroline Prince 

 

 

Calendars still on sale – get yours soon though before they sell out. 
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The Early Music performance in the church on Sat 17th October  

 Photo by John Spivey 
 
 
Another Recipe 

 

 

Pumpkin Soup 

 

Pumpkins seem to have been in good supply this 

autumn, and relatively cheap to buy.  I first printed in 

Focus back in November 2005 a recipe for pumpkin 

soup that Peter Colebrook gave to me.  I have used it 

often and will be doing so again with the pumpkins 

that I have just bought.  I thoroughly recommend 

this. 

 

Ingredients (serves about 8) 

Pumpkin (weighing about 2kg) 

2 tablespoons olive oil 

2 large onions 

1 litre vegetable stock 

500ml milk 

50g butter 

Salt and pepper 

Nutmeg 

Ginger 

Stewed apple (optional, but recommended) 

 

Cut the pumpkin into about 8 slices and scoop out the 

seeds.  Brush each slice with olive oil and place on a 

baking tray.  Add salt and pepper.  Cook in the oven 

at 475F/240C/Gas mark 9 for about 25 minutes. 

 

While the pumpkin is roasting, melt the butter in a 

large pan and cook the chopped onions for about 20 

minutes, initially over a high heat but stirring so that 

they do not burn. 

 

Remove the pumpkin, leaving it to cool.  Add the 

milk and stock to the onions and slowly bring to 

simmering point.  Spoon out the pumpkin flesh and 

add it and the stewed apple.  Then season to taste 

with salt, pepper, nutmeg and ginger. 

 

Place the soup in a mixer and reduce to a smooth 

puree.  Try it and add further seasoning if necessary. 

 

When ready to serve, bring the soup to simmering 

point and ladle into bowls.  Grated cheese – cheddar 

or gruyere – can be added, as can a sprig of parsley 

and a dash of cream. 

 

Neville Lane (with thanks to Peter Colebrook) 

 
 
The Garden in November 2015 
 
Once again November is upon us and it is advisable 

to keep an eye on future weather reports. November 

temperatures can swing from mild autumn to bitter 

winter and gardening activities have to work around 

these changes. So now is a good time to prioritize. 

Make a list of your ‘must do’ jobs and work your 

way through them not getting side-tracked. Of 

course, this is easier said than done. For myself, I 

shall spend time on the allotment as this is more 

exposed and once the weather turns colder affords 

little shelter. 

 

So, jobs on the veg patch include clearing up last 

season’s finished crops. It is always hard to take 
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down runner bean canes when there are still some 

late arrivals on the bean shoots but it is time to clear 

them away and turn over the soil and weed out those 

persistent little weeds that creep in underneath the 

canes. The more you are able to leave your veg patch 

clear and weeded, the more you will benefit next 

season. If you haven’t got overwintering onions in 

the ground yet or garlic, there is still time but you 

need to get your skates on as, once the weather 

becomes colder, wetter and frostier the sets will not 

have time to put down roots before stopping for the 

winter and are then more vunerable in the cold 

weather. 

 

Another job to try and achieve is weeding and putting 

down manure or well-rotted compost on next 

season’s potato plot. It does not have to be dug in at 

this point. The worms will begin to drag it down and 

frost and cold will help to break down the soil. So 

once the compost is in place, allow nature to take a 

hand and work for you. When you are ready to plant 

your potatoes next year, dig the plot over several 

times the week before to break up the clods of earth, 

forming a good workable tilth. 

 

It is a good time to improve edges which might have 

become ‘blurred’ between plots and really define 

where each section begins and ends. Think about the 

position of all your beds for next season and make 

sure you are not returning too soon to a plot. You 

need 3 or preferably 4 years before you re-plant with 

the same crop to prevent the build-up of diseases. It 

helps to write this down each year.  It’s surprising 

how quickly with a busy plot that detail can be 

forgotten. If you are starting up a veg patch, keep the 

design as simple as possible for this reason. If 

however you are working a complicated plot with 

bits of space dotted around, you will have to be very 

careful with your planning. 

 

Continue to tidy your main garden beds until the 

weather stops you. Once the weather becomes too 

wet or cold, stop. Not only for your benefit but very 

definitely for the soil which will become compacted. 

If you are planning a new bed for herbaceous plants, 

there is time to set it up now but you will need to 

crack on with it. If you are going to order new plants, 

it is best to prepare the site and then leave planting to 

the spring. If however you wish to split your own 

plants, this can be done now. Not a job for the faint 

hearted! Some herbaceous plants bed down deeply 

and, as they are often left in the same growing area 

for years, they are reluctant to be removed. However, 

every so often, it does them good and instead of one 

massive and less productive plant you will get two, 

three or more vigorous ones. 

 

There are two ways to split your plants. If your plant 

is very healthy, just digging off a clump from the side 

is less disruptive and will not slow up the main 

growth. The other way is to dig out the plant 

completely and then split into smaller plants, 

removing any less vigorous growth. Sometimes, one 

can split these plants with two spades placed back to 

back in the middle of the plant and then prize apart. 

This does not always work and at Knightshayes we 

have resorted to bow saws and an axe! Whatever you 

use, take all safety precautions!!  Once your plants 

are split, use this opportunity to improve the soil. Dig 

the ground thoroughly and refresh with well-rotted 

compost or well -rotted manure. Plant into the centre 

of your prepared area at, the same depth as the 

original plant and firm around the edges, and water. 

It is best with herbaceous plants to make groups of 3 

or5 for the best balanced show. Before planting next 

to any other herbaceous plant, think about the final 

size of the plant at full leaf and add a bit more, your 

border will benefit from this. Slug prevention must 

be taken into consideration, especially if the weather 

remains mild. 

 

Dahlias need to be removed for optimum care but 

don’t dig them out until the weather turns colder as 

the tubers increase in size with the cooler 

temperatures. However don’t hang around too long 

after this. Clean them off and remove dead or weak 

growth. Leave about 15 cms of stalk, turn them 

upside down to finish drying. After a few days, store 

in a box or tray on paper or compost. A frost free 

environment is essential and good air circulation. 

They do not need to be kept in the dark. Make sure 

you check them every few weeks as a white fungal 

disease can appear if conditions are not right. If this 

happens wipe it away and change your storage space 

and check frequently, a cool spare bedroom is ideal. 

          

Well, Neville, plenty still to keep you busy, but 

through all this take time to enjoy the really lovely 

autumn colours.  Happy gardening     

                                             

Lorraine Colebrook 
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Peaceful scenes of Thorverton 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photos by John Spivey 
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Thorverton Parish Information 

AIR AMBULANCE EMERGENCY - QUOTE NATIONAL GRID REFERENCE 

RECREATION GROUND - Sheet 192 SS 923019 MEMORIAL HALL FIELD - Sheet 192 SS 926019 
Carers' Support Group  Anne Higman, Wyndham House Surgery, Silverton. 860034. 
      Meetings - 3rd Wednesday of month, Wyndham House, 2.30-4.30 p.m. 
Church (C of E)  
    Revd Sue Sheppard, Associate Minister, 861022. sue.sheppard@netherexe.org 
    Mrs Laura Ford, Reader.  841753. laura.ford@netherexe.org  

    Mrs Margaret Lowe, Administration Manager, 07594 714590. margaret.admin@netherexe.org 
Church Wardens  Edwin Greed, Fortescue, Netherexe. 841231. 
      Royston Kershaw 25 The Glebe 860419 
Church Choir                         Heather Kershaw 25 The Glebe, Thorverton  860419 
P.C.C. Treasurer   Jean Brown, Rydal Cottage, Bullen Street. 861176. 
Friends of Thorverton Parish Church Trust   Royston Kershaw 25 The Glebe 860419 
Church (Baptist)   Minister: Revd Maurice Harrison, 966861. 
    Secretary: Phyllis Langdon, 860932.  
County Councillor   Margaret Squires, 01363 84337, Margaret.squires@devon.gov.uk  
District Councillor   Cllr. Bob Deed. 01392 861258, bdeed@middevon.gov.uk 
Doctors:  Thorverton/Silverton : Dr Jon Wride & Lynne Anderson / Drs O'Brien, Ziegler & Keysell 
Electricity (Western Power)  Report a loss of power: 0800 6783 105 (replaces 0800 365 900). 
                                                 edf Bill Enquiries: 0800 365 000.  Street lights: 0870 556 1851. 
Friends of Thorverton & Silverton Surgeries : Christine Walker, 881501 
Gas Emergency    0800 111999 
Leonard Trust    Secretary: Mrs. E Hughes, 3 Dinham Mews, Exeter EX4 4EH 
Library (Exeter Mobile)   Every 4 weeks 3.35 – 4.20 Thursdays Quarry Car Park 
Member of Parliament   Mel Stride.  By writing: Mel Stride MP House of Commons London SW1A 0AA 

                      By phone: 02072197037.   By email: mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk 
Parish Council Chairman  Cllr. Stuart Crang,  
Parish Clerk    Mrs Alison Mashall, Dinneford House, Dinneford Street, Thorverton,  
                                               EX5 5NU.   861228. 
Parish Council Meetings  2nd Tuesday of month, at The Memorial Hall, 7.30 pm. 
Parish Allotments   Contact the Parish Clerk - 861228 
Parish Council Notice Board Situated in School Lane, opposite the Thorverton Arms. 
Planning notification applications at http://data.gov.uk/apps/planningalerts alert via email when a  
                                         planning application is published in one’s street, neighbourhood or wider area. 

Pension Service  PO Box 93, Plymouth PL6 5WJ. 0845 60 60 265 

Police    Non-emergency number:  101.  
Post Office Portacabin (TCT Ltd)  Quarry Car Park, Thorverton EX5 5NG Tel: 860455 
     Mon. to Fri: 9 am-1.00 pm, 2 - 5.30 pm. Sat: 9 am -12 noon, Sun: 9 - 10.30 am for newspapers only 
     Business Manager:                   Jan Hamilton  07764461575  
     Chair and Company Secretary: Heather Kershaw, 25 The Glebe, 860419 
Public Telephone Kiosk  Opposite the Church, outside the former Bell Inn, Dinneford St. 
Thorverton C of E Primary School (Part of the Exe Valley Federation) 

Executive Headteacher (Exe Valley Federation): Mrs Heather Perry 01392 250821 
Head of Teaching and Learning (Thorverton): Mrs Sarah Parkes 01392 860374 
School Office (Thorverton): 01392 860374 
Chair of Governors (Exe Valley Federation): Marian Beresford 01363 866112 
Clerk to the Governors: Ms Jessica Benger: 07795 515048  

School P.T.F.A. Chair: Julie Davie 1363 772309, Vice-Chair: Pippa Eyles 861767,  
       Secretary: Annette Emanuel, Treasurer: Carol Pearn 860653. 

South West Water  24 Hour Emergency: 0800 169 1144. Helpline: 0800 169 1133. 
Thorverton Millennium Green Trust 
   Chair: tbc  
   Secretary: Lin Balkwill, 860663,  web address: www.thorverton.org.uk 

mailto:sue.sheppard@netherexe.org
mailto:laura.ford@netherexe.org
mailto:Margaret.squires@devon.gov.uk
mailto:bdeed@middevon.gov.uk
mailto:mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk
http://data.gov.uk/apps/planningalerts
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Thorverton Organisations 
Amateur Dramatic Society (TADS) Chair: Sheena Hunter-Hedges 01392 860843, Vice Chair: Bob 
Hyde, Treasurer: Simon Hedges, Minutes Secretary: Mary Ette. Meetings: last Tuesday of the month at 

the Exeter Inn, 8pm. Members and non-members welcome. 
 Art Group  Barrie Phillips, Crossmead, School Lane, Thorverton. 860529 Meet Fridays during 
   term-time at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 am-12.00. 
Arts Exchange Becky Stannard, 7 The Glebe, 860737. 

  Monthly meetings in members' homes at 8.00 pm. 
Association Football Club Chairman: Andy Harris, 01392 851664,  
  Secretary: David Gregory, 2 The Orchard, Brampford Speke, 841803. 
Bridge Circle Graeme Culshaw, 3 The Glebe, Thorverton 860203.  
  Meets 1st/3rd/5th Thursdays at the W.I. Hut from 7.00 p.m.. 
Brownies   Contact Hannah 07925 981786 or Lisa 860609,  

  Meet Fridays during term-time, 5-6.30pm Thorverton School Hall. 
Clarinet/Saxophone Group     Contact Peter Mason 860727.  Meets every Thursday morning. 
Cricket Club Chair: Charles Kislingbury,  
      Secretary: M C Denford, 14 Moorlands, Tiverton EX16 6UF 01884 255076 
   Fixture Sec: J Meredith,  Grayley, Dinneford Street. 
Focus Magazine Chair: Michael Ayre, Ratcliffe Farm, Thorverton.  
  Editor: Neville Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062. 
  Secretary: Geoff Bulley, Broadlands, Thorverton. 
  Treasurer: Bob Swaffield, Schiehallion, School Lane, Thorverton 01392 860309 
Friends of Silverton & Thorverton Surgeries  Coffee Mornings in the Lamb Inn, Silverton.   
  Held at 10-12 noon on the last Thursday of every month except December 
Golf Society Players of Thorverton    Care of Exeter Inn, 01392 860206 
Guides                        Contact Lisa 860609, Meet Wednesdays during term-time, 7-9pm Memorial Hall 
History Society          Chair: Barrie Phillips, Crossmead, School Lane, Thorverton. 860529 
                   Programme Secretaries: Graham Wills 860895 & Barrie Phillips 860529. 
Ladies Group             Meet 2nd Thursday of month, (Venue and time - see Focus Notices). 
Memorial Hall Committee Chair: Roger Fieldhouse, tel. 860768. r.fieldhouse@exeter.ac.uk 
                                            Secretary: Roseanne Benn, tel. 860768. r.c.benn@exeter.ac.uk 
                                            Events Secretary/bookings: Jeff Grace, tel 860489. jeff.grace@tiscali.co.uk 
                                            Website: thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk 
Memorial Hall Market   2nd Saturday of the month, at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 - 11.00 am.  
Thorverton Pre-School   Wendy Coles 861283./ thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com 
 Mon 9.00-11.45am, & 12.45-3.15pm & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm, 
 Tues/Weds 9.am-11.45am & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm, 
 Thurs 9.00-11.45am; 12.45- 3.15pm & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm during term-time, 
 at Thorverton Primary School site 
Thorverton Ambling, Rambling and Tramping Society (TARTS) 

                  Caroline Prince 07749 775304 or Graeme Culshaw 860203 
See notices of walks in Old Post Office Window Bullen Street. 

Toddler Group           Contact : Fiona Benson milestogo@btinternet.com or Amy Crebo 
                  Wednesdays at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 - 11.30am 
Rainbows                   Contact Jean 860105 or Penny 861136, 
                 Meet Tuesdays 3.45-4.45pm Thorverton School Hall 
Royal British Legion  Chairman/Hon.Sec. P Furneaux, Hillcrest, Thorverton 860227, 

paf@furno.co.uk 
   Hon. Treasurer: Alex Fice 
Women's Institute Secretary and Bookings: Sue Maguire 01392 860631 
  W.I. Meeting: 1st Tuesday of the month at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
  Whist, 4th Tuesday of the month, at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
W.I. Market & Coffee  4th Saturday of the month at the W.I. Hut. 10.00 to 11.00 am. 

mailto:r.fieldhouse@exeter.ac.uk
mailto:r.c.benn@exeter.ac.uk
mailto:jeff.grace@tiscali.co.uk
http://thorvertonmemorialhall.co.uk/
mailto:thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com
mailto:milestogo@btinternet.com
mailto:paf@furno.co.uk


Focus on Thorverton 36 Vol. 46 No.10–November 2015 

 

Doctors’ Surgeries 
 

New Valley Practice 

 
Drs JON WRIDE, LYNNE ANDERSON, AMANDA HALL, JO HARRIS & ELIZABETH SAUNDERS 

 

Main telephone number: 03333 442 988 

 

 

Newcombes 

CREDITON EX17 2AR 

01363 772263 

The Surgery, The Berry 

THORVERTON EX5 5NT 

01392 860273 

The Surgery, 3 Coach Road 

SILVERTON EX5 4JL 

01392 860176 

 

www.newvalleypractice.co.uk 

 

Opening times 

 

 Crediton Thorverton Silverton 

Monday 08:30 – 18:00 08:30 – 18:00 08:30 – 13:00 

Tuesday 08:30 – 18:00 08:30 – 18:00 Closed 

Wednesday 08:30 – 18:00 07:30 – 17:00 Closed 

Thursday 08:30 – 18:00 08:30 – 18:00 Closed 

Friday 08:30 – 18:00 08:30 – 18:00 08:30 – 13:00 

 

GPs on duty 

 

Crediton 

 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

AM Dr Harris 

Dr Saunders 

Dr Cameron 

Dr TBC 

Dr Saunders 

Dr Harris 

Dr Hall 

 

Dr Wride 

Dr Hall 

Dr Cameron 

Dr Anderson 

Dr Harris 

Dr Saunders 

Dr Hall 

Dr Saunders 

Dr TBC 

PM Dr Harris 

Dr Saunders 

Dr Cameron 

Dr TBC 

Dr Saunders 

Dr Harris 

Dr Hall 

Dr Wride 

Dr Hall 

Dr Cameron 

Dr Anderson 

Dr Harris 

Dr Saunders 

Dr Hall 

Dr Saunders 

Dr TBC 

Thorverton 

AM  Dr Anderson Dr Anderson Dr TBC  

PM Dr Anderson Dr Anderson   Dr Wride 

Silverton 

AM Dr Anderson    Dr Wride 

PM      

 

There are no surgeries on Saturday or Sunday, but a doctor will  

be on call for emergencies only on 111.  

Early surgery on Wednesday in Thorverton, late evening surgery in Crediton 

 

REPEAT PRESCRIPTIONS (Monday to Friday) – You can request your repeat prescriptions by calling our in-house 

dispensary on 01392 861622, or by using our online repeat prescription request www.newvalleypractice.co.uk.  

Please note that 48 hours’ notice is required for all repeat prescriptions. 

 

We accept credit\debit card payments for NHS and private prescriptions 

 

We now operate a home delivery service for housebound registered patients. Please contact us on 01392 860273 for more 

information. 

We are now accepting new patients 

 

 

http://www.newvalleypractice.co.uk/
http://www.newvalleypractice.co.uk/
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Waste Collection Dates for 2015 
Generally on Mondays unless stated 

 

a) General refuse  food caddy and recycling boxes  b) Chargeable garden waste and food caddy 

   

November 2nd, 16
th
 and 30th    November 9

th
 and 23

rd
  

  December 14
th
 and 30th (Wed)    December 7

th
 and 21

st
  

 

Mobile Library 
The service provided in Thorverton is every four weeks, in the Quarry Car Park on Thursdays between 3.35 and 

4.20pm. 

 

Dates 
19

th
 November      17

th
 December 

 

Flag Flying days in November 
8 November  Remembrance Day (second Sunday in November,) 

14 November  Birthday of the Prince of Wales 

20 November  Her Majesty’s Wedding Day 

 

Road works 
If you want to see up to date information on road works, visit: http://roadworks.org/. 

 

Bus Services 
Turner's Tours / Carmel Coaches No 678  

Cheriton Fitzpaine – Thorverton section served on Tuesday (renumbered Service 675), Wednesday and Friday 

only: 10.09 from The Berry and the Baptist Chapel.   Return 13.35 from Exeter bus station, Stand 5. 

 

Stagecoach (service 55B) Mon-Sat (except Bank Holidays)  

To Tiverton: 07.55, 10.10, 12.10, 14.10, 16.10, 17.29 (this is the 155 service;  on Saturdays it is the 55B and runs at 

17.10), 18.10 from The Berry and Broadlands.  

Return from Tiverton Bus Station: 07.40, 08.35, 10.45, 12.45, 14.45, 15.55 (Mondays to Fridays term-time only), 

16.45, 17.45. 

 

To Exeter: 08.05, 09.00, 11.10, 13.10, 15.10, 16.20 (Mondays to Fridays term-time only), 17.10, 18.10 from The 

Berry and Broadlands.  

Return from Exeter Bus Station: 07.30, 09.45, 11.45, 13.45, 15.45, 17.05 (this is the 155 service ; on Saturdays it is 

the 55B and runs at 16.45), 17.45.  

 

Stagecoach 55 service runs pretty much every half-hour in each direction along the Exeter-Tiverton road, stopping 

at the Thorverton turn (the Ruffwell). Please consult Stagecoach 55 Group timetable for details of this service. 

 

Stagecoach free service to the Co-Op, Broadclyst, from Broadlands on Tuesdays 9.20am. 

 

Stagecoach offers a variety of concessions for regular commuters, shoppers, children, students and jobseekers as 

well as one-day unlimited-use Explorer tickets. Further details from Stagecoach: 01392 427711 or 01803 664500 or 

www.stagecoachbus.com or www.devon.gov.uk/devonbus. 

 

Devonbus Timetable Information: call Traveline 0871 200 2233 Timetables available at the Post Office 

http://roadworks.org/
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Diary 2015 
 

Please notify FOCUS Editor of additions or changes. 

(Email: thorvertonfocus@gmail.com or phone Neville Lane on 861062) 

 

 

 

NOVEMBER 

Tues 10
th
 Parish Council meeting, Memorial Hall, 7.30pm 

Fri 13
th
 Baptist Church Coffee Morning 10.30 onwards 

Sat 14
th
  Saturday Market with Big Breakfast, Memorial Hall, 9.30-11.00am  

Table-top Sale, Upton Pyne Village Hall, 2 – 4 pm. 

Wed 18
th
  Bluegrass Music, Flats & Sharps, Red Lion Inn, Shobrooke, 8pm 

Thurs 19
th
 Ladies Group trip to Barnfield Theatre Meet in The Bury at 6.45pm 

Sun 22
nd 

Choral Evensong Thorverton Parish Church 5pm 

Fri 27
th
    History Society  Recent advances on our understanding of the archaeology of Exmoor - Rob 

Wilson-North, WI Hut, 7.30pm 

Fri 27
th
 PTFA Quiz Night at Memorial Hall 7.30pm 

Sat 28
th 

  WI Christmas Christmas Market and coffee morning, WI Hut, 10.00-11.00am 

Sat 28
th
  Workshop making garlands and swags Thorverton Church 10.30-1pm 

Sun 29
th
 Pre-school Table Top Sale Memorial Hall 2-5pm

Mon 30
th 

TCT AGM WI Hut 7.30pm 
 

 

DECEMBER 

Wed 2
nd

-Sat 5
th
  TADS Pantomime “Aladdin” – Thorverton Memorial Hall , 7.30pm (Saturday: 2.30pm and 

7.30pm) 

Fri 4
th
  PTFA Christmas Fair 2.30-4pm 

Sat 5
th
  Exe Valley Surgery Coffee Morning WI Hut 10-12md 

Tues 8
th
  Parish Council meeting, Memorial Hall, 7.30pm 

Thurs 10
th
 Ladies Group  Christmas Workshop at Thorverton Arms- more details in December Focus 

Sat 12
th

   Saturday Market with Big Breakfast, Memorial Hall, 9.30-11.00am 

Sat 12
th
  Workshop making garlands and swags Thorverton Church 10.30-1pm 

Sat 19
th
  WI Christmas coffee morning, WI Hut, 10.00-11.00am 

Sun 20
th
 Carol Service, Parish Church, 5pm 

 

Plenty of well-known carols for you to join in with, plus seasonal music from 

the choir and organ. 

- 

 

mailto:thorvertonfocus@gmail.com

