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At the present time Focus is produced each month except one (August) and is assembled by volunteers on the last 

working day of the month. 

 

The Editor welcomes interesting news items, reports etc. for publication. Items for inclusion in Focus should be 

accompanied by the name of the originator, which may be withheld from print if requested. The aims of Focus are: 

 

 To produce a non-political monthly magazine serving the people of the parish of Thorverton, providing 

them with information on activities in the parish; 

 For the magazine to be one that villagers are proud of; 

 To provide a window for those outside Thorverton to see what the village has to offer; 

 To promote local businesses through advertising; and 

 To run at a small annual profit, but with surplus funds put to support village organisations for the benefit of 

Thorverton residents. 

 

Items for publication, adverts, changes to adverts, Diary entries, changes to Thorverton Information lists should be 

sent to the Editor, preferably as plain text in an email, or as a Word doc file or a pdf file email attachment (to 

focusonthorverton@yahoo.co.uk) by the 20
th
 of the month prior to publication please. 

Computer file formats: We prefer plain text files: .ODT files, .DOC files, .RTF files and .WPS files because our 

production team have software that can read such files. BMP and JPEG files are preferred for advertisements and 

pictures.  

 

Advertisments and Notices 

 

Poster Type Advertisements: maximum size is half an A4 page.  Text for advertisements should be prepared as 

near as possible to how it is intended to appear.  Pictures must be supplied as required on the advertisement. 

 

COMMERCIAL ADVERTISEMENTS 

 

The following advertising charges apply: 

 

 Maximum dimensions COST per ENTRY FULL YEAR (11 entries) 

Half page 18.2 cm x 12.2 cm £5.00   £50.00 

Quarter page 8.5 cm x 12.2 cm £2.50   £25.00 

One-eighth page 8.5 cm x 5.8 cm  £1.50   £15.00 

 

LOCAL ORGANISATION and CHARITIES ADVERTISEMENTS 

  COST per ENTRY 

Half page   £3.00 

Quarter or one-eighth page   free of charge 

 

Front cover: Thorverton from Lynch Road by John Spivey 

 

The opinions and views expressed by contributors within the magazine are not necessarily those of Focus 

producers or of the Focus Committee. 

mailto:focusonthorverton@yahoo.co.uk
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Editorial 
 

We had a good turn-out for the Focus AGM in 

March.  Not, perhaps, the riveting start to an Editorial 

that you were hoping for, but please read on.   

 

At the AGM we confirmed our policy for 

disbursement of Focus “profits”.  We don’t 

particularly aim to make a profit, but do want to 

plough back any money that we make from magazine 

sales and advertising revenue to benefit the village.  

This was confirmed with agreement of our 

constitution which I will not reprint again here, but 

the aims of which I have included in the inside front 

cover.  Anyway, we do have some excess funds to 

give to worthy and needy causes that would be for 

the benefit of villagers;  please see the notice on Page 

23. 

 

We also agreed that we should hold an evening 

“showcase” of the various organisations that go on in 

the village.  This will be a chance for each of them to 

show villagers what their organisation does and, of 

course, to try to entice new members.  The evening 

will be in early-September.  Watch out for details 

nearer the time (there is an early warning notice in 

the Notices section). 

 

We are very fortunate indeed that so many people are 

prepared to give their time to producing and 

distributing Focus.  However, Focus is currently a bit  

thin on its editorial team, which currently comprises 

Eileen Mason and me. 

 

 

 

 

 

That doesn’t leave us with much contingency for 

illness or unavailability.  If you would like to get 

involved, please contact me.  It is not technically 

very difficult; I am sure that anyone with even 

moderately good computer skills would be able to do 

this (and when I say computer skills I really mean the 

ability to be able to use the internet, email and 

Word).  The commitment need only be for helping in 

alternate months, although obviously if you would 

like to get more involved there is plenty that could be 

done, for example I have ideas for a roving reporter.  

I would also have thought that it would look good on 

a CV to be able to say that someone had helped edit 

their village magazine.  If you can help, please let me 

know. 

 

And so to this month’s Focus.  Looking at the 

Notices pages, there is again lots to look forward to.  

Admittedly, I have included a few events from other 

villages, but I hope that this will be of interest, and I 

would like to think that other village magazines 

might reciprocate by publicising events in 

Thorverton.  Spring is a particularly beautiful time of 

year in the village, so do enjoy it.  

 

 

Neville Lane, Editor 
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Letters 

 

 

From Zoe and Chris Ayre 

 

Zoe and Chris have been so grateful for the cards and 

gifts given to us after the birth of our twins Etienne 

and Rowan, and would like to thank everyone in 

Thorverton and Upexe. 

 

 

From Royston Kershaw 

 

I would like to draw readers’ attention of Thorverton 

Parish Church’s appeal, and the leaflet describing it 

which we hope will be enclosed with each copy of 

the April Focus. Those who attend Thorverton 

Church regularly are being asked to increase their 

financial contribution. The purpose of this letter is to 

reach wider than that, and to ask all those living in 

the village who value having an active Anglican 

parish church to contribute too. If we don’t 

collectively support the Church it will suffer a slow 

decline: fewer clergy, even more thinly spread than 

they are now, and more closed churches will be the 

end result. 

 

There seems to be a widespread misconception that 

the Church of England is wealthy. It is not, or at least 

not wealthy enough to meet the cost of maintaining 

the clergy in parish churches. To misquote Dickens: 

“Income one shilling and sixpence, expenditure one 

shilling and threepence, result happiness. Income one 

shilling and ninepence, expenditure two shillings, 

result misery”. The cost of clergy salaries and 

provision of housing falls mainly on the 

congregations of our parish churches. That’s you and 

me folks. 

 

The financial contribution that the Church receives 

from the wider community during Arts Festival week 

is a great help. However, we would have to run 

another two such events each year to raise the funds 

that are needed. I don’t think that is feasible. We 

have 900 souls in the parish. If 90 of them gave a 

£100 extra to the church each year, we would achieve 

our target. You may not be able to spare so much, or 

you might be able to give more. Whatever you can 

give will be gratefully received. I am willing to do 

my bit. Please contact the Church Treasurer, Jean 

Brown, if you are willing to do yours. 

 

 

More from Royston Kershaw 

 

Well you did say you wanted more letters, so, 

continuing my series on “all you ever wanted to 

know about the C of E but were afraid to ask”, here 

are three facts about Church Wardens. Their prime 

duty is to keep an eye on the vicar and tell the bishop 

if he gets up to no good. They are elected annually by 

the whole parish, not just church goers. The next 

election in Thorverton is on 18 April. Why is he 

telling us this, apart from enabling us to answer 

possible questions at the next Sunday evening quiz at 

the Thorverton Arms?  

 

The serious purpose of the letter is to warn the 

electorate that they will need to elect a new Church 

Warden at the Annual Parish Meeting. After many 

years of sterling service, Peter Colebrook has decided 

to step down. On all your behalves I would like to 

thank him for all he has done. He will be a hard act to 

follow. I have told the PCC that I am willing to take 

on some of the many duties Peter has acquired over 

the years and to put myself forward as a candidate for 

election, provided that some of the tasks can be 

shared. I don’t have the time or the skills to take on 

all that Peter has done. I would be interested to hear 

from anyone who is willing to help with two tasks in 

particular: looking after the heating system and 

arranging repair work to the building.  

 

So do come along to the church on the 18th to elect 

your Church Wardens. Better still, find a proposer 

and seconder and stand against me! The APM is also 

an opportunity for any parishioner to raise and 

discuss any matters of importance related to the 

church in Thorverton. 

 

A final reassurance for Douglas: if you see me 

loitering outside the vicarage with a pair of 

binoculars, I shall merely be bird watching, honestly. 
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Thorverton Parish Council  

 

Report of the March meeting of the Parish 

Council 
 

   
 

Housing Matters 

The proposed meeting with Mr Watson of the Somerset, Devon and Dorset Community Land Trust 

Project had had to be postponed for the time being.  The Council agreed that enquiries should be made of 

MDDC regarding the progress of the DMDPD, the outcome of which had been considerably delayed. 

 

Planning Matters 

No planning applications or decisions had been received. 

 

Highways 

The Council is to continue to look into the insurance position of residents who volunteer to be members 

of the Snow Warden’s team – although hopefully they will not now be called into action until next 

winter! Council decided not to request that signs be erected to deter large vehicles from travelling along 

Jericho Street. 

 

Parish Maintenance 

The Council is to arrange for the small but overhanging tree on the west bank of the Quarry Car Park to 

be felled for safety reasons.  A resident having complained about the condition of the paving stones at 

Leigh Gardens, it was decided that a small working party should be formed to pressure wash the stones to 

remove moss etc. 

 

The Queen’s Diamond Jubilee 

The Council was delighted that Mr and Mrs Jack Andrews of Cleaves Close would be attending the 

Special Service and Garden Party to be held at Exeter Cathedral and grounds in May to celebrate the 

Queen’s Diamond Jubilee. 

 

Annual Parish Meeting 

It is hoped that a representative from the Police will be able to attend the Annual Parish meeting wish is 

to take place on Tuesday, 24
th

 April at 8pm.   

 

Next meeting 

The next meeting of the Parish Council will take place in the Memorial Hall on Tuesday, 10
th

 April 2012 

at 7.30pm.  The Annual Parish meeting will take place at the Hall on Tuesday, 24
th

 April 2012 at 8pm. 

 

An agenda is displayed on the Parish Notice Board prior to meetings and minutes are displayed once they 

have been approved by Councillors. 

 

Jane Lane, Parish Clerk 

 

Telephone: 01392 861062, email:Thorvertonclerk@aol.com 
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Notice Board  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Art & Craft FAIR 
Top quality art and craft work with no commission 

charges 

 

Whitestone Parish Hall (EX4 2JS) 

Sunday 13th May 2012  

  10am to 4pm 
 

FREE ADMISSION  -  TEAS  -  CAKES 

 
 For directions to Whitestone please visit our website 

at: www.whitestone-devon.org.uk 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Thorverton Church Consort Practices 
Thursdays (except April 4

th
) from 7.45 to 9.00 

pm in church 

 

April (Wednesday) 4
th

, 19
th

 

May 3
rd

, 17
th

, 31
st
 

June 21
st
, 28

th
 

July 12th 

 

Thorverton Church Junior Consort 
Practices 
Mondays from 3.30 to 4.30 p.m. in school  

 

April 23
rd

, 30
th
 

May 14
th
, 28

th
 

June 11
th
, 18

th
 

 

For more information please contact Mary Thomas, 

01392 860730 

 

Thorverton Parish Church 

FAMILY SERVICE 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday 29 April ~ 10am 

 

Thorverton Arts Exchange 
At Arts Exchange meetings we share our enthusiasms 

for writing, music, painting, film, craft etc. with one 

another. 

 

Usually there is a theme to our choices, but 

occasionally an individual member will take 

responsibility for a whole evening. 

 

The meetings take place in members' homes on 

Thursdays at 8.00 pm. The next meetings are: 

 

26 April Campion Cottage Edge 

 

New members are always welcome. For further 

information contact Louise Page or Rob Purvis, 

Campion Cottage 860509. 
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Sylv and Anne’s 
 

Chatter Café 
 

at the WI Hut from 2-30 to 4-30 

 

Every Monday excluding Bank Holidays 

 
  

 

 TAG  
Thorverton Art Group 

 

FRIDAYS FROM 9:30 

THORVERTON MEMORIAL HALL 

 

NEW MEMBERS WELCOME 

 

 
 

Village Organisations’ Showcase 

Evening 

 

Friday 7
th

 September 

 

From 7pm 

 

At the Memorial Hall 

 
If you are involved in helping to run a village 

organisation, this is an evening not to be missed.  

We will be giving each organisation table space 

to advertise themselves.  This is a chance to 

show the people of Thorverton what your 

organisation does.   

 

We hope that lots of villagers will come along to 

see what organisations Thorverton has to offer. 

 

Please mark the date in your diaries – further 

details nearer the time. 

 

 



Focus on Thorverton  Vol. 43 No4 - April 2012 

 

6 

 

Hall Available for Hire 

 

Do you need a small venue for a 

children’s party or a meeting? 

 

The Women’s Institute Hall is available 

for hire at reasonable rates. 

 

Please contact Sue Maguire on 01392 

860631 for more information and to book. 

 

 

Thorverton Parish Church 
 

FAMILY COMMUNION 
SERVICE 

 

Easter Sunday 8 April ~ 10am 
 
 
 
 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

SSttaayy  ffoorr  rreeffrreesshhmmeennttss    

&&  EEaasstteerr  EEgggg  HHuunntt  aafftteerrwwaarrddss  
 

 

Clarinet Group 

 
 

Meets every Thursday morning – new members 

welcome Contact Peter Mason 860727 
 

 

MONDAY APRIL 2nd 
 

CHURCH FESTIVAL PLANNING 
MEETING  

 
8.00pm at The Thorverton Arms 

 
An exciting programme has already been 
drafted.  
 

Please bring more ideas and offers of help. 
All are welcome. 
 

Enquiries to 841231 or eastdevonarts@aol.com 

 

 
  

EGGS FOR SALE 
 

At  Ratcliffe Farm   £2/dozen     
                                               

My delicious free range eggs are always for sale 

outside our farm gate.  

 

And as an incentive to try some I shall be giving a 

FREE box of eggs with all purchases made on 

Saturday7th April.  

 

Tina Ayre 860434 

mailto:eastdevonarts@aol.com


Focus on Thorverton  Vol. 43 No4 - April 2012 

 

7 

NEWTON VILLAGE REVELS SUNDAY 8th 

JULY 2012 

  

OPPORTUNITY FOR LOCAL CHARITABLE 

& SOCIAL ORGANISATIONS TO RAISE 

FUNDS 

Also some space for commercial business 
  

Some £3,000 was raised by different organisations 

and charities through the stalls, sideshows and 

activities that they put on at each of the Revels in 

2008 and 2010. 

We offer a similar opportunity for the next Revels. 

This is an event for all local organisations. We 

particularly encourage organisations to offer an 

activity, rather than (or in addition to) a stall selling 

items, as this will add more to the event. We do need 

to know what activity you are proposing and the 

space that would be required.  

The standard size for a stall will be 12’ x 12’ and we 

will supply a   table 6’ long and two chairs. There 

will be no charge for Newton St Cyres based clubs 

and charities – so you keep all the proceeds. Clubs 

and charities from outside of NSC will be asked to 

make a small donation of £10 towards costs. 

There will be some space for commercial 

organisations, at the discretion of the organising 

Committee, but they will have to pay a small fee, 

likely to be around £25. 

If you can offer an activity or wish to run a stall, 

please contact  Jim Enright, Stands Organiser, on 

851859 or email jim.enright@btinternet.com 

Planning for 2012 is now underway so please do let 

us know urgently if your organisation wants to take 

part. 

Roger Wilkins, Chairman, Revels Organising 

Committee 

 

Mid Devon Connect 
 

Mid Devon Connect will be present at the  

WI market on Saturday 28 April. 

 

Mid Devon District Council has formed a 

partnership with a range of organisations in order 

to provide a more efficient service to our 

customers in rural areas. Information and advice 

will be available regarding a range of services. 

 

Please come along and talk to us, especially if 

you have any concerns about your local area. 
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Diamond Jubilee Events 2012 
 

 

9
th

 April   Easter Egg Hunt followed by Duck Racing 3 pm 

 

3
rd

 June   Free Lunch for Senior Citizens 

 

4
th

 June   Start with Fancy Dress at the Rec then the Street Party 

Followed later with the BBQ at the Hall and Fireworks! 

 

 Further information to follow 

 

Thorverton Millennium Green Trust 
  

The Twelfth Annual General Meeting 
will take place on 

 
 Wednesday 18

th
 April   

at 7.30 p.m. 
in the Exeter Inn 

 
This is an opportunity for any suggestions or comments on the Green  

that you would like to bring to the attention of the Committee. 

 

The Exe Valley Film Society 

         

 
 

Proudly presents our next screening: 
 

CENTRAL STATION (15) 
Portugese with subtitles 

 
THURSDAY 26th April         7.30 for 8.0pm         Brampford Speke Village Hall 
 
This film, starring Fernando Montenegro and Marilia Pera was made in 1968. At the busy railway station 
in Rio, Dora writes letters for the poor and illiterate, but never posts them. She then gets drawn into 
helping a young boy and together they embark on a life-changing journey. Fantastic performances and a 
brilliantly told story. 
 
All welcome – members free, non-members £5. Bring a bottle, a snack if you wish and enjoy the friendly, 
relaxed, candle-lit atmosphere & free popcorn!     Enquiries 01392 840072.             
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Bus Passes 

In line with Government requirements, all National Bus Passes issued in 2008 by Devon County Council 

(inc East Devon) will expire on the 31
st
 March 2013. The County Council, therefore, is making 

preparations to replace approximately 170,000 National Bus Passes to eligible Devon residents (this 

equates to nearly a quarter of Devon’s population). 

To ensure eligible residents are able to enjoy uninterrupted free local and England-wide travel bus travel; 

new National Bus Passes will need to be delivered to existing pass holders before 1
st
 April 2013. 

Quite a few pass holders may have moved house or will need new photos: 

 
 

 
 

Silverton WI is holding a 
 

Spring Fair 
 

on Saturday April 28th from 10am to 12pm 
 

at The Community Hall in Silverton   Admission 50p, includes coffee/tea 
 

 

Here Come the Girls 

Get ready for a girl’s night out with a difference.  Come and join us and hundreds of 

ladies as they dress up and walk the coastal and country lanes of Devon at night to 

raise money for your local hospice nurses. 

To celebrate 30 years of care in your local area, we are going back to the 1980’s with 

our fun fancy dress theme!  Prizes to be won for the best outfit.  Join us at Exmouth on 19
th
 May or Tiverton on 14

th
 

July.  For more info or to register go to www.womensmidnightwalk.co.uk.   
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Are you 70 or over?  
 
Would you like to come and join us on Sunday 3rd June for a Free Sunday Roast 
at the Memorial Hall. 
 
We do hope that we can cover the cost if however lots of you want to come and join us we 
might have to make a nominal charge. 
 
Please fill out the return slip: 
 
Name   …………………………………….. 
Address ………………………………………… 
              …………………………………………. 
              …………………………………………. 
Tel no:  ………………………… 
 
Or ring & let us know. 
 
And return to Sallie Hayes 2 Cleaves Close (860681) or Lou Helley 22 Bullens Close (860131) 

 

House-swap in Colchester or France 
 

Saturday 11 – Saturday 18 August 2012 
 

House-swap available for above week in either: 

 

  a 3-bed town house in Colchester, 10 minutes walk from town centre, close to Essex coast and Suffolk 

countryside for walks, cycling, etc, 50 minutes from London Liverpool St. Station, (and even closer to 

Olympics area) or  

 

 a 5-bed house in the small village of Avilly St Leonard near Chantilly, 30 minutes train north of Paris: 

beautiful area for walks, cycling, historic villages/towns. 

 

We have family coming to stay and want to find extra local accommodation for them.  

 

For further information, contact Robert and Serena Stephenson on 01363 775102 or email 

stephenson@raddon.org.uk  

 

(Sorry, no room for your pets in either property.) 

mailto:stephenson@raddon.org.uk
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Parish Church Services and News  

April 2012 SERVICES & INFORMATION 

The Netherexe Parishes - A Mission Community in the Diocese of Exeter  
 

1 April 2012  Palm Sunday  

 

09:00 am Holy Communion    [C] Upton Pyne     DD 

10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Thorverton  JD 

10:30 am Joint Service with Stoke Canon Chapel   Stoke Canon Chapel              Chapel Officiant 

11:00 am Holy Communion   [C]  Poltimore   DD 

06:30 pm Evening Prayer  [BCP] Cadbury  DD 

06:30 pm Service of The Word   Newton St Cyres  JD 

 

5 April 2012  Maundy Thursday Mission Community Service 

 

07:30 pm Holy Communion  [C] Fursdon Coach Hall, Cadbury DD 

 Informal celebration of Holy Communion within a simple meal  

 

6 April 2012  Good Friday  

 

09:00 am Simple Morning Prayer    Upton Pyne    DD 

10:00 am All Age Worship  Stoke Canon  H Whitty 

& G Keehner 

11:15 am Reflection on the Stations of the Cross  Rewe  Guy 

Sheppard 

12:00 noon Good Friday Liturgy & Reading of the Passion Newton St Cyres   DD 

02:00 pm Good Friday Liturgy & Reading of the Passion Thorverton  JD 

03:00 pm Simple Evening Prayer   Cadbury DD 

03:30 pm Good Friday Worship                       Brampford Speke Baptist Chapel     Baptist Officiant 

05:00 pm Meditation using the Senses  Poltimore  JD 

 

7 April 2012  Easter Eve  

 

08:00 pm Easter Evening Vigil  Rewe DD 

 

8 April 2012  Easter Sunday   

 

06:30 am Holy Communion  [C] Netherexe DD 

09:00 am Holy Communion  [BCP] Brampford Speke     DD 

10:00 am Service With A Smile  ☺ Brampford Speke  Lay-Led  

10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Cadbury                Michael & Sharon Simpson 

10:00 am Holy Communion & Family Service    [C] Newton St Cyres   SS 

10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Poltimore                                Alan Simmonds 

10:00 am Holy Communion    [C] Stoke Canon    JD 

10:00 am Holy Communion & Family Service  [C] Thorverton  DD 

11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Rewe H Whitty 

11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Upton Pyne    DD 

06:30 pm Evening Prayer [BCP] Huxham  JD 

 

15 April 2012  Easter 1 

 

10:00 am Service of The Word    Poltimore        Lay-Led  

11:00 am Joint Service   Thorverton Baptist Church    Baptist Officiant 

11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Rewe  DD 

05:00 pm Holy Communion  & APCM    [C] Stoke Canon       JD & DD  

 

22 April 2012  Easter 2 Mission Community Service 

 

11:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Brampford Speke        The Bishop of Crediton 

 Confirmation and Licensing of the Revd David Carrington 

 Followed by Bring & Share Lunch [The Village Hall will be open from 10:30 am fordonations to be left] 
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29 April 2012  Easter 3 

 

08:00 am Holy Communion    [BCP] Thorverton      DD 

09:00 am Holy Communion  [C]  Huxham   JD 

10:00 am Service of The Word & APCM  Cadbury   DD 

10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Newton St Cyres  DC 

10:00 am Family Service     ☺ Thorverton     Lay-Led  

10:00 am Service of The Word    Upton Pyne   Lay-Led  

11:15 am Service of The Word   Rewe Lay-Led  

06:30 pm Evening Prayer & APCM [BCP] Poltimore   DD & DC 

 

 

Services in the Netherexe Parishes 
Your parish churches aim to provide a variety of service types to meet the needs of the whole community.  Most Sunday 

services except those early in the morning include hymns and music. Everyone is welcome at all services 

 

Service With A Smile  These Family Services are designed for all ages 

Brampford Speke & Stoke Canon   and with the needs of young children especially in 

And Family Service Thorverton &  mind.  They are informal and contemporary in 

Newton St Cyres   style, often including a children’s activity at the 

  beginning; without communion.  Services usually last 

  about 35 minutes and are followed by refreshments 

 

Young People’s Group [YPG] Young people’s group meeting during the 10 am 

  Service at Thorverton on the first Sunday of the month 

  in school term time 

Holy Communion  [C] Traditional service in contemporary language [one hour] 

Holy Communion  [T] Traditional service in traditional language [one hour] 

Holy Communion  [BCP] Traditional service in traditional language [one hour] 

Service of The Word  [SW]  Morning or Evening Service [without communion] in 

  contemporary language, often Lay-Led 

Morning Prayer  [BCP] Traditional Morning Service [Mattins] from the Book of 

  Common Prayer [about an hour] 

Evening Prayer or [BCP] Traditional Evening Service from the Book of Common 

Choral Evensong  Prayer [about an hour] 

 

DAILY SERVICES – Usual pattern 

 

Monday 09:00 am Morning Prayer at Stoke Canon Chapel 

Tuesday 09:00 am Morning Prayer at Thorverton  

Tuesday 06:00 pm Evening Prayer at Rewe 

Wednesday 09:00 am Morning Prayer at Thorverton  

Thursday 09:00 am Morning Prayer at Thorverton  

Thursday 05:00 pm Evening Prayer at Newton St Cyres  

Friday 09:00 am Morning Prayer at Thorverton  

Saturday  09:00 am Morning Prayer at Thorverton  

 

Variations   
Mon 2 Apr   No Morning Prayer at Stoke Canon Chapel 

Mon 2 Apr Morning Prayer at Thorverton  

Tue 3 Apr and Fri 6 Apr No Morning Prayer at Thorverton  

Fri 6 Apr Good Friday Liturgy & Reading of the Passion 2:00 pm 

Mon 9 Apr No Morning Prayer at Stoke Canon Chapel 

Tue 10 Apr, Tue 17 Apr, Thur 19 Apr and Sat 21 Apr No Morning Prayer at Thorverton  

Wed 25 Apr Holy Communion [BCP] Thorverton 9:30 am 
    

Who’s Who …..? Abbreviations Key 

DD The Revd  Douglas Dettmer  Rector   01392 860332 

SS The Revd  Preb Sue Sheppard  Associate Minister 01392 841284 

JD The Revd  Julia Dallen   Assistant Curate 01392 861145  

DC The Revd  Dave Carrington   Assistant Curate 

 

Family Services of the Word marked ☺ are led by Lay Teams.  For more information about the Netherexe Parishes please see 

www.netherexe.org or contact Mrs Margaret Lowe [Administrator] Tel: 07594 714590 - Tuesday & Thursday [08:30 – 16:30] 

http://www.netherexe.org/
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Email: margaret.admin@netherexe.org 

Correspondence:  The Netherexe Parishes, PO Box 734, Stoke Canon, Exeter, EX5 4WP. 

 

Would you like a lift to church?  May we offer you a lift to the parish church or to a joint service elsewhere?  

For transport to Sunday services  from locations in Thorverton parish, please ring Steve Rendell on [01392] 

860780.   

To arrange a lift to the weekday Holy Communion at Thorverton please ring Margaret Tur ner-Warwick on 

[01392] 861173 

For transport from locations in Newton St Cyres parish please contact Mrs Charlotte Dyer on [01392] 851618 

For transport from Rewe please contact Guy Sheppard on 01392 841284 

 

Parish Letter 
Dispelling the Darkness 

 

As I write this letter we are in the middle of Lent, a 

season of reflection and repentance for Christians 

when we call to mind the things we have done or said 

and then regretted doing or saying, and things we 

haven’t done or said which perhaps we should have.  

We say sorry to God and ask for his forgiveness – 

which of course is given to us if we are truly penitent.  

It is also a season of preparation as we listen to the 

stories of Christ’s last acts of ministry and then his 

arrest and torture and crucifixion.  We remember all 

that Christ suffered for us and begin to prepare 

ourselves to celebrate his resurrection on Easter 

Sunday.  This is the climax of the church year – the 

most important festival and a wonderful time of joy 

and celebration for all Christians. 

 

Central to the Easter celebrations in churches all over 

the world is the lighting of the Easter Candle, often 

called the Paschal Candle.  The flame of the Paschal 

Candle symbolizes Christ as the light of the world 

and his presence with his people. The term "Paschal" 

comes from the word Pesach, which in Hebrew 

means Passover. 

 

For churches that celebrate the Easter Vigil on the 

night of Easter Saturday the ceremonial lighting of 

the Paschal candle is one of the most solemn 

moments of the service.  Traditionally the entire 

church is in darkness, representing the darkness of a 

world without God.  At the opening of the Easter 

Vigil a new fire is lit and blessed. As Easter Day 

dawns the Paschal Candle is the first candle to be lit 

with a flame from this sacred fire.  It represents the 

risen Christ - light and life dispelling darkness and 

death.  The worshippers then process into the dark 

church led by the Paschal candle, symbolising the 

light of Christ illuminating their lives.  

 

The candle remains lit at all worship services 

throughout the Easter season, or in some churches 

until Ascension Day, representing the light of Christ 

and his presence with us.  At baptisms the small 

candle given to the newly baptised is lit from the 

Paschal Candle. 

Perhaps the light of Christ shines brightly in your 

life.  I hope it does.  But perhaps there have been 

times when its small flame has seemed somewhat 

feeble and about to be overwhelmed by the darkness 

of this world.  What the new fire lit each year to 

celebrate the resurrection and the tiny flame of the 

Paschal Candle which lights up the dark church tell 

us is that in Christ there is always hope, and, however 

bleak things may seem at times – it only takes the 

tiniest of lights to dispel the darkness. 

 

I wish you all a joyous and blessed and hope filled 

Easter-tide 

 

Sue Sheppard 

 
 

Baptist Church 
Moschatel is a scarcely known little wild flower. It is 

easy to overlook as it grows in shady woodland, and 

even its flowers are green. It is known in some places 

as Good Friday flower, because it is in flower at this 

time of the year.  Its Latin name, Adoxa, means 

without glory. 

 

Most of the world knows about the death of Jesus on 

the cross, but it was a very obscure event at the time. 

They executed Jesus by the town rubbish dump. 

There was no glory in it—no publicity. Jesus went to 

his death without protection, without power, and as 

St. Paul says ‘made himself of no reputation’. 

He suffered pain and cruelty and loneliness. He bore 

on his shoulders all the iniquity of the world.  Jesus, 

with his power to raise the dead, accepted death 

himself. He became utterly without glory. 

 

This plant is also called Moschatel because it has an 

unexpected faint scent of musk rose. In the cross and 

suffering of Jesus there is a strange glory. 

 

Jesus gave himself as an offering, which St. Paul 

described as a ‘sacrifice whose fragrance is pleasing 

to God’. He poured out his love for his Father and for 

the world.  

 

His innocent suffering removes our guilt, and heals 

our loneliness, if we will but accept his sweet 

mailto:margaret.admin@netherexe.org
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forgiveness. It is in his passion and cross that we, 

with Jesus, face the reality of death and know the 

truth about him and about ourselves. 

 

But this flower has an even stranger name—town hall 

clock. This is because, believe it or not, the flower 

head is square, with a flower face on each side. In 

fact it has five faces, because there is a flower on top 

of the clock as well. This little plant is quite unique; 

there is no other flower like it.  It is the only species 

in its genus, and the only genus in its family in all the 

world. 

 

So it is with the cross of Jesus, ‘once only, once and 

once for all, his precious life he gave’ (William 

Bright)  The flower could also remind you of a dice 

but the death of Jesus was no wayward chance—in 

no way like the soldiers throwing dice for his cloak. 

The five faces could also stand for the five 

continents. Jesus died not just for people scurrying 

past town hall clocks, but country people living 

within the sound of Church clocks, not just for 

respectable people, but for scoundrels and outcasts, 

not just for human beings, but for the whole world, 

not just for others, but for you and me. 

 

After the pain and suffering of Good Friday, comes 

of course the celebration of Easter Day, when we 

rejoice in the resurrection of Jesus. 

 

The Baptist Church wishes all our readers a very 

Happy and Blessed Easter. 

 

Please feel free to come into our Church, either on 

Maundy Thursday for tea at 4-30pm  or service at 6-

00pm, or to celebrate the resurrection of Jesus with 

us on Easter Day at 11-00am. You will be most 

welcome. 

 

Phyllis Langdon, Church Secretary 

 

Women’s World Day of Prayer 
 

The collection taken at the Parish Church on Friday 

2
nd

 March for the Women’s World Day of Prayer 

service amounted to £177-50.  This amount has been 

sent to W.W.D. of P Headquarters to be used for 

Christian Literature and Education purposes.   

 

Over 3 million people worldwide were praying and 

worshipping together during the annual day of 

prayer, using a form of service prepared by Christian 

women in Malaysia.  Although organised and led by 

women, this is essentially a day of prayer for 

everybody, demonstrating our solidarity with our 

sisters and brothers in other countries and all were 

welcome to attend.  

 

Thank you to Elizabeth for leading our service so 

beautifully, and thanks also to Revd. Hannah 

Freeland for the most inspiring talk she gave us. 

 

Thanks also to all who took part in the readings and 

prayers, to Mary who is always such a help, and to 

Brian for his skill on the organ. A delicious soup, 

cheese and cake lunch was served after the service, 

which we all enjoyed, many thanks to you all. 

 

Above all, thank you all for coming, and helping to 

keep W.W.D.of P. alive in Thorverton.    

 

Phyllis Langdon 

 

Thorverton PTFA (Part 1) 
 

I would like to thank everyone who attended the 

Wine tasting on Friday March 2
nd

.  The night was a 

great success. S pecial thanks to Laura Samuels who 

arranged the night with the support of Majestic 

Wines and her work colleagues.  I would also like to 

thank John Mann for letting us hold the night at the 

Exeter Inn. Thank you to everyone who donated 

prizes for the auction which went very well. 

 

Thank you once again and well done to the winning 

team who were called ___.   Probably not appropriate 

to put in Focus but caused a few giggles on the night.  

 

Natasha Carbines (Chair) 

 

Thorverton School 
School Meals 

 

As many readers will be aware, Devon County 

Council has transferred responsibility for providing 

school meals to a commercial organization, Devon 

Norse. Since the date of the transfer, schools have 

been in consultation with Norse regarding the service 

to be provided, and in particular the cost. 

 

Much publicity has been given to the fact that a 

number of schools have chosen not to enter into a 

contract with Norse and either not to provide school 

meals, other than those which they have a statutory 

obligation to provide, or alternatively to continue to 

provide meals but to assume responsibility for doing 

so themselves. 

 

The position at Thorverton was complicated by the 

fact that in addition to providing meals for our own 

children we also prepared meals for the children at 

Silverton. 
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A number of meetings were held with representatives 

of Norse and whilst at Thorverton we decided to 

continue to take our meals from Norse, Silverton 

decided that they would make alternative 

arrangements. 

 

We have tried to ensure that the cost to parents of 

providing meals is acceptable and provided numbers 

hold up we should just about break even. 

 

The ladies who work in our kitchen, Abby and Anji 

were formerly employed by Devon County Council. 

The terms and conditions of their employment were 

transferred to Devon Norse under The Transfer of 

Undertakings (Protection of Employment) 

Regulations 1981. Decisions regarding the future 

staffing of our kitchens will no longer be taken by 

Devon County Council but will instead be taken by 

Devon Norse. 

 

The other two schools which will form part of the 

Exe Valley Federation as from 30
th
 March 2012 will 

also continue to take their school meals from Devon 

Norse. 

 

If you have any questions regarding the above do let 

me know. 

 

Clive Hamblin, Chair of Governors 

 

Thorverton Youth Football Under 
13s 

 

I know it has been a while so thought it time to 

update on the boys progress this season. 

However we had better not mention the cup or 

Alphington......aah... 

 

Please see results below:- 

14/01/12 Alphington 1-2 

21/01/12 Stoke Hill 5-0 

28/01/12 Exeter Civil Service 1-3 

18/02/12 Alphington Cup 0-7  

25/02/12 Twyford 4-0 

04/03/12 Moors 2-1 

10/03/12 Dawlish 7-1 

17/03/12 Sidmouth 4-2 

Quite a mixed bag of results but currently the 

boys are second in the league and still have an 

outside chance of winning the league. 

Unfortunately they lost 7-0 to Alphington in the 

quarter finals of the cup not sure if the boys 

really turned up at this match.  
 

  P W D L F A Diff Pts 

ALPHINGTON 

JETS 
16 13 3 0 76 13 63 42 

THORVERTON 

YOUTH 
15 10 3 2 59 21 38 33 

SIDMOUTH 

TOWN 
16 10 2 4 74 29 45 32 

EXETER 

CIVIL 

SERVICE 
15 10 0 5 61 25 36 30 

MOORS 

YOUTH 
13 9 2 2 39 13 26 29 

CS FALCONS* 17 8 2 6 37 28 9 29 

NEWTON 

ABBOT 66 
15 8 0 6 51 32 19 24 

DAWLISH 

UNITED 
17 7 2 8 50 53 -3 23 

TWYFORD 

SPARTANS 
16 4 0 12 23 70 -47 12 

PINHOE 

SPARTANS 
17 4 0 13 31 90 -59 12 

STOKE HILL 16 2 2 12 20 84 -64 8 

CREDITON 

SAINTS 
15 0 0 15 8 71 -63 0 

 

Thank you to everyone who supports Thorverton 

Youth Football. 

 

Natasha Carbines 

Women’s Institute 
 

At our first meeting with Paddy Milford as our 

President, members were informed that Sylv Gregory 

and Sybil Tulloch would assist as Vice-Presidents; 

and Barb O’Higgins has offered her services as 

Assistant Secretary. 

 

On February 25
th
, 6 members went to the local heat 

of the WI County Quiz at Morchard Bishop.  They 

were in two teams of three.  Our A team came 8
th
 out 

of 21 and our B team were lower. 

 

On March 3
rd

, 3 members went to the WI Whist heat 

at Halberton.  All three got through to the final which 

took place on March 17
th
 at Longdown, but 

unfortunately no-one came in the prizes. 

 

Mandy, a lady from Stoke Canon, gave us a talk and 

a DVD show of her experience on the television 

programme “Come Dine With Me”.  She explained 

the workings of the production company and how 

they made the programme entertaining for the 

viewers.  Her claim to fame was her fabulous home-

made gravy (made with granules) and her custard 

which came out of a tin. 

 

That is all for this month, but you will be hearing a 

lot from us as we intend to do a few more money 

raisers for the upkeep of our hall. 

 

Sue Maguire 
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Ladies Group 
 

Thursday April 12
th
  is the date of our next meeting , 

and will be at Moss Bank, School Lane, by kind 

invitation of Beryl. 

 

This month we will be having a talk and 

demonstration on Reflexology, by Chrissie. 

 

We always welcome new members, come and join us 

if you are able.     

 

Phyllis Langdon 

       

Allotment Holders    
 

The Annual General Meeting will be held at the 

Exeter Inn on Monday 2
nd

 April at 7.30 pm. An item 

of food will be brought to the AGM by all attending.  

We hope to see you there.   

Mark Welsh 

Golf Society 
First, dear reader, sorry for the absence of these golf 

ramblings last month. The ink in my laptop ran out. 

 

Sunday 29
th

 January, 2012 

 

Thirteen players took to the course, hoping to 

complete the competition before the rain came. They 

made it with 30 minutes to spare. Joint winners were 

Scott Hasler, Rhys Roberts and Jim Chappelle with 

16 points each. The Donna-Y moment was 

contributed by Ali Tulloch who, not being sure where 

his tee shot on the 5th had finished, played a 

provisional that went into the hedge. Fortunately he 

found his original ball but promptly sent that, too, 

into the hedge. 

 

The new singles knock-out champion is Chris 

Harlow who defeated Andy French in a worthy 

contest. The winner received his trophy from 

Secretary, David Harlow. Dad couldn’t suppress a 

smile. 

 

The Society’s A.G.M. followed the presentation. All 

present supported a vote of thanks to David Harlow, 

the organiser of all that is organised, and to Geoff 

Bulley who rambles his way through the various 

presentations and writes things. Both were asked to 

continue, along with John Mann as the Society’s 

chairman, housekeeper and barman. There being 

nothing else for members to chew over, the meeting 

was declared closed and a much better form of 

chewing was undertaken, revolving around what is 

becoming an annual event as the bottle of port 

donated by John Mann to the singles champion is 

ceremoniously consumed along with a few others to 

keep it company. With members’ generous donations 

of cheese, pate and prawns (?!) along with a bottle of 

sloe gin, and thanks to the “golf widows” who did all 

the preparations, a magnificent feast was enjoyed 

long into the evening, by which time even the 

extensive cellars of The Exeter had been emptied of 

port. 

 

Sunday 12
th

 February, 2012 

 

Yet another baker’s dozen turned out on a cold 

morning but, un-Oates-like, all made it back. Scoring 

was not easy but somehow John Mann managed to 

compile 17 points, two ahead of Dave Harlow, Scott 

Hasler and Phil Oram. However, not all went John’s 

way as he also contributed the day’s shortest drive, 

its length being, he claimed, roughly equal to the 

distance between the two fireplaces in The Exeter. 

 

The Donna-Y moment also featured a shortish drive 

and it was Ali Tulloch who supplied it. Ali will tell 

you that he enjoys his golf, both for his own 

fulfilment and that it sometimes brightens his fellow 

golfer’s day. This episode did, but not at his expense. 

Instead it was a time for admiration as, having left 

himself well short of the par three 7
th
, he struck a 

magnificent iron to within a few feet of the pin, with 

the usual unuttered question “donna y that didn’t 

happen earlier”. 

 

Having had no takers for February’s word challenge, 

the challenger offered the meaning of one of those 

words as a suitable piece of Valentine advice. The 

New Zealand place name, beginning with 

“Taumata…” was first spoken and then explained. 

Roughly translated it means “The summit where 

Tamatea, the man with big knees, the climber of 

mountains, the land-swallower who travelled about, 

played his nose flute to his loved one.” So there lads, 

learn the word, get yerselves a nose flute and bare yer 

knees. Your Valentines will melt before your eyes. 

 

Sunday 26
th

 February 2012 

 

A large field of 15 players arrived full of hope that 

the benign conditions would bring big scores. It was 

not to be as no one beat par. Playing in five teams of 

three, the best two scores to count on each hole, it 

was the team of Dan Hawke, Phil Oram and Geoff 

Bulley who romped away with the spoils, scoring 41 

points, eight ahead of their nearest challengers. 

Perhaps it was no surprise because in the individual 

competition Dan and Phil were joint winners with 18 

points each while their no.3 managed 17, claiming 
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that marking the team card had taken most of his 

energy. 

 

The shortest drive was achieved, if achievement it 

was, by Dave Harlow whose ball off the 3
rd

 tee went 

as far sideways as forwards, never to be seen again. 

Competition for the Donna-y Trophy was fierce. 

Once again Ali Tulloch was in the mix when his shot 

into a tree trunk rebounded into his chest and 

dropped at his feet. Dan Hawke contributed a banana 

of a teeshot at the first that saw him trying out the 

new 18
th
 long before it’s due to open. Pride of place 

went to Scott Hasler, not only for sending his 

approach at the 9
th
 into the caravan in the car park but 

also for his footwear. White shoes tastefully 

decorated by his daughter with panels of gold 

sparkle! 

 

Sunday 11
th

 March 2012 

 

Yet another 15 person field took to the hills above 

Sweetham on a fine sunny morning that had everyone 

down to just their shirt sleeves, plus the usual 

essentials of course. The same format as last time out 

was adopted with the winning combination being 

Paul Richards, Chris Harlow and Geoff Bulley. 

Sources close to the latter report that he believes he’s 

cracked the code for success at team golf. Draw the 

right partners and mark the card. Their score of 45 

points was well clear of their nearest challengers and 

much of this was due to the form of the winner of the 

individual competition, Paul Richards, who scored 22 

points with a near perfect round that earned him a 2.5 

shot cut to his handicap. Joint second were Jim 

Chappelle and Geoff Bulley with 18 each. 

 

Joy was not restricted to those four players as Andy 

French recorded a two on the 3
rd

 to scoop the pot. At 

the other end of the joy scale was the day of Reith 

Roberts. His opening tee shot was not his best by far, 

followed by a second tee shot that saw him repairing 

a pitch mark on the first green. Add to this the fact 

that Reith also dropped his best jumper by the 8
th
 

fairway and there was no choice but to award him the 

Donna-Y trophy. Reith was lucky that it was not John 

Mann who found the garment as it would have been 

ideal for cleaning mud encrusted golf clubs. 

 

Good Friday will herald the seventh anniversary of 

the Golf Society. It is hoped that as many members 

as possible will turn out to help celebrate and 

compete for donated prizes. Don’t forget, there are 

two Sunday events each month. All are welcome. 

Details at The Exeter. 

 

G.S. Potter 

Thorverton PTFA (Part 2) 
 

CAR BOOT SALE @ THE SCHOOL Sunday 29th 

April 

 

All welcome - 11am start 

CARS -  £5 

TRADERS - £10 

Hot Food & Drinks served 

Plant Stall 

 

Sellers Arrive from 10am 

Buyers Arrive from 11am 

 

BAG2SCHOOL  

 

Everybody is welcome to get involved in this 

excellent opportunity to have a good clear out AND 

help us raise money for the school. We take items in 

any type of bag and the more we collect the more 

money we raise. Please give good quality clean 

clothes, bedding, curtains, soft toys, belts, handbags 

and shoes (please tie shoes together). Bags need to be 

brought to school by 9am on the 13th December for 

the lorry to collect. 

 

 

CAKE STALL @ the Saturday Market 

 

The cake stall continues to run every month and is 

vital in providing a regular and much needed income 

over the year. Many thanks to those of you who bake 

cakes and/or buy cakes - your support is very much 

appreciated. Cake donations are always very 

welcome and can be brought to school on the Friday. 

Thank you to Carol Pearn for all her hard work with 

managing the stall every month. 

 

THE GIVING MACHINE 

 

The school is now registered on TheGivingMachine. 

Every time you shop online with over 360 of the 

UK’s top brands – Amazon, Ebay, John Lewis, Next 

(to name but a few), they will give our school a free 

donation. You don’t have to buy anything you 

wouldn’t normally buy, and it won’t cost you any 

more. To join up please go to 

www.TheGivingMachine.co.uk it’s very simple to do 

and you can then start helping to raise money for the 

school as soon as you shop !  

 

Finally, we would like to thank you for your 

continued support, and we look forward to seeing 

you at our events. 

 

 

Katie Vanstone, on behalf of Thorverton PTFA    

http://www.thegivingmachine.co.uk/
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Legal Eagle 
 

For the purposes of the law of theft, ‘Property’ ‘ 

includes money and all other property, real or 

personal, including things in action and other 

intangible property’. S.4 Theft Act 1968. 

 

Generally, ‘property’ is thought of in terms of that 

which is capable of physical possession and, of 

course, this holds true for the law of theft. However, 

the definition is much wider as it includes both, 

‘things in action’ and, ‘other intangible property’. 

 

So, given that the definition is so wide, the first 

question one might ask, is there anything that cannot 

be stolen? The answer is, very little, although as we 

shall see, limitations are placed upon the theft of 

land, things growing wild and wild creatures. 

 

Turning then to the question, ‘is there anything that 

cannot be stolen?’ Electricity cannot be stolen; there 

is, however, a separate offence to be found in s13 

Theft Act 1968 which provides for the dishonest use, 

wasting or diverting of electricity. 

 

Likewise, confidential information cannot be stolen. 

In Oxford –v- Moss [1978] an engineering student at 

a university acquired a proof of one of his 

examination papers. He did not intend to deprive the 

University of the paper itself which he subsequently 

returned. He was charged with theft of the 

confidential information contained in the 

examination questions. On appeal it was held that 

confidential information does not come within the 

meaning of ‘intangible property’ for the purposes of 

s4. Had he kept the paper then, of course, he would 

have been guilty of theft, the paper being ‘property’. 

 

Oxford –v- Moss [1978] was followed in Absolom 

[1983] in which it was held that a person who 

obtained valuable trade secrets relating to oil 

exploration and tried to sell them to a rival oil 

company could not be guilty of theft as such 

information did not amount to property. 

 

Land can only be stolen in very limited 

circumstances provided for in s4(2). As regards 

‘things growing wild’, s4(3) provides, ‘A person who 

picks mushrooms growing wild on any land, or who 

picks flowers fruit or foliage from a plant growing 

wild on any land, does not ( although not in 

possession of the land ) steal what he picks, unless he 

does it for reward or for sale or other commercial 

purpose’   

 

For the purposes of the section, ‘mushroom’ includes 

any fungus, and ‘plant’ includes any shrub or tree. 

Silverton & Exe Valley Seniors 
April 2012 Newsletter 

 

 
 
Membership (Annual subscription £5) is open anyone 

over 50 living in Silverton and surrounding villages.  

There are social activities each month including Coffee 

Mornings, Whist, Outings and Club Holidays.  

 

2012 Day Excursions 

Dartmoor & Prison Museum, RHS Rosemoor & 

Dartington Crystal, Slimbridge Wetlands Centre & 

Berkeley Castle, West Somerset Railway & Exmoor 

Excursion: Garden House Buckland Monochorum (Half 

Day), Wareham River Cruise, Dyrham Park & Wells, 

Dartmouth & Ferry to Greenway, Forest of Dean & 

Wye Valley Autumn tints, Winchester Christmas 

Market, Christmas Lunch Waie Inn Zeal Monochorum 

 

18
th

 April – Rosemoor RHS & Darting Crystal 

factory: We leave Silverton at 0900 (Bickleigh 0840: 

Ruffwell 0905: Rewe 0908: Stoke Canon 0910) and 

travel first to Rosemoor – a garden of intoxicating 

beauty with woodlands walks, water features, open 

spaces and plant sales.  In the afternoon we visit the 

nearly Dartington Crystal factory to see how glass is 

made and engraved with time to visit the factory shop 

before returning home. Cost £18.00 inclusive of 

admission and coach fare. 

 

Whist:    Will be played on Monday afternoons at St 

Mary’s Church Hall Silverton between 2 and 4 PM on 

the 2
nd

, 16
th

 & 30
th

 April.  £2 entrance includes tea & 

biscuits and raffle.  Do come along and join us.  It’s fun 

(if you can’t play we will teach you) and helps keep the 

brain active!   

 

COFFEE MORNING   Our Monthly coffee morning 

will be on Tuesday 17
th

 April between 1000-1130 at St 

Mary’s Church Hall.  An opportunity to book for events 

and meet friends! Entrance £0.50 includes Tea/Coffee 

 2012 Club Holidays – £275 (shared room) Single 

Room £25 extra 

WELSH BORDERS (21-25 May) based in N Wales 

staying at the 3 Star Beaufort Park Hotel with 

excursions to Llangollen, Chester, Shropshire. 

 

BOURNEMOUTH, NEW FOREST & ISLE OF 

WIGHT (8
th

-12
th

 October).   

Staying at the 3 Star Cliffeside Hotel on the prestigious 

East Cliffs. 

 

Please contact the Secretary for membership or details 

of Club events: Martin Clough 38 Hederman Close 

Silverton EX5 4HW 01392 860971 
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So, picking holly to decorate your house at Christmas 

does not amount to theft but if you go from door to 

door trying to sell it then the above provisions apply. 

 

I happen to be writing this piece on Mothering 

Sunday and this brings to mind the occasion, many 

many years ago when my brother presented our 

Mother with a clearly, hastily put together bunch of 

daffodils. Later enquiry elicited the information that 

they had come from the gardens of a well know local 

shoe manufacturer. My brother went on to have a 

very successful career with the Avon and Somerset 

Constabulary. He now works in a garden centre. 

 

Wild creatures also receive special mention. S4(4) 

provides, ‘Wild creatures, tamed or untamed, shall 

be regarded as property; but a person cannot steal a 

wild creature not tamed nor ordinarily kept in 

captivity, or the carcass of any such creature, unless 

it has been reduced into possession by or on behalf of 

another person and possession of it has not since 

been lost or abandoned, or another person is in the 

course of reducing it into possession’. 

 

Clearly, domestic animals and animals ordinarily 

kept in captivity are property and can be stolen. 

 

Can one steal a human body or any of its constituent 

parts? It has been left to the common law to provide 

some answers to this question. For most practical 

purposes it seems unlikely that parts of the human 

body, while still a part of a live person, can be 

property for the purposes of the law of theft. In 

Bentham [2005], the House of Lords held that one 

does not possess one’s hand or any part of the body 

that is not separate and distinct from oneself. 

 

In Kelly and Lindsay [1999], the defendant was 

found guilty of the theft of some 40 body parts ( 

heads, a part of a brain and an assortment of arms, 

legs and feet) from the Royal College of Surgeons. 

These parts were used for the training of surgeons. 

The defendant gave the parts to an artist who made 

casts of them. The Court confirmed the common law 

rule that a corpse or part of a corpse does not amount 

to property and cannot be stolen. However, the Court 

went on to hold that parts of a corpse are capable of 

becoming property if they have acquired different 

attributes by virtue of the application of skill, such as 

dissection or preservation techniques. 

 

The definition of ‘property’ in s4, includes the 

expression, ‘things in action’; essentially something 

which can only be enforced by taking legal action. If 

you have money standing to your credit in your bank 

account, the bank owes you this amount. The bank is 

indebted to you in the sum of £X.  As the debt is not 

capable of physical possession the only way in which 

the right to it can be enforced is by taking legal 

action. Your right to sue your bank will be 

appropriated if someone dishonestly causes the bank 

to debit your account. 

 

Next month we will look at the requirement that 

property, in order to be stolen, must ‘belong to 

another’. 

Clive Hamblin 

 

 

 

Clive also provided the following: 

 

Editor's Fitness Drive 
Did anyone happen to catch up with Neville on 

Mothering Sunday? My first encounter was when we 

were both busy tending our allotments. I later 

bumped into him whilst he was cycling around the 

village. He happened to mention that later he 

intended cycling over to Newton St Cyres to play 

tennis and then cycle back. ' No pain, no gain'. 

 

I have included a picture taken by John Spivey later 

that afternoon, at the end of my “round the world” 

jog! Actually, all of this exercise might be affecting 

my brain – I think that it might have been taken on 

the previous day or even week – Ed. 
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TARTS News 

 
Thorverton Amblers Ramblers and Trampers  

 
Future walks and events 

 

Saturday 31
st
 March: Steps Bridge and the Teign 

Valley – 5 miles led by Ann. 

 

There is a meeting at 8.15 pm on Monday 2
nd

 April in 

The Exeter Inn skittle alley to discuss the walks for 

April-June. All are very welcome, maybe you would 

like to suggest a favourite walk to do, or even just 

come and see what we are planning for the spring. 

 

 

All walks meet opposite the church at 0930, and are 

suitable for dogs unless otherwise stated. Shorter 

walks are usually 4 – 6 miles in length and longer 

walks 6 – 9 miles, however precise details of each 

walk (length, gradient, lunch information etc) will be 

displayed approximately a week before the walk in 

the Old Post Office Window and on the village notice 

board. If you would like to be included on the email 

list contact Caroline (861002) or Graeme (860203). 

 

Caroline Prince 

 

 

Nature Notes 
 
The bird breeding season is well under way and I was 

informed that a thrush fledgling had been spotted on 

a driveway in early March. Song thrushes have two 

or three broods so their breeding season starts early 

but the parents who raised this youngster must have 

started nesting in January!    

 

At the end of February a puss moth was found in 

Elspeth Holmes’s house. This moth overwinters as a 

pupa and does not usually emerge as an adult until 

the following May (last year I light trapped one on 

22
nd

 April when a lot of moths emerged early due to 

the warm Spring). The puss moth caterpillar makes a 

tough cocoon of chewed wood mixed with its spun 

silk in which to pupate among the bark of its 

foodplant which can be sallow, willow, poplar and 

aspen. We think a cocoon must have been on some 

willow Elspeth had brought into the house to use in 

her flower arrangements and the warmth of the house 

encouraged its early emergence.  

 

Frogs prefer to spawn in shallow water where it is 

easy for froglets to leave the water which they do 

when only a centimetre long. Every year our frogs 

spawn in the same small patch of water which has 

been separated from the rest of the pond by the 

growth of pond plants. This patch had become full of 

leaves fallen from nearby trees. Having no frogspawn 

in the pond by 22
nd

 February I decided to clear the 

leaves and debris from this little pool. The very next 

day there were four very firm dollops of spawn. Was 

it a coincidence or were the frogs somehow waiting 

for clear water in their favourite spawning spot? Only 

an exceptional rainfall would have created clear 

water over and above the debris and as we know this 

would not have happened. Indeed the pond level is 

dropping daily, so I wonder if the frogs would have 

spawned at all in the pond if the leaves had not been 

cleared. 

 

The following report is written by Gus Christianson 

in which he discusses wildlife activity and 

observations around Silver Street. 

 

Nature Report 2011, Silver Street. 

At the bottom of my garden there is a very large oak 

tree, with preservation order, which provides a lovely 

habitat for a wealth of birds. However I had never 

seen rooks before this year. Six of them arrived on 

my grass in the early summer and mingled with the 

six rabbits who were chewing away as usual. The 

rooks immediately colonised the oak tree and have 

remained in residence. At dawn 4-10 in high summer, 

they start their rather repetitive cawing and this goes 

on for half an hour until they reach agreement on the 

hot venue for the day, whereupon they go off en 

masse, and do not come back until dusk when they 

have another cawing session to tell how many 

leatherjackets they have consumed.  

 

They are capable of making more interesting noises 

but seldom do so. It is possible to detect a couple of 

semitones in the note of the caw. This may be very 

meaningful to them but to us it sounds merely 

monotonous. Their close corvid cousins, the 

jackdaws, resident in several chimneys nearby, have 

a much more interesting vocabulary, possibly due to 

their opportunist and varied lifestyle. 

 

Later on in the season I have seen the rooks come 

back half an hour before dusk in large numbers, but 

three quarters of them break off and proceed to the 

very large oak behind Thorverton house. This has 
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huge leaves which go very red in autumn. I am 

undecided whether it is Rubra or Borealis. The other 

quarter of the flock roost in my oak tree, English 

variety. 

 

Swifts have a stupid habit of going in my attic and 

are unable to get out. I discovered one on its last gasp 

and brought it out. Stuck its face in a shallow dish of 

water. It was puffing like a grampus. After 20 

minutes flat on the ground, it just took off. 

 

A wren opens its beak so wide it looks like it wants 

to eat the sky, and lets fly with a sound so loud it’s 

really piercing at close quarters, particularly the last 

note. 

 

A robin has a soft quiet song with beak closed when 

it is saying “I’m having a nice time eating as many 

wireworms as I can get in my beak.” But then it will 

sit on a high branch and proclaim its territory with a 

louder voice, beak open, and this song carries long 

distance. 

 

The thrush has a personal repertoire of 15 to 20 

phrases, each of 3 to 5 syllables, which it repeats in a 

rota. An individual thrush has a particular favourite 

call sign amongst them, which it will call more often 

than other phrases. For two years I had here a thrush 

who called “veegerts” (x 3 or 4,) but he must have 

died, because the thrush which only lasted a short 

time this year, had a totally different repertoire. 

Probably songs are not inherited.  

 

Owls are not so plentiful this year but I hear a lot of 

sharp T-wit calls. Last year I was listening to two 

who seemed to be interacting from different 

positions. One would call T-wit and the other would 

call T-woo from further down the valley, so I became 

convinced that this was a male and female 

communicating, and that one individual does not call 

T-wit T-woo as is popularly supposed. (Apparently 

this is correct and is easy to remember as she calls 

him a Twit and he is trying to woo her- Jenny) 

 

Early Spring 2012, Silver Street. 

Nest building season for rooks took off very 

suddenly. The first nest this season was useably 

completed in just a few days. The builders were the 

focus of attention for the others who sat around like 

obedient children in a classroom. A good choice of 

location, a multi branched fork, was probably the 

secret of their success. 

 

Having watched attentively for a few days, another 

pair had a go on the other side of the tree. Their 

choice of crook was unfortunate. Every twig they 

laboriously gathered was jammed into place as had 

been demonstrated, but they just fell straight through. 

After a couple of days of that they seem to have 

given up and are just sitting disconsolately in their 

failed building site. The award winning grand designs 

pair are still the focus of attention, so school is not 

out yet. 

 

Meanwhile a breakaway group has had an instant 

success moving to a nearby Alder. The branches in 

this tree are much denser so the danger of initial 

fallout is far less. Stuff in half a dozen twelve inch 

twigs and you have a pretty reliable basis. From there 

on it’s just a repetitive slog.  

 

More from me and Gus next month. 

 
Jenny Garne  

 

 

Opera Speke 
 

Spring Party. Tuesday, April 17th at 7pm 

 
Writing this on a cold, grey, March day, spring 

would seem far away apart from the huge 

Magnolia tree blooming outside my study 

window. By the time you read this spring should 

be here. Time, therefore, to have a celebratory 

party! Of course, we shall still show an opera - 

but a short, hilarious one to put us all in the party 

mood. It has to be Puccini’s “Gianna Schicchi”, 

showing the extraordinary antics of a scheming 

family trying to change the unfavourable terms 

of a rich member’s will. Once we dry the tears of 

laughter from our eyes, we shall then enjoy a 

glass of champagne to get the party rolling. As 

ever, we shall wine and dine on the superb food 

and drink which people bring to share.  

 

If you’d like to come and join this friendly, fun-

loving group and surprise yourself by how much 

you will enjoy an opera, just give me a ring. It’s 

completely free. 

 
Jane Barnard-Smith, 01392 841770 
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Memorial Hall 
 

 

 

Timetable of Events: 

 

April 

Tuesday 10
th
 Parish Council Meeting (7.30pm) 

Saturday 14
th
 Saturday Market (9.30 – 11.00 am) 

 

 

Saturday Market: monthly draw 

 

First Prize: Chicken dinner – Sylv Gregory 

Second Prize: Easter eggs – Jennu Garne 

Third Prize: Spring plants – Roy Barton 

Fourth Prize: Box of chocolates – Claire Crebo 

 

The Dolphin Group 
 

The Group meets in The Thorverton Arms every 

Thursday at 10.30 am. 

   

The following talks have been arranged for this 

month: 

 

Thursday, 12
th
 April   -   War-time Letters (World 

War II): 

                                           Sheena Hunter-Hedges 

 

Thursday, 19
th
 April   -   Travels with a Camera in 

South East Asia: 

                                           Projected digital 

slideshow with John Spivey 

 

Everyone is very welcome.  Do come and join us. 

 

 

Safer Pavements Initiative 
 

I was recently given the following from “the Belgian 

Desk” which villagers might find interesting – Ed. 

 

We are all aware of the hazards caused by uneven 

pavements. Indeed the majority of transits made by 

the elderly and young with children along Bullen 

Street do not follow the natural pedestrian desire 

route but are made in the busy highway, due to the 

hazardous uneven nature of the cobbles.  

 

Some years ago a suggestion was made to tarmac 

over a strip of cobbles, but failed to receive sufficient 

backing to make it happen. 

 

Now United Nations Road Safety Collaboration has 

developed a global plan which will be launched in 

May. European Cooperation in Science and 

Technology (COST) Action 354 aims to provide 

comprehensive Performance Indicators for Road 

Pavements. This could lead to funding being made 

available to improve the safety of our pavements. 

One idea to make uneven cobbles safer is to provide 

pedestrians with either abrasive overshoes or stick-on 

abrasive soles, so that over time high-spots are 

eroded, resulting in a smoother, safer pavement for 

all. No doubt villagers would welcome inclusion in 

any field trials. It is hoped the devices will carry the 

warning “Do not wear on highly polished floors”. 

 

 

Poetry 
 

Healing Trees 

 

Trees are miracles of life 

In flower, fruit or leaf; 

Who loves a tree must surely see 

And understand belief – 

Belief in a creator’s hand 

That formed such wondrous powers, 

Growing from diminutive seeds, 

To majestic natural towers; 

Trees are miracles – and each day 

They exhale their healing balm, 

Renewing and sustaining life 

And lending blessed calm. 

We thank you God for glorious trees, 

May we guard them with pride 

And cherish these foliaged friends, 

Which grace our countryside. 

 

Doreen Beer 
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Thorverton and District History 
Society 
 

 
 

Our illustrated talk on The Colourful Arms of 

Devon’s (Colourful) Gentry was given by retired 

lecturer and Honorary Fellow of Exeter University 

Dr David Oates. 

 

From the twelfth century itinerant heralds were 

employed by Europe’s feudal lords to design 

distinguishing coats of arms for their knights, to 

lessen confusion in battle. This essential military 

fashion rapidly spread amongst the wider nobility, 

each landed or wealthy family having its own unique 

design.  

 

After the funeral of the Lord of the Manor a black 

lozenge-shaped escutcheon displaying his armorial 

bearings would typically be hung above the entrance 

and remain there for several months of mourning 

before being removed to the Parish Church. These 

hatchments now provide an intriguing insight into 

family history and the often skilful intermarrying of 

the wealthy landed gentry to further enhance their 

position. 

 

Many hatchments are still to be seen in our local 

churches, Gittisham, near Honiton, having four fine 

hatchments of the Putt family. Locally, four 

generations of the Quicke family are remembered in 

Newton St Cyres church whilst a hatchment to Col. 

Hugh Bamfylde at Poltimore church is believed to be 

the oldest surviving example in Devon. 

 

Hatchment design is governed by a number of 

conventions and its own terminology. The hatchment 

background of a man dying and leaving a surviving 

wife has his dexter half (to observer’s left) in black 

whilst her sinister half (to observer’s right) is white, 

each half shield coming from their respective lines. 

The backgrounds of a woman dying and leaving a 

surviving husband are reversed. Shields of Peers of 

the Realm are usually supported by black or white 

horses or unicorn, whilst Baronets are identified by 

the Red Hand of Ulster. The shields have become 

increasingly complex as successive generations 

intermarry, but nevertheless are still capable of 

revealing a potted family history.  

 

A technical problem brought this illuminating and 

enjoyable talk to a slightly premature end. (Not 

enough money in the meter for the projector and the 

kettle.)  

      

    Barrie Phillips 

 

 

 

 

Do you need funding for something that 

will benefit Thorverton? 

 

Focus is pleased to be able to offer 

funding for village organisations or 

individuals who need money for the 

benefit of the village. 

 

At the recent Focus AGM it was agreed 

that funding should normally be limited 

to no more than 50% of the cost of the 

equipment requested;  that there should 

be a maximum limit; and that account 

should be taken of the number of 

potential beneficiaries of the funding. 

 

Please submit any requests to Neville 

Lane, Focus Editor, 2 The Glebe, 

Thorverton or by email to  

focusonthorverton@yahoo.co.uk. 

  
 

mailto:focusonthorverton@yahoo.co.uk
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The Garden in April. 
 

 Well, March came in like a lamb; it remains to be 

seen if it goes out like a lion and the beginning of 

April becomes wet and windy.  This time last year 

saw the build up of the warmest and driest April for 

many years.  I hope that this is not repeated, for 

although dry weather is very useful for seed sowing 

and garden management it does not help the gardener 

long term and at this time of year the garden needs 

plenty of rain showers to help keep the soil moist for 

the new growth.   

 

 April is a busy time in the garden.  In your 

ornamental garden, April is an ideal time to check out 

the furthest and darkest corners of the garden for 

those crafty brambles and perennial weeds which are 

just beginning to grow.  At this point they can be 

very deceiving by looking fresh and green.  Do not 

show any mercy. Everyone that you remove now is a 

bonus and will save you much harder work later in 

the year when they have become eyesores or thuggish 

brutes.    

 

  Early- flowering shrubs can be pruned as they finish 

flowering.  These are mainly shrubs which flower on 

shoots that have developed and ripened the previous 

season such as Weigela, Forsythia, Philadelphus and 

some Spiraea.  Pruning now, allows the shrub to have 

the rest of the season to develop healthy shoots for 

next year`s flowers.  If you prune later on, then the 

plant regrows new shoots which haven`t had long 

enough to ripen sufficiently for flowering  next year.  

Remove as much of the flowering wood as possible, 

cutting close to new growth lower down.  This will 

help prevent the plant from becoming too congested.  

Shrubs that grow on this season`s new growth need 

to be pruned hard back to a strong framework.  These 

shrubs grow very rapidly and if not cut back become 

straggly and unkempt and flower production is 

greatly reduced.  So if your Buddeia davidii or 

Perovskia have not already been pruned back the 

sooner you can do it the better as the new shoots are 

beginning to grow away. 

 

 The beginning of April is a good time to have a go at 

revitalizing an old or neglected shrub.  Look and see 

if there are any young, year-old shoots coming from 

the base of the plant and remove all other growth just 

leaving the healthy shoots.  Clear out any debris from 

around the plant and where possible improve the 

amount of light.  This might include pruning back 

more vigorous shrubs around it and then treat it to 

some TLC and give it a feed such as pelleted chicken 

manure and cover the surrounding area with a mulch.  

This will help to keep the plant moist during dry 

periods.  April is not the best month for planting new 

shrubs as the plants could be going into a dry, warm 

period before their roots are properly established and 

daily watering will be essential for a long time. 

 

 April is a very busy time for the veg. grower as this 

is the month to put in all the rest of the root crops.  At 

Knightshayes, I will be sowing perpetual spinach,  

swiss chard,  beetroot,  salsify, scorzonera,  and 

turnip rooted parsley.  These will join their fellow 

seeds of parsley and radish which were sown in 

February.  By now you will know that I shall witter 

on about the soil preparation but there is no 

alternative to good ground work before these seeds 

go in.  If you are using a rotavator to prepare your 

soil do be aware that below the depth of the rotavated 

soil there could be very hard compacted soil,  this is 

called a pan and can substantially reduce the amount 

your plants will grow and thrive.  So occasionally 

there is no alternative to the good old double digging 

method.  This form of digging is not for the faint 

hearted but you certainly won`t have to visit the gym 

after this work out!!!  Start by digging out your first 

row at a spit deep,  ie the depth of the spade.  Put this 

soil in a wheelbarrow and take it to the other end of 

the plot, leave it in the barrow at this point.  Now 

fork over the next spit down ie the soil underneath 

your first dig and break up the hard soil.  Now move 

forward and start to dig another spit of top soil but 

this time throw it on top of your trench you have just 

dug.  Fork it over so that it hasn`t  any big lumps.  

Then break up the soil that is left behind just like you 

did for the first row. Then move on again and fill it 

up with the top soil from this next row.  Hopefully by 

now you are in a rhythm and can continue to the end 

of your chosen area.  The last trench that you break 

up will be topped up by the soil you have in the 

barrow from the very first row that you dug and after 

raking this whole area over  you should have the best 

conditions for your root crops.  You have probably 

noticed that I haven`t mentioned about adding any 

mulch or nutrients to this soil and that is because root 

crops do not provide a good harvest in rich soil often 

`forking` underground.  The trick for lovely long 

straight veg. is well dug soil but no added nutrients,  

ie. Make them work a bit harder and grow a bit 

deeper. 

 

 I haven`t included the good old humble carrot in my 

list of root crops for Knightshayes and this is because 

I no longer grow carrots outside but only in 

polytunnels due to carrot root fly.  This pesky fly lays 

its eggs next to your beautiful carrots and in due 

course they develop into a tiny white maggots which 

burrow their way around the outer edge of your 

carrots.  This fly has a very well developed sense of 

smell and can sniff out carrots however hard you try 

to hide them and once the problem has established on 

a plot it seems to come back each year.  If your 
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carrots have suffered in this way, you can 

successfully keep them clean by fleecing them from 

very early on or by errecting a barrier i.e. very fine 

mesh of at least 45cms high all around them.  The 

flies are supposed to fly at below this height to the 

ground. 

 

This is the month that I start my Dahlias in the 

polytunnels.  They are brought out of dry dock, put 

into trays with a spade full of compost around their 

tubers, watered and left in unheated tunnels.  

However, if the nightime temperatures look like 

dropping  they are covered with fleece.  These 

Dahlias will quickly grow new shoots but are still 

vunerable and are not ready to go out until the last 

week of May. 

 

At the end of the month, the cucurbits, ie, squash, 

cucumber, courgettes, marrows and pumpkins will be 

sown in the warm polytunnel.  One seed per pot.  

These seeds are mouse delicacies so beware and 

protect.  Like the Dahlias they will not go out before 

the end of May or beginning of June. 

 

 Well, Neville, that should keep you going for this 

month.  So, happy gardening.  

Lorraine Colebrook 

 

                                                    

 

Twenty Five Years Ago 

Focus  April 1987 
 

Recipes For The Month 

 

Spring Lamb and Gooseberries. 

Lamb is at its best and gooseberries will be available 

later on. No one wants to be told how to roast their 

joint of lamb, but here are a few ideas for alternative 

accompaniments and ‘left overs’. 

 

1) Try making a few deep cuts into your joint down 

to the bone especially in the fatty parts. Press spikes 

of garlic and pieces of rosemary into the cuts and 

baste while roasting. The meat will have a delicious 

flavour, not at all overpowering, and will be more 

tender than usual. 

 

2) Apricot Stuffing  (very good for a boned, rolled 

shoulder) 

Ingredients; 

1oz butter, half teas parsley, 1 tables chopped onion, 

half teas thyme, salt and pepper, 

1-2 tables milk, 4 good tables fresh white b’crumbs, 

5-6 chopped dried apricots. 

Method -gently fry the onion in the butter, add 

breadcrumbs, salt pepper and herbs. Mix with milk 

and add apricots. Spread over joint, roll up and tie. 

  

3) Orange Mint Sauce make mint sauce in the usual 

way but add grated rind and juice of an orange to the 

mint and sugar before the vinegar. 

 

4) Sullimans Pilaff  One of the most comforting 

dishes imaginable. Have ready 6-8 ozs of boiled rice, 

not overdone. While this has been cooking, prepare a 

mixture of small pieces of cooked lamb, fried onions, 

raisins, currants, garlic, tomatoes and pine-nuts or 

almonds.  All should be sautéed in dripping, 

preferably lambs and seasoned well. Put the dry rice 

into a thick serving dish. Stir in meat mixture, heat 

through thoroughly and serve the Pilaff with a bowl 

of sour cream or yoghurt. 

Gooseberry Fool  A traditional English sweet which 

is not always appreciated as much as it should be. 

Put 1 lb of gooseberries in a pan with 4ozs sugar and 

simmer very gently until quite soft. Sieve and 

liquidise and when quite cold stir in quarter pint of 

thick cream. Serve, very cold, in individual glasses 

with sponge finger biscuits. Gooseberries do tend to 

lose their colour in the cooking and a drop of green 

colouring can make the dish more attractive. If a little 

too tart add icing sugar before the cream. 

S.S 

 

 

Hospiscare Will Week 14-18 May 
An up to date Will to give you peace of mind with 

Will Week. 

 

As your local hospice charity caring for terminally ill 

people and their families, Hospiscare relies on gifts 

in Wills and understand how important a Will is to 

give peace of mind that the people and causes close 

to your heart are looked after in the future. It’s so 

important for everybody to have Will and keep it up 

to date so there are no unnecessary problems for 

loved ones.  

In reality making or updating a Will is 

straightforward and Hospiscare Will Week makes it 

even simpler. Over 30 Devon solicitors will write or 

update your Will for free so you can make a donation 

to Hospiscare instead. 

. Simply choose a participating solicitor and make an 

appointment.For further information please phone 

Susie Rushforth on 01392 688020 01392 688020  or 

go to www.hospiscare.co.uk for the full list. 

http://www.hospiscare.co.uk/
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Thorverton Parish Information 
AIR AMBULANCE EMERGENCY - QUOTE NATIONAL GRID REFERENCE 
RECREATION GROUND - Sheet 192 SS 923019 MEMORIAL HALL FIELD - Sheet 192 SS 926019 
 
Bus services     See inside back cover 
Carers' Support Group Anne Higman, Wyndham House Surgery, Silverton. 860034. 
     Meetings - 3rd Wednesday of month, Wyndham House, 2.30-4.30 p.m. 
Church (C of E)  The Revd. Douglas Dettmer, The Rectory, Thorverton. 860332 

    The Revd. Sue Sheppard, Associate Minister, Autumn Haze, Rewe, 01392 841284 
          The Revd Julia Dallen  Assistant Curate   Tel 01392 861145 Email: julia.dallen@netherexe.org  
   Mrs Margaret Lowe, Administration Manager, 07594 714590 margaret.admin@netherexe.org 

 Church Wardens Peter Colebrook, Ockero, Thorverton. 861019.  
     Edwin Greed, Fortescue, Netherexe. 841231. 
 Consort   Mary Thomas, 1 The Glebe, Thorverton. 860730. 
 P.C.C. Treasurer  Jean Brown, Rydal Cottage, Bullen Street. 861176. 
 Friends of Thorverton Parish Church Trust Royston Kershaw 25 The Glebe 860419 
Church (Baptist)  The Revd. Maurice Harrison, 01884 258599. 
    Secretary Phyllis Langdon, 860932.  

Services, notice board or Focus. 
County Councillor  Cllr. Mr. M. Lee. 01363 772671. 
District Councillor  Cllr. Mr. R. M. Deed. 01392 861258. 
Doctors     Dr Jon Wride & Lynne Anderson / Drs Stead, O'Brien & Ziegler 
Electricity (Western Power) Report a loss of power: 0800 365 900 Bill Enquiries: 0800 365 000 
      Street lights 0870 556 1851 
Friends of Thorverton & Silverton Surgeries Christine Walker, 881501 
Gas Emergency   0800 111999 
Leonard Trust Chairman: R Hughes. Secretary: Mrs. E Hughes, 3 Dinham Mews, Exeter EX4 4EF 
Library (Exeter Mobile) Alternate Thursdays, 11.45am to 12.05pm (16.05 to 16.50 from January 2011) 
in the Quarry Car Park 
Member of Parliament  Mel Stride via 01392 823306 or mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk 
Newspaper Reporter (Express & Echo) Jane Ristic, 53 Silver Street, Thorverton. 860054 
Parish Council Chairman Cllr. Stuart Crang,  
Parish Clerk    Mrs Jane Lane, Stable House, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062. 
Parish Council Meetings 2nd Tuesday of month, at The Memorial Hall, 7.30 pm. 
Parish Allotments  Contact the Parish Clerk - 861062 
Parish Council Notice Board Situated in School Lane, opposite the Thorverton Arms. 
   IMPORTANT!- PLANNING APPLICATION NOTICES ARE DISPLAYED HERE 
 
Planning notification applications  at http://data.gov.uk/apps/planningalerts alert via email when a 
planning application is published in one’s street, neighbourhood or wider area. 

Pension Service  PO Box 93, Plymouth PL6 5WJ. 0845 60 60 265 

Police    Central Switchboard 24 Hours: 0845 2777444.  
Post Office Portacabin (TCT Ltd) Quarry Car Park, Thorverton EX5 5NG 860455 
Mon. to Fri : 9 am.-1.00 pm., 2 pm.- 5.30 pm.  
Sat: 9 am.-12 noon Sun: 9 am - 10.30 am for newspaper sales only 
 Business Manager: Jill Blewett, Faircop, Jericho St, Thorverton 
 Chair and Company Secretary: Heather Kershaw, 25 The Glebe, 860419 
Public Telephone Kiosk Opposite the Church, outside the Bell Inn, Dinneford St. 
School (C of E Primary)   Acting Head Teacher: Mrs Emma Pyne 860374. 
School Governors  Chair: Clive Hamblin 861305 Clerk: Julie Cornwall 860127 
School P.T.F.A.   Chair: Lisa Browning, 860609  Secretary: Hannah James, 861075 
     Treasurer: Damon Gill, 860176  
South West Water  24 Hour Emergency: 0800 169 1144. Helpline: 0800 169 1133. 
Thorverton Millennium Chair: Dame Margaret Turner-Warwick, Pynes House,  
  Green Trust Silver Street 861173.  Secretary: Lin Balkwill 860663 
Tiverton Volunteer Centre 28, Gold Street, Tiverton EX16 6PY. Judy Seymour, 01884 255734. 

http://mel.stride.mp/
http://parliament.uk/
http://data.gov.uk/apps/planningalerts
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Thorverton Organisations 
Amateur Dramatic Society (TADS)  Chairperson  Sylvia Wakeham 

Vice Chairs    David Salter and Cathy Williams; Treasurer  John White ex officio 
Secretary        Jane Peyton Jones 

Contact numbers for enquires and new members 01392 861390 or 01382 86004.  Meetings in the Exeter Inn 8pm 
last Wednesday of the month - frequent events and play readings as well as performances 

Art Group  Barrie Phillips, Crossmead, School Lane, Thorverton. 860529  
  Meet Fridays during term-time at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 am-12.00. 

Arts Exchange Louise Page, Campion Cottage, Jerico St, 860509. 
  Monthly meetings in members' homes at 8.0 pm. (see Diary) 

Association Football Club Chairman: Andy Harris, 01392 851664 
  Secretary: David Gregory, 2 The Orchard, Brampford Speke, 841803. 
Bridge Circle Graeme Culshaw, 3 The Glebe, Thorverton 860203.  
  Meets 1st/3rd/5th Thursdays at the W.I. Hut from 7.00 p.m.. 

Brownies    Contact Hannah 07925 981786 or Lisa 860609, Meet Fridays during term-time,  

  5-6.30pm Thorverton School Hall. 
Clarinet Group Contact Peter Mason 860727.  Meets every Thursday morning.   
Cricket Club Chair: Charles Kislingbury, Arley House, 19 Church St, Silverton. 860270 
    Secretary: M C Denford, 14 Moorlands, Tiverton EX16 6UF 01884 255076 
  Fixture Sec: J Meredith, 190 Mincinglake Rd, Exeter EX4 7DS 01392 272504 
Exe Valley Practice Patient Participation Group    
   Chair: Sheena Hunter-Hedges 860843 Secretary: Anna Mews 860769 
   Meets quarterly at Thorverton Surgery (see Focus and surgeries for dates) 

Focus Magazine Chair: Michael Ayre, Ratcliffe Farm, Thorverton. 
  Editor: Neville Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062. 
  Secretary: Jane Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062. 
  Treasurer: Bob Swaffield, Schiehallion, School Lane, Thorverton 01392 860309 
Friends of Silverton & Thorverton Surgeries 
  Coffee Mornings in the Lamb Inn, Silverton 
  Held at 10-12 noon on the LAST THURSDAY of every month except December 
Golf Society Players of Thorverton Care of Exeter Inn, 01392 860206 
Guides                      Contact Lisa 860609, Meet Wednesdays during term-time, 7-9pm Memorial Hall 
History Society Chair: Bill Stamper, Dunelm, Raddon, Thorverton. 860214 
  Programme Secretary: Beryl Coe, 5 The Glebe, Thorverton 860876. 
Ladies Group Meet 2nd Thursday of month, (Venue and time - see Focus Notices). 
Memorial Hall Committee Chair: Mike Shelton, Tel: 861027, mshelton44@hotmail.co.uk 

 Treasurer/key holder/bookings: Jeff Grace. tel. 860489. jeff.grace@tiscali.co.uk 
 Secretary: Roger Fieldhouse. tel. 860768. r.fieldhouse@exeter.ac.uk 

Memorial Hall Market   2nd Saturday of the month, at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 - 11.00 am. 
Thorverton Pre-School  Rachel Mildon (Chair) - 861707 / thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com.  
      Mon 9.am-11.45am, & 12.45pm-3.15pm & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm, 
     Tues/Weds 9.am-11.45am & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm,  
     Thurs 9.-11.45am; 12.45pm- 3.15pm & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm. during term-time,  
     At Thorverton Primary School site 

Thorverton Ambling, Rambling and Tramping Society (TARTS) 

  Contacts : Caroline Prince 07749 775304 or Graeme Culshaw 860203 
   See notices of walks in Old Post Office Window Bullen Street. 

Toddler Group Contact : Hannah Calder 860808 

  Wednesdays, during term-time, at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 a.m.-11.30.  
Rainbows   Contact Jean 860105 or Penny 861136, 

   Meet Tuesdays 3.45-4.45 Thorverton School Hall 

Royal British Legion Chairman/Hon.Sec. P Furneaux, Hillcrest, Thorverton 860227, paf@furno.co.uk 
  Hon. Treasurer: Alex Fice 
Women's Institute Secretary and Bookings: Sue Maguire 01392 860631 
  W.I. Meeting. 1st Tuesday of the month at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
  Whist, 4th Tuesday of the month, at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 

W.I. Market & Coffee  4th Saturday of the month at the W.I. Hut. 10.00 am. to 11.00 am. 

mailto:mshelton44@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:jeff.grace@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:r.fieldhouse@exeter.ac.uk
mailto:thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com
mailto:paf@furno.co.uk
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The Exe Valley Practice 

Dr JON WRIDE and Dr LYNNE ANDERSON 
 

The Surgery, The Berry    The Surgery, 3 Coach Road 

THORVERTON EX5 5NT    SILVERTON EX5 4JL 

Tel: 01392 860273      01392 860176 

Fax: 01392 860654     01392 861598 

www.exevalleypractice.co.uk 

exevalleypractice@nhs.net 

 

 

Opening times 

 
 GP on duty Thorverton Silverton 

Monday Dr Anderson 08:30 – 18:00 08:45 – 12:30 

Tuesday Dr Anderson 07:30 – 18:00 Closed 

Wednesday Dr Anderson am 
Dr Wride pm 

08:30 – 17:00 14:30 – 18:00 

Thursday Dr Wride 08:30 – 19:30 Closed 

Friday Dr Wride 08:30 – 18:00 08:45 – 12:30 

 

Surgery times 

 
 Thorverton Silverton 

Monday 15:00 – 17:15 09:00 – 11:45 

Tuesday 07:30 – 11:30 
15:00 – 17:00 

Closed 

Wednesday 09:00 – 11:00 15:00 – 17:45 

Thursday 09:00 – 11:15 
16:00 – 19:00 

Closed 

Friday 15:00 – 17:30 09:00 – 11:30 
 

 

There are no surgeries on Saturday or Sunday, but a doctor will be on call for emergencies only on 0845 6710 270 

 

REPEAT PRESCRIPTIONS (Monday to Friday) – You can request your repeat prescriptions by calling our 

dispensary on 01392 861622, or by using our online repeat prescription request www.exevalleypractice.co.uk. 

Please note that 48 hours notice is required for all repeat prescriptions. 

 

We accept credit\debit card payments for prescriptions 

 

We now operate a home delivery service for housebound registered patients. Please contact us on 01392 860273 for 

more information. 

 

 
 
 
 

http://www.exevalleypractice.co.uk/
mailto:exevalleypractice@nhs.net
http://www.exevalleypractice.co.uk/
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Wyndham House Surgery 

Fore Street, Silverton, EX5 5HZ 

Telephone: 01392 860034 

Outside surgery hours please ring 0845 671 0270 

To access the Emergency Out-of-hours Service 

Fax: 01392 861165 

www.wyndhamhousesurgery.co.uk 

Day/Dr Dr Anthony O’Brien Dr Emma Ziegler Dr Nick Keysell 

Monday 09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

09:00 – 11:30 

14:00 – 16:00 

 

Tuesday 09:00 – 11:30 

14:00 – 16:00 

 09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:00 

Wednesday 09:00 – 11:30 09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:00 

 

Thursday  09:00 – 11:30 09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:00 

Friday 09:00 – 11:30 

14:30 – 16:00 

 09:00 – 11:30 

Please note: The doctors are happy to speak to you on the phone instead of an appointment. Please request this from 

reception when you telephone.  

Surgery hours: Monday - Thurs. 08:30 - 18:00 

Friday 08:30 - 17:00  

Dispensary hours: Monday - Thurs. 09:00 - 12:00 and 14:30 - 18:00 

                    Friday 09:00 - 12:00 and 14:30 - 17:00 

Repeat prescriptions can be ordered online via our website. We now accept credit/debit card payments for prescriptions. 

We also operate a home delivery service for housebound registered patients.  

Please contact our reception or dispensary for more information. 

: OUR NEW WEBSITE WAS LAUNCHED IN JANUARY. IT IS AN INTERACTIVE SITE AS WE ARE KEEN FOR PATIENTS 
TO BE ABLE TO FEED THEIR IDEAS INTO THE SURGERY SO WE CAN CONTINUE TO IMPROVE OUR PROVISION OF 
TOP QUALITY, HOLISTIC, MEDICAL CARE IN OUR RURAL COMMUNITY. PLEASE VISIT THE SITE, PARTICIPATE IN 
THE SURVEYS AND SIGN UP TO THE REGULAR NEWSLETTER.  
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Waste Collection Dates for 2012 
 

a) Recycling and brown bins   b) General refuse 

 

Generally on Mondays unless stated 

April 11
th
 (Wed) and 23

rd
     April 2

nd
, 17

th
 (Tues) and 30

th
 

May 8
th
 (Tues) and 21

st
     May 14

th
 and 28

th
 

June 6
th
 (Wed) and 18

th
     June 12

th
 (Tues) and 25

th
 

July 2
nd

, 16
th
 and 30

th
     July9th and 23

rd
 

August 13
th
 and 28

th
 (Tues)    August 6

th
 and 20

th
 

September 10
th
 and 24

th
     September 3

rd
 and 17

th
 

October 8
th
 and 22

nd
     October 1

st
, 15

th
 and 29

th
 

November 5
th
 and 19

th
     November 12

th
 and 26

th
 

December 3
rd

 and 17
th
     December 10

th
 24

th
 

 

 

Mobile Library  
Thursdays, fortnightly, from 16.05 - 16.50 in the Quarry Car Park by Thorverton Post Office. 

 

April 12
th
 and 26

th
 

May 10
th
 and 24

th
 

June 7
th
 and 21

st
 

July 5
th
 and 19

th
 

August 2
nd

, 16
th
 and 30

th
 

September 13
th
 and 27

th
 

October 11
th
 and 25

th
 

November 8
th
 and 22

nd
 

December 6
th
 and 20

th
 

 

 

Bus Services 
Turner's Tours / Carmel Coaches (bus 678) Mon-Fri. 10.09 from The Berry and the Baptist Chapel.  

Return 13.35 from Exeter bus station, Stand 5. 

 

Stagecoach (service 55B) Mon-Sat (except Bank Holidays)  

To Tiverton: 07.55, 10.10, 12.10, 14.10, 16.12, 17.24 (except Saturdays), 18.12 from The Berry and Broadlands.  

Return from Tiverton bus station: 07.35 (07.40 on Saturdays), 08.45, 10.45, 12.45, 14.45, 15.55 (except Saturdays), 

16.45, 17.45. 

 

To Exeter: 08.00 (08.05 on Saturdays), 09.00, 11.10, 13.10, 15.10, 16.20 (except Saturdays), 17.10, 18.10 from The 

Berry and Broadlands.  

Return from Exeter bus station: 07.30, 09.45, 11.45, 13.45, 15.45, 17.00 (except Saturdays), 17.45  

 

Stagecoach 55 service runs every half-hour in each direction along the Exeter-Tiverton road, stopping at the 

Thorverton turn (the Ruffwell). Please consult Stagecoach 55 Group timetable for details of this service. 

 

Stagecoach free service to Somerfield's, Broadclyst, from Broadlands on Tuesdays 14.00. 

 

Stagecoach offers a variety of concessions for regular commuters, shoppers, children, students and jobseekers as 

well as one-day unlimited-use Explorer tickets. Further details from Stagecoach: 01392 427711 or 01803 664500 or 

www.stagecoachbus.com or www.devon.gov.uk/devonbus. 

 

Devonbus Timetable Information: call Traveline 0871 200 2233 Timetables available at the Post Office 
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Diary 2012 
Please notify FOCUS Editor of additions or changes. 

(Email: focusonthorverton@yahoo.co.uk or phone Neville Lane on 861062) 

 

APRIL 

Mon 2
nd

 Allotment Holders’ AGM, Exeter Inn, 7.30pm 

Mon 2
nd

 Church Festival Planning Meeting at Thorverton Arms at 8.00pm 

Tues 3
rd

  WI Meeting, “Wiltshire Foods”, WI Hut 

Sun 8
th
  SWEGA Grasstrack Racing at Ratcliffe Farm 

Mon 9
th
  Easter Egg Hunt followed by Duck Racing 

Sat 14
th
  Saturday Market at Memorial Hall 9.30-11am 

Wed 18
th
 Thorverton Millenium Green Trust AGM at Exeter Inn at 7.30pm 

Tues 24
th
 Annual Parish Meeting, Memorial Hall, 8pm 

Thurs 26
th
 Arts Exchange, Edge, Campion Cottage, 8.00pm 

Fri 27
th
  Thorverton and District History Society, The Tamar Valley, WI Hut, 7.30pm 

Sat 28
th
              Coffee morning and Market at WI Hut, 10.00-11.00 am 

Sun 29th Family Service Thorverton Parish Church 

Sun 29
th 

 PTFA Car Boot Sale at Thorverton School at 11am 

 

 

MAY 

Tues 1
st
  WI ‘Annual Resolution Meeting’ with exhibition of Royal Memorabilia, WI Hut  

Tues 1
st
  Exeter Singers in concert Thorverton Parish Church at 7.30pm 

Sat 5
th
  Coffee Morning in aid of Exe Valley Practice at W.I. Hut 10.00-12.00pm 

Sat 12
th
  Saturday Market at Memorial Hall 9.30-11am 

Tues 15th -Sat 19
th
   East Devon Arts Festival at Thorverton Church  

Sat 19
th
  Village Jubilee Photograph 

Fri 25
th
 Thorverton and District History Society, Town Houses in Devon and their Continental 

Connections, WI Hut, 7.30pm 

Sat 26
th
            Coffee morning and Market at WI Hut, 10.00-11.00 am 

 

JUNE 

Sun 3
rd

  Free lunch for Senior Citizens 

Mon 4
th
  Street Party followed by BBQ and fireworks 

Sat 9
th 

 Thorverton Country Show at Ratcliffe Farm 

Sun 10
th
  Thorverton Country Show at Ratcliffe Farm 

Tues 12
th
 WI ‘Summer Party’, WI Hut 

Fri 24
th
  Thorverton and District History Society, Guided walk around historic Topsham 

Sat 23
rd

              Coffee morning and Market at WI Hut, 10.00-11.00 am 

 

JULY 

Tues 3
rd

  WI, ‘Exeter Leukaemia Fund’, Speaker from Charity, WI Hut 

 

AUGUST 

Tues 7
th
  WI ‘Journey Across America’ by Marion Crang, WI Hut 

 

SEPTEMBER 

 

Fri 7
th
  Village Organisations’ Showcase at Memorial Hall from 7pm 

 

 

 


