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At the present time Focus is produced each month except one (August) and is assembled by volunteers on the last 

working day of the month. 

 

The Editor welcomes interesting news items, reports etc. for publication. Items for inclusion in Focus should be 

accompanied by the name of the originator, which may be withheld from print if requested. The aims of Focus are: 

 

 To produce a non-political monthly magazine serving the people of the parish of Thorverton, providing 

them with information on activities in the parish; 

 For the magazine to be one that villagers are proud of; 

 To provide a window for those outside Thorverton to see what the village has to offer; 

 To promote local businesses through advertising; and 

 To run at a small annual profit, but with surplus funds put to support village organisations for the benefit of 

Thorverton residents. 

 

Items for publication, adverts, changes to adverts, Diary entries, changes to Thorverton Information lists should be 

sent to the Editor, preferably as plain text in an email, or as a Word doc file or a pdf file email attachment (to 

focusonthorverton@yahoo.co.uk) by the 20
th
 of the month prior to publication please. 

Computer file formats: We prefer plain text files: .ODT files, .DOC files, .RTF files and .WPS files because our 

production team have software that can read such files. BMP and JPEG files are preferred for advertisements and 

pictures. 

 

Advertisements and Notices 

 

Poster Type Advertisements: maximum size is half an A4 page.  Text for advertisements should be prepared as 

near as possible to how it is intended to appear.  Pictures must be supplied as required on the advertisement. 

 

COMMERCIAL ADVERTISEMENTS 

 

The following advertising charges apply: 

 

 Maximum dimensions COST per ENTRY FULL YEAR (11 entries) 

Half page 18.2 cm x 12.2 cm £5.00   £50.00 

Quarter page 8.5 cm x 12.2 cm £2.50   £25.00 

One-eighth page 8.5 cm x 5.8 cm  £1.50   £15.00 

 

LOCAL ORGANISATION and CHARITIES ADVERTISEMENTS 

  COST per ENTRY 

Half page   £3.00 

Quarter or one-eighth page   free of charge 

 

Front Cover: Thorverton in spring, from Lynch Road approach 

 

The opinions and views expressed by contributors within the magazine are not necessarily those of Focus 

producers or of the Focus Committee. 
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Editorial 
 

I was greatly encouraged by the response to the 

questionnaire that we ran recently in Focus and 

which we discussed in some detail at the Focus AGM 

in March.  To my surprise, several people must have 

read my summary in last month’s Focus because they 

have come forward with material this month as a 

positive response to some of the comments made – 

and I have the promise of more to come.   

 

So, this month I am particularly pleased to run an 

article on Michael Lee, our retiring County 

Councillor, which Jane Ristic has written based on an 

interview with him.  I hope that this will be the start 

of a series of articles on local people.  I also carry a 

note by our District Councillor, Bob Deed, on Mid 

Devon matters and a note of days when the flag is to 

be flown on the Green, all triggered by comments 

made in the questionnaire.  Thank you to all who 

have responded in this way. 

 

It may not feel much like spring is in the air yet, but 

the large number of notices of events coming up over 

the next couple of months does indicate that the 

village is awakening after the winter.  I am grateful, 

as always, to those who have provided me with 

information.  There is one drawback, however, in that  

 

 

 

 

 

I have really struggled to keep the content of Focus 

manageable for those who have to collate the 

magazine.  My apologies to them. 

 

At the AGM, we reviewed the finances for Focus and 

agreed that we could afford to invite a further round 

of bids for funding for organisations or individuals 

who need money for the benefit of the village.  I am 

sorry that I have no room in this month’s magazine to 

put this as a notice, so it will be a test of whether 

anyone reads my editorials!  The general guidelines 

are that funding should normally be limited to no 

more than 50% of the cost of any equipment etc 

requested (ie it should at least be match-funded); and 

that account should be taken of the number of 

potential beneficiaries of the funding.  There is also a 

maximum limit on funding.  If you do want to apply 

for funding from Focus please submit your request to 

me at 2 The Glebe, Thorverton, Exeter, EX5 5LS or 

by email to focusonthorverton@yahoo.co.uk. 

 

Wishing you all a good - and warmer – April. 

 

Neville Lane, Editor 
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Letters 
From John Rigbey, once landlord of The Bell Inn 

 

Many years ago (1972 - 1977) I was the 

owner/landlord of the Bell Inn.  I had a framed 

picture - a print of a pen and ink drawing showing the 

three card trick etc on Epsom Downs on Derby 

day. This was in pride of place on the lounge bar 

counter.  It was of no value to anyone except myself 

and to me it had very great sentimental value.  It 

cannot be replaced.  It went missing and I was sad. 

  

I am coming to the end of my life now and would 

like to get it back. Perhaps someone somewhere 

knows of it/where it is and would like to make a fat 

old man happy by returning it. 

  

If you can help, please contact me and I will put you 

in touch with John – Ed. 

 

 

 

From Caroline Bullock of Rewe 

 

I’ve just had to extract some information from 

Thorverton Focus.  Not having a copy, I decided to 

hit the Thorverton website, on the off chance, and 

there are all the Thorverton Focus mags! 

 

Of all the three areas that I am seeking parish mag 

details, and of all the parish mags, Thorverton caps 

the lot by far!  Very good mag, very good website, 

filing etc!  I am really impressed!  It’s great! 

 

Thanks for maintaining the copies of Focus on the 

website are due entirely to Rob Purvis, so thank you 

Rob – Ed. 

 

 

From District Councillor, Bob Deed 

 

55B Bus Service 

  

Readers may have noticed that two 55B services, 

Monday to Saturday, are now run by Dartline instead 

of Stagecoach.  These are the 0755 service from 

Thorverton (departs from Exeter Bus Station at 0730) 

which arrives in Tiverton at 0827 and the 1745 

service from Tiverton arriving in Thorverton at 1810 

hours and at Exeter Bus Station at 1838 hours.  The 

remaining 55B bus services are still run by 

Stagecoach. 

  

I am pleased to confirm that any valid Stagecoach 

ticket is available for travel on these Dartline 

services, including Concessionary Bus Passes on the 

daily evening journey from Tiverton and additionally 

on the 0755 service into Tiverton on a Saturday 

morning.  This arrangement with Stagecoach applies 

only to the Dartline services on route 55B. 

  

 Council Tax Bills 2013/2014 

  

During the week beginning 18
th March householders 

will have received their annual Council Tax Bills.  

Regrettably, an error crept into the calculations on 

every bill that included a Town or Parish precept.  

The effect of the error was to show a figure up to 

£5.00 a year higher than it should be.  You will 

shortly receive amended bills.  I can only apologise, 

on behalf of the Council’s Finance Department, for 

the error. 

  

On the positive side you will have noticed that Mid 

Devon has, for the third consecutive year, not 

increased their Council Tax figure.  Similarly, Devon 

County Council has again not increased their figure.  

Devon and Somerset Fire and Rescue as well as the 

Devon and Cornwall Police have increased their 

charge by 2% in each case.  

  

Whilst many, if not most, people who have to pay 

Council Tax will appreciate MDDC and DCC not 

increasing their charges, there will be a sting in the 

tail.  At the start of the 2014/2015 Council Tax year, 

because MDDC have not increased their charge for 

three years, as at 1
st April 2014 the Council’s tax 

base will be 5% lower than it would have been had 

 tax increases been applied over the three year 

period.  Additionally, the Government’s Support 

Grant to Mid Devon for the period 2014/2015 will be 

some 40% less than for 2011/2012.  Consequently, 

there will be very tough choices to be made by your 

District Councillors in the years ahead in order to 

maintain services with a diminished income. 

 
From Phyllis Langdon 

 

I have copies of Focus going back to the start of the 

magazine, which I no longer have room for.  If 

anyone could provide a good home to the magazines, 

please contact me on 860932. 

 

 

From Alex Fice of Lynch Cottage. 

 

I am putting together a display of old Thorverton 

postcards, pictures and memorabilia for display 

during Church Week (Friday 17
th
 May 4-8pm and 

Saturday 18
th
 May 11am-5pm).  If you have any 

items of interest that you would be prepared to loan 

please contact me on 01392 861136. 
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Thorverton Parish Council   

 

 

Report of the March meeting of the 

Parish Council 
 

  

 
 

Planning Matters 

The following Planning Decisions were noted:- 

(i) Ref12/01437/FULL .Use of land for the siting of a temporary worker’s caravan (log cabin) (Revised 

scheme).Land adjacent to Poole Farm. Approved. 

 

(ii) Ref 12/01691/FULL. Erection of extension and replacement porch. Orchard House, Raddon. Approved. 

 

The following application was considered:- 

(i) Ref 13/00314/FULL. Application to replace extant planning permission 10/00189/FULL (to extend time limit). 

Use of land for the siting of temporary buildings to provide post office and w.c. 

 

Housing Matters 

There was no further significant news.  Please ensure that your name is on the Devon Home Choice Register (see 

further details in last month’s Focus) if you are still in need of lower cost housing. 

 

Highways 

Enquiries were to be made as to how long the “diversion” signs relating to Hulke Lane were to be left in the 

village.   

 

Parish Maintenance 

Watercourses - the (underground) pipe running through Dinneford Meadow has been blocked for some time, 

restricting or completely cutting off the flow of water down the village leats.  Several Cllrs agreed to meet in the 

meadow, to try to find a way to unblock the pipes. 

 

Quarry Car Park – the Council is intending to arrange for the surface of the car park to be improved in the near 

future. It was agreed that quotations should be taken for the planned work, which will involve the compacting of 

the car park surface. 

 

Other Matters 

The April meeting will be the last to be attended by C/Cllr Michael Lee, who will be stepping down after many 

years of public service as both a District and a County Councillor.  C/Cllr Lee has attended Thorverton Parish 

Council meetings very regularly over the past 13 years and his guidance, particularly on highways matters, will be 

greatly missed. 

 

WW1 Memorials Commemorative Project - the Clerk had attended an interesting presentation at the Devon 

Heritage Centre.  If any local groups would like to know more about the project, please contact the Clerk. 

 

The next meeting of the Parish Council will take place on Tuesday, 9
th

 April 2013 at 7.30pm in the 

Memorial Hall. 

 
Jane Lane, Parish Clerk 

 

Telephone: 01392 861062, email:thorvertonclerk@aol.com 
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Thorverton Memorial Hall 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reg. Charity no. 203778 

 

The Memorial Hall AGM was held on Friday 15
th
 

March. The Chairman, Mike Shelton reported that 

during the last year the trustees had worked hard in 

an effort to provide a suitable site for a purpose built 

doctor’s surgery in the hall grounds to replace the 

current surgery. Having overcome legal problems 

that existed with the Church Commissioners from 

whom the land was originally purchased, the project 

was then jeopardised by the weather when the entire 

hall car park, including the proposed site for the new 

surgery, was flooded in the first of a number of heavy 

downpours of rain.  The Environment Agency 

identified the site as being situated on a flood plain.  

The additional flood protection needed would cost at 

least £90,000 which was not available. The Trustees 

have tried to identify alternative sites within the 

confines of the hall grounds but unfortunately the 

Environment Agency considered them also liable to 

flooding, thereby preventing the project from 

proceeding any further. 

 

The Chairman also reported that during the past year 

the hall has been used by a number of local 

organisations including TADS, the recently re-

formed Girl Guides Troop, the Jubilee Committee, 

Mothers and Toddlers, the Thorverton Art Group and 

the Thorverton School.  In addition there have been 

regular evening hirers and a steady flow of bookings 

for parties, weddings and other celebrations. On the 

second Saturday of every month the hall continues to 

run a market, an integral part of which is the ever 

popular Big Breakfast. A number of volunteers help 

with the various aspects of the market and Big 

Breakfast who are not trustees of the hall, and to all 

these volunteers the Chairman expressed a big 

‘Thank You’. 

 

He reported that the hall is in a healthy financial state 

and it is intended that in the current year the trustees 

will embark upon a series of improvements and 

upgrades to the present facilities including better and 

more modern toilets, an enlarged and upgraded 

kitchen, a separate bar, central heating and better 

meeting facilities. The statement of financial 

activities for the year ending 31
st
 December 2012 was 

presented, showing the year’s income as £16,636.28 

and outgoings of £11,281.29, a healthy surplus of 

over £5,000. 

 

The Chairman, Mike Shelton, the Treasurer, Jeff 

Grace and the Secretary, Roger Fieldhouse were all 

re-elected.  David Waldron was unanimously elected 

a trustee. 

 

Saturday Market March Draw results  

    

1
st
 prize: Bottle of wine: Claire Roberts   

2
nd

 prize: Soft toy: Dawn Thompson  

3
rd

 prize:  Mug & Easter egg: Judith Penny 

4
th
 prize:  Chocolates: Dawn Thompson 

 

 

 

Wanted 
Bric-a-Brac for Saturday Market stall 

 
All proceeds from this stall go towards the 

upkeep of the Hall 

 

Contact Peter and Eileen Mason 

860727 
 

 

 
 

The Free Tuesday Shopping Bus 
 

The bus that leaves the village for the supermarket at 

Broadclyst on Tuesday afternoons, will be changing 

the time it leaves here on April 9
th
.  Instead of 2-

00pm, it will now leave at 9-20am. 

 

It picks up at the Thorverton Arms and at the top by 

The Glebe. 

 

Several of the villages that it collects at, will be 

losing it because of lack of takers, it would be such a 

shame if this happens in Thorverton, anyone can use 

it and it is free. You have approx. an hour to shop, 

and you are brought back again, and the driver is 

such an obliging fellow, and will help carry bags for 

you whereever possible. 

 

Please try this service. I am sure you will find it 

helpful. 
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Notice Board  
 

Sylv and Anne’s 

CHATTER CAFÉ 
Returns on 

Monday March 25
th 

 

2-30pm to 4-4/30pm 

Every Monday 

 

(Excluding Bank Holidays) 

 
Tea/Coffee          50p 

Slice of cake       50p 

Meeting others    Free 

Fun /laughter       Free 

Waitress service  Free 

Washing up         Nil 

Yearly party        Free 

 

Can you afford not to come? 

  

Thorverton Church Consort Practices 
In church from 7:45 to 9 p.m. 

Thursdays:- 

April 11th and 18th 

May 2nd, 16th and 30th 

June 20th and 27th 

July (4th – party) 18th 

  

 Thorverton Church Junior Consort 
Practices 
Mondays at school, 3:30 to 4:30 p.m.:- 

April 22nd and 29th 

May 13th and 20th 

June 17th 

July 1st, (4th – party) and 15th        
 

New members always welcome. 

Please contact Mary Thomas, 01392 860730 

 

 

Crediton Parish Church 

Exhibition with Flowers 
‘NATIONAL TREASURES’ 

 
Sat 1

st
 June – Thurs 6

th
 June 10.30am-8pm 

Sun 11am-6pm Thurs 10.30am – 5pm 

 

Free admission, Free Parking, Refreshments 

 

 

TAG  
Thorverton Art Group 

 

FRIDAYS FROM 9:30 

@ THORVERTON MEMORIAL HALL.   
 

New term starts 12
th

 April 

 
NEW MEMBERS VERY WELCOME 

 

TRIAL WEEK FREE - JUST TURN UP! 

 

Thorverton Arts Exchange 
 

At Arts Exchange meetings we share our enthusiasms 

for writing, music, painting, film, craft etc. with one 

another.  Usually there is a theme to our choices, but 

occasionally an individual member will take 

responsibility for a whole evening. 

 

The meetings take place in members' homes on 

Thursdays at 8.00 pm.  Dates and venues: 

18 April: Make 'em laugh at Campion Cottage 

23 May:  Surprise at Cubberley House 

20 June: Departure at Stable House 

18 July:  Movement at Ockero 

12 September: Spring Success at Dinneford Spring 

 

New members are always welcome. For further 

information contact Louise Page or Rob Purvis, 

Campion Cottage 860509. 

 

Mum and Toddlers/Baby Group 
 

Held at the Memorial Hall, Thorverton  

Every Wednesday morning 9.30-11.30  

 

 cost £2.00 
 

 this includes a tea or coffee, a snack for your 

little one, toys, activities and friendly faces!  

 

If you want any further information please call 

Wendy Coles on 01392 860031 (Toddler Rep) 
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Flower arranging workshop 
 

The next workshop will be on  

 

Tues. April 9th - 7.30 - 9 p.m. 

 

at The Thorverton Arms 
 

Please bring:- 

Design 1 

2 or 3 small roses 

mixed bunch of 3 - 5 stems of small headed 

flowers i.e. gypsophila, spray chrysanths or 

spray carnations etc. 

 

Design 2 

Flat based whisky/water clear glass tumbler 

bunch of short cut greenery (small leaves) 

3 med size roses or carnations. 

 

Remember your scissors! 

 

Elspeth Holmes  t: 860535  

email: elspeth@holmes-flowers.co.uk 
 

 

 

Upton Pyne Village Hall 

Saturday 13 April  
2 – 4 p.m. 

 

Books Toys Clothes Bric-a-Brac Bottle 

stall Home-made Cakes & more 

Tea & coffee 

Donations from 10 a.m. CONTACT: 

Dink 841720 or Barbara 841734 
 

 Friends of Upton Pyne ... 

 

 helping to care for our village church and its 

grounds 

 

THORVERTON ARMS  

Charity Quiz Nights 

First Sunday evening each 

month 

7th April  
for Children’s Hospice South West 

5th May 
for British Red Cross  

2nd June  
for Wateraid 

 

Teams of up to 5 
£1 per person to the named charity 

7 for 7.30pm start 

e: info@thethorvertonarms.co.uk 

t: 01392 860205 
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12th Sunnymead Gas-Up 
 

Sunday 12
th

 May 2013 
 

Come along with your vintage machinery. 

This year we are expecting over 30 tractors, 

steam engines (large and small), a steam car, 

classic cars, bikes, stationary engines, etc… 

 

This year’s event is in aid of Devon Air 

Ambulance and Thorverton Surgery. 

 
There will be a bouncy castle, prize draw, tombola, 

bric-a-brac and plant stalls, food and drink. 

 

Come along and support this long running event. 

Entry by donation from 10am onwards. 

 
At Sunnymead, Thorverton, EX5 5PJ 

Tel. (01392) 860317 

 
WANTED : Bric-a-brac or anything that you think might 

sell to raise money for these very worthwhile causes. Give 

us a ring and we will collect, or you can drop items off at 

the above address. 

 

We would also welcome any car boot sellers or stalls. 

Please phone the above number for any enquiries. 

 
About Chatter Cafe 
Chatter Café came about because of two chance 

remarks that were made to yours truly in 2008.  One 

was ‘There is nowhere in the village for 

holidaymakers to have a cup of tea, and the other was 

‘I would love to have a café in the village’ and so it 

that was that in the month of June 2008 Chatter Café 

was born. 

 

I knew that I would that I would be unable to run it 

alone so asked Anne Stamper if she would help, to 

which she kindly agreed. 

 

As intended any monies raised by Chatter Café go to 

helping a local village organisation.  Chatter Café 

was only ever intended to run due the months of June 

and July but those that came had other ideas on the 

matter, and so it was that we ran from June to the end 

of November. 

 

We had a trail month of morning openings in the first 

year but as the times were not as popular as the 

afternoon ones we reverted back to these. 

In the second year we opened from March to 

December and have continued to do so ever since. 

Again this was due to popular request. 

 

At the beginning of December we hold a Christmas 

party for all those who have supported us during the 

year 

 

It was named Chatter Café because it was to be a 

place where folk could chatter over things that were 

important to them, be they frivolous, laughable or 

serious.  Although it was never intended as a place of 

learning I have learnt a lot about Thorverton’s past 

while serving teas at Chatter Café. 

 

Anne and I normally make the cakes that we serve, 

unless yours truly has ran out of time and dashed into 

a shop at the last minute!!   

 

Over the years other ladies have donated cakes to 

Chatter Café and I would like to thank them for their 

kindness. 

 

I would also like to thank June Lee for stepping in 

and helping out if one of us dares to be away on a 

Monday afternoon. 

 

With better weather hopefully approaching we look 

forward to seeing you all again. 

 

Sylv Gregory  
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Coffee morning  
& 

Nearly new sale 
 

Brampford Speke Village Hall 
 

Saturday April 27th 
10am to noon 

 
in aid of St Peter’s Church 

 
Good quality clothing, bedding, 

curtains etc 

 
Items for sale can be delivered to 

Cynthia Street, 5 Croft Cottages 

or phone 841975 for collection 

 
 

 

 

 

 

conducted by Andrew Millington 

 

Baroque Glories 

 

Thursday 23
rd

 May 2013 at 7.30 p.m. 

 

Vivaldi – Gloria;  Pergolesi – Magnificat 

Handel – Chandos Anthem No. 9 : O praise 

the Lord 

 

At the Mint Methodist Church, Fore Street, 

Exeter EX4 3JQ 

 

The programme includes the much-loved Gloria by 

Vivaldi, Handel's Chandos Athem with its echoes of 

the famous Zadok The Priest and the less familiar 

setting of the Magnificat by Pergolesi. 

 

Tickets: £12 unreserved 

On-line: www.exephil.org.uk 

EPC tickets: 01392 499211 

Exeter Visitor Centre & Tickets, Dix's Field: by 

phone or in person – 01392 665885. 
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‘An Evening in the Holy Land’ 

Saturday 13th April 2013 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Revds Julia Dallen and David Carrington will 

share pictures, tales and reflections 

of their study-tour in January of Israel & 

Palestine 

 

7pm - light snacks    7.30pm – start 

 

Bridge Centre 

Stoke Canon  

 

All are very welcome 

 

 
 

 
...to everyone who supported the inaugural 

Friends of Upton Pyne  HOT Supper Club 

evening  in March, including local businesses 

Linscombe Farm Organic Vegetables, Exe Valley 

Farm Shop, Bernaville Nurseries and Culm Valley 

Publishing. We raised a fantastic £525. The next 

HOT Supper Club meeting is on Wednesday 29 

May. For more details or to reserve a place call 

Linda on 841402. 

 

 

Silverton W.I. 
is holding 

a Spring Fair 

 on Saturday 27th April  

 at Silverton Community Hall 

from 10am until 12  
Admission 50p to include coffee or tea. 

 

The Exe Valley Film Society 
 

 

proudly presents: 
 

IL POSTINO (1994) (PG) 
(Italian with subtitles) 

                     
THURSDAY 25th APRIL       7.30 for 8.0pm        

Brampford Speke Village Hall 
 

Director: Michael Radford.  Starring :  Philippe 
Noiret, Massimo Troisi, Maria Cucinotta 

                  
A fisherman helping with postal deliveries on a 
small island befriends an exiled Chilean poet 
and develops a love for poetry which he uses in 
pursuing a woman. A charming film, Italian with 
subtitles.  
            
All welcome – members £1, non-members £5. 
Bring a bottle, a snack if you wish and enjoy the 
friendly, relaxed, candle-lit atmosphere & free 
popcorn!  
Enquiries 01392 840072 
                  

 

 

UFFCULME SHOW 
 

Early May Bank Holiday 

Monday 6th May 2013 
 
  

10.00am to 5.00pm 
 
  

Bridwell Avenue, Uffculme 
(Near Junction 27, M5.)   EX15 3BU 

  

All the fun of the fair and Dog Show 
  

Rides and candyfloss : Hot food & snacks : Classic Cars : Vintage 
Motorbikes : Tractors & Static Engines Welly wanging : Magic shows : 

Climbing wall & a Flight simulator! Trade stands. 
  

Entertainment include a steel band : Taiko drummers : clog dancers : 
majorettes : parade of Hounds : Devon birds of prey :  Ukelele Crazy etc 

  

Entry fee £5.00   Children FREE! 
 (one child per adult, extra children £2.00) 

  

Organised by the Show Committee of 
Exe Valley Rotary Club 

Supporting us to help the community 
  

Show Contact : Rotarian Ken Mills 

Tel: 01398 331482       

E-Mail : kenmills22@talktalk.net 
  

NB: Closing date for Trade Stands entries is Monday 23rd April. 
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Thorverton Church Festival  

Saturday 18th May 
Grand   Street Fair 

Gather at 2 pm in the school playground to take 
part in the  
WALKING CARNIVAL PROCESSION 

Fancy dress essential – choose your own theme! 

Grand Street Fair Opening at 2.30 pm 

followed by Fancy Dress judging  

Grand Draw at 4 pm  

Bouncy castle, soft play for under 5s, barbecue, 
ice cream, skittles, books, music, plants, cakes, 
many other stalls and fun and games ... 
 
All village organisations and individuals 
welcome to join the procession and/or have a 
stall in the street fair. 
 
For further details contact Ed Greed  841231  or  
Allison Toogood  860205 

 

Wednesday evening 22nd May 

WALK TO and SUPPER AT FORTESCUE 
FARM  

All welcome for a walk along the old railway line 
with lovely views and hopefully bluebells, or 
drive straight to the farm later.     Depart 
Thorverton c. 6.00pm.   

Booking essential    Contact Ed & Jilly Greed  
841231      jilly@ladiesinbeef.org.uk 

 

Church Festival Planning Meeting  # 2 

 

Monday April 22
nd

 8.15pm at The 

Thorverton Arms 

 
Please come along to help finalise plans for 
events around the time of the Arts Festival in 
May and also for later in the summer/year. 
 
Contacts   
Ed Greed  841231  and Allison Toogood   860205 

 

East Devon Arts Festival  
at Thorverton Church 
There’s plenty to do to help make this another 
successful and enjoyable event  
As well as offers of help both beforehand and 
during the festival, we need : 

 good quality carrier bags of various sizes 

but big and small especially  

 small paper bags 

 Lucky Dip prizes for the children; under 

4s, older boys and girls -                  small 

items please, not too bulky 

Please put them in the box just inside the 
church door. 
There will soon be a book in church in which you 
can sign up for various tasks 
Contacts: Kershaws 860419 Jean Brown  861176  
 and for the Lucky Dip, Tina Ayre 860434       
 

mailto:jilly@ladiesinbeef.org.uk
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Thorverton Millennium Green Trust 

 

The 13thAnnual General Meeting will be held in the  

Exeter Inn on 

 

Tuesday 16th April 2013 

at 7.30 p.m. 

 

All welcome 

 

This is an opportunity for any suggestions or comments on the Green to be made to the 

Trustees. 
 

www.thorverton.org.uk 

 

 

Improving Broadband Speeds 
Faster broadband connection is and will be of great importance to the community both now and in the years ahead. 

Local businesses; individuals; students; school children – all will benefit from improved broadband speeds.  

 

The Parish Council wishes to bring to residents’ attention the Connecting Devon and Somerset project, set up to 

bring improved and superfast broadband to the counties of Devon and Somerset.  Connecting Devon and 

Somerset (CDS) aims to deliver broadband greater than 2Mbps for all by 2015 and superfast broadband (i.e. 

greater than 24Mbps) to at least 85% of homes and businesses by 2015: and to achieve 100% superfast broadband 

coverage by 2020. A contract for this work was signed with BT on 29
th
 January, and survey work for the project 

will start immediately, with the aim of announcing the first locations to be upgraded this spring. 

 

CDS SURVEY – PLEASE COMPLETE IF YOU CAN 

As a community we need to do all we can to ensure Thorverton isn’t one of the 15% or so of areas that may have to 

wait until 2020 to achieve faster broadband speeds.  

 

The Council believes it would be helpful therefore if as many residents, local businesses and organisations as 

possible complete and return the survey on the CDS website (www.connectingdevonandsomerset.co.uk) as soon as 

they can. Click on “Community and Business Support” once you’ve accessed the site, then click “survey” at the 

bottom of the page and follow through.  This action will help CDS build up a picture of current broadband speeds 

and coverage in the area and help show that there is a strong demand for faster broadband in our community. 

 

If you have any queries about this, Cllr John Spivey (tel 861324) will be happy to help. 

 

Jane Lane, Parish Clerk (tel.861062) 

 

http://www.connectingdevonandsomerset.co.uk/
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Upton Pyne and District Garden Club 

 

Chairman Mrs Pam Keen; Show Secretary Mrs Chris Grundy, tel: 851970 

 

FLOWER SHOW 

  

SATURDAY APRIL 27th 2013 
2.00 to 4.00 pm 

 

Teas and cakes, raffle.     Entries to be staged in the morning between 10.00 and 12.00  

 

SCHEDULE OF CLASSES:  Please read the schedule carefully and make sure that your entries match 

the description. Only one entry in each class except where the class is in two sections. 

 

1. Daffodils or narcissi, 5 cut blooms in a vase, can be mixed 

2. 3 tulips in a vase 

3. Collection of spring flowers in a bowl or vase 

4. One stem each of three different foliage shrubs, maximum width 18” and height 24” 

5. One potted flowering plant - section a indoor, section b outdoor 

6. One flowering head of a rhododendron in a container 

7. Single camellia in a container 

8. Table centre decoration, may include non-plant material, 12” overall 

9. One stem each of three flowering shrubs, maximum width 18 inches and height 24 inches 

10. One stem or branch of a flowering shrub or climber 

11. Spray or small bunch of flowers to be judged for scent 

12. Single stem of an unusual flower not already in other classes 

13. Cactus or succulent  

14. A miniature arrangement, maximum overall size 4.5 inches 

15. Arrangement of fresh flowers in an unusual container 

16. “Spring is in the air” composition in which accessories may be used, maximum size 24”                 

overall 

17. (a) Adult entry - decorated hat or spring bonnet 

(b) Children’s entry - Sci-fi monster out of garden material 

 

HOMECRAFT CLASSES 

 

18.  Bara brith (Welsh fruit loaf), your own recipe  

19 Home-made chutney of any sort 

20 Carrot cake, your own recipe 

21 Children’s entry - 3 rock cakes on a plate 

 

  PHOTOGRAPHY CLASSES 

 

Maximum size of entry A5 - approx. 6 x 8 inches including mount. No framed photos please. 

 

22 Adult - “Water” - any photo on a watery theme 

23 Adult - Snow scene 

  

24  CHILDREN’S ENTRY- a painting or drawing of any plant 
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 Silverton & Thorverton Link up 
 

Voluntary Service Group to both Surgeries in both Villages. 
 

I give below a revised list of LINK-UP drivers for the residents of Silverton and Thorverton:- 
 

John Kiely  861545; Shaun Fitzpatrick 860972;  Eric Newton 860082; Margaret Clough 860971; 

Trish Barron 860401; Ann Sobczak 881121; Doreen Beer 860731; Stephen Roach 861042; Mary 

Smith 861916 
 

The LINK-UP service is designed to take the elderly or disabled into the surgery or to hospitals either in Exeter or 

Tiverton. If you have an appointment you can approach any of the drivers for a lift, giving them as much notice as 

possible. There is no fee for this service but should you wish to make a donation into the LINK-UP funds, your driver 

will be pleased to accept your contribution on the completion of your journey. 
 

For those of you living in Stoke Canon you can obtain a lift to your Health Centre by telephoning Mrs Val King 

on 01392 841580 
 

Stan Chilcott MBE, LINK-UP Co-ordinator. Telephone 860656;  Jenny Roach, Treasurer. Telephone 861042 

 

 

Fursdon House, Cadbury, Devon, EX5 5JS 

 

 

 

 

 

Opening Easter Monday!  
Historic manor house with elegant Jacobean and Regency interior, home of the Fursdon family for 7 

centuries. Local history, family memorabilia and costumes, furniture and paintings on informal tour. 

Stroll in grounds and lovely walled garden. Delicious home baking in the Coach Hall. 

 

House and Garden Opening Dates 2013 

Bank Holiday Mondays and Sundays and Wednesdays in June, July and August 

Grounds open from 2pm to 5pm. Tours of the House at 2.30 and 3.30. 

Delicious cream teas in the Coach Hall 

 

Groups by arrangement. See www.fursdon.co.uk for information or call 01392 860860 

 

Thorverton Post Office & TCT newsagents/stationers 

Quarry Car Park, Lynch Road 

Thorverton   01392 860455 

offering a very wide range of post office services, newspapers, magazines, stationery, posting and packing 

materials, laundry service, photocopying – service with a smile! 

 

Mon – Fri  9.00 – 5.30 (closed 1.00-2.00) Sat  9.00 – 12.00  

Sun 9.00 – 10.30   TCT paper shop only 

 

http://www.fursdon.co.uk/
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Parish Church Services and News 

APRIL 2013 SERVICES & INFORMATION 

The Netherexe Parishes - A Mission Community in the Diocese of Exeter  

 

Sunday 7 April 2013 Easter 1  

 

10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Poltimore   JD 

10:00 am Service of The Word   Stoke Canon  Lay-Led  

11:00 am Joint Service    Thorverton Baptist Church   Baptist Officiant 
   Joint with Parish Church 

11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Rewe                                     Alan Simmonds 

06:30 pm Evening Prayer  [BCP] Cadbury  Lay-Led  

06:30 pm Evening Prayer  [BCP] Newton St Cyres   JD  

 

Sunday 14 April 2013 Sunday Easter 2 
 

08:00 am Holy Communion  [BCP] Thorverton  DD 

09:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Brampford Speke  DC 

10:00 am Service of The Word & APCM       Cadbury     DD 

10:00 am Family Service & Holy Communion   [C] Newton St Cyres     MSS 

10:00 am Service of The Word  Poltimore Lay-Led  

11:15 am Service of The Word  Rewe Lay-Led  

11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Upton Pyne                           JD & Laura Ford 

05:00 pm Holy Communion  [C] Stoke Canon  DC 

06:30 pm Evening Prayer & APCM [BCP] Huxham   DD 

 

 

Sunday 21 April 2013 Easter 3   Mission Community Service, Baptism & Confirmation  
 

11:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Upton Pyne                     The Bishop of Exeter 

Followed by Bring & Share Lunch in Village Hall 

 

Wednesday 24 April 2013  
 

09:30 am Holy Communion  [BCP] Thorverton    

 

 

Sunday 28 April 2013 Easter 4 
 

09:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Huxham             DD 

10:00 am Holy Communion   [C] Cadbury     DC 

10:00 am Holy Communion   [C] Newton St Cyres                    Alan Simmonds 

10:00 am Family Service   ☺ Thorverton   Lay-Led  

10:00 am Holy Communion & APCM [C] Stoke Canon  DD 

10:00 am Service of The Word   Upton Pyne  Lay-Led  

11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Rewe  SS 

12:00 noon Baptism  Brampford Speke  DC 

06:30 pm Evening Prayer   [BCP] Poltimore   DD 

 

 

Sunday 5 May 2013 Easter 5 
 

 

08:00 am Holy Communion [BCP] Newton St Cyres   DD 

10:00 am Service With A Smile   ☺ Brampford Speke    Lay-Led  

10:00 am Holy Communion [C] Poltimore   MSS 

10:00 am Service of The Word & Baptism    Stoke Canon    DC 

10:00 am Holy Communion & Baptism  [C] Thorverton   DD 

11:15 am Holy Communion    [C] Rewe DC 

06:30 pm Evening Prayer  [BCP] Cadbury   DC 

06:30 pm Evening Prayer [BCP] Newton St Cyres  DD 
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Services in the Netherexe Parishes 
Your parish churches aim to provide a variety of service types to meet the needs of the whole community.  Most Sunday 

services except those early in the morning include hymns and music. Everyone is welcome at all services 

 

Service With A Smile  These Family Services are designed for all ages and with the needs  

Brampford Speke & Stoke Canon   of young children especially in mind.  They are informal and 

contemporary 

And Family Service Thorverton &  in style often including a children’s activity at the beginning; without  

Newton St Cyres   communion.  Services usually last about 35 minutes and are followed 

by  

  refreshments. 

 

Holy Communion  [C] Traditional service in contemporary language [one hour] 

Holy Communion  [BCP] Traditional service in traditional language [one hour] 

Service of The Word  [SW]  Morning or Evening Service [without communion] in 

  contemporary language, often Lay-Led 

Morning Prayer  [BCP] Traditional Morning Service [Mattins] from the Book of 

  Common Prayer [about an hour] 

Evening Prayer or [BCP] Traditional Evening Service from the Book of Common 

Choral Evensong  Prayer [about an hour] 

 

Daily Morning & Evening Prayer in the Netherexe Parishes 
 

For daily services the format is generally Book of Common Prayer at Thorverton and Common Worship elsewhere, and the 

timing is about 20-30 minutes.  All are welcome. 

Morning Prayer is said on Mondays at 9.10pm in Stoke Canon church (during the school term, this takes the form of 

Collective Worship for Stoke Canon C. of E. School); on Tuesdays at 9.00am in Stoke Canon Chapel; In Thorverton at 7.30am 

on many weekdays and at 9.00am on Saturdays.  For a list of the days this month on which Morning Prayer will be said at 

Thorverton, please see the notice posted in the church porch at Thorverton and on the website [go to churches section then 

select Thorverton] 

Holy Communion [BCP] is celebrated on one Wednesday in each month at Thorverton at 9.30am; please see service details 

above for this month’s date 

Evening Prayer is said on Tuesdays at 6.00pm in Rewe church and on Thursdays at 5.00pm in Newton St Cyres church. 

 

Variations:   Mon 01 Apr No Morning Prayer at Stoke Canon 

Mon 08 Apr Morning Prayer at Stoke Canon Church [No school assembly] 

 

 Who’s Who …..? Abbreviations Key 

 

DD The Revd  Preb Douglas Dettmer Rector   01392 860332 

SS The Revd  Preb Sue Sheppard  Associate Minister 01392 841284 

JD The Revd  Julia Dallen   Assistant Curate 01392 861145  

DC The Revd  Dave Carrington   Assistant Curate 01392 841275 

 

Family Services of the Word marked ☺ are led by Lay Teams. For more information about the Netherexe Parishes please see 

www.netherexe.org or contact: 

 

Mrs Margaret Lowe [Administrator] 

Tel: 07594 714590 - Tuesday & Thursday [08:30 – 16:30] 

Email: margaret.admin@netherexe.org 

Correspondence:  The Netherexe Parishes, PO Box 734, Stoke Canon, Exeter, EX5 4WP. 

 

In Touch:  Each month we publish details of all church services, events and activities in our information leaflet called “In 

Touch”.  It is free and printed copies can be found in all of our churches but it is also available on-line from our website at 

www.netherexe.org  or if you would prefer to receive a copy by email, simply send your details to our Administrator  

Margaret Lowe at margaret.admin@netherexe.org and you will be added to the monthly email distribution list. 

 

Would you like a lift to church?  May we offer you a lift to the parish church or to a joint service elsewhere?  

For transport to Sunday services  from locations in Thorverton parish, please r ing Steve Rendell on 01392 

860780.   

For transport to weekday Holy Communion at Thorverton please ring Margaret Turner -Warwick on 01392 

861173 

For transport from locations in Newton St Cyres parish please contact Mrs Charlotte Dyer on 01392 851618 

For transport from Rewe parish please contact Guy Sheppard on 01392 841284 

http://www.netherexe.org/
mailto:margaret.admin@netherexe.org
http://www.netherexe.org/
mailto:margaret.admin@netherexe.org
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Parish Letter

More than chocolate? 

In the church year we are now in the season of 

Easter.  When you read this we will just have 

celebrated the great festival of Easter – the most 

important festival in the church year. 

What does Easter mean to you? 

When I think of Easters past I think of hot cross buns, 

family get–togethers, Easter egg hunts in the garden 

and feeling slightly sick through eating too much 

chocolate.  In my memory it is always sunny! 

The Easter of the present is of course quite a busy 

time of year for me and for my clergy colleagues.  

After our Lenten observances we definitely “go up a 

gear” in church over Easter, celebrating the events of 

Palm Sunday, remembering the last Supper and  the 

arrest and crucifixion of Jesus, before rejoicing in his 

resurrection on that glorious first Easter morning.  

But Easter eggs still feature strongly in my Easter of 

the present as I watch young children (and the young 

at heart) search for them in the churchyard after the 

Easter service and –yes – I still eat far too much 

chocolate myself! 

And what about Easter in the future.  Well Easter is 

all about the future of course. It is because of Easter 

that we have a future.  The amazing events we 

celebrate at Easter, the death and resurrection of 

Jesus Christ, mean we are assured of eternal life with 

a God who loves us.  The whole of the Easter 

message is about hope for the future.   

The season of Eastertide lasts until the day of 

Pentecost – which this year will be on Sunday May 

19th.  I hope that throughout this joyous season, long 

after all the chocolate is finished, we may look to the 

future with confidence and hope as we continue to 

celebrate Christ’s resurrection. 

 

Alleluia. Christ is risen!  He is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

 

Easter blessings to you all. 

 

Sue Sheppard 

From the Rev. Peter Ashman 

I wanted to write to thank you and the various 

parishes and communities for hosting my placement 

and making it such a positive experience. 

 

I knew I was coming to something very different 

from St. James, Exeter and the thought of coming to 

ten churches and eight parishes in rural Devon 

clouded my view of what it might be like. It was 

certainly out of my comfort zone, or at least so I 

thought. 

 

In fact the placement was one of the most exciting 

experiences of my curacy, teaching me a lot and 

giving me experiences I would not otherwise have 

had. It was a privilege and a joy to serve the people 

of your Mission Community - they were welcoming, 

kind and generous with their support and with their 

time and patience. I know it was only four weeks and 

I was only able to dip my toe into the many activities 

(though notching up over 400 miles instead of the 

usual 70 a month!) but the people and their faith and 

commitment to the Church were humbling and 

infectious and I gained so much by being with them. 

The heart of the Church of England is in rural 

communities such as yours and I hope they realise 

the effect they have on visitors such as myself. I need 

not have worried about our differences - I have 

learned to focus on our common faith and desire to 

love and serve God - because the heart of any church 

is in the people and they showed me how strong the 

heart was beating. 

 

Thank you to Sue and Dave and Julia for their help 

and support, and to Douglas who organised and 

enabled the placement in such a supportive and 

helpful way and made me feel very much part of the 

team. I particularly enjoyed our theological and 

liturgical and ethical discussions as he guided me 

through this experience. 

 

Netherexe MC holds a special place in my training 

and in my spirituality and I shall never forget this 

placement. 

 

 

 

Annual Meetings  

 

The Meeting of Parishioners elects the 

churchwardens of the parish.  It is open to (i) all 

residents of the parish who are listed as such on a 

register of local government electors, and (ii) non-

residents whose names are on the Church Electoral 

Roll for the parish. 

The Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM) 
immediately following the Meeting of Parishioners is 

open to all members of the Church Electoral Roll for 

the parish.  It chooses representatives for the parish in 

church councils and synods, receives the annual 

accounts of the Parochial Church Council, and 
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reviews the life and work of the local church over the 

preceding year.  Please plan to attend these important 

and informative annual meetings for your parish. 

Brampford Speke – Thursday, April 25 at 7.30pm at 

the Lazy Toad, Brampford Speke 

Cadbury – Sunday, April 14 at 10.30am in the Parish 

Church (following 10am Morning Service) 

Newton St Cyres with Cowley – Wednesday, April 

24 at 7.30pm in the Parish Hall 

Poltimore with Huxham – Sunday, April 14 at 7pm in 

Huxham Church (following 6.30pm Evensong) 

Rewe with Netherexe – Tuesday, April 23 at 6.30pm 

in the Parish Church (following 6pm Evening Prayer) 

Stoke Canon – Sunday, April 28 at 10.45am in the 

Parish Church (following 10am Holy Communion) 

Thorverton – Monday, April 29 at 7.30pm at the 

Thorverton Arms 

Upton Pyne – Tuesday, April 30 at 7.30pm in the 

Village Hall 

 

Church Electoral Roll 
Every six years your church is required to completely 

renew their electoral roll and this is due to be 

completed during 2013.  If you wish to remain on 

your church’s electoral roll would you please 

complete an application form and return it to your 

churchwarden.  The application form was published 

in the March edition of Focus, but can also be 

downloaded from the Netherexe Parishes website at 

www.netherexe.org  please go the “Urgent Notices “ 

section on the home page. 

Margaret Lowe 

Administration Manager for the Netherexe parishes  

 

 

Baptist Church 
Habemus papam - A Baptist's pontifical 

ponderings 
 

On learning the Cardinals' choice I have to admit that 

my first reaction was that I had a message for this 

new Argentine Pope - "Las Malvinas son britanicas!" 

 But I read subsequently that he is on record as 

saying in April 2012 "The Malvinas are ours" and 

referring to British action in the Falkland Islands as 

"usurpation". Already, President Kirchner of 

Argentina has attempted to win the former 

Archbishop of Buenos Aires to her cause.  Given that 

they have often clashed in the past over issues such 

as abortion, the ordination of women and gay 

marriage, this would be something of an unholy 

alliance.  We shall see... 

 

I noticed that two newspapers chose the headline, 

"The Hand of God" to announce the new Pope's 

election - a wry reference to another famous 

Argentine's "la mano de Dios" explanation of how he 

cheated us of a famous victory.  Hmm.  Maybe. 

 

The adoption of the name "Francis" gave rise to 

 much initial media speculation until the new Pope 

confirmed that it was indeed Saint Francis of Assisi 

that had prompted his choice.  The medieval saint 

was born into a wealthy family but renounced riches 

to devote himself to the poor and disadvantaged.  His 

all-inclusive hymn, "All creatures of our God and 

King/Lift up your voice and with us sing", is the first 

in the Baptist hymnal that we still use at the 

Thorverton chapel.  His prayer was often quoted by 

my old headmaster in school assemblies and is 

reproduced at the end of this article.  Pope Francis is 

known for his simple lifestyle and interest in the 

poor.  He has chosen an admirable exemplar. 

 

Given that the new Pope is a Jesuit, I wondered at 

first if his choice of name referred to Saint Francis 

Xavier, one of the original members of the order.  He 

was a great missionary to India, Japan and only his 

death from a fever prevented him from entering 

China.  Catholics consider him to be the patron saint 

of missionary work.  In fact, many Jesuits proved to 

be intrepid missionaries of formidable intellect.  De 

Nobili in India mastered languages and thought 

forms to a remarkable degree, while Ricci in China 

produced works in the Chinese language that, 

incredibly, earned him the admiration of the Chinese 

literati. 

 

The founder of the Jesuit order was Ignatius Loyala, 

who also wrote a prayer often read in my school 

assemblies (see end). Since its inception the order has 

been characterised by its emphasis on education and 

missionary work.  Two recent French presidents, 

Charles de Gaulle and Francois Mitterand, both very 

learned gentlemen, were products of the Jesuit 

educational system. 

 

Baptists were comparatively late in their missionary 

vision.  The Baptist Missionary Society was founded 

in 1782 and the first Baptist missionary, Rev. 

William Carey (known fondly to Baptists as "The 

Father of Modern Missions"), set sail for India a year 

later.  Carey had been a humble shoemaker but later 

became a village pastor.  He pressed earnestly for the 

creation of a missionary society.   

 

His manuscript, "An enquiry into the obligations of 

Christians to use means for the conversion of the 

http://www.netherexe.org/
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heathens in which the religious state of the different 

nations of the world, the success of former 

undertakings, and the practicability of further 

undertakings, are considered" (they were used to long 

titles in those days), together with a moving sermon 

under the headings, "Expect great things from God" 

and "Attempt great things for God", finally 

convinced his fellow-ministers, and the missionary 

society was founded.  It took Carey five months to 

reach India.  He was never to return to his native land 

but spent more than forty years in unremitting toil for 

the peoples of India, notably mastering several 

languages and producing numerous bible translations. 

 On his deathbed he said to a young Scottish 

missionary who was visiting him: "When I am gone, 

say nothing about Dr Carey - speak about Dr Carey's 

Saviour."    This was typical of the humility of the 

man.  Since Carey's time the Baptist Missionary 

Society has gone from strength to strength.  Today it 

has more than 350 mission partners and its website 

informs us that it is "working on four continents and 

involved in church planting, development, disaster 

relief, education, health and media and advocacy."    

 

A concern for the poor, a commitment to education, a 

desire to see the Christian gospel proclaimed 

throughout the whole world in mission - these are 

obviously the priorities of the new Pope, as indeed 

they are for Baptists and Christians of all 

persuasions.  We wish Francis I well. 

 

 

The prayer of Saint Francis of Assisi:                            

                                                                                       

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace.                

Where there is hatred, let me sow love,                       

where there is injury, pardon;                                       

where there is doubt, faith;                                           

where there is despair, hope;                                         

where there is darkness, light;   

where there is sadness, joy.                                            

 

O divine master, grant that I may not so much as seek 

to be consoled, as to console, 

to be understood, as to understand, 

to be loved, as to love. 

For it is in giving that we receive; 

it is in pardoning that we are pardoned; 

it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. 

    

The prayer of Saint Ignatius Loyola: 

Teach us, good Lord,  

to serve thee as thou deservest: 

to give and not to count the cost, 

to fight and not to heed the wounds, 

to toil and not to seek for rest, 

to labour and not to ask for any reward 

save only that of knowing that we do thy will,   

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

Maurice Harrison  
 

Ladies Group 
For the March meeting we were busy making Montee 

Halo Bracelets with help from Marlene Heale.  We 

used beautiful crystal beads and minute seed beads 

which did pop around just like seeds if we weren’t 

careful!  The bracelet took us a great deal of 

concentration to thread, and it was very quiet at 

times!   

 

The next meeting will be on April 11th at Moss Bank 

by the kind invitation of Beryl Grace.  All meetings 

start at 7.30 p.m. 

Elspeth Holmes 

 
East Devon Arts Festival at 
Thorverton Church  

    

May 14th – 18th 2013 

  
Planning has already begun for this year’s festival. If 

you’d like to enter your art or craft work, offer to 

help in advance or during the festival itself in any 

way, please contact Heather and Royston Kershaw 

860419, Jean Brown 861176 or e–mail  

eastdevonarts@aol.com  

  

There are so many ways in which you can help to 

make this a successful and enjoyable event for our 

church and community. We look forward to 

welcoming you aboard! 

 

Women’s Institute 
For our meeting on March 5

th
, which was an 

afternoon one, we all brought something which we 

were making or had made in the past. 

 

We enjoyed discussing our various hobbies and crafts 

and saw that everyone has a talent, never two people 

exactly the same.  Whatever our age we can always 

learn how to engage in something new.  A really 

successful afternoon meeting. 

 

As a footnote, our team which took part in the WI 

Devon County Quiz came third in the first round.  

There were seventeen teams, quite tough questions 

and precise answers were required, so we felt really 

pleased with the result. 

 

Doreen Beer 

mailto:eastdevonarts@aol.com
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Mid Devon District Council 
As reported in last month’s Focus, readers would 

appreciate reports on activity at Mid Devon District 

Council (MDDC). I thought it would be useful to 

give the background to the Council’s structure and 

responsibilities, as well as, in due course, regular 

updates on current issues. 

 

The District Council was created in 1974, under an 

overhaul of Local Authority (LA) structures across 

the country and in Devon we had a two tier LA 

arrangement.  This arrangement is still substantially 

in place, although both Torbay and Plymouth are 

now Unitary Authorities and Devon County Council 

(DCC) has responsibility for the remainder of Devon.  

In effect Torbay and Plymouth are responsible for all 

of the services, within their areas, that DCC and the 

Districts provide.  A few years ago it was suggested 

that the area covered by Devon CC should become a 

Unitary Authority and the two tier LA arrangement 

should cease.  This would have meant the end for 

Exeter City Council and the District Councils, within 

Devon, including Mid Devon.  The move was 

rejected. 

 

Devon CC is responsible for services such as 

Education, Roads, Libraries, Public Health and 

Transport. 

 

MDDC, on the other hand, is responsible for Council 

Housing, Planning & Building Control,  Economic 

Development & Regeneration, an ever growing 

number of Welfare Payments (Housing Benefit, 

Council Tax benefit, etc.), Leisure, Health (including 

Water and Air Quality, Food Hygiene, Noise & Pest 

control, etc.),  Open Spaces & Cemeteries, 

Emergency Planning, Refuse & Recycling, Street 

Cleaning, Licensing (Taxis and Licenced Premises), 

and Community & Business Development.  This is 

not an exhaustive list.   

 

The Council is structured to undertake its 

responsibilities through the following Departments - 

Planning & Regeneration;  Finance;  ICT;  Housing 

& Property Services;  Human Resources & 

Development;   

 

 

Environmental Services;  Communities & 

Governance; and last but very importantly – 

Customer Services – they are the people you talk to 

first, when you dial 01844 255255. 

 

Mid Devon has 42 elected District Councillors 

representing 24 Wards.  The political split is 24 

Conservative, 6 Liberal Democrat, 1 Liberal and 11 

Independent Members. 

 

Decision making, by the Councillors, is through a 

Cabinet arrangement and supported by a number of 

Policy Decision Groups and Operational Committees. 

 

There are seven Members of the Cabinet as follows:-  

Leader - Cllr Peter Hare-Scott;  Deputy Leader and 

Environment -  Cllr Ray Radford;  Community Well 

Being -  Cllr Bob Deed;   Finance - Cllr Neal Davey;  

Housing -  Cllr Ray Stanley;  Planning and Economic 

Regeneration -  Cllr Richard Chesterton; and 

Working Environment and Support Services - Cllr 

Clive Eginton.   

 

The three Policy Development Groups are for 

Community Well Being;  Decent & Affordable 

Housing;  and Managing the Environment.  

Supporting Committees are Audit;  Planning;  

Licensing;  Regulatory;  and keeping an eye on all of 

us, Scrutiny. 

 

Of course, the local press and television, keep the 

public abreast of topical issues – the upgrading of 

Lords Meadow Leisure Centre;   the future of the 

Tiverton Tourist Information Centre;  the use, or 

more correctly, the attempted non-use, of 

apostrophes, the effectiveness of Waste Collection;  

etc. 

I will tackle some of the issues next month.  If 

readers have any particular topics that they would 

like me to expand on, then please let the Editor or me 

know.  

 

Cllr Bob Deed  

01392 861258  

Email  -  bdeed@middevon.gov.uk 

 

Thorverton Country Show 
 

 

 

 

 

 

We would like to say a very big “thank you” to 

everyone who turned out for the Easter Bingo on 19
th
 

March.  We thoroughly enjoyed the evening and 

hope you all did too – it was great to see so many of 

you leaving laden with Easter Eggs.  We are looking 

forward to organising another bingo evening soon, 

and other fun events, so watch this space… 

 

In the meantime we are turning our attention to the 

Family Fun Day planned for 8
th
 June at the Memorial 

Hall (yes, it was originally advertised as 15
th
 but we 

have changed the date at the request of the Memorial 

Hall).  There will be lots of activities for the whole 

mailto:bdeed@middevon.gov.uk
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family, including a climbing wall, children’s 

entertainment, fun run, dance workshops, Family 

Dog Show, Homecraft competition and much more - 

with free entry.  As the new date coincides with the 

Saturday market date we are incorporating an 

outdoor market and inviting local crafters and traders 

to have a stall at very competitive rates.     

 

We would also like to invite local voluntary and 

community organisations to take part in the Fun Day 

and run an activity or stall to raise funds for their 

own organisation in return for a small donation to the 

Thorverton Country Show.   

 

If you are interested in being involved in the 

organisation of the Fun Day or having a stall or 

activity, or for further information please contact 

Caroline Taverner on 01392 860069 or see our 

website at www.thorvertoncountryshow.co.uk.  We 

look forward to hearing from you.  We are also 

interested in hearing your views on the Show, Fun 

Day and any other events organised by the 

Thorverton Country Show committee so please take 

the time to tell us what you think.  The committee 

members are Claire Heaven-Roberts, Ian Pile, Anji 

Hartnell-Todd, Ricki Hartnell-Todd, Abby Ford, 

Donna Hodge, John Hodge, Alan Hannaford, Diana 

Mason (Chair) and Caroline Taverner (Secretary). 

 

Caroline Taverner 

 

TADS 
10 of us met at the Exeter Inn earlier in March for a 

play reading evening. We read 2 of James Muirden's 

recent 1 act plays, "Open Garden" and "Appointment 

to View ", and were lucky to have James present to 

ask about the writing process. (it would have been 

fun to have been able to ask Shakespeare similar 

questions! For example: "Did you base Lady 

Macbeth on anyone you knew?") Everyone who 

wants to read, gets a chance to read several 

characters.  The next evening will be on Thursday 11 

April, 7.45pm at the Exeter Inn , when Simon and 

Sheena will be taking the evening. All welcome, - 

you need not be TADS members. (as well as 

Thorvertonians we usually have people from Rewe, 

Cadbury and other distant parts.) This is just for 

interest, not a prelude to a production.  

 

If you would like any more information contact Colin 

Marshall, Simon and Mary Ette, or any TADS 

member. 

 

Mary Ette 

 

TARTS 
 

Thorverton Amblers Ramblers  

and Trampers 
 

 

 

The Exe Valley Way continued: 

 

Tiverton to Bampton – 2
nd

 March. 

 

This section of the Exe Valley Way had only two 

fields to walk through as we left the houses of Higher 

Loughborough, on the edge of Tiverton, behind us. 

No mud to slip, slide and fall into as happened on the 

previous section from Bickleigh to Tiverton on 16
th
 

February. 

 

Weather conditions were dry and cool as we made 

our way along quiet lanes arriving at Washfield Weir 

for our coffee break. Access to the weir is through a 

gap in the hedge and where Scrumpy dog decided to 

have a swim. A heron flew up; it must be good for 

fishing here, as we saw a heron at the same spot 

when we did the reccy. We continued the walk and on 

arriving at Cove, had lunch at Cove Bridge over the 

Exe. We were then fuelled up for the walk up and up 

until along the top we were walking above 

Holmingham old slate quarry. From here it’s down to 

Halfpenny Bridge, cross the A396 and the final 

section of lanes to Bampton. We arrived at Bampton 

with an hour to spare before the 14.17 bus arrived. In 

true TARTS fashion we had a drink in the affable 

Swan pub across the road from the bus stop. The 

Beacon bus service is very good for getting you back 

to Tiverton bus station.       

 

Bampton to Brushford -16
th
 March 

 

We drove to Bampton and took a leisurely walk to 

Exebridge, where we had lunch in the excellent 

Anchor Inn. It was Jennys birthday and to celebrate 

she bought a bottle of wonderful champagne from the 

local Yearlstone Vineyard – highly recommended. 

 

After lunch we continued on to Brushford and were 

in excellent time for the bus back to Bampton. 

 

We had been so lucky with the weather, which was 

generally dry, and the views across Exmoor – we 

were caught in a very heavy hailstorm on the drive 

back which made us even more grateful for the dry 

weather on the walk. 

 

http://www.thorvertoncountryshow.co.uk/
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Future walks and events 

 

Saturday 6th April - Brushford to Hawkridge, 7 miles 

led by Jenny. 

 

Saturday 20th April - Hawkridge to Exford, 8 miles 

led by Graeme. 

 

Saturday 4th May - Exford to Simonsbath approx 6 

miles led by Ann P. 

 

Saturday 25th May - Simonsbath to Exe Head, 

approximately 4 miles led by me. 

 

All walks meet opposite the church at 0930, and are 

suitable for dogs unless otherwise stated. Shorter 

walks are usually 4 – 6 miles in length and longer 

walks 6 – 9 miles, however precise details of each 

walk (length, gradient, lunch information etc) will be 

displayed approximately a week before the walk in 

the Old Post Office Window and on the village notice 

board. If you would like to be included on the email 

list contact Caroline (861002) or Graeme (860203). 

 

Caroline Prince 

 

The Friends of Wyndham House 
Surgery - What do we do? 
 

As the new Treasurer of the Friends, I thought it may 

be interesting for you all to learn a little about what 

we do, and what it all costs. 

 

We finance a number of projects providing regular 

ongoing health based services to the local 

community. 

 

One of the oldest is the “Over 70’s Project” which 

provides regular visits by trained nursing staff to 

those who would probably not get into the surgery 

easily for treatment, or perhaps not see another living 

soul for weeks at a time.  We would like to extend 

this service to people with disabilities if we can raise 

the finance. 

 

The next greatest expenditure is “Bertie” an 

invaluable home delivery service of prescriptions for 

those who are unable to collect them. 

 

Additionally we subsidise the Link Up service whose 

volunteer drivers, for a realistic donation towards 

their costs, take patients into Hospital and can wait 

while they attend their appointment and bring them 

home. 

 

We also provide a number of classes including the 

Men’s and Ladies Fitness, Balance Classes, Healthy 

Lifestyle Sessions for “pre-diabetics” and Basic Life 

Support Training. 

 

The cost of these projects has averaged over £25,000 

per year, but in addition we also provide items for the 

Surgery and for local patients that are not available 

through the NHS, and this included paying to set up 

the Surgery website.  The cost of this varies 

considerably, but has averaged just under £5,000 per 

year, giving a total expenditure for the benefit of the 

local community of around £30,000 each year. 

 

Some ten years ago the Friends benefitted from a 

very generous legacy, and the net worth of Friends 

assets at the last set of accounts was in the region of 

£400,000, but regular income levels derived from this 

investment are only about £12,000, to which can be 

added any donations, legacies and the proceeds of 

any fund raising, but the end result still shows a 

significant excess of expenditure over income. 

 

As Treasurer I am involved in a review to try to 

“sweat the assets” and improve the income generated 

from them, and to review our expenditures, but it is 

clear that, with current commitments, the Charity will 

only have a life of about another 15 years unless 

some changes are made. 

 

At a recent meeting the committee decided that it 

would be essential to conserve the capital 

investments and use only the income to cover 

expenditure, so the the Friends could carry on 

providing these useful services for a long time into 

the future, perhaps in perpetuity, and is currently 

reviewing all it’s projects, and also it’s fund raising 

activity to this end. 

 

Any feedback from the users of the surgery and of 

the Friends services would be gratefully received, as 

would any donations, payable to “The Friends of 

Wyndham House Surgery” which can be dropped off 

at the surgery or  posted to The Treasurer for the 

Friends, c/o Wyndham House Surgery, Silverton, 

Exeter EX5 4HZ.  If you are in a position to make a 

donation, please remember that as long as you pay an 

equivalent amount of tax and complete a “gift aid” 

declaration, either available from the surgery or we 

can post one to you, then the Friends can reclaim 25p 

of tax on every £1 that you donate.  There are two 

forms, one for single donations and another for past, 

present and future donations, the latter for those who 

wish to make regular or post-dated gifts. 

 

My personal target would be to try to maintain 

existing services, but at a cost which achieves a 

revenue neutral position where we could utilise the 
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income from investment to fund regular 

commitments, with fund-raising and donations in one 

year providing the discretionary spending in the 

following financial year. 

 

Cliff Jones, Treasurer 

The Friends of Wyndham House Surgery 

 
 

Garden Club 
 

On Monday 18
th
 March we had a delightful talk 

given by Chris and Judy Yates which was 

accompanied by a very colourful display of slides 

from some of the gardens they have established – 

their basic motto always being let there be as little 

lawn as possible – flowers and shrubs reign supreme!  

The talk was entitled “Confessions of a Plantaholic” 

and what wonderful gardens they have created during 

the 37 years they have been together.  We were taken 

right through the alphabet from A for Astrantia, 

through L for Lavender (for which they have the 

National Collection Holder Certificate) to Z  for 

Zantedeschia.  The talk was amusing, witty, very 

informative and inspiring.  Chris has a particular love 

for daffodils and narcissus for which he also hold 

awards and although he had promised Judy not to 

show too many pictures of these particular plants did 

manage to sneak quite a few into the slide show! 

It was a lovely evening and we all hope they will 

return again for a further talk. 

 

Our next meeting will be on the 15
th
 April when we 

will be holding an informal flower arranging evening 

with advisors present, both professional and amateur 

(but nevertheless very experienced).  All are 

welcome and will be able to wander around the 

various tables where arrangements are being made to 

ask questions and hopefully pick up some useful 

information. 

 

On Saturday 27
th
 April we will be holding our annual 

Flower Show at Upton Pyne starting at 2pm.  Again 

all are welcome so do come along as it is always a 

very enjoyable afternoon complete with refreshments 

with plenty of delicious homemade cakes. 

 

New members are always welcome and if anyone 

would like more details then please do give me a ring 

on 861 205. 

 

Ros Rowlerson 

News from Thorverton Post 
Office 
A recent analysis of your usage of Thorverton Post 

Office in terms of the income generated showed:  

53% stamps/mails, 22% personal banking, 

10% benefits (pensions payments etc), 8% 

bill payments, 3% business banking, 2% 

foreign travel, 2%etop-ups 

So please keep posting those parcels and letters and 

also use the post office as a bank as much as you can. 

All the major banks have ordinary current accounts 

that can be accessed for cash withdrawals at the post 

office, except for Santander and HSBC and we hear 

that HSBC account holders will be able to withdraw 

cash, make cash and cheque deposits, and get a 

balance from 8th May. Some banks also allow cash 

deposits, some allow cheque deposits and most will 

give an account balance print-out. Do come in with 

your card and find out what you can do. 

 

 Are you posting safely? 

Many everyday items, such as aerosols, nail varnish 

and perfumes are considered dangerous goods under 

transport legislation. You are responsible for 

checking whether or not an item is prohibited or 

restricted when posting through Royal Mail or 

Parcelforce. There are full lists of prohibited and 

restricted items on the royal mail website: 

www.royalmail.com/prohibitedgoods and we have a 

copy of these in the post office. The list for 

international postage was amended in January 2013, 

and we have a useful leaflet available at the post 

office. The UK list is due to change in July 2013.  

 

 Royal Mail price and product changes from 

2
nd

 April 

The good news is that some prices are not changing 

including 1
st
 and 2

nd
 class stamps for standard and 

large letters. Also, there are some new services from 

Royal Mail, including pricing for parcels that takes 

into account different sizes as well as weight: 

Small parcel limits:   Length 45 cm  

Width 35 cm  Depth 8 cm    Weight 2 kg * 

Medium parcel limits:  Length 61 cm  Width 46 cm  

Depth 46 cm  Weight 20 kg * 

Large parcel limits:  

Length 1.5m and 3m length and girth combined.  

Weight 30 kg. Large parcels can only be sent by 

Parcelforce Worldwide. 

Parcelforce Worldwide services are still available 

across all size ranges, and are priced on weight alone. 

Parcelforce Worldwide express48 remains the most 

cost effective service for parcels over 2kg. 
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*  There are two exceptions – for cubes and 

tubes!  

A small item that would fit inside a cube of 

edge 16 cm is also counted as a small parcel 

as long as it weighs less than 2 kg. A tube up 

to 90 cm long is counted as a medium parcel 

if its length + 2x its diameter does not exceed 

104 cm and it weighs up to 20 kg. 

 

Nothing’s straightforward, but I hope it’s clear! 

 

Allison Toogood, Sub-postmaster 

 

Fursdon House 
 

I hope that villagers will be aware that Fursdon 

House is open on Easter Monday and other Bank 

Holiday Mondays; and on Sundays and Wednesdays 

in June, July and August from 2pm to 5pm, with tours 

of the House at 2.30 and 3.30.  You may be interested 

to read a little of the background to the House – Ed. 

 

Fursdon is a traditional farming estate of about 750 

acres consisting of arable, pastureland, parkland, 

orchards and woodland in the heart of the Devon 

countryside and right on your doorstep, being 2 miles 

from Thorverton. At the heart of the estate sits the 

lovely manor house, which faces south with 

spectacular views over the surrounding countryside 

and to far away Dartmoor. It has the look of a 

Georgian Mansion, which belies its origins as a more 

modest timber framed dwelling.  

The Fursdon family has lived here since 1259, when 

Walter de Fursdon first came to make this beautiful 

piece of Devon his home. To put that date into 

context, Fursdons were here when Chaucer wrote the 

Canterbury tales, when Drake defeated the Spanish 

Armada and when Columbus discovered America. 

23 generations have lived here and there have been 

some memorable custodians over the last 750 years. 

During the Civil War Grace Fursdon, a war widow, 

kept the fortunes of the family on track as a money 

lender, giving money to the Royalist cause, while 

George Fursdon married an heiress and together they 

made considerable alterations to the house in the 

1730s, hence the Georgian façade. The 18
th
 Century 

was very much Fursdon’s heyday – good marriages 

were made, the house and estate grew and George’s 

son, also George, became High Sheriff and Deputy 

Lieutenant of Devon, an achievement which was 

repeated 253 years later when David, the present 

owner, held the same office.  

The last substantial addition to the house was in 1815 

when the library wing was added so that (another!) 

George Fursdon could house his collection of books 

and create a room for entertaining and dancing. After 

this period family fortunes began to decline and some 

less sound business and personal decisions resulted in 

the leaching of money from the estate. Family 

fortunes were not helped by the outbreak of the First 

World War and the house and estate began to fall into 

a state of disrepair. 

John Fursdon took over the estate during the Second 

World War as a 19 year old with limited funds and 

death duties to pay. This was a difficult time and the 

size of the estate was reduced by selling off some 

properties to raise much needed money. The house 

was let for a period of time before John and his wife 

came back to live at Fursdon and soon after they 

started the holiday accommodation in two wings of 

the house. 

Having no children, John handed over Fursdon to his 

nephew, David and his wife Catriona, in 1979. Their 

three sons were the first children to have been 

brought up at Fursdon for 180 years. David and 

Catriona set about a period of renovation and 

restoration of the house and gardens, which continues 

to this day.  

The house opened to visitors in August 1982 and a 

visitor reception and tea room was created out of the 

Coach Hall, which now doubles as a meeting place 

for the Cadbury community. The gardens have been a 

labour of love and three years ago were accepted into 

the National Gardens Scheme of gardens which open 

for charity on set dates each year. 

Throughout Fursdon’s history, farming has been at its 

core and remains so today. 
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Recipe  
TASTY GREENS! 

 

Cabbage, kale, and spring greens are in season and 

cheap at this time of year. Here’s a simple way to 

make them more appealing or just for a change. 

 

Ingredients 

Greens 

A medium sized onion 

Chopped rasher or two of bacon 

Pinch of nutmeg 

A little butter/oil to fry 

 

Method 

Fry onion in a large saucepan.  

Add the chopped bacon pieces [quite alright if it’s a 

bit fatty as the cooking will melt the fat and then can 

be strained off at the end for a healthier option]. 

Add a pinch of nutmeg. 

Add the shredded green vegetables, put lid on the 

saucepan and gently cook for 15-20 mins depending 

on the vegetable, stirring occasionally to mix the 

bacon and onion in. 

 

from Sustainable Crediton 

  

Poetry 
Dance with the Daffodils 

 

Laugh with the sunshine, 

Be grateful for the rain, 

Smile at the primroses 

Along the country lane; 

Sing with the birdsong 

As it echoes from each tree 

Enjoy all nature’s blessings 

So abundant and all free. 

Stroll beside the rippling stream, 

Breathe the perfume of the rose; 

Stop awhile and gaze thereon, 

Feel poetry and prose, 

Maybe you will be inspired 

To write some verse perchance 

And when their springtime gold appears, 

With the daffodils – just dance! 

Doreen Beer 
 

 
 

Rainfall Record 
In last month’s Focus, I included a rainfall chart for 

Thorverton over the past four years.  I have since 

received further data going back to the start of 2004, 

which I will be drawing from in future editions, and 

also records for the period 1946 to 1966 (although 

Tony Vooght, who provided me with this is not sure 

where the rain gauge was situated from which these 

older recordings were taken). 

 

The average annual rainfall from 1946-66 was 

840mm (33”).  This compares with an average over 

the past nine years of 1019mm (40.1”). Tony’s 

records confirm the wetness of 2012 (1480mm for 

that year).  Looking at the period since 2004, Tony’s 

records show that the wettest single day was 7
th
 June 

2009 when 76.5mm (3”) rain fell in a single day.  

Wet though this was, it is far short of the 372mm 

(14.65”) that fell on Seathwaite in the Lake District 

on one day in November 2009. 

 

Recordings taken by Gus Christianson show that 

February 2013 was a relatively dry month with as 

many as 15 days free from any rainfall, 12 of these 

between 16 and 28 February.  The only precipitation 

during this spell was a light snow on February 24
th
.  

He tells me that he melts the snow to measure the 

precipitation.  Overall rainfall for the month was just 

51.2mm, much lower than most years although far 

higher than February 2012 which was exceptionally 

dry.  So far in March, we had received just 38.4mm 

of rain up to the 19
th
, so another relatively dry month.  

However, as I finalise Focus, I do so on the back of 

three very wet days, which will almost certainly have 

tipped the balance again! 

 

I Don’t Believe It 
I appreciate coalition government may be tricky, but 

it seems few proposals over the last year or so have 

been properly thought through. Even I could see a 

multitude of problems with the spare bedroom 

tax/subsidy! There must surely be a simpler and less 

draconian way of releasing under occupied rented 

housing stock. Eight subsidised bars at the office are 

clearly having a detrimental effect on the brain cell 

and the 1p reduction in beer tax can only cloud the 

issues. 

 

The almost unanimous vote by Falkland Islanders to 

keep the Union Flag flying has reignited the anger of 

the Chargossians. It seems we were less keen on self-

determination in the 60’s and 70’s, expelling some 

2,000 inhabitants from Diego Garcia to provide a US 

military base on the British Indian Ocean Territory. 

 

             Commentator 
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Church Week Refreshment 2013 
 

It’s that time of year again when we ask for your kind 

generosity and support in our quest to raise money 

for our beautiful church. The refreshment team relies 

totally on donations, and over the past two years we 

have realized that to make the “restaurant” run 

smoothly we need to do our own shopping whenever 

possible, this allows us to shop around for bargains 

and buy when things are on special offer. That 

doesn’t mean we will refuse anything that is offered, 

on the contrary….we are grateful for your support in 

anyway shape or form.  

 

We have kind sponsors for many of our large items 

and there are offers coming in already. Over the years 

we have asked our families, friends and 

Thorvertonians to dig deep into their pockets to give 

us a donation towards our shopping list. However we 

are aware of the economic climate and realize that 

money is tight for many. I know only too well how 

hard the recession has hit, but if we can all pull 

together I am sure we can raise enough to cover our 

shopping list so that every penny we raise in the 

“restaurant” goes straight to church funds. Our teams 

are all volunteers and never cease to amaze us! From 

the early morning prep team, to the tidy up and 

closedown crew they all give their time freely to raise 

money for the church. So…. If you feel you can offer 

us a donation please either drop a donation in to 

Mary Thomas, Jean Brown or Royston Kershaw in 

an envelope clearly marked “Refreshment Team” or 

call Anji Hartnell~Todd on 07925 429235 or Mary 

Thomas on 01392 860730 and we will arrange to 

collect it from you. 

 

Now… is there anyone who would be so kind as to 

bake us a cake, or provide us with a dessert?? You 

would be amazed how many we use, and the more 

we have the more we can sell, the more we sell, the 

more money we can raise xxx And then … there’s 

the staff rota… is there anyone who would like to 

join our happy band of volunteers?? Ours is an equal 

opportunity team, no sex discrimination, or age 

restriction!! Aprons and rubber gloves provided!! and 

good promotional prospects. Please, please… contact 

one of us as soon as possible. 

 

Mary Thomas, 1 The Glebe, or myself, Anji 

Hartnell~Todd, Tweedmuir, Milford Lane.  

 

Family commitments are still occupying much of my 

time, but I am only a phone call away… if you don’t 

get me, leave a message and I will call you back 

ASAP 

 

I can’t tell you how much I am looking forward to 

being behind the counter again, sharing lively banter 

with the customers and team.  

 

Please do what you can to support our fund raising, 

without your kind generosity we could not raise 

money to support our beautiful church. 

 

Thank you so much, love Anji xxx 

 

Anji Hartnell~Todd & Mary Thomas 

 

 

Proof of a cold winter? - Dinneford Glacier      photo by John Spivey 
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Focus On Michael Lee 
One of the suggestions made in response to the recent Focus questionnaire was that we run a series of articles on 

local people.  Although not a Thorverton resident, Michael Lee has a very strong connection with the village 

having been our County Councillor for many years now.  As Michael is retiring from that role this spring, I felt that 

it would be timely to ask Jane Ristic to interview him for Focus - Ed. 

 

Michael Lee is retiring from his duties as our County Councillor with twenty-four years of local government 

service to his credit. I was sent along to interview him to mark the occasion. However, the imposing entrance to his 

house shelters a modest man so there will be few details of his achievements here.  

 

To my first question - “What made you go 

into politics?” he replies, “My sons were 

coming home to the farm and they wanted to 

get rid of the old man.” Twinkle. He turns 

serious and my pen is poised expectantly for 

the real, politically worthy, reason. Well. He 

continues conversationally, “Us Lees have 

always been noticeably nosy… I had an uncle 

in property who would always open doors to 

have a look in. So it wasn’t because I thought 

I could do better than local government but 

because I was nosy. I wanted to know why 

they did it that way. Sometimes it was quite 

logical..” 

 

When he first entered politics in 1989 

meetings could last for eight or nine hours. I 

ask him how, working as a farmer, he managed that. He looks at me evenly. “A mechanism of falling asleep.” I 

look back doubtfully. “The records will prove it. You could even watch me on the webcast!” Twinkle.  

 

To my second question - “Have you achieved your aims?” there would already appear to be no hope of a proper 

answer. He will admit to working hard on improving local schools; Bow, the previously thatched Cheriton 

Fitzpaine, Landscore, Thorverton, Bickleigh. “Bow School - I went on and on and on and I think they gave in to 

shut me up.” Twinkle. Some of the improvements were financed by the sale of the airport and Michael reckons he 

got more than his fair share which helped Landscore School. That must have required some machinations.  

 

He has also kept an especial eye on County farms. I didn’t know there were any so I learn that land was provided 

for returning troops when the first world war ended. There were 700 farms of 20-25 acres. Today there are 85 farms 

on 95% of the land which makes Michael happy as he reflects on those Counties which have sold theirs on for the 

profit. And that was that on the political front. Oh, and he finds Thorverton a very friendly lot.  

 

We drink our tea and he confesses that he’s not really looking forward to his evening’s engagement at Sandford. 

There’s to be a bit of a ’do’. He’s not sure what exactly and can‘t really understand what all the bother is about. “I 

have simply tried to respond to people’s requests as much as possible and hope I have done. That’s all.  And now 

I’m a hero!” Twinkle. I know what he means. People interviewing him, plaudits from all sides, what’s a modest 

man to do? 

 

Muck out the bullocks of course. I think he was joking but we went up to have a look at them anyway. The 

bullocks are fed up with the weather and want to go out. They will have to wait another week or so. They shift 

restlessly up to us and Michael fingers a number tag. “Look at this, number 513680. It seems a long time ago that 

they had names.” We recalled some of our favourites such as Buttercup, Ruby. 

 

“You couldn’t give a name to all these.” I said.  

“No.” Michael pauses thoughtfully before adding “I used to name the cows after my girlfriends.” Twinkle. 
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My third question, “What, if anything, do you regret 

not achieving?” didn’t get asked. I requested perhaps 

an anecdote instead? He eventually recalled the time 

when he was Vice Chairman of the County Council. 

A hitherto unmentioned fact, I might add. He was 

attending a meeting of Dartmoor farmers and used 

his official car, a chauffeured Jag, to journey there. 

On his arrival the gathered farmers eyed the car 

curiously wondering which grand personage was 

turning up. Out got the Vice Chairman. The farmers’ 

interest dissipated instantly. “It’s only Michael Lee.”  

 

Michael is looking forward to spending more time 

on the farm and in the garden. “There’s a lot of grass 

to cut.” He might also delve into the family tree - 

when he’s not carrying out his remaining civic 

duties. 

 

I’m not much wiser about his political career but I do know that he’s a charming, down to earth, twinkly-eyed chap. 

 

P.S. From Michael the following day. “The do at Sandford went very well - a framed picture of lots of small 

pictures of many of the people I have met, a big iced cake and plenty of wine to cheer me up. A night to 

remember.” 

 

Jane Ristic 

 

Nature Notes 
During the first week of March my sister noticed a 

song thrush chasing a jay around and around some 

trees in her garden. Eventually the jay flew off and 

the song thrush returned to the patch of trees and 

began collecting lichen. The song thrush uses lichen 

along with grass, roots, moss, dead leaves and thin 

twigs to build the outer cup of its nest and in the 

South begins building in March.  

 

The song thrush is also one of the first birds to sing in 

the dawn chorus. Another early dawn chorus singer is 

the nightingale but this bird won’t be heard until 

April when it arrives here from its wintering grounds 

in tropical Africa. 

 

Have you noticed the starling murmuration around 

the village? The starlings may be observed in their 

large flock feeding in the fields, on the wing or 

noisily chattering to each other when settled in some 

of the local tall trees. At Netherexe they have been 

back to eat up the remaining rotten orchard apples. 

 

Siskins have been coming to feeders in some of the 

village gardens, a member of the finch family, similar 

to greenfinch but smaller. The siskin is after seeds 

such as nyjer and in the wild like alder, conifer and 

birch seeds. 

 

I have recently read three articles on ash dieback and 

the future of the ash tree is not good. You can look 

out for evidence of infection by the fungus Chalara 

fraxinea as lesions and cankers on stems, branches 

and shoots at any time. Infected trees will be most 

obvious when leaves emerge this spring. Young 

growth will wilt and leaves fall and later on in 

summer the crown of a tree will show bare stems of 

dieback. Let us hope this will not happen but if it 

does, as with most flora, there will be a knock on 

effect to animals that are dependant on the ash tree. 

 

Some animals utilise the tree as a food source such as 

the micro moth Zelleria hepariella that feeds only on 

ash. The otter favours bankside ash trees, for their 

root system creates an ideal place for a holt and easy 

access to water. The adult stage of the brown 

hairstreak butterfly, especially the male, is mainly 

spent in the canopy of a tall tree and in Britain, 

known to be ash trees. High up and out of sight they 

spend their time resting, basking in the sun, feeding 

on honey-dew and mating. 

Jenny Garne 

 

In the recent Focus questionnaire, a suggestion was 

made that readers might like to direct any questions 

to Jenny.  While she does not regard herself as any 

more than an enthusiast amateur naturalist, Jenny 

would be happy to respond to any questions either 

through the pages of Focus or direct to her by phone 

- 01392 860875 - or by email to 

Jenny.garne2@tiscali.co.uk.   Ed. 

mailto:Jenny.garne2@tiscali.co.uk
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Legal Eagle 
 

The language of s1(1) Criminal Damage Act 1971 

recognises that in certain circumstances a person 

accused of destroying or damaging property may 

have a ‘lawful excuse‘ for having done so. 

 

S5(2)(a) and (3) provide a lawful excuse where the 

accused damages property in the honest belief that 

the person or persons he believed entitled to consent 

to the damage/destruction had consented or would 

have consented. 

 

In Denton [1982], the accused set fire to his 

employer’s property believing that his employer had 

asked him to do so in order that the employer might 

make an insurance claim. The court held that the 

accused was entitled to rely on s5(2)(a) and (3) 

despite the fact that he had destroyed the property in 

order to allow his employer to make a fraudulent 

claim against his insurance company. 

 

Denton was distinguished in Appleyard [1985] in 

which a company director set fire to his own 

company’s property. The court held that the accused 

could not claim that he honestly believed that he had 

his own consent to start the fire. S5(2)(a) is intended 

to deal with those cases where the accused is not the 

person entitled to give consent. 

 

In Blake –v- DPP [1993], the accused, a vicar, was 

one of a group of demonstrators protesting against 

the use of military force by the allies in Iraq and 

Kuwait. He used a marker pen to write a Biblical 

quotation on a concrete pillar outside of the Houses 

of Parliament; he was arrested and charged with 

criminal damage. By way of defence he claimed that 

he had a lawful excuse in that he believed that he had 

acted in accordance with God’s wishes and that God 

was entitled to consent to the damage. His appeal 

against conviction was dismissed, the court ruling, 

inter alia, that a belief, however powerful, genuine 

and honestly held that God owned the property and 

that God had consented to the damage did not raise or 

amount to a lawful excuse under the domestic law of 

England. 

 

One of the most interesting cases on the application 

of S5(2)(a) and (3) is that of  Jaggard –v- 

Dickinson [1980]. Ms Jaggard had spent a convivial 

evening with friends during which she had had rather 

too much to drink. In her intoxicated state she made 

her way back to the house of a friend which she had 

been given permission to use ‘as if it were her own‘. 

Unfortunately, all the doors of the house she tried 

were locked, so she had to break a window to get in. 

Sadly, she had selected the wrong house. She was 

charged with criminal damage ; evidence was given 

of her intoxication and consequent mistake; but the 

justices nevertheless convicted. The crime with 

which Ms Jaggard was charged was one of basic 

intent i.e., one that can be committed intentionally or 

recklessly. Ms Jaggard’s intoxication was voluntary 

and as a consequence of the rule in Majewski had to 

be ignored on the issue of intent. 

 

On appeal, the Divisional Court applied the language 

of the Act and held that in deciding whether Ms 

Jaggard had the requisite belief one had to look at all 

the facts, including the evidence of intoxication. Ms 

Jaggard honestly believed she would have had her 

friend’s consent to breaking in to her house and it 

was immaterial that the mistaken belief about which 

house she was breaking into was due to her 

intoxication. 

 

The case is important because it is a rare example of 

where a mistake due to voluntary intoxication can be 

relied upon. 

 

The second circumstance in which the accused might 

plead ‘lawful excuse’ is to be found in s5(2)(b) 

where property is damaged or destroyed in order to 

protect other property, whether belonging to accused 

or another, which the accused believed was in 

immediate need of protection, provided that the 

accused also believed that the means of protection 

adopted were reasonable in the circumstances. 

 

If the accused’s purpose is anything other than the 

protection of property he cannot rely on the s5(2)(b) 

defence. 

 

In Chamberlian –v- Lindon [1998] the accused 

knocked down a wall which was on his neighbour’s 

land and which was obstructing his own right of 

access over the land. It was held that he was entitled 

to rely on the defence provided by s5(2)(b). 

 

The accused in Hill and Hall [1989] was arrested 

outside a US airbase with a hacksaw which she 

intended to use to cut through the wire fence around 

the base. She was charged with an offence under s2, 

namely threatening to destroy or damage property 

and argued ‘lawful excuse‘ under s5(2)(b) by way of 

defence. She explained that she hoped her actions 

would persuade the Americans that their base was not 

secure and as a result they would leave  and this 

would reduce the threat from the Russians of a 

nuclear attack on properties in the area. The defence 

failed because the accused did not believe that 

property was in immediate need of protection, nor 

was the intended damage capable of protecting the 

property. 
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Likewise, in Blake (above), the accused’s act of 

writing on the pillar was not capable of protecting 

property in the Gulf  States so that defence under 

s5(2)(b) also failed. 

 

The case of Kelleher [2003] received considerable 

publicity at the time. The accused entered a gallery 

and knocked the head off a statue of Baroness 

Thatcher. The accused argued that he had done so 

because he had strong concerns about the policies of 

the UK and the USA and their influence over other 

democratic societies. He held the Tory party under 

Mrs Thatcher partly responsible. The Court of 

Appeal held that the accused had not honestly 

believed that property was in immediate need of 

protection. 

 

The defences provided in s5(2) apply in addition to 

any other general defence available under statute or 

common law s5(5) and we shall begin our look at 

general defences next month. 
 

Clive Hamblin 

 

 

 

Silverton & Exe Valley Seniors 
 

You’re in if you are 

plus! 
 

If you are 50 or above, live in the Exe Valley, are 

interested in social activities and meeting people then 

membership of the Club may be for you.   The Club 

organises monthly coffee mornings, coach outings, 

holidays, whist drives and theatre trips.  Annual 

membership is £5 per person. Full details of the 2013 

programme from the Club Secretary or on our 

website - http://www.sevs.info   

 

MONDAY afternoon WHIST in APRIL 
There are three Whist Afternoons this month on the 

8
th
, 22

nd
 and 29th at St Mary’s Church Hall Silverton 

commencing at 2:00 PM.  Entrance fee £2 includes a 

raffle ticket, tea & biscuits (sometimes cake!).  Do 

come along, it is easy to learn (can’t play? we will 

teach you) and helps to keep the brain active! 

 

APRIL COFFEE MORNING.   

Our Monthly coffee morning (now with optional quiz 

or game) will be held on Tuesday 23
rd

 April between 

1000 and 1130 at St Mary’s Church Hall Silverton. 

An opportunity to book for events, meet friends or 

perhaps take part in the quiz.  Entrance charge only 

£0.50 plus optional Raffle.  Please do come along 

and support us and bring your neighbours and 

friends.  Everyone is most welcome.  

 

FORTHCOMING OUTINGS  

Prices include coach cost and venue admission  

 

25 APR  Sherborne & Sherborne Castle 

 £20 Depart 0900 

16 MAY Arlington Court & Carriage Museum

 £18 Depart 1100* 

14 JUN  St Michael’s Mount or Trebah 

Gardens £20 Depart 0830* 

29 JUN  Annie get your gun! Afternoon 

matinee £25 Depart 1100* 

04 JUL  Steam train & River Cruise 

(Dartmouth) £22 Depart 0830* 

Departure time is from Silverton Square. * denotes 

local Exe Valley pick-ups available 

Minutes before/after Silverton: Tiverton -30: Ruffwell 

+5: Rewe +8, Stoke Canon +10 

 

2013 CLUB HOLIDAYS 

 

YORKSHIRE 20-24 MAY (5 Days/4 Nights) 

Staying at the 3* AA Cairns Hotel Harrogate: 

Excursions include the Royal Armouries Museum, 

Settle-Carlisle Railway ride, Skipton & Canal Cruise.  

Still a few places left – but be soon as April 15th is 

the last opportunity to book!  

 

EASTBOURNE & SOUTH DOWNS: 30 SEP-04 

OCT (5 Days/4 Nights) 

Staying at the 3* Best Western York House Hotel 

Eastbourne.  Excursions to Brighton, Bluebell 

Railway, Sheffield Park & Gardens and picturesque 

Alfriston 

 

Both holidays priced at £285 (Single room 

supplement £30 extra) inclusive of all excursions and 

advertised venue admission.  See a leaflet for further 

details 

  

If you are interested in any of the above events or 

would like to join the Club please contact Martin 

Clough, Club Secretary, 38 Hederman Close, 

Silverton, Devon, EX5 4HW. Telephone 01392 

860971 or e-mail: martin.mcassoc@btconnect.com 

 

Martin Clough 

 

 

 

 

http://www.sevs.info/
mailto:martin.mcassoc@btconnect.com


Focus on Thorverton  Vol. 44 No. 4 – April 2013 

 

30 

Thorverton and District History 
Society 

 
 

Ian Stoyle’s intriguingly entitled talk Edward’s 

Exeter was a delightful picture postcard romp, using 

the society’s new digital projector, through the 

landscapes, buildings and people of Exeter during the 

relatively short reign of Edward VII (1901-1910). 

Before about 1900 picture postcards were in black 

and white, but from then colour postcards became 

increasingly popular. The Germans had a near 

monopoly on the technology, either printing the 

postcards or selling the necessary dies for local 

printing. The beginning of the First World War in 

1914 presaged a return to black and white.  

 

 
Coaches in Queen Street 

 

Ian selected about fifty cards from his large 

collection, all bearing a ½ d Edward VII stamp, 

commencing with scenes of Cowley Bridge and 

views leading into the city.  A postcard of the 5 ton 

statue of General Buller reminded us of the respect 

felt by his countrymen. Redvers became a popular 

boy’s name, although fellow Kirtonians are rumoured 

to have been less thrilled with the statue’s 

orientation!  

 
Queen Street Northernhay 

 

One postcard depicted an almost deserted Clock 

Tower with drinking fountains. It was erected by 

benefactor William Miles to also provide refreshment 

for horses and contrasts with today’s traffic mayhem. 

Another postcard of elaborate wrought iron railings 

and gates at the nearby entrance to Veitch’s nursery 

was a testimony to their pre-eminence in the 

botanical world. A scene of Exeter Prison, built by 

John Hayward, who also built Thorverton Vicarage, 

St Luke’s College and the Royal Albert Memorial 

Museum, reminded one member, and our speaker, of 

seeing a pathetically ill George VI pass the prison 

during a visit to the City. From a similar vantage 

point in Rougemont Gardens we viewed three 

locomotives in steam approaching today’s Central 

Station.  

 

Despite much opposition, a referendum agreed to 

electric trams in Exeter, and on 4
th
 April 1905 the 

electric tramway was officially opened with great 

pomp and celebration. This excitement was reflected 

in a large number of tramway postcards being 

produced, for visitors to the city to send to friends 

and family. A tram on the old Exe Bridge bore a 

black lozenge, indicating its route – prior to 

destination boards and improved literacy. 

 

A rich selection of postcards of Fore Street, High 

Street, Queens Street and beyond brought to mind the 

dozens of local family owned shops and businesses 

that supplied our every need. Those Exonians 

amongst us were reminded of the enormous changes 

witnessed in just one lifetime.    
     

Barrie Phillips 
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Thurstan Shaw, CBE, FSA 
(1914—2013) 
 

I am grateful to Bryony Coles for bringing to my 

attention the following appreciation in Salon, the 

Society of Antiquaries, based on an  obituary that 

was first published in The Times on 12 March, of 

Professor Thurstan Shaw, an eminent archaeologist 

who grew up in Thorverton. As boys, Thurstan and 

John Uglow used to go looking for flints in the fields 

around Thorverton, and there may still be some who 

read Focus who remember him. I am taking the 

unusual step of printing the obituary in full as it is 

not every day that a Thorverton boy has his obituary 

in The Times. Ed. 

 

  

Professor Thurstan Shaw (27 June 1914 to 8 March 

2013), died at the age of ninety-eight. There will be a 

Memorial Event for Thurstan at Sidney Sussex 

College, Cambridge, later in the year, coupled with a 

celebration of West African archaeology. 

 

Thurstan Shaw was probably the only man to have 

occupied an African university chair in archaeology 

and the ceremonial throne of a Nigerian tribal chief. 

He was the first trained archaeologist to work in what 

was then British West Africa, and he devoted his 

long career and equally long retirement to teaching 

and research on the region’s prehistory. West African 

archaeology is, to a large extent, Thurstan Shaw’s 

creation, and it is certainly his legacy. 

 

Born in Devon in 1914 and educated at Blundell’s 

School, Tiverton, and Sidney Sussex College, 

Cambridge, Charles Thurstan Shaw read classics 

before taking a first in Archaeology and 

Anthropology. In 1937 he went out to the Gold Coast 

(now Ghana) to teach at Achimota College in Accra. 

In those days, when there were no universities 

anywhere between north and south Africa, Achimota 

was the most important centre for higher education in 

black Africa. Shaw rapidly set up a museum and 

carried out a number of excavations using new 

methods then being developed in Britain: these, long 

before the development of radiocarbon dating, began 

to show the deep timescale and pronounced local 

characteristics of West Africa’s ancient societies, and 

the fallacy of the strongly held migrationist views of 

his contemporaries. Those theories, which argued 

that West African agriculture, metallurgy and 

civilisation derived from Mediterranean North 

Africa, had dominated discussion of African 

prehistory in the absence of evidence from local 

research. Another result of Shaw’s early work was 

the eventual establishment in 1957 of a department of 

archaeology in the new University of Ghana, the first 

in a black African university, and the establishment 

of a Ghanaian national commission to safeguard 

antiquities. 

 

When Shaw returned to England in 1945, his wife 

having been invalided home, he taught at the 

Cambridge Institute of Education. He continued to 

work on his Ghanaian material, publishing an 

important monograph on Dawu, a site with more than 

8m (25ft) of stratified deposits that had yielded more 

than half a million sherds. A memorandum for the 

International African Institute on “the Study of 

Africa’s past” stressed the need for increasing 

awareness of the archaeological heritage in the 

continent and was widely influential. 

 

In 1958 Shaw was invited to direct excavations at the 

important site of Igbo-Ukwu in the forests of south-

eastern Nigeria. The site featured a royal burial with 

cast bronzes of great technical skill and artistic 

beauty dated to the tenth century AD, long antedating 

the better-known bronzes of Ife and Benin. These 

works of art and other evidence from Igbo-Ukwu 

demonstrated that highly sophisticated indigenous 

craft traditions had developed in the tropical forests 

during the first millennium AD, long before any Arab 

or European influence. Shaw’s two-volume 

monograph on the site, followed by the more popular 

Unearthing Igbo-Ukwu (1977) and his magisterial 

synopsis of Nigerian archaeology for Thames & 

Hudson’s ‘Ancient Peoples and Places’ series (1978), 

laid the foundations for knowledge of the country’s 

prehistory, with the parallel efforts of Bernard Fagg 

in the north of Nigeria around Jos. 

 

With the establishment of a university in Nigeria at 
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Ibadan, Shaw joined its institute of African studies in 

1960 as the first teacher of archaeology, and went on 

to establish a department of archaeology in the 

faculty of science, where he found a sympathetic 

understanding of the aims of the discipline. He was 

professor of archaeology from 1963 until his 

retirement at the age of sixty in 1974, and the 

department’s laboratory, photographic and 

draughting facilities, teaching collections and well-

utilised field equipment made him especially proud: 

it was one of the best centres for archaeology in 

Africa. His former students joined the staff of the 

Federal Department of Antiquities, the National 

Museum, and the new archaeology departments in 

universities at Ife, Zaria, Nsukka and Port Harcourt, 

providing Nigeria with the best-trained cadre of 

archaeologists of any of the new African states. 

 

Nigeria’s recognition of Shaw’s role was marked by 

an international conference held on his seventy-fifth 

birthday at Ibadan in 1989, when he was also made a 

tribal chief as Onuna Ekwulu Nri and as Onyafuonka 

of Igboland. The range of research being carried out 

by Nigerian archaeologists showed how deeply the 

concept of studying the African past through survey 

and excavation had been planted, and how the 

autochthonous beginnings of West African 

agriculture and metallurgy were being unearthed. 

Much of this research was reported in the West 

African Archaeological Newsletter, which Shaw had 

founded in 1964, and which he continued to edit as 

the West African Journal of Archaeology until 1975, 

when it continued in other hands. 

 

 

After his retirement to Cambridge (where he became 

director of studies at Magdalene and continued 

teaching), Shaw took up a project that had fascinated 

him since his school days, the reopening of the 

Icknield Way, the great prehistoric route from 

Norfolk to Wiltshire, as a long-distance path. Two 

stretches, the Peddars Way in Norfolk and the 

Ridgeway path, had long been open, but the central 

section, notably in Cambridgeshire, lacked an easy 

route and permissions. Shaw founded the Icknield 

Way Association, produced the first walkers’ guide 

to the route and saw the scheme increasingly 

supported by the public, the county councils and 

eventually the Countryside Commission. 

 

Shaw worked hard for, as well as in, archaeology: he 

was president of the Prehistoric Society from 1986 to 

1990, and held both honorific and substantive office 

in numerous international bodies, including the Pan 

African Congress for Prehistory and the Union of 

Prehistoric and Protohistoric Sciences. He became a 

Fellow of the Society of Antiquaries at the early age 

of thirty-three, and was awarded its gold medal in 

1990. The following year he was elected a senior 

Fellow of the British Academy and also made 

Olokun-Ayala of Ife. At his ninety-sixth birthday 

party in 2010 he held court on a scarlet throne in the 

chiefly robes of an Onuna-ekwulu Ora or “the man 

through whom the history of the Igbo people speak”. 

His last professional public appearance, at the age of 

ninety-eight, was at a conference on African 

archaeology of recent millennia and the historic 

period in September 2012. Confined to a wheelchair, 

he held court at the McDonald Institute for 

Archaeological Research, Cambridge, with delegates 

from Africa and other parts of the world queuing to 

greet him and kneeling beside him to have their 

photographs taken. 

 

His first wife, Ione, died in 1992: they had five 

children. In 2004 he married Dr Pamela Jane Smith. 

She, his two sons and three daughters survive him. 

 

 

 

Millennium Green Website is 
Live and Lively 
 

The Thorverton Millennium Green is much loved by 

the elderly, parents, children, disabled persons and 

dogs but perhaps many villagers are unaware of the 

planning and backbreaking work that went into 

creating this beautiful parkland. Now our new 

website, www.thorverton.org.uk, explains in words 

and pictures its history and its many features. 

Naturalists will enjoy photos of flora and fauna along 

with lists of trees, shrubs and wildflowers planted 

over the years.   

 

An email contact page is provided for anyone 

interested in organizing a special event in the Green 

along with guidelines for its use.  There is a place for 

"News" and "Future Events" too.  How the green is 

funded and maintained and opportunities for 

volunteering are also included.  Links to village 

history, Focus, other Millennium Greens and various 

wildlife organizations put helpful information at 

one's fingertips. 

 

Constructing the website was entirely a volunteer 

effort undertaken to raise the "profile" of this village 

treasure.  The Trustees hope that it will be especially 

helpful to the Primary School staff. 

 

Becky Stannard

  

 

http://www.thorverton.org.uk/
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Willow Pruning at the Millennium Green  
 

The 2013 pruning of the willows was completed on Sat 16th March in a record time of 90 mins due to the large 

turnout of volunteers. We hope that everyone has managed to make use of the switches. 

 

 
 

Photos by John Spivey 

 
 

 

 

 

Wednesday 10th – Friday 12
th 

April 
 

“I am very excited to offer the children a chance to 

keep busy and take part in a 3 day Easter School 

taking place at Thorverton W.I Hut!” 

 

The 3 days are full of different activities including: Singing, Dancing, 

Craft and Drama Workshops. We will be creating a short performance to 

show parents on the last day. The Easter School runs from 10 am till 

4.00pm (4.30pm finish on Friday due to the Performance) 

 

The cost of the 3 day Easter School will be £60 per child. 

If your child is interested in getting involved please contact me for any 

other information or to sign up – 07725847984 or chris-jones93@hotmail.co.uk 
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Flag Flying Days 
I am grateful to Peter Furneaux of the Thorverton 

Branch of the Royal British Legion for providing the 

following information on when the Union Flag will 

be flown in Thorverton each year: 

9 January Birthday of the Duchess of Cambridge 

20 January Birthday of the Countess of Wessex 

6 February Her Majesty’s Accession 

19 February Birthday of the Duke of York 

1 March St David’s Day 

10 March Birthday of the Earl of Wessex 

11 March 
Commonwealth Day (second Monday in 

March) 

17 March 
St. Patrick’s Day (in Northern Ireland 

only) 

21 April Birthday of Her Majesty the Queen 

23 April St George’s Day 

9 May Europe Day  

2 June Coronation Day 

10 June Birthday of the Duke of Edinburgh 

15 June 
Official celebration of Her Majesty’s 

birthday 

21 June Birthday of the Duke of Cambridge 

17 July Birthday of the Duchess of Cornwall 

15 August Birthday of the Princess Royal 

10 November 
Remembrance Day (second Sunday in 

November) 

14 November Birthday of the Prince of Wales 

20 November Her Majesty’s Wedding Day 

30 November St Andrew’s Day 

 

Women’s World Day of Prayer 
 

The Service this year was held at the Baptist Church 

on Friday 1
st
 March. 

 

The Theme was “I was a Stranger and you welcomed 

me” and was prepared by the women in France, and 

had a very strong French feel and flavour. 

 

This amounts to a huge annual wave of prayer rising 

with the sun over the island of Samoa and sweeping 

across Asia, Africa, the Middle East, Europe and the 

Americas, until it comes to rest in America Samoa 

some 36 hours later. Services having taken place in 

over 170 Countries, of which we were a part. 

 

Our service was led by the Ministers wife, Fiona 

Harrison, and the speaker was Mrs. Laura Ford from 

Brampford Speke. 

A soup lunch was served after the service, and was 

enjoyed by all. 

 

My grateful thanks to Mary for her help in finding 

ladies to take part in the readings, and to Brian for his 

help with the music. 

 

And of course thanks to all who took part with the 

readings etc, and especially to our Minister and his 

wife for the singing of their duet.  

 

Everyone who attends these W.W.D.of P. services 

remark on how much they have enjoyed  these days 

of fellowship, which has been followed through for 

so many years.  

 

The collection taken during the service amounted to 

£140-50, which goes towards Christian literature and 

Education around the world. 

 

Many, many thanks for this amount, which has been 

sent to the W.W.D.of P, Headquarters, and we look 

forward to seeing you all again next year. 

 

Phyllis Langdon 

 

Eerie Coincidences 
I am grateful to Lewis Jones for providing me with 

the following interesting set of coincidences- Ed. 

 

American history is spooky! 

 

Abraham Lincoln was elected to Congress in 1846 

John F Kennedy was elected to Congress in 1946 

Abraham Lincoln was elected President in 1860 

John F Kennedy was elected President in 1960 

Both were particularly concerned with civil rights 

Both their wives lost a child while living in the White 

House 

Both Presidents were shot on a Friday 

Both Presidents were shot in the head 

 

Now it starts getting weird...... 

Lincoln’s Secretary was named Kennedy 

Kennedy’s Secretary was named Lincoln 

Both men were assassinated by Southerners 

Both men were succeeded by Southerners named 

Johnson 

Andrew Johnson, who succeeded Lincoln, was born 

in 1808 

Lyndon Johnson, who succeeded Kennedy, was born 

in 1908 

John Wilkes Booth, who assassinated Lincoln, was 

born in 1839 

Lee Harvey Oswald, who assassinated Kennedy, was 

born in 1939 

Both assassins were known by their three names 
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Both their names are composed of fifteen letters in 

total 

 

Now hang on to your seat........ 

Lincoln was shot at a Theatre named ‘Ford’ 

Kennedy was shot in a ‘Lincoln’ car made by ‘Ford’ 

Booth and Oswald were assassinated before their 

trials. 

 

And try explaining this........ 

A week before Lincoln was shot he was in Monroe, 

Maryland 

A week before Kennedy was shot he was with 

Marilyn Monroe 

 

And......... 

Lincoln was shot in a theatre and the assassin ran to a 

warehouse..... 

Kennedy was shot from a warehouse and the assassin 

ran to a theatre...... 

 

Any History teachers out there who can explain 

this?????? 

 

The Garden in April 
 

“What a difference a year makes!” I started February 

with this same expression. How different one 

growing season can be compared to the previous one!   

The information for last March is probably applicable 

for this April, such is the difference in the weather 

and the speed things are growing. I must be nearly a 

month behind on some of my planting out and in 

some cases more than that. 

 

Last year my potatoes were in the ground at the very 

beginning of March, this year they are still in my 

drying room having had 2 abortive attempts to plant 

them out.  The reason for this?  Soil too wet and too 

cold.  There is no point in trying to make an early 

start if the conditions are not right. It only works if 

everything is ahead of itself and your crop will grow  

on when you put it in the ground.  The ground needs 

to be warming up and the soil breaking up in your 

hand when you pick it up, not cold, wet and in large 

lumps.  So timing has to be related to the soil 

conditions, not to the calendar month.   Therefore, 

gardeners have to be patient beings who do not “rush 

in where angels fear to tread”.  So my potatoes are 

waiting for the signal that it is the right time for 

planting and that signal will come from the soil – “ 

the answer lies in the soil!!”  Conversely of course, 

and there always is a conversely, I do not want them 

chitting away too much and will take the first 

opportunity to get them in the ground as they are 

already behind in the planting scheme and this will 

affect the rest of the year. 

 

Another of my crops that are way behind the planting 

plan are sweet peas but this is not entirely due to the 

weather.  Sweet peas are tough old things and are 

quite happy to take a bit of rough weather. If you 

have planted them out (these are plants by the way 

not seeds. I`d wait for the soil to be just a bit warmer 

for outdoor seeds) and planted them nice and deep in 

the soil with just the tips showing, they will take no 

harm from the weather. They are probably not doing 

very much but will take off like a rocket when the 

soil warms.  

 

My problem at Knightshayes is that I have a family 

of rabbits in the garden!!  Oh no, I hear you cry.  This 

is a serious problem in an enclosed garden as they 

squeezed into the garden as tiny babies last year and 

quickly grow too big to squeeze out.  3 youngsters 

were discovered last week and therefore 2 adults 

remain!  Attempts to catch them have been going on 

since their arrival in the garden but to no avail.  

Certain crops have been eaten to the ground such as 

celery leaf, celeriac and parsley but, strangely 

enough, the spinach, Swiss chard and newly planted 

broad beans have been left alone.  However, action 

has to be taken now as a breeding pair of rabbits is a 

different scenario to 2 small baby bunnies.  I sound 

like Mrs McGregor!! 

 

However, the cold spell has not been all doom and 

gloom as the garden is better mulched and tidied, 

weeded and a couple of corners tackled which 

normally slip through the net have had a makeover.  

It is the only time that my regular volunteers have 

ever pleaded to be given mulching, a hard but body 

warming job.  So, in some respects, I am much 

further on in these jobs.  That is definitely good as, 

when the weather does warm up, we will all be 

running around like headless chickens trying to catch 

up!  So on with the next set of jobs. 

 

Don`t leave your Buddlias or Perovskia too long 

before you cut them back which is another job that is 

usually done quite early in Devon but many people 

have left due to the weather.  These plants flower on 

this year’s growth and, if not cut back, all the 

vigorous growth will happen at the straggly end of 

the plant, making it even more srtaggly and possibly 

top heavy. So, cut back to a strong, lower framework 

and the plant will respond by giving you less but 

healthier new growth and a less twiggy messy shape.  

Later in the month, after flowering, prune back your 

Weigela, Philadelphus, Forsythia and Spiraea.  These 

plants flower on growth from this season and need 

the whole of the summer to ripen and mature ready 

for next year’s flowering.  If you don`t prune now,  it 

is much harder to see old growth from new and the 
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new will be competing for space and sun with last 

year’s which the plant no longer needs. 

 

Lawns will need cutting this month.  I have managed 

one cut already, during a couple of weeks when it 

seemed to be warming up!  However, we have left it 

alone since then.  Remember, it has had a lot of rain 

on it since then and will need to be treated with care.  

If your grass holds the moisture, let it dry out well 

and treat this next cut like the first again.  Aerating 

your lawn after all this rain will help to revitalize it.  

No lawn will grow well if it has been waterlogged 

and this will help choked roots get air back down 

where it is needed.  Spiking your lawn with a garden 

fork is quite sufficient.  If you have a large area of 

lawn, you would be better to hire a lawn-spiking 

machine. Don’t forget to cut quite high to start the 

season.  If you cut too low too soon, it only 

encourages weed growth and not grass as the weeds 

grow faster than the grass in colder conditions.  For 

any borders that have become waterlogged, when you 

can go on to these without damaging your soil 

structure, forking over the soil will help to break up 

the ground and let in the air. If your garden  is on a 

slope, thank your lucky stars as it will probably be 

well drained. 

 

When the soil and weather both warm up, the veggie 

gardener needs to get busy.  There will be a lot of 

catch-up planting to do and seed sowing.  However, 

the chances are that most things will grow on well 

once the warmer conditions arrive and a proper 

winter is not such bad news as many pests and 

diseases will have been eradicated this winter.  All 

the root crops need to be sown this month, e.g. 

spinach, carrots, beetroot; for something more 

unusual try Scorzonera and Salsify; also turnip rooted 

parsley is a good one to try.  It has parsley like top 

growth and an edible turnip style root at the end of 

the season.  It also was left alone by the rabbits.  I 

also start leeks and brassicas in pots ready for 

pricking out into individual pots.  These will be ready 

to go in when the 1
st
 and 2

nd
 early potatoes are 

harvested and will grow on through next winter.  A 

gardener is always looking ahead. 

 

Also started at this time, are the annual flower seeds.  

We start them off in the glasshouses on heated beds 

and then prick them out.  A warm window will work 

as well.  They can be sown direct into the ground 

when the soil really warms up for a more natural 

look.  I like to have strong plants and to know how 

many I have got but it is much more work in between 

and then of course they all have to be planted!!  The 

cucurbits will be started this month and our hot bed is 

already cooking under glass with very ripe horse 

manure.  This bed is made of wood like a tall raised 

bed and then filled with very fresh steaming horse 

manure.  It is then covered with glass and turned 

once before being left to build up heat.  It is then 

possible to use it like a heated bench for our seeds.  

Make sure it is mouse proof!  After using it for the 

cucurbits in this way, we plant some cucumbers 

under the glass and get an early crop.  It’s also useful 

to warm your hands on a cold day!   

 

I could keep on going Neville but I think that’s quite 

enough to be getting on with for the moment.  So 

looking forward to some proper spring weather after 

our proper winter weather and getting out in the 

garden again. 

                             

Happy gardening, Lorraine. 

 

Lorraine Colebrook 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thorfest, 7 September 
  
 

On September 7
th
 2013,  Thorverton will hold its first 

Beer and Music Festival – Thorfest. 

  

Thorfest will be a completely non-profit making 

event with every penny raised split equally between 

our village Memorial Hall, PTFA and Pre-School (all 

registered charities). The aim is to bring the whole 

community together and attract people from outside 

the village via the CAMRA (campaign for real ale) 

newsletter. 

  

Nine beers, three ciders, and a ginger beer will be 

available on the day. The first 300 through the door 

will get a commemorative glass and a programme for 

the day, complete with tasting notes and further 

information on the beers. 

  

Food will be available throughout the day, and music 

will be performed during the afternoon by local 

artists, with four live bands kicking off the evening 

session and playing through until 11:00pm. 

  

We will be giving more details in future editions of 

Focus, but wanted to make sure that you kept the 

date free for what promises to be a very exciting 

event. 

 

Please contact Bernie Samuel (on 861496) or Mark 

Welsh if you want to know how you can get 

involved. 
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Thorverton Parish Information 

 
AIR AMBULANCE EMERGENCY - QUOTE NATIONAL GRID REFERENCE 
RECREATION GROUND - Sheet 192 SS 923019 MEMORIAL HALL FIELD - Sheet 192 SS 926019 
 
Carers' Support Group  Anne Higman, Wyndham House Surgery, Silverton. 860034. 
      Meetings - 3rd Wednesday of month, Wyndham House, 2.30-4.30 p.m. 
Church (C of E)    The Revd. Douglas Dettmer, The Rectory, Thorverton. 860332 
 The Revd. Sue Sheppard, Associate Minister, Autumn Haze, Rewe, 01392  841284 
 The Revd Julia Dallen  Assistant Curate   Tel 01392 861145 Email: julia.dallen@netherexe.org  
 Mrs Margaret Lowe, Administration Manager, 07594 714590 margaret.admin@netherexe.org 
Church Wardens  Edwin Greed, Fortescue, Netherexe. 841231. 
Consort    Mary Thomas, 1 The Glebe, Thorverton. 860730. 
P.C.C. Treasurer   Jean Brown, Rydal Cottage, Bullen Street. 861176. 
Friends of Thorverton Parish Church Trust   Royston Kershaw 25 The Glebe 860419 
Church (Baptist)  The Revd. Maurice Harrison, 01884 258599. 
    Secretary Phyllis Langdon, 860932.  
County Councillor   Cllr. Mr. M. Lee. 01363 772671. 
District Councillor   Cllr. Mr. R. M. Deed. 01392 861258. 
Doctors: Thorverton/Silverton  Dr Jon Wride & Lynne Anderson / Drs O'Brien, Ziegler & Keysell 
Electricity (Western Power)  Report a loss of power: 0800 365 900 Bill Enquiries: 0800 365 000 
      Street lights 0870 556 1851 
Friends of Thorverton & Silverton Surgeries  Christine Walker, 881501 
Gas Emergency    0800 111999 
Leonard Trust  Chairman: R Hughes. Secretary: Mrs. E Hughes, 3 Dinham Mews, Exeter EX4 4EF 
Library (Exeter Mobile)   Alternate Thursdays , 16.05 to 16.55 in Quarry Car Park 
Member of Parliament   Mel Stride via 01392 823306 or mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk 
Newspaper Reporter    Jane Ristic, 53 Silver Street, Thorverton. 860054 
Parish Council Chairman  Cllr. Stuart Crang,  
Parish Clerk     Mrs Jane Lane, Stable House, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062. 
Parish Council Meetings  2nd Tuesday of month, at The Memorial Hall, 7.30 pm. 
Parish Allotments   Contact the Parish Clerk - 861062 
Parish Council Notice Board Situated in School Lane, opposite the Thorverton Arms. 
   IMPORTANT!- PLANNING APPLICATION NOTICES ARE DISPLAYED HERE 
Planning notification applications  at http://data.gov.uk/apps/planningalerts alert via email when a 
planning application is published in one’s street, neighbourhood or wider area. 

Pension Service  PO Box 93, Plymouth PL6 5WJ. 0845 60 60 265 

Police    Non-emergency number:  101.  
Post Office Portacabin (TCT Ltd)  Quarry Car Park, Thorverton EX5 5NG Tel: 860455 
     Mon. to Fri : 9 am-1.00 pm., 2 - 5.30 pm. Sat: 9 am.-12 noon Sun: 9 - 10.30 am for newspapers only 
     Business Manager:                   Jan Hamilton  07764461575  
     Chair and Company Secretary: Heather Kershaw, 25 The Glebe, 860419 
Public Telephone Kiosk  Opposite the Church, outside the Bell Inn, Dinneford St. 
Thorverton C of E Primary School (Part of the Exe Valley Federation) 

Executive Headteacher  Mrs Heather Perry  01392 250821 
Head of Teaching and Learning (Thorverton) Mr Olly White  01392 860374 
School Governors: 

  Chair:    Bryony Gilbert  01392 851360 
Vice Chair:   Sarah Crawford  01392 860295 
Clerk:   Jessica Benger  07795 515048 

School P.T.F.A.  Chair: Katie Vanstone 860978, Secretary: Hannah James, 86107  Treasurer: 
Carole Pearn 
South West Water   24 Hour Emergency: 0800 169 1144. Helpline: 0800 169 1133. 
Thorverton Millennium Green Trust 
   Chair: Dame Margaret Turner-Warwick, Pynes House, Silver Street 861173.  
   Secretary: Lin Balkwill 860663 
 

http://mel.stride.mp/
http://parliament.uk/
http://data.gov.uk/apps/planningalerts
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Thorverton Organisations 
Amateur Dramatic Society (TADS)  

Chairperson: Colin Marshall, Vice Chair: Simon Ette, Treasurer: John White, Secretary: Alison 
Marshall. For meetings and events contact Colin Marshall on 01392 861228 

Art Group   Barrie Phillips, Crossmead, School Lane, Thorverton. 860529  
   Meet Fridays during term-time at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 am-12.00. 
Arts Exchange Louise Page, Campion Cottage, Jerico St, 860509. 

  Monthly meetings in members' homes at 8.00 pm. (see Diary) 
Association Football Club Chairman: Andy Harris, 01392 851664,  
  Secretary: David Gregory, 2 The Orchard, Brampford Speke, 841803. 
Bridge Circle Graeme Culshaw, 3 The Glebe, Thorverton 860203.  
 Meets 1st/3rd/5th Thursdays at the W.I. Hut from 7.00 p.m.. 
Brownies     Contact Hannah 07925 981786 or Lisa 860609,  

Meet Fridays during term-time, 5-6.30pm Thorverton School Hall. 
Clarinet Group            Contact Peter Mason 860727.  Meets every Thursday morning. 
Cricket Club Chair: Charles Kislingbury,  
      Secretary: M C Denford, 14 Moorlands, Tiverton EX16 6UF 01884 255076 
   Fixture Sec: J Meredith, 190 Mincinglake Rd, Exeter EX4 7DS 01392 272504 
Focus Magazine Chair: Michael Ayre, Ratcliffe Farm, Thorverton.  
  Editor: Neville Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062. 
  Secretary: Geoff Bulley, Broadlands, Thorverton. 
  Treasurer: Bob Swaffield, Schiehallion, School Lane, Thorverton 01392 860309 
Friends of Silverton & Thorverton Surgeries  Coffee Mornings in the Lamb Inn, Silverton.  Held at 10-
12 noon on the last Thursday of every month except December 
Golf Society Players of Thorverton Care of Exeter Inn, 01392 860206 
Guides                       Contact Lisa 860609, Meet Wednesdays during term-time, 7-9pm Memorial Hall 
History Society  Chair: Barrie Phillips, Crossmead, School Lane, Thorverton. 860529 
   Programme Secretary: Beryl Coe, 5 The Glebe, Thorverton 860876. 
Ladies Group Meet 2nd Thursday of month, (Venue and time - see Focus Notices). 
Memorial Hall Committee Chair: Mike Shelton, Tel: 861027, mshelton44@hotmail.co.uk 

  Treasurer/key holder/bookings: Jeff Grace. tel. 860489. jeff.grace@tiscali.co.uk 
  Secretary: Roger Fieldhouse. tel. 860768. r.fieldhouse@exeter.ac.uk 

Memorial Hall Market   2nd Saturday of the month, at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 - 11.00 am. 
Thorverton Pre-School   Rachel Mildon (Chair) - 861707 / thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com 
 Mon 9.am-11.45am, & 12.45pm-3.15pm & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm, 
 Tues/Weds 9.am-11.45am & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm, 
 Thurs 9.-11.45am; 12.45pm- 3.15pm & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm. during term-time, 
 At Thorverton Primary School site 
Thorverton Ambling, Rambling and Tramping Society (TARTS) 

  Caroline Prince 07749 775304 or Graeme Culshaw 860203 
See notices of walks in Old Post Office Window Bullen Street. 

Toddler Group Contact : Wendy Coles 860031 
Wednesdays at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 a.m.-11.30. 

Rainbows     Contact Jean 860105 or Penny 861136, 
Meet Tuesdays 3.45-4.45 Thorverton School Hall 

Royal British Legion  Chairman/Hon.Sec. P Furneaux, Hillcrest, Thorverton 860227, 
paf@furno.co.uk 

   Hon. Treasurer: Alex Fice 
Women's Institute  Secretary and Bookings: Sue Maguire 01392 860631 

W.I. Meeting. 1st Tuesday of the month at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
  Whist, 4th Tuesday of the month, at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
W.I. Market & Coffee  4th Saturday of the month at the W.I. Hut. 10.00 am. to 11.00 am. 

mailto:mshelton44@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:jeff.grace@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:r.fieldhouse@exeter.ac.uk
mailto:thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com
mailto:paf@furno.co.uk
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Doctors’ Surgeries 

 

The Exe Valley Practice 

Dr JON WRIDE and Dr LYNNE ANDERSON 
 

The Surgery, The Berry    The Surgery, 3 Coach Road 

THORVERTON EX5 5NT    SILVERTON EX5 4JL 

Tel: 01392 860273      01392 860176 

Fax: 01392 860654     01392 861598 

www.exevalleypractice.co.uk 

exevalleypractice@nhs.net 

 

 

Opening times 

 
 GP on duty Thorverton Silverton 

Monday Dr Anderson 08:30 – 18:00 08:45 – 12:30 

Tuesday Dr Anderson 07:30 – 18:00 Closed 

Wednesday Dr Anderson am 
Dr Wride pm 

08:30 – 17:00 14:30 – 18:00 

Thursday Dr Wride 08:30 – 19:30 Closed 

Friday Dr Wride 08:30 – 18:00 08:45 – 12:30 

 

Surgery times 

 
 Thorverton Silverton 

Monday 15:00 – 17:15 09:00 – 11:45 

Tuesday 07:30 – 11:30 
15:00 – 17:00 

Closed 

Wednesday 09:00 – 11:00 15:00 – 17:45 

Thursday 09:00 – 11:15 
16:00 – 19:00 

Closed 

Friday 15:00 – 17:30 09:00 – 11:30 
 

 

There are no surgeries on Saturday or Sunday, but a doctor will be on call for emergencies only on 0845 6710 270 

 

REPEAT PRESCRIPTIONS (Monday to Friday) – You can request your repeat prescriptions by calling our 

dispensary on 01392 861622, or by using our online repeat prescription request www.exevalleypractice.co.uk. 

Please note that 48 hours notice is required for all repeat prescriptions. 

 

We accept credit\debit card payments for prescriptions 

 

We now operate a home delivery service for housebound registered patients. Please contact us on 01392 860273 for 

more information. 

 

 
 
 
 

http://www.exevalleypractice.co.uk/
mailto:exevalleypractice@nhs.net
http://www.exevalleypractice.co.uk/
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Wyndham House Surgery 

Fore Street, Silverton, EX5 5HZ 

Telephone: 01392 860034 

Outside surgery hours please ring 0845 671 0270 

To access the Emergency Out-of-hours Service 

Fax: 01392 861165 

www.wyndhamhousesurgery.co.uk 

 
Day/Dr Dr Anthony O’Brien Dr Emma Ziegler Dr Nick Keysell Dr Sally Simmons 

Monday 09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

09:00 – 11:30 

14:00 – 16:00 

 09.00 - 11.30 

15.00 -17.30 

Tuesday 09:00 – 11:30 

14:00 – 16:00 

 09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

09.00 - 11.30 

16.00 -17.30 

Wednesday  09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

 0900-11.30 

Thursday 09.00 - 11.00 09:00 – 11:00 09:00 – 11.00 

15:00 – 17:30 

 

Friday 09:00 – 11:30 

14:30 – 16:00 

 09:00 – 11:30  

Please note: The doctors are happy to speak to you on the phone instead of an appointment. Please request this from reception when you 
telephone.  

 

Surgery hours: Monday - Thurs. 08:30 - 18:00 

Friday 08:30 - 17:00  

Dispensary hours: Monday - Thurs. 09:00 - 12:00 and 14:30 - 18:00 

Friday 09:00 - 12:00 and 14:30 - 17:00 

Repeat prescriptions can be ordered online via our website. We now accept credit/debit card payments for prescriptions. 

We also operate a home delivery service for housebound registered patients.  

Please contact our reception or dispensary for more information. 

 

STOP PRESS: OVER THE NEXT COUPLE OF MONTHS WE WILL BE INTRODUCING A SYSTEM TO ALLOW PATIENTS 
TO BOOK APPOINTMENTS ON-LINE. KEEP AN EYE ON OUR WEBSITE FOR DETAILS. 

http://www.wyndhamhousesurgery.co.uk/
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Waste Collection Dates for 2013 
 

Generally on Mondays unless stated 

 

a) Recycling and brown bins   b) General refuse 

 

I regret that I do not currently have details for April onwards.  If anyone does have a list of dates I would be 

pleased to print it here - Ed 

 

Mobile Library 
 

Thursdays, fortnightly, from 16.05 - 16.50 in the Quarry Car Park by Thorverton Post Office. 

 

April 11
th
 and 25

th
  July 4

th
 and 18

th
   October 10

th
 and 24

th
 

May 9
th
 and 23

rd
   August 1

st
, 15

th
 and 29

th
   November 7

th
 and 21

st
 

June 6
th
 and 20

th
   September 12

th
 and 26

th
   December 5

th
 and 19

th
 

    

 

Flag Flying days in April 
21

st
 Birthday of Her Majesty the Queen 

23
rd

 St George’s Day 

 

 

 

Bus Services 
Turner's Tours / Carmel Coaches (bus 678) Mon-Fri. 10.09 from The Berry and the Baptist Chapel.  

Return 13.35 from Exeter bus station, Stand 5. 

 

Stagecoach (service 55B) Mon-Sat (except Bank Holidays)  

To Tiverton: 07.55, 10.10, 12.10, 14.10, 16.10, 17.29 (this is the 155 service;  on Saturdays it is the 55B and runs at 

17.10), 18.10 from The Berry and Broadlands.  

Return from Tiverton Bus Station: 07.40, 08.35, 10.45, 12.45, 14.45, 15.55 (Mondays to Fridays term-time only), 

16.45, 17.45. 

 

To Exeter: 08.05, 09.00, 11.10, 13.10, 15.10, 16.20 (Mondays to Fridays term-time only), 17.10, 18.10 from The 

Berry and Broadlands.  

Return from Exeter Bus Station: 07.30, 09.45, 11.45, 13.45, 15.45, 17.05 (this is the 155 service; on Saturdays it is 

the 55B and runs at 16.45), 17.45.  

 

Stagecoach 55 service runs pretty much every half-hour in each direction along the Exeter-Tiverton road, stopping 

at the Thorverton turn (the Ruffwell). Please consult Stagecoach 55 Group timetable for details of this service. 

 

Stagecoach free service to Somerfield's, Broadclyst, from Broadlands on Tuesdays 14.00. 

 

Stagecoach offers a variety of concessions for regular commuters, shoppers, children, students and jobseekers as 

well as one-day unlimited-use Explorer tickets. Further details from Stagecoach: 01392 427711 or 01803 664500 or 

www.stagecoachbus.com or www.devon.gov.uk/devonbus. 

 

Devonbus Timetable Information: call Traveline 0871 200 2233 Timetables available at the Post Office 
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Diary 2013 
 

Please notify FOCUS Editor of additions or changes. 

(Email: focusonthorverton@yahoo.co.uk or phone Neville Lane on 861062) 

 

 

APRIL 

Tues 2nd   Women’s Institute monthly meeting, WI Hut, 7.30pm (NB evening meeting) 
Mon 8

th
  Allotment Holders' Quarterly Meeting, The Exeter Inn, 7:30pm 

Thurs11th Ladies group meet at Moss Bank School Lane at 7.30pm 

Sat 13
th
  ‘An Evening in the Holy Land’  at the Bridge Centre, Stoke Canon 

Thurs 18
th
 Arts Exchange, Make ‘em laugh, Campion Cottage, 8pm 

Fri 26
th
  History Society, Glastonbury Abbey by John Allan, WI Hut, 7.30pm 

Sat 27th   WI Coffee Morning and Market, WI Hut, 10.00 to 11.30am 
 

MAY 

Tues 7th          Women’s Institue  Annual Meeting, WI Hut, 7,30pm 

Tues 14
th
 – Sat 18

th   
 East Devon Arts Festival at Thorverton Church 

Fri 24
th
  History Society, Wolves, Dogs and People in the Past by Bryony Coles, WI Hut, 7.30pm 

Sat 25
th

 WI Coffee Morning and Market, WI Hut, 10.00 to 11.30am 

 
 

JUNE 

Sat 15
th
  Thorverton Country Show, Family Fun Day, Memorial Hall, 10:00am – 4:00pm 

 

SEPTEMBER 

Fri 27
th
  History Society, Agricultural Landscapes of the South West by Mark Overton, WI Hut, 7.30pm 

 

OCTOBER 

Fri 25
th
  History Society, Eleanor Coade by Geoffrey Harding, WI Hut, 7.30pm 

 

NOVEMBER 

Fri 22
nd

  History Society, Shackleton’s Amazing Antarctic Adventure by John Dike, WI Hut, 7.30pm 

 

2014 

JANUARY 

Fri 24
th
  History Society, AGM and speaker, WI Hut, 7.30pm 

 
Sat 8th June - Family Fun Day at Thorverton Memorial Hall (changed from 15th June) 
  
Sat 30th November - Holly Ball at Thorverton Memorial Hall 

Friday 12th April Thorverton Art Group New Term Starts – Thorverton Memorial Hall from 9:30 am. 


