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Editorial 
 
Another year comes towards an end.  As I type this – 
on 25th November – I notice that it is just one month 
to Christmas.  All those good intentions made last 
Christmas that this year I would be so much better 
organised and not have a last minute rush in buying 
Christmas presents once again came to nothing.   
 
The recent terrible weather hasn’t helped of course, 
or perhaps I am just using that as an excuse.  It did 
set me looking through some of John Morrish’s old 
cartoons for one appropriate for the time of year. You 
will see that I have put one on the cover taken from 
John’s December contribution of a few years ago.   
John, who sadly died a few years ago, produced a set 
of cartoons for Focus every month for many years 
and never failed to capture the moment, bringing a 
smile to our faces.  He is fondly remembered. 
 
I am very pleased to welcome a new member onto 
the editorial team:  Eileen Mason largely put together 
this month’s edition, although again I take full 
responsibility for any errors or omissions.  I am very 
grateful to Eileen for taking on this role from Ward  
Crawford (who remains in reserve, I hope, Ward!).  It 
was a particularly challenging experience as we lost  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
the document twice at critical moments after Eileen  
had spent a considerable time on it, so it has been a 
frustrating start for her.   I would also like to record 
my gratitude to Ward for the terrific job that he has 
done for us in compiling Focus, usually in alternate 
months (Rob Purvis covering the other months).  
Thank you, Ward. 
 
I hope that you enjoy this month’s Focus.  I am again 
pleased to be able to present a variety of articles 
giving a good representation of activity around the 
village, but if you are aware of things that we are not 
reporting and feel able to write me a few lines, please 
don’t hold back. 
 
May I take the opportunity to ask that any articles for 
January’s Focus be sent to me a little earlier than 
normal:  if you could get me anything for inclusion 
by the 18th December it could mean that I would be 
able to enjoy my Christmas dinner with Focus put to 
bed. 
 
I end by wishing you all a very Merry Christmas. 
 

Neville Lane, Editor 
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Letters 
From Margaret Turner-Warwick, Silver Street 

 
In his letter to Focus, Michael Baldwin is right in 
saying that if the Diocese can now be persuaded to 
offer its land for affordable houses only, it would 
certainly help one very urgent problem. The Parish 
Council is actively pursuing this.  It does not, of 
course, solve the village’s wider needs for lower cost 
homes to buy.   
 
I am not competent to engage in a debate on the 
moral rights or wrongs of the Church or the legal 
niceties of the responsibilities of Charity Trustees - 
few of us are. While Michael’s letter provides an 
excellent summary of the background and rationale 
for a national housing policy, he did not include the 
whole subsequent story. The policy focused on new 
housing developments in towns, and limited 
developments outside village settlement limits to 
affordable (subsidised) housing only, for local people 
- so called ‘exception sites’. This policy is carried 
through by some local authorities including Mid 
Devon into their ‘core strategies’.  
 
The problems with this restrictive policy on rural 
housing soon became evident, and Government 
commissioned (probably for political and social 
reasons), and recently endorsed (2009) the Taylor 
Review on Rural Economy and Affordable Housing. 
In this, factors concerning the sustainability of rural 
communities were considered in addition to 
affordable housing.  
 
In its response to the review, Government agreed that 
a “one size fits all approach cannot do justice to the 
diversity of rural communities”. “That means 
planning for the provision of housing to meet 
evidenced local needs” They go further and say this 
requires “subtle but important changes in approach 
by Government Departments and Government 
Officers and by rural planning authorities.” “The aim 
of national planning is to create a framework which 
allows those working at the local level (ie local 
authorities etc) to strike the right balance in the light 
of local needs and circumstances.” Space prevents 
quoting the many other references endorsing the need 
for flexibility. However as Michael points out, they 
also endorsed at the same time the ‘exception site’ 
policy outside settlement limits for affordable 
housing only, assuming that this would cover all local 
needs. It does not. This incompatible mixed message 
in the government response is at the root of our 
problem.   
 
Mid Devon District Council has chosen to adhere 
rigidly to its core strategy, and as John Spivey 

pointed out in the October Focus, it  ignores wider  
local needs and circumstances. Councils around the 
country, in Devon and Cornwall and particularly our 
immediate neighbour East Devon, have modified 
their policies to allow strictly limited mixed 
affordable and market housing in the light of local 
need and to sustain rural communities. It is 
understood that they have the support of regional 
government offices. 
 
The Thorverton Parish survey and Plan provides real 
evidence of need for low - cost market housing in 
addition to those requiring subsidised 
accommodation. 288 /392 people (73% of 
responders) agreed or strongly agreed that it would 
benefit the village for a limited number of houses to 
be built within the next ten years. 173 (44%) 
supported a broad range of different house 
ownership. In particular, 142 (36%) local people 
identified a need for houses in the lower price range 
for sale. This view was endorsed by the fact that the 
most common type of house wanted by those with an 
immediate personal need was a starter home to buy; a 
type rarely provided under affordable housing 
schemes. There is very little scope for these lower 
cost market houses within the current settlement line 
in Thorverton. 
 
Mixed housing schemes are now mandatory national 
policy on new developments on approved sites in or 
near towns because, it is reasoned, they meet wider 
needs and enhance social integration. This reasoning 
is however abandoned in the national policy on 
exception sites restricted to affordable housing only, 
which de facto promotes social discrimination. A 
further mixed message !  Mixed housing is also 
needed to strengthen the community to support the 
school, the local services and jobs, transport, social 
activities etc. Thus there is a strong case for limited 
mixed housing quite apart from the fact that this 
(albeit on a very modest scale) is also required to 
enable the Church Commissioners and other 
landowners to release their land. 
 
In summary, the national policy on housing 
development has now been modified by the 
Government’s response to the Matthew Taylor 
review and urges local authorities to take a more 
flexible and ‘balanced’ approach, but the Mid Devon 
District Council has not changed its core strategy to 
reflect this. In consequence this has become the key 
stumbling block to Thorverton obtaining its urgently 
needed housing.  
 
The obvious ‘balanced’ solution would be to allow 
small mixed developments to include low - cost 
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houses to buy, on suitable sites in rural areas (there 
are at least three in Thorverton) which have the 
support of the local people, which do not endanger 
the village heritage or countryside, which strengthen 
the viability of the rural community and which meet 
the needs of as many people as possible. 
 
We should continue to give our fullest support to our 
Parish Council and District Council representatives, 
to persuade Mid Devon District Council that it must 
either modify its core strategy or at least ensure that 
its Planning Committee uses their existing powers to 
override this strategy under the clause for ‘other 
material circumstances’ (and redefine the latter to 
bring it into line with national policy PPS3). 
  
 
 
From John White, Waters Ford 

 
I write further to letters from John Spivey & Mike 
Baldwin in the October/November editions of Focus. 
  
John was quite justified in his expression of anger at 
the way in which the Court Barton/Car Park Planning 
Application was considered by MDDC. 
  
I understand that quite a high number of the Planning 
Committee members abstained when the vote was 
taken. Whether or not this was some sort of protest I 
do not know. However, it would appear that the 
meeting was conducted under the umbrella of “the 
law is stronger than the men who made it”, with a 
consequential predetermined outcome of refusal. The 
needs and wishes of the people of Thorverton appear 
to have no importance. 
  
In his letter Mike Baldwin refers to sustainability 
principles which planners use in not allowing market 
value housing outside settlement limits. I find it 
somewhat questionable that these principles will have 
any significant beneficial impact on reducing CO2 
emissions. The sustainability debate, in this context, 
has another side to it. Many of our local service 
providers employ people from within the 
community, negating their need to travel to work. 
Many of these providers depend on a balanced level  
of growth simply to remain sustainable. Our excellent 
Primary School provides a classic example of this. 
  
Mike incorrectly asserts that the Court Barton scheme 
did nothing to redress the imbalance of affordable 
housing in Thorverton. He refers to the village figure 
of 11% against a rural average of 13% as highlighted 
in the Parish Plan. Had the scheme for seven open 
market houses and seven affordable houses gone 
ahead, the figure would have almost been redressed 

at 12.6%. (incidentally, the owner occupied 
proportion would have dropped from 75% to 74%.) 
  
Mike refers to up to 20 houses being the number of 
properties the majority of people feel should be built 
in the next ten years. On the same 50/50 split basis – 
10 of each – a figure of 13.2% would be achieved, 
taking us slightly above the rural average. If all 20 
were built on an affordable basis as he suggests, it 
would take us well above the average at 15.4%. 
(owner occupied reduces to 71.4%) 
  
The Housing & Planning group for the Parish Plan, 
which Mike chaired, highlighted the need for all 
types of accommodation, the largest requirement 
being for 11 starter homes to buy. This type of 
property is not normally available within the 
affordable housing development schemes, although it 
is my belief that both are equally important. 
  
The Parish Plan responses threw up a contradiction in 
that there is a need for approximately 40 properties of 
all types against a wish expressed by the majority to 
see only 20 built in the next 10 years. This 
imbalance, I believe, makes it all the more important 
that future developments are planned on a mixed 
basis which meet the needs of as large a cross section 
of the community as possible, thus maintaining the 
Social balance within the village.  
  
For this to happen, MDDC need to modify their 
approach to rural housing developments. Change will 
only come about if we make our feelings known to 
the planners and support our own local councillors. 
At the end of the day, we live here – they don’t! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                      
 

 
Clive & Jane King 

Wish all our friends in and around  
Thorverton 

A Very Merry Christmas and 
A Happy New Year 
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From Sally Baldwin of Jericho Street 

 
I would like to thank everyone for their cards and 
messages of sympathy following the recent death of 
my mother Betty. 
 
Also thank you to Reverend Dettmer for his help and 
sensitivity, and to all those who made her funeral 
seem like a good way to say goodbye: Elspeth’s 
lovely flowers, Heather’s music, Allison and 
Stephen’s hospitality in the Thorverton Arms and 
everybody who came to support us. 
 
 
From Andrea Jones of  Bullen Close 
 
I would like to ask why, when people are walking 
down unlit roads, in particular the road down to the 
village from the main Exeter road, do they not wear 
something either fluorescent or bright so as to be 
made clear to drivers? Many a time we have been out 
and have gone round a corner and narrowly missed 
someone, because they were wearing all dark 
clothing. The Highway Code says to wear something 
light or fluorescent so they CAN be seen. It also 
says in the Highway Code that pedestrians should 
walk facing the oncoming traffic where there is no 
pavement, the point being that car drivers can see 
them, so both the car and pedestrian can move round 
each other. So many people do not seem to know this 
or if they do, choose not to bother. These rules are 
only made to help protect the pedestrian. I was 
knocked down and badly injured as a child and 
wouldn’t want it to happen to anyone else, because 
they didn’t think. 
  

From Garth and Melissa Pearce, formerly of 
the Thorverton Arms 

After more than four years running the Thorverton 
Arms, we bid farewell to the village in October.  We 
had a great time in Thorverton and would like to say 
a big thank you to all those people who made us feel 
welcome and who have now become our friends.  We 
promise to stay in touch.  We’d like to say a special 
thank you to Penny for all her hard work and support 
- we certainly had lots of fun and have left with some 
very fond memories.  We’re off to pastures new, not 
very far away: we’re opening a new restaurant, 
Exeter Sausage and Grill and cocktail bar, 44 Below 
on Queen Street in Exeter.  Both will be open in 
January and we look forward to seeing you there.  
Best of luck to Stephen and Allison with their new 
venture at the Thorverton Arms. 

  

From Rob Purvis of Jericho Street 

On Thursday 19th November I had one of those bad-
cycle-home-from-work days. I left work at 4pm for 
the 10 mile ride home, which normally takes about 
50-60 minutes. Half way home, somewhere near 
Poltimore, my front light stopped working, but there 
was still a bit of light in the sky and I thought I'd 
make it home before it got totally dark.  
 
Cycling the lanes between Poltimore and Thorverton 
is normally uneventful, apart from startling the odd 
mouse or rabbit, or getting buzzed by an owl, or 
scaring a horse so the rider falls off. Ok, so actually it 
is often eventful.  
 
Anyway, to add the the excitement on this particular 
thursday evening were all the mud and stones that 
had been washed out of the fields by the recent rain. 
One of these stones ambushed me in the dusk as I 
was nearing Rewe. It was the kind of ambush that 
causes the ambushee to cycle both wheels over said 
stone. No problem, thought the ambushee, I've cycled 
over stones before. But on this occasion the slow 
puncture in my front tyre, that I had been ignoring for 
the last three weeks, speeded up.  
 
Consequently by the time I reached the crossroads in 
Rewe my front tyre was as flat as the proverbial 
Shrove Tuesday snack. So I jumped into action as 
Tube Changing Man and 20 minutes later I was 
cycling slowly home from Rewe via Nether Exe. But 
now my lack of a front light was a serious handicap. 
It was dark. The lane faintly reflected the light 
pollution from the sky so I could just make out where 
the hedge ended and the road surface started.  
 
Now I had a choice of lanes to take. My normal route 
is along the lane from Nether Exe to Latchmoor - 
known as Dirty Lane to me because of all the stones, 
mud and puddles generated by farm traffic. The 
alternative route is the lane that comes out on the 
Tiverton road just next to Speedway garage. This 
lane is known, inevitably, as Clean lane.  
 
My previous stone ambush experience made the 
decision easy - Clean Lane it was, so I headed for the 
Tiverton road. Of course, while cycling on the A396 
from Speedway garage to the Ruffwell Inn turning at 
about 5:45, one is bound to encounter some traffic. 
Those drivers coming from behind could see my rear 
light and my glaring orange waterproof, but drivers 
on the other side of the road saw a lightless idiot 
cyclist on a busy road at night. One such driver let off 
a two second blast of car horn as they sped by on the 
way to Exeter (because they must have though that 
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would have helped me keep my balance in the dark), 
but most simply carried on driving on the other side 
of the road well away from me.  
 
The road through Latchmoor to Thorverton was also 
quite busy and one man approaching me from the 
Thorverton direction slowed down, opened his 
window and yelled "LIIIIIGHTS!". I would like to 
thank that man for being so helpful, in pointing out 
something that he had noticed and I presumably 
hadn't. the fact that my lights weren't working.  
 
The final stretch from the river into Thorverton was 
uneventful, although I had to dodge those little 
uneven parts of the road that car drivers don't notice, 
but have resulted in flat tyres for my bike in the past. 
Of course this dodging had to be done from memory, 
rather than in the glow of a bike light.  
 
It was quite an adventure really. 
 
From Jen Pascoe 
 
Children in Need Christmas Gift & Craft Market. 
We had a great show of support again at this year’s 
event, and in a time when we all have to be a bit 
more careful I was thrilled by everyone’s generosity.  
We raised a fantastic sum of £602 for Children in 
Need, all made possible with help from a great team. 
We had a lovely selection of stalls this year with 
something for everyone, and I’ve heard some really 
positive feedback.  And as always the kitchen was a 
great hit offering lots of delicious home-cooked 
goodies.  I’d like to say a massive ‘THANK YOU’ to 
the team who made it all run so smoothly, Abby, 
Claire, Penny, Steph, Darryll, Jacqui, Selina, Jack A, 
Lou, Glyn, Tania, Kaitlyn, Jack, Elsie, Archie, John 
& Jean. You were all brilliant & worked so hard. 

I’d also like to thank some of the local businesses 
who kindly donated raffle prizes: Greg Vooght 
Westexe Forklifts, Dine@ the Bell, Elite Blinds, Exe 
Valley Farm Shop, The Exeter Inn, The Thorverton 
Arms, Heather Colley Yoga, David Knightley 
Computer Problems& Peter Woolacott.  If I forgot 
anyone please forgive me.   And finally, thank you to 
everyone that very kindly donated prizes on the day, 
but there were so many of you I can’t name you all. 
I hope you all enjoyed yourselves & found some 
lovely and possibly some unusual gifts for friends, 
family or yourself.  From my point of view, it was 
worth the hard work knowing we managed to raise 
such a healthy total, but also because it was a lovely 
community event bringing people together. Thank 
you. 
 
From Sue Vooght of Sherwood, Milford Lane 
  
I wish all my friends, neighbours and acquaintances a 
very Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.  I will 
be giving a donation to a charity again this year 
instead of sending cards to you all. 
  
With my best wishes. 
  
 
From Dorothy May of Bridge House 
  
Many thanks to Mr Butt and Michael Ayre for 
clearing the silt out of the bed of the stream in the 
centre of the village (see John Spivey’s photo 

below).  In the recent bad storms it made such a 
difference - the stream coped with the extra water and 
we certainly did not have so many worries. 
  
Thank you again and hopefully the stream will never 
get into such a bad state in the future. 
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From Ken and Marj Maynard of Bullen Street 
 
Marjorie and I would like to (through the pages of 
Focus) wish all friends and the people of Thorverton 
a very Happy Christmas and every success for 2010.  
As we are spending Chrsitmas with our son and 
family in Australia we will see you in the New Year. 
 
 
The North Devon Family Mediation Service  
 
I received a letter from the North Devon Family 

Mediation Service, a charity operating to help 

families or couples who are separating in dealing 

with issues such as children, finances and property.  

The Service provides an impartial mediator to help 

reach decisions.  There is an office at Tiverton Town 

Hall.  I have leaflets should anyone want one, or 

alternatively contact the service on 01271 321888.   

Ed 

Carsharedevon.com  

Carsharedevon.com is officially one of the most 
successful car share schemes in the country having 
now attracted more than 7,000 members. 
 
Stuart Hughes, Devon County Council Cabinet 
Member for Highways and Transportation, said: 
“Reaching this milestone of 7,000 members is very 
impressive and it’s a tribute to the positive response 
from right across Devon. I’m proud that people in the 
county are giving their full support to car sharing and 
it helps to highlight why Devon is currently the 
Transport Local Authority of the Year.  “Matching up 
with other drivers and sharing the empty seats in a 
car is a brilliant way of tackling congestion and 
helping the environment. The continuing high cost of 
fuel makes car sharing a more appealing alternative. 
Reducing the amount you use your car and therefore 
how often you need to re-fuel, or by receiving a 
contribution towards your fuel costs from your car 
sharers, means people can make considerable savings 
by car sharing." 
 
The benefits of car sharing include:  
• Reduced travel costs - by splitting the costs of 
travel, drivers and passengers can save money on the 
cost of fuel; 
• Reduced congestion; 
• Reduced pollution; 
• Improved access in areas with limited public 
transport;  
• Improved road safety. 
 
Many successful matches have already been made 

through Carsharedevon.com. 
 
Robert Willis and Will Pyne regularly share from 
Okehampton to Pynes Hill in Exeter. Through 
carsharedevon.com they found Chris Patrick from 
Whiddon Down and Stuart Glanville from South 
Tawton to share the journey into Exeter. For a year 
four of them shared and Robert estimates that they 
saved £200 per month each. Chris Patrick has since 
retired but the others are continuing to share.  
 
Kevan Davies from Willand commutes to Exeter with 
Georgina and Tim Hipwell from Cullompton. They 
were joined by Martyn Owen, who is also from 
Willand, after he registered at Carsharedevon.com. 
Kevan said: “We aren’t able to share every day but it 
is cutting down a great deal on the number of times I 
have to drive to work alone, which saves me money.” 
 
Car sharers can help spread the message to other 
motorists by displaying a car share windscreen 
sticker available from Devon County Council at 
travelwise@devon.gov.uk. The stickers bear the 
slogan 'Share cars, not queues'.  
 
To join the scheme go to www.carsharedevon.com 

 
 

 
Barn Dance Beano 
 
And a good time was had by all…  On Saturday the 
17th October Thorverton Hall opened its doors for an 
evening of fun and activity organised by a group 
drawn from the Netherexe parishes.   
 
Music by the Woodsiders soon had people tapping 
their feet and the excellent caller made it very easy 
for anyone to join in the dances, from 6 to 60+ years 
old.  It was a real family occasion with mums, dads 
and children, happily chattering teenagers and others 
eager to swing and do-si-do or enjoy a drink on the 
sidelines with friends. Hot pasties went down a treat 
and a table full of prizes made for a popular raffle run 
by Barry and Pat Forrest-Jones.  
 
An evening to remember with a smile for all who 
came along. 
 
Sale of tickets covered the costs of band, hall and 
supper and a profit of £35.20 will go towards the 
churches’ work with young people. 



Focus on Thorverton 3 Vol. 40  No. 11 December 2009 

 

  

Thorverton Parish Council  
Report of the November meeting  

of  the Parish Council 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
Affordable Housing/ Village Shop/Post Office 
 
The Council was informed that a directional sign to the Post Office should soon be erected in Bullen Street.  
Council discussed how best to approach the Diocese regarding a possible site for affordable housing. 
 
Planning Matters 
 

A. To note  Planning Decisions received to date of meeting:- 
No decisions had been received. 

B. To consider Planning Applications received to date of meeting:- 
(i) Ref: 09/0159/FULL Erection of building for use as agricultural worker’s accommodation (revised scheme) 
North Down Farm. 
 
Other Parish Business 
 

• District Councillor Bob Deed who was unable to attend the meeting due to MDDC commitments 
elsewhere, had reported that only one person had so far volunteered to assist with the Community Speed 
Watch Scheme.  If you would like to offer your assistance, please get in touch with Councillor Deed. 

• The “Walking Bus” along Silver Street is now in operation.  The Council would like to thank those 
residents living along the route who had very kindly co-operated with Council’s request to ensure there 
were no obstacles in the children’s way. 

• A speed camera in operation along Silver Street had revealed that the majority of vehicles approached the 
village at 38-39mph, i.e. in excess of the speed limit. 

• Due to concerns about speeding traffic at the other end of the village, the Council had decided to ask 
MDDC to reposition the 30mph sign near Lynch Close nearer to the Thorverton sign. 

• The Chairman had cleared away stones from the bed of the brook at Jubilee Green.  A delivery of boulders 
for installation at the dam at the head of the watercourse was awaited. 

 
Casual Vacancy 
 
Residents are reminded that there is currently a vacancy for a Parish Councillor following the resignation of 
Councillor Hayes. As there was no request for an election to be held, the Council will proceed to fill the vacancy by 
co-option.  Residents who are interested in serving on the Council should contact either the Chairman (Michael 
Ayre, telephone 860434) or the Clerk as soon as possible. 
 
The next Parish Council meeting will take place in the Memorial Hall on Tuesday, 8th December 2009 at 7.30pm. 
 
An Agenda is displayed on the Parish Notice Board prior to meetings and Minutes are displayed in the same place 
once they have been approved by Councillors. 
 

 
Jane Lane, Parish Clerk Telephone: 01392 861062, email: Thorvertonclerk@aol.com 

www.Thorvertonparishcouncil.org 
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Thorverton Memorial Hall News 
 

 
Reg. Charity No. 203776 

 

Merry Christmas to you all 
 

Christmas Saturday Market 
 
The Market this month will continue until 11.30am, 
giving everyone an extra half hour. During this time 
Father Christmas will join us and will conduct the 3 
Christmas 100 Club draws and the Christmas Market 
Draw. So come along and find out who the lucky 
winners are this year. 
 

100 Club Draw Winner for November 
No 100 – Morwenna White 

 

Market Draw Winners for November were:  
Chicken Dinner  Karl Wilson 
Fruit Basket  Jenny Garne 
Tin of Celebrations Paddy Milford 
 

Holly Ball 
 
Taylor and the Made Gentleman will once again be 
entertaining us at the Holly Ball on Saturday 5th 
December. The fun starts at 8.00pm with a glass of 
bubbly to get you in the festive mood. At 8.30 the free 
drinks will be replaced by trays of canapés. During this 
time there will be plenty of opportunity to chat with 
friends while the group plays some quiet “easy 
listening” music. 
 
This is a “black tie” event, where we request that gents 
come along either in DJs or dark suits. For the ladies, 
anything from your party frock to a glittery top is the 
order of the day. 
 
Please contact Jen Pascoe (861154) or Jean White 
(860827) to see if any tickets are still available. 
 

100 Club 
 
Numbers are now available for new members. For 
existing members, please let Jean know as soon as 
possible if you do not want to renew your membership 
so she can let someone else have the number. 

Membership is open to anyone and costs £24 per year. 
Your number is entered in the monthly draw at the 
Saturday market for £50.  the Christmas market there are 
two extra draws, for £500 and £100. If you would like to 
know more about the 100 club or would like to join 
please contact Jean White on 860827. 
 

Over 70s Sunday Lunch 
 
On Sunday 24th January 2010 at 1.00pm. The Memorial 
Hall Committee invite all local people aged 70 or over to 
join us for a superb Sunday Roast Lunch with a 
welcome drink on arrival for £4 only. (Partners need not 
be over 70!) Wine and beers will be available at cost 
price. The Lunch will be followed by entertainment 
organised by TADS. Courtesy transport to and from the 
Hall will be available by prior arrangement. 
 
This is a non profit making event supported by the 
Leonard Trust. Tickets, which are limited, are available 
from: 
Jen Pascoe, 17 Cleaves Close (861154) or  
Jean White, Waters Ford (860827) 
 

New Bench 
 
We are very grateful to the Thorverton branch of the 
British Legion for their generous gift of a new bench for 
the Amenity Area. This will be put in place in the early 
Spring and we hope it will get plenty of use. 
 

  THORVERTON    
MEMORIAL HALL 

 

CHRISTMAS SATURDAY 

MARKET 
 

 
 

Saturday 12th December 

          9.30 - 11.30am        
Christmas Gifts         

Breakfast Bar, Books, Preserves 
Fruit & Veg, Plants, Cards, Draw 

Bric-a-brac, Cakes, Jewellery etc. 
 

 100 Club CHRISTMAS DRAWS  
 
 

Reg. Charity No. 203778 
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Notice Board 

 

 
 

THORVERTON  
MEMORIAL HALL 

 
 

Saturday 5th December 
 
 

Holly Ball 
 

8.00 – midnight 
 
 

 
Bubbly 8.00-8.30, Canapés 8.45 – 9.30 

 
Tickets £9 each 

On sale at the November Market then from Jen 

(861154) or Jean (860827) 
 

Black tie, DJ’s or dark lounge suits 
 

Full Bar Facilities 
 

 
Reg. Charity No. 203778 

 

 
THORVERTON    

MEMORIAL HALL 
 

The Memorial Hall Committee invite all Local Senior 
Citizens aged 70 or over, to a 

 
Sunday Lunch 

with 
Entertainment by TADS 

 
Transport (if required) 

 
Sunday 24th January 

 

1.00pm 
 

Tickets £4 per person 
Tickets are available from Jen Pascoe (861154) or Jean 
White (860827) and can only be purchased in advance 

 
Reg. Charity No. 203778 

 

CALLING ALL SINGERS ! 
 

Have you been inspired by watching “The Choir” and 
want to have a go?  Come and join the choir for the 

 
FESTIVAL OF LESSONS AND CAROLS 

 
at Thorverton Parish Church on 

 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 20th at 5 p.m. 

 
Practices are in the church at 7.45 to 9 p.m. on 

THURSDAYS, DECEMBER 3rd, 10th and 17th. 
 

No previous experience needed 
A warm welcome awaits you! 

 
Younger singers, aged 7 – 13 can join the Junior Consort 

for their practices on 
MONDAYS, DECEMBER 7th in school and 

DECEMBER 14th in church. 
 

We have a drink and biscuits at 3.30 p.m. and finish our 
practice at 4.30 p.m. 

 
If these dates are difficult for you, get in touch and we 

will try to find alternatives. 
 

Further details from Mary Thomas, 860730 
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Will you just listen……?” 
 
We all listen every day…..But how well do we do it?  Do we 
feel we are really listened to…?  Or is the person to whom we 
are speaking only listening with one ear?   

 
Are we prepared to give time to listen…to listen in 
silence…...or do we butt in… leaving little space for someone 
to think for themselves, what they really want to say…. 
 
Everyone needs to listen well to others in order to have good 
quality relationships.   Many people suffer a great  
range of physical and emotional sicknesses.  Often what they 
need is a listening ear…..Good quality listening can offer a 
person new strength and a way forward to healing and 
reconciliation but a good listener is not always easy to find. 
 
Last year the church ran a DVD introductory two session 
listening course entitled “Just Listen”.    As a follow up, a four 
session course will take place at Stoke Canon Church in the 
New Year.  Entitled Learning to Listen, it aims at cultivating 
an attitude of listening so that we might listen better at home, 
at work, within the church and community.   
 
The course consists of teaching, general discussion and group 
work including more about, how to listen to one another, to 
ourselves and to God. 
 
They will take place on Wednesday mornings from 10.30am – 
12.30pm on 20th and 27th January and 3rd and 10th February 
2010.   
 
To take part in a “Just Listen”, “Learning to Listen” course or 
for more details please contact Carole Hossell  01392 461279 
by Tuesday 5th January 2010 
  
These listening courses are led and resourced by the Acorn 
Christian Healing Foundation.    Christian Listening, part of 
the Foundation’s work, is a nationwide project whereby 
church members are trained in the skills of active listening.    

. 
 
 

The Exe Valley Film Society 

 
        

Our next film is:                     

“The Postman Only Rings Twice” 

on Thursday, 17th December 2009 
7.30pm for an 8.00pm start.  

 Bring a glass and a bottle of your choice. We provide the 

popcorn. 
For further information please phone 

Mary or Emma 840072     ~   Sue 841785    ~    Roger 841765 

 
 
 

Be part of the biggest tree planting attempt in the UK 
and help the environment 

 
Are you free on Saturday, 5th December 2009 between 

11am – 12 noon? 
 
Yes?  Then why not come and support an attempt to beat the 
Guinness World Record* for the number of trees planted in 

one hour? 
 
As a part of National Tree Week, the 
BBC’s Breathing Places Tree O’Clock 
event is a world record attempt to plant 
the most trees in one hour.  The overall 
aim is to plant a million native trees.   
 

So far, approximately 264,000 pledges from 67 counties in the 
UK have been registered. 
Everyone is very welcome to join us in the Millennium Green 
where four saplings will be planted during the specified hour, 
regardless of the weather!  Please do try to come along and be 
a part of this. 
 
Don’t forget:  Saturday, 5th December between 11am – 12 

noon.  [Please note the time: it is not t(h)ree o’clock/3pm!]  If 
anyone is planning to plant saplings in a garden or orchard, 
perhaps you would like to schedule the planting for Saturday 
5th and personally strengthen the challenge.  You need to 
register your participation beforehand and to digitally 
photograph the planting. 
 
More information about this event and how to register (not 
necessary for supporters of the Millennium Green planting), 
together with tips and advice about choosing and planting a 
sapling, and details of free sapling schemes, are available at: 
www.bbc.co.uk/breathingplaces/treeoclock . 
 
If you are a nature lover, why not also take a look at 
 www.bbc.co.uk/autumnwatch ? 
 
*The world record has been held by the Philippines since 
2006.  Initiated by the Philippines’ government, 653,143 trees 
were planted along a 2,137 mile road network.  The ‘Green 
Philippine Highways’ project, as it was named, aims to 
improve the country’s air quality. 

Ros Brimacombe, Millennium Green volunteer 
(01392-861324) 

 

ALLOTMENT HOLDERS QUARTERLY 
MEETING 

 
Monday 11 January, 7.30 p.m. 

 
At the Exeter Inn All allotment holders are invited 
to this meeting to exchange ideas and information 
and to discuss any proposals for changes of 
improvements. 
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Five  and  Alive 

New Year – New You? 

Want to make some changes towards a 

Healthier Lifestyle? 

Do you need a bit of motivation to make changes 

towards a healthier lifestyle, to eat more healthily, to feel 

more positive and to lose some weight? Some plain and 

simple guidance on ways to stay fit and well would 

help? 

. Come to the five one hour sessions each week, there 

will be lots of ideas, discussion and encouragement to 

help you make those positive changes 

Five and Alive Sessions are starting at  
The Bridge (in Stoke Canon Church) on  

Monday 4 January 2010,  
10.30 to 11.30 am open to men and women 

For more information and to book your place please 
contact  

Sylvia Wakeham on 077 11 820 584 
Supported by Wyndham House Surgery, Silverton 

 

Thorverton Arts Exchange 
 
At Arts Exchange meetings we share our enthusiasms 
for writing, music, painting, film, craft etc. with one 
another. 
 
Usually there is a theme to our choices, but occasionally 
an individual member will take responsibility for a 
whole evening.  
 
The meetings take place in members’ homes at 8.00 p.m. 
on Thursdays. The next meeting is: 
 
December 9th :   Ending, Campion Cottage 
 
New members are always welcome.  For further 
information contact Louise Page, Campion Cottage, 
860509 
 
 

The Ashreigney Hand Bell Ringers 
are performing at  

Brampford Speke Chapel 
On 

 

Wednesday, 2
nd

 December 
at 7.30pm 

Everyone is welcome 

 

7
th

 Christmas Tree Festival at  Crediton 
Parish Church 
 
Thursday 3

rd
 – Sunday 6

th
 December 

 
Opening hours Thurs & Fri 11am – 6pm,  Sat 
10.30am – 7pm, Sun 2pm – 5pm 
Over 60 decorated and illuminated trees,  6 – 20 
feet in height will fill the church.  Stalls, tombola, 
tree of dedication, refreshments, free admission. 
 
The Church Choir and guest Luc Walpot (harpist) 
will give a Concert of Choral Christmas Music 
including a Ceremony of Carols by Benjamin 
Britten on the Sat evening at 7.30pm.   
 
Concert admission £6, students and under 16 free. 
 
Refreshments of mulled wine and mince pies during 
the interval. 
 
 All enquiries please tel: 01363 773669 

 

Coffee Morning 
 

 
 

For Thorverton and Silverton Surgeries 

 
Saturday 5th December 

10.00 to 12.00 
 

At the WI Hut, Thorverton 

 
Cakes and Preserves, Raffle, Tombola 

and Bring and Buy 
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Thorverton Parish Church 

 

CAROL SINGING AROUND THE VILLAGE 
 

Tuesday 22nd December  – 7.00p.m. 
 

Do come and join us 

 
Meet in The Berry 

 
Collection in aid of Help The Aged 

 

 

Brampford Speke, 19
th

 March 
Villages in Action Event  - With a world famous singer from the 60s "Windmills of his Mind" with Noel 
Harrison (His record "Windmills of your Mind" was in the Top Ten of the Hit Parade for 14 weeks from 26th 
February 1969) 8.00pm start. Adults £7 Concessions £5 
 

 
Children in Need – Late News 
Davina and Richard Barron would like to thank the six pubs in Thorverton and Silverton for coping with the 
two old crumblies collecting for Children in Need on Friday 20th November. A magnificent £173 was raised. 
Many thanks for everybody,s generosity.  
 
  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Craft Evening 
in the Brampford Speke Village Hall 
on Friday, 4th December from 7.30 – 9.30pm 

 

Buy your Christmas cards and presents from our talented local crafts people, be 

entertained with live music, and enjoy good food and mulled wine without the need 

to leave the village.   

 
Phone 01392 841785 if you would like to book a table.  Tables cost £5 plus a raffle 

prize.   
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NOT THE VILLAGE SHOP 

 
Open: Mon—Fri 8.3Oam—l pm and 3—00 pm 

Sat 8.3Oam—12 noon 

• local milk and bread daily 

local ham, bacon, meat, potatoes etc. 

• bulk purchases of groceries, wholefoods, 

detergents etc. available and delivered if 

you wish 

fairtrade goods for sale and to order now 

for Christmas. 

Telephone 01392 861118 to order or for 

information, or visit us at the Village Car 

Park, Bullen St. Thorverton — before it’s too 

late! We’d also like to hear from anyone who 

could offer help in the shop before our 

planned move. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Children in Need Fund Raising in 
Thorverton 

Kaitlyn pedalled for Pudsey! 

On Sunday 1st November Kaitlyn Scott with family 
& friends, cycled from Thorverton to Shobrooke 
Park & back again to raise money for Children In 
Need. 

The weather was atrocious but that was not going to 
stop us, although cycling into a severe headwind 
did leave Kaitlyn feeling very sick. 

The 10 mile journey took about 90 minutes to 
complete & went without a hitch, although 
Stephanie Needs did end up in a ditch whilst trying 
to keep out the way of an oncoming Land Rover. 

I am pleased to say that Kaitlyn raised £151 for 
Pudsey & is already trying to decide what she is 
going to do next year! Well done Kaitlyn, all of 
your family are very proud you. 

From ‘The Scott lot @ Thorverton’ 
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Children in Need Christmas Market at the Memorial Hall on 7
th

 November 
 

 
 
 

Parish Church Services and News 
The Church of England welcomes you! 

The Netherexe Parishes  A Mission Community in the Diocese of Exeter   www.netherexe.org 

 

DECEMBER 6  Advent 2 
09:00 AM Holy Communion [C] at Huxham AS 
10.00 AM Family Holy Communion  [C] at Newton St Cyres SM & DD 
10:00 AM Holy Communion [C] with Children’s Group at Thorverton HD 
11:15 AM Holy Communion [C] at Cowley JB 
11:15 AM Service of the Word & Toy Service at Rewe  DB/BB 
11.15 AM Holy Communion [C] at Upton Pyne DD 
  5:00 PM Service with a Smile'  & Toy Service J  at Stoke Canon  For all ages 
  6:30 PM Service of the Word [Advent Carols] at Brampford Speke DD & PW 
  6.30 PM Evening Prayer [BCP] at Poltimore HD 
 
 
DECEMBER 13  Advent 3 
09.00 AM Holy Communion [C] at Upton Pyne DD 
10.00 AM Holy Communion [C] at Newton St Cyres DD 
10:00 AM Holy Communion [C] at Stoke Canon  HD 
10.00 AM Family Service of the Word  at Thorverton Lay-led 
11:15 AM Holy Communion [C] at Rewe  HD 
 4.00 PM Family Service & Christingle  at Poltimore HD 
 6.30 PM Evening Prayer [BCP] at Cadbury DD 
 
DECEMBER 17 
7:00 PM Service of Lessons & Carols at Netherexe DD 
  
DECEMBER 20   Advent 4  
08.00 AM Holy Communion [BCP] at Newton St Cyres HD 
10:00 AM Holy Communion [C] at Poltimore  DD 
10:00 AM Service of Lessons & Carols at Stoke Canon HD 
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11.15 AM Service of Lessons & Carols at Rewe DD 
 5.00 PM Service of Lessons & Carols at Thorverton DD 
 5.00 PM Nativity Pageant at Upton Pyne  Lay Led & HD 
 6.30 PM Service of Lessons & Carols at Brampford Speke Lay-led 
 6.30 PM Service of Lessons & Carols at Cadbury HD 
 6:30 PM Service of Lessons & Carols  at Huxham JD 
 6.30 PM Service of Lessons & Carols at Newton St Cyres DD 
 
DECEMBER 24 Christmas Eve 
  4:00 PM Crib Service at Stoke Canon GK 
11:00 PM Holy Communion [C] at Newton St Cyres HD 
11:00 PM Holy Communion [C] at Poltimore DD/JD 
11:00 PM  Holy Communion [C] at Stoke Canon HW 
11:00 PM Holy Communion [C] at Upton Pyne AS   
 
 
DECEMBER 25 Christmas Day  
09:00 AM Holy Communion [C] at Brampford Speke HD 
09:00 AM Holy Communion [C] at Huxham DD 
10:00 AM Family Worship J  at Brampford Speke HD 
10:00 AM Holy Communion [C] at Cadbury CH 
10:00 AM Family Service at Newton St Cyres SM 
10.45 AM Holy Communion [C] at Newton St Cyres SM 
10.30 AM Family Holy Communion [C] at Rewe SS 
10:30 AM Family Holy Communion [C] at Thorverton DD 
 
 
DECEMBER 27 St John 
 
11.15 AM Holy Communion [C] at Rewe DD 
 
 JANUARY 2010 
The pattern of Sunday services in the Netherexe parishes has been revised with effect from January.  Particular 

services in a church may now take place on a different Sunday of the month – please see the detailed listings which 

follow.  As always, you will find a warm welcome. 

 
JANUARY 3   The Epiphany 
 
10:00 AM Service with a Smile & Christingle J  at Brampford Speke for all ages  
10:00 AM Service of the Word  at Poltimore VC/GMS 
10:00 AM Holy Communion [C] at Thorverton CH 
11:15 AM Holy Communion [C] at Cowley JB 
11:15 AM Service of the Word at Rewe AB/GS 
11:15 AM Holy Communion [C] at Upton Pyne HD 
5:00PM Service with a Smile J  at Stoke Canon for all ages 
6:30 PM Evening Prayer [BCP] at Cadbury JD 
6:30 PM Service of the Word at Newton St Cyres HD 
 
Services in the Netherexe Parishes 
 
Your parish churches aim to provide a variety of service types to meet the needs of the whole community.  
Everyone is welcome at all services!   
Most Sunday services except those early in the morning include hymns and music 
 
‘Service with a Smile’ at Brampford Speke 
‘Service with a Smile’ at Stoke Canon 
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 These Family Services are designed for all ages and with the needs of young children especially in mind.  
They are informal and contemporary in style, often including a children’s activity at the beginning; without 
communion.  Services usually last about 35 minutes and are followed by refreshments 
 
Young people’s group meeting during the 10 am service at Thorverton on the first Sunday of the month in 
school term time 
Holy Communion (C) 
Traditional service in contemporary language (one hour) 
Holy Communion (T) 
Traditional service in traditional language (one hour) 
Holy Communion (BCP)  
Very traditional, quiet and reflective service from the Book of Common Prayer (45 minutes) 
Service of the Word (SW) 
Morning or Evening Service (without communion) in contemporary language, often lay-led 
Morning Prayer (BCP) 
Traditional Morning Service (Mattins) from the Book of Common Prayer (about an hour) 
Evening Prayer or Choral Evensong (BCP) 
Traditional Evening Service from the Book of Common Prayer (about an hour) 
 
Daily Services   Usual pattern  
   
Monday 09:00 Morning Prayer at Stoke Canon Chapel 

Tuesday 09:00 Morning Prayer at Stoke Canon Church 
  18:00 Evening Prayer at Rewe   

Wednesday 09:00 Morning Prayer at Thorverton   

Thursday 09:00 Morning Prayer at Thorverton 
  17:00 Evening Prayer at Newton St Cyres   

Friday  09:00 Morning Prayer at Thorverton   

Saturday 09:00 Morning Prayer at Thorverton 

Midweek Holy Communion will be celebrated at Thorverton at 09.30 am on the following Wednesdays  
9 December, 20 January 
All are welcome 
 
Who's Who:- 
DD = The Rev Douglas Dettmer, Priest-in-
Charge 01392 860332 
SS  = The Rev Sue Sheppard, Associate 
Minister.   01392 841284 
HD = The Rev Hilary Dawson, Assistant Curate     
 01392 841928 
JB  = The Rev John Benton 
BB  = Mrs Bridget Boxall 
DB  = Mr David Boxall 
AB  = Mrs Annabel Branney 
CC  = Mr Chris Cook 
JC  = Mrs Jane Cook 
JD = Mrs Julia Dallen 
CH  = The Rev Chris Hughes 

GK  = Mrs Gwynneth Keehner 
JM  = Preb John Mapson 
DP  = Mr David Perrott 
SM = The Rev Sue Martin 
GMS  = Geoffrey Saltmarsh 
VC = Mrs Veronica Clarke 
VM = Mrs Valerie Mills 
MJ  = Mrs Maureen Owen-Jones 
JS  = Mr John Sandford 
GS  = Mr Guy Sheppard 
AS  = The Rev Alan Simmonds 
PW = The Rev Peter Webb 
HW = The Rev Harold Whitty 
JH = Mrs Jenny Hanson 
GP = Mrs Gerda Perrott

 
 
Family Services of the Word marked ☺ are led 
by Lay Teams 

 
 

For more information about the Netherexe 
Parishes please see www.netherexe.org 
or speak to Mrs Margaret Lowe  Administration 
Manager 07594 714590 (Monday – Wednesday) 
Would you like a lift to church? 
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May we offer you a lift to the parish church or to a 
joint service elsewhere?  For transport to Sunday 
services from locations in Thorverton parish, please 
ring Steve Rendell on (01392) 860780.  To arrange a  
 
 

 
lift to the weekday Holy Communion at Thorverton 
on the dates listed above, please ring Margaret 
Turner-Warwick on (01392) 861173 
 

Letter from Revd Sue Sheppard 
 
When I was a school chaplain the answer to the 
question “What do you do?” was relatively easy.  
Everyone knows what a school chaplain is – even if 
many have only a hazy idea of what a school 
chaplain does.  Since I moved to my present job in 
2005, however, I have found it more difficult to 
explain to people what I do as very few will have 
much idea what being a “core staff tutor with the 
South West Ministry Training Course” involves.  So 
I am taking this opportunity to tell you a bit about the 
Course (known as SWMTC for short), the work it 
does within the South West and my role within it. 
 
SWMTC currently trains women and men for 
ordained ministry in the Methodist and Anglican 
churches.  It also trains women and men for Reader 
ministry in the diocese of Exeter.  It is a “Course” 
rather than a “College” because it does this training 
part time (usually over three years) and non-
residentially.  In other words it caters for those 
ministry students who don’t want to cause a lot of 
upheaval for their family by moving to a residential 
college to study, or who want to continue working in 
their secular jobs after ordination and therefore can’t 
give those jobs up while training and so choose to 
train part time and non-residentially. 
 
What does part time and non-residential training 
involve for those students?   Well  - a lot of evening 
and weekend work!  As I am sure you know our own  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Julia Dallen is currently studying with SWMTC – she 
is in fact in her final year.   
 
Each year Julia has joined 36 other students at six 
residential weekends in Plymouth, and at an eight-
day Easter School.  Each week she has attended an 
Exeter University evening class to study the Bible 
and Theology.  Each month she has met with other 
students from the region at the Exeter Tutor Group.  
Every six weeks she has met with her Personal Tutor.  
She has read a mountain of books, written 
assignments, kept a Learning Journal and 
accomplished various practical assignments including 
two placements.  Each year she has led an assessed 
service and preached an assessed sermon.  She has 
done extremely well and we can be rightly proud of 
her.  The students studying with SWMTC come from 
homes as far apart as Penzance and Minehead, Jersey 
and Georgeham – a lot of driving is involved in non-
residential study – for staff and students alike. 
 
Where do I fit in to all this as a tutor?  Well, I attend 
the weekends and the  Easter Schools and tutor group 
sessions mentioned above, facilitating and teaching.  
I also have a group of 14 students I am pastorally 
responsible for.  I visit them all in their homes once a 
term and guide them through the ups and downs of 
training and fitting all the demands that are made on 
them into their personal and professional lives.  I am 
responsible for the first year programme on the 
Course, putting it together, writing lectures, 
delivering them, marking students’ work and 

From the Parish Registers   To mid-November 

Baptisms       Elijah Edward Maurice Brooks [1 November at Newton St Cyres] 

 

Marriages      Rowan Beesley & Rachel White [24 October at Upton Pyne]                  

Christopher & Elizabeth Charwood [7 November at Newton St Cyres  Service of Prayer & Dedication] 

 

Funerals       Bessie Sandiland [21 October at Exeter Crematorium] 

William Thomas [22 October at Stoke Canon 

James Williams [28 October at Exeter Crematorium] 

Leslie Atkins [3 November at Cadbury] 

 Betty Crafer [13 November at Thorverton] 
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responding to student feedback.  Soon I am going to 
take over responsibility for the second and third year 
courses as well.  Of course I don’t do all this alone – 
the SWMTC staff team are a very collaborative and 
supportive bunch. 
 
I have to say that I thoroughly enjoy my job.  It is 
hard work – but then anything worthwhile always is.  
It is extremely humbling and rewarding to 
accompany the students on this important part of 
their walk with God, to support them and share their 
joys and sorrows, and, at the end of the three years, to 
see them ordained and “sent out” to work for the 
furtherance of God’s kingdom here in our little 
corner of the world.  As I am sure many of you know 
I myself trained with SWMTC many moons ago and 
more recently so did our curate, Hilary.  She was, in 
fact, one of my students and it is lovely now to work 
with her as a colleague.   
 
In the midst of my “real job” I do value tremendously 
the work I do for the Netherexe Mission Community, 
which keeps me grounded at the “chalk face” of 
parish life.  Here again I am blessed with the support 
and collaboration of an excellent team of colleagues.  
As I write we are about to move into what is 
traditionally a busy time for the clergy – the season 
of Advent followed by Christmas.  The joy and 
“magic” of the Christmas season never ceases to 
move me – however many carol services I attend!  I 
thoroughly enjoy celebrating and giving thanks for 
the greatest gift humanity has ever received, the babe 
of Bethlehem, and I love the opportunity the 
Christmas services give to share that joy with as 
many people as possible.  Do try to attend at least one 
for the Christmas services listed in this magazine so 
that you too can share in that deeper joy which Christ 
alone can bring.  I hope to see you there! 
 
With all good wishes for a happy Christmas and a 
peaceful New Year, 
 

The Rev’d Sue Sheppard 

 

Baptist Church 
If on a winter’s night we gaze up into the night sky, 
and it is clear, we shall see the countless stars, and 
somehow we are given a true scale of values, for we 
see that our planet is very small and that space is 
infinite. And if the night is both cold and wet, then 
the world can seem inhospitable, and life seem short 
and full of confusion. It is then so easy to feel that 
God is remote and all too distant, and perhaps after 
all that He may be uncaring. 
 

Yet into this same cold dark world of poverty and 
fear two things took place. The first was the 
appearance of the Star of Christ’s Nativity. The first 
sign came in space. The second was the appearance 
of the Christ Child Himself. It was these two facts 
that gave people hope. The hope that just as God was 
there, so Christ was here. 
 
The Son of God—that Baby in the manger—was 
both sharing in our world and sharing in this life. For 
God in His most blessed Son had come down into the 
world. 
 
GOD CARED, SO THAT CHRIST COULD COME 
AND SHARE. 
 
Not only did that Child come so that He could share 
in this cold, dark and, for some very sad world, but 
that Christ being here, we have a share with God. 
Remember that the Christ Child was born into a 
family that lived with risk, even as lots of families 
live at risk today. But lastly, remember the message 
of the Angels. It was the words:  
“Glory to God in the Highest”. For the Glory of 
Christmas does not come from the supermarkets, but 
from God. And “On earth Peace, Goodwill towards 
Men”. 
 
And so the Christ Child brings us peace—the peace 
that comes from God. If that peace is to take root in 
this world, then it must do so with goodwill. 
 
May Christmas bring us most of all The Christ Child 
of Bethlehem. And may that Child of Bethlehem 
bring to the world the two things that it needs most of 
all—the Compassion that is found in Peace, and the 
Goodwill that is found in Compassion. 
 
 
The Baptist Church would like to wish all readers of 
Focus, a very Happy and Peaceful Christmas, and 
may you find that Peace and Goodwill that we all 
need so much. 
 
Our Carol Service on Sunday morning (December 
20th) at 10-30am  with coffee and biscuits to follow 
offers a welcome to all, as do our Mince Pie and 
Carol afternoon on 22nd December at 2-30pm, come 
and have a relaxing afternoon, in our Schoolroom, 
before the rush of Christmas. 
 
Sunday 27th December will be a joint Service at 
11.00 am, when our friends from the Parish Church 
will be joining with us, all welcome. 
 

Phyllis Langdon, Church Secretary 
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Legal Eagle 
 
This month, in our series on wills, we are going to 
look at the mental capacity of the testator. 
 
The Mental Capacity Act 2005 sets out a framework 
for assessing and making decisions about the mental 
capacity of vulnerable people in a wide range of 
situations. This framework has been applied to the 
issue of mental capacity to make a will, although 
there was already a well established set of rules 
derived from case law covering this important 
decision. The case law remains valid and must be 
considered together with the MCA 2005. 

 
The MCA 2005 provides, inter alia, ‘ A person must 
be assumed to have capacity unless it is established 
that he lacks it’. S2(1) of the Act provides that a 
person lacks capacity in relation to a matter, ‘ if at the 

material time he is unable to make a decision for 

himself in relation to the matter because of 

impairment of, or a disturbance in the functioning of 

the mind or the brain’. 

 

In order to assist them in deciding cases where the 
evidence as to capacity is inconclusive, the courts 
apply a legal burden of proof requiring the person 
seeking to uphold the will’s validity to show that the 
testator did, in fact, have the necessary mental 
capacity. 
 
However, were one or more of the following 
presumptions applies, the court will instead impose 
an evidential burden on the person attacking the 
will’s validity to produce evidence that the will is 
invalid: 
 

• Where the will appears to be rational on the 
face of it, the testator is presumed to have 
had the mental capacity at the time of 
executing it. 

• Where the testator generally had mental 
capacity, the court will presume that this 
mental capacity continued at the time the will 
was executed. 

 
The test for mental capacity was set out in Banks –v- 

Goodfellow [1870] as requiring that the testator: 
 

• understood that he was making a will which 
would come into effect on his death; 

• understood the extent of his property;  

• understood the moral claims on his 
generosity. 

 

There is no requirement that the testator should have 
a perfectly balanced mind. A will can be upheld even 
if the testator was moved by capricious, frivolous, 
mean, or even bad motives. I recall preparing a will 
some years ago for a lady who wished to exclude her 
niece and the niece’s husband from the list of 
beneficiaries because she had been told that they ‘ 
went dancing’. 
 
The requirement that the testator should understand 
that he is making a will as opposed to carrying out 
some other kind of transaction means that he needs to 
understand that he is disposing of his property on his 
death. It is not necessary to establish that he 
understands the precise legal effect of the provisions 
in his will. 
 
The testator must be able to recall the property he 
owns. This requirement does not necessitate perfect 
recollection and it is not anticipated that the testator 
will be able to produce a detailed list of every item 
owned (although some can and do). What is required 
is that the testator has a broad understanding of the 
extent of his property. 
 
The matter of assessing moral claims to one’s 
generosity may not be easy. Family members are 
usually beneficiaries under wills and as a general 
rule, the law expects a testator to have at least 
considered whether or not to leave them property in 
the will, particularly close family relatives. 
 
The requirement is that the testator should 
understand the moral claims on him. There is no 
requirement that the testator should distribute his 
estate to those having a moral claim on him. As Sir 
James Hannen said in Boughton –v- Knight [1873], 
provided the testator has mental capacity he ‘ he may 

disinherit………the children, and leave property to 

strangers in order to gratify spite, or to charities to 

gratify pride’. 
 
Where a testator chooses to ignore the claims of 
family and dependants, it is, of course, possible for 
such persons to lodge claims under the provisions of 
the Inheritance ( Provision for Family and 
Dependants ) Act 1975. It does not automatically 
follow, however, that such a claim will be successful. 
We shall be looking at this legislation in a later 
article. 
 
An interesting set of circumstances occurred in In 

the Estate of Park [1954]. The deceased made a will 
dated 1 March 1948. In May 1948 he suffered a 
stroke brought on by hardened arteries and although 
he recovered from the stroke he was thereafter at 
times eccentric. On 30 May 1949, the deceased 
married the plaintiff in the action and on the same 
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day he executed an elaborate will by which he left the 
plaintiff ( his wife ) a modest part ( namely £1,000 ) 
of his £120,000 estate. The remainder (bulk ) of his 
estate he left to his nephew and other beneficiaries 
who were the same as those named in the will of 1 
March 1948. After the deceased’s death his widow 
applied to have probate to the deceased’s will refused 
on the grounds of his lack of capacity. This 
application was granted. The widow then sought a 
declaration that her marriage with the deceased was 
valid. The declaration sought was granted. The effect 
of the declaration recognising the validity of the 
marriage, was to revoke the will of 1 March 1948 
with the consequence that the deceased died intestate. 
In the result, the widow inherited the bulk of the 
estate under the intestacy rules. One can only 
conclude that she received excellent legal advice. 
 
In this case, the Court of Appeal held that whilst the 
capacity to marry and the capacity to make a simple 
will were effectively the same, a greater degree of 
mental capacity was required to make a more 
complicated will. 
 

As a general rule, the testator must have had 
testamentary capacity at the time he executed the will 
although,  where the will has been drafted by a 
solicitor, under the rule in Parker –v- Felgate 
[1883], a testator can be regarded as having sufficient 
mental capacity if: 
 

• he had the capacity at the time when he gave 
instructions to the solicitor for the 
preparation of the will; and 

• the will was prepared in accordance with 
those instructions; and 

• at the time of executing the will, he was 
capable of understanding, and did, in fact, 
understand that he was executing a will for 
which he had previously given instructions. 

 
Next month we shall look at will made as a result of 
force, fear, fraud or undue influence.  
 
  

Clive Hamblin 

I Don’t Believe It! 
One of the many sorrows of our time must be the 
number of young people entering adulthood with 
neither the stimulus nor rewards of worthwhile and 
fulfilling employment. With such an increasing pool 
of young unemployed (18% of 18 to 24 year olds) it 
appears perverse that we are to progressively increase 
retirement age, thereby further reducing opportunities 
for the young. Surely, it would make more sense to 
reduce, or at least retain present retirement age, and 
make available those jobs and careers for the next 
generation.   
 
When I heard of artist Alex Hartley’s proposal to tow 
a Norwegian island around our coast in 2012 I 
thought I had overslept and it was the 1st April. But 
no, it was true, and even more astounding, he had 
secured £500,000 of Arts Council funding for the 
project. He say’s “the judges liked the absurdity of 
the project” – and I can’t really add anything 
printable to that, except to suggest that when Mr 
Darling or Mr Osborne are looking for economies in 
the new year the task should not be too difficult. 
 

Being one of an increasing number of people who 
now accept that man’s activities are contributing to 
global warming, I was disappointed to learn that it 
will take at least five years of use to offset the extra 
energy involved in manufacturing my new hybrid 
car. Furthermore, initial claims that compact 
fluorescent lamps have a 5:1 efficiency ratio, 
compared with incandescent/ GLS bulbs, appears 
overstated. At least one learned body has revised the 
ratio to 3:1, and I suspect that in our climate, 
requiring some form of heating for half the year, the 
ratio is even lower.  
 
Having decided on a series of measures to lift our 
flagging economy, including quantitative easing 
(printing money), we apparently forgot to place our 
order with the printers. As a result we face a shortage 
of £10 and £20 notes in the run up to Christmas and 
will have to rely on emergency circulation of £50 
notes to keep the economy ticking over. It all brings 
to mind the saying about ones ability to organise a 
party in a brewery!  Merry Christmas. 
 

Commentator 

 

Walking or Cycling in Devon 
In last month's Focus I made mention of the fact that 
there is a free booklet on Tarka Line walks.  Having 
recently gone into the Exeter Tourist Information 
Centre in Dix's Field, Princesshay, I now know that 

there are actually quite a lot of free booklets covering 
walks, cycle rides and so on.  The range of free 
booklets includes The Exe Valley Way, The Grand 
Western Canal, Cycling Trails in Devon and Geology 
in Devon.  More information is available at 
www.visitdevon.co.uk or at the Tourist Information 

Centre.      Ed
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Upstream’s Dolphin Group 

 
Dolphins – sociable, intelligent mammals who work 
co-operatively for the good of the group. 
 
Meet in the pub once a week, for the price of a cup of 
coffee and enjoy the company of others. Discuss a 
book, create a local natural history diary, or perhaps 
delve into local history.  What would you like to do? 
 
Allison & Stephen Toogood have kindly agreed to 
host the Dolphin group on Thursday mornings at the 
Thorverton Arms. 
 
So please join me Gilly Haysom (Upstream) on  
 

Thursdays  
at the Thorverton Arms 

 
for a coffee, to share ideas and plan the group that 
you would like. 
 
For more information about Upstream/TFL or the 
Dolphin group, please contact Upstream on 01363 
778029 

 
 
 

Nature Notes 
 There is more cosmic goings on in December. First 
we have more meteor showers including the 
Geminids from 6th to 18th and a blue moon on 31st 
December. When there are two full moons in a month 
the second one is called a blue moon. To view the 
Geminid meteors look to the east for Castor and 
Pollux the twins. The meteors will radiate from the 
area of the twins peaking to between 50 to 80 per 
hour on the nights of 13th and 14th December. 
Betelgeuse twinkles red/orange.  
 

East 
      
              * 
 * Castor    
 * Betelgeuse   
      
                * 
     * Pollux    
      * Orion’s Belt 
      
    * 
      
   * 

The cold weather at the end of October and into 
November predicted by the Biodynamic Sowing and 
Planting Calendar book did not materialise I am glad 
to say but it did predict the snow back in February 
and March and the glorious warmth in June. I have 
received the 2010 book and because of the way it is 
written I cannot pick out any weather trends.    
 
Recently I met a lady from Shaldon who told me of a 
Kestrel who tried to take a Jay in her garden. The 
Kestrel had hold of the Jay who was squawking 
pitifully while its mate looked on. The lady could not 
bear to let nature take its course so she got a pole and 
tried to prise the birds apart. Despite her best efforts 
it did not work and eventually the Kestrel gave up the 
struggle and let go of the Jay who appeared 
unharmed. A Kestrel is only some four inches longer 
than a Jay so the attacker was probably a youngster 
who took on more than it could handle. 
 
In October while working in a garden at Brampford 
Speke John White noticed several hornets blissfully 
feeding on ivy flowers. October must have been mild 
enough to still have hornets and wasps out and about. 
In early November my brother was stung on the 
finger by a wasp. 
 
Someone asked me why do you do moth trapping and 
are moths in decline?  I don’t know if moths are in 
decline but I saw an article on television recently 
about moths and an elderly man commented that 
when he was young he can remember lots of moths at 
night flying around lamp posts. A lot of these moths 
were the large hawk-moths. This does not happen 
nowadays. In order to tell the state of the moth 
population there needs to be a record of the 
population. This is where moth trapping will help but 
also there are many day flying moths to record. All 
records should be sent to your County Moth Recorder 
and for Devon is Roy McCormick, e-mail 
181525131225devmg@talktalk.net, telephone 01626 
779543.  
 
The County Moth Recorder then feeds the data into 
the National Moth Recording Scheme set up by 
Butterfly Conservation’s Moths Count Project. The 
aim is that data is available to organisations and the 
general public and to benefit moth conservation. One 
trend that recording has highlighted is the northward 
movement of some moth species in the past three 
decades for example the Lime Hawk-moth (70 miles 
northwards) and Red Underwing (86 miles north). 
These are most probably indicators of climate 
change. 
(Information extracted from Autumn 2009 edition of 
‘Butterfly’, the magazine of Butterfly Conservation)  
 

Jenny Garne     
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School Report 
 
It has been another busy term at Thorverton C of E 
Primary School.  Our children have really enjoyed 
learning in the outdoors this term.  They have been 
making good use of the wooded area and have been 
cooking over an open fire (see picture of Calum 
below), learning to use a variety of tools and finding 
out more about the natural world.  

 
The Alcoa A Team and Supporters! 
 
As a school we owe a huge debt of thanks to the A 
team from Alcoa who came in on the first Saturday 
of half-term and worked incredibly hard to erect a 
stage area on the field, paint the library ready for its 
transformation, put the final coat of paint on the 
music room prior so it is now ready for the design 
team to come in and create and the help we had with 
creating the Forest School display, which the children 
have been thoroughly enjoying.  Damon Gill, one of 
our parents, who is also a governor and treasurer for 
the PTFA , works for Alco and was able to obtain a 
grant for $3 000 to fund the materials for the stage 
area, put in an incredible amount of work before the 
day and during the day; none of this would have been 
possible without him.  The Alcoa team were all 
volunteers giving up their time and energy to support 
our school; we are so very lucky!  Milly kept the 
team supplied with coffee, tea and regular snacks 

which meant they were working at maximum power 
for the whole of the time they were here – thank you 
Milly.  The Alcoa team were ably supported by 
Dickie, Stella, Mikey and Chloe Barron, Naomi and 
Mia Gill, Max Murphy, Mrs Pyne and her husband 
Ross, Miss Dufty and her partner Jim, my husband 
Mike and his son Samuel.  When all the work was 
done, Gail, from the Alcoa team, and her husband set 
up a barbecue and cooked a delicious lunch for the 
masses – thank you Gail.  Thank you also to Laura 
Samuels who arranged for Majestic to deliver wine, 
beer and soft drinks for the team to have with their 
lunch. 
 
It was wonderful to see so many people working 
together for the good of our school – the feeling of 
community spirit was fantastic. 
 
Walking Bus 
 
Our Walking Bus launched on the Wednesday before 
half-term, there were many reported sightings of a 
large, rather colourful caterpillar making its way 
through the village on the 21st October!  When the 
caterpillar arrived at school, after many photo calls, 
there was a ‘walkers’ breakfast’ waiting to be 
enjoyed by the hungry children who made up the 
caterpillar.  I am so grateful to Lisa Browning for 
agreeing to co-ordinate the walking bus, she has put a 
lot of time and effort into making it possible, I am 
sure Lisa would be the first to agree that it would not 
have been possible for a moment without the support 
of the other mums and dads and the enthusiasm from 
the children. 
  
If there are any people in the village who would be 
willing to volunteer to help out with our walking bus 
please get in touch, we would love to hear from you.  
The present walking bus travels along Silver Street, it 
would be wonderful to have several different bus 
routes through the village.  We are working hard to 
teach the children about the need to care for our 
world, the walking bus is one of a myriad of ways in 
which we can bring their attention to the need to be 
environmentally friendly. 
 
Children In Need Day 

 
This year on Children in Need Day we are doing a bit 
of joint fundraising, we will be supporting Children 
in Need and The Prince’s Trust Rainforest Appeal.  
Bede Burston in Year 2 is extremely concerned about 
the damage that  is being done to the rainforests and 
has spoken to all of the children about his concerns.  
The children have agreed that they think this is an 
important thing to raise money for.  Therefore on 
Friday 20th

 November the children were invited to 
wear odd shoes and odd socks to raise money for the 
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rainforests and to wear their pyjamas to raise money 
for Children in Need.   The money raised will be split 
equally between the two charities. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Drum Crazy 

 

We had Janey from Drum Crazy in school to work 
with the children on Friday 13th November, the 
children really enjoyed the day and parents were able 
to enjoy a performance given by the children at the 
end of the day. 
 

 
 
 
We are now busy preparing for Christmas, our 
Christmas Nativity Service will be in the Church on 
Tuesday 16th December at 5pm, it would be lovely 
to see you there. 

 

Tania Beard 

Headteacher 

 
 

Upton Pyne Garden Club 
 
On the 19th October we had a very enjoyable talk and 
slide show given by Mr Daniel Harvey on “Growing 
and Showing Vegetables” and judging by the number 
of prizes he has won in the past he is certainly very 
experienced in this sphere!  I think most us in the 
garden club would find it very hard to excel to the 
degree that he has with his vegetables – very 
impressive! 
 
We are now looking forward to our annual Christmas 
Dinner on the 4th December to be held as usual in the 
Village Hall at Upton Pyne – always a very enjoyable 
event and a pleasant way to round off the year.  After 
the dinner we shall be having a quiz and the 
questions will all relate to places or events that are or 
have occurred in Devon. 
 
Our next meeting will be our AGM on the 18th 
January at 7.30pm after which we shall be having a 
short slide show given by Nick Baker. 
 
New members are always welcome and further 
details can be obtained from me on 861 205. 
 
Ros Rowlerson  

Poetry 
For the second successive month I am pleased to be 

able to print two poems written by Thorverton 

residents. Ed 

 

The Last Rosebud 
 
Imprisoned in an icy cage, 
The last rosebud of the year, 
Will never bow on flora's stage, 
Or scent surrounding sphere. 
Blue tits search among its briars 
For insects, all in vain, 
Entombed alike are aphids, 
In glassy frozen rain. 
  
Why did this rosebud linger long 
Until frost-bound December? 
Could it not have joined the throng, 
That brightened warm September; 
Now those folded petals, 
Will never blush to red, 
As winter spreads its blanket round 
And sends all blooms to bed. 
  
Doreen Beer
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Some People 
 

Some people have a natural knack to write a line or two, 
Some people steal from other sources, oh no, surely not you? 

Some people write about themselves 
Some people write of others, 

Some people put the world to rights 
Some write of steamy lovers. 

Some people have a lot to say which can cause quite a riot, 
Some people keep news to themselves - they like to keep things quiet. 

Whatever happens, good or bad, we get to know about it, 
The Media get hold of it and do their best to flout it. 

Some people who live simple lives don't have a clue what's happening,  
Some people need to shine like stars which I find very saddening. 

Some people sit and drink all day, some people go to church to pray, 
Some people do their best to help, some people laugh when children yelp. 

Some people work hard for a living - spend their time being generous and giving, 
Some people lead a different life - 

they cheat and steal and will weald a knife at the innocent man walking down the  
street 'til he hands over the shoes on his feet, 

or the watch from his wrist or the ring from his finger, 
as quickly as possible so the thief doesn't linger. 
Some people would say I write a strange poem - 
like I don't really know if I'm coming or going. 

Some people will judge but they really don't know me. 
Some people will know that I'm really happy 

when writing about the world of today, 
the good and the bad and the things people say. 

My aim is only to make people think, but you may feel that my words really stink. 
Some people would say this is very rude. 

I appreciate that it depends on your mood.  And your age. 
So, what do you think? 

Some people would disagree. 
Some people! 

 Alison Marshall 

Christmas Essentials 
 
Thorverton Post Office and TCT's shop, can provide some of your Christmas 
requirements - a selection of Christmas and greetings cards, envelopes, wrapping, tape 
and other stationery goods and OF COURSE you can post presents, cards and letters, as 
well as using a myriad of other post office services. 
 
Why not treat yourself, a family member or friend, to a regular magazine subscription, as 
a Christmas present?? 
 
International last posting dates start from Dec 4th. 
Last UK posting dates: 2nd Class Dec 18th and 1st Class Dec 21st. 
 
We hope to see you very soon.
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Thorverton Amblers, 
Ramblers and Trampers 

 

 

Future walks and events: 

 

Saturday 12th December 

Short walk led by Jean – working up an 

appetite for the Christmas meal! 

 

Saturday 2nd January 

Long walk led by Pat and Ian, a chance 

to start the New Year with good 

intentions!! 

 

There will be a meeting towards the end 

December/beginning of January to 

discuss the next season’s walks and 

events. Date and time will be in the next 

issue of Focus and in The Old Post 

Office window. Put your thinking caps 

on for some new ideas! 

 

All walks meet outside The Bell at 0930, 

and are suitable for dogs unless 

otherwise stated. Walk details (length, 

gradient, lunch information etc) will be 

displayed approximately a week before 

the walk in the Old Post Office Window 

and on the village noticeboard. If you 

would like to be included on the email 

list contact Jean (861176) or Caroline 

(861002). 
Caroline Prince 

25 Years Ago 

December 1984 
 
When Mary and Joseph may have 
needed the Gold.  
 
Whilst Joseph and Mary were no doubt 
ready to face the expense of having a 
new baby in the house when they left 
Nazareth to go to Bethlehem for the 
census ordered by the Emperor 
Augustus, they certainly didn’t realise 
the birth of the baby Jesus was going to 
mean moving to Egypt for a while! 
There are expenses to be met when you 
move from one street to the next and 
even more when you move to another 
country. It wasn’t a planned move, they 
didn’t have months or even weeks to 
work it all out, Joseph wasn’t moving to 
take up a better job with more pay and 
an “overseas allowance”. 
 
Joseph, Mary and the Baby Jesus moved 
to Egypt at a moment’s notice—not the 
result of a letter or a telephone call, but a 
dream! Joseph got up, took the Child and 
His Mother, and left during the night for 
Egypt, where they stayed until Herod 
died. 
 
Quite probably it wasn’t until they were 
on their way that Joseph and Mary 
realised that God had already provided 
the expenses for that move and funds to 
have a home and set up a carpenters 
shop in Egypt. But God had provided—
only a few days before. He had sent 
Kings or Wise Men to visit the Baby in 
Bethlehem. They had come, prompted 
by God and brought with them their 
gifts—gold, frankincense and myrrh. 
Whatever ideas we might have about the 
significance of those gifts, I can’t help 
thinking they were God’s provision to 
meet an immediate need—the need to 
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move and live in Egypt. The truth is that 
when God tells us to do something, He 
provides all the resources for us to do it.               
Anon. 
 
 
Lemon Honeycomb Mould—a treat for 
Christmas Tea. 
2 large eggs, separated; 1oz Castor 
Sugar; Finely grated rind & juice of 
1lemon 
1pint milk; 1pkt lemon jelly; eight of a 
pint double cream; 2pint basin (oiled) 
In a medium sized saucepan mix the egg 
with the sugar with a wooden spoon 
until creamy. 
Stir in the lemon rind and juice and the 
milk and heat the custard until just under 
simmering point, stirring all the time. 
The mixture will curdle but this is 
necessary if the pudding is to separate 
into 3 layers as it sets. Remove the pan 
from the heat and add the jelly, stirring 
all the time until the jelly has completely 
melted. 
Whisk the egg whites to form stiff peaks. 
Stir the cream into the hot custard, then 
gradually pour this onto the egg whites 
stirring gently all the time. Pour the 
mixture into the basin and leave to set. 
When cool enough put into the fridge. 
To turn out, carefully push the spongy 
jelly away from the sides with a finger 
and turn the mould onto a serving dish. 
Decorate with a little whipped cream. 
Gwen Langabeer. 
 

Thorverton AFC Youth 

 

a) Thorverton under 11s 
Thorverton under 11s have started this 
season exceptionally well, after having 
to adapt to new size goals and bigger 
pitches.  The first match in September 

was won in style with a convincing 5-1 
win away to Central City. Bailey 
Carbines netting a hat trick in the game.   
 
Here is a list of the other results: 
 
26/09/2009 2-1 Dawlish (Bailey 
Carbines and Adam Ward) 
10/10/2009 0-0 Pinhoe  
24/10/2009 4-3 Brixington Blues (Calum 
Gillett 2, Adam Ward and Bailey 
Carbines) 
21/10/2009 2-1 Alphington (Adam Ward 
and Bailey Carbines) 
 
The weather has unfortunately taken its a 
toll on many fixtures including a second 
round cup match against Ottery St Mary. 
This game will hopefully take place 28th 
November 2009. 
 
The boys are also very excited to launch 
their new kit sponsored by Westexe 
Forklifts LTD. Thanks to Greg Vooght. 
Please check out January’s focus for 
photos of the new kit. 
 
Thank you to everyone who supports 
Thorverton Youth and read on to hear 
how the next bunch of budding 
Thorverton Youth players got on in their  
friendly matches against Cullompton. 

 

Remaining fixtures for 2009: 
 
5th Dec   Sidmouth at Thorverton Rec 
12th Dec  St Martin’s Minster Park, 
Exminster 
19th Dec   Exwich at Thorverton Rec 

 
Natasha Carbines 

 
b) Thorverton Juniors 

I am pleased to inform you that the boys 
won all three of their games 
against Cullompton, the first game was a 
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tense and narrow 2-1 victory which 
featured some fantastic goal keeping by 
James Hutton, the winning goal was a 
brilliant solo effort by Luke Vukusic 
who calmly placed the ball in the back 
of the net after running the entire length 
of the pitch. 
 
The second game was a slightly one 
sided affair with Thorverton dominating 
throughout and winning 12 - 2. Although 
the score-line suggests an easy 
victory, it could have been an entirely 
different outcome but for the 
fantastic team performance & the 
individual flair of Jack Burnand. 
 

The final game saw Thorverton triumph 
2 -0, keeping their first clean sheet of 
this campaign.  Although this was a 
good team effort special thanks go to 
Bobby Heard, Jack Scott and Ben 
Hutton for their gritty determination and 
never say die attitude to defending.  Well 
done lads, you certainly did Kevin and I 
proud. 
 
Special thanks must go to Mrs Beard for 
allowing the boys to borrow the 
school football kit (and to Selina for 
washing it!). 

 
Darryll Scott 
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Thorverton and District History Society 
Dartmoor Pubs 
 
Paul Rendell’s third talk to members was an enjoyable whirlwind tour of well known, and some lesser known, 
watering holes on the moor. Today moor pubs number approximately 80, but in the 1850’s there were over 220, 
whilst Moretonhampstead alone boasted 23 such establishments.  
 
Many Dartmoor pubs have ecclesiastical origins, providing rest, shelter and refreshment to weary travellers 
traversing the moor on foot, horseback and coach. Indeed some of the early Church House Inns brewed their own 
ale, mead and cider. Church House Inn at Holne dates from the 1300’s, whilst the popular Royal Oak at Meavy, 
on the edge of the moor between Plymouth and Tavistock, dates from the previous century and is today owned by 
Burrator Parish Council and let on short tenancies. The relationship between Church and pub is often reflected in 
the popularity of pub names. The Ring of Bells at North Bovey was originally a Devon Longhouse - humans and 
animals under the same roof. After centuries as a pub, in 2000 the landlord put it on the market and to secure its 
survival was purchased by a group of golfing customers. We were also reminded of the power once exercised by 
the clergy, when the vicar at Throwleigh, opposed to bloody wrestling at the Royal Oak near the Church, had the 
pub closed down.    
 
The Drewe Arms at Drewsteignton was originally named the Druids Arms, but its name was changed at the 
behest of Mr Drew of nearby Castle Drogo. It is, however, best remembered for the longevity of landlady Aunt 
Mabel Mudge.   
 
Amongst the wealth of photos screened, one showed a group of people on a day-trip from London departing from 
Bovey Tracey Station in a motor charabanc and heading for the High Moor. At 5p.m. they would return for their 
train journey back to the Metropolis. 
 
The Elephants Nest at Horndon provides refreshment and amusement. Originally 16th century cottages, the 
buildings became the New Inn when it replaced the village pub, but was more recently renamed by locals The 
Elephants Nest, in honour of its then rather portly landlord. Today the theme continues with inscriptions on the 
beams in over 70 languages and a wealth of elephant memorabilia to amuse local and tourist alike. 
 
Warren House Inn, on the main Moretonhampstead to Princetown road, is a favourite hostelry for many of today’s 
moorland walkers. Built in 1850, it at one time bred rabbits for the sustenance of miners working in the local 
burgeoning tin mines. Today it is the third highest pub in England and claims its fire has been burning 
continuously for over 200 years. Long may it continue! 

                                     Barrie Phillips 

                 
Warren House Inn photos from their website www.warrenhouseinn.co.uk/snowpicshtml 
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Thorverton at Work: No. 4 
 

Toogood Enterprises 

 

‘Oh, we ain't got a barrel of money,  

Maybe we're ragged and funny; 
But we'll travel along, singing a song, 

Side by side.’ 

 
Stephen met Allison in ‘72 at Nottingham University when his girlfriend offered him a piece of fruitcake 
baked by Allison’s mother. He was in the last few weeks of studying chemical engineering and Allison 
was starting a Maths/Economics degree. He liked the cake and returned the plate. “Food is a common 
thread,” says Allison, smiling. 
 
Stephen learnt that there were thirteen ways to travel by train from Newcastle on Tyne to Nottingham. (I 
expect he could still reel off the timetable if you dare ask him.) 
 
They married in 1976 and moved to Baldock where Stephen was working with coal. Allison suggested 
he worked somewhere cleaner and he took a job with the Water Research Centre - and eventually ended 
up in Sewage. Ah well… Allison worked for the Inland Revenue before undertaking a teacher training 
course and still works with at least two primary schools, including Thorverton and Brampford Speke. 
She has been a valuable member of the Governing Body of Thorverton, representing the Diocesan 
Council, for some years now. 

 
Music plays a large part in their life. Stephen sang in 
the choir of Ely Cathedral for a decade and they 
travel to Europe every year with a long established 
group of like-minded friends. A piano (anyone got 
one spare?) will be installed in the pub and all 
pianists and singers are welcome. 
They have two children, Sam and Eleanor, with one 
grandchild, Hope, and another due in March. 
They moved to Thorverton in 2004 and Allison took 
on the sub-postmistress’ job as her voluntary bit to 
get to know the village. Little did she know where it 
would take her….. They started the Not The Village 
Shop as they were concerned that the Post Office 
would not survive on its own.  
 

They have recently taken over the lease of the Thorverton Arms but what do they intend? 
 
The shop will be moving down in the New Year (pop in for shopping and a coffee) and staying open 
some late nights; the Post Office has yet to be resolved as it is a weighty matter and TCT is awaiting a 
proposal. Meanwhile Stephen and Allison are getting to grips with matters. ‘A steep learning curve,’ 
says Allison, ‘but we love a challenge and we find working for the community very satisfying. 
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Stephen is doing the cooking and I sense he has come in to his own. His grandfather was a butcher and 
taught him to make raised pies and he will be using recipes handed down over the generations on his 
maternal side. Food ranges from pate, homemade soup, baked beans on toast to… just ask. This is an 
establishment where the customer is king. ‘Let us know what you want and we will do our best. Give us 
your suggestions.’ They mean it. Think about it and let them know, they are very open to possibilities.  
 
Party on December 23rd with a band - same for New Years’ Eve. Open for Christmas Day meals, 
booking essential. 
 
New Year’s resolutions?  Allison - ‘Everything in one place.’ Stephen- ‘Feeding people, doing things 
which people appreciate. It’s a tremendous fillip when people appreciate my food. Some proper sleep 
and a day off would be good.’ 
 

‘Through all kinds of weather, What if the sky should fall, As long as we’re together, it doesn’t 

matter at all. We’ll be the same as we started, Just travelling along, singing a song, Side by side!’ 
Jane Ristic 
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Thorverton Parish Information   
AIR AMBULANCE EMERGENCY - QUOTE NATIONAL GRID REFERENCE 
RECREATION GROUND – Sheet 192 SS 923019   MEMORIAL HALL FIELD – Sheet 192 SS 926019 
Bus services              See inside back cover 
Carers' Support Group Anne Higman, Wyndham House Surgery, Silverton. 860034. 
     Meetings - 3rd Wednesday of month, Wyndham House, 2.30-4.30 p.m. 
Church (C of E)   The Revd. Douglas Dettmer, The Rectory, Thorverton.  860332 

     The Revd. Sue Sheppard, Associate Minister, Autumn Haze, Rewe, 01392 841284 
     The Revd Hilary Dawson, Assistant Curate, The Vicarage, Stoke Canon, 01392 841928 
     Mrs Linda Dalton, Administration Manager, 07594 714590, linda.netherexe@btinternet.com 
 Church Wardens Peter Colebrook, Ockero, Thorverton.  861019.  
     Edwin Greed, Fortescue, Netherexe.  841231. 
 Consort   Mary Thomas, 1 The Glebe, Thorverton.  860730. 
 P.C.C. Treasurer  Jean Brown, Rydal Cottage, Bullen Street. 861176. 
 Friends of Thorverton Parish Church Trust   Emmie Aird, Kirkfoard, The Berry, Thorverton. 
Church (Baptist)  The Revd. Maurice Harrison, 01884 258599. 
    Secretary Phyllis Langdon,  860932.  

Services, notice board or Focus. 
County Councillor  Cllr. Mr. M. Lee.  01363 772671. 
District Councillor  Cllr. Mr. R. M. Deed.  01392 861258. 
Doctors     Dr  Jon Wride & Lynne Anderson / Drs Stead, O’Brien & Ziegler 
Electricity (Western Power) Report a loss of power: 0800 365 900   Bill Enquiries: 0800 365 000 
      Street lights 0870 556 1851  
Friends of Thorverton & Silverton Surgeries    Christine Walker,  881501 
Gas Emergency   0800 111999 
Leonard Trust   Chairman: R Hughes. Secretary: Mrs. E Hughes, 3 Dinham Mews, Exeter EX4 4EF 
Library (Exeter Mobile)      EVERY WEDNESDAY, 2.55pm to 3.15pm  in the Quarry Car Park 
Newspaper Reporter (Express & Echo)   Jane Ristic, 53 Silver Street, Thorverton.  860054 
Parish Council Chairman Cllr. Michael Ayre,  
Parish Clerk    Mrs Jane Lane, Stable House, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton.  861062. 
Parish Council Meetings 2nd Tuesday of month, at The Memorial Hall, 7.30 pm. 
Parish Allotments  Contact the Parish Clerk - 861062 
Parish Council Notice Board Situated in School Lane, opposite the Thorverton Arms. 
       IMPORTANT!- PLANNING APPLICATION NOTICES ARE DISPLAYED HERE. 
Pension Service  PO Box 93,  Plymouth  PL6 5WJ.      0845 60 60 265 
Police    Central Switchboard 24 Hours:  0845 2777444.  
Post Office Portacabin (TCT Ltd)  Quarry Car Park, Thorverton  EX5 5NG.   860455 
     Mon. to Fri :  9 am.-1.00 pm.,    2 pm.– 5.30 pm.  
     Sat. : 9 am.-12 noon      Sun.  9 am - 10.30 am for newspaper sales only 
     Business Manager:     Jill Blewett, Faircop, Jericho St, Thorverton 
     Chair and Company Secretary: Heather Kershaw, 25 The Glebe, 860419 
Public Telephone Kiosk Opposite the Church, outside the Bell Inn, Dinneford  St. 
School (C of E Primary)  Head Teacher: Tania Markham   860374. 
School Governors  Chair: Clive Hamblin Clerk: Jane Ristic, 53 Silver St.  860054 
School P.T.F.A.   Chair: Lisa Browning, 860609   Secretary: Hannah James, 861075 
     Treasurer: Damon Gill, 860176  
South West Water  24 Hour Emergency: 0800 169 1144.           Helpline: 0800 169 1133. 
Thorverton Millennium Chair: Dame Margaret Turner-Warwick, Pynes House,  
  Green Trust Silver Street  861173     Hon. secretary: Shirley Hoole. 
Tiverton Volunteer Centre 28, Gold Street, Tiverton  EX16 6PY.  Judy Seymour, 01884 255734. 
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Thorverton Organisations 
Amateur Dramatic Society     Chair: Simon Ette, 861349 
  Secretary: Tori Elston, 881969 
  Meetings - Last Wednesday of each month at the W.I. Hut. 
Art Group  Barrie Phillips, Crossmead, School Lane, Thorverton. 860529  
  Meet Fridays during term-time at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 am-12.00. 
Arts Exchange Louise Page, Campion Cottage, Jerico St, 860509. 

  Monthly meetings in members’ homes at 8.0 pm. (see Diary) 
Association Football Club  Chairman: Andy Harris, 01392 851664 
  Secretary: David Gregory, 2 The Orchard, Brampford Speke, 841803. 
Bridge Circle Graeme Culshaw, 3 The Glebe, Thorverton 860203.  
  Meets 1st/3rd/5th Fridays at the W.I. Hut from 7.00 p.m.. 
Brownies’ Leader Hannah James, 0789 403 7133. 
  Meet Fridays during term-time at the W.I. Hut, 5.30-7.00 pm. 
Church Flower Club Meetings as advertised. 
Cricket Club Chair: Charles Kislingbury, Arley House, 19 Church St, Silverton.  860270 
     Secretary: M C Denford, 14 Moorlands, Tiverton EX16 6UF 01884 255076 
  Fixture Sec: J Meredith, 190 Mincinglake Rd, Exeter EX4 7DS 01392 272504 
Focus Magazine Chair: John Carter, Rewe.  841237 
  Editor: Neville Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062. 
  Secretary: Jane Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062. 
  Treasurer:  Barbara Uglow, 14 Cleaves Close, Thorverton. 860614. 
   Focus deliveries – John Carter, Rewe.  841237 
Friends of Silverton & Thorverton Surgeries 
  Coffee Mornings in The Royal British Legion Club, Silverton 
  held on the LAST THURSDAY of every month except December.  
Golf Society Players of Thorverton Care of Exeter Inn, 01392 860206 
History Society Chair: Bill Stamper, Dunelm, Raddon, Thorverton. 860214 
  Secretary: Phyllis Langdon, Ferndale, Bullen Street, Thorverton. 860932. 
Ladies Group Meet 2nd Thursday of month,  (Venue and time - see Focus Notices). 
Memorial Hall Committee  Chair: Mr Mike Shelton. Fir Tree House, Bullen Street. 861027. 
  Treasurer: John White, Waters Ford, Milford Lane. 860827. 
  Secretary & Bookings:  Jean White, Waters Ford, Milford Lane. 860827. 
Memorial Hall Market 2nd Saturday of the month, at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 - 11.00 am. 
Thorverton Pre-School   Contact: Sarah Mitchell (chair): 860450. 
  Mon 9.30am-12pm, Tues/Weds 9.30am-12pm & Lunch Club 12pm-1pm,  
  Thurs 9.15-11.45am; 12.45pm- 3.15pm & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm. during term-time, at Memorial Hall. 
Thorverton Ambling, Rambling and Tramping Society (TARTS) 
  Contacts : Caroline Prince 07749 775304 or Jean Brown 861176 
  See notices of walks in Old Post Office Window Bullen Street. 
Toddler Group Contact : Nic Fice 860318. 
  Wednesdays, during term-time, at the W.I. Hut, 9.45 a.m.-11.45.  
Rainbows  Contact Jean Pearn  860105, Penny Fice  861136,  
  Term-time, Tuesdays  4-5 pm at the W.I. Hut. 
Royal British Legion Chairman / Hon. sec:  Bill Stamper,  Dunelm,  Raddon, Thorverton. 860214 
  Hon. Treasurer: Emmie Aird. 
Women’s Institute Secretary: Susan  Maguire    01392 860631 
  Bookings:  Susan Maguire    01392 860631. 
  W.I. Meeting. 1st Tuesday of the month at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
  Whist, 3rd Tuesday of the month, at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
W.I. Market & Coffee 4th Saturday of the month at the W.I. Hut. 10.00 am. to 11.00 am.
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Doctors’ Surgeries 
 

THE EXE VALLEY PRACTICE 
 

Dr JON WRIDE and Dr LYNNE ANDERSON 
 

 The Surgery, The Berry,   The Surgery, 3 Coach Road,  
 THORVERTON EX5 5NT  SILVERTON EX5 4JL 
 Tel: 01392 860273 (24 hours)  Tel: 01392 860176 (in surgery hours) 
 Fax: 01392 860654  Fax: 01392 861598 

www.exevalleypractice.co.uk 

Surgery Hours 
 

Mon. 2.30  -   4.30    Mon.     9.00  - 11.00  
Tue. 3.30  -   5.30             Tue.      9.00  - 11.00  
Wed. 10.30  - 11.30   Wed.     3:30 -    5:30   
Thu. 3.00  -   5.00               Thu.      9.00  -  11.00  
Fri. 9.00  - 12.00               Fri.        3.00  -    5.00 
 

The Surgeries are OPEN at the following times 
 

Mon.   8.30  - 12.45  &  2.00  - 6.00               Mon.      8.45  - 12.30 
Tue.    8.30  - 12.45  &  2.00  - 6.00               Tue.      8.45  - 12.00 
Wed.   8.30  - 12.45  &  2.00  - 5.00             Wed.        3.00  -   6.00 
Thu.    8.30  - 12.45  &  2.00  - 6.00        Thu.          8.45  - 12.30 
Fri.      8.30  - 12.45  &  2.00  - 4.00         Fri.           2.00  -   6.00 
 

REPEAT PRESCRIPTIONS  (Monday – Friday)   Please note that 48 hours notice is required for ALL 
repeat prescriptions.  Repeat Prescription line:    01392 861622 
 

 

 

WYNDHAM HOUSE SURGERY,  Fore Street,  SILVERTON,  EX5 4HZ 
Telephone 01392 860034                   www.wyndhamhousesurgery.co.uk 

Dispensary Hours:     Monday to Thursday:     09.00 – 13.00  &  14.00 – 18.00 
                                   Friday:                            09.00 – 13.00  &  14.00 – 17.00 

Please note The doctors are happy to speak to you on the phone instead of an appointment. Please 
request this from reception when you telephone. 
 Dr Jonathan STEAD Dr Anthony O’BRIEN Dr Emma ZIEGLER 
 
Monday 09.00 - 11.00 08.30 - 10.30   
 15.30 - 17.30 15.00 -  17.30      

Tuesday 09.00 - 11.00 09.00 -  12.00     
 15.30 - 17.30 15.00 -  17.30      

Wednesday 09.00 - 11.00  09.00 - 11.00  
 15.30 - 17.30  15.00 - 17.00   

Thursday  09.00 - 12.00 09.00 - 11.00   

Friday 09.00 - 11.00 09.00 - 12.00 09.00 - 11.00 
 Alt. weeks *15.00 - 16.00 Alt. weeks   
  (Urgent cases only)*      
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Diary 2009/10 
Please notify FOCUS Editor of additions or changes. 

(Email: focusonthorverton@yahoo.co.uk or phone Neville Lane on 861062) 
 

 

 
DECEMBER 
Tue 1st  WI Meeting, AGM, 7.30 p.m.  
Sat 5th Coffee Morning for Thorverton and Silverton Surgeries, WI Hut, 10.00 a.m. - 12.00 p.m. 
 Plant a tree (see Notices for details), 11.00-12 noon 
 Holly Ball, at Memorial Hall, 8.00 p.m. - midnight 
Thu 9th Arts Exchange, Ending, at Campion Cottage, 8.00 p.m. 
Fri 11th School Christmas Fair - all welcome, 3.00 p.m. 
 Allotment Holders Quarterly Meeting, Exeter Inn, 7.30pm 
Sat 12th Christmas Saturday Market, Memorial Hall, 9.30-11.30am 
Sat 19th  WI Market/Coffee 10.00 a.m. - 11.00 a.m.  
Sun 20th Festival of Lessons and Carols, at Parish Church, 5.00 p.m. (see Notices for details of practices) 
 Carol Service at the Baptist Church, 1030 am.  Coffee and fellowship to follow 
Tues 22nd Mince pies and Carols at the Baptist Schoolroom, 2.30pm 
 Carol singing around the village, meet in the Berry, 7.00pm 
 
JANUARY 2010 
Mon 11th Allotment holders' meeting, at Exeter Inn, 8.00 p.m. 
Thurs 14th Ladies Group Dinner (details later) 
Fri 22nd History Society AGM and Members’ evening, WI Hut, 7.30pm 
Sun 24th Senior Citizens’ Sunday Lunch, Memorial Hall, 1.00pm 
 
 

Bus services 
Turner’s Tours / Carmel Coaches (bus 678)  Mon-Fri. 10.09 from The Berry and the Baptist Chapel.  
Return 13.35 from Exeter bus station, Stand 5. 
 

Stagecoach (service 55B) Mon-Sat (except Bank Holidays)  
To Tiverton  07.54 (07.57 on Saturday), 08.55, 10.40, 12.40 14.40, 17.40, 18.20 from The Berry and Broadlands.  
Return from Tiverton bus station. 07.25, 09.30, 11.25, 13.25, 15.15, 18.30. 
 

To Exeter 07.53, 09.57 (10.02 on Saturday), 11.52, 13.52, 15.42 (15.52 on Saturday), 18.55 from The Berry and 
Broadlands.  
Return from Exeter bus station. 07.30, 08.30, 10.15, 12.15, 14.15, 17.15, 17.55  
 

Stagecoach 55 service runs every half-hour in each direction along the Exeter-Tiverton road, stopping at the 
Thorverton turn (the Ruffwell).  Please consult Stagecoach 55 Group timetable for details of this service. 
 
 

Stagecoach free service to Somerfield’s, Broadclyst, from Broadlands on Tuesdays 14.00. 
 

Stagecoach offers a variety of concessions for regular commuters, shoppers, children, students and jobseekers as 
well as one-day unlimited-use Explorer tickets. Further details from Stagecoach: 01392 427711 or 01803 664500 
or www.stagecoachbus.com or www.devon.gov.uk/devonbus. 
 

Devonbus Timetable Information: call Traveline  0870 608 2 608  Timetables available at the Post Office 


