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Front cover: Thorverton Christmas Tree 

 

The opinions and views expressed by contributors within the magazine are not necessarily those of Focus 

producers and the Focus Committee. 



Focus on Thorverton  Vol. 41 No. 11- December 2010 

 

1 

Editorial 
I am lucky to be able to present you with another full 

Focus, with articles covering a wide range of village 

activities.  I hope that all this will give you some 

reading material to look through as we all try to keep 

warm through what is an unusually early cold spell 

(or if you don't like Focus, at least there will be more 

pages to burn to keep you warm!). 

  

I understand that ticket sales have gone very well for 

the pantomime and, as I write, there are only a few 

left.  This is very good news for those who have 

worked so hard to put the pantomime together.  I 

know just how much work goes into something like 

this.  It is always so much more satisfying to play to 

full houses and I am sure that the actors will lay on a 

really good series of shows for the audiences. 

  

In the July/August and September editions of Focus I 

said that we had some money available for the 

benefit of the local community, in particular - but not 

confined to - where these involved improvement to 

local facilities for local organisations.  At the time 

we had agreed funding for the Thorverton Pre-School 

Group towards their new build and to the WI for 

improvements in the kitchen area and fire exit of the 

WI Hut.  I am pleased to hear that the new build for 

the Pre-School Group is just about to get started; see 

the article in this edition of Focus. 

  

Within the last month we have given funding to the 

Youth Football team, providing them with an away 

kit (with the name of Focus proudly displayed!), and 

we have made a loan to the Country Show to help 

them with their cash flow ahead of the big event next 

summer.  I have not included any detail on these 

because of the large amount of material already in 

Focus this month, but will run an article going into a 

bit more detail, probably in the next edition. 

  

If you are thinking of providing a contribution to the 

January Focus, please could you try to get it to me 

just a little bit earlier than usual - by the 18th 

December please - so that I too may enjoy a 

Christmas break.  Wishing all of you a very good 

Christmas.  

Neville Lane, Editor
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Letters 
 

From The Vooghts: Dick, Katie and 'Uncle'. 
We would like to wish all our neighbours and friends 

in the village a Merry Christmas and a Happy New 

Year. 

 

We have decided not to send cards this Christmas, 

but will instead be making a donation to WaterAid, 

an international charity supplying clean water and 

sanitation to families in the developing world. 

 

 

From Ken and Marjorie Maynard of 3 Bullen 

Street 
We would like to wish everyone a very Happy and 

Joyful Christmas for 2010 and a very Happy and 

Prosperous New Year for 2011. 

 

 

From Loreen Large of Broadlands 
I would like to wish all my neighbours and friends in 

Thorverton a very Merry Christmas and a Happy 

New Year and I will be thinking of you all. Money 

going to Air Ambulance. Hope you all have a great 

time. 

 

 

From Annette Mawson of Jericho Street 
Remembrance Sunday 

On the Thorverton cenotaph is an inscription which 

reads "pro patria", which is Latin for "our country".  

The names listed below are of men who did just that, 

they gave their lives for their country. 

 

Sunday, on entering the porch of the Parish Church, 

it was so moving to greet and be greeted by a row of 

war veterans. They sttod straight and tall, and very 

proud. Well they might! Each year, this day reminds 

us forcefully of the soldiers who died in the World 

Wars and also of those more recent casualties 

elsewhere. Today, the 14
th
 November, is also the 

anniversary of the heavy bombing of Coventry, with 

much loss of civilians, also many others all over 

Britain. 

 

Congratulations are in order for the perfect 

synchronisation between the playing of the "Last 

Post" by Susanna Stephenson, the subsequent prayer 

and the two minutes silence. 

 

Did it matter that there was a one minute difference 

between the church bell and the clock? It did not. 

Once more it shows that the human element is most 

important. The effort and the input from the oldest, 

to the littlest Brownie, is an immense contribution. 

Well done. 

 

Young and old can and should be privileged to 

belong to this village. 

 

 

From Bill Stamper 
Poppy Appeal 

On behalf of the Village I was delighted to Bank the 

magnificent sum of £3,513.33, with further donations 

due. The final sum will be put up on the Notice 

Board in the Memorial Hall. I am sure you will all 

join me in congratulating Mrs. Penny Fice and her 

band of workers for their work. I would also like to 

thank every one for their participation in making the 

Remembrance Sunday so successful---from the 

Bugler to the Congregation, so many were involved 

to make it work......thank you all. 

 

Have a Happy Christmas, 

Bill Stamper 

Chairman, Royal British Legion Thorverton Branch 

 

 

From Penny Chudley  
I would like to say a massive thank you to everyone 

who supported us in raising money for the Royal 

Marines.  I'm sure most of you witnessed the mad - 

but wonderful - people who did the bungee jump in 

the pub car park: Sammi Chudley, Jade Chudley, 

Chris Harlow, George Wills, Ryan Beasley, Steve 

Hogarth, Tristan Pike, Tim Colebrook, Lewin 

Heaven-Ince [sorry if I have forgotten to mention 

anyone].  A massive thank you to you all. 

  

The charity dinner and raffle was also a huge 

success. We were lucky to have a regimental 

sergeant major join us for the evening.  A special 

thanks for giving up their evening must go to Joe and 

Duncan Pym (Brotherhood) for providing us with 

some fantastic entertainment. 

  

We have now raised just over £1,000. I am sure that 

your thoughts were with Simon [Colebrook] and his 

family while he was serving in Afghanistan.  How 

very glad we all are to have him back safe. Simon, 

we are very proud of you. You have also raised 

awareness of this very worthwhile cause: the Royal 

Marines Charitable Trust Fund, which we will 

continue to support once again. 

  

A huge thank you to everyone for your support. 
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Thorverton Parish Council 
Report of the November meeting of the Parish 
Council 

 
 

Affordable Housing/Settlement Limit 

The Council agreed to invite Sue Southwell, Rural Housing Enabler of the Community Council of Devon, to 

address Council at 7pm on 14th December, just before the next Council meeting which is due to commence at 

7.30pm .It was hoped that Ms Southwell would be able to advise on such matters as the appointment of a Housing 

Association and organising a Housing Needs Survey.  Interested residents are welcome to attend. 

 

Planning Matters 

A. To note Planning Decisions received to date of meeting:- 

(i) Ref 10/01109/FULL. Erection of single and two storey extensions and alterations to access following 

demolition of front and rear extensions and garage. 10 Silver Street. Approved. 

(ii)  Ref 10/01302/FULL. Erection of pitched roof infill cover between two agricultural buildings for livestock 

and storage. Raddon Barton. Approved. 

(iii)  Ref 10/01697/FULL. Erection of an agricultural livestock building. Stone Farm. Approved. 

B. To consider Planning Applications received to date of meeting:- 

(i) Ref10/01683/FULL. Erection of an extension. Fair Oak. 

(ii) Ref 10/01697/FULL.Erection of extensions and re-roofing of existing ground floor buildings. 14 Cleaves 

Close. 

 

Other Parish Matters 

• The Chairman volunteered to fill in some of the potholes at the Quarry Car Park. 

• It was agreed that DCC should be asked to deal with several highways matters, including clearing away 

debris from near the ford and replacing a number of loose cobbles. 

• Details of a Local Flooding Survey that DCC is compiling can be found elsewhere in Focus. 

 

Allotments 

It is understood that a small number of allotments are likely to become vacant from January  

2011.  The allotments are situated just off Broadlands and the rent is £10.00 per annum, plus a £25.00 deposit.  If 

any residents are interested in applying for one, they should get in touch with the Parish Clerk either by telephone 

or email (see below). 

 

 

An agenda is displayed on the parish Notice Board prior to meetings and Minutes are displayed there once they 

have been approved by Councillors. 

 

 

 

Jane Lane, Parish Clerk 
 

Telephone: 01392 861062, email:Thorvertonclerk@aol.com 

www.Thorvertonparishcouncil.org 
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Devon County County Local Flooding Survey 
 

The Floods Directive (2009) and the Flood and 

Water Management Act 2010 require Devon County 

Council to prepare a Devon-wide assessment of 

surface water and local flooding in order to produce 

a strategy to deal with significant flood risks. Parish 

Councils have been asked to assist with this by 

answering a number of questions about floods that 

occurred in their parishes in the past. 

 

Thorverton Parish Council does not hold records 

of such events and has decided the best way to deal 

with the request is to ask residents  to provide any 

details they might have about past Thorverton floods.  

Those who have been unfortunate enough to have 

been directly affected by flooding in the village (or 

anywhere in the parish) are probably more likely 

than others to remember the sorts of details asked for 

by DCC, but anyone who has relevant information 

(access to historical records, press cuttings, 

photographs etc) might like to bring this forward for 

inclusion so that a record can be built up. 

 

Please note, for the purposes of this questionnaire 

DCC is not interested in river (or coastal) 

flooding, but has confirmed that it would like to 

have information about any flooding caused as a 

result of the Thorverton brook overflowing etc. 

 

Questionnaire 

(For return to the Parish Clerk by 12
th
 December, if 

possible please) 

 

 

DCC has asked the Parish Council to provide as 

much information as possible under each of the 

headings below:- 

 

1. Location of flooding event (postcode/house 

number/road junction/grid ref etc.) 

2. Date  - day/month/year 

3. Event type –surface water/drainage flooding 

etc.) 

4. Weather on day of event. 

5. Suspected cause of flooding eg blocked 

drain/ditch or solid surface run off etc.) 

6. Frequency of event and duration 

(hours/days/months). 

7. Impact of event on 

residents/businesses/infrastructure/properties

. 

8. Do you have any photographs or press 

cuttings? 

9. Is there any other information that would be 

helpful to DCC/could be referred to if 

needed? 

 
I am happy to collate information residents wish to 

provide, but please ensure it is provided as far as 

possible under the headings listed above. It is not 

necessary for the information to be typed. If anyone 

has any questions about this request, please contact 

me on Tel. 01392 861062 (leave a message if I am 

out) or by email (thorvertonclerk@aol.com). 

 

Jane Lane, Parish Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reproduced by kind permission of PRIVATE EYE 
magazine / Ed McLachlan 

 

mailto:thorvertonclerk@aol.com


Focus on Thorverton  Vol. 41 No. 11- December 2010 

 

5 

Thorverton Memorial Hall  
 

Saturday Market 

 

A busy market with another new table which looked 

very pretty with Christmas lights on the handmade 

decorations. 

 

Thanks to this month‘s big breakfast cooks and 

helpers, Sue, Beryl, Margery, Margaret and Sybil 

with Bob doing the washing up, Barbara taking the 

orders and  Sarah teas and coffee, with nice new 

mugs which were noticed by a couple of our regular 

customers. 

 

We also had a visit from the Pantomime Horse but it 

didn‘t stop for breakfast!! 

 

November Prize Winners were: 

 

Chicken Dinner   Vandra 

Chocolate Biscuits  Dorothy May 

Toblerone Tinies  Arthur 

 

The 100 Club Winner this month was Carol Pearn 

with number 77. 

 

Two dates for you 

diaries in December. 

 

Sunday 5 December 

at 5.00pm we will be 

having mulled wine, 

mince pies and soft drinks around the Christmas tree 

in the green, with lights being switched on by Father 

Christmas and carols around the tree. 

 

Keep your Saturday free for the 11 December 

market, when hopefully Father Christmas will have 

time to visit and after the Market we will be making 

a presentation to John and Jean in appreciation of the 

all the work they have done for the Memorial Hall 

over many years, followed by mulled wine and mince 

pies. 

 

Last but by no means least, we are very pleased the 

following were elected to the Committee: Di Baker, 

Jeff Grace and Anna Marks with Bob Hyde being 

welcomed as representative of Tads. 

 

Reg. Charity 203778 

 

Notice Board   

THOVERTON MEMORIAL HALL 

 

SATURDAY MARKET 11 DECEMBER 

9.30 - 11.00am 

 

Breakfast Bar, Fruit and Veg Stall 

Pork Stall , Cake Stalls 

Books, Jewellery, Cards, 

Bric-a-brac, Draw and more 

100 Club Draw 

 

Presentation to John and Jean White 

 

Ref Charity No.203778 

 

Sylv & Anne's 

CHATTER CAFÉ 
Closed 

until 

March 2011 

 

We wish you all a "Happy Christmas" 

and "Healthy New Year" 
Charity number 229868 

 

 

 

THORVERTON MEMORIAL HALL 

 

SUNDAY 5 DECEMBER 

CHRISTMAS TREE LIGHTING CEREMONY 

At 5.00pm around the green 

 

Lights being switched on by Father Christmas then 

carols around the tree 

 

With mulled wine and mince pies 

 

Reg. Charity No. 203778 
 

 

Thorverton Allotment Holders Meeting 
 

The next quarterly meeting will be held on 

10
th

 January 2011 

at 19.30 
at 

The Exeter Inn 
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CALLING ALL SINGERS 

 CHRISTMAS IS COMING! 

 Thorverton Church Carol Service 

 Sunday December 19
th

 at 5 p.m. 

 Would you like to join the church choir for the 

Christmas Carol service? 

There will be 4 practices in church on:- 

Thursdays, December 2
nd

, 9
th
 and 16

th
.  From 7.45 to 

9 p.m. 

Please come to them all if you possibly can – a warm 

welcome awaits you, enthusiasm is the only 

requirement – there will be no auditions. 

 

We will be learning some new carols and of course, 

the old favourites will be included. For more 

information please contact me on 01392 860730 or at  

mary@onetheglebe.eclipse.co.uk 

 

It would be helpful if you let me know you are 

coming then we know how many carols books to get 

out. We always have a good sing and I am sure this 

year we will keep up our village church tradition of a 

full house, lusty singing and a meaningful 

contribution to our Christmas celebrations.  

 

Thorverton Church Consort practices 
Thursdays in church, 7.45 to 9 pm 

 
December 2nd, 9th & 16th 

December 19th 5 p.m. Carol Service 

 
Junior Consort practices in school, 

Mondays 3.30 to 4.30 p.m. 
December 6th, 13th (in church) 

 

Clarinet player 
Required to complete 

Clarinet quartet 
Enthusiasm more important 

 than age or ability 

 

For more details contact 

Peter Mason on 860727 

 

 

FOR THE YOUNGER SINGERS 

Thorverton Church Carol Service 

 Sunday December 19
th

 at 5 p.m. 

The younger members of the Christmas Carol 

Service choir (years 2 to 8) have their own practices 

for the service. 

 

They will take place from 3.30 to 4.30 p.m. on 

Mondays, November 22
nd 

and December 6
th
 in school 

and December 13
th
 in church. 

 

Years 7 and 8 can join us when they arrive back from 

school around 4 p.m. (These two years can join the 

senior choir if they prefer.) 

 

If you are unable to make the practices then I am 

happy to arrange another time to fit you in. We have 

bought some new candleholders for this year and we 

look forward to a good sing and a lovely service. The 

Junior Consort contribution is always a delight and 

warmly received.  

 

Everyone is welcome – why not give it a go! 

Details from me, as above. 

Mary Thomas 

 

 

 
 

Thorverton Arts Exchange 
 

At Arts Exchange meetings we share our 

enthusiasms for writing, music, painting, film, craft 

etc. with one another. 

 

Usually there is a theme to our choices, but 

occasionally an individual member will take 

responsibility for a whole evening. 

 

The meetings take place in members' homes at 8.00 

p.m. on Thursdays. The next meetings are: 

 

December 9
th
 Cold, Campion Cottage (8.30 pm 

start) 

January 20
th
 Awakenings,  Garden Cottage 

 

New members are always welcome. For further 

information contact Louise Page or Rob Purvis, 

Campion Cottage 860509. 

 
 

 

 

http://uk.mc295.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=mary@onetheglebe.eclipse.co.uk
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The Exe Valley Film Society 

Proudly presents our next screening 

CABARET (15) 

 

Director:  Bob Fosse 

Starring:  Liza Minnelli; Michael York; Joel Grey 

 

This superb musical, made in 1972 is set in Berlin in 

the 1930‘s and follows the story of Sally Bowles, an 

American cabaret singer and her complex 

relationships with Brian the English Teacher and the 

playboy Max. The decadence and fragility of Berlin 

during the rise of Hitler is represented in many of the 

songs performed in the Kit Kat Club. Winner of 8 

Oscars. Not to be missed. 

 

DATE:      THURSDAY 16th DECEMBER 

TIME:        7.30 for 8.0pm 

VENUE:    Brampford Speke Village Hall 

 

All welcome – members £1, non-members £5. Bring 

a bottle, a snack if you wish and enjoy the friendly, 

relaxed, candle-lit atmosphere. 

Enquiries 01392 840072 
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Crime warning 
From Devon and Cornwall Police - several vehicles 

have been broken into overnight in the residential 

roads across our area. Please be advised that with the 

coming of the festive season thieves will be on the 

lookout for rich pickings left in vehicles. Place stat 

navs and expensive equipment out of sight and do 

not leave gifts on display in parked cars when 

shopping.  If possible remove costly items into your 

house. Remember that as the festive season 

approaches other less honest people are looking 

around for gifts, don't leave yours on display in your 

home or your car and always leave these secure. 

Please phone 08452 777 444 with any information. 

 

Thorverton Country Show 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Show 2011 

The Committee is delighted to announce that our 

main Charity for 2011 will be the Exeter Leukaemia 

Fund (ELF). We have also had requests for funding 

from Thorverton School, Thorverton Preschool, 

Thorverton Brownie, Thorverton Rainbows, 

Thorverton School PTFA, Thorverton W. I. and the 

Exe Valley Volunteer Service. Providing we have 

sufficient funds to distribute after the Show, we will 

be able to support all these organisations. 

 

Running an event such as the Show needs a 

considerable amount of financial expense before any 

money starts to come in. The Show Committee are 

very aware of this and are very grateful to the Focus 

Committee for the Financial assistance they have 

given us.  

 

Christmas Bingo 

To help boost our pre-show coffers the Committee 

are running two Christmas Bingos, on Tuesday 7
th
 

and 21
st
 December. These will be held at the 

Memorial Hall and will commence at 7.30pm 

prompt. Children are very welcome as long as they 

are accompanied by an adult.  

 

Why not come along early and treat yourselves to a 

burger or hot dog at Abby‘s Burger Bar before the 

Bingo starts (they will be on sale during the interval 

as well). They are only £1 each! 

  

Christmas Plants 

John will be selling his usual array of Christmas 

Plants at the Memorial Hall‘s Christmas Market on 

11
th
 December. All profits from this stall will go to 

the Show. There will be Poinsettias in an assortment 

of colours, some of which are very unusual, 

Cyclamen, Solanum (plants with big orange berries), 

Primroses and top quality Holly Wreaths. To add 

some colour to the outside of your home there will 

also be seasonal hanging baskets and Planters. If you 

are unable to get to the Market and would like to 

place an order please ring John on 860827. 

 

THORVERTON 

COUNTRY SHOW 

 

CHRISTMAS 
BINGO 

 

7th & 21st December 

Thorverton Memorial Hall 
 

Eyes Down 7.30pm 
Lots of seasonal prizes 

Hot Dogs and Burgers for sale 
 

Ring 860827 for more details 
 

 

THORVERTON 

COUNTRY SHOW 

 

CHRISTMAS 
PLANT STALL 

 

At the Saturday Market  

11th December 

 
Poinsettias 
Cyclamen 
Solanum 

Primroses 
Holly Wreaths 

Hanging Baskets – Planters 
Super Christmas Presents at very competitive 

prices 
 

All profits from John’s stall go towards the 
Country Show 
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Indian summer (?) in Bullen Street, by John Spivey 

 

 

 

 

 

Last recommended posting dates 
UK:  

Sat 18 Dec 2010 - Second Class 

Tue 21 Dec 2010 First Class 

Recorded Signed For™ has the same last posting 

dates as the 1st and 2nd Class service that the 

customer has chosen to apply it to 

  

Wed 15 Dec 2010 - Standard Parcels 

  

Wed 22 Dec 2010 - Parcelforce 48 

  

Thu 23 Dec 2010 - Parcelforce Next Day 

  

Thu 23 Dec 2010 - Special Delivery™ 

   

International Air Mail: 

 Mon 6 Dec 2010  

South & Central America, Caribbean, Africa, Middle 

East, Asia, Far East (including Japan), Australia  and 

New Zealand 

 

Fri 10 Dec 2010  

Eastern Europe, USA and Canada 

 

Mon 13 Dec 2010  

Western Europe 

 

Mobile Library 

 
There will be no visits during December 2010.  

 

The service will recommence in the New Year at a 

DIFFERENT TIME on Thursdays fortnightly from 

16.05 - 16.50 in the Quarry Car Park by Thorverton 

Post Office. 

 

Dates : 

Jan 6 & 20    

Feb 3 & 17    

Mar 3, 17 & 31    

Apr 14 & 28    

May 12 & 26    

Jun 9 and 23    

Jul 7 & 21 

Aug 4 & 18    

Sep 1, 15 & 29    

Oct 13 & 27    

Nov 10 & 24    

Dec 8 & 22 

 

Please give it your support. 

Heather Kershaw 

 



Focus on Thorverton  Vol. 41 No. 11- December 2010 

 

10 

Thorverton Co-Operative Trust Ltd 
 

SALES: Many thanks to those of you who 

generously supported us, at the Saturday Big 

Breakfasts in October and November. 

 

CHRISTMAS CARDS: Up at the Post Office we 

have cards for sale in aid of Hospiscare. We can 

obtain more if you can't find the ones you like - 

please ask. We are also selling environmentally 

friendly cards from Glebe Cottage, a Devon-based 

company. They are a little more expensive but nice 

for that special person(s). Do come and have a look. 

We also have more of the cards/notelets made from 

old postcards of Thorverton. These now include 

larger ones with Christmas greetings. We also have 

Christmas gift tags and wrapping paper. 

 

CHRISTMAS POSTAGE & PACKING: We stock 

envelopes of many shapes, sizes and thicknesses, 

brown paper, packing/posting boxes and tubes, 

sellotape, parcel tape, hopefully most of what you 

might need. Please come to buy from us first before 

driving elsewhere and if you can't see what you need, 

please ask. 

 

NEW SIGN: Have you noticed the new road sign at 

the top of Bullen Street? We now feel properly 'on 

the map'. 

Heather Kershaw 

Chair and Company Secretary   860419 

 

 

 

The Madness of George III 
 at the Northcott Theatre, Exeter 

  

This production had been touring the country for the 

past three months, ending with five nights at the 

Northcott.  This play by Alan Bennett shows us how 

far we may have come in treating the sick - through 

far improved understanding of medicine and of the 

human condition - but what little distance we appear 

to have travelled in the field of politics and 

economics, where many of the current themes existed 

more than 200 years ago.  The whole cast put on a 

great performance.  Simon Ward and Susan 

Penhaligon were excellent as the king and queen;  

other mentions must go to Courtney Spence for his 

believable and humorous portrayal as one of the 

king's doctors;  to Portia Booroff as Lady Pembroke 

for her ingenious interpretation of the script; to 

Garrett Moore's subtle but charmingly effective 

performance as the king's second son, the Duke of 

York;  and of course to Kate Colebrook for a 

touching performance as the king's page.  I look 

forward to further productions from this fine 

company. 

Neville Lane  

 

For those who are unaware, Kate is from 

Thorverton.  I would be delighted to receive and 

print articles about others from the village who are 

doing interesting things.  Ed 

 

 

 

Susan Penhaligon, Kate 

Colebrook and Portia Booroff 
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Parish Church Services and News 
December 2010 Services & Information 

The Church of England welcomes you! 

The Netherexe Parishes 
 A Mission Community in the Diocese of Exeter  

www.netherexe.org 

5 December 2010 Advent 2 

 

08:00 am Holy Communion  [BCP] Newton St Cyres  DD 

10:00 am Service With A Smile   ☺ Brampford Speke  Lay-Led 

10:00 am Holy Communion   [C] Poltimore DD 

10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Thorverton  SS 

11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Cowley  JB 

11:15 am Service of the Word   Rewe AB & DP  

11:15 am Holy Communion & Baptism [C] Upton Pyne  HD 

05:00 pm Service with a Smile  ☺ Stoke Canon  Lay-Led  

06:30 pm Evening Prayer  [BCP] Cadbury HD 

 

12 December 2010 Advent 3  

 

09:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Brampford Speke  HD 

10:00 am Family Service & Holy Communion  [C] Newton St Cyres  HD 

10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Stoke Canon  DD 

10:00 am Family Service  Thorverton  JD & Lay-led 

11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Rewe DD 

05:00 pm Christingle  ☺ Poltimore  HD  

06:30 pm Service of Lessons & Carols   Huxham  DD 

 

19 December 2010 Advent 4 

 

09:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Upton Pyne  DD 

10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Cowley  JB 

10:00 am Service of Lessons & Carols   Stoke Canon  Lay-Led  

11:15 am Service of Lessons & Carols   Rewe HD 

03:00 pm Baptism   Brampford Speke   HD 

05:00 pm Service of Lessons & Carols   Thorverton   DD 

05:00 pm Nativity Pageant  Upton Pyne  HD&Lay-Led  

06:00 pm Service of Lessons & Carols   Poltimore  JD 
 Preceded by Christmas Tea at 05:00 pm in the Village Hall 

06:30 pm Service of Lessons & Carols   Brampford Speke  HD 

06:30 pm Service of Lessons & Carols  Cadbury DD 

06:30 pm Service of Lessons & Carols  Newton St Cyres  AS 

 

20 December 2010  

 

07:00 pm Service of Lessons & Carols   Netherexe HD 

 

24 December 2010 Christmas Eve  

 

04:00 pm Family Service of the Word Crib Service Stoke Canon  GK  

11:00 pm Holy Communion  [C] Newton St Cyres  DD 

11:00 pm Holy Communion [C] Poltimore  AS 

11:00 pm Holy Communion  [C] Stoke Canon  HD 

11:00 pm Holy Communion  [C] Upton Pyne   CH 

 

http://www.netherexe.org/
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25 December 2010 Christmas Day  

 

09:00 am Holy Communion  [BCP] Brampford Speke  DD 

09:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Huxham  HW 

10:00 am Service With A Smile  ☺ Brampford Speke  Lay-Led 

10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Cadbury DD 

10:00 am Family Service of The Word   Newton St Cyres  JD 

10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Cowley JB 

10:00 am Family Service & Holy Communion  [C] Thorverton  HD 

10:30 am Family Service & Holy Communion  [C] Rewe SS 

 

26 December 2010 St Stephen the First Martyr - Mission Community Service 

11:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Newton St Cyres  DD 
 

2 January 2011 The Epiphany 

 

10:00 am Service of The Word   Poltimore  DB & VP 

10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Thorverton  CH 

11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Cowley JB 

11:15 am Service of The Word   Rewe AB & GSd 

11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Upton Pyne  HD & JD 

06:30 pm Evening Prayer  [BCP] Cadbury JD 

05:00 pm Service of The Word   Newton St Cyres  HD 
 

Services in the Netherexe Parishes 

Your parish churches aim to provide a variety of service types to meet the needs of the whole community.  Most 

Sunday services except those early in the morning include hymns and music. Everyone is welcome at all services 

 

‘Service with a Smile’ ☺   These Family Services are designed for all ages 

Brampford Speke & Stoke Canon  and with the needs of young children especially in 

and Family Services Thorverton and mind.  They are informal and contemporary in 

Newton St Cyres    style, often including a children‘s activity at the    

 beginning; without communion.  Services usually last  about 35 minutes and are followed by refreshments 

 

Young People’s Group [YPG]  Young people‘s group meeting during the 10 am    

 service at Thorverton on the first Sunday of the month  in school term time 

Holy Communion  [C]  Traditional service in contemporary language [one hour] 

Holy Communion  [T]  Traditional service in traditional language [one hour] 

Holy Communion  [BCP]  Traditional service in traditional language [one hour] 

Service of the Word  [SW]  Morning or Evening Service [without communion] in   

     contemporary language, often Lay-Led 

Morning Prayer  [BCP]  Traditional Morning Service [Mattins] from the Book of  

      Common Prayer [about an hour] 

Evening Prayer or  [BCP]  Traditional Evening Service from the Book of Common 

Choral Evensong    Prayer [about an hour] 

 

DAILY SERVICES – Usual pattern 

Monday  09:00 am  Morning Prayer at Stoke Canon Chapel 

Tuesday  09:00 am  Morning Prayer at Stoke Canon Church 

Tuesday  06:00 pm  Evening Prayer at Rewe 

Wednesday  09:00 am  Morning Prayer at Thorverton 

Thursday  09:00 am  Morning Prayer at Thorverton 

Thursday  05:00 pm  Evening Prayer at Newton St Cyres 

Friday   09:00 am  Morning Prayer at Thorverton 

Saturday  09:00 am  Morning Prayer at Thorverton 
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Variations:  Wed   1
st
 Dec  Holy Communion at Thorverton 09:30 am 

   Sat    4
th
 Dec  No Morning Prayer at Thorverton  

   Wed   8
th 

Dec No Morning Prayer at Thorverton  

   Mon  27
th
 Dec No Morning Prayer at Stoke Canon  

   Mon  27
th 

Dec Morning Prayer at Thorverton: St John the Evangelist 

Tue 28
th
 Dec  No Morning Prayer at Stoke Canon  

Tue 28
th
 Dec Morning Prayer at Thorverton :The Holy Innocents 

Fri  31
st
 Dec No Morning Prayer at Thorverton  

Sat    1
st
 Jan Morning Prayer at Thorverton:  

The Naming & Circumcision of Jesus & New Year‘s Day 

Who’s Who …..? Abbreviations Key 

DD  The Revd. Douglas Dettmer Priest-in-Charge 01392 860332 

SS  The Revd. Sue Sheppard Associate Minister 01392 841284 

HD  The Revd. Hilary Dawson Assistant Curate 01392 841928 

JD  The Revd. Julia Dallen Assistant Curate 07733 673842 
 

AB Mrs Annabel Branney CH The Revd Chris Hughes VP Mrs Valerie Pritchard 

BB Mrs Bridget Boxall VH Mrs Valerie Hanson GSm Mr Geoff Saltmarsh 

DB Mr David Boxall GK Mrs Gwynneth Keehner JSd Mr John Sandford 

JB The Revd John Benton JM Preb John Mapson GSd Mr Guy Sheppard 

CC Mr Chris Cook SM The Revd Sue Martin AS The Revd Alan Simmons 

JC Mrs Jane Cook VM Mrs Valerie Mills JSt Mrs Julie Stirling 

VC Mrs Veronica Clarke MOJ Mrs Maureen Owen-Jones ST The Revd Simon Taylor 

JD The Revd Julia Dallen DP Mr David Perrott PW The Revd Peter Webb 

CF Mrs Catriona Fursdon GP Mrs Gerda Perrott HW The Revd Harold Whitty 

     

Family Services of the Word marked ☺ are led by Lay Teams 
 

For more information about the Netherexe Parishes please see www.netherexe.org  

or contact: 
 

Mrs Margaret Lowe [Administrator] 

Tel: 07594 714590 - Tuesday & Thursday [08:30 – 16:30] 

Email: margaret.admin@netherexe.org 

Correspondence:  The Netherexe Parishes, PO Box 734, Stoke Canon, Exeter, EX5 4WP. 
 

Would you like a lift to church? 

May we offer you a lift to the parish church or to a joint service elsewhere?  
 

For transport to Sunday services from locations in Thorverton parish, please ring Steve Rendell on [01392] 

860780.   
 

To arrange a lift to the weekday Holy Communion at Thorverton please ring Margaret Turner -Warwick on 

[01392] 861173 
 

For transport from locations in Newton St Cyres parish please contact Mrs Charlotte Dyer on [01392] 851618 
 

For transport from Cowley parish please contact Major Clive Rendle on [01392] 257389 
 

For transport from Rewe please contact Guy Sheppard on 01392 841284 

 

From the Parish Registers       to mid-November   

  

Baptisms  

  

Marriages  

  

Funerals Archibald Rowcliffe, 26
th
 October 2010, Brampford Speke  

 Derek Pike, 29
th
 October 2010, Stoke Canon  

 

http://www.netherexe.org/
mailto:margaret.admin@netherexe.org
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Parish Letter 
From the Revd Douglas Dettmer, Rector 
 

As the realities of financial austerity become more 

and more evident in our world, Christmas 2010 and 

the beginning of a new year will mark a time of 

worry and strain for many. 

 

For some in employment or on retirement pensions, 

static or reducing income may already be causing 

adjustments in ways of living; for others, job loss or 

the threat of continuing unemployment will be a 

source of anxiety and fear for the future; yet again, 

others may be working longer hours just to keep the 

household afloat. 

 

Often quietly and in ways hidden from their 

neighbours, people are experiencing unwelcome 

changes which for them and their families are 

perhaps very stressful indeed and which only a few 

years ago they would not have expected at this stage 

in their lives. 

 

What makes all this even more difficult in the culture 

we inhabit is the value our society places on (i) 

money, and (ii) paid work as sources of personal 

worth and esteem.  Because our culture seems to 

convey the message that to have more money is to 

have a better life, and that to have a good, paid job is 

to be a more worthwhile person, it so easy for us to 

think that the opposite is also true:  that to have less 

money and/or to be without a job through no fault of 

our own is to be a less desirable person in the eyes of 

those around us. 

 

It‘s only a short step from there to believing inwardly 

the message our society is telling us, watching our 

self-esteem drain away as we begin to think that 

society might be right—we really aren‘t good for 

much after all. 

 

But the message of Christmas tells us something 

utterly different about God and therefore about 

ourselves.  ‗And the Word was made flesh and dwelt 

among us.‘  Our value as human beings lies not in 

what we have, but in who we are.  And who are we?  

Beloved children of God, who loved us to such an 

extent—so Christian faith trusts and believes—that 

he entered totally into our human experience in the 

life of the one who was born of Mary, suffered with 

us and died for us, and by God‘s creative act lives a 

life which gives us power to hope.   

 

Like the love of the parent for the child is or should 

be, the love of God for us is unconditional:  he loves 

us for who we are—not for what we possess or for 

what we have achieved.  He loves us even when we 

get it wrong, make bad choices, mess up our lives.  

Like a good parent, he wants us to be the best we can 

be—in the choices we make, in our relationships 

with others, in our care for society and the world 

around us—and he always gives us a chance to start 

again.  But we never have to earn his love; it is 

always there already.  Our calling is simply to 

respond to that incalculable gift as a kind of 

thanksgiving for it. 

 

Perhaps as one result of the present financial crisis, 

our society will begin to rediscover the value of what 

people give when they contribute of their best, even 

when that is not rewarded by money or social status:  

gifts of wisdom, prayer, friendship, care of 

neighbours, voluntary work, and indeed the most 

socially important ‗job‘ of all—the highly skilled, 

unpaid work, sometimes very hard though ultimately 

so rewarding—of bringing up the next generation.  

Each such gift of self can be a unique, precious 

‗thank you‘ for the gift our human family glimpsed 

once at Christmas, God‘s gift of himself from 

eternity and beyond time to all God‘s beloved 

creation.  For that is who we are. 

 

With best wishes for this season, and for the New 

Year. 

Douglas 

 

 

 

Baptist Church 
"Joy to the World, The Lord is come"--- 

He rules the world with truth and grace, 

And makes the nations prove 

The glories of His righteousness 

 And wonders of His love.       I. Watts. 

 

 

 

May the true wonder and glory, the peace and joy of 

Christmas fill your hearts as the Festival of the 

Nativity draws near and may you carry into the New 

Year the sense of His continuous presence, and with 

that may there come a new experience of His love 

and joy. 

 

Advent---the time of preparation for Christmas, not 

just a preparation for all the celebrations that are to 

come on the 25
th
, but a time when we prepare our 
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inner most souls for the Holy Season of our 

Saviour‘s Birth. 

It is very right that we should be making ready to 

rejoice at the anniversary of His first coming as a 

Child in Bethlehem‘s manger, and most fitting that 

we break into triumphant gladness and exultation at 

Christmas, but also equally right that we should use 

the Advent season as a time of heart searching and 

penitence in readiness for His second coming—as a 

Judge. And also a time when as Christians, we 

should experience true and deep Christmas joy and a 

reconciliation between ourselves and our brother 

man. 

 

The Baptist Church celebrations this year include—

the pre school children and their helpers coming on 

Monday 13
th
 December at 10-00am, to listen to the 

stories of what happened on that first Christmas Day, 

to sing some of their Christmas songs that they have 

learnt, and to have some drinks and biscuits, anyone 

is welcome to come and join in with us, and have a 

cup of coffee. 

Sunday 19
th
 December at 10-30am, is our Carol 

Service, with coffee to follow, and Tuesday 21
st
 

December at 3-00pm it will be mince pies, carols, 

readings and a cup of tea in the schoolroom at the 

back of the Church, all will be very welcome at any 

of these celebrations. 

 

We would like to wish all our friends and readers of 

Focus a most blessed and peaceful Christmas, and 

may God grant us all a new and deep awareness of 

His spiritual truth. 

Phyllis Langdon - Church Secretary 

 

 

 

I Don’t Believe It  
 

I can‘t believe how loudly some people talk and I‘m 

not thinking of the older generation, I‘m thinking of 

young families. Perhaps they are so accustomed to 

talking above the television that they have lost the 

ability to adjust their volume levels in public. 

Mentioning television, reminds me how refreshing 

the shortened factual news bulletins were during the 

recent strike among 4,000 BBC journalists. Ignoring 

the arguments of their case, they can go on strike any 

time they like! 

 

I‘m disappointed that despite the best effort of the 

Parish Council, Post Office and pubs to provide 

facilities for organisations to publicise their events, 

the electricity and telephone poles in the village are 

increasingly ―decorated‖ with posters. Instead of 

reducing the sprawl of poles and wires it appears 

Thorverton needs more poster space!  

 

Ordering two aircraft carriers that our allies can‘t 

land or take off from is really thinking outside the 

box – I‘m assuming the same constraints apply to 

enemy planes, although the MOD is silent on this at 

the moment. If we can‘t manage to sell the spare 

carrier on ebay it would make an ideal platform for a 

wind/marine turbine park utilising the, to date, 

unused Wavehub off the Cornish coast. 

 

And finally, why when telephoning us do banks and 

building societies address us by our Christian, sorry, 

given name. I don‘t know them, have never met them 

and I‘m never likely to speak to the same person 

again. I don‘t want Sir or Madam – just Mr or Mrs, 

etc. will do very nicely!  

 

Commentator 

 

 

 

Ladies Group 
. 

The next meeting for the ladies will be on Thursday 

9
th
 December at the usual time, and will be held at 

Southbrook, by the Green, by kind invitation of 

Claire Heaven Roberts. The meeting will be led by 

Elspeth Holmes, and she will be showing us how to 

do a special Christmas Decoration. 

 

Will the ladies please note----Elspeth would like you 

to bring--- 

1) A bagful of small pliable leaves, about 2-

3dozen, about 1-2inches long and not too 

wide, they can be coloured or green i-e-

reverse of buddleia, silver, small ivy leaves, 

but NOT dried autumn leaves. 

2) Dressmaking Pins 

3) Scissors. 

This all sounds a bit complicated, but should be 

great fun, see you all there. 

 

I apologise for omitting the Ladies Group report that 

I was given for last month's Focus.  I can assure you 

that it was - as usual - an oversight rather than an 

intentional omission - Ed. 
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Cyber-security 
 

In the governments recent defence review they listed 

"Cyber warfare" as one of the threats against the UK. 

So what does that mean for you and I? Well so-called 

cyber attacks can be carried out by anyone who can 

control a network of computers called a bot-net. Such 

attacks can take the form of flooding the Internet 

with so much traffic that computers cannot connect 

because they are trying to deal with all the 

connections from the bot-net, or the bot-net can be 

given the task of trying to break-in to secured 

computers to steal data or money from a bank. (There 

really is no difference between data and money as far 

as banks are concerned). 

 

Why this is important to you is because maybe your 

computer is one of those in a bot-net which could be 

used in a cyber attack. The reason is because many 

people never keep their computers up to date with the 

latest security updates for their software. 

 

If you have a computer running Windows (which 

most people with computers do) then you should 

regularly use the Windows Update facility which can 

be found from the Start menu. This will connect to 

Microsoft and apply updates to your computer to fix 

various problems that have been discovered, and also 

patch holes in software that can be used to take 

control of your computer by those trying to build bot-

nets. 

 

I recently had to help out a friend with a problem on 

her computer and I discovered it had never been 

updated. While I was working on what she had asked 

me to do I set the Windows Update running - there 

were 88 updates to apply. They ran in the 

background while I continued working, and by the 

time I had finished her computer was up to date with 

its security updates. 

 

So for the sake of a few minutes every week you can 

keep your computer safer, and operating more 

efficiently. As far as cyber warfare is concerned, the 

slogan of the National Lottery probably applies - "It 

could be you"! 

Rob Purvis 

 

 

 

Women’s Institute 
 

Mrs T Clarke used her spinning wheel at our Nov 

meeting; she told us that spinning was a visionary 

thing. 

Having been fascinated by her mothers spinning, she 

started her self at the age of 14yrs and has never 

looked back. 

She was given her own spinning wheel on her 18th 

birthday. 

We were shown various types of fibre and learnt that 

fibre from the Shetland sheep is shorter than that of 

the Jacob sheep. 

The fibres were of animal origin with the exception 

of one, which was a vegetable fibre that came from a 

foreign nettle. 

Its constitution was similar to flax. 

All fibres must be brushed parallel before spinning. 

Should the thread break it doesn‘t matter, as the 

fibres naturally want‘s to stick together. 

We were then given a drop spindle to try our skills 

on and much hilarity filled the air. 

 

Elizabeth Redler won flower of the month. 

 

On behalf of the WI I wish you all a ‗Happy 

Christmas‘ 

 

One of our ladies jokingly said I should lighten our 

Health and Safety rule regarding fire by putting it to 

verse, so here is the new terminology: 

 

If ‗fires a word you hear called  

Then quickly vacate this hall. 

Don‘t hang about to find your bag 

A fire won‘t wait and that is sad. 

Should the front be the burning site? 

Then take this exit on the right. 

Remind the back folk with a shout 

‗The old grey step is jutting out‘ 

Form a group in the grassy rec 

After head counts we‘ll say ‗O hec, 

Meetings ended what‘s to be done? 

Do not despair; we‘ll still have fun  

Gloomy feelings we soon will sink, 

To the pubs we‘ll go and have a drink. 

 

(I was press ganged into submitting the above!) 

 

Sylv Gregory 
Charity no. 229868  
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Legal Eagle 
 

As a footnote to the article which appeared in the 

October edition of Focus; as anticipated, the 

Supreme Court has rejected the appeal of Messrs 

Chaytor, Morley and Devine. All three will now 

stand trial charged with theft by false accounting. 

They will be tried separately; the first trial is due to 

begin at Southwark Crown Court on the 22
nd

 

November. 

 

This month we will look at the remaining potential 

applicants under the provisions of the Inheritance ( 

Provision for Family and Dependants ) Act 1975. 

 

Section 1(1)(d) provides for any person ( not being a 

child of the deceased ) who, in the case of any 

marriage to which the deceased was at any time a 

party, was treated by the deceased as a child of the 

family in relation to that marriage. 

 

In considering whether the deceased had treated the 

applicant as a child of the family, the court will look 

for something more than a mere display of affection. 

In deciding whether the child was so treated in 

relation to a particular marriage the court will look 

not merely at the treatment of the child during the 

subsistence of the marriage. Indeed, it was suggested 

in Re Callaghan [1984] that the treatment of the 

applicant as a child of the family might have been 

sufficient, even if it was prior to the marriage of the 

deceased. 

 

Section 1(1)(e) deals with any person ( not being a 

person included in the foregoing paragraphs of this 

section ) who immediately before the death of the 

deceased was being maintained , either wholly or 

partly by the deceased. 

 

The applicant will be required to establish that he 

does not come within any other category; that the 

deceased was wholly maintaining him or making a 

substantial contribution, in money or money‘s worth, 

towards his reasonable needs; he was being 

maintained by the deceased immediately before the 

death of the deceased and that the arrangement for 

maintenance was in place when the deceased died. 

 

There is no requirement for the deceased and the 

applicant to be related. 

 

An applicant will not come within the provisions of 

the sub-section if he provided full valuable 

consideration to the deceased for the maintenance. 

This would obviously exclude persons such as paid 

housekeepers from making a claim. 

 

A number of cases on this point have come before 

the courts. One of the most interesting is the case of 

Bouette –v- Rose [2000]. Mrs Bouette had cared for 

Louise, her brain-damaged daughter until her death 

at the age of 14 years. The brain damage suffered by 

Louise was the result of medical negligence at birth 

and in respect of which Louise had been awarded 

£250,000 in damages. Her affairs were under the 

jurisdiction of the Court of Protection and the Court 

had made regular payments from Louise‘s fund to 

Mrs Bouette as her receiver. Mrs Bouette also 

received social security benefits. Part of the award of 

£250,000 had been used to buy a property where Mrs 

Bouette could look after Louise. Louise‘s farther, 

Philip Rose had left about eight months after 

Louise‘s birth. 

When Louise died intestate, her parents were equally 

entitled to the funds in her estate. Mrs Bouette had 

received some £33,000 as her daughter‘s 

administrator and had spent the entire sum although 

she realised that Mr Rose was entitled to half.. She 

did not want Mr Rose to have any of the child‘s 

estate and feared her continued occupation of the 

house might be threatened. 

When Mr Rose began an administration action 

against her, Mrs Bouette had applied for leave to 

bring proceedings out of time under the 1975 Act as 

a person maintained by the deceased. 

Lord Justice Robert Walker delivering the judgment 

of the Court of Appeal said that whether one person 

made a substantial gratuitous contribution to 

another‘s needs was essentially a question of fact. In 

the circumstances, Mrs Bouette‘s needs were 

Louise‘s needs, because Louise needed her mother‘s 

care, and because of the need for that care Mrs 

Bouette had to give up her business and had no other 

source of income apart from social security benefits. 

There was nothing absurd in the notion of the Court 

of Protection acting as the conscience of a patient 

and making provision for those whom the patient, if 

of full metal capacity, would have felt a moral 

obligation. 

His Lordship went on to say that it must have been 

obvious to the officials at the Court of Protection that 

Louise‘s funds were to be used in a way that met Mrs 

Bouette‘s financial and material needs, so as to 

enable her to look after her daughter‘s physical and 

emotional needs. The commitment was expected to 

continue throughout Louise‘s lifetime, unless the 

funds became exhausted or there was some other 

unexpected turn of events. 

In the circumstances the Court held that Mrs Bouette 

was a dependant of her daughter for the purposes of 

the 1975 Act and entitled to claim maintenance from 

her daughter‘s estate. 
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Lord Justice Walker concluded his judgment by 

saying that he hoped the parties would reach an 

acceptable compromise rather than taking their 

claims to trial which would create a real danger that 

the whole estate would be spent in litigation; a very 

bitter postscript to Louise‘s short and tragic life. 

 

We have now come to the end of our look at the law 

relating to wills. We will begin a new topic in 

January. 

 

Merry Christmas. 

Clive Hamlin 

Thorverton and District History 
Society 
Dating Old Family Photographs 

 

Many of us will have inherited a box of dusty old 

photographs from our parents and grandparents. 

Sadly few will be annotated with the date, let alone 

names or occasion. But all is not lost. Thanks to our 

talk by Shelley Tobin of the National Trust, we can 

now at least put an approximate date to a sometimes-

spectacular event. 

 

In this country H Fox Talbot of Laycock in Wiltshire 

began experimenting with the effect of light on 

certain chemicals in the 1830‘s and by the early 

1840‘s the first portrait photographs appeared. Prior 

to this oil paintings recorded the aristocracy whilst 

the silhouette artist might cleverly cut our likeness 

from a piece of paper at the seaside. Another 

technique involved reverse painting on glass, with 

some fine examples to be found at the Trust‘s A la 

Ronde property. 

 

Photographic studios emerged in the 1850‘s and 

60‘s, frequently with a shop front at street level and a 

studio with large windows on the first floor 

providing sufficient light to reduce the exposure time 

to tolerable periods. Even then a neck brace was 

sometimes used to assist the less compliant sitter to 

remain still. We were shown early photographic 

images of lace made by Mrs Treadwin taken by 

Maurice Angel and by H. Mower, who had a studio 

in South Street, Exeter in the late 1860‘s. Small 

Carte de Visite and the larger cabinet photographs 

became popular – the age of commercial 

photography had arrived. Photographers advised on 

colours that would photograph well and in their 

studios provided backdrops of grand locations with 

arches and pillars and scenic vistas. 

 

Whilst techniques evolved, and can be an important 

indicator, dress styles are frequently favoured when 

dating old photographs. In addition, hairstyles and 

hats are often good pointers to period - ladies with 

smooth hair and a central parting and gentlemen with 

side-whiskers being in fashion in the 1850‘s. Plates 

from early fashion magazines are another valuable 

source for reference. In the 1870‘s a mantle was 

often worn over the bustle to cover its vulgarity 

whilst in the 1880‘s high waistlines and bare lower 

arms and neck were in vogue. In opera hairstyles 

reached skyward with stars of the day frequently 

photographed. Children‘s clothing can also often 

help date a photograph - girls with fanned bonnets 

and boys in fur coats and matching hats being 

prevalent from 1890–1900. The evolution of 

uniforms, such as nurses, also facilitates dating our 

old photographs. 

 

The illustrated talk concluded with a demonstration 

of careful cleaning and useful advice on the storage 

of our photographs. 

Barrie Phillips

 

No Man's Chapel 

 

Following the Editor‘s enquiry about the stone on the 

Upton Pyne road recording that the ancient chapel of 

St John the Baptist was removed from there and 

rebuilt in Crediton Cemetery in 1926, here is the only 

known photo of it standing in situ before the 

removal. Here the chapel looks to be in good order, 

just as it still is today in the Cemetery, which is no 

surprise since it had been rebuilt less than thirty 

years earlier.  Largely paid for by Sir John Shelley, 

as the Lord of the Manor of East Raddon, but with 

much support in the provision of labour, fixtures and 

furnishings by local parishioners, ―St John‘s 

Baptist‘s Chantry (was) brought back to its original 

uses‖, as the Rural Dean noted, and was re-dedicated 

in October 1896.  Deanery Magazines in the late 
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1890s and early 1900s have regular references to 

events at the Chapel, but after that there is silence.    

It seems to have fallen out of use and thus been 

available for relocation in Crediton when the 

Cemetery there was established.  

 

Whether the earlier chapel stood in the same place is 

far from clear. The only explicit information about it 

appears in Billing‘s Directory of 1857: “At East 

Raddon, there was formerly a chapel, dedicated to St 

John the Baptist, the remains of which have been 

converted into a dwelling house, called ―No Man‘s 

Chapel‖, in the occupation of Mr George Painter‖. 

The 1861 census obligingly shows George Painter, a 

farmer of 35 acres, and his family at Noman‘s 

Chapel, but also a labourer and family at the same 

location. In 1841 George Painter and another 

labourer had had their homes here, while the 

intervening census of 1851 shows only a person of 

independent means at Nomans Chapel with George 

Painter in the nearest property, recorded this time as 

―Conibys‖. The censuses from 1871 to 1891 show 

either one or three households at Noman‘s Chapel, 

and  the labourer Thomas Nix, who was there in 

1881 and 1891, was still there in 1901 after the 

rebuilding of 1896. As he could not have lived in the 

Chapel itself, and, as the census details above 

suggest, there was clearly more than one building 

here. Quite possibly the substantial cottage or farm-

house in the background of the photo was the home 

of Farmer George Painter and later, in decline,  of 

Thomas Nix, and the original chapel may have been 

anywhere in the immediate vicinity. Donn‘s Devon 

Map of 1745 actually includes ―Nomans Chapel‖ 

alongside a dark blob on the corner where the two 

roads meet, but this is the same kind of blob with 

which he indicated farmhouses. Tenants of Nomans 

Chapel appear on rent lists for the Manor of East 

Raddon between the 1740s and the 1770s, and Land 

Tax Rolls name its occupiers throughout their run 

from the 1780s to the 1850s. 

 

The likelihood is that there was once a chapel of ease 

more or less at the spot in question – on what 

grounds this was said to be the 14
th
 century is 

unknown  – whose memory was preserved in the 

name of the agricultural tenement that was worked 

and inhabited here in following centuries. A fresh 

Chapel was erected in 1896, in 1926 it was moved 

lock, stock and barrel to the Cemetery at Crediton, 

and nothing tangible remains of its earlier existence 

and other buildings that may have been here except a 

memorial stone and a solitary photo. 

 

Further information would be welcome. 

D.I.S. 

 

 

 

Nature Notes 
There is plenty of activity at our bird feeders but 

recently I have seen a weak looking greenfinch and 

goldfinch. They are more likely to be on the ground 

feeding on seeds fallen from the feeders. They are 

last to fly up as you approach them and will fly only 

a short distance. It is known that greenfinches are 

suffering from disease and I wonder if the same 

disease is affecting goldfinches. 

 

On 21
st
 October and 20

th
 November a nuthatch was 

here again feeding head down on the peanut feeder 

and then taking a drink from the birdbath. It also had 

a go at the wild birdseed feeder carelessly tossing out 

seeds that fell to the ground and pounced on by 

sparrows.  I am pleased to say a great spotted 

woodpecker is once again visiting the garden after an 

absence of two months.  

 

Great spotted woodpecker, house sparrow and other 

birds can no longer use our multi-branched and much 

admired cordyline palm that grew near the bird 

feeders. It was cut down after succumbing to last 

winters freezing conditions but is now shooting from 

the base. Woodpeckers used it as lookout, refuge, bill 

cleaner, for finding insects between the natural 

cracks in the bark, a wedge for eating peanuts and 

from which to poop!  

 

Birds need to flee to cover if a predator threatens and 

a bird feeding station should be situated close to a 

place where they can safely hide. This will not deter 

a sparrowhawk who will follow a bird into a shrub or 

hedge. 

 

I read an RSPB article that suggests impaling apples 

to bushes to attract blackcaps to the garden. I have 

placed apples where they can be seen from the house. 

So far I have observed a blackbird eating the apples. 

On the field edge close to the house is a blackthorn 

bush covered in sloes, blackbird and fieldfare are 

devouring this treasure.  

 

The house sparrow is a species in decline but around 

here has a healthy colony. In spring and summer this 

year not only did they nest behind the guttering of 

the house but also had at least two nests in hedging. 

House sparrows guard their patch with malice and 

I‘m sure they deterred a pair of goldfinch from 

completing the building of a nest in a part of the 

hedge where the house sparrow frequently uses as a 

refuge and look-out post. Although a pair of long-
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tailed tits once again made a fabulous nest between 

brambles and metal fencing I‘m sure they did not 

produce a brood because of the constant interference 

by house sparrows. Chris Packham a presenter on 

BBC‘s Autumn Watch said that you can tell if the 

nest was used to rear chicks by the debris inside it. 

On the other hand I read somewhere the nest could 

be used in winter as a home by other creatures. As 

much as I‘d like to dissect the nest I will leave it as a 

shelter this winter.   

 

Lin Balkwill and I attended a talk on hedges and 

gained lots of interesting information some of which 

I will now pass on to you. What county has more 

hedges than any other? Yes, it‘s Devon and enough 

to go around the world one and a half times. It would 

be even more if we hadn‘t already lost one third. On 

the down side Devon hedges are not in as good 

condition as other parts of England, the biggest 

reason is for being cut too short and too thin. It is 

advisable to cut hedges every two to three years or 

even longer and/or in rotation, this allows trees and 

shrubs to produce flowers (produced on year old 

growth) that in turn produce berries and nuts. 

 

The brown hairstreak butterfly lays eggs in August 

and September on Prunus twigs between 0.2m and 

2.5m above ground level and facing south to catch 

the sun. In Britain blackthorn (Prunus spinosa) is 

usually their first choice on which to lay their eggs. If 

a hedge containing blackthorn is cut annually 50 -100 

per cent of all eggs laid are destroyed. This autumn I 

have counted 11 brown hairstreak eggs on our 

damson bushes (Prunus insititia). Sadly of these 25-

45 per cent will be killed by disease and predation. 

I‘ve tried to find eggs on blackthorn on our hedge 

without success but I must confess I have not looked 

after the inside of the hedge as well as I could where 

blackthorn grows.  

 

Another creature specifically mentioned at the hedge 

talk in October is the rare greater horseshoe bat 

because Devon has more of these bats than any other 

county. It is a bat that glides close to the ground and 

along hedgerows and trees. Then I received an e-mail 

from Heather Kershaw to say that Royston and 

Heather had been walking near the river at 

Brampford Speke around 3pm on 31
st
 October and 

pretty certain they encountered a greater horseshoe 

bat. It was flying low to the ground and often at head 

height very close to them. It stayed near them for a 

while then was seen the other side of the river and 

was probably hungry and searching for food. 

   

Ditching goes with hedging and apparently yellow 

hammers first nest low down on the edge of ditches 

so they can see predators such as stoats and weasels. 

I have mentioned before that yellow hammers are 

frequently seen along the lane that runs from 

Thorverton (Rixaford Cross) to Shute Cross, in the 

direction of Newton St Cyres/Crediton. This lane is 

very well ditched but other factors such as arable 

farmland probably contribute to having a yellow 

hammer population in this area. 

 

In this year‘s January Focus I wrote that I wouldn‘t 

give predictions about the weather because the 

authors of the Biodynamic Sowing and Planning 

Calendar book it came from had deliberately left out 

the information. True to their word they have split 

the Calendar into two separate books. The 2011 

edition for this part of the World is now available. I 

have not read it yet but my sister informs me the 

weather is not looking good for January and 

February and appears to be a similar scenario to 

January and February this year. I‘ll write more on the 

weather next month. 

 

Jenny Garne 

 

 

 

Golf Society  
 

Sunday 24
th

 October 2010 

Not the usual Society day but the annual contest for 

the Exeter Inn Challenge Cup against the Beer 

Engine at Newton St Cyres Golf Course. Won 

initially by the Beer Engine, with halved results for 

the past two years, the trophy had never come to rest 

in Thorverton. Until now! 

 

Not only had captain David Harlow assembled a 

team of g‘d-up golfers, but Sky TV cameras were in 

the area. However, they missed the opportunity to 

record one of the great sporting events of the decade. 

Not only was the trophy brought home from its 

temporary resting place at the Beer Engine, it was 

positively wrested with a 4-0 win to the GSPOTS 

team. 

 

First off over the nine holes were Scott Hasler and 

Phil Parle who set a hot pace from the first tee, 

eventually winning by 5&3. The skipper had decided 

to send out his ace team at the top of the order and 

they came up trumps. The die was caste. 

 

Second out were Ken Galvin and Mark Cummins, 

Crediton GC golfers who know a thing or two about 

winning and they didn‘t disappoint, triumphing by 
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3&1. It was Mr Calm and Mr Cool and they froze 

their opponents out of it. 

 

The skipper put what he saw as his weak link out 

third, himself and Geoff Bulley. He didn‘t explain 

why he thought as he did but the latter assumes it 

was some sort of self doubt. However, despite losing 

the first, these doubts were quickly dispelled with an 

immediate riposte followed by a two on the third to 

take a never surrendered lead for a 2&1 win over 

resilient opponents. 

 

Bringing up the rear was the dream team of John 

Mann and Phil Beasley, Captain Sensible and the 

Town Crier, who also won 2&1 to seal a remarkable 

and significant victory. With the former always down 

the middle it left the latter with scope to see just how 

far he could send the ball, with astonishing results. 

Fore! 

 

As challengers, the team were quick to thank both 

the former holders, led by skipper Andy Tarr, and the 

host course for their superb hospitality and good 

grace for a match played in wonderful spirit. When it 

comes time for Thorverton to nominate its team of 

the year, this team should be right up there. And then 

came the reality of Monday. 

 

Sunday 31
st
 October 2010 

No horrors for our golfers on Halloween. Instead ten 

fearless chaps scared the daylights out of the course 

for once. Leading the way was Scott Hasler with an 

impressive 23 points and a three shot cut. In second 

place, with 20 points and a 1.5 shot cut, was Peter 

Thomas. 

 

Phil Parle had been looking forward to swinging his 

new driver and his only shot with it rewarded him 

with the shortest drive of the day. The bat followed 

the ball into the nearby ditch, deemed not worth the 

£2 it cost. Coincidentally, it was club abuse that saw 

John Mann awarded the Donna-Y Trophy. On the 

second fairway he treated his five-wood in a most 

unusual manner. He cleaned it! 

 

This was also the day on which this year‘s match-

play championship was decided. The final, played 

earlier in the day between Scott Hasler and Phil 

Beasley, was as hard fought as expected with Scott 

triumphant by 3&1. A two shot cut for the privilege 

puts our champion at the head of the pecking order 

on a society handicap of 8. His excellent golf 

deserves it. 

 

Sunday 14
th

 November 2010 

A damp and muddy Remembrance Day saw just 

seven golfers take part. At 11am the group observed 

a minute‘s silence on the first tee before play 

commenced. The winner was Dan Hawke with 14 

points, a maiden victory for recent recruit Dan but 

the way he handled the conditions suggests it will not 

be the last. Joint second were Jim Chapelle and 

David Harlow. 

 

The Donna-Y Trophy was awarded to the entire 

group of Dan Hawke, Phil Beasley, John Mann and 

Dave Harlow for their joint effort on the 4
th
 hole. 

Three of them put their ball into the pond in front of 

the green while the fourth preferred to send his out of 

bounds. Well done lads! Not a point between you. 

 

Don‘t forget, there are two Sunday events each 

month. All are welcome. Details at The Exeter. 

 

G.S. Potter

 

Team photo, taken on 24
th
 October. 

 

From left to right, the players are: 

 

Mark Cummins 

Geoff Bulley 

Phil Parle 

Dave Harlow 

Phil Beasley 

Scott Hasler 

John Mann 

Ken Galvin 
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December And January In The 
Garden 
 

 
 

Pat Brooks has been writing "Garden In..." articles 

for Focus and Speke Up for 20 years.  She has finally 

decided to pen her last article, which appears here.  

I am most grateful to her for managing to keep these 

articles going for so long and with so much original 

material in them.  Thank you Pat and best wishes on 

your retirement!  Ed. 

 

Winter seems to have arrived very suddenly this year 

– I think that putting the clocks back had something 

to do with it!  Up until then, it had been very mild 

and late autumnal, but since the dark evenings 

arrived it really does seem far colder and more 

wintry. 

 

Now, with the extremely wet weather we are having, 

there is little to be done outside, but if it is not too 

bitter out of doors, this is a good time to clear out the 

shed (or garage), get rid of rubbish and bits of dead 

plants, and make sure that you have plenty of clean 

pots and boxes for when sowing time begins in a 

month or two.  And it is also time to sort out all the 

tools, give them a good clean-up, and sharpen 

spades, hoes and anything with a cutting edge.  It is 

surprising how much easier it is to dig or hoe with a 

really sharp blade than with a blunt one. 

 

Talking of sowing time, there is still just time to sow 

Sweet Peas in pots to be ready to plant out in the 

spring.  Put four or five seeds in a 3 ½ in pot, about 

half an inch (1cm) deep, water  them in, and put into 

a cold frame, cold greenhouse, or a dry sheltered 

place outside, and make sure that mice can‘t get at 

them.  Keep them just moist, but do not let them 

stand wet for any length of time, or they will rot. 

 

The birds seem to be demolishing the holly berries 

fairly quickly, so if you want some for Christmas, 

pick it now, and stand it in a bucket of water in a 

cold, i.e. north facing place, preferably covered with 

fleece so that the birds cannot see it.  It may start to 

drop some leaves by Christmas, but if necessary you 

can always mix it with unberried holly then.  Some 

of the larger Cotoneasters also have plenty of sprays 

of red berries, and these do not seem to be as 

attractive to hungry blackbirds as holly. 

 

My Wintersweet bush is already starting to open its 

first flowers, so I shall cut a few stems a week or so 

before Christmas to have that wonderful scent in the 

house over the holiday.  Branches of shrubs such as 

winter honey suckle (Lonicera purpusii) and Winter 

cherry (Prunus subhirtella autumnalis) can also be 

cut now, and taken indoors, to flower very early in 

the new year. 

 

After a spell of really wet and windy weather, check 

that the roses and other shrubs, especially recently 

planted ones, have not been loosened in the soil so 

that they can rock about – this can cause soil to get 

puddle round the base and eventually kill the plant.  

Also check the ties on trees and shrubs, to make sure 

that they are firm, but not so tight that they begin to 

cut in to the stems; and if you have any pyramidal 

cypresses, it is a good idea to run wires round the 

whole tree at 9 to 12 in intervals, so that high winds 

and possibly snow cannot break down the branches 

over the next few months. 

 

If  you are lucky enough to have some Christmas 

Roses (Helleborus niger) in the garden, it is worth 

trying to rig up some sort of ‗roof‘ over them so that 

those precious flowers are not splashed and damaged 

by the weather.  

 

And there we are – another year gone, a new one 

round the corner, and soon the days will begin to 

lengthen again. 

 

This will be my final article for the magazine – after 

twenty years I feel it is time to give up, so may I wish 

you all a Happy Christmas and New Year, and Good 

Gardening! 

Pat Brookes 
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New Pre-School Building 
The Thorverton Pre-school has been operating out of 

the Memorial Hall since the early seventies.  For 

much of this time parents and staff have investigated 

the possibility of building a purpose built classroom 

to permanently house the Pre-school and it seems 

that we are nearly there! 

 

The new Pre-school building will be built on the site 

of the Primary School adjacent to the Old School 

House to form a Foundation Stage Unit with Class 1. 

The Pre-school will be in a separate classroom but 

will share outside space with Class 1. The Head 

teacher, Mrs Beard, has been really enthusiastic 

about bringing the Pre-school onto the school site 

and the two organisations are already working 

closely together.  

 

Local firm Foxfords have worked with our own 

building team to come up with a building that is 

within our budget and fulfils all of our requirements. 

Work will start on December 11
th
 and should be 

finished by the end of April. There will inevitably be 

some disruption on and around the site during the 

construction phase but we are working closely with 

the contractors to ensure that the effects of this are 

minimised and that the safety of the children is 

paramount. Please bear with us during this time and 

do come and speak with someone if you have any 

queries or issues.  

 

Many of you reading this will have contributed in 

some way already to this project over the years and 

we have been lucky to have such support and 

goodwill from the whole community, for which we 

extremely appreciative and grateful.  Although we 

have the funds in place for the building there are 

already additional unexpected costs appearing (such 

as legal fees for a lease agreement which we had not 

budgeted for).  There will undoubtedly be a few 

more unforeseen costs popping up so we will be 

continuing our fundraising efforts through the ‗Buy a 

Brick’ scheme, please see futher details below. 

Thank you for your continued support! 

Thorverton Pre-School 
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Please fill in the form below making cheques payable to 

"Thorverton Pre-School" with your name and address on 

the back and send both to: 

Keeley Wells 

Thorverton Pre-School Administrator 

Sycamores; Thorverton, EX5 5NG 

Or email keeleyat@btinternet.com 

 
I would like to buy _______________ brick/s and I enclose 

£________________________as a donation 

 

Please treat the enclosed gift of £____________________________as 

a Gift Aid donation  Please tick the box 

You must pay an amount of Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax for 

each tax year (6 April one year to 5 April the next) that is at least equal 

to the amount of tax that the charity will reclaim on your gift for that tax 

year. For donations up to 5th April 2011 the Charity will reclaim 25p of 

tax on every £1 you give plus the transitional relief of 3p on every £1. 

This transitional relief does not affect your personal tax position. 

Donor’s details  
 

Title____________Initial(s)_______Surname____________________ 

 

Home Address  

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 

Post Code _______________________________  

Date__________________________________ 

 

Signature_________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

Rag Bags 
Planning a clear out at home? Take part in the Rag 

Bag Recycling Scheme and help raise money for 

Thorverton Pre-School. We are taking part in the Rag 

Bag Recycling Scheme, and we raise money for the 

Pre School for every tonne that gets collected. Bags 

are now available from the table in the Memorial 

Hall entrance for you to take and fill up! You can 

then return them to Pre School. The scheme takes all 

types of unwanted textiles including adults and 

childrens clothes, paired shoes (tied together please) 

hats, bags, belts, curtains, towels and bed linen. This 

is an ongoing scheme so we have collections 

throughout the year; there is no 'deadline date'. So if 

you're having a clear out, or know someone who is, 

please call in and take a few bags!! 
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Thorverton School  
 

Things I like about my school and things that help me to learn:- 

 

Class 1 

 

 Teachers making things for you  

 People help us to read and write, I like learning to write my name 

 They let the children do things for themselves, on their own  

 They help you count from zero to 100 and help if you get stuck 

 They are always helping us to learn  We like playing together 

 Everyone is always nice to each other  We take care of each other 

 We are good children  We share 

 We are kind to each other  I love drawing 

 We are all helpful  We get shown lots of things 

 

     
The guinea pig area by Toma (left) and Scarlett (right) of Class 1 

 

 

Class 2 

 

 Going to the forest  Everyone being kind to each other 

 Playing football  The number line 

 Literacy and computers  The classroom 

 My writing book  Books 

 My brain  People help me 

 My friends and family  Clear instructions 

 Maths  Art is the ‗funnest‘ way of learning 

 The playground  Getting confident at maths 

 The people who sit next to me  That people love me and take care of me 

 The working wall  Good food 

 The white board and clocks  Things around my classroom 

 All my friends  Thinking in my head in maths 

 The teachers  The teachers because they tell us what to do and 

help us in different ways 
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Class 3 

 

 The people and staff are so nice and caring  House points 

 The community spirit of the school  Reading lots of books and the library 

 Mr Mackie‘s role play  Laptops 

 Warming up my brain  Equipment 

 The times table challenge  The teachers 

 Quiet (silent) lessons  Peaceful and safe 

 Water to drink during lessons  Music  

 People not distracting me  Going to the forest 

 Fresh air and active start  The sensory garden 

 My friends  

 

Thorverton School’s Walking Bus on its First Birthday (5 November 2010) 
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Garden Club News  
 

On the 18
th
 October we enjoyed a talk given by Nick 

Baker together with a slide show on one of his visits 

to the USA – this time the west of America and 

which included some magnificent shots of sunsets 

over the Grand Canyon. 

 

On 15
th
 November we had our last talk of the year 

which was given by Patricia  O‘Brian on the subject 

of evergreen shrubs and foliage and how with a bit of 

planning and usage of 60% of plants in this category 

we can always have colour in our gardens throughout 

the whole year with a particular splendid show in the 

autumn. 

 

On the 27
th
 November we will be having our annual 

Christmas Dinner – always a lovely way to round off 

the year – and then on 24
th
 January we shall be 

holding our AGM in the Village Hall at Upton Pyne 

at 7.30 pm followed by another slide show by Nick 

Baker, this time by popular request, on the city of 

Exeter. 

 

New members are always welcome and if anyone is 

interested and would like more details please give me 

a ring on 861 205. 

 

Ros Rowlerson 

 

 

 

 
Photo montage by John Spivey 
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Poetry 
Loneliness 

 

Upon the table a snowy cloth laid, 

A cluster of holly was brightly arrayed, 

A red candle flickered high on the sill; 

The room held a welcome, a special goodwill. 

  

The room held a welcome, but no one was there, 

The lonely old lady's dinner to share, 

Her children were grown and were now far away, 

Too busy to think of her on this day. 

  

Too busy and thoughtless even to care, 

That Christmas had come and they were not there. 

Was it harshness of heart, or worse was it pride 

That the visit which meant so much was denied? 

  

A tear trickled down her withered old face, 

As she silently bent her head to say grace; 

"She had fire, a home and food on the table, 

All he had known was a cold cheerless stable." 

  

Then she lifted her eyes, as a light above 

Shone down, enveloping her with love, 

Sorrow and loneliness were no longer there, 

After Christmas they found her - at peace in her 

chair. 

  

Doreen Beer  

  [Doreen tells me that the above poem was written 

in 1976 and first published in 1977] 

Water 

 

Broken by dam and tamed by pipe,  

my mercy's channelled drop by drop:  

to quench a thirst I fill a tumbler,  

poured on a cloth I soothe a fever. 

 

Frozen on the window pane  

I am the poor child's diamond,  

a jewel of temporary worth,  

melted to tears by her warm breath. 

 

Fallen I grope at the soil  

that my slow teasing may compel  

sap through the stem and fruitful husks,  

smiles to the face that hunger masks. 

 

Wanton in sprawling streams I spread  

my arms across the countryside,  

delighting to draw after me  

lives to the levels of the sea. 

 

Driven by moon I ebb and flow,  

with hulls above me, hulks below.  

I cradle shark and herring shoal  

and bear the whales' songs all the while. 

 

Christopher Cousins 

  

A poem for Grandparents 

 

The computer swallowed Grandpa, 

Yes, honestly it's true! 

He pressed "control and enter" 

And disappeared from view. 

 

It devoured him completely, 

The thought just makes me squirm. 

He must have caught a virus, 

Or been eaten by a worm. 

 

I've searched through the recycle bin 

And files of every kind; 

I've even used the Internet, 

But nothing did I find. 

 

In desperation, I asked Jeeves 

My searches to refine, 

The reply from his was negative, 

Not a thing was found "online". 

 

So, if inside your "Inbox", 

My Grandpa you should see, 

Please "Copy", "Scan" and "Paste" him 

And send him back to me. 
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Thorverton Youth Football Club 
 

Firstly apologies..... for the long delay in results from 

your local youth team. 

 

The summer has been and gone and the football 

season is well upon us. The under 12‘s are playing 

on the full size pitch which always looks amazing 

due to the care and attention it gets from the ever 

devoted JACK ANDREWS. The opponents and 

their followers always comment on the pitch and 

how well maintained it is so Thank you Jack for all 

your hard work.  

 

September 11
th

 and the first game of the season 

against a newly formed Culmstock and Sampford 

Peveral teams C & S Falcons. Thorverton boys were 

slightly anxious due to the size of the pitch and the 

long break from playing and also the fact that 

friendly matches had unfortunately not happened.  

However you would never believe that they had not 

played a full match for weeks they started off in great 

style and finished winning 2-0 with Ben Harget and 

Sam Talbot getting their names on the first score 

sheet.  

 

September 18
th

 and away to Tiverton to play 

Twyford Spartens another great victory for the Thors 

with goals from Calum Gillet and Jim Shephard final 

result 2-0. 

 

September 25
th

 and home against Brixington, Jake 

Mason was on form for the Thors putting 5 goals 

past the poor Brixington keeper.  Also to score were 

Benji Thomas, Adam Ward, Sam Talbot and Bailey 

Carbines. Yes 9 goals were scored although 

Brixington did not give up and they did manage 1 

consolation goal with the final result 9-1. 

 

October 2
nd

 away to Dawlish, and the first defeat of 

the season for the Thors, losing 2-1 in a close match 

with Jim Sheppard scoring the Thors only goal. 

 

October 9
th
 home to Alphington Jets, another great 

team performance from the Thors as they defeated 

Alphington in style winning 3-1 goals from Jamie 

Khan and Jake Mason added to a Benji Thomas 

penalty goal gave the Thors the edge. 

 

October 16
th

 home to Exwick, and another loss for 

the Thors and the first at the recreation ground. Jake 

Mason‘s lone goal was just not enough with Exwick 

scoring 2 a great game with some excellent football. 

October 23
rd

 and with some boys away for half-term 

Thorverton was unable to field a side against 

Sidmouth this incurred a £20.00 fine the loss of 3 

points and 3 goals for Sidmouth. Let‘s hope this will 

be the only game cancelled however these things 

cannot be helped and the Sidmouth manager 

thoughtfully would have replayed the game but the 

league has rules and rules we should obey..... 

 

October 30
th

 home against Cullompton, this looked 

to be an easy game for the Thors with 3 goals being 

scored in the first 20 minutes. Bailey Carbines 

scoring 2 and Jim Sheppard getting 1. Score at half 

time 3-1. The Thors relaxed after half time and were 

taken apart easily in defence with Cullompton 

scoring 3 quick easy goals, the supporters for 

Cullompton cheering in delight as they were now 

winning 4-3. The Thors had another good spell 

scoring to equalise Jake Mason and nearly scoring to 

win when Calum Gillet hit the cross bar.  4-4 a fair 

result and a very exciting game.  

 

 November 6th away to Crediton, and a game which 

shocked all? Both teams started off well and then it 

all fell apart for the Thors with Crediton playing 

some good football and scoring some good goals, yes 

goals, 4 in fact. Thorverton were well beaten on this 

day with Crediton the deserved victors. 

 

November 13
th

, the first cup game of the season, the 

chance for Thorverton to defend the cup, which they 

won at Exeter City last season. CS Falcons were very 

much up for this match arriving bright and early at 

the recreation ground. The first goal was to be scored 

by CS Falcons and this lifted their game 

unfortunately for Thorverton their heads were down. 

The Thors were just not playing like they can and 

they never regained their winning way with CS 

scoring again with the game finishing 2-0 to CS 

Falcons and to their delight putting them into the 

next round of the cup. Well done to them. For the 

Thors this puts them into the draw for the Plate 

competition.  

 

There was no game on Saturday 20
th

 November due 

to bad weather. Let‘s just hope the boys can regain 

their confidence and play some better football which 

we all know they are capable off. 

 

Presentation Evening 

As you were probably aware the youth football club 

held their annual presentation night at the Memorial 

Hall this year with music, BBQ and lots of football. 

It was a great success with many families turning up 

to support the club not only players but supporters 

too. The music was fantastic and a massive thanks to 

Stuart and Anna who supplied the tunes and disco 

lights. Thank you also to Bernard Mason who 
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cooked the BBQ food to perfection a great chef 

indeed.  Thank you also to Becky and Adam Mason 

for sorting the BBQ‘s for us and fetching them to and 

thro.  I would personally like to thank  Nic Fice, 

Vanessa Wilson and Michelle Gillet for helping out 

on the BBQ and Pip Grace for running the draw. 

 

This year at the presentation those boys and girls 

who turn up for training in all weathers were all 

awarded medals. Then it was the turn of the 

presentation of the trophies for the under 11s. 

 Leading Goal scorer – Bailey Carbines 

 Managers Player – Adam Ward 

 Most Improved – Charlie Sinclair 

 Players Player – Tommy Jermain and Benji 

Thomas 

 Parents Player – Calum Gillet and Morgan 

Ballard 

After this the boys were then presented again with 

their cup from winning the Exeter and District Cup.  

 

Another award was handed out and this was for the 

annual dad‘s v son‘s match which took place in the 

morning. The award was man of the match and this 

went to Giles Ward and was reluctantly handed over 

by his son Adam, as you see the dads won 7-3.  

 

During the evening the mum‘s got to play the boy‘s 

too only it was very dark by then and there were lots 

of boys playing ....Yes you guessed it the mum‘s 

lost...However it was a very fun match and everyone 

joined in.  A good evening was had by all and 

hopefully this will become an annual tradition.  

Thank you to all who donated draw prizes. 

 

The Bell Inn, The Thorverton Arms, The Exeter Inn, 

Paignton Zoo, Tony Pryce, Exeter City, Kirk Radio, 

Claire and Becky and Chalk and Ward.  

 

Thank you also to all those who helped clear up at 

the end of the night and a big Thank you to Michelle 

Gillet and Pip and Ian Grace who helped me clean up 

Sunday morning....  

 

Thank you to all who came and supported this event 

and we look forward to next season with hopefully 

lots of success from both teams. 

 

Natasha Carbines 

 

 

 

TO LET – THORVERTON - £725 pcm 

 

Unfurnished 2 bedroom semi-detached house with garden. 

Full gas central heating, electric cooker, washer/dryer and fridge freezer. 

Suit non-smoking professional couple or single person.  Long term let preferred.  Regret no children or 

pets. 

Available November.  For fuller details or to arrange a viewing call 01392 217855 (answer phone). 
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Thorverton Parish Information 
 

AIR AMBULANCE EMERGENCY - QUOTE NATIONAL GRID REFERENCE 

RECREATION GROUND - Sheet 192 SS 923019   MEMORIAL HALL FIELD - Sheet 192 SS 926019 

 

Bus services              See inside back cover 

Carers' Support Group Anne Higman, Wyndham House Surgery, Silverton. 860034. 
     Meetings - 3rd Wednesday of month, Wyndham House, 2.30-4.30 p.m. 

Church (C of E)   The Revd. Douglas Dettmer, The Rectory, Thorverton.  860332 

     The Revd. Sue Sheppard, Associate Minister, Autumn Haze, Rewe, 01392 841284 
     The Revd Hilary Dawson, Assistant Curate, The Vicarage, Stoke Canon, 01392 841928 
     Mrs Margaret Lowe, Administration Manager, 07594 714590 margaret.admin@netherexe.org 

 Church Wardens Peter Colebrook, Ockero, Thorverton.  861019.  
     Edwin Greed, Fortescue, Netherexe.  841231. 

 Consort   Mary Thomas, 1 The Glebe, Thorverton.  860730. 

 P.C.C. Treasurer  Jean Brown, Rydal Cottage, Bullen Street. 861176. 

 Friends of Thorverton Parish Church Trust   Emmie Aird, Kirkfoard, The Berry, Thorverton. 

Church (Baptist)  The Revd. Maurice Harrison, 01884 258599. 
    Secretary Phyllis Langdon,  860932.  

Services, notice board or Focus. 

County Councillor  Cllr. Mr. M. Lee.  01363 772671. 

District Councillor  Cllr. Mr. R. M. Deed.  01392 861258. 

Doctors     Dr  Jon Wride & Lynne Anderson / Drs Stead, O'Brien & Ziegler 

Electricity (Western Power) Report a loss of power: 0800 365 900   Bill Enquiries: 0800 365 000 
      Street lights 0870 556 1851  

Friends of Thorverton & Silverton Surgeries    Christine Walker,  881501 

Gas Emergency   0800 111999 

Leonard Trust   Chairman: R Hughes. Secretary: Mrs. E Hughes, 3 Dinham Mews, Exeter EX4 4EF 

Library (Exeter Mobile)      Alternate Thursdays, 11.45am to 12.05pm (16.05 to 16.50 from January 
2011) in the Quarry Car Park 

Newspaper Reporter (Express & Echo)   Jane Ristic, 53 Silver Street, Thorverton.  860054 

Parish Council Chairman Cllr. Stuart Crang,  

Parish Clerk    Mrs Jane Lane, Stable House, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton.  861062. 

Parish Council Meetings 2nd Tuesday of month, at The Memorial Hall, 7.30 pm. 

Parish Allotments  Contact the Parish Clerk - 861062 

Parish Council Notice Board Situated in School Lane, opposite the Thorverton Arms. 

       IMPORTANT!- PLANNING APPLICATION NOTICES ARE DISPLAYED HERE. 

Pension Service  PO Box 93,  Plymouth  PL6 5WJ.      0845 60 60 265 

Police    Central Switchboard 24 Hours:  0845 2777444.  

Post Office Portacabin (TCT Ltd)  Quarry Car Park, Thorverton  EX5 5NG  860455 
     Mon. to Fri :  9 am.-1.00 pm.,    2 pm.- 5.30 pm.  
     Sat: 9 am.-12 noon      Sun:  9 am - 10.30 am for newspaper sales only 
     Business Manager:     Jill Blewett, Faircop, Jericho St, Thorverton 
     Chair and Company Secretary: Heather Kershaw, 25 The Glebe, 860419 

Public Telephone Kiosk Opposite the Church, outside the Bell Inn, Dinneford  St. 

School (C of E Primary)  Head Teacher: Mrs Tania Beard   860374. 

School Governors  Chair: Clive Hamblin Clerk: Jane Ristic, 53 Silver St.  860054 

School P.T.F.A.   Chair: Lisa Browning, 860609   Secretary: Hannah James, 861075 
     Treasurer: Damon Gill, 860176  

South West Water  24 Hour Emergency: 0800 169 1144.           Helpline: 0800 169 1133. 

Thorverton Millennium Chair: Dame Margaret Turner-Warwick, Pynes House,  

  Green Trust Silver Street  861173     Secretary: Shirley Hoole. 

Tiverton Volunteer Centre 28, Gold Street, Tiverton EX16 6PY. Judy Seymour, 01884 255734. 
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Thorverton Organisations 
 

Amateur Dramatic Society     Chair: Simon Ette, 861349 
  Secretary: Tori Elston, 881969 
  Meetings - Last Wednesday of each month at the W.I. Hut. 

Art Group  Barrie Phillips, Crossmead, School Lane, Thorverton. 860529  
  Meet Fridays during term-time at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 am-12.00. 

Arts Exchange Louise Page, Campion Cottage, Jerico St, 860509. 
  Monthly meetings in members' homes at 8.0 pm. (see Diary) 

Association Football Club  Chairman: Andy Harris, 01392 851664 
  Secretary: David Gregory, 2 The Orchard, Brampford Speke, 841803. 

Bridge Circle Graeme Culshaw, 3 The Glebe, Thorverton 860203.  
  Meets 1st/3rd/5th Thursdays at the W.I. Hut from 7.00 p.m.. 

Brownies' Leader Hannah James, 0789 403 7133. 

  Meet Fridays during term-time at the W.I. Hut, 5.30-7.00 pm. 

Church Flower Club Meetings as advertised. 

Cricket Club Chair: Charles Kislingbury, Arley House, 19 Church St, Silverton.  860270 
     Secretary: M C Denford, 14 Moorlands, Tiverton EX16 6UF 01884 255076 
  Fixture Sec: J Meredith, 190 Mincinglake Rd, Exeter EX4 7DS 01392 272504 

Focus Magazine Chair: Beryl Grace, Moss Bank, Thorverton. 860489. 
  Editor: Neville Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062. 
  Secretary: Jane Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062. 
  Treasurer:  Barbara Uglow, Sunnydale, Dinneford Street, Thorverton. 860614. 

Friends of Silverton & Thorverton Surgeries 

  Coffee Mornings in the Lamb Inn, Silverton 
  Held at 10-12 md on the LAST THURSDAY of every month except December.  

Golf Society Players of Thorverton Care of Exeter Inn, 01392 860206 

History Society Chair: Bill Stamper, Dunelm, Raddon, Thorverton. 860214 
  Programme Secretary: Beryl Coe, 5 The Glebe, Thorverton 860876. 

Ladies Group Meet 2nd Thursday of month,  (Venue and time - see Focus Notices). 

Memorial Hall Committee  Chair/Key holder/Bookings:Mr Mike Shelton. Fir Tree House,  
     Bullen Street. 861027. 

Memorial Hall Market      2nd Saturday of the month, at the Memorial Hall, 9.30   - 11.00 am. 

Thorverton Pre-School   Contact: Sarah Mitchell (chair): 860450. 
  Mon 9.15am-11.45am, & 12.45pm-3.15pm  &  Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm, 
  Tues/Weds 9.15am-11.45am  &  Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm,  
  Thurs 9.15-11.45am; 12.45pm- 3.15pm & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm. during term-time, at Memorial Hall. 
Thorverton Ambling, Rambling and Tramping Society (TARTS) 
  Contacts : Caroline Prince 07749 775304 or Graeme Culshaw 860203 
  See notices of walks in Old Post Office Window Bullen Street. 

Toddler Group Contact : Hannah Calder 860808 
  Wednesdays, during term-time, at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 a.m.-11.30.  

Rainbows  Contact Jean Pearn  860105, Penny Fice  861136,  
  Term-time, Tuesdays  4-5 pm at the W.I. Hut. 

Royal British Legion Chairman / Hon. sec:  Bill Stamper,  Dunelm,  Raddon, Thorverton. 860214 
  Hon. Treasurer: Emmie Aird. 

Women's Institute Secretary: Susan  Maguire    01392 860631 
  Bookings:  Susan Maguire    01392 860631. 
  W.I. Meeting. 1st Tuesday of the month at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
  Whist, 3rd Tuesday of the month, at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 

W.I. Market & Coffee   4th Saturday of the month at the W.I. Hut. 10.00 am. to 11.00 am. 
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Doctors' Surgeries 
 

THE EXE VALLEY PRACTICE 
 

Dr JON WRIDE and Dr LYNNE ANDERSON 
 

 The Surgery, The Berry,   The Surgery, 3 Coach Road,  

 THORVERTON EX5 5NT  SILVERTON EX5 4JL 
 Tel: 01392 860273 (24 hours)  Tel: 01392 860176 (in surgery hours) 
 Fax: 01392 860654  Fax: 01392 861598 

www.exevalleypractice.co.uk 

Surgery Hours 
 

Mon. 3.00 -  5.15     Mon.     9.00  - 11.45  
Tue. 2.45 - 5.15             Tue.      9.00  - 11.45  
Wed. 9.00 - 11.00  Wed.     3:30 -   5:45   
Thu. 3.00  -   5.45               Thu.      9.00  -  11.30  
Fri. 3.00 - 5.45         Fri.        9.00 - 11.30 
 

There are no surgeries on Saturday and Sunday, but a doctor will be on call for emergencies only  

on 01392 860273. 

The Dispensaries are OPEN at the following times 

 
Mon.   8.30  - 1.00  &  2.00  - 6.00                Mon.      8.45  - 12.30 
Tue.    8.30  - 1.00  &  2.00  - 6.00                Tue.      8.45  - 12.30 
Wed.   8.30  - 1.00  &  2.00  - 5.00            Wed.  3.00  -   6.00 
Thu.    8.30  - 1.00  &  2.00  - 6.00                             Thu.                    8.45  - 1.00 
Fri.      8.30  - 1.00  &  2.00  - 6.00                              Fri.                     8.45 - 12.30 
 

REPEAT PRESCRIPTIONS  (Monday - Friday)   Please note that 48 hours notice is required for ALL 
repeat prescriptions.  Repeat Prescription line:    01392 861622 
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Waste Collection Dates for 2010 
 

a) Recycling and brown bins   b) General refuse 

 

Generally on Mondays unless stated 

 

December 6 and 20     December 13 and 29 (Wed) 

 

 

 

 

 

Bus services 
Turner's Tours / Carmel Coaches (bus 678)  Mon-Fri. 10.09 from The Berry and the Baptist Chapel.  

Return 13.35 from Exeter bus station, Stand 5. 

 

Stagecoach (service 55B) Mon-Sat (except Bank Holidays)  

To Tiverton:  07.55, 10.10, 12.10, 14.10, 16.12, 17.24 (except Saturdays), 18.12 from The Berry and Broadlands.  

Return from Tiverton bus station: 07.35 (07.40 on Saturdays), 08.45, 10.45, 12.45, 14.45, 15.55 (except 

Saturdays), 16.45, 17.45. 

 

To Exeter:  08.00 (08.05 on Saturdays), 09.10, 11.10, 13.10, 15.10, 16.20 (except Saturdays), 17.10, 18.10 from 

The Berry and Broadlands.  

Return from Exeter bus station: 07.30, 09.45, 11.45, 13.45, 15.45, 17.00 (except Saturdays), 17.45  

 

Stagecoach 55 service runs every half-hour in each direction along the Exeter-Tiverton road, stopping at the 

Thorverton turn (the Ruffwell).  Please consult Stagecoach 55 Group timetable for details of this service. 

 

Stagecoach free service to Somerfield's, Broadclyst, from Broadlands on Tuesdays 14.00. 

 

Stagecoach offers a variety of concessions for regular commuters, shoppers, children, students and jobseekers as 

well as one-day unlimited-use Explorer tickets. Further details from Stagecoach: 01392 427711 or 01803 664500 

or www.stagecoachbus.com or www.devon.gov.uk/devonbus. 

 

Devonbus Timetable Information: call Traveline  0871 200 2233 Timetables available at the Post Office 
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Diary 2010/11 
Please notify FOCUS Editor of additions or changes. 

(Email: focusonthorverton@yahoo.co.uk or phone Neville Lane on 861062) 

 

DECEMBER 

Thurs 2
nd

  TADS Pantomime at the Memorial Hall 

Fri 3
rd

  TADS Pantomime at the Memorial Hall 

Sat 4
th
   Thorverton and Silverton surgeries‘ coffee morning WI Hut 10 a.m.-12noon 

Sat 4
th
  TADS Pantomime at the Memorial Hall 

Sun 5
th
   Christmas Tree Lighting around the Green at 5.00 p.m. 

Tues 7
th
       Thorverton Show Christmas Bingo, Memorial Hall 7.30 p.m. 

Thurs 9
th
  Ladies Group at Southbrook, 7.30 p.m. 

  Arts Exchange, Cold, Campion Cottage, 8.30 p.m. start 

Fri 10
th
  Thorverton School Christmas Fayre, Thorverton School, 3.00 p.m. 

Sat 11
th
            Saturday Market, Memorial Hall 9.30-11.00 a.m. 

Mon 13
th
  Pre-School children at the Baptist Church at 10.00 a.m. 

Sat 18
th
           WI Market  and coffee morning at the WI hut 10.00-11 a.m. 

Sun 19
th
 Baptist Church Carol Service at 10.30 a.m. 

  Carol Service Thorverton Parish Church 5 p.m. 

Tues 21
st
 Mince Pies, Cup of Tea, Carols and Readings in the Schoolroom, Baptist Church, 3.00 p.m.  

  Carol Singing around the village, meet in The Berry, 7.00 p.m. 

  Thorverton Show Christmas Bingo, Memorial Hall 7.30 p.m. 

 

 

2011 

 

JANUARY  

Sat 8
th
   Saturday Market at the Memorial Hall 9.30 to 11.00 a.m. 

Mon 10
th
  Allotment Holders‘ meeting, Exeter Inn, 7.30 p.m. 

Thurs 20
th
  Arts Exchange, Awakenings, Garden Cottage, 8.00 p.m. 

Sat 22
nd

  WI Market  and coffee morning at the WI hut 10.00-11 a.m. 

 

FEBRUARY 

Sat 26
th
  WI Market  and coffee morning at the WI hut 10.00-11.30 a.m. 

 

MAY  

10-14
th
 May   Church Week and 41

st
 East Devon Arts Festival, Thorverton Parish Church 

 

JUNE 

Sat 11
th
 and Sun 12

th
 Thorverton Country Show 

 

 

 


