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accompanied by the name of the originator, which may be withheld from print if requested.  

 

Important note for contributors 

Items for publication, adverts, changes to adverts, Diary entries, changes to Thorverton Information lists should be 

sent to the Editor, preferably as plain text in an email, or as an OpenOffice odt file or a Word doc file or a pdf file 

email attachment (to focusonthorverton@yahoo.co.uk) by the 20
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The following advertising charges apply: 

 

 Maximum dimensions COST per ENTRY FULL YEAR (11 entries) 
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Quarter page 8.5 cm x 12.2 cm £2.50   £25.00 
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  COST per ENTRY 
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Front cover: Thorverton Church from Dark Lane : Photo by Peter Mason 

 

The opinions and views expressed by contributors within the magazine are not necessarily those of Focus 

producers and the Focus Committee. 
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Editorial 

Are you getting ready for Christmas?  I can‘t say that 

I had even thought about it, but having to write an 

editorial for December‘s Focus has just acted as a 

reminder that December is almost upon us 

containing, as it does, Christmas.  In order to help get 

into the spirit - and to start getting prepared, why not 

go along to the Pre-School Group‘s Christmas Craft 

Evening on Monday 5
th
 December?  See the Notice 

on Page 7 for further details.  

A couple of months ago I asked for recipes.  This 

month I am pleased to be able to print two, from 

Bryony Coles, and also an invitation from the School 

PTFA for recipes towards a recipe book.  So there is 

now no excuse not to get cooking/baking. 

 

Everywhere I go recently I seem to be confronted 

with the apparently worsening employment situation.  

I do feel sorry for young people these days with so 

many of us old codgers hanging onto jobs for too 

long and not giving them the opportunities, and with 

so few new jobs across the country.  It is hard to see a 

way out, but way out there must be if we are not to 

have let down the current generation of young 

people.  You probably detect an anxious parent as 

well as an old codger behind this. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I am grateful to Clive Hamblin not just for his long-

running series of articles on legal matters, but also 

this month for updating us on the proposals to share a 

headteacher between Thorverton, Cheriton Fitzpaine 

and Newton St Cyres.  This is another example of 

jobs under pressure through spending cut-backs.  The 

consultation period is still in progress (see Clive‘s 

article on Page 18 for details). 

 

That‘s it for another month.  Do have a very Merry 

Christmas and a Happy New Year.  But if you are a 

contributor to Focus please don‘t have too merry or 

happy a time until you have submitted your article 

for next month a day or two earlier than usual if at all 

possible please! 

   

Neville Lane, Editor 
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Letters 
From the Officers of TADS 
  

The Society is most grateful to Focus and particularly 

to Barrie Phillips and Peter & Eileen Mason who 

printed, collated and stapled the Pantomime 

Programme at such short notice. We really are very 

grateful to you all. 

 

From Loreen Large of Broadlands, 
 

Again this year (as last year) I am donating money 

which I would have spent on Christmas cards to the 

Devon Air Ambulance appeal for a new helicopter. 

They are hoping to reach a target of £6000,000 by the 

end of the year. I really believe in helping them to do 

this because they do a wonderful job every day and 

who knows who might need them next. 

 

So, friends in Thorverton, please understand when I 

don‘t send you a card for Christmas. 

  

I will be thinking of you and hope you all have a 

Happy Christmas and a prosperous New Year. 

 

From Pauline Hartnell 
 

I would like to send a ‗Merry Christmas and Happy 

New Year‘ to everyone who knows me.  This year I 

have decided to send a donation to charity instead of 

sending cards. 

 

Season‘s Greetings to all. 

 

From Ken and Marjorie Maynard of Bullen 

Street 

 
To all our friends and neighbours, may we , through 

Focus, wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a 

Happy New Year. 

Best wishes to you all.  

 

 

From Rick, Anji and Ricki Hartnell-Todd. 
 

This year we have decided to give a donation to the 

charity "Help the Heroes" instead of sending 

Christmas cards within the village,  so may we 

through "Focus" wish our family, friends, neighbours 

and acquaintances, in fact everyone!! 

 

 A very "Merry Christmas" and an extremely 

prosperous "New Year" with fairy wishes, angel 

kisses love and smiles. God bless you all.  

  
 

From Richard and Katie Vooght, Jericho Street 
  

We would like to wish all our friends and neighbours 

in the village a merry Christmas and a very Happy 

New Year. 

 

We have decided not to send local cards this year, but 

as previously, we will be making a donation to 

charity.  

  

From Sue Vooght of Milford Lane 

 
I would like to wish all my friends and neighbours a 

very ―Happy Christmas‖ and best wishes for 2012. 

 

The staff at Westexe are collecting to send food/gift 

parcels out to our troops in Afghanistan so this year 

my contribution will go towards this 

. 

Happy Christmas. 

 

 

 

 

 

Tribute to Geoff White 
 

4 March 1920 to 6 September 2011 

 

From his son Jim White 

 

It is very difficult to summarise 91 years of a very 

full productive and varied life so I apologise now for 

any omissions.  

 

Born on the IOW in 1920 Dad‘s father worked as a 

cabinet maker in the family business but due to a bad 

heart he changed to a desk job with the Prudential 

and moved around the country so Dad ended up 

going to six different schools ending up at Tiverton 

grammar school. 

 

Dad gained a Scholarship to go to University worth 

£100 per year but was too young and was told he 

would have to wait a year.  He did not want to be a 

burden on his family so he successfully applied to the 

Prudential for a job in London. 

 

Having lived by the coast he gained an interest in 

flying by observing seagulls.  In 1936 he flew from 

Weston Super Mare to Cardiff for 3 shillings and 

nine pence (19p) in a 6 seated plane. His mother 

thought that this would deter him from flying    what 

do mothers know!! 

 



Focus on Thorverton  Vol. 42 No.11–December 2011 

 

4 

When the Second World War started Dad applied to 

join the fleet Air Arm as a pilot but this time he was a 

day too old 

 

He finally joined up as a volunteer pilot in the R A F 

and underwent various training at different locations 

and eventually flew a tiger moth, an 80 mph biplane.  

He then progressed to single and twin engines 

monoplanes. 

 

He flew planes from West Africa to Cairo and 

beyond; these were mainly Hurricanes, a single 

engine fighter. The trip normally took 5 days but 

sometimes this could be extended because of bad 

weather or technical problems. 

 

Towards the end of the war he flew Beaufighter twin 

engine planes from the UK to Morocco, a 6 hour trip, 

returning on whatever plane was available. At this 

point he was based at Pershore where he met Mum; 

they later married on 31 March 1945. They drove to 

Devon for their honeymoon.  Mum‘s Dad who 

owned a garage gave them some extra petrol 

coupons, but he need not have worried because Dad 

came back with more coupons than he left with. 

 

I was born 9 months later in Tiverton followed by my 

2 sisters -  at more respectable intervals. 

 

Throughout the war Dad kept in touch with his 3 

sisters sending money home so that his older sister 

Pat could buy a bike; she in return sent out flap jacks 

which he shared with his friends 

 

At the end of the war Dad was going to go back to 

London with the Prudential but met his Maths and 

Sports Teacher who advised him there was a job at 

Heathcoats in Tiverton, which is where we stayed for 

10 years and he gained his accountancy qualification 

becoming Fellow of the Chartered Institute of 

Management Accountants  

 

Then an opportunity occurred with English Sewing 

Cotton in Manchester which he successfully applied 

for. He became company secretary and was 

responsible for modernising their cotton mills. 

 

He introduced a computer system costing £120,000 

(cost of 30 houses then).  These were the days when 

computers consisted of big tape recorders and large 

racks of equipment which were housed in a 

temperature and humidity controlled room the size of 

small hall. This computer enabled the accounts to be 

processed in 2 weeks rather than 16. This led to 

better planning and financial control. 

  

Dad helped set up the local rate payers association 

and developed an interest in politics and was put 

forward as a candidate for Cheadle and Gatley 

District Council.  He had several attempts and was 

finally elected.  

  

10 years later he joined GKN (Guest Keen and 

Nettlefolds) in Birmingham. This required a move to 

Droitwich. He was employed amongst other things as 

a trouble shooter and was sent to Forging and Press 

Works which was a loss making arm of GKN which 

they were going to close down, but Dad managed to 

sort it out and save 200 jobs. Dad continued in this 

vein with other companies owned by GKN. 

 

At one GKN board meeting they realised that they 

had not had a pay rise for 5 years so it was agreed 

that Dad would find out what percentage the workers 

had been given over this period and the board would 

have the same percentage increase, but when they 

found out how much the workers had received it was 

agreed that this was far too much so they halved it. I 

do not think this would happen today. 

   

Mum and Dad then decided to retire and after a long 

search found the cottage in Thorverton where they 

have lived for the last 27 years. 

 

Dad could not just sit around so joined COSIRA a 

Government agency to help small rural industries 

where he used his wealth of experience to help many 

small businesses and joined in village life. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Lost 

 

Has any kind soul might have pick up in the road last 

week at the junction of the Ruffwell a large Ryobi 

drill black & blue in colour it is 24volts. It 

unfortunately fell out the back of Kim's van as the 

door was not closed properly. Thank you very much. 

  

Reply to Sallie Hayes @Kirk Radio 01392 251002 

Home 860681. 
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Thorverton Parish Council  

 

Report of the November meeting of the 

Parish Council 
 

   
Housing Matters 

 
The Council considered three planning policy documents that are currently being reviewed by MDDC – Meeting 

housing Needs; Green Infrastructure Plan and the Community Infrastructure Levy (Preliminary Draft Charging 

Schedule). If anyone wishes to comment on these documents (deadline 9
th
 December), further information can be 

found on the MDDC website or the Parish Notice Board. 

 

Planning Matters  

 

A. To note planning decisions to date of meeting:- 

(i)Ref 11/01379/CAT Intention to carry out works to 2 Limes, 1 Apple tree, 1 Medlar tree, 1 Maple and 1 

Cypress within a conservation area. Mar Lodge. No objection. 

(ii)Ref 11/01205/FULL. Installation of photovoltaic solar panels on existing agricultural building. Lynch 

farm. Approved. 

(iii)Ref 11/0204/FULL. Enlargement of existing earth-banked slurry lagoon. Lynch Farm. Approved. 

B. To consider planning applications to date of meeting:- 

(i) Ref11/01628/CAT Notification of intention to fell 1 Pine tree within a conservation area. Fir Tree 

house. 

(ii) Ref11/01710/CAT Notification of intention to fell 1 Willow tree within a conservation area. 20 

Silver Street. 

 

Highways matters 

 

The Council noted with approval the repair of the road surface in Dinneford Street and recent work by the parish 

lengthsman to clear drains in Silver Street. The Council also approved without comment DCC‘s plans to introduce 

part-night lighting in the village, when the streetlights will be turned off from about 12.30am for a period of five 

hours, although DCC is yet to confirm the date when this commences. 

 

Other Parish Matters 

The Council is trying to ascertain who owns the small, moveable goals which have been in the Recreation Ground 

for some time.  If anyone knows who they belong to, could they please contact the Clerk. 

 

A notice asking for quotations from firms or individuals in respect of some fencing work the Council wishes to 

commission can be found elsewhere in Focus. 

 

 

The next meeting of the Parish Council will take place in the Memorial Hall on Tuesday, 13
th
 December 2011 at 

7.30pm. 

 

An agenda is displayed on the Parish Notice Board prior to meetings and minutes are displayed once they have 

been approved by Councillors. 

 

Jane Lane, Parish Clerk 
 

Telephone: 01392 861062, email:Thorvertonclerk@aol.com 
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Notice Board  
 

Thorverton Church Consort Practices 
 
Thursdays at 7.45 p.m. to 9 p.m. in church: 
December 1st (Christmas II), 8th (Christmas III), 15th 
(Christmas IV) 
  

Thorverton Church Junior Consort 
Practices 
Mondays from 3.30 to 4.30 p.m. in school (except on 
December 12th) 
December 5th, 12th (in church) 
 
For more information please contact Mary Thomas, 
01392 860730               

 
 
 

 CALLING ALL SINGERS 

  
CHRISTMAS IS COMING! 

 

Thorverton Church Carol Service 

  

Sunday, December 18
th

 at 5 p.m. 

  
Would you like to join the church choir for the 

Christmas Carol Service? 

  

There will be 4 practices in church on:- 

Thursdays, November 24
th

, December 1
st
, 

8
th

 and 15
th

 from 7.45 p.m. to 9 p.m. 

  
Please come to them all if you possibly can – a 

warm welcome awaits you, enthusiasm is the 

only requirement – there will be no auditions. 

  

We will be learning some new carols and, of 

course, the old favourites will be included. For 

more information please contact me on 01392 

860730 or mary@onetheglebe.eclipse.co.uk 

  

It would be helpful if you let me know if you are 

coming then we know how many carol books to 

get out. We always have a good sing and I am 

sure thisyear we will keep up our village church 

tradition of a full house, lusty singing and a 

meaningful contribution to our Christmas 

celebrations. 

Mary Thomas 

 

 

 

FOR THE YOUNGER SINGERS 

  

Thorverton Church Carol Service 

  

Sunday, December 18
th

 at 5 p.m. 

  
Younger people (years 2 to 8) are invited to join 

the Junior Consort for the Carol Service. 

 

Practices will be held in school on Mondays 

November 21
st
 and December 5

th
, and in church 

on December 12
th

 from 3.30 to 4.30 p.m. 

  

Years 7 and 8 can join us when they arrive back  

from school at around 4 p.m. or they can join the 

Senior Choir if they prefer. 

  

If you are unable to make the practices then I am  

happy to arrange another time to fit you in. We 

look forward to a good sing, our traditional 

candlelit procession and a lovely service.  The 

Junior Consort contribution is always a delight 

and warmly received. 

Everyone is welcome – why not give it a go! 
Details from me – Mary Thomas – 01392 

860730 or mary@onetheglebe.eclipse.co.uk 
 

TAG  
Thorverton Art Group 

 

FRIDAYS FROM 9:30 

THORVERTON MEMORIAL HALL 

NEW MEMBERS WELCOME 
 

Hospiscare Open Garden Programme 2012 

Our open garden programme continues to prove ever 

popular and highly regarded, and in 2012 it will be 

our 7
th
 annual programme. Last year the gardens 

raised a staggering £20,000 and this money will help 

Hospiscare provide our vital service to patients and 

their families all over Devon. 

We are now looking for new gardens for our 2012 

programme so if you would like to support 

Hospiscare by opening your garden and help us raise 

much needed funds then please contact Tracey 

Skinner for further information on 01392 688063 or 

t.skinner@hospiscare.co.uk                           

mailto:mary@onetheglebe.eclipse.co.uk
mailto:mary@onetheglebe.eclipse.co.uk
mailto:t.skinner@hospiscare.co.uk
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Thorverton Arts Exchange 

 

At Arts Exchange meetings we share our enthusiasms 

for writing, music, painting, film, craft etc. with one 

another. 

 

Usually there is a theme to our choices, but 

occasionally an individual member will take 

responsibility for a whole evening. 

 

The meetings take place in members' homes on 

Thursdays at 8.00 pm. The next meetings are: 

 

December 7
th
 (Wed)   Celebration, Campion Cottage 

 

New members are always welcome. For further 

information contact Louise Page or Rob Purvis, 

Campion Cottage 860509. 

 

 

 

 

THORVERTON 
COUNTRY SHOW 

 

CHRISTMAS 
BINGO 

 

 6th & 20th December 

 
Thorverton Memorial Hall 

 

Eyes Down 7.30pm 
 

Lots of seasonal prizes 
 

Hot Dogs, Burgers & Chips for sale 
 

Children must be accompanied by an adult 
 

Ring 860827 for more details 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Craft Evening 

Thorverton Pre-School invite you to join them 

for a festive, fun filled evening on  

Monday 5
th

 December at 7.30pm.  

Come along to Pre-School and get creative 

making your own holly wreaths, table centres 

and decorations.   

Tickets must be pre-booked; they cost just £5 

and include a glass of mulled wine and mince 

pie!  Oasis and accessories will be on sale on the 

night.  Please bring along greenery, holly, ivy, 

berries to share. 

 For further information or tickets please contact 

Keeley Wells or Pre-School on 01392 861707. 

Everyone welcome! 
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Dolphin Games Group

You are invited to join
The Dolphin Games Group

at 

‘The Thorverton Arms’

For pool, darts, dominos and 
other games

Meeting on alternate Tuesdays 
starting on Tuesday 24th May 

From 10.30am – 12 noon

All welcome

Cost – The price of a coffee

.

 

 

The Exe Valley Film Society 
             Proudly presents: 

 
SECRETS & LIES (15) 

 
 Director:   Mike Leigh 

  Starring:   Brenda Blethyn, Timothy Spall, Phyllis Logan 

             

Made in 1996 this is one of Mike Leigh‘s classics and won Brenda Blethyn the best actress award at the Cannes 

Film Festival. She plays a depressed single mother who is traced by her successful daughter whom she had adopted 

at birth. This event opens up a web of family secrets and lies involving all concerned. 

 
THURSDAY 15 December 

 

 

 

Thorverton Parish Church 

CAROL SINGING AROUND THE VILLAGE 
 

Wednesday, 21st December  – 7.00p.m. 
 

Do come and join us - and for mince pies and punch afterwards 

 

Meet in The Berry  

 

Collection in aid of Help The Aged 
 

SFH Xmas Bingo 

 
Saturday 10th December 

 

Thorverton Village Hall 

 

Doors Open 7.30pm.  Eyes down 8pm 

Mulled Wine & Mince Pies 

Draw 

Licensed Bar 

Fun for all the Family 

 

Details Gaynor on 01392 841216 



Focus on Thorverton  Vol. 42 No.11–December 2011 

 

9 

 

Diamond Jubilee Events 2012 
 
 

11
th
 February  Valentine‘s Dance 9 – 12pm 

 

31
st  

March   Mad Hatters Tea Party 6 – 9 pm 

 

9
th

 April  Easter Egg Hunt followed by Duck Racing 3 pm 

 

3
rd

 June  Free Lunch for Senior Citizens 

 

4
th

 June Start with Fancy Dress at the Rec then the Street Party 

Followed later with the BBQ at the Hall and Fireworks! 

 
 Further information to follow 

 

 

 

Pub Quiz Night 
 

At The Thorverton Arms 
 

>>><<< 
 

Come along for a fun evening and a spot 
of friendly competition 

 
Teams of 4          Free entry 

 
>>> 7.30pm start <<< 

 
Sunday 18th December 

 
Plus!  There will be a raffle draw! 

 
 
 
 

Thorverton Parish Council  
 
The Parish Council wishes to remove and replace a fence at the allotments field.  Anyone 
with suitable experience of such work who wishes to submit a quotation for this should 
contact the Clerk, Jane Lane on 01392 861062 or by email to thorvertonclerk@aol.com. 

mailto:thorvertonclerk@aol.com
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THORVERTON ARMS  

Looking forward to Christmas 

1-23 December 

Bookings still being taken for  

Christmas parties 
£14.95 for 2 courses, mince pie and coffee 

£17.95 for 3 courses, mince pie and coffee 

Saturday 3 December  

Curry night 

Tuesday 8 December 

Senior Lunch Club 

All over 60s welcome, but please book 

£4.50 for a set two-course lunch,  

followed by tea or coffee - 12 noon 

 

Sunday 11 December 12.15 onwards 

Second Sunday Folk  

Tuesday 20 December 

CELEBRATING CHRISTMAS 

Senior Lunch Club Christmas Meal 

at 12.00 followed by 

Children’s activity afternoon 2.30pm 

(primary school age) 

 Singing 

 Making 

 Playing 

 Eating 

Friday 24 December 

Open from 12.00 as usual  

Christmas Eve Buffet from 7pm 

Bar closing at 10.30pm 

CHRISTMAS DAY 
Bar open 12.00-2.30pm 

Bar closed evening 

Kitchen closed all day 

THORVERTON ARMS  

Beyond Christmas Day 

Monday 26 December 

Boxing Day Hunt 

meets at 10.00am 

Bar open: 10.00am-2.30pm 

                   6.00pm onwards 

Brunch served: 11.00-2.00pm 

Dinner served: 6.30-9pm 

Saturday 31 December 

NEW YEAR’S EVE 

‘Black-tie and posh-frocks’ dinner 

7pm-9pm          Booking essential 

Followed by an amazing evening of 

music from two local bands: 

Back Bench Rebellion 
supported by 

Rude Awakening 

Sunday 1 January 

Open as usual for Sunday lunch and dinner 

Tuesday 3 January 

Senior Lunch Club at 12 noon 

Friday 6 January 

For Twelfth Night 

A rehearsed reading of an extract from 

‘Cold Comfort Farm’ 

7.30 pm 

All welcome 

Saturday 7 January  

Curry night 

Contact Allison or Penny for more 

details about any of the events. 

01392 860205 

info@thethorvertonarms.co.uk 
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Parish Church Services and News 
 

December 2011 SERVICES & INFORMATION 

The Netherexe Parishes - A Mission Community in the Diocese of Exeter  

 

4 December 2011 Advent 2 

 

10:00 am Service With A Smile  ☺ Brampford Speke             Lay-Led & DD 

10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Thorverton      SS 

11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Upton Pyne  JD & DD 

04:00 pm Christingle ☺ Poltimore  Lay-Led   

06:30 pm Evening Prayer & Carols  [BCP] Stoke Canon    DD  

 “West Gallery Choir” 

 

11 December 2011 Advent 3 

 

09:00 am Holy Communion   [C] Brampford Speke     JD 

10:00 am Family Service & Holy Communion [C] Newton St Cyres  SS 

10:00 am Holy Communion [C] Stoke Canon   DD 

11:00 am Joint Service                     Thorverton Baptist Church         Baptist Officiant 

   Joint with Parish Church   

11:15 am  Holy Communion   [C] Rewe   JD 

06:30 pm Evening Prayer  [BCP] Cadbury  DD  

06:30 pm Service of Lessons & Carols   Huxham  JD 

 

18 December 2011 Advent 4    

 

08:00 am Holy Communion    [BCP] Thorverton   DD 

11:15 am Service of Lessons & Carols    Rewe DD 

05:00 pm Service of Lessons & Carols   Thorverton  JD 

05:00 pm Nativity Pageant  Upton Pyne  Lay-Led  

06:30 pm Service of Lessons & Carols    Cadbury   JD 

06:30 pm Service of Lessons & Carols   Newton St Cyres             Alan Simmonds 

06:30 pm Service of Lessons & Carols  Poltimore  DD 

 

19 December 2011 Monday 

 

07:00 pm Service of Lessons & Carols    Netherexe   JD 

 

23 December 2011 Friday  

 

06:00 pm Service of Lessons & Carols      Brampford Speke    DD  

 

24 December 2011 Christmas Eve  

 

04:00 pm Family Service of The Word  ☺ Stoke Canon   Lay-Led  

 Crib Service  

11:00 pm Holy Communion   [C] Poltimore     JD 

11:00 pm Holy Communion  [C] Stoke Canon  DD 

 

25 December 2011 Christmas Day 

 

09:00 am Holy Communion  [BCP] Brampford Speke  DD 

09:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Huxham                         Alan Simmonds 

10:00 am Service With A Smile  ☺ Brampford Speke  Lay-Led  

10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Cadbury H Whitty 

10:00 am Family Service & Holy Communion  [C] Newton St Cyres  DD 
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10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Thorverton  SS 

10:30 am Family Service & Holy Communion  [C] Rewe JD 

11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Upton Pyne  DD 

 

1 January 2012  The Naming & Circumcision of Jesus 

 

10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Poltimore                       Alan Simmonds 

10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Thorverton  JD 

 

 

Services in the Netherexe Parishes 

 

Your parish churches aim to provide a variety of service types to meet the needs of the whole community.  Most 

Sunday services except those early in the morning include hymns and music. Everyone is welcome at all services 

 

Service With A Smile  These Family Services are designed for all ages 

Brampford Speke & Stoke Canon   and with the needs of young children especially in 

And Family Service Thorverton &  mind.  They are informal and contemporary in 

Newton St Cyres   style, often including a children‘s activity at the 

  beginning; without communion.  Services usually last 

  about 35 minutes and are followed by refreshments 

 

Young People’s Group [YPG] Young people‘s group meeting during the 10 am 

  Service at Thorverton on the first Sunday of the month 

  in school term time 

Holy Communion  [C] Traditional service in contemporary language [one hour] 

Holy Communion  [T] Traditional service in traditional language [one hour] 

Holy Communion  [BCP] Traditional service in traditional language [one hour] 

Service of The Word  [SW]  Morning or Evening Service [without communion] in 

  contemporary language, often Lay-Led 

Morning Prayer  [BCP] Traditional Morning Service [Mattins] from the Book of 

  Common Prayer [about an hour] 

Evening Prayer [BCP] Traditional Evening Service from the Book of Common 

Choral Evensong [BCP] Prayer [about an hour] 

 

DAILY SERVICES – Usual pattern 

 

Monday 09:00 am Morning Prayer at Stoke Canon Chapel 

Tuesday 09:00 am Morning Prayer at Thorverton  

Tuesday 06:00 pm Evening Prayer at Rewe 

Wednesday 09:00 am Morning Prayer at Thorverton  

Thursday 09:00 am Morning Prayer at Thorverton  

Thursday 05:00 pm Evening Prayer at Newton St Cyres  

Friday 09:00 am Morning Prayer at Thorverton  

Saturday  09:00 am Morning Prayer at Thorverton  

 

Variations  Sat 3
rd

 Dec No Morning Prayer at Thorverton  

 Tue 6
th
 Dec No Morning Prayer at Thorverton  

 Wed 7
th
 Dec No Morning Prayer at Thorverton 

 Mon 26
th
 Dec No Morning Prayer at Stoke Canon Chapel  

 Mon 26
th
 Dec Morning Prayer at Thorverton instead of Stoke Canon  

 Fri 30
th
 Dec and Sat 31

st
  No Morning Prayer at Thorverton  

   

Who’s Who …..? Abbreviations Key 

 

DD The Revd  Douglas Dettmer  Rector   01392 860332 

SS The Revd  Preb Sue Sheppard  Associate Minister 01392 841284 

JD The Revd  Julia Dallen   Assistant Curate 01392 861145  
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Family Services of the Word marked ☺ are led by Lay Teams.  For more information about the Netherexe Parishes 

please see www.netherexe.org or contact: 

 

Mrs Margaret Lowe [Administrator]  

Tel: 07594 714590 - Tuesday & Thursday [08:30 – 16:30]   Email: margaret.admin@netherexe.org 

Correspondence:  The Netherexe Parishes, PO Box 734, Stoke Canon, Exeter, EX5 4WP. 

 

 

Would you like a lift to church?  May we offer you a lift to the parish church or to a joint service 

elsewhere?  

For transport to Sunday services  from locations in Thorverton parish, please ring Steve Rendell on 

[01392] 860780.   

To arrange a lift to the weekday Holy Communion at Thorverton please ring Margaret Turner -Warwick 

on [01392] 861173 

For transport from locations in Newton St Cyres parish please contact Mrs Charlotte Dyer on [01392] 851618 

For transport from Rewe please contact Guy Sheppard on 01392 841284 

 

 

Parish Letter 
 

The ACE time of year 

 
I was wondering what linked December and January, 

as many parish magazines have just one edition for 

these two months [not us though! – Ed]. 

 

As I write this letter, the clocks have recently 

changed because the mornings were getting very dark 

and we try to preserve as much working time in the 

light as possible. This is the time of year when the 

days get shorter and the nights get longer. It is a cold, 

dark and often a lonely time of year. Despite all the 

glitz, shopping and party atmosphere that we are all 

supposed to be enjoying, there is a lot of hardship 

and anxiety; fear and worry. Things can seem very 

gloomy to say the least. Our hearts can feel as dark as 

the long nights. But this is also the time when three 

Christian seasons come in quick succession and they 

can help us to work through this very dark time. They 

are all about light. 

 

In Advent, the four weeks before Christmas, the 

lights of Advent are like the light at the end of a 

tunnel. We can just see a glimmer in the distance and 

we hope we will get nearer to it each day. There is 

hope. Hope for a better future, for joy and for love. 

When it seems so far away, we can wonder if it will 

ever appear. But it will remain in sight and we can 

slowly move towards it. As we move towards it we 

can take time to prepare for it. We can ask ourselves 

what is truly important in our lives. What can we find 

in this light that we really need? It will be different 

for each one of us, but the light will reveal what we 

need and can offer it to us.  

 

So as we go through Advent, we should not be 

anxious about whether we will be able to give an 

expensive gift to someone, but rather we can be 

certain we have a gift we can give to someone else, 

remembering that the most precious gifts cannot be 

bought for money. Have hope, for he is coming. 

 

At Christmas, we celebrate the arrival of The Light of 

the World, Jesus. Light is what drives away the 

darkness, and if we feel we are in a dark place, then, 

if we ask him to, Jesus can bring us into the light. He 

can lighten our burdens and lift our spirits. He will 

not make us wealthy or help us win the lottery, but he 

can give us far greater riches if we have faith in him.  

 

At Epiphany, we celebrate the discovery of the Christ 

child, Jesus, by the wise men who followed the light 

of a star to him. If we are wise we will discover him 

for ourselves and realise that we have been given 

gifts, and that it is now time to offer those gifts back 

to God. By following the way of Jesus we will move 

out of the darkness and into the love of God. 

 

So at this ACE time of year we are on the cusp of 

gaining the whole world, the gifts of faith, hope and 

love. 

 

God bless you this Advent, Christmas and Epiphany, 

  

Julia D 

 

http://www.netherexe.org/
mailto:margaret.admin@netherexe.org
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Baptist Church 
There were shepherds living in the fields, keeping 

watch over their flocks by night. 

And behold an angel of the Lord stood before them, 

and the glory of the Lord shone around them. 

“Do not be afraid,  for behold, I bring you good 

tidings of great joy, which will be to all people”. 

 

This is part of the Christmas Story as we all know it 

from Luke Ch.2. 

The Messiah‘s coming was not announced in the 

Palace, or the Temple.  

Have you ever wondered why the Angel first talked 

to the shepherds, a job considered lowest on the 

social totem pole?  Into the night of their tiredness, 

loneliness and struggle, an angel comes and speaks 

joy. 

 

If the angel had first talked to Church leaders, they 

would probably have had to consult their Church 

members and Diaries. If it had appeared to 

celebrities, they‘d have had to check and see who 

was watching. If it had appeared to chief executives, 

they‘d have had to consult their spread sheets and 

staff. 

 

So it gave the greatest news story in history to those 

with no axe to grind, no reputation to protect, and no 

ladder to climb: people with humble hearts and open 

minds, people with simple, child-like faith. 

 

Surely God was giving a sign that points us to the 

secret of joy. He had emptied himself in complete 

self-giving, an act so extraordinary that its glory 

sparked out to anyone awake enough to see it. The 

subsequent testimony of millions of Christians is that 

there is lasting joy to be found in living for others, 

and can only be discovered by experience. 

 

Outside Bethlehem there is a Church marking Jesus‘ 

birthplace. Behind the altar is a cave with a symbolic 

star embodied in the floor, you can enter the cave, but 

with one requirement—you must kneel. The door is 

too low to get in standing up. God still operates that 

way. You will find Him among the commonplace, 

but to experience Him, we must get down on our 

knees. 

 

After seeing the Baby Jesus, the shepherds went back 

to their humdrum job, but glorifying and praising—

the truths of Christmas are so rich because they 

remind us of the possibility of glory in this 

sometimes dispiriting world. 

Everyone who heard the shepherds‘ account of what 

had happened was amazed-it encourages us to create 

a neighbourhood that is alive with the rumour of God 

at work. 

 

The Baptist Church members and friends wish all 

readers of Focus a very Happy and Peaceful 

Christmas. 

 

Our Christmas activities include- 

December 12
th

 at 9-45am when the Pre-School 

children will be coming to us, to sing their songs and 

hear all about Baby Jesus and what happened on 

December 25
th
.  

With biscuits and drinks after. 

 

December 18
th

 at 10-30am Our Traditional Carol 

Service, with coffee and biscuits to follow. 

 

December 21
st  

 at 3-00pm in our Schoolroom at the 

back of the Church, is an afternoon of Carols, 

Readings, and a cup of tea and mince pies. 

 

As most of our folk will be spending Christmas away 

with family and friends, there will be no service on 

Christmas Day at the Baptist Church but we invite 

you to join with us at any of the dates above. You 

will be most welcome, to join with us. 

 

Phyllis Langdon    Church Secretary. 

 

  

Ladies Group  
 

The December meeting on December 8th will be at 

Southbrook by the Green by kind invitation of Claire. 

Elspeth will again be demonstrating something for 

Christmas Decorations. 

 

Will members please bring with them on the night: 

 About 2 dozen large evergreen leaves, such 

as Laurel or Ivy. 

 1 Large Rose or 3 small ones. 

 A few Ivy flowers and a few small baubles. 

 

Phyllis Langdon 

 

Allotment Holders    

Upcoming Meetings for your diary 

 The Next Quarterly Meeting will be held at the 

Exeter Inn on Monday 9
th
 January at 7.30 pm. Also 

the Annual General Meeting will be held at the 

Exeter Inn on Monday 2
nd

 April at 7.30 pm. An item 

of food will be brought to the AGM by all attending.  

We hope to see you there.   

Mark Welsh  



Focus on Thorverton  Vol. 42 No.11–December 2011 

 

15 

Thorverton PTFA News 
 

BAG2SCHOOL : Collection 13th December 

 

Everybody is welcome to get involved in this 

excellent opportunity to have a good clear out AND 

help us raise money for the school. We take items in 

any type of bag and the more we collect the more 

money we raise. Please give good quality clean 

clothes, bedding, curtains, soft toys, belts, handbags 

and shoes (please tie shoes together). Bags need to be 

brought to school by 9am on the 13th December for 

the lorry to collect. 

 

Thorverton Primary School Christmas Fair 

Friday 16th December from 2pm at the school 

 

Come along to our annual Christmas Fair - lots of 

festive stalls and games, cakes, tea & mince pies and 

more. Look out for posters around the village soon 

for more information. ALL WELCOME. 

 

CAKE STALL Saturday 10th December 

 

The cake stall continues to run as usual every month 

at the Saturday market, selling a selection of 

delicious homemade cakes. 

Many thanks to those who buy / donate cakes - your 

support is much appreciated. 

Cake donations are always very welcome, and can be 

brought to school the on the Friday. 

 

Thank You for your continued support. 

 

Katie Vanstone, on behalf of Thorverton PTFA  

 

SWeGA 

We would like to thank everyone who helped 

especially the residents of Thorverton for helping us 

with a very successful event.  Southwest Grasstrack 

Association (SWeGA) are hoping to continue on 

from their successful meeting at Raddon Farm and 

have four dates for their 2012 calendar: 

 

8th April SWC championship round 

27th May British Masters Qualifier (possibly) if not 

SWC championship round 

29th July SWC championship round 

22nd September Final round SWC and presentation 

evening.  

 

Hope to see you there. 

 
 

 Paul Uglow 

 

 

Thorverton Country Show 
  

Christmas Bingo 
 

Pop down to the Memorial Hall on Tuesday 6
th
 or 

20
th
 December from 7.30pm and you may get the 

chance to learn a new language ( unless, of course, 

you are familiar with Bingo Longo!)  Come on down 

on your legs eleven and you may find one or two 

little ducks at the top of the shop! 

It is great fun and all are welcome. Children must be 

accompanied by an adult. 

 

There are 10 games plus two flyers and you can 

purchase any number of books. If you have six books 

they cover all the numbers. Lots of Christmas 

goodies, including poultry, are up for grabs. 

 

In addition to the Bingo there are also some super 

festive prizes to be won in the draws. 

Once again we will be serving Hot Dogs, Burgers 

and chips, along with tea, coffee or bottles of pop so 

you don‘t need to eat before you come.  

Eyes down is at 7.30pm prompt so get there early for 

a good seat. 

 

2012 Show 

 

Entry forms for the Exhibitors, Trade Stalls and 

Craft/Food tent will be available by the end of 

December. We hope to have them on the web site by 

then as well. You can find us on 

www.thorvertoncountryshow.co.uk 

 

Jean White 

Garden Club 
By the time this goes to press we will have had our 

annual Christmas Dinner on the 26
th
 November and a 

write up will be included in the next edition. 

 

We will not be meeting again then until our AGM 

which will take place in Upton Pyne Village Hall on 

16
th
 January at 7.30pm and will be followed by a 

slide show by Nick Baker.  Claire Lancaster will be 

standing down at the AGM so if there is anyone who 

would be interested in becoming Chairman of the 

Garden Club please do give me a ring on 861205.  

Our programme of talks for the forthcoming year will 

be given at the AGM. 

Ros Rowlerson 

http://www.thorvertoncountryshow.co.uk/
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Recipes   

Bryony Coles has offered the following recipes, 

which I hope will inspire others both to try them out 

and also to share their own recipes.  You will see on 

Page 21 that Sarah Mitchell is inviting recipes for a 

PTFA produced recipe book. Ed. 

  

Slow Marmalade 

This way of making marmalade has evolved from a 

recipe taken from a book used by my grandmother. 

I‘ve called in ‗Slow marmalade‘ because you can 

spread the making over several days, eg between 

stage 2 and 3, leave fruit and water in the pan in a 

cool place for up to 24 hours, an again after stage 6 if 

you want. The oranges can usually be found at the 

Exe Valley Farm Shop or Not the Village Shop, in 

January. 

 

Ingredients 

12 Seville oranges (ie marmalade oranges, or bitter 

oranges) 

2 ‗ordinary‘ medium-sized oranges 

Sugar – 1½ times the weight of the oranges (eg 

oranges weigh 2 kg, use 3kg sugar) 

Water – 1.75 litres water to every 1 kg fruit (eg 

oranges weigh 2 kg, use 3.5 litres water) 

If you prefer to use lbs and ozs, use 1½ lbs of sugar 

and 1½ pints of water to each pound of oranges. 

Use organic oranges if you can get them – no sprays 

on the peel. You can use a lemon instead of one of 

the sweet oranges, or a grapefruit instead of both of 

them, or any other variation, but the recipe works 

best if you keep to the proportion of 12 Seville 

oranges to two medium or one large citrus fruit of 

other varieties. 

For the sugar, the original recipe says preserving 

sugar. This works well, but you can use some other 

sugar for part of the weight, eg raw cane sugar, or 

one of the soft brown sugars – each will bring a 

slightly different taste to the marmalade. 

 

1. Wash the fruit and weigh it. Make a note of the 

weight, and work out how much sugar and water 

you‘ll need – do this before you start cooking the 

fruit. 

2. Put the fruit, whole, into a large pan and add the 

water. Heat until it boils, and then boil gently until 

you can fairly easily pierce the peel of a Seville 

orange with a sharp knife; usually this takes about 1½ 

hours, but it might be a bit longer. Stir it every now 

and then during the boiling, and once the peel-test 

works, take the pan off the heat and put it somewhere 

to cool. Do NOT pour off the water. 

3. Take the fruit out of the water, put it in a colander 

or big sieve, and let it drain back into the pan. Keep 

the water, in the pan. Gently cut the oranges in half, 

still in the sieve, draining into the pan (ie save all the 

juice); if they are too tough to cut easily, boil for a bit 

longer. 

4. Have a clean board, a spoon and three bowls 

ready. Tip the oranges out of the sieve into one of the 

bowls. Take a half-orange and scoop out the soft 

inside pulp with the spoon, and put it into one of 

other the bowls. Put the skin into the third bowl. Do 

this with all the fruit. 

5. Sieve the pulp, using a wooden spoon, and add it 

to the water in the pan. When there is nothing left in 

the sieve but squashed pips and almost-dry pith, you 

can stop, and discard the pips and pith. This can take 

quite a while, but it doesn‘t have to be done all in one 

go, and it is worth doing for the taste – if you 

liquidise the pulp, take out the pips first, but the 

marmalade will be more bitter because it will have 

the pith in it. 

6. Cut the peel into thin strips about 1½-2 cm long (½ 

inch or a bit more), and add it to the sieved pulp and 

water that‘s already in the pan. 

7. Warm the sugar –in a bowl in a warm place or in a 

very low oven. 

8. Put the pan with the water, pulp and peel back on 

the heat and bring to the boil, then stir in the warmed 

sugar. Bring back to the boil and keep stirring (every 

5-10 mins), for about 1½ hours or more. 

9. Test for setting - put a small dollop of the 

marmalade mixture on a cold plate and leave for a 

minute or so. Then tip the plate, or push gently on the 

side of the dollop, and if the mixture wrinkles it is 

ready to set. Take off the heat. 

If it doesn‘t wrinkle, carrying on cooking and test 

again after about 10 mins. 

10. At this stage, if the marmalade mixture is not 

setting, you can put the pan in a very low oven 

overnight, without a lid. This reduces the water 

content of the mixture and will give a thicker, more 

concentrated marmalade –fewer pots, but very tasty. 

Worth doing, if you have an oven with a very low 

setting. 

12. When the mixture is ready to set, pour it into 

clean, warmed glass jars and put a lid on straight 

away - jam or honey jars with a metal or strong 

plastic lid are good for this. If, the next day, the 

marmalade has not set, tip it all back in the pan for 

further cooking – either for a long time in a low oven, 

or another quick boil-up 

 

Pork Casserole 

 

Ingredients 

from Thorverton market:  I pack diced pork 

(c.450g/1lb) 

from Exe Valley Farm Shop/Linscombe Organic 

Veg/Not the Village Shop: 

1 large cooking apple 

1 large carrot 

1 medium/large onion 
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1 medium parsnip 

1 tsp dried herbs 

1 large spoonful flour (Buckwheat is good, ordinary 

wheat will do fine) 

1 large spoonful cooking oil, eg sunflower 

1 pinch salt 

5-6 small bits of lemon peel 

1-2 cups veg water (saved for previous day‘s 

cooking) or veg stock 

 

Action plan 

Heat oil in casserole dish on hob, add diced onion 

and leave to cook gently till soft 

Put diced pork in a mixing bowl, scatter herbs, lemon 

peel, salt and flour over the top, stir with a wooden 

spoon to mix well and leave in bowl to settle 

Chop the apple, carrot and parsnip into medium-

small chunks 

Add the pork mixture to the casserole,cook for a few 

minutes over low heat, stirring occasionally  

Add the chopped veg and the veg water or stock (you 

need enough liquid just to cover the meat and veg)  

Put in oven, medium heat, and cook for about 1½ - 2 

hrs, checking occasionally – top up the liquid if 

needed (ie keep the meat and veg just covered) 

Serve with baked potatoes (put in oven at the same 

time as the casserole) and cabbage – or whatever else 

you think would go well with the casserole. 

 

Cost 

Approximate costs: 

Pork  £ 3 

Veg  and apple (including the cabbage and potatoes) 

£1.35 

Herbs and flour and salt 15p 

Veg water  free 

Total  c. £ 4.50 -  less if you grow your own veg and 

apples 

This quantity will feed four people – for more people, 

or very hungry people, add more veg, maybe double 

the  quantities. 

 

Opera Speke 
This will now be our second Christmas since the start 

of Opera Speke in 2010.  When we began, we 

wondered how long we would survive, whether there 

would be enough interest in this locally to be able to 

share our love of opera as an art-form, and make the 

project worthwhile. We did survive thanks to all 

those who have supported us, and members now 

come from far and wide. Apart from those in 

Brampford Speke and surrounding villages, people 

come from Exeter, Bovey Tracey, Sidmouth, and 

Teignmouth. We average 15 to 20 members at each 

screening. 

 

Donizetti, Puccini, Verdi and Tchaikovsky are among 

the composers whose works we have presented. 

Earlier operas were Monteverdi‘s L‘Orfeo, and 

England‘s first opera, Dido and Aeneas by Henry 

Purcell at our Christmas Party in November. We will 

be extending our repertoire in the New Year with 

operas which will include works by Borodin, Dvorak 

and Lehar. And possibly, dare I say it, an opera by 

Richard Wagner! 

 

Our December opera is a splendid recording of Die 

Fledermaus by Johann Strauss, and will be at 7 pm 

on the third Tuesday as usual, the 20th. Fledermaus is 

a light-hearted comedy, perfect for the festive season 

with many stars of the opera world. This performance 

was recorded live in 1983. If you would like to come 

to this, let us know in advance so that we can cater 

for you. Our renowned refreshments will be available 

during the interval. 

 

Our January opera, yet to be decided, will be on 

Tuesday the 17th. If you‘d like to know more about 

Opera Speke, just give Jane or me a ring and we‘ll 

put you on our mailing list.  Have a good Christmas 

David Barnard-Smith 

01392 841770 

I Don’t Believe it 
Europe‘s politicians appear paralysed and utterly 

incapable of getting to grips with the economic crisis, 

despite the advice and support of 32,949 staff in the 

Commission alone. Having sacrificed thousands of 

lives removing dictators and promoting democracy 

around the World we now seem content, even 

relieved, for Italy and Greece to be headed by 

unelected technocrats. Forgive my naivety, but I 

thought it was the financial Merlins we blamed for 

our problems. The individual States of the USA, like 

Europe, vary widely in resources and wealth, but 

their common dollar currency appears to work by 

having a tiered system of federal and state taxes, each 

state paying for the services it can afford. Perhaps a 

similar system across the Eurozone could help secure 

a more stable future. 

I feel London‘s Olympic Delivery Authority could 

have waited until the beginning of April to release 

their poster collection. I‘m still not sure if our 

nation‘s leading artists are testing the elastic limit of 

our lower limbs or if some really do have a mental 

age of 12 – or am I being too charitable in this season 

of goodwill? 

    

By the time you have read this the European 

Commission will probably have increased its staff by 

another hundred or so - as their current recruitment 

publicity remarks ―You will not find another 

organisation like it‖.   

Commentator 
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Thorverton Church of England 
Primary School  
Proposed Federation 

 

As many readers will be aware, the governors of our 

village school are considering joining Newton St 

Cyres Primary School and Cheriton Fitzpaine 

Primary School in setting up the Exe Valley 

Federation. 

 

A federation is a family of schools, with each school 

retaining its own unique character, its own budget, 

performance tables and having a separate Ofsted 

inspection. The admission processes remain the same 

and the admitting authority would continue to be 

Devon. 

 

The proposed federation will have one governing 

body composed of representatives from each school 

community. The membership of this single governing 

body will include representation from parents, staff, 

the local community, the local authority and, as we 

are a Church School, foundation governors. This 

group will assume overall responsibility for the 

schools within the federation. 

 

The proposal is that the three schools will operate 

under the leadership of an Executive Headteacher, 

Mrs Heather Perry, presently headteacher at Newton 

St Cyres who will be supported by three Heads of 

Teaching and Learning. 

 

The governors of all three schools believe that the 

proposed federation will support the long term 

sustainability of our schools, provide our children 

with greater opportunities to benefit from 

collaboration across the federation and benefit staff 

by being able to share expertise more readily through 

joint planning and curriculum leadership. 

 

We are presently part way through the consultation 

process which began on Monday 7
th
 November and 

ends on Friday 16
th
 December at 3.30 pm. The 

decision whether or not to federate will be taken at 

separate meetings of all three governing bodies to be 

held on 4
th
 January 2012 at 9.15 am. 

 

If there are matters which you would wish to discuss 

in connection with the above do let me know either 

by telephoning or via my school email 

chair@thorverton-ce-primary.devon.sch.uk. 

 

Clive Hamblin 

Chair of Governors. 

 

Women’s Institute 
 

Two friends of one of our members gave a very 

interesting talk on Chile at our last meeting.  Because 

of its length Chile is known as ‗the string bean 

country‘. 

We saw some marvellous slides of the terrain, which 

enabled us to realise the problems faced when trying 

to rescue the miners that were trapped not long ago. 

Geysers were seen spurting high into the air. 

The two people concerned had to get up at 3-30am to 

be able to film the geysers as they are most active 

when it is cold, and unfortunately that was the time 

when they were at their coldest. 

There is less thermal activity when the temperature 

rises. It is possible to walk around the base of a 

geyser but the ground is very fragile so one must be 

careful.  

Santiago is the capital of Chile with around 5 million 

inhabitants. Skyscrapers now overshadow the old 

city. In the mountains, on the borders between Chile 

and Peru 333 days of the year are completely clear 

and it is here that scientists do a lot of work. 

Sybil Tulloch won both ‗flower of the month‘ and the 

‗animal made from vegetables‘ competition. 

On behalf of all our members I wish you all 

‗A Happy and Healthy Christmas‘. 

Sylv Gregory 

Charity No. 229868 

       

 

   

Legal Eagle 
 

Non-fatal offences against the person embrace a 

variety of offences from assault to grievous bodily 

harm. 

 

Assault is committed when the accused induces fear 

in the mind of the victim, either intentionally or 

subjectively recklessly, that immediate unlawful 

person violence is about to be used against him. 

 

Battery is the intentional or subjectively reckless 

infliction of unlawful violence on the victim. 

 

It is not uncommon for the media and indeed the 

courts, to use the term ‗assault‘ as an ‗umbrella‘ term 

when in fact a battery or some more serious offence 

has been committed. Equally, the term ‗common 

assault‘ includes both assault and battery. An 

explanation for this confused usage may be found in 

mailto:chair@thorverton-ce-primary.devon.sch.uk
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the fact that etymologically the word ‗assault‘ is 

compounded of the Latin ad-saltare, to jump at. 

 

In his ‗Textbook of Criminal Law‘ the late Professor 

Glanville Williams distinguishes between assault, 

properly so called, and battery by referring to the 

former as a psychic assault and the latter as a 

physical assault. 

 

Despite some unhelpful views expressed by courts 

over the years, both assault and battery remain 

common law offences. 

 

In the majority of cases the conduct which leads to an 

assault will involve a gesture of some kind, raising a 

fist, pointing a gun. In the case of Meade and Belt 

[1823] it was held that ‗conduct‘ requires a physical 

act or gesture and that words alone will not suffice. 

However, in Ireland;Burstow [1998] the House of 

Lords took a different view. The accused made a 

series of silent telephone calls to three women, as a 

result of which the women suffered psychological 

illness. The accused were prosecuted and convicted 

under s47 Offences Against the Person Act 1861 of 

an assault occasioning actual bodily harm. It would 

seem to follow that if silence, as it did in this case, 

amounts to ‗conduct‘ words will also do so. 

 

The essence of the offence is the apprehension of 

immediate unlawful person violence i.e. that a battery 

is about to occur. It is not necessary for the 

prosecution to show that the victim was frightened or 

scared, merely that the victim anticipated the 

application of unlawful personal violence. 

 

Whilst, as we have seen above, it is only relatively 

recently that it has been recognized that 

silence/words constitute conduct for the purposes of 

the offence, it has long been the case that words 

might undo what would otherwise amount to an 

assault. In Turberville –v- Savage [1669] T and S 

exchanged quarrelsome words; T laid his hand on his 

sword and said to S: ‗If it were not assize time, I 

would not take such language from you.‘ These 

words showed that T‘s menacing gesture was pure 

bravado; so far from being a threat, the words were, 

in fact, intended as a reassurance. S, however, 

probably paying more attention to the gesture than 

the words, drew his own sword, thrust at T and put 

out his eye. T sued for damages in the tort of battery. 

S pleaded self-defence because he feared an attack. It 

was held that T had not opened hostilities, because 

his words showed no present intention to do violence. 

Consequently S was not entitled to claim that he 

acted in self-defence. 

 

The case is not without its problems, particularly in 

relation to any time lapse between T laying his hand 

on his sword and uttering the words. However, once 

the words were uttered S had no justification for his 

retaliatory act. 

 

Equally, it is questionable whether conduct of a 

particularly menacing character can ever be undone 

by reassuring words. In Light [1857] the accused 

held a shovel over his wife‘s head and said; ‗ If it 

were not for the policeman outside I would split your 

head open.‘ The test in such cases would appear to be 

whether the words spoken would prevent the 

reasonable person from feeling apprehension. 

 

The above situation must be distinguished from those 

where the accused suggests that he will not inflict the 

threatened violence provided that the victim acts in a 

particular way. This will constitute an assault because 

the accused‘s forbearance is conditional upon the 

victim doing what he is told. If he does not then he 

will suffer an immediate battery. 

 

The apprehension must be that a battery will result 

immediately. Therefore there can be no assault where 

it is obvious to the intended victim that the threat 

cannot be immediately carried out. 

 

Case law suggests, however, that the attitude of the 

courts to the immediacy requirement is quite flexible. 

In Smith –v- Superintendent of Woking Police 

Station [1983] the accused was guilty of an assault 

where he terrified a woman by looking at her through 

her ground floor bedroom window late at night. The 

court held that he had committed an assault although 

he could not have used force immediately, had not 

tried to enter and even though the victim might have 

fled before he was able to enter. The justification for 

this finding appears to be that the accused was 

‗immediately adjacent‘, albeit on the other side of the 

window. 

 

Similarly in Ireland;Burstow [1998] (see above) it 

was held that silent telephone calls can lead to an 

apprehension of ‗immediate‘ violence, despite the 

fact that the victim has no idea where the caller is. 

The test is, therefore, subjective; what did the victim 

apprehend? 

 

Finally the prosecution must establish the factual and 

legal tests of causation. 

 

Next month we shall look at the offence of battery. 

 

Clive Hamblin. 
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Nature Notes 
In October a green woodpecker was observed for 

several minutes working its way along the top of the 

garden wall at Thorverton Mill House, probably 

looking for insects and possibly picking up berries 

and seeds. At first the observer thought it was an 

exotic bird, with its green back, yellow rump, red 

crown and black moustachioed face. I have also seen 

this species work its way along the top of a wall but 

normally, when available will be searching for ants 

among short grass. 

 

On 4th November it was my turn to see a beautiful 

barn owl, between Thorverton and Upton Pyne 

around 6.30pm sat in an oak tree. Some two hours 

later the terrible M5 motorway accident would occur 

to take the lives of seven people. Tawny owls are still 

calling during the hours of darkness and soon it will 

be time for foxes to start their barking and eerie 

screaming calls.  

 

Scolopacinae, that is snipe and woodcock are already 

being seen hereabouts. I disturbed in our garden what 

I think is a snipe due to my estimation of its body 

length, woodcock is a bigger bird. There are other 

characteristics to help identify which species it is but 

is jolly hard when one is shocked at its rapid escape 

from its hiding place right beside you. Snipe have 

pointed wings and woodcocks are rounded. On rising 

a snipe will call and initially fly zigzag fashioned 

whereas woodcock on rising make a swishing noise 

with their wings and dodge between trees. 

 

The unseasonably mild autumn is affecting some 

plant and animal species with reports of mallards and 

barn owls having late broods and daffodils flowering 

at RHS Rosemoor. In late October in Cornwall a 

blackthorn bush sprouted fresh leaves and started 

flowering. My sister has forsythia in flower and in 

my mum‘s garden several spring snowflakes are 

flowering both not normally seen until late 

winter/early spring. On our hedge hazel catkins are 

out and possibly one of the earliest dates I have 

recorded but as yet no sign of tiny red female 

flowers. A few native moths have been spotted on the 

wing when they should be in the pupal stage by now, 

one a Spring Usher who should normally be seen 

between January and March and a Mullein whose 

normal flight season is April and May. 

 

We know the weather can change quite quickly. The 

heavy rain at the end of October and early November 

filled up our almost dried out wildlife pond. The 

pond was so dry I almost believed it had sprung a 

leak. Cast your mind back to this time last year when 

we were caught in a chilly grip. The 25
th
 November 

to 1st December had us a frost every morning and 

bitterly cold. By the morning of 2
nd

 December we 

had woken to a blanket of snow. The 3
rd

 December 

saw snow still on the ground and a morning 

temperature around minus 7 degrees. The 4
th
, still 

cold and some rain, the 5
th
 frosty, 6

th
 hoar frost and 

then on the 7
th
 the spectacular air-hoar frost that 

coated everything with a frosting of whiteness. And 

so it went on and on and included a white Christmas. 

It makes me feel goose pimply thinking about it. 

 

Jenny Garne  

 

TARTS News 

 
Thorverton Amblers Ramblers and Trampers  

The walk on 29
th
 October took nine of us and 

Scrumpy the dog around Butterleigh. Our number 

included three ladies from nearby villages of 

Bradninch, Silverton and Butterleigh. The weather 

was good apart from one shower of rain a quarter of 

the way round and at least it was mild. The first half 

of the walk was through fields and over a lot of stiles 

and the second half along quiet lanes. 

Future walks and events 

Saturday 17
th
 December: 5/6 mile walk around 

Exeter Greenway. This will be the other half of the 

greenway, following on from Anne's walk last 

month. 

 

Saturday 31
st
 December: A 3 mile stroll in the 

Crediton area led by Tony. 

 

Saturday 7
th
 January 2012: A 5 ½ mile around 

Colyton led by Jean. 

 

Saturday 21
st
 January: A 6 mile walk near Uffculme 

led by Anne. 

 

Saturday 4
th
 February: led by Heather and Royston. 

 

Saturday 18
th
 February: An Exmoor walk led by 

Caroline 

 

Saturday 3rd March: A 7 ½ mile walk from Ivybridge 

led by Tony. 
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Saturday 17
th
 March: Shorter walk led by Simon and 

Mary. 

 

Saturday 31
st
 March: Led by Ann. 

All walks meet outside The Bell (opposite the church) at 

0930, and are suitable for dogs unless otherwise stated. 

Shorter walks are usually 4 – 6 miles in length and longer 

walks 6 – 9 miles, however precise details of each walk 

(length, gradient, lunch information etc) will be displayed 

approximately a week before the walk in the Old Post 

Office Window and on the village notice board. If you 

would like to be included on the email list contact 

Caroline (861002) or Graeme (860203). 

 
Poetry 
 
About to Celebrate 
 

Hurrying, bustling, jostling, 

People in a crowd, 

Christmas shoppers every one, 

By laden baskets bowed. 

Hurrying, bustling, jostling, 

Wearing frowns of stress 

All about to celebrate; 

But not a soul would guess. 

 

Hurrying, bustling, frowning, 

Where is happiness? 

Not in these loaded carriers 

As faces now express, 

Not in a wild spending spree 

Of much we do not need, 

Not in commercial pressures 

Inciting greater greed. 

 

The happiness of Christmas 

Is a simple thing, 

A family united, 

A carol sweet to sing 

In thanksgiving all together 

In a church made bright, 

By hollied decorations 

And the crib by candle light. 

 

For this is truly Christmas, 

The meaning and the heart, 

The ―Birthday‖ of a special babe, 

In which we share a part. 

 
Doreen Beer 

Thorverton Post Office And TCT 
Ltd 
TCT Ltd held its AGM on Nov 16th. Members and a 

few non-members turned out on a really horrid wet 

night - thank you for your support! 

 

TCT's business continues to run much as usual and 

finances are fairly healthy. It is clear though that 

without the voluntary help from some staff and the 

dedication of our paid staff who are also very 

generous with their time, the company would not 

remain solvent and the post office would not be able 

to continue here. Subscriptions and donations have 

been vital in maintaining the finances of TCT. We 

now have 204 members. Do please join us if you are 

not already a supporter - see form below. 

We have a lot of custom from local people in our 

newsagency and stationery shop and of course at the 

post office itself. 

 

Our portakabin building is beginning to show signs 

of ageing so we are conscious that things will 

probably have to change in the foreseeable future. 

 

The TCT Council for the coming year was elected, 

the same six members as last year. The Council can 

co-opt one more member if necessary so do contact 

us soon if you are interested in helping out. 

 

Our subpostmaster Allison Toogood gave a report 

about our post office which had a fairly stable year. 

She thanked her staff for their dedication and 

flexibility. The post office here is well-used but the 

amounts of remuneration received for different 

transactions keep varying which makes long-term 

forecasting difficult. There have been gains in that 

more people can use the post office for their banking 

services and there should soon be more government 

services transacted through post offices, but contracts 

for other products have been lost to competitors. 

Royal Mail (but not Post Office Ltd) is soon to be 

privatised which is likely to have some impact on 

future post office operations too. 

 

The planned relocation of the Toogoods‘ 'Not the 

Village Shop' may or may not have a bearing on 

Thorverton post office's future. Moving a post office 

is a costly business and both TCT Ltd and PO Ltd 

themselves would need to be assured that 

Thorverton's branch could be protected for the 

community for the foreseeable future. However, the 

government is providing capital funding for the 

modernisation of many post offices during the next 

year or so, and we will have the chance to consult 

with PO Ltd about this next spring/summer. There 

will be no enforced post office closures and it is very 
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likely that our post office will stay in its present 

location and mode of operation for now. 

 

If you have any questions or suggestions, then please 

contact a member of the TCT Council. 

 

We hope that you will do as much of your Christmas 

shopping for cards, packing, wrapping and posting at 

our shop and post office. There's lots on offer and 

please ask if you can't see what you need. It may be 

hidden away somewhere since as you know we have 

very limited display and storage space. 

 

THORVERTON CO-OPERATIVE TRUST 

COUNCIL : Jill Blewett (Business Manager) , 

Bryony Coles, Heather Kershaw (Chair and 

Secretary) 01392 860419, Royston Kershaw 

(Treasurer), Steve Rendell. 
 
 

 
 

To the Council of Thorverton Co-operative Trust 
Limited. 

 
I ---------------------------------------------------------------------
--------------------------------------------(name)  

 
of -------------------------------------------------------------------
------------------------------------------------------ 

 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------
----------------------address inc. postcode) 

 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------
----------------(e-mail address if possible) 

 
wish to become a member of Thorverton Co-
operative Trust Ltd and hereby apply to be admitted 
as a member subject to the provisions of its 
Memorandum and Articles of Association  
(see Thorverton PO noticeboard or contact the 
Secretary  to view the full document) 

 

 
Signature---------------------------------------------------------- 
 

 
Date----------------------------------------- 

 
I enclose my £5 membership subscription for the 
year 1/06/2011-31/05/2012 
 
(cheques payable to Thorverton Co-operative Trust 
Ltd)                                                                                    

 
 

 

 

Recipes and tips wanted 
 

 

 
 

Do you have a favourite family recipe or household 

tip?  The PTFA is compiling a recipe book for the 

village which aims to include many recipes and tips 

handed down through families (local or otherwise).  

The hope is that the finished product will be not only 

a professionally produced, much consulted reference 

book gracing our shelves but also a tome of local 

historical significance.   

 

We are seeking contributions in several categories: 

starters, main courses, puddings, baking, household 

tips and other/miscellaneous (which will include, for 

example, drinks). 

 

In order to avoid disappointment at having your entry 

left out due to sheer numbers of recipes for the same 

dish (e.g. lots of cake recipes), contributions are 

welcomed in more than one category. 

 

We don‘t want your favourite Delia/Nigella/Mary 

Berry/etc recipe.  Apart from copyright 

considerations, what we are looking for is original 

family recipes, possibly handed down through 

generations, which deserve a wider audience.  What 

better way to preserve the memory of Great Aunt 

Edith‘s lamb stew or Cousin Bob‘s elderflower 

cordial? 

 

We welcome recipes in any form (electronically or 

on a bit of paper).  Ideally they should be fairly 

concise, legible (!) and if possible including a few 

lines as to the origin of the recipe.  As you will 

appreciate, not every recipe may be included, 

depending on the numbers received. 

 

Please also include your contact details so we can 

follow up with questions if necessary and so that we 

can attribute each recipe to its rightful donor. 

 

There is a wealth of culinary talent in this village and 

we are hoping to capture it for posterity, raising funds 

for the school at the same time. 

 

Please hand your recipes or tips, with contact details, 

to Vanessa Wilson, Sarah Mitchell, Carol Pearn or 

Julie Davie, or send them by email to 

sarahkmartin@yahoo.co.uk.  They can also be left at 

the post office or at school.   

 

Sarah Mitchell on behalf of Thorverton PTFA 

mailto:sarahkmartin@yahoo.co.uk
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Thorverton and District History 
Society 

Thorverton and District History Society are most 

grateful to the Bell Inn for donating their 

collection of Thorverton photos, collected over 

many years. The photos are being scanned to 

make an accessible lasting record. They will 

then, courtesy of the Memorial Hall Committee, 

be placed on permanent display at the Hall for all 

to see.  

 

Geoff Harding made a welcome return to 

Thorverton for his illustrated talk Aspects of 

Georgian Exeter. As a chartered surveyor, his 

eye easily elevates to the beautiful Georgian 

buildings that grace our capital city. Despite the 

efforts of the Luftwaffe and the City Father‘s 

fascination with bulldozers, there is still much to 

see and appreciate today. 

 

Exeter‘s wealth and importance came from the 

indigenous wool and cloth trade and the 

flourishing ports of Exeter and Topsham. By 

1765 the city was still largely contained within 

the medieval Roman walls. As the cloth industry 

moved north the city underwent transition to an 

administrative and distribution centre, fostered 

by improving road communications. 

 

Whilst the Georgian period spanned the reigns of 

four Georges and William IV (1714 to 1837) 

Exeter lagged behind London, Bath and 

Cheltenham, with little Georgian new build until 

the late 1700‘s. The Turnpike Acts and building 

of Toll Roads reduced travel times from London 

to Exeter from 4 days to 14 hours. Wealthy 

visitors demanded facilities similar to those they 

found in London and other major cities and 

Exeter embarked on a major building 

programme, providing coaching houses, inns, 

public buildings, banks, baths, clubs and a 

theatre. In the 1770‘s travel and commerce were 

further encouraged by prolific bridge building on 

main routes into the city - Countess Wear 

Bridge, Exe Bridge and Cowley Bridge. 

 

Built in 1769, the city‘s Assembly Rooms were 

bought by a Frenchman and became the first 

hotel in the country, later renamed The Royal 

Clarence Hotel following the visit of the 

Duchess of Clarence. The Globe Hotel at the 

other end of Cathedral Yard similarly offered 

comfortable accommodation featuring beautiful 

panelled walls and beamed ceilings. The 

luxurious New London Inn included stabling for 

horses and accommodation for the gentry and 

their attendant staff.  Exeter‘s first theatre was 

built in Bedford Circus and in Southernhay East 

the façade of the new bathhouse featured grand 

Romanesque style columns surmounted by 

Neptune holding a trident. 

 

It was not until the late 1700‘s local builders 

Nosworthy and William Hooper began the 

speculative development of attractive Georgian 

terraces and crescents. They made extensive use 

of local brick, limiting detailing to corners stones 

and doorways, which often featured attractive 

fan lights, as at Dix‘s Field. 

 

The talk was accompanied by numerous images, 

including Southernhay, Barnfield Crescent, 

Colleton Crescent, Baring Crescent and 

Pennsylvania Park, reminding us of this golden 

age of British architecture. 

 
Barrie Phillips 
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Tales of Old Thorverton 
I am grateful to Stretton Taborn for the following 

story - Ed 

 

The Message 

 

Florence Meade had many fine qualities, being both 

eminently sensible and, for her sex in the age in 

which she lived, more than usually curious. 

Certainly, a wild imagination, let alone hysteria, was 

alien to her character. So when she happened to 

glance up from the antimacassar she was engaged in 

stitching, and where more decorous Victorian ladies 

might have had the decency to scream and collapse in 

a faint, she was little more than taken aback to see, 

before the front window and partly silhouetted by the 

gas lamp outside St Thomas‘ church, a dark figure 

bent over a small object held in one hand. 

 

The girl – for such it clearly was – seemed oblivious 

to Florence‘s presence. The latter remained quite still 

in the light cast by the dying embers of the fire and 

the petroleum lamp by which she was working. There 

was of course no doubt in Florence‘s mind that she 

was watching someone who by rights should not 

have been there, for the being lacked substance in 

some indefinable way. Yet, strangely, she felt no 

trace of fear. 

 

The girl turned. Florence now experienced her first 

real tinge of astonishment. For the young woman was 

clearly unencumbered by either bodice or stays. Even 

more inexplicably, she was partly dressed in the 

manner of a man, for she was wearing something 

akin to tight trousers, made, Florence surmised with 

the expertise of a seamstress, of bleu de Gênes. 

 

The girl stood there for long moments, giving 

Florence a chance to study her face. Far from having 

the healthy light purity of her own skin, this girl‘s 

was of an unnatural reddish brown, such as she had 

once seen in a magic lantern show about the peoples 

of the Mediterranean. Yet apart from that she was 

struck by the similarity of the girl to herself. She was, 

perhaps, three or four years younger, but she shared 

the same aquiline nose, high cheek bones and auburn 

hair. And as she looked up from whatever it was she 

was holding in her hand, Florence saw that the eyes 

from which copious tears were flowing were of the 

same hazel-brown colour as her own. 

 

Then, in a flicker, she was gone. One moment she 

was there, a figure against the street light, and the 

next she had vanished, leaving Florence once more 

alone in the room. 

 

She remained sitting for some time, reflecting on 

what she had just witnessed. Why, she wondered, had 

she had no sense of fear, but rather, if anything, an 

inexplicably compassionate and oddly comforting 

feeling? And who was this, probably long dead, 

young woman, and for what purpose had she 

appeared to her? 

 

She slept restlessly, as had been her wont for four 

months now, her thoughts in half-sleep drifting back 

and forth from the strange appearance of the evening 

to the old sharp pain of her loss, the death of the man 

to whom she had been betrothed and the first she had 

loved, so untimely slaughtered in General Roberts‘ 

relief of Kandahar. 

 

This death, she felt, with the innocent presumption of 

a twenty-two year old as yet unaccustomed to life‘s 

travails, was a divine sign that she would spend her 

remaining years a spinster. So she bore her suffering 

with stoicism, mostly in silence, imbued with this 

unshaken certainty. 

 

Yet there was in her, though she was still too young 

to sense it, a deeper awareness that life goes on and 

has strange and unexpected ways of righting wrongs. 

Perhaps she might have derived some small comfort 

from knowing that within three years she would be 

married and have started a family, and although it 

would not be a relationship where heart spoke to 

heart, such as she had experienced with John, it 

would be a solid and enduring one. 

 

She woke as dawn was breaking. Her parents were 

still asleep in their room at the far end of the house. 

She rose and dressed. 

 

It was only when she entered the parlour that the 

memory of the events of the previous evening 

returned, and then only because her eyes had fallen 

upon the small shining object that was lying on the 

table before the window. It was the very same black 

box that the girl had been looking at the previous 

night, but now shimmering in the morning sun as if 

eager to fulfil its purpose and be gone. She picked it 

up gingerly. It was constructed of a material of which 

she was unacquainted, material that in spite of its 

hardness gave slightly as she pressed upon it. But 

what drew her attention was the rectangular glass 

plate set into it. It bore an unpunctuated text, all the 

more poignant for its brevity: ―love you miss you.‖ 

 

And so it was that Florence thought of John, and she 

wept. 

 

―Oh God!‖ the girl said despairingly, brushing a stray 

wisp of her thick auburn hair from her face. ―I forgot 

to charge my mobile overnight!‖  
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―Never mind, love,‖ her mother said, giving the girl a 

comforting hug. ―I‘m sure none of your friends 

would think of troubling you at a time like this. You 

can recharge it after church.‖ 

 

The service over, the girl looked down upon the 

newly dug grave, the tears welling afresh from tired 

hazel-brown eyes. 

―Jack McVarish. 1986 – 2011. Killed in action in 

Afghanistan. Thy will be done.‖ 

 

Returning across the Bury her thoughts were with 

Jack, and those all too-fleeting months that they had 

shared. 

Her mind numb now, she slipped back into her 

everyday clothes and went down into the living-

room. 

The mobile was still on the table where she had left 

it. She picked it up and glanced down at it 

absentmindedly. There appeared to be something… 

She turned from the window to see more clearly.  

 

The dead machine bore a text message, sender 

unknown. 

 

It was very brief. 

 

Stretton Taborn 

  

 

 

Golfer’s Society Of Thorverton  
 
Sunday, 30

th
 October 2011 

 

A good turnout of 15 players took on the wet-under-

foot course with the usual variety of success. Scoring 

was not in the exciting bracket, solid and steady 

being closer to the mark. There were three joint 

winners on 18 points, Russell Ball, John Mann and 

Reith Roberts. Each receives a one shot cut for the 

privilege. 

 

Dave Harlow knocked in a two on the 7
th
 and Ali 

Tulloch had one of those days where he wisely opted 

for those clubs with which he could stroke the ball 

yet keep it in sight - without his glasses. Thus it was 

that those watching his very long shot on the 9
th
, all 

the way across the large, undulating green, were 

astonished to see he had selected his putter. However, 

he had the last laugh as the ball unerringly dropped 

into the hole to bring forth a round of applause. 

―Donna-Y that sort of thing couldn‘t have happened 

sooner‖ he was heard to mutter. 

 

Sunday, 13
th

 November 2011 
 

Having gathered on the 1
st
 tee, at 11am, the ten 

participants bowed their heads for a minute‘s silent 

contemplation of those who have given their lives for 

the sake of others. 

 

The day‘s winner was David Harlow who put 

together an almost error free round to gather 21 

points, not once doing worse than a net par. Apart 

from the admiration of his opponents his effort also 

rewarded him with a two shot cut from his handicap. 

 

Nearest challenger was John Mann, 18, followed by 

Phil Beasley, 17 and Jim Chappelle and Paul 

Richards with 16 each. The remaining five players 

were able to look forward to another day. 

 

There was a distinct absence of the extraordinary, 

unlikely or plain silly moments for which the Donna-

Y Trophy is awarded. However, a consensus of 

opinion in the four ball group decided that it should 

be given to Geoff Bulley who had continued his 

recently acquired ability to lip-out at one hole in 

three. One hastens to explain that a ―lip-out‖ is not 

something that would bring a shudder of despair to 

maiden aunts. It is when the ball thinks about 

dropping into the hole but instead decides to travel 

around the rim before popping back above ground 

level to leave its dispatcher muttering ―Donna-Y they 

can‘t put this hole in the right place!‖ And so it was. 

On the 3
rd

, 6
th
 and 7

th
 greens. And even if they‘d all 

dropped in he still would not have been mentioned 

above. 

 

For those of you who have recently joined readers of 

this little offering (there must be at least half a dozen 

by now) the Donna-Y Trophy originated when John 

Mann struck his golf ball and split it into two 

convenient pieces. It was a Donnay ball and the 

break separated the Y from the previous five letters 

which made its finder think “Donna y”, ooh! That 

sounds a bit like “Don’t know why”. And so the two 

pieces of the ball were mounted on a plinth and the 

resulting trophy presented each golf day for 

something … odd. 

 

Merry Christmas. If Santa brings a set of golf clubs 

don‘t forget, there are two Sunday events each 

month. All are welcome. Details at The Exeter. 

 

G.S. Potter 
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December in the Garden 
              

November has been damp and grey with the 

occasional clear day to cheer the spirits.  The garden 

at the moment is particularly soggy but not too cold 

so plough on with those winter jobs.  Plant trees and 

shrubs, move and split herbaceous perennials and 

herbs and replant if desired. The soil is still quite 

warm and until we have a sharp cold snap most 

plants will happily resettle. 

 

Now is a good time for lightly cutting back anything 

that might be spoilt by windrock but doesn`t need a 

complete prune until early spring,  such as leggy 

budlejas or roses.  These plants can be properly 

pruned for shape and size after the worst of the very 

cold weather next year .  Devon is often the 

exception to the rule and generally speaking if you 

want to prune back hard,  you generally get away 

with it.  However the last 2 years were much colder 

and it might be advisable to err on the side of caution. 

 

The veg. garden can begin to look quite bare at this 

point, but already the winter planted onions and 

garlic are showing through.  The new season has got 

underway.  Winter brassicas are looking good at the 

moment but might need some protection from hungry 

pigeons when the weather gets colder.  Use an old 

CD tied up with string to a cane and let it dangle 

above a brassica;  this works well in all but the 

coldest snowy weather.   

 

The darker evenings give one the opportunity to 

browse through seed catalogues!!  I`ve always loved 

the idea of browsing through catalogues, by the fire, 

of a cold winter`s evening. However, in reality, other 

pressing tasks take priority and I end up rushing 

through and ordering in a hurry,  ah well—next year. 

 

Don`t forget to take out and pot up any plants which 

are too tender to stay in the ground.  I have some 

salvias at Knightshayes that need to be frost free and 

a few exotics that go into the garden just for a 

summer treat.  If you don`t have facilities to pot up,  

covering up with fleece is the next best thing.  Tie the 

fleece gently around the plant but do let it have a 

breather as winter creeps into spring if there is a 

pleasant day, not forgetting to cover it again.  The 

plant will need to be covered at night until there is no 

danger of a frost. 

 

The winter garden is often overlooked when planning 

a garden from scatch.  However if you have visited 

RHS Rosemoor in North Devon during this period 

you will know that some plants take centre stage.  

Cornus is one such shrub.  During the summer it will 

blend as part of a leafy background but in winter it 

can look stunning.  A mix of Cornus alba 

`Stolonifera` (yellow)  and Cornus alba ` Westonbirt` 

(red)  will give a striking background of colour. 

 

Fragrance is also a surprising bonus at this time of 

the year.  Viburnum x bodnatense ‗Dawn‘ flowering 

from November to February has exquisite scent and 

delicate flowers.  If you have the room,  Hamamelis 

molis ` Pallida ` ( witch hazel )  is a splendid plant 

and for something a little different with striking 

flowers and scent,  Hamamelis x intermedia ‗Jelena‘.  

If a smaller more compact shrub is needed with a 

stunning scent, Sarcococca x confusa is a good 

choice.  Shiny, glossy, dark green leaves all year 

round and tiny white winter flowers that give off a 

beautiful scent which will surprise.  For a protected 

wall, Chimonanthus praecox is an excellent choice, 

but make sure it is planted near a path where you 

walk regularly;  you won`t be disappointed. 

 

If space for shrubs is not an option don`t forget the 

colourful humble pansy.  In an ornamental pot, these 

delightful smiling plants will give you good value for 

money throughout the winter and lift your spirits 

whatever winter throws at us and of course they 

make lovely Xmas presents. 

 

On that note I wish you all a very good festive season 

and New Year. 

                                           

Happy Gardening. 

 

                                                          Lorraine 

 

PS  Don`t forget Neville,  a hot glass of mulled wine 

goes down a treat when you `re browsing through 

those catalogues!!! [Now that is advice that I don’t 

mind taking, thank you Lorraine – Ed]              
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Art Exhibition at the Memorial Hall 
On 19 and 20 November Shobrooke based  artist, Heather Irvine, exhibited her works in the Memorial Hall.  She 

showed a lovely collection of pictures, most of them with an equestrian, canine or wildlife theme.  If you missed 

her exhibition, you can see her work at www.irvinearts.co.uk or contact Heather by email to 

irvinearts@hotmail.co.uk  

  

 
 

 
Exe Valley Tea Shop Closes 
I am sorry to report that the Exe Valley Tea Shop which had been run by Sue Satchell, closed in November.  The 

Tea Shop in Brampford Speke had been a place much visited by many Thorverton residents as well as others who 

enjoyed a walk along by the River Exe at Brampford Speke.  Many thanks to Sue for her tireless efforts to make 

this such a pleasant place to have a meal or cup of tea.  I wish her well for the future. 

 

The picture below shows Sue outside the Tea Shop last month: 

http://www.irvinearts.co.uk/
mailto:irvinearts@hotmail.co.uk
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Thorverton Parish Information 
AIR AMBULANCE EMERGENCY - QUOTE NATIONAL GRID REFERENCE 
RECREATION GROUND - Sheet 192 SS 923019 MEMORIAL HALL FIELD - Sheet 192 SS 926019 
Bus services     See inside back cover 
Carers' Support Group Anne Higman, Wyndham House Surgery, Silverton. 860034. 
     Meetings - 3rd Wednesday of month, Wyndham House, 2.30-4.30 p.m. 
Church (C of E)  The Revd. Douglas Dettmer, The Rectory, Thorverton. 860332 

    The Revd. Sue Sheppard, Associate Minister, Autumn Haze, Rewe, 01392 841284 
    The Revd Hilary Dawson, Assistant Curate, The Vicarage, Stoke Canon, 01392 841928 
   Mrs Margaret Lowe, Administration Manager, 07594 714590 margaret.admin@netherexe.org 

 Church Wardens Peter Colebrook, Ockero, Thorverton. 861019.  
     Edwin Greed, Fortescue, Netherexe. 841231. 
 Consort   Mary Thomas, 1 The Glebe, Thorverton. 860730. 
 P.C.C. Treasurer  Jean Brown, Rydal Cottage, Bullen Street. 861176. 
 Friends of Thorverton Parish Church Trust Royston Kershaw 25 The Glebe 860419 
Church (Baptist)  The Revd. Maurice Harrison, 01884 258599. 
    Secretary Phyllis Langdon, 860932.  

Services, notice board or Focus. 
County Councillor  Cllr. Mr. M. Lee. 01363 772671. 
District Councillor  Cllr. Mr. R. M. Deed. 01392 861258. 
Doctors     Dr Jon Wride & Lynne Anderson / Drs Stead, O'Brien & Ziegler 
Electricity (Western Power) Report a loss of power: 0800 365 900 Bill Enquiries: 0800 365 000 
      Street lights 0870 556 1851 

Friends of Thorverton & Silverton Surgeries Christine Walker, 881501 

Gas Emergency   0800 111999 
Leonard Trust Chairman: R Hughes. Secretary: Mrs. E Hughes, 3 Dinham Mews, Exeter EX4 4EF 
Library (Exeter Mobile) Alternate Thursdays, 11.45am to 12.05pm (16.05 to 16.50 from January 2011) 
in the Quarry Car Park 
Newspaper Reporter (Express & Echo) Jane Ristic, 53 Silver Street, Thorverton. 860054 
Parish Council Chairman Cllr. Stuart Crang,  
Parish Clerk    Mrs Jane Lane, Stable House, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062. 
Parish Council Meetings 2nd Tuesday of month, at The Memorial Hall, 7.30 pm. 
Parish Allotments  Contact the Parish Clerk - 861062 
Parish Council Notice Board Situated in School Lane, opposite the Thorverton Arms. 
   IMPORTANT!- PLANNING APPLICATION NOTICES ARE DISPLAYED HERE 
 
Planning notification applications  at http://data.gov.uk/apps/planningalerts alert via email when a 
planning application is published in one’s street, neighbourhood or wider area. 

Pension Service  PO Box 93, Plymouth PL6 5WJ. 0845 60 60 265 

Police    Central Switchboard 24 Hours: 0845 2777444.  
Post Office Portacabin (TCT Ltd) Quarry Car Park, Thorverton EX5 5NG 860455 
Mon. to Fri : 9 am.-1.00 pm., 2 pm.- 5.30 pm.  
Sat: 9 am.-12 noon Sun: 9 am - 10.30 am for newspaper sales only 
 Business Manager: Jill Blewett, Faircop, Jericho St, Thorverton 
 Chair and Company Secretary: Heather Kershaw, 25 The Glebe, 860419 
Public Telephone Kiosk Opposite the Church, outside the Bell Inn, Dinneford St. 
School (C of E Primary)   Acting Head Teacher: Mrs Emma Pyne 860374. 
School Governors  Chair: Clive Hamblin 861305 Clerk: Julie Cornwall 860127 
School P.T.F.A.   Chair: Lisa Browning, 860609  Secretary: Hannah James, 861075 
     Treasurer: Damon Gill, 860176  
South West Water  24 Hour Emergency: 0800 169 1144. Helpline: 0800 169 1133. 
Thorverton Millennium Chair: Dame Margaret Turner-Warwick, Pynes House,  
  Green Trust Silver Street 861173.  Secretary: Shirley Hoole. 
Tiverton Volunteer Centre 28, Gold Street, Tiverton EX16 6PY. Judy Seymour, 01884 255734. 

http://data.gov.uk/apps/planningalerts
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Thorverton Organisations 
 

Amateur Dramatic Society (TADS) Chair: Sylvia Wakeham, 861390 
   Secretary: Jane Peyton-Jones 
   Treasurer: John White, 860827 
Art Group  Barrie Phillips, Crossmead, School Lane, Thorverton. 860529  
  Meet Fridays during term-time at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 am-12.00. 
Arts Exchange Louise Page, Campion Cottage, Jerico St, 860509. 

  Monthly meetings in members' homes at 8.0 pm. (see Diary) 
Association Football Club Chairman: Andy Harris, 01392 851664 
  Secretary: David Gregory, 2 The Orchard, Brampford Speke, 841803. 
Bridge Circle Graeme Culshaw, 3 The Glebe, Thorverton 860203.  
  Meets 1st/3rd/5th Thursdays at the W.I. Hut from 7.00 p.m.. 
Clarinet Group Contact Peter Mason 860727.  Meets every Thursday morning.   
Cricket Club Chair: Charles Kislingbury, Arley House, 19 Church St, Silverton. 860270 
    Secretary: M C Denford, 14 Moorlands, Tiverton EX16 6UF 01884 255076 
  Fixture Sec: J Meredith, 190 Mincinglake Rd, Exeter EX4 7DS 01392 272504 
Exe Valley Practice Patient Participation Group    
   Chair: Sheena Hunter-Hedges 860843 
   Secretary: Anna Mews 860769 
   Meets quarterly at Thorverton Surgery (see Focus and surgeries for dates) 
Focus Magazine Chair: Michael Ayre, Ratcliffe Farm, Thorverton. 
  Editor: Neville Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062. 
  Secretary: Jane Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062. 
  Treasurer: Bob Swaffield, Schiehallion, School Lane, Thorverton 01392 860309 
Friends of Silverton & Thorverton Surgeries 
  Coffee Mornings in the Lamb Inn, Silverton 
  Held at 10-12 noon on the LAST THURSDAY of every month except December 
Golf Society Players of Thorverton Care of Exeter Inn, 01392 860206 
History Society Chair: Bill Stamper, Dunelm, Raddon, Thorverton. 860214 
  Programme Secretary: Beryl Coe, 5 The Glebe, Thorverton 860876. 
Ladies Group Meet 2nd Thursday of month, (Venue and time - see Focus Notices). 
Memorial Hall Committee Chair/Key holder/Bookings:Mr Mike Shelton. Fir Tree House,  
     Bullen Street. 861027. 
Memorial Hall Market   2nd Saturday of the month, at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 - 11.00 am. 
Thorverton Pre-School  Rachel Mildon (Chair) - 861707 / thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com.  
      Mon 9.15am-11.45am, & 12.45pm-3.15pm & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm, 
     Tues/Weds 9.15am-11.45am & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm,  
     Thurs 9.15-11.45am; 12.45pm- 3.15pm & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm. during term-time,  
     At Thorverton Primary School site 

.Thorverton Ambling, Rambling and Tramping Society (TARTS) 

  Contacts : Caroline Prince 07749 775304 or Graeme Culshaw 860203 
   See notices of walks in Old Post Office Window Bullen Street. 
Thorverton Brownies Hannah James 07716 013284, Lisa Browning 860609 
  Meet Fridays during term-time at the W.I. Hut, 5.30-7.00 pm. 
Toddler Group Contact : Hannah Calder 860808 
  Wednesdays, during term-time, at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 a.m.-11.30.  
Rainbows  Contact Jean Pearn 860105, Penny Fice 861136,  
  Term-time, Tuesdays 4-5 pm at the W.I. Hut. 
Royal British Legion Chairman / Hon Sec. P Furneaux, Hillcrest, Thorverton 860237 
  Hon. Treasurer: Alex Fice 
Women's Institute Secretary: Susan Maguire 01392 860631 
  Bookings: Susan Maguire 01392 860631. 
  W.I. Meeting. 1st Tuesday of the month at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
  Whist, 3rd Tuesday of the month, at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
W.I. Market & Coffee  4th Saturday of the month at the W.I. Hut. 10.00 am. to 11.00 am. 

mailto:thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com
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Doctors' Surgeries 

The Exe Valley Practice 

Dr JON WRIDE and Dr LYNNE ANDERSON 
 

The Surgery, The Berry    The Surgery, 3 Coach Road 

THORVERTON EX5 5NT    SILVERTON EX5 4JL 

Tel: 01392 860273      01392 860176 

Fax: 01392 860654     01392 861598 

www.exevalleypractice.co.uk 

exevalleypractice@nhs.net 

 

 

Opening times 

 
 GP on duty Thorverton Silverton 

Monday Dr Anderson 08:30 – 18:00 08:45 – 12:30 

Tuesday Dr Anderson 07:30 – 18:00 Closed 

Wednesday Dr Anderson am 
Dr Wride pm 

08:30 – 17:00  
14:30 – 18:00 

Thursday Dr Wride 08:30 – 19:30 Closed 

Friday Dr Wride 08:30 – 18:00 08:45 – 12:30 

 

Surgery times 

 
 Thorverton Silverton 

Monday 15:00 – 17:15 09:00 – 11:45 

Tuesday 07:30 – 11:30 
15:00 – 17:00 

Closed 

Wednesday 09:00 – 11:00 17:00 – 17:45 

Thursday 09:00 – 11:15 
16:00 – 19:00 

Closed 

Friday 15:00 – 17:30 09:00 – 11:30 
 

 

There are no surgeries on Saturday or Sunday, but a doctor will be on call for emergencies only on 0845 6710 270 

 

REPEAT PRESCRIPTIONS (Monday to Friday) – You can request your repeat prescriptions by calling our 

dispensary on 01392 861622, or by using our online repeat prescription request www.exevalleypractice.co.uk. 

Please note that 48 hours notice is required for all repeat prescriptions. 

 

We accept credit\debit card payments for prescriptions 

 

We now operate a home delivery service for housebound registered patients. Please contact us on 01392 860273 for 

more information. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.exevalleypractice.co.uk/
mailto:exevalleypractice@nhs.net
http://www.exevalleypractice.co.uk/
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Wyndham House Surgery 
Fore Street, Silverton, EX5 5HZ 

 

Telephone: 01392 860034 
Outside surgery hours please ring 0845 671 0270 

To access the Emergency Out-of-hours Service 

Fax: 01392 861165 

www.wyndhamhousesurgery.co.uk   

Dr Anthony O’Brien 

 

 

Dr Emma Ziegler 

 

Dr Nick Keysell 

MONDAY 
09.00 – 11.00 

15.00 – 17.30 

 

09.00 – 11.00 

14.30 – 16.00 

 

 

TUESDAY 

 

09.00 – 11.00 

 

  

09.00 – 11.00 

15.30 – 17.30 

 

WEDNESDAY 

 

09.00 – 11.00 

14.30 – 16.00 

 

 

09.00 – 11.00 

15.00 – 17.00 

 

THURSDAY 

 

 

 

 

09.00 – 11.00 

 

09.00 – 11.00 

15.30 – 17.30 

 

FRIDAY 

 

09.00 – 11.00 

14.30 – 16.00 

 

  

 

Please note: The doctors are happy to speak to you on the phone instead of an appointment. 

          Please request this from reception when you telephone. You can also 

          communicate with them via email if you wish –   

          wyndhamhouse.surgery@nhs.net 

 

Surgery opening hours:  Monday – Thursday 8.30am – 6pm 

                                         Friday                      8.30am – 5pm  

 

Dispensary opening hours: Monday – Thursday 9am – 12 noon and 2.30pm – 6pm 

    Friday   9am – 12 noon and 2.30pm – 5pm 

 

 

Repeat prescriptions can be ordered online via our website. 

 

We now accept credit/debit card payments for prescriptions. 

 

We also operate a home delivery service for housebound registered patients. 

Please contact our reception or dispensary for more information. 

http://www.wyndhamhousesurgery.co.uk/
mailto:wyndhamhouse.surgery@nhs.net
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Waste Collection Dates for 2011/12 
 

a) Recycling and brown bins   b) General refuse 

 

Generally on Mondays unless stated 

December 5 and 19      December 12 and 28 (Wed) 

January 4
th
 (Wed), 16

th
 and 30

th
    January 10

th
 (Tuesday) and 23

rd
  

February 13
th
 and 27

th
     February 6

th
 and 20

th
 

March 12
th
 and 26

th
     March 5

th
 and 19

th
  

 

 

 

Mobile Library  
Thursdays, fortnightly, from 16.05 - 16.50 in the Quarry Car Park by Thorverton Post Office. 

Dec 8 & 22 

 

 

 

Bus Services 
Turner's Tours / Carmel Coaches (bus 678) Mon-Fri. 10.09 from The Berry and the Baptist Chapel.  

Return 13.35 from Exeter bus station, Stand 5. 

 

Stagecoach (service 55B) Mon-Sat (except Bank Holidays)  

To Tiverton: 07.55, 10.10, 12.10, 14.10, 16.12, 17.24 (except Saturdays), 18.12 from The Berry and Broadlands.  

Return from Tiverton bus station: 07.35 (07.40 on Saturdays), 08.45, 10.45, 12.45, 14.45, 15.55 (except Saturdays), 

16.45, 17.45. 

 

To Exeter: 08.00 (08.05 on Saturdays), 09.00, 11.10, 13.10, 15.10, 16.20 (except Saturdays), 17.10, 18.10 from The 

Berry and Broadlands.  

Return from Exeter bus station: 07.30, 09.45, 11.45, 13.45, 15.45, 17.00 (except Saturdays), 17.45  

 

Stagecoach 55 service runs every half-hour in each direction along the Exeter-Tiverton road, stopping at the 

Thorverton turn (the Ruffwell). Please consult Stagecoach 55 Group timetable for details of this service. 

 

Stagecoach free service to Somerfield's, Broadclyst, from Broadlands on Tuesdays 14.00. 

 

Stagecoach offers a variety of concessions for regular commuters, shoppers, children, students and jobseekers as 

well as one-day unlimited-use Explorer tickets. Further details from Stagecoach: 01392 427711 or 01803 664500 or 

www.stagecoachbus.com or www.devon.gov.uk/devonbus. 

 

Devonbus Timetable Information: call Traveline 0871 200 2233 Timetables available at the Post Office 

 

 



Focus on Thorverton  Vol. 42 No.11–December 2011 

 

33 

Diary 2011 
Please notify FOCUS Editor of additions or changes. 

(Email: focusonthorverton@yahoo.co.uk or phone Neville Lane on 861062) 

 

DECEMBER 

Thurs 1
st
, Fri 2

nd
, Sat 3

rd
, Pantomine at Memorial Hall, 7.30pm (also at 2.30pm on Saturday) 

Sat 3
rd

  Coffee Morning for Thorverton and Silverton Surgeries, WI Hut, 10.00-12.00 

Mon 5
th
  Christmas Craft Evening at Pre-School, 7.30pm 

Tues 6
th
  Christmas Bingo (for Thorverton Country Show), Memorial Hall, 7.30pm 

Wed 7
th
  Arts Exchange, Celebration, at Campion Cottage, 8pm 

Thurs 8
th
 Ladies Group at Southbrook, 7.30pm 

Sat 10
th  

Saturday Market at Memorial Hall 9.30-11am 

  Bingo at the Memorial Hall (organised by SFH), 7.30pm 

Mon 12
th
 Pre-School Children‘s visit to Baptist Church, 9.45am 

Tues 13
th
 Thorverton PTFA Bag2School collection, 9am 

Fri 16
th
  Thorverton Primary School Christmas Fair, 2pm at the school 

Sun18
th
  Baptist Church Carol Service10-30am coffee to follow. 

  Carol Service, Thorverton Church, 5pm 

  Pub Quiz at The Thorverton Arms, 7.30pm 

Tues 20
th
 Christmas Bingo (for Thorverton Country Show), Memorial Hall, 7.30pm 

Wed 21
st 

Baptist Church Schoolroom Tea, Mince-pies Carols 3-00pm 

  Carol Singing around the village, 7pm 

 

2012 

JANUARY 

Mon 9
th
  Allotment Holders‘ Quarterly Meeting, Exeter Inn, 7.30pm 

Sat 14
th
  Saturday Market at Memorial Hall 9.30-11am 

Mon 16
th
 Garden Club AGM, Upton Pyne Village Hall, 7.30pm 

Fri 27
th
  Thorverton and District History Society, AGM, WI Hut, 7.30pm 

 

FEBRUARY 

Sat 11
th
  Saturday Market at Memorial Hall 9.30-11am 

Sat 11
th
  Valentine‘s Dance,  9-12pm 

 

MARCH 

Sat 10
th
  Saturday Market at Memorial Hall 9.30-11am 

Sat 31
st
  Mad Hatter‘s Tea Party 6-9pm 

 

APRIL 

Sun 8
th
  SWEGA Grasstrack Racing at Ratcliffe Farm 

Mon 9
th
  Easter Egg Hunt followed by Duck Racing 

Sat 14
th
  Saturday Market at Memorial Hall 9.30-11am 

 

MAY 

Sat 12
th
  Saturday Market at Memorial Hall 9.30-11am 

 

JUNE 

Sun 3
rd

  Free lunch for Senior Citizens 

Mon 4
th
  Street Party followed by BBQ and fireworks 

Sat 9
th 

 Thorverton Country Show at Ratcliffe Farm 

Sun 10
th
  Thorverton Country Show at Ratcliffe Farm 


