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At the present time Focus is produced each month except one (August) and is assembled by volunteers on the last 

working day of the month. 

 

The Editor welcomes interesting news items, reports etc. for publication. Items for inclusion in Focus should be 

accompanied by the name of the originator, which may be withheld from print if requested. The aims of Focus are: 

 

 To produce a non-political monthly magazine serving the people of the parish of Thorverton, providing 

them with information on activities in the parish; 

 For the magazine to be one that villagers are proud of; 

 To provide a window for those outside Thorverton to see what the village has to offer; 

 To promote local businesses through advertising; and 

 To run at a small annual profit, but with surplus funds put to support village organisations for the benefit of 

Thorverton residents. 

 

Items for publication, adverts, changes to adverts, Diary entries, changes to Thorverton Information lists should be 

sent to the Editor, preferably as plain text in an email, or as a Word doc file or a pdf file email attachment (to 

focusonthorverton@yahoo.co.uk) by the 20
th
 of the month prior to publication please. 

Computer file formats: We prefer plain text files: .ODT files, .DOC files, .RTF files and .WPS files because our 

production team have software that can read such files. BMP and JPEG files are preferred for advertisements and 

pictures.  

 

Advertisments and Notices 

 

Poster Type Advertisements: maximum size is half an A4 page.  Text for advertisements should be prepared as 

near as possible to how it is intended to appear.  Pictures must be supplied as required on the advertisement. 

 

COMMERCIAL ADVERTISEMENTS 

 

The following advertising charges apply: 

 

 Maximum dimensions COST per ENTRY FULL YEAR (11 entries) 

Half page 18.2 cm x 12.2 cm £5.00   £50.00 

Quarter page 8.5 cm x 12.2 cm £2.50   £25.00 

One-eighth page 8.5 cm x 5.8 cm  £1.50   £15.00 

 

LOCAL ORGANISATION and CHARITIES ADVERTISEMENTS 

  COST per ENTRY 

Half page   £3.00 

Quarter or one-eighth page   free of charge 

 

Front Cover: TADS Pantomime Poster 

 

The opinions and views expressed by contributors within the magazine are not necessarily those of Focus 

producers or of the Focus Committee. 

mailto:focusonthorverton@yahoo.co.uk
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Editorial 
 

One of the possible advantages of editing a village 

magazine is that I get to look ahead because I have to 

write something for the coming month and that 

focuses my attention on the coming month.  This 

time around it serves as a reminder that we are 

entering December and I haven’t given a thought to 

any Christmas preparations.  Perhaps that is the way 

it should be and that Christmas should come rather 

more suddenly than the shops would like it with their 

displays starting in September. 

 

A glance at the contents page below will indicate the 

weight of events taking place in December, as listed 

in the Notices section.  I wish TADS well with their 

pantomime production of the Pied Piper of 

Thorverton.  I applaud their efforts to bring live 

entertainment to the village and hope that they have 

some fun producing this.  I recently went to a live 

music event in nearby Shobrooke as part of the 

Villages in Action programme.  Those who put the 

evening on will have been well rewarded by a full 

house and, maybe even more importantly, by a really 

good community spirit and sense of enjoyment 

amongst those who attended.  It would be good to see 

more Villages in Action events in Thorverton.  

 

I wasn’t hoping to be writing about another very wet 

spell with flooding all around.  For the first three 

weeks of November it looked as though I would be 

able to write about something else – the results of the  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Police and Crime Commissioner elections perhaps, or 

even news on a new surgery or housing development 

in the village – but again the latter part of the month 

has been dominated by the severe weather conditions.  

I once experienced the misery of flooding in my 

house when I was a post-graduate student living at 

home for a year (in Pinner, Middlesex, would you 

believe?), so I know just how devastating it can be 

and how long it can take to thoroughly dry out 

afterwards.  Let us all hope for a drier spell over the 

rest of the winter. 

 

If you are thinking of sending anything in for 

January’s Focus (yes, unlike some village magazines 

we don’t have a winter month off for the editor to go 

skiing) please could I ask that you make every effort 

to get me your contributions at the latest by the 20
th
 

December.  Could I also mention that I am still 

looking for an assistant to help put Focus together in 

alternate months (Word and Outlook skills desirable 

but otherwise it is more about willingness to have a 

go).  If you might be prepared to help, please make 

contact.  Thank you. 

 

I wish you all a very Happy Christmas.   

 

 

Neville Lane, Editor 
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Letters 
 

 

Remembering Shirley Hoole 

 

From Mary Furner 

 

Shirley Hoole came to live in Thorverton in the mid 

1970’s, becoming an enthusiastic member of the 

Garden Club as she had found herself the owner of a 

large garden and wanted to know what to do with it, 

then becoming active in the running of the newly 

formed club.  

 

Shirley served the History Society with the same 

enthusiasm, seeking out speakers at the University 

where she worked, and suggesting the name be 

changed to Thorverton and District to attract new 

members from the surrounding villages. 

 

After retiring, Shirley spent quite a lot of time driving 

patients from the village to and from Hospital 

appointments, until she herself became ill.  During 

her illness many friends would go to her house to sit 

with her and she really appreciated their company, 

they would also take her dog for walks when she 

could no longer do so.  These friends are missing her 

company now. 

 

 

 

 

Remembering Bill Rogers 

From Christine Bailey and Martin Rogers  

Our father Bill Rogers died on the 27
th
 October 2012 

aged 95. He had lived in Thorverton since 1939 when 

at the outbreak of war he moved from Somerset to be 

a signalman on Thorverton station. 

We would like to thank his neighbours, friends and 

anyone who knew him for their support and 

friendship over the years. 

We would also like to thank everyone for their kind 

messages and cards following his death and to those 

who attended his funeral and to the Rev. David 

Carrington for a most fitting service. 

Our special thanks go to the Doctors, Nurses and 

staff at Thorverton surgery for their kindness and 

attention during their care of Dad. Thank you. 

 

 

From Claire Cousins of Cubberley House 

 

I am very concerned about the problem of a new site 

for the village surgery. Now that the proposed site in 

the Memorial Hall car park is dead in the water, 

where else? 

 

Why cannot the Millennium Trust, the Memorial Hall 

Committee and any other important people come to 

some agreement over a site on/by the Millennium 

Field? 

 

It is a beautiful area, for the good of the village we 

love, but we desperately need a surgery for the good 

of the village too. A small part of the Field would be 

a small price to pay. 

 

I understand that time is of the essence here or the 

money earmarked for the surgery may be lost. 

 

 

Christmas greetings 

 

 
 

From Ken and Marjorie Maynard of 3 Bullen Street 

 

May we, through Focus, wish all our friends and 

neighbours a very Happy Christmas and a prosperous 

New Year.  Best wishes from Ken and Marjorie. 

 

 

From Sue Vooght of Sherwood, Milford Lane 

 

Happy Christmas and Best Wishes for the New Year 

to all my friends and acquaintainces in the village.  

My donation this year is going to St Petroc’s for the 

homeless. 

 

 

From Loreen Large of Broadlands 

 

Wishing you all a very Happy Christmas and New 

Year. This year I will again be donating money to 

Devon Air Ambulance. 

 

 

From Alice and Frank Selley of Dark Lane  

 

We would like, through Focus, to wish all our friends 

a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. This 

year we have decided to make a donation to charity 

instead of sending cards.  
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From Pauline Hartnell 

 

I would like to wish all my friends and neighbours a 

very 'Happy Christmas and a Happy New Year' 

God bless you all. 

 

 

 

From Lee White of The Pound 

 

Instead of sending Christmas cards this year I would 

like to take this opportunity to wish all my friends 

and neighbours a very Happy Christmas and a 

peaceful New Year.  Love and best wishes.  

 

 

 

From Rick, Anji and Ricki Hartnell-Todd 

 

We would like to send "Seasons Greeting" to family, 

friends and neighbours. We wish you a very "Happy 

Christmas and Prosperous New Year" It's not been an 

easy year.... But onwards and upwards! Finally 

there's light at the end of the tunnel. Much love to 

you all at this magical time of year!  

 

 

 

From: The Vooghts - Richard, Katie and 'Uncle' 

 

We would like to send our friends and neighbours in 

the village our very best wishes for Christmas and the 

New Year. We have decided not to send local cards 

this year, but will instead be making a donation to the 

Devon Air Ambulance. 
 

 

 
 

Family in Thorverton Looking for a Larger Home 

We are a local family in Thorverton who have been 

looking for a larger house in the area for some time.  

We are hoping to acquire a 4 bed detached property 

with a fairly large garden within easy reach of 

Thorverton.  We would also consider a three bed 

property that could be extended.  If you own a 

property like this, are you considering selling?  By 

contacting us directly, you could save thousands in 

estate agent’s fees while still getting the market 

value. 

 

Alternatively, if you are considering downsizing, we 

own an attractive three-bedroomed bungalow with a 

medium sized low maintenance garden in a fantastic 

location which is both close to the village centre 

while still adjacent to the immediate countryside.  It 

has been recently renovated to a high standard, but is 

not quite large enough for our growing family.  We 

would consider a part exchange for a larger house, 

which would cut down on the expenses of estate 

agents and stamp duty etcetera for both parties. 

 

If you have any interest in selling or part exchange, 

then please do not hesitate to contact us to discuss. 

Contact us on 0777 1767 312 or email 

zaptastic.uk@gmail.com. 

https://profiles.google.com/?hl=en
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Thorverton Parish Council   

 

 

Report of the November meeting of the 

Parish Council 
 

  

 
 

 

Housing Matters 

An exploratory meeting had been held with a representative of the Diocese’s agents regarding the 

possibility of a housing development on the field just south of the Glebe. 

 

Planning decisions received to date of meeting:- 

1.Ref 12/01277/LBC Erection of roof over existing open area of courtyard between former pigsty and 

open-ended shed (Revised scheme). Chilton House. Granted. 

2. Ref 12/01057/FULL Erection of two-storey side extension and single storey rear extension. Ashley 

Cottage. Approved. 

 

Planning Applications received to date of meeting:- 

Ref 12/01437/FULL. Use of land for the siting of a temporary agricultural worker’s caravan (log cabin) 

(Revised Scheme). Adjacent Poole Farm. 

Ref 12/01438/FULL. Erection of an agricultural building (Revised scheme).Land at Poole Farm. 

Ref 12/01439/FULL. Erection of an agricultural building (Revised scheme). Land at Poole Farm. 

 

Highways 
Two residents brought the problem of traffic travelling at excessive speeds down Bullen Street to the Council’s 

attention.  It was decided that an on-site meeting should be arranged with DCC Highways to consider what might 

be done to alleviate the problem.  It was noted that Mr Chris Pollard’s car had been shunted by another vehicle 

while parked at the lower end of Bullen Street. 

 

Parish Maintenance 

Following an approach from the Thorverton branch of the Royal British Legion, the Council agreed to 

take on responsibility for the flag pole at Jubilee Green. The Council would also look into alternative 

surfaces for the Quarry Car Park. 

 

Recreation Ground 

The Council decided to ask residents for ideas for new equipment suitable for use by all age groups, 

including older children and adults, which the Council would then consider.  See separate notice about 

this elsewhere in Focus. 

 

Next Meeting –Change of Location 
Please note that the December meeting of the Parish Council will take place on Tuesday 11

th
 December at the W. I. 

Hut.  This is because the Memorial Hall is being used for a pantomime rehearsal.  The meeting will commence at 

the usual time of 7.30pm.  An agenda will be displayed beforehand on the Parish Notice Board in School Lane. 

 

Jane Lane, Parish Clerk 

 

Telephone: 01392 861062, email:Thorvertonclerk@aol.com 
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Thorverton Memorial Hall  
Reg. Charity no. 203778 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Memorial Hall in December 

Three seasonal events take place this month: the Holly Ball on Saturday 1 December; the Christmas tree lighting 

ceremony with carol singing on Sunday 2 December; and the eagerly anticipated TADS pantomime, ‘The Pied 

Piper of Thorverton’ on Thursday – Saturday, 13 – 15 December. 

 

 

Proposed new surgery 

Despite the problems outlined in last month’s report the Memorial Hall Committee is still actively seeking a way in 

which it might be able to help the Exe Valley Practice find a new home. 

 

 

Saturday Market 

The Saturday Market is held on the second Saturday morning of each month (except June) from 9.30, offering not 

only an opportunity to partake of the renowned ‘Big Breakfast’ but also to browse the numerous stalls providing 

exciting and varied products (including cakes, local meat, cards, jewellery, toiletries, plants, second-hand books 

and bric-a-brac) for sale at very reasonable prices.  If you haven’t visited the market recently you must come and 

experience what it has to offer and take the opportunity to meet people and have a chat. 

 

 

Saturday Market November Draw results 

      

1
st
 prize: Italian dinner: Lu Ashworth   

2
nd

 prize: Picture frame: Carol Pearn   

3
rd

 prize:  Chocolate Advent calendar: Barbara Uglow 

 

 

Your opportunity to become more involved in the Memorial Hall. 

The next meeting of the Hall Committee will be held on Wednesday 9 January.  If there is anything you would like 

to ask or tell the Committee, or if you would like to discuss joining the Committee to help make the hall a 

successful village community resource, or you wish to book the hall for an event or would just like to discuss how 

you might use the hall’s facilities, please contact any of the members of the Committee: Mike Shelton (Chair), 

Sarah Addicott, Di Baker, Roger Fieldhouse, Jeff Grace, Bob Hyde, Colin Marshall, Clare Roberts and Tony 

Woodhouse.   
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Notice Board  
 

 

 

Thorverton Church Consort Practice 
 
In the church from 7.45-9pm, Thursdays- 

December 6
th

 (Christmas II) 13
th

 (Christmas III) 

and 20
th

 (Christmas IV) 

Sunday December 23
rd

, 5pm Christmas Carol 

Service 

 

Thorverton Church Junior Consort Practices 

In school (except on December 17
th

) 

3.30-4.30pm on Mondays- 

Christmas practices December 3
rd

 and 10
th

 in 

school, 17
th

 in church finishing at 4.45 

 

Sunday December 23
rd

, 5pm in church, 

Christmas Carol Service 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Mum and Toddlers/Baby Group 

 

Held at the Memorial Hall, Thorverton  

 

every Wednesday morning 9.30-11.30 (term 

time) 

 

 cost £2.00 

 

 this includes a tea or coffee, a snack for your 

little one, toys, activities and friendly faces!  

 

If you want any further information please call 

Wendy Coles on 01392 860031 (Toddler Rep) 

  
 

 TAG  
Thorverton Art Group 

 

Fridays from 9:30 

@  

THORVERTON MEMORIAL HALL 
 

NEW MEMBERS WELCOME  

 
 

 

Thorverton Arts Exchange 
 

At Arts Exchange meetings we share our enthusiasms 

for writing, music, painting, film, craft etc. with one 

another.  Usually there is a theme to our choices, but 

occasionally an individual member will take 

responsibility for a whole evening. 

 

The meetings take place in members' homes on 

Thursdays at 8.00 pm. The next meetings are: 

      

Dec 12
th
 Free Choice Stable House 

(Wed) 

 

New members are always welcome. For further 

information contact Louise Page or Rob Purvis, 

Campion Cottage 860509. 
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Sylv & Anne’s 

CHATTER CAFÉ 

 

Will be CLOSED 
until 

March 25
th

 2013 

 

We would like to wish all our customers 

A very ‘Happy Christmas & New Year’ 

 
 

 

No venue for your party or conference?  

Want competitive prices with additional 

usages included?  Assurance that all 

electrics meet the required standards?  

Disabled access?  Disabled toilet? 

At 43ft deep and 20ft wide the WI Hut 

answers your need.  

 

Booking tel. no. 01392 860631 

 
Charity No. 229868 

  

Hospiscare Service of Light: 

All welcome to join us at the service to 

remember loved ones this Christmas.   

Our local service is:  7
th

 December (Friday) 

Tiverton - St Peter’s Church 7pm 

There is also the opportunity to enter your loved 

one’s name in the Book of Memories along with 

a dedication, The book will be available to view 

at the service and may be available to view in the 

church until 12
th

 night.  

From January 2013 the Book of Memories will 

be available to view all year in the Hospiscare 

Chapel. 

If you would like a form or to know more please 

contact Hospiscare on 01392 688020 or 

FRAdmin@hospiscare.co.uk 

 

Christmas tree festival 

 

Friday 7
th

 & Saturday 8
th

 December 

11am – 4pm 

St Mary's Church, Silverton  

Free entry. Donations to Children's Hospice 

Teas/coffees/yummy cakes available 

Thank you to our kind sponsors: 

Ark Chickens/dcs-print/Exe Valley 

Brewery/Flixx/Silverton Barber Shop/Spar-Gilletts/The 

Lamb Inn/The Silverton Inn/The Three Tuns 

 

 

mailto:FRAdmin@hospiscare.co.uk
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Flower arranging Classes 

 
I have had a number of requests for flower arranging 

classes.  If you are interested, please would you 

either email or phone me so that a time and date can 

be set for the first class.  Please leave your name and 

phone contact. 

 The classes would probably start next spring. 

 

 My email is elspeth@holmes-flowers.co.uk or phone 

01392 860535 

 

Support Poltimore House 
by purchasing the Poltimore Calendar 

2013 

£6.20 (postage included) 

 

 from Poltimore House, 

 Poltimore, Exeter, EX4 0AU 

 or phone 01392 248938 

 

 

   

 
 

 

Thorverton Post Office & TCT 

newsagents/stationers 

 

Quarry Car Park, Lynch Road 

Thorverton   01392 860455 

 

offering a very wide range of post office services, 

newspapers, magazines, stationery, posting and 

packing materials, laundry service, photocopying – 

service with a smile! 

 

Mon – Fri  9.00 – 5.30 (closed 1.00-2.00) 

Sat  9.00 – 12.00 

Sun 9.00 – 10.30   TCT paper shop only 
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Crediton Christmas Tree Festival 
Spectacular Tree Display  

 

The tenth Crediton Christmas Tree Festival will take 

place at Crediton Parish Church from Thursday 6
th
 

December until Sunday 9
th
 December.  The festival 

will be open on the Thursday and Friday from 11am 

– 6pm, Saturday 10.30am – 7pm and Sunday 2 – 

5pm.   Over 70 decked and illuminated trees, ranging 

in height from 3 to 20 feet and decorated by local 

charities, children’s groups, individuals, 

organisations and local schools will fill the church.   

The display down the length of the church will be 

especially spectacular as the natural light begins to 

fade from mid afternoon onwards.  Both admission 

and parking will be  free and refreshments will be 

available in the nearby Boniface Centre.  As added 

attractions there will be stalls selling a wide range of 

items, an exhibition of photos staged by the Crediton 

Photography Club and tours of the church available 

twice daily (once on Sunday). 

 

On the Saturday evening there will be a concert in the 

church starting at 7.30pm.  The concert will be a mix 

of music from the Ad Hoc singers, classical guitarist 

David Cottam, the Rector and his talented musical 

family and carols with audience participation to 

round off the evening at approximately 9.30pm. 

Admission is £6 adult and under 16 free. Light 

refreshments will be available during the interval.  

For further information please contact the event 

organiser Glenda Hills, Tel: 01363 773669 or email: 

glenda.hills@yahoo.co.uk or visit 

www.creditonparishchurch.org.uk. The funds raised 

at this event go towards the ongoing upkeep and 

restoration of this Grade1 listed building.  

 

 
 

Exeter Philharmonic Choir                                                   
Wednesday December 12 and  

Thursday December 13th 
Exeter Cathedral at 7.30 p.m. 

 

Exeter Philharmonic Choir with Triumph Brass 

Carols in the Cathedral 

 

01392 499211 for more details 

 

Christmas Craft Evening 

Come and join us on 

Friday 7th December, 7.30pm 

@ pre-school 

and get creative - make yourself a 

beautiful holly wreath, table centre or 

festive decorations! Tickets are £5 and 

include a glass of wine and nibbles. Oasis 

rings, candles and other accessories will 

be on sale on the night. Please bring along 

some greenery, holly, ivy, fir, berries, fir 

cones etc to share. 

 Tickets are on sale now from pre-school 

– 01392 861707 or email 

thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com  (we 

need an idea of numbers) - hope to see 

you there! 

 

         

FREE NORDIC WALKING TASTER 

SESSION 

Fiona Swan, Nordic Walking UK instructor is 

offering free 45min taster sessions at National 

Trust Killerton on Monday 3rd Dec 10.a.m.  

For other locations across Devon go to 

 www.nordicwalkingdevon.co.uk 

To reserve your place contact Fiona on 07531 

729383, Fiona@nordicwalkingdevon.co.uk 

 

Diamond Jubilee Christmas Lunch  
   

VERY IMPORTANT NOTICE 
 

It will be on Sunday 2nd December  
(12.30 for 1) 

 
If you have spoken to any of us you will already be 

aware of this! 
 

If you have not booked your place at the table please 
ring 

Sallie 860681, Sue 860381, Natasha 860043 or Lou 
860131. 

mailto:glenda.hills@yahoo.co.uk
http://www.creditonparishchurch.org.uk/
mailto:thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com
http://www.nordicwalkingdevon.co.uk/
mailto:Fiona@nordicwalkingdevon.co.uk
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 Marie Curie Cancer Care 

Meldon Viaduct Abseil – 

 Sunday 24th March 2013 

 

Abseil from the historic Meldon Viaduct, a Victorian 

wrought and cast iron structure which spans a 

wooded valley high on Dartmoor. At over 120 feet 

the abseil will be a true classic – only for the 

adventurous! With a spectacular birds eye views over 

the picturesque setting of Dartmoor this is one abseil 

not to be missed! 

  

No previous experience is necessary, only a sense of 

adventure! 

  

Registration is £10 and everyone who abseils is asked 

to raise £100 in sponsorship. All money raised from 

this event will mean more hours of Marie Curie 

nursing care in your local community, to patients and 

their families when it is needed the most. 

  

You must be at least 16 years to take part and anyone 

under the age of 18 years must gain permission from 

a parent or guardian. 

  

Places are limited to apply early to avoid 

disappointment. For more information call Matt 

on01884 703536 or email 

waleswestevents@mariecurie.org.uk

 

 

 

 

 

Thorverton Parish Church 

 

CAROL SINGING AROUND THE VILLAGE 
 

Wednesday, 19th December  – 7.00p.m. 
 

Do come and join us - and for mince pies and punch afterwards 

 
Meet in The Berry 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:waleswestevents@mariecurie.org.uk
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CALLING ALL SINGERS 

 

Christmas is coming! 

 

Thorverton Church Carol Service is on Sunday, December 23
rd

 at 5 p.m. 
 

Would you like to join the church choir for the Christmas Carol Service? 

 

There will be 4 practices in church on:- Thursdays, November 29
th
, December 6

th
, 13

th
 and 20

th
 from 7.45 to 9pm 

 

Please come to them all if you possibly can. A warm welcome awaits you, enthusiasm is the only requirement – 

there are no auditions.   We will be learning some new carols and of course, the old favourites will be included. 

For more information please contact: 

 Mary Thomas, 01392 860730 mary @one the glebe.eclipse .co.uk or Heather Kershaw, 01392  860419 

 

It would be helpful if you would let one of us know if you are coming then we know how many carol books to get 

out. We always have a good sing and hope to continue the tradition of a full house, lusty singing and a meaningful 

contribution to our village celebrations. 

 

FOR THE YOUNGER SINGERS 

 

The younger members of the Christmas choir (years 2 to 8) have their own practices.  They will be on Mondays, 

November 26th, December 3rd and 10th from 3.30 to 4.30 p.m. in school and December 17th from 3.30 to 4.45 

p.m. in church.  Years 7 and 8 can join us when they get back from school around 4 p.m. (these 2 years can join 

the senior choir if they prefer). 

Please contact either Mary or Heather (as above) if you would like any more information.  We will have our 

traditional candlelit procession and sing a carol by ourselves as well as joining with the senior choir. 

 

EVERYONE IS WELCOME – COME AND ENJOY A GOOD SING 
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OPERASPEKE 
presents 

A Champagne Gala Showing 
On a BIG SCREEN Monitor of 

 

Gilbert and Sullivan’s 

HMS PINAFORE 
Tuesday 11 Dec 2012 at 

7pm 
Heron Court,  BRAMPFORD SPEKE 

(opposite the church) 
Supper during the interval 
Bring a plate and a bottle 

Please phone David and Jane  
on 01392 841770 

to book a seat. 

 

  

 

A night of world music with 
Amadou Diagne and Griselda 
Sanderson   
Wednesday 27th February 2013  

The Red Lion Inn, Shobrooke 
 
Following on the sell out success 
of Shobrooke Arts and Crafts first 
live music event, we are delighted 
to present an evening of world 
music from this outstanding duo.  

 

 

Rude Awakening 
 

will be playing in 

 

The Thorverton Arms 

on 

 

New Year's Eve 
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Silverton & Thorverton Link up 
 

Voluntary Service Group to both Surgeries in 

both Villages. 
 

I give below a revised list of LINK-UP drivers for 

the residents of Silverton and Thorverton:- 
 

John Kiely  861545; Shaun Fitzpatrick 

860972;  Eric Newton 860082; Margaret 

Clough 860971; Trish Barron 860401; Ann 

Sobczak 881121; Doreen Beer 860731; 

Stephen Roach 861042; Mary Smith 

861916 
 

The LINK-UP service is designed to take the elderly 

or disabled into the surgery or to hospitals either in 

Exeter or Tiverton. If you have an appointment you 

can approach any of the drivers for a lift, giving them 

as much notice as possible. There is no fee for this 

service but should you wish to make a donation into 

the LINK-UP funds, your driver will be pleased to 

accept your contribution on the completion of your 

journey. 
 

For those of you living in Stoke Canon you can 

obtain a lift to your Health Centre by telephoning 

Mrs Val King on 01392 841580 
 

Stan Chilcott MBE, LINK-UP Co-ordinator. 

Telephone 860656;  Jenny Roach, Treasurer. 

Telephone 861042 

 

 

Not the village shop 

Thorverton village car park  

Christmas/New Year Opening Hours 

Monday 24th December  8.30-1 pm 

Christmas Day   Closed 

Boxing Day    Closed 

Thursday 27th December  Closed 

Friday 28th December  8.30-1 pm 

Saturday 29th December  8.30-12.00 

Sunday 30th December  Closed 

Monday 31st December  8.30-1 pm 

Tuesday 1st January   Closed 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday 2nd January  8.30-1 pm 

Thursday 3rd January  8.30-1 pm 

Friday 4th January   8.30-1 pm 

Saturday 5th January  8.30-12.00 

To be sure we have what you need over  

Christmas and New Year, please place 

orders at the shop for cream, milk and 

bread from Monday 17th December to 

Wednesday 2nd January by 1pm on Friday 

14th December.  

Don’t forget that we can also order you 

fresh sausage meat, or any fresh meat from 

AJ Co, Crediton, for collection on Fridays or 

Saturdays. Just place the order by 1pm on 

Thursdays. 

    Stephen and Allison          
invite you to their simple, traditional  

Christmas Lunch Table 

at the 

THORVERTON ARMS 
on Christmas Day 

 

The bar will be open from 12 noon and 

will close to the public at 2 pm,  

when lunch will be served: 

A selection of canapés 

Roast Exe Valley turkey, 
roast beef, or chestnut & mushroom pie(V) 

served with all the trimmings 

Family recipe Christmas pudding 
or mulled wine jelly and mince pie 

Tea/coffee   
 

£20 per person/£10 for under 12s 
 

Please book by 19th December with a  

£5 deposit per person. 

We are able to offer a delicious and 

convivial Christmas Day meal at this price 

because we will not be charging for our 

labour. If you are able to add some extra 

when you book to be sent as a donation to 

St Petroc’s to help those who are homeless 

in Exeter this Christmas, please do.  

                                             
 

Thorverton Arms, Thorverton, EX5 5NS 

01392 860205 

info@thethorvertonarms.co.uk 
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Silverton & Exe Valley Seniors 
December/January Newsletter 

 
 
The Club welcomes membership from anyone over 

50 living in Silverton and the Exe Valley villages.  

There are monthly Coffee Mornings, Whist, Outings 

and two Club Holidays a year.  Whilst we are now 

coming to the end of the 2012 programme (see 

details below) we will be announcing a varied and 

interesting programme of events for members in 

2013 at the January Coffee Morning on 22nd 

January (this will also be on our website: sevs.info) 

 

WHIST: MONDAY 10th DECEMBER 

There is only one Whist Afternoon this month on 

Monday 10th December at St Mary’s Church Hall 

Silverton commencing at 2:00 PM.  Entrance fee 

£2 includes a raffle ticket, tea/coffee, mince pies 

and of course prizes and lots of fun.  Do come 

along, it is easy to learn and helps to keep the 

brain active! 

 

CHRISTMAS COFFEE MORNING: TUESDAY 18TH 

DECEMBER 

Our Christmas Coffee Morning will be held on 

Tuesday 11th December between 1000—1130 at 

St Mary’s Church Hall Silverton.  There will be 

mince pies, mulled wine, tea or coffee, Christmas 

raffle and a Christmas Dinner Draw. Entrance £1. 

Please do come along and bring your friends. 

Everyone welcome. 

  

WEDNESDAY 19th DECEMBER:     CHRISTMAS 

LUNCH 

We are again returning to the Waie Inn Zeal 

Monachorum for our Christmas meal and outing.  A 

short journey by coach from the Exe Valley (45 

minutes) to enjoy an excellent three-course meal with 

coffee and mints and to relax in a convivial pre-

Christmas atmosphere.  Our Coach leaves Silverton 

at 1100, Ruffwell Inn 1105, Rewe 1108, Stoke Canon 

1110.  Inclusive cost £22. Deadline for advance 

bookings to the Secretary is Monday 3
rd

 December. 

DATES FOR YOUR 2013 DIARIES 

The January Coffee Morning will be on Tuesday 

22nd January.   

The Club’s AGM will be on Tuesday 19th February 

commencing at 11:00 AM (this is followed by an 

optional Buffet Lunch £3).   

Whist afternoons commencing at 2:00 PM will be 

on January 7th & 21st.   

All the above events will be held at St Mary’s 

Church Hall Silverton. 

 

If you are interested in any of the above events or 

would like to join the Club please contact Martin 

Clough Club Secretary 38 Hederman Close Silverton 

EX5 4HW telephone 01392 860971 (e-mail: 

martin.mcassoc@btconnect.com) 
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Parish Church Services and News  

 

December 2012 SERVICES & INFORMATION 

The Netherexe Parishes - A Mission Community in the Diocese of Exeter  

 

Sunday 2 December 2012   Advent 1 
 

09:00 am Holy Communion,  [C]  Upton Pyne  DD 

10:00 am Service With A Smile    ☺ Brampford Speke   Lay-Led  

10:00 am Holy Communion   [C] Poltimore    SS 

10:00 am Service of The Word & Toy Service  Stoke Canon   Lay-Led  

10:00 am Family Service & Holy Communion  [C] Thorverton   DC & DD 
 Advent Wreaths 

11:15 am Holy Communion & Baptism [C] Rewe  JD 
 Toy Service 
05:00 pm Evening Prayer  [BCP] Newton St Cyres  DD 

06:30 pm Evening Prayer  [BCP] Cadbury  JD 

 

Sunday 9 December 2012   Advent 2 
 

10:00 am Family Service & Holy Communion  [C] Newton St Cyres  JD 

10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Stoke Canon                        DD & Laura Ford 

11:00 am Joint Service  Thorverton Baptist Church   Baptist Officiant 
   Joint with Parish Church  

11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Upton Pyne  DC 

06:30 pm  Service of Lessons & Carols    Huxham   DC 

 

Sunday 16 December 2012 Advent 3 
 

08:00 am Holy Communion  [BCP] Thorverton          DD 

10:00 am Holy Communion   [C] Cadbury     DC 

11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Rewe  DD 

04:00 pm Service of The Word & Christingle  Poltimore  DC 

05:00 pm Holy Communion  [C] Stoke Canon  JD 

 

Monday 17 December 2012  
 

07:00 pm Service of Lessons & Carols   Netherexe DC 

 

Sunday 23 December 2012 Advent 4 
 

09:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Huxham   DD 

11:15 am Service of Lessons & Carols   Rewe Lay-Led  

04:00 pm Nativity Pageant  Upton Pyne  Lay-Led  

05:00 pm Service of Lessons & Carols   Thorverton  DD  

06:30 pm Service of Lessons & Carols  Cadbury DC 

06:30 pm Service of Lessons & Carols  Newton St Cyres                     Alan Simmonds 

06:30 pm Service of Lessons & Carols  Poltimore  JD 

 

Monday 24 December 2012 Christmas Eve 
 

04:00 pm Family & Crib Service  Stoke Canon                DD & Gwynneth Keehner 

11:00 pm Holy Communion  [C] Poltimore  DC 

11:00 pm Holy Communion  [C] Stoke Canon  JD 

 

Tuesday 25 December 2012 Christmas Day  
 

09:00 am Holy Communion     [BCP] Brampford Speke    DC 

10:00 am Service With A Smile  ☺ Brampford Speke  Lay-Led  

10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Cadbury   DD 

10:00 am Family Service & Holy Communion [C] Newton St Cyres           Michael & Sharon Simpson  

10:00 am Family Service & Holy Communion  [C] Thorverton   H Whitty 

10:30 am Family Service & Holy Communion  [C] Rewe SS 

11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Upton Pyne  JD 
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Sunday 30 December 2012   Sunday after Christmas  Mission Community Service 
 

10:00 am Holy Communion [C] Newton St Cyres   DD & JD 
 

Followed by Tea & Coffee 

 

 

 

Services in the Netherexe Parishes 
Your parish churches aim to provide a variety of service types to meet the needs of the whole community.  Most Sunday 

services except those early in the morning include hymns and music. Everyone is welcome at all services 

 

Service With A Smile  These Family Services are designed for all ages and with the needs  

Brampford Speke & Stoke Canon   of young children especially in mind.  They are informal and 

contemporary 

And Family Service Thorverton &  in style often including a children’s activity at the beginning; without  

Newton St Cyres   communion.  Services usually last about 35 minutes and are followed by 

refreshments. 

 

Holy Communion  [C] Traditional service in contemporary language [one hour] 

Holy Communion  [BCP] Traditional service in traditional language [one hour] 

Service of The Word  [SW]  Morning or Evening Service [without communion] in 

  contemporary language, often Lay-Led 

Morning Prayer  [BCP] Traditional Morning Service [Mattins] from the Book of 

  Common Prayer [about an hour] 

Evening Prayer or [BCP] Traditional Evening Service from the Book of Common 

Choral Evensong  Prayer [about an hour] 

 

Daily Morning & Evening Prayer in the Netherexe Parishes 
 

 

For daily services the format is generally Book of Common Prayer at Thorverton and Common Worship elsewhere, and the 

timing is about 20-30 minutes.  All are welcome. 

Morning Prayer is said on Mondays at 9.10pm in Stoke Canon church (during the school term, this takes the form of 

Collective Worship for Stoke Canon C. of E. School); on Tuesdays at 9.00am in Stoke Canon Chapel; In Thorverton at 7.30am 

on many weekdays and at 9.00am on Saturdays.  For a list of the days this month on which Morning Prayer will be said at 

Thorverton, please see the notice posted in the church porch at Thorverton and on the website [go to churches section then 

select Thorverton] 

Holy Communion [BCP] is celebrated on one Wednesday in each month at Thorverton at 9.30am; please see the notice in the 

church porch at Thorverton and on the website for this month’s date 

Evening Prayer is said on Tuesdays at 6.00pm in Rewe church and on Thursdays at 5.00pm in Newton St Cyres church. 

 

Variations:   Tues 25th Dec No Morning Prayer at Stoke Canon  

  Mon  31st Dec  No Collective Schools Worship at Stoke Canon  

 
Who’s Who …..? Abbreviations Key 

 

DD The Revd  Preb Douglas Dettmer Rector   01392 860332 

SS The Revd  Preb Sue Sheppard  Associate Minister 01392 841284 

JD The Revd  Julia Dallen   Assistant Curate 01392 861145  

DC The Revd  Dave Carrington   Assistant Curate 01392 841275 

 

Family Services of the Word marked ☺ are led by Lay Teams 

 

For more information about the Netherexe Parishes please see www.netherexe.org or contact: 

 

Mrs Margaret Lowe [Administrator] 

Tel: 07594 714590 - Tuesday & Thursday [08:30 – 16:30] 

Email: margaret.admin@netherexe.org 

Correspondence:  The Netherexe Parishes, PO Box 734, Stoke Canon, Exeter, EX5 4WP. 

 

In Touch:  Each month we publish details of all church services, events and activities in our information leaflet called “In 

Touch”.  It is free and printed copies can be found in all of our churches but it is also available on-line from our website at 

www.netherexe.org  or if you would prefer to receive a copy by email, simply send your details to our Administrator  

Margaret Lowe at margaret.admin@netherexe.org  and you will be added to the monthly email distribution list. 

http://www.netherexe.org/
mailto:margaret.admin@netherexe.org
http://www.netherexe.org/
mailto:margaret.admin@netherexe.org
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Would you like a lift to church?  May we offer you a lift to the parish church or to a joint service elsewhere?  

For transport to Sunday services  from locations in Thorverton parish, please ring Steve Rendell on 01392 

860780.   

For transport to weekday Holy Communion at Thorverton please ring Margaret Turner -Warwick on 01392 

861173 

For transport from locations in Newton St Cyres parish please contact Mrs Charlotte Dyer on 01392 851618 

For transport from Rewe parish please contact Guy Sheppard on 01392 841284 

 

Parish Letter 
What if....? 

 

At the end of the year we often take stock of the year 

that has passed with its good times and bad, its joys 

and its regrets.  Perhaps you have lost someone you 

love and so this year has not been a good one for you.  

Perhaps you are glad of a chance meeting which has 

resulted in a new friendship.  Perhaps family life has 

gone well, perhaps it has been difficult.  I sometimes 

stop and wonder what would have happened if....If I 

hadn’t spotted the advert for the first teaching job I 

got.....  If I hadn’t started volunteering at the youth 

club led by a certain young man who went on to 

become my husband.... If I hadn’t decided to offer to 

do a little bit more in my local church!  So often a 

chance event which could so easily have gone the 

other way ends up shaping a large part of our lives.  

At the time it might not have seemed earth shattering 

–but some chance meetings or events can deeply 

affect our lives.  

 

At this time of year I also begin to wonder what 

would have happened if a certain baby had not been 

born in a tiny village in a conquered and occupied 

country over 2000 years ago.  Laid in a manger by a 

young couple far from home and not really sure of 

what to do next, watching his little face and listening 

for his breathing as new parents do.  Who would 

have guessed that this event was in fact a crossing of 

paths, an intersection of the divine and the human, 

that this was the night in which God and humanity 

were connected in a wonderful and eternal way?  

Who would have guessed?  Perhaps his mother and 

father had a little inkling, perhaps the shepherds too 

and the wise men.  But even they could not have 

understood at that time the full implications of the 

true meaning of that swaddled babe lying in the 

animals’ feeding trough.  That baby is our living, 

breathing sign of the immeasurable love that God has 

had for all of us from the very beginning. 

 

Christmas is God’s living promise that we are never 

ever alone.  No matter where we are in life, no matter 

what has happened to us in the last year, no matter in 

what condition  we find ourselves, no matter how far 

we might stray away, God sent his only Son to save 

us and He will continue to love us for eternity.  We 

don’t have to wonder what would have happened if 

that baby had not been born because he was.  He was 

born in all his vulnerability into our history and our 

messy lives.  It is that birth that gift of gifts, we 

celebrate at Christmas.  God is with us.  Alleluia. 

 

I wish you all a joyous and peaceful Christmas 

season and a very happy, healthy and peace filled 

New Year. 

Sue Sheppard 

 

Leading Intercessions  Workshop 
 

A training workshop with Sue Sheppard for all those 

who currently lead intercessions in all The Netherexe 

Parishes  

or would like to help in this way. 

 

Rewe Church 

Saturday 26 January 2013 

2:00 - 4:00 pm 
 

Refreshments available 

 

Please contact Sue or Guy Sheppard  

for more details 01392 841284 

 

 

Thinking about Confirmation? 

 
Confirmation by the Bishop is an opportunity for a 

young person or adult to reaffirm the commitment 

made when he or she was baptized.  In the Church of 

England it is the usual point of entry to Holy 

Communion. 

Young people have often considered confirmation 

sometime around the age of eleven, and many still 

choose to be confirmed while in Year 6 or 7 at 

school.  Confirmation at any stage of adult life is now 

entirely usual in the Church of England—it is never 

too late. 

If you or a member of your family might be 

interested in confirmation, please contact one of the 

clergy in the Netherexe Parishes who would be very 

pleased to talk it over with you. 
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Those thinking about the possibility of confirmation 

are invited to meet for about a series of informal 

sessions to explore what Christian faith means today.  

A group for young people will be offered on Sunday 

afternoons for an hour starting in early February, 

with a view to confirmation at a special church 

service later in the spring 

 

Harvest Supper 
We are very pleased to report that the Harvest Supper 

held at the Memorial Hall on October 19
th
 was a great 

success. Feedback has been very positive and the 

event seems to have fulfilled the main aim of 

bringing the village together to celebrate this 

important time of the year. This year perhaps 

thanksgiving was particularly appropriate in view of 

the difficult growing conditions endured in order to 

bring in the harvest. 

 

In addition £438 has been added to church funds to 

help with the maintenance of the church in 

Thorverton. This was only made possible by the 

generosity of so many who gave food, raffle prizes, 

time and skills. Cooks, entertainers, servers and 

participants all played their part.  

 

Tina Ayre, Jean Brown and Helen Pope 

 

Baptist Church 
 

Grumpy old Scrooge or cheerful young Fred? 

 

Fred was Scrooge's  nephew, you remember the one 

who greeted the old miser with a joyful "Merry 

Christmas, uncle!  God save you" only to be rebuffed 

with a churlish  "Bah! Humbug!"  It has long been 

my practice to read "A Christmas Carol" at this 

season every year.  It contains so many memorable 

passages.  There is the encounter between Scrooge 

and Marley's ghost, for example.  In response to 

Scrooge's question as to why he is fettered, the ghost 

replies: "I wear the chain I forged in life.. I made it 

link by link and yard by yard.". Then he points out 

that Scrooge too bears a "ponderous chain", though it 

is invisible to his eyes. What a reminder of the fact 

that all through our lives we make choices and 

decisions that may have eternal consequences. Not 

that we are doomed to forge a chain; in any case, one 

of my favourite hymns says: 

"My chains fell off, my heart was free.  I rose, went 

forth and followed thee." 

  

 

And who could ever forget that scene of Christmas 

dinner in the home of the Cratchit family?  What a 

goose and what a pudding!  And Tiny Tim with his 

little crutch and his iron frame, reminding the whole 

family by his very presence that "a little Child shall 

lead them."  And the new Scrooge after his ghostly 

adventures, no longer a grasping old skinflint but 

transformed into a benevolent gentleman on his way 

to church on Christmas morning and stopping to pat 

children on the head and talk to beggars.  The Bible 

does talk about a change, though it is not one brought 

about by nocturnal visitors but rather by one who 

"came down to earth from heaven."  Remember 

Dickens was rather deficient in the theology 

department. 

 

After church Scrooge does end up accepting the 

longstanding invitation to his nephew's home where 

he receives the warmest of welcomes.  Fred had 

earlier spoken in regard to Christmas of "the 

veneration due to its sacred name and origin".  In that 

he spoke truly. For though it is indeed a "kind, 

forgiving, charitable, pleasant time" - and may it be 

all of those to you - it is essentially when we think of 

the coming of the Christ-child into the world: 

 

"Love came down at Christmas, Love all lovely, love 

divine." 

 

It is an incredible truth, a story prophesied by sages 

of old, that when the time had fully come, God sent 

his Son into the World. 

 

"Veiled in flesh the Godhead see, Hail the incarnate 

Deity." 

 

We at the Baptist Chapel would like to convey to all 

the readers of Focus our best wishes for a very Happy 

Christmas and to invite you most warmly to our 

activities at this season: Friday 21st Dec. at 3 pm, 

Carols, Readings & Mince Pies; Sunday 23rd Dec. at 

10.30 (note earlier time) Carol Service followed by 

coffee. 

 

And so, as Tiny Tim observed, God Bless Us, Every 

One! 

 

Maurice Harrison   

  

Ladies Group 
December 6

th
 (please note –not the usual Thursday): 

Meeting at Claire’s (Southbrook, The Green) at 7-

30pm when Elspeth will be demonstrating Christmas 

Flower Decorations. 

 

Please Bring: 2x Medium Size Silver or White 

Baubles; Handful of Conifer; 2x Medium Size White 

Roses; Scissors on the night for your decoration.   

 

Phyllis Langdon 
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Thorverton Co-operative Trust 
Ltd 
Supporting Thorverton Post Office 

 

We now have in stock plenty of postage and packing 

materials for Christmas as well as tasteful and 

reasonably priced wrapping paper, gift tags and cards 

– most of our Christmas cards are sold in aid of 

Hospiscare. Last year we sold £400 worth of cards 

for this charity.  We are also collecting used postage 

stamps in aid of Hospiscare so do save yours 

especially over the Christmas period please. 

 

There will be a TCT/PO stall at the Big Breakfast 

Saturday market again, on December 8
th
 so please 

visit us there. 

 

If you are not already a member of TCT, then do 

consider joining up - £5 pa.  This could be one of 

your New Year resolutions! Forms are available at 

the post office. 

 

And finally it seems that some customers have been 

surprised recently to learn that they can withdraw 

cash at the PO.  More banks are now cooperating 

with PO Ltd so do ask to see if you can access your 

account there.  

 

Season’s Greetings from the TCT Council 

and Thorverton PO. 
Heather Kershaw 

 

 

I Don’t Believe It 
The Oxford English Dictionary has shown 

impeccable timing in announcing omnishambles as 

their UK word of the year 2012 - at the same time as 

the elections for Police and Crime Commissioners.  

 

Having recently eaten at a couple of nice 

pub/restaurants I have one main complaint. Why 

can’t food be served on a plate? Serving a steak in a 

deep sided soup bowl is ridiculous. Equally 

problematic is eating a filled bap and chunky chips 

from a slice of a 100 year old tree. It all looks pretty 

when it arrives, but you either have to use your knife 

like a dagger to cut the steak, or you miss half the 

conversation chasing your hand cut chips in sea salt 

around the table. Serving desserts on a roofing slate 

is little better, as most of your crème anglais and wild 

berry coulis remains on the slate for the dishwasher 

to enjoy. 

 

I do like it when an organisation goes that extra foot 

to personalise their letter to you. Recently I received 

a letter from a High Street Bank thanking me for 

switching to them – I’ve banked with them since 

1961. 

 

And finally – on a recent flight the pilot welcomed us 

on board and asked us to put down our newspapers 

and give the safety briefing our full attention – pity 

the cabin crew couldn’t find the music “off” button 

so that we could hear the briefing.     

  

   Commentator  

 

Golf Society 
 

Golfer’s Society Of Thorverton 

 

Sunday 28
th

 October, 2012 

 

A second outing on the back nine at Newton Golf 

saw everyone struggle for good scores. The winner 

was Chris Harlow with 16 pts, and a one shot 

handicap cut, followed by Jim Chappelle on 14 and 

John Mann with 13. Jim it was who contributed the 

Donna-Y moment, or rather sequence of moments, as 

he contrived to miss five short putts, just three of 

which would have seen him win the day had they 

dropped. 

 

Saturday 10
th

 November, 2012 

 

At long last the final of the Summer Matchplay 

Knockout Cup was played. Ironically, the sunny 

morning was far more typical of a summer’s day than 

most of the days during what we all assume was 

summer. The finalists were Chris Harlow and Geoff 

Bulley, the latter conceding three shots to his 

younger opponent based on their handicaps at the 

start of the competition in May. 

 

The first four holes were a roller-coaster for both 

players. Chris won the 1
st
 with a five, net four; Geoff 

won the 2
nd

 after Chris plunged his ball into a hairy 

mound; Chris won the 3
rd

, a scrappy affair that saw 

both players fail to make par, Geoff’s bogey putt 

lipping out; the 4
th
 went to Geoff as Chris also lipped 

out. 

 

It was at the 5
th
 that the first decisive move came. 

Chris lost his tee shot on another hairy mound while 

Geoff made steady progress to reach the green in 

three. Chris, having played three from the tee, 

chipped and hit the flag for what would have been a 

six, net five, but Geoff stayed calm and two-putted 

from 25 feet to win the hole. At the 6
th
 Chris was 

again in trouble off the tee as his shot sailed into the 

adjoining field. Geoff was on in two and Chris 

conceded the hole. The 7
th
, where Chris received his 

third shot advantage, also saw him lose his tee shot. 
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However a good provisional and chip & putt saw him 

down in five, net four, to halve the hole, leaving 

Geoff two up with two to play. 

 

The 8
th
 saw a superb tee shot from Chris, followed by 

a pitch to just short of the green from where he 

chipped in for birdie, leaving Geoff open-mouthed, 

but still one up, one to play. Not for long though as 

both players struggled into the wind down the par 

five 9
th
 where Chris putted out for a six to take the 

match into a tenth hole, the first again where Chris 

had a shot in hand. 

 

Two good tee shots were followed by two good 

seconds to just short of the green. Geoff pitched to 

within 6 feet of the pin while Chris was faced with a 

difficult shot from rough below his feet. The ball 

came out hot, skidded across the green and down the 

bank at the far end. From there Chris fluffed his chip 

back into an unplayable position. Having to play his 

6
th
 shot from off the green, with Geoff close in three, 

Chris conceded to leave Geoff as the 2012 

Champion. 

 

In a statement to your golf correspondent, who 

watched every shot, Geoff recognised that the match 

had been what a final should be with both players 

having chances and the result being in doubt until the 

last shots of an extra hole. However, he admitted that 

Rory McIlroy will probably not feel his position in 

world golf to be under threat. In accepting the fine 

trophy the winner also expressed his thanks to the 

organising committee for cutting his handicap by two 

shots. 

 

Sunday 11
th

 November, 2012 

 

Ten players turned out on another sunny morning and 

stood in silence at 11am to remember those who have 

fallen in the service of their country. There was a 

familiar look to the winner’s rostrum as Chris Harlow 

once again prevailed, although the very wet 

conditions made scoring difficult. His 15 pts, with 

another one shot cut, was two clear of joint runners-

up Jim Chappelle and Geoff Bulley. 

 

There were two clear nominations for the Donna-Y 

moment. Young Ben Thomas endured one of those 

moments normally associated with much older chaps 

as he stood on the 8
th
 tee explaining to his group that 

he was sure he had picked up his ball at the 7
th
 but 

couldn’t find it. A few moments later came the 

realisation that the apparently itinerant object was 

actually nestling in his left hand along with the grip 

of his chosen club. To his great credit Ben did not let 

this upset his swing as he outdrove two of his three 

partners, dad Peter being the exception. And on the 

9
th
 he showed how he can play as he recorded a par 

on the 480 yard hole. However, pride of Donna-Y 

place went, as it often does, to Phil Beasley whose 

chip to the 9
th
 green flew off the leading edge of his 

wedge and proceeded missile-like across the car park 

never to be seen again. 

 

Don’t forget, there are two Sunday events each 

month. If you can swing a club and hit a ball with it, 

why not join in the fun. All are welcome. Details at 

The Exeter. 

 

G.S. Potter 

 

Legal Eagle 
Fraud has been much in the news of late. In France, a 

British-based fraudster was jailed for eight years for 

persuading an aristocratic family to pay him in excess 

of £3m to save them from ‘an ancient masonic plot‘. 

Closer to home, Margaret Moran the former MP for 

Luton South was found guilty in her absence of 

fraudulently claiming more than £60,000 in expenses. 

Ms Moran will not, however, face jail after a judge 

ruled that she was mentally unfit to face trial. Then 

we have the case of Emma La Garde from Stroud 

who shaved her son’s head and forced him to go to 

school in a wheelchair so that she could claim he had 

cancer. Ms La Garde received over £85,900 in 

benefits, including a car. The judge at Gloucester 

Crown Court jailed Ms La Garde for three years and 

nine months after she admitted eight charges of 

fraud, one of cruelty to her son and one of forging a 

doctor’s letter. 

 

This month we will turn our attention to Sections 3 

and 4 of the Fraud Act 2006. 

 

S3 provides for the offence of fraud by failing to 

disclose information. The essence of the offence is 

that a person dishonestly fails to disclose to another 

person information which he is under a legal duty to 

disclose and intends by failing to disclose the 

information to make a gain for himself or another, or 

to cause loss to another or to expose another to the 

risk of loss. 

 

The case of Frith [1990] provides an example of the 

conduct caught by s3. A consultant deceived a 

hospital by failing to inform the hospital that certain 

patients were private patients. 

 

How then might the legal duty to disclose arise?  A 

duty may arise as a result of the express or implied 

terms of a contract, as a result of  a stautory provision 

e.g., under the Consumer Insurance (Disclosure 

and Representations) Act 2012, from the fact that 

the transaction in question is one of utmost good 

faith, from the custom of a particular trade or market; 
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or from the existence of a fiduciary relationship 

between the parties. 

 

The question of whether or not a person acts 

dishonestly will be determined by the application of 

the Ghosh test which we looked at earlier when 

discussing theft. It will be recalled that the conduct of 

the accused must be dishonest according to the 

standards of reasonable and honest people; the 

objective test, and the accused must be aware that his 

conduct would be regarded as dishonest according to 

those standards; the subjective test. 

 

The terms ‘Gain‘ and ‘loss‘ extend only to gain or 

loss in money or other property and may be 

temporary or permanent. ‘Gain‘ includes keeping 

what one has, as well as a gain by getting what one 

does not have. ‘Loss‘ includes a loss by not getting 

what one might get, as well as a loss by parting with 

what one has. 

 

S4 provides for the offence of fraud by abuse of 

position. A person will be guilty of an offence under 

this section if he occupies a position in which he is 

expected to safeguard, or not to act against, the 

financial interests of another person and he 

dishonestly abuses that position intending by the 

abuse to make a gain for himself or another, or to 

cause loss to another or to expose another to a risk of 

loss. 

 

The section further provides that a person may be 

regarded as having abused his position even though 

his conduct consisted of an omission rather than an 

act. 

 

Whether there is a position which is capable of abuse 

is a question of law for the judge. Obvious examples 

are a professional person and his/her client, 

employee/employer; trustee and beneficiary. 

 

The case of Rashid [1977] (although the accused was  

probably wrongly acquitted due to a misdirection by 

the judge to the jury), may be used to illustrate the 

impact of s4. Rashid, a British Rail steward served to 

passengers sandwiches that he had made himself 

claiming that they were British Rail sandwiches. He 

was charged under s15 Theft Act 1968 with obtaining 

property, namely the payment for the sandwiches, by 

deception. The prosecution was required to show that 

the deception resulted in the obtaining of the 

property. Rashid was acquitted becuase the court 

found that the passengers did not care whether the 

sandwiches were his or Bristish Rail’s. 

Circumstances such as this, if they were to occur 

today on say, Virgin Crosscountry or First Great 

Western would result in a successful prosecution 

under s4. 

 

A more recent case where circumstances envisaged 

by the s4 provisions are clearly evident is DPP –v- 

Gohill & Others [2007].The accused worked for a 

tool and plant hire company. The company policy 

was that if hired equipment was returned to the store 

within two hours of being hired, because it was faulty 

or because incorrect equipment had been chosen, no 

fee was charged. On a number of occasions the 

acuused allowed non-faulty and correctly selected 

equipment to be returned within two hours. The 

customers then tipped the accused £5 or £10. The 

accused altered the computer records to show that the 

equipment had been faulty or wrongly selected. The 

magistrates acquitted the accused on the bais that 

reasonable and honest people would not have seen 

the accused’s actions as dishonest. The Court of 

Appeal held that this decision was perverse. The case 

was remitted to the magistrates for consideration of 

the second limb of Ghosh. 

 

Next month, Obtaining services dishonestly. 

 

May I take this opportunity to wish all readers a very 

happy and peaceful Christmas. 

 

Clive Hamblin. 

 

 

Women’s Institute 
As we didn’t have a speaker at our Nov. meeting the 

time was spent discussing the Christmas Market, next 

year’s programme and fund raising events.  After a 

cup of tea we had a quiz that Paddy had brought 

along, a lot of seedpods, leaves etc that she had found 

in her garden. 

Guessing which plant they came from was not easy. 

 

Thank you to everyone who attended the recent quiz 

night, which was a great success. 

 

Our next meeting is on Dec 4
th
 and our Dec market is 

on Dec 15th  

Please note: This is the market is the THIRD SAT, 

NOT our usual 4
th
 Sat. 

 

‘Merry Christmas to you all’ from every one at the 

WI 

 

June Lee   

Nature Notes 
There was an abrupt change in temperature from mild 

to cold from 27
th
 October. Recent Red Admiral, 

Small Tortoiseshell and Comma butterfly sightings 

stopped. Since then, on the odd day when the sun 

shines a butterfly may be glimpsed. On 30
th
 October I 
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saw a late sighting of a Speckled Wood, a butterfly 

that will not normally appear again until April.  

 

A queen Hornet was spotted flying on 29
th
 October. 

Old queens, males and worker hornets die in autumn 

but newly mated summer born female hornets 

become new queens and hibernate during winter. 

Hornets may be found hibernating in holes in fences 

or trees or if gained entry indoors, may be found 

hanging from rafters and curtains.      

 

I have a hibernating Small Tortoiseshell butterfly on 

a plant pot holder in the hallway. Our hallway is 

reasonably cool so I hope the butterfly will remain 

undisturbed throughout the winter, otherwise it will 

need to be moved to a shed or similar outbuilding. 

Many years ago I attended a function at the Manor 

House Hotel, Moretonhampstead, now known as 

Bovey Castle. The large room we were using must 

have been unoccupied for a while, for there appeared 

against the inside of the windows around twenty 

Small Tortoiseshells aroused out of hibernation by 

the warmth within the room. 

 

At the very bottom of the garden I recently 

discovered a dead fox. I don’t know why it died; I 

didn’t get that close to have a look. It was in an early 

state of decay but had been there no more than a few 

days. Most of the year male and female foxes live 

apart but any time now foxes will be starting their 

night time calling to attract a mate.  

 

At the end of October I saw a Hedgehog in the 

garden but last year saw none. This prompted me to 

check out the results of Devon Wildlife Trust 2011 

Hedgehog survey. I have picked out a few points 

from the survey and for full details go to 

http://www.devonwildlifetrust.org/help-the-

hog/?gclid=CNvS5O7RvLMCFePHtAodSSAA3A 

 

Hedgehogs were seen in more than one in three of 

Devon gardens but owners of one in four gardens had 

never seen a hedgehog. Five out of ten owners of 

urban gardens saw a hedgehog compared to 3 out of 

10 with rural gardens. One in four gardens had 

hedgehog visits in previous years but none in 2011. 

The overall opinion is the hedgehog population in 

Devon is struggling. 

 

A Jay is occasionally heard in woodland and rarely 

seen due to its shy nature, but this autumn the Jay 

was seen in flight during any walk or car journey you 

took and if you were lucky it might be spied carrying 

off an acorn. I read an article in The Western 

Morning News that stated the Jay was likely to be 

seen in gardens this autumn, on the lookout for food 

due to the poor acorn crop this year.  

There are some interesting fungi around, many of 

which I cannot identify. Two that are easy to identify 

are Stinkhorn and Witches’ Butter. You can usually 

smell Stinkhorn Phallus impudicus before you see it 

and its name is a good clue to what it looks like. 

Witches’ Butter Tremella mesenterica is a common 

jelly fungus of a bright yellow or orange colour. You 

can be guaranteed to see it on dead branches of gorse 

this time of year. 

  

Keep a look out for interesting bird sightings. There 

are many reports already of birds coming south to 

find new food sources. Two websites that show up to 

date sightings are Cornwall Birding and Devon 

Birdwatching & Preservation Society. The Devon 

Birdwatching & Preservation Society also reports in 

its website of a Waxwing sighting at Salcombe this 

November. 

 Jenny Garne  

 
In the September Focus I included in Nature Notes a piece 

written by Mike Lee on the true story of four baby 

Chaffinches whose nest was in a fork-lift truck that started 

off in Weston-super-Mare and ended up in Exeter. Mike 

has since written the Weston Daily Tweet which is a funny 

take on the story plus more.   Jenny Garne 

 

 

Weston Daily Tweet 
 
18/07/2012  10 seeds 

 Editor M Lee  

Youngsters Daring Escape to Devon  

 

News has just reached us that four baby chaffinches 

have made it across the border into Devon in a daring 

escape. 

 

We understand their nest had been built in the axle of 

a fork lift truck. The fork lift was put on the back of a 

lorry and they kept their heads down and no-one saw 

them.  

 

They crossed the border, using the M5, about 10.30 

in the morning and reached Exeter. As they were 

getting ready to leave the nest they were spotted and 

immediately arrested, put in a cage and they will be 

up in front of the beak in the morning. 

 

They are too young to be prosecuted as illegal 

immigrants. We are expecting them to be released. 

Our reporter Sidney Starling flew in to speak to their 

mother. Outside a café, where they shared a crisp on 

the pavement, she said “I am glad the boys made it. 

As Weston is no place to bring up youngsters today. 

It’s full of black -headed gulls. These gangsters wear 

balaclavas and they all look the same. Me and my 

http://www.devonwildlifetrust.org/help-the-hog/?gclid=CNvS5O7RvLMCFePHtAodSSAA3A
http://www.devonwildlifetrust.org/help-the-hog/?gclid=CNvS5O7RvLMCFePHtAodSSAA3A
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husband were outside the amusements a few weeks 

ago, minding our own business and eating a chip. 

One came at us, knocking us into the road and stole 

our chip. That’s when we decided to try and get our 

kids out of here before it’s too late and we started to 

plan their escape”. 

 

Our reporter also spoke to Chief Inspector Crow. He 

said “we are all having problems with the black-

heads and we are trying to squeeze them out. I have 

put a lot more magpies on the street and they are 

eating all the spare food and trying to starve the back-

heads out of town, encouraging them to go 

somewhere else”.  

 

Chief Inspector Crow also said “it is against the law 

to cross the border without a passport. We have 

increased the number of sparrowhawks to patrol the 

skies. This is our flying squadron, who has been 

trained to fly at high speed around the border at 

Taunton Deane. Yesterday we stopped a Tesco lorry 

and found 25 sparrows disguised as frozen chicken – 

they were sent straight back to Somerset”.  

 

Hard Times 

John Daw, our local councillor, met Mr & Mrs P 

John living in a wheelie bin at the back of the chippie 

and asked them “why are they living there”?  They 

replied “we are unemployed at the moment and don’t 

qualify for higher perches”. 

 

Dramatic Rescue 

Jasmine Mallard, the well known model and film star 

is recuperating at Weston beach after a filming 

incident at Shobrooke pond in Devon, whilst starring 

in her new film ‘Ponds and Puddles’. She slipped off 

a log and hit a rock, hurting her wing and she is 

unable to fly for about six weeks. 

 

Yesterday after lunch, she decided to take a stroll on 

the beach. Not realising how far the tide goes out at 

Weston, she walked too far out and the tide turned 

and she was cut off. She couldn’t fly back because of 

her damaged wing which was in a sling and was 

unable to swim due to a strong wind. She had a spot 

of luck when a piece of driftwood floated past and 

managed to drag herself onto it.  

 

Jasmine’s agent Mr D Mandarin realised she hadn’t 

returned from her walk and called the Coastguard 

who called out the hovercraft from Brean Sands. In a 

search that lasted for more than three hours, they 

found her two miles offshore. She was suffering from 

sea sickness and was very cold, but was given a dry 

sling and some stale bread and she made a full 

recovery.  

 

Deep Sleep 

Mrs Wagtail flew in to Weston yesterday for a day 

out. Feeling a bit tired after a long flight, she stopped 

on a post at the seafront. She put some seeds in the 

meter and had a sleep. When she woke up she 

discovered her foot had been clamped. She had 

stopped on a resting post and she should have used a 

roosting post if she needed to sleep. She had to pay a 

fifty seed release fee. It was a good job she 

remembered to take her Barley card.  

 

Speeding Fine 35 Seeds 

Speeding through the High street and sea front is 

always a problem in the summer months, especially 

when the swallows and swifts arrive for their annual 

summer break. Speed cameras have been installed 

with a fixed penalty of 35 seeds. This is not a money 

making scheme, it is a safety matter, which is why 

the cameras have been introduced.  

 

Cormorant Dies 

Reg Cormorant, a local character, spent the day 

drinking Somerset cider on the pier. Mid afternoon 

he felt a bit peckish and jumped off the end of the 

pier to catch a fish, only the tide was out and he died 

instantly, breaking his neck. He will be missed by all 

the locals.  

 

Jack Arrested 

Jack Daw was arrested in a dawn raid at his home 

under the pier. A large quantity of tin foil and bottle 

tops has been recovered. Jack said he “had got them 

from the local market”. He has been released on bail 

pending further inquiries. If anyone has lost such 

items, please call us on Twitter.  

 

For Sale 

Two bed nest under railway arch, built of twigs and 

string, very dry. 250 seeds 

 

One bed nest in a pine tree near the park, excellent 

view. 175 seeds 

 

One bed luxury nest made of moss and feathers close 

to beach with an easy fly to the park. Bargain at only 

275 seeds. 

 

Lonely Hearts 

Lonely female robin gsoh would like to meet male 

for friendship and maybe more box 0126 
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Remembrance Sunday 

 
Thorverton Branch 2012 

 

Dear Friends of the Thoverton Branch 

 

This year’s Poppy appeal raised £2812. Many thanks to Penny Fice, our Poppy Organiser, the Poppy Collectors and 

to all who contributed so generously.  

 

This year the annual Remembrance Sunday coincided with Armistice Day. At the Service of Remembrance the 

congregation and Branch Members were joined by the smartly turned out Thorverton Brownies and Guides. The 

Reverend Douglas Dettmer conducted the service and the sermon was given by the Reverend Julia Dallen, who 

spoke very movingly of her recent visit to the Falkland Islands. The Readings were given by Major Bill Uppington 

and Councillor Stuart Crang, Royston Kershaw read the Roll of Honour. Afterwards the congregation joined others 

gathered at the War Memorial for the two minutes silence and wreath laying. Our thanks go to Dave Scott for 

coordinating the recorded Last Post & Reveille and to Mary Thomas, Heather Kershaw and the choir for the 

beautifully arranged music. 

 

The Ford family kindly invited everyone to the Exeter Inn after the Service for light refreshments in memory of 

Emmie Aird, Thorverton Branch Member and Treasurer for many years. 

 

Peter Furneaux      Chairman/Hon Secretary 

 

Wreath Laying 
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Photos by Nic Fice, David Parker and Barrie Phillips 
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Thorverton School PTFA 
PTFA NEWS 
  

Bag2School 
Great news from the PTFA, we have booked our 

Bag2School for Tues 29th Jan, an ideal time to clear 

out your wardrobes and get them restocked in the 

January sales! As always we need quality clothes, 

shoes (tied together) bags, fabric such as curtains, 

belts and cuddly toys. Please bring in a tied plastic 

bag or one of our bag2school bags (available from 

the school office from Jan) to school by 9am on the 

day, or contact me on 860609 and I can collect it 

from you the weekend before. 

We have plenty of fundraisers coming up in the next 

12 months, and something for everyone!  

Christmas 
We start with our Christmas fete on Friday 14th 

December at 3pm in school where we will be 

offering free tea and mince pies! There will be the 

usual stalls, with many run by the children 

themselves, as well as some traders, if you would like 

to come along and sell your wares please contact 

Katie on 860978. We welcome anyone to this event, 

it is always nice for the children to see new faces! 

Travelling Trends fashion show 
It's back! We have decided to hold another fashion 

show this (school) year, Tracy and her team will be 

joining us in school on Tuesday 5th March, so save 

the date! We thought it would be rather fun this year 

to have a model from various village groups, age no 

barrier! If your group would like to volunteer a 

model then please contact Lisa 860609, unfortunately 

this is ladies only!  

Paper collection 
The paper collection is still running by the kind 

consideration of Andrew & Di Baker, papers, 

magazines, Christmas/birthday cards etc (no yellow 

pages) bagged or tied can be taken to Thorverton 

Mill and put in the crates at the far left hand side of 

the undercover courtyard. Andrew then kindly takes 

these into the recycling centre for us, many thanks to 

all who already do this. A box will be placed at 

school for Christmas cards after Christmas so please  

bring them along for recycling! 

Yellow moon & Scholastic books 
Thorverton PTFA & Preschool have a joint account 

with both of these companies, any time an order is 

placed and our school put in the box we have a 

donation either in cash or free books. So if you are 

thinking of ordering please enter us! 

http://www.yellowmoon.org.uk/ supply arts, crafts 

and gifts, whilst http://www.clubs.scholastic.co.uk/ 

offer cut price books, including Usborne and up to 

date fiction and non fiction for both children and 

adults, they offer free delivery if you spend over £30, 

you can also order through Lisa via school when we 

do bulk orders, a catalogue will be sent home each 

term and a bulk order submitted.  

  

Thank you for all your support 

 

Lisa Browning, Vice Chair 

 

TADS 
 

THE PIED PIPER OF THORVERTON, 

PANTOMIME 2012 

 

Despite the not inconsiderable distance from 

Germany and the lack of a raging torrent of a river 

through the centre of the village (although the events 

documented in last month’s Focus would suggest 

otherwise), the Pied Piper will be striding through the 

village on the 13, 14 and 15 of December, taking 

residence in the Memorial Hall.  The classical tale 

tells of a mysterious stranger dressed in a multi-

coloured gown who rids the town of its rat infestation 

only to be double crossed by the greedy Mayor.  In a 

fit of rage and retaliation he then leads away the 

town’s children leaving only the weak, the lame and 

the blind.   

 

The Pied Piper of Thorverton updates this story into a 

modern pantomime tail (!) with a few twists and 

turns.   Look out for village characters young and old 

and beware of the rats, large and small. They are 

truly rotten rodents.  Watch out for the greedy 

Mayoress and her rather ineffective personal 

assistant, book an appointment at the new village 

Beauty Salon and please don’t drop any litter or 

Brian our new village street cleaner will not be 

pleased. 

 

Book your tickets now via Beryl Grace at the box 

office on 01392 860489, else you might find the 

Piper and those evil rats pay you a visit! 

 

Finally a heartfelt thanks to all involved in this year’s 

TADS pantomime.  Cast, back stage crew, costume 

design and production, props and scenery, posters, 

programs and tickets, front of house and box office. 

Thanks to the Memorial Hall for their continued 

support of TADS and the Exeter Inn for rehearsal 

space and liquid refreshment. Thanks too to our 

sponsors the Ruffwell Inn. Thanks to all the spouses, 

partners and parents of people involved, your loved 

ones will be yours again on the 16 of Dec. Lastly 

thanks to you, village and audience; we hope you 

have a great evening. 

 

Jane Peyton Jones 

 

http://www.yellowmoon.org.uk/
http://www.clubs.scholastic.co.uk/
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Review 
Matthew Bourne’s Sleeping Beauty – Theatre 

Royal Plymouth 

 

As a dancer I often find myself watching incredible 

pieces of theatre and dance works that truly are 

boundary pushing and technically mind-blowing. 

However, this often leaves me feeling somewhat 

down-hearted at the fact it was just too good. 

Choreographers create dances that are spectacularly 

technical and complex to the eye but un-accessible to 

younger audiences and the general public. Matthew 

Bourne is the leader of dance ‘productions’. These 

are performances that are accessible to every 

generation, leaving space for your own imagination 

to complete the Theatre Experience.  

I first saw a Matthew Bourne production many years 

ago, almost by accident. It was Edward Scissorhands 

and my Grandma and I thought we were going to a 

musical. It was only when I leaned over half way 

through the first act and asked “Grandma, When are 

they going to start singing?” that we realised it was a 

Dance. It turned out to be an extremely memorable 

performance due to its spectacular sets, lighting and 

costumes. Since then I have gone on to see many of 

Bourne’s productions, ‘Nutcracker!’, ‘Dorian Gray’, 

‘Cinderella’, and ‘Swan Lake’ but to name a few.  
 ‘Sleeping Beauty’ is his newest work and it 

premiered in Plymouth in November.  

 

It is important to say that this is an ‘interpretation’ of 

the original story, not the original and not the Disney 

version. It irritated me to hear people saying that the 

performance had no definition when it quite clearly 

was an interpretation of the long-lost French fairy-

tale. It was undeniably spectacular. The sets and 

lighting were outstanding and the costumes were out 

of this world. The movement was mesmerising and 

the simplicity of some of the choreography was 

refreshing and inspiring. Supported by a score based 

solely on the music by Tchaikovsky, The audience 

were drawn into a Gothic Romance that had no 

boundaries. It is up there with some of my favourite 

dance works. I understand that it is moving on to 

Premier in London’s West End where I’m sure it will 

be greatly received by all its audiences. 

 

 Chris Jones 

Thank you to Chris for this review which will, I hope, 

inspire others to go to such shows and to provide 

reports for Focus – Ed. 

 

Thorverton Guides 
 

As we approach the end of our first year I thought it 

would be rather nice to update through Focus what 

we have been up to, as I have had so many good 

wishes from those in Thorverton. 

 

Setting up a Guide group was not really what entered 

my head  a little over 3 years ago when I offered to 

help Hannah out at Brownies for a 'few weeks'. 

However, as some of you know, Guiding can become 

addictive, and a few weeks turned into months and 

then years. It became apparent that the nearsest 

Guide group to us was in Tiverton, and we had a few 

Brownies who really wanted to stay on, but couldn't 

due to being to old. I knew if nothing was done then 

Guiding would loose them, and that would have been 

a real shame, as they were such lovely girls. I also 

had in the back of my mind the opportunities that the 

girls would miss out on if they did not continue, and 

also how Guiding would miss out on those girls and 

what they had to offer. After discussing it with the 

other leaders in the Silverton District, it became 

apparent that there was a need for a group, but no-

one wanted to start one.  

 

Having loved being a Brownie and then a Guide (no 

Rainbows back in those days!) I rather rashly put 

myself forward for the job, and things progressed 

very quickly (I suspect this was done before I could 

change my mind!) thus Thorverton Guides were back 

on the map! I quickly realised this was not something 

I could do alone, so managed to railroad Selina Scott 

into 'helping occasionally' It seems my cunning plan 

with Selina paid off, as very quickly she became as 

addicted to it as the rest of us, has not missed a week 

in the year and is now undertaking her leadership 

qualification. 

 

We currently have 15 girls on role, and a few waiting 

to join us, this year we have been climbing, canoeing 

and treasure hunting, we have taken part in a large 

district event and had a fun if very messy pamper 

evening with a visit from Chrissy Scott showing us 

the art of hand massage, we have completed several 
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badges including agility with the help of Liz Rendell, 

some of the girls have obtained their community 

badges, you may have seen them at the Jubilee lunch 

and Church fair this year, or delivery leaflets for the 

rally.  Currently the girls are doing their first aid 

training with the Red Cross. 

 

We have lots of fun things planned for next year, 

including a regional singing competition, the winner 

of which will be performing in front of an audience 

of 3,000 as a warm up act to a big performing star at 

the famous Bournemouth International Centre, we 

have some very talented girls so you never know!  

If you would like to join us please give me a call so I 

can add you to our waiting list, girls must be aged 

between 10 and 14. 

 

Lisa Browning 1st Thorverton Guides 860609 

 

Byway Woods 
 

Your community woodlands to inspire and connect 

people with nature. 

  

We thought you may be interested to learn of a new 

charitable trust, BYWAY COMMUNITY 

WOODLAND AND NATURE RESERVE. It has 

been set in motion in the eastern edge of Thorverton.   

 

A brief history:  my family have lived and farmed 

here for 100 years and in the last 20 years, after a bad 

outbreak of TB in our cattle, we started to plant trees, 

create a wild flower meadow and dug six ponds. We 

have had considerable success in competitions 

involving conservation and woodland management.  

 

The aim of the trust is in the title above and we want 

others, especially children, to see nature and the 

countryside at first hand. At recent meeting a trust of 

some 14 members was set up under the chairmanship 

of Mr Nick Mussell who has already, with his team, 

been involved with local schools at Crediton and 

Morchard Bishop. His inspiration has created the 

Tanglewood Project which is an emerging 

community organisation with the primary aim to 

connect people, to share knowledge and to inspire 

people of all ages to work together. It uses traditional 

skills to create beautiful reciprocal roofed round 

house shelters to be used as outside learning and 

meeting places, facilitating the development of 

community, enabling opportunities in celebrating 

rural heritage, culture and nature connections.  

 

To learn more go to the web 

tanglewoodproject@btinternet.com or if you would 

like to join as a member telephone Nick on 

07730034240. 

We would like to thank our county councillor 

Michael Lee and District councillor Bob Deed and 

Duncan and Mark from INVOLVE in Tiverton for 

their support in establishing this local trust and hope 

to see some of you visit here in the future. 

 

John and Janette Greenslade 

 

I will be covering this community woodland in more 

depth in the early spring – a time when John tells me 

it is particularly worth visiting – Ed. 

 

Twenty-Five Years Ago  
 

A Christmas Quiz 

 

1)  Usually filled, not tightly. 

2)  Tanners hiding place 

3)  Container given away 

4)  Boys and girls are women and men 

5)  Prickly decoration 

6)  Their presence is expected 

7)  Source of information or safe deposit 

8)  Round the bend or in a barrel 

9)  Parental saint 

10)  Garden aid that is a puzzler 

11)  The Glastonbury Thorn is not one 

12)  Neil Armstrong made the best known one 

13)  Had on dismissal or at home 

14)  Of ships and rest and gentlemen, of shepherds 

and of Kings 

15)  It wears out annually 

16)  The Yankees talk this 

17)  Bashful hussies lurk under it 

18)  Quite a transformed character 

19)  Bachelors with high IQs. 

20)  Song for absent friends. 

 

 

Is There A Doctor In The House? 

 

 

All these Doctors are famous in fiction, but for what 

and in which media did they become well known? 

a) Blood        b) Finley  

c) Cameron d) Paine  

e) Crock   f) Smart-Alec   

g) Doolittle   h) Sparrow 

i) Fortune   j) Syn   

k) Foster   l) Thorndyke 

m) Frankenstein   n) Thoroughgood   

o) Jeckel   p) Strabismus   

q) Kildare   r)  Who   

s) Moreau     t) Watson 

 

Answers on Page 33 – this edition!

mailto:tanglewoodproject@btinternet.com
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Thorverton and District History 
Society 
 

 
 

The Templers of Exeter and Stover was the subject of 

Geoff Harding’s illustrated talk. The family first 

appear in Devon records in 1720 when James 

Templer, a brazier, lived in the poor West Quarter of 

the City. He died in 1728, leaving a six year old son 

also named James. His father’s brother took over the 

business, but was unable to maintain his nephew who 

subsequently attended St John’s Hospital School for 

the poor. He left school at 14 and was apprenticed to 

local builder John Bickley, but, absconded from his 

apprenticeship (a legal contract) and was next heard 

of in India. No record of his passage has been 

uncovered, so whether he was a stowaway or 

travelled under an assumed name is open to 

speculation. Similarly, little is known of his time in 

India, suffice it to say that after an absence of almost 

7 years he returned to our shores a wealthy man. 

 

In 1745 James married Mary Parlby from Rotherhide, 

the sister of his business partner. The firm won a 

contract to construct docks at Plymouth and 

government buildings, requiring James to negotiate 

release from his apprenticeship. In 1765 James 

bought Stowford Lodge with extensive acreage from 

the Courteneys. Despite much of the land being wet 

and marshy it included valuable mineral rights which 

he exploited to the full, building a large Palladian 

mansion, Stover House, in Dartmoor granite from the 

proceeds. James died in 1782, the estate passing to 

his eldest son another James, who had married a 

Mary Buller from Cornwall in 1776.  

 

The clay from the vast deposits was transported on 

packhorses to Teignmouth for shipping to home and 

world markets. In order to cope with increasing 

demand for clay and granite in 1790 he 

commissioned the construction of a canal from tidal 

Jetty Marsh near Newton Abbot to Bovey Tracey, but 

it only reached as far as Teigngrace. The clay was cut 

with curved wooden spades into large balls and these 

were loaded onto sail boats, later replaced by tugs 

pulling a number of barges. Aerial photos of the area 

today show the vast extent of on-going clay workings 

and their proximity to the river Teign and 

Teignmouth.  

 

James died in 1813, having amassed great wealth, his 

son George inheriting the estate. George was 

philanthropic, very popular and enjoyed life’s 

pleasures. He wrote poetry and his wife Ann is 

reputed to have had a very sweet voice, enjoying 

theatrical soirées with Sarah Siddons. George built 

the Haytor Granite Tramway to Stover to transport 

granite from his moorland quarry to the canal. It was 

a rail-less tramway utilising granite runners to direct 

the sledges and wheeled wagons on their way, horses 

being used to haul the wagons back to the quarry. 

The opening of the tramway was heralded with great 

ceremony, food, drink and a band playing. George 

enjoyed the good life, but unfortunately was a poor 

businessman, failing to chase payments or not billing 

customers at all. He was eventually forced to sell the 

estate back to the hereditary peerage, the Duke of 

Somerset, in 1829. Hence the 64 years of the 

Templers ownership of Stover was to confirm the 

family motto “Nothing is achieved without hard 

work”.      
Barrie Phillips 

 

 

The Garden in December 
 

After all the heavy rain, we are dealing with very 

soggy ground so if your garden is very wet, it is really 

better to leave it alone until it has dried  out a bit. If the 

weather permits, continue to clear up leaves from your 

borders so that you do not leave comfortable warm 

slug hotels!    

                               

A good way to store leaves, if you have a bit of space 

behind a shed or tucked away somewhere, is to fill up 
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black bin liners and tie them up.  All you have to do 

now is to leave them for a year or two and when you 

come to open them up you will have really excellent 

compost.   

 

Now is a good time to check and tidy glasshouses, 

especially if you want to bring anything inside.  I have 

several plants that need to be brought inside before the 

prolonged cold weather gets a grip.  In some cases this 

is just a precaution but others would certainly perish 

when the regular frosts begin.  These plants will be 

protected by a layer of fleece and this will be sufficient 

to protect them from frost.  If your glasshouse is free 

standing and out in a more exposed position, your 

plants will need more covering than those in a 

glasshouse by a south facing wall and benefitting from 

the winter sun, so assess accordingly. You can also use 

bubble wrap around pots for added protection. 

 

One winter job to do which is very important if you 

have raised beds is to add plenty of compost to top 

them up.  You will probably find that by now the level 

has sunk quite considerably.  Any good well rotted 

compost will do.  Remember that you are topping up 

the nutrient level that the plants have used during the 

summer.  If the bed is empty, mix the compost in with 

the remaining soil. This will help to aerate the bed. 

 

December and January can be the best time to check 

supports and wiring at the back of a border.  You will 

do less harm now if you have to get to the back.  Do 

look out for those early bulbs, they will be just pushing 

tips out of the ground.  It is quite helpful here in Devon 

with everything growing continuously that you will 

probably be able to see your early daffodils now.  So 

when you are walking over a plot, keep an eye out for 

them so they don`t get squashed.  Take this 

opportunity whilst you are there, to remove any 

brambles which so love to snuggle up to the base of 

fences and annoy you through the summer.  You will 

have to dig them out and they can be quite deep but 

you will benefit next season. 

 

If you want to grow new roses next season, now is the 

time to prepare new ground for them and leave it to 

settle until the spring.  Deep cultivation is essential and 

add plenty of well rotted manure.  All good warming 

jobs!!  Other necessary rose related jobs to do now 

include picking up all leaves and cleaning the area 

immediately around them.  Do not compost any of the 

rose material; it might contain black spot etc.  These 

spores are capable of surviving composting and would 

then just be spread around later.  

 

If you have Dahlias still in the ground, it is better for 

the Dahlia to be dug up and stored.  It is quite possible 

that your Dahlia will grow again next season if you 

leave it in the ground but you take a chance that the 

slugs will attack it and gradually over just a few years 

it will probably disappear.  If you dig them out, cut off 

the stem to about 15 cms and clean off as much soil as 

possible and any damaged or rotten tubers.  I use old 

tooth brushes for cleaning, they work a treat, and then 

store in a frost free dry environment.  I store some of 

the dahlias at work in crates, no paper or soil.  I want 

to be able to check them every week to make sure they 

haven`t got mildew forming on them.  It won’t be until 

February that I start to put soil around the tubers.  If 

you find that mildew starts to appear, just keep 

cleaning them off.  The atmosphere is probably a bit 

too humid.  Last year I stored quite a few in a heated 

glasshouse and had this problem so this year they are 

still in the same glasshouse but are sitting on raised 

canes to let air circulate around them.   One good thing 

with Dahlias is that mice will leave them alone as they 

are poisonous.  

 

Finally, of course, the fun of looking through the 

catalogues, forgetting the problems of last season and 

the wet weather and imagining the glorious riot of 

colour or the delicious veg and fruit you will grow next 

season. Ah! we gardeners are such optimists.  Well we 

wouldn`t survive long if we weren`t!!  So read on and 

enjoy and don`t forget that nice glass of mulled red 

wine to go with it.  OK, Neville [That is one bit of 

advice that I should be able to follow – Ed]. 

 

A happy Christmas and an excellent New Year to you 

all.     Happy Gardening    
                                         

 Lorraine Colebrook 

 

 

Dinneford Meadow in flood 

 

Photo by John Spivey 
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Unusual Objects - No. 6 
This month’s unusual object is provided by John Spivey.  Does anyone know what this object is and what it was 

used for? 

 

 
 

 

 

Last month’s unusual object (right), supplied by Barrie Phillips, was a LED unit 

from a traffic light.  Barrie tells me that the LED light celebrated its 50
th
 birthday on 

October 9
th
. 

 

 

 

 

 

Renewable Heating 
Did you know that under the Renewable Heating Incentive (RHI) the government will subsidise YOU to install a 

heat pump in your home?  You could then be paid 16 pence per kw of electricity used if you have a ground source 

heat pump or 6.9 pence per kw for an air source heat pump for the next 7 years!  Customers who have already 

installed Heat Pumps to replace oil or LPG have saved up to two thirds of their original fuel bills even before the 

RHI payments have started. 

  

Energy Specialists will be giving two short talks on the RHI, The Green Deal and Grant funding available for all 

renewable technologies.  This will include:   

 Solar PV  

 Solar Thermal 

 Air, Water and Ground source heat pumps  

 Biomass boilers 

 

It’s a great opportunity to ask any questions that will be answered by a team of experts and you can seek advice on 

the best technology to suit you. 

 

The talks will be held on:  Saturday 8
th

 December at 11am and 2pm at Rangemoors, Winkleigh 

 

If you are interested in attending this event then please send an email with just your name and town and your 

preferred morning or afternoon session to: info@energy-specialists.co.uk or call 01837 680 068 to book your free 

space.  Energy Specialists, c/o Rangemoors, The Old Airfield, Winkleigh, Devon, EX19 8DW 

 

mailto:info@energy-specialists.co.uk
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Poetry
 

Doreen tells me that her poem this month was written in the 1970s and was read out by the Reverend Derwent 

Davis in a Christmas sermon - Ed. 

 

The Good Old Days 

 

My mother had for Christmas, a tiny china doll, 

She wrapped it in a hankie, it really was that small; 

She also had an orange, which was quite a treat 

For only at this “special time” were there luxuries to eat. 

Also in her stocking another package lay, 

Holding ripe brown hazel nuts, picked one October’s day. 

At her stocking’s toe tip, she would find a penny bright, 

The thought of all the sweets she could buy, 

Quite filled her with delight. 

 

“Yes! Christmas was a happy time when I was young,” she said; 

“We sang carols by the fireside, before going up to bed.” 

Money wasn’t plentiful – (mother had seven brothers.) 

They had to share and share alike and to think of others. 

The good old days? – the bad old days? 

As I write this I wonder, although they had so little then, 

They were not torn asunder by the pressures of our life today 

And the urgent need to own more and more for ourselves; 

How selfish we have grown. 

 

Our children ask more every year and this we strive to give; 

But by handing out so freely 

We’re not teaching them to live, a life tempered by patience, 

By having to wait awhile, a life made sweet by sacrifice 

That a needier child might smile, 

Everything is made for them, each tinselled decoration, 

No fireside joy of making do, 

Or accomplishment’s elation. 

No wonder that our older folk look back with thankfulness, 

Though poorer, they were richer far, 

In simple happiness. 

  

Doreen Beer

 

Wet Autumn (continued) 
These photos were taken by Geoff Bulley near Broadlands, before the latest photo opportunities. 
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Twenty-Five Years Ago Quiz 
Answers 
 

A Christmas Quiz 

 

Stockings, Pudding, Christmas Box, Pantomime, 

Holly, Presents, Crib, Crackers,  

 

Father Christmas, Riddle, Christmas Tree, First 

Footing, Christmas Cards, Carols, 

 

New Year, Turkey, Mistletoe, Scrooge, Three Wise 

Men, Auld Lang Syne. 

 

 

Is There A Doctor In The House.? 

 

Physician-Surgeon-BOOK 

Senior Partner if a Practice at Arden House-TV 

Leader of a crackpot orchestra in Ignorance is Bliss-

RADIO 

Understood Animal Languages- BOOK 

Home Office Pathologist at Scotland Yard-BOOK 

In Nursery Rhyme He went To Gloucester-ORALLY 

He Created a Man-Like Monster-BOOK 

The Alter Ego Of Mr Hyde-BOOK 

House Surgeon And HeartThrob-TV 

He Tried To Convert Beasts Into Men-Like 

Creatures-BOOK 

He Usually Triumphed In Spite Of His Partner-TV 

Quarrelsome Surgeon In The 97
th
 Foot-BOOK 

Headmaster Of Narkover School-NEWSPAPER 

 Accident Prone Learner Doctor-BOOK 

Cleric, Pirate and Smuggler-BOOK 

New Local Practitioner In Ambridge-RADIO 

Absent Minded Professor Of Utrecht- NEWSPAPER 

Adventurous Time Warping User Of  BT-TV 

Biographer And Companion Of Sherlock Holmes-

MAGAZINE  

 

 

Property to Rent 

 

Property to rent in Bullen Street (Hope 

House)  

 

Please contact Anita Rich  

on  

01395 446757 

 

Football 
 

Not such a good season so far for our football teams: 

 

Devon and Exeter Premier League: 

  
P W D L GD PTS 

1  Newtown  13   8  1  4    13   25  

2  Feniton   9   7  2  0    23   23  

3  Hatherleigh Town  10   7  2  1    16   23  

4  St Martins  10   6  3  1    14   21  

5  Heavitree Social United  11   5  5  1    14   20  

6  Morchard Bishop  10   6  2  2     8   20  

7  Seaton Town  10   6  1  3     7   19  

8  University 2nds  10   3  4  3    -9   13  

9  Topsham Town  11   3  3  5    -2   12  

10  Beer Albion  10   3  2  5    -7    11  

11  Willand Rovers 2nds  13   3  2  8  -15   11  

12  Clyst Valley  11   2  3  6   -12    9  

13  Exmouth Amateurs  10   1  3  6    -7    6  

14  Budleigh Salterton 2nds  12   1  3  8   -25    6  

15  Thorverton 12   1  2  9   -18    5 

 

Thorverton First Team’s matches in December: 

Sat 1
st
 (14.15)  Home v Heavitree Social 

Sat 8
th
 (14.15)  Away v Exmouth United 

Sat 15
th
 (14.15)  Home v Newtown 

Sat 22
nd

 (15.00)  Away v Willand Rovers 

Sat 29
th
 (14.15)  Away v Heavitree Social 

 

Do support our boys at the Rec.  They worked hard to 

get into the Premier League; we don’t want to slip 

down the league now. 

 

 

 

 

Equipment at the Rec 
 

Thorverton Parish Council 

 

The Council is hoping to introduce one or more 

pieces of sports/keep fit equipment suitable for 

use by teenagers and/or adults at the Recreation 

Ground. 

 

If you have any ideas as to what type of 

equipment would be most useful or popular, 

please get in contact with a Parish Councillor or 

the Clerk (Tel 01392 861062 or email 

thorvertonclerk@aol.com). 
 

http://full-time.thefa.com/DisplayTeam.do;jsessionid=F56D25CC3BFA3D892BDE4CAD93C26DBE?teamID=6350417&divisionseason=847856901
http://full-time.thefa.com/DisplayTeam.do;jsessionid=F56D25CC3BFA3D892BDE4CAD93C26DBE?teamID=9167281&divisionseason=847856901
http://full-time.thefa.com/DisplayTeam.do;jsessionid=F56D25CC3BFA3D892BDE4CAD93C26DBE?teamID=2420161&divisionseason=847856901
http://full-time.thefa.com/DisplayTeam.do;jsessionid=F56D25CC3BFA3D892BDE4CAD93C26DBE?teamID=9768454&divisionseason=847856901
http://full-time.thefa.com/DisplayTeam.do;jsessionid=F56D25CC3BFA3D892BDE4CAD93C26DBE?teamID=9450082&divisionseason=847856901
http://full-time.thefa.com/DisplayTeam.do;jsessionid=F56D25CC3BFA3D892BDE4CAD93C26DBE?teamID=9788374&divisionseason=847856901
http://full-time.thefa.com/DisplayTeam.do;jsessionid=F56D25CC3BFA3D892BDE4CAD93C26DBE?teamID=8386306&divisionseason=847856901
http://full-time.thefa.com/DisplayTeam.do;jsessionid=F56D25CC3BFA3D892BDE4CAD93C26DBE?teamID=992767&divisionseason=847856901
http://full-time.thefa.com/DisplayTeam.do;jsessionid=F56D25CC3BFA3D892BDE4CAD93C26DBE?teamID=3878025&divisionseason=847856901
http://full-time.thefa.com/DisplayTeam.do;jsessionid=F56D25CC3BFA3D892BDE4CAD93C26DBE?teamID=6576764&divisionseason=847856901
http://full-time.thefa.com/DisplayTeam.do;jsessionid=F56D25CC3BFA3D892BDE4CAD93C26DBE?teamID=3326271&divisionseason=847856901
http://full-time.thefa.com/DisplayTeam.do;jsessionid=F56D25CC3BFA3D892BDE4CAD93C26DBE?teamID=9410537&divisionseason=847856901
http://full-time.thefa.com/DisplayTeam.do;jsessionid=F56D25CC3BFA3D892BDE4CAD93C26DBE?teamID=258664&divisionseason=847856901
http://full-time.thefa.com/DisplayTeam.do;jsessionid=F56D25CC3BFA3D892BDE4CAD93C26DBE?teamID=2013088&divisionseason=847856901
http://full-time.thefa.com/DisplayTeam.do;jsessionid=F56D25CC3BFA3D892BDE4CAD93C26DBE?teamID=8007324&divisionseason=847856901
mailto:thorvertonclerk@aol.com
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Thorverton Parish Information 

 
AIR AMBULANCE EMERGENCY - QUOTE NATIONAL GRID REFERENCE 
RECREATION GROUND - Sheet 192 SS 923019 MEMORIAL HALL FIELD - Sheet 192 SS 926019 
 
Carers' Support Group  Anne Higman, Wyndham House Surgery, Silverton. 860034. 
      Meetings - 3rd Wednesday of month, Wyndham House, 2.30-4.30 p.m. 
Church (C of E)    The Revd. Douglas Dettmer, The Rectory, Thorverton. 860332 
 The Revd. Sue Sheppard, Associate Minister, Autumn Haze, Rewe, 01392  841284 
 The Revd Julia Dallen  Assistant Curate   Tel 01392 861145 Email: julia.dallen@netherexe.org  
 Mrs Margaret Lowe, Administration Manager, 07594 714590 margaret.admin@netherexe.org 
Church Wardens  Edwin Greed, Fortescue, Netherexe. 841231. 
Consort    Mary Thomas, 1 The Glebe, Thorverton. 860730. 
P.C.C. Treasurer   Jean Brown, Rydal Cottage, Bullen Street. 861176. 
Friends of Thorverton Parish Church Trust   Royston Kershaw 25 The Glebe 860419 
Church (Baptist)  The Revd. Maurice Harrison, 01884 258599. 
    Secretary Phyllis Langdon, 860932.  
County Councillor   Cllr. Mr. M. Lee. 01363 772671. 
District Councillor   Cllr. Mr. R. M. Deed. 01392 861258. 
Doctors: Thorverton/Silverton  Dr Jon Wride & Lynne Anderson / Drs O'Brien, Ziegler & Keysell 
Electricity (Western Power)  Report a loss of power: 0800 365 900 Bill Enquiries: 0800 365 000 
      Street lights 0870 556 1851 
Friends of Thorverton & Silverton Surgeries  Christine Walker, 881501 
Gas Emergency    0800 111999 
Leonard Trust  Chairman: R Hughes. Secretary: Mrs. E Hughes, 3 Dinham Mews, Exeter EX4 4EF 
Library (Exeter Mobile)   Alternate Thursdays , 16.05 to 16.55 in Quarry Car Park 
Member of Parliament   Mel Stride via 01392 823306 or mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk 
Newspaper Reporter    Jane Ristic, 53 Silver Street, Thorverton. 860054 
Parish Council Chairman  Cllr. Stuart Crang,  
Parish Clerk     Mrs Jane Lane, Stable House, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062. 
Parish Council Meetings  2nd Tuesday of month, at The Memorial Hall, 7.30 pm. 
Parish Allotments   Contact the Parish Clerk - 861062 
Parish Council Notice Board Situated in School Lane, opposite the Thorverton Arms. 
   IMPORTANT!- PLANNING APPLICATION NOTICES ARE DISPLAYED HERE 
Planning notification applications  at http://data.gov.uk/apps/planningalerts alert via email when a 
planning application is published in one’s street, neighbourhood or wider area. 

Pension Service  PO Box 93, Plymouth PL6 5WJ. 0845 60 60 265 

Police     Central Switchboard 24 Hours: 0845 2777444.  
Post Office Portacabin (TCT Ltd)  Quarry Car Park, Thorverton EX5 5NG Tel: 860455 
     Mon. to Fri : 9 am-1.00 pm., 2 - 5.30 pm. Sat: 9 am.-12 noon Sun: 9 - 10.30 am for newspapers only 
Business Manager:   Jill Blewett, Faircop, Jericho St, Thorverton 
Chair and Company Secretary: Heather Kershaw, 25 The Glebe, 860419 
Public Telephone Kiosk  Opposite the Church, outside the Bell Inn, Dinneford St. 
Thorverton C of E Primary School (Part of the Exe Valley Federation) 

Executive Headteacher  Mrs Heather Perry  01392 250821 
Head of Teaching and Learning (Thorverton) Mr Olly White  01392 860374 
School Governors: 

  Chair:    Bryony Gilbert  01392 851360 
Vice Chair:   Sarah Crawford  01392 860295 
Clerk:   Jessica Benger  07795 515048 

School P.T.F.A.  Chair: Katie Vanstone 860978, Secretary: Hannah James, 86107  Treasurer: 
Carole Pearn 
South West Water   24 Hour Emergency: 0800 169 1144. Helpline: 0800 169 1133. 
Thorverton Millennium Green Trust 
   Chair: Dame Margaret Turner-Warwick, Pynes House, Silver Street 861173.  
   Secretary: Lin Balkwill 860663 
 

http://mel.stride.mp/
http://parliament.uk/
http://data.gov.uk/apps/planningalerts
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Thorverton Organisations 
Amateur Dramatic Society (TADS)  

Chairperson: Colin Marshall, Vice Chair: Simon Ette, Treasurer: John White, Secretary: Alison 
Marshall. For meetings and events contact Colin Marshall on 01392 861228  

Art Group   Barrie Phillips, Crossmead, School Lane, Thorverton. 860529  
   Meet Fridays during term-time at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 am-12.00. 
Arts Exchange Louise Page, Campion Cottage, Jerico St, 860509. 

  Monthly meetings in members' homes at 8.00 pm. (see Diary) 
Association Football Club Chairman: Andy Harris, 01392 851664,  
  Secretary: David Gregory, 2 The Orchard, Brampford Speke, 841803. 
Bridge Circle Graeme Culshaw, 3 The Glebe, Thorverton 860203.  
 Meets 1st/3rd/5th Thursdays at the W.I. Hut from 7.00 p.m.. 
Brownies     Contact Hannah 07925 981786 or Lisa 860609,  

Meet Fridays during term-time, 5-6.30pm Thorverton School Hall. 
Clarinet Group            Contact Peter Mason 860727.  Meets every Thursday morning. 
Cricket Club Chair: Charles Kislingbury,  
      Secretary: M C Denford, 14 Moorlands, Tiverton EX16 6UF 01884 255076 
   Fixture Sec: J Meredith, 190 Mincinglake Rd, Exeter EX4 7DS 01392 272504 
Focus Magazine Chair: Michael Ayre, Ratcliffe Farm, Thorverton.  
  Editor: Neville Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062. 
  Secretary: Jane Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062. 
  Treasurer: Bob Swaffield, Schiehallion, School Lane, Thorverton 01392 860309 
Friends of Silverton & Thorverton Surgeries  Coffee Mornings in the Lamb Inn, Silverton.  Held at 10-
12 noon on the last Thursday of every month except December 
Golf Society Players of Thorverton Care of Exeter Inn, 01392 860206 
Guides                       Contact Lisa 860609, Meet Wednesdays during term-time, 7-9pm Memorial Hall 
History Society  Chair: Bill Stamper, Dunelm, Raddon, Thorverton. 860214 
   Programme Secretary: Beryl Coe, 5 The Glebe, Thorverton 860876. 
Ladies Group Meet 2nd Thursday of month, (Venue and time - see Focus Notices). 
Memorial Hall Committee Chair: Mike Shelton, Tel: 861027, mshelton44@hotmail.co.uk 

  Treasurer/key holder/bookings: Jeff Grace. tel. 860489. jeff.grace@tiscali.co.uk 
  Secretary: Roger Fieldhouse. tel. 860768. r.fieldhouse@exeter.ac.uk 

Memorial Hall Market   2nd Saturday of the month, at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 - 11.00 am. 
Thorverton Pre-School   Rachel Mildon (Chair) - 861707 / thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com 
 Mon 9.am-11.45am, & 12.45pm-3.15pm & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm, 
 Tues/Weds 9.am-11.45am & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm, 
 Thurs 9.-11.45am; 12.45pm- 3.15pm & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm. during term-time, 
 At Thorverton Primary School site 
Thorverton Ambling, Rambling and Tramping Society (TARTS) 

  Caroline Prince 07749 775304 or Graeme Culshaw 860203 
See notices of walks in Old Post Office Window Bullen Street. 

Toddler Group Contact : Hannah Calder 860808 
Wednesdays, during term-time, at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 a.m.-11.30. 

Rainbows     Contact Jean 860105 or Penny 861136, 
Meet Tuesdays 3.45-4.45 Thorverton School Hall 

Royal British Legion  Chairman/Hon.Sec. P Furneaux, Hillcrest, Thorverton 860227, 
paf@furno.co.uk 

   Hon. Treasurer: Alex Fice 
Women's Institute  Secretary and Bookings: Sue Maguire 01392 860631 

W.I. Meeting. 1st Tuesday of the month at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
  Whist, 4th Tuesday of the month, at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
W.I. Market & Coffee  4th Saturday of the month at the W.I. Hut. 10.00 am. to 11.00 am. 

mailto:mshelton44@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:jeff.grace@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:r.fieldhouse@exeter.ac.uk
mailto:thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com
mailto:paf@furno.co.uk
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Doctors’ Surgeries 

 

The Exe Valley Practice 

Dr JON WRIDE and Dr LYNNE ANDERSON 
 

The Surgery, The Berry    The Surgery, 3 Coach Road 

THORVERTON EX5 5NT    SILVERTON EX5 4JL 

Tel: 01392 860273      01392 860176 

Fax: 01392 860654     01392 861598 

www.exevalleypractice.co.uk 

exevalleypractice@nhs.net 

 

 

Opening times 

 
 GP on duty Thorverton Silverton 

Monday Dr Anderson 08:30 – 18:00 08:45 – 12:30 

Tuesday Dr Anderson 07:30 – 18:00 Closed 

Wednesday Dr Anderson am 
Dr Wride pm 

08:30 – 17:00 14:30 – 18:00 

Thursday Dr Wride 08:30 – 19:30 Closed 

Friday Dr Wride 08:30 – 18:00 08:45 – 12:30 

 

Surgery times 

 
 Thorverton Silverton 

Monday 15:00 – 17:15 09:00 – 11:45 

Tuesday 07:30 – 11:30 
15:00 – 17:00 

Closed 

Wednesday 09:00 – 11:00 15:00 – 17:45 

Thursday 09:00 – 11:15 
16:00 – 19:00 

Closed 

Friday 15:00 – 17:30 09:00 – 11:30 
 

 

There are no surgeries on Saturday or Sunday, but a doctor will be on call for emergencies only on 0845 6710 270 

 

REPEAT PRESCRIPTIONS (Monday to Friday) – You can request your repeat prescriptions by calling our 

dispensary on 01392 861622, or by using our online repeat prescription request www.exevalleypractice.co.uk. 

Please note that 48 hours notice is required for all repeat prescriptions. 

 

We accept credit\debit card payments for prescriptions 

 

We now operate a home delivery service for housebound registered patients. Please contact us on 01392 860273 for 

more information. 

 

 
 
 
 

http://www.exevalleypractice.co.uk/
mailto:exevalleypractice@nhs.net
http://www.exevalleypractice.co.uk/
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Wyndham House Surgery 

Fore Street, Silverton, EX5 5HZ 

Telephone: 01392 860034 

Outside surgery hours please ring 0845 671 0270 

To access the Emergency Out-of-hours Service 

Fax: 01392 861165 

www.wyndhamhousesurgery.co.uk 

 
Day/Dr Dr Anthony O’Brien Dr Emma Ziegler Dr Nick Keysell Dr Sally Simmons 

Monday 09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

09:00 – 11:30 

14:00 – 16:00 

 09.00 - 11.30 

15.00 -17.30 

Tuesday 09:00 – 11:30 

14:00 – 16:00 

 09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

09.00 - 11.30 

16.00 -17.30 

Wednesday  09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

 0900-11.30 

Thursday 09.00 - 11.00 09:00 – 11:00 09:00 – 11.00 

15:00 – 17:30 

 

Friday 09:00 – 11:30 

14:30 – 16:00 

 09:00 – 11:30  

Please note: The doctors are happy to speak to you on the phone instead of an appointment. Please request this from reception when you 
telephone.  

 

Surgery hours: Monday - Thurs. 08:30 - 18:00 

Friday 08:30 - 17:00  

Dispensary hours: Monday - Thurs. 09:00 - 12:00 and 14:30 - 18:00 

Friday 09:00 - 12:00 and 14:30 - 17:00 

Repeat prescriptions can be ordered online via our website. We now accept credit/debit card payments for prescriptions. 

We also operate a home delivery service for housebound registered patients.  

Please contact our reception or dispensary for more information. 

 

STOP PRESS: OVER NEXT COUPLE OF MONTHS WE WILL BE INTRODUCING A SYSTEM TO ALLOW PATIENTS TO 
BOOK APPOINTMENTS ON-LINE. KEEP AN EYE ON OUR WEBSITE FOR DETAILS. 

http://www.wyndhamhousesurgery.co.uk/
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Waste Collection Dates for 2012 
 

a) Recycling and brown bins   b) General refuse 

 

Generally on Mondays unless stated 

December 3
rd

 and 17
th
     December 10

th
 and 24

th
 

 

 

Mobile Library  
Thursdays, fortnightly, from 16.05 - 16.50 in the Quarry Car Park by Thorverton Post Office. 

December 6
th
 and 20

th
 

 

 

Bus Services 
Turner's Tours / Carmel Coaches (bus 678) Mon-Fri. 10.09 from The Berry and the Baptist Chapel.  

Return 13.35 from Exeter bus station, Stand 5. 

 

Stagecoach (service 55B) Mon-Sat (except Bank Holidays)  

To Tiverton: 07.55, 10.10, 12.10, 14.10, 16.10, 17.29 (this is the 155 service;  on Saturdays it is the 55B and runs at 

17.10), 18.10 from The Berry and Broadlands.  

Return from Tiverton Bus Station: 07.40, 08.35, 10.45, 12.45, 14.45, 15.55 (Mondays to Fridays term-time only), 

16.45, 17.45. 

 

To Exeter: 08.05, 09.00, 11.10, 13.10, 15.10, 16.20 (Mondays to Fridays term-time only), 17.10, 18.10 from The 

Berry and Broadlands.  

Return from Exeter Bus Station: 07.30, 09.45, 11.45, 13.45, 15.45, 17.05 (this is the 155 service; on Saturdays it is 

the 55B and runs at 16.45), 17.45.  

 

Stagecoach 55 service runs pretty much every half-hour in each direction along the Exeter-Tiverton road, stopping 

at the Thorverton turn (the Ruffwell). Please consult Stagecoach 55 Group timetable for details of this service. 

 

Stagecoach free service to Somerfield's, Broadclyst, from Broadlands on Tuesdays 14.00. 

 

Stagecoach offers a variety of concessions for regular commuters, shoppers, children, students and jobseekers as 

well as one-day unlimited-use Explorer tickets. Further details from Stagecoach: 01392 427711 or 01803 664500 or 

www.stagecoachbus.com or www.devon.gov.uk/devonbus. 

 

Devonbus Timetable Information: call Traveline 0871 200 2233 Timetables available at the Post Office 
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Diary 2012 
Please notify FOCUS Editor of additions or changes. 

(Email: focusonthorverton@yahoo.co.uk or phone Neville Lane on 861062) 

 

 

DECEMBER 

Sat 1
st
  Coffee morning in support of the Exe Valley Practice, WI Hut, 10.00- 12 noon 

Thorverton Show Holly Ball, Memorial Hall, 8pm 

Sun 2
nd

  Family Communion Service Parish Church 10am 

  Diamond Jubilee Christmas lunch 12.30 for 1pm 

  Christmas tree lighting ceremony with carol singing 

Tues 6
th
  Ladies Group at Southbrook, 7.30pm 

Fri 7
th
  Pre-school Christmas Craft Evening at Pre-school 7.30pm 

Wed 12
th
 Arts Exchange, Free Choice, Stable House, 8pm 

Thurs 13
th
 TADS pantomime: “Pied Piper of Thorverton” at the Memorial Hall 7.30pm 

Fri 14
th  

Primary School Christmas Fair  3pm 
  

TADS pantomime: “Pied Piper of Thorverton” at the Memorial Hall 7.30pm 

Sat 15
th  

TADS pantomime: “Pied Piper of Thorverton” at the Memorial Hall 2.30pm & 7.30pm 

Sun 16
th
 Diamond Jubilee Committee Free Christmas Dinner 

Wed 19
th
 Baptist Church with Pre-School Children, Mums and Tots, 10.00am 

  Carol singing around the village meet in the Berry 7pm 

Fri 21
st
  Carols and Mince pies at the Schoolroom in the Baptist Church, 3pm.  

Sun 23
rd

  Traditional Carol Service, Baptist Church, 10.30am, coffee to follow 

Christmas Carol service, Parish Church, 5pm 

 

JANUARY  

Wed 9
th
  Memorial Hall Committee Meeting 

Sun 27
th
 Family Christingle Service Parish Church 10am 


