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Front cover: Raddon Top in the snow, by Robert Stephenson 

 

The opinions and views expressed by contributors within the magazine are not necessarily those of Focus 
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Letters 
 

From John & Jean White  

 
We would like to thank the Memorial Hall 

Committee and all those who contributed to the super 

gifts we received after the Christmas Market. Jean 

was presented with a large, very lightweight box – 

the only thing she could think it could be was 

cushions! As the lid came off the most adorable 

Mickey Mouse came into view (and those who know 

Jean will know it was the perfect gift). Mickey now 

takes pride of place on the sofa – sorry, no room now 

for anyone to sit there! John found a beautiful Ship‘s 

Decanter in his box. It was soon filled with Port and 

has been used on a regular basis ever since. You 

haven‘t seen the last of us at Hall events though. We 

want a bit of time off then will sign on to be regular 

―Hall Friends‖ and John will continue to run his 

plant stall at the Market in aid of the Show. 

 

Thank you once again. We have two gifts which will 

always remind us of our time on the Hall Committee. 

 

 

 

From Martin and Wendy Pitts 

 
Congratulations to our daughter Natalie and husband 

Darren on the birth of Ophelia Grace on the 9
th
 

January. A precious sister for big brother Lennon and 

playmate for cousins Jonathan and Matthew. 

 

 

 

 

From Sarah and Steve Yeandle 

 

Jack Yeandle 
Jack has made it into the England Students Rugby 

Union Squad, which consists of 26 players (5 of 

which are from UWIC, where Jack is studying). They 

will be playing France at Richmond RFC and then 

away in Portugal and France. As you can imagine we 

are very proud of him and hope they do well.  (Well 

done Jack - I hope to include a further report in a 

forthcoming Focus - Ed)  

 

 

 

Remember the snow? 

 

       
 

John and Harry Haysom with Wilfrid (centre)  Wilfrid contemplates warmer times ahead 
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Thorverton Parish Council  

 

Report of the January meeting of the Parish 

Council 
 

 
  

 

 

Affordable Housing/Settlement Limit 
The Parish Council decided to commission a Housing Needs Survey to cover the Parishes of Thorverton, Cadbury 

and also Latchmoor and Up-exe in Rewe parish. It was agreed that the survey would be issued towards the end of 

January and that householders would be asked to return the forms by post direct to the Community Council of 

Devon by 25
th
 February. The Council also decided to write to MDDC regarding its belief that the settlement line 

should be extended on the basis that development should then include 50% affordable  housing. 

 

Planning Matters 
A. One  planning decision  had been received to date of meeting:- 

Ref 10/01697/FULL. Erection of extensions and re-roofing of existing ground floor buildings. 14 Cleaves 

Close. Approved. 

B. No planning applications had been received. 

 

Other Parish Matters 
 The Council decided to order three extra grit-boxes for locations such as Jericho Street which had become 

hazardous during the recent severe weather.   

 The Council agreed that the Parish Precept for 2011-2012 should be increased to £11,500.00, partly in 

anticipation of possible election expenses, and of which £5,000.00 would again be ring-fenced for use 

towards the purchase of an extension to the churchyard. 

 A resident having raised the problem of dog mess along the route of the walking bus in Silver Street, it was 

decided that notices should be put up in that area to remind dog-owners to clear up after their dogs. 

 Residents are reminded that Parish and District Council elections will take place on 5
th
 May. Anyone 

interested in becoming a Parish Councillor should contact the Clerk or a Councillor (see list on the Parish 

Notice Board) to obtain further information about this.  

 Residents may wish to note that Hospiscare is running an appeal for a new hospice to be built in Tiverton.  

Anyone wanting to contribute or help out with fundraising should contact Hospiscare, Exeter or 

www.hospiscare.co.uk. 

 The Council agreed to put out to tender again the contract for cutting back vegetation etc. at several sites 

in the village.  Further details appear elsewhere in Focus. 

 

The next Parish Council meeting will take place in the Memorial Hall on Tuesday, 8
th
 February 2011 at 7.30pm. 

 

An agenda is displayed on the Parish Notice Board prior to meetings and minutes are displayed once they have 

been approved by Councillors. 

 

Jane Lane, Parish Clerk 
 

Telephone: 01392 861062, email:Thorvertonclerk@aol.com 
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Thorverton Parish Council 

Housing Needs Survey 
 

It is possible that by the time you read this, the Housing Needs Survey will have dropped through your 

letter box. The Parish Council has commissioned this in order to help build a case for the provision of 

affordable housing in the village by getting an indication of what the level of housing need will be over 

the next five years.  The survey form is clearly set out and is divided into three parts, including a section 

on the housing needs of older people.  

 

 Please take the time to complete and return the form within the timescale requested. A high level of 

response can help the Council press for new homes to be built.  The survey is to be returned by post, in 

the envelope provided, not to the Parish Council but direct to the Community Council of Devon, who will 

analyse the responses. 

 
Jane Lane, Parish Clerk 

 

Allotments 
 

One allotment is currently available to rent at £10.00 per annum, plus an initial deposit of £25.00. The allotments 

are situated just off Broadlands. 

 

Any parishioner who is interested in taking on this allotment, or wishes to request further information about this 

should contact the Clerk by email (thorvertonclerk@aol.com) or by telephone (861062) or in writing to 2 The 

Glebe, Thorverton, EX5 5LS by 28th February 2011.  

 

Jane Lane, Parish Clerk 

 
Parish Maintenance –tenders invited:- 

 

The Parish Council wishes to put the following out to tender:- 

1. The cutting back of vegetation at Barliabins footpath on a twice-yearly basis; 

2. The annual cutting back of vegetation at the Quarry Car Park, including the banked area on a rotational 

basis; 

3. The annual trimming back of vegetation at the brook. 

 

Anyone interested in taking on this work should contact the Parish Clerk by telephone on 861062 or by email at 

thorvertonclerk@aol.com by 28
th
 February 2011. 

 

 

Local Elections May 2011 
 

Don‘t forget that District and Parish Council elections will be taking place on 5
th
 May.  It is possible that a national 

referendum on parliamentary voting systems will also take place on that day. So now is a good time to ensure that 

your name is on the Electoral Register so that you can support your community and vote.  If you don‘t think you 

are on the register you can correct this by contacting the Electoral Registration Office at Mid Devon District 

Council (01884 234219), but you need to move quickly! 

 

Printed on the following page is an article produced by the SWLCA on the importance of voting at elections. If 

you are thinking about putting your name forward as a Parish Councillor, don‘t hesitate to contact one of your ten 

Parish Councillors, or the Clerk, for further details about what the responsibilities are. Don‘t forget that the 

election will only proceed to a poll if the number of candidates exceeds the number of seats to be filled. 

 

 

mailto:thorvertonclerk@aol.com


Focus on Thorverton  Vol. 42 No. 2- February 2011 

 

5 

 



Focus on Thorverton  Vol. 42 No. 2- February 2011 

 

6 

Notice Board  
 

Thorverton Church Consort Practices 

 
Thursdays at 7.45 p.m. to 9 p.m. in church, 
February 3rd, 24th 
March 3rd, 17th, 31st 
April 14th, 28th  
May 12th 
  

Junior Consort practices 

 
WEDNESDAY January 5th at 3.30 p.m. at 1 The 
Glebe 
Mondays, 3.30 p.m. to 4.30 pm., in school 
February 14th, 
February 28

th
 at 1 The Glebe 

March 14th, 28th 
April 4th 
May 9th, 16th 
 
 

Thorverton Arts Exchange 
 

At Arts Exchange meetings we share our 

enthusiasms for writing, music, painting, film, craft 

etc. with one another. 

 

Usually there is a theme to our choices, but 

occasionally an individual member will take 

responsibility for a whole evening. 

 

The meetings take place in members' homes at 8.00 

p.m. on Thursdays. The next meetings are: 

 

February 10
th
 Invitations, Okero 

March 10
th
 Song, Cubberley House 

April 7
th
 Earth, Campion Cottage 

May 19
th
 Pink, 25 The Glebe 

June 9
th
  Strange Experiences, TBA 

July 21
st
 Work, TBA 

 

New members are always welcome. For further 

information contact Louise Page or Rob Purvis, 

Campion Cottage 860509. 

 

Thorverton Allotment Holders Meeting 
 

The next quarterly meeting will be held on 

 

Tuesday 5
th

 April 2011 

at 19.30 

at The Exeter Inn 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Sylv & Anne's 

CHATTER CAFÉ 
Closed until March 2011 

Charity number 229868 
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Church Week Planning Meeting 

 

Wednesday 16th February 

 

7.30 p.m. in the Exeter Inn 
 

 

Church Spring Clean: Inside and Out 

 

Saturday 2nd April 

10.00am. 

 

 

 

Mid Devon Citizens Panel 
 

Thorverton residents - sorry that the deadline to 

respond to the following invitation is so short, but I 

hope that it will be of interest to some of you - Ed 

 

Mid Devon District Council is setting up a Citizens 

Panel so that local people can comment on our 

services. The Council is looking to encourage as 

wide a cross-section of its residents as possible to sit 

on the Panel – from young people interested in local 

politics, to our more senior residents – so that it is 

truly representative of Mid Devon's profile. 

 

Residents volunteer for three years, during which 

time Mid Devon District Council will send them a 

range of questionnaires (three per year) on a whole 

host of topics. The Council could be seeking your 

views on how it is doing with recycling; what you 

think about the number of affordable housing units 

that are available; whether there are enough open 

play areas and if they are properly maintained; 

whether its leisure centres are providing good value 

for money – this is just a sample of what the Council 

could be seeking your views on.  

 

You can register your interest before 4 February 

either online at www.middevonpanel.org.uk or by 

phone 01884 234276 for a paper copy. 

 

 

Thorverton Co-Operative Trust Ltd & Thorverton Post Office 

 
Christmas Sales 

Thank you to all our customers. The PO and TCT 

shop have been kept very busy over the Christmas 

period. We hope that you were able to buy and post 

most of what you needed and thank you for your 

patience if there was a queue or if we had run out of 

something. Brown paper certainly became a bit 

scarce (not just here in Thorverton), for a while! We 

sold all of our Hospiscare cards - all proceeds to the 

Hospiscare charity - and a good many of the Glebe 

Cottage ones. Wrapping paper and gift tags also sold 

well. 

 

Valentines - Mothers Day / Mothering 
Sunday - Easter 

This year we will be selling a few cards for these 

special occasions so do please visit us first before 

looking elsewhere. The Easter cards will be packs - 

good value hopefully. 

 

General Cards 

Unfortunately it isn't possible for us to stock cards 

with age numbers or for special people, but we do 

sell inexpensive adhesive numbers and greetings 

should you wish to adapt a blank card or add a 

special greeting. Please ask our staff to help you. 

 

It is quite hard to successfully display all of our 

blank cards so do ask to see stock from the drawers if 

you can't see what you want or want to view a wider 

range. 

 

The range of local cards and postcards changes from 

time to time so keep checking so that you can get the 

latest postcard or greeting card for your collection! 

 

Newspapers, Stationery, Laundry 

Regularly supporting all these services keeps our 

post office running since the TCT business pays for 

the building, overheads, insurance, etc. 

 

Staff 

Thank you to all of you for your dedication in all 

weathers, providing us with such a good and valuable 

local amenity. 

Heather Kershaw 

Chair and Company Secretary 860419 

 

 

http://www.middevonpanel.org.uk/
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Looking After Me course 
New course in Exeter to help carers of people with 

long-term conditions. 

 

People in Exeter who give help to relatives or friends 

who are ill, disabled, elderly or in need of emotional 

support are to be offered free support from trained 

tutors. 

 

The free Looking After Me (LAM) course, run by 

NHS Devon, will benefit adults, who may not realise 

they are carers, but look after people with many long-

term health conditions. These include diabetes, 

asthma, MS, arthritis and Alzheimer‘s disease. 

 

It will help carers make time for their own needs and 

should make a difference to their lives by helping 

them take more control of their situation. 

 

The course will be launched on Monday 31 January 

2011 at Mount St Mary‘s Convent, Wonford Road, 

Exeter, EX2 4PF and will be held every Monday, for 

six weeks, from 10am until 12:30pm. 

 

It deals with communicating with family, friends and 

healthcare professionals and planning for the future 

and uses relaxation techniques, exercise, healthy 

eating, and problem solving. 

 

This free course is led by trained tutors who 

themselves have experience of caring for a relative or 

friend.  Anyone who would like to attend any of 

these courses should call free on 0800 073 0792 or 

email d-pc.EPP@nhs.net 

 

 

Concert at St Mary’s, Silverton 
There will be a free concert at St Mary‘s Silverton on 

the 2
nd

 April at 7.30 p.m., when the Sidmouth Gospel 

Choir will perform to help raise funds for the 

Meninigitis Trust. Please come and listen and join in 

an evening of inspiring singing, further details in the 

March copy of Focus. There will be a retiring 

collection. 

  

Encouraging News for Poltimore House 
Poltimore House, 4 miles north of Exeter between 

Pinhoe and Broadclyst, was the home of the 

Bampfylde family for over 300 years. It later became 

home to both Poltimore College for girls in the1920s 

and 1930s and Dover College for boys during the 2
nd

 

World War before becoming a hospital, both private 

and then NHS. It then suffered 20 years of neglect 

before coming into the hands of Poltimore House 

Trust in 2000. With the formation of a Friends group 

in 2004 the rot was halted and 2010 saw significant 

developments which will ensure it now has a future. 

English Heritage has granted £500,000 towards a 

new roof and Heritage Lottery Funding means that 

the former kitchen block is being transformed into a 

Project Centre. Funding has also been granted for a 

joint project to be carried out between Exeter 

University and the Trust into studying the 

community and historic landscape around Poltimore, 

this will largely be a volunteer project led by Dr 

Penny Cunningham anyone interested in becoming 

involved should contact p.m.cunningham@exeter.ac.uk  

 

All of these projects are now under way which 

means that visiting Poltimore during 2011 should 

prove to be a very interesting experience. With 

building works anticipated throughout the year some 

parts of the house may, for safety reasons, be 

inaccessible at various times. However the Trust and 

the Friends will do their utmost to ensure everyone 

who visits will have a unique experience. 

With such a lot happening more volunteers are going 

to be needed to help with a wide range of activities – 

from making and selling teas and coffees to 

stewarding in both the grounds and the house, from 

gardening and general labouring to basic building 

work, from planning to specific skills including the 

new Community and Landscape project – to find out 

more about becoming involved come along to the 

Volunteers Day on 19
th
 February from 10am. 

 

Other events will be the Big Birthday on 20
th
 March 

for those who were born at the house, a visit by 

Wardour Garrison on 17
th
 April demonstrating life 

during the English Civil War, an Easter Egg Hunt on 

23
rd

 April, the Plant Sale on 8
th
 May, the Big Lunch 

on 5
th
 June and a Polticraft day on 19

th
 June.  Further 

information about these events is available from 

amy.coupland@poltimore.org More events will follow 

throughout the year please check the website 
www.poltimore.org  

 

In addition to these events there will be afternoons 

when the grounds alone will be open for a peaceful 

wander with tea and cake available in the Chapel, the 

dates for Grounds and Chapel events are 20 

February, 3 April, 22 May and 22 June from 2-4.30 

 

Kate Weedon 

Friends of Poltimore House 

 

mailto:p.m.cunningham@exeter.ac.uk
mailto:amy.coupland@poltimore.org
http://www.poltimore.org/
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Parish Church Services and News 
 

The Church of England welcomes you! 

The Netherexe Parishes 
 A Mission Community in the Diocese of Exeter  

www.netherexe.org 
 

 

6 February 2011 Epiphany 5 & The Queen’s Accession 

 

10:00 am Service With A Smile & Christingle ☺ Brampford Speke  HD & Lay-Led  

10:00 am Service of The Word   Poltimore BB & DB 

10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Thorverton  DD 

11:15 am Service of The Word   Rewe GSd & AB 

11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Upton Pyne  HD 

06:30 pm Evening Prayer  [BCP] Cadbury DD 

06:30 pm Service of The Word   Newton St Cyres HD  

 

 

13 February 2011 Epiphany 6 

 

09:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Brampford Speke  DD  

10:00 am Family Service of the Word ☺ Newton St Cyres  HD 

 & Holy Communion  [C] 

10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Stoke Canon  DD & JD 

11:00 am Joint Service  Thorverton Baptist Church Baptist Officiant 

   Joint with Parish Church 

11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Rewe CH 

06:30 pm Evening Prayer  [BCP] Huxham JD   

 

 

20 February 2011 Third before Lent 

 

08:00 am Holy Communion  [BCP] Thorverton  HD 

09:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Upton Pyne  DD 

10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Cadbury HD 

10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Cowley  DD 

10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Poltimore  HW 

03:30 pm  Evening Prayer  [BCP] Thorverton  DD 

05:00 pm Service With A Smile  ☺ Stoke Canon  Lay-Led  

06:30 pm Service of The Word   Brampford Speke  DD & ST 

   Joint with Baptist Chapel  

 

27 February 2011 Second before Lent  

 

09:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Huxham  AS  

10:00 am Service of The Word   Cadbury  DP 

10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Newton St Cyres  DD 

10:00 am Service of The Word   Stoke Canon  VM & MOJ 

10:00 am Family Service  ☺ Thorverton  Lay-Led  

10:00 am Service of The Word   Upton Pyne  DB & BB [TBC]  

11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Rewe SS 

06:30 pm Evening Prayer [BCP] Poltimore DD  

 

 

 

http://www.netherexe.org/
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6 March 2011 Next Before Lent  

 

08:00 am Holy Communion  [BCP] Newton St Cyres  HD  

10:00 am Service With A Smile  ☺ Brampford Speke  Lay-Led & HD 

10:00 am Service of The Word   Poltimore Lay-Led  

10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Thorverton  DD & 
    Mr T Thompson 

11:15 am Service of The Word   Rewe Lay-Led  

11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Upton Pyne  HD 

06:30 pm Evening Prayer  [BCP] Cadbury HD 

06:30 pm Service of The Word   Newton St Cyres DD 

 

9 March 2011 Ash Wednesday 

 

07:30 pm Mission Community Service  [C] Rewe DD & HD 

 Ash Wednesday Liturgy & Holy Communion  

 

Services in the Netherexe Parishes 

Your parish churches aim to provide a variety of service types to meet the needs of the whole community. Most 

Sunday services except those early in the morning include hymns and music 

Everyone is welcome at all services 

 

‘Service with a Smile’ ☺   These Family Services are designed for all ages 

Brampford Speke & Stoke Canon  and with the needs of young children especially in 

and Family Services Thorverton and  mind. They are informal and contemporary in 

Newton St Cyres    style, often including a children‘s activity at the    

      beginning; without communion. Services usually last   

      about 35 minutes and are followed by refreshments 

 

Young People’s Group  [YPG]   Young people‘s group meeting during the 10 am   

      service at Thorverton on the first Sunday of the month   

      in school term time 

Holy Communion  [C]  Traditional service in contemporary language [one hour] 

Holy Communion  [T]  Traditional service in traditional language [one hour] 

Holy Communion  [BCP]  Traditional service in traditional language [one hour] 

Service of the Word  [SW]  Morning or Evening Service [without communion] in   

      contemporary language, often Lay-Led 

Morning Prayer  [BCP]  Traditional Morning Service [Mattins] from the Book of  

      Common Prayer [about an hour] 

Evening Prayer or  [BCP]  Traditional Evening Service from the Book of Common 

Choral Evensong    Prayer [about an hour] 

 

DAILY SERVICES – Usual pattern 

Monday  09:00 am  Morning Prayer at Stoke Canon Chapel 

Tuesday  09:00 am  Morning Prayer at Stoke Canon Church 

Tuesday  06:00 pm  Evening Prayer at Rewe 

Wednesday  09:00 am  Morning Prayer at Thorverton 

Thursday  09:00 am  Morning Prayer at Thorverton 

Thursday  05:00 pm  Evening Prayer at Newton St Cyres 

Friday   09:00 am  Morning Prayer at Thorverton 

Saturday  09:00 am  Morning Prayer at Thorverton 

 

Variations:  Tues   1
st
 Feb  No Morning Prayer at Stoke Canon 

   Thu  3
rd

 Feb  No Morning Prayer at Thorverton 

   Sat  10
th
 Feb  No Morning Prayer at Thorverton 
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Wed  16
th
 Feb  Holy Communion at Thorverton [09:30 am] 

 

Who’s Who …..? Abbreviations Key 

 

DD  The Revd. Douglas Dettmer Priest-in-Charge 01392 860332 

SS  The Revd. Sue Sheppard Associate Minister 01392 841284 

HD  The Revd. Hilary Dawson Assistant Curate 01392 841928 

JD  The Revd. Julia Dallen  Assistant Curate 07733 673842 

 
AB Mrs Annabel Branney GK Mrs Gwynneth Keehner JSd Mr John Sandford 

BB Mrs Bridget Boxall JM Preb John Mapson GSd Mr Guy Sheppard 

DB Mr David Boxall SM The Revd Sue Martin AS The Revd Alan Simmons 

CC Mr Chris Cook VM Mrs Valerie Mills JSt Mrs Julie Stirling 

JC Mrs Jane Cook MOJ Mrs Maureen Owen-Jones ST The Revd Simon Taylor 

VC Mrs Veronica Clarke DP Mr David Perrott PW The Revd Peter Webb  

CF Mrs Catriona Fursdon GP Mrs Gerda Perrott HW The Revd Harold Whitty 

CH The Revd Chris Hughes VP Mrs Valerie Pritchard  

VH Mrs Valerie Hanson GSm Mr Geoff Saltmarsh  

     

 

Family Services of the Word marked ☺ are led by Lay Teams 

 

For more information about the Netherexe Parishes please see www.netherexe.org  

or contact: 

 

Mrs Margaret Lowe [Administrator] 

Tel: 07594 714590 - Tuesday & Thursday [08:30 – 16:30] 

Email: margaret.admin@netherexe.org 

Correspondence: The Netherexe Parishes, PO Box 734, Stoke Canon, Exeter, EX5 4WP. 

 

Would you like a lift to church? 

May we offer you a lift to the parish church or to a joint service elsewhere?  

For transport to Sunday services  from locations in Thorverton parish, please ring Steve Rendell on 

[01392] 860780.  

To arrange a lift to the weekday Holy Communion at Thorverton please ring Margaret Turner -Warwick 

on [01392] 861173 

 

Cessation of Information from the Registers 
Notices of baptisms, weddings and funerals are no longer appearing in this space as from this month.  If you would 

like to give notice of a special event in the life of your family or to announce the death of a family member, you 

are welcome to submit an announcement directly to the Focus editor – see details inside front cover.  Thank you. 

  

Thinking about Confirmation? 

Confirmation by the Bishop is an opportunity for a young person or adult to reaffirm the commitment made when 

he or she was baptised. In the Church of England it is the normal point of entry to Holy Communion. 

Young people have often considered confirmation sometime around the age of eleven, and many still choose to be 

confirmed while in Year 6 or 7 at school (in certain circumstances the Bishop may agree to confirm younger 

children). 

 

At the same time, in recent years a growing number of people making the decision to be confirmed have been 

adults, and the proportion of adult candidates for confirmation continues to grow. Confirmation at any stage of 

adult life is now entirely usual in the Church of England—it is never too late. 

 

If you or a member of your family might be interested in confirmation, please telephone the Revd Douglas 

Dettmer on (01392) 860332 or the Revd Hilary Dawson on (01392) 841928. They would be very pleased to talk 

it over with you. 

 

http://www.netherexe.org/
mailto:margaret.admin@netherexe.org
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Those thinking about the possibility of confirmation are invited to meet for about a series of informal sessions to 

explore what Christian faith means today and refresh our knowledge of the basics. A group for young people 

started on January 16
th

 at Stoke Canon church, with a view to confirmation by the Bishop of Crediton here 

in the Netherexe Parishes on Sunday afternoon, March 20
th

. 

 

If you are an adult and thinking about confirmation for yourself, please speak with Douglas or Hilary. 

 

Church Electoral Roll 

If your name has not been entered on the Church Electoral Roll and you would like to consider joining, please see 

information to be posted in the church porch during February. Membership of the Roll is an important way in 

which baptized Christians can identify themselves with the life and work of the Church of England in their local 

community, and is also a requirement for full participation in the Annual Parochial Church Meeting and election to 

church councils. 

 

 

Parish Letter 
“A February Face” 

 

In ―Much Ado About Nothing‖ by William 

Shakespeare, Don Pedro says to Benedick 

 

 ―Why, what‘s the matter, That you have such a 

February face, So full of frost, of storm and 

cloudiness?‖ 

 

And indeed February does not have a very good 

press does it, being usually associated with bad 

weather and general grumpiness and gloom. 

Christmas is a distant memory and for us this year at 

least Lent and Easter seem a long while off. We are 

in a sort of in-between time, trudging through cold 

and damp days and watching for the first signs of 

Spring. 

 

For the purposes of this letter I tried to find 

something good to say about February, and actually I 

have come up with quite a long list. Did you know 

for example that Queen Elizabeth II came to the 

throne on Feb 6
th
 in 1952, or that sweet rationing 

finally ended in Britain on 5
th
 Feb 1953? What a day 

that must have been! Nelson Mandela was finally 

freed after 27years of imprisonment on 11th Feb 

1990.... And on 21
st
 February 1987, my husband‘s 

31
st
 birthday, I presented him with his best birthday 

present ever – and one I will never be able to top – 

his daughter, Heather. So you see, for the Sheppard 

family at least, February is a very happy month! 

 

On February 2
nd

 many churches celebrate the 

beautiful ceremony of Candlemass, though this year 

we shall be celebrating it on 30
th
 January in the 

parishes here. In this service the candles to be used in 

church during the following year are brought into 

church to be blessed. For Christians candles 

symbolise Jesus, the Light of the World and this 

service also commemorates the presentation of Jesus 

in the Temple when Simeon, who had been waiting 

all his life for a glimpse of the Messiah, said that the 

baby he cradled in his arms would ―give light to them 

that sit in darkness‖ 

 

So perhaps when February days seem long and dull, 

when you think that Winter will never end and that 

Spring will never come, when you have a ―February 

face‖, perhaps then it would be good to remember 

that little baby and the light He has brought into the 

world – a light the darkness will never overcome. I 

hope you experience some of that light deep in your 

hearts not just this February but always. If you want 

to learn more about it then venture into a local 

church service –where I can guarantee you will be 

met with light and warmth in the faces of the people 

there. 

 

Sue Sheppard 

 

Baptist Church 
 

What other nation………has such righteous decrees 

and laws? ( Deuteronomy Ch 4 ) 

 

After forty years of wandering in the wilderness, the 

people of Israel pause on the edge of the long-

promised land. Moses who has led them through the 

wilderness but knows that he will not cross the 

Jordan himself, gives a final extended sermon on 

how they are to build their society in the new land.  

They must observe the laws which have been given 

by God. The rule of God must be at the heart of their 

national life. We see later in Deuteronomy some of 

the aspects of that law that inspire the struggle for 

justice today-care for the poorest and special 

treatment for those who are marginalized.  
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So how can we advocate for God‘s rule in our own 

national life today? What are the values that will 

make us ‗a wise and understanding people‘? Perhaps 

most of all it is to open our hearts to those around us, 

and particularly to the poor, the weak and the 

marginalized. Sin closes our eyes to anyone who is 

not ‗like me‘. God opens them to enable us to find 

his image in all people. 

On the agenda of most Church Council Meetings 

recently has been the issue of access to our churches 

for people with disabilities. Under new government 

legislation we are required to make any alterations 

necessary. ‗More red tape, more money to be spent, 

and how many disabled people do we get in our 

churches!‘ That could so easily have been the tone of 

the discussion. But thankfully it was also an 

opportunity to reflect on how we could ensure 

everyone was welcome in our church community. 

On 19
th
 June 2002, more than 13,000 people gathered 

in the early summer sunshine outside Westminster to 

lobby their Members of Parliament as part of the 

growing campaign for trade justice for the world‘s 

poorest countries. 

One MP, John Barrett, commented, ‗People outside 

are not asking for a better deal for themselves. They 

are saying, ―Give the poorest of the poor and the 

hungry and the starving of the world a fair deal-let 

them have a chance to help themselves, and end a 

trading system that kicks people when they are 

down‖‘    

We need to ask God to open our hearts to people 

around us, and then to use our voices  and our votes 

to make their needs heard, so that our nation may be 

valued as a ‗wise and understanding people‘. 

 

The Baptist Church gives a warm welcome to anyone 

who would like to join us at any of our services, at 

any time. 

 

Phyllis Langdon,  Church Secretary

 

 

 

 

Twenty Five Years Ago 
 

Focus February 1986 
 

Ringing Roundabout 

On Sunday, December 22
nd

 the ringers planned to 

ring for Morning Service at Cadbury, but the bells 

are rung infrequently, so once we had disposed of the 

cascade of spiders, their webs, dirt and debris, we 

rang the Christmas message with gusto! 

 

That same Sunday afternoon we rang our own bells 

for the Carol Service at Thorverton Church, and the 

ringers stayed for the Service. 

 

Our intention to ring early Christmas morning did 

not materialise since several members of the team 

were spending Christmas elsewhere, and any plan to 

ring on Christmas Eve for the Midnight Service did 

not get approval from Father Christmas. As he 

explained to our Tower Captain - he has trouble 

enough with wide-awake children without the noise 

of the bells! 

 

We made up for this however at Hogmonay 

(December 31
st
 to the Sassenachs!) when we rang a 

touch of St. Winnow half muffled-in respect of the 

Old Year-and we welcomed the New Year, after 

midnight, with a touch of ‗Queens‘ without muffles. 

The bellringers send all their listeners Good Wishes 

for 1986 and a special welcome to our newest 

recruit- Anthony Sims. 

The ringing team are Emily Aird, Jeremy Gay, Ena 

Ford, Will Ford, Peter Scott, Owen Jacobs, Julie 

Wardle, Nick Scott, Anthony Sims, John Mitchell 

(Capt.) 

Emily Aird 

 

 

Over 60s Club 

The annual meeting of the over 60s Club was held on 

January 2
nd

. The Secretary gave a report of the year‘s 

activities, and the Chairman, Mrs E. Aird hoped 1986 

will prove as happy a year as 1985. Mrs.Aird was 

again elected Chairman and Treasurer, Mrs. 

Maguire-Secretary, and Mrs. Glanville-Outing 

Organiser. 

Details of a day trip to Plymouth will be given to 

members later, and it was also agreed to hold a 

coffee morning later in the year. Although we have a 

satisfactory membership, anyone eligible to join is 

welcome to visit on Thursday afternoons in the 

Memorial Hall at 2-15p.m. 

Our meetings are varied and interesting, consisting of 

discussions, film shows etc. and always finishing 

with the inevitable ‗cuppa‘ 

January 9
th
 saw an invasion of the Bell Inn, and 

thanks to Mr. and Mrs. Livingstone, members 

thoroughly enjoyed the annual luncheon party. We 

now look forward to the better weather and our visits 

to the Moors and Coast. 

N.E.Maguire.  
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Thorverton and District History 
Society 
 

There was no meeting in December.  The January 

meeting  - the AGM – had not taken place at the time 

of going to press and will be reported on in March’s 

Focus.  However, I have been able to obtain dates 

and titles for the meetings in 2011 and these are set 

out in the Diary on the back cover of Focus.  Annual 

membership is only £5 and is money well spent 

considering the quality of many of the talks. Ed 

 

Ladies Group 
 

Will ladies please meet in the Bury for the February 

Meeting, when we shall be going to the Northcott for 

the production of  ‗Kes‘, with many thanks to Beryl 

for arranging it for us.  This will be on Thursday 10
th
 

February  at 10 minutes to seven. 

 

 

 

Dolphin Group Upstream 
 

This year started well with Marian giving a 

marvellous talk on her travels through and around 

AMERICA which we all enjoyed very much, we are 

now looking forward to the next instalment. 

 

Talks for February are: 

3
rd

  V Ann Holden: Work Experiences 

10
th
  Alison: Fairtrade 

17
th
  Doreen: Spring gardening hints 

24
th
  Age Concern (open to anyone in village) 

 

We are starting the book club again so any suitable 

suggestions will be welcome. 

 

Margaret Banks 

 

Community Wall Hanging 
You are invited to join Upstream in a series of craft 

workshops leading to the designing and making of a 

community wall hanging. 

 

The workshops will take place every Wednesday 

morning during February and March in the W.I. Hut 

from 10 am – 12 noon. 

 

Workshops include:- 

 Feb 2
nd

 Fascinating Felt – learn how to make 

colourful felt 

 Feb 9
th
 Fabulous Fabrics – paint on it, sew 

and embellish it 

 Feb 16
th
 All Things Woolly – weave, latch 

rugs, tapestry... 

 

With the help of Upstream, providers contribute to 

the design and making of the piece. 

 

These workshops are an opportunity to learn new 

skills and share others, in a relaxed and fun 

atmosphere. This project is open to people of all  

 

 

ages. We ask for a contribution of £2 towards 

materials and refreshments. 

 

For more information about this project or about 

Upstream please call us on 01363 778029 and speak 

to Claire, Christina or Sally. 

 

 

I Don't Believe It 
The season of goodwill prompted me to give readers 

a break last month. However, following public 

demand (2), I‘ve found a few things to get excited 

about.  

 

I initially had considerable sympathy with students 

(and parents!) regarding escalating tuition fees and 

their right to protest. However, after watching the 

appalling behaviour of a sizeable, and probably 

unemployable anarchic minority, I would like to see 

the system revised to prevent those who clearly have 

no intention of doing anything useful or making any 

contribution to society from benefiting at my 

expense. With Britain‘s chronic shortage of 

engineers and scientists I am bemused that public 

money is still available for, what I think of as, Disney 

Degrees. The popularity of Durham‘s BA Ed. 

JKR/Harry Potter module may now require me to 

think of something more contemporary. 

 

Talking of fiction, it appears that television 

schedulers took leave of their senses again this 

Christmas, screening Narnia after the watershed and 

the Gruffalo after my bedtime. What twilight world 

do they live in? 

 

Whilst I find it easy to criticise, I would, just for a 

change, like to praise. With escalating train fares I 

pay tribute to the ticketing staff at Exeter St David‘s 

Station who, with a little flexibility on times and 

route, are usually able to beat whatever fare I‘ve 

found on-line. Thank you and well done. 

 

Commentator 
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Legal Eagle 
This month, and for the next few months we are 

going to look at aspects of our Criminal Law which I 

hope will be of interest. 

 

The basic principle of our Criminal law is that a 

person is innocent until proved guilty. This is 

sometimes referred to as the Woolmington principle. 

In Woolmington –v- DPP [1935], the accused had 

shot his estranged wife. The couple had argued, the 

wife had left and the accused called to see her with 

the intention of persuading her to return. He had 

taken with him his shotgun, his intention being to 

threaten to shoot himself if his wife refused to return 

to the matrimonial home. The gun, according to the 

accused, went off by accident and his wife had been 

shot. The trial judge had directed the jury that the 

accused had to prove that the killing was an accident; 

not murder. The jury convicted the accused. On 

appeal to the House of Lords, it was held the judge‘s 

direction to the jury had been a misdirection; the 

prosecution had to prove that the accused killed with 

the intention to kill or to cause serious harm. The 

appeal was allowed. Viscount Sankey LC stated: 

 

Throughout the web of the English criminal Law one 

golden thread is always to be seen, that it is the duty 

of the prosecution to prove the prisoner’s guilt, 

subject to………….the defence of insanity and 

subject also to any statutory exception………..the 

principle that the prosecution must prove the guilt of 

the prisoner is part of the common law of England. 

 

The standard of proof by which the prosecution must 

prove guilt is ‗beyond reasonable doubt‘. 

 

The effect of the Woolmington principle is that 

where the accused merely denies the prosecution 

case, in whole or in part, no burden is imposed on 

him. However, where the accused raises a defence he 

bears, at least, an evidential burden of adducing 

sufficient evidence to enable the judge to leave the 

defence to the jury. 

 

Some defences however, require more of the 

accused. In such cases the accused bears the legal 

burden of proving the existence of the defence, "on 

the balance of probability". Instances of this nature, 

for example where the accused seeks to rely on the 

defence of insanity, are known as reverse-proof 

burdens. 

 

It has been argued that placing the burden of proof 

on the defendant contravenes Article 6(2) of the 

European Convention on Human Rights. The Article 

provides that "everyone charged with a criminal 

offence shall be presumed innocent until proven 

guilty according to law". 

 

The courts have approached this issue by holding 

that if a provision imposes a legal burden of proof on 

the accused it will be incompatible with the 

presumption of innocence unless the provision is 

serving a legitimate aim and is a proportionate and 

justifiable response. 

 

However, if a reverse burden of proof is not regarded 

as a proportionate and justifiable response, the court 

can "read down" the provision as only placing an 

evidential burden on the accused, thereby avoiding a 

conflict with the provisions of Article 6(2). 

 

The majority of criminal offences require the 

prosecution to prove that the accused carried out an 

act or failed to act in circumstances prohibited by the 

law and at the time of doing so his state of mind was 

that required by the definition of the offence. 

 

These two elements are referred to as the actus reus, 

the guilty act or omission and the mens rea, the 

guilty state of mind. The basis of this liability is the 

Latin phrase: actus non facit reum nisi mens sit rea – 

"the act is not guilty unless the mind is guilty". 

 

This approach to criminal liability has not, however, 

passed without criticism. In Miller [1983], Lord 

Diplock said: 

 

My Lords, it would I think be conducive to clarity of 

analysis of the  ingredients of a crime that is created 

by statute, as are the greater majority  of criminal 

offences today, if we were to avoid bad Latin and 

instead to think and speak about the conduct of the 

accused and his state of mind  at the time of that 

conduct, instead of speaking of actus reus and mens 

rea.  

 

Whilst there may be some force in Lord Diplock‘s 

reasoning, the terms actus reus and mens rea have 

been part of our criminal law for hundreds of years 

and remain so; they are useful tags on which to hang 

explanations of many of the rules of criminal law. 

For that reason alone we shall continue to use them 

in this series of articles. 

 

Next month we shall look at the actus reus 

requirement in crimes. 

 

Clive Hamlin 
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Thorverton’s Waterfalls Revisited 
Some of you will recall John Spivey’s photos in Focus a couple of years ago of Thorverton’s internationally 

renowned waterfalls (are you sure about this? – Ed).  John has revisited those sites for us: 

 
John Spivey 
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PTFA News  
Recent pledges - We have recently pledged £1,000 

to enhance the work environment of class two, and 

for a new canopy for the outdoor classroom, which 

had been damaged by the recent snow. We have also 

this term paid for two coaches for the children‘s 

pantomime trip, and provided party bags of half time 

treats for the children, and contributed £300 towards 

the coaches for years 3,4, 5 and 6 swim/gym 

sessions. 

 

Upcoming events - We have our annual quiz taking 

place at school on Friday 11
th
 February, doors open 

at 7.30 for an 8pm start. Tickets are £6, to include a 

chilli & jacket supper (veggie alt available) teams of 

up to 8, create your own or join one when you get 

there! Children are welcome but the quiz is aimed at 

adults! The winning team will have there entry fee 

refunded, and we also hope to have a game of heads 

or tails, to get the evening going! There will be a 

licensed bar, and soft drinks for sale. Many thanks to 

Matt & Niki Payne for volunteering to be quiz 

masters again! 

 

We have decided to run a different family event for 

Easter this year, it was felt that bingo, though great 

fun for the older children, is slightly hard for the 

younger ones. This year we will be running a Family 

Race Night, this will take place on 30
th
 March at 

school, more details to follow! 

 

Our Summer event, advertised for 11
th
 June, has now 

been bought forward due to clashing with the 

Thorverton Show. It will be held instead on Sat 21
st
 

May, the event is as yet undecided, but one idea is a 

‗wedding ball‘ to reflect the Royal wedding, you may 

come dressed in your wedding attire (Bride, Groom, 

Bridesmaids, Guest etc) if anyone has any ideas they 

may be able to contribute for this event, please step 

forward! 

 

Tea Towels - We still have some tea towels left from 

2010, these make fantastic presents, and are great 

quality, at only £1 a piece it is worth stocking up! 

They will be available at the quiz night, and at the 

Saturday market cake stalls. 

 

Cake Stall - We took £40 at the January stall, which 

is good for a quiet January market! Many thanks to 

Carol Pearn for all the hard work and baking she puts 

in, unfortunately there were not many cake donations 

this month, and so Carol spent a day in her kitchen! It 

would be great to have some more donations in 

February, the market being on Sat 12
th
. Cake 

donations can be bought either to school on the 

Friday, or to the quiz night. 

 

Our next meeting will be held on Tuesday 1
st
 March, 

7.30 at the Exeter Inn. We are desperate for new 

members, and you don‘t have to be a Mum of a 

school child to join! Dads, Grandparents, Aunties, 

friends, in fact anyone would be made very welcome! 

 

Thank you all for your support. 

Lisa Browning 

 

 

Building at Thorverton Pre-School 
Building work on the new Thorverton Pre-School 

facility has now started after almost forty years of 

fund raising! 

 

Thorverton Pre-school has been operating out of the 

Memorial Hall in the village since the early 

seventies. For much of this time parents and staff 

have investigated the possibility of building a 

purpose built classroom to permanently house the 

pre-school, a dream which is finally becoming a 

reality.  

 

The new facility is being built within the grounds of 

Thorverton Primary School; there will be a separate 

classroom for the pre-school children who will 

access shared outside space with the children from 

the school. Despite the challenging weather, progress 

is being made and it is hoped that the project will be 

completed by the end of April so that the children 

can move into their new classroom for the summer 

term. 

 

Sarah Mitchell, Chairman of the Thorverton Pre-

School Committee says, ‗we are absolutely delighted 

to see local builders Foxfords on site after so much 

planning and so many years of fundraising, and 

cannot wait for the children to have their purpose 

built facility. The school have been very enthusiastic 

about bringing the pre-school on-site, and the two 

organisations are already working closely together to 

ensure mutual benefit be derived from this exciting 

new building in due course. We are also extremely 

grateful to the local community for all their 

fundraising support and goodwill with this project.‘ 

 

In addition to the local fundraising Thorverton Pre-

School has organised, significant funding has also 

been received from Focus, the Garfield Weston 
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Foundation, Councillor Michael Lee and Devon 

County Council‘s Investing In Devon capital grant 

scheme, money that originated from the sale of 

Exeter Airport that had been set aside specifically for 

community projects.  

 

Thorverton Pre-School is continuing fundraising 

efforts through their ‗Buy a Brick‘ scheme which 

will see all contributors named on a plaque on the 

new building, to find out more or to make a donation 

please email Keeley Wells - keeleyat@btinternet.com 

 

Rachel Mildon 

Thorverton Pre-School, Communications Officer 

 

 

Poetry 
New Flowerings 

While the flowers silent slept, 

Beneath a quilt of snow, 

Old Jack Frost awiftly crept 

New flowerings to bestow; 

Every bloom was pristine white, 

As his magic spell he made, 

Seedheads, fronds and grasses 

"Bloomed" in hedge and glade; 

Restored from death or dying, 

From dormancy or decay, 

To a sparkling winter's show case 

As beautiful as may - 

As lovely as the blossoms 

Hung on the springtime thorn; 

While earth's flowers silent slept 

New glories welcomed dawn. 

Doreen Beer  

 

The Beatles in Russia 

Even before Gorbachev 

The young had said ‗enough‘. 

 

The old regime was full of lies - 

Which made it easy to despise. 

 

Then the Beatles came along – 

And youth blossomed into song. 

 

Suddenly life seemed worthwhile - 

Their parents could not raise a smile 

 

All the kids were going to pot 

And that hurt these folks a lot. 

 

Young men who strummed guitars 

Started hanging out in bars. 

 

Youngsters dressed like the Fab Four 

They found it easy to adore. 

 

All this would crystallise in change - 

A new regime, one young and strange. 

   Andrew Hoellering 

 

TARTS news 

 
 

TARTS Conquer Dartmoor Mist 

 

15 January saw 14 TARTS plus one dog meet for 

their first walk of the year. It was good to have 2 new 

members who had made a New Year resolution to go 

walking each weekend (reader, if you made a similar 

resolution do join us on our next walk). Ray had a 

planned a winter walk recommended in the Dartmoor 

magazine. Our starting point was the Dartmoor Inn 

near Lydford. 

 

The winter walk was described as mainly on good 

tracks and we soon saw the advantage of this as the 

mist descended as we started along the track towards 

Great Nodden. Although we did not have a view 

down the valleys the track ahead of us was clearly 

marked. The ascent up and around Great Nodden was 

fairly gentle as it followed the course of an old 

railway. 

 

Eventually we reached our mostly northerly point 

and we followed the railway track as it turned 

eastward and then south, unfortunately into a driving 

wind. Ray was anxious to get us into the valley and 

out of the driving wind before he allowed us to stop 

for lunch. At that point it was reassuring that Rob‘s 

map and Ray‘s GPS agreed exactly where we were, 

not exactly easy for Ray to lead in the mist. 

 

After lunch we continued southwards but with all the 

snow/rain in recent weeks it was not easy to 

distinguish path and stream! Good compass work led 

us towards Dick‘s Well and our track westwards 

towards Lydford. The drawbacks of mist are 

compensated by the joy of seeing your target emerge 

from it. Such was the joy felt by many of the party as 

Widgery Cross on the top of Brat Tor came into 

view. Time for a short stop to congratulate ourselves 
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before the descent back to the Dartmoor Inn and 

welcome drinks.  

 

General agreement that Ray had chosen a good walk 

and that we must do it again later in the year so we 

can admire the views that we mist (pun intended - 

Ed) this time. 

 

Future walks and events 

 

Saturday 19
th
 February – shorter walk led by Jenny 

 

Saturday 5
th
 March – longer walk led by Caroline 

 

Saturday 19
th
 March – shorter walk led by Tony 

 

Saturday 2
nd

 April – longer walk led by Heather and 

Royston 

 

Saturday 16
th
 April – longer walk led by Graeme 

 

All walks meet outside The Bell at 0930, and are 

suitable for dogs unless otherwise stated. Shorter 

walks are usually 4–6 miles in length and longer 

walks 6–9 miles, however precise details of each 

walk (length, gradient, lunch information etc) will be 

displayed approximately a week before the walk in 

the Old Post Office window and on the village notice 

board. If you would like to be included on the email 

list contact Caroline (861002) or Graeme (860203). 

. 

Caroline Prince 
 

 

Nature Notes 
During the snowy conditions the normally shy 

bullfinches made bolder visits into the garden where 

here they have a liking for winter honeysuckle buds 

and on the hedge eat seeds of wizened blackberries. 

The snow provided evidence of what creatures were 

up to in the freezing conditions. Beneath dock, thistle 

and field maple were remains of where birds had 

been feeding on these sources of food. Patches of 

yellow in the snow indicated where rodents had 

urinated. 

 

By the time you read this article some of us will have 

taken part in the RSPB Big Garden Birdwatch 

survey. There are concerns about what effect the 

snow in December has had on the bird population. 

The results of the survey may give an indication of 

how birds have fared in the very cold weather. 

 

On 27
th
  December my daughter was out for a walk 

with friends around the Thorverton lanes and 

disturbed snipe that were probing in ditches. At 

Wyke my sister had woodcock in her wood. In early 

January Mick Batt reported he had a brambling in his 

garden at Broadlands. On 13
th
 January at Cowley, the 

day the fields around there were heavily flooded I 

saw a little egret. Close to Thorverton a bat was out 

hunting for food just after sunset on 15th January.  

 

Have you seen a butterfly yet?  The Atropos website 

(concerning butterflies, moths, dragonflies and 

damselflies) has reports of brimstones, peacocks and 

red admirals on the wing in various parts of the 

country.  

 

So far the rain prediction for January (as mentioned 

last month) has been correct and we have had a lot. 

Due to some mild conditions hazel catkins are out 

and snowdrops are showing buds and may be in full 

flower before January is out. A friend who lives in 

Exeter has recently heard a woodpecker drumming 

on at least two occasions. Who will be first to report 

frog spawn this year, keep checking your pond and 

watery places when you are out for a walk? A 

croaking frog has already been heard in the village. 

 

Jenny Garne 

 

 

Garden Club News 
The Garden Club AGM was on 24

th
 January at which 

details of our new list of talks for 2011 were to be 

decided (sadly just missed getting reported on in this 

Focus, although we do our best to include up to the 

minute reports as far as possible – Ed).  

 

On 30
th
 April we shall be holding our annual Flower 

Show in the village hall at Upton Pyne and details of 

the various classes for this will also be published in 

the March edition. However the subjects for the 

photography section have already been decided. As 

usual there will be two for the adults – a) Garden 

Wildlife and b) Garden Close Up and there will be 

one class for children which will be My Best Friend. 

(Come on Thorverton residents – a chance to show 

off your photographic skills against the best that 

Upton Pyne can offer! – Ed) 

 

If anyone is interested in joining the Garden Club do 

please give me a ring on 861 205. We are a very 

friendly group and new members can be assured of a 

warm welcome. 

 

Ros Rowlerson 
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Devon-wide 
The attention of Focus is deliberately on the village 

of Thorverton.  I will be using this page to feature 

things a little further afield which might be of 

interest to Thorverton villagers.  Don’t worry though 

for I shall be staying within Devon.  If you have 

anything that you would like me to include please 

send it in – Ed. 

 

Crime in Devon 

Information on reported crimes can be seen at: 

www.maps.police.uk/view/devon-cornwall.  I homed 

in on Tiverton Rural, which covers Thorverton, and 

found that crime had increased quite noticeably over 

the past year (see chart below).  The crime level is 

described as ―average‖. 

 

Crime rates* in Tiverton Rural area from December 

2009 to November 2010: 

 

 
 
* Crime rates show number of crimes per 1000 people. 

Looking at crime types, the number of burglaries had 

risen sharply, although still only averaging 6.3 per 

month in September to November 2010;  incidents of 

violence had also risen over the past three months;  

while incidents of anti-social behaviour averaged 15 

per month over that period compared with just 4.3 

per month in the same period in 2009.  Is it that there 

is more crime about or is it better reported now?   

 

Book review: Dartmoor by Ian Mercer 

This book is written by the current chairman of the 

Dartmoor Commoners‘ Council and President of the 

Devon Wildlife Trust, a man who was formerly 

Chief Officer of the Dartmoor National Park 

Authority and Chief Executive of the Countryside 

Council for Wales.  Ian Mercer comes with a solid 

pedigree.  He also retains the enthusiasm of a 

geographer and naturalist.  His enthusiasm and 

slightly impish humour come across in this latest 

definitive book on Dartmoor, published at the end of 

2009 in the New Naturalist series.  It is an ambitious 

work to cover all aspects of Dartmoor from its 

geology to its fauna, industry, agriculture and 

conservation.  There are plentiful photos to illustrate 

points, but whilst some of these make the point 

clearly, several were too indstinct for my liking.  A 

very interesting book to dip into although, at £50, 

one that most of us are more likely to enjoy from the 

library than from owning a copy. 

 
Transition Town Totnes 

Rob Hopkins was one of the founders of the 

Transition Town movement in 2003.  The movement 

aims to address the challenges of peak oil (ie when 

worldwide oil extraction reaches its maximum, 

predicted to be almost upon us) and climate change.  

He is now the driving force behind Transition Town 

Totnes, which has gone from strength to strength 

over the past few years.  The transition initiative 

seeks to answer the question: ―for all those aspects of 

life that this community needs in order to sustain 

itself and thrive, how do we significantly increase 

resilience (to mitigate the effects of Peak Oil) and 

drastically reduce carbon emissions (to mitigate the 

effects of Climate Change)?"  Totnes has developed 

40 projects actively involving more than 3,000 

residents.  It has drawn up a framework document – 

its Energy Descent Action Plan – with positive 

practical steps to making the town more resilient.  I 

can‘t pretend to understand all of this but it is 

interesting and encouraging to know that there are 

people out there (in Totnes) having a go at living a 

less oil-dependent lifestyle.  Find out more at 

www.transitiontowntotnes.org. 

 

Opera Speke 
Opera Speke is back! The rumours of our demise 

have been greatly exaggerated. We certainly dropped 

off the radar screens of the cultural life of the 

Netherexe parishes because of family problems, but 

we are now back and well underway again. 

 

In December, we screened Madam Butterfly, and in 

January, La Traviata. These evenings are great fun, 

real social events; we watch the greatest operas in the 

finest productions in high definition on a large screen 

with a superb Bose sound system. Our interval 

parties are becoming legendary. Great opera amongst 

good friends. So, come along, have a great night out! 

 

On Tuesday, February 15
th
 at 7 p.m., we are 

screening Puccini‘s Tosca in perhaps the definitive 

version, filmed in the exact locations of the original 

settings.  This is sure to be popular, so if you want to 

come, give us a ring beforehand. We have to know 

the numbers so we can set out the chairs beforehand 

and ensure there is food aplenty. 

 

See you then. 

Jane Barnard-Smith (01392 841770) 

http://www.maps.police.uk/view/devon-cornwall
http://www.transitiontowntotnes.com/
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The February Garden 
 

One cold November evening at a viewing of John 

Spivey`s wonderful arctic slides, Pat Brookes 

approached me to write in Focus as she had sadly 

decided to finish writing her gardening page at the 

end of the year. To be honest, my heart dropped. The 

daunting task of providing an informative and 

interesting piece of writing each month, involves a 

large element of self discipline, not my strongest 

point! The other worry was to follow in Pat`s 

footsteps. Pat has given us her pearls of gardening 

wisdom to encourage the keen and not so keen 

gardener to get out there and `do`. Her knowledge is 

vast and has been passed on in such a readable way. 

The gardening page was always the first stop when 

the new Focus arrived. So, thank you Pat for those 

dedicated years and all your gardening expertize. 

You are a very hard act to follow. 

 

So, on with the task. For all of you who do not know 

me, I am Lorraine Colebrook. I work for the National 

Trust at Knightshayes Court Tiverton as supervisor 

for the Walled Kitchen Garden. This basically 

involves looking after the 2 acres of Walled Garden 

and an acre of polytunnels, glasshouse and sheds 

behind the garden. I am therefore a fruit and veg. 

person in the main, but not entirely. The Walled 

Garden contains a large herbaceous border, 2 herb 

areas, one of culinary herbs and 4 beds of medicinal 

herbs and a long avenue of more exotic unusual 

shrubs situated behind an old handsome Yew hedge. 

The garden is open to the puplic from February to 

December and is a fully operational working Kitchen 

Garden with a financial target to make from the 

selling of the produce. 

 

I have three main aims to achieve before February 

comes to an end. The first aim is to finish pruning the 

fruit in the garden. This involves the apple trees and 

all the soft fruit and also the vines. I do not prune the 

plums, peaches, damsons or cherries in the winter. 

These are always pruned in the summer as they are 

prone to a nasty disease, `Silver Leaf`, if pruned in 

the winter. The pears are also pruned mainly in the 

summer to help keep their shape against the walls as 

espaliers and cordons. As a general rule of thumb, 

pruning in the summer encourages fruit development 

and pruning in the winter encourages vigorous new 

growth. Therefore it follows that once your fruit trees 

are the size you would like, and remember you are 

the boss in your garden and plants generally can only 

have a limited space, it is useful to prune mid 

summer ie, mid August which will slow up growth 

and encourage fruit production. A little bit of 

`tweaking` during the winter is all that is needed 

after this. My second aim is completing the tidying 

and mulching of flower borders and cleaning up the 

veg. plots ready for this year‘s planting. The potato 

plot will have a thick layer of well composted horse 

manure left on it, which will then be dug in just 

before the potatoes go in during March.  

 

The third aim is changing the strawberry plots so that 

they are in a three year rotation. Strawberry plants 

are most productive during the first few years of their 

life and after this they become tired and often 

become virused and much less productive. Whatever 

you decide to change, this is the best time of the year 

to sort it out before you get busy with the rest of the 

garden. 

 

So, happy gardening and make this the year that you 

get out there and make an early start, you will not 

regret it later in the summer. 

 

Lorraine Colebrook 

 

I am delighted that Lorraine offered to contribute 

these monthly articles, taking on the mantle from Pat 

Brookes – thank you Lorraine for accepting the usual 

fee for so doing – Ed. 



Focus on Thorverton  Vol. 42 No. 2- February 2011 

 

22 

Thorverton Football Club 
Not such a good run recently for the First Team who now lie 11

th
 (of 16) in the Devon and Exeter Premier Division 

with 4 wins, 2 draws and 8 losses.  Full results and fixtures for February below: 

 
Date Kick Off Home/Away Opponents Result Score 

04 Sep 15:00 Home SEATON TOWN Win 3-2 

11 Sep 15:00 Home ST MARTINS Loss 1-2 

18 Sep 15:00 Away TOPSHAM TOWN Loss 0-2 

25 Sep 15:00 Home BEER ALBION Win 3-1 

02 Oct 15:00 Away SIDMOUTH TOWN Loss 1-3 

30 Oct 15:00 Away HATHERLEIGH TOWN Draw 3-3 

06 Nov 14:15 Away ST MARTINS Loss 0-4 

13 Nov 14:15 Away BUDLEIGH SALTERTON Win 3-0 

20 Nov 14:15 Home HEAVITREE SOCIAL UNITED Win 2-1 

27 Nov 14:15 Away EXMOUTH AMATEURS Loss 1-3 

11 Dec 14:15 Away UNIVERSITY Loss 1-3 

03 Jan 14:15 Home WILLAND ROVERS Draw 2-2 

15 Jan 14:15 Home WELLINGTON TOWN Loss 3-4 

22 Jan 14:15 Away SEATON TOWN Loss 2-3 

29 Jan 14:15 Home SIDMOUTH TOWN 
  

05 Feb 15:00 Away BEER ALBION 
  

12 Feb 15:00 Home HATHERLEIGH TOWN 
  

19 Feb 15:00 Home BUDLEIGH SALTERTON 
  

26 Feb 15:00 Away HEAVITREE SOCIAL UNITED 
  

 
The Second Team have 5 wins, 2 draws and 4 losses to date.  Results and fixtures for February below: 

 
Date Kick Off Home/Away Opponents Result Score 

04 Sep 15:00 Away SEATON TOWN 2nd Loss 0-1 

18 Sep 15:00 Home SIDBURY UNITED 2nd Win 2-1 

25 Sep 15:00 Away TEDBURN ST MARY Win 3-2 

02 Oct 15:00 Home ST MARTINS 2nd Draw 3-3 

09 Oct 15:00 Away KENTISBEARE Loss 0-1 

23 Oct 15:00 Away ST MARTINS 2nd Win 3-1 

30 Oct 15:00 Home NEWTOWN 3rd Loss 2-3 

06 Nov 14:15 Home TEDBURN ST MARY Draw 2-2 

13 Nov 14:15 Home LAPFORD Win 2-1 

11 Dec 14:15 Home HEMYOCK Win 4-3 

15 Jan 14:15 Away SIDBURY UNITED 2nd Loss 3-4 

29 Jan 14:15 Away COLATON RALEIGH 
  

05 Feb 15:00 Away LAPFORD 
  

19 Feb 15:00 Away CREDITON UNITED 
  

26 Feb 15:00 Home NEWTON ST CYRES 
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The Exe Valley Film Society 
                      

 
proudly presents our next screening: 

Some Like it Hot 
 

Director: Billy Wilder 

Starring: Marylin Monroe, Jack Lemmon, Tony Curtis 

 

     This classic comedy, made in 1959, tells the story of two struggling musicians who dress as 

women and join a female band in order to escape “the mob” after witnessing the St Valentine’s Day 

Massacre. 

 

Date: THURSDAY 24th February at BRAMPFORD SPEKE VILLAGE HALL. Doors open 7.30 for 

8pm start. Bring a bottle and a glass and enjoy the free popcorn. Members £1, guests £5. All 

welcome. Enquiries: 01392 840072     

 

 
 

 

For Sale: 

 

Antique small Thorverton longcase (grandfather) clock, by James Commings of 

Thorverton, C1825. Also names Robert Henly.  

 

Very pretty painted dial, 30 hour in Oak case only 6'2" tall.  

 

Price £1,000  

 

Chris Cluff   07802 385746 for more information   
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Thorverton Parish Information 
AIR AMBULANCE EMERGENCY - QUOTE NATIONAL GRID REFERENCE 

RECREATION GROUND - Sheet 192 SS 923019 MEMORIAL HALL FIELD - Sheet 192 SS 926019 

Bus services    See inside back cover 

Carers' Support Group Anne Higman, Wyndham House Surgery, Silverton. 860034. 
     Meetings - 3rd Wednesday of month, Wyndham House, 2.30-4.30 p.m. 

Church (C of E)   The Revd. Douglas Dettmer, The Rectory, Thorverton. 860332 

     The Revd. Sue Sheppard, Associate Minister, Autumn Haze, Rewe, 01392 841284 
     The Revd Hilary Dawson, Assistant Curate, The Vicarage, Stoke Canon, 01392 841928 
     Mrs Margaret Lowe, Administration Manager, 07594 714590 margaret.admin@netherexe.org 

 Church Wardens Peter Colebrook, Ockero, Thorverton. 861019.  
     Edwin Greed, Fortescue, Netherexe. 841231. 

 Consort   Mary Thomas, 1 The Glebe, Thorverton. 860730. 

 P.C.C. Treasurer  Jean Brown, Rydal Cottage, Bullen Street. 861176. 

 Friends of Thorverton Parish Church Trust Emmie Aird, Kirkfoard, The Berry, Thorverton. 

Church (Baptist)  The Revd. Maurice Harrison, 01884 258599. 
    Secretary Phyllis Langdon, 860932.  

Services, notice board or Focus. 

County Councillor  Cllr. Mr. M. Lee. 01363 772671. 

District Councillor  Cllr. Mr. R. M. Deed. 01392 861258. 

Doctors     Dr Jon Wride & Lynne Anderson / Drs Stead, O'Brien & Ziegler 

Electricity (Western Power) Report a loss of power: 0800 365 900 Bill Enquiries: 0800 365 000 
      Street lights 0870 556 1851  

Friends of Thorverton & Silverton Surgeries Christine Walker, 881501 

Gas Emergency   0800 111999 

Leonard Trust Chairman: R Hughes. Secretary: Mrs. E Hughes, 3 Dinham Mews, Exeter EX4 4EF 

Library (Exeter Mobile) Alternate Thursdays, 11.45am to 12.05pm (16.05 to 16.50 from January 2011) 
in the Quarry Car Park 

Newspaper Reporter (Express & Echo) Jane Ristic, 53 Silver Street, Thorverton. 860054 

Parish Council Chairman Cllr. Stuart Crang,  

Parish Clerk    Mrs Jane Lane, Stable House, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062. 

Parish Council Meetings 2nd Tuesday of month, at The Memorial Hall, 7.30 pm. 

Parish Allotments  Contact the Parish Clerk - 861062 

Parish Council Notice Board Situated in School Lane, opposite the Thorverton Arms. 

   IMPORTANT!- PLANNING APPLICATION NOTICES ARE DISPLAYED HERE. 

Pension Service  PO Box 93, Plymouth PL6 5WJ. 0845 60 60 265 

Police    Central Switchboard 24 Hours: 0845 2777444.  

Post Office Portacabin (TCT Ltd) Quarry Car Park, Thorverton EX5 5NG 860455 
Mon. to Fri : 9 am.-1.00 pm., 2 pm.- 5.30 pm.  
Sat: 9 am.-12 noon Sun: 9 am - 10.30 am for newspaper sales only 
Business Manager: Jill Blewett, Faircop, Jericho St, Thorverton 
Chair and Company Secretary: Heather Kershaw, 25 The Glebe, 860419 

Public Telephone Kiosk Opposite the Church, outside the Bell Inn, Dinneford St. 

School (C of E Primary)  Head Teacher: Mrs Tania Beard 860374. 

School Governors  Chair: Clive Hamblin Clerk: Jane Ristic, 53 Silver St. 860054 

School P.T.F.A.   Chair: Lisa Browning, 860609  Secretary: Hannah James, 861075 
Treasurer: Damon Gill, 860176  

South West Water  24 Hour Emergency: 0800 169 1144. Helpline: 0800 169 1133. 

Thorverton Millennium Chair: Dame Margaret Turner-Warwick, Pynes House,  

  Green Trust Silver Street 861173 Secretary: Shirley Hoole. 

Tiverton Volunteer Centre 28, Gold Street, Tiverton EX16 6PY. Judy Seymour, 01884 255734. 
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Thorverton Organisations 
 

Amateur Dramatic Society Chair: Simon Ette, 861349 
  Secretary: Tori Elston, 881969 
  Meetings - Last Wednesday of each month at the W.I. Hut. 

Art Group  Barrie Phillips, Crossmead, School Lane, Thorverton. 860529  
  Meet Fridays during term-time at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 am-12.00. 

Arts Exchange Louise Page, Campion Cottage, Jerico St, 860509. 
  Monthly meetings in members' homes at 8.0 pm. (see Diary) 

Association Football Club Chairman: Andy Harris, 01392 851664 
  Secretary: David Gregory, 2 The Orchard, Brampford Speke, 841803. 

Bridge Circle Graeme Culshaw, 3 The Glebe, Thorverton 860203.  
  Meets 1st/3rd/5th Thursdays at the W.I. Hut from 7.00 p.m.. 
Meet Fridays during term-time at the W.I. Hut, 5.30-7.00 pm. 

Cricket Club Chair: Charles Kislingbury, Arley House, 19 Church St, Silverton. 860270 
    Secretary: M C Denford, 14 Moorlands, Tiverton EX16 6UF 01884 255076 
  Fixture Sec: J Meredith, 190 Mincinglake Rd, Exeter EX4 7DS 01392 272504 

Focus Magazine Chair: Beryl Grace, Moss Bank, Thorverton. 860489. 
  Editor: Neville Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062. 
  Secretary: Jane Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062. 
  Treasurer: Barbara Uglow, Sunnydale, Dinneford Street, Thorverton. 860614. 

Friends of Silverton & Thorverton Surgeries 

  Coffee Mornings in the Lamb Inn, Silverton 
  Held at 10-12 md on the LAST THURSDAY of every month except December.  

Golf Society Players of Thorverton Care of Exeter Inn, 01392 860206 

History Society Chair: Bill Stamper, Dunelm, Raddon, Thorverton. 860214 
  Programme Secretary: Beryl Coe, 5 The Glebe, Thorverton 860876. 

Ladies Group Meet 2nd Thursday of month, (Venue and time - see Focus Notices). 

Memorial Hall Committee Chair/Key holder/Bookings:Mr Mike Shelton. Fir Tree House,  
     Bullen Street. 861027. 

Memorial Hall Market 2nd Saturday of the month, at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 - 11.00 am. 

Thorverton Pre-School Contact: Sarah Mitchell (chair): 860450. 
  Mon 9.15am-11.45am, & 12.45pm-3.15pm & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm, 
  Tues/Weds 9.15am-11.45am & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm,  
  Thurs 9.15-11.45am; 12.45pm- 3.15pm & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm. during term-time, at Memorial Hall. 
Thorverton Ambling, Rambling and Tramping Society (TARTS) 
  Contacts : Caroline Prince 07749 775304 or Graeme Culshaw 860203 
  See notices of walks in Old Post Office Window Bullen Street. 

 Thorverton Brownies Hannah James 07716 013284, Lisa Browning 860609 
  

Toddler Group Contact : Hannah Calder 860808 
  Wednesdays, during term-time, at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 a.m.-11.30.  

Rainbows  Contact Jean Pearn 860105, Penny Fice 861136,  
  Term-time, Tuesdays 4-5 pm at the W.I. Hut. 

Royal British Legion Chairman / Hon. sec: Bill Stamper, Dunelm, Raddon, Thorverton. 860214 
  Hon. Treasurer: Emmie Aird. 

Women's Institute Secretary: Susan Maguire 01392 860631 
  Bookings: Susan Maguire 01392 860631. 
  W.I. Meeting. 1st Tuesday of the month at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
  Whist, 3rd Tuesday of the month, at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 

W.I. Market & Coffee  4th Saturday of the month at the W.I. Hut. 10.00 am. to 11.00 am. 
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Doctors' Surgeries 
 

THE EXE VALLEY PRACTICE 
 

Dr JON WRIDE and Dr LYNNE ANDERSON 
 

 The Surgery, The Berry,   The Surgery, 3 Coach Road,  

 THORVERTON EX5 5NT  SILVERTON EX5 4JL 
 Tel: 01392 860273 (24 hours)  Tel: 01392 860176 (in surgery hours) 
 Fax: 01392 860654  Fax: 01392 861598 

www.exevalleypractice.co.uk 

Surgery Hours 
 

Mon. 3.00 - 5.15   Mon. 9.00 - 11.45  
Tue. 2.45 - 5.15     Tue. 9.00 - 11.45  
Wed. 9.00 - 11.00  Wed. 3:30 - 5:45  
Thu. 3.00 - 5.45 Thu. 9.00 - 11.30  
Fri. 3.00 - 5.45   Fri. 9.00 - 11.30 
 

There are no surgeries on Saturday and Sunday, but a doctor will be on call for emergencies only  

on 01392 860273. 

The Dispensaries are OPEN at the following times 

 
Mon. 8.30 - 1.00 & 2.00 - 6.00    Mon.  8.45 - 12.30 
Tue. 8.30 - 1.00 & 2.00 - 6.00    Tue.  8.45 - 12.30 
Wed. 8.30 - 1.00 & 2.00 - 5.00   Wed.  3.00 - 6.00 
Thu. 8.30 - 1.00 & 2.00 - 6.00  Thu.  8.45 - 1.00 
Fri. 8.30 - 1.00 & 2.00 - 6.00  Fri.   8.45 - 12.30 
 

REPEAT PRESCRIPTIONS (Monday - Friday) Please note that 48 hours notice is required for ALL 
repeat prescriptions. Repeat Prescription line: 01392 861622 
 

 

 

WYNDHAM HOUSE SURGERY, Fore Street, SILVERTON, EX5 4HZ 
Telephone 01392 860034 www.wyndhamhousesurgery.co.uk 

Please note The doctors are happy to speak to you on the phone instead of an appointment. Please 
request this from reception when you telephone. 

 

 Dr Jonathan 

Stead 

Dr Anthony 

O'Brien 

Dr Emma 

Ziegler 

Dr Becky 

Payne 
Mon  09.00-10.30 

15.00-17.30 
09.00-10.30 

14.00-16.00 

09.00-10.30 

15.00-17.00 
Tues 09.00-11.00 

15.30-1730 
09.00-11.00 

 
 09.00-11.00 

14.00-16.00 

Wed  09.00-10.30 

14.00-16.00 
09.00-11.00 

15.00-17.00 
 

Thurs 09.00-11.00 

15.30-1730 
 09.00-11.00 09.00-10.00 

14.00-16.00 
Fri  09.00-11.00  09.00-11.00 

*15.00-16.00 

(Urgent cases only)* 
Please note that the Doctors are very happy to speak to you on the phone instead of an appointment, just ask reception to organise 

this for you. 

You can also communicate with them via email if you want to wyndhamhouse.surgery@nhs.net 

 

Dispensary opening hours 9 – 12 noon and 2.30 – 6pm (5pm on Fridays) 

Please do not come to collect repeat medication between 12 noon and 2.30 unless by prior arrangement with reception thank you 
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Waste Collection Dates for 2011 
 

a) Recycling and brown bins   b) General refuse 

 

Generally on Mondays unless stated 

 

February 14 and 28      February 7 and 21 

March 14 and 28      March 7 and 21 

April 11 and 26 (Tues)      April 4 and 18 

May 9 and 23       May 3 (Tues), 16 and 31 (Tues) 

June 6 and 20       June 13 and 27 

July 4 and 18      July 11 and 25 

August 1, 15 and 30 (Tues)     August 8 and 22 

September 12 and 26      September 5 and 19 

October 10 and 24      October 3, 17 and 31 

November 7 and 21      November 14 and 28 

December 5 and 19      December 12 and 28 (Wed) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bus services 
Turner's Tours / Carmel Coaches (bus 678) Mon-Fri. 10.09 from The Berry and the Baptist Chapel.  

Return 13.35 from Exeter bus station, Stand 5. 

 

Stagecoach (service 55B) Mon-Sat (except Bank Holidays)  

To Tiverton: 07.55, 10.10, 12.10, 14.10, 16.12, 17.24 (except Saturdays), 18.12 from The Berry and Broadlands.  

Return from Tiverton bus station: 07.35 (07.40 on Saturdays), 08.45, 10.45, 12.45, 14.45, 15.55 (except 

Saturdays), 16.45, 17.45. 

 

To Exeter: 08.00 (08.05 on Saturdays), 09.10, 11.10, 13.10, 15.10, 16.20 (except Saturdays), 17.10, 18.10 from 

The Berry and Broadlands.  

Return from Exeter bus station: 07.30, 09.45, 11.45, 13.45, 15.45, 17.00 (except Saturdays), 17.45  

 

Stagecoach 55 service runs every half-hour in each direction along the Exeter-Tiverton road, stopping at the 

Thorverton turn (the Ruffwell). Please consult Stagecoach 55 Group timetable for details of this service. 

 

Stagecoach free service to Somerfield's, Broadclyst, from Broadlands on Tuesdays 14.00. 

 

Stagecoach offers a variety of concessions for regular commuters, shoppers, children, students and jobseekers as 

well as one-day unlimited-use Explorer tickets. Further details from Stagecoach: 01392 427711 or 01803 664500 

or www.stagecoachbus.com or www.devon.gov.uk/devonbus. 

 

Devonbus Timetable Information: call Traveline 0871 200 2233 Timetables available at the Post Office 
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Diary 2011 
Please notify FOCUS Editor of additions or changes. 

(Email: focusonthorverton@yahoo.co.uk or phone Neville Lane on 861062) 

 

 

FEBRUARY 

Thurs 10
th
 Ladies Group – meet in the Bury at 6.50pm 

  Arts Exchange, Invitations at Ockero, 8pm 

Fri 11
th
  PTFA Quiz night, Thorverton School, 7.30 p.m. 

Sat 12
th
  Saturday Market at the Memorial Hall 9.30- 11 a.m. 

Wed 16
th
 Church Week planning meeting at the Exeter Inn, 7.30 p.m. 

Sat 26
th
  WI Market and coffee morning at the WI hut 10.00-11.30 a.m. 

 

MARCH 

Thurs 10
th
 Arts Exchange, Song at Cubberley House, 8pm  

Sat 12
th
  Saturday Market at the Memorial Hall 9.30-11 a.m. 

Sat 26
th
  WI Market and coffee morning at the WI hut 10-11 a.m. 

Wed 30
th
 PTFA Family Race Night, Thorverton School, 6 p.m. 

 

APRIL 

Sat 2
nd

  Parish Church Spring Clean Inside and Out, 10.00 a.m. 

Tue 5
th
  Allotment Holders meeting at the Exeter Inn, 7.30 p.m. 

Thurs 7
th
 Arts Exchange, Earth at Campion Cottage, 8pm  

Sat 9
th
  Saturday Market at the Memorial Hall 9.30-11 a.m. 

Tue 19
th
 Country Show's Easter Bingo at the Memorial Hall, 7.30 p.m. 

Sat 23
th
 WI Market and coffee morning at the WI hut 10-11 a.m. 

 

MAY  

Thurs 5
th
 Council elections 

Sat 14
th
  Saturday Market at the Memorial Hall 9.30-11 a.m. 

10-14
th 

 Church Week and 41
st
 East Devon Arts Festival, Thorverton Parish Church 

Sat 21
st
  PTFA Event (TBA) 

Sat 28
th
  WI Market and coffee morning at the WI hut 10-11 a.m. 

 

JUNE 

Sat 11
th
 and Sun 12

th
 Thorverton Country Show 

Fri 17
th 

 PTFA Bag2 School Collection 

Sat 25
th
  WI Market and coffee morning at the WI hut 10-11 a.m. 


