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Editorial 
 

Did you notice the cover of Focus this month, or 

were you in too much of a rush to open it up and read 

my Editorial?  Well, the cover has been designed by 

John Spivey and attempts to include most, if not all, 

of the organisations in the village as well as places in 

the area and a few of the things that are advertised in 

Focus.  I am grateful to John, once again, for taking 

the time and effort to put this together for us.   

 

John uses the term ―a vibrant village‖ and if this 

month‘s Focus is anything to go by I think that we 

can fully support that sentiment.  I am delighted to 

have reports from so many different societies, so 

active in the village (I know that I keep saying this, 

but it is something that we should cherish).  I have 

also included in this month‘s Focus a few pictures of 

recent events which I hope give a good flavour of 

what has been going on in the village recently. 

 
Focus has its AGM early in March, so I will say 

more about that in the next edition. However, I 

mention it now because we do need some help, and 

the AGM would be a good place to receive any offers  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

of help.  We particularly need a new secretary – 

please see my advert in the Notices section – and 

someone to help us keep on top of adverts would be 

most helpful too.  So please, if you think that you 

may be able to help in any way, do let me know. 

 

I am sure that we are all looking forward to the 

arrival of spring, but just because we had a relatively 

mild January we shouldn‘t be fooled into thinking 

that winter is behind us.  It is good to have longer, 

lighter evenings (and less dark mornings) though.  

Lorraine Colebrook gives plenty of things for us to 

do outside in her ―Garden in February‖ article if the 

weather is kind to us again (not that a bit of bad 

weather would be enough to put Lorraine off of 

course). 

 

Enjoy reading this Focus, do get involved in some of 

the things going on, and keep the reports coming in. 

   

 

  

Neville Lane, Editor 
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Letters 
 

From Mary Ette of TADS 

 

Thank you to all who helped "front of house" at the 

recent pantomime - 18 in all over 5 performances. 

Thanks also to Mike Shelton and bar staff for their 

invaluable "front of house" support. 

 

From Colin and Alison Marshall of Dinneford Street 

 

We thoroughly enjoyed being part of the audience at 

this year‘s TADS Christmas show, instead of being 

part of the cast and crew as usual, and would like to 

say thank you to all of the TADS members involved 

for yet another successful production to add to the 

long list.  The excellent performances of Amelia, 

Rachel and Sue, in the guise of the ugly sisters, and 

their Mum, kept us laughing all night and helped 

make up for the lack of tiny tots in the Saturday 

evening show.  Well done everyone. 

 

We look forward to being part of the planned plays 

and pantomime during 2012 and would urge anyone 

interested in joining TADS to contact Sylvia 

Wakeham on 01392 861390. 

 

From Linda Helley 

 

CONGRATULATIONS 

 

To Mum & Dad 

(Enid & Jack Andrews) 

 

 
 

On your forthcoming  

Diamond Wedding Anniversary 

 

On the 23
rd

 February 

 

Lots of love on your special day and always 

 

From all the family 

From Mary and Peter Thomas of 1 The Glebe 

 

We now possess a wheelchair. If anyone in the 

village would like to borrow it please contact us:  

Mary and Peter Thomas on 01392 860730.               

 

 

From Heather Kershaw of The Glebe 

 

I, and maybe you too, read with some puzzlement 

and concern, Sylv Gregory‘s letter in the December 

Focus about Thorverton WI. It set me reflecting on 

my contact with WI members at their coffee 

mornings and craft afternoons (in the past) and how 

that had enabled me to get to know people of 

different ages and quite different backgrounds from 

myself. I praised their efforts in modernising and 

improving the Hut in recent times so that it‘s a much 

better facility for them and of course other 

organisations and individuals to use and then I started 

thinking about the future, how the WI will continue 

in the 21st century nationally and here. 

 

This sent me to the WI‘s own website where I 

learned lots about what the organisation has achieved 

in its 97 years creating educational and social 

opportunities for many, many thousands of women as 

well as campaigning for various things e.g. women‘s 

rights, child benefit. I searched the internet for ―21st 

century WI‖ and came up with articles and reports 

about new groups that have been founded in this 

century in many places such as Fulham, Camberley, 

Liverpool, Sheffield. These groups are amazingly 

successful and have members of ALL AGES. (The 

one about Sevenhills in Sheffield makes interesting 

reading – Heather provided me with an extract which 

does make interesting, even inspiring, reading, but is 

rather long to reproduce here, however, I will annex 

it to the website version of this Focus – Ed). 

 

What worries me locally, is that (unless I am not 

looking hard enough) we never (or rarely) seem to 

know what is happening at WI Tuesday meetings. 

(There hasn‘t been any advance information in Focus 

since the end of 2009). What IS on the agenda for 

2012? And the meeting that we are urged to attend on 

Feb 7th, is that a meeting with a speaker and 

activities, or will it really just be a business meeting 

at which new-comers/guests would feel 

uncomfortable? 

 

We do need to know please otherwise how can we 

decide whether ‗joining up‘ for the future is for us? 

I hope that the answers to my questions are printed 

elsewhere in this Focus [see below – Ed] or will be 

on display very soon somewhere in the village. And 
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let‘s hope that this local organisation (in some shape 

or form) and its building will be around for many 

years to come for the benefit and enjoyment of 

members of our community. 

 

I asked Sylv Gregory to respond to the above letter 

and am pleased to be able to print her reply below: 

 

One of the aims of the WI is to unite people.  The 

more of us there are the more experiences and ideas 

we can share.  Also we can have more fun. Yes, we 

do have fun!  

  

Although our next meeting – Our Friendly Future 

Meeting - is to determine our future, plus a cup of tea 

and a natter, this meeting is still an ideal one to 

attend.  The County Adviser present will be only too 

happy to answer any questions you may have 

regarding the WI. 

  

There is no reason why anyone should feel 

uncomfortable. We are a friendly bunch of ladies 

who have a huge decision to make.  

  

I personally, believe that the more people who attend 

this meeting, the stronger and more determined the 

WI will feel to continue as a going concern. 

  

I have taken on board Heather‘s comment about the 

lack of a programme in Focus and I will endeavour to 

rectify this on behalf of all those interested. 

  

For those who may not know, our meetings are held 

on the first Tuesday of every month, except January. 

They commence at 7-30pm in the WI Hall (opposite 

Cleaves Close). 

 

  

From Sylv Gregory of Broadlands 

 

Although a little late, I would like to thank those who 

sang carols in Broadlands on December 21
st
.  Your 

singing was more pleasurable than anything the 

television could offer that night. 

  

 

From Diane Rich, in memory of her father, Mike, 

who passed away in December. 

 

When we started to put together this eulogy about 

dad, I realised that there was much that I didn‘t 

know. 

 

Dad was born in 1947 in Stugersey, Somerset, the 

first of four children.  His parents Jim and Doris 

proudly brought him back to the home that they 

shared with our great grandfather. 

 

Eventually they were fortunate enough to be 

allocated a brand new council house, in the pretty 

village of Fiddington.  Grandad Jim worked on the 

local farm and tended a large vegetable garden at the 

back, complete with a pig at the bottom that was won 

by nanny at the bingo! 

 

One of dads many jobs was to collect the eggs from 

the geese and chickens across the road, it was a job 

he disliked because of there sharp beaks. This didn‘t 

stop him from giving the family Alsatian Judy one 

egg to carry; she would take this carefully up the 

garden path to the back door step, when she would 

gently crack it and eat it. 

 

Dad not only collected eggs from chickens he also 

collected from wild birds nests (long before it 

became illegal) Once he even took a crow from its 

nest and hand reared it. This bird followed him 

everywhere, much to his Nan‘s exasperation. 

 

Dad also spent a lot of time with friends in the local 

brook, one day after much larking about they caught 

a 12inch eel. This amazing catch was displayed with 

much pride to the family, and then it was left to Nan 

to fry it up for tea with bread and butter! 

 

Dad worked hard at school and was rewarded with a 

place at the local grammar school.  On passing his 

exams he was employed as an accountant in the local 

glue factory a cycle ride of ten miles each way. 

 

He had broader horizons in mind though so he 

applied and was accepted into the royal navy.  After 

completing his training, Dad took his place aboard 

his first ship. Poor Dad suffered terribly with 

seasickness for the whole trip becoming very ill 

indeed, he was discharged and promptly joined the 

RAF.  This was the start of a career of 24 years. It 

was whilst he was stationed in Singapore that he met 

and married our mum, Anita Vincent, and where my 

sister Diane was born.  Dad also celebrated his 21
st
 

birthday out in Singapore, by water skiing, 

particularly on one ski! 

 

Travelling was to be a key feature of dads and our 

time in the RAF.  He was posted to Ghan, Fairford, 

Germany, Sandwich, Northern Ireland, St Eval and 

the Falklands. We can distinctly remember the pale 

blue airmail letters from the Falklands islands sent 

individually to us three children. Dad would describe 

in detail the penguins, sea lions and landscape. 

 

Dad was also lucky enough to be chosen to fly on 

Concorde‘s first passenger flight the certificate for 

this was always on his wall and a source of great 

pride. 
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When Dad finally retired from the RAF as a flight 

sergeant, I think he found it hard to adjust to life as a 

civilian.  Our parents decided to start a new life as 

publicans; I guess dad wanted to stand the other side 

of the bar for a change! 

 

They began as managers of a working club in 

Callington, Cornwall. Then they bought into the Star 

Inn a brewery owned pub in Crowlas, Penzance. This 

was a popular pub with a large trade in food and 

drink. One night on dad‘s birthday a burglar tried to 

break into the pub. I was woken by the sound of 

people shouting and our poodle Charlene, barking.  

When I got down stairs dad was holding a man‘s leg 

as he hung out of the kitchen window.  After a 

struggle the burglar escaped. Leaving dad holding the 

size 8 shoe! 

 

 My guess is though, that most of you here remember 

dad as the landlord of the Bell Inn.  Dad was very 

proud to be the landlord of the pub.  A pub which 

when Mum and Dad bought it had been boarded up 

for a good while. With the support of the village our 

parents turned this slightly run down pub into a busy 

meeting place, with a brisk trade at the bar and 

restaurant. Dad‘s love of whiskey meant that he 

stocked an amazing selection of about 30 different 

types behind the bar! 

 

But his old-fashioned values meant that young and 

old were welcome and comfortable.  I have known 

him stay open late in the afternoon for one customer;  

and ask another to leave for swearing.  He saw the 

pub as a local amenity so it was open every day of 

the year.  Although they were a good business team 

the strain of late nights and hard work began to take 

its toll and Dad and Mum got divorced.  Then the pub 

was sold. 

 

Dad‘s life took a different turn:  he joined the local 

walking group and took a part time job with 

Securicor.  He also began to make wooden boards in 

the workshop in Upper Barton. Together Val and dad 

set up a company called Winter Woods.  Here, Dad 

made his wonderful cutting boards, really works of 

art in themselves. Dad spent many happy hours in 

Upcott Barton cutting, sanding and shaping his 

boards.  Val and Dad would travel the country selling 

these boards at country fairs, dad looked so proud 

behind his stall talking about the different woods and 

grains.  I guess you all have a board by now! 

 

Time was also made for family though and every 

Christmas myself and Angie would arrive with food 

and drink, no fuss allowed so no tree or decoration!  

We always celebrated Christmas together. Then there 

was a visit to the noisy grandchildren in Exmouth on 

Boxing Day. 

 

In later years with encouragement from friends Dad‘s 

adventuress spirit showed itself in abseiling, 

skydiving, hot air balloon flight and horse riding.  He 

also began to enjoy trips to shows and musical. 

 

Here, then, are the facts of Dad‘s life, it‘s not 

possible to describe the details, the small acts of 

kindness he did for his children, grandchildren and 

friends.  The beauty that he found in a simple life.  

He would talk of seeing a buzzard catching a mouse 

in the field or an owl roosting in the barn. The pots of 

really hot chillies grown on the windowsill that were 

shared with everyone.  

 

The way he was always there in different ways, for 

my sisters and me.  I think that we were all lucky to 

spend time with this proud, private man.  

 

He will be much missed.  

 

 

 

 

From John Spivey of Dinneford Street 

 

Following on from the listing of clubs, societies, 

activities etc on the THORVERTON title, it occurred 

to me that an evening meeting where all the clubs etc 

have a table/display, with refreshments plus a few 

minutes‘ address to everyone to give details of what 

is on offer by the society.   

 

It's a bit like the Freshers‘ week at university to 

publicise what is on offer.  

 

This is done by the village communities in France 

and encourages the use of the local social 

infrastructure.   Worth considering? 

 

Do people think that John’s idea is worth pursuing?  

Come along to the Focus AGM on March 7
th
 (7.30pm 

in the Baptist Chapel) and let us know whether you 

would like Focus to promote such an event – Ed. 
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Thorverton Parish Council  

 

Report of the January meeting of the Parish 

Council 
 

   
 

 

Housing Matters 
The Council decided that someone with expertise in the changes that are being introduced to the 

Affordable Houses Programme should be invited to speak at future Council meeting.  It was hoped that 

this could be arranged in the near future. 

 

Planning Matters 
No planning applications or decisions had been received. 

 

Highways 
The parish had now received a supply of grit salt from Devon County Council in association with the 

Snow Warden scheme.  The Council arranged for some of this to be bagged up and stored at agreed 

locations around the village for emergency use should the weather deteriorate. 

 

Cllr Sims and Spivey undertook to inspect the gate at the Dark Lane end of Barliabins footpath with a 

view to repairing it.  The poor condition of a step on one of the stiles leading up to the Rookery would be 

brought to DCC‘s attention, as would the condition of the leat in Jericho Street. 

 

Finance Matters 
The Parish Precept for financial year 2012-13 was set at £11,500.00.  This was an increase of £500 on the 

previous year‘s level and again includes a sum of £5000.00 towards the provision of a new burial ground. 

 

Other Parish Matters 
The Clerk would attend a Town and Parish Council corporate plan workshop to hear more about the 

District Council‘s plans for the future. 

Community and voluntary groups may be interested to hear that MDDC has decided to offer its old 

computers (still in working order) to local groups.  You may have seen the press release about this, but if 

not a copy is displayed on the parish notice board; this gives contact details if you think your group could 

benefit from the scheme. 

 

Next meeting 
The next meeting of the Parish council will take place in the Memorial Hall on Tuesday, 14th February 

2012 at 7.30pm. An agenda is displayed on the Parish Notice board prior to meetings and minutes are 

displayed once they have been approved by Councillors. 

 

Jane Lane, Parish Clerk 

 

Telephone:01392 861062, email:Thorvertonclerk@aol.com 



Focus on Thorverton  Vol. 43 No.2– February 2012 

 

6 

Dolphin Games Group

You are invited to join
The Dolphin Games Group

at 

‘The Thorverton Arms’

For pool, darts, dominos and 
other games

Meeting on alternate Tuesdays 
starting on Tuesday 24th May 

From 10.30am – 12 noon

All welcome

Cost – The price of a coffee

.

Notice Board  
 

PUPPETCRAFT 

 

A CIRCLE OF TALES 
 

At Thorverton Memorial Hall 
 

On Friday 3
rd

 February, 7.00pm 
 

 
It all started so long ago that it is impossible to 

remember when.  One day a woman, called 

Mazandaba, set out to search for stories, asking 

friendly and fierce animals if they could help, but 

none knew any stories, or even WHAT stories were. 

 

A myth from Africa retold by Gcina Mhlophe with 

African and English language, wood and wire 

puppets.  This is a puppet show for the whole family, 

perfect for everyone from 4 years.  With video 

projection and the sweet, sweet sounds of live music 

played on traditional instruments by a wonderful 

African musician. 

 

Phone for details:  01392 841785 

 

Why not try something different? 

 

Go to a production at the Bike Shed Theatre, Fore 

Street, Exeter.  You may be surprised at the quality of 

locally produced plays. 

 

The Bike Shed stages plays on most evenings.  Its in-

house production this season, written by Peter 

Kesterton, is: 

Playing With Snails 
 

From Wednesday 8
th

 to Saturday 25
th

 February, 

7.30pm start each evening 

 

Phone 01392 434169 for details and tickets. 

 

Thorverton  PTFA Presents 

 

an evening of Wine Tasting 

in the style of Call My Bluff!!!! 

 

Also with Silent Auction....... 

 
Tickets £10.00 per person with wine and 

nibbles 

 

Teams welcome... 

 

 

 

Friday 2
nd

 March, 8pm  

 

@ The Exeter Inn Skittle Alley. 

 
Please support your local School as they 

are in need of musical instruments, a new 

visual aid to help with learning and also 

equipment for forest schools all of which 

helps with their ongoing education. 

  

Thank you for your support. Please look 

out for posters and where to obtain 

tickets.  
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Thorverton Arts Exchange 
At Arts Exchange meetings we share our enthusiasms 

for writing, music, painting, film, craft etc. with one 

another. 

 

Usually there is a theme to our choices, but 

occasionally an individual member will take 

responsibility for a whole evening. 

 

The meetings take place in members' homes on 

Thursdays at 8.00 pm. The next meetings are: 

Date  Venue   Topic 

 

23 February Okero   Exceptional 

 

22 March Garden Cottage  Bears 

 

26 April Campion Cottage Edge 

 

New members are always welcome. For further 

information contact Louise Page or Rob Purvis, 

Campion Cottage 860509. 

 

Good Deals on Evening Buses 

 

Did you know that Stagecoach (who operate the 55B 

service that comes into Thorverton, and the 55 and 

155 services that run along the A396 between 

Tiverton and Exeter) charge only £2 for fares after 

7pm?  This compares with their daily Explorer tickets 

costing £6.90.   

 

Did you also know that the Turner‘s Tours/Carmel 

Coaches bus service 678 (which runs daily at 10.09 

to Exeter, returning at 13.35) is considerably cheaper 

than the normal daytime Stagecoach fares;  bus 

passes are accepted on the 678 service too, for those 

lucky enough to have one. 

 

 

Focus Needs Help 
 

We need a secretary for Focus.  While this is not a 

very arduous or time-consuming job, we do need 

someone to keep us in order, record our Annual 

General Meeting, and ensure that things run 

smoothly.  If you think that you might be prepared to 

take on this role please let the editor, Neville Lane, 

know, or surprise us at our AGM on Wednesday 7
th
 

March (7.30pm in the Baptist Chapel). 

 

 

 

Do you need to borrow a wheelchair?  If so, contact 

Mary or Peter Thomas on 01392 860730. 

 

Thorverton Church Consort Practices 
Thursdays (except April 4

th
) from 7.45 to 9.00 

pm in church 

 

February 2
nd

, 

March 1
st
, 15

th
, 29

th
 

April (Wednesday) 4
th

, 19
th

 

May 3
rd

, 17
th

, 31
st
 

June 21
st
, 28

th
 

July 12th 

 

Thorverton Church Junior Consort 
Practices 
Mondays from 3.30 to 4.30 p.m. in school  

 

February 20th  (at 1 The Glebe) 

March 12
th
, 26

th
 

April 23
rd

, 30
th
 

May 14
th
, 28

th
 

June 11
th
, 18

th
 

 

 

For more information please contact Mary Thomas, 

01392 860730 

 

Go ahead for Crediton Link Road 

 

Years of uncertainty over a proposed link road in 

Crediton have at last come to a positive conclusion as 

Devon County Council unanimously granted 

planning permission to the scheme, which was 

approved subject to legal agreements being secured 

with the Downes Estate and English Heritage for 

additional landscaping. 

 

The proposed £7.75 million link road provides a 

direct 760-metre single carriageway link from 

Wellpark roundabout on the A377, over Downes 

Head, and into Marsh Lane within the Lords Meadow 

Industrial Estate. 

 

Crediton is a designated Air Quality Management 

Area and the Link Road forms a key part of Mid 

Devon District Council‘s Air Quality Action Plan. 

The scheme aims to reduce congestion and improve 

air quality along Exeter Road and also Charlotte 

Street, East Street and Mill Street, as well as 

supporting economic growth by improving 

accessibility to the Lords Meadow Industrial Estate. 

 

Subject to land acquisition, construction of the link 

road is currently scheduled to start next year and to 

open by 2014/2015.  
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2012 Arts Festival and Church Week events 
 

The Arts Festival will take place in Thorverton Church from May 15
th
 -19

th
. Last year‘s event was another very 

successful one, raising much-needed funds for our church. 

 

We look forward to another great week and thank you in advance for all your efforts, donations to and support in 

maintaining and sustaining the church, its building, clergy and all that is available there regularly and at those 

special or difficult times in our lives.  

 

The Arts Festival planning is well underway but there are many ways in which you can offer help even at this fairly 

early stage. 

 

Planning for extra events and activities during the festival week is vital and needed VERY SOON. Please come to 

a shortish meeting on  

Thursday February 9
th

 at 8.00pm at The Thorverton Arms 
 

to chat about these things. Anyone can attend, it isn‘t just for regular church members and please don‘t feel that 

your presence will immediately mean you are committed to organising or doing something! 

 

 

Focus Annual General Meeting 

 
The Focus Annual General Meeting for 2012 will be on Wednesday 7

th
 March at 7.30pm in the Baptist Chapel.  

This is your chance to tell us how we can improve Focus, or to offer to provide much needed help with the 

production or distribution of the magazine.  We particularly need a new secretary as the current incumbent is 

stepping down. 

 

The ―tradition‖ is that every village organisation may be represented at the Focus AGM, and we would certainly be 

delighted to see representatives from as many organisations as possible.  However, we would also encourage others 

who do not represent a village organisation to come along. 

 

You may recall from last year that I had some concerns at the current lack of a written constitution for Focus, 

clearly setting out the aims of the magazine and what authority different people should have to carry out activities 

for Focus.  I will put a draft constitution in next month‘s Focus, for discussion and possibly agreement at the AGM. 

 

We also need to decide whether to amend our charging structure and what to do with the bids that we have received 

for funding from Focus.   

 
WORK EXPERIENCE 

 
ARE YOU LOOKING FOR A JOB?  WHY NOT TRY FILING AND ADMINISTRATION? 

 

YOU WILL HAVE THE BENEFIT OF WORKING ALONGSIDE SOMEONE WHO HAS HAD YEARS OF 

EXPERIENCE IN OFFICE ADMINISTRATION.  YOU WILL ALSO LEARN THE IMPORTANCE OF BEING 

ORGANISED AND FINDING THINGS EASILY, WHICH ALLOWS A BUSINESS TO BE MORE EFFICIENT 

AND HOPEFULLY MORE PROSPEROUS.   

 

NO EXPERIENCE NECESSARY BUT AN EYE FOR DETAIL AND AN INTEREST IN BEING ORGANISED 

WOULD BE HELPFUL, ALTHOUGH TRAINING WILL BE GIVEN 

 

RING 01392-860597 FOR DETAILS 
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TAG  
Thorverton Art Group 

 

FRIDAYS FROM 9:30 

THORVERTON MEMORIAL HALL 

 

NEW MEMBERS WELCOME 
 

 

Diamond Jubilee Events 2012 
 
 

11
th

 February   Valentine‘s Dance 9 – 12pm  (Cancelled) 

 

31
st  

March    Mad Hatter‘s Tea Party 6 – 9 pm 

 

9
th

 April   Easter Egg Hunt followed by Duck Racing 3 pm 

 

3
rd

 June   Free Lunch for Senior Citizens 

 

4
th

 June   Start with Fancy Dress at the Rec then the Street Party 

Followed later with the BBQ at the Hall and Fireworks! 

 

 Further information to follow 
 

 

East Devon Arts Festival at Thorverton Church     

  15th - 19th May 2012 
 

 

An exhibition and sale of art and craft, special themed flower displays, excellent home-

made meals and refreshments.        

Free entry 
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                    The Exe Valley Film Society 
  

             Proudly presents a very special event: 
 

                           AN EVENING WITH JERRI HART 
 

THURSDAY 23rd February 
7.30 for 8.0pm 

Brampford Speke Village Hall 

 
Jerri is well known in Exeter as a very talented busker, and many appreciate his laid back jazz 
singing and trumpet playing. Jerri has enjoyed a long career as a solo performer and as the 
front man for the Rythmn Doctors. He is also an independent film maker. For this evening he 
will sing and play for an hour whilst we have supper (bring your own picnic) and then show his 
latest short film (15 mins) “One Last Hit” starring Michael Barrymore and will then take questions 
from the audience. You are strongly advised to book in advance for this event. 
 
All welcome – members £1, non-members £6. Bring a bottle, a snack if you wish and enjoy the 
friendly, relaxed, candle-lit atmosphere & free popcorn! Enquiries 01392 840072 

 

 

EXETER PHILHARMONIC CHOIR and EXETER CATHEDRAL CHOIR 

THE SINFONIETTA 

Leader Richard Studt  Conductor: Andrew Millington 

 

March 17th 2012    Exeter Cathedral    7.30pm 

Patrick Hawes: Lazarus 

Vaughan Williams: A Cambridge Mass 

 

The combined choirs of Exeter Philharmonic and Exeter Cathedral will be performing 

exciting ―new‖ works by both Patrick Hawes and Vaughan Williams. Both works involve 

double choir with organ. 

 

 

 

Computers available 

 

Mid Devon District Council is donating to local groups computers that are surplus.  The 

computers are in good working order but are being replaced by newer equipment.  They 

would otherwise be sent for recycling.   

 

Any local organisation that would be interested in giving a donation for a computer should 

contact Christina Cross at Mid Devon District Council on 01884 234232 or email her at 

ccross@middevon.gov.uk. 

 

mailto:ccross@middevon.gov.uk
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Thorverton Memorial Hall Committee 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
 

The Hall A.G.M. will be held on 
 

Friday 17
th

 February, 7.45 p.m. 
 

in the Hall 

 
This is the opportunity for you to tell the Hall Committee what changes or improvements 

you would like to see at the Hall.  Do come along to the A.G.M and have your say.  All 

welcome! 

* * * * * 
HALL FOR HIRE 

 

The Memorial Hall is a village facility available for anyone to hire for parties, dances, discos, weddings, 

meetings, etc. at very reasonable charges.  For further information or to make a booking please contact 

Jeff Grace: tel. 01392 860489 or email jeff.grace@tiscali.co.uk 

 
 

 

WI MEETING 
 

Tuesday February 7
th

 at 7-30pm 

 

In the WI Hut 

 

This will be a formal meeting to determine our future. 
 

A WI Advisor will attend to suspend the WI if necessary 

 
Would all those who attended last year‘s meeting please do their best to be at this one.  Others are very 

welcome. 
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Parish Church Services and News  

 

February 2012 SERVICES & INFORMATION 

The Netherexe Parishes - A Mission Community in the Diocese of Exeter  

 

5 February 2012 Third Before Lent 
 

09:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Upton Pyne    DD 

10:00 am Service With A Smile  ☺ Brampford Speke  Lay-Led  
10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Poltimore  JD 

10:00 am Service of The Word   Stoke Canon  Lay-Led  

10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Thorverton  DD 

11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Rewe                                            A Simmonds 

05:00 pm Service of The Word   Newton St Cyres  DD 

06:30 pm Evening Prayer  [BCP] Cadbury JD 

 

12 February 2012 Second Before Lent 

 

10:00 am Family Service & Holy Communion  [C] Newton St Cyres  DD 

10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Stoke Canon  SS 

11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Upton Pyne  JD 

06:30 pm Evening Prayer   Huxham  JD 

 

 

19 February  2012 Sunday Before Lent 
 

08:00 am Holy Communion    [BCP] Thorverton      DD 

09:00 am Brampford Speke  [C] Brampford Speke  DD 

10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Cadbury       H Whitty 

10:00 am Service of The Word   Poltimore  Lay-Led  

11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Rewe  JD & DD 

05:00 pm Holy Communion    [C] Stoke Canon     DD  

 

 

22 February 2012 Ash Wednesday       Mission Community Services 

 

09:30 am  Holy Communion  [BCP] Thorverton   DD 

07:30 pm Holy Communion  [C] Stoke Canon  JD & DD 

 

 

 

26 February  2012 Lent 1 

 

09:00 am Holy Communion    [C] Huxham    JD & DD 

10:00 am Service of The Word   Cadbury Lay-Led  

10:00 am Holy Communion [C] Newton St Cyres                         A Simmonds 

10:00 am Family Service  ☺ Thorverton  Lay-Led 

10:00 am Service of The Word   Upton Pyne Lay-Led  

11:15 am Service of The Word   Rewe Lay-Led  

06:30 pm Evening Prayer  [BCP] Poltimore  DD 

 

 

5 March 2012 Lent 2 
 

08:00 am Holy Communion  [BCP] Newton St Cyres     DD 

10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Poltimore                                     A Simmonds 

10:00 am Service of The Word   Stoke Canon  Lay-Led  

10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Thorverton  SS 

11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Rewe DD 

05:00 pm Evening Prayer   [BCP] Newton St Cyres  DD 

06:30 pm Evening Prayer  [BCP] Cadbury DD 
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Services in the Netherexe Parishes 
Your parish churches aim to provide a variety of service types to meet the needs of the whole community.  Most Sunday 

services except those early in the morning include hymns and music. Everyone is welcome at all services 

 

Service With A Smile  These Family Services are designed for all ages 

Brampford Speke & Stoke Canon   and with the needs of young children especially in 

And Family Service Thorverton &  mind.  They are informal and contemporary in 

Newton St Cyres   style, often including a children‘s activity at the 

  beginning; without communion.  Services usually last 

  about 35 minutes and are followed by refreshments 

 

Young People’s Group [YPG] Young people‘s group meeting during the 10 am 

  Service at Thorverton on the first Sunday of the month 

  in school term time 

Holy Communion  [C] Traditional service in contemporary language [one hour] 

Holy Communion  [T] Traditional service in traditional language [one hour] 

Holy Communion  [BCP] Traditional service in traditional language [one hour] 

Service of The Word  [SW]  Morning or Evening Service [without communion] in 

  contemporary language, often Lay-Led 

Morning Prayer  [BCP] Traditional Morning Service [Mattins] from the Book of 

  Common Prayer [about an hour] 

Evening Prayer [BCP] Traditional Evening Service from the Book of Common 

Choral Evensong [BCP] Prayer [about an hour] 

 

DAILY SERVICES – Usual pattern 

 

Monday 09:00 am Morning Prayer at Stoke Canon Chapel 

Tuesday 09:00 am Morning Prayer at Thorverton  

Tuesday 06:00 pm Evening Prayer at Rewe 

Wednesday 09:00 am Morning Prayer at Thorverton  

Thursday 09:00 am Morning Prayer at Thorverton  

Thursday 05:00 pm Evening Prayer at Newton St Cyres  

Friday 09:00 am Morning Prayer at Thorverton  

Saturday  09:00 am Morning Prayer at Thorverton  

 

Variations  Tue 7
th

 Feb  No Morning Prayer at Thorverton  

 Wed 8
th

 Feb  No Morning Prayer at Thorverton  

 Thu 9
th

 Feb  No Morning Prayer at Thorverton  

 Wed 15
th

 Feb   Morning Prayer at Stoke Canon [not Thorverton] 09:00am 

 Wed 22
nd

 Feb                     Holy Communion at Thorverton 09:30 am Mission Community Service 

  

Who’s Who …..? Abbreviations Key 

 

DD The Revd  Douglas Dettmer  Rector   01392 860332 

SS The Revd  Preb Sue Sheppard  Associate Minister 01392 841284 

JD The Revd  Julia Dallen   Assistant Curate 01392 861145  

 

Family Services of the Word marked ☺ are led by Lay Teams 

 

For more information about the Netherexe Parishes please see www.netherexe.org or contact: 

 

Mrs Margaret Lowe [Administrator]  Tel: 07594 714590 - Tuesday & Thursday [08:30 – 16:30]  Email: 

margaret.admin@netherexe.org  Correspondence:  The Netherexe Parishes, PO Box 734, Stoke Canon, Exeter, EX5 4WP. 

 

 

Would you like a lift to church?  May we offer you a lift to the parish church or to a joint service elsewhere?  

For transport to Sunday services  from locations in Thorverton parish, please ring Steve Rendell on [01392] 

860780.   

To arrange a lift to the weekday Holy Communion at Thorverton please ring Marga ret Turner-Warwick on 

[01392] 861173 

For transport from locations in Newton St Cyres parish please contact Mrs Charlotte Dyer on [01392] 851618 

For transport from Rewe please contact Guy Sheppard on 01392 841284 

http://www.netherexe.org/
mailto:margaret.admin@netherexe.org
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Parish Letter 
 

THE REVD DAVID CARRINGTON 

 

A letter from the Bishop of Exeter read at services in 

the Bovey Valley Mission Community and in the 

Netherexe Parishes on Sunday 15 January 2012. 

 

The Revd David Carrington has completed two and a 

half years of his three to four year curacy with the 

Revd Graham Hamilton in the Benefice of Ss Peter, 

Paul and Thomas, Bovey Tracey with St Mary, 

Hennock and has done so in an exemplary fashion.   

During this time he has also had responsibility for the 

benefice during Graham‘s sabbatical.  With this 

experience behind him I have now invited David to 

move to a second curacy post for a period of two to 

three years.  This will be with the Revd Douglas 

Dettmer and a small team of ministers in the 

Netherexe group of parishes just outside Exeter. 

 

Such a move no doubt comes earlier than the parishes 

of Bovey Tracey and Hennock would either expect or 

wish, but its purpose is twofold:  first, to provide 

much-needed assistance for Douglas who, already a 

training incumbent, is shouldering a growing number 

of diocesan commitments in addition to his eight 

parishes with their ten churches.   David is now 

sufficiently experienced to be able to provide a 

significant level of ministry in these parishes 

alongside Douglas.   Second, this group of parishes 

will provide David with an experience of parochial 

ministry in a very different context to that of Bovey 

Tracey, and so further equip him for the ministry of 

incumbency in a Mission Community. 

 

I want to register my special thanks to Graham who 

has guided David through his curacy to this point, 

and also to the people of the Bovey Valley churches 

for their partnership with Graham and David in the 

work of formation and for their warm support of 

David, Dawn and Matthew.  Although I am sure they 

will be much missed in Bovey Tracey, I know they 

will receive a warm welcome from the Netherexe 

parishes.  

 

In consultation with Graham, David and Douglas it 

has been agreed that David‘s final Sunday in the 

Bovey Valley parishes will be Easter Day 2012, and 

their move to Stoke Canon will be within the 

fortnight following. 

 

May I ask you all to keep David, Dawn and Matthew 

in your prayers as they prepare to make this move. 

Please also pray for God‘s blessing on one another as 

‗sending‘ and ‗receiving‘ congregations, as we all 

continue to share together in our calling to worship, 

mission and formation as Christian disciples.  

 

 

The Revd Douglas Dettmer adds— 

 

It gives me great pleasure to announce this 

appointment, and together with my colleagues Sue 

Sheppard and Julia Dallen I very much look forward 

to welcoming Dave into our team of licensed 

ministers in the Netherexe Parishes.  (I should add 

that he prefers to be known as Dave.)  As an already 

experienced curate he brings not only preparation of 

his past two and a half years‘ ministry but also a very 

special giftedness for this work, as our churches and 

communities will soon discover. 

 

Before training for ordination Dave had a career in 

the Met Office, initially as a scientist and later in its 

internal staff development team.  Dawn has also 

worked as a meteorologist; their son Matthew is 15 

and a pupil at Exeter School.  The family will move 

to Stoke Canon vicarage shortly after Easter and 

Dave‘s first Sunday on duty here will be the joint 

Mission Community service including confirmation 

on 22 April at Brampford Speke, at which the Bishop 

of Crediton will preside. 

 

In the meantime, may I join the Bishop in asking us 

all to keep Dave and his family in our prayers as they 

prepare for the move. 

Douglas Dettmer 

 

Thinking about Confirmation? 

Confirmation by the Bishop is an opportunity for a 

young person or adult to reaffirm the commitment 

made when he or she was baptised.  In the Church of 

England it is the normal point of entry to Holy 

Communion. 

Young people have often considered confirmation 

sometime around the age of eleven, and many still 

choose to be confirmed while in Year 6 or 7 at school 

(in certain circumstances the Bishop may agree to 

confirm younger children). 

At the same time, in recent years a growing number 

of people making the decision to be confirmed have 

been adults, and the proportion of adult candidates 

for confirmation continues to grow.  Confirmation at 

any stage of adult life is now entirely usual in the 

Church of England—it is never too late. 

If you or a member of your family might be 

interested in confirmation, please telephone the 

Revd Douglas Dettmer on (01392) 860332 or the 
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Revd Julia Dallen on (01392) 861145.  They would 

be very pleased to talk it over with you. 

Those thinking about the possibility of confirmation 

are invited to meet for a series of informal sessions to 

explore what Christian faith means today and refresh 

our knowledge of the basics.  A group for young 

people will start on Sunday afternoon, January 

29th from 4-5pm at The Bridge in Stoke Canon 

church, with a view to confirmation by the Bishop of 

Crediton here in the Netherexe Parishes on Sunday 

morning, April 22nd. 

If you are an adult and thinking about confirmation 

for yourself, please speak with Douglas or Julia. 

Church Electoral Roll 

If your name has not been entered on the Church 

Electoral Roll and you would like to consider joining, 

please see information to be posted in the church 

porch during February.  Membership of the Roll is an 

important way in which baptized Christians can 

identify themselves with the life and work of the 

Church of England in their local community, and is 

also a requirement for full participation in the Annual 

Parochial Church Meeting and election to church 

councils. 

Baptist Church 
 

Snowdrops are a first sign-a promise- that spring is 

on its way. Their pure white flowers and green leaves 

signal a new beginning. 

 

Purification sounds better than detoxification, but 

they mean the same thing.  Spiritual purification is by 

way of repentance-of being sorry and receiving 

forgiveness. 

 

Hand in hand with the renewal of ourselves is the 

task of cleansing society, by addressing and 

countering the poverty, unemployment and 

degradation, which so often underlies trouble and 

crime. Spring-cleaning is an important household 

chore- a time to dispose of clutter and rubbish, 

although it is challenging to realize that, ‗there is no 

place called Away into which things can finally be 

thrown‘. 

As much as possible should be recycled, because we 

are not only polluting this precious world with our 

rubbish, but transforming its climate by our carbon 

emissions. Cleanliness, they say, is next to godliness. 

Galanthophiles recognize many varieties of 

snowdrops including one named after a country 

clergyman, Henry Harper-Crewe, Rector of Drayton 

Beauchamp in Buckinghamshire. Snowdrops also 

have the charming name of Candlemas bells, 

appearing as they do for Candlemas-the Feast of the 

Presentation of the infant Christ in the temple. 

Candlemas is also called the Purification of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary-not that Mary in her virginity 

needed any purifying, but she and Joseph were 

following the custom of the time in taking their baby 

to the temple with an offering of two doves. 

 

Purification, like the old English custom of 

churching, had the good purpose of giving thanks for 

the miracle of new birth. 

 

Two old pensioners, Simeon and Anna, welcomed 

Mary and Joseph and their baby into the temple. 

Understanding between the very old and the very 

young is a great joy. When families are no longer 

naturally extensive networks, old friends and 

relations become even more important. 

 

The young do not often realize how much they owe 

to the old, who maintain the faith and indeed church 

buildings-beacons of light in a dark world. Christians 

believe that God created this beautiful world, and that 

His Son Jesus Christ is the first born of all creation. 

The snowdrops signal that a fresh start can be made, 

and that it is possible to purify the evil and dross that 

stain and smudge so many lives and places. God 

challenges His people to worship and work together 

to bring all ages into the way of purity, light and 

peace. 

 

The Baptist Church welcomes you all to our Sunday 

morning services at 11-00am, and to any of our 

prayer times on most Wednesday mornings, or if you 

have any thing or body you would like us to pray for 

please contact any of our members and we would be 

most happy to do so. 

 

Phyllis Langdon, Church Secretary 

 

Women’s World Day of Prayer 
 

Friday March 2
nd  

2012 

 

Once again women all over the world will be joining 

in the Women‘s World Day of Prayer.  In Thorverton 

and District it will be held this year at the Parish 

Church in Thorverton, at 11-00am followed by a 

soup lunch. 

 

These services are a great inspiration to all those 

present and must represent a considerable step 

forward in our move to Christian Unity. Praying 

together is surely the way to grow together in mutual 

understanding and we hope that this day of prayer 

can be carried forth each year into the future. 
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A fellowship of joy, faith and love.  All this has 

grown from a simple service of prayer and contrition 

held first in 1887. 

 

Why not make a note in your diaries and join with us 

on the first Friday in March with Christians from 

over 170 countries and islands uniting together in 

praise, worship and in prayer.  

 

We look forward to seeing you, and we welcome 

ALL. Ladies, men and children, everyone is 

welcome.    

 

Phyllis Langdon 

 

 

School Report 
At a joint meeting held at Cheriton Fitzpaine Primary 

School on Wednesday 4th January 2012 the 

governors of Cheriton Fitzpaine, Newton St Cyres 

and Thorverton voted independently in favour of 

setting up the Exe Valley Federation. The federation 

will come into being on 30th March 2012 and the 

Exective Headteacher will be Mrs Heather Perry, 

presently head at Newton St Cyres. 

 

The decision ushers in an exciting time;  not only 

does it help to establish greater future financial 

stability but also opens up all the opportunities which 

are available from collaborative working.  The task 

now will be to realise those opportunities – this will 

take time but each school community is determined 

to make it happen. 

 

Clive Hamblin  

Chair of Governors for Thorverton C of E School 

 

Opera Speke 
 

You might be forgiven for thinking that Opera Speke 

is a bit stuffy and doesn‘t connect to the world at 

large. You‘d be wrong. When we started out on this 

fascinating journey, David and I had no idea how it 

would turn out, and that‘s because we didn‘t bring to 

it a fixed set of ideas of what it was going to be. We 

sort of made it up as we went along, with an ear to 

the ground.  

 

The result of that is, how it has turned out has been 

defined by the people who come to it. It is true to say 

that it is their Opera Speke. They have made it what 

they wanted it to be. Who would have thought that 

for people who live on their own, this is a wonderful 

opportunity for them to make new friends with 

people who share their love of opera? For others who 

find it difficult to get out, this is the highlight of their 

month, a terrific night out.  

 

People who are carers find respite from their 

challenging lives and can relax in a welcoming and 

informal atmosphere. We also discovered that for 

many Opera Spekies, this was a great opportunity to 

learn about opera in a non-intimidating situation. 

Someone said to me that there is a perceived barrier 

to opera, that it was expensive and socially exclusive. 

We are not like that. Everyone is welcome and we 

charge nothing for the evening, which includes a 

super buffet meal and a glass of wine!  

 

Our next meeting is on Tuesday, February the 21st 

at 7.30pm. We are screening Orpheus and Eurydice, 

a wonderful opera by Gluck, which combines music 

and dance to create the complete experience. Not to 

be missed. 

 

If you‘d like to come to this and have a great night 

out, just give me a ring. 

 

Jane Barnard-Smith - 01392 841770 

 

Women’s Institute 

Coffee mornings and Markets have been set for the 

next six months as follows.   

Each will be from 10.00 to 11.00 am at the WI Hut: 

Saturday 25
th
 February, Saturday 24

th
 March, 

Saturday 28
th
 April, Saturday 26

th
 May, Saturday 23

rd
 

June. 

WI meetings are held on the first Tuesday of 

every month, with the exception of January.  They 

commence at 7-30pm in the WI Hut (opposite 

Cleaves Close).  The meeting on 7
th

 February – Our 

Friendly Future Meeting - will have a particular focus 

on considering future activities. 

  
 

Ladies Group 
 

The Christmas Meal at Bickliegh Mill was much 

enjoyed by all, and we give our thanks to Beryl for 

organising it for us, a very happy occasion, with 

nearly all of us present. 

The February meeting will be a visit to the 

Pantomime, so would all members wanting to go, 

please be in the Bury by 6-50pm on February 2
nd

.  

Please note that this is a week later than our usual 

date. 

Phyllis Langdon 
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Thorverton PTFA 
 

Wine Tasting Evening 2
nd

 March 

 

Come along for a fun evening of wine tasting and 

more in the Exeter Inn Skittle Alley.  Look out for 

more information on posters around the village soon 

(see Notices section of this Focus too- Ed). 

 

The Giving Machine 

 

The school is now registered on TheGivingMachine. 

Every time you shop online with over 360 of the 

UK‘s top brands – Amazon, Ebay, John Lewis, Next 

(to name but a few), they will give our school a free 

donation. You don‘t have to buy anything you 

wouldn‘t normally buy, and it won‘t cost you any 

more. To join up please go to 

www.TheGivingMachine.co.uk  - it‘s very simple to 

do and you can then start helping to raise money for 

the school as soon as you shop!  

 

Cake Stall @ The Saturday Market 

 

The cake stall continues to run every month and is 

vital in providing a regular and much needed income 

over the year. Many thanks to those of you who bake 

cakes and/or buy cakes - your support is very much 

appreciated. Cake donations are always very 

welcome and can be brought to school on the Friday. 

Thank you to Carol Pearn for all her hard work with 

managing the stall every month. 

 

Finally, we would like to thank you for your 

continued support, and we look forward to seeing 

you at our events. 

 

Katie Vanstone, on behalf of Thorverton 
PTFA    

 

I Don’t Believe It 
Shopping for me is rarely a pleasure. It is a necessity 

made worse by ever increasing parking charges and 

wide variations in price. I recently bought an item of 

office equipment for £24.97 ordering on line and 

collecting from a local store – the same item was 

advertised for a staggering £141.34 plus postage by 

one hopeful, but deluded, company on e-bay. This 

attempt at excessive profiteering reminds me of a 

holiday abroad when a beach vendor still trying to 

sell sunglasses as the last rays of the sun disappeared 

beneath the horizon intoned ―buy one get twenty 

eight free‖. Seriously, if Councils really want to 

arrest the decline of our town and city centres they 

need to make shopping more convenient and cheaper. 

Dare I suggest, one hour free parking – then I might 

visit our High Streets more often! 

 

From time to time I‘ve responded to invitations from 

government and other bodies to suggest ways they 

might improve service and/or reduce costs. I did, 

however, fail to respond to the BBC‘s mind boggling 

myriad of recent consultations and now live to regret 

it. A cacophony of overbearing street sound effects 

and inappropriate music during a recent episode of 

Garrows Law rendered the narrative unintelligible. 

Even serious discussion programmes and reports on 

R4 are routinely accompanied by annoying 

background jingles, jungle drums or unrelated 

mindless ―music‖. So, if the BBC is still having 

difficulty balancing the books, please consider letting 

go of the background music department. 

 

I am appalled by our District Councillors awarding 

themselves a 23% rise in their already generous 

allowances – I find it particularly insensitive at this 

time and wonder what services or jobs will be cut to 

pay for this estimated £50,000 a year increase in the 

cost of our local ―democracy‖. Gosh, it‘s dinner time 

already - please pass the gravy, aah Bisto! 

 

Commentator 

Honoured 
 

Congratulations to John Lee, Shobrooke farmer and 

Chairman of the Devon County Agricultural 

Association (DCAA), which organises the Devon 

County Show each year, who has had his many 

contributions to farming and the rural economy 

recognised with an OBE in the New Years Honours. 
 

Allotment Holders    

The Annual General Meeting will be held at the 

Exeter Inn on Monday 2
nd

 April at 7.30 pm. An item 

of food will be brought to the AGM by all attending.  

We hope to see you there.   

Mark Welsh 

Bridge Successes 
 

Congratulations to Ian Stoyle, who won the Crediton 

Bridge Club cup for the most points gained during 

2011, and to Graeme Culshaw, who had the most top 

three placings.  Both of these Thorverton residents 

can usually also be found at Thorverton‘s bridge 

club, which meets on the 1
st
, 3

rd
 and 5

th
 Thursdays of 

the month from 7pm in the WI Hut.  Contact Graeme 

on 860203 for details. 

http://www.thegivingmachine.co.uk/
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Legal Eagle 
 

This month we turn our attention to the more serious 

of the non-fatal offences against the person. These 

are to be found in sections 18 and 20 of the Offences 

Against the Person Act 1861. 

 

Both offences require proof of a wounding or causing 

grievous bodily harm. Section 18 uses the word 

‗cause‘ whilst section 20 uses the word ‗inflict‘ At 

one time it was felt that the word ‗inflict‘ meant that 

the harm had to be caused in a particular way, 

namely by a battery. In Wilson [1984] the House of 

Lords held that this was not so and this view was 

upheld in Ireland;Burstow [1998]. The House of 

Lords held that there is no difference between the use 

of the word ‗inflict‘ in s20 and the use of the word 

‗cause‘ in s18. 

 

The result is that grievous bodily harm can now be 

inflicted by conduct not involving direct or indirect 

touching of the body. 

 

The term ‗grievous bodily harm‘ means ‗serious 

harm‘. In Bollom [2004] D was convicted of s18 

grievous bodily harm when he caused abrasions and 

bruising to the body of V, his 17 month old child. 

The Court of Appeal held that the harm does not have 

to be life threatening, dangerous, permanent, have 

lasting consequences or necessitate treatment. In 

assessing whether the injuries amount to grievous 

bodily harm, the effect of those injuries on the 

particular victim, having regard to the age and health 

of that victim is a relevant factor. 

 

The view of the Court of Appeal appears to be 

somewhat at odds with the Crown Prosecution 

Charging Standards which lists among examples of 

grievous bodily harm, injury resulting in permanent 

disability or permanent loss of sensory function; 

injury which results in more than minor permanent 

visible disfigurement; broken or displaced bones or 

limbs; injuries which cause substantial loss of blood, 

usually necessitating a transfusion; injuries resulting 

in lengthy treatment or incapacity. 

 

A ‗ wound ‗ requires the continuity of the whole skin 

to be broken. It is not enough that the outer skin is 

broken if the inner skin remains intact. In JCC ( a 

Minor ) –v- Eisenhower [1984] a pellet from an air 

pistol hit V in the eye and caused the rupture of blood 

vessels but did not break the skin and as a 

consequence the injury did not constitute a wound. 

 

If the skin is broken, this is a wound, even if the 

injury is slight. However, as with grievous bodily 

harm, the Crown Prosecution Charging Standards 

generally require a more serious level of harm. 

 

A wound, if sufficiently serious can, of course, 

amount to grievous bodily harm. 

 

Both offences require the harm to have been caused 

‗unlawfully‘. This means that a person cannot be 

convicted of an offence under either section if his 

conduct is legally justified;  for example, if acting in 

self-defence. 

 

The feature which distinguishes the two offences is 

that the s18 offence requires proof of an ulterior 

intent. The prosecution is required to prove that the 

accused intended to do some grievous bodily harm to 

any person or acted with intent to resist or prevent the 

lawful apprehension or detainer of any 

person………. 

 

The result is that once the wound or grievous bodily 

harm has been shown to have been  maliciously 

(intentionally or subjectively recklessly) caused, the 

prosecution must then go on to prove the ulterior 

intent which relates not to the actual result but what 

the accused, at the outset, intended to be the result. 

 

No such ulterior intent requirement is to be found in 

the s20 offence. 

 

We have now come to the end of our brief look at 

offences against the person. Next month we shall 

begin to look at offences against property, starting 

with theft. 

 

 

Clive Hamblin 

 
  

War Horse 
Now that the film of Michael Morpurgo‘s book has 

been released, Thorvertonians may be interested to 

hear that our own Kate Colebrook is a member of the 

cast of the stage version, currently running at the 

New London Theatre. Kate takes the part of Emilie 

and also helps Young Joey, one of the life-size 

puppets, come alive!  
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Cold Comfort Farm 
Montage by John Spivey of photos of the reading of Cold Comfort Farm, organised by Sheena Hunter-Hedges, and 

performed in memory of Rick Hartnell who is so fondly remembered in the village.  
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TARTS News 

 
Thorverton Amblers Ramblers and Trampers  

 

It was with great sadness that we started 2012 by 

saying goodbye to Mike Rich, one of our founders 

and the driving force behind setting the group up. It 

was Mike who came up with the name TARTS, with 

which we have had so much fun over the years. Once 

The Bell was sold Mike was a regular walker, 

refusing to be put off by even the most awful 

weather. We have built up quite a collection of 

humorous anecdotes over the years and Mike has 

featured in many of them; those of you who went to 

The Exeter Inn after his funeral may have seen the 

photo of Mike helping the ladies through a river 

when our leader forgot to include a bridge on the 

route! I can still remember vividly how painfully cold 

the water was and how I was grateful for Mike 

hauling me out the other side. 

 

 
Mike Rich on a TARTS walk (from the 2006 TARTS 

calendar) 

 

He will be very sorely missed by all of us. I hope too 

that he would be pleased that the group he helped 

create is still going strong and will next year 

celebrate our tenth birthday. 

 

Future walks and events 

 

Saturday 4
th
 February: led by Heather and Royston. 

 

Saturday 18
th
 February: An Exmoor walk led by 

Caroline 

 

Saturday 3rd March: A 7 ½ mile walk from Ivybridge 

led by Tony: 

 

Saturday 17
th
 March: Shorter walk led by Simon and 

Mary. 

 

Saturday 31
st
 March: Led by Ann. 

  

All walks meet opposite the church at 0930, and are 

suitable for dogs unless otherwise stated. Shorter 

walks are usually 4 – 6 miles in length and longer 

walks 6 – 9 miles, however precise details of each 

walk (length, gradient, lunch information etc) will be 

displayed approximately a week before the walk in 

the Old Post Office Window and on the village notice 

board. If you would like to be included on the email 

list contact Caroline (861002) or Graeme (860203). 

Caroline Prince 

 

Garden Club 
The AGM held on the 15

th
 January was attended 

by 19 members.  Once more it has been a very 

successful year with five talks given over the 

previous year.  The talks for the coming year 

will be as follows:  

 

February 20th – Allan Rippin the head gardener 

from Castle Drogo  

 

March 19th – Dr Gavin Haig will return to talk 

this time on The Healing Garden  

 

April 16th – Nick Baker will give his postponed 

talk on the history of Cowley and Upton Pyne  

 

May 21st -  Allan Leaman from Bernaville will 

return to talk this time about planting up hanging 

baskets and containers  

 

June 16th  -  This will be the date for our annual 

Flower Show – a bit later this year for a change 

so hopefully we will be able to vary the classes a 

bit  

 

September 17th – a speaker has yet to be 

arranged for this date  

 

October 15th – Mr Allan French a nursery man 

and garden consultant from Cullompton will talk 

about autumn colour in the garden 
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There will be an Open Garden visit at some point 

during the year and also the annual outing both 

of which will be arranged and details published 

at a later date.  

 

Sadly Claire Lancaster has decided to stand 

down but was thanked for all her hard work 

during her 2 years on the committee as chairman 

and was presented with a plant, a book on garden 

birds and a token for £10.  Pam Keen has kindly 

agreed to take her place and I‘m sure will do an 

admirable job.  Nick Baker remains as 

Programme Secretary, Chris Grundy as Show 

Secretary, Jane King as Treasurer and myself as 

Secretary.  Mary Furner and Pam Stoneman will 

remain as committee members.  

 

The title of the Garden Club was once more 

discussed and it was agreed by vote to change 

the name to the Upton Pyne and District Garden 

Club.  The main reason for this is because 

practically all of the functions of the Club take 

place at Upton Pyne and a wider area is now 

connected to it.  

 

If anyone is interested in coming along to one of 

our talks or joining the club then please do give 

me a ring on 861 205.    

 

Ros Rowlerson 
 

Thorverton Rugby Player, Jack 
Yeandle 
 

Rugby followers (and followers of the fortunes 

of Thorvertonians) will be interested to know 

that Jack Yeandle‘s team, Doncaster Knights, are 

due to be shown live on Sky Sports on Saturday 

February 18
th

 at 12.05 against Rotherham. 

  

They are having an interesting season, losing to 

teams they would expect to beat and completely 

surprising everyone by beating the likes of 

Cornish Pirates and Bedford Blues (who are 

currently 2
nd

 in the league). At one stage during 

the Knights v Pirates match, 10% of the players 

were ex-Crediton Rugby Club players – pretty 

impressive for a small rugby club.  

 

Thorverton and District History 
Society 
There was no meeting in December and January‘s 

AGM was just too late to be reported in this edition 

of Focus, however, I was able to obtain the 

programme for 2012, which is as follows: 

 

Friday 24
th
 February Dr David Oates – The 

Colourful Arms of Devon‘s Gentry 

Friday 23
rd

 March Amyas Crump – Gas, 

Granite and a Lighthouse 

Friday 27
th
 April Paul Rendell – The Tamar 

Valley 

Friday 25
th
 May Michael Laithwaite – Town Houses 

in Devon and their Continental Connections 

Friday 22
nd

 June Guided walk around historic 

Topsham 

Friday 28th September  Dr Ian Campbell – Bell 

Ringing 

Friday 26
th
 October Geoffrey Harding – The 

Templers of Exeter and Stover 

Friday 23
rd

 November Village Memories evening – 

bring along something of historical interest if you 

wish, give a short talk about it, or just look at other 

people‘s items 

Friday 25
th
 January 2013 AGM and speaker. 

                            

Nature Notes 
 
The past month has been generally mild intermingled 

with some cold snaps lasting a few days. Early signs 

of the Spring to come are already being seen and 

heard. Primroses are flowering on the roadside bank 

near the main turning to Silverton, and were out 

before Christmas. I‘m fairly certain a woodpecker is 

regularly drumming somewhere near Ratcliffe 

Farm/Little Raddon/old quarry and this activity 

started around 13
th
 December. I am also confident I 

heard the croaking of a frog hidden among the 

vegetation in our pond on 14
th
 January. 

 

My sister Angie reported a pair of ravens performing 

courtship signs, the male preening his mates face. 

Angie thinks the ravens may be nesting in a Sitka 

Spruce in a little wood at Wyke, a new nesting site 

for the raven. In 2007 in my Focus report I asked if 

anyone knew where the ravens seen around 

Thorverton may have a nest. Last year I discovered a 

nest was almost on my doorstep. I had seen the nest 

before but didn‘t realise it belonged to ravens until 

one day I noticed a bird in residence and I stood and 

watched. After some moments the large black bird 

left the nest flying very low and I was unable to see 

where it went. This happened on more than one 

occasion so I think it knew I was watching the nest. 

This did not deter the birds and it is never long before 



Focus on Thorverton  Vol. 43 No.2– February 2012 

 

22 

the nest is hidden by emerging oak leaf growth. The 

raven is definitely a bird on the increase. It has an 

interesting repertoire of calls and I chuckle when I 

hear it make a sound like a telephone ring tone.  

 

The article in last month‘s Focus promoting a course 

on orchard management at Killerton National Trust 

Estate has prompted me to write a bit about the 

wildlife in our little ‗orchard‘ at the bottom of the 

garden. We have 10 apple trees, two damson, two 

pear, one cherry, one quince and two plums. All 

components of the trees i.e. flowers, leaves, bark, 

branches and fruit attract birds, mammals and insects 

for one reason or another. Whether you have one fruit 

tree or indeed any tree in your garden will be an asset 

to wildlife. If you look slowly and get our eye tuned 

in you will at some point in the future spot something 

of interest, just keep looking. 

 

Lots of our trees have a covering of lichen and on 

14
th
 May last year a close inspection of our oldest 

damson tree led me to discover this camouflaged 

caterpillar. It is a larva of a moth called a Brussels 

Lace Cleorodes lichenaria, which is especially found 

in the South West of England. The caterpillar feeds 

on lichen and hence the second part of its Latin 

name. I regularly light trap the adult moth and last 

year the first one appeared on 27
th
 May and the last 

one 19
th
 August.      

 

Next month there will be more to come on the 

inhabitants of the orchard.         

 

Jenny Garne  

Golfer’s Society Of Thorverton  
 
Boxing Day, 2011 

 

Fifteen eager golfers, full of seasonal cheer of one 

kind or another, attempted to walk off any excesses 

while comparing notes on all Santa had left them. On 

view were traditional sweaters and socks while some 

simply sported longer belts. 

 

The players drew numbers to be divided into five 

teams with scoring by the points system, best two 

individual scores on each hole to count. Therefore 36 

points was the target for par golf. Given the very 

sticky conditions and damp air it was remarkable that 

one team actually reached this goal. 

 

The winners were Ken Galvin, Robyn Tooze and Ali 

Tulloch with the magical 36 points while runners-up 

were Geoff Bulley, Graham Coombes and Andy 

French, 3 points adrift. There were two contenders 

for the Donna-Y Trophy. At the 5
th
 tee the runners-up 

agreed how beneficial it was to be out and about on 

such a wonderful morning, with all traces of any 

hangover gone for good. With that, Graham 

Coombes proceeded to tee up a few yards outside of 

the designated area, to the delight of his pals. 

Premature congratulation one might say. 

 

However, pride of place went to Russell Ball for his 

long approach to the 9
th
 green. It was the fact that it 

missed that drew the plaudits from those gathered. 

Not missing the green but the stationary figure of 

Dave Harlow who suddenly found himself just inches 

from the plugged ball. Despite the shouted warning it 

seems fortune does favour the brave and the hard of 

hearing. 

 

Sunday, 15
th
 January 2012 

 

A cold, windy day punctuated by bright sunlight saw 

thirteen hardy golfers tackle the elements. Indeed, it 

was the kind of day when the 

osseocarnisanguineoviscericartilaginonervomedullary 

attributes of the players were tested to their limits. At 

least the ground was no longer littered with areas 

reminiscent of 

aequeosalinocalcalinosetaceoaluminosocupreovitrioli

c deposits. 

 

There may well be those reading these simple 

observations who might consider the use of long 

words as nothing better than 

floccinaucinihilipilification. However, if one 

consulted a citizen of New Zealand living within 

sight of 

Taumatawhakatangihangakoauauotamateaturipukaka

pikimaungahoronukupokaiwhenuakitanatahu [it is 

curious that my spell-checker, while flinching at the 

earlier words, had no difficulty in accepting this one 

– Ed] a rather different point of view might be 

forthcoming.  But what of the golf? 
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Clear winner was Mark Cummins with 17 points and 

a cut of one shot. Two points behind was Chris 

Harlow, a point ahead of John Mann and Dave 

Harlow. The Donna-Y was awarded to Reith Roberts 

although he was one of a number of players whose 

clubs were badly affected by the breeze, resulting in 

shots some would have claimed to be practice 

swings. Reith had two claims, albeit from a difficult 

stance. 

 

For those who would like to hear the above long 

words, inspired by last month‘s Focus, spoken and 

explained it will cost 50p per word, to be placed in a 

charity box of your choice in The Exeter or The 

Thorverton Arms, when you catch sight of your 

correspondent in either emporium. 

 

The Player of the Year for 2011 was Jim Chappelle. 

He received a bottle of Port, kindly donated by John 

Mann. Order of merit is based on the average of each 

player‘s five best scores and Jim achieved an average 

of 20.4, equal to that of the previous champion, Scott 

Hasler. The number of players who qualified was 20, 

double that of last year, while 36 players took part 

overall, an indication of the support the society has 

received. Well done to Jim and thank you to all those 

who have taken part. 

 

The Society‘s A.G.M. will be held after golf on 

Sunday, 29
th
 January 2012. Jim‘s Port and the odd 

lump of cheese will feature after proceedings are 

complete. 

 

Don‘t forget, there are two Sunday events each 

month. All are welcome. Details at The Exeter. 

 
G.S. Potter 

 

 

 

Thorverton Football 
The Football Club has been having a tougher time of 

it this season and currently languish in the bottom 

half of the league (although it should be remembered 

that this is the Devon and Exeter Premier Division).  

  

 
  P W D L F A Diff Pts 

1 SEATON TOWN 19 14 3 2 74 33 41 45 

2 ST MARTINS 16 12 3 1 43 20 23 39 

3 TOPSHAM TOWN 17 12 1 4 64 34 30 37 

4 
MORCHARD 

BISHOP 
16 9 4 3 40 26 14 31 

5 
HEAVITREE SOCIAL 
UNITED 

21 8 5 8 48 41 7 29 

6 BARNSTAPLE TOWN 17 7 7 3 36 23 13 28 

7 NEWTOWN 12 8 1 3 37 18 19 25 

8 BEER ALBION 19 7 4 8 27 31 -4 25 

9 
HATHERLEIGH 

TOWN 
20 7 4 9 41 46 -5 25 

10 
BUDLEIGH 

SALTERTON 
20 6 2 12 27 47 -20 20 

11 WILLAND ROVERS 14 5 2 7 20 22 -2 17 

12 CLYST VALLEY 18 5 2 11 23 34 -11 17 

13 THORVERTON 14 5 2 7 22 36 -14 17 

14 EAST BUDLEIGH 18 5 1 12 21 44 -23 16 

15 UNIVERSITY 18 4 2 12 23 46 -23 14 

16 ALPHINGTON 19 3 1 15 15 60 -45 10 

 
Home matches in February are on Saturday 11

th
 (v 

Alphington) and Saturday 18
th
 (v Budleigh 

Salterton).  Both matches kick off at 3pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Second Team are in Division 4.  The league 

table for that division is given below: 

 

 
P W D L F A Diff Pts 

1 DOLPHIN 16 12 2 2 74 22 52 38 

2 NEWTON ST CYRES 16 8 4 4 41 33 8 28 

3 THORVERTON 2ND 13 8 1 4 38 30 8 25 

4 
EXMOUTH 

AMATEURS 2ND 
16 7 3 6 23 31 -8 24 

5 
WHIPTON AND 

PINHOE FC 
15 7 2 6 45 34 11 23 

6 UNIVERSITY 4TH 13 7 2 4 39 29 10 23 

7 CREDITON UNITED 14 7 1 6 31 23 8 22 

8 HEMYOCK 13 6 2 5 29 24 5 20 

9 KENTISBEARE 16 6 2 8 31 59 -28 20 

10 
OKEHAMPTON 

ARGYLE 
14 6 1 7 32 27 5 19 

11 
COUNTESS WEAR 

DYNAMOES 
18 5 3 10 33 41 -8 18 

12 BAMPTON 13 4 2 7 21 31 -10 14 

13 SEATON TOWN 2ND 17 3 3 11 21 49 -28 12 

14 LAPFORD 14 2 4 8 20 45 -25 10 

 

Home matches in February are on Saturday 4
th
 (v 

Hemyock) and Saturday 25
th
 (v Kentisbeare).  Both 

matches kick off at 3pm. 

 

Again, if we have anyone who would like to provide 

a report on any of the matches, I would be very 

pleased to print it. 
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Two Excursions in Bali 
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Two Excursions in Bali 
A Guided Walk  

This was through paddy fields. The humidity was considerable and I had to force myself to concentrate so as not to 

fall off the narrow pathways dividing the paddies. 

 

Some of the fields had green shoots, others were waterlogged. The views were varied and often spectacular, as in a 

Cartier Bresson photo. Labourers struggling to use a rotovator in a waterlogged area were not wearing shoes or 

boots. My guide spoke to others who were hoeing or cleaning canals, usually skinny men who smiled and showed 

mouths full of rotting teeth. One said that the plastic cups and wrappers he was lifting from the water had floated 

down from a nearby market. 

 

Further on a farmer was erecting a stone hut for his animals. The entire family was involved, the women carrying 

the heavy grey cement blocks on their heads. My guide said that farmers in Bali have a hard life and often 

supplement their income by raising livestock to sell. If members of a family do not look after one another they 

starve, for there is no social security system. Only the males inherit and, on marrying, the girl moves into the 

husband‘s house -- an arrangement which the guide seemed to think was perfectly fair. We in the UK should count 

our blessings! 

 

At the Elephant Park 

We had a fascinating time at the Conservation Elephant Park. A family have dedicated themselves to the rescue and 

protection of the endangered Sumatran elephants, of which there are now 23 females and seven big bull elephants. 

These were exploited – overworked and underfed – by Sumatran logging companies before being rescued. When 

they arrive they have eye infections, bad skins and various kinds of psychological problems, all of which disappear 

with time. The rescue work continues. Now they find themselves in beautiful grounds tailored to their needs with 

their own food and pad to sleep in and their own mahout whom they see daily and with whom they form a close 

and lasting relationship. The only work asked of them in return is to give a maximum of five rides per day to 

visitors. Our elly Dina ground to a halt, refusing to move, when she heard music reminding her of the bad old 

logging days. She only recommenced her walk when the music stopped. 

 

We spent a long time watching the babies. Three were born last year and two more of these delightful creatures are 

expected next year. It is no accident that they can only be conceived in captivity when the parents are contented. 

The gestation period is 23 months and they spend years with their parents. 

 

We saw the elephants being pampered and washed by their own trainer in a large pool, after which they were fed 

bamboo shoots and bananas. They spend more time eating than sleeping and love being fed and spoken to by 

visitors. It was a most memorable day. 

Andrew Hoellering 

 

Travel Writer 
Congratulations to Sally Baldwin who was a runner-

up in the Observer’s travel writing competition last 

year.  I reproduce her entry below in the hope that 

this, and Andrew’s piece above on Bali, might inspire 

others to submit travel articles to Focus to brighten 

us up (or perhaps to make us envious!): 

 

Dance of the swifts in Corfu 

At eight o'clock the swifts appeared; swooping, dive-

bombing, dancing and twittering, filling the evening 

sky with an extraordinary show of aerial acrobatics. 

Then at nine o'clock as the light faded, they 

disappeared almost as suddenly as they had arrived, 

off to roost before another day of serious flying in 

preparation for their long journey south to winter 

warmth. 

We were in Corfu Town enjoying an early-evening 

ouzo on the roof garden of the Hotel Cavalieri, 

admiring the panoramic views over the Old Fortress, 

Garitsa bay and the old Venetian area known as the 

Campiello, all glowing in the mellow, dusky light. 

We were spending three days at the wonderful old 

Hotel Bella Venezia, recently restored. You could eat 

breakfast in the garden – Greek yoghurt, honey, fruit, 

granola, pastries – under a canopy of bougainvillea 

and jasmine. 

We spent our days wandering the tightly knit streets 

of the Old Town, with their beautiful faded facades 

and sudden glimpses down alleys full of surprises: a 

skinny cat lounging in a decorated alcove, bright 

washing against a splash of blue paint – and a 

collapsed balcony fallen overnight on to a parked car. 
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On the Spianada we watched cricket, introduced by 

the British in the 19th century. When we felt too hot 

we would stop for a lazy swim in the Ionian – 

astonishingly clear and clean considering how much 

shipping comes into the port. 

On the last evening, we returned to the roof garden. 

We wanted another chance to savour those views, the 

display of joyful flying, that quality of light and the 

wonderful feeling of warm Mediterranean evening air 

on the skin.  

New Year’s Eve in Thorverton 
 

Pictured below are locally based group, Rude 

Awakening, who, along with another locally based 

group, Backbench Rebellion, entertained revellers on 

New Year‘s Eve.  Well done to both groups for 

providing such an excellent evening of live music 

and reminding us once again of the breadth of 

talented musicians in the area. 

 

 

Poetry 
Bird Talk 

I am a tiny feathered bird,  

Perched high upon a bough, 

Below me black and horned there stands, 

A creature known as cow; 

It chews and chews at grass all day, 

It is awkward, loud and big, 

I‘m glad I am a little bird, 

To fly from twig to twig. 

 

I am a bird, I am building 

My nest, my young to sleep, 

Beneath my home there grazes 

A creature known as sheep, 

It‘s fat and rather stupid, 

(For young it makes no nest) 

With joy I sing, for this is spring, 

To be a bird is best. 

 

I am a bird, I am bathing 

My plumage in a stream, 

Within the water clear there darts, 

A trout, a perch, a bream, 

Creatures of the water world, 

Commonly known as fish, 

To change with them my airy life 

Would never be my wish. 

 

I am a bird, I am searching 

For insects on the gorse, 

Near me, flicking flies away, 

Is a creature known as horse, 

Who is used to transport humans, 

(Which I think is quite absurd) 

I‘m glad I‘m me, I‘m glad I‘m free, 

I‘m glad I am a bird. 

Doreen Beer

 

Mild Winter? – A tale of two Janes 

   
Photos taken in Not The Village Shop and in the Post Office, provided by Jane Ristic 
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Twenty Five Years Ago 
Focus February 1987 
 

Thorverton Garden Club 

Our gardening year starts with the AGM which will be held on February 9
th
 at the W.I. Hut. Following the business 

section of the meeting there will be a talk on modern garden tools given by Mr. Jackson of Bernaville Nurseries at 

Cowley.  The meetings arranged for the rest of the year are as follows:- 

March9th  Growing for Showing   Mr.Westcott 

April 13
th
  Spring Flower Exhibition  and Social Evening. 

May 11
th
   Water in your Garden-West Country  Water Garden Centre 

June 8
th
  Climbing Plants-Speaker from Bicton College. 

July 13
th
  Wild Life in your Garden-Who‘s Eating your Swedes Now? 

Aug 15
th
  Summer Show-Memorial Hall 

Sept 14
th
  Apple Growing-Speaker from Bicton College 

Oct 12
th
 Heathers-Speaker to be announced 

Nov 9
th
 Organic Gardening-Speaker from Bicton College 

Dec 14
th
  Decorating for Christmas. 

We hope to see new members and look forward to seeing all our old friends-remember, whatever the weather may 

throw at us, all those lovely flowers and delicious vegetables will be with us soon.        

                                             Happy Gardening     Mary Richards. 

 

Thorverton Parish Council 

Devon County Council are so impressed with the standard of the survey carried out by the Exe Valley Venture 

Scout Unit that a copy of their report on the Thorverton Footpaths and Bridleways is being used by the County 

Liaison Officer as an example to demonstrate to other Parishes what can be achieved. 

Parish Council are to seek the experience and support of the Garden Club to assist with the village Britian –in-

Bloom entry for 1987. 

Once again the Christmas lights at the village green cheered the festive season. Parish Council wishes to express 

the thanks of everyone to Mr. J. Uglow and Mr. S. May for making this annual feature possible. 

Thanks also to Shirley Cocks for brightening the colourful scene with an attractively decorated Christmas tree. 

District Planning Committee has granted conditional planning permission for the conversion of the Drill Hall to 

four dwelling units. 

Covenants include provision for car parking and a screening wall. 

The grass cutting season is not far away and parishioners are reminded that there are still vacancies on the 

voluntary grass cutting rota for the village green.     Athos K.Angus  Parish Clerk.   

 

Thorverton Youth Football 
 

Thorverton‘s Under 13s continue to do well in the Exeter Youth League.  I recently saw them in a thrilling – and I 

might add highly skilful – match against league leaders Alphington, which Thorverton narrowly lost, 2-1.  The 

latest league table is reproduced below: 

 

  P W D L F A Diff Pts 

ALPHINGTON JETS 12 10 2 0 57 10 47 32 

THORVERTON YOUTH 10 6 3 1 41 13 28 21 

EXETER CIVIL SERVICE 11 7 0 4 46 22 24 21 

SIDMOUTH TOWN 11 6 2 3 54 19 35 20 

MOORS YOUTH 8 6 1 1 30 8 22 19 

DAWLISH UNITED 11 6 1 4 41 31 10 19 

NEWTON ABBOT 66 10 6 0 4 33 21 12 18 

CS FALCONS 11 4 2 5 16 21 -5 14 

PINHOE SPARTANS 11 3 0 8 17 66 -49 9 

TWYFORD SPARTANS 11 2 0 9 12 48 -36 6 

STOKE HILL 10 1 1 8 12 60 -48 4 

CREDITON SAINTS 10 0 0 10 7 47 -40 0 
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Boxing Day meeting of the Silverton Hunt  
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Photos by John Spivey (top panorama) and Jane Lane 
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Photos by John Spivey (top panorama) and Becky Stannard 
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Anyone for Tennis? 
 

Newton St Cyres Tennis Club is a family friendly 

welcoming village club based at the Recreation 

Ground, Station Rd, Newton St Cyres, EX5 5AT. 

The tennis club offers fun and affordable tennis 

playing opportunities for children between the ages 

of 4-16yrs, with coaching sessions taking place for 

children of all ages and of all abilities.  

 

Our tennis club has recently adopted a Lawn Tennis 

Association (LTA) approach to playing tennis at 

grass roots level. Children are starting to play tennis 

at a younger age these days with children as young as 

4 years of age picking up a tennis racquet. Our highly 

motivated and experienced LTA Licensed Tennis 

Coach, Steve Ashton specialises in Mini Tennis 

Coaching at grass root level for the 10 and under age 

group. Mini tennis is just like the real game of tennis 

except that the tennis is played on smaller sized 

tennis courts, with shorter tennis rackets & a 

modified tennis balls. This system enables young 

people to develop the tennis skills required to play 

tennis successfully all in a fun based learning 

environment.  

 

Coaching sessions take place all year round on a 

Wednesday evening where club coach Steve delivers 

high quality fun based coaching sessions for the 

children.  Coaching sessions are very affordable at £5 

per session where your children can come along and 

try a taster session to see if they enjoy it, so there is 

no need to block book sessions straight away. 

Sessions run for 45min – 1hr depending on your 

child‘s age where all sessions take place between 

4.00pm & 8.30pm every Wednesday evening. We are 

very pleased to announce that our club coach Steve 

Ashton was awarded as ―Devon LTA Coach of the 

Year 2011‖ for his outstanding contribution to tennis 

in Devon.  To book your child a taster session or for 

more information about our tennis club then please 

contact Steve Ashton on 07835 041 719 or email 

s.ashton@homecall.co.uk please visit 

www.newtonstcyrestennisclub.co.uk. 

 

Steve is CRB checked LTA Licensed; all Tennis 

equipment is provided; children are asked to bring 

along a drink. 

 

The  Garden  in  February 
 

What a difference a year makes!!   This time last year 

we were struggling to come out of the coldest winter 

for years.  This year we nearly have the other 

scenario:  the grass has not stopped growing and the 

spinach which last year turned to `mush` is growing 

away splendidly.  February, if the weather permits, 

can be the start of the gardener emerging like the 

blinking Mole in The Wind in the Willows and 

sniffing the air with relish.  It`s just so good to get 

out of doors again and almost anything you do in the 

garden will help towards getting yourself organized 

for the summer.  However a word of warning,  if the 

garden is too wet or too frosty you will do more harm 

than good and you must wait patiently for better 

conditions.   

 

During last month, I sowed seed of lettuce, leeks,  

parsley and broad beans.  These were started on 

heated beds and covered with glass (mouse 

protection) until they had germinated.  After that the 

seedlings are balanced on tp of large flower pots,  in 

their trays, to grow on.  The flower pots again 

provide mouse protection.  The mice run over 

anything on which  they can climb and often have a 

nibble as they go.  Maybe I should just get a cat!!  

When the seedlings of the lettuce and parsley are 

about 2 to 3 cms they are pricked out into individual 

small 7cms size pots.  The broad beans are left to 

grow on in their original 9cms pots and will not be 

disturbed until they are ready to go outside.  They are 

at the moment sitting in cold frames.  One way to tell 

when a plant is ready to be planted out  is to check 

the bottom of the pot for roots emerging out of the 

pot.  The broad bean plant will be about 20 to30 cms 

high at this point.  This rule applies as a general 

guide for all annual plants.  If a young plant is 

transplanted too soon, the root system may not be 

sufficiently strong and well developed to cope with 

the shock of a new environment.  Conversely,  if a 

young plant lives too long in a pot, the roots become 

congested and start to go round in circles;  when 

transplanted the plant loses its vigour to grow and 

remains static.  The trick is to get the transfer just 

right when the plant will go in the ground and want 

to grow immediately. 

 

If you have not sown any of these seeds yet and 

would like to do so, there is plenty of time and I will 

be sowing more seed in the next 2 or 3 months; in 

fact with the lettuce and leeks, I sow these regularly 

until July and August.  Another useful tip with seed 

sowing of bigger seeds such as broad beans or peas,  

in fact any seed that is sown straight into its own pot,  

is to have the compost light and airy,  not squashed 

into the pot.   Hold the compost over the pot quite 

high and let it fall in until it is spilling over the top.  

Then give the pot a shake to lose some of the top and, 

importantly, tamp it down on the bench to let the 

remaining soil settle.  This should give you the right 

consistency and allow for enough air.  As soon as 

you start to push your fingertips into the soil you are 

breaking up the natural balance, very tempting but 

leave it alone!! 

mailto:s.ashton@homecall.co.uk
http://www.newtonstcyrestennisclub.co.uk/
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If you have dug up your Dahlias and are storing 

them, it is a good idea to check them over, just to 

make sure they are all dry and mould free.  This is 

good advice as my Knightshayes Dahlias have been 

stored in a new place which must be slightly moist 

and some of them have developed mould.  In the 

early stages this is easily removed by wiping clean 

but if left undetected can cause severe damage.  The 

Dahlias will be removed from winter storage and 

brought down to the polytunnel near the end of the 

month.  They are put into trays and have soil based 

compost put around the tubers leaving the top of the 

tubers just protruding.  They are then watered to 

stimulate new growth.  On cold days and at night 

they are covered with fleece.  They will stay in the 

polytunnel until they are ready to go out just before 

June - frost free. 

 

Away from the veg. garden any general tidy up is 

beneficial.  Continue to collect leaves and store to 

make good leaf mould.  Most leaves have fallen now 

so it is worth doing a thorough clear up.  If you didn`t 

get into your herbaceous borders before Xmas,  I 

raise my hand pitifully!  When there is some nice 

early spring sunshine – yes, I did mention spring - 

start to deadhead and clean up borders.  You are 

allowed to stay put in that armchair, Neville, if the 

weather threatens to become severely cold;  wait until 

it warms up before you cut things back. 

          

Roses can be planted and pruned from the latter half 

of February,  weather and soil permitting, i.e. not too 

soggy or hard and cold.  Dig over the soil to make a 

good workable tilth then add 65g per sq. metre (2oz 

per square yard).  Work this into the surface, treading 

the ground firm and then rake over.  Now prepare 

your rose if bare rooted.  Cut 5 to 8cms off each root.  

For bush roses, prune stems to3 or 5 buds.  Always 

use a sloping cut just above the bud so that the rain 

will run away from the bud.  Do not trim climbing 

varieties more than necessary, but take off any dead 

or weak growth.  Dig a hole large enough to take the 

roots with a little space to spare and deep enough for 

the graft to be just below ground level.  Spread the 

roots out evenly and carefully fill in with soil.  Firm 

around the base of the plant gently.  If the weather 

becomes very dry, you will have to water but not if it 

is frosty. 

 

Proper climbing roses may be pruned this month but 

it is better to prune ramblers in September.  Your 

climber should have produced a number of strong 

shoots last summer.  Aim to keep 5 to 7 strong well 

placed stems.  Remove as many as possible of the 

older flowering stems but if the plant hasn`t produced 

enough new growth, keep back some of the younger 

flowering stems.  To promote healthy vigourous new 

growth, cut back all side-shoots to 3 buds.  Shrub 

roses generally do not need hard pruning but some 

size restriction might be necessary.  As with all rose 

pruning, remove dead, diseased and damaged 

branches and any that are crossing and might rub 

together.  Make sure the wood you cut back into is 

healthy;  it should be white and not brown inside.  

Choose an outside facing bud when making a pruning 

cut so that the new stem will not grow into the centre 

of the plant where you need plenty of air.  Hybrid 

Tea roses, floribunda and miniatures are better left 

until March and we will deal with them in the next 

issue of Focus. 

 

So plenty to do then Neville.  Happy Gardening. 

Lorraine Colebrook 

 

TO LET 

 

THORVERTON 
 

Unfurnished 2 bedroom house with gas central heating, electric 

cooker, fridge/freezer, washer/dryer. 

 

for details call 

01392 860843 (after 6pm) 
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Thorverton Parish Information 

AIR AMBULANCE EMERGENCY - QUOTE NATIONAL GRID REFERENCE 
RECREATION GROUND - Sheet 192 SS 923019 MEMORIAL HALL FIELD - Sheet 192 SS 926019 
 
Bus services     See inside back cover 
Carers' Support Group Anne Higman, Wyndham House Surgery, Silverton. 860034. 
     Meetings - 3rd Wednesday of month, Wyndham House, 2.30-4.30 p.m. 
Church (C of E)  The Revd. Douglas Dettmer, The Rectory, Thorverton. 860332 

    The Revd. Sue Sheppard, Associate Minister, Autumn Haze, Rewe, 01392 841284 
          The Revd Julia Dallen  Assistant Curate   Tel 01392 861145 Email: julia.dallen@netherexe.org  
   Mrs Margaret Lowe, Administration Manager, 07594 714590 margaret.admin@netherexe.org 

 Church Wardens Peter Colebrook, Ockero, Thorverton. 861019.  
     Edwin Greed, Fortescue, Netherexe. 841231. 
 Consort   Mary Thomas, 1 The Glebe, Thorverton. 860730. 
 P.C.C. Treasurer  Jean Brown, Rydal Cottage, Bullen Street. 861176. 
 Friends of Thorverton Parish Church Trust Royston Kershaw 25 The Glebe 860419 
Church (Baptist)  The Revd. Maurice Harrison, 01884 258599. 
    Secretary Phyllis Langdon, 860932.  

Services, notice board or Focus. 
County Councillor  Cllr. Mr. M. Lee. 01363 772671. 
District Councillor  Cllr. Mr. R. M. Deed. 01392 861258. 
Doctors     Dr Jon Wride & Lynne Anderson / Drs Stead, O'Brien & Ziegler 
Electricity (Western Power) Report a loss of power: 0800 365 900 Bill Enquiries: 0800 365 000 
      Street lights 0870 556 1851 
Friends of Thorverton & Silverton Surgeries Christine Walker, 881501 
Gas Emergency   0800 111999 
Leonard Trust Chairman: R Hughes. Secretary: Mrs. E Hughes, 3 Dinham Mews, Exeter EX4 4EF 
Library (Exeter Mobile) Alternate Thursdays, 11.45am to 12.05pm (16.05 to 16.50 from January 2011) 
in the Quarry Car Park 
Member of Parliament  Mel Stride via 01392 823306 or mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk 
Newspaper Reporter (Express & Echo) Jane Ristic, 53 Silver Street, Thorverton. 860054 
Parish Council Chairman Cllr. Stuart Crang,  
Parish Clerk    Mrs Jane Lane, Stable House, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062. 
Parish Council Meetings 2nd Tuesday of month, at The Memorial Hall, 7.30 pm. 
Parish Allotments  Contact the Parish Clerk - 861062 
Parish Council Notice Board Situated in School Lane, opposite the Thorverton Arms. 
   IMPORTANT!- PLANNING APPLICATION NOTICES ARE DISPLAYED HERE 
 
Planning notification applications  at http://data.gov.uk/apps/planningalerts alert via email when a 
planning application is published in one’s street, neighbourhood or wider area. 

Pension Service  PO Box 93, Plymouth PL6 5WJ. 0845 60 60 265 

Police    Central Switchboard 24 Hours: 0845 2777444.  
Post Office Portacabin (TCT Ltd) Quarry Car Park, Thorverton EX5 5NG 860455 
Mon. to Fri : 9 am.-1.00 pm., 2 pm.- 5.30 pm.  
Sat: 9 am.-12 noon Sun: 9 am - 10.30 am for newspaper sales only 
 Business Manager: Jill Blewett, Faircop, Jericho St, Thorverton 
 Chair and Company Secretary: Heather Kershaw, 25 The Glebe, 860419 
Public Telephone Kiosk Opposite the Church, outside the Bell Inn, Dinneford St. 
School (C of E Primary)   Acting Head Teacher: Mrs Emma Pyne 860374. 
School Governors  Chair: Clive Hamblin 861305 Clerk: Julie Cornwall 860127 
School P.T.F.A.   Chair: Lisa Browning, 860609  Secretary: Hannah James, 861075 
     Treasurer: Damon Gill, 860176  
South West Water  24 Hour Emergency: 0800 169 1144. Helpline: 0800 169 1133. 
Thorverton Millennium Chair: Dame Margaret Turner-Warwick, Pynes House,  
  Green Trust Silver Street 861173.  Secretary: Lin Balkwill 860663 
Tiverton Volunteer Centre 28, Gold Street, Tiverton EX16 6PY. Judy Seymour, 01884 255734. 

http://mel.stride.mp/
http://parliament.uk/
http://data.gov.uk/apps/planningalerts
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Thorverton Organisations 
Amateur Dramatic Society (TADS)  Chairperson  Sylvia Wakeham 

Vice Chairs    David Salter and Cathy Williams; Treasurer  John White ex officio 
Secretary        Jane Peyton Jones 

Contact numbers for enquires and new members 01392 861390 or 01382 86004.  Meetings in the Exeter Inn 8pm 
last Wednesday of the month - frequent events and play readings as well as performances 

Art Group  Barrie Phillips, Crossmead, School Lane, Thorverton. 860529  
  Meet Fridays during term-time at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 am-12.00. 

Arts Exchange Louise Page, Campion Cottage, Jerico St, 860509. 
  Monthly meetings in members' homes at 8.0 pm. (see Diary) 

Association Football Club Chairman: Andy Harris, 01392 851664 
  Secretary: David Gregory, 2 The Orchard, Brampford Speke, 841803. 
Bridge Circle Graeme Culshaw, 3 The Glebe, Thorverton 860203.  
  Meets 1st/3rd/5th Thursdays at the W.I. Hut from 7.00 p.m.. 
Brownies    Contact: Hannah (07925 981786) or Lisa (860609) 
  Meet Wednesdays during term-time at the W.I. Hut, 5.00-6.30 pm. 
Clarinet Group Contact Peter Mason 860727.  Meets every Thursday morning.   
Cricket Club Chair: Charles Kislingbury, Arley House, 19 Church St, Silverton. 860270 
    Secretary: M C Denford, 14 Moorlands, Tiverton EX16 6UF 01884 255076 
  Fixture Sec: J Meredith, 190 Mincinglake Rd, Exeter EX4 7DS 01392 272504 
Exe Valley Practice Patient Participation Group    
   Chair: Sheena Hunter-Hedges 860843 Secretary: Anna Mews 860769 
   Meets quarterly at Thorverton Surgery (see Focus and surgeries for dates) 

Focus Magazine Chair: Michael Ayre, Ratcliffe Farm, Thorverton. 
  Editor: Neville Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062. 
  Secretary: Jane Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062. 
  Treasurer: Bob Swaffield, Schiehallion, School Lane, Thorverton 01392 860309 
Friends of Silverton & Thorverton Surgeries 
  Coffee Mornings in the Lamb Inn, Silverton 
  Held at 10-12 noon on the LAST THURSDAY of every month except December 
Golf Society Players of Thorverton Care of Exeter Inn, 01392 860206 
Guides  Contact: Lisa Browning 860609 
  Meet Wednesdays during term-time at the W.I. Hut, 7.00-9.00pm. 
History Society Chair: Bill Stamper, Dunelm, Raddon, Thorverton. 860214 
  Programme Secretary: Beryl Coe, 5 The Glebe, Thorverton 860876. 
Ladies Group Meet 2nd Thursday of month, (Venue and time - see Focus Notices). 
Memorial Hall Committee Chair/Key holder/Bookings:Mr Mike Shelton. Fir Tree House,  
     Bullen Street. 861027. 
Memorial Hall Market   2nd Saturday of the month, at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 - 11.00 am. 
Thorverton Pre-School  Rachel Mildon (Chair) - 861707 / thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com.  
      Mon 9.am-11.45am, & 12.45pm-3.15pm & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm, 
     Tues/Weds 9.am-11.45am & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm,  
     Thurs 9.-11.45am; 12.45pm- 3.15pm & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm. during term-time,  
     At Thorverton Primary School site 

Thorverton Ambling, Rambling and Tramping Society (TARTS) 

  Contacts : Caroline Prince 07749 775304 or Graeme Culshaw 860203 
   See notices of walks in Old Post Office Window Bullen Street. 

Toddler Group Contact : Hannah Calder 860808 
  Wednesdays, during term-time, at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 a.m.-11.30.  
Rainbows  Contact Jean Pearn 860105, Penny Fice 861136,  
  Term-time, Tuesdays 3.45-4.45pm at Thorverton School Hall. 
Royal British Legion Chairman/Hon.Sec. P Furneaux, Hillcrest, Thorverton 860227 email: paf@furno.co.uk 
  Hon. Treasurer: Alex Fice 
Women's Institute Secretary: Susan Maguire 01392 860631 
  Bookings: Susan Maguire 01392 860631. 
  W.I. Meeting. 1st Tuesday of the month at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
  Whist, 3rd Tuesday of the month, at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 

W.I. Market & Coffee  4th Saturday of the month at the W.I. Hut. 10.00 am. to 11.00 am. 

mailto:thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com
mailto:paf@furno.co.uk
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Doctors' Surgeries 

The Exe Valley Practice 

Dr JON WRIDE and Dr LYNNE ANDERSON 
 

The Surgery, The Berry    The Surgery, 3 Coach Road 

THORVERTON EX5 5NT    SILVERTON EX5 4JL 

Tel: 01392 860273      01392 860176 

Fax: 01392 860654     01392 861598 

www.exevalleypractice.co.uk 

exevalleypractice@nhs.net 

 

 

Opening times 

 
 GP on duty Thorverton Silverton 

Monday Dr Anderson 08:30 – 18:00 08:45 – 12:30 

Tuesday Dr Anderson 07:30 – 18:00 Closed 

Wednesday Dr Anderson am 
Dr Wride pm 

08:30 – 17:00  
14:30 – 18:00 

Thursday Dr Wride 08:30 – 19:30 Closed 

Friday Dr Wride 08:30 – 18:00 08:45 – 12:30 

 

Surgery times 

 
 Thorverton Silverton 

Monday 15:00 – 17:15 09:00 – 11:45 

Tuesday 07:30 – 11:30 
15:00 – 17:00 

Closed 

Wednesday 09:00 – 11:00 17:00 – 17:45 

Thursday 09:00 – 11:15 
16:00 – 19:00 

Closed 

Friday 15:00 – 17:30 09:00 – 11:30 
 

 

There are no surgeries on Saturday or Sunday, but a doctor will be on call for emergencies only on 0845 6710 270 

 

REPEAT PRESCRIPTIONS (Monday to Friday) – You can request your repeat prescriptions by calling our 

dispensary on 01392 861622, or by using our online repeat prescription request www.exevalleypractice.co.uk. 

Please note that 48 hours notice is required for all repeat prescriptions. 

 

We accept credit\debit card payments for prescriptions 

 

We now operate a home delivery service for housebound registered patients. Please contact us on 01392 860273 for 

more information. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.exevalleypractice.co.uk/
mailto:exevalleypractice@nhs.net
http://www.exevalleypractice.co.uk/
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Waste Collection Dates for 2011/12 
 

a) Recycling and brown bins   b) General refuse 

 

Generally on Mondays unless stated 

February 13
th
 and 27

th
     February 6

th
 and 20

th
 

March 12
th
 and 26

th
     March 5

th
 and 19

th
  

 

 

 

Mobile Library  
Thursdays, fortnightly, from 16.05 - 16.50 in the Quarry Car Park by Thorverton Post Office. 

 

February 2
nd

 and 16
th
 

March 1
st
, 15

th
 and 29

th
 

April 12
th
 and 26

th
 

May 10
th
 and 24

th
 

June 7
th
 and 21

st
 

July 5
th
 and 19

th
 

August 2
nd

, 16
th
 and 30

th
 

September 13
th
 and 27

th
 

October 11
th
 and 25

th
 

November 8
th
 and 22

nd
 

December 6
th
 and 20

th
 

 

 

Bus Services 
Turner's Tours / Carmel Coaches (bus 678) Mon-Fri. 10.09 from The Berry and the Baptist Chapel.  

Return 13.35 from Exeter bus station, Stand 5. 

 

Stagecoach (service 55B) Mon-Sat (except Bank Holidays)  

To Tiverton: 07.55, 10.10, 12.10, 14.10, 16.12, 17.24 (except Saturdays), 18.12 from The Berry and Broadlands.  

Return from Tiverton bus station: 07.35 (07.40 on Saturdays), 08.45, 10.45, 12.45, 14.45, 15.55 (except Saturdays), 

16.45, 17.45. 

 

To Exeter: 08.00 (08.05 on Saturdays), 09.00, 11.10, 13.10, 15.10, 16.20 (except Saturdays), 17.10, 18.10 from The 

Berry and Broadlands.  

Return from Exeter bus station: 07.30, 09.45, 11.45, 13.45, 15.45, 17.00 (except Saturdays), 17.45  

 

Stagecoach 55 service runs every half-hour in each direction along the Exeter-Tiverton road, stopping at the 

Thorverton turn (the Ruffwell). Please consult Stagecoach 55 Group timetable for details of this service. 

 

Stagecoach free service to Somerfield's, Broadclyst, from Broadlands on Tuesdays 14.00. 

 

Stagecoach offers a variety of concessions for regular commuters, shoppers, children, students and jobseekers as 

well as one-day unlimited-use Explorer tickets. Further details from Stagecoach: 01392 427711 or 01803 664500 or 

www.stagecoachbus.com or www.devon.gov.uk/devonbus. 

 

Devonbus Timetable Information: call Traveline 0871 200 2233 Timetables available at the Post Office 
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Diary 2012 
Please notify FOCUS Editor of additions or changes. 

(Email: focusonthorverton@yahoo.co.uk or phone Neville Lane on 861062) 

 

2012 

FEBRUARY 

Thurs 2
nd

 Ladies Group – meet in the Bury for Pantomime outing, 6.50pm 

Fri 3
rd

  Puppetcraft – A Circle of Tales, Memorial Hall, 7.00pm 

Tues 7
th
  WI meeting (to determine the future of the WI), WI Hut, 7.30pm 

Thurs 9
th
 Arts Festival and Church Week planning meeting, Thorverton Arms, 8.00pm 

Sat 11
th
  Saturday Market at Memorial Hall 9.30-11am 

Valentine‘s Dance,  9-12pm (Cancelled, sorry) 

Fri 17
th
  Memorial Hall AGM, Memorial Hall, 7.45pm 

Thurs 23
rd

 Arts Exchange, Exceptional, Okeroo, 8.00pm 

Fri 24
th
  Thorverton and District History Society, The Colourful Arms of Devon’s Gentry, WI Hut, 7.30pm 

Sat 25
th
               Coffee morning and Market at WI Hut, 10.00-11.00 am 

 

MARCH 

Fri 2
nd

  Women‘s World Day of Prayer, Parish Church, 11.00 am 

  Wine Tasting (PTFA event), Exeter Inn Skittle Alley, 8.00pm 

Wed 7
th
  Focus AGM, Baptist Chapel, 7.30pm 

Sat 10
th
  Saturday Market at Memorial Hall 9.30-11am 

Thurs 22
nd

 Arts Exchange, Bears, Garden Cottage, 8.00pm 

Fri 23
rd

  Thorverton and District History Society, Gas, Granite and a Lighthouse, WI Hut, 7.30pm 

Sat 24
th
              Coffee morning and Market at WI Hut, 10.00-11.00 am 

Sat 31
st
  Mad Hatter‘s Tea Party 6-9pm 

 

APRIL 

Sun 8
th
  SWEGA Grasstrack Racing at Ratcliffe Farm 

Mon 9
th
  Easter Egg Hunt followed by Duck Racing 

Sat 14
th
  Saturday Market at Memorial Hall 9.30-11am 

Thurs 26
th
 Arts Exchange, Edge, Campion Cottage, 8.00pm 

Fri 27
th
  Thorverton and District History Society, The Tamar Valley, WI Hut, 7.30pm 

Sat 28
th
              Coffee morning and Market at WI Hut, 10.00-11.00 am 

 

MAY 

Sat 12
th
  Saturday Market at Memorial Hall 9.30-11am 

Tues -Sat 15th - 19
th
   East Devon Arts Festival at Thorverton Church  

Fri 25
th
 Thorverton and District History Society, Town Houses in Devon and their Continental 

Connections, WI Hut, 7.30pm 

Sat 26
th
            Coffee morning and Market at WI Hut, 10.00-11.00 am 

 

JUNE 

Sun 3
rd

  Free lunch for Senior Citizens 

Mon 4
th
  Street Party followed by BBQ and fireworks 

Sat 9
th 

 Thorverton Country Show at Ratcliffe Farm 

Sun 10
th
  Thorverton Country Show at Ratcliffe Farm 

Fri 24
th
  Thorverton and District History Society, Guided walk around historic Topsham 

Sat 23
rd

              Coffee morning and Market at WI Hut, 10.00-11.00 am 

 

 


