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Treasurer Bob Swaffield, Schiehallion, School Lane, Thorverton. Tel. (01392) 860309 

Editor Neville Lane, Stable House, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. Tel. (01392) 861062 

 Email: focusonthorverton@yahoo.co.uk 

 Back issues: http://thorverton.net/focus-downloads.html 

Assistant editors Eileen Mason and Sheena Hunter-Hedges  

Printers Barrie Phillips and Peter Mason 

At the present time Focus is produced each month except one (August) and is assembled by volunteers on the last 

working day of the month. 

 

The Editor welcomes interesting news items, reports etc. for publication. Items for inclusion in Focus should be 

accompanied by the name of the originator, which may be withheld from print if requested. The aims of Focus are: 

 

 To produce a non-political monthly magazine serving the people of the parish of Thorverton, providing 

them with information on activities in the parish; 

 For the magazine to be one that villagers are proud of; 

 To provide a window for those outside Thorverton to see what the village has to offer; 

 To promote local businesses through advertising; and 

 To run at a small annual profit, but with surplus funds put to support village organisations for the benefit of 

Thorverton residents. 

 

Items for publication, adverts, changes to adverts, Diary entries, changes to Thorverton Information lists should be 

sent to the Editor, preferably as plain text in an email, or as a Word doc file or a pdf file email attachment (to 

focusonthorverton@yahoo.co.uk) by the 20
th
 of the month prior to publication please. 

Computer file formats: We prefer plain text files: .ODT files, .DOC files, .RTF files and .WPS files because our 

production team have software that can read such files. BMP and JPEG files are preferred for advertisements and 

pictures. 

 

Advertisements and Notices 

 

Poster Type Advertisements: maximum size is half an A4 page.  Text for advertisements should be prepared as 

near as possible to how it is intended to appear.  Pictures must be supplied as required on the advertisement. 

 

COMMERCIAL ADVERTISEMENTS 

 

The following advertising charges apply: 

 

 Maximum dimensions COST per ENTRY FULL YEAR (11 entries) 

Half page 18.2 cm x 12.2 cm £5.00   £50.00 

Quarter page 8.5 cm x 12.2 cm £2.50   £25.00 

One-eighth page 8.5 cm x 5.8 cm  £1.50   £15.00 

 

LOCAL ORGANISATION and CHARITIES ADVERTISEMENTS 

  COST per ENTRY 

Half page   £3.00 

Quarter or one-eighth page   free of charge 

 

Front Cover: Thorverton rooftops by John Spivey 

 

The opinions and views expressed by contributors within the magazine are not necessarily those of Focus 

producers or of the Focus Committee. 

mailto:focusonthorverton@yahoo.co.uk
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Editorial 
 

We are coming towards the Focus AGM.  

Congratulations if you have read beyond those first 

seven words, which might be enough to put off all 

but the hardiest souls.  I mention it because we would 

like to discuss at our AGM ideas that people might 

have about how to improve Focus.  To that end, I 

have included a questionnaire in this month’s Focus, 

so that we might gather some feedback.  Please take a 

few moments to fill it in and return to me.  I should 

like to record my thanks to Sheena Hunter-Hedges 

for drawing up the questionnaire and also for putting 

together most of Focus this month. 

 

If you decide to hand-deliver the completed 

questionnaire to me (at Stable House, 2 The Glebe) 

can I suggest that you put it in the black box on the 

wall just outside the gate rather than through the 

letterbox in the door for we have a Jack Russell in the 

house that sometimes tries to bite things put through 

the letterbox.  It was ironic that all of our Christmas 

cards were unscathed this year – apart from one from 

our ex-postman! 

 

I have been keeping a weather record recently.  I 

thought that it would be interesting to report back 

each month and to see whether our perceptions were 

matched by the facts.  I have to admit that I don’t 

have the tools required to do this properly, having 

only a barometer – not even a maximum and 

minimum thermometer - so I have been making use 

of precipitation records from Whipton Weather 

Website (try saying that 10 times at speed!) and 

temperature data from The Weather Channel (for 

Exeter).  At present I don’t even have a month’s 

worth of records, so don’t intend to start any reports 

in Focus until next month.  I wonder whether anyone 

in the area keeps more accurate daily recordings that 

would better show the position for Thorverton rather 

than for a mix of Thorverton, Exeter and Whipton.  

Do let me know if you do keep weather records. 

 

I recently received an email from Mark Welsh to let 

me know about plans for a music and beer festival in 

Thorverton, probably on 7
th
 September.  Apart from 

local groups, there will be a range of local ales and a 

barbecue throughout the day.  The ThorFest will be 

raising money for the School, Pre-School and 

Memorial Hall.  I will give this more coverage in 

future editions, but thought that you would want to 

know that there is something exciting in the pipeline.   

 

Let us hope for a drier February, preferably even with 

a little sunshine if that is not too much to ask, so that 

we can make the most of the lighter afternoons. 

 

Neville Lane, Editor 
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Letters 
 

From Maxine Edwards of Silverton 

 

I'm not in any way an "official" Silverton 

correspondent, but I do enjoy reading your excellent 

magazine and finding out what delights are 

happening in Thorverton.   

 

One such highlight was the extremely entertaining 

TADS Pantomime.  My friend and I thoroughly 

enjoyed it, and so did her 92 year old father and 3 

year old grandson, the latter being totally mesmerised 

throughout!  Definitely worth a trip across the River 

for that one! 

 

The "Silverton Luvvies" Drama Group (they didn't 

want to be called the SADS for obvious reasons!) 

hope they can reciprocate by inviting all Thorverton 

residents to their hilarious "Ants in Space" to be held 

in Silverton Community Hall on Thursday 21st to 

Saturday 23rd February at 7.30pm, with a 2.30pm 

matinee as well on the Saturday. A good time is 

guaranteed to be had by all.  More information and 

tickets are available from Trudi on 01392 861082. 

 

On another matter, thank you to all Thorverton 

residents who came to see Silverton's very first 

Christmas Tree Festival and to let them know that a 

massive £879.93 was raised in aid of the Children's 

Hospice in North Devon. 

 

And last but by no means least, another date for your 

diary -   Silverton Street Market 2013 will take place 

on Saturday 3rd August.  We do hope to see you 

there where a warm welcome awaits! 

 

 

 

From Jill Blewett of Faircop 

 

I would like to say a huge thank you to all the TCT 

members and customers of the Post Office for the 

kind wishes and messages of goodwill they offered 

on my recent escape from the Post Office.  Their gift 

of a book token to mark the occasion was 

unbelievably generous and I am most grateful. 

 

Unfortunately TCT Ltd is not a participating 

organisation and does not sell books so I will be 

shopping elsewhere, but I shall continue to support 

our village enterprise in other ways.   

 

Thank you for your support over the past 11 years.  It 

really made me feel part of the community from day 

one.  I hope you will now offer the same 

encouragement to Jan Hamilton. 

 

From Brenda Bennett of Westleigh, Tiverton 

 

 
 

I recently came across this photograph of a WW1 

soldier whose name is unknown. However, the young 

lady in the top left corner is my late grandmother 

Millie Coren born in 1890, daughter of Harry and 

Alice Coren who, along with their other 7 children, 

lived in Thorverton. She married my grandfather, 

William Henry Sage at Thorverton church 1925, but 

he is not the man in the photo!  

 

I realise this is a long shot, but I would dearly love to 

find out who this man is and wondered if anyone in 

Thorverton recognises the mystery man from their 

own old family photos. I believe the badge on his cap 

is that of the Devonshire Regiment and I know there 

are names of men from that regiment on the 

Thorverton War Memorial.  

 

Any help or information would be greatly 

appreciated! 

 

Brenda Bennett 

bennett@ajandba.eclipse.co.uk 

01823 672202 

8 Hensons Drive, Westleigh, Tiverton 

EX16 7SB 

mailto:bennett@ajandba.eclipse.co.uk
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From Sheena Hunter-Hedges of Mar Lodge 

 

I would like to thank the (newly retired) members of 

the Jubilee Committee for all their hard work both 

during the build-up to and throughout the Queen’s 

Jubilee Year.  I thought it was inspirational of them 

to continue the celebrations over the whole 12 month 

period, so much more fun than a single street party. 

 

You gave a lot of people so much pleasure and I’d 

like you to know that it was appreciated. 

 

 

From Brian Trump of School Lane 

 

Mrs Phyllis Langdon 

 

After the informal carol singing in the Chapel was 

over and the mince pies had been eaten and the tea 

cups washed, Phyllis was sent home. For 21
st
 

December was one of those special days which 

should be celebrated. It was her 80
th 

birthday! 

 

The members of the Chapel had planned a surprise 

party for her which was held in the WI hut. Caterers 

were booked, friends invited and entertainment 

organized by and Maurice and Fiona Harrison. 

Phyllis arrived to the singing of Happy Birthday and 

the party was underway. 

 

It was a very happy occasion and the entertainment – 

based round a sketch (a take off of Cinderella) was 

great fun. Fiona and Maurice sang a song Fiona had 

written for Phyllis to the tune of a well known carol, 

and Doreen Beer read a lovely poem about Phyllis 

which she had written specially. Other humorous 

contributions added to the fun. 

 

It was good to see Phyllis sitting and enjoying her 

party rather than in her usual role of organizing the 

event and dashing round with plates of food or cups 

of tea for everyone else. It was a special day for a 

special lady. 

 

 

Police and Crime Plan 
The Police and Crime Commissioner has  published 

proposals for cutting crime and keeping the public 

safe and he wants to hear what you think about them.  

 

The draft Police and Crime Plan sets out his policing 

priorities and how he intends to work with the Chief 

Constable and others to increase community safety. 

 

Contact the Commissioner now, so that he can use 

your views to inform his final Plan which will be 

published in March 2013.  Please let him have your 

comments on the draft Police and Crime Plan by 

completing the short questionnaire available online. 

You can access the Plan and questionnaire at 

http://www.devonandcornwall-pcc.gov.uk/Take-

Part/We-Want-Your-Views.aspx 

 

Tony Hogg 

Police and Crime Commissioner 

 

Family in Thorverton Looking for a Larger Home 

We are a local family in Thorverton who have been 

looking for a larger house in the area for some time.  

We are hoping to acquire a 4 bed detached property 

with a fairly large garden within easy reach of 

Thorverton.  We would also consider a three bed 

property that could be extended.  If you own a 

property like this, are you considering selling?  By 

contacting us directly, you could save thousands in 

estate agent’s fees while still getting the market 

value. 

 

Alternatively, if you are considering downsizing, we 

own an attractive three bedroomed bungalow with a 

medium sized low maintenance garden in a fantastic 

location which is both close to the village centre 

while still adjacent to the immediate countryside.  It 

has been recently renovated to a high standard, but is 

not quite large enough for our growing family.  We 

would consider a part exchange for a larger house, 

which would cut down on the expenses of estate 

agents and stamp duty etcetera for both parties. 

If you have any interest in selling or part exchange, 

then please do not hesitate to contact us to discuss. 

Contact us on 0777 1767 312 or email 

zaptastic.uk@gmail.com. 

Optical Delusion. Thanks to Barrie Phillips for 

providing this: 

                            

http://www.devonandcornwall-pcc.gov.uk/Take-Part/We-Want-Your-Views.aspx
http://www.devonandcornwall-pcc.gov.uk/Take-Part/We-Want-Your-Views.aspx
https://profiles.google.com/?hl=en
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Thorverton Parish Council   

 

 

Report of the January meeting of the 

Parish Council 
 

  

 
 

 

Planning Matters 

Decisions received to date of meeting:- 

(i)Ref 12/01492/TPO Application to pollard Lime Tree protected by Tree Preservation Order 70/00010/TPO. 10 

The Glebe (Old Rectory).  Approved. 

Applications received to date of meeting;- 

(i)Ref 12/01691/FULL Erection of extension and replacement porch. Orchard House. 

Council decided to make no comment on the Schedule of Minor Modifications relating to the Local Plan Part 3. 

 

PCSO Anna Roberts 

The Council was delighted that PCSO Roberts was able to attend part of the meeting and present a brief report on 

crime statistics.(Residents may wish to note that leaflets relating to the Community Messaging service are now in 

the portakabin ; if you want to sign up to this put your completed leaflet in the accompanying box and PCSO 

Roberts will pick it up.) 

 

Housing Matters 

Please look out for the notice, elsewhere in Focus and on notice boards in School Lane and the portakabin, 

reminding those residents hoping to obtain low cost/affordable housing to make sure their names are down on the 

“Home Choice” Register, run by Mid Devon District Council. 

 

Highways 

The Chairman was pleased to report that the brook had recently been cleared out in the centre of the village. 

Numerous potholes that had appeared in roads since the recent flooding would be reported to DCC and a request 

made for a culvert to be cleared along the road between Ratcliffe farm and Heathfield, the blockage of which had 

resulted in the road flooding. 

 

Residents should note that DCC has closed Hulke Lane (i.e. the road running from Station Cottage under 

the railway bridge to Yellowford Farm) to vehicles, except for access, until 17
th

 July 2013.  This is because of 

road slippage following the recent floods. 

 

Financial Matters 

Council set the Parish Precept for 2013-14 at £13,500, an increase of £1,500 on the previous year, due to 

anticipated additional expenditure in several areas and the reduction of District Council grant support.  This 

increase will add approx £3.90 to a “Band D” Council Tax bill for the year.  The sum of £5,000 was once again 

ring-fenced towards expenditure relating to the burial ground. 

 

Next meeting 

This will take place at the Memorial Hall on Tuesday, 12
th
 February 2013 at 7.30pm. An agenda is displayed before 

hand on the Parish Notice board in School Lane. 

Jane Lane, Parish Clerk 

 

Telephone: 01392 861062, email:thorvertonclerk@aol.com 

 

 



Focus on Thorverton  Vol. 44 No 2 – February 2013 

 

5 

 

Thorverton Memorial Hall 
Reg. Charity no. 203778 

 

 

 

 

 

The Memorial Hall January Committee Meeting 

At its meeting on 9 January the Committee heard that 

there were a promising number of both regular 

hirings of the hall and occasional events. TADS 

reported that it would be putting on a number of 

events in 2013 at the hall including a Talent Night, a 

Murder Mystery, an Old Time Music Hall evening, a 

bingo night and of course its big Christmas show 

(details as yet undecided) on 5-7 December. The 

possibility of improving the speakers and footlights 

for stage events is being considered. 

 

The renovations and development sub-group outlined 

provisional plans for improvements to the hall. It is 

hoped that these will become formal proposals for 

development shortly so that an application can be 

prepared for the planning authorities. 

 

The Exe Valley Practice informed the Committee 

that it had considered the suggestion that it might be 

possible to build a new surgery at the top of the Hall 

amenity area but had been advised that although this 

involved less flood risk than the car park it would 

still require extensive and expensive flood protection 

adding £80-100K to the cost.  This was well beyond 

the resources available to the Practice which is 

therefore considering other options.  The Committee 

reluctantly agreed that this concluded its direct 

involvement in this matter. 

 

Saturday Market 

The January Saturday Market was well attended 

although there were fewer stalls than previously, as is 

usual at this time of the year.  The market is held on 

the second Saturday morning of each month (except 

June) from 9.30, offering not only an opportunity to 

partake of the renowned ‘Big Breakfast’ and to 

browse the stalls providing exciting and varied 

products for sale at very reasonable prices, but also to 

catch up with village news. If you haven’t visited the 

market recently you must come and experience what 

it has to offer and take the opportunity to meet people 

and have a chat. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday Market January Draw results 

     

1
st
 prize: Chicken dinner: Lyn Balkwill   

2
nd

 prize: A mini manicure at Hair and Beauty zone, 

Tiverton: Sue Vooght   

3
rd

 prize: A box of Cadbury’s chocolate heroes: 

Margery Maynard 

4
th
 prize: Cadbury’s chocolate eclairs: Sue Vooght 

 

Your opportunity to become more involved in the 

Memorial Hall: 

  

The next meeting of the Hall Committee will be held 

on Wednesday 7 February.  If there is anything you 

would like to ask or tell the Committee, or if you 

would like to discuss joining the Committee to help 

make the hall a successful village community 

resource, or you wish to book the hall for an event or 

would just like to discuss how you might use the 

hall’s facilities, please contact any of the Committee 

members: Mike Shelton (Chair), Sarah Addicott, Di 

Baker, Roger Fieldhouse, Jeff Grace, Bob Hyde, 

Colin Marshall, Clare Roberts and Tony Woodhouse. 

 

 

Thorverton Memorial Hall 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Memorial Hall Trustees AGM 

will be held on 

Friday 15 March, 7.45 p.m. at the hall 

All welcome 

Local Organisations are particularly 

invited to send a representative 
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 Notice Board  

 
 

Thorverton Post Office & TCT 

newsagents/stationers 

 

Quarry Car Park, Lynch Road 

Thorverton   01392 860455 

 

offering a very wide range of post office services, 

newspapers, magazines, stationery, posting and 

packing materials, laundry service, photocopying – 

service with a smile! 

 

Mon – Fri  9.00 – 5.30 (closed 1.00-2.00) 

Sat  9.00 – 12.00 

Sun 9.00 – 10.30   TCT paper shop only 

 
 

  

Thorverton Church Consort Practices 
In church from 7:45 to 9 p.m. 

Thursdays:- 

February 21
st
 and 28

th
 and March 14

th
 

Wednesday:- 

March 27
th  

 

Thorverton Church Junior Consort 
Practices 
Monday, February 25

th
, 3:00 to 4:30 p.m. at 1, The 

Glebe, 

 

Mondays at school, 3:30 to 4:30 p.m.:- 

March 4
th
, 11

th
 and 25

th
 

 

New members always welcome. 

Please contact Mary Thomas, 01392 860730 

 

 

Sylv & Anne’s 

 

CHATTER CAFÉ 

 

Will be CLOSED 
Until March 25

th
 2013 

 
 

 TAG  
 

Thorverton Art Group 
 

FRIDAYS  
 

FROM 9:30 

@  

THORVERTON MEMORIAL 

HALL 

 
NEW MEMBERS VERY WELCOME 

  

TRIAL WEEK FREE - JUST TURN UP! 
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Thorverton Arts Exchange 
 

At Arts Exchange meetings we share our enthusiasms 

for writing, music, painting, film, craft etc. with one 

another.  Usually there is a theme to our choices, but 

occasionally an individual member will take 

responsibility for a whole evening. 

 

The meetings take place in members' homes on 

Thursdays at 8.00 pm.  Dates and venues: 

 

28 February: Desert Island Choice at 7 The Glebe 

21 March:  The Orient at Garden Cottage 

18 April: Make 'em laugh at Campion Cottage 

23 May:  Surprise at Cubberley House 

20 June: Departure at Stable House 

18 July:  Movement at Ockero 

12 September: Spring Success at Dinneford Spring 

 

New members are always welcome. For further 

information contact Louise Page or Rob Purvis, 

Campion Cottage 860509. 

 

Flower arranging Workshop 
 

The flower arranging workshop will be on  

Tues. Feb 19th - 7.30 - 9p.m. 

at The Thorverton Arms. 

 

Please bring – 

small bunch of supermarket flowers (5 - 7 stems);  

scissors; bunch of greenery; the base of 1 litre plastic 

bottle; pen and paper for notes 

 

My email is elspeth@holmes-flowers.co.uk or phone 

01392 860535. 

 

Mum and Toddlers/Baby Group 

 

Held at the Memorial Hall, Thorverton  

 

every Wednesday morning 9.30-11.30 (term 

time) 

 cost £2.00 

 

 this includes a tea or coffee, a snack for your 

little one, toys, activities and friendly faces!  

 

If you want any further information please call 

Wendy Coles on 01392 860031 (Toddler Rep) 

 

Thorverton Parish Council 
 

Affordable Housing 
 

It is nearly four years since the Parish Plan reported 

from its own survey that the top priority and urgent 

need was for “affordable” housing; it is two years 

since the last formal survey. 

 

Because of the numerous delays which have occurred 

the Local Enabling Officer agrees that it is now 

important to make sure that the demand for housing 

for local people is correct. 

 

If you are a local person and are still in need of lower 

cost housing (to rent or part-buy) please make sure 

that you are on the confidential “Home Choice” 

Register maintained by Mid Devon District Council 

(www.middevon.gov.uk -  Finding a Home  - Devon 

Home Choice, or ring 01884 255255 and ask for the 

Home Choice Register). 

 

If you know of any local person who may be eligible 

please make sure that they have applied and are 

added to the Register.  Please try to do this by 1
st
 

March. 

 

If you want any more help with making contact with 

“Home Choice”  the Parish Clerk (01392 861062) or 

Dame Margaret Turner-Warwick (01492 861173) 

may be able to help. 

 

 

A night of world music with 
Amadou Diagne and Griselda 
Sanderson 

Wednesday 27th February 2013 
The Red Lion Inn, Shobrooke 

 

Following on the sell out 
success of Shobrooke Arts and 
Crafts first live music event, 
we are delighted to present 
an evening of world music 
from this outstanding duo. 

 
Ticket enquiries: 01392 841785 

 
 

http://mail.yahoo.com/
mailto:elspeth@holmes-flowers.co.uk
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Silverton & Thorverton Link up 
 

Voluntary Service Group to both Surgeries in 

both Villages. 
 

I give below a revised list of LINK-UP drivers for 

the residents of Silverton and Thorverton:- 
 

John Kiely  861545; Shaun Fitzpatrick 

860972;  Eric Newton 860082; Margaret 

Clough 860971; Trish Barron 860401; Ann 

Sobczak 881121; Doreen Beer 860731; 

Stephen Roach 861042; Mary Smith 

861916 
 

The LINK-UP service is designed to take the elderly 

or disabled into the surgery or to hospitals either in 

Exeter or Tiverton. If you have an appointment you 

can approach any of the drivers for a lift, giving them 

as much notice as possible. There is no fee for this 

service but should you wish to make a donation into 

the LINK-UP funds, your driver will be pleased to 

accept your contribution on the completion of your 

journey. 
 

For those of you living in Stoke Canon you can 

obtain a lift to your Health Centre by telephoning 

Mrs Val King on 01392 841580 
 

Stan Chilcott MBE, LINK-UP Co-ordinator. 

Telephone 860656;  Jenny Roach, Treasurer. 

Telephone 861042 

 

 

 

 

Saturday 16
th

 March 2013 

 

at 7.30 in Exeter Cathedral 

 

Brahms – Ein Deutsches Requiem 

Exeter Philharmonic Choir  

 

Conducted by Andrew Millington 

with The Sinfonietta 

 
Tickets from www.exephil.org.uk or 01392 

499211.  Exeter Visitor Centre & Tickets, Dix's 

Field: by phone or in person – 01392 665885 

(four weeks before the concert) 

 

 

 

 

No venue for your party or conference?  

Want competitive prices with additional 

usages included?  Assurance that all 

electrics meet the required standards?  

Disabled access?  Disabled toilet? 

At 43ft deep and 20ft wide the WI Hut 

answers your need.  

Booking tel. no. 01392 860631 

 
Charity No. 229868 

 

Do you need funding for something 

that will benefit Thorverton? 

 

Focus is pleased to be able to offer 

funding for village organisations or 

individuals who need money for the 

benefit of the village. 

 

One of the aims of Focus is “to run at a 

small annual profit, but with surplus 

funds put to support village organisations 

for the benefit of Thorverton residents.” 

 

At last year’s Focus AGM it was agreed 

that funding should normally be limited 

to no more than 50% of the cost of the 

equipment requested;  that there should 

be a maximum limit; and that account 

should be taken of the number of 

potential beneficiaries of the funding. 

 

Over the past year we have been pleased 

to be able to provide financial assistance 

to the Jubilee Committee for the Street 

Party;  to the Cricket Club for its wicket 

covers; and to the History Society for a 

projector. 

 

Please submit any requests to Neville 

Lane, Focus Editor, 2 The Glebe, 

Thorverton or by email to  

focusonthorverton@yahoo.co.uk. 

 

  
 

http://www.exephil.org.uk/
mailto:focusonthorverton@yahoo.co.uk
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Marie Curie Cancer Care 

Meldon Viaduct Abseil – 

 Sunday 24th March 2013 

 

Abseil from the historic Meldon Viaduct, a Victorian 

wrought and cast iron structure which spans a 

wooded valley high on Dartmoor. At over 120 feet 

the abseil will be a true classic – only for the 

adventurous! With a spectacular birds eye views over 

the picturesque setting of Dartmoor this is one abseil 

not to be missed! 

  

No previous experience is necessary, only a sense of 

adventure!  Registration is £10 and everyone who 

abseils is asked to raise £100 in sponsorship. All 

money raised from this event will mean more hours 

of Marie Curie nursing care in your local community, 

to patients and their families when it is needed the 

most. 

  

You must be at least 16 years to take part and anyone 

under the age of 18 years must gain permission from 

a parent or guardian. 

  

Places are limited to apply early to avoid 

disappointment. For more information call Matt on 

01884 703536 or email 

waleswestevents@mariecurie.org.uk 

 

Villages in Action: Events near 
Thorverton 

 
 

A few Villages in Action events will be in the area 

over the next few months.  My experience of these 

events is that they are almost always worthwhile, 

often giving us the chance to see some of the less 

well known but very talented musicians and actors, at 

what are usually very reasonable prices.  Details are 

available on the Villages in Action website 

(www.villagesinaction.co.uk).  Here are the relatively 

local events in February: 

 

Saturday 9th February Crediton Arts Centre 

Nobody Rides the Unicorn by Puppetcraft Theatre. 

Tickets from 01363 773260. 

 

Saturday 16th February  Brampford Speke Village 

Hall 

Claude Bourbon plays Spanish blues guitar. 

Tickets from 01392 841785. 

 

Wednesday 27th February Red Lion, Shobrooke 

Amadou Diagne and Gris Anderson play guitar, 

nyckelharpa, violin and sing. 

Tickets from 01363 775468. 

 

Villages in Action presents 
Spanish Blues Guitar  

with Claude Bourbon 
Brampford Speke Village Hall 

Saturday, 16
th

 February 2013 at 8pm 
 

Adult £8.00 Child £5.50 Conc £5.50 

 

Born in France in the early 60s, Claude Bourbon 

grew up in Switzerland where he was classically 

trained.  This finger picking guitarist has performed 

and studied all over the world; he has created an 

unbelievable fusion of classical and jazz, with 

ethereal Eastern influence, Spanish and Latin 

elements with strains of Western Folk. 

“A breathtaking acoustic fusion of blues, jazz, folk, classical and Spanish 
guitar from a stunning guitar virtuoso…”  www.claudebourbon.org 

Tickets: Barnhill Cottage, Chapel Road, Brampford Speke or 
01392 841785 

mailto:waleswestevents@mariecurie.org.uk
http://www.claudebourbon.org/
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The Exe Valley Film Society 
         

 
 

Proudly presents our next screening: 
 

THE HELP (2011) (PG) 
                     

THURSDAY 28
th

 FEBRUARY   7.30 for 8.0pm 
Brampford Speke Village Hall 

 
Director:   Tate Taylor 

Starring:   Emma Stone Viola Davies Octavia Spencer 
 
In 1960’s Mississippi a white society girl decides to 
write about the lives of local black servants to the 
distrust of both communities. Unlikely friendships are 
formed in this fascinating film touching on difficult 
subjects. 
 
All welcome – members £1, non-members £5. Bring a 
bottle, a snack if you wish and enjoy the friendly, 
relaxed, candle-lit atmosphere & free popcorn! 
Enquiries 01392 840072 

 
 

 
At Silverton Community Hall: 

 

Focus Annual General Meeting 

 
Wednesday 6

th
 March 

7.30pm start 
 

At the Baptist Chapel, Thorverton 

 

 

Take the chance to have input to making sure that we 

have a village magazine to be proud of. 

 

This meeting is open to all Thorverton residents aged 

18 or over;  village organisations are invited to be 

represented (with voting rights). 

 

The agenda will be published in the March edition of 

Focus.  It will include the opportunity to discuss the 

results of the readers’ survey which is included in 

this month’s Focus. 

 

 

 

Your recommendations and opinions of local 

tradespeople have been requested again by the 

publisher of ‘Our Local Expert’ – the free 

annual guide of trustworthy local businesses. 

 

Nick Hall invites comments – good and bad – 

about local tradespeople you have used. He 

wants to celebrate those who are trustworthy and 

give quality service – to help you avoid 

‘cowboys’ and ‘rogue traders’. 

 

Please contact Nick on 01392 340304, or email 

Nick@OurLocalExpert.co.uk. 
 

 

 

Thorverton Memorial Hall 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Memorial Hall Trustees AGM 

will be held on 

Friday 15 March, 7.45 p.m. at the hall 
 

All welcome 

Local Organisations are particularly 

invited to send a representative 

mailto:Nick@OurLocalExpert.co.uk
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Parish Church Services and News 

 

February 2013 SERVICES & INFORMATION 

The Netherexe Parishes - A Mission Community in the Diocese of Exeter  

 

Sunday 3 February 2013 Presentation of Christ in the Temple 

 

09:00 am Holy Communion [C] Upton Pyne DD & P Ashman 

10:00 am Service With A Smile & Christingle ☺ Brampford Speke Lay-Led & DD 

10:00 am Holy Communion [C] Poltimore DC 

10:00 am Service of The Word  Stoke Canon Lay-Led 

10:00 am Holy Communion [C] Thorverton Michael & Sharon Simpson 

11:15 am Holy Communion [C] Rewe DD 

05:00 pm Evening Prayer [BCP] Newton St Cyres P Ashman & DD 

06:30 pm Evening Prayer [BCP] Cadbury DC 

 

Sunday 10 February 2013 Sunday before Lent 
 

10:00 am Family Service & Holy Communion ☺ Newton St Cyres DC & P Ashman 

10:00 am Holy Communion [C] Stoke Canon JD & DD 

11:00 am Joint Service  Thorverton Baptist Church Baptist Officiant 

   Joint Service with parish church 

11:15 am Holy Communion [C] Upton Pyne Alan Simmonds 

12:00 noon Baptism  Huxham JD 

06:30 pm Evening Prayer [BCP] Huxham DD 

 

 

Wednesday 13 February 2013 Ash Wednesday Mission Community Services  
 

09:30 am Holy Communion [BCP] Thorverton DC &JD 

07:30 pm Holy Communion [C] Brampford Speke DD & P Ashman 

 

 

Sunday 17 February 2013 Lent 1 
 

08:00 am Holy Communion [BCP] Thorverton DD 

10:00 am Holy Communion [C] Cadbury DD 

10:00 am Service of The Word  Poltimore Lay-Led 

11:15 am Holy Communion [C] Rewe DC 

05:00 pm Holy Communion [C] Stoke Canon SS 

 

 

Sunday 24 February 2013 Lent 2 
 

 

09:00 am Holy Communion [C] Huxham DC 

10:00 am Service of The Word  Cadbury Lay-Led 

10:00 am Holy Communion [C] Newton St Cyres DD 

10:00 am Family Service ☺ Thorverton Lay-Led 

10:00 am Service of The Word  Upton Pyne Lay-Led 

11:15 am Service of The Word  Rewe Lay-Led 

06:30 pm Evening Prayer [BCP] Poltimore DD 

 

 

Sunday 3 March 2013 Lent 3 
 

 

08:00 am Holy Communion [BCP] Newton St Cyres DD 

10:00 am Holy Communion [C] Poltimore DD 

10:00 am Holy Communion [C] Stoke Canon JD 

10:00 am Holy Communion [C] Thorverton SS 

11:15 am Holy Communion [C] Rewe Alan Simmonds 

05:00 pm Service of The Word  Newton St Cyres JD 

06:30 pm Evening Prayer [BCP] Cadbury DD 
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Services in the Netherexe Parishes 
Your parish churches aim to provide a variety of service types to meet the needs of the whole community.  Most Sunday 

services except those early in the morning include hymns and music. Everyone is welcome at all services 

 

Service With A Smile  These Family Services are designed for all ages and with the needs  

Brampford Speke & Stoke Canon  of young children especially in mind.  They are informal and 

And Family Service Thorverton  contemporary in style often including a children’s activity beginning; 

& Newton St Cyres  without communion.  Services usually last about 35 minutes and are 

followed by refreshments. 

 

Holy Communion [C] Traditional service in contemporary language [one hour] 

Holy Communion [BCP] Traditional service in traditional language [one hour] 

Service of The Word [SW]  Morning or Evening Service [without communion] in 

  contemporary language, often Lay-Led 

Morning Prayer [BCP] Traditional Morning Service [Mattins] from the Book of 

  Common Prayer [about an hour] 

Evening Prayer or [BCP] Traditional Evening Service from the Book of Common 

Choral Evensong  Prayer [about an hour] 

 
Daily Morning & Evening Prayer in the Netherexe Parishes 

 
 

For daily services the format is generally Book of Common Prayer at Thorverton and Common Worship elsewhere, and the 

timing is about 20-30 minutes.  All are welcome. 
Morning Prayer is said on Mondays at 9.10pm in Stoke Canon church (during the school term, this takes the form of 

Collective Worship for Stoke Canon C. of E. School); on Tuesdays at 9.00am in Stoke Canon Chapel; In Thorverton at 7.30am 

on many weekdays and at 9.00am on Saturdays.  For a list of the days this month on which Morning Prayer will be said at 

Thorverton, please see the notice posted in the church porch at Thorverton and on the website [go to churches section then 

select Thorverton] 

Holy Communion [BCP] is celebrated on one Wednesday in each month at Thorverton at 9.30am; please see variations below 

for this month’s date 

Evening Prayer is said on Tuesdays at 6.00pm in Rewe church and on Thursdays at 5.00pm in Newton St Cyres church. 

 

Variations:   Wed 13 Feb  Holy Communion [BCP] at Thorverton 09:30 am 

Mon 18 Feb Morning Prayer at Stoke Canon Church [No school assembly] 

 

 

Who’s Who …..? Abbreviations Key 

 

DD The Revd  Preb Douglas Dettmer Rector   01392 860332 

SS The Revd  Preb Sue Sheppard  Associate Minister 01392 841284 

JD The Revd  Julia Dallen   Assistant Curate 01392 861145  

DC The Revd  Dave Carrington   Assistant Curate 01392 841275 

 

Family Services of the Word marked ☺ are led by Lay Teams.  For more information about the Netherexe Parishes please see 

www.netherexe.org or contact: 

 

Mrs Margaret Lowe [Administrator] 

Tel: 07594 714590 - Tuesday & Thursday [08:30 – 16:30] 

Email: margaret.admin@netherexe.org 

Correspondence:  The Netherexe Parishes, PO Box 734, Stoke Canon, Exeter, EX5 4WP. 

 

In Touch:  Each month we publish details of all church services, events and activities in our information leaflet called “In 

Touch”.  It is free and printed copies can be found in all of our churches but it is also available on-line from our website at 

www.netherexe.org  or if you would prefer to receive a copy by email, simply send your details to our Administrator  

Margaret Lowe at margaret.admin@netherexe.org  and you will be added to the monthly email distribution list. 

 

Would you like a lift to church?  May we offer you a lift to the parish church o r to a joint service elsewhere? 

For transport to Sunday services  from locations in Thorverton parish, please ring Steve Rendell on 01392 860780 

For transport to weekday Holy Communion at Thorverton please ring Margaret Turner-Warwick on 01392 

861173 

For transport from locations in Newton St Cyres parish please contact Mrs Charlotte Dyer on 01392 851618 

For transport from Rewe parish please contact Guy Sheppard on 01392 841284 

 

http://www.netherexe.org/
mailto:margaret.admin@netherexe.org
http://www.netherexe.org/
mailto:margaret.admin@netherexe.org
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Parish Letter 

ʻHe loves me, he loves me not...ʼ 
 

ʻAfter she woke up, a woman told her husband, “I 

just dreamed that you gave me a pearl necklace for 

Valentineʼs Day. What do you think it means?” 

“Youʼll know tonight,” he said. 

 

That evening, the man came home with a small 

package and gave it to his wife. Delighted, she 

opened it - to find a book entitled “The Meaning of 

Dreams”.ʼ 

 

Love can sometimes disappoint us! Those who are 

close to us can let us down, and our hopes for love 

may seem illusory. We may equally have let others 

down. In February, it is hard for Valentineʼs Day not 

to pass without some stirring of memories of 

Valentineʼs Days past - for better or for worse - or 

some instinctive reflection on romantic love (even if 

it is just a gripe at the modern-day commercialisation 

of Feb 14th!). 

 

Our experiences of life very often shape our view of 

God. So if we encounter claims that God loves us, 

then it can be hard not to respond to these in the same 

manner as promises of love by other people. More 

than that, we may have experiences which suggest to 

us that Godʼs love is even more illusory - that he 

does things that arenʼt compatible with love, that his 

love is somehow mixed with punishment (or even 

cruelty), or that his love seems distant and 

uninvolved. 

 

There is one remarkable place in the Bible where 

God says the magic words ʻI love youʼ.  His love for 

us is portrayed in the Bible in many ways, through 

words and story, but verbally nowhere more directly 

than through the prophet Isaiah (chapter 43 verse 4). 

 

Though the words in their contemporary setting were 

for a restricted Jewish audience, the Christian 

perspective is that these words are also spoken to us 

now, communally and individually. What is more, 

this love is not dependent on us ʻbeing goodʼ (or 

indeed being or doing anything) but is unconditional. 

So what of our struggles with our mixed experiences 

of Godʼs love? Jesus too had those struggles. His 

Father had spoken words of total love to him at his 

baptism - ʻyou are my Son, the belovedʼ. Yet when 

dying on the cross, Jesus exclaims ʻmy God, my God, 

why have you forsaken me?ʼ His own Father was 

letting him down - that promise of love seemed 

illusory after all. 

 

But that wasnʼt the end of the story. God speaks 

through Isaiah again ʻWhen you pass through the 

waters, I will be with you; and when you pass 

through the rivers, they will not sweep over you.ʼ 

When Jesus was most overwhelmed, his Fatherʼs 

love proved robust after all, as Jesus was swept up to 

new life in the resurrection. And so is Godʼs love for 

us - though feeling overwhelmed, we can find we 

have been held, carried, and ultimately given new 

life. 

 

We may at some point have asked ourselves of 

someone ʻdo they really love me?? can it be true?ʼ, 

and it subsequently unfolded that yes, they do - and 

our trust has grown.  

 

Life can be a process of successively asking that 

question of God and each time discovering that it is 

indeed true, at an ever deeper level. In this life, we 

will never fully fathom the depths of Godʼs love for 

us! 

 

(Opening story from A Barrel of Fun, J.John and 

Mark Stibbe, Monarch Books) 

 

David Carrington  

Curate Netherexe parishes 

 

Thinking about Confirmation? 

Confirmation by the Bishop is an opportunity for a 

young person or adult to reaffirm the commitment 

made when he or she was baptised.  In the Church of 

England it is the normal point of entry to Holy 

Communion. 

Young people have often considered confirmation 

sometime around the age of eleven, and many still 

choose to be confirmed while in Year 6 or 7 at school 

(in certain circumstances the Bishop may agree to 

confirm younger children). 

At the same time, in recent years a growing number 

of people making the decision to be confirmed have 

been adults, and the proportion of adult candidates 

for confirmation continues to grow.  Confirmation at 

any stage of adult life is now entirely usual in the 

Church of England—it is never too late. 

If you or a member of your family might be 

interested in confirmation, please telephone the 

Revd Douglas Dettmer on (01392) 860332 or the 

Revd Julia Dallen on (01392) 861145.  They would 

be very pleased to talk it over with you. 

Those thinking about the possibility of confirmation 

are invited to meet for about a series of informal 

sessions to explore what Christian faith means today 

and refresh our knowledge of the basics.  A group for 

young people started on Sunday afternoon, January  
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29th from 4-5pm at The Bridge in Stoke Canon 

church, with a view to confirmation by the Bishop of 

Crediton here in the Netherexe Parishes on Sunday 

morning, April 22nd. 

If you are an adult and thinking about confirmation 

for yourself, please speak with Douglas or Julia. 

Church Electoral Roll 

If your name has not been entered on the Church 

Electoral Roll and you would like to consider joining, 

please see information to be posted in the church 

porch during February.  Membership of the Roll is an 

important way in which baptized Christians can 

identify themselves with the life and work of the 

Church of England in their local community, and is 

also a requirement for full participation in the Annual 

Parochial Church Meeting and election to church 

councils. 

 

Lent 2013 

'RIVER OF BLESSING' 

7.30pm – 9.00pm at Stoke Canon Church/The Bridge 

with Rev’ds Michael & Sharon Simpson 

 

Lent is often a time to think about what we can give 

to God, but sometimes God wants us simply to pause 

so that he can give to us. We hear of his blessings, 

refreshment and renewal, but as an experienced Lay 

Minister said recently about Lent: 'We can only give 

what we receive!' So, this Lent, 'River of Blessing' is 

a relaxed opportunity (using story, scripture, 'pictures 

of faith', Christian meditation and prayer) to 'come 

apart and find some space' and explore ways God 

refreshes and renews us and our life as Christians. 

 

 February 20: Thirsty for God? 

 February 27: Channels of God's blessing 

 (March 6:      See separate note  Interval for 

JPCC Intercession!!) 

  March 13:    God's Growth and freshness 

  March 20:    An ever- rolling stream 

  March 27:    'Back to the Source' 

 

The evenings will be suitable for people at any stage 

of Christian faith. 

Although it is not a discussion or study group, there 

will be some openings to share thoughts together but 

anyone who prefers to 'join-in-without-saying-

anything' is equally welcome! 

The weeks will be connected', but each week can be a 

'one-off' without losing the 'flow'. 

No booking is needed. 

Further details from Michael and Sharon – 01392 

861757 

----------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------- 

 

Intercession for the Mission Community 

March 6
th
 at 7:30 pm at The Bridge Centre, Stoke 

Canon Church 

A Joint PCC meeting with a difference and OPEN to 

ANYONE who would like to share in an evening of 

prayer for the Mission Community and for 

opportunities for its future development. 
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Baptist Church 
A voice crying in the wilderness. 

 

It is customary at this time of year to reflect on the 

ministry of John the Baptist, the forerunner of Jesus. 

This is how St Luke introduces the subject: 

 

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar - 

when Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, Herod 

tetrarch of Galilee, his brother Philip tetrarch of 

Iturea and Trachonitis, and Lysias tetrarch of Abilene 

- during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiphas, 

the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in 

the desert. 

 

What you have just read is not only the longest 

sentence in the New Testament, it is the measure of 

Luke's concern to root his narrative in history. He 

sets the scene by informing his readers who is at the 

head of the Roman Empire. Tiberius presided over 

enormous domains stretching from Britannia to North 

Africa. In his vast city of Rome, abject poverty 

existed side by side with strident luxury. Corruption 

and cruelty, the dole, the horrors of the public games, 

the breakdown of family life, the increasing worship 

of the emperor and members of his family as deities, 

all these social issues were part and parcel of the 

world in which John and Jesus began their respective 

ministries. Luke the historian also gives us the more 

immediate background. Pontius Pilate is well known 

to bible readers. The Jewish historian Josephus is our 

source for the information that the Roman governor 

was corrupt, violent and antagonistic towards the 

very people he was supposed to pacify. Two of the 

sons of Herod the Great- the Herod of Matthew's 

birth narrative, the slaughterer of the innocents - 

exercised regional political responsibilities. One of 

them, Herod Antipas, was if possible even worse than 

his father for he had all the latter's vices with none of 

his saving graces such as energy and tenacity. Then 

Luke names the High Priests of the Jews at the time. 

Truly, this gospel narrative did not take place in a 

historical or political vacuum. 

 

Today, Luke would have written something like: It 

was when Barak Obama was beginning his second 

presidency, half way through the coalition 

government in the United Kingdom, the year 

following Queen Elizabeth II's Diamond Jubilee and 

the London Olympic Games... How much simpler to 

write: February 2013! 

 

Now the evangelist turns to the message of the 

Baptist. He preaches a baptism of repentance, that is 

a change of mind, a regret for past failures and a 

public commitment to a new life. He announces the 

Kingdom of God, that is to say the rule of God in the 

lives of men and women. If there is a kingdom there 

must be a king and that role will be filled by Jesus, as 

he confirmed before Pilate. How John's hearers must 

have been puzzled at first by his demand that they be 

baptised! In their eyes, baptism was for those 

requiring cleansing after ritual defilement or for 

proselytes to the Jewish faith, along with 

circumcision and sacrifice. But as understanding 

dawned, many did accept to have John perform this 

rite upon them as a prelude to a new life of devotion. 

 

John was strange and striking in his appearance and 

way of life. In contrast to the Jewish religious leaders 

who wore multi-coloured, elaborate garments with an 

ornate girdle, the Baptist was clothed in a camel-skin 

robe and a leather belt. In distinction to the banquets 

of the great and good of his age, John's diet was 

locusts and honey. The way he greeted some of those 

who flocked to hear him was equally strange and 

striking. "Brood of vipers!" is not diplomatic 

language but rather the expression of the 

exasperation that John felt in the presence of those 

whose motives were not pure but who were in fact 

just going along with the crowd. John remains 

unimpressed by the religious antecedents of his 

listeners. What counts is the present moment and the 

present commitment. 

 

It is hardly surprising that faced with such a 

prophetic figure some of the crowd ask him 

questions. He gives short, simple answers - "Practise 

charitable giving; be honest in business; don't take 

advantage of your positions of authority; don't be 

greedy." So compelling are these replies that some of 

the crowd begin to wonder if this original personality 

might in fact be the long-awaited Messiah. John 

brushes aside these pretensions and points to the One 

who will soon come to fulfil the long-awaited 

prophecies - "One more powerful than I will come, 

the thongs of whose sandals I am not worthy to 

untie." 

 

What a memorable day that was when finally the Son 

of God himself took his place amid the baptismal 

candidates. John reluctantly accepts to baptise him 

and as the Son steps from the water the blessing and 

approbation of the Father and Holy Spirit make 

themselves known in the form of a dove and a voice 

from heaven. The main thrust of John's ministry is 

concluded. 

 

Our day and age is so different from that of John and 

yet fundamental needs are the same - the need for 

hope, for a new life, a new beginning. May we all 

recognise once again the significance of our baptism 

and Christian commitment at the beginning of this 

New Year. 

Maurice Harrison 
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Thorverton Co-operative Trust 
Ltd 
Supporting Thorverton Post Office 

 

It is so encouraging frequently to find the portakabin 

full of customers for both the post office and the TCT 

shop. I don’t know how we manage to accommodate 

so many parcels for posting or manage to find space 

for newspapers and other goods for our customers, 

but mostly we do! Many people regularly use the 

post office as a bank as well as for its other services. 

There are plenty of leaflets about what can be done at 

and via the post office on our shelves, so please make 

use of them. Our very helpful, friendly staff will also 

be happy to try to answer your questions.   01392 

860455. 

 

Back in December the post office here underwent an 

audit – no advance warning for this one - and 

although it held up business for a while which was 

frustrating for some, it was of course an important 

and necessary part of monitoring services etc. 

Money, stamps and many other things were counted, 

forms and figures checked, after which we were 

declared a ‘perfect post office’. Congratulations to 

our PO team (and also thank you to those of you who 

were patient that day). 

 

The TCT Council is delighted that Jan Hamilton has 

so capably and conscientiously taken the ‘business 

manager reins’ from Jill Blewett. (We knew you 

were good with reins Jan!!) There are a few words 

from Jan below.  

 

Thank you to many customers and TCT members 

who signed a ‘Thank You’ card for Jill and gave 

generously towards her book token. And once again 

Jill, thank you for everything YOU have given to the 

business and thereby, the village. We will remember 

you. 

 

In case you aren’t aware, our post office noticeboard 

is a good place to advertise and learn of events, 

professional services, items for sale, services from 

the local council, police and much, much more. Rates 

are very reasonable and viewing is free! 

 

Heather Kershaw 

TCT Ltd  Chair and Company Secretary 

 

Newspapers Magazines and 
Laundry 
So far so good, I think - and hope! - mostly because 

of all the help I have been given by the newspaper 

team, all customers and Jill’s handover and 

instruction. Please forgive me, however, when I don’t 

remember all names and details – that will take some 

time! 

 
Regarding laundry, it is essential that the book is 

filled in when laundry is left, with name and ‘phone 
number as this is the only way we have a chance of 

recovering any lost laundry. 

 

Finally, Jill’s system is tried and trusted over many 

years, but if you have any ideas or suggestions that 

you think could make it any better, please let me 

know. 

Jan Hamilton 07764 461575 

TCT Ltd Business Manager

 
Jill Blewett receiving her Thank You card and book token from TCT and its members and customers. 
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Arts Exchange 
Our meetings start at 8.00 pm and give everyone a 

chance to share their love of the arts, e.g. music, 

poetry, art or literature. Each person brings a 

contribution on the chosen theme, introduces it to the 

group and explains why they have chosen this 

contribution, e.g. it may have personal significance or 

a memory connected with it. 

 

Thanks to everyone for their ideas and offers of 

venues. Please see the programme for the next seven 

months in the Notices section of this Focus.  It will 

be good to see you at future meetings. 

 

Louise Page 

 

 

I Don’t Believe It 
 

The Transport Minister’s realisation that motorists 

are overloaded with unnecessary, poorly positioned 

and sometimes simply wrong road signs is welcome 

and an indication that someone is listening. 

 

A sign that particularly bugged me approaching 

Middlemoor from the Sidmouth Road, told motorists 

Ahead Only with access to Police Headquarters 

shown via the roundabout. Fine, except that having 

followed the directions to the entrance motorists were 

greeted by a barrier with a sign advising Entrance 

Closed. When eventually contacted County 

Highways were quick to remove the offending sign, 

but, I do wonder if those responsible for signing ever 

use our roads! 

 

Now, I guess, having wasted millions of pounds 

erecting a forest of unnecessary posts and signs 

Councils will be spending additional millions taking 

them down. 

 

 
 
For decades car manufacturers have been striving to 

make cars quieter, both for passengers and to reduce 

noise pollution in our towns and countryside. 

However, the advent of very quiet electric and hybrid 

vehicles and the apparent increased danger of contact 

with pedestrians and cyclists are causing a rethink. 

The U.S. and E.U. are working on regulations to 

make these quiet cars noisier. 

 

Cow bells seem to work well in cities lucky enough 

to have trams, but the young at heart amongst us will 

find the Aston Martin Vanquish sound app. hard to 

resist. Buses with engines secreted at the rear are 
surely a greater danger, particularly in shared 

pedestrian areas. 

 

With Banks continuing to make the headlines for all 

the wrong reasons it is refreshing to see a Bristol 

based arm of a sustainable banking group being 

really transparent. You just click on a Google map to 

see the location and names of customers it has lent 

money to. 

 

Commentator 

 

 

Golf Society 
 

Golfer’s Society Of Thorverton 

 

Sunday 6
th

 January, 2012 

 

A convenient nine players formed three man teams, 

three of them for those reading this in the early hours, 

and competed on the basis of the best two scores on 

each hole to count. Joint winners were the Phil 

Beasley/Scott Hasler/John Mann team, the Jim 

Chappelle/Paul Richards/Phil Oram team and the 

Dave Harlow/Chris Harlow/Geoff Bulley team. If 

you’ve not worked it out yet, each team scored the 

same as the other two teams – 33pts. 

 

There were two individual scores that stood out from 

the rest as Scott Hasler and Chris Harlow each scored 

17pts, remarkable given the underfoot conditions. As 

nothing of note stood out by way of a Donna-Y 

moment, not even from Phil Beasley, it was agreed 

that every single player could have said “donna y I 

couldn’t manage just one more point to win it for my 

team”. 

 

Upon returning to The Exeter the joint winners of the 

Championship, in which the best five scores per 

player are averaged, were announced. At the top of 

the competitive pile were Paul Richards and Andy 

French with an average of 19.6pts, very respectable 

in view of the difficult conditions that prevailed for 

much of 2012. As well as the trophy a bottle of port 

was donated by John Mann and it will be the first to 

be opened after the AGM on 27
th
 January. 
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Sunday 13
th

 January, 2012 

 

Once more the course at Newton resembled a paddy 

field across which Thorverton’s intrepid golfers made 

their way, intrepid being a kinder word than might 

have been used. Ten hardy souls turned out in good 

spirits, much needed before the end of the 

competition. 

 

The winner was Geoff Bulley with 17pts and a one 

shot cut to brighten his day. He was closely followed 

by Jim Chappelle with 16pts and Chris Harlow on 

15pts. Chris it was who “enjoyed” the day’s shortest 

drive, a shot which propelled the ball at least the 

length of a club. However, Chris sent his next shot 

well past the tee shots of his playing partners and still 

scored well on the hole. 

 

The Donna-Y moment came after the very first shot 

of the day, struck by Andy French. It sailed further to 

the right than intended whereupon Rhys Roberts 

offered a piece of earnest advice. “Just move your 

left foot forward slightly Andy” he said. “It’ll help to 

keep you straight”. The trap was set and was sprung 

immediately as Rhys played his own tee shot. Away 

it went, even further right than the previous shot. 

There is no need to describe the look of horror on 

Rhys’ face, not so much because of the shot, more 

because he knew what was about to come his way. 

Golf can be cruel at times. 

 

A reminder to all those who participate. This Good 

Friday, 29
th
 March, will be the eight birthday of the 

golf society. All are welcome but please remember to 

bring something suitable as a prize. Don’t forget, 

there are two Sunday morning events each month. If 

you can swing a club and hit a ball with it, why not 

join in the fun. All are welcome. Details at The 

Exeter. 

 

 
 

Andy French and Paul Richards with their trophy 

 

G.S. Potter 

Big Changes at Crediton 
Bookshop 
 

Ambitious plans to bring The Bookshop in Crediton 

High Street into community ownership are making 

good progress. A share offer launched at an event 

attended by 150 people in mid-November raised 

£18,000 towards the £44,000 needed to acquire the 

bookshop by mid-January, and over 60 people have 

come forward to volunteer their help. 

 

The new Community Bookshop plans to expand 

current activities with the help of its volunteers, so 

that it becomes a hub for all kinds of reading, 

literature and literacy activity including events, 

reading groups and writing groups. Visits by authors 

and storytelling have been very popular requests in a 

questionnaire which has been widely circulated. The 

evidence is that social enterprises have a much better 

survival rate than ordinary businesses, and the 

committee believes that a local bookshop that 

provides all the services that can't be bought on 

Amazon really can succeed. 

 

The committee is very keen to hear more ideas for 

how the bookshop can expand its activities for all age 

groups - children's books will be a speciality - and 

plans to make grant applications to support these. 

 

But first it aims to raise the money it needs by the 

end of February. Shares cost £20 each. The share 

offer document (an essential read!) and all necessary 

documents can be downloaded from the website: 

www.creditoncommunitybookshop.co.uk. For more 

information, to give your views and to offer your 

help 

email info@creditoncommunitybookshop.co.uk, or 

visit The Bookshop at 100 High Street. 

 

While a good start has been made, there is a long way 

to go, and everyone interested in keeping a bookshop 

in Crediton is urged to support the share issue. 

 

John Skrine (johnskrine@gmail.com) 

01363 774412 

 

 

Legal Eagle 
 

This month we turn our attention to those offences 

involving the destruction or damaging of property. 

The basic offence of criminal damage is provided by 

s1(1) Criminal Damage Act 1971 (CDA 1971). An 

aggravated form of the offence is provided by S1(2), 

and by s1(3) destruction or damage caused by fire is 

charged as arson. 

http://www.creditoncommunitybookshop.co.uk/
mailto:info@creditoncommunitybookshop.co.uk
mailto:johnskrine@gmail.com
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As indicated above, the basic offence is defined in 

s1(1) CDA 1971: 

 

‘A person who without lawful excuse destroys or 

damages any property belonging to another 

intending to destroy or damage any such property or 

being reckless as to whether any such property would 

be destroyed or damaged shall be guilty of an 

offence‘. 

 

Two recent cases, one involving destruction, the 

other damage help to illustrate the distinction. 

 

The first was reported in the Express & Echo under 

the headline, ‘Jealous boyfriend set fire to knickers‘. 

Lee Ingledrew from Cullompton suspected his 

girfriend of cheating on him. He broke into their 

home, took her underwear into the back garden and 

burned it on the barbecue. He told his girlfriend, ‘I 

have burned all your knickers‘. Ingledrew admitted 

two counts of criminal damage. The court gave him a 

conditional discharge, ordered him carry out 40 hours 

of unpaid community work and to pay his girlfriend 

£65 to replace her burned knickers. 

 

The second case received rather more in the way of 

national recognition. Wlodzimierz Umaniec was 

jailed for two years for defacing a Mark Rothko 

painting worth at least £5 million. Umaniec used a 

black marker pen to write his name and the words ‘A 

potential piece of yellowism‘ on Rothko’s 1958 

work, Black on Maroon. Experts estimate that the 

damage has reduced the value of the painting by at 

least £1 million and that repairs would cost £200,000. 

By way of explanation Umaniec claimed that he was 

founding a new artistic movement called 

‘Yellowism‘ and insisting that with his signature on it 

the work would be much more valuable. 

 

The actus reus elements of the offence are that the 

accused, without lawful excuse, destroys or damages 

property belonging to another. 

 

‘Property‘ has a very similar meaning to that found in 

s4 Theft Act 1968, the distinction being that whilst 

land cannot, as a general rule, be stolen, it can be 

criminally damaged. 

 

It will be recalled that wild creatures that have been 

tamed or are ordinarily kept in captivity, and 

creatures (or their carcasses) where they have been 

reduced into possession, can be stolen. Equally they 

may be the subject of a charge of criminal damage. 

The question of whether such creatures have been 

‘reduced into possession‘ arose in a rather novel way 

in Cresswell –v- DPP; Curry –v-DPP [2006]. The 

Divisional Court held that wild badgers in the 

vicinity of traps put down by a Government 

Department were not property belonging to another 

for criminal damage purposes as had been argued by 

the accused. The view was taken that the badgers had 

not been ‘reduced into possession‘ until they entered 

a trap. Prior to the badgers entering a trap the 

Government Department had no control over them. 

The issue arose because the accused had pleaded the 

defence available under s5(2)(b) CDA 1971; in this 

instance, that they had damaged the traps in order to 

protect property, namely the badgers. The defence 

failed. 

 

Whether property ‘belongs to another‘ is to be 

determined in accordance with the provisions of 

s10(2) and (3). ‘Property‘ ‘belongs‘ to the person(s) 

having custody or control of it or having  any 

proprietary right or interest in it, or having a charge 

on it. 

 

Trust property belongs to anyone who has a right to 

enforce the trust. 

 

As a general rule no offence is committed where 

someone destroys their own property. The exceptions 

to this general rule are where the property in question 

is jointly owned or some other statutory provision 

imposes liability. 

 

The conduct of the accused which results in the 

damage or destruction does not have to be a positive 

act. In Miller [1983], the accused, a squatter, lit a 

cigarette, lay down on a mattress, and fell asleep. The 

cigarette fell onto the mattress. He woke up and saw 

it smouldering. He went into another room and fell 

asleep again. The house caught fire. He was charged 

with arson. The accused pleaded by way of defence 

that an omission, failing to put out the smouldering 

mattress, was not sufficient to constitute the actus 

reus of criminal damage. The House of Lords 

disagreed and upheld the conviction. 

 

Next month we shall look at the mens rea elements of 

the offence and lawful excuse. 

 

Clive Hamblin. 

 
 

Mobile Library 
 

Devon’s Mobile Library Service has a fleet of 8 

mobile libraries visits over 500 locations in 

communities across Devon giving access to books, 

audio books, Large Print and DVDs to people who 

cannot easily reach one of our 50 static libraries. 
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Membership is FREE, no ID needed. Join at any age. 

There is no charge for borrowing books, and there’s a 

great choice.  You may hire a DVD from as little as 

£1 for a fortnight.  Non-fiction books, Large Print, 

and children’s books can be reserved FREE. 

 

You can even reserve books online, and collect them 

from the mobile library.  Children have extra fun 

joining the Book Track and Summer Reading 

Challenge. 

 

There is something to offer everyone on board so 

why not hop on and take a look? 

 

Devon Libraries also runs a Home Library Service in 

partnership with the WRVS:  Love reading but you 

can’t get to your library?  The Home Library Service 

can bring books and CDs to your door for FREE. 

If you’re not able to come to the library, or not able 

to carry your items, the Home Library Service can 

deliver books to you!  The service provides: 

Free delivery and collection at flexible times 

A wide choice of titles, large print books, audio 

books and CDs, free reservations, no fines: items are 

delivered by trained and security-checked volunteers 

from WRVS who will treat your confidentiality as a 

priority. 

 

For more information phone 0845 155 1001 0845 

155 1001 or email devlibs@devon.gov.uk 

 

Would you like to make a difference to people’s 

lives?  We’re looking for people to spend a few hours 

each month selecting and delivering books and CDs 

to people who have difficulty getting out and about. 

We will pay your mileage and you could make a real 

difference.  For more information phone 0845 155 

1001 0845 155 1001 or email 

devlibs@devon.gov.uk. 

 

The mobile Library will be in the Quarry Car Park on 

alternate Thursdays in 2013, between 16:05 and 

16:50.  The dates for February are 14
th
 and 28

th
. 

 

 

 

Exe Valley Film Society  

 

We print here the programme for the next six months.  

All films are shown in Brampford Speke Village 

Hall, doors open 7.30 for an 8pm start.  The July film 

is an outdoor screening with supper at Station House. 

Entry to all films £1 for members, £5 for guests;  the 

outdoor screening is £10 for everyone and includes 

supper. 

 

 

DATE FILM 

28
th
 February The Help (PG) (2011) 

28
th
 March Moonrise Kingdom (PG) (2012) 

25
th
 April Il Postino (PG) (1994) 

30
th
 May Hairspray (PG) (2007) 

27
th
 June Sightseers (PG) (2012) 

25
th
 July The Rocky Horror Picture Show 

(PG) (1975) 

 

 

Recipe 
 

Sustainable Crediton is an initiative which now 

covers a whole range of subjects.  I recommend a 

look at their website:  

www.sustainablecrediton.org.uk.   

 

The following recipe was provided to me by the 

Sustainable Crediton Food Group. 

 

Pea and Ham Soup 

 

Ingredients: 

2 packets dried Marrowfat Peas 

1.5 Litres water 

2 Vegetable Stock Cubes 

1 carrot 

1 onion 

1 Tablespoon oil 

2 slices good quality ham (optional) 

100ml Single Cream 

 

Method:  

Soak the peas overnight in water, alternatively 'quick 

soak' dried peas take just 2 hours, or split peas 

(250gm) are equally good but also need soaking. 

Rinse thoroughly after soaking. 

 

Chop onion and fry in a large saucepan with oil, add 

thinly sliced carrot, fry until softened. 

 

Dissolve stock cubes in 1.5 L hot water, add peas and 

stock to carrots and onions. Bring to the boil and then 

simmer gently for 30-40 minutes. If the soup is too 

thick, more stock may be added to thin it. 

 

Blend or liquidize soup to a smooth consistency. 

Chopped ham can be added at this time. Serve with a 

swirl of cream and some crusty bread.  

 

Serves 4.  

 

Delicious, healthy and low-cost! 

 

Linda Lever 

Sustainable Crediton Food Group 

 

mailto:devlibs@devon.gov.uk
mailto:devlibs@devon.gov.uk
http://www.sustainablecrediton.org.uk/
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Nature Notes 
 
The Elm 
When I was a young girl, mature elm trees grew 

either side of a section of lane I regularly walked. 

Beneath the trees, on the hedgebank grew primroses. 

In early spring, every time I passed by I would look 

for the first primrose flower to show its pretty face. It 

would never have occurred to me the towering elms 

would not be there in the not too distant future. These 

elms were common elm (Ulmus procera), and when 

mature this species can attain a height of 120 feet. 

 

The death of our native elms is caused by a fungus 

called Ophiostoma novo-ulmi commonly known as 

Dutch elm disease. In this part of the country most of 

our mature elms were wiped out in the 1970s and 

early 1980s. 

 

On our garden hedge, elm still grows and constantly 

throws up suckers from the roots, the suckers 

popping up into the garden where they are not 

wanted, they even appear inside the greenhouse. Elm 

suckers that come up in fields are relished by cows 

and sheep or are destroyed by ploughing. 

 

New elm growth is colonised by bark beetles when 

growth is large enough to support beetle breeding. It 

is bark beetle that carries the fungus which destroys 

the layer of wood supporting the circulation of sap. 

We first notice the death of these very young trees 

when their leaves turn yellow and then brown from 

as early as June. 

 

As well as beetles, elm is a food plant for a great 

many other insects including butterflies and moths. 

The larvae of the majority of moths and butterflies 

will eat a variety of plants but some depend on very 

specific species for example, Comma and White-

letter hairstreak butterflies. The larvae of the Comma 

butterfly will feed on elm, hop, currant, and sallow 

but its favoured foodplant is nettle. White-letter 

Hairstreak larvae only feed on elm, preferring Wych 

elm (Ulmus glabra) but also utilizing common elm 

and small-leaved elm (Ulmus carpinifolia). Dutch 

elm disease killed millions of all three elm species 

but the wych elm faired better than the other two. 

 

The White-letter Hairstreak has declined by 99% 

over 25 years. In order to increase the population of 

White-letter Hairstreak and return elms to the 

countryside, disease resistant strains of elm have 

been planted in some locations. There are also small 

pockets around the country where Dutch elm disease 

has not affected elm trees; I believe one such place 

may be the Isles of Scilly. 

 

Research began in 1992 to produce disease resistant 

native elms and research is also being done on 

O.novo-ulmi fungus. One way to help prevent the 

spread of Dutch elm disease is to keep hedgerows 

trimmed. This action will prevent bark beetles 

burrowing into elm. 

 

Local News 

Last month I mentioned the blackcap survey taking 

place in January and this prompted me to keep an eye 

out on the feeders for this bird. What I didn’t expect 

was to see a male blackcap nectaring on our eight 

foot high Mahonia charity bush and lording over it. 

The bush was smothered in its scented yellow 

flowers and blue tits were also hanging upside down 

to get at the flowers, until the blackcap zoomed in 

and chased the tits around and out of the bush at 

every opportunity. 

 

The first two TARTS (Thorverton walking group) 

Exe Valley Way walks have been completed 

covering from Starcross to Thorverton. The very first 

wildlife sighting was observed from the top of the 

double decker bus (on the way to Starcross) at 

Countess Wear, when a very brave stoat scampered 

across the road. As well as fallow deer at 

Powderham, we saw herons at their heronry. Further 

along we came across a male and female stonechat 

and in the estuary male and female merganser. At 

Turf Lock a single kingfisher and a flock of 14 

curlews were seen. Around the old sludge beds area 

we saw little egrets and teal. Between Brampford 

Speke and Thorverton we saw a grey wagtail, 

buzzard, heron, moorhen and other waders plus a 

very small warbler in Silver Street. 

 

I noticed a little egret wading in the village stream 

beneath the little cobbled bridge on 20
th
 January. 

 
Jenny Garne 

 

 

TARTS 

 

 

 

 

Thorverton Amblers Ramblers  and 

Trampers 

 
Well here we are in 2013, and the TARTS’ 10

th
 

birthday! We started off the year with the first leg of 

the Exe Valley Way. Fourteen of us in total, and 

Scrumpy the dog, made our way to Starcross by a 

variety of means; some by train and some by bus. 

Our route took us alongside the railway line past the 
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back of Powderham church and then alongside the 

estuary. It was a dry, mild day and although flat the 

walk was quite long, so the well earned lunch stop at 

the Double Locks was very welcome. After lunch we 

continued beside the canal, to reach the canal basin 

and Exeter Quay, and onward to Exeter St David’s – 

the first section of the Exe Valley Way under our 

belts. 

 

Saturday Jan 19 saw 10 TARTs and Scrumpy the dog 

complete the second stage. This was the 10 mile 

stretch from Exeter St David’s to Thorverton. Despite 

the cold day and the snow during the previous week a 

crowd of us gathered at Broadlands to catch the 9.00 

bus to Exeter. We had some road walking to 

complete before reaching the path by the Pynes 

Water Works, We then followed the path adjacent to 

the railway line towards Woodrow Barton before 

turning towards Brampford Speke. After all the 

recent rain and snow the paths were quite muddy but 

we were all suitably dressed to enjoy the day.  

 

From Brampford Speke we the followed the river 

towards Nether Exe. It was amazing to see all the 

debris of broken branches from trees which had been 

washed into the fields during the recent flooding, 

such is the power of running water. From Nether Exe 

the Exe Valley Way continues along the riverside to 

Thorverton Bridge and then into Thorverton itself. 

The stretch we had completed is supposed to be 10 

miles, but being used to hillier terrains the general 

verdict was that it was a short 10 miles! It was great 

to have 12 year old Maddy with us and it would be 

lovely it more youngsters would join us to enjoy the 

lovely countryside in which we are fortunate to live. 

 

 

Future walks and events 

 

Saturday 2
nd

 February – Thorverton to Bickleigh led 

by me, 4 miles. 

 

Saturday 16
th
 February – Bickleigh to Tiverton led by 

Jean, 4 miles. 

 

All walks meet opposite the church at 09.30, and are 

suitable for dogs unless otherwise stated. Shorter 

walks are usually 4 – 6 miles in length and longer 

walks 6 – 9 miles, however precise details of each 

walk (length, gradient, lunch information etc) will be 

displayed approximately a week before the walk in 

the Old Post Office Window and on the village notice 

board. If you would like to be included on the email 

list contact Caroline (861002) or Graeme (860203). 

 

Caroline Prince 

Gardening Competition 
 

In last month’s Focus Lorraine Colebrook set us a 

challenge with a gardening competition.  I have set 

out below the answers, as verified by Lorraine: 

Trees 

1. A fruity crustacean Crab Apple 

2. A very high fiery deposit Ash 

3. A prickly ½ salute from a donkey Hawthorn 

4. A sticky nutty game of chess Chestnut 

5. A curved pointy light Hornbeam 

 

Wild flowers 

1. Correctly rising  Primrose 

2. Spread onto a drinking vessel Buttercup 

3. Handy for lifting a boy’s name   Cranesbill 

4. A crafty hand warmer Foxglove 

5. Very important people Lords and Ladies 

 

Garden Plants (these are anagrams) 

1. Handy gear Hydrangea 

2. Ruin game Geranium 

3. Ants rhyme much Chrysanthemum 

4. Rain on cat Carnation 

5. Nippy pale root (2 words)  Oriental Poppy 

 

Weeds (more anagrams) 

1. No red slug Groundsel 

2. Letting in gents  Stinging nettle 

3. An old lied Dandelion  (Readers may 

notice that this cannot actually be formed 

from the letters I gave, but I mistakenly gave 

a second “l” when I should have given a 

second “n”.  Humble apologies – Ed)   

4. Dew in bed Bindweed 

5. The list  Thistle 

 

Bonus point  

Her blest fat home Star of Bethlehem 

(an appropriately named plant for the Christmas 

season) 

 

The winner was Russell Powell, who got all correct.  

His prize is a guided tour (Lorraine Colebrook will 

be the guide) for two people of the walled garden at 

Knightshayes, followed by tea and a cake in the cafe. 

Congratulations too, to Sue Renison and Sheila 

Griffin. 

 

The Garden in February 
 

What a fickle month February can be!   Looking back 

on last year we were enjoying a particularly mild 

period with the prospect of some useful gardening 

before us.  This year it is still very much an arctic 

blast leading up to February and more harm than 
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good will come from pottering in the garden just at 

the moment.  Do I hear a sigh of relief Neville? That 

will never do (You did - Ed).  Now is the best time to 

tackle a tidy up in your shed or green house and 

check all your tools and machines, it won`t be long 

before they will get some exercise!     

 

If you are storing any Dahlias make sure you check 

them over for mould.  This can be a nuisance at best 

but a serious problem if it goes undetected.  Last year 

I stored most of the Knightshayes Dahlias in trays 

under the main benches in the large heated glass 

house.  Three times they needed to be completely 

cleaned off. A white fluffy mould would quickly 

cover them.  When there are over fifty to clean, it is 

quite a task.  This year I have tried storing them 

differently.  They are still in the same glass house but 

are on a raised bed supported on canes which are 

resting on a series of bricks.  This allows a complete 

air flow around them and thankfully has eradicated  

the problem.  Fortunately Dahlias are not appreciated 

by mice and can be stored in an open area, however 

they must be kept frost free or they will deteriorate.   

 

At the end of this month the Dahlias will be 

transported down to the polytunnels in crates with 

just enough compost around them to cover most of 

the tuber, leaving the top of the tuber poking out of 

the compost.  They will then be watered on a regular 

basis so that they are damp but not sodden.  Fairly 

soon after this, the new summer shoots will begin to 

appear.  If it gets cold at night they are covered over 

with fleece.  This is removed during the day if it gets 

warm and sunny.  Dahlias are not planted out until 

there is no danger of damage by a late frost,  so 

usually not until the start of June.  Don`t worry if 

they seem to be getting quite big ,  some of ours were 

moved nearly full size and transplanted straight out 

of the crate and into the soil very happily and 

produced instant colour and structure.  If big,  we 

always stake and tie around for support.  Dahlias are 

a good friend in the summer garden and ours 

continued to flower until we took the out in 

November.  So, good value for the time you spend 

looking after them.  I know Dahlias are a summer 

flower but sometimes in the depth of winter`s gloom 

you need a touch of brightness to keep your spirits 

up.   

 

Moving onto garden tasks, one of the jobs you can do 

in your garden is to prepare wigwams for the sweet 

peas because the sweet peas can go out if there is 

some milder weather towards the end of the month.  I 

would certainly hope to have mine planted before we 

get into March.  The sweet peas were planted as seed 

in November (Oops – I have only just planted mine 

indoors – Ed) and have been kept in unheated 

polytunnels during the winter.  This last couple of 

weeks, they have been covered with fleece but this 

will be removed as soon as the temperature rises.  

They are ready for their first trim which will help 

them to thicken up.  Cutting back to 3 nodes will 

encourage them to grow side shoots from these 

nodes.  They will be much stronger plants and not so 

spindly and difficult to manage when transplanting.  

So it is important to prepare your ground and 

wigwam for your sweet peas before you plant so that 

when they go into the ground they will not be 

disturbed again.  Dig around your area well.  The 

roots will want to grow deep into the ground.  Also, 

add copious amounts of well rotted mulch, i.e. garden 

compost or manure; each wigwam has a wheelbarrow 

full of manure.  Make sure your wigwam has plenty 

of support at a low level on which the young shoots 

are able to cling and begin to grow up in the right 

direction.  Another tip is to plant them deep into the 

compost so that only a couple of leaves are showing.  

All the growth below will send out shoots which will 

help to stabalize your plant and help to feed it when it 

takes off on its amazing growing spurt.  Last but not 

least SLUG PELLETS or else all your hard work will 

disappear!!!!!!  Size of the wigwam is dependent on 

your space but make sure it is tall enough as healthy 

sweet peas will reach 8 ft. 

 

My potatoes have arrived and this week are laid out 

in trays to start chitting.  There is still no definitive 

answer as to whether to chit or not to chit and my 

decision was purely taken because they have arrived 

and I have time and space and I`ve always been 

pleased with the results.  I am sure they will grow 

and be happy if they are not chitted.  I aim to put 

potatoes in as soon as possible in March.  Keeping a 

weather eye on temperature.  If you want to chit your 

potaoes make sure you have a mouse and frost free 

environment and not too warm or they will be 

chitting too fast!  Some light but not too much is 

ideal. 

 

In January we sowed lettuce, cauliflower, cabbage 

and leek.  None of these need a heated bench to get 

started but are all in the heated greenhouse.  They 

start life covered by sheets of glass and when they 

have started to germinate, the glass is removed and 

the seed tray raised on big plastic flower pots to 

continue growing on ready for pricking out.  The 

glass serves three purposes: 1 - It adds a bit of extra 

heat.  2 - It helps prevent drying out, although you 

must always check.  Seeds need to be well watered 

when they are first sown and thereafter be kept 

slightly damp but not sodden.  3 - Protection from 

inquisitive mice, who will dig around looking for the 

seed.  Also, take into account that there might be 

hungry slugs that can get into the trays under the 

glass. So a few slug pellets would be a very good 

idea.  The reason for the flower pots is purely to raise 
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the trays up out of reach of the mice.  At this point 

keep moist but not too wet.  Seedlings will `dampen 

off` if they get too wet and cool.  If they are very 

squashed at this stage they can suffer from lack of 

airflow so again another reason to be careful with the 

watering as mould likes wet and warm. 

 

When the seedlings are big enough to handle, usually 

at 2.5 cms, prick them out into individual pots.  Now, 

this depends what you have sown. For example, leeks 

are sown in a bucket with compost half way up so 

they will stay in the bucket and be transplanted 

straight into their growing position.  The lettuce on 

the other hand will be pricked out into 7cms pots.  

The cabbage  and cauliflower, started in buckets to 

let their roots have plenty of room, will be pricked 

out into 9 cms pots to develop a strong root system 

before being planted out into the garden.  They will 

all go into a non-heated polytunnel to adjust and 

harden off before planting.  They will continue to 

need mouse and slug protection.  The broad beans 

which were sown individually in 9cms pots in 

January are all about 5 cms now and have been  in 

polytunnel cold frames while it’s been so cold but 

will go out into coldframes outside to harden off 

before planting this month.  If your plot is mouse free 

the seeds can go straight into the ground .  Prepare 

your ground well as their roots will want to go quite 

deep. They like rich soil and will do well with plenty 

of well rotted compost dug into the soil. 

 

Continue to tidy up the garden, weather and soil 

permitting.  Do not walk on the soil when it is too 

wet as you damage the structure of the soil, 

compacting the particles and preventing air from 

moving around.  So be patient.  Towards the end of 

the month, again depending on ground conditions, 

plants should be moved to their final position for the 

growing season.  Roses can be planted.  I will talk 

about rose pruning in the next edition.  If you have 

any fruit pruning to finish, remember, not plums, 

peaches,  damsons, gages, or apricots, get it done as 

soon as possible.  I`d made a start but had to 

postpone pruning due to weather conditions.  Do not 

prune in very wet or cold weather. So I shall be 

spending the next few  weeks catching up.  Hey ho, 

that`s gardening for you. 

 

 Lastly,  well done all of you who spotted the `not` 

deliberate mistake in the quiz.  Many apologies for 

leaving the last letter off dandelion.  It is absolutely 

essential not to drink too much mulled wine whilst 

making up a quiz. My proof reader missed it as 

well!!!!!!!!   Anyway I hope you enjoyed it. 

 

Lots to do in the garden, Neville, so happy gardening.  

It`s great to get outside again.                                         

Lorraine Colebrook   

Poetry 
 

2013 

 

In January’s Focus I missed a line from Doreen’s 

poem, so I reproduce it – correctly this time I hope – 

below, followed by her February poem – Ed. 

 

New hours and days, to mend wrongful ways, 

New resolutions, new found solutions; 

New strengths that amaze. 

 

New thoughts and new care, new burdens to bear, 

New loss and new birth, new regard for the earth; 

For the lonely – be there. 

 

New chance to be kind, new friends to find, 

New plans to make, old problems forsake; 

New hope for mankind. 

 

Then let us pray, as dawns each new day, 

To know joy in living, in sharing and giving; 

Life’s fulfilling way. 

 

Doreen Beer 

 

 

Those Eternal Things 

 

Winter has not fled the stage; 

Yet springtime’s in the wings, 

As February’s fermentation 

Deep in the soil brings, 

A stirring and awakening 

Of those eternal things, 

The ancient elements of earth 

Which glorify our springs. 

 

Ferns their crosiers uncoil, 

Frosted snowdrops deck the green, 

Primroses jewelled by dew 

‘Neath woodland boughs are seen; 

The hedgehog sniffs the air 

And slowly ventures out, 

As February revives the land 

And winter loses clout. 

 

Doreen Beer 

 

FOR SALE 
 

Well appointed 2 Bedroom 1st floor flat at 

 

The Meads, Wyndham Road, Silverton. 

 

Contact: 01392 860535  
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Thorverton Country Show 
 

The New Year brings new changes to The 

Thorverton Country Show. The Show has run for 

many years and remains popular with Thorvertonians 

and visitors from near and far. The past success of 

the Show is down to the sterling work of the 

Thorverton Country Show committee and the large 

army of willing volunteers on the day, and before and 

after the Show weekend. 

 

But … 2012 saw some of the long serving committee 

members standing down, including John and Jean 

White who have been involved with the Show since 

its inception as a Vintage Rally in 1995. It also saw 

poor weather for the second year in a row since the 

Show became an independent organisation in 2010. 

This had a detrimental effect on ticket sales, although 

we are grateful to the hardy souls who turned out to 

both volunteer and attend the Show on Sunday 

despite the weather! 

 

Putting on such a big Show has become expensive 

and the weather badly affected ticket sales to the 

point where all that hard work actually made very 

little profit, and certainly not enough to distribute to 

local organisations as was the intention. As a 

relatively new organisation with little working capital 

we rely on extensive fund raising during the year just 

to raise sufficient funds to put on the Show. 

 

For these reasons we have decided not to hold a 

Show in 2013, and instead we will hold a Family Fun 

Day in  June as well as other fund raising events we 

have planned, including an Easter Bingo evening and 

another Holly Ball.  Cancelling the 2013 Show will 

give us time to review and reflect on the current 

format of the Show, and to consult with all those 

involved in it (visitors, volunteers and stall holders) 

to take on board your views and ideas for the future 

of the Show. 

 

As well as reviewing the format of the Show we 

would like to be sure that we can raise enough funds 

to support local organisations, and encourage new 

committee members.  There are currently two 

vacancies on the committee so if you are enthusiastic 

about supporting the future of the Show and have 

some time to spare we would love to hear from you. 

 

So, if you have any views on the Show or any other 

fun fund-raising activities we would love to hear 

from you! 

 

You can contact us by telephone: 

01392 851775 (Diana Mason - Chair) 

01392 860069 (Caroline Taverner - Secretary) or 

email mail@thorvertoncountryshow.co.uk 

 

Best wishes. 

Diana Mason 

Committee Chair 

 

Silverton & Exe Valley Seniors 
February 2013 Newsletter 

 

Life begins at 

 
If you are this age or above, live in Silverton or the 

Exe Valley, are interested in social activities and 

meeting people then membership of the Club may be 

for you.   The Club organises events such as coffee 

mornings, coach outings, holidays, whist drives and 

theatre trips.  Annual membership is £5 per person.  

Full details of our 2013 programme of events will be 

available at the AGM on the 19
th
 February (see 

below) and thereafter on our website http://sevs.info 

 

MONDAY WHIST 
Whist Afternoons this month are fortnightly on the 

4
th
 and 18

th
 February at St Mary’s Church Hall 

Silverton commencing at 2:00 PM.  Entrance fee £2 

includes a raffle ticket, tea & biscuits (sometimes 

cake!).  Do come along, it is easy to learn (can’t 

play? we will teach you) and helps to keep the brain 

active! 

 

AGM & BUFFET LUNCH 

Come along to St Mary’s Church Hall Silverton on 

Tuesday 19
th
 February and hear how the Club 

performed last year and what is planned for 2013 

(full details of the Holidays and Outings programme 

will be available to take away with booking forms). 

Coffee will be available at 1100 (served until 1115) 

for those that come early with the AGM starting at 

1130.  If you wish to stay after the AGM a delicious 

Buffet Lunch will be available afterwards at a cost of 

£3. 

 

DATES OF SOME ACTIVITIES FOR YOUR 

DIARY! 

 

Friday 22
nd

 March – Dartmoor, Dartmeet (stopping 

mailto:mail@thorvertoncountryshow.co.uk
http://sevs.info/
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at Badgers Holt for lunch or refreshments) & 

Widecombe-in-the-Moor. Coach leaves Silverton at 

10:00 AM with usual en-route Exe Valley village 

pick-ups. Coach cost £10 

Thursday 25
th

 April  - Sherborne.  Visiting this 

beautiful town with its medieval buildings, 

Almshouse and superb Abbey before visiting the 

magnificent Castle and Gardens.  Outing cost £20 

includes coach fare & Castle admission. 

 

2013 CLUB HOLIDAYS 

 

YORKSHIRE 20-24 MAY (5 Days/4 Nights) 

Staying at the 3* AA Cairns Hotel Harrogate: 

Excursions include the Royal Armouries Museum, 

travel on the Settle-Carlisle Railway & Canal Cruise 

 

EASTBOURNE & SOUTH DOWNS: 30 SEP-04 

OCT (5 Days/4 Nights) 

Staying at the 3* Best Western York House Hotel 

Eastbourne.  Excursions to Brighton, Bluebell 

Railway, Sheffield Park & Gardens and picturesque 

Alfriston 

Full details of both Club Holidays are now available.  

Price for each holiday is £285 (Single room 

supplement £30 extra) inclusive of all excursions and 

admissions.  For further details ask for a leaflet or 

visit http://www.sevs.info 

 

If you are interested in any of the above events or 

would like to join the Club please contact Martin 

Clough Club Secretary 38 Hederman Close Silverton 

EX5 4HW telephone 01392 860971 (e-mail: 

martin.mcassoc@btconnect.com) 

 

 

 

 

                             
 

 

  

 
 

http://www.sevs.info/
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Thorverton Parish Information 

 
AIR AMBULANCE EMERGENCY - QUOTE NATIONAL GRID REFERENCE 
RECREATION GROUND - Sheet 192 SS 923019 MEMORIAL HALL FIELD - Sheet 192 SS 926019 
 
Carers' Support Group  Anne Higman, Wyndham House Surgery, Silverton. 860034. 
      Meetings - 3rd Wednesday of month, Wyndham House, 2.30-4.30 p.m. 
Church (C of E)    The Revd. Douglas Dettmer, The Rectory, Thorverton. 860332 
 The Revd. Sue Sheppard, Associate Minister, Autumn Haze, Rewe, 01392  841284 
 The Revd Julia Dallen  Assistant Curate   Tel 01392 861145 Email: julia.dallen@netherexe.org  
 Mrs Margaret Lowe, Administration Manager, 07594 714590 margaret.admin@netherexe.org 
Church Wardens  Edwin Greed, Fortescue, Netherexe. 841231. 
Consort    Mary Thomas, 1 The Glebe, Thorverton. 860730. 
P.C.C. Treasurer   Jean Brown, Rydal Cottage, Bullen Street. 861176. 
Friends of Thorverton Parish Church Trust   Royston Kershaw 25 The Glebe 860419 
Church (Baptist)  The Revd. Maurice Harrison, 01884 258599. 
    Secretary Phyllis Langdon, 860932.  
County Councillor   Cllr. Mr. M. Lee. 01363 772671. 
District Councillor   Cllr. Mr. R. M. Deed. 01392 861258. 
Doctors: Thorverton/Silverton  Dr Jon Wride & Lynne Anderson / Drs O'Brien, Ziegler & Keysell 
Electricity (Western Power)  Report a loss of power: 0800 365 900 Bill Enquiries: 0800 365 000 
      Street lights 0870 556 1851 
Friends of Thorverton & Silverton Surgeries  Christine Walker, 881501 
Gas Emergency    0800 111999 
Leonard Trust  Chairman: R Hughes. Secretary: Mrs. E Hughes, 3 Dinham Mews, Exeter EX4 4EF 
Library (Exeter Mobile)   Alternate Thursdays , 16.05 to 16.55 in Quarry Car Park 
Member of Parliament   Mel Stride via 01392 823306 or mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk 
Newspaper Reporter    Jane Ristic, 53 Silver Street, Thorverton. 860054 
Parish Council Chairman  Cllr. Stuart Crang,  
Parish Clerk     Mrs Jane Lane, Stable House, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062. 
Parish Council Meetings  2nd Tuesday of month, at The Memorial Hall, 7.30 pm. 
Parish Allotments   Contact the Parish Clerk - 861062 
Parish Council Notice Board Situated in School Lane, opposite the Thorverton Arms. 
   IMPORTANT!- PLANNING APPLICATION NOTICES ARE DISPLAYED HERE 
Planning notification applications  at http://data.gov.uk/apps/planningalerts alert via email when a 
planning application is published in one’s street, neighbourhood or wider area. 

Pension Service  PO Box 93, Plymouth PL6 5WJ. 0845 60 60 265 

Police     Central Switchboard 24 Hours: 0845 2777444.  
Post Office Portacabin (TCT Ltd)  Quarry Car Park, Thorverton EX5 5NG Tel: 860455 
     Mon. to Fri : 9 am-1.00 pm., 2 - 5.30 pm. Sat: 9 am.-12 noon Sun: 9 - 10.30 am for newspapers only 
Business Manager:   Jill Blewett, Faircop, Jericho St, Thorverton 
Chair and Company Secretary: Heather Kershaw, 25 The Glebe, 860419 
Public Telephone Kiosk  Opposite the Church, outside the Bell Inn, Dinneford St. 
Thorverton C of E Primary School (Part of the Exe Valley Federation) 

Executive Headteacher  Mrs Heather Perry  01392 250821 
Head of Teaching and Learning (Thorverton) Mr Olly White  01392 860374 
School Governors: 

  Chair:    Bryony Gilbert  01392 851360 
Vice Chair:   Sarah Crawford  01392 860295 
Clerk:   Jessica Benger  07795 515048 

School P.T.F.A.  Chair: Katie Vanstone 860978, Secretary: Hannah James, 86107  Treasurer: 
Carole Pearn 
South West Water   24 Hour Emergency: 0800 169 1144. Helpline: 0800 169 1133. 
Thorverton Millennium Green Trust 
   Chair: Dame Margaret Turner-Warwick, Pynes House, Silver Street 861173.  
   Secretary: Lin Balkwill 860663 
 

http://mel.stride.mp/
http://parliament.uk/
http://data.gov.uk/apps/planningalerts
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Thorverton Organisations 
Amateur Dramatic Society (TADS)  

Chairperson: Colin Marshall, Vice Chair: Simon Ette, Treasurer: John White, Secretary: Alison 
Marshall. For meetings and events contact Colin Marshall on 01392 861228 

Art Group   Barrie Phillips, Crossmead, School Lane, Thorverton. 860529  
   Meet Fridays during term-time at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 am-12.00. 
Arts Exchange Louise Page, Campion Cottage, Jerico St, 860509. 

  Monthly meetings in members' homes at 8.00 pm. (see Diary) 
Association Football Club Chairman: Andy Harris, 01392 851664,  
  Secretary: David Gregory, 2 The Orchard, Brampford Speke, 841803. 
Bridge Circle Graeme Culshaw, 3 The Glebe, Thorverton 860203.  
 Meets 1st/3rd/5th Thursdays at the W.I. Hut from 7.00 p.m.. 
Brownies     Contact Hannah 07925 981786 or Lisa 860609,  

Meet Fridays during term-time, 5-6.30pm Thorverton School Hall. 
Clarinet Group            Contact Peter Mason 860727.  Meets every Thursday morning. 
Cricket Club Chair: Charles Kislingbury,  
      Secretary: M C Denford, 14 Moorlands, Tiverton EX16 6UF 01884 255076 
   Fixture Sec: J Meredith, 190 Mincinglake Rd, Exeter EX4 7DS 01392 272504 
Focus Magazine Chair: Michael Ayre, Ratcliffe Farm, Thorverton.  
  Editor: Neville Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062. 
  Secretary: Jane Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062. 
  Treasurer: Bob Swaffield, Schiehallion, School Lane, Thorverton 01392 860309 
Friends of Silverton & Thorverton Surgeries  Coffee Mornings in the Lamb Inn, Silverton.  Held at 10-
12 noon on the last Thursday of every month except December 
Golf Society Players of Thorverton Care of Exeter Inn, 01392 860206 
Guides                       Contact Lisa 860609, Meet Wednesdays during term-time, 7-9pm Memorial Hall 
History Society  Chair: Barrie Phillips, Crossmead, School Lane, Thorverton. 860529 
   Programme Secretary: Beryl Coe, 5 The Glebe, Thorverton 860876. 
Ladies Group Meet 2nd Thursday of month, (Venue and time - see Focus Notices). 
Memorial Hall Committee Chair: Mike Shelton, Tel: 861027, mshelton44@hotmail.co.uk 

  Treasurer/key holder/bookings: Jeff Grace. tel. 860489. jeff.grace@tiscali.co.uk 
  Secretary: Roger Fieldhouse. tel. 860768. r.fieldhouse@exeter.ac.uk 

Memorial Hall Market   2nd Saturday of the month, at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 - 11.00 am. 
Thorverton Pre-School   Rachel Mildon (Chair) - 861707 / thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com 
 Mon 9.am-11.45am, & 12.45pm-3.15pm & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm, 
 Tues/Weds 9.am-11.45am & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm, 
 Thurs 9.-11.45am; 12.45pm- 3.15pm & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm. during term-time, 
 At Thorverton Primary School site 
Thorverton Ambling, Rambling and Tramping Society (TARTS) 

  Caroline Prince 07749 775304 or Graeme Culshaw 860203 
See notices of walks in Old Post Office Window Bullen Street. 

Toddler Group Contact : Hannah Calder 860808 
Wednesdays, during term-time, at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 a.m.-11.30. 

Rainbows     Contact Jean 860105 or Penny 861136, 
Meet Tuesdays 3.45-4.45 Thorverton School Hall 

Royal British Legion  Chairman/Hon.Sec. P Furneaux, Hillcrest, Thorverton 860227, 
paf@furno.co.uk 

   Hon. Treasurer: Alex Fice 
Women's Institute  Secretary and Bookings: Sue Maguire 01392 860631 

W.I. Meeting. 1st Tuesday of the month at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
  Whist, 4th Tuesday of the month, at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
W.I. Market & Coffee  4th Saturday of the month at the W.I. Hut. 10.00 am. to 11.00 am. 

mailto:mshelton44@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:jeff.grace@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:r.fieldhouse@exeter.ac.uk
mailto:thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com
mailto:paf@furno.co.uk
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Doctors’ Surgeries 

 

The Exe Valley Practice 

Dr JON WRIDE and Dr LYNNE ANDERSON 
 

The Surgery, The Berry    The Surgery, 3 Coach Road 

THORVERTON EX5 5NT    SILVERTON EX5 4JL 

Tel: 01392 860273      01392 860176 

Fax: 01392 860654     01392 861598 

www.exevalleypractice.co.uk 

exevalleypractice@nhs.net 

 

 

Opening times 

 
 GP on duty Thorverton Silverton 

Monday Dr Anderson 08:30 – 18:00 08:45 – 12:30 

Tuesday Dr Anderson 07:30 – 18:00 Closed 

Wednesday Dr Anderson am 
Dr Wride pm 

08:30 – 17:00 14:30 – 18:00 

Thursday Dr Wride 08:30 – 19:30 Closed 

Friday Dr Wride 08:30 – 18:00 08:45 – 12:30 

 

Surgery times 

 
 Thorverton Silverton 

Monday 15:00 – 17:15 09:00 – 11:45 

Tuesday 07:30 – 11:30 
15:00 – 17:00 

Closed 

Wednesday 09:00 – 11:00 15:00 – 17:45 

Thursday 09:00 – 11:15 
16:00 – 19:00 

Closed 

Friday 15:00 – 17:30 09:00 – 11:30 
 

 

There are no surgeries on Saturday or Sunday, but a doctor will be on call for emergencies only on 0845 6710 270 

 

REPEAT PRESCRIPTIONS (Monday to Friday) – You can request your repeat prescriptions by calling our 

dispensary on 01392 861622, or by using our online repeat prescription request www.exevalleypractice.co.uk. 

Please note that 48 hours notice is required for all repeat prescriptions. 

 

We accept credit\debit card payments for prescriptions 

 

We now operate a home delivery service for housebound registered patients. Please contact us on 01392 860273 for 

more information. 

 

 
 
 
 

http://www.exevalleypractice.co.uk/
mailto:exevalleypractice@nhs.net
http://www.exevalleypractice.co.uk/
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Wyndham House Surgery 

Fore Street, Silverton, EX5 5HZ 

Telephone: 01392 860034 

Outside surgery hours please ring 0845 671 0270 

To access the Emergency Out-of-hours Service 

Fax: 01392 861165 

www.wyndhamhousesurgery.co.uk 

 
Day/Dr Dr Anthony O’Brien Dr Emma Ziegler Dr Nick Keysell Dr Sally Simmons 

Monday 09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

09:00 – 11:30 

14:00 – 16:00 

 09.00 - 11.30 

15.00 -17.30 

Tuesday 09:00 – 11:30 

14:00 – 16:00 

 09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

09.00 - 11.30 

16.00 -17.30 

Wednesday  09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

 0900-11.30 

Thursday 09.00 - 11.00 09:00 – 11:00 09:00 – 11.00 

15:00 – 17:30 

 

Friday 09:00 – 11:30 

14:30 – 16:00 

 09:00 – 11:30  

Please note: The doctors are happy to speak to you on the phone instead of an appointment. Please request this from reception when you 
telephone.  

 

Surgery hours: Monday - Thurs. 08:30 - 18:00 

Friday 08:30 - 17:00  

Dispensary hours: Monday - Thurs. 09:00 - 12:00 and 14:30 - 18:00 

Friday 09:00 - 12:00 and 14:30 - 17:00 

Repeat prescriptions can be ordered online via our website. We now accept credit/debit card payments for prescriptions. 

We also operate a home delivery service for housebound registered patients.  

Please contact our reception or dispensary for more information. 

 

STOP PRESS: OVER THE NEXT COUPLE OF MONTHS WE WILL BE INTRODUCING A SYSTEM TO ALLOW PATIENTS 
TO BOOK APPOINTMENTS ON-LINE. KEEP AN EYE ON OUR WEBSITE FOR DETAILS. 

http://www.wyndhamhousesurgery.co.uk/
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Waste Collection Dates for 2013 
 

Generally on Mondays unless stated 

 

a) Recycling and brown bins   b) General refuse 

February  11
th
 and 25

th
    February  4

th
 and 18

th
 

March 11
th
 and 25

th
    March  4

th
 and 18

th
 

 

 

Mobile Library 
 

Thursdays, fortnightly, from 16.05 - 16.50 in the Quarry Car Park by Thorverton Post Office. 

 

February 14
th
 and 28

th
 

March 14
th
 and 28

th
 

April 11
th
 and 25

th
 

May 9
th
 and 23

rd
 

June 6
th
 and 20

th
 

July 4
th
 and 18

th
 

August 1
st
, 15

th
 and 29

th
 

September 12
th
 and 26

th
 

October 10
th
 and 24

th
 

November 7
th
 and 21

st
 

December 5
th
 and 19

th
 

 

 

 

 

Bus Services 
Turner's Tours / Carmel Coaches (bus 678) Mon-Fri. 10.09 from The Berry and the Baptist Chapel.  

Return 13.35 from Exeter bus station, Stand 5. 

 

Stagecoach (service 55B) Mon-Sat (except Bank Holidays)  

To Tiverton: 07.55, 10.10, 12.10, 14.10, 16.10, 17.29 (this is the 155 service;  on Saturdays it is the 55B and runs at 

17.10), 18.10 from The Berry and Broadlands.  

Return from Tiverton Bus Station: 07.40, 08.35, 10.45, 12.45, 14.45, 15.55 (Mondays to Fridays term-time only), 

16.45, 17.45. 

 

To Exeter: 08.05, 09.00, 11.10, 13.10, 15.10, 16.20 (Mondays to Fridays term-time only), 17.10, 18.10 from The 

Berry and Broadlands.  

Return from Exeter Bus Station: 07.30, 09.45, 11.45, 13.45, 15.45, 17.05 (this is the 155 service; on Saturdays it is 

the 55B and runs at 16.45), 17.45.  

 

Stagecoach 55 service runs pretty much every half-hour in each direction along the Exeter-Tiverton road, stopping 

at the Thorverton turn (the Ruffwell). Please consult Stagecoach 55 Group timetable for details of this service. 

 

Stagecoach free service to Somerfield's, Broadclyst, from Broadlands on Tuesdays 14.00. 

 

Stagecoach offers a variety of concessions for regular commuters, shoppers, children, students and jobseekers as 

well as one-day unlimited-use Explorer tickets. Further details from Stagecoach: 01392 427711 or 01803 664500 or 

www.stagecoachbus.com or www.devon.gov.uk/devonbus. 

 

Devonbus Timetable Information: call Traveline 0871 200 2233 Timetables available at the Post Office 
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Diary 2013 
 

Please notify FOCUS Editor of additions or changes. 

(Email: focusonthorverton@yahoo.co.uk or phone Neville Lane on 861062) 

 

 

FEBRUARY 

Sat 2
nd

  TARTS walk – Thorverton to Bickleigh, meet 9.30am opposite parish church 

Tues 5
th
  Women’s Institute, monthly meeting, WI Hut, 2:00pm 

Sat 16
th
  Pudding Night at the Memorial Hall in aid of Pre-School,7pm 

Tues 19
th
  Flower Arranging Workshop, The Thorverton Arms, 7:30 – 9:00pm 

Fri 22
nd

  Thorverton and District History Society, Edward’s Exeter by Ian Stoyle, WI Hut, 7.30pm 

Thurs 28
th
 Arts Exchange, Desert Island Choice, 7 The Glebe, 8pm 

 

 

MARCH 

Tues 5
th
  Women’s Institute, monthly meeting, WI Hut, 2:00pm 

  Thorverton PTFA, Travelling Trends Fashion Show, Thorverton School Hall 7.00pm for 7:30 start 

Wed 6
th
  Focus AGM,WI Hut, 7.30pm 

Fri 15
th
  Memorial Hall Trustees AGM, Memorial Hall, 7:45pm 

Tues 19
th
 Thorverton Country Show, Easter Bingo, Memorial Hall, 7:30pm 

Thurs 21
st
 Arts Exchange, The Orient, Garden Cottage, 8pm 

Fri 22
nd

  History Society, Guarding Devon’s Skies by Mike Passmore, WI Hut, 7.30pm 

 

 

APRIL 

Mon 8
th
  Allotment Holders' Quarterly Meeting, The Exeter Inn, 7:30pm 

Thurs 18
th
 Arts Exchange, Make ‘em laugh, Campion Cottage, 8pm 

Fri 26
th
  History Society, Glastonbury Abbey by John Allan, WI Hut, 7.30pm 

 

MAY 

Fri 24
th
  History Society, Wolves, Dogs and People in the Past by Bryony Coles, WI Hut, 7.30pm 

 

JUNE 

Sat 15
th
  Thorverton Country Show, Family Fun Day, Memorial Hall, 10:00am – 4:00pm 

 

SEPTEMBER 

Fri 27
th
  History Society, Agricultural Landscapes of the South West by Mark Overton, WI Hut, 7.30pm 

 

OCTOBER 

Fri 25
th
  History Society, Eleanor Coade by Geoffrey Harding, WI Hut, 7.30pm 

 

NOVEMBER 

Fri 22
nd

  History Society, Shackleton’s Amazing Antarctic Adventure by John Dike, WI Hut, 7.30pm 

 

2014 

JANUARY 

Fri 24
th
  History Society, AGM and speaker, WI Hut, 7.30pm 

 
 


