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Editorial 
 
I can’t offer you quite the usual mix of articles in this 
month’s Focus.  I am sorry that we are missing 
reports from some of our regular contributors, 
nevertheless, I hope that you will find of interest 
some of the articles that we have managed to gather.  
Be thankful, too, that I resisted the temptation to 
include a quiz of the decade or a look back at the best 
village events of the past decade (the sort of things to 
have filled up our newspapers recently), although as 
I write this I am coming round to the idea that maybe 
it wouldn’t have been such a bad idea after all.  I 
wonder... 
 
The recent Copenhagen Conference on tackling 
climate change, perhaps not so surprisingly, reached 
a disappointing conclusion.  It seems that our leaders 
need to be led.  There are very many things going on 
at a low level and the time has probably come to 
make far more of these to emphasise to world leaders 
that people do care and want to make a difference.  I 
would be happy to give some space in Focus to what  
 

 
 
 
people are doing in Thorverton – either individually 
or collectively – to help in however small way that 
might be.  If you have any practical ideas to share, 
please send them in. 
 
As we complete our 40th year of Focus production, I 
would like to say a special thank you to those who 
put Focus together and get it to your doors.  This 
team meets on the last working day of each month, 
and is utterly reliable.  Some of them have been 
engaged in these duties for a good few years now, 
and would appreciate some help, so if you are able to 
offer help please contact John Carter (see details 
inside front cover). 
 
I wish you all a very good 2010.  May all of your 
resolutions be kept and your dreams come true! 
 
 

Neville Lane, Editor  
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Letters 
 

From Heather Kershaw on behalf of TCT Ltd 

and all of you.......... 
  
A very well-deserved thank-you to all those who help 
to keep our newspaper and stationery shop running 
which in turn enables us to keep a post office 
operating here in the village. 
 
Our TCT staff and PO staff work in less than 
pleasant conditions as you will know, for either not a 
lot of money or no money at all, often at hours when 
some of us are still tucked up in bed or enjoying our 
Sunday brunch/lunch. 
 
A very special thank you to Jill Blewett our Business 
Manager who works 364 days of the year. What 
would we do without you? 
 
It's so easy to take this service for granted, forgetting 
that we did not always have it and that the post office 
was closed for some considerable time and only 
reopened thanks to the determination and 
perseverance of dedicated local people. 
 
You are a great team. Thank you from us all. 
 
 
 

From Lisa Browning 

 
Yesterday our much loved family cat was hit & 
killed on Silver Street, leaving us all very upset. Not 
a great start to Christmas. At least, we think it was 
our cat by the colour and markings, as his head was 
unrecognisable. I can only assume he was hit at some 
speed. Milo is the second cat to be killed on this road 
in less than two weeks. Please remember that Silver 
Street is still within the 30 mph speed limit, and slow 
down, before it's a child we are writing about. 
 
 
 

From Mr & Mrs Courtney, Uffculme 

 
I received this letter in response to Jane Ristic's 

article about the Speedway Garage in which she 

asked if anyone had any background to how it got its 

name. [Ed] 

 

This is only talking to Lynda who now visits us and 
talking about Thorverton and the surrounding area, 
this is all only as I remember it - I could be wrong!  
 

Mr Reed built Peamore Garage at Alphington (now 
Frank Tucker Haulage) who sold it to Mr Spurway 
(who was if I remember correctly a Director of 
Exeter Speedway). He set up a track at the back of 
Peamore Garage (it was there in 1950) 
 
Mr Spurway then built Speedway Garage in Rewe.  I 
also think he had the Speedway Garage, Cowick 
Street, Exeter built. This has now been demolished. 
Dingo Davey (Exeter Falcons) had a garage nearly 
opposite the Speedway in Exeter, this also has now 
been demolished. 
 
 
 

From Alan Hannaford 

 

Alan has often been inspired to write in, 

following articles by the Commentator.  His 

latest letter is particularly topical given the 

recent Copenhagen conference of world leaders.  

I print it without editing. 

 
I feel there needs to be some measure of balance with 
regard to Climate Change. This is crucial for any 
informed debate about this issue, not that there has 
ever been an informed public debate about it, despite 
what our political masters would have us believe, so 
that such debate cannot possibly be “over”. 
Copenhagen, whatever the result, will be long over 
by the time this is published, so it couldn’t possibly 
have any effect upon the outcome. 
 
Lenin said, “if you tell a lie often enough, it becomes 
the truth”, and Hitler said, “the mass of the people 
are more likely to believe a big lie than a small one”! 
I would suggest the Commentator worry less about 
Global Warming than he does at present. As a long-
term sceptic about such a phenomenon, having read 
the technical summaries for all four IPCC reports, 
along with the at times laughable Summaries for 
Policy Makers, and having read many papers both 
promoting and questioning manmade global 
warming, I concluded some time ago that it is a false 
hypothesis. It defies the laws of thermodynamics for 
a start. The Government knows it is a lie, the people 
know it is a lie, (and here is the real pantomime), we 
know that they know that we know, etc. The recent 
leak, from the Phlogiston Research Unit at the 
University of East Anglia, of thousands of emails 
and computer code, being analysed globally as I type, 
(and a leak it surely was as the information was quite 
specific, but a hacker grabs what he can before 
detection), demonstrated what many of us have 
suspected, that certain scientists have been lying, 
deceiving, and evading Freedom of Information 
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requests for raw data, much of which has now been 
mysteriously lost. I refer keener readers to websites 
such as “Climaterealist.com”, “Watts Up With That”, 
“Number Watch”, or Piers Corbyn’s wonderful 
“Weatheraction.com” who get the long-term 
forecasts right! What the rabid Copenhagen Treaty is 
essentially about is this: Horrendous punitive taxes 
are to be levied upon the poor people in rich 
countries (trust me, the rich people will avoid these 
somehow), this money will be passed to a fairly well 
intentioned but corrupt UN, and doled out to 
wealthy, venal, and mendacious politicians and 
business interests of poor countries. With 
atmospheric CO2 enrichment of an essential life 
giving gas, upon which all planetary life exists (CO2 
+ H2O = basic sugars) up to and including the very 
food we eat, it is not a pollutant, running at just 
under 390 parts for every million parts of 
atmosphere, I predict that should this ghastly event 
ever come to fruition, the poor people of poor 
countries will get about £390 for every £1M 
deposited into the back pockets of said politicians 
and business interests. Of course none of this will 
ever be properly reported in the compliant media, 
particularly the taxpayer funded BBC, who are “on 
message” as they say! Just for the record, Climate 
Change is a “heads I win tails you lose” version of 
Global Warming! 
 
CO2 levels are rising of which man’s contribution is 
barely 4%, however global temperatures are falling 
and there has been no statistically significant 
warming since 1995. A recent Western Morning 

News article by a retired Met Office weather man, 
highlighted the fact that volcanoes emit more 
CO2/day than man over two years! The Sun, which 
gives us 100% of our natural light and 99.9% of our 
natural energy, has entered what many 
astrophysicists refer to as a prolonged solar 
minimum (again failed predictions by those ever 
reliable computer models), reminiscent of the 
Maunder / Sporer Minimums in the past, and our 
Russian friends have suggested that we invest in fur 
hats and coats for the next 30 years or so! The Earth 
warms and cools in fairly regular natural cycles, with 
shifts in ocean current circulation among thousands 
of other parameters, without SUVs and coal-fired 
power stations. By all means clean up genuine 
pollution, but worry ye not about CO2, (nor methane 
(CH4) its atmospheric content is so small 
scientifically it doesn’t exist) life cannot exist 
without it.  Indeed our atmosphere is CO2 poor at 

present compared with the geological past when as 
much as twenty times today’s level was in the 
atmosphere, and no runaway global warming 
occurred but ice-ages did. Plant growers worldwide 
inject CO2 into their greenhouses to an optimum 
concentration of 1200ppm, three times today’s level 
as plant food. I am aware of the oft quoted claim that 
there is more CO2 in the atmosphere today than there 
has been for 650,000 years, but this is a meaningless 
statement, put another way there is less CO2 in the 
atmosphere today than there has been for 650,001 
years. I seriously worry about the state of scientific 
education in this country since the government has 
proceeded to dumb it down since 1997. Our children 
are being brainwashed with politics, not science, 
which is illegal in this country! This government 
dislikes anyone sceptical about its scare stories, I 
wonder why?  I know that I will be labelled a 
“denier” and/or “irresponsible”, or whatever but my 
shoulders are broad enough, and ad hominem attacks 
are always the prerogative of the wrong. 
 
Finally, be a little more circumspect about the media 
headlines on Climate Change and freak weather 
events, the clue is embedded within them. The 
“worst floods for 20 years”, the “worst storm for 50 
years”, the” highest rainfall since records began”, 
etc. It’s clearly happened before and it will happen 
again. There is no scientific evidence of an increase 
in hurricane activity over the last 100 years, this 
years’ season was a damp squib. If some of the 
Himalayan glaciers weren’t retreating, there would 
be no water for anyone downstream, no River 
Ganges for starters! Bangladesh is gaining land mass 
because it is a delta! I recommend readers with 
internet access and the Commentator Google search 
for a letter, written by then President of the Royal 
Society Sir Joseph Banks, to the Lords of the 
Admiralty in 1817, raising the issue of a lack of ice 
in the Arctic Circle, suggesting a new source of 
warmth had occurred, potentially opening up the area 
for further study and trade! Oh and just to finish, on 
the recent BBC online ballyhoo over the “First ship 
to travel the North-East passage” around the top of 
Russia, shock horror! It has been used every summer 
by those naughty Russians since 1934, if not earlier! 
Science is science, politics is politics, never the 
twain, etc. So remember, maintain a healthy 
scepticism, and FEAR equals CONTROL, but it also 
means False Evidence Appearing Real! 
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Thorverton Parish Council 
Report of the December meeting of the Parish 
Council 

 
 
 
 

Affordable Housing / Village Shop / Post Office 

Dame Margaret Turner-Warwick is investigating the concept of "open-market affordable housing" with a housing 
association. D/Cllr Deed is continuing to pursue the matter of the settlement line with MDDC. 
 

Planning Matters 

A. To note Planning Decisions received to date of meeting:- 
i) Ref. 09/01461/FULL 2 Dark Lane Thorverton.  Extension to provide first floor accommodation. 

Approved. 
B. To consider Planning Applications received to date of meeting:- 

i) Ref: 09/01598/CLU Raddon Hill Farm.  Certificate of Lawfulness for existing non-compliance with 
agricultural occupancy condition d of planning permission 4/51/83/132 for a period in excess of ten years. 

ii) Ref: 09/01558/PNAG Lee Cross Farm.  Prior notification for the erection of a fodder and machinery store. 
iii) Ref:09/01321/TPO 5 The Glebe. Application to carry out works to a sweet chestnut tree protected by TPO.  

 

Other Parish Business 

• Residents will wish to note that Mrs Bryanna Uglow has been co-opted onto the Council. 

• Cllr Fieldhouse and Cllr Mitchell brought to the Council's attention the fact that in recent weeks petrol had 
been stolen from a number of parked vehicles in several parts of the village, including Jericho Street and 
the Quarry Car Park.  The police would be asked for advice as to how the car park could be made more 
secure. 

• The Council was disappointed to hear that its request for an extension of the 30mph area along Lynch 
Road had been rejected on the grounds that there were insufficient property frontages along that stretch of 
the highway. C/Cllr Lee undertook to look into the matter. 

• The Chairman, Cllr Mitchell and Cllr Sims had formed a working party in November and had paved the 
base of the bus shelter near Broadlands with non-slip slabs.  It was decided that Stagecoach should be 
asked to arrange for a bus timetable to be put up near the shelter. 

 

Public Meeting 

A meeting is to be held on Tuesday, 5 January 2010 at 7.30pm in the Memorial Hall for the purpose of discussing 
the churchyard which is becoming full.  All parishioners are invited to attend.  It should be noted that the problem 
could have financial and other implications for the parish.   
 
The next Parish Council meeting will take place in the Memorial Hall on Tuesday, 12 January 2010 at 7.30pm.  An 
Agenda is displayed on the Parish Notice Board prior to meetings and Minutes are displayed in the same place 
once they have been approved by Councillors. 
 

Jane Lane, Parish Clerk 

 
 
 
 

Jane Lane, Parish Clerk Telephone: 01392 861062, email: Thorvertonclerk@aol.com 
www.Thorvertonparishcouncil.org 



Focus on Thorverton 5 Vol. 41 No. 1 - January 2010 

 

Thorverton Memorial Hall News 

 
Reg. Charity No. 203776 

 

A Happy New Year to one and all  

 

Holly Ball 

What a night! The weather was horrible - heavy 
showers almost all night and our guests seemed to 
arrive between the showers. The band were on their 
usual good form and gave everyone a good night out. 
We hope all those who joined us had a good time. 
We certainly did! 
 

Saturday Market 

It was good to see so many of you at the Saturday 
Market in December. We were delighted to welcome 
Father Christmas along with one of his "helpers" 
who drew the lucky numbers for the Market draw 
and the 100 Club. Congratulations to the lucky 
winners. 
 
100 Club Draw Winner for December 
£500 - No 21 Gerald Stevens 
£100 - No 51 Alan Hannaford 
£50 - No 66 David Addicott 
 
Market Draw Winners for December were:  
Chicken Dinner  Roy Barton 
Tin Biscuits  Gladys Parker 
Fruit Basket  Barbara Uglow 
Tin Heroes  Beryl Baker 
Box Shortbreads Rosie Stoneman 
 

100 Club 

We still have a few numbers left for the 2010 100 
Club. If you would like to join us please contact jean 
on 860827 or any other Committee member. All 
numbers paid for by 9th January will be entered in 
the January draw. 
 

Over 70s Sunday Lunch 

Are you or your partner over 70? Then you are both 
eligible to buy a ticket for the Over 70s Sunday 
Lunch on Sunday 24th January. We ask people to 
arrive by 1.00pm for pre lunch drinks. The meal will 
be served at 1.30pm. Wine and beer will be available 
at cost price.  

 
We are very grateful to TADS who will provide the 
after lunch entertainment. If you are unable to get to 
the Hall under your own steam transport can be 
arranged for you. Please let us know when you book 
your ticket if you would like transport. 
 
This is a non profit making event supported by the 
Leonard Trust. Tickets, which are limited and cost 
£4 per person, are available from: 
Jean White, Waters Ford (860827) or Jen Pascoe, 17 
Cleaves Close (861154). 
 
 

Notice Board 
 

 
THORVERTON MEMORIAL HALL 

 

The Memorial Hall Committee invite all Local 

Senior Citizens aged 70 or over, to a 

 

Sunday Lunch 
with 

Entertainment by TADS 
 

Transport (if required) 
 

Sunday 24th January 

 
1.00pm 

 

Tickets £4 per person 

Tickets are available from Jean White (860827) or 
Jen Pascoe (861154) and can only be purchased in 
advance 
 

Reg. Charity No. 203778 

 

Thorverton Parish Council Public Meeting 

 
Thorverton churchyard is becoming full.  This could 
have financial and other implications for the parish.  
All parishioners are therefore invited to attend a 
public meeting on: 
 

TUESDAY 5th JANUARY 2010 

 

at 7.30.PM 

 

in THE MEMORIAL HALL 

 
This could be of interest to all parishioners, whether 
or not they attend the parish church. 
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Thorverton PTFA Quiz Night 

 

Friday 5
th

 February 

 
Tickests £6 which includes supper. 

 
Bring your own team or create one when you arrive. 
 

 

 

ALLOTMENT HOLDERS’ QUARTERLY 

MEETING 
 

Monday 11 January, 7.30 p.m. 
 
At the Exeter Inn. All allotment holders are invited to this 
meeting to exchange ideas and information and to discuss 
any proposals for changes or improvements. 
 

 
 

THORVERTON 
MEMORIAL HALL 

 

SATURDAY MARKET 

 

   
 

Saturday 9
th

 January 

 
9.30 - 11.00am 

 
Breakfast Bar, Fruit & Veg 

Books, Cards, Jewellery 
Jams/preserves, Plants 

Bric-a-brac, Draw 
 

100 Club Draw 
 
 

Reg. Charity No. 203778 

 
 
 

Changes to waste collections in January 

Normal date:  Changed to: 

Monday 4th January Wednesday 6th January 
Monday 11th January Tuesday 12th January 
 

 

Thorverton Arts Exchange 
 
At Arts Exchange meetings we share our enthusiasms for 
writing, music, painting, film, craft etc. with one another. 
 
Usually there is a theme to our choices, but occasionally an 
individual member will take responsibility for a whole 
evening. 
 
The meetings take place in members' homes at 8.00 p.m. 
on Thursdays. The next meetings are: 
 
January 28th Scotland, Stable House 
February 18th Dates, Ockero 
March 11th Winds, Cubberley House 
April 15th Weddings, 25 The Glebe 
May 27th  Pastoral/Bucolic, Newcourt Farmhouse 
June 17th Uplifting, Pynes House 
July 22nd  Water, venue to be announced 
 
New members are always welcome. For further 
information contact Louise Page or Rob Purvis, Campion 
Cottage 860509. 
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Thorverton Church Consort practices 
 
In church, 7.45 to 9 p.m. 

 

Thursdays:- 
January 14th 
February 4th, 25th 
March 4th, 18th, 25th 
April 22nd, 29th 
May 13th 
June 3rd, 24th 
July 1st, 15th, 18th (at 5 p.m.)  
Party July 8th 6.30 p.m. 
  

Junior Consort practices in school 
 
3.30 to 4.30 p.m. 

 

Mondays:- 
January 11th 
February 1st 
March 1st, 8th, 29th 
April 26th 
May 10th, 24th 
June 7th, 28th 
July Party, Thurs 8th, 6.30 p.m 

.

 

 

Exe Valley Film Society 
 
Film Listing for 2010 
 
All films are shown on Thursdays and start at 
8.00pm (doors open at 7.30pm) at Brampford Speke 
Village Hall.  Members pay £1 per film and guests 
£5.  Membership is £25 for the year.  Popcorn is 
provided;  you are welcome to bring your own 
drinks. 
 
28th January  Local Hero (1983) 
25th February  In The Loop (2009) 
25th March  Like Water for Chocolate 
(1992) 
29th April  Rear Window (1954) 
27th May  An Education (2009) 
24th June  State of Play (2009) 
29th July  Sing-Along-A-Sound of 
Music (outdoor screening) 
30th September  Julie and Julia (2009) 
28th October  Creation (2009) 
25th November  Withnail and I (1987) 
23rd December  Cabaret (1972) 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Looking to exercise your brain in 2010? 

 

♣ 
 

Join Thorverton’s Bridge Circle 
 
♦ 
 

At the WI Hut 
 

♥ 
 

On the 1st, 3rd and 5th Fridays of the month 
(Fridays 15th and 29th in January) from 7.00pm 

 

♠ 
 

Beginners welcome 
 
Just come along, or contact Graeme Culshaw (01392 
860206) 
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Parish Church Services and News 
 
3 January 2010  The Epiphany 
 
10:00 am Service with a Smile J  Brampford Speke  

10:00 am Service with a Smile J  Poltimore VC/GMS 

10:00 am Holy Communion [C] Thorverton CH 
11:15 am Holy Communion [C] Cowley JB 
11:15 am Service of the Word  Rewe AB/GS 
11:15 am Holy Communion [C] Upton Pyne HD 
05:00 pm Service with a Smile J  Stoke Canon  

06:30 pm Evening Prayer [BCP] Cadbury JD 
06:30 pm Service of the Word  Newton St Cyres HD 

 
10 January 2010  Epiphany 1 
 
08:00 am Holy Communion  [BCP] Thorverton DD 
09:00 am Holy Communion [C] Brampford Speke DD 
10:00 am Family Holy Communion [C] Newton St Cyres HD 
10:00 am Holy communion [C] Stoke Canon HW 
10:00 am Family Service J  Thorverton Lay Led 

11:15 am Holy Communion [C] Rewe DD 
06:30 pm Evening Prayer [BCP] Huxham HD 

 
17 January 2010  Epiphany 2 
 
09:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Upton Pyne DD 
10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Cadbury HD 
10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Cowley JB 
10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Poltimore SS 
10:00 am Morning Prayer [BCP] Thorverton DD 
   Joint with Baptist Chapel 
06:30 pm Evening Service  Brampford Speke Baptist Chapel  PW&DD 
   Joint with Parish Church  

 
 
 
 

 
31 January 2010  The Presentation 
 
11:00 am  Joint Mission Community Service of Holy Communion at Stoke Canon 

The Reverend Doulas Dettmer & The Reverend James Hutchings 
                                                     Diocesan Mission Resources Advisor.   
 
Theme ‘Giving for Life’ Followed by a bring & share lunch  

 
7 February 2010  2 before Lent 
 
08:00 am Holy Communion [BCP] Newton St Cyres DD 
10:00 am Service with a Smile J  Brampford Speke  

10:00 am Service of the Word  Poltimore DB/BB 
10:00 am Holy Communion [C] Thorverton CH 
11:15 am Holy Communion [C] Cowley JB 
11:15 am Service of the Word  Rewe AB/GK 

24 January 2010  Epiphany 3 
 
09:00 am Holy Communion [C] Huxham AS 
10:00 am Service of the Word & 

Christingle 
 Cadbury AL/GK 

10:00 am Holy Communion [C] Newton St Cyres DD 
10:00 am Service of the Word  Stoke canon GP/DP 
10:00 am Service of the Word  Upton Pyne Lay-Led 
11:15 am Holy Communion [C] Rewe HD 
06:30 pm Evening Prayer [BCP] Poltimore HD 
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11:15 am Holy Communion [C] Upton Pyne HW 
05:00 pm Service with a Smile J  Stoke Canon  

06:30 pm Evening Prayer [BCP] Cadbury DD 
06:30 pm Evening Prayer [BCP] Newton St Cyres JD 

 

Services in the Netherexe Parishes 
 
Your parish churches aim to provide a variety of service types to meet the needs of the whole 
community.   
Most Sunday services except those early in the morning include hymns and music 

Everyone is welcome at all services! 
 

‘Service with a Smile’  
Brampford Speke & Stoke Canon 
 

These Family Services are designed for all ages and 
with the needs of young children especially in mind.  
They are informal and contemporary in style, often 
including a children’s activity at the beginning; without 
communion.  Services usually last about 35 minutes 
and are followed by refreshments 
 

 
Young People’s Group 

 
[YPG] 

Young people’s group meeting during the 10 am 
service at Thorverton on the first Sunday of the month 
in school term time 

Holy Communion [C] Traditional service in contemporary language [one 
hour 

Holy Communion [T] Traditional service in traditional language [one hour] 

Holy Communion [BCP] Traditional service in traditional language [one hour] 

Service of the Word  [SW] Morning or Evening Service [without communion] in 
contemporary language, often Lay-Led 

Morning Prayer  [BCP] Traditional Morning Service [Mattins] from the Book of 
Common Prayer [about an hour] 

Evening Prayer or Choral 
Evensong 

[BCP]  Traditional Evening Service from the Book of 
Common Prayer (about an hour) 

 

DAILY SERVICES – Usual pattern 
 

Monday 09:00 am Morning Prayer at Stoke Canon 
Chapel 

 

Tuesday 09:00 am Morning Prayer at Stoke Canon 
Church 

 

 06:00 pm Evening Prayer at Rewe  
Wednesday 09:00 am Morning Prayer at Thorverton  
Thursday 09:00 am Morning Prayer at Thorverton  
 05:00 pm Evening Prayer at Newton St Cyres  
Friday  09:00 am Morning Prayer at Thorverton  
Saturday 09:00 am Morning Prayer at Thorverton  

 

Variations There will be Holy Communion at 09:30 am following Morning Prayer at 
Thorverton Church on 20 January 2010. 

 

Who’s Who …..? Abbreviations Key 
DD The Rev Douglas Dettmer Priest-in-Charge 01392 860332 
SS The Rev Sue Sheppard Associate Minister 01392 841284 
HD The Rev Hilary Dawson Assistant Curate 01392 841928 
    
JB The Rev John Benton SM The Rev Sue Martin 
BB Mrs Bridget Boxall GMS Mr Geoffrey Saltmarsh 
DB Mr David Boxall VC Mrs Veronica Clarke 
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AB Mrs Annabel Branney VM Mrs Valerie Mills 
CC Mrs Chris Cook MOJ Mrs Maureen Owen-Jones 
JC Mrs Jane Cook JS Mr John Sandford 
JD Mrs Julia Dallen GS Mr Guy Sheppard 
CH The Rev Chris Hughes AS The Rev Alan Simmonds 
GK Mrs Gwynneth Keehner PW The Rev Peter Webb 
JM Preb John Mapson HW The Rev Harold Whitty 
DP Mr David Perrott JH Mrs Jenny Hansen 
GP Mrs Gerda Perrott   

 
Family Services of the Word marked ☺ are led by Lay Teams 

 
For more information about the Netherexe Parishes please see www.netherexe.org or contact  
 
Mrs Margaret Lowe  [Administrator] 
Tel: 07594 714590  - Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday 09:00 – 14:30 
Email: margaret.admin@netherexe.org 
 

 
 

Would you like a lift to church? 

May we offer you a lift to the parish church or to a joint service elsewhere?   
 
For transport to Sunday services from locations in Thorverton parish, please ring Steve 
Rendell on (01392) 860780.  To arrange a lift to the weekday Holy Communion at 
Thorverton on the dates listed above, please ring Margaret Turner-Warwick on (01392) 
861173 
 
 

 
 

Thorverton Football 
 
We are pleased to reproduce the Devon and Exeter Premier League table as at 20th December: 
 
 

    P W D L F A Diff Pts 

1 THORVERTON 12 8 1 3 49 28 21 25 

2 ST MARTINS 14 7 4 3 26 20 6 25 

3 EXMOUTH AMATEURS 2008 13 8 0 5 26 18 8 24 

4 TOPSHAM TOWN 11 7 2 2 36 12 24 23 

5 HEAVITREE SOCIAL UNITED 10 7 2 1 28 12 16 23 

6 SIDMOUTH TOWN 11 7 1 3 30 17 13 22 

7 NEWTOWN 10 7 1 2 25 15 10 22 

8 BUDLEIGH SALTERTON 14 7 0 7 23 29 -6 21 

9 WILLAND ROVERS 11 5 3 3 17 11 6 18 

10 CLYST VALLEY 14 5 1 8 19 21 -2 16 

11 HATHERLEIGH TOWN 11 3 3 5 19 24 -5 12 

12 ALPHINGTON 13 2 5 6 17 26 -9 11 

13 WELLINGTON TOWN 12 3 2 7 15 30 -15 11 

14 UNIVERSITY 9 1 4 4 9 15 -6 7 

15 FENITON 13 1 3 9 24 46 -22 6 

16 OTTERTON* 12 1 0 11 9 48 -39 2 

* Points Adjusted 

 
Well done the Thors! Four goals a game is pretty good scoring by anyone’s standards. The results to date and 
remaining fixtures are set out below. Support the team in their push for glory. 

 



Focus on Thorverton 11 Vol. 41 No. 1 - January 2010 

 

Date Home/Away Opponents Result Score 
22 Aug Away TOPSHAM TOWN Loss 0-2 

26 Aug Away NEWTOWN Win 4-1 

29 Aug Home ST MARTINS Win 5-2 

05 Sep Away CLYST VALLEY Win 3-2 

19 Sep Home EXMOUTH AMATEURS 2008 Loss 4-6 

26 Sep Away OTTERTON Win 5-2 

10 Oct Away BUDLEIGH SALTERTON Win 3-0 

17 Oct Away ALPHINGTON Draw 3-3 

31 Oct Home BUDLEIGH SALTERTON Win 7-0 

05 Dec Away FENITON Win 9-4 

12 Dec Home TOPSHAM TOWN Loss 2-3 

19 Dec Away SIDMOUTH TOWN Win 4-3 

02 Jan Home NEWTOWN   

09 Jan Home HATHERLEIGH TOWN   

16 Jan Away ST MARTINS   

23 Jan Home HEAVITREE SOCIAL UNITED   

30 Jan Away EXMOUTH AMATEURS 2008   

13 Feb Home CLYST VALLEY   

27 Feb Home OTTERTON   

13 Mar Home ALPHINGTON   

20 Mar Away WELLINGTON TOWN   

27 Mar Home UNIVERSITY   

10 Apr Home WILLAND ROVERS   

17 Apr Away HEAVITREE SOCIAL UNITED   

01 May Home SIDMOUTH TOWN   

11 May Away WILLAND ROVERS   

 
Fixtures against Feniton  and Wellington (both home) and Hatherleigh and the University (both away) are still to 
be arranged. 
 
Meanwhile, here are the second team’s fixtures and results to date: 
 

Date Home/Away Opponents Result Score 
05 Sep Home SAMPFORD PEVERELL Win 2-1 

19 Sep Away EXMOUTH AMATEURS 2008 3rd Draw 2-2 

26 Sep Home BROADCLYST 2nd Win 5-0 

03 Oct Away FENITON 2nd Win 3-1 

17 Oct Home COLATON RALEIGH Win 5-2 

31 Oct Away CULLOMPTON RANGERS 2nd Loss 2-3 

12 Dec Away WELLINGTON TOWN 2nd Loss 0-4 

02 Jan Away WOODBURY   

09 Jan Away WESTEXE ROVERS 2nd   

16 Jan Away LORDS XI   

23 Jan Away SAMPFORD PEVERELL   

30 Jan Home EXMOUTH AMATEURS 2008 3rd   

13 Feb Away BICKLEIGH   

20 Feb Home FENITON 2nd   

06 Mar Home CULLOMPTON RANGERS 2nd   

13 Mar Away COLATON RALEIGH   

27 Mar Away HEMYOCK   

03 Apr Home WELLINGTON TOWN 2nd   

10 Apr Away DUNKESWELL ROVERS   

17 Apr Home WESTEXE ROVERS 2nd   

05 May Home BICKLEIGH   

 
Fixtures against Dunkeswell, Hemyock, Lords and Woodbury (all at home) and Broadclyst 2nds (away) are still to 
be arranged. 
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Legal Eagle 
 
Those of you who are regular readers of this column 
will recall that I had intended this month to continue 
with our series on wills. However, a recent decision 
of our newly established Supreme Court ( replacing 
the Judicial Committee of the House of Lords as the 
highest domestic appellate court ) is deserving of our 
attention. 
 
The issue before the court was whether the Office of 
Fair Trading (OFT) can review banks' charges on 
unauthorised current account overdrafts. The case 
came before the court by way of appeal lodged by 
Abbey National and others against the finding by the 
Court of Appeal that an assessment of the fairness of 
the charges was not prohibited by regulation 6(2)(b) 
of the Unfair Terms in Consumer Contracts 
Regulations (SI 1999 No 2083). 
 
During the course of his judgment, Lord Walker said 
that banks accepted that the system of 'free-if-in-
credit' banking operating in this country involved a 
massive cross-subsidy, amounting to about 30 per 
cent of the banks' total revenue stream from current 
account customers, provided by those customers who 
regularly incurred charges for unauthorised 
overdrafts. 
 
This might be seen by some as an interesting twist to 
the tale of Robin Hood. In our story, the banks 'rob' 
the poor in order to help the 'not quite so poor'. The 
figures quoted by Lord Walker put 12 million 
customers into the former category and 42 million 
into the latter. 
 
His Lordship went on to say that some would regard 
the system as being, in some sense at least, obviously 
unfair. His Lordship went on to add that this would 
depend partly on whether one regarded the average 
customer who incurred unauthorised overdraft 
charges as spendthrift and improvident or as 
disadvantaged and finding it hard to make both ends 
meet. 
 
The volume of litigation generated spoke for itself as 
to the dissatisfaction felt by many thousands of 
customers affected by the challenged charges. 
 
At issue, therefore, was whether, as a matter of law, 
the fairness of the charges could be challenged by the 
OFT as excessive in relation to the services supplied 
to the customers. 
 
That, Lord Walker said, depended on the correct 
interpretation, in its European context, and 

application of regulation 6(2) of the 1999 
Regulations which provided: 
 
'In so far that it is in plain intelligible language, the 

assessment of fairness of a term shall not relate - (a) 

to the definition of the main subject matter of the 

contract, or (b) to the adequacy of the price or 

remuneration, as against the goods or services 

supplied in exchange'. 

 
The context required, said his Lordship that 
'adequacy' be read in the sense of 'appropriateness'. 
 
A supply of services might be simple, or it might be 
composite, as when one stayed at a hotel offering a 
wide variety of services. The services that banks 
offered to their current account customers were a 
comparable package of services, which included the 
collection and payment of cheques, other money 
transmission services, facilities for cash distribution 
and the provision of statements. 
 
When one turned to the other part of the quid pro quo 
of a consumer contract, the price or remuneration, 
the difficulty of deciding which prices were essential 
was the same and regulation 6(2)(b) contained no 
indication that only an essential price or 
remuneration was relevant. 
 
Any monetary price or remuneration payable under 
the contract would naturally fall within the language 
of paragraph (b). 
 
As to the application of regulation 6(2) to the facts, 
charges for unauthorised overdrafts were monetary 
consideration for the package of banking services 
supplied to personal current account customers. The 
fact that they were contingent and that the majority 
of customers did not incur them were irrelevant. The 
charges were, as a consequence, exempt from review 
by the OFT. They fell squarely within the provisions 
of regulation 6(2)(b) which prevents enquiry as to 
the adequacy of the price or remuneration, as against 
the goods or services supplied in exchange. 
 
The judgment in this case was delivered on 26th 
November 2009. On the same day The Times 
contained a report detailing the case of Greg and 
Diane Horoski who were indebted to IndyMac Bank 
in the sum of $500,000 ( £300,000 ); considerably 
more than the value of their home. The Bank was 
seeking to evict Mr and Mrs Horoski for non-
payment of the monies owing. In writing off the debt 
Judge Jeffrey Spinner ruled that their lender's 
behaviour had been ' harsh, repugnant, shocking and 
repulsive to the extent that it must be appropriately 
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sanctioned so as to deter it from imposing further 
mortifying abuse'. 
 
Naturally the Bank has indicated that it will appeal 
the judge's decision. 
 
The comparison between the two decisions is 
interesting. The Supreme Court was bound to give 
effect to a piece of legislation which was intended, 
but in this instance appears to have failed, to provide 
consumers with protection against unfair terms. In 
the American case the judge was merely applying 
what we domestically would refer to as the common 

law. He was able to look at the facts, decide whether 
in his opinion the behaviour of one of the parties was 
an unconscionable thing to do to the other and if he 
so decided to provide what appeared to him to be an 
appropriate remedy. 
 
Next month we shall return to wills and consider the 
recent case of Dr Christine Gill who successfully 
challenged her mother's will which had bequeathed 
the £2 million family farm in North Yorkshire to the 
RSPCA. 
 

Clive Hamblin 

  

I Don't Believe It! 
 
The cost of living is increasingly dependant on 
whether you have Internet access. Recent examples 
that come to mind include car tyres - cash price £72 
each, book and pay on-line price £50.40. Domestic 
heating oil - up to 44p/litre, order and pay on-line 
38p. Airport car parking - cash price £74.60, book 
and pay on-line £50.40. 
 
Until recently I've had difficulty appreciating the age 
of the universe - too many noughts. But now, thanks 
to taxpayer support of £850 billion for the banks, 
3.73 billion years has become a much more realistic 
figure. Please don't think for a moment I'm anti 
banks. The concept of people with worthwhile ideas, 
aspirations and dreams, but a shortage of money, 
borrowing from those with hard earned savings, but 
no immediate use, is socially commendable, with 
banks prudently bringing the two together. 
Unfortunately, some aspects of contemporary 
banking are little more than gambling  - now with our 
money. The argument that we need to pay obscene 
bonuses to keep the best gamblers in town is vacuous 
- it was that very culture that precipitated the crisis. 
 
"It ain't ignorance that causes all the trouble in the 
world. It's the things people know that ain't so." (E. 
H. Armstrong, 1890 -1954) This thought provoking 
comment resonates with many aspects of modern life 
and perhaps none more so than international 

relations. On a domestic level we are brainwashed 
that a particular food or drug is good for us, only to 
hear within a few short years the "research" was 
flawed. The health promoting properties of eggs, 
milk, potatoes, bread, chocolate and wine appear in a 
constant state of flux. The proposition that burning 
wood is now good for the environment is a recent 
example. When a tree dies and rots the carbon 
dioxide it absorbed during its life is released back 
into the environment. It therefore makes sense to 
burn the wood (rather than let it rot) and thereby 
benefit from the heat or power produced. So let’s get 
busy collecting our winter faggots - provided, of 
course we are not in a smoke free zone or on the 
polar icecap! And I'm not surprised that the icecap is 
melting at an alarming rate with the sheer number of 
academics, scientists, explorers, politicians, 
broadcasters and playboy adventurers that feel the 
need to go there and personally witness the 
phenomenon, many at our expense. And I guess we 
are paying the bill for the Climate conference in 
Copenhagen. Not that we don't need urgent decisive 
action - but do we really need 15,000 delegates, 
many flying there in private jets? My experience has 
frequently been, the larger the meeting, the less the 
achievement. We shall have to wait and see! 
 

Commentator 

Recycling Christmas cards and 
trees 
Many high street stores provide card recycling 
facilities and you can also get more information by 
visiting The Woodland Trust website at 
www.woodland-trust.org.uk/recycling.  
 
If you have a favourite charity, check to see if their 
local charity shop is collecting old Christmas cards 

and stamps. Stamps can also be handed in to your 
local Oxfam shop. 
 
Maybe you bought a UK-grown real tree with roots 
that can be planted in your garden or kept in a pot for 
next year. Artificial trees are a good alternative as 
they can be used many times, but as they are usually 
made of a number of different materials, including 
plastics, they are difficult to recycle once they are no 
longer required. 
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Thorverton PTFA 
 
What a busy month we have had! Our pamper & 
Christmas shopping night was a huge success, lots of 
fun & over £450 raised, which is fantastic. Many 
thanks to all of you who came along. Not forgetting 
the PTFA members who work so hard to make these 
events work! 
 
At present we are waiting to discover how much our 
'bag 2 school' raised, I was amazed how many people 
turned up with bags on the morning. I can tell you 
that the van collecting it was intending to collect 
from two schools, but we had so much he had to 
return to the depot to empty ours before he was able 
to collect from the second school! A fantastic effort 
for a small community, so again, thank you for your 
support. As soon as we have a figure I will let you 
know! 
 
The Christmas fete was lots of fun for everyone. We 
are unsure of the final figure raised as we go to press, 
but will be sure to let you know in February's Focus! 

 
We may have done well with our fundraising, but 
what do we do with it all? Well, the school library is 
now complete, and looks amazing, this was funded 
by the PTFA, including building works. 
 
The school also now has a music/one to one learning 
room, helped along by the PTFA and thanks to 
Jacqui Askew & Sara Burnand who put a lot of time 
& effort into co-ordinating everything. 
 
We have funded a coach and sweets/drinks for the 
Christmas Pantomime trip, and subsidised Santa's 
gifts & the end of term disco. 
 
We also lease laptops for the children, which is paid 
for by our monthly cake stall at the Saturday market. 
 
Our next fundraiser will be a quiz night on Friday 5th 
February, tickets are priced at £6 to include supper, 
bring your own team or create one when you arrive! 
We hope to see you there. 

Lisa Browning 

 
 

 

The Dolphin group at the Thorverton Arms 
 
Early November saw the 1st meeting of the Dolphin 
group one Thursday morning at the Thorverton Arms 
where we had a good welcome and a good cup of 
coffee. 
 
The group started small but enthusiastically and the 
numbers are slowly growing but there's room for 
more. 
 
We've covered a range of topics: local social history 
- one person remembers collecting the milk twice a 
day from the dairy and the Sunday roast from the 
bakers! 
 
An illustrated talk on birds had the group gripped 
and on the look out for wrens queuing up to roost in 
old nesting boxes a dozen at a time. 
 
We've chosen a book 'The Shell Seekers' by 
Rosamunde Pilcher as our first reading group book to 
read or listen to. 
 
And of course we've talked, drunk coffee and tea, 
shared experiences, information and had a laugh. 

 
So for 2010 we have big plans:- 
 
We've booked 3 sessions of seated exercise to music, 
we hope to make our reading group a regular 
happening (do you have a book to recommend?) and 
will be having another talk on birds including 
summer visitors and nesting sites. 
 
So please join us on Thursday mornings 10:30 at the 
Thorverton Arms for any or all of the sessions: 
 
Jan. 7th - Catch up & look ahead; anything to share, 
bring it along  
Jan. 14th - Reading group, The Shell Seekers 
Jan. 21st - Seated exercise with Ken 
Jan. 28th - Local, social history 
 
The Dolphin group has been set up by Upstream, for 
more information about Upstream or the group 
please call Upstream on 01363 778029. 
 

Gilly Haysom 
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Thorverton Art Group 

 
 
Members and guests of Thorverton Art Group were 
pleased to welcome local artist and illustrator John 
Haysom at the end of November for another 
demonstration session. In little more than 3 hours 
John created two superb paintings, which he 
modestly asserted were but draft sketches, to show us 
the techniques he uses. After fixing his charcoal 
pencil sketches he deftly applied colour oil glazes to 
create images with so much feeling that we just knew 
the subject of one painting was named Gaston. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
On 11th December 15 members and guests enjoyed 
the Group's Annual Dinner of traditional festive 
fayre at The Bell Inn. One again Jeremy and crew did 
not disappoint us; with piping hot tasty freshly 
cooked food, and the best roast potatoes for miles!     
 
The group welcomes new members - our new term 
starts on Friday 15 January. We meet at Thorverton 
Memorial Hall from 09:30 - the first week is free if 
you'd like to give it a try - we even have a supply of 
painting materials and a small library of practical 
books on painting to help you get started! 
 

Barrie Phillips 

 

  

Nature Notes 
 
Last month I mentioned I had received the 2010 
Biodynamic Sowing and Planting Calendar and I 
cannot pick out any weather trends. My sister 
pointed out to me there is an explanation in the book. 
The weather trends related to the author’s local 
position in Dexbach, Germany although they 
generally held for this country.The book is now read 
worldwide and the author has deliberately made no 
reference to weather patterns. The author hopes to 
put something in place for the 2011 edition so until 
then I probably won't have much to say about the 
weather except for the next paragraph! 
 
For the past few years we have had bad summers but 
this is about to change for 2010 or so I hope. I was 
told third-hand that the bad summers were due to 
having three different moons in a month in a given 
year, i.e. June 2007 had two full and one new, 
August 2008 had two new and one full and 
December 2009 had two full moons and one new 
moon. 2010 has only one new moon and one full 
moon in every month.  
 
Birds have already stripped most of the berries of 
holly, spindle, cotoneaster and pyracantha. In 
November the holly tree on the edge of the 
churchyard was first feasted on by Blackbirds and  
 
 

 
 
 
Pigeons starting higher up in the tree where they felt 
safe. Towards the end of the month Fieldfares began 
to take a share of the scarlet fruit. 
 
Celandines are already in flower at the base of the 
hedge that backs onto the gardens of Cleaves Close 
in Raddon Lane.  
 
On 13th December between 5 and 5.30am I saw six 
shooting stars during a 10-minute period. The sky 
was so clear and then the moon was rising above the 
horizon in the south east, only visible because the 
dawn sun was striking a thin orange glowing arc on 
the moon's surface. 
 
Once again the RSPB is holding its Birdwatch in 
January. Count the number of birds that land in your 
garden during one hour on 30th or 31st January. 
Remember to put out bird food to encourage birds to 
visit the garden. If you have internet access for full 
details go to www.rspb.org.uk/birdwatch/getready  or 
you can use the sheet provided on the next page. 
Then send your observations to the RSPB via their 
web site or email. 
 
Happy New Year. 

 

Jenny Garne 
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Tree O'Clock World Record Tree Planting Attempt 
 
Eleven adults and three children (accompanied by 
three well-behaved dogs) met at the Millennium 
Green on Saturday, 5th December 2009 in time to 
start planting saplings during the specified hour of 
11am to 12 noon. During that time our enthusiastic 
team planted 17 saplings, comprising: 1 Holm(e) 
oak, 1 rowan, 2 beech, 5 red dogwood, 2 green 
dogwood and 6 spindle. 
 
Everyone involved was rewarded not only by being 
able to help enhance our environment and benefit 
wildlife, but also with an enjoyable morning with, 
thankfully, no rain - a real bonus considering the 
weather we had been experiencing. 
 
Many thanks to everyone who came and supported 
this event, and with special thanks to the three 
youngest team members - Rowena, Milly and Sophie 
- whose help was greatly appreciated. A special 
mention also to Richard Turner-Warwick who made 
our task so much easier by transporting the saplings, 
compost, garden implements etc. using his small 
tractor and trailer, and to Helen Pope (our 

independent witness) who kindly invited everyone to 
her home for hot drinks after the work was 
completed. The coffee and scones were delicious. 
 

 
 
I will send an update to Focus when the BBC 
Breathing Places staff have verified all the UK tree 
planting data, and have confirmed whether the 
current World Record, held by the Philippines since 
2006, of 653,143 trees being planted in an hour has 
been exceeded. 

 

Ros Brimacombe 

Tree planting organiser 
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Tales of Old Thorverton 
 

The Trouble with Sam 

by Stretton Taborn 

 
The Rainbow Children coughed and shuffled 
uncomfortably, as if in anticipation of a rendering by 
the Church Choir of the Horst Wessel Lied. 
 
Anthea and Dolly exchanged glances. 
 
"For those of you new to our Circle," Brenda 
announced, gesticulating to a black box on the floor, 
"I use a specially adapted cassette recorder to record 
the voices of such of the Departed who wish to 
communicate from beyond the Veil. And I believe I 
can say without fear of contradiction that this 
evening's message will be of especial interest to one 
Member here tonight." 
 
She switched the machine on. The tiny loudspeaker 
spluttered into a hiss of static. Brenda's request 
regarding the identity of the message's recipient was 
succeeded by a low-pitched wheezing noise, 
interspersed with periods of gargling and strangled 
plops and whistles. 
 
"There!" Brenda declaimed triumphantly. 'Anthea'! 
Unmistakeably 'Anthea'." 
 
Anthea's face turned white. "It's Mr Spock," she 
whispered to Dolly. "I just know it is." 
 
"Don't be silly," Dolly said with a frown. "Dogs don't 
talk. Not even dead ones." 
 
Anthea sniffed and fumbled in her handbag for a 
hankie. "But it would be so like him. I'm sure he 
misses his mummy, just like she misses him." 
 
"And now…" Brenda waived her arms climatically, 
"…now for the message itself!" 
 
A repeat performance of gurgles and hisses was 
followed by an embarrassed silence. 
 
"Well, perhaps I should interpret then," said Brenda, 
somewhat taken aback at the lack of audience 
response. 
 
"Happiness and Greetings.' (Actually I'm not too sure 
about that bit, it could have been 'Accidents and 
Greetings,' only that doesn't make much sense, does 
it?). 'Your luck will change. A Sam shall enter your 

life. Love and affection shall be your lot.' (Not 'a lot', 
I think, though I have to admit it did sound like that.) 
 
"Now wasn't that really nice? I mean, could you wish 
for anything nicer than that?" 
 
"Well," said Dolly afterwards when she and her 
friend had left the WI Hut and were making their 
way down Bullen Street on their way home, "it 
would be nice, wouldn't it? You've been alone five 
years now after all, ever since Rubin died." 
 
"But I had Spockie until last week. He was much 
nicer than any man. Besides, I'm happy being alone. 
And I certainly don't want a husband. I'm happy as I 
am." 
 
"I do sympathise, Anthea, I really do. But I'm sure it 
won't be as bad as you think. You'll just come across 
him when you least expect it and you'll be head over 
heals in love before you can say 'Jack Robinson'. Que 
será será and all that." 
 
Anthea sighed. She had had quite different plans for 
her twilight years. 
 
The death of Anthea's yorkie at the ripe old age of 
sixteen years had, unlike that of Rubin, left its mark, 
and she resolved to find a new companion just as 
soon as a decent period of mourning had passed. 
 
In the meantime she had to live with her own 
thoughts, and try as she might to resume the routine 
of her retirement she found that this Sam business 
got between her and her old pleasures at the most 
inopportune times. What Sams did she know 
already? There was Sam May, the butcher on the 
Green, but he was married. There was Sam 
Something-or-Other the milkman, who weighed in at 
nineteen stone, and Sam Turner from Silverton who 
did odd jobs in the garden and was about as 
appealing as a compost heap. 
 
Even one of the Rainbow Children was called Sam, 
but she couldn't imagine losing any sleep over him. 
 
But lose sleep she certainly did, simply worrying 
about the awful creature who was about to disturb 
the placidity of her retirement. She just hated the 
man already, though that was a most un-New Age 
sentiment to have. 
 
By the time the anniversary of Mr Spock's demise 
(which she had set at one month) finally arrived, she 
had still, to her relief, not cast eyes upon her future 
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mate. Now the next step in her life was about to be 
taken. 
 
With a mixture of trepidation and excitement she 
entered the portals of the Blue Cross with Dolly at 
her side. It was while they were standing in front of 
one of the cages admiring a particularly vicious 
terrier when a good-looking gentleman in his early 
sixties approached. 
 
Dolly's face lit up with a broad smile of recognition. 
 
"Oh, hello Sam," she said. "I didn't know you worked 
here." 
 
Anthea was neither young nor agile, but she had 
disappeared round the nearest corner before either of 
them had an inkling of what was going on. 
 
It was some moments before she realised that a large 
canine of uncertain heritage was gazing up at her 
with what looked suspiciously like amusement in its 
eyes, as if intrigued by the sight of a plump and out-
of-breath lady slumped against his cage. 
 

Anthea looked at him, and he looked at Anthea. 
 
"Really, I ask you!" she gasped. "Sam this and Sam 
that, and Sam everywhere you turn!" 
 
The dog gave a cry that sounded something like a 
whoop of recognition. 
 
Anthea bent down and studied him closely. 
 
"Sam?" she said. "Sam?" 
 
The animal wagged its tail furiously and barked. 
 
A smile spread across her face. "So you're Sam, are 
you? You're my date with destiny! It was you, all 
along!" 
 
She could hardly stop laughing now. 
 
"Well, Sam old chap," she said, rattling the cage 
door. "One thing's as sure as eggs is eggs. I'll never 
have to look at another man now as long as I live!" 
 

 

Thorverton and District History Society 
 

St Stephen's Church 

 
Professor Bob Snowden's talk on St Stephen's 
Church chronicled its history over 1000 years, to its 
present reincarnation as a centre for the community. 
 
First mentioned in the Domesday Book, as belonging 
to the Bishop of Exeter, it was sold during the 
Commonwealth and its Saxon crypt used as stables. 
The crypt survives to the present day and was last 
officially accessed in 1826. 
 
In 1930's the Diocese wanted to sell the Church to 
the encircling Bobby's departmental store, but the 
congregation response was a firm "no". The next 
significant attack came from the Luftwaffe in May 
1942. Whilst most of central Exeter was razed to the 
ground St Stephens miraculously survived. It 
reopened its doors in 1943 providing a place of 
worship for congregations from surrounding 
churches that had been less fortunate. 
 
Whilst Cathedrals epitomise the power of the 
Church, St Stephen's emphasis has been on people, 
adopting a policy of openness in early 1970's by 
removing its restricting pews and offering a warm 

welcome to the wider community. The St Stephens 
project has now taken this openness to a new level 
providing a multifunctional space in a 1000-year-old 
building at the hub of a highly commercialised and 
bustling city centre. 
 
Securing the building from the elements and decay, 
and adapting the space to its developing multi-use 
has been interesting and rewarding, if at times a little 
frustrating. Bob described the conception and 
development of the St Stephens Project, the local 
fund raising and grant applications and finally the 
restoration and building phase to date. He recalled 
the nail biting fund raising timetable - on 12 
December 2006 a courier was used to rush 
documentary proof of locally raised monies to 
English Heritage's Bristol office. 
 
Preservation and alteration often involved many 
specialists, agencies and bodies, each with their own 
remit to satisfy. On taking the roof off it was 
discovered little was supporting it, with many 
timbers being charred and burnt away near the ridge - 
this is believed to have been the result of an 
incendiary through the roof in 1942, causing 
prolonged smouldering, due to lack of oxygen.  Other 
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problems were encountered such as the impaired 
stability of the tower, requiring additional internal 
scaffolding and adding £80,000 to costs. As a 
fundraiser Bob found some architectural and 
archaeological constraints difficult to accept. A 
section of unstable wall had to be rebuilt, brick by 
brick, exactly as before except some bricks had 
become friable and being of non-standard size and 

composition replacements needed to be specially 
made - only to be covered by mortar render.  
Whilst £942,000 has been raised, a further £1.6 
million is required to complete this historically 
demanding and worthwhile project that is now used 
by 86 local community organisations. 
 

Barrie Phillips 

 
 

Census Time Again 
 
Early in 2002 a comparison was made in Focus 
between the results of the 1851 census of Thorverton 
and of the just-released census of 1901. For some 
reason, decision makers did not wait for the 
traditional hundred-year gap to be maintained before 
permitting the findings of the 1911 census to be 
made public, so these became available in 2009, two 
years earlier than might have been expected. 
 
The form of the returns was quite different. Previous 
censuses listed about twenty five individuals per 
page, for each of whom the paid enumerator recorded 
a single line showing name, age, sex, position in 
household (e.g., Head, niece, Boarder), occupation, 
place of birth and disabilities (e.g., "deaf from birth", 
" imbecile"). In 1911, by contrast, a one-page form 
was delivered to each household and the details were 
entered personally by the head. It was still a one-line 
entry but it contained extra columns for noting how 
many children married women had borne and how 
many of them were still alive. While the column on 
disabilities still remained, whatever was written there 
has now, in these more squeamish times, been 
blanked out, censored. The most welcomed 
consequence of the change of format has been that 
many family historians have had their first chance to 
see the actual handwriting of their grandparent, 
great-grandparent, or even great-great-grandparent. 
Other consequences are that the results are spread 
over many more sheets of paper - 190 for Thorverton 
in 1911 as opposed to 32 in 1901 - and that they take 
very much longer to examine and transcribe. 
 
The population of this parish, already reduced from 
1474 in 1851 to 813 in 1901, was still further down. 
There were now 734 inhabitants. For the first time, 
fewer had been born in the parish than outside it, 
while of the adults almost two-thirds had started life 
elsewhere. Not that elsewhere was necessarily far 
away. 88% had been born in Devon and 15% in 
Cornwall or Somerset. Those among the remaining 
7% with the most exotic birthplaces were the wife of 
a retired Rear Admiral (Sydney, Australia), a 
housekeeper at Thorverton House (Guernsey), and a  

 
 
 
high school teacher on a visit (Aberdeen), with 
Worcester, Chester and Stoke-on-Trent closest in 
pursuit. 
 
The men were still occupied mainly in trade or 
agriculture. There were twenty farmers and 
dairymen, with a further seventy labourers, 
waggoners, carters, cattlemen and a shepherd - those 
who would once have been grouped together as "ag 
labs", agricultural labourers, and who had been twice 
as numerous fifty years earlier. The tradesmen 
provided traditional services as butchers, bakers, 
masons, carpenters, a dozen or more gardeners 
commercial or domestic, and similar. The only more 
modern-sounding workers were the traction engine 
driver who had already been here in 1901, an 
engineer at the mill, and a motor engineer, a hint, if 
no more, of the existence of cars. There were clergy, 
both active and in retirement, retired officers and a 
retired tea planter and colonial civil servant, and one 
rather impressive "Collector of the King's Taxes" 
who commuted between Thorverton and London by 
train every week. Many of the elderly were still at 
work, though a handful reported "private means" 
rather than an occupation and a few had army or 
naval pensions. A new category in 1911 was Old Age 
Pensioner but only four of the thirty men aged over 
70 appeared to qualify. 
 
Women's opportunities were as limited as ever. Mrs 
Pride at the Dolphin was a "hotel proprietress"; one 
was a teacher at the school and two teenagers were 
pupil teachers; one was a district nurse at the age of 
89; and all the rest, if any occupation at all was 
recorded, were housekeepers, cooks and housemaids, 
dressmakers, charwomen (or "formerly charwoman" 
in the case of most of the few female OAPs), or they 
were simply "assisting" their husbands or fathers in 
their trades. 
 
Nine of the men would soon die in the Great War. 
 

Ian Stoyle 
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The Exe Descent 
 
I used to look forward to the Exe Descent which took 

place each autumn.  I found the following article by 

the Exeter Canoe Club which tells something about 

the event and explains why it is no longer held (I 

have edited this). 

 
From 1968 to 2006 Exeter Canoe Club was probably 
best known to most paddlers as the organisers of the 
Exe Descent down river race. The Exe Descent was 
run over a roughly 19 mile section of the River Exe 
from Salmon Ponds weir in Tiverton to the Quay in 
Exeter. With up to 9 weirs and numerous rapids to 
shoot, dozens of tight bends, several bridges and 
literally hundreds of other natural obstacles to 
negotiate, the ‘Descent’ was justifiably considered a 
tough challenge for both paddler and boat.  For many 
paddlers just completing the course was considered a 
huge achievement.  For paddlers from all over the 
country and indeed abroad, there was no question 
where they would be the first weekend after 
Armistice Sunday. They would be in Devon for the 
Exe Descent. 
 
It would be impossible to estimate how many people 
competed in the 30 odd races held. At one time it 
was possible to see 500+ boats at the start. In the 
later years, in the region of 200 was the norm. So it’s 
any ones guess, but there must tens of thousands out 
there who have been touched by the Exe Descent at 
some time. 
 
With all this history, you can see that the decision, 
made in early 2007, to permanently cancel the Exe 
Descent was not lightly arrived at. For several years 
the organising committee in particular and the club in 
general had been struggling to run the event in the 
manner which they knew it needed to be run in the 
modern world. 
 
The main concerns related to safety. The ever-
deteriorating condition of several of the weirs 
(evidenced by Thorverton Weir breaching and 
washing away during the winter of 1999/2000) had 
for long been a worry. Although they all remain 
shootable, some of the weirs require great care in 
selecting a line, which is not always possible under 
race conditions.  Of equal concern was the 
increasingly overgrown condition of the riverbanks 
throughout. Not only increasing the risk of a swim in 
many places, but also making self rescue very 
difficult. The same increase in trees and undergrowth 

was also making bank-side rescue with throwlines 
almost impossible below several of the weirs. 
  
Which brings us to the main stumbling block, 
manpower.  To stage the race took approximately 
110 people on the riverbank and in or on the water. 
This figure just about provides safety cover at the 
(now) 8 weirs, together with marshals, scrutineers 
and last boat crew (to act as sweepers and release the 
safety cover as the race moves down the river). To 
this total must be added people to man booking-in, 
start and finish, as well as process the results and 
provide refreshments. These were all volunteers. In 
addition to these we hired in first aid and 
communications cover specialists.  Over the years we 
found it more and more difficult to get people from 
both within and outside the club to commit to turning 
up.  After all, we were able to offer little more than 
goodwill and maybe a pasty and who wants to spend 
maybe four hours stood in the river at Cowley in late 
November? 
  
It was with massive regret that Exeter Canoe Club 
stopped the Exe Descent. But there were and remain 
huge obstacles to it being run safely, for all entrants 
in all classes of boat, and we could no longer justify 
the risk.   So there will be no Exe Descent in the 
future organised by Exeter Canoe Club.  We have 
had enquires from various bodies and persons over 
the years regarding resurrecting the event, but they 
have nearly all been looking at staging a much 
smaller event and have still come to nought. 
 

Exeter Canoe Club 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Canoists coming over Thorverton Weir in 1998 
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Christmas Lights in Thorverton 
 

 
 

       
 

         
 

Photos by Emily Lane and Chris Jones 
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Thorverton Parish Information 
 

AIR AMBULANCE EMERGENCY - QUOTE NATIONAL GRID REFERENCE 
RECREATION GROUND – Sheet 192 SS 923019   MEMORIAL HALL FIELD – Sheet 192 SS 926019 

 
Bus services              See inside back cover 
Carers' Support Group Anne Higman, Wyndham House Surgery, Silverton. 860034. 
     Meetings - 3rd Wednesday of month, Wyndham House, 2.30-4.30 p.m. 
Church (C of E)   The Revd. Douglas Dettmer, The Rectory, Thorverton.  860332 

     The Revd. Sue Sheppard, Associate Minister, Autumn Haze, Rewe, 01392 841284 
     The Revd Hilary Dawson, Assistant Curate, The Vicarage, Stoke Canon, 01392 841928 
     Mrs Linda Dalton, Administration Manager, 07594 714590, linda.netherexe@btinternet.com 

 Church Wardens Peter Colebrook, Ockero, Thorverton.  861019.  
     Edwin Greed, Fortescue, Netherexe.  841231. 
 Consort   Mary Thomas, 1 The Glebe, Thorverton.  860730. 
 P.C.C. Treasurer  Jean Brown, Rydal Cottage, Bullen Street. 861176. 
 Friends of Thorverton Parish Church Trust   Emmie Aird, Kirkfoard, The Berry, Thorverton. 
Church (Baptist)  The Revd. Maurice Harrison, 01884 258599. 
    Secretary Phyllis Langdon,  860932.  

Services, notice board or Focus. 
County Councillor  Cllr. Mr. M. Lee.  01363 772671. 
District Councillor  Cllr. Mr. R. M. Deed.  01392 861258. 
Doctors     Dr  Jon Wride & Lynne Anderson / Drs Stead, O’Brien & Ziegler 
Electricity (Western Power) Report a loss of power: 0800 365 900   Bill Enquiries: 0800 365 000 
      Street lights 0870 556 1851  
Friends of Thorverton & Silverton Surgeries    Christine Walker,  881501 
Gas Emergency   0800 111999 
Leonard Trust   Chairman: R Hughes. Secretary: Mrs. E Hughes, 3 Dinham Mews, Exeter EX4 4EF 
Library (Exeter Mobile)      EVERY WEDNESDAY, 2.55pm to 3.15pm  in the Quarry Car Park 
Newspaper Reporter (Express & Echo)   Jane Ristic, 53 Silver Street, Thorverton.  860054 
Parish Council Chairman Cllr. Michael Ayre,  
Parish Clerk    Mrs Jane Lane, Stable House, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton.  861062. 
Parish Council Meetings 2nd Tuesday of month, at The Memorial Hall, 7.30 pm. 
Parish Allotments  Contact the Parish Clerk - 861062 
Parish Council Notice Board Situated in School Lane, opposite the Thorverton Arms. 
       IMPORTANT!- PLANNING APPLICATION NOTICES ARE DISPLAYED HERE. 
Pension Service  PO Box 93,  Plymouth  PL6 5WJ.      0845 60 60 265 
Police    Central Switchboard 24 Hours:  0845 2777444.  
Post Office Portacabin (TCT Ltd)  Quarry Car Park, Thorverton  EX5 5NG.   860455 
     Mon. to Fri :  9 am.-1.00 pm.,    2 pm.– 5.30 pm.  
     Sat: 9 am.-12 noon      Sun:  9 am - 10.30 am for newspaper sales only 
     Business Manager:     Jill Blewett, Faircop, Jericho St, Thorverton 
     Chair and Company Secretary: Heather Kershaw, 25 The Glebe, 860419 
Public Telephone Kiosk Opposite the Church, outside the Bell Inn, Dinneford  St. 
School (C of E Primary)  Head Teacher: Tania Markham   860374. 
School Governors  Chair: Clive Hamblin Clerk: Jane Ristic, 53 Silver St.  860054 
School P.T.F.A.   Chair: Lisa Browning, 860609   Secretary: Hannah James, 861075 
     Treasurer: Damon Gill, 860176  
South West Water  24 Hour Emergency: 0800 169 1144.           Helpline: 0800 169 1133. 
Thorverton Millennium Chair: Dame Margaret Turner-Warwick, Pynes House,  
  Green Trust Silver Street  861173     Hon. Secretary: Shirley Hoole. 
Tiverton Volunteer Centre 28, Gold Street, Tiverton  EX16 6PY.  Judy Seymour, 01884 255734. 
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Thorverton Organisations 
 

Amateur Dramatic Society     Chair: Simon Ette, 861349 
  Secretary: Tori Elston, 881969 
  Meetings - Last Wednesday of each month at the W.I. Hut. 
Art Group  Barrie Phillips, Crossmead, School Lane, Thorverton. 860529  
  Meet Fridays during term-time at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 am-12.00. 
Arts Exchange Louise Page, Campion Cottage, Jerico St, 860509. 

  Monthly meetings in members’ homes at 8.0 pm. (see Diary) 
Association Football Club  Chairman: Andy Harris, 01392 851664 
  Secretary: David Gregory, 2 The Orchard, Brampford Speke, 841803. 
Bridge Circle Graeme Culshaw, 3 The Glebe, Thorverton 860203.  
  Meets 1st/3rd/5th Fridays at the W.I. Hut from 7.00 p.m.. 
Brownies’ Leader Hannah James, 0789 403 7133. 
  Meet Fridays during term-time at the W.I. Hut, 5.30-7.00 pm. 
Church Flower Club Meetings as advertised. 
Cricket Club Chair: Charles Kislingbury, Arley House, 19 Church St, Silverton.  860270 
     Secretary: M C Denford, 14 Moorlands, Tiverton EX16 6UF 01884 255076 
  Fixture Sec: J Meredith, 190 Mincinglake Rd, Exeter EX4 7DS 01392 272504 
Focus Magazine Chair: John Carter, Rewe.  841237 
  Editor: Neville Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062. 
  Secretary: Jane Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062. 
  Treasurer:  Barbara Uglow, 14 Cleaves Close, Thorverton. 860614. 
   Focus deliveries – John Carter, Rewe.  841237 
Friends of Silverton & Thorverton Surgeries 
  Coffee Mornings in The Royal British Legion Club, Silverton 
  held on the LAST THURSDAY of every month except December.  
Golf Society Players of Thorverton Care of Exeter Inn, 01392 860206 
History Society Chair: Bill Stamper, Dunelm, Raddon, Thorverton. 860214 
  Secretary: Phyllis Langdon, Ferndale, Bullen Street, Thorverton. 860932. 
Ladies Group Meet 2nd Thursday of month,  (Venue and time - see Focus Notices). 
Memorial Hall Committee  Chair: Mr Mike Shelton. Fir Tree House, Bullen Street. 861027. 
  Treasurer: John White, Waters Ford, Milford Lane. 860827. 
  Secretary & Bookings:  Jean White, Waters Ford, Milford Lane. 860827. 
Memorial Hall Market 2nd Saturday of the month, at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 - 11.00 am. 
Thorverton Pre-School   Contact: Sarah Mitchell (chair): 860450. 
  Mon 9.30am-12pm, Tues/Weds 9.30am-12pm & Lunch Club 12pm-1pm,  
  Thurs 9.15-11.45am; 12.45pm- 3.15pm & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm. during term-time, at Memorial Hall. 
Thorverton Ambling, Rambling and Tramping Society (TARTS) 
  Contacts : Caroline Prince 07749 775304 or Jean Brown 861176 
  See notices of walks in Old Post Office Window Bullen Street. 
Toddler Group Contact : Nic Fice 860318. 
  Wednesdays, during term-time, at the W.I. Hut, 9.45 a.m.-11.45.  
Rainbows  Contact Jean Pearn  860105, Penny Fice  861136,  
  Term-time, Tuesdays  4-5 pm at the W.I. Hut. 
Royal British Legion Chairman / Hon. sec:  Bill Stamper,  Dunelm,  Raddon, Thorverton. 860214 
  Hon. Treasurer: Emmie Aird. 
Women’s Institute Secretary: Susan  Maguire    01392 860631 
  Bookings:  Susan Maguire    01392 860631. 
  W.I. Meeting. 1st Tuesday of the month at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
  Whist, 3rd Tuesday of the month, at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
W.I. Market & Coffee   4th Saturday of the month at the W.I. Hut. 10.00 am. to 11.00 am. 
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Doctors’ Surgeries 
 

THE EXE VALLEY PRACTICE 
 

Dr JON WRIDE and Dr LYNNE ANDERSON 
 

 The Surgery, The Berry,   The Surgery, 3 Coach Road,  
 THORVERTON EX5 5NT  SILVERTON EX5 4JL 
 Tel: 01392 860273 (24 hours)  Tel: 01392 860176 (in surgery hours) 
 Fax: 01392 860654  Fax: 01392 861598 

www.exevalleypractice.co.uk 

Surgery Hours 
 

Mon. 2.30  -   4.30    Mon.     9.00  - 11.00  
Tue. 3.30  -   5.30             Tue.      9.00  - 11.00  
Wed. 10.30  - 11.30   Wed.     3:30 -    5:30   
Thu. 3.00  -   5.00               Thu.      9.00  -  11.00  
Fri. 9.00  - 12.00               Fri.        3.00  -    5.00 
 

The Surgeries are OPEN at the following times 
 

Mon.   8.30  - 12.45  &  2.00  - 6.00               Mon.      8.45  - 12.30 
Tue.    8.30  - 12.45  &  2.00  - 6.00               Tue.      8.45  - 12.00 
Wed.   8.30  - 12.45  &  2.00  - 5.00             Wed.        3.00  -   6.00 
Thu.    8.30  - 12.45  &  2.00  - 6.00        Thu.          8.45  - 12.30 
Fri.      8.30  - 12.45  &  2.00  - 4.00         Fri.           2.00  -   6.00 
 

REPEAT PRESCRIPTIONS  (Monday – Friday)   Please note that 48 hours notice is required for ALL 
repeat prescriptions.  Repeat Prescription line:    01392 861622 
 

 

 

WYNDHAM HOUSE SURGERY,  Fore Street,  SILVERTON,  EX5 4HZ 
Telephone 01392 860034                   www.wyndhamhousesurgery.co.uk 

Dispensary Hours:     Monday to Thursday:     09.00 – 13.00  &  14.00 – 18.00 
                                   Friday:                            09.00 – 13.00  &  14.00 – 17.00 

Please note The doctors are happy to speak to you on the phone instead of an appointment. Please 
request this from reception when you telephone. 
 Dr Jonathan STEAD Dr Anthony O’BRIEN Dr Emma ZIEGLER 
 
Monday 09.00 - 11.00 08.30 - 10.30   
 15.30 - 17.30 15.00 -  17.30      

Tuesday 09.00 - 11.00 09.00 -  12.00     
 15.30 - 17.30 15.00 -  17.30      

Wednesday 09.00 - 11.00  09.00 - 11.00  
 15.30 - 17.30  15.00 - 17.00   

Thursday  09.00 - 12.00 09.00 - 11.00   

Friday 09.00 - 11.00 09.00 - 12.00 09.00 - 11.00 
 Alt. weeks *15.00 - 16.00 Alt. weeks   
  (Urgent cases only)*      
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Waste Collection Dates for 2010 
 
a) Recycling and brown bins   b) General refuse 
 

Generally on Mondays unless stated 

 
January 6 (Wed) and 18    January 12 (Tues) and 25 
February 1 and 15     February 8 and 22 
March 1, 15 and 29     March 8 and 22 
April 13 (Tues) and 26    April 7 (Wed) and 19 
May 10 and 24     May 4 (Tues) and 17 
June 7 and 21     June 1 (Tues), 14 and 28 
July 5 and 19     July 12 and 26 
August 2, 16 and 31 (Tues)    August 9 and 23 
September 13 and 27    September 6 and 20 
October 11 and 25     October 4 and 18 
November 8 and 22     November 1, 15 and 29 
December 6 and 20     December 13 and 29 (Wed) 
 

 
 
 

 

 

Bus services 
Turner's Tours / Carmel Coaches (bus 678)  Mon-Fri. 10.09 from The Berry and the Baptist Chapel.  
Return 13.35 from Exeter bus station, Stand 5. 
 

Stagecoach (service 55B) Mon-Sat (except Bank Holidays)  
To Tiverton  07.54 (07.57 on Saturday), 08.55, 10.40, 12.40 14.40, 17.40, 18.20 from The Berry and Broadlands.  
Return from Tiverton bus station. 07.25, 09.30, 11.25, 13.25, 15.15, 18.30. 
 
To Exeter 07.53, 09.57 (10.02 on Saturday), 11.52, 13.52, 15.42 (15.52 on Saturday), 18.55 from The Berry and 
Broadlands.  
Return from Exeter bus station. 07.30, 08.30, 10.15, 12.15, 14.15, 17.15, 17.55  
 

Stagecoach 55 service runs every half-hour in each direction along the Exeter-Tiverton road, stopping at the 
Thorverton turn (the Ruffwell).  Please consult Stagecoach 55 Group timetable for details of this service. 
 

Stagecoach free service to Somerfield's, Broadclyst, from Broadlands on Tuesdays 14.00. 
 

Stagecoach offers a variety of concessions for regular commuters, shoppers, children, students and jobseekers as 
well as one-day unlimited-use Explorer tickets. Further details from Stagecoach: 01392 427711 or 01803 664500 
or www.stagecoachbus.com or www.devon.gov.uk/devonbus. 
 

Devonbus Timetable Information: call Traveline  0870 608 2 608  Timetables available at the Post Office 



Focus on Thorverton 27 Vol. 41 No. 1 - January 2010 

 

Diary 2010 
Please notify FOCUS Editor of additions or changes. 

(Email: focusonthorverton@yahoo.co.uk or phone Neville Lane on 861062) 

 
 

JANUARY 

Tues 5th Public Meeting to discuss Thorverton churchyard, Memorial Hall, 7.30 pm. 
Thurs 7th Dolphin Group, at Thorverton Arms, 10.30 am (and successive Thursday mornings) 
Sat 9th Saturday Market, Memorial Hall, 9.30-11.00 am 
Mon 11th Allotment holders' meeting, at Exeter Inn, 8.00 pm. 
Thurs 14th Ladies Group Dinner  
Fri 15th Thorverton Arts Group term begins, Memorial Hall 9.30 am. 
Fri 22nd History Society AGM and Members' evening, WI Hut, 7.30 p.m. 
Sun 24th Senior Citizens' Sunday Lunch, Memorial Hall, 1.00 p.m. 
Thurs 28th Arts Exchange, Scotland, at Stable House, 8.00 p.m. 
 

FEBRUARY 
Fri 5th  PTFA Quiz Night, School Hall, 7.30 pm. 
Thurs 18th Arts Exchange, Dates, at Okero, 8.00 pm. 
Sat 20th Thorverton Wheelers and Tourers’ Charity Ball with the Thorvertones, at the Exeter Inn, 8.00 pm. 
 

MARCH 

Thurs 11th Arts Exchange, Winds, at Cubberley House, 8.00 pm. 
 

APRIL 

Mon 12th Allotment holders' meeting, at Exeter Inn, 8.00 pm. 
Thurs 15th Arts Exchange, Weddings, at 25 The Glebe, 8.00 pm. 
 

MAY 

Thurs 27th Arts Exchange, Pastoral/Bucolic, at Newcourt Farmhouse, 8.00 pm. 

 

JUNE 
Thurs 17th Arts Exchange, Uplifting, at Pynes House, 8.00 pm. 
 

JULY 
Mon 12th Allotment holders' meeting, at Exeter Inn, 8.00 p.m. 
Thurs 22nd Arts Exchange, Water, venue to be announced, 8.00 p.m. 
 

OCTOBER 

Mon 11th Allotment holders' meeting, at Exeter Inn, 8.00 p.m. 
 


