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At the present time Focus is produced each month except one (August) and is assembled by volunteers on the last 

working day of the month. 

 

The Editor welcomes interesting news items, reports etc. for publication. Items for inclusion in Focus should be 

accompanied by the name of the originator, which may be withheld from print if requested.  

 

Important note for contributors 

Items for publication,  adverts,  changes to adverts,  Diary entries,  changes to Thorverton Information lists should 

be sent to the Editor, preferably as plain text in an email, or as an OpenOffice odt file or a Word doc file or a pdf 

file email attachment (to focusonthorverton@yahoo.co.uk) for the January 2011 edition, by the 18
th

 December 

please. 

 Computer file formats: We prefer plain text files, .ODT files, .DOC files, .RTF files and .WPS files because our 

production team have software that can read such files. BMP and JPEG files are preferred for advertisements and 

pictures.  

Photographs: colour photographs, without too much dark shadow, can be printed in black/white shades (enlarged 

or reduced) to a reasonably fair standard.  

 

Poster Type Advertisements: maximum size is half an A4 page. 

 

Text for advertisements should be prepared as near as possible to how it is intended to appear. 

Pictures must be supplied as required on the advertisement. 

 

COMMERCIAL ADVERTISEMENTS 

 Maximum dimensions COST per ENTRY FULL YEAR (11 entries) 

Half page 18.2 cm x 12.2 cm £4.00   £40.00 

Quarter page 8.5 cm x 12.2 cm £2.00   £20.00 

One-eighth  page 8.5 cm x 5.8 cm   £1.00   £10.00 

 

LOCAL ORGANISATION and CHARITIES ADVERTISEMENTS 

  COST per ENTRY 

Half page          £3.00 

Quarter or one-eighth page   free of charge 

(It may be possible to reduce A4 size adverts to 1/4 or 1/8 page depending on the size of text.) 

 

Front cover:  Thorverton Parish Church in the snow  

 

The opinions and views expressed by contributors within the magazine are not necessarily those of Focus 

producers and the Focus Committee. 
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Editorial 
 

You could hardly expect me not to mention the 

recent spell of very cold weather and snow.  Within 

my lifetime, this was an unusually cold December 

(though perhaps somebody will be able to prove that 

my memory is deceiving me on this point).  It does 

serve to remind those of us who work outside the 

village, and so do not usually spend too much of our 

time in Thorverton, of the value of our local services.  

Local services, whether provided through a business 

or just by goodwill, are likely to become all the more 

important as the government‘s plans to throw more 

onto local people materialise.  The cuts in county 

council funding (I have included an article on the 

Tough Choices consultation recently carried out by 

Devon County Council) and in expenditure by civil 

service departments already points to the direction 

that things are moving.  We are very fortunate indeed 

to have people prepared to run things in Thorverton 

that would otherwise just disappear. 

 

This leads to my annual thank you to the volunteer 

Focus team.  There are so many who play a part in 

putting together our village magazine, either through 

writing articles, compiling, printing and collating 

those into one magazine, gathering advertising 

revenues or delivering copies.  Thanks to all who 

have made a contribution.  Without you I would not 

be typing this editorial over Christmas!  I would like 

to give a particular mention to my unsung assistant  

editors, Rob Purvis and Eileen Mason, who have put  

 

 

 

 

up with my funny - ie annoying - ways for another 

year and to my wife, Jane, who has so ably chased 

the advertising money (allowing us to make a small 

profit out of which we have been able to contribute 

towards the funding of some local organisations this 

year).   

 

I would also like to take the opportunity to apologise 

to those of you who have submitted articles or 

messages over the past year that I have either not 

reproduced correctly – there are too many of you in 

this category for me to be able to name you all - or 

have forgotten to include at all.  I can assure you that 

almost all omissions are accidental.  I try to 

acknowledge receipt of all emails to the Focus email 

address, and will let you know in the unlikely event 

that I don‘t feel able to print what we receive. 

 

I had been expecting to have a thin edition of Focus 

this month, so am pleased to be able to present you 

with as much as we have.  I looked with pride at the 

article and photo of the Youth Football team, who 

now wear Focus sponsored shirts in their away 

matches.  We wish the team continued success. 

 

That‘s it for 2010 then.  I wish you all a very good 

2011.  I‘m not going to make too many resolutions 

for 2011, but if you do make any I hope that they 

come good. 

 

Neville Lane Editor 
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Letters 
 From Sue Vooght, Sherwood 
To all my friends and neighbours.  Sorry I missed the 

deadline for December Focus. I hope you all had an 

enjoyable Christmas. I now wish you a very happy 

and healthy New Year. 

 

From Penny Fice, Lynch Road 
I'd just like to thank Nick Heard of Lynch Farm for 

taking the trouble to clear the roads around this part 

of the village from snow and ice with his tractor.  It 

was very much appreciated. 

 

From Alice and Frank Selley of Dark Lane 
We would like to express our thanks to T.A.D.S. for 

a stunning pantomime. We thoroughly enjoyed this 

superb fun packed production. Congratulations to 

everyone involved.  

 

From Peter Mason of The Glebe 

Following my recent advert I am pleased to say 

we now have a complete clarinet quartet. So - 

thank you Focus for a wonderful service. (If 

anyone else is interested in playing with us 

please contact me.) 

 

 

From Peter Thomas, The Glebe 
A big thank you to everyone who has cheered me up 

during my recent hospital stay and subsequent return 

home - visiting me, waving to me on my recent 

walks, and also helping Mary with the shopping. 

Hope to see you more frequently in 2011. 

 

 

From John and Bryony Coles, Fursdon Mill 

Cottage 
Our thanks to all the Cadbury and Thorverton 

residents who assisted us during the deep snows of 

December, in providing transport, food, and other 

help when John needed to get to the Emergency 

Medical Unit in Exeter, and then back home again 

late on a bitterly cold night. Especial thanks to Denis 

and Barry Mildon and David Fursdon for skilful 

driving (at ground level), and to the Mildons for 

preparing a landing pad for the Sea King helicopter 

which took John to the hospital, and to Graham Cann 

and Catriona Fursdon for supplies and moral support. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parish Councillor Graham Sims gritting the road after recent snowfall 

 
Photo by a very cold Focus Editor
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Thorverton Parish Council  

Report of the December meeting of the 

Parish Council 
 

 
Affordable Housing/Settlement Limit 
Following a very informative talk just before the Council meeting from Sue Southwell, the Rural Housing Enabler 

for Mid Devon on how to progress the building of affordable homes in the village, the Council resolved to 

consider commissioning a new Housing Needs Survey at its January meeting.  The last survey was carried out in 

2004 and needs to be updated to help make the case for affordable homes.  Further details about this important 

survey which is likely to be issued to all households in the parish in January, can be found elsewhere in 

Focus. 

 

Planning Matters 
A.Three planning decisions had been received to date of meeting:- 

(i) Ref 10/00937/FULL. Erection of a detached dwelling, reconfiguration of public house car park and landscaping 

(Revised scheme). Land to the rear of the Thorverton Arms.  Approved. 

(ii) Ref10/01455/FULL and 10/01456/LBC. Alterations to roof. Manor Mill, Thorverton. Approved and 

consented. 

(iii) Ref10/01682/FULL. Erection of an extension. Fairoak. Approved. 

B. No planning applications had been received to date of meeting. 

C. MDDC had written to say that the Allocations and Infrastructure Development Plan Document had been 

formally adopted on 27
th
 October 2010 and would be published in its final form in January 2011. A Sustainability 

Statement had also been prepared.  Details can be found on MDDC‘s website or the associated documents can be 

viewed at the main Council Office  (Phoenix House, Tiverton) or at the Crediton Area Office (Market Street) or at 

Tiverton and Crediton libraries in January. 

 

Other Parish Matters 
 The Clerk would ask DCC to cut back shrubbery which was obscuring the sign post at Rixaford Cross, 

near the road to Shute. 

 She would also ask DCC to fill in a number of potholes that had appeared in Dinneford Street. 

 If any parishioner knows where the edging stones along the leats in Bullen Street and Dinneford Street 

came from or may be sourced, please let the Clerk or a Councillor know as DCC are having difficulty 

finding replacements. 

 The Parish Precept for the coming financial year would be set at the Council‘s January meeting. 

 Cllr Spivey has volunteered to repair the old sign post at Jubilee Green. 

 D/Cllr Deed informed the Council that MDDC had just heard that it would be losing 15.8% of its grant 

from central government, which meant that savings of £900,000 would necessary.  A further 12.9% of 

grant would be lost in the following year. 

  

The next Parish Council meeting will take place in the Memorial Hall on Tuesday, 11
th
 January 2011 at 7.30pm. 

An agenda is displayed on the parish Notice Board prior to meetings and Minutes are displayed there once they 

have been approved by Councillors.   

 

Jane Lane, Parish Clerk 
 

Telephone: 01392 861062, email:Thorvertonclerk@aol.com 
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Thorverton Parish Council 

 

Housing Needs Survey 
 

Residents will be aware that the Parish Council 

has been trying for several years to effect the 

building of more affordable homes in the village. 

Mid Devon District Council has recently started 

work on a new Development Management 

Development Plan Document (DMDPD) which 

is intended to replace some policies of the 

current Mid Devon Local Plan.  The DMDPD 

will consider, amongst other matters, revision of 

village settlement limits and it is hoped that this 

will lead to a real possibility that a number of 

affordable homes could be built in Thorverton. 

 

The Parish Council has been advised by the 

Rural Housing Enabler for Mid Devon that a 

new Housing Needs Survey needs to be 

commissioned in order to help make a case for 

these affordable homes to be built. The last 

survey was carried out in 2004 and is now out of 

date. The Parish Council is therefore intending to 

commission a survey at its January meeting.  

 

It is likely that this survey will be distributed to 

every household in the parish (possibly also 

Latchmoor and Cadbury) during the latter half of 

January. Please take the time to read through the 

survey form carefully.  It will include a section 

on the housing needs of older people. 

 

This is an important survey and your co-

operation in filling in and returning the 

completed form within the required timescale 

would be greatly appreciated.   

 

You may return your forms to a number of 

collection points around the village – details of 

which will be advertised in the next few weeks 

on the parish Notice Board and at the Post 

Office. 

 

If anyone requires any clarification about the 

above, or needs further information, please 

contact a Parish Councillor (names and 

telephone numbers are available on the parish 

Notice Board) or the Clerk by email or on the 

number below. 

 

Thank you in anticipation of your co-operation. 

 

Jane Lane, 

Parish Clerk 

 

Telephone: 01392 861062; 

email:Thorvertonclerk@aol.com 
 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

Email message from Ringmaster 

 
There have been a number of homes in and 

around Tiverton that have had external lead 

or copper piping cut off and stolen. Thieves 

are targeting several houses at a time so we 

are asking the public to be extra vigilant and 

to report any suspicious people or vehicles 

that look out of place, and to immediately 

report this to the police. If the offenders are 

still on scene contact us on 999, but if not 

please still report it but on 08452 777 444. 
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Thorverton 
Memorial Hall  
 

Holly Ball 
The Holly Ball was 

greatly enjoyed by all who attended, the 

attendance was not so good this year but that 

could have been down to the bad weather!!! 

Our thanks must go to Anjie and Abby for the 

lovely canapés and to Anjie and Rick for putting 

up the Christmas decorations. 

 

Christmas Tree Lighting 
Father Christmas found time in his busy schedule 

to visit and ably assisted by Anjie, all the 

children young and old had a lovely time turning 

the lights on, the singing of the carols was super. 

Thanks to Penny Fice for making 180 mince pies 

which she very kindly donated and to Nic Fice 

for putting all the posters up. To Claire for 

letting us use her kitchen for heating the mulled 

wine which was greatly appreciated by all who 

attended. 

 

December Market 
This was very well attended considering two 

weeks to the day would be Christmas Day. 

The Kitchen was very busy and thanks to Penny, 

Bev two Claires, Jan and Sarah for all their help. 

The 100 Club Winners for December were 

£500 - Peter Armstrong Number 89 

£100 - Betty Allen Number 41 

£50 - Ken Foxford Number 42 

PLEASE NOTE this is the last time the 100 Club 

will be drawn due to lack of support. 

 

The Draw prizes were won by 

Chicken Dinner - Carol Pearn 

Box of Chocolates Kiera Slater 

Shortbread Biscuits Peter Kelly 

An Aloe Vera Prize was kindly donated by Sylv 

Gregory and won by Dawn Thompson 

Also a Box of Shortbread was kindly donated by 

Angie Delve and won by Kiera Slater. 

 

At the end of the market Mike Shelton our 

Chairman made a presentation to John and Jean 

White to thank them both very much for all the 

hard work over the last 25 years that they have 

put in. Jean was very pleased with the cuddly toy 

that she was presented with. 

Photo of John and Jean by John Spivey 

 

As has been said before if anyone has ideas or 

suggestions of events that they would like to 

have at the Memorial Hall please let any of the 

Committee Members know. 

Finally the Hall Committee would like to thank 

everyone who helps and attends any of the events 

that we put on and wish all the Village a very 

Happy 2011 and look forward to seeing you all 

this year. 
 

THOVERTON MEMORIAL HALL 

SATURDAY MARKET  

8 JANUARY 2011 

 

9.30 - 11.00am 

 

Breakfast Bar, Fruit and Veg Stall 

Pork Stall , Cake Stalls 

Books, Jewellery, Cards, 

Bric-a-brac, Draw and more 

100 Club Draw 

 

Ref Charity No.203778 
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Notice Board   
 

Sylv & Anne's 

CHATTER CAFÉ 
Closed 

until 

March 2011 

 

We wish you all a "Happy Christmas" 

and "Healthy New Year" 
Charity number 229868 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Thorverton Allotment Holders Meeting 
 

The next quarterly meeting will be held on 

10
th

 January 2011 

at 19.30 
at 

The Exeter Inn 

 
 

 

 

 

Thorverton Church Consort Practices 

 
Thursdays at 7.45 p.m. to 9 p.m. in church, 
January 6th, 13th 
February 3rd, 24th 
March 3rd, 17th, 31st 
April 14th, 28th  
May 12th 
  

Junior Consort practices 

 
WEDNESDAY January 5th at 3.30 p.m. at 1 The 
Glebe 
Mondays, 3.30 p.m. to 4.30 pm., in school 
January 31st 
February 14th, 
February  28

th
 at 1 The Glebe 

March 14th, 28th 
April 4th 
May 9th, 16th 
 

 

 
 

Thorverton Arts Exchange 
 

At Arts Exchange meetings we share our 

enthusiasms for writing, music, painting, film, craft 

etc. with one another. 

 

Usually there is a theme to our choices, but 

occasionally an individual member will take 

responsibility for a whole evening. 

 

The meetings take place in members' homes at 8.00 

p.m. on Thursdays. The next meetings are: 

 

January 20
th
 Awakenings,  Garden Cottage 

 

New members are always welcome. For further 

information contact Louise Page or Rob Purvis, 

Campion Cottage 860509. 

 
 



Focus on Thorverton  Vol. 42No. 1- January 2011 

 

7 

Council Elections 

 
District Council, Parish and Town Council elections 

are taking place in May. 

 

Our District Councillor writes: 

 

There will be meetings at the end of January for 

anybody interested in standing in the District Council 

Elections on the 5
th
 May 2011. You may wonder 

what is involved in being a District Councillor?  

 

Firstly, in addition to responding to requests for 

assistance from individual members within the Ward, 

much time is spent in respect of planning matters, 

including calling-in disputed planning applications 

that would normally be dealt with by an Officer, to 

be heard instead before a full Planning Committee.  

 

Ward Councillors also attend and liaise with Parish 

Councils within the Ward.  Cadbury Ward, which I 

represent, includes the parishes of Bickleigh, 

Cadbury, Cadleigh, part of North Silverton and 

Thorverton.  In particular, time has been spent on 

local issues with the Parish Councils in respect of 

Affordable Housing, School Extensions, etc. 

 

Part of being a Councillor is also to be involved in 

the running of the Council.  To this end, one is 

expected to belong to various committees.  

Consequently, I am Vice-Chair of the Audit 

Committee and a member of the Decent and 

Affordable Homes Policy Development Group and 

these reflect my background in banking and public 

sector finance, which included the affordable 

housing sector. 

 

The above represents about half of the work of a 

District Councillor.  Additionally, there are some 

sixty posts where Councillors represent Mid Devon 

on various external bodies.  To this end, as I am 

interested in travel, housing and health, I have been 

appointed by Mid Devon as a member of the Devon 

& Exeter Rail Working Group, as the Lead Member 

for Council Tenants within the District and as a 

Governor of the Royal Devon & Exeter Hospital 

NHS Foundation Trust.   

 

I am also involved, regarding travel, with 

TravelWatch SouthWest, which is an umbrella 

organisation with links to the Department of 

Transport and with Rail Future Devon & Cornwall 

and I have attended a number of travel events and 

conferences during the last year.  At the moment, 

based on the assumption that fuel prices will 

drastically increase over the next ten years, I am 

talking to transport providers about ways to maintain 

public services in the rural communities.   

 

The Tenants‘ Services Authority is keen to ensure 

that the relationship between MDDC and the Council 

Tenants is improved.  Until this year, tenant meetings 

were held, essentially, at three locations within the 

District.  We have now embarked upon a scheme to 

meet in 15 locations and this gives me an opportunity 

to meet with a very much greater number of tenants, 

to discuss their needs.   

 

In addition to the RD&E Hospital, from March 2011, 

it is anticipated that the South Western Ambulance 

Service will become a Foundation Trust.  The new 

Trust will have 31 Governors and one of those posts 

will represent the 28 local authorities within 

Cornwall, Devon, Dorset & Wiltshire.  I have been 

appointed to represent these Councils for a period of 

three years. 

 

You will see that being a District Councillor involves 

varied and challenging work.  If you have an interest, 

do please attend one of the advertised meetings.  If 

you would like to talk to me then please do not 

hesitate to call me on 01392 861258.  

 

Bob Deed 
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Parish Church Services and News 
January 2011 Services & Information 

The Church of England welcomes you! 

The Netherexe Parishes 
 A Mission Community in the Diocese of Exeter  

www.netherexe.org 

2 January 2011 The Epiphany 

 

10:00 am Service of The Word   Poltimore  DB & VP 

10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Thorverton  CH 

11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Cowley JB 

11:15 am Service of The Word   Rewe AB & GSd 

11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Upton Pyne  HD  

05:00 pm Service of The Word   Newton St Cyres  HD 

06:30 pm Evening Prayer  [BCP] Cadbury HD 

 

 

9 January 2011 Epiphany 1 Baptism of Christ 

 

09:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Brampford Speke  HD  

10:00 am Family Service of the Word   Newton St Cyres  HD 

10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Stoke Canon  DD 

11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Rewe AS 

03:00 pm Plough Sunday Service   Thorverton                Prof John Wibberley 

                                    Farm Crisis Network 

06:30 pm Evening Prayer  [BCP] Huxham HD   

 

16 January 2011 Epiphany 2 

 

09:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Upton Pyne  DD 

10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Cadbury HW 

10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Cowley  JB 

10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Poltimore  AS & JD 

10:00 am  Morning Prayer [BCP] Thorverton  DD 

   Joint with Baptist Church  

05:00 pm Service With A Smile   Stoke Canon   Lay-Led  

06:30 pm Evening Prayer    Brampford Speke Baptist Chapel ST & JD 

   Joint with Parish Church  

 

23 January 2011 Epiphany 3  

 

09:00 am Holy Communion & Baptism [C] Huxham  DD  

10:00 am Service of The Word & Christingle  ☺ Cadbury  GK 

10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Newton St Cyres  SS 

10:00 am Service of The Word   Stoke Canon   DB & BB 

10:00 am Family Service   Thorverton  Lay-Led  

10:00 am Service of The Word   Upton Pyne  Lay-Led  

11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Rewe HD 

06:30 pm Evening Prayer [BCP] Poltimore DD  

 

30 January 2011  The Presentation - Mission Community Services 

 

09:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Upton Pyne  DD  

04:00 pm Celebration of Light  Upton Pyne  HD 

 Followed by Tea & Cake in the Village Hall 

http://www.netherexe.org/
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6 February 2011 Epiphany 5 & The Queen’s Accession 

 

10:00 am Service With A Smile & Christingle ☺ Brampford Speke   HD & Lay-Led  

10:00 am Service of The Word    Poltimore BB & DB 

10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Thorverton   DD 

11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Cowley JB 

11:15 am Service of The Word   Rewe GSd & AB 

11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Upton Pyne  HD 

06:30 pm Evening Prayer  [BCP] Cadbury DD 

06:30 pm Service of The Word   Newton St Cyres HD 

 

 

Services in the Netherexe Parishes 

Your parish churches aim to provide a variety of service types to meet the needs of the whole community.  Most 

Sunday services except those early in the morning include hymns and music. Everyone is welcome at all services 

 

‘Service with a Smile’ ☺   

These Family Services are designed for all ages with the needs of young children especially in mind.  They are 

informal and contemporary in style, often including a children‘s activity at the  beginning; without communion.  

Services usually last about 35 minutes and are followed by refreshments.  

 

Young People‘s Group [YPG]   Young people‘s group meeting during the 10 am   

      service at Thorverton on the first Sunday of the month   

      in school term time 

Holy Communion  [C]  Traditional service in contemporary language [one hour] 

Holy Communion  [T]  Traditional service in traditional language [one hour] 

Holy Communion  [BCP]  Traditional service in traditional language [one hour] 

Service of the Word  [SW]  Morning or Evening Service [without communion] in   

      contemporary language, often Lay-Led 

Morning Prayer   [BCP]  Traditional Morning Service [Mattins] from the Book of  

      Common Prayer [about an hour] 

Evening Prayer or  [BCP]  Traditional Evening Service from the Book of Common 

Choral Evensong    Prayer [about an hour] 

 

DAILY SERVICES – Usual pattern 

 

Monday  09:00 am  Morning Prayer at Stoke Canon Chapel 

Tuesday  09:00 am  Morning Prayer at Stoke Canon Church 

Tuesday  06:00 pm  Evening Prayer at Rewe 

Wednesday  09:00 am  Morning Prayer at Thorverton 

Thursday  09:00 am  Morning Prayer at Thorverton 

Thursday  05:00 pm  Evening Prayer at Newton St Cyres 

Friday   09:00 am  Morning Prayer at Thorverton 

Saturday  09:00 am  Morning Prayer at Thorverton 

 

Variations:  Sat    1
st
 Jan   No Morning Prayer at Thorverton  

   Wed      5
th
 Jan   No Morning Prayer at Thorverton  

   Wed  12
th 

Jan  No Morning Prayer at Thorverton  

   Wed  19
th
 Jan  Holy Communion at Thorverton 09:30 am 

   Sat   29
th 

Jan  No Morning Prayer at Thorverton 

Tue  1
st
 Feb   No Morning Prayer at Stoke Canon  
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Who‘s Who …..? Abbreviations Key 

 

DD  The Revd. Douglas Dettmer Priest-in-Charge 01392 860332 

SS  The Revd. Sue Sheppard Associate Minister 01392 841284 

HD  The Revd. Hilary Dawson Assistant Curate 01392 841928 

JD  The Revd. Julia Dallen  Assistant Curate 07733 673842 

 

 

AB Mrs Annabel Branney CH The Revd Chris Hughes VP Mrs Valerie Pritchard 

BB Mrs Bridget Boxall VH Mrs Valerie Hanson GSm Mr Geoff Saltmarsh 

DB Mr David Boxall GK Mrs Gwynneth Keehner JSd Mr John Sandford 

JB The Revd John Benton JM Preb John Mapson GSd Mr Guy Sheppard 

CC Mr Chris Cook SM The Revd Sue Martin AS The Revd Alan Simmons 

JC Mrs Jane Cook VM Mrs Valerie Mills JSt Mrs Julie Stirling 

VC Mrs Veronica Clarke MOJ Mrs Maureen Owen-Jones ST The Revd Simon Taylor 

JD The Revd Julia Dallen DP Mr David Perrott PW The Revd Peter Webb 

CF Mrs Catriona Fursdon GP Mrs Gerda Perrott HW The Revd Harold Whitty 

     

 

Family Services of the Word marked ☺ are led by Lay Teams 

 

For more information about the Netherexe Parishes please see www.netherexe.org  

or contact: 

 

Mrs Margaret Lowe [Administrator] 

Tel: 07594 714590 - Tuesday & Thursday [08:30 – 16:30] 

Email: margaret.admin@netherexe.org 

Correspondence:  The Netherexe Parishes, PO Box 734, Stoke Canon, Exeter, EX5 4WP. 

 

Would you like a lift to church? 

May we offer you a lift to the parish church or to a joint service elsewhere?  

For transport to Sunday services from locations in Thorverton parish, please ring Steve Rendell on 

[01392] 860780.   

To arrange a lift to the weekday Holy Communion at Thorverton please ring Margaret Turn er-Warwick 

on [01392] 861173. 

 

 

 

 

From the Parish Registers       to mid-December    

  

Baptisms Oscar Montague Borradaile , 21
st
 November, Huxham 

 Jasmine Megan Kitson, India Jade Kitson, Imogen Lucy Kitson, Saffron Elise Kitson,  

and Finley Jayden Tremlett 28
th

 November, Newton St Cyres  

 Sophia Louise Spear 28
th

 November, Rewe 

  

Marriages Simon Beacham and Amanda Ellett  3
rd

 December, Rewe 

  

Funerals June Plimer, 18
th

 November, Rewe 

 Ian Campbell, 26
th

 November, Cowley 

 Harold Osmond, 13 December, Thorverton  

http://www.netherexe.org/
mailto:margaret.admin@netherexe.org
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Parish Letter 
From Revd. Hilary Dawson 
 

‗Let there be peace on earth and let it begin with me.‘ 

 

At this time of the year our newspapers and 

television screens are full of reviews of the past year.  

They also focus on the future, perhaps asking famous 

people what they are hoping for in the year to come.  

Sometimes the answers they give are specific and 

personal, and at others more general.   They might 

reflect a desire for good health or better economic 

conditions.   One frequently expressed longing is for 

peace.   

The dictionary definition of peace includes: ‗a state 

of quiet‘, ‗freedom from disturbance‘, ‗freedom from 

war‘, ‗tranquillity‘, ‗stillness‘ and ‗silence.‘  My own 

favourite is the definition of ‗shalom‘ or peace which 

we find in the Old Testament.  The prophet Micah 

writes: ‗They shall beat their swords into 

ploughshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; 

nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither 

shall they learn war anymore; but they shall all sit 

under their own vines and fig trees, and no one shall 

make them afraid.‘   

We might feel we can do something to achieve more 

stillness and silence in our lives, but we often feel 

helpless in the face of disturbance and conflict 

around the world.  What difference can we possibly 

make to situations and problems that seem so 

complex?   

As I write this I am thinking a good deal about peace.  

A candle is burning on my hearth and its small, 

fragile flame originated in Bethlehem.  Each year, a 

scout or guide travels to Bethlehem to collect the 

Peace Light which is then carried across the world as 

a symbol of peace and friendship.  On its journey, 

candles are lit from it and distributed to homes, 

hospitals, hospices, schools, churches, synagogues 

and mosques.  The light I have will be used to light 

the central candle on the advent wreaths in some of 

our churches this Christmas.  As I tend the light, 

making sure it does not go out, it feels as if I am 

being challenged to do one tiny thing for peace.  And 

that is an encouragement that there are things we can 

do to build a more peaceful world. It might be a 

prayer, a simple act of kindness within our 

community, a word of forgiveness, or greater 

awareness of the world beyond this place.  Whatever 

it is, it starts here with us, hence the words at the 

start of this letter which come from a hymn.   

When you read this, it will be Epiphany, when we 

remember the journey the Wise Men made to find 

Jesus, the Prince of Peace.  God call us to journey 

towards him, the source of all peace.  As we do so 

we find that his hand is outstretched, ready to take 

ours, and to enfold us in his peace and love.  May I 

wish you a peaceful New Year, free from fear, and 

with time and space to sit under your own vine, 

wherever and whatever that might be. 

Hilary 

 

 

Thinking about Confirmation? 

Confirmation by the Bishop is an opportunity for a 

young person or adult to reaffirm the commitment 

made when he or she was baptised.  In the Church of 

England it is the normal point of entry to Holy 

Communion. 

Young people have often considered confirmation 

sometime around the age of eleven, and many still 

choose to be confirmed while in Year 6 or 7 at 

school (in certain circumstances the Bishop may 

agree to confirm younger children). 

At the same time, in recent years a growing number 

of people making the decision to be confirmed have 

been adults, and the proportion of adult candidates 

for confirmation continues to grow.  Confirmation at 

any stage of adult life is now entirely usual in the 

Church of England—it is never too late. 

If you or a member of your family might be 

interested in confirmation, please telephone the Revd 

Douglas Dettmer on (01392) 860332 or the Revd 

Hilary Dawson on (01392) 841928.  They would be 

very pleased to talk it over with you. 

Those thinking about the possibility of confirmation 

are invited to meet for about a series of informal 

sessions to explore what Christian faith means today 

and refresh our knowledge of the basics.  A group for 

young people will start on Sunday afternoon, January 

16th from 4-5pm at The Bridge in Stoke Canon 

church, with a view to confirmation by the Bishop of 

Crediton here in the Netherexe Parishes on Sunday 

afternoon, March 20th. 

If you are an adult and thinking about confirmation 

for yourself, please speak with Douglas or Hilary. 
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Church Electoral Roll 

If your name has not been entered on the Church 

Electoral Roll and you would like to consider 

joining, please see information to be posted in the 

church porch during February.  Membership of the 

Roll is an important way in which baptized  

Christians can identify themselves with the life and 

work of the Church of England in their local 

community, and is also a requirement for full 

participation in the Annual Parochial Church 

Meeting and election to church councils. 

Baptist Church 
A Very Happy and Peaceful New Year to all our 

readers, I trust that Christmas went well and was a 

very happy occasion for you all. 

It seems very strange to be writing this for January 

2011, when we have not celebrated Christmas as yet. 

I would like to share something with you that I have 

recently read, about Mistletoe, which is something 

that is usually around at Christmas. 

The ghostly white berries of Mistletoe are associated 

with spells and witches. But this strange plant has 

good vibes as well. 

Some scholars say that the burning bush Moses saw 

was covered with a species of red-berried mistletoes 

that glowed like fire in the sunlight. 

Mistletoes are semi-parasites; they live partly off the 

host on which they grow. 

So there‘s something rather strange, even comical, 

about mistletoe. The saints have a great sense of 

humour and laugh at them selves and at the world. 

They smile with God who makes monkeys and frogs 

and giraffes. One of the great Christmas prophesies 

is Isaiah‘s charming vision of a peace that extends to 

the whole of creation. It surely contains a vein of 

humour. Wolves and sheep will lie down together. 

So will leopards and kids. Calves and lions will be 

friends, and lions will eat straw like cows, and 

children play over cobra‘s holes. There is time to 

play in heaven.  

Mistletoe stays alive and green in winter and some 

lively fun in wintry weather keeps us young. The fun 

of pantomime relies on surprises. The dame is a man, 

and the prince is a girl.  

St Paul describes Christmas in this way; ‗God 

purposely chose what the world considers nonsense 

in order to shame thee wise, and he chose what was 

weak in order to shame the powerful‘  (1 Corinthians 

Ch.1 V 27) The fact that God chose Mary to be the 

mother of Jesus is a great and beautiful mystery. But 

it is also profoundly astonishing, even humorous, that 

a carpenter‘s fiancée should give birth to the Son of 

God in a stable in the presence of an ox an ass. 

But the humour is really that of God himself as he 

springs his great surprise. His Son is born in a stable 

to an unmarried mother. Most people associate 

mistletoe with love, perhaps because its leaves 

always grow in pairs. The greatest love of all is the 

love of God who gives us this amazing present, the 

precious gift of his Son.  

 

The Baptist Church gives a warm welcome to all, at 

any of our Services. 

Phyllis Langdon  Church Secretary. 

 

 

 

 

 

Tough Choices  

Budget consultation programme  
 

Background  

The Tough Choices citizen engagement and budget 

consultation programme was launched in September 

2010 with the aim of encouraging widespread 

dialogue over future local spending decisions. The 

programme consisted of an interactive website and a 

series of local public meetings. This was backed with 

a publicity campaign including newspaper 

advertisements encouraging direct feedback.  Over 

34,000 people participated in the programme in some 

way over a 12 week period including nearly 1000 at 

local meetings.  

 

Key findings  

Budget priorities survey  

More than 500 people directly expressed their views 

on spending priorities via the online survey. A small 

number of people unable to access the internet also 

completed this survey by post.  

The services most positively identified for continued 

or additional funding were:  

 Protecting children from abuse (94%)  

 Support for children with special needs 

(91%)  

 Support for people who care for others 

(90%) and home care for the elderly (90%)  

Other care services for the elderly, vulnerable and 

disabled were all identified as being high priorities 

for funding.  
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Those services most identified for cuts in funding 

were:  

 Street lighting (72%)  

 Tourism Promotion (63%)  

 Public transport subsidies (60%)  

 

There was no strong response to the question of 

which services the county council should stop 

providing altogether with 238 non-responses. Of 

those people who expressed a preference the top 

services identified were:  

 Tourism (23%)  

 Libraries (12%)  

 Public transport subsidies (8%)  

 

There was also no strong response to the question of 

which services that people would consider paying 

higher fees and charges for with 191 non- 

responses. Of those people that expressed a 

preference the top services identified were  

 Libraries (12%)  

 Young people‘s services (10%)  

 Elderly care (9%)  

 

Public Meetings  

Each public meeting asked people to work in small 

groups to complete a budget simulation exercise. 

This exercise listed all main County Council service 

areas and posed a challenge of negotiating with 

others to identify how to allocate a £50m budget 

saving. Approximately 150 separate budget 

simulations were completed.  

Some key common themes to emerge were:  

 No one service area was identified as 

unimportant  

 A sense that all services should take a share 

of any cuts  

 That the largest budgets such as care services 

(and schools) must be capable of finding 

efficiencies without affecting frontline 

services  

 That administrative and management costs 

should bear the brunt of any savings  

 

 In terms of the identification of particular 

service areas:  

 School transport was singled out as a large 

cost and that the current rules should be 

changed  

 Early years and extended schools initiatives 

were also frequently identified as less 

essential than schools and safeguarding 

budgets  

 Use of independent schools and out of 

county services was also questioned  

 Libraries were identified for potential 

savings, changes in service delivery and 

income generation  

 Planning and development control were 

identified for efficiencies with potential to 

generate income from business  

 Large savings were frequently identified on 

environmental services such as public 

transport subsidies, road safety, recycling 

and waste management as services least 

likely to affect vulnerable people  

 

Other frequent comments to emerge from the 

exercise were:  

 General surprise at how much the council did 

and how much it affects people‘s lives  

 A lack of understanding about the range of 

statutory duties  

 That all services are important and people 

don‘t want to lose any of them  

 That cutting one service can often impact 

adversely on another  

 

There was some complaint that the simulation was 

too simplistic to make a proper judgement over 

priorities and that key areas such as administrative 

costs and capital expenditure were not included. 

There was also some feeling that politicians are 

elected to make these tough decisions on people‘s 

behalf. A small but significant minority refused to 

take part in the exercise and called upon the council 

to lobby government against cuts in services.  

Other key themes to emerge during public discussion 

were:  

 Council tax could be increased to pay for 

vital services  

 The council should raise more income before 

cutting services  

 That local government across Devon should 

work together more to save money  

 That the council should sell buildings and 

land to raise funds or give assets to local 

communities to run for the benefit the local 

area  

 Concessionary bus fares for pensioners 

should be scrapped or small charges 

introduced. The County Council was urged 

to lobby government to change the law.  

 

Another frequent conversation was regarding the 

greater involvement of communities in managing or 

running local services and how this could be 

supported in future – in particular how to create 

greater community resilience and give backing to the 

third sector.  
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Quick Poll  

Over 300 people who attended public meetings also 

took part in a short paper-based snap survey looking 

at some more strategic questions and choices. In 

terms of cutting running costs an overwhelming 

majority of respondents (94%) said they thought that 

public sector bodies should share back office 

services (such as IT or HR services) to save money. 

However, 68% of respondents also recognised the 

reliance the Devon economy currently has on public 

sector jobs and said that the council should try to 

protect jobs as much as possible (with an emphasis 

on essential jobs).  

In terms of raising income in order to protect council 

services 74% said the council could introduce or 

increase charges for some services and 70% said the 

council should consider selling assets such as 

buildings and land.  

 

As regards who actually runs services in future, 67% 

said they did not mind as long as they are delivered 

well and are good value for money. 64% also 

indicated that they would be prepared to get more 

involved in running a local service themselves. 

However, reservations were expressed about the 

number of people in Devon already involved in 

volunteering or community activities. 

 

Twenty Five Years Ago 

Focus January 1986 
Darling, Don‘t you Think It‘s Nicer This Way? 

 

A prehistoric Thorvertonian returning from hunting 

for mammoth steaks and thinking of relaxing on his 

favourite boulder with a view of the future side of the 

Exeter Inn from his cave at Raddon, must have felt 

his heart drop when his best beloved, clad mainly in 

a beaming smile, thus greeted him-the boulder now at 

the back of the cave, some angular stones arranged 

round the entrance and all the usual welcome litter 

gone. 

Some heads of houses are blessed with wives 

possessing culinary and loving arts of the highest 

order but, and there is usually a ‗but‘, but flawed by 

desire apparently irrepressible at times of altering all 

the rooms, moving around most of the furniture and 

‗tidying up‘ that cynical euphemism for abstracting 

all the best mementoes and hiding the remainder. 

Just as you have got used to where everything is, and 

remember where the pools counterfoils are, one‘s 

pipe(s), golf balls and cricket fixture list, likewise 

one is presented with a bare freshly polished surface 

where once was a friendly shelf or desk. Slippers 

have been hidden away, the dog‘s lead is missing, 

that lurid covered paper-back from the book stall, 

where you had just reached the part where the buxom 

blonde was deciding that a certain fate was 

preferable to death, where are they all? 

It is a matter the R.S.P.C.A. ought to investigate. 

How forlorn the household faithful hound looks 

when his favourite rug is banished, his old chewing 

scraps removed, no where left to peacefully while 

away the hours till his master returns from arduous 

roil and moil. The cat tries desperately to control 

matters, only to be met with harsh abjurations such 

as ―That blessed (?) cat is under my feet again‖-gone 

are the well-dented cushions, comfortably hairy and 

the dining table leg that serves as a scratching post is 

now abutting the wall, where only a contortionist 

could stretch up to it. 

 

Likewise the N.S.P.C.C. ought to take up the case of 

toys now heaped together in one place instead of 

tastefully scattered about the entrances and 

doorways. 

 

This curious desire to re-assemble material objects 

or, as the shops now say, consumer durables, seems 

to come into being mostly after marriage, but some 

unfortunate men cared for or supervised by 

unmarried ladies would say the presence of a 

contented male is all that is needed to set off the train 

of events. Expostulation is of little avail, the gentlest  

hint of preference for things as they were brings 

thunderbolts about one‘s head; apparently the 

previous order that was hailed as a model for the 

envy of Laura Ashley and Habitat was only designed 

for one‘s primitive prejudices and further existence 

in such a squalor could be no longer tolerated. No 

wonder men prefer bars and clubs.    

Kestrel 

 

Mobile Library 
The service will recommence in the New Year at a 

DIFFERENT TIME on Thursdays fortnightly from 

16.05 - 16.50 in the Quarry Car Park by Thorverton 

Post Office. 

Jan 6 & 20    

Feb 3 & 17    

Mar 3, 17 & 31    

Apr 14 & 28    

May 12 & 26    

Jun 9 and 23    

Jul 7 & 21 

Aug 4 & 18    

Sep 1, 15 & 29    

Oct 13 & 27    

Nov 10 & 24    

Dec 8 & 22 

Please give it your support. 

Heather Kershaw 
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Thorverton and District History 
Society 

Fifty old postcards of Thorverton 

Some forty members braved the onset of our arctic 

winter to re-live Thorverton‘s past through a 

slideshow selected from Ian Stoyle‘s large collection 

of parish postcards. 

 

One of the earliest postcards showed our 1906 

village landscape largely devoid of trees. Berry 

House, which today has a small garden, had 

extensive gardens to the rear of the Thorverton 

Arms/Dolphin, extending along School Lane to the 

end of the cob wall. 

 

A number of postcards featured Thorverton Bridge – 

James Green‘s original 1813 somewhat humped 

bridge, that had served the village for nearly 100 

years, contrasting with the new 1908 sleek shallow 

elliptical concrete structure in various stages of 

construction by contractor Hubert Berry of Crediton.  

 

Noticeable in many postcards were ornate iron 

railings, removed for the war effort, but in most 

instances neither melted for armaments nor replaced 

after the war. Many showed houses with windows 

wide open – perhaps we were hardier in those days, 

before the advent of hermetically sealed centrally 

heated boxes.    

 

Several postcards of the village were taken and 

published by Charles Keeping during the first decade 

of the 20
th
 century, the lower case ―h‖ in our village 

name often identifying his work. One 1906 postcard 

showed Brookside as headquarters of the local 

Yeomanry, many of its members having fought in the 

Boer war. Another prolific postcard photographer of 

Thorverton scenes was a Mr Chapman of Dawlish. 

 

Like today‘s press, postcard photographers rushed to 

newsworthy events, many recording for posterity the 

seemingly frequent house fires. One such postcard 

shows several badly fire damaged properties in the 

Berry in April 1911, with the resplendent Silverton 

brigade in attendance. 

 

The railway was also a popular subject for postcard 

photographers, with 150 passengers using the station 

each day in the 1950‘s. In the late 40‘s the mill 

siding was overnight host to the Royal Train during 

their Majesties visit to Devon.  

 

One of the first colour-tinted postcards was of the 

road to Bickleigh, another of the sheep-dip. The 

practise of sending postcards died out, some believe, 

due to the advent of the telephone. Nevertheless 

more recently Walter Hill photographed and 

published a number of postcards of Thorverton. This 

year‘s selection from Jane Ristic has enabled Ian and 

other budding deltiologists to add contemporary 

scenes to their collection.    

      

                        Barrie Phillips 

 

 

Ladies Group 
The next meeting for the ladies will be on Thursday 

January 13
th
 and will be our usual Christmas Meal. 

Beryl will be contacting members with details, but 

we need to meet in the Berry at 7-00pm. 

 

 

Dolphin Group Upstream 
 

What a great First Year we have had with 

UPSTREAM and I would like to take this 

opportunity to THANK everyone for their 

contributions during the last year. 

 

I hope that 2011 will be just as successful. 

 

To start the year we have:- 

   

January 13     Marian  - Journey through America 

January 20   Our personal memories of World 

War II 

January 28     Any interesting topic 

 

I wish everyone in our little group A VERY HAPPY 

NEW YEAR 

  

 Margaret Banks 
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Legal Eagle  

 

A couple of legal firsts to end the old year and to 

welcome in the new. 

 

On the 13
th
 December Mark Weston became the first 

man to be convicted of murder under the ‗double 

jeopardy‘ reforms when jurors found him guilty of 

the murder of Vikki Thompson in 1995. 

At the original trial the judge ruled that certain 

evidence was inadmissible and it took the jury less 

than an hour to find Weston ‗not guilty‘. At the time, 

Weston‘s solicitor said that his client‘s name was 

‗cleared once and for all‘. The foreman of the jury 

even went so far as to write to Weston urging him to 

sue the police for compensation. 

 

The evidence deemed inadmissible at the first trial 

was seen by the jury at the second trial. In addition 

they were shown a pair of black work boots 

belonging to Weston, which had been seized after his 

original arrest. During the first round of tests 

scientists has missed bloodstains on the boots. On 

being re-tested the bloodstains were discovered and 

the blood was found to be that of the victim, Vikki 

Thompson.  

 

An application was made by the Director of Public 

Prosecutions to the Court of Appeal for Weston‘s 

retrial. It was argued that the evidence was ‗‘ new, 

compelling, and that a retrial would be in the 

interests of justice ‗‘. 

 

The reform to the ‗double jeopardy‘ rule in 2005 

allows people to be tried twice for the same crime. 

The reform was, at the time, controversial. The legal 

principle to protect people against a second trial had 

existed for about 800 years and there were serious 

doubts among civil libertarians who feared that there 

would be serious miscarriages of justice. 

 

The change relates only to the most serious crimes 

and was prompted, in the main, by a recognition of 

the fact that advances in forensic science would 

allow some failed cases to be revisited with success.  

 

Mark Weston was jailed for a minimum of 13 years. 

Mrs Justice David Bean told him: ‗‘ It has taken 15 

years for justice to catch up with you, but it has done 

so at last .‘‘ 

 

The second, ‗first‘ concerns ‗tweeting‘ and more 

particularly, ‗tweeting‘ in court. The Lord Chief 

Justice, Lord Judge, recently warned that jurors 

tweeting in court and doing internet research on 

cases at home are threatening the future of trial by 

jury. 

 

The Lord Chief Justice was particularly concerned 

that tweets stayed on the internet where they might 

be retrieved by jurors, who could then pick up 

prohibited material or one side of a case. The Lord 

Chief Justice also said that tweeters could campaign 

to influence the outcome of a trial. 

 

Despite his misgivings, Lord Judge rejected the idea 

of a ban. He said ‗‘ We cannot stop people tweeting, 

but if jurors look at such material the risks to the 

fairness of the trial will be serious.‘‘ 

 

The judge hearing the first of Julian Assange‘s bail 

applications granted express permission for tweeting 

from the court . Judge Howard Riddle said that it 

could go ahead, provided it was ‗‘ quiet and doesn‘t 

disturb anything ‗‘. 

 

Tweeting from courts has been happening for 

sometime. However, this is thought to be the first 

formal judicial acknowledgement of it. 

 

The judiciary are likely to look at whether there 

needs to be new guidelines on the impact of the 

internet on court proceedings. 

 

Happy New Year. 

 Clive Hamlin 

 

Thorverton Art Group 
Despite freezing weather conditions fourteen 

members and guests attended the group‘s Annual 

Dinner on 3
rd

 December, returning this year to The 

Three Tuns. 

The brief review of the year‘s activities highlighted 

increasing levels of truancy (absence without parents 

letter) and the need to maintain numbers at an 

economic level. 

Our food was to the usual high standard, thanks to 

Mike and his enthusiastic team, and the wine and 

conversation flowed easily. (Apologies to other 

diners out for a quiet meal!) 

 

The group meets from 9:30 on Friday mornings at 

Thorverton Memorial Hall. 

Our new term starts on 14
th
 January 2011. New 

members are always welcome – we even have a 

supply of paints, a small library and plenty of advice.    

                                                                                                           

Barrie Phillips 
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PTFA News  
 

May I start by wishing everyone a Happy New Year!  

The figure raised at the pamper evening in October 

was over £400, which is fantastic! For those of you 

who missed the last newsletter, we also raised £400 

by collecting a ton of textiles in October. The textile 

collection remains one of our top fundraisers, and 

gives our fundraising a much needed boost. Our next 

collection is in June, so please start saving. The usual 

items please, clothes, shoes, bags, curtains and 

bedding. This will be our 6
th
 year of running the Bag 

2 School, and we realise storing items can be a 

problem, so if you have a full bag please contact the 

PTFA who will be able to collect it from you. Bin 

bags can be used! 

 

We held our Christmas fete with some lovely games 

organised by the children, the big difference this year 

was that Santa did not visit the fete, but chose to join 

the children for Christmas lunch instead. This meant 

that ALL the children had a present and it was 

entirely funded by the PTFA, thanks to Santa and the 

MTA‘s for your help. 

 

The children also had great fun at the School Disco. 

Many thanks to the PTFA and many parents who 

came forward to help, we could not have run both 

events on the same day without the extra help! 

 

We have just had a collection from the Mill of our 

papers, for those of you who are unaware; we collect 

newspapers, magazines, paper and catalogues for 

recycling. Papers can be dropped off (In bags or tied 

with string please) to the old Mill, in the large boxes 

at the far left corner of the covered area. Please 

ensure all plastic wrapping is removed, and no 

cardboard or yellow pages please (regular phone 

directories are fine!) There will be a box for all your 

Christmas Cards placed in the bike shed at school for 

the first week of next term.  

 

HUGE thanks must go to Andrew & Di Baker, who 

not only allow us to store the papers at the Mill, but 

also collect and take them to the recycling centre. 

The PTFA are very grateful for this. 

 

In the New Year, the children will be going to the 

pantomime, for which the PTFA are funding the 

coaches and also ‗party‘ bags for the interval. We are 

also putting funding towards storage in the school 

storage cupboard, which will hopefully make life 

easier for all who use it! 

Lisa Browning 

Diary Dates for 2011 

February 11
th

 - Quiz Night 

March 30
th- 

Family Race Night 

Sat June 11th - An Event TBA!! 

Fri June 17
th

 – Bag 2 School 

Tues July 26
th

 – End of term bar-b-q 

 

 

The new PTFA Tea Towel – now available 

New Year New Skills  
Would you like to take part in a community project? 

Would you like to learn new skills? 

Would you like to share your skills with others? 

Would you like to get out of the house and have 

some fun? 

Then join us –Upstream- to design and make a mixed 

media community hanging during February and 

March, on a Wednesday morning in the W.I. hut 

All ages welcome, all abilities welcome, men & 

women, skilled & unskilled. 

For a small fee of £2 Upstream will provide materials 

and tuition, venue and of course refreshments. 

There is also the opportunity for anyone who is 

interested to be trained as a volunteer leader; helpful 

for building confidence and useful for anyone 

involved in a local group or looking to return to 

work. 

For more information phone Upstream on 01363 

778029 

And look in next months focus for confirmation of 

dates and times. 

Gilly Haysom 
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Poetry 
 

On the Threshold 

 

A door has opened - opened wide 

And we are bid to step inside, 

We may not turn or walk away; 

But need to greet this brand new day: 

The first day of another year, 

Enter we must with hope and cheer. 

Our greatest hope must be for peace, 

That strife throughout the world might cease 

And peace can only thrive with care 

For those, whose daily lives we share; 

So as we travel New Year's road 

May truth and kindness be our code, 

That one small corner of this earth, 

Will be the better for our birth. 

A door has opened and we must 

Enter in with love and trust. 

  

Doreen Beer  

 

Two Cavemen 

  

Two cavemen in a state of shock; 

One‘s thrown a word and not a rock. 

  

The other now responds in kind; 

Their women do not seem to mind. 

  

In place of planned annihilation 

Is sown a seed of civilisation. 

  

Andrew Hoellering 

  

  

According to Tacitus 

  

When Britons were enslaved by Rome 

You did not hear complaint or moan 

  

Jewellery and thermal springs 

Hot baths, plunge pools, loos and rings 

  

Signalled the eagle and not the vulture, 

With all that conquered known as culture. 

  
Andrew Hoellering 

 
 

TARTS news 

Thorverton Amblers Ramblers and Trampers 

 
On the 11

th
 December we enjoyed a short Christmas 

walk led by Heather. Starting from outside The Bell 

as usual we left the cars behind and walked up to 

Raddon Top via local footpaths and fields, some of 

which were across private land that Heather had 

secured permission for us to walk on which made a 

really interesting variation. We stopped at the tree for 

some refreshment – and the traditional mulled wine 

to revive us, before heading back to the village to get 

‗tarted up‘ for the Christmas meal which was held 

this year at The Thorverton Arms. We enjoyed an 

excellent meal, which included a rather wonderful 

Christmas pudding which, I‘m told, is an old 

Toogood family recipe. It was a thoroughly 

enjoyable evening, although next year we might 

avoid combining TARTS, paper napkins and lighted 

tealights to avoid any further displays of 

pyrotechnics!! 

 

Future walks and events: 

Saturday 15
th
 January 2011 – longer walk led by Ray  

 

Saturday 29
th
 January – shorter walk led by Simon 

and Mary 

 

Saturday 19
th
 February – shorter walk led by Jenny 

 

Saturday 5
th
 March – longer walk led by Caroline 

 

Saturday 19
th
 March – shorter walk led by Tony 

 

Saturday 2
nd

 April – longer walk led by Heather and 

Royston 

 

Saturday 16
th
 April – longer walk led by Graeme 

 
All walks meet outside The Bell at 0930, and are suitable 

for dogs unless otherwise stated. Shorter walks are usually 

4 – 6 miles in length and longer walks 6 – 9 miles, 

however precise details of each walk (length, gradient, 

lunch information etc) will be displayed approximately a 

week before the walk in the Old Post Office Window and 

on the village notice board. If you would like to be 

included on the email list contact Caroline (861002) or 

Graeme (860203) 

.Caroline Prince 
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Nature Notes 
What a dramatic month we‘ve had with an ever 

changing weather pattern that has thrown up some 

interesting phenomena. At the end of November cold 

and frosty conditions and the first snow in early 

December heralded the first winter sightings of 

lapwing in Thorverton. Where my brother-in-law had 

cut down creeping thistle, out of the base of the stem 

appeared what is known as a frost flower created by 

a build up of thin layers of ice. On 6th December we 

woke to a hoar frost that appeared to last all day but 

the following morning we were treated to a 

spectacular air-hoar frost that coated everything icing 

sugar white.  

 

On 14th December when the temperature was minus 

six degrees Celsius my brother-in law found an S 

shaped frozen slow-worm on the road. The slow-

worm looked like it had already been partially run 

over by a vehicle due to some damage to its tail. The 

slow-worm had probably been scuffed out of its 

place of hibernation by a bird. It was put in a box in 

the cellar and checked at midday but no sign of life. 

In the evening it was discovered to be alive and so 

placed in the garden under a shrub and covered in 

leaf litter.  

 

I have lots of bird news for this month‘s Focus and 

thanks to you all for passing on your observations. A 

large flock of starling is feeding in the fields around 

Thorverton and has been seen to roost in trees at 

Netherexe. A curlew was seen along the lane 

between Shute and Rixaford Cross. A small egret has 

once again been seen around the village including at 

Dinnaford. 

 

 At Upcott Barton Jim Chappelle reported three 

green woodpeckers searching for insects among the 

thatch of the roof. A brambling was feeding in a 

garden in Milford Lane. Nuthatch and great spotted 

woodpecker continue to visit bird tables. Red Kites 

have been seen with buzzards in a field close to the 

river bridge. Waxwings were seen at Alphington 

around 9/10th December.  

 

My husband was driving from Fursdon towards the 

village just before Ford and in front of him saw a 

sparrowhawk flying low because it was clutching a 

blackbird. The sparrowhawk sunk lower in flight 

then made an effort to rise up but dropped lower 

again with the weight of the blackbird. The 

sparrowhawk eventually released its grip and the 

blackbird escaped!  

 

In our garden at Raddon a cock pheasant regularly 

feeds below our bird table. He knows the bird seed 

comes from above him and to my amazement 

watched him tap at the upright pole of the bird table 

in an effort to dislodge seed. He even attempted 

vertical take off to get at the seed dispenser without 

success.  

 

As I finish this article on 18th December so the snow 

is looking beautiful. It seems there is more to come 

in the New Year according to The Biodynamic 

Sowing and Planting Calendar written by Maria & 

Matthias Thun, who predicts using the position of the 

planets. Their booklet suggests precipitation in 

January which at least could fall as rain but could 

take the form of snow. February is going to be cold 

with snow. It is not looking good for March and 

April either, so for a start we will wait and see what 

happens with the rest of the winter season.    

Jenny Garne 

 

NHS Devon warns people to be 

prepared as cold snap continues 

 
During winter, when demand on the NHS is highest, 

people are asked to choose well to make sure they get 

the right service for their needs.  

 

 Self-care - for minor illnesses, combine 

medicines for coughs, colds or flu with 

plenty of rest. 

 NHS Direct – can answer any health 

questions, 24 hours a day, and help to find 

services. Go to www.nhs.uk or call 0845 46 

47. 

 Pharmacist/chemist - for advice on illnesses 

and the right medicines. 

 GP/family - for medical advice, 

examinations and prescriptions for illnesses 

you can‘t shake off. 

 NHS walk-in centre/minor injuries unit - for 

treatment of minor illnesses or injuries, 

without an appointment. For details of your 

nearest MIU or walk-in centre go to 

www.nhs.uk 

 Accident and emergency or 999 – only for 

critical or life-threatening situations. 

 

For more information on keeping warm in Devon, go 

to 

http://www.devonpct.nhs.uk/Your_health/Winter
_weather_advice.aspx 
 
 

 

http://www.nhs.uk/
http://www.nhs.uk/
http://www.devonpct.nhs.uk/Your_health/Winter_weather_advice.aspx
http://www.devonpct.nhs.uk/Your_health/Winter_weather_advice.aspx
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Thorverton Youth Football 

  
There have been four games cancelled lately with the 

weather conditions so there is only one result to 

report: Saturday 11th December, at home to Twyford 

Spartans.  The boys had been desperate to wear there 

lovely new away pink kit. The pink was chosen by 

the boys themselves!!!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Luckily Twyford wear yellow and black so this gave 

the boys the chance to wear the kit which was kindly 

funded by the Focus. The new kit certainly did the 

trick in bringing the boys luck as they played some 

fantastic football and were clear winners with the 

final score 6-1 with SamTalbot scoring a hat trick.     

Thank you to the Focus for the lovely new pink kit. 

  

Natasha Carbines 

 

Photo supplied by Natasha Carbines 
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Golf Society  
Sunday 28

th
 November 2010 

 

Seven players put their reputations on the line on a 

bright Sunday morning. Those with reputations least 

tarnished were Phil Oram and David Harlow who 

shared the honours with 17 points apiece, attracting a 

one shot cut to their handicaps. 

 

The remaining five players, Scott Hasler, Dan 

Hawke, Ken Galvin, John Mann and Geoff Bulley, 

were each granted a half shot easing of their 

handicaps although all played well enough to keep 

smiling. 

 

Sunday 12
th

 December 2010 

 

The same number of contestants took to the course 

on a very cold but sunny morning. Some were able to 

handle the icy ground conditions with apparent ease, 

or was it simply good fortune, while others claimed 

that it was nothing but ill-fortune that cost them a 

chance of glory, 

 

It seems that the secret to success in such conditions 

is to carry a bag that has very short legs and have a 

four-wheel driver. So it was that Peter Thomas was 

able to withstand the jibes about keeping his clubs 

low to the ground as he stood tall upon the winner‘s 

rostrum. Peter‘s 18 sure-footed points, with not a 

poor hole recorded, also earned him a cut of one 

shot. 

 

In second place, regretting the shot he sent out of 

bounds beyond the fifth green, was Geoff Bulley 

with 16 points. The same player was awarded the 

Donna-Y Trophy for his approach to the 2
nd

 green, 

struck with a plum (I think that should be ‗aplomb‘ 

but my notes were scribbled) only to smash against a 

―Ground Under Repair‖ sign and rebound almost half 

way back to where it had come from. ―Donna-Y they 

put a sign just there?‖ was just one of the phrases he 

was heard to mutter. 

 

The other surprising turn of events was the finishing 

position of David Harlow. After a run of good 

performances during which he has often been in a 

podium position, he found the going too treacherous 

for his particular style. On a day made for the light 

touch, David does not have it in his armoury. The 

power players were all in the bottom half of the field. 

It‘s a little like driving in the snow; ease off the 

power, feel the road, take it easy, let the equipment 

do the work. 

 

 

Don‘t forget, there are two Sunday events each 

month. All are welcome. Details at The Exeter. 

 

G.S. Potter 

 

  

The Lodge    

 

Snowman on the Green 
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Icicles at Abbotsford 

The Bury in the snow 
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Thorverton Parish Information 
AIR AMBULANCE EMERGENCY - QUOTE NATIONAL GRID REFERENCE 

RECREATION GROUND - Sheet 192 SS 923019   MEMORIAL HALL FIELD - Sheet 192 SS 926019 

Bus services              See inside back cover 

Carers' Support Group Anne Higman, Wyndham House Surgery, Silverton. 860034. 
     Meetings - 3rd Wednesday of month, Wyndham House, 2.30-4.30 p.m. 

Church (C of E)   The Revd. Douglas Dettmer, The Rectory, Thorverton.  860332 

     The Revd. Sue Sheppard, Associate Minister, Autumn Haze, Rewe, 01392 841284 
     The Revd Hilary Dawson, Assistant Curate, The Vicarage, Stoke Canon, 01392 841928 
     Mrs Margaret Lowe, Administration Manager, 07594 714590 margaret.admin@netherexe.org 

 Church Wardens Peter Colebrook, Ockero, Thorverton.  861019.  
     Edwin Greed, Fortescue, Netherexe.  841231. 

 Consort   Mary Thomas, 1 The Glebe, Thorverton.  860730. 

 P.C.C. Treasurer  Jean Brown, Rydal Cottage, Bullen Street. 861176. 

 Friends of Thorverton Parish Church Trust   Emmie Aird, Kirkfoard, The Berry, Thorverton. 

Church (Baptist)  The Revd. Maurice Harrison, 01884 258599. 
    Secretary Phyllis Langdon,  860932.  

Services, notice board or Focus. 

County Councillor  Cllr. Mr. M. Lee.  01363 772671. 

District Councillor  Cllr. Mr. R. M. Deed.  01392 861258. 

Doctors     Dr  Jon Wride & Lynne Anderson / Drs Stead, O'Brien & Ziegler 

Electricity (Western Power) Report a loss of power: 0800 365 900   Bill Enquiries: 0800 365 000 
      Street lights 0870 556 1851  

Friends of Thorverton & Silverton Surgeries    Christine Walker,  881501 

Gas Emergency   0800 111999 

Leonard Trust   Chairman: R Hughes. Secretary: Mrs. E Hughes, 3 Dinham Mews, Exeter EX4 4EF 

Library (Exeter Mobile)      Alternate Thursdays, 11.45am to 12.05pm (16.05 to 16.50 from January 
2011) in the Quarry Car Park 

Newspaper Reporter (Express & Echo)   Jane Ristic, 53 Silver Street, Thorverton.  860054 

Parish Council Chairman Cllr. Stuart Crang,  

Parish Clerk    Mrs Jane Lane, Stable House, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton.  861062. 

Parish Council Meetings 2nd Tuesday of month, at The Memorial Hall, 7.30 pm. 

Parish Allotments  Contact the Parish Clerk - 861062 

Parish Council Notice Board Situated in School Lane, opposite the Thorverton Arms. 

       IMPORTANT!- PLANNING APPLICATION NOTICES ARE DISPLAYED HERE. 

Pension Service  PO Box 93,  Plymouth  PL6 5WJ.      0845 60 60 265 

Police    Central Switchboard 24 Hours:  0845 2777444.  

Post Office Portacabin (TCT Ltd)  Quarry Car Park, Thorverton  EX5 5NG  860455 
Mon. to Fri :  9 am.-1.00 pm.,    2 pm.- 5.30 pm.  
Sat: 9 am.-12 noon      Sun:  9 am - 10.30 am for newspaper sales only 
Business Manager:     Jill Blewett, Faircop, Jericho St, Thorverton 
Chair and Company Secretary: Heather Kershaw, 25 The Glebe, 860419 

Public Telephone Kiosk Opposite the Church, outside the Bell Inn, Dinneford  St. 

School (C of E Primary)  Head Teacher: Mrs Tania Beard   860374. 

School Governors  Chair: Clive Hamblin Clerk: Jane Ristic, 53 Silver St.  860054 

School P.T.F.A.   Chair: Lisa Browning, 860609   Secretary: Hannah James, 861075 
Treasurer: Damon Gill, 860176  

South West Water  24 Hour Emergency: 0800 169 1144.           Helpline: 0800 169 1133. 

Thorverton Millennium Chair: Dame Margaret Turner-Warwick, Pynes House,  

  Green Trust Silver Street  861173     Secretary: Shirley Hoole. 

Tiverton Volunteer Centre 28, Gold Street, Tiverton EX16 6PY. Judy Seymour, 01884 255734. 
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Thorverton Organisations 
 

Amateur Dramatic Society     Chair: Simon Ette, 861349 
  Secretary: Tori Elston, 881969 
  Meetings - Last Wednesday of each month at the W.I. Hut. 

Art Group  Barrie Phillips, Crossmead, School Lane, Thorverton. 860529  
  Meet Fridays during term-time at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 am-12.00. 

Arts Exchange Louise Page, Campion Cottage, Jerico St, 860509. 
  Monthly meetings in members' homes at 8.0 pm. (see Diary) 

Association Football Club  Chairman: Andy Harris, 01392 851664 
  Secretary: David Gregory, 2 The Orchard, Brampford Speke, 841803. 

Bridge Circle Graeme Culshaw, 3 The Glebe, Thorverton 860203.  
  Meets 1st/3rd/5th Thursdays at the W.I. Hut from 7.00 p.m.. 
Meet Fridays during term-time at the W.I. Hut, 5.30-7.00 pm. 

Cricket Club Chair: Charles Kislingbury, Arley House, 19 Church St, Silverton.  860270 
     Secretary: M C Denford, 14 Moorlands, Tiverton EX16 6UF 01884 255076 
  Fixture Sec: J Meredith, 190 Mincinglake Rd, Exeter EX4 7DS 01392 272504 

Focus Magazine Chair: Beryl Grace, Moss Bank, Thorverton. 860489. 
  Editor: Neville Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062. 
  Secretary: Jane Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062. 
  Treasurer:  Barbara Uglow, Sunnydale, Dinneford Street, Thorverton. 860614. 

Friends of Silverton & Thorverton Surgeries 

  Coffee Mornings in the Lamb Inn, Silverton 
  Held at 10-12 md on the LAST THURSDAY of every month except December.  

Golf Society Players of Thorverton Care of Exeter Inn, 01392 860206 

History Society Chair: Bill Stamper, Dunelm, Raddon, Thorverton. 860214 
  Programme Secretary: Beryl Coe, 5 The Glebe, Thorverton 860876. 

Ladies Group Meet 2nd Thursday of month,  (Venue and time - see Focus Notices). 

Memorial Hall Committee  Chair/Key holder/Bookings:Mr Mike Shelton. Fir Tree House,  
     Bullen Street. 861027. 

Memorial Hall Market      2nd Saturday of the month, at the Memorial Hall, 9.30   - 11.00 am. 

Thorverton Pre-School   Contact: Sarah Mitchell (chair): 860450. 
  Mon 9.15am-11.45am, & 12.45pm-3.15pm  &  Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm, 
  Tues/Weds 9.15am-11.45am  &  Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm,  
  Thurs 9.15-11.45am; 12.45pm- 3.15pm & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm. during term-time, at Memorial Hall. 
Thorverton Ambling, Rambling and Tramping Society (TARTS) 
  Contacts : Caroline Prince 07749 775304 or Graeme Culshaw 860203 
  See notices of walks in Old Post Office Window Bullen Street. 

 Thorverton Brownies  Hannah James 07716 013284, Lisa Browning 860609 
  

Toddler Group Contact : Hannah Calder 860808 
  Wednesdays, during term-time, at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 a.m.-11.30.  

Rainbows  Contact Jean Pearn  860105, Penny Fice  861136,  
  Term-time, Tuesdays  4-5 pm at the W.I. Hut. 

Royal British Legion Chairman / Hon. sec:  Bill Stamper,  Dunelm,  Raddon, Thorverton. 860214 
  Hon. Treasurer: Emmie Aird. 

Women's Institute Secretary: Susan  Maguire    01392 860631 
  Bookings:  Susan Maguire    01392 860631. 
  W.I. Meeting. 1st Tuesday of the month at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
  Whist, 3rd Tuesday of the month, at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 

W.I. Market & Coffee   4th Saturday of the month at the W.I. Hut. 10.00 am. to 11.00 am. 
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Doctors' Surgeries 
 

THE EXE VALLEY PRACTICE 
 

Dr JON WRIDE and Dr LYNNE ANDERSON 
 

 The Surgery, The Berry,   The Surgery, 3 Coach Road,  

 THORVERTON EX5 5NT  SILVERTON EX5 4JL 
 Tel: 01392 860273 (24 hours)  Tel: 01392 860176 (in surgery hours) 
 Fax: 01392 860654  Fax: 01392 861598 

www.exevalleypractice.co.uk 

Surgery Hours 
 

Mon. 3.00 -  5.15     Mon.     9.00  - 11.45  
Tue. 2.45 - 5.15             Tue.      9.00  - 11.45  
Wed. 9.00 - 11.00  Wed.     3:30 -   5:45   
Thu. 3.00  -   5.45               Thu.      9.00  -  11.30  
Fri. 3.00 - 5.45         Fri.        9.00 - 11.30 
 

There are no surgeries on Saturday and Sunday, but a doctor will be on call for emergencies only  

on 01392 860273. 

The Dispensaries are OPEN at the following times 

 
Mon.   8.30  - 1.00  &  2.00  - 6.00                Mon.      8.45  - 12.30 
Tue.    8.30  - 1.00  &  2.00  - 6.00                Tue.      8.45  - 12.30 
Wed.   8.30  - 1.00  &  2.00  - 5.00            Wed.  3.00  -   6.00 
Thu.    8.30  - 1.00  &  2.00  - 6.00                             Thu.                    8.45  - 1.00 
Fri.      8.30  - 1.00  &  2.00  - 6.00                              Fri.                     8.45 - 12.30 
 

REPEAT PRESCRIPTIONS  (Monday - Friday)   Please note that 48 hours notice is required for ALL 
repeat prescriptions.  Repeat Prescription line:    01392 861622 
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Waste Collection Dates for 2011 
 

a) Recycling and brown bins   b) General refuse 

 

Generally on Mondays unless stated 

 

January 6 (Thurs), 18 (Tues) and 31    January 12 (Wed) and 24 

February 14 and 28      February 7 and 21 

March 14 and 28      March 7 and 21 

April 11 and 26 (Tues)      April 4 and 18 

May 9 and 23       May 3 (Tues), 16 and 31 (Tues) 

June 6 and 20       June 13 and 27 

July 4 and 18      July 11 and 25 

August 1, 15 and 30 (Tues)     August 8 and 22 

September 12 and 26      September 5 and 19 

October 10 and 24      October 3, 17 and 31 

November 7 and 21      November 14 and 28 

December 5 and 19      December 12 and 28 (Wed) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bus services 
Turner's Tours / Carmel Coaches (bus 678)  Mon-Fri. 10.09 from The Berry and the Baptist Chapel.  

Return 13.35 from Exeter bus station, Stand 5. 

 

Stagecoach (service 55B) Mon-Sat (except Bank Holidays)  

To Tiverton:  07.55, 10.10, 12.10, 14.10, 16.12, 17.24 (except Saturdays), 18.12 from The Berry and Broadlands.  

Return from Tiverton bus station: 07.35 (07.40 on Saturdays), 08.45, 10.45, 12.45, 14.45, 15.55 (except 

Saturdays), 16.45, 17.45. 

 

To Exeter:  08.00 (08.05 on Saturdays), 09.10, 11.10, 13.10, 15.10, 16.20 (except Saturdays), 17.10, 18.10 from 

The Berry and Broadlands.  

Return from Exeter bus station: 07.30, 09.45, 11.45, 13.45, 15.45, 17.00 (except Saturdays), 17.45  

 

Stagecoach 55 service runs every half-hour in each direction along the Exeter-Tiverton road, stopping at the 

Thorverton turn (the Ruffwell).  Please consult Stagecoach 55 Group timetable for details of this service. 

 

Stagecoach free service to Somerfield's, Broadclyst, from Broadlands on Tuesdays 14.00. 

 

Stagecoach offers a variety of concessions for regular commuters, shoppers, children, students and jobseekers as 

well as one-day unlimited-use Explorer tickets. Further details from Stagecoach: 01392 427711 or 01803 664500 

or www.stagecoachbus.com or www.devon.gov.uk/devonbus. 

 

Devonbus Timetable Information: call Traveline  0871 200 2233 Timetables available at the Post Office 
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Diary 2011 
Please notify FOCUS Editor of additions or changes. 

(Email: focusonthorverton@yahoo.co.uk or phone Neville Lane on 861062) 

 

 

JANUARY  

Sat 8
th
   Saturday Market at the Memorial Hall 9.30 -11.00 a.m. 

Mon 10
th
 Allotment Holders‘ meeting, Exeter Inn, 7.30 p.m. January  

Thurs 13th   Ladies Group Christmas Dinner -- Meet in the Berry at 7-00pm.   

Fri 14
th
  Thorverton Art Group new term starts at Memorial Hall from 9.30am 

Thurs 20
th
  Arts Exchange, Awakenings, Garden Cottage, 8.00 p.m. 

Sat 22
nd

  WI Market  and coffee morning at the WI hut 10.00-11 a.m. 

 

FEBRUARY 

Fri11th  PTFA Quiz night, Thorverton School, 7.30pm 

Sat 12
th
  Saturday Market at the Memorial Hall 9.30- 11am 

Sat 26
th
  WI Market  and coffee morning at the WI hut 10.00-11.30 a.m. 

 

MARCH 

Sat 12
th
  Saturday Market at the Memorial Hall 9.30-11am 

Sat 26
th
  WI Market and coffee morning at the WI hut 10-11am 

Wed 30
th
 PTFA Family Race Night, Thorverton School, 6pm 

 

APRIL 

Sat 9
th
  Saturday Market at the Memorial Hall 9.30-11am 

Sat 23th WI Market and coffee morning at the WI hut 10-11am 

MAY  

Sat 14
th
  Saturday Market at the Memorial Hall 9.30-11am 

10-14
th
 May   Church Week and 41

st
 East Devon Arts Festival, Thorverton Parish Church 

Sat 28
th
  WI Market and coffee morning at the WI hut 10-11am 

 

JUNE 

Sat 11
th
 and Sun 12

th
 Thorverton Country Show 

Sat 11
th
  PTFA Event   (TBA) 

Fri 17
th 

 PTFA Bag2 School Collection 

Sat25th  WI Market and coffee morning at the WI hut 10-11am 


