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accompanied by the name of the originator, which may be withheld from print if requested.  

 

Important note for contributors 

Items for publication, adverts, changes to adverts, Diary entries, changes to Thorverton Information lists should be 

sent to the Editor, preferably as plain text in an email, or as an OpenOffice odt file or a Word doc file or a pdf file 

email attachment (to focusonthorverton@yahoo.co.uk) by the 20
th
 of the month prior to publication please. 
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  COST per ENTRY 
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Front cover: Butcher’s Shop and Green : Photo by Neville Lane 

 

The opinions and views expressed by contributors within the magazine are not necessarily those of Focus 

producers and the Focus Committee. 
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Editorial 
 

Do any of you use the services advertised in our 

advertisement pages in Focus?  I had cause to use 

them recently and was delighted by the results.  We 

have been having our kitchen improved (new sink, 

hob, worktop, tiles etc) and called on the service of 

one of our advertisers to do the bulk of the work.  I 

was particularly pleased to find, though, that when 

we discovered that we also needed a carpenter at very 

short notice to complete one section, we were able to 

find someone able to help;  and similarly when we 

found that we needed an electrician at even shorter 

notice.  So thank you, to those who saved the day, 

and also gave me something to write about here and 

reminded me how lucky we are to have such a 

comprehensive list of advertisers for all sorts of trade 

in Focus. 

 

Another advantage of having advertisers, of course, 

is that they bring in some money for Focus, allowing 

us to stay solvent.  Indeed, without advertising 

revenue we would have to almost double the price we 

charge for Focus.  I am delighted to be able to report 

that because we are in a relatively strong financial 

position at the moment, we are able to ask for bids 

for funding for village organisations or individuals 

wanting to do something for the general benefit of 

villagers.  Please see the notice about this on Page 5.  

I am very pleased that we are able to put a little back 

into village activities because it is village activities  

that give us the content to write about.  All a bit 

circular.  

 

 

 

 

 

I hope that you use the mobile library that comes to 

the village fortnightly on a Thursday afternoons from 

16.05 to 16.50 (see Page 29).  We are fortunate to 

have this service, but as with so many services, if we 

don‟t use it regularly we are likely to lose it.  Library 

services in general are under pressure at the moment, 

with reduced opening times, self-service and so on. 

 

I end this last editorial of 2011 with good wishes to 

you all for 2012.  Particular thanks are due to the 

editorial, printing, collating and distributing team 

who have managed to keep Focus on its feet for 

another year; and to contributors of articles and items 

of news who have provided us the content to edit, 

print, collate and distribute.  Additional help is 

always welcomed, so if you feel that you would like 

to play a part in 2012, let that be your New Year‟s 

resolution, and one that I can almost certainly help 

make come true. 

 

All the best for 2012. 

  

Neville Lane, Editor 
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Letters 
 

From Lee White of Pound Cottage 
 

My family and I wish to express our heartfelt thanks 

and appreciation for the great support and kindness 

received from so many friends and neighbours in our 

recent bereavement.  We have been overwhelmed by 

the many tributes to Geoff from friends, family and 

the many local organisations with whom Geoff has 

been associated over the years. 

 

 

From Lewis & Amanda Jones 
 

'Cinderella':  Congratulations to all the TADS cast 

and crew for a fantastic pantomime - all the hard 

work paid off! 

 

And can we just say to Christopher - your Mum, Dad, 

Brother and Grandparents are very proud of you!! 

 

 

From:  Janet and Colin Manley 

  
We would like to congratulate Chris Jones on his 

production of Cinderella.  Chris and the rest of the 

cast were excellent and very entertaining.  We had a 

very enjoyable evening.  Thank you. 

 

From Dorothy Folland 

 
Through Focus, I would like to thank the Thorverton 

branch of the Royal British Legion for providing 

their guests with such a good evening on Nov 26
th
. 

Special thanks to Alec and Penny Fice for organising 

the event so well. The food was exceedingly good.  

Also thanks  to all the helpers who looked after us so 

well, not forgetting  the entertainers. 

A very  enjoyable evening to be sure. 

 

 

From Sarah Crawford, Community Governor at 

Thorverton C of E Primary School: 

 

When our daughter, Alice, got married this summer, 

one of the special guests at her reception was Dr. 

Graham Palmer. Alice wanted him to be there 

because when she was a pupil at Thorverton Primary 

School, Dr. Palmer used to come in each week to 

hear her read (although I think they did as much 

chatting as reading!).  

 

Members of village community can play a really 

special part in the education of our children by 

coming into school like this. We need people who 

would like to hear children read or who can share a 

skill, join in an activity, tell a story about the village 

in times past or contribute in any other way to 

bringing the life of our lively community into school. 

You don‟t need to have a child in the school to help 

and as little as half an hour a week would be enough! 

 

If you would be interested in joining those who 

already come in to school as volunteers, please 

contact me, on 860295 or 

sarahcrawfordbrown@gmail.com  or Acting 

Headteacher Emma Pyne on 860374. 

 

 

 From Rachel Mildon, Pre-School Chair. 

 

On behalf of Thorverton Pre-School I would like to 

say a big thank you to everyone who joined us for 

our Christmas Craft Evening, we thoroughly enjoyed 

ourselves and hope that everyone left with a wreath 

creation that they were proud of!  We would like to 

say a special thank you to Elspeth Holmes who 

came along to give us some pointers and advise us on 

the different types of wreaths we could create.  We 

are also extremely grateful to the Thorverton 

Memorial Hall Committee who kindly donated 

Mulled Wine for the evening which helped us keep 

costs to a minimum; their generosity is truly 

appreciated by the Pre-School Committee.  The 

evening added £200 to Pre-School funds, so once 

again many thanks to everyone who supported us.  

 From Peter Lander of Western Australia. 

Through the internet, an article came up as part of 

Focus on Thorverton  Dec 2006. There was mention 

of a William Wippell selling Perry Farm and some 

other property. I was wondering whether there was a 

historical society or similar in Thorverton that could 

provide information on the Wippell family. 

My great grandmother was Maria Wippell, daughter 

of Henry Wippell from Thorverton.    ( can  anyone 

help Peter? Ed)  

 

 

Correction 

 

We have been asked to correct a misprint 

regarding Devon Air Ambulance appeal target 

(Letters page December issue) – it is £600,000 

and not six million (!) as printed. The target has 

since been reached. 

mailto:sarahcrawfordbrown@gmail.com
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Thorverton Parish Council  

 

Report of the December meeting of the 

Parish Council 
 

   
 

Housing Matters 

 

Cllr Jan Wills brought to the Council‟s attention a number of changes being introduced to the Affordable Homes 

Programme and which were likely to have an impact on the availability of funding. 

 

Planning Matters 

 

A. To note planning decisions to date of meeting: 

a. Ref 11/01449/FULL Installation of solar photovoltaic panels to barn roof.  Raddon Court.  

Approved. 

b. Ref 11/01461/FULL Installation of solar photovoltaic panels to existing outbuilding roof.  

Ratcliffe Farm.  Approved. 

c. Ref 11/01628/CAT Intention to fell 1 pine tree within a Conservation Area.  Fir Tree House, 

Bullen Street.  Approved. 

d. Ref 11/01710/CAT Intention to fell 1 willow tree within a Conservation Area.  20 Silver 

Street.  Approved. 

 

B. No planning applications had been received. 

 

Highways Matters 

 

Cllr Graham Sims reported that he had now completed his Snow Warden training.  A supply of grit salt would be 

made available to the parish through the Snow Warden Scheme. 

 

Finance Matters 
 

The Parish Council was very sorry to hear that Mr David Ashworth had decided to step down from his role as 

Internal Auditor of the parish accounts.  The Council is very grateful to David for his work in this capacity, 

undertaken on a voluntary basis for ten years.  The Council must now appoint a replacement auditor and any 

suitably qualified or experienced person who would be willing to take on this position should contact the clerk as 

soon as possible. 

 

Other Parish Matters 
 

- Cllr Sims had successfully replaced the slide rubber on the multi-play equipment at the Recreation Ground. 

- The Council was delighted to hear that two residents had volunteered to mow the grass at Jubilee Green. 

- It is understood that Stockleigh Pomeroy parish is intending to organise a Beacon near Raddon Top to 

celebrate the Queen‟s Diamond Jubilee.  Further details about this will no doubt emerge in due course. 

 

Next Meeting 

 

The next meeting of the Parish Council will take place in the Memorial Hall on Tuesday 10
th
 January 2012 at 

7.30pm.  An agenda is displayed on the Parish Notice Board prior to meetings and minutes are displayed once they 

have been approved by Councillors. 

Jane Lane, Parish Clerk 
 

Telephone: 01392 861062, email:Thorvertonclerk@aol.com 
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Dolphin Games Group

You are invited to join
The Dolphin Games Group

at 

‘The Thorverton Arms’

For pool, darts, dominos and 
other games

Meeting on alternate Tuesdays 
starting on Tuesday 24th May 

From 10.30am – 12 noon

All welcome

Cost – The price of a coffee

.

Notice Board  
 

Thorverton Church Consort Practices 
 
Thursdays at 7.45 p.m. to 9 p.m. in church: 

 

Thorverton Church Junior Consort 
Practices 
 
Mondays from 3.30 to 4.30 p.m. in school  
For more information please contact Mary Thomas, 
01392 860730               

 

TAG  
Thorverton Art Group 

 

FRIDAYS FROM 9:30 

THORVERTON MEMORIAL HALL 

 

New term commences Friday 6
th

 January 

 

NEW MEMBERS WELCOME 
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Thorverton Arts Exchange 

At Arts Exchange meetings we share our enthusiasms 

for writing, music, painting, film, craft etc. with one 

another. 

 

Usually there is a theme to our choices, but 

occasionally an individual member will take 

responsibility for a whole evening. 

 

The meetings take place in members' homes on 

Thursdays at 8.00 pm. The next meetings are: 

Date  Venue   Topic 

 

26 January Pynes House  Travels 

 

23 February Okero   Exceptional 

 

22 March Garden Cottage  Bears 

 

26 April Campion Cottage Edge 

 

New members are always welcome. For further 

information contact Louise Page or Rob Purvis, 

Campion Cottage 860509. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Funding available from Focus 

 
Do you need funding for improving facilities for a 

local organisation or for the general good of the 

village? 

 

Focus has some money available and we will 

consider any requests for funding received by 31
st
 

January.  Please submit requests to the editor.   

 

In the last round of funding we were able to provide 

funds to help the WI, Youth Football Team, Pre-

School and the Country Show.  We look forward to 

being able to support more requests this round. 

 

 

Diamond Jubilee Events 2012 
 
 

11
th

 February  Valentine‟s Dance 9 – 12pm 

 

31
st  

March   Mad Hatters Tea Party 6 – 9 pm 

 

9
th

 April  Easter Egg Hunt followed by Duck Racing 3 pm 

 

3
rd

 June  Free Lunch for Senior Citizens 

 

4
th

 June Start with Fancy Dress at the Rec then the Street Party 

Followed later with the BBQ at the Hall and Fireworks! 

 

 Further information to follow 
 

 

East Devon Arts Festival at Thorverton Church     

  15th - 19th May 2012 
 

 

An exhibition and sale of art and craft, special themed flower displays, excellent home-

made meals and refreshments.        

Free entry 
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Bickleigh Bridge 

 

Protective measures installed at Bickleigh Bridge on the A396 are working and have proven a success over the past 

two years.  Specially designed “anti-climb” kerbs were put in place and the kerb layout realigned in December 

2009, following 12 months in which the parapets of the Grade 2 Listed bridge were damaged and rebuilt at least ten 

times. Since then there have been only two instances of parapet damage and two of kerb damage.  The most recent 

of those incidents was in early December when the kerbs were struck by an HGV, serving their purpose by 

preventing any damage to the bridge parapet walls. 

 

The £8,000 scheme was designed to guide larger vehicles safely over the bridge. As well as the new kerbs, a white 

line hatched area was also painted on the road to discourage large vehicles from cutting the bend on approach to the 

crossing. 

 

Councillor Stuart Hughes, Devon County Council Cabinet Member for Highways and Transportation, said: “A lot 

of the damage that had been caused to the bridge was the result of driver error, so it was vital that measures were 

introduced to safeguard this historic structure while ensuring that it did not detract from the bridge‟s heritage. We 

have been monitoring the effectiveness of this project and it is a genuine success story. Not only is the bridge being 

protected, but the added benefits are the reduction in delays and expense to motorists who use this route.”  

 

Councillor Michael Lee, local County Councillor for Newton St Cyres and Sandford, said: "The protection has 

provided excellent value for money. It has dramatically cut the number of incidents of damage to the bridge which 

previously our teams were being called out to on a regular basis. Of course we are still bound to have some 

incidents, but more often than not the kerbs will take the brunt of any impact now." 
 

Get a taste of the orchard with 

Killerton Countryside 

 
Orchard & Fruit Tree Master-class, Mon 13 or Tues 

14 February 

 

The Countryside team at Killerton National Trust 

Estate, Broadclyst, near Exeter, are offering a unique 

opportunity to spend a day in their orchards learning 

expert skills to take home. 

 

The practical hands-on workshop will be led by 

National Trust Warden, Simon Garland who helps 

manage 50 acres of orchards on Killerton estate, 

home to a bumper 98 varieties of apples.  Originally 

planted by the Acland family a century ago,  

 

Killerton‟s orchards are doing so well they are to be 

extended with more local varieties. Money raised 

from this master-class will help contribute towards 

funding 300 English apple trees. 

 

Complete beginners as well as green-fingered 

enthusiasts aged 16 years+ are welcome to book a 

place. The hands-on session will be spent in three of 

Killerton‟s orchards: Sparrow Park, Haglis and 

Budlake Smithy. 

 

Simon will give a brief history of the orchards, 

professional advice on planting, pruning, care of fruit 
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trees and the specific tools for the job. Tools will be 

provided but individuals are encouraged to bring 

their own for advice. 

 

Over a home-cooked two-course lunch in the tea-

room, there will be an informal Q&A session over a 

delicious menu of Killerton estate award-winning 

produce and apple-themed dishes using local 

ingredients. 

 

National Trust Warden at Killerton, Simon Garland 

said „The purpose of our master-class is to highlight 

the importance of protecting apple orchards as 

wildlife habitats and shows that they still have a 

place in the modern landscape‟. 

 

He said: "Through events such as this, we‟re opening 

up Killerton‟s orchards as somewhere the local 

community can come to learn traditional countryside 

skills while making a valuable contribution towards 

the National Trust‟s work. People can then put what 

they‟ve been taught into practice and enjoy they‟re 

own home grown fruit.".‟ 

 

Places for The Orchard & Fruit Tree Master-class are 

available on Monday 13 or Tuesday 14 February, 

9.30am-4pm costing £60 per person including a two-

course lunch. Booking is essential as spaces are 

limited. Call 01392 881345. 

www.nationaltrust.org.uk/killerton 

 Tweet @NTKillerton 

 

 
 
. 

The Exe Valley Film Society 
         

Proudly presents: 

 
BRIDESMAIDS (15) 

 Director:   Paul Feig 
 Starring:   Kristen Wiig, Maya Rudolph, Rose Byrne 
 
This was the comedy sensation of 2011. It’s a hilarious look at the rivalry and pressure involved 
in being bridesmaids for your best friend – lots of laughs on the way and a real light-hearted start 
to 2012. 
                  
THURSDAY 26 January 
 
 

7.30 for 8.0pm       Brampford Speke Village Hall 
 
All welcome – members £1, non-members £5. Bring a bottle, a snack if you wish and enjoy the 
friendly, relaxed, candle-lit atmosphere & free popcorn! Enquiries 01392 840072                  

http://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/killerton
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THORVERTON ARMS 

Saturday 31 December 

NEW YEAR’S EVE 

‘Black-tie and posh-frocks’ dinner 

7pm-9pm          Booking essential 

Followed by an amazing evening of music from two local bands: 

Back Bench Rebellion 
supported by 

Rude Awakening 

Sunday 1 January 

Open as usual for Sunday lunch and dinner 

Tuesday 3 January 

Senior Lunch Club at 12 noon 

Friday 6 January 

For Twelfth Night 

A rehearsed reading of an extract from ‘Cold Comfort Farm’ 
7.30 pm 

All welcome 

Saturday 7 January  

Curry night 
 
 
 
Mel Stride MP 
  
If you would like my help with any issue, problem or concern you can write to me or e-mail me 
directly: 
 
Write to: Mel Stride MP, House of Commons, London, SW1A 0AA 
  
Email:                    mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk 
  
To contact my constituency team or to find out more about my advice surgeries in your area please call 01392 
823306 or visit www.melstridemp.com. 

http://mel.stride.mp/
http://parliament.uk/
http://www.melstridemp.com/
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Parish Church Services and News  

January 2012 SERVICES & INFORMATION 

The Netherexe Parishes - A Mission Community in the Diocese of Exeter  

 

 

1 January 2012 The Naming & Circumcision of Jesus 

 

10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Poltimore  A 

Simmonds 

10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Thorverton  JD 

 

 

6 January 2012 The Epiphany Mission Community Service 

 

07:30 pm Holy Communion  [C] Rewe  JD & DD 

 

 

8 January 2012 Epiphany 1 [Baptism of Christ] 

 

10:00 am Family Service of The Word   ☺ Newton St Cyres     Lay-Led 

10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Stoke Canon       DD 

11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Upton Pyne  SS  

06:30 pm Evening Prayer   [BCP] Cadbury    DD  

06:30 pm Evening Prayer  [BCP] Huxham  SS 

 

 

15 January 2012 Epiphany 2 

 

08:00 am Holy Communion   [BCP] Newton St Cyres      DD 

09:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Brampford Speke   DD 

10:00 am Holy Communion [C] Cadbury   JD 

10:00 am Service of The Word     Poltimore   Lay-Led  

10:00 am  Morning Prayer    [BCP] Thorverton                    Alan Simmonds 

   Joint with Baptist Church  

11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Rewe DD 

05:00 pm Evening Prayer  [BCP] Newton St Cyres   DD  

05:00 pm Holy Communion  [C] Stoke Canon   JD 

 

 

22 January 2012 Epiphany 3 

 

09:00 am Holy Communion    [C] Huxham    H Whitty 

10:00 am Service of The Word   Cadbury Lay-Led  

10:00 am Holy Communion [C] Newton St Cyres  DD 

10:00 am Family Service  ☺ Thorverton  Lay-Led 

10:00 am Service of The Word   Upton Pyne Lay-Led  

11:15 am Service of The Word   Rewe Lay-Led  

06:30 pm Evening Prayer  [BCP] Poltimore  DD 

 

 

29 January 2012 The Presentation Mission Community Service 

 

11:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Poltimore  DD 

 Followed by Lunch 
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5 February 2012 Third before Lent 

 

09:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Upton Pyne    DD 

10:00 am Service With A Smile  ☺ Brampford Speke  Lay-Led  

10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Poltimore  JD 

10:00 am Service of The Word   Stoke Canon  Lay-Led  

10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Thorverton  DD 

11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Rewe A 

Simmonds 

05:00 pm Service of The Word   Newton St Cyres  JD 

06:30 pm Evening Prayer  [BCP] Cadbury DD 

 

 

Services in the Netherexe Parishes 
Your parish churches aim to provide a variety of service types to meet the needs of the whole community.  Most 

Sunday services except those early in the morning include hymns and music. Everyone is welcome at all services 

 

Service With A Smile  These Family Services are designed for all ages 

Brampford Speke & Stoke Canon   and with the needs of young children especially in 

And Family Service Thorverton &  mind.  They are informal and contemporary in 

Newton St Cyres   style, often including a children‟s activity at the 

  beginning; without communion.  Services usually last 

  about 35 minutes and are followed by refreshments 

 

Young People’s Group [YPG] Young people‟s group meeting during the 10 am 

  Service at Thorverton on the first Sunday of the month 

  in school term time 

Holy Communion  [C] Traditional service in contemporary language [one hour] 

Holy Communion  [T] Traditional service in traditional language [one hour] 

Holy Communion  [BCP] Traditional service in traditional language [one hour] 

Service of The Word  [SW]  Morning or Evening Service [without communion] in 

  contemporary language, often Lay-Led 

Morning Prayer  [BCP] Traditional Morning Service [Mattins] from the Book of 

  Common Prayer [about an hour] 

Evening Prayer [BCP] Traditional Evening Service from the Book of Common 

Choral Evensong [BCP] Prayer [about an hour] 

 

DAILY SERVICES – Usual pattern 

 

Monday 09:00 am Morning Prayer at Stoke Canon Chapel 

Tuesday 09:00 am Morning Prayer at Thorverton  

Tuesday 06:00 pm Evening Prayer at Rewe 

Wednesday 09:00 am Morning Prayer at Thorverton  

Thursday 09:00 am Morning Prayer at Thorverton  

Thursday 05:00 pm Evening Prayer at Newton St Cyres  

Friday 09:00 am Morning Prayer at Thorverton  

Saturday  09:00 am Morning Prayer at Thorverton  

 

Variations  Mon 2
nd

 Jan  No Morning Prayer at Stoke Canon Chapel 

 Tue 3
rd

 Jan  No Morning Prayer at Thorverton  

 Thu 5
th
 Jan  No Morning Prayer at Thorverton  

 Mon 9
th
 Jan  No Morning Prayer at Stoke Canon Chapel 

 Wed 18
th
 Jan  Holy Communion at Thorverton 09:30am 

 Sat 28
th
 Jan No Morning Prayer at Thorverton  

 Tue 31
st
 Jan  No Morning Prayer at Thorverton  
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Who’s Who …..? Abbreviations Key 

 

DD The Revd  Douglas Dettmer  Rector   01392 860332 

SS The Revd  Preb Sue Sheppard  Associate Minister 01392 841284 

JD The Revd  Julia Dallen   Assistant Curate 01392 861145  

 

Family Services of the Word marked ☺ are led by Lay Teams. For more information about the Netherexe Parishes 

please see www.netherexe.org or contact: 

 

Mrs Margaret Lowe [Administrator] 

Tel: 07594 714590 - Tuesday & Thursday [08:30 – 16:30]  Email: margaret.admin@netherexe.org 

Correspondence:  The Netherexe Parishes, PO Box 734, Stoke Canon, Exeter, EX5 4WP. 

 

Would you like a lift to church?  May we offer you a lift to the parish church or to a joint service elsewhere?  

For transport to Sunday services  from locations in Thorverton parish, please ring Steve Rendell on [01392] 

860780.   

To arrange a lift to the weekday Holy Communion at Thorverton please ring Margaret  Turner-Warwick on 

[01392] 861173 

For transport from locations in Newton St Cyres parish please contact Mrs Charlotte Dyer on [01392] 851618 

For transport from Rewe please contact Guy Sheppard on 01392 841284 

 

 
 

Parish Letter 
 

Epiphanies 

January is a time for New Year‟s resolutions and, in 

the church, the celebration of the “Epiphany”.  This 

is traditionally the feast of the “wise men” from the 

East.  They suddenly appear in Matthew‟s gospel 

looking for the one who is born King of the Jews.   

They then disappear from Scripture as suddenly as 

they first appeared.   Never to return.  But the point 

of their journey remains forever important.   They are 

the first to understand that Jesus “has been born king 

of the Jews.”   For the ancient Church, this 

“epiphany” or showing or acknowledgement of the 

Christ was worth celebrating.   It still is.   

The Gospels are full of epiphanies – fleeting 

moments when God shows himself to humanity 

through his Son.  Two examples are the baptism of 

Jesus at the beginning of his earthly ministry and his 

crucifixion, at the end of it, when the centurion at the 

cross exclaims that Jesus is indeed “God‟s Son.”   

You can look these stories up for yourselves in 

Matthew 3.13-17 and Mark 15.33-39. 

God still reveals himself to us today if we are open to 

his “epiphanies”.  To experience his presence we 

must be willing, like the wise men from the East, to  

 

leave the comfort of our preconceptions and 

prejudices.   We must be willing to look for the 

Christ in places others refuse to enter, whether it be 

shelter, soup kitchen, or stable.    The wise men 

brought gold, frankincense, and myrrh.  We must 

bring the gift of ourselves as we look for Christ alive 

and present in the elderly, the homeless and all the 

vulnerable and defenceless people of our world.  He 

is there when we turn to him in prayer and in those 

times when we find ourselves without words and on 

the point of despair.   He is with us in the quiet of our 

hearts and in the noise of our everyday lives.  

Christ is also with us today in the bread and wine of 

the service of Holy Communion.  Perhaps that‟s a 

good place to start if you want to experience his 

peace and his love.  Why not make a New Year‟s 

resolution to come to a service.  You will be assured 

of a warm welcome in your local church. Join us (and 

the wise men) and welcome the Christ child into your 

life. 

With my good wishes to you all for a very Happy 

New Year  

Sue Sheppard 

 

http://www.netherexe.org/
mailto:margaret.admin@netherexe.org
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Baptist Church 
New Year is traditionally a time for New Year 

Resolutions.  I wonder if you‟ve made any this time?  

The pundits reckon that by now, a few days into the 

New Year, 95% of them will have been broken.  

Maybe that‟s why I don‟t make any these days.  In 

fact I long ago made a resolution not to make any 

more resolutions!  But there‟s a man in the New 

Testament who may well have been considering 

making some.  Not that it was New Year, as far as we 

know.  But there was certainly a desire for change in 

this man‟s life.  Why was that? 

  

Well, he wouldn‟t have qualified for Time 

Magazine‟s choice as Person of the Year - No, he 

wasn‟t very popular in the town of Jericho where he 

lived.  I suppose his reputation was something like 

that of Ebenezer Scrooge in Dickens‟ “Christmas 

Carol”.  People would murmur and nudge one 

another as he came down the street.  Children would 

get out of his way.  No-one - except his kindly 

nephew, of course, would risk wishing him a Merry 

Christmas.  But for our man in the New Testament, 

this was because he had one of those jobs that 

everybody detested.  What a conversation-stopper if 

by chance he got talking, perhaps during a visit to a 

district where he wasn‟t well-known, to someone and 

the inevitable question came up, “What do you do for 

a living?”  “Er … I‟m a tax collector”.  End of 

conversation!  Today it would be “an Income Tax 

Inspector” or even “a Baptist Minister”! 

  

Robin Hood, you will remember, robbed the rich to 

give to the poor.  People like Zacchaeus robbed the 

poor - and everybody else - to give to the rich - 

themselves!  And they did it on behalf of the 

government.  At least, some of the money they took 

made its way back into the coffers of the 

government.  But a large proportion of it also went to 

line the pockets of people like Zacchaeus.  And since 

he was a chief tax collector, that meant he had people 

working under him and therefore there was a cut for 

the boss in everything they took.  No wonder he was 

hated. 

  

But there was another reason too.  When I refer to the 

government, I mean the occupying power - the 

Roman authority that held sway in the Judea of that 

time.  Money extorted from the people often made its 

way back to Rome so that local people didn‟t benefit 

from it at all.  And many ordinary citizens hated 

Rome with a great hatred.  The Imperial Power 

represented everything that was distasteful in Jewish 

eyes.  And Zacchaeus was a local representative of 

that power - in other words, a traitor. 

  

This little man was despised and looked down on by 

his fellow citizens.  His littleness becomes more than 

physical:  he is a nobody.  A cheat and a traitor and a 

nobody!  Well, you may say, people like that are 

pretty thick-skinned.  They don‟t care what people 

think of them.  Maybe.  But why then was it that 

Zacchaeus showed such determination to find out 

who Jesus really was, when the Master visited his 

town?  There must have been some desire to turn 

over a new leaf, to make a fresh start, to become 

somebody different.  Otherwise he could have just 

stayed at his luxurious home in the better part of 

town.  Or spent another day in the office counting his 

money or poring over his accounts.  But he preferred 

to brave the mockery and the hostility of the 

townsfolk in order to see Jesus. 

  

Had he heard that Jesus was regarded as the friend of 

tax collectors and sinners?  That people like him, 

considered by the populace to be unsavoury 

character, were not objects of contempt and scorn for 

Jesus as they were for others?  Well then, he 

wouldn‟t be turned away because he was a tax 

collector.  But had he heard also what Jesus had been 

saying about rich people, that it was humanly 

impossible for them to enter the kingdom of God but 

that with God all things were possible?  That must 

have hit home in the case of a rich man like him. 

  

Well, despite his wealth, position and the fact that he 

was a social outcast he would try.  But the crowd is 

in the way and he has to sacrifice his dignity by 

climbing into a tree.  And it is Jesus who takes the 

initiative.  Jesus who in Luke‟s gospel in particular 

has an uncanny knowledge of the secret affairs of 

others.  He invites himself home for a meal. 

  

The onlookers are scandalised!  What is the Master 

thinking of?!  This is no way to behave!  Going to eat 

at the home of a notorious sinner implies giving him 

the social recognition that everybody has been 

concerned to deny him over the years.  And so the 

crowd murmurs …  

  

But during the meal, or perhaps after it, 

 Zacchaeus stands up before the whole company and 

makes a declaration.  This encounter with Jesus has 

changed his life.  And it‟s not just a wishy washy airy 

fairy little speech - he really means business.  He‟s 

going to put things right in his crooked affairs.  From 

now on he is going to play it honest.  AND he is 

going to make restitution for his fraudulent dealings 

in the past.  And he‟s going far beyond what the law 

required so it‟s really sincere, more than a gesture.  In 

fact, he‟s going to give away half his fortune to the 

poor and pay back 4 times over anyone who has 

defrauded.  That might mean half the town!  Now 

when a man starts to talk that way you know there‟s a 
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fundamental change going on!  It‟s not just pious 

talk. 

  

Certainly this is the way Jesus interprets it.  “Today 

salvation has come to this house since he also is a son 

of Abraham."  Zacchaeus is no longer excluded from 

society.  He has taken his place in the true Israel. 

  

"For the Son of Man came to seek and so save that 

which was lost.." In other words, while Zacchaeus 

was looking for Jesus, at the same time Jesus was 

looking for Zacchaeus  And on that fateful day in 

Jericho their paths crossed and Z‟acchaeus' life was 

changed for ever. 

  

A new start, a new attitude, a new hope, a new life.  

A new opportunity for us this year to meet Jesus in 

our lives.  

 

Maurice Harrison 

 

 

 

Women’s Institute 

Coffee mornings and Markets have been set for the 

next six months as follows.   

Each will be from 10.00 to 11.00 am at the WI Hut: 

Saturday 28
th
 January, Saturday 25

th
 February, 

Saturday 24
th
 March, Saturday 28

th
 April, Saturday 

26
th
 May, Saturday 23

rd
 June. 

 

I Don’t Believe It 
Some months ago I expressed disbelief at the 

inefficiencies and waste of our County Council. I do 

hope they have now got the bus stop markings/kerbs 

by the new student accommodation in Cowley Bridge 

Road correct – at the third attempt. I‟ve also noticed 

that despite pressure on some budgets the Council‟s 

job creation programme continues unabated, 

replacing street lamp columns in The Glebe and other 

parts of the village. When I asked the contractors 

why the columns were being replaced I was told it 

was because they were old - which made me feel 

somewhat insecure. I can understand replacing 

infrastructure which is dangerous or inefficient and 

no longer economic to maintain, but non-selective 

wholesale replacement of such static assets as 

concrete columns on age alone makes no business 

sense and is surely an extravagant misuse of our 

Council Tax. 

Having so far survived the pedestrian hazards of 

aggressive bell-less cyclists, BMXers, skateboarders, 

rollerbladers and F1 mobility scooter drivers there is 

now another challenge to safety – Parkour. This 

French craze of jumping, leaping and tumbling from 

wall to wall and roof to roof is featured in the remake 

of Oliver Twist and, I hear, even taught in some of 

our schools. In my youth such mistreatment of other 

peoples‟ property was called vandalism. 

 

The latest manifestation of anti-British sentiment is 

to be found in the exciting world of aviation air 

pressure measurement. The millibar (mbar), defined 

in 1909 by William Napier Shaw, then Director of 

the Met Office, has recently been replaced by the SI 

unit hectopascal (hPa), named after the less modest 

French physicist, etc. Blaise Pascal. Fortunately, 

despite sounding a heck of lot more, one hectopascal 

is for practical purposes equivalent to one millibar. 

So that‟s good news for weather forecasters and 

pilots and I now need to pump my bike tyres up to 

3447hPa. 

  

For those still in a party mood, remember, a hangover 

is the wrath of grapes.    

     

Commentator   

 

     

 

Legal Eagle 
 

This month we turn our attention to the crime of 

battery; essentially the offence consists of the 

intentional or subjectively reckless infliction of 

unlawful personal violence on another. 

 

A number of cases have held that battery cannot be 

committed by an omission and that the conduct of the 

accused must be a positive act. However, in DPP –v- 

K (a Minor) [1990] and Santana-Bermudez [2004] 

the accused were convicted on the basis of their 

failure to act. A decision of the Supreme Court on 

whether an omission suffices is long overdue. 

 

The infliction of the personal violence must be 

unlawful i.e. no defence must be available to the 

accused. Of particular importance in this regard is the 

claim by the accused that the victim consented. 

 

The general rule is that consent is never a defence to 

physical injury. In Brown [1993] The House of 

Lords confirmed that consent can be a defence to 

assault and battery, but cannot be a defence when any 

harm is caused. 
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Consent may be expressly or tacitly given. Consent 

will, for example, be express when given in respect 

of invasive medical or dental treatment. Tacit consent 

can be found in the hurly-burly of modern life; 

people crowded together on tube trains for example. 

 

The general rule regarding consent is subject to a 

number of „public interest‟ exceptions, where there is 

deemed to be good reason for allowing individuals to 

consent to the harm. Medical treatment is an obvious 

example; engaging in sporting activities which carry 

the risk of injury is another. The exception in this 

instance does not apply, however, where the harm is 

intentionally cause or results from a participant 

acting outside the rules. The case of Blisset [1992] 

illustrates. Torquay United were playing Watford at 

Plainmoor.  A Watford player, Blisset fractured the 

eye socket and cheekbone of a Torquay United player 

when challenging for the ball. Blisset was, 

surprisingly, found not guilty as the Torquay player 

was deemed to have consented to the risk of such 

harm. Having watched a video recording of the 

incident my personal feeling is that Blisset was very 

fortunate to be acquitted. 

 

Other examples of the „ public interest‟ exception‟ 

can be found in surgery carried out for cosmetic or 

therapeutic purposes; horseplay, in Jones [1986] 

boys at a youth club tossed two others into the air, 

one suffered a ruptured spleen and the other a broken 

arm. The Court of Appeal held that the defence of 

consent was available, as, ‘boys have always engaged 

in such antics’. 

 

Perhaps even more alarming is the decision in the 

case of Aitken [1992] where an RAF officer was 

deemed to have consented to the risk of serious 

injury when he allowed other officers to pour white 

spirit over him and set light to it in order to test the 

flame proof properties of his flying suit. 

 

The word „violence‟ when used in connection with 

battery does not carry its normal meaning. When 

used in relation to battery it includes any unlawful 

touching of another, however slight. A stolen kiss 

could amount to a battery, as could throwing water 

over someone. 

 

„Personal‟ violence means upon the person. This 

allows for the infliction of violence on the body of 

another and upon the clothes that a person is wearing. 

It would appear to be unnecessary to prove that the 

victim felt the touching. 

 

The final actus reus requirement is that the personal 

violence was inflicted as a result of the accused‟s 

conduct. This requires proof of both factual and legal 

causation which we considered in an earlier article. 

 

„Inflict‟ means „to cause‟. In DPP –v- K ( a Minor ) 

[1990], D was held to have caused a battery when he 

put acid in a hand and face drier, which sprayed the 

next person who used the dryer. In Haystead –v- 

Chief Constable of Derbyshire [2000], the accused 

punched a woman twice in the face. The woman was 

holding a child. As a result, the child fell from the 

woman‟s arms and hit his head on the floor. It was 

held by the Divisional Court that D had committed a 

battery to the child as it was reasonably foreseeable 

that the woman would let go of the child, having 

been punched. These cases illustrate that the accused 

may „cause‟ the result even though he does not 

directly touch the victim, provided that the result was 

reasonably foreseeable. 

 

Next month we shall look at the offences in Section 

18 and 20 of the Offences Against the Person Act 

1861. 

 

Clive Hamblin. 

 

 

Royal British Legion 

 
 

Thorverton Branch 2011 

 

Dear Friends of the Thoverton Branch 

 

This year‟s Poppy appeal raised £2913.59p, the 90
th
 

anniversary of the Royal British Legion. 

 

Many thanks to Penny Fice, our Poppy organiser, the 

Poppy Collectors and to all who contributed so 

generously. Whilst the Rugby World Cup was 

televised, a generous donation was collected from 

those watching at the Exeter Inn! We thank them for 

their support. 

 

On Armistice Day, at the village War Memorial, 

Members, Villagers and Thorverton School children 

respected the two minutes silence. The annual 

Remembrance service on the 13
th
 November was 

well attended and conducted by the Reverend 

Douglas Dettmer. 
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Alex & Penny Fice, with friends, organised a 

celebratory 90
th
 anniversary dinner on the 26

th
 

November with 53 members, Poppy collectors and 

guests attending. The village hall was decorated with 

posters, bunting and a gallery of Service photographs 

of members, past and present. The superb meal was 

served by a small army of chefs, waitresses and wine 

waiters! The principle guests were Mr Ralph Howard 

Williams, the Legion‟s Devon County Chairman, and 

Mrs Howard Williams. After the dinner, we were 

entertained by Major Bill Uppington, with his Army 

anecdotes, and the talented “Friends of the Royal 

British Legion” choir, who sang old wartime songs, 

ably backed by the audience! Simon Hedges 

performed a monologue and read the poem “In 

Flanders Fields”. Thank you Sheena Hedges and 

Heather Kershaw for organising the choir and to all 

who put so much effort into making the evening so 

memorable. 

 

The Thorverton Branch was formed on the 21
st
 

October 1921, a few months after the National 

Organisation‟s formation. The Branch has flourished 

continuously since and to continue into the future, we 

need your support and invite residents of Thorverton 

to become members.   

 

Membership is open to all, both male and female 

over the age of 18, and is not confined to those who 

have served in the Armed Forces.         

              

Your Branch needs you! All will be welcome. 

 

Peter Furneaux      Chairman/Hon Secretary 
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The Old WI 
 …of 2012 

 

As strange as that title may sound that is what we are 

to become in February of this year if no one helps us 

out. 

 

We‟re not asking for money or even handouts.  

All we‟re asking is a couple of hours of your time 

once a month. 

Why are we asking this?  

We need new blood and new ideas. 

Why do we want them? 

We want to survive. 

 

I have worked out that in a 30 day month there are 

43,200 mins. 

In a couple of hours there are 120mins. so by the 

power of deduction, and providing I‟m right, that 

leaves 43,080 mins to do the other things that life 

demands.  

We have no meeting in Jan so extra time has already 

been added to the latter figure. 

 

I know someone won‟t be able to resist the urge to 

point out the days of February to me. 

I‟m sorry but my name is Gregory, not Einstein!!! 

 

I would be amongst the first to admit we live in a 

busy world. 

I often wonder if we ever get to where we‟re 

supposed to be going, or if in fact we even know the 

right route. 

 

Smelling the flowers and listening, and I mean really 

listening, to bird song seems to be a thing of the past 

for many these days, but helping others must never 

die, not if we are to survive. 

 

I recall asking someone once why they didn‟t join the 

WI and the answer made me cringe. 

I was told the WI was for old folk.  

 

At what age does a person become old? 

Is it when the skin wrinkles or the speed slows down? 

Is it when things are seen as a different perspective to 

that of a younger person? 

Who truly knows? 

 

When I assailed 240ft down Canonteign Falls I was 

62. Was I old?  

The lady of 90 celebrating her birthday by doing the 

same thing certainly didn‟t think so 

.  

Material things come and go but achievements last 

forever and they can‟t be stolen.  

Is it achievements that determine age?  

The more mature have gained achievements as they 

have been through the „University of Life‟ whilst the 

younger are still walking the road.  

 

This is not to be seen as a put down on the young. 

I wish them every success in their journey. Life can 

be tough.  

 

I am sure the village jungle drums will of reached 

you before Focus and you will have learnt that I have 

stood down as president. 

Worried you may be asked to do it if you came? 

Don‟t be, the WI have strict laws about that. 

 

When we discard material things to some far off 

corner we know they can be bought out at a later date 

and nostalgically looked at again. 

 

We are not like that. Once we are gone, we are gone, 

and a hut that was once the village‟s first prefab will 

be left in the hands of destiny and, probably in time, 

a bulldozer. 

 

I expect that after reading this you will put your 

Focus in some safe place until the next edition arrives 

and think of us no more. 

 

My how I would love you to prove me wrong and be 

at our meeting on February 7th at 7- 30 

  

By the way, if we go „Chatter Café‟ goes with us. 

 

               Do you have the time? 

 

The decision is yours. 

 

Sylv Gregory  

 
Charity 229868 

 

 

 

 

Allotment Holders    

Upcoming Meetings for your diary 

The Next Quarterly Meeting will be held at the 

Exeter Inn on Monday 9
th
 January at 7.30 pm. Also 

the Annual General Meeting will be held at the 

Exeter Inn on Monday 2
nd

 April at 7.30 pm. An item 

of food will be brought to the AGM by all attending.  

We hope to see you there.   

Mark Welsh  
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TARTS News 

 
Thorverton Amblers Ramblers and Trampers  

 

On Saturday 17
th
 December we started the day by 

walking the second half of the Exeter Green circle, 

which was led by Anne. The walk was around 7 

miles in length and took us through Ludwell Valley, 

Mincinglake, and the university grounds, before 

walking back along the quay to the cars. It was 

fascinating to see just how many green spaces there 

are within Exeter, not just parks but some quite 

lovely stretches of countryside with bridlepaths and 

footpaths crossing. We did in fact have to give way 

to a horse and rider on the Mincinglake section! We 

found some conveniently placed picnic benches near 

a community garden to stop for lunch, and we were 

very fortunate with the weather too. 

 

In the evening we had our Christmas meal at The 

Thorverton Arms which was excellent. We managed 

to avoid any potential disasters this year with no 

repeat of last years' setting fire to the napkins! 

However the barrage of missiles constructed from 

bits of Christmas cracker that were flying back and 

forth between some members of the party (and I do 

include myself!) probably means we still won't be 

invited to any garden parties for next year‟s jubilee. 

On the subject of anniversaries; our tenth anniversary 

is coming up, but there is a slight disagreement 

among us as to whether it is 2012 or 2013. If anyone 

can shed any light on the exact date I would be very 

interested to know. Also if there are any walks or 

events that you would like to see in our programme 

for the anniversary year please let me or Graeme 

know, it would be lovely to see people who haven't 

walked with us for a while, and of course new people 

are very welcome too.  

 

Future walks and events 

Saturday 31
st
 December: A 3-mile stroll in the 

Crediton area. Start your New Year‟s resolution early 

with a gentle and local walk led by Tony. 

 

Saturday 7
th
 January 2012: A 5 ½ mile around 

Colyton led by Jean. 

 

Saturday 21
st
 January: A 6-mile walk near Uffculme 

led by Anne. 

 

Saturday 4
th
 February: led by Heather and Royston. 

 

Saturday 18
th
 February: An Exmoor walk led by 

Caroline 

 

Saturday 3rd March: A 7 ½ mile walk from Ivybridge 

led by Tony. 

 

Saturday 17
th
 March: Shorter walk led by Simon and 

Mary. 

Saturday 31
st
 March: Led by Ann. 

All walks meet opposite the church at 0930, and are 

suitable for dogs unless otherwise stated. Shorter 

walks are usually 4 – 6 miles in length and longer 

walks 6 – 9 miles, however precise details of each 

walk (length, gradient, lunch information etc) will be 

displayed approximately a week before the walk in 

the Old Post Office Window and on the village notice 

board. If you would like to be included on the email 

list contact Caroline (861002) or Graeme (860203). 

 

 

 

Thorverton and District History 
Society 
 

Our concluding talk of 2011, Roman Cullompton – 

Recent Discoveries, was given by Dr Bryn Morris, a 

Project Officer with South Molton based consultancy 

Southwest Archaeology. Legislation from 1991 now 

protects archaeology pre-development, the cost of the 

work imposed by planning conditions being met by 

the developer, in this instance Millwood Homes. 

A study of an estate map from 1633 suggested the 

Shortlands Lane site might contain antiquities from a 

medieval settlement. Trial excavation holes were dug 

at intervals around the site. If nothing of interest had 

been discovered no further work would have taken 

place, but a dark area of soil crossing a trench 

together with a fragment of Roman pottery prompted 

a full investigation involving the removal of 

hundreds of tons of topsoil from the 60 by 30 yard 

site. 

As work progressed and various features and 

artefacts were exposed a picture developed of the 

likely land uses and activities from the period of 

Roman occupation. In 1984 evidence of a Roman 
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Fort on St Andrews Hill emerged. That fort was 

abandoned in the mid 70‟s AD, but these recent finds 

of pottery and coinage at Shortlands Lane suggests a 

substantial Roman settlement existed below the fort 

and continued into the 3
rd

 and 4
th
 centuries.  

 

The find of a piece of box flue tile suggests the 

existence of a Roman Manor House nearby with the 

luxury of a hypocaust or bath house. An amphora 

handle stamped with its Spanish manufacturers 

marks, like other similar finds in Germany, Italy and 

elsewhere in Britain indicates a flourishing 

international market in oils and wines. 

 

A decorated gaming board of shale from the Purbeck 

area was discovered and provided protection for two 

funereal pots found beneath, the larger one complete 

and undamaged. This black burnished ware from 

Dorset, 14 inches tall with a decorated midriff and 

rim, was taken to Exeter Airport and X-rayed using 

their security scanner. The contents included the neck 

of a perfume bottle and the likely remains of a 

Roman soldier aged between 24 and 35. 

 

The wealth of finds at Cullompton enabled more 

precise dating of soil composition and this  will help 

further refine the dating of other Roman settlements 

in Devon and increase our knowledge of our shared 

past. 

 

The Bell Inn Photographs have now been expertly 

scanned and archived with accompanying 

commentary onto DVD by Society member Robin 

Blythe-Lord. The photographs will shortly be placed 

on permanent exhibition at the Memorial Hall.                           

       

Barrie Phillips 

 

Kenneth John Lee 
 

As many will know, the village recently lost one of 

its long-term residents with the passing away of John 

Lee of Sunnymead in Thorverton, aged 76. His 

funeral was held at the Parish Church on the 1
st
 

December and I was privileged to be able to transport 

his coffin to the church using his Fordson Super 

Dexta tractor and trailer. It was very fitting that John 

completely rebuilt this tractor from very poor 

condition and also made the trailer from scrap parts 

in his own workshop. 

 

John was a lifelong mechanical enthusiast, with a 

particular passion for tractors and stationary engines. 

He grew up into his father‟s agricultural contracting 

business, at Heathfield in Thorverton, and maintained 

an interest in machinery for the rest of his life. His 

knowledge as a vintage enthusiast was greatly 

enhanced by the fact that he actually operated many 

of the machines during his working career that now 

fall into the vintage and classic domain. 

 

My first memories of John, when I moved to the 

village in 1980, were in his role of leading the village 

carnival processions by driving the tractor towing the 

carnival queen. John would often mention these 

memorable occasions and the commitment that he 

gave to these events, which sadly no longer feature in 

the village. As neighbours we soon became good 

friends and the „workshop‟ became a common 

meeting place to compare notes and view each 

other‟s projects. 

 

John was a keen ploughman and would regularly 

attend local ploughing matches. He was an active 

member of both the East Devon and Mid Devon 

vintage machinery clubs, and was well known on the 

vintage rally circuit and at farm machinery sales. 

Over the last 10 years he has staged a vintage gas-up 

at his home and this event has raised many thousands 

of pounds for the Devon Air Ambulance. It is hoped 

that this event may continue in his memory. 

 

On a personal note, John was always keen to give 

advice and assistance on my restoration projects and 

nothing was ever too much trouble. John was a great 

companion when we visited farm sales and I will 

always remember him for his knowledge, inspiration 

and optimism in life. 

 

Tom Walling   
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John Lee at one of his Gas-up events which raised so much money for Devon Air Ambulance and 

 below at a local ploughing match. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photos by Neville Lane 
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Cinderella: The Pantomime  

 

„Thorverton‟s most exciting Pantomime in years‟ 

 
On the 1

st
 December TADS took the stage once again 

in a re-invention of the most magical pantomime of 

them all, Cinderella. Over 3 days we performed five 

sold out shows, Breaking TADS records, to some of 

the best audiences we‟ve ever had. 

 

As the writer and director of this production I must 

thank anyone who came to see this exciting and 

entertaining musical. 

 

 Some of your comments were lovely and I‟m so glad 

you all enjoyed it. I must thank my cast and crew 

who all did brilliantly in this challenging new show, 

all the children involved did so well also, Thank you! 

 

Some of the comments on Cinderella: The 

Pantomime 

“So lovely to see you all having such fun in this 

show, we in the audience all had fun to” 

 

“One of the most entertaining pantomimes I have 

ever seen, the music, dancing, lighting and sets were 

truly spectacular” 

 

“My Daughter loved dancing with you all at the end 

of the show, thank you for getting everyone involved 

in such a high energy performance” 
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Tales of Old Thorverton 
In grateful memory of a much-loved Thorvertonian 

Final Transmission 
 
“And there‟s no doubt the transmission is from 

Tokkelkipp?” the Junior Secretary for Intra-Galactic 

Affairs asked. 
 

“None whatsoever,” the President answered, waving 

her antennae with a trace of annoyance. “It carries his 

vocal signature. The only question is why the 

transmission was cut off so abruptly.” 
 

“But we are permitted to hear it?” 
 

“Certainly. Though I am duty-bound to remind you 

that even though Tokkelkipp‟s anthropological 

qualifications are beyond reproach his quirky sense 

of - for want of a more apposite word – humour, is 

occasionally in questionable taste. In addition, some 

of the more sordid details may prove unsettling to 

those of you who have recently partaken of 

sustenance. The lavatory is behind you.” 
 

With that the President flung the rote into the centre 

of the room, where it unfolded in a soft shower of 

pink sound. 
 

The Council delegates settled back into their tanks of 

liquid methane and listened. 
 

“Transmission to Galactic Administration: star 

date 7806 - Location: Sol system, Planet 3, northern 

hemisphere, isolated landmass, central south-west - 

Landing site: open area approximate to small 

sentient community – Time: solrise - Temperature: 

636
0
 Z. 

 

“And it‟s hello from me to all you lovely 

dendrological delinquents back home. This is 

Tokkelkipp reporting a textbook landing. Craft 

reports fully operational status. External sensors 

indicate no sign of intelligent life; manifold sub-

sentient beings are predominantly mucronate and 

green. Presume any sentient beings are still engaged 

in nocturnal regeneration.  
 

“Chemical analysis and visual observations indicate 

heavy precipitation of liquid hydrogen-oxygen 

compound. Sacred Woodies! Imagine having your 

tentacles wet-cleaned in that! 
 

 “Oh well, the early hay-cat catches the kraken, as 

they say. Time to put my helmets on, I guess…. 
 

“…I‟m outside now.  The precipitation has been 

terminated. And unless I‟m much mistaken I detect 

movement at the periphery. Yes, something‟s 

definitely in motion over there. Give me half a 

podsac. Perhaps I can get in a touch closer… 
 

“Right, I see it clearly now.”  
 

“Dendron the Divine and savoury carbuncles!” 
 

[Several gulps later] 

“How do I start to describe that! Is this what I 

travelled 24,000 light years to cast eye upon? Is that 

alive?!  
 

“Osseocarnisanguineoviscericartilaginonervomedulla

ry at a rough guess. Sexpedal, octad ligulae, sextad 

actuation, suspected suborder Anthropoidea, 

infraorder Catarrhini. Or, more technically, it has an 

upright bit with three tentacles with a fourth tentacle 

running into a low bit with four tentacles and it 

slithers around on six tentacles.  
 

“And, ah, yes, as I suspected. The lower part is 

responsible for expelling the entity‟s waste products. 

It is to be presumed that the vertical structure is thus 

responsible for the obtaining of nutrition. A fine 

division of functions to be sure. May Dendron be 

praised in his infinite wisdom!  
 

“What in Black Hole‟s name does it call itself? Let 

me see if I can get a telepathic hold on it… My, it has 

a murky mind. Part of it is dreaming of how to 

surreptitiously obtain additional sustenance, part is 

looking forward to resting its tentacles. 
 

“There! I have the name. „EmEEkweenEE.‟ What an 

extraordinary nomen. Sounds like a late-night 

concoction by an inebriate Sagittarian sous-chef. 

Let‟s see if I can get a better look. Those four semi-

independent protuberances look intriguing. Unlike 

the variegated plumage of the rest this segment is 

quite black, you know. Perhaps if I move a little over 

here, just a bit nearer to…” 
 

 “And that‟s it,” the President said, wrapping up the 

sound rote once more. “That‟s where it ends. All we 

can hope for now is that Tokkelkipp finds a way to 

resume the transmission.” She sighed. “And let us 

pray to Dendron that nothing untoward has befallen 

him.” 
 

“Knots and boles,” the Council chanted reverently in 

unison as they collectively bent all fifteen tentacles to 

the ground. 
 

“You‟re a really bad dog, Queenie,” Emmy said, 

tugging at her lead. “How often have I told you not to 

munch twigs? You know it‟s bad for your tummy.” 

 

Stretton Taborn 

http://thesaurus.com/browse/sustenance
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Nature Notes 
 

Feathers 

When I was a child I liked to collect feathers 

particularly ones from pheasants and there were 

plenty to be found because pheasants were bred in 

pens in the woods and raised for shooting near where 

I lived. The small feathers are very pretty but the best 

ones to find were the long tail feathers of the cock 

pheasant. Since then I still can‟t resist collecting 

interesting feathers when I find them but rarely pick 

up those of the pheasant. I admire them but leave 

them for someone else to enjoy. My favourites now 

include those of the buzzard. Here are my best finds  

 

 

 

 

of 2011 starting with number 1, Great Spotted 

Woodpecker, found in the garden. Number 2 is a 

sparrowhawk also found in the garden. Numbers 3, 4 

and 5 are buzzard feathers two of which were found 

up the hill from Fordy Bridge, Raddon, lying beneath 

oak trees. I made my daughter scramble up the hedge 

to retrieve one of them. Number 6 is a collection of 

small tawny owl feathers, once again found in the 

garden. Number 7, two Guinea fowl feathers found 

on a walk at Cove. While on the TARTS Butterleigh 

walk in October we came across a Guinea fowl dust 

bathing site full of spotty feathers. Elspeth Holmes 

took a good handful home to be used in some of her 

flower arrangements.  

 

Squirrelling 

In December my brother in law discovered inside one 

of his walking boots a collection of acorns and oak 

leaves. The boots are kept in a shed with open access 

during the day. They had not been used for three 

weeks! We think a squirrel is responsible for the 

stash but the oak leaves were used to disguise the 

acorns perhaps? 

 

Astronomy 

For stargazers there are a couple of things to look out 

for in January. Venus is a bright evening star in the 

south-west this month. On 26
th
 in the evening sky 

Venus will be below and to the left of a narrow 

crescent Moon.  

 

Look out for meteors in the early hours of 4
th
 January 

radiating from the „handle‟ of the Plough every two 

to three minutes and known as the Quadrantids. 

 

Happy New Year 

Jenny Garne  

 

 

Golfer’s Society Of Thorverton  
 
Sunday, 27

th
 November 2011 

 

A baker‟s dozen took to the course on a pleasantly 

windy day. Joint winners were Andy French and 

Steve Gidley with 19 points and a one shot cut each. 

Mark Cummins pushed them hard with 18 points. 

Andy‟s cause was given a boost with a two on the 7
th
 

for five points. 

 

The Donna-Y recipient was Chris Harlow who had 

one of those sequences when one wishes the ground 

would open up. Having putted to within 14 inches 

with his fourth shot on the par five 2
nd

, a par looking 

a certainty, he then stroked shots 5,6,7,& 8, avoiding 

the hole each time before deciding enough was 

enough. 

 

Sunday, 11
th

 December 2011 
 

Ten players ignored the weather forecast and 

managed to complete their rounds before the 

promised rain actually fell. In heavy conditions 

scoring was not easy, demonstrated by the fact that 

the winning score was 17 points. 
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However, three players achieved it, two in the group 

that included your correspondent, a fact that failed to 

inspire him. The winners were Dan Hawke, John 

Mann and Rhys Roberts and each receives a once 

shot cut for the privilege. 

 

The days shortest drive was contributed by Tony 

Woodhouse, the distance being given to the nearest 

inch, an indication of its lack of length. There was 

also no doubt about the Donna-Y moment, or 

moments to be precise. Having laid up close the the 

1
st
 green in two, John Mann saw his third shot skid 

across the green and drop into the pond below. 

Dropping onto dry land he played his fifth straight 

back into the same cubic inch of water and then 

repeated the sequence before muttering an 

unrepeatable “Donna-Y…” and leaving the poor ball 

to drown. 

 

The Society Knock-out has reached the semi-final 

stage with Scott Hasler and Chris Harlow contesting 

one match and Andy French and David Harlow the 

other. Watch this space. 

 

Don‟t forget, there are two Sunday events each 

month. All are welcome. Details at The Exeter. 

 

G.S. Potter 

 

 

Poetry 

Bali Snapshot 

 Swaying gently, 

The girls are dancing 

Silently glancing. 

The six are totally at one, 

Each intent on having fun. 

 

 Their teacher leaves, 

The girls stay on. 

The tape continues 

With their song. 

They raise slim arms, 

The dance goes on.    

                   Andrew Hoellering 

 

 

 

 

 

New Year 

 

New as a babe‟s first breath 

Upon the air, 

New as untrodden snow, 

New thought – new care. 

 

New as dawn‟s waking light, 

As day unknown, 

New as a fledgling‟s flight 

New seed – new sown. 

 

New as a page unmarked 

By careless hands, 

New as a friendship born, 

New hopes – new plans. 

 

New as love‟s stirring flame, 

Untarnished, bright, 

New Year come in 

And set the world aright. 

 

Doreen Beer 

 

Doreen tells me that she wrote this poem more than 

30 years ago, but its sentiments have resonance as 

much as ever today - Ed 
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Remembrance Day Parade  

 

at Thorverton War Memorial 

 

Roy Jones lives at the Cider House here 

in Thorverton.   Roy, aged 89, is 

pictured with son Anthony and 

grandchildren, Sam 3 and Lara 1.  

  

Roy is a Veteran of the 2nd World War. 

After leaving Radley College Abingdon 

he joined the Army and served as a 

Captain in the Royal Artillery.  He was 

in Greece, Palestine, North Africa, Italy 

(at Monte Casino) and Egypt. 

 

Roy has been a member of the Royal 

British Legion for more than 40 years 

and was a CaseWorker in Okehampton 

for 10 years, before moving to Raddon. 

He is a still a Poppy Collector - this year 

he collected for two mornings, outside 

Sainsbury's at Pinhoe. 

 

 

 

Veterans on parade 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photos by Pat Jones 
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The  Garden  in  January. 
It`s a strange thing but just before Xmas I`m quite 

happy to leave the garden to its own devises and 

think `indoors`.  As soon as Xmas and New Year 

have passed I cannot wait to get outside and brush 

away those cobwebs.  It`s like an awakening, a re-

charge to get going with the new season.  So, is it a 

good time to get onto your plot?  Depending on the 

position and lay-out of your garden you can continue 

tidying up fallen leaves etc. after Xmas gales.  Don`t 

forget that leaves make a wonderful compost if black 

bagged and left for a year or better still two.  Make a 

few holes with a point in a black bag, this allows for 

air, moisture and insects to enter and exit.  Behind a 

shed or wall are wonderful for this.  You really need 

to store them outside, moisture being very important 

in the composting process, they don`t want to dry 

out.  Out of site but not out of mind, 2 years will give 

you a bag of rich worm active compost which can be 

used straight on the garden. It looks and smells 

wonderful but just be aware that leaf compost on its 

own is not rich in nutrients.  So if you want to replace 

these in your soil you will need other things as well 

eg. chicken compost,  to make a perfect blend. 

 

In my village garden with grass paths and on a slope 

I have to wait until the soil and grass dry out as 

everything is still very squidgy and I will do more 

harm than good especially to the grass.  This is where 

permanent paths are very helpful or the use of good 

old mypex, especially in fruit gardening.  At 

Knightshayes I do most of my winter pruning after 

Xmas, working off mypex,  a black semi- permeable 

plastic membrane.  This is not entirely by design but 

I`m usually too busy to get it done in December and 

often weather conditions prevent this happening, too 

cold or too wet. If you are new to fruit pruning and I 

find this is the subject that most gardeners get 

worried about, tackling it only once a year it`s easy to 

lose your confidence by next year.  Get a good 

pruning book and never be afraid to ask a more 

experienced gardener for advice!   

 

At this time, blackcurrants, gooseberries, red and 

white currants, apples and pears can be pruned.   DO 

NOT prune cherries, plums, gages, peaches,  bullace,  

apicots or nectarine.  The reason, Silver leaf,  

Chondrostereum purpureum.  A very nasty disease 

which affects anything from the Prunus genus, any 

stoned fruit.  This disease is spread by spores carried 

on the wind.  It enjoys cold wet weather conditions 

and will enter fruit via pruning cuts, tears and bark 

damage.  The disease lays dormant in the plant until 

the next growing season when it separates the inner 

leaf cells allowing a layer of air to penetrate.  This 

gives the leaf a silver glow.  The leaf cannot function 

and photosynthesize and is therefore unable to make 

the necessary sugars to keep it alive.  If your fruit tree 

or bush gets this disease cut out any infected 

branches, remove and burn.  Do not compost as the 

spores can remain active.  If the whole tree is 

infected it needs to be removed and burnt do not 

leave it lying in your garden as the spores are on the 

infected branches,  and they are likely to spread to 

any other stoned fruit you have.  This is the main 

reason why these fruits are pruned when the weather 

has warmed up, from around late April,  May. 

 

In the veg garden, outside, I leave things alone at the 

beginning of the month, but I should hope to plant 

my onion sets at the end of January.  Onions like rich 

soil so add compost to the onion patch..  Give the soil 

a good dig to aerate and allow maximum drainage.  

Onions like well-drained soil and dislike sitting in 

soggy conditions.  Tamp the soil down with the back 

of the rake before planting so that the soil is firm.  

Don`t forget if you leave the tips of the onions 

showing above the soil the blackbirds will play 

basketball with them.  I try and disguise the tip by 

bringing some soil around them.  Generally once the 

green shoot appears they leave them alone. 

 

Broad beans will be planted this month, at 

Knightshayes over 1000, one per. 9cm pot.  These are 

then kept in cold frames to develop.  Mouse 

protection is absolutely necessary or else you will 

lose the lot.  Generally speaking when the roots come 

out of the bottom of the pot, the young plants are 

ready to go out.  However, with broad beans I always 

make sure that there is a very good root system in 

place,  so the mice cannot spoil them.    

 

More sweet peas can be potted up now.  If you are 

bringing on autumn planted sweet peas don`t let them 

get too leggy.  Cut them back to 2 leaves to help 

them bush out into strong healthy plants. 

  

Lettuce, sow a tray or plugs of lettuce seed, protect 

from mice, who will run over the tops and nibble 

young germinations.  Transplant individual seedlings 

into pots when about 2 to 3cms high.  Don`t 

overwater seedlings, they go mushy!  Lettuce doesn`t 

need heated conditions but will need to be grown in a 

polytunnel or glasshouse at this time of year and if 

the temperatures dip to freezing they will need 

protection.  When the transplants have a good healthy 

root system they can go straight in the ground, greedy 

feeders so make sure you have enriched the soil with 

compost.  Closhes provide protection from bitter 

weather conditions and give added warmth when the 

winter sun shines.  Slugs not mice are the problem 

here.  Remember the lettuce are the first fresh green 

growth of the season, yum! Yum! 

Lorraine Colebrook 
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Thorverton Parish Information 
 
AIR AMBULANCE EMERGENCY - QUOTE NATIONAL GRID REFERENCE 
RECREATION GROUND - Sheet 192 SS 923019 MEMORIAL HALL FIELD - Sheet 192 SS 926019 
 
Bus services     See inside back cover 
Carers' Support Group Anne Higman, Wyndham House Surgery, Silverton. 860034. 
     Meetings - 3rd Wednesday of month, Wyndham House, 2.30-4.30 p.m. 
Church (C of E)  The Revd. Douglas Dettmer, The Rectory, Thorverton. 860332 

    The Revd. Sue Sheppard, Associate Minister, Autumn Haze, Rewe, 01392 841284 
          The Revd Julia Dallen  Assistant Curate   Tel 01392 861145 Email: julia.dallen@netherexe.org  
   Mrs Margaret Lowe, Administration Manager, 07594 714590 margaret.admin@netherexe.org 

 Church Wardens Peter Colebrook, Ockero, Thorverton. 861019.  
     Edwin Greed, Fortescue, Netherexe. 841231. 
 Consort   Mary Thomas, 1 The Glebe, Thorverton. 860730. 
 P.C.C. Treasurer  Jean Brown, Rydal Cottage, Bullen Street. 861176. 
 Friends of Thorverton Parish Church Trust Royston Kershaw 25 The Glebe 860419 
Church (Baptist)  The Revd. Maurice Harrison, 01884 258599. 
    Secretary Phyllis Langdon, 860932.  

Services, notice board or Focus. 
County Councillor  Cllr. Mr. M. Lee. 01363 772671. 
District Councillor  Cllr. Mr. R. M. Deed. 01392 861258. 
Doctors     Dr Jon Wride & Lynne Anderson / Drs Stead, O'Brien & Ziegler 
Electricity (Western Power) Report a loss of power: 0800 365 900 Bill Enquiries: 0800 365 000 
      Street lights 0870 556 1851 
Friends of Thorverton & Silverton Surgeries Christine Walker, 881501 
Gas Emergency   0800 111999 
Leonard Trust Chairman: R Hughes. Secretary: Mrs. E Hughes, 3 Dinham Mews, Exeter EX4 4EF 
Library (Exeter Mobile) Alternate Thursdays, 11.45am to 12.05pm (16.05 to 16.50 from January 2011) 
in the Quarry Car Park 
Member of Parliament  Mel Stride via 01392 823306 or mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk 
Newspaper Reporter (Express & Echo) Jane Ristic, 53 Silver Street, Thorverton. 860054 
Parish Council Chairman Cllr. Stuart Crang,  
Parish Clerk    Mrs Jane Lane, Stable House, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062. 
Parish Council Meetings 2nd Tuesday of month, at The Memorial Hall, 7.30 pm. 
Parish Allotments  Contact the Parish Clerk - 861062 
Parish Council Notice Board Situated in School Lane, opposite the Thorverton Arms. 
   IMPORTANT!- PLANNING APPLICATION NOTICES ARE DISPLAYED HERE 
 
Planning notification applications  at http://data.gov.uk/apps/planningalerts alert via email when a 
planning application is published in one’s street, neighbourhood or wider area. 

Pension Service  PO Box 93, Plymouth PL6 5WJ. 0845 60 60 265 

Police    Central Switchboard 24 Hours: 0845 2777444.  
Post Office Portacabin (TCT Ltd) Quarry Car Park, Thorverton EX5 5NG 860455 
Mon. to Fri : 9 am.-1.00 pm., 2 pm.- 5.30 pm.  
Sat: 9 am.-12 noon Sun: 9 am - 10.30 am for newspaper sales only 
 Business Manager: Jill Blewett, Faircop, Jericho St, Thorverton 
 Chair and Company Secretary: Heather Kershaw, 25 The Glebe, 860419 
Public Telephone Kiosk Opposite the Church, outside the Bell Inn, Dinneford St. 
School (C of E Primary)   Acting Head Teacher: Mrs Emma Pyne 860374. 
School Governors  Chair: Clive Hamblin 861305 Clerk: Julie Cornwall 860127 
School P.T.F.A.   Chair: Lisa Browning, 860609  Secretary: Hannah James, 861075 
     Treasurer: Damon Gill, 860176  
South West Water  24 Hour Emergency: 0800 169 1144. Helpline: 0800 169 1133. 
Thorverton Millennium Chair: Dame Margaret Turner-Warwick, Pynes House,  
  Green Trust Silver Street 861173.  Secretary: Lin Balkwill 860663 
Tiverton Volunteer Centre 28, Gold Street, Tiverton EX16 6PY. Judy Seymour, 01884 255734. 

http://mel.stride.mp/
http://parliament.uk/
http://data.gov.uk/apps/planningalerts
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Thorverton Organisations 
Amateur Dramatic Society (TADS)  Chairperson  Sylvia Wakeham 

Vice Chairs    David Salter and Cathy Williams; Treasurer  John White ex officio 
Secretary        Jane Peyton Jones 
Contact numbers for enquires and new members 01392 861390 or 01382 860049  
Meetings in the Exeter Inn 8pm last Wednesday of the month - frequent   events and play readings as well 
as performances 

Art Group  Barrie Phillips, Crossmead, School Lane, Thorverton. 860529  
  Meet Fridays during term-time at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 am-12.00. 

Arts Exchange Louise Page, Campion Cottage, Jerico St, 860509. 
  Monthly meetings in members' homes at 8.0 pm. (see Diary) 

Association Football Club Chairman: Andy Harris, 01392 851664 
  Secretary: David Gregory, 2 The Orchard, Brampford Speke, 841803. 
Bridge Circle Graeme Culshaw, 3 The Glebe, Thorverton 860203.  
  Meets 1st/3rd/5th Thursdays at the W.I. Hut from 7.00 p.m.. 
Clarinet Group Contact Peter Mason 860727.  Meets every Thursday morning.   
Cricket Club Chair: Charles Kislingbury, Arley House, 19 Church St, Silverton. 860270 
    Secretary: M C Denford, 14 Moorlands, Tiverton EX16 6UF 01884 255076 
  Fixture Sec: J Meredith, 190 Mincinglake Rd, Exeter EX4 7DS 01392 272504 
Exe Valley Practice Patient Participation Group    
   Chair: Sheena Hunter-Hedges 860843 
   Secretary: Anna Mews 860769 
   Meets quarterly at Thorverton Surgery (see Focus and surgeries for dates) 

Focus Magazine Chair: Michael Ayre, Ratcliffe Farm, Thorverton. 
  Editor: Neville Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062. 
  Secretary: Jane Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062. 
  Treasurer: Bob Swaffield, Schiehallion, School Lane, Thorverton 01392 860309 
Friends of Silverton & Thorverton Surgeries 
  Coffee Mornings in the Lamb Inn, Silverton 
  Held at 10-12 noon on the LAST THURSDAY of every month except December 
Golf Society Players of Thorverton Care of Exeter Inn, 01392 860206 
History Society Chair: Bill Stamper, Dunelm, Raddon, Thorverton. 860214 
  Programme Secretary: Beryl Coe, 5 The Glebe, Thorverton 860876. 
Ladies Group Meet 2nd Thursday of month, (Venue and time - see Focus Notices). 
Memorial Hall Committee Chair/Key holder/Bookings:Mr Mike Shelton. Fir Tree House,  
     Bullen Street. 861027. 
Memorial Hall Market   2nd Saturday of the month, at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 - 11.00 am. 
Thorverton Pre-School  Rachel Mildon (Chair) - 861707 / thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com.  
      Mon 9.am-11.45am, & 12.45pm-3.15pm & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm, 
     Tues/Weds 9.am-11.45am & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm,  
     Thurs 9.-11.45am; 12.45pm- 3.15pm & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm. during term-time,  
     At Thorverton Primary School site 

.Thorverton Ambling, Rambling and Tramping Society (TARTS) 
  Contacts : Caroline Prince 07749 775304 or Graeme Culshaw 860203 
   See notices of walks in Old Post Office Window Bullen Street. 

Thorverton Brownies Hannah James 07716 013284, Lisa Browning 860609 
  Meet Fridays during term-time at the W.I. Hut, 5.30-7.00 pm. 
Toddler Group Contact : Hannah Calder 860808 
  Wednesdays, during term-time, at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 a.m.-11.30.  
Rainbows  Contact Jean Pearn 860105, Penny Fice 861136,  
  Term-time, Tuesdays 4-5 pm at the W.I. Hut. 
Royal British Legion Chairman/Hon.Sec. P Furneaux, Hillcrest, Thorverton 860227 email: paf@furno.co.uk 
  Hon. Treasurer: Alex Fice 
Women's Institute Secretary: Susan Maguire 01392 860631 
  Bookings: Susan Maguire 01392 860631. 
  W.I. Meeting. 1st Tuesday of the month at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
  Whist, 3rd Tuesday of the month, at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 

W.I. Market & Coffee  4th Saturday of the month at the W.I. Hut. 10.00 am. to 11.00 am. 

mailto:thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com
mailto:paf@furno.co.uk
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Doctors' Surgeries 

The Exe Valley Practice 

Dr JON WRIDE and Dr LYNNE ANDERSON 
 

The Surgery, The Berry    The Surgery, 3 Coach Road 

THORVERTON EX5 5NT    SILVERTON EX5 4JL 

Tel: 01392 860273      01392 860176 

Fax: 01392 860654     01392 861598 

www.exevalleypractice.co.uk 

exevalleypractice@nhs.net 

 

 

Opening times 

 
 GP on duty Thorverton Silverton 

Monday Dr Anderson 08:30 – 18:00 08:45 – 12:30 

Tuesday Dr Anderson 07:30 – 18:00 Closed 

Wednesday Dr Anderson am 
Dr Wride pm 

08:30 – 17:00  
14:30 – 18:00 

Thursday Dr Wride 08:30 – 19:30 Closed 

Friday Dr Wride 08:30 – 18:00 08:45 – 12:30 

 

Surgery times 

 
 Thorverton Silverton 

Monday 15:00 – 17:15 09:00 – 11:45 

Tuesday 07:30 – 11:30 
15:00 – 17:00 

Closed 

Wednesday 09:00 – 11:00 17:00 – 17:45 

Thursday 09:00 – 11:15 
16:00 – 19:00 

Closed 

Friday 15:00 – 17:30 09:00 – 11:30 
 

 

There are no surgeries on Saturday or Sunday, but a doctor will be on call for emergencies only on 0845 6710 270 

 

REPEAT PRESCRIPTIONS (Monday to Friday) – You can request your repeat prescriptions by calling our 

dispensary on 01392 861622, or by using our online repeat prescription request www.exevalleypractice.co.uk. 

Please note that 48 hours notice is required for all repeat prescriptions. 

 

We accept credit\debit card payments for prescriptions 

 

We now operate a home delivery service for housebound registered patients. Please contact us on 01392 860273 for 

more information. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.exevalleypractice.co.uk/
mailto:exevalleypractice@nhs.net
http://www.exevalleypractice.co.uk/
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Wyndham House Surgery 
Fore Street, Silverton, EX5 5HZ 

 

Telephone: 01392 860034 
Outside surgery hours please ring 0845 671 0270 

To access the Emergency Out-of-hours Service 

Fax: 01392 861165 

www.wyndhamhousesurgery.co.uk   

Dr Anthony O’Brien 

 

 

Dr Emma Ziegler 

 

Dr Nick Keysell 

MONDAY 
09.00 – 11.00 

15.00 – 17.30 

 

09.00 – 11.00 

14.30 – 16.00 

 

 

TUESDAY 

 

09.00 – 11.00 

 

  

09.00 – 11.00 

15.30 – 17.30 

 

WEDNESDAY 

 

09.00 – 11.00 

14.30 – 16.00 

 

 

09.00 – 11.00 

15.00 – 17.00 

 

THURSDAY 

 

 

 

 

09.00 – 11.00 

 

09.00 – 11.00 

15.30 – 17.30 

 

FRIDAY 

 

09.00 – 11.00 

14.30 – 16.00 

 

  

 

Please note: The doctors are happy to speak to you on the phone instead of an appointment. 

          Please request this from reception when you telephone. You can also 

          communicate with them via email if you wish –   

          wyndhamhouse.surgery@nhs.net 

 

Surgery opening hours:  Monday – Thursday 8.30am – 6pm 

                                         Friday                      8.30am – 5pm  

 

Dispensary opening hours: Monday – Thursday 9am – 12 noon and 2.30pm – 6pm 

    Friday   9am – 12 noon and 2.30pm – 5pm 

 

 

Repeat prescriptions can be ordered online via our website. 

 

We now accept credit/debit card payments for prescriptions. 

 

We also operate a home delivery service for housebound registered patients. 

Please contact our reception or dispensary for more information. 

http://www.wyndhamhousesurgery.co.uk/
mailto:wyndhamhouse.surgery@nhs.net
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Waste Collection Dates for 2011/12 
 

a) Recycling and brown bins   b) General refuse 

 

Generally on Mondays unless stated 

January 4
th
 (Wed), 16

th
 and 30

th
    January 10

th
 (Tuesday) and 23

rd
  

February 13
th
 and 27

th
     February 6

th
 and 20

th
 

March 12
th
 and 26

th
     March 5

th
 and 19

th
  

 

 

 

Mobile Library  
Thursdays, fortnightly, from 16.05 - 16.50 in the Quarry Car Park by Thorverton Post Office. 

January 5
th
 and 19

th
   

 

 

 

Bus Services 
Turner's Tours / Carmel Coaches (bus 678) Mon-Fri. 10.09 from The Berry and the Baptist Chapel.  

Return 13.35 from Exeter bus station, Stand 5. 

 

Stagecoach (service 55B) Mon-Sat (except Bank Holidays)  

To Tiverton: 07.55, 10.10, 12.10, 14.10, 16.12, 17.24 (except Saturdays), 18.12 from The Berry and Broadlands.  

Return from Tiverton bus station: 07.35 (07.40 on Saturdays), 08.45, 10.45, 12.45, 14.45, 15.55 (except Saturdays), 

16.45, 17.45. 

 

To Exeter: 08.00 (08.05 on Saturdays), 09.00, 11.10, 13.10, 15.10, 16.20 (except Saturdays), 17.10, 18.10 from The 

Berry and Broadlands.  

Return from Exeter bus station: 07.30, 09.45, 11.45, 13.45, 15.45, 17.00 (except Saturdays), 17.45  

 

Stagecoach 55 service runs every half-hour in each direction along the Exeter-Tiverton road, stopping at the 

Thorverton turn (the Ruffwell). Please consult Stagecoach 55 Group timetable for details of this service. 

 

Stagecoach free service to Somerfield's, Broadclyst, from Broadlands on Tuesdays 14.00. 

 

Stagecoach offers a variety of concessions for regular commuters, shoppers, children, students and jobseekers as 

well as one-day unlimited-use Explorer tickets. Further details from Stagecoach: 01392 427711 or 01803 664500 or 

www.stagecoachbus.com or www.devon.gov.uk/devonbus. 

 

Devonbus Timetable Information: call Traveline 0871 200 2233 Timetables available at the Post Office 
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Diary 2012 
Please notify FOCUS Editor of additions or changes. 

(Email: focusonthorverton@yahoo.co.uk or phone Neville Lane on 861062) 

 

2012 

JANUARY 

Fri 6th    Thorverton Art Group term commences, Thorverton Memorial Hall from 9:30 a.m.. 

Mon 9
th
  Allotment Holders‟ Quarterly Meeting, Exeter Inn, 7.30pm 

Sat 14
th
  Saturday Market at Memorial Hall 9.30-11am 

Mon 16
th
 Garden Club AGM, Upton Pyne Village Hall, 7.30pm 

Fri 27
th
  Thorverton and District History Society, AGM, WI Hut, 7.30pm 

Sat 28
th
             Coffee morning and Market at WI Hut, 10.00-11.00 am 

 

FEBRUARY 

Sat 11
th
  Saturday Market at Memorial Hall 9.30-11am 

Sat 11
th
  Valentine‟s Dance,  9-12pm 

Sat25
th
               Coffee morning and Market at WI Hut, 10.00-11.00 am 

 

MARCH 

Sat 10
th
  Saturday Market at Memorial Hall 9.30-11am 

Sat 24
th
             Coffee morning and Market at WI Hut, 10.00-11.00 am 

Sat 31
st
  Mad Hatter‟s Tea Party 6-9pm 

 

APRIL 

Sun 8
th
  SWEGA Grasstrack Racing at Ratcliffe Farm 

Mon 9
th
  Easter Egg Hunt followed by Duck Racing 

Sat 14
th
  Saturday Market at Memorial Hall 9.30-11am 

Sat 28
th
             Coffee morning and Market at WI Hut, 10.00-11.00 am 

 

MAY 

Sat 12
th
  Saturday Market at Memorial Hall 9.30-11am 

Tues -Sat 15th - 19
th
   East Devon Arts Festival at Thorverton Church       

Sat 26
th
           Coffee morning and Market at WI Hut, 10.00-11.00 am 

 

JUNE 

Sun 3
rd

  Free lunch for Senior Citizens 

Mon 4
th
  Street Party followed by BBQ and fireworks 

Sat 9
th 

 Thorverton Country Show at Ratcliffe Farm 

Sun 10
th
  Thorverton Country Show at Ratcliffe Farm 

Sat 23
rd

              Coffee morning and Market at WI Hut, 10.00-11.00 am 

  

 


