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Editorial 
 

Welcome to the first edition of 2013.  I hope that you 

had a good Christmas and are looking forward to 

2013, perhaps even making some resolutions.  Please 

make one of them to pay your annual subscription for 

Focus promptly.  This is due now.  I hope that you 

will agree that a cover price of 40p per edition still 

represents excellent value. 

 

I am sure that one wish that many of will have would 

be for a drier 2013.  It was certainly a very wet end to 

2012, capping off what was a wet year almost 

throughout.  With my day job involving paying 

farming subsidy – yes, I do have a day job, I am not 

full-time Focus editor! – I get to hear some of the 

difficult experiences of farmers, who have certainly 

not been helped by the conditions for so much of the 

past year.  So I am hoping for a better year for 

farmers. 

 

Usually I am spouting off about just how much there 

is going on in the village, but this month the forward 

diary looks very thin on events.  However, this 

month’s Focus does contain plenty of reports and 

pictures of recent events, including several of the 

pantomime, for which congratulations are due to Jane 

Peyton-Jones for her script and to the members of 

TADS who performed it so well.   

 

 

 

 

If I might direct you to page 20, the monthly garden 

column by Lorraine Colebrook this month takes the 

form of a quiz.  Something for you to try while 

drying out in front of the fire perhaps.  Please have a 

go, and send your answers in to me by 20
th
 January if 

you want to stand a chance of winning a suitable 

gardening prize. 

 

At this time of year I would like to take the 

opportunity to thank all those who have worked to 

get Focus out each month.  We are very fortunate 

indeed to have such a large team of article 

contributors, compilers, printers, collators and 

distributors.  Without their commitment we would 

not be able to produce a monthly village magazine, 

and certainly not for just 40p per edition, which 

nicely takes me back to my first paragraph in which I 

reminded you that subscriptions are now due. 

 

Wishing you all the very best for 2013. 

 

 

Neville Lane, Editor 
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Letters 
 

From Sylv Gregory of Broadlands 

 

I would like to thank everybody who worked so hard 

in bringing about the Christmas Dinner at the 

Memorial Hall on December 2
nd

. 

 

It was a lovely lunch and a wonderful atmosphere 

and I take my hat off to all of you. 

 

How lucky we all are to live in such a caring village. 

 

 

From Sarah Yeandle of Silver Street 

I would like to say a very big “thank you” to the 

Thorverton Show Committee for all your hard work 

with Holly Ball. It was a great evening and I for one 

really appreciate what you did for the evening. Roll 

on the next one! 

 

 

December Pantomime 
 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photos by John Spivey 
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Thorverton Parish Council   

 

 

Report of the December meeting of the 

Parish Council 
 

  

 
 

 
Planning Matters 

Decisions received to date of meeting:- 

(i)Ref 12/01438/FULL. Erection of an agricultural building (Revised scheme).Land at NGR 291018 1009807 

(Poole Farm).  Approved. 

(ii) Ref 12/01439/FULL. Erection of an agricultural building (Revised scheme) (Poole Farm). Approved. 

Applications received to date of meeting:- 

(i)Ref 12 01492/TPO Application to pollard Lime Tree protected by Tree Preservatopn Order 70/00010/TPO. 10 

The Glebe. 

 

Highways 

Cllrs Crang and Spivey and the Clerk, joined by Mr Chris Pollard, had met a DCC official in Bullen Street to 

consider traffic problems arising on a normal school day morning at 8.38am, usually a busy period.  In practice, 

there was very little evidence of speeding or other problems and DCC advised that few useful changes could be 

made likely to have an impact on traffic speeds.  On another highways matter, a request would be made for an anti-

slip surface to be put on the stile near Dunsaller, following a request from a resident.  The Clerk would also remind 

the relevant authority that the gritting lorry should go as far as the bus stop near Broadlands, rather than turn at the 

village centre. 

 

Parish Maintenance 

Cllr Ayre had received details of two different types of surfacing which might be suitable for use in the Quarry Car 

Park, one of which was of a more permanent nature than the other, but correspondingly more expensive. 

Arrangements were made for overgrowth in the Barliabins plantation, just above the car park off Dark Lane, to be 

cut back  

 

Recreation Ground 

Council was grateful for several suggestions from Mrs Jane Ristic for additional equipment for the ground.  Cllrs 

Mitchell and Sims undertook to review several ideas. 

 

Financial and Other Matters 

Council gratefully received £180 from MDDC towards the cost of churchyard upkeep (the so-called cemetery 

grant) but were dismayed to hear it would be the last such payment. 

 

Thorverton would in February host the next meeting of the Raddon Group of Parishes, a group formed to 

encourage greater co-operation and awareness amongst several near-by parishes. 

 

Next meeting 

This will be held at the Memorial Hall on Tuesday, 8
th
 January 2013 at 7.30pm.  An agenda is displayed 

beforehand on the Parish Notice Board in School Lane. 

 

 

Jane Lane, Parish Clerk 

 

Telephone: 01392 861062, email:Thorvertonclerk@aol.com 
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 Notice Board  
 

Thorverton Post Office & TCT 

newsagents/stationers 

 

Quarry Car Park, Lynch Road 

Thorverton   01392 860455 

 

offering a very wide range of post office services, 

newspapers, magazines, stationery, posting and 

packing materials, laundry service, photocopying – 

service with a smile! 

 

Mon – Fri  9.00 – 5.30 (closed 1.00-2.00) 

Sat  9.00 – 12.00 

Sun 9.00 – 10.30   TCT paper shop only 

 
 

 

Mum and Toddlers/Baby Group 

 

Held at the Memorial Hall, Thorverton  

 

every Wednesday morning 9.30-11.30 (term 

time) 

 

 cost £2.00 

 

 this includes a tea or coffee, a snack for your 

little one, toys, activities and friendly faces!  

 

If you want any further information please call 

Wendy Coles on 01392 860031 (Toddler Rep) 

  

Sylv & Anne’s 

CHATTER CAFÉ 

 

Will be CLOSED 
until 

March 25
th

 2013 

 

We would like to wish all our customers 

A very ‘Happy Christmas & New Year’ 

 

 

 TAG  
 

Thorverton Art Group 
 

NEW TERM STARTS 

FRIDAY 11
TH

 JANUARY  
 

FROM 9:30 

@  

THORVERTON MEMORIAL 

HALL 

 
NEW MEMBERS VERY WELCOME 

  

TRIAL WEEK FREE - JUST TURN UP! 

 
 

Thorverton Arts Exchange 
 

At Arts Exchange meetings we share our enthusiasms 

for writing, music, painting, film, craft etc. with one 

another.  Usually there is a theme to our choices, but 

occasionally an individual member will take 

responsibility for a whole evening. 

 

The meetings take place in members' homes on 

Thursdays at 8.00 pm.  

 

New members are always welcome. For further 

information contact Louise Page or Rob Purvis, 

Campion Cottage 860509. 

 

No venue for your party or conference?  

Want competitive prices with additional 

usages included?  Assurance that all 

electrics meet the required standards?  

Disabled access?  Disabled toilet? 

At 43ft deep and 20ft wide the WI Hut 

answers your need.  

Booking tel. no. 01392 860631 

 
Charity No. 229868 
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Flower arranging Classes 

 
I have had a number of requests for flower arranging 

classes.  If you are interested, please would you 

either email or phone me so that a time and date can 

be set for the first class.  Please leave your name and 

phone contact. 

 The classes would probably start next spring. 

 

 My email is elspeth@holmes-flowers.co.uk or phone 

01392 860535 

 
 

A night of world music with 
Amadou Diagne and Griselda 
Sanderson   
Wednesday 27th February 2013  

The Red Lion Inn, Shobrooke 
 
Following on the sell out success 
of Shobrooke Arts and Crafts first 
live music event, we are delighted 
to present an evening of world 
music from this outstanding duo.  

 

Marie Curie Cancer Care 

Meldon Viaduct Abseil – 

 Sunday 24th March 2013 

 

Abseil from the historic Meldon Viaduct, a Victorian 

wrought and cast iron structure which spans a 

wooded valley high on Dartmoor. At over 120 feet 

the abseil will be a true classic – only for the 

adventurous! With a spectacular birds eye views over 

the picturesque setting of Dartmoor this is one abseil 

not to be missed! 

  

No previous experience is necessary, only a sense of 

adventure! 

  

Registration is £10 and everyone who abseils is asked 

to raise £100 in sponsorship. All money raised from 

this event will mean more hours of Marie Curie 

nursing care in your local community, to patients and 

their families when it is needed the most. 

  

You must be at least 16 years to take part and anyone 

under the age of 18 years must gain permission from 

a parent or guardian. 

  

Places are limited to apply early to avoid 

disappointment. For more information call Matt 

on01884 703536 or email 

waleswestevents@mariecurie.org.uk

 

mailto:waleswestevents@mariecurie.org.uk
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Silverton & Thorverton Link up 
 

Voluntary Service Group to both Surgeries in 

both Villages. 
 

I give below a revised list of LINK-UP drivers for 

the residents of Silverton and Thorverton:- 
 

John Kiely  861545; Shaun Fitzpatrick 

860972;  Eric Newton 860082; Margaret 

Clough 860971; Trish Barron 860401; Ann 

Sobczak 881121; Doreen Beer 860731; 

Stephen Roach 861042; Mary Smith 

861916 
 

The LINK-UP service is designed to take the elderly 

or disabled into the surgery or to hospitals either in 

Exeter or Tiverton. If you have an appointment you 

can approach any of the drivers for a lift, giving them 

as much notice as possible. There is no fee for this 

service but should you wish to make a donation into 

the LINK-UP funds, your driver will be pleased to 

accept your contribution on the completion of your 

journey. 
 

For those of you living in Stoke Canon you can 

obtain a lift to your Health Centre by telephoning 

Mrs Val King on 01392 841580 
 

Stan Chilcott MBE, LINK-UP Co-ordinator. 

Telephone 860656;  Jenny Roach, Treasurer. 

Telephone 861042 

 

December Pantomime 
 

 

 
 

 
Photos by David Parker 
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Parish Church Services and News  

January 2013 SERVICES & INFORMATION 

The Netherexe Parishes - A Mission Community in the Diocese of Exeter  

 

Sunday 6 January 2013 The Epiphany  
 

10:00 am Service With A Smile    ☺ Brampford Speke   Lay-Led  

10:00 am Holy Communion   [C] Poltimore    JD 

10:00 am Service of The Word   Stoke Canon   Lay-Led  

10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Thorverton   DD 

11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Rewe  DC 

05:00 pm Service of The Word    Newton St Cyres  DC 

06:30 pm Evening Prayer  [BCP] Cadbury  DD 

 

Sunday 13 January Baptism of Christ 
 

10:00 am Family Service of The Word    Newton St Cyres  Lay-Led  

10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Stoke Canon  DD 

11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Upton Pyne  DC 

06:30 pm  Evening Prayer  [BCP] Huxham   DC 

 

Sunday 20 January 2013 Epiphany 3 
 

09:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Brampford Speke           DD 

10:00 am Holy Communion   [C] Cadbury     DC 

10:00 am Service of The Word   Poltimore  Lay-Led  

10:00 am Morning Prayer  [BCP] Thorverton                             P Ashman & DD 
   Joint with Baptist Church 

11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Rewe  JD 

05:00 pm Holy Communion  [C] Stoke Canon  DC 

 

Sunday 27 January 2013 Epiphany 4 
 

 

09:00 am Holy Communion     [C] Huxham                                      P Ashman     

10:00 am Service of The Word   Cadbury   Lay-Led  

10:00 am Holy Communion [C] Newton St Cyres                    DD & Lay-Led  

10:00 am Family Service   ☺ Thorverton   Lay-Led  

10:00 am Service of The Word   Upton Pyne  Lay-Led  

11:15 am Service of The Word    Rewe Lay-Led  

06:30 pm Evening Prayer  [BCP] Poltimore  DD 

 

Sunday 3 February 2013 Presentation of Christ in the Temple 

 

09:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Upton Pyne                         DD & P Ashman 

10:00 am Service With A Smile ☺ Brampford Speke  Lay-Led  

10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Poltimore  DC 

10:00 am Service of The Word   Stoke Canon  Lay-Led  

10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Thorverton           Michael & Sharon Simpson 

11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Rewe DD  

05:00 pm Evening Prayer  [BCP] Newton St Cyres                   P Ashman & DD 

06:30 pm Evening Prayer  [BCP] Cadbury  DC 

 

 

Services in the Netherexe Parishes 
Your parish churches aim to provide a variety of service types to meet the needs of the whole community.  Most Sunday 

services except those early in the morning include hymns and music. Everyone is welcome at all services 

 

Service With A Smile These Family Services are designed for all ages and with the needs  

Brampford Speke & Stoke Canon  of young children especially in mind.  They are informal and contemporary 

And Family Service Thorverton & in style often including a children’s activity at the beginning; without  

Newton St Cyres  communion.  Services usually last about 35 minutes and are followed by  

 refreshments. 
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Holy Communion  [C] Traditional service in contemporary language [one hour] 

Holy Communion  [BCP] Traditional service in traditional language [one hour] 

Service of The Word  [SW]  Morning or Evening Service [without communion] in 

  contemporary language, often Lay-Led 

Morning Prayer  [BCP] Traditional Morning Service [Mattins] from the Book of 

  Common Prayer [about an hour] 

Evening Prayer or [BCP] Traditional Evening Service from the Book of Common 

Choral Evensong  Prayer [about an hour] 

 

Daily Morning & Evening Prayer in the Netherexe Parishes 
 

 

For daily services the format is generally Book of Common Prayer at Thorverton and Common Worship elsewhere, and the 

timing is about 20-30 minutes.  All are welcome. 

Morning Prayer is said on Mondays at 9.10pm in Stoke Canon church (during the school term, this takes the form of 

Collective Worship for Stoke Canon C. of E. School); on Tuesdays at 9.00am in Stoke Canon Chapel; In Thorverton at 7.30am 

on many weekdays and at 9.00am on Saturdays.  For a list of the days this month on which Morning Prayer will be said at 

Thorverton, please see the notice posted in the church porch at Thorverton and on the website [go to churches section then 

select Thorverton] 

Holy Communion [BCP] is celebrated on one Wednesday in each month at Thorverton at 9.30am; please see the notice in the 

church porch at Thorverton and on the website for this month’s date 

Evening Prayer is said on Tuesdays at 6.00pm in Rewe church and on Thursdays at 5.00pm in Newton St Cyres church. 

 

Variations:   Tues 1st Jan    No Morning Prayer at Stoke Canon  

Mon 7th Jan  Morning Prayer at Stoke Canon  

 

Who’s Who …..? Abbreviations Key 

 

DD The Revd  Preb Douglas Dettmer Rector   01392 860332 

SS The Revd  Preb Sue Sheppard  Associate Minister 01392 841284 

JD The Revd  Julia Dallen   Assistant Curate 01392 861145  

DC The Revd  Dave Carrington   Assistant Curate 01392 841275 

 

Family Services of the Word marked ☺ are led by Lay Teams 

 

For more information about the Netherexe Parishes please see www.netherexe.org  

or contact: Mrs Margaret Lowe [Administrator] Tel: 07594 714590 - Tuesday & Thursday [08:30 – 16:30] 

Email: margaret.admin@netherexe.org Correspondence:  The Netherexe Parishes, PO Box 734, Stoke Canon, Exeter, 

EX5 4WP. 

 

In Touch:  Each month we publish details of all church services, events and activities in our information leaflet called “In 

Touch”.  It is free and printed copies can be found in all of our churches but it is also available on-line from our website at 

www.netherexe.org  or if you would prefer to receive a copy by email, simply send your details to our Administrator  

Margaret Lowe at margaret.admin@netherexe.org  and you will be added to the monthly email distribution list. 

 

Would you like a lift to church?  May we offer you a lift to the parish church or to a joint service elsewhere?  

For transport to Sunday services  from locations in Thorverton parish, please ring Steve Rendell on 01392 

860780.   

For transport to weekday Holy Communion at Thorverton please ring Margaret Turner -Warwick on 01392 

861173 

For transport from locations in Newton St Cyres parish please contact Mrs Charlotte Dyer on 01392 851618 

For transport from Rewe parish please contact Guy Sheppard on 01392 841284 

 

Parish Letter 
COME, HOLY SPIRIT... 

 

Prayer for the guidance of God’s Spirit is appropriate 

at all times and especially at the beginning of a new 

calendar year, in which—as in every year—there will 

be for each of us decisions to make, priorities to set, 

resolutions to follow through.  For the Church of 

England, and for all who are touched by its life and 

work, 2013 will have particular significance as 

efforts continue toward opening the ministry of 

bishops to women and men equally, while providing 

a continuing place for people who, for conscientious 

theological reasons, cannot receive the ministry of 

bishops who are women. 

http://www.netherexe.org/
mailto:margaret.admin@netherexe.org
http://www.netherexe.org/
mailto:margaret.admin@netherexe.org
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As November 2012 showed, that will not be easy.  

The day-long debate in the General Synod, ending 

with the defeat of the legislation which would have 

enabled women to be bishops, began with a 

celebration of Holy Communion in the Synod 

chamber with earnest prayers and hymns asking for 

the Holy Spirit of God to be present among us.  It 

was right for us so to pray.  Whatever the relation 

between the outcome of the vote and the will of God 

for the present-day Church of England (a question 

which of course would be answered differently by 

different people), Christians have no alternative but 

to continue to ask the Spirit of God to be present in 

the ensuing situation and in the whole of our 

common life, that the fruits of the Spirit (love, joy, 

peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 

gentleness, self-control—Galatians 5.22-23) may be 

visible as minds and hearts are guided by God’s 

grace.  Nothing apart from this is capable of 

transcending the fall-out of the Synod’s decision in 

the church and in the wider world. 

 

As a representative of the clergy I was present for the 

debate and voted in favour of the motion to admit 

women as bishops, because I believed (as I still do) 

that it is the right thing to do and that the time for this 

has come, and equally that the provision intended to 

help those who needed it could work for them fairly 

and dependably.  I am sorry that most of those with 

conscientious reservations—whose position I respect 

although it differs from my own, and to whose 

continuing place in the church I am committed—

together with a sufficient number of House of Laity 

members personally able to receive the ministry of 

women bishops, were not convinced that this would 

be so. 

 

Bishops and their ministry have a powerfully 

symbolic dimension—this is both a strength and a 

danger for an episcopally ordered church (and indeed 

is a fact to which any bishop careful for his or her 

own spiritual life must attend).  That symbolic or 

representative character, compounded by the unique 

place in English national life which the established 

church occupies, has had the effect of making the 

Synod’s vote in November much more than a matter 

of the church’s inner institutional working or even a 

strictly theological one.  The fact of what bishops are 

has given this particular decision the power to hit 

people hard—both women and men—across the 

whole spectrum, lay and ordained, of those who 

identify personally with the life of the Church of 

England.  Many, many women in our society 

continue to feel the effects of inequalities which 

regrettably are not just historic (effects which also 

continue to impact men and children).  For some, this 

very public event in the life of the nation has 

reopened painful personal wounds. 

 

In seeking a way forward, the General Synod and 

especially its House of Bishops (a body whose all-

male membership is seen as increasingly 

problematic) will have to take account of the 

response to the November decision not only within 

that part of the population closely involved in church 

life, but in the country at large and in Parliament.  

The force of that response itself says some 

encouraging things about the continued significance 

which most people in this country understand the 

Church of England to have for our national life.  It 

really does matter to our wider society that the 

church should get this right.  May the grace of God 

inform and inspire our life together, that we may do 

so. 

 

With my best wishes. 

 

Douglas Dettmer  

Rector of the Netherexe Parishes 

 

 

Leading Intercessions 
Workshop  

 

A training workshop with Sue Sheppard 

for all those who currently lead 

intercessions in all The Netherexe 

Parishes, or would like to help in this 

way. 

 

Rewe Church 

Saturday 26 January 2013 

2:00 - 4:00 pm 
 

Refreshments available 

 

Please contact Sue or Guy Sheppard  

for more details: 01392 841284 
 

 

Thinking about Confirmation? 

Confirmation by the Bishop is an opportunity for a 

young person or adult to reaffirm the commitment 

made when he or she was baptised.  In the Church of 

England it is the normal point of entry to Holy 

Communion. 
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Young people have often considered confirmation 

sometime around the age of eleven, and many still 

choose to be confirmed while in Year 6 or 7 at school 

(in certain circumstances the Bishop may agree to 

confirm younger children). 

At the same time, in recent years a growing number 

of people making the decision to be confirmed have 

been adults, and the proportion of adult candidates 

for confirmation continues to grow.  Confirmation at 

any stage of adult life is now entirely usual in the 

Church of England—it is never too late. 

If you or a member of your family might be 

interested in confirmation, please telephone the 

Revd Douglas Dettmer on (01392) 860332 or the 

Revd Julia Dallen on (01392) 861145.  They would 

be very pleased to talk it over with you. 

Those thinking about the possibility of confirmation 

are invited to meet for about a series of informal 

sessions to explore what Christian faith means today 

and refresh our knowledge of the basics.  A group for 

young people will start on Sunday afternoon, 

January 29th from 4-5pm at The Bridge in Stoke 

Canon church, with a view to confirmation by the 

Bishop of Crediton here in the Netherexe Parishes on 

Sunday morning, April 22nd. 

If you are an adult and thinking about confirmation 

for yourself, please speak with Douglas or Julia. 

Church Electoral Roll 

If your name has not been entered on the Church 

Electoral Roll and you would like to consider joining, 

please see information to be posted in the church 

porch during February.  Membership of the Roll is an 

important way in which baptized Christians can 

identify themselves with the life and work of the 

Church of England in their local community, and is 

also a requirement for full participation in the Annual 

Parochial Church Meeting and election to church 

councils. 

The Rev. Peter Ashman 
 

Douglas Dettmer writes—Priests in their first few 

years of ordained ministry are now expected to 

undertake a placement in a parish or group of 

parishes other than the one in which they are serving 

as a curate, in order to gain wider experience and 

have a chance to reflect on their ministry in a 

different context.  Our own Julia Dallen will be 

starting a four-week placement at St Paul & St 

George, Tiverton later in the spring and this will be a 

great benefit to her ongoing ministry here when she 

returns. 

 

In the meantime, we in the Netherexe Parishes look 

forward to welcoming the Rev. Peter Ashman, curate 

of the parish of St James, Exeter for four weeks from 

Sunday 20th January.  Peter looks forward to 

meeting people in these churches and parishes and I 

know we will enjoy his presence among us.  By way 

of introduction, here is what Peter writes about 

himself. 

 

Born and brought up in Kent, I am 51, married with 2 

children - a son aged 20 undertaking an 

apprenticeship in engineering in Newton Abbot, and 

a daughter aged 16 studying for her A levels at 

Exeter College. My wife, Chris, although a marine 

biologist by profession, is now a nursing auxiliary at 

the RD&E. 

 

I first came to Exeter in 1980 to read law. Apart from 

2 years in London taking my Bar Finals and 

pupillage I have remained in Devon ever since, now 

for over half of my life. We have lived in Exeter and 

Kingsteignton and to us Devon is home. 

 

After training in London I practised in chambers in 

Exeter as a barrister, initially doing all and every type 

of work that came my way but latterly specialising in 

criminal law with an emphasis on hi-tech and internet 

crime. 

 

I first thought about ordination in 2000 at the 

suggestion of my local vicar - I dismissed the idea 

out of hand!  However it did not go away and, despite 

trying to put it aside and move on, it kept niggling so 

I decided to test my vocation by seeing the people 

who would say if I could go forward to a selection 

panel. The rest is history. I trained at SWMTC with 

Julia Dallen, overlapped with Hilary Dawson, and 

narrowly missed Dave Carrington who came to the 

induction day and then decided to train in college. 

Sue Sheppard was, briefly, my tutor. By this time I 

was working in Torquay as a magistrates court legal 

adviser. 

 

St. James' lies at the bottom of Stoke Hill on the 

other side of the woods so it is near enough to the 

cathedral to be a city church and near enough to the 

edge of the city to exist in its own little area. We are 

a single church mission community so quite different 

from your parishes. The demographic covers 

students, professional and council housing areas. On 

most Sundays St. James' has about 100 people at its 

10 o'clock though other services etc. take our 

'participation' figure to just over 180, bringing with it 

a massive Common Fund payment. Fortunately the 

1950s church is not falling down and relatively cheap 

to maintain. The main parish eucharist has incense 

and bells but we sit lightly to our modern Anglo-

Catholic label. I have had a very good experience 
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during my curacy but I am looking forward to finding 

out more about rural ministry and other forms of 

worship. 

Peter Ashman 

 

 

Baptist Church 
Baptist pot-pourri 

 

According to the Maya prophecies you should not be 

reading this, as the world was due to end on 21st 

December 2012. That is one day after this article is 

due in. Should I in fact bother sending it? After all, 

it's a very busy week so perhaps I should "fill the 

unforgiving minute with sixty seconds' worth of 

distance run", as the poet has it. It will be very 

disappointing if we do miss out. For one thing, it's 

Phyllis Langdon's birthday on that date, and her 

friends in the Baptist Church intend to celebrate it 

with her. But I think I am on fairly safe grounds 

when I assume that everything will be as usual in 

January and you will indeed be reading what I have 

to say. So may I first of all wish you all a very Happy 

and Healthy New Year and trust that you have all had 

a wonderful time with family and friends? 

 

I read in the paper yesterday that a certain 

billionaire's daughter would be happy to trade in all 

her wealth for the joy of knowing that her mother and 

father would be together over this Christmas. This 

illustrates the fact that in the end it all comes down to 

relationships. The most important thing in life is 

relationships. Christianity is at bottom all about 

relationships - the Father with the Son, God with 

humanity, men and women with one another, inside 

the Church and outside it. Over Christmas we have 

been thinking about the relationship of Jesus to his 

world. He came unto his own and his own received 

him not. But the Word became flesh and dwelt 

among us. Now if we want to know what God is 

supremely like then we see this through his son Jesus. 

"No-one has ever seen God, but God the One and 

Only, who is at the Father's side, has made him 

known." 

 

I hope that for you the season of Christmas has been 

a time of rich relationships. Of course the family 

meals, the carol concerts, the Christmas services and 

so on are terribly important but the main thing is to 

enjoy satisfying relationships with our family 

members, neighbours and friends. In the Church too 

it is important to get on -- "Blest be the tie that binds 

our hearts in Christian love" and also to get out, 

fulfilling our role as reflected lights to the world. The 

apostle James has harsh words for those believers 

who do not put their faith into practice. In fact, for 

him, faith that does not result in good works is not 

faith at all. The apostle John too is similarly 

displeased with those who claim to love God and yet 

hate their brother. Again, we are called to consistent 

Christian living, treating everyone fairly and living 

out our faith every day as we come into contact with 

a wide variety of people - our nearest and dearest and 

also those with whom we have little in common but 

whose needs, spiritual or otherwise, should be our 

greatest concern. 

 

We have all been affected by the recent tragic events 

in Newtown, Connecticut. Perhaps they make us feel 

that there is little hope for a world in which such evil 

reigns unchecked. At the birth of Jesus too, evil 

stalked the land in the shape of the odious King 

Herod. His slaughter of the innocents - probably 

about twenty, as at Newtown- absolutely in keeping 

with all that we know of the man thanks to the 

contemporary historian Josephus, was in fact so banal 

in the life of a man with his bloodthirsty record that it 

did not even merit a reference in accounts of the 

time. But God's plan could not be thwarted and the 

Christ child escaped unscathed. 

 

But there is hope. Personally I am going into this 

New Year full of hope. It is going to be a wonderful 

year. I hope you share my optimism. It is based on 

the providence and the promises of God. "Joy to the 

world, the Lord has come; let earth receive her 

King." On that note, and with that affirmation, every 

good wish for 2013! 

 

Maurice Harrison   

  

Thorverton Co-operative Trust 
Ltd 
Supporting Thorverton Post Office 

 

As most of our members and customers know, Jill 

Blewett has been TCT’s Business Manager for a long 

time, over 11 years in fact. Now she feels the need to 

ease up from some of the onerous tasks involved in 

running the newsagency business; lugging bundles of 

papers and magazines, wrestling with tables, laundry, 

photocopier and heavy books not to mention dealing 

with a wide variety of demanding customers!  

 

We have been concerned about how to keep the 

business running efficiently and are really pleased to 

say that Jan Hamilton has offered to take on most of 

the business running from January 7
th
. It won’t seem 

quite the same without Jill’s presence of course, but 

she is still going to help us out on Tuesdays for the 

time being. Meanwhile Jan has lots of experience, 

energy and enthusiasm and has already been training 

hard as many of you will have observed.  
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We have recently welcomed Ann Parkinson (and her 

husband Jerry) who help out on Fridays and there are 

other volunteers who are going to train up to be 

reserves. Thank you very much.  

 

Also, Phyllis Langdon has now retired from her 

duties. She has been working in the TCT shop ever 

since the whole venture began back in 2001, even 

longer than Jill – what a star!  

 

We’d like to thank Jill by giving her a card and a 

small gift too. If you wish to sign the card, contribute 

in any way, or have further suggestions to make, 

please contact me ASAP 01392 860419. Meanwhile 

please thank her personally when you are next in the 

portakabin. 

 

Thank you for your custom over the Christmas 

period. We have sold lots of cards, paper, posting 

materials, etc. and of course our post office has been 

much-used. Remember a post office is “for life/the 

whole year not just for Christmas!!” 

 

Thank you to our hard-working post office and TCT 

staff. We are indeed a lucky village and apparently 

we have a ‘perfect post office’ (see elsewhere in this 

Focus!). 

 

Do bring your used postage stamps in for Hospiscare 

– box in the cabinet. 

 

Happy New Year.                

 

Heather Kershaw 

             TCT Ltd  Chair and Company Secretary 

supporting Thorverton Post Office 

 

 

School Report 
This has been a very busy term for the children and 

staff at Thorverton C of E Primary School. In 

September our latest OFSTED report was published 

which concluded that we were a good school with an 

outstanding grade for behaviour and safety of our 

pupils. All those concerned with the school are 

delighted with the outcome, particularly as the report 

indicates that the school is well placed to sustain this 

improvement in the future. Teaching is either good or 

outstanding throughout the school and the attainment 

of the children is good. Our target for school 

improvement is to raise the attainment of children in 

years 2 and 3, particularly in writing, and we are 

already making good progress in this area. 

 

Following the inspection we also received a SIAS,  

which is a separate inspection for Anglican schools. 

Its focus is on the Christian ethos of the school and 

how Christian values underpin the learning that takes 

place. We were judged as a good school and the links 

with the local church community came in for 

particular praise. 

 

As part of the Exe Valley Federation we work closely 

with Newton St Cyres and Cheriton Fitzpaine 

schools. The Federation is going from strength to 

strength and has given us many opportunities for staff 

development and for the children to work within a 

larger group of peers. A recent success was a 

residential trip to South Devon with all the year 6 

children from the three schools. As we only have 

eight children in this year it was a great opportunity 

for them to be part of a much larger group. We 

travelled to Slapton, where we stayed overnight, and 

took part in activities such as rock pooling and even a 

night walk! Lots of new friendships were forged and 

we are planning to run another trip with the same 

children in the summer term, just before they leave 

for their new secondary school. 

 

As well as this, the year 5 children travelled to 

Cheriton Fitzpaine where they took part in an Art day 

run by our own Mr Mackie. Again, it was a chance 

for the children to make new friends and work 

alongside children of the same age from other 

schools. Cross-Federation activities are planned 

throughout the year including an upcoming concert at 

the Great Hall in Exeter. 

 

There have been many changes at school recently 

with lots of new appointments made. I myself began 

at the school in May and since then we have 

appointed two more teachers to join the team. 

Teaching our youngest children is Miss Tara Dudley 

who joined us in September following a successful 

interview last term. Tara has four years teaching 

experience and has brought a huge amount of energy 

to our Early Years team. Miss Janine Holmes who 

joined us in April is teaching in Class 2 alongside 

me. Janine is in her first year of teaching after 

completing her final student practice at Newton St 

Cyres School. Janine has worked wonders in Class 2, 

turning it into a bright, colourful space full of happy 

children. Mr Mark Mackie continues in his role in 

Class 3 teaching the older children who thrive under 

the high quality teaching and experience that he has. 

There has been a lot of success to celebrate this term. 

Our swimmers won the Crediton Area swimming 

gala for the first time, beating all of the large schools 

in Crediton. Our singers entertained those guests who 

attended the harvest supper in the Memorial Hall by 

singing them harvest songs that we had been 

learning. Class 1 ran ‘Twilight Twinkles’ after school 

on a Friday. They invited the children of pre-school 

to come and share some sparklers with them and for 

the parents to chat over a glass of mulled wine. 
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On top of all this the children brought the house 

down with two fabulous performances of ‘Panto 

Pandemonium’ at the Memorial Hall. The play was 

an hour long and the children had to learn a lot of 

lines as well as songs and dance routines. They did it 

all in three weeks and put on an amazing show! 

Everyone involved was very proud and impressed by 

their performances. A great term for Thorverton C of 

E Primary School and next term promises to be just 

as busy! 

 

Olly White 

 
Winning swimming team 

 

 
A scene from ‘Panto Pandemonium’ 

 

 

I Don’t Believe It 
 

In the last month several new words (new to me at 

least) have crossed the ether. “Mathmaticise” and 

“uncasuality” are my nominees for this month’s prize 

– I wonder how long before they are included in the 

OED!  [It may reassure Commentator to know that 

they don’t pass my computer’s spell-checker yet – 

Ed] 

 

I was also irked to see another MP caught with his 

fingers in the National Cash Register exploiting the 

nuances of our language by saying “ …I hope by 

resigning I can serve by showing that MPs must take 

responsibility for their mistakes and accept the 

consequences of being in breach of the House rules.” 

Such weasel words – the guy’s a crook. 

 

My Christmas email Update from Senior Railcard 

concluded with “Grab your Railcard and hop on a 

train – who knows where you’ll end up”. Such 

confidence! 

 

After the Christmas festivities take comfort – whales 

swim all day and eat fish – yet are still regarded as 

fat.      

  

   Commentator  

 

Jubilee Committee (newly 
retired) 
At the last supper - well actually it was the last dinner 

- we had a special guest who presented all those who 

attended a little present lots of the Ladies were seen 

kissing Santa!  The Jubilee Committee would like to 

say a big thank you to all who have supported us 

throughout the year and especially to all those who 

have helped out at the events. The Guides have 

earned an extra thank you for all their hard work and 

support. When all the bills have been paid any money 

left is being given to the Primary School for their 

Christmas Presents.  So our Committee & helpers 

would like to wish you all a Very Happy New Year.  

 

Sallie Hayes, Natasha Carbines, Sue Sims and Lou 

Helley 

 

Golf Society 
 

Golfer’s Society Of Thorverton 

 

Sunday 2
nd

 December, 2012 

 

Having been denied their golf the previous Sunday 

by our glorious autumn weather eight hardy golfers 

turned in to form two teams by random selection in a 

better ball contest. Each team, playing together, had 

to record the best two scores on the first three holes, 

three scores on the middle three with all four to count 

on the final three holes. Keeping up? If you are 

you’re doing better than some of the players. 

 

The winning team comprised of Phil Beasley, Jim 

Chappelle, Phil Oram and Paul Richards. Their team 

score was 55 pts while individually they did rather 

well as Phil B. scored 19, Paul 17 and Jim 15. The 
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best the runners-up up could manage individually 

was 14 while their team score was a miserable 36 pts. 

And who were these poor souls? David and Chris 

Harlow, John Mann and Geoff Bulley were they. 

 

And it was inevitable that it would be one of these 

unfortunates who provided the Donna-Y moment, 

although there was worthy competition. John Mann is 

renowned for being able to grow a fine crop on the 

faces of his clubs but when his team-mates spotted 

just how fertile was the face of his 5 iron they 

decided that he should no longer use it but instead 

apply for it to be allocated a number and added 

installed in a corner of the allotments behind 

Broadlands. Although it was confiscated the club was 

later re-united with its owner who promised to keep it 

well hoed in future. 

 

Sunday 9
th

 December, 2012 

 

Ten players made it to the first tee and a reasonable 

morning for weather although it was still very damp 

underfoot. Given the conditions there were some 

excellent scores with Scott Hasler leading the way on 

19pts and a one shot cut. Second was Paul Richards 

on 18 and joint third were Jim Chappelle and David 

Harlow. 

 

The Donna-Y moment was quite different to the 

usual nonsense in that it involved good golf. On the 

7th green Scott Hasler, Paul Richards and Jim 

Chappelle each chipped close to the hole. Paul was 

asked to play first as, being a lefty, this was most 

convenient. The other two each marked and moved 

his ball and then move their markers aside. Then it 

was the turn of Scott to replace his marker to its 

original position with Jim being required to move his 

marker again to clear the way. Finally Jim had to 

bend down for a third time to finish out. As 

pantomimes go it was not in the same league as “The 

Pied Piper of Thorverton” but nevertheless deserved 

the accolade of Donna-Y moment. 

 

And talking of our village panto, may I offer my 

congratulations to all those involved in this year’s 

wonderful production. From the seed of the idea to 

final blossoming there must have been a huge amount 

of hard work and from where your correspondent was 

sitting it was a fabulous achievement. Thank you 

TADS. 

 

Don’t forget, there are two Sunday events each 

month. If you can swing a club and hit a ball with it, 

why not join in the fun. All are welcome. Details at 

The Exeter. After golf on Sunday 27
th
 January the 

society will be holding its AGM at The Exeter. This 

should be at about 2pm. All are welcome but don’t 

forget to bring cheese and port, the first bottle of 

which will hopefully be broached by its recipient, the 

player with the best average score for the year. 

 

G.S. Potter 

 

Legal Eagle 
 

A Happy New Year to all. 

 

This month we turn our attention to s11 of the Fraud 

Act 2006 and the offence of obtaining services 

dishonestly and s3 of the Theft Act 1978, making off 

without payment. 

 

The elements of the s11 offence are that by any 

dishonest act, the accused obtains services for 

himself or another, where the services are made 

available on the basis that payment has been, is being 

or will be made for or in respect of them, the accused 

knows that the services are being made available on 

this basis or that they might be, and the accused 

obtains the services without paying or paying in full. 

 

The definition of the offence requires an act, so that 

an omission will not suffice. There is no need for the 

prosecution to establish that any deception has taken 

place so that it is now possible, unlike the previous 

law, to be guilty of the offence where the services are 

made available via a machine. 

 

The prosecution must, however, establish a causal 

link between the act and the obtaining of the service 

i.e., it must be shown that the act on which the 

prosecution relies resulted in the obtaining of the 

services. 

 

‘Services‘ include the provision of accommodation, 

financial services, e.g., the provision of a credit or 

debit card, the provision of entertainment and of 

social and sporting amenities, the provision of 

transport, home maintenance, repair and hire. 

 

The services can be obtained by the accused, for 

himself or another. However, the offence will only be 

committed if the service is provided on the basis that 

payment has been, is being, or will be made in 

respect of them. If, therefore, the accused has 

dishonestly persuaded the victim to provide the 

services gratuitously, no offence will have been 

committed. 

 

Whether or not the accused acted dishonestly when 

obtaining the services will depend upon the 

application of the Ghosh test, namely, would the 

reasonable and honest person regard the act as 

dishonest, and if so, was the accused aware of this? 
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In addition to establishing that the accused acted 

dishonestly, the prosecution must also establish that 

the accused knew that the services are made available 

on the bais that payment has been, is being or will be 

made for or in respect of them, or that they might be. 

 

The requirement to establish knowledge allows the 

accused to plead that he was honestly mistaken in 

believing that the services were being provided free 

of charge. 

 

The s3 offence deals with the situation where the 

accused dishonestly makes off without having paid, 

as required or expected, for goods or services, where 

D knows payment on the spot for the goods or 

services is required or expected and where D intends 

to avoid payment. 

 

The term ‘making off‘  means,  ‘to leave‘. 

 

S3(2) provides that ‘payment on the spot‘ includes 

payment at the time of collecting goods on which 

work has been done, or in respect of which a service 

has been provided. 

 

The accused must act dishonestly ( see above ) and 

must know that payment on the spot is required or 

expected from him. In Allen [1985], the House of 

Lords held that the prosecution must prove that the 

accused intended to make permanent default i.e., 

never to pay. So, if the accused intends to pay later or 

realises that he will have to do so, no offence is 

committed. 

 

The s11 offence and the s3 offence may be illustrated 

by the following. A enters a restaurant, orders a meal, 

which he consumes, and leaves without paying. If A 

had the intention not to pay when he entered the 

restaurant he commits the s11 offence as he obtained 

the service, namely the provision of the food, by 

implying that he indnded to pay. However, if at the 

time of ordering the food he intended to pay for it, 

but later changed his mind, and, on the assumption 

that there was no legitimate reason allowing him not 

to pay, and left without paying, he would commit the 

s3 offence. 

 

Next month, Criminal Damage. 

 

Clive Hamblin. 

 

 

Women’s Institute 
Thorverton WI has had a very busy month.  On 

Saturday 24
th
 November we held our Christmas 

Market. Thank you to everyone who supported us 

despite the flooded conditions. 

 

That same weekend saw four intrepid members brave 

the flooded lanes to Brampford Speke to decorate a 

tree in their Christmas Tree Festival at St Peter’s 

Church. 

 

On Wednesday 5
th
 December a car load of ladies 

visited Otter Nursery to enjoy some shopping and 

admire the wonderful Christmas display. 

 

Our last meeting for 2012 ended with a party.  We 

played a “Guess the Advert” game, then enjoyed a 

delicious buffet supper. 

 

On January 4
th
 we shall be having our Christmas 

Lunch. 

 

As several of our members live in outlying villages 

we have decided to hold our winter meetings in the 

afternoon.  This will make it easier for everyone to 

travel to the meetings in daylight.  Please note the 

new times for the next two meetings: 

 

 Tuesday February 5
th
 at 2.00 pm 

 Tuesday March 5
th
 at 2.00 pm 

We would love to see some new members.  Please 

come and join us. 

A very Happy New Year everyone from the WI 

ladies! 

 

Paddy Milford 

 

 

Mobile Library 
Devon Libraries Mobile Library Service has aOur 

fleet of 8 mobile libraries visits over 500 locations in 

communities across Devon giving access to books, 

audio books, Large Print and DVDs to people who 

cannot easily reach one of our 50 static libraries. 

 

Membership is FREE, no ID needed. Join at any age. 

There is no charge for borrowing books, and there’s a 

great choice.  You may hire a DVD from as little as 

£1 for a fortnight.  Non-fiction books, Large Print, 

and children’s books can be reserved FREE. 

 

You can even reserve books online, and collect them 

from the mobile library.  Children have extra fun 

joining the Book Track and Summer Reading 

Challenge. 

 

There is something to offer everyone on board so 

why not hop on and take a look? 

 

Devon Libraries also runs a Home Library Service in 

partnership with the WRVS:  Love reading but you 
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can’t get to your library?  The Home Library Service 

can bring books and CDs to your door for FREE. 

If you’re not able to come to the library, or not able 

to carry your items, the Home Library Service can 

deliver books to you!  The service provides: 

Free delivery and collection at flexible times 

A wide choice of titles, large print books, audio 

books and CDs, free reservations, no fines: items are 

delivered by trained and security-checked volunteers 

from WRVS who will treat your confidentiality as a 

priority. 

 

For more information phone 0845 155 1001 0845 

155 1001 or email devlibs@devon.gov.uk 

 

Would you like to make a difference to people’s 

lives?  We’re looking for people to spend a few hours 

each month selecting and delivering books and CDs 

to people who have difficulty getting out and about. 

We will pay your mileage and you could make a real 

difference.  For more information phone 0845 155 

1001 0845 155 1001 or email 

devlibs@devon.gov.uk.  

 

The mobile Library will be in the Quarry Car Park on 

alternate Thursdays in 2013, between 16.05 and 

16.50.  The dates for January are 3
rd

, 17
th
 and 31

st
.  

 

Eight Go Carol Singing in 
Thorverton 
The intrepid 8 met in The Berry for carol singing 

around the village.  It was tough out there – well wet 

really!  They carried on until the carol sheets were so 

stuck together that the pages would no longer turn 

without falling apart!  Warm mince pies and hot 

punch resuscitated the troupe, so a jolly good time 

was had by all.   

 

A grand total of £40.70 was raised for Age UK.  

Thank you all concerned. 

 

Lorraine Colebrook 

 

Success for Thorverton Fencer 
 

You may or may not know that Thorverton has its 

very own international fencer. Rob Flatt of the Bury 

has recently returned from Singapore where he 

represented England at Men’s Epee in the 2012 

Veteran’s Commonwealth Fencing Championship. 

This was a combined individual and team 

competition including ten other Commonwealth 

countries.  

 

“It was a long way to go however it was very 

rewarding. Individually, I won silver medals in the 

both overall completion and my age group only 

losing out to another English fencer”.  

 

“I was number one seed after the first round however 

I dropped a fight in the second round and slipped to 

fourth going in to the knock-out element of the 

completion. I managed to get through to last four 

where I was drawn against an aggressive 6’ 7” 

Canadian. After a falling behind early in the fight I 

managed to pull the fight back winning 10-8. In the 

final I fought an England team mate in the same age 

category eventually losing the fight 10-7”. 

 

Rob was also part of the England Men’s Epee Team 

that won Gold, beating a very strong Australian team 

in a nail-biting match that literally went to that last 

second. The fact that England was so successful was 

a welcome change from the usual dominance of the 

Australians. 

 

It’s been a busy 2012 for Rob; prior to the 

Commonwealth he was one of only eight fencers 

invited to London by LOCOG to compete in a pre-

Olympic test event at the Olympic venue.  

“This was a fantastic experience, an Olympian for 

day! The event was organised to identify and address 

any technical, procedurally and administrative issues 

prior to the Games and to ensure that lighting levels 

and camera positions etc. were all correct. This was 

all the more a privilege as Great Britain had no male 

Epeeists competing in the Olympics. 

 

Back in March Rob was also part of the Great Britain 

Men’s Epee Team that competed in the Veteran’s 

European Team Championships in Kalmar, Sweden. 

“My selection came as a complete surprise; although 

I had done well in the National qualifiers it was my 

first year as a veteran and there were more 

experienced campaigners who were eligible to go”  

Personally Rob had a very successful tournament 

although the Men’s Epee team struggled against 

traditionally strong competition. In the initial seeding 

rounds Rob won five out of six fights against 

Ukrainian and Hungarian opponents, this included 

defeating a former World Champion. His five wins 

were more than the rest of the four man team put 

together. 

 

In the first round of the subsequent knockout stages 

the team again draw the Ukraine and were eventually 

knocked out; or so they thought.  At this point there 

was some miscommunication between the GB team 

management and competition organisers. The 

management were advised by the organisers that the 

team had been eliminated from the competition. We 

understandably showered and changed before retiring 

to the bar only to be hauled out an hour later by a 

panicked official informing us that there had been a 

mailto:devlibs@devon.gov.uk
mailto:devlibs@devon.gov.uk
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misunderstanding and that we had to fight off for 

places against Poland; and they were waiting. 

 

Rob was nominated first on and in order to avoid 

forfeiting the match had to get changed on the side of 

the piste. Much to the annoyance of the Poles after an 

understandably tentative start he won is fight, 

however overall the team were narrowly defeated. 

The team then went on to beat Belgium and finished 

13th of 18 participants; which was in line with their 

seeding.  

 

Rob is currently preparing for the European 

Individual Championships being held in Italy next 

May. 

 
 

 
 

 
As reported to Focus by Geoff Bulley 

Nature Notes 
The morning of 2

nd
 of December was frosty when my 

daughter and I set off to Withleigh to reconnoitre a 

walk for Thorverton TARTS walking group. With 

cold fingers and toes, we made our way through 

Cross’s Wood. In the wood we noticed from a 

distance, random clumps of a white substance. Up 

close it looked like white rabbit fur but dissolved in 

our fingers. Some clumps were on dead twigs on the 

ground and others were formed on twigs on trees. 

This is a phenomenon called frost flowers, rarely 

seen because conditions have to be just right for their 

formation. It is thought that ice filaments are pushed 

out through pores in the wood as they freeze.  

 

At Netherexe, flocking starlings arrived in December 

and numbers are down on last year. In 2011 they 

appeared in November and were so many they 

formed a murmuration.  Starlings like to feed on 

apples in the local orchard but due to the poor apple 

crop there were not many to be had. Starlings also eat 

insects, worms, seeds, berries and cereals. 

 

The village rooks have been congregating into one 

very large flock, reckoned to be made up of around 

300 individuals, commonly called a parliament but 

also a building, clamour and storytelling. I have 

observed them flying off as dawn breaks, so I guess 

they are off to find breakfast.    

 

As pop up shops appear in the city or town so pop up 

ponds occur in the countryside, from the effect of a 

lot of rain with nowhere to go. The most obvious 

ones are seen in the fields between Bickleigh and 

Tiverton, another one is in the field on the corner 

near the Netherexe turning close to Speedway 

Garage. They are great places to spot birds such as 

ducks, gulls and heron. 

 

Waxwings have recently been seen in the Wonford 

area of Exeter feeding on rose hips. In my garden I 

spotted a male blackcap in a spindle tree Euonymous 

europaeus that grows on the hedge. The bush 

produced a beautiful display of pink capsules in 

autumn, containing orange fruit much loved by birds.  

 

In January you can take part in a blackcap survey on 

behalf of the British Trust for Ornithology (BTO). 

Go to www.bto.org/gbw for more information. Also 

over the weekend of 26/27 January is the annual 

RSPB Garden Bird Count and the link for this is 

www.rspb.org.uk/birdwatch.  Despite our weird 

weather, 2012 surpassed my nature watching 

expectations. Here is to the New Year and I can’t 

wait for wonderful sightings and discoveries to come.  

 

Jenny Garne 

http://www.bto.org/gbw
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Holly Ball 

 
Photos by John Spivey 

Wet December 

   

 
  

Photos by Emily Lane and Geoff Bulley 
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Thorverton and District History 
Society 
 

 
    

Our November meeting was a Village Memories 

Evening, when members were invited to bring along 

any item of historical interest. These ranged from an 

original Gartons HP sauce bottle from around 1900 to 

a mole trap, and from a Morse code key to a wood 

restraining cleat for tethering milking cows in bygone 

days. 

 

A wealth of Parish and other documents and photos 

also provided an insight into village life. Ones that 

caught my eye included the Parish return of 

contributors towards the rebuilding of St Paul’s 

Cathedral from 1678. Some 98 men contributed, 

approximately 40% of those listed in the 1641 

Protestation Returns, Thorverton belonging to the 

Hundreds of Hayridge. More recent documents 

included a 1926 quotation for one street light, opal 

top with oil fountain and burner for the sum of £7. 7s. 

6d. (£370 in today’s money). 

 

One member thought our meeting was the following 

week and would have brought along an incendiary 

bomb that landed nearby during the last war – 

perhaps it’s as well he got the date wrong! 

An enjoyable finger buffet concluded what proved to 

be an interesting social event.  

 

To better facilitate illustrated talks by visiting 

speakers we have, with much appreciated financial 

assistance from Focus, purchased a digital projector. 

We would also like to thank Ladds Computers of 

Crediton for their help prior to purchase and with 

Epson for offering the Society an advantageous price. 
 

Barrie Phillips 

 

TARTS  
 

 

 

 

Thorverton Amblers Ramblers  and 

Trampers 

 
Future walks and events 

 

This year we have experienced wetter than usual 

weather which has sadly meant the postponement of 

two walks recently, let’s hope that 2013 brings us 

some drier conditions. 2013 also sees the tenth 

anniversary of the TARTS, I can’t believe that it’s 

been ten years already. Over those years we’ve had 

some fabulous walks, made new friends and enjoyed 

each other’s company, and also had a respectable 

amount of cream teas!  For our anniversary year 

we’re going to have a theme to our walks, and we’ll 

be walking the Exe Valley Way from the sea to the 

source. We’ll be walking it in stages of course – not 

all at once.  We’ve tried to have sections of differing 

lengths so there is something for everyone, the dates 

for the first few stages are below. 

 

Saturday 5
th
 January – Exeter to Starcross led by me. 

We will catch the train to Starcross and walk back to 

Exeter. The walk is 9 miles in length and flat.  

 

Saturday 19
th
 January – Exeter to Thorverton led by 

Graeme, 10 miles. 

 

Saturday 2
nd

 February – Thorverton to Bickleigh led 

by me, 4 miles. 

 

Saturday 16
th
 February – Bickleigh to Tiverton led by 

Jean, 4 miles. 

 

Saturday 2
nd

 March – Tiverton to Bampton led by 

Jenny, 7.8 miles. 

 

All walks meet opposite the church at 09.30, and are 

suitable for dogs unless otherwise stated. Shorter 

walks are usually 4 – 6 miles in length and longer 

walks 6 – 9 miles, however precise details of each 
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walk (length, gradient, lunch information etc) will be 

displayed approximately a week before the walk in 

the Old Post Office Window and on the village notice 

board. If you would like to be included on the email 

list contact Caroline (861002) or Graeme (860203). 

 

Caroline Prince 

 

The Garden in January 
It really is too cold and wet for outside activity, so 

here is a little New Year quiz.  Put your feet up, glass 

ofmulled wine, mince pie and off you go.  OK 

Neville! 

 

All of the plants are very common and well known.  

Happy quizzing.  Lorraine. 

 

I will be giving an appropriate gardening prize to the 

winner, having drawn from those with the highest 

number of correct answers received by me before 20
th
 

January – Ed. 

 

Trees 

1. A fruity crustacean 

2. A very high fiery deposit 

3. A prickly ½ salute from a donkey 

4. A sticky nutty game of chess 

5. A curved pointy light 

 

Wild flowers 

1. Correctly rising 

2. Spread onto a drinking vessel 

3. Handy for lifting a boy’s name 

4. A crafty hand warmer 

5. Very important people 

 

Garden Plants (these are anagrams) 

1. Handy gear 

2. Ruin game 

3. Ants rhyme much 

4. Rain on cat 

5. Nippy pale root (2 words) 

 

Weeds (more anagrams) 

1. No red slug 

2. Letting in gents 

3. An old lied 

4. Dew in bed 

5. The list 

 

Bonus point  

Her blest fat home 

(an appropriately named plant for the Christmas 

season) 

                                         

 Lorraine Colebrook 

 

Introducing our PCSO 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I would like to introduce myself as your local Police 

Community Support Officer (PCSO), I will be 

looking after the areas of Silverton, Thorverton, and 

Bickleigh.  I am based in Tiverton police station at 

Lowman Green.  I have been working for Devon and 

Cornwall Police since 2005 in Exeter but recently 

joined the Tiverton Neighbourhood Policing Team. 

 

My role is to support and engage with the 

community, support your local priorities, visit those 

who have been a victim of crime and to tackle crime 

by being proactive. 

 

I aim to be a visible and key member of your 

community; I am keen to work with partner agencies, 

local groups and Parish councils to support the needs 

of your community.  

 

PCSO Anna Roberts 30587 

Non emergency contact number 101  

 

Unusual Objects - No. 6 
Last month’s unusual object was a berry picker. 

These are still manufactured (although probably not 

so many wooden versions such as that shown), 

indeed, you can even buy one from Harrods.  They 

enable the currants or berries to be separated from the 

stems. 
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Christmas Dinner, 2
nd

 December 
 

 
 

 

 
Photos by John Spivey (he does get around!) 
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Poetry 
 

2013 

 

New hours and days, to mend wrongful ways, 

New resolutions, new found solutions; 

New strengths that amaze. 

 

New thoughts and new care, new burdens to bear, 

New loss and new birth, new regard for the earth; 

For the lonely – be there. 

 

New chance to be kind, 

New plans to make, old problems forsake; 

New hope for mankind. 

 

Then let us pray, as dawns each new day, 

To know joy in living, in sharing and giving; 

Life’s fulfilling way. 

 

Doreen Beer 

 

Thorverton Website 
 
For most towns and villages, when you enter the 

town or village name into a search engine such as 

Google, one of the first options shown will be to 

enter the website for that town or village.  Not for 

Thorverton though, because until now we haven’t 

had a website to inform people and promote the 

village.  That is about to change.  Thorverton 

Millennium Green Trust (TMGT) is setting up a 

website which village organisations will be able to 

use, so that we can give the outside world an insight 

into our village, and also allow us to keep one 

another better informed about activities in the village. 

 

If you are part of a local organisation that would like 

to take a page on the Thorverton website, please 

make contact with TMGT (Chair: Dame Margaret 

Turner Warwick – 01392 861173).  This would be at 

no cost to you, apart from the commitment to keep 

the page up to date.   

 

 

FOR SALE 
 

Well appointed 2 Bedroom 1st floor flat at 

 

The Meads, Wyndham Road, Silverton. 

 

Contact: 01392 860535  

 

Community Messaging 
Following my attendance at the monthly Thorverton 

market I was talking about communication and I 

thought it would be good to promote Community 

Messaging. Community messaging delivers up to 

date policing information directly to you via landline, 

mobile phone, fax or e-mail. The messages may 

contain: 

 Relevant information about crime in your 

area 

 Warnings of bogus callers or burglaries 

 Crime prevention advice 

 Events 

 Appeals for witnesses or help to trace 

missing people 

 Environmental warnings such as food alerts. 

If you would like to sign up for this service then the 

forms are in the Post Office at Thorverton, please 

complete the short form with your details and leave 

in the box provided. 

 

Anna Roberts,  

PCSO for Silverton, Thorverton and Bickleigh 

 

 

 

Exwick Tennis Club 
Exwick Tennis Club is a thriving centre of tennis 

activity, with the club having firmly established itself 

as one of the area’s leading tennis providers offering 

affordable all year round tennis playing opportunities 

to the local people in the community.  

 

The club is a registered “places to play” organization 

that is affiliated to the Lawn Tennis Association 

(LTA). Membership and participation levels are on 

the rise where the facility is playing a crucial role in 

developing the sport across the region. They offer 

regular club sessions to suit all interest with sessions 

taking place throughout the year for Adults, Students, 

Junior’s and Mini tennis players all ages and of all 

abilities. Their fully qualified and licensed tennis 

coaches from the LTA will help you develop your 

tennis skills to the best of your ability in a fun based 

learning environment, either in a group session or on 

an individual basis. 

 

There are adult and junior club sessions on offer from 

Monday – Friday throughout the day and into the 

evening. There are also competition and match play 

opportunities taking place for all age groups on a 

regular basis. 
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The club host regular adult Cardio Tennis sessions, 

cardio tennis is a fun based group activity that takes 

place on a tennis court. The sessions consist of 

racquets, low compression tennis balls, high energy 

music, heat rate monitors, warm ups, drills, game 

based tennis and cool down phases. It’ not a coaching 

session it’s a fitness session on a tennis court. You 

do not need to have any tennis experience to take part 

in cardio tennis as it’s not about improving your 

technique it’s completely focused on improving your 

fitness.  

 

To book a taster session on one of the club’s 

coaching / club sessions or if you would like more 

information about Exwick Tennis Club please contact 

Steve Ashton on 07835 041 719 or email 

s.ashton@homecall.co.uk. 

 

Steve Ashton 

 

Thorverton Pre-School 

Thank you! 

On behalf of Thorverton Pre-School I would like to 

say a big thank you to everyone who joined us for 

our Christmas Craft Evening in December, we hope 

everyone made a creation that they were proud of. 

We would like to say a special thank you to Elspeth 

Holmes who showed us how to make a table centre, 

and gave us advice on wreath building too. We are 

also extremely grateful to the Thorverton Memorial 

Hall Committee who kindly donated Mulled Wine 

for the evening; their generosity is truly appreciated 

by the Pre-School Committee. The evening added 

£200 to Pre-School funds, so once again many thanks 

to everyone who supported us.  

Rachel Mildon, Pre-School Chair 

 

 

Jack Yeandle – An Exeter Chief 
I am sure that many of you will have been following 

the fortunes of Jack Yeandle who this season was 

registered by Exeter Chiefs.  The photo below shows 

Jack in action against the Ospreys in November.  

This was Jack’s first start for the Chiefs who won the 

match 23-13. 

  

 

Nordic Walking 
  

Regular visitors to National Trust Killerton or 

Haldon Forest Park may have noticed a strange 

phenomenon and wondered why a group of 

seemingly ordinary folk are striding about with ski 

poles?? 

  

“We’re Nordic Walking” explains Fiona Swan local 

Nordic Walking UK instructor and personal trainer.  

“Nordic walking is relatively new to the UK but in 

Europe it’s now a mainstream activity. It started as a 

way for fit cross country skiers to train during the  

 

 

 

Summer but it’s now used by all ages as a way to 

stay in shape and beat the bulge! I have a range of 

people coming to my sessions from those with joint 

problems to super fit runners and they all notice the 

benefits immediately. The specially designed poles 

and specific technique ensures that 90% of the 

skeletal muscles are being used, burning many more 

calories than ordinary walking.  

  

Want to try it for yourself? Fiona’s running free 

taster session at Haldon Forest and Killerton in 

January and February. For dates of the free sessions 

contact fiona@nordicwalkingdevon or 07531 729383 

or look at www.nordicwalkingdevon.co.uk 

mailto:s.ashton@homecall.co.uk
http://www.nordicwalkingdevon.co.uk/
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Planting the Diamond Jubilee Oak 

 
Photos by John Spivey 

 

An oak sapling from a Royal Park to commemorate the Queen's Diamond Jubilee was planted in the Millennium 

Green by Trustees and willing helpers. 
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Thorverton Parish Information 

 
AIR AMBULANCE EMERGENCY - QUOTE NATIONAL GRID REFERENCE 
RECREATION GROUND - Sheet 192 SS 923019 MEMORIAL HALL FIELD - Sheet 192 SS 926019 
 
Carers' Support Group  Anne Higman, Wyndham House Surgery, Silverton. 860034. 
      Meetings - 3rd Wednesday of month, Wyndham House, 2.30-4.30 p.m. 
Church (C of E)    The Revd. Douglas Dettmer, The Rectory, Thorverton. 860332 
 The Revd. Sue Sheppard, Associate Minister, Autumn Haze, Rewe, 01392  841284 
 The Revd Julia Dallen  Assistant Curate   Tel 01392 861145 Email: julia.dallen@netherexe.org  
 Mrs Margaret Lowe, Administration Manager, 07594 714590 margaret.admin@netherexe.org 
Church Wardens  Edwin Greed, Fortescue, Netherexe. 841231. 
Consort    Mary Thomas, 1 The Glebe, Thorverton. 860730. 
P.C.C. Treasurer   Jean Brown, Rydal Cottage, Bullen Street. 861176. 
Friends of Thorverton Parish Church Trust   Royston Kershaw 25 The Glebe 860419 
Church (Baptist)  The Revd. Maurice Harrison, 01884 258599. 
    Secretary Phyllis Langdon, 860932.  
County Councillor   Cllr. Mr. M. Lee. 01363 772671. 
District Councillor   Cllr. Mr. R. M. Deed. 01392 861258. 
Doctors: Thorverton/Silverton  Dr Jon Wride & Lynne Anderson / Drs O'Brien, Ziegler & Keysell 
Electricity (Western Power)  Report a loss of power: 0800 365 900 Bill Enquiries: 0800 365 000 
      Street lights 0870 556 1851 
Friends of Thorverton & Silverton Surgeries  Christine Walker, 881501 
Gas Emergency    0800 111999 
Leonard Trust  Chairman: R Hughes. Secretary: Mrs. E Hughes, 3 Dinham Mews, Exeter EX4 4EF 
Library (Exeter Mobile)   Alternate Thursdays , 16.05 to 16.55 in Quarry Car Park 
Member of Parliament   Mel Stride via 01392 823306 or mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk 
Newspaper Reporter    Jane Ristic, 53 Silver Street, Thorverton. 860054 
Parish Council Chairman  Cllr. Stuart Crang,  
Parish Clerk     Mrs Jane Lane, Stable House, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062. 
Parish Council Meetings  2nd Tuesday of month, at The Memorial Hall, 7.30 pm. 
Parish Allotments   Contact the Parish Clerk - 861062 
Parish Council Notice Board Situated in School Lane, opposite the Thorverton Arms. 
   IMPORTANT!- PLANNING APPLICATION NOTICES ARE DISPLAYED HERE 
Planning notification applications  at http://data.gov.uk/apps/planningalerts alert via email when a 
planning application is published in one’s street, neighbourhood or wider area. 

Pension Service  PO Box 93, Plymouth PL6 5WJ. 0845 60 60 265 

Police     Central Switchboard 24 Hours: 0845 2777444.  
Post Office Portacabin (TCT Ltd)  Quarry Car Park, Thorverton EX5 5NG Tel: 860455 
     Mon. to Fri : 9 am-1.00 pm., 2 - 5.30 pm. Sat: 9 am.-12 noon Sun: 9 - 10.30 am for newspapers only 
Business Manager:   Jill Blewett, Faircop, Jericho St, Thorverton 
Chair and Company Secretary: Heather Kershaw, 25 The Glebe, 860419 
Public Telephone Kiosk  Opposite the Church, outside the Bell Inn, Dinneford St. 
Thorverton C of E Primary School (Part of the Exe Valley Federation) 

Executive Headteacher  Mrs Heather Perry  01392 250821 
Head of Teaching and Learning (Thorverton) Mr Olly White  01392 860374 
School Governors: 

  Chair:    Bryony Gilbert  01392 851360 
Vice Chair:   Sarah Crawford  01392 860295 
Clerk:   Jessica Benger  07795 515048 

School P.T.F.A.  Chair: Katie Vanstone 860978, Secretary: Hannah James, 86107  Treasurer: 
Carole Pearn 
South West Water   24 Hour Emergency: 0800 169 1144. Helpline: 0800 169 1133. 
Thorverton Millennium Green Trust 
   Chair: Dame Margaret Turner-Warwick, Pynes House, Silver Street 861173.  
   Secretary: Lin Balkwill 860663 
 

http://mel.stride.mp/
http://parliament.uk/
http://data.gov.uk/apps/planningalerts
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Thorverton Organisations 
Amateur Dramatic Society (TADS)  

Chairperson: Colin Marshall, Vice Chair: Simon Ette, Treasurer: John White, Secretary: Alison 
Marshall. For meetings and events contact Colin Marshall on 01392 861228  

Art Group   Barrie Phillips, Crossmead, School Lane, Thorverton. 860529  
   Meet Fridays during term-time at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 am-12.00. 
Arts Exchange Louise Page, Campion Cottage, Jerico St, 860509. 

  Monthly meetings in members' homes at 8.00 pm. (see Diary) 
Association Football Club Chairman: Andy Harris, 01392 851664,  
  Secretary: David Gregory, 2 The Orchard, Brampford Speke, 841803. 
Bridge Circle Graeme Culshaw, 3 The Glebe, Thorverton 860203.  
 Meets 1st/3rd/5th Thursdays at the W.I. Hut from 7.00 p.m.. 
Brownies     Contact Hannah 07925 981786 or Lisa 860609,  

Meet Fridays during term-time, 5-6.30pm Thorverton School Hall. 
Clarinet Group            Contact Peter Mason 860727.  Meets every Thursday morning. 
Cricket Club Chair: Charles Kislingbury,  
      Secretary: M C Denford, 14 Moorlands, Tiverton EX16 6UF 01884 255076 
   Fixture Sec: J Meredith, 190 Mincinglake Rd, Exeter EX4 7DS 01392 272504 
Focus Magazine Chair: Michael Ayre, Ratcliffe Farm, Thorverton.  
  Editor: Neville Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062. 
  Secretary: Jane Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062. 
  Treasurer: Bob Swaffield, Schiehallion, School Lane, Thorverton 01392 860309 
Friends of Silverton & Thorverton Surgeries  Coffee Mornings in the Lamb Inn, Silverton.  Held at 10-
12 noon on the last Thursday of every month except December 
Golf Society Players of Thorverton Care of Exeter Inn, 01392 860206 
Guides                       Contact Lisa 860609, Meet Wednesdays during term-time, 7-9pm Memorial Hall 
History Society  Chair: Bill Stamper, Dunelm, Raddon, Thorverton. 860214 
   Programme Secretary: Beryl Coe, 5 The Glebe, Thorverton 860876. 
Ladies Group Meet 2nd Thursday of month, (Venue and time - see Focus Notices). 
Memorial Hall Committee Chair: Mike Shelton, Tel: 861027, mshelton44@hotmail.co.uk 

  Treasurer/key holder/bookings: Jeff Grace. tel. 860489. jeff.grace@tiscali.co.uk 
  Secretary: Roger Fieldhouse. tel. 860768. r.fieldhouse@exeter.ac.uk 

Memorial Hall Market   2nd Saturday of the month, at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 - 11.00 am. 
Thorverton Pre-School   Rachel Mildon (Chair) - 861707 / thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com 
 Mon 9.am-11.45am, & 12.45pm-3.15pm & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm, 
 Tues/Weds 9.am-11.45am & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm, 
 Thurs 9.-11.45am; 12.45pm- 3.15pm & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm. during term-time, 
 At Thorverton Primary School site 
Thorverton Ambling, Rambling and Tramping Society (TARTS) 

  Caroline Prince 07749 775304 or Graeme Culshaw 860203 
See notices of walks in Old Post Office Window Bullen Street. 

Toddler Group Contact : Hannah Calder 860808 
Wednesdays, during term-time, at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 a.m.-11.30. 

Rainbows     Contact Jean 860105 or Penny 861136, 
Meet Tuesdays 3.45-4.45 Thorverton School Hall 

Royal British Legion  Chairman/Hon.Sec. P Furneaux, Hillcrest, Thorverton 860227, 
paf@furno.co.uk 

   Hon. Treasurer: Alex Fice 
Women's Institute  Secretary and Bookings: Sue Maguire 01392 860631 

W.I. Meeting. 1st Tuesday of the month at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
  Whist, 4th Tuesday of the month, at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
W.I. Market & Coffee  4th Saturday of the month at the W.I. Hut. 10.00 am. to 11.00 am. 

mailto:mshelton44@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:jeff.grace@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:r.fieldhouse@exeter.ac.uk
mailto:thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com
mailto:paf@furno.co.uk
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Doctors’ Surgeries 

 

The Exe Valley Practice 

Dr JON WRIDE and Dr LYNNE ANDERSON 
 

The Surgery, The Berry    The Surgery, 3 Coach Road 

THORVERTON EX5 5NT    SILVERTON EX5 4JL 

Tel: 01392 860273      01392 860176 

Fax: 01392 860654     01392 861598 

www.exevalleypractice.co.uk 

exevalleypractice@nhs.net 

 

 

Opening times 

 
 GP on duty Thorverton Silverton 

Monday Dr Anderson 08:30 – 18:00 08:45 – 12:30 

Tuesday Dr Anderson 07:30 – 18:00 Closed 

Wednesday Dr Anderson am 
Dr Wride pm 

08:30 – 17:00 14:30 – 18:00 

Thursday Dr Wride 08:30 – 19:30 Closed 

Friday Dr Wride 08:30 – 18:00 08:45 – 12:30 

 

Surgery times 

 
 Thorverton Silverton 

Monday 15:00 – 17:15 09:00 – 11:45 

Tuesday 07:30 – 11:30 
15:00 – 17:00 

Closed 

Wednesday 09:00 – 11:00 15:00 – 17:45 

Thursday 09:00 – 11:15 
16:00 – 19:00 

Closed 

Friday 15:00 – 17:30 09:00 – 11:30 
 

 

There are no surgeries on Saturday or Sunday, but a doctor will be on call for emergencies only on 0845 6710 270 

 

REPEAT PRESCRIPTIONS (Monday to Friday) – You can request your repeat prescriptions by calling our 

dispensary on 01392 861622, or by using our online repeat prescription request www.exevalleypractice.co.uk. 

Please note that 48 hours notice is required for all repeat prescriptions. 

 

We accept credit\debit card payments for prescriptions 

 

We now operate a home delivery service for housebound registered patients. Please contact us on 01392 860273 for 

more information. 

 

 
 
 
 

http://www.exevalleypractice.co.uk/
mailto:exevalleypractice@nhs.net
http://www.exevalleypractice.co.uk/
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Wyndham House Surgery 

Fore Street, Silverton, EX5 5HZ 

Telephone: 01392 860034 

Outside surgery hours please ring 0845 671 0270 

To access the Emergency Out-of-hours Service 

Fax: 01392 861165 

www.wyndhamhousesurgery.co.uk 

 
Day/Dr Dr Anthony O’Brien Dr Emma Ziegler Dr Nick Keysell Dr Sally Simmons 

Monday 09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

09:00 – 11:30 

14:00 – 16:00 

 09.00 - 11.30 

15.00 -17.30 

Tuesday 09:00 – 11:30 

14:00 – 16:00 

 09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

09.00 - 11.30 

16.00 -17.30 

Wednesday  09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

 0900-11.30 

Thursday 09.00 - 11.00 09:00 – 11:00 09:00 – 11.00 

15:00 – 17:30 

 

Friday 09:00 – 11:30 

14:30 – 16:00 

 09:00 – 11:30  

Please note: The doctors are happy to speak to you on the phone instead of an appointment. Please request this from reception when you 
telephone.  

 

Surgery hours: Monday - Thurs. 08:30 - 18:00 

Friday 08:30 - 17:00  

Dispensary hours: Monday - Thurs. 09:00 - 12:00 and 14:30 - 18:00 

Friday 09:00 - 12:00 and 14:30 - 17:00 

Repeat prescriptions can be ordered online via our website. We now accept credit/debit card payments for prescriptions. 

We also operate a home delivery service for housebound registered patients.  

Please contact our reception or dispensary for more information. 

 

STOP PRESS: OVER NEXT COUPLE OF MONTHS WE WILL BE INTRODUCING A SYSTEM TO ALLOW PATIENTS TO 
BOOK APPOINTMENTS ON-LINE. KEEP AN EYE ON OUR WEBSITE FOR DETAILS. 

http://www.wyndhamhousesurgery.co.uk/
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Waste Collection Dates for 2013 
 

Generally on Mondays unless stated 

 

a) Recycling and brown bins   b) General refuse 

January 2
nd

 (Tuesday), 14
th
 and 28

th
  January  8

th
 (Tuesday) and 21

st
 

February  11
th
 and 25

th
    February  4

th
 and 18

th
 

March 11
th
 and 25

th
    March  4

th
 and 18

th
 

 

 

Mobile Library  
 

Thursdays, fortnightly, from 16.05 - 16.50 in the Quarry Car Park by Thorverton Post Office. 

 

January 3
rd

, 17
th
 and 31

st
 

February 14
th
 and 28

th
 

March 14
th
 and 28

th
 

April 11
th
 and 25

th
 

May 9
th
 and 23

rd
 

June 6
th
 and 20

th
 

July 4
th
 and 18

th
 

August 1
st
, 15

th
 and 29

th
 

September 12
th
 and 26

th
 

October 10
th
 and 24

th
 

November 7
th
 and 21

st
 

December 5
th
 and 19

th
 

 

 

 

 

Bus Services 
Turner's Tours / Carmel Coaches (bus 678) Mon-Fri. 10.09 from The Berry and the Baptist Chapel.  

Return 13.35 from Exeter bus station, Stand 5. 

 

Stagecoach (service 55B) Mon-Sat (except Bank Holidays)  

To Tiverton: 07.55, 10.10, 12.10, 14.10, 16.10, 17.29 (this is the 155 service;  on Saturdays it is the 55B and runs at 

17.10), 18.10 from The Berry and Broadlands.  

Return from Tiverton Bus Station: 07.40, 08.35, 10.45, 12.45, 14.45, 15.55 (Mondays to Fridays term-time only), 

16.45, 17.45. 

 

To Exeter: 08.05, 09.00, 11.10, 13.10, 15.10, 16.20 (Mondays to Fridays term-time only), 17.10, 18.10 from The 

Berry and Broadlands.  

Return from Exeter Bus Station: 07.30, 09.45, 11.45, 13.45, 15.45, 17.05 (this is the 155 service; on Saturdays it is 

the 55B and runs at 16.45), 17.45.  

 

Stagecoach 55 service runs pretty much every half-hour in each direction along the Exeter-Tiverton road, stopping 

at the Thorverton turn (the Ruffwell). Please consult Stagecoach 55 Group timetable for details of this service. 

 

Stagecoach free service to Somerfield's, Broadclyst, from Broadlands on Tuesdays 14.00. 

 

Stagecoach offers a variety of concessions for regular commuters, shoppers, children, students and jobseekers as 

well as one-day unlimited-use Explorer tickets. Further details from Stagecoach: 01392 427711 or 01803 664500 or 

www.stagecoachbus.com or www.devon.gov.uk/devonbus. 

 

Devonbus Timetable Information: call Traveline 0871 200 2233 Timetables available at the Post Office 
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Diary 2013 
 

Please notify FOCUS Editor of additions or changes. 

(Email: focusonthorverton@yahoo.co.uk or phone Neville Lane on 861062) 

 

 

JANUARY  

Fri 4
th
  Women’s Institute Christmas Lunch 

Sat 5
th
  TARTS walk – Part 1 of the Exe Valley Way, meet opposite Parish Church, 9.30am 

Wed 9
th
  Memorial Hall Committee Meeting 

Fri 11
th
  Thorverton Art Group, Memorial Hall, 9.30am 

Sat 12
th
  Saturday Market, Memorial Hall, 9.30-11.15am 

Fri 25
th
  Thorverton and District History Society AGM and speaker, WI Hut, 7.30pm 

Sun 27
th
 Family Christingle Service, Parish Church, 10am 

 

FEBRUARY 

Tues 5
th
  Women’s Institute, monthly meeting, WI Hut, 2.00pm 


