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The Editor welcomes interesting news items, reports etc. for publication. Items for inclusion in Focus should be 

accompanied by the name of the originator, which may be withheld from print if requested.  

 

Important note for contributors 

Items for publication, adverts, changes to adverts, Diary entries, changes to Thorverton Information lists should be 

sent to the Editor, preferably as plain text in an email, or as an OpenOffice odt file or a Word doc file or a pdf file 

email attachment (to focusonthorverton@yahoo.co.uk) by the 20
th
 of the month prior to publication please. 
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Photographs: colour photographs, without too much dark shadow, can be printed in black/white shades (enlarged 
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 Maximum dimensions COST per ENTRY FULL YEAR (11 entries) 
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LOCAL ORGANISATION and CHARITIES ADVERTISEMENTS 

  COST per ENTRY 

Half page   £3.00 

Quarter or one-eighth page   free of charge 

(It may be possible to reduce A4 size adverts to 1/4 or 1/8 page depending on the size of text.) 

 

Front cover Thorverton from the Rookery by John Spivey 

 

The opinions and views expressed by contributors within the magazine are not necessarily those of Focus 

producers and the Focus Committee. 
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Editorial  

 

I hope that you enjoyed Thorverton and what it had 

to offer in June.  I felt desperately sorry for those 

who went to so much trouble to lay on the Country 

Show, for which Sunday was such a miserable day.  

That was a great shame for me as I had been 

intending to go along that day having been away 

until the evening on Saturday.  What a fine evening‟s 

entertainment we had at the music evening festival.  

It is great to see so much local musical talent on 

display, including a good few young people.  Well 

done to all who took part and kept us entertained that 

evening. 

 

I have recently been enjoying the fruits (and 

vegetables) of my labour on my allotment.  What a 

great feeling it is to eat food that you have grown 

yourself, often within a matter of minutes of having 

picked it.  And with the price of food seeming to 

have gone up rather rapidly over the past couple of 

years it makes increasingly good economic sense.  I 

recommend it, although I wouldn‟t recommend 

anyone trying to compete with our keenest allotment 

holders.  While I have spent a bit more time on the 

allotment this year, ours is still outshone by almost 

all of the other allotments, such is the hard work that 

others put in.  Anyway, good to see the allotments 

looking so good again. 

 

Another area where we should be able to save money 

is on lift sharing.  I include a short article on page 15 

about carsharedevon, encouraging us to join up and  

 

share lifts.  This is, like so many other things, 

something that I have never quite got round to 

joining, so for me now is the time. 

 

I have included an article from Heather Kershaw (on 

page 14) asking us to join up or renew membership 

of the Thorverton Co-Operative Trust Ltd which 

provides the newsagency and stationery part of the 

Thorverton Post Office.  I have just noticed that we 

have not included the membership form that Heather 

refers to, but I am sure that she will be happy to give 

you one if you would like to join up.  As Heather 

says, the recent initiative to get the Stoke Canon Inn 

going again shows that villagers working together 

can keep their communities alive.  But sadly there 

are also too many examples of villagers failing to 

retain the things that keep communities vibrant.  We 

are fortunate indeed to have people in Thorverton 

prepared to spend time and money to keep things 

going.  The range of local societies and events that 

we are able to report on in Focus is testament to their 

efforts. 

 

Enough of this, I am starting to get too serious.  Let 

us hope for a lovely summer and, for Focus at least, 

we get a break, so the next edition is in September.   

 

Neville Lane, Editor 
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Letters 
 

From Barbara Tooze, Cleaves Close 

 

Michael, Barbara and families would like to 

express their sincere thanks for all the cards and 

messages of sympathy for their dear Dad, Arthur 

May, who passed away peacefully at Tiverton 

Hospital on Sunday 19th June 2011. 

  

  

From Elizabeth Curzon -Howe 

 
Now that the dust has settled following the recent 

elections, I would just like to thank all those who 

voted for me as a representative of the UK 

Independence Party, the only moderate opposition to 

the LIB/LAB/CON and recently acknowledged as 

Britain‟s fourth largest party.  During discussions 

whilst leafleting it was obvious how worried many of 

you are about our membership of the European 

Union and how it is affecting our daily lives, be it 

closure of the local Post Offices, Shops, Pubs or, 

where in operation, two weekly bin collections.   

 

My congratulations go to Conservative Bob Deed 

who retained his seat on Mid Devon District Council, 

albeit with a much reduced percentage of the vote 

due to strong competition from UKIP and Labour.  I 

do not envy Bob his task, which will be difficult due 

to the present political and financial climate but wish 

him luck in his endeavours.   

 

Please make contact with me about your concerns at 

any time and I will do my best to help.  Tel: 01392-

860597. E-mail: elizabeth@curzonenterprises.co.uk 

 

 

 UNWANTED or OBSOLETE? 

 

Poltimore Church needs a small table 

 (preferably with fold down sides 

eg a gate leg) 

for Bridal Couples signing the Register 

 

If you can help - Phone Boxall 841355 

 

 

Farewell to Tania 

 
As many of you will be aware, our head teacher, 

Tania Beard will be leaving us at the end of this 

term. 

 

Tania joined us just over three years ago with the 

brief to move our school from its then Ofsted grading 

of „good„, to „outstanding‟. Tania very rapidly 

decided what needed to be done and set us on the 

path to achieving our goal. 

 

Starting from a strong base, our school has made 

huge strides forward under Tania‟s leadership. There 

are a number of reasons for this, but primarily our 

progress is due to Tania‟s determination and 

enthusiasm to create a school which is welcoming, 

open, challenging, vibrant and most importantly, true 

to its Christian ethos. 

 

Every aspect of school life has benefitted in some 

way, large or small, from Tania‟s leadership. We 

have all been challenged to improve levels of 

performance and commitment – to give as much as 

we thought we could give, and then to give a bit 

more. 

 

Whether in the classroom, on the playing field, as a 

member of the PTFA, as parents or as members of 

the governing body, we have all experienced the 

dynamism which Tania brings to her leadership role. 

 

Tania has, over the last three plus years, proved to be 

an inspired appointment and an inspirational leader. 

Tania leaves with our thanks and every good wish for 

success in her new role as head teacher at Clyst 

Honiton School as she leads its transformation into a 

large Church of England primary school for the 

major new town of Cranbrook. 

 

We look forward to the opportunity of honouring 

Tania‟s legacy to us at our next Ofsted inspection. 

 

Clive Hamblin  

Chair of the Governing Body – Thorverton 

Church of England Primary School 
 

 

mailto:elizabeth@curzonenterprises.co.uk
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Thorverton Parish Council  

 

Report of the June meeting of the Parish 

Council 
 

 
 

 

New Councillors 
Four new Councillors have been co-opted onto the Parish Council – Rachel Bury, Stephanie Shelton, Jan Wills and 

Tony Woodhouse – bringing the Council up to its full complement of ten members. 

 

 

Planning Matters 
Following a meeting held in late May attended by Mr Jonathan Guscott, Head of Planning and Regeneration at 

MDDC who addressed the Council and several members of the public, the Council agreed to comment on a 

number of points raised in MDDC‟s Issues and Options Report, including a recommendation that the settlement 

limit around the village be extended at Court Barton and at the Diocese‟s field at the Glebe, on the basis that any 

resulting development would be in the proportion of 50/50 affordable to open market housing. 

Planning applications: 

 

a. To note planning decisions to date of meeting:- 

(i) Listed Building Consent for the conversion of barn and outbuildings to 1 live/work unit (Revised scheme) 

Land and buildings at Court Barton. Consent granted, subject to conditions. 

(ii) Notification to fell 1 cherry tree within a conservation area. The Bell Inn. 

 

b. To consider planning applications received to date of meeting:- 

(i) Ref11/00713/FULL. Conversion of barn and outbuildings to live-work unit. Court Barton. 

(ii) Ref 11/00746/FULL. Erection of single storey extension and conversion of car port to garage. Perry 

Lodge, Lee Cross. 

(iii) Ref 11/00642/CAC. Conservation Area Consent for the demolition of wall and extension.  The Bell Inn. 

(iv) Ref 11/00534/FULL. Change of use from public house to domestic dwelling.  The Bell Inn. 

 

 

Other Parish Matters 

 Residents might wish to note that the NHS has recently produced a leaflet advising on actions to be taken 

in the event of a heatwave. 

 Following receipt of a complaint from a resident, the Council decided to write to householders along part 

of Silver Street to remind them to trim back hedges that were causing difficulties for pedestrians walking 

along the pavement. 

 C/Cllr Lee reported that a small amount of funding was available for use in parishes and asked Council to 

suggest suitable projects. 

 

The next meeting of the Parish Council will take place in the Memorial Hall on Tuesday, 12
th
 July 2011 at 7.30pm. 

An agenda is displayed on the Parish Notice Board prior to meetings and minutes are displayed once they have 

been approved by Councillors. 

 

Jane Lane, Parish Clerk 
 

Telephone: 01392 861062, email:Thorvertonclerk@aol.com 
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Notice Board  

Thorverton Church Consort Practices 

 
Thursdays at 7.45 p.m. to 9 p.m. in church, 
July 7

th
 

July 14
th
 Party 

 

 Junior Consort practices 

 
Mondays, 3.30 p.m. to 4.30 pm., in school 
July 14

th
 - party + family 

 

 

THORVERTON PARISH 

CHURCH 

 CHORAL EVENSONG 

 SUNDAY, JULY 10th at 6.30 p.m. 

 The Thorverton Church choir will be joined by 

St. Peter’s Church, Tiverton choir 

  

Magnificat and Nunc Dimittis 

Stanford in C 

 

Sylv & Anne‟s 

 

CHATTER CAFÉ 

 

Tea/coffee 

Home-made cakes 

WI Premises 
2-30pm to 4-30pm 

All welcome. 

Every Monday 

Excluding Bank Holidays 

Look forward to seeing you 

 

Charity number 229868 

 

Second Sunday Folk Music 
at 

The Thorverton Arms 
every second Sunday in the month 

Lunchtime 

 

Don‟t miss them 

 

TAG  
Thorverton Art Group 

 

FRIDAYS FROM 9:30 

THORVERTON MEMORIAL HALL 

 

NEW MEMBERS WELCOME 
 

 

Thorverton Arts Exchange 
 

At Arts Exchange meetings we share our 

enthusiasms for writing, music, painting, film, craft 

etc. with one another. 

 

Usually there is a theme to our choices, but 

occasionally an individual member will take 

responsibility for a whole evening. 

 

The meetings take place in members' homes at 8.00 

p.m. on Thursdays. The next meetings are: 

 

July 21
st
 Work, Pynes House 

New members are always welcome. For further 

information contact Louise Page or Rob Purvis, 

Campion Cottage 860509. 
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WI Trip 

(Open To All) 

 
                           Sat August 6

th 

                        Sherborne, Dorset 

 

See medieval buildings, superb Abbey, 

world famous schools, picturesque Almhouse, 

two castles and good shopping centre. 
 

Sherborne is also an important town for Art and 

Antiques. 

 

                       Leave The Berry 9am 

                                   And 

                         Sherborne 4-30pm 

 

                                  Cost £10 

 

          Please contact Sue Maguire on 860631 
                    Charity No 229868 

 
 
 

“Meeting the Spirit” 
For its summer session, Thorverton Church 
Home Group is learning more about the Holy 
Spirit.  
 
Thanks to the Rendell family we meet in their 
home, 20 Silver Street from 8 pm till 
approximately  9.15 pm on alternate Tuesdays.  
 
 A short study course entitled “Meeting the 
Spirit” and the Bible helps us to see who He is, 
what He does and the difference He can make 
in our lives.   
 
 Please come and join us.  It does not matter if 
you cannot make every Tuesday.  It’s informal, 
informative and fun.  
 
  For more details please ask Steve/ Liz  Tel:  
01392 860780 or Jemma Hughes (01844  

855250). 

 

CEILIDH 
 

DANCE to MOOR THE MERRIER 

THORVERTON MEMORIAL HALL 

Saturday, 17th September - 7.00 to 11.00pm 

adults - £5 

11 to 17 years - £2 

Pasty and salad - £2.50 

in aid of Thorverton Church funds. 

 

Please pre-order tickets, and food if required, by 10th 

September 

Peter/Lorraine Colebrook at Ockero - tel:01392 

861019 

(Bar available) 

 

Silverton WI 

 
All are invited to attend a talk to be given by Marion 

Scott from the charity ShelterBox. 

 

On Wednesday 6
th

 July 2011 at 8pm 

 

at the Evangelical Church, School Road, Silverton. 

 

Admission is free. Donations to ShelterBox 
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House and 

Garden 

Teas 
 

Come and spend an 

afternoon visiting our 

historic home and gardens 

 

Open between 2pm & 5pm 

on Bank Holiday Mondays 

and Wednesdays & Sundays 

in June, July & August 

 

House tours 2.30pm & 

3.30pm 

Groups welcome by 

arrangement 

 

This Year 

Season tickets for local 

residents 

Garden open under the 

National Gardens Scheme 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Fursdon, Thorverton, Exeter, EX5 5JS 

 

For further information telephone 

01392 860860 

 

e-mail admin@fursdon.co.uk 

 

or visit www.fursdon.co.uk 

 

Holiday 

Accommodation 

 
2 stylish private 

apartments in the Manor 

House  

  

sleeping 6 & 3 

with stunning views 

 

Self catering 

Open all year round 

 
 

VisitEngland **** Gold 

Award 

 

Summer Events at Poltimore House 
 
Opera Gala 

Friday 8 July 7.30pm 

Following the success of the opera concert last year, we are delighted to present favourite arias, duets and 

ensembles taken from grand opera and operetta including Mozart, Puccini and Verdi.  Tickets £10 (£8 for Friends 

of Poltimore House).  Book in advance. 

 

Twelfth Night 

Fri 15 and Sat 16 July 7pm 

If music be the food of love, play on… 

The Idle Theme Theatre Company presents William Shakespeare‟s timeless comedy in the wonderful open air 

setting of Poltimore‟s gardens. Adults £10, Children £5, Families £25 (2 adults /2 children).  Book in advance. 

Arrive early from 6pm with a picnic to enjoy in the grounds 

Interval drinks by donation in the saloon 

Warm clothing and a rug recommended.  

Booking Information 

 

Please send a cheque made payable to „Poltimore House Trust‟ enclosing a SAE to Summer 2011 - <insert name of 

event> Poltimore House, Poltimore, Exeter, EX4 0AU.

mailto:admin@fursdon.co.uk
http://www.fursdon.co.uk/
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Diamond Jubilee Celebrations 
 
We are holding a meeting in the W.I. Hut on 

Wednesday July 13th at 7.30pm for all those who 

would be interested in helping to raise money so the 

Village can hold a huge celebration for Queen 

Elizabeth's Diamond Jubilee next June. If you are 

unable to come along but would like to help in any 

way please telephone, 

 

Sue Sims 860381, Sallie Hayes 860681. 

Thank You and we look forward to seeing you there. 

 

 

 
 
Silverton Street Market 
 

A warm welcome to all those residents in Thorverton 

and its surrounding area awaits you from your sister 

village across the A396.  Put Saturday, 6th. August 

in your diary; it's the annual very popular Silverton 

Street Market.  It starts at 10 am and goes on well 

into the night.  There is a lot to do for all ages:  a 

pantomime, fancy dress competition, donkeys to 

view, bouncy castle, singing and dancing, 

exhibitions, masses to eat and drink, Morris Dancers, 

sights to see and lots to entertain you.  Stalls will be 

everywhere, selling everything from antiques to 

items that are VAT rated Zero.   The main street is 

traffic free but things are going on all over the 

village.  The theme this year is: Devon, Glorious 

Devon; so the Oh, Ah factor is likely to be very 

evident.  The local brewery, Exe Valley, is brewing a 

special beer that is going to be on sale at the village's 

three pubs (they are all organising special 

programmes as well).  There's plenty of car parking.  

All money made goes to support local groups in the 

village. 

 

Of particular interest to Thorverton is the annual tug 

of war between a ladies team from your village 

against the ladies of Silverton.  Last year, Silverton 

came second and are thirsting for revenge.  Your 

team will need all the support that it can get.  So 

come along and get behind your lot and may the best 

women win!  

 

Thank you for any coverage that you can give us.  A 

picture of last year's women's tug of war is attached.  

  

John Kirkaldy  
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The Exe Valley Film Society 
proudly presents our special Summer outdoor screening: 

THE JUNGLE BOOK (U) 

 
Director:  Wolfgang Reitherman 1967 
 

Disney classic telling the story of Mowgli the jungle boy and all his animal companions – 

fantastic songs and a really fun event. Come in jungle-inspired fancy dress if you feel like it – a 

prize for the best and a tombola. Outdoors so bring something warm – in village hall if wet. 

Please let us know if you have mobility problems so we can help you access the venue. 

  
DATE:      THURSDAY 28th JULY 
TIME:        Doors open 6pm, supper 6.30pm, film 7.30pm 

VENUE:    Station House, Brampford Speke  

 
All welcome - tickets £10 (£5 aged 12 & under) including vegetarian supper. Bring your own 

drink, chair/rug etc. Enquiries: 01392 840072 

 

Devon In Sight  

Bill Pertwee, from the BBC’s Dad’s Army will 
launch Devon In Sight on the 14

th
 of July 2011 

at Station House, Topsham. 

 

Devon In Sight (formerly known as The Devon 
County Association for the Blind was 
established as a charity in 1925 and exists to 
provide help to visually impaired people across 
all areas of Devon.  

 

If you would be interested in learning more 
about our volunteer opportunities please contact 
us on 01392 876 666 or by email on 
resourcecentre@devoninsight.org.uk  

 

 

THORVERTON COUNTRY SHOW 

 

A.G.M. 

 
Tuesday 26th July 2011 

 

8.00pm 

 

Thorverton Memorial Hall 

 

All welcome 

mailto:resourcecentre@devoninsight.org.uk
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On Sunday 21st August, 2011, The Western Counties 

Heavy Horse Society are holding their annual 'Working' 

at Netherexe Barton,  Netherexe, nr Exeter, EX5 4DZ, by 

kind permission of Mr & Mrs Ross May.  Gates open 

11am and close 5pm. From Plough to Loaf' will be 

demonstrated. Ploughing, rolling, harrowing and drilling.  

Corn will be cut with a binder.  Bread will be baked on 

the field.   

 

Adults £5 children and car parking free.  Usual facilities, 

refreshments.   

 

Contact Paul Richards 01823 491518. 

 

 

 
Ron and Val Cutler cordially invite you to: 

 

Exeter Male Choir/Mellow D 

joint charity concert 

 
Sunday 3rd July 2011 at 3pm at Arrow Aviation premises. 

 
Admission: £5 on arrival (includes afternoon tea). All proceeds will fund SHELTERBOX 

 

RSVP: Arrow Aviation Services Ltd * Little Stone * Thorverton * Exeter * EX5 5LL 

Tel: 01884 855 327 

  

„Our Local Expert‟ is a free printed guide based on 

recommendations from local people, so it helps avoid 

„cowboys‟ and „rogue traders‟.  It also has a section 

on local food – helping you support local producers 

through farm shops and farmers markets. 

 

Please look out for the new guide which will be 

delivered free through doors of EX5 5 during week 

commencing 27th June.  Anyone who hasn‟t received 

a copy by mid-July can contact Nick Hall on 01392 

340304, nick@OurLocalExpert.co.uk and he‟ll be 

happy to post out extra copies. 

 

To ensure the guide is an accurate reflection of local 

quality, we encourage readers to keep in touch with 

feedback about people from the guide they use (and 

others they think we should feature). 

Dolphin Games Group

You are invited to join
The Dolphin Games Group

at 

‘The Thorverton Arms’

For pool, darts, dominos and 
other games

Meeting on alternate Tuesdays 
starting on Tuesday 24th May 

From 10.30am – 12 noon

All welcome

Cost – The price of a coffee

.
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Parish Church Services and News 
 

July 2011 SERVICES & INFORMATION 

The Church of England welcomes you 

The Netherexe Parishes 

A Mission Community in the Diocese of Exeter  

www.netherexe.org 

 

 

3 July 2011 Trinity 2  

 

08:00 am Holy Communion  [BCP] Newton St Cyres  DD 

10:00 am Service With A Smile   ☺ Brampford Speke   Lay-Led  

10:00 am Service of The Word &  Poltimore   Lay-Led  

 Thanksgiving for the Gift of a Child 

10:00 am Holy Communion & Baptism [C] Thorverton   DD  

11:15 am Service of The Word   Rewe  Lay-Led  

11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Upton Pyne   DD 

06:30 pm Evening Prayer [BCP] Cadbury    DD     

 

10 July 2011 Trinity 3 

 

09:00 pm Holy Communion   [C] Brampford Speke  DD 

10:00 am Family Service of the Word  Newton St Cyres  Lay-Led  

10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Stoke Canon  DD & JD 

11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Rewe DD 

06:30 pm Evening Prayer  [BCP] Huxham  JD 

06:30 pm Evening Prayer [BCP] Thorverton  DD 

 

17 July 2011 Trinity 4 

 

09:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Upton Pyne     DD 

10:00 am Holy Communion & Baptism  [C] Cadbury DD 

10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Cowley A 

Simmonds 

10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Poltimore  C 

Hughes  

10:00 am Morning Prayer  [BCP] Thorverton  H Whitty 

   Joint with Baptist Church  

05:00 pm Service With A Smile  ☺ Stoke Canon  Lay-Led 

 

24 July 2011 Trinity 5 

 

09:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Huxham  A 

Simmonds 

10:00 am Service of The Word   Cadbury  Lay-Led 

10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Newton St Cyres  SS 

10:00 am Service of The Word   Stoke Canon  Lay-Led  

10:00 am Family Service  ☺ Thorverton  Lay-Led  

10:00 am Service of The Word   Upton Pyne  Lay-Led  

11:15 am Service of The Word   Rewe JD 

06:30 pm Evening Prayer  [BCP] Poltimore  JD 

 

http://www.netherexe.org/
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31 July 2011 Trinity 6 

 

11:00 am Mission Community Service    

 Holy Communion  [C] Netherexe DD 

 Followed by Picnic 

 

7 August Trinity 7 

 

10:00 am Service With A Smile  ☺ Brampford Speke  Lay-Led  

10:00 am Service of The Word   Poltimore  Lay-Led   

10:00 am Holy Communion & Baptism  [C] Thorverton  DD 

11:15 am Service of The Word   Rewe Lay-Led  

11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Upton Pyne  DD & JD 

06:30 pm Evening Prayer  [BCP] Cadbury JD 

06:30 pm Service of The Word & Songs of Praise  Newton St Cyres  Lay-Led  

 

Services in the Netherexe Parishes 

Your parish churches aim to provide a variety of service types to meet the needs of the whole community.  Most 

Sunday services except those early in the morning include hymns and music. Everyone is welcome at all services 

 

Service With A Smile  These Family Services are designed for all ages 

Brampford Speke & Stoke Canon   and with the needs of young children especially in 

And Family Service Thorverton &  mind.  They are informal and contemporary in 

Newton St Cyres   style, often including a children‟s activity at the 

  beginning; without communion.  Services usually last 

  about 35 minutes and are followed by refreshments 

 

Young People’s Group [YPG] Young people‟s group meeting during the 10 am 

  Service at Thorverton on the first Sunday of the month 

  in school term time 

Holy Communion  [C] Traditional service in contemporary language [one hour] 

Holy Communion  [T] Traditional service in traditional language [one hour] 

Holy Communion  [BCP] Traditional service in traditional language [one hour] 

Service of The Word  [SW]  Morning or Evening Service [without communion] in 

  contemporary language, often Lay-Led 

Morning Prayer  [BCP] Traditional Morning Service [Mattins] from the Book of 

  Common Prayer [about an hour] 

Evening Prayer [BCP] Traditional Evening Service from the Book of Common 

Choral Evensong [BCP] Prayer [about an hour] 

 

DAILY SERVICES – Usual pattern 

Monday 09:00 am Morning Prayer at Stoke Canon Chapel 

Tuesday 09:00 am Morning Prayer at Thorverton  

Tuesday 06:00 pm Evening Prayer at Rewe 

Wednesday 09:00 am Morning Prayer at Thorverton  

Thursday 09:00 am Morning Prayer at Thorverton  

Thursday 05:00 pm Evening Prayer at Newton St Cyres  

Friday 09:00 am Morning Prayer at Thorverton  

Saturday  09:00 am Morning Prayer at Thorverton  

 

Variations:   No Morning Prayer at Thorverton on Tue 5
th
 Jul, Sat 9

th
, Tue 18

th
, Wed 19

th
, Thu 20

th
, Fri 21

st
, Sat 

23
rd

 and Wed 27
th 

 

Wed 27
th
 Jul Holy Communion [BCP] at Thorverton 09:30 am  
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Who’s Who …..? Abbreviations Key 

 

DD The Revd. Douglas Dettmer Rector   01392 860332 

SS The Revd. Sue Sheppard Associate Minister 01392 841284 

JD The Revd. Julia Dallen  Assistant Curate 07733 673842 

 

Family Services of the Word marked ☺ are led by Lay Teams. 

For more information about the Netherexe Parishes please see www.netherexe.org or contact: 

Mrs Margaret Lowe [Administrator] 

Tel: 07594 714590 - Tuesday & Thursday [08:30 – 16:30] 

Email: margaret.admin@netherexe.org 

Correspondence:  The Netherexe Parishes, PO Box 734, Stoke Canon, Exeter, EX5 4WP. 

 

Would you like a lift to church?  May we offer you a lift to the parish church or to a joint service 

elsewhere?  

For transport to Sunday services  from locations in Thorverton parish, please ring Steve Rendell on 

[01392] 860780.   

To arrange a lift to the weekday Holy Communion at Thorverton please ring Margaret T urner-Warwick 

on [01392] 861173 

For transport from locations in Newton St Cyres parish please contact Mrs Charlotte Dyer on [01392] 851618 

For transport from Cowley parish please contact Major Clive Rendle on [01392] 257389 

For transport from Rewe please contact Guy Sheppard on 01392 841284 

 

Parish Letter 

Going for Growth 
We are now in the church season of “Trinity”.  

Trinity is the longest season of the church year (it 

lasts for 18 weeks this year) and its colour is green.  

Green is the colour of growth and that is no accident 

as the season of Trinity is traditionally a time when 

Christians concentrate on growing in their faith.  We 

have followed the life of Jesus from Advent and the 

announcement of his coming into the world, through 

Christmas and his birth, followed by his ministry on 

earth and Easter and his death and resurrection.  We 

have commemorated his ascension on Ascension 

Thursday and the coming of the Holy Spirit at 

Pentecost.  We have celebrated the mystery that is 

the Holy Trinity of Father Son and Holy Spirit on 

Trinity Sunday and now, over the summer, we settle 

down to consolidate all that we have learnt and 

experienced, to think and pray about it, and to act on 

what we have learnt. 

 

July is also a time for holidays of course, after the 

schools have broken up and (hopefully!)  the sun 

puts in an appearance for more than one day at a 

time.  Holidays too are a time for taking stock, for 

sitting back and thinking about the year just passed 

and what we have learnt in it – our small triumphs 

and our regrets.  If you are going on holiday in July 

then I do hope the sun shines for you, but I also hope 

you do have a chance to take stock of your Christian  

 

 

 

 

 

life – to thank God for all his goodness to you, to say 

sorry for the times you have let him down and to 

think about your prayer life and about other ways in 

which you might come closer to him once the 

holidays are over and you are back to the daily 

routine. 

 

One of those ways might be to read your Bible more 

often.  This year is the 400th anniversary of the King 

James/Authorised Version. It is amazing that this one 

version of the Bible has been in continuous print for 

that length of time, and has sold 1 billion copies. It 

has had a tremendous impact on the English 

language and culture not just here in Britain but 

across the world. Even more importantly it has 

inspired and shaped the lives of countless individuals 

who through it have discovered God‟s love and 

purpose.  Original copies of the King James Bible 

contained encouraging comments from the 

translators to readers and I would like to finish with a 

brief extract from one of them: 

 

”Gentle Reader, we commend thee to God, and to the 

Spirit of His grace. He removeth the scales from our 

eyes, the veil from our hearts, opening our wits that 

we may understand His Word, enlarging our hearts, 

yea correcting our affections, that we may love it 

above gold and silver, yea that we may love it to the 

end. Ye are brought unto fountains of living water 

which ye digged not. Others have laboured, and you 

http://www.netherexe.org/
mailto:margaret.admin@netherexe.org
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may enter into their labours; O receive not so great 

things in vain, O despise not so great salvation! It is a 

fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God; 

but a blessed thing it is, and will bring us to 

everlasting blessedness in the end, when God 

speaketh unto us, to hearken; when He setteth His 

Word before us, to read it; when He stretcheth out 

His hand and calleth, to answer, Here am I, here we 

are to do thy will O God.” 

Sue Sheppard 

 

 

Baptist Church 
 

On 17
th
 August 2011, Christians around the world 

will celebrate the 250
th
 Anniversary of the birth of 

William Carey, often called “the father of modern 

mission”.  Carey was instrumental in the forming of 

the Baptist Missionary Society in 1792 and the 

following year sailed to India as its first missionary. 

 

Sunday 21
st
 August has been designated as Carey 

Sunday and has been endorsed by all the Baptist 

Unions. (Great Britain, Scotland and Wales.) 

Churches up and down the country are invited to join 

in the celebrations. 

 

Radio 4‟s morning service on Sunday 14
th
 August 

will be broadcast from Mount Pleasant Baptist 

Church Northampton, with a special focus on 

William Carey. 

 

In Northamptonshire, where Carey was born and 

lived until he went to India, various activities will be 

taking place to commemorate his birth. 

 

It is said that he was a visionary, translator, reformer, 

botanist and self-professed plodder, and as British 

churches mark the 250
th
 anniversary of his birth this 

August, his achievements will also be celebrated 

5,000 miles away in the country to which he 

dedicated 40 years. 

 

It is no exaggeration to say that Carey‟s translation 

of the Bible into Bengali has impacted millions of 

Indian people over the years.  Benjamin Francis, a 

BMS associate team leader in India, says he owes 

Carey a great deal, “I am a life that has been truly 

changed.” Because when he translated the Bible for 

the first time, a Bengali man could read God‟s heart 

for himself. Can you imagine the impact of that? 

 

One of William Carey‟s most visible legacies is the 

elegant Serampore College, which he founded in 

1818 with Joshua Marshman and William Ward.  

Over 2,200 students are currently enrolled on courses 

at the college‟s theological, arts, science and 

commerce faculties. Today‟s Christian leaders in 

India point to Carey as their inspiration. 

 

Some of his achievements include starting the first 

school for girls in India, establishing India‟s first 

savings bank and launching the first English 

language newspaper, which continues to be 

published as „The Statesman‟. He also founded The 

Agri-Horticultural Society of India and his literary 

works are treasured in the Asiatic Society. The 

government released a stamp in Carey‟s honour in 

1993. 

 

The legacy of Carey looks set to continue into a 

future. Many young people are coming forward for 

mission work. In the recent past north India was 

considered as very hard for evangelism but at present 

amazing works are going on there; hundreds of 

people are accepting Jesus. 

 

William Carey will be forever remembered by 

believers in India. 

 

The Baptist Church gives a warm welcome to all 

who would like to join us on any Sunday morning at 

11-00am, or on a Wednesday morning in the 

Schoolroom at the back of the Church at 10-00am for 

a Prayer Meeting and a coffee. 

 

                          Phyllis Langdon     Church Secretary

  

 

Christian Aid Collection May 2011. 

 

The Christian Aid House to House Collection in May 

ended very successfully once again. 

 

My grateful thanks to you all, collectors and givers 

for this amount, and special thanks to all who signed 

their gift aid forms. Gift Aid raises so much more 

money for poor communities, it is life changing, and 

means a lot of extra money for people living in 

poverty. 

 

The overall total raised in Thorverton and Brampford 

Speke this year amounted to £2,075-20  
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In all my 25 years of organising this collection for 

the two villages, I have dreamed of reaching the 

£2,000, and this year we have, now I feel I could 

retire gracefully, providing someone will come 

forward to take over, and take it into the future. 

My grateful thanks to all. 

 

Brampford Speke                                                                             £109-43 

The Glebe                                                                                          145-66 

Cleaves Close/Lynch Close                                                                  54-04 

Raddon Area (in 3 parts this year)                                                      354-51 

Dark Lane/Courbier Court                                                                   32-97 

Jericho Street/The Green                                                                    104-00 

Silver St/School Lane/Milford Lane                                                    684-34 

Dinneford Street                                                                                 230-00 

Bullens Close                                                                                       53-04 

Berrysbridge Rd/Broadlands/Lynch Rd                                                88-25 

Bullens Street                                                                                       85-51 

Latchmoor                                                                                            63-45 

Thorv Arms Tin/Carwash/Coffee Morning                                           70-00 

                                                                                                     ---------------------- 

£2, 075-20 

                                                                                                      --------------------- 

Added to this grand total we were given the 

Collection from the Christian Aid Service at the 

Parish Church, which amounted to £65-12, which 

will be added to our total. 

 

The amount collected at the Church Week Fair in the 

Competition for the Hamper which had to be sent 

straight to London headquarters and will NOT be 

added to our total was £31-50. 

 

Again  my very grateful thanks to you all. 

 

 Phyllis Langdon,   

Ferndale, Thorverton, EX5 5NG.   

Local  Organiser                                                                                                    

 

                    

Supporting Thorverton Post  
Office  
As most of you know, the shop in Thorverton‟s 

Quarry Car Park, TCT‟s newsagency and stationery 

shop, was opened nearly ten years ago so that the 

village could once again have a post office. And here 

we are still supporting the post office, providing the 

village with a paper shop „plus‟ with local people 

giving their time and skills to maintain this really 

valuable amenity. 

 

You may have heard about the latest local 

community project, the re-opening of The Stoke 

Canon Inn. Many in that village and surrounding area 

have put their hands in their pockets, set up their own 

community organisation to run and maintain the 

venture, given up their time to prepare the pub and to 

now run and staff it. That‟s fantastic. 

 

TCT Ltd not only needed funds to set up in the first 

place, but still needs an injection of funds by way of 

a small annual subscription from its members (as 

well as continuing income from all our customers of 

course). Without this, the company would probably 

make a slight loss and therefore would not be able to 

adequately support itself let alone the post office 

here. 

 

So if you are not already a member, then please 

consider it NOW and make use of the form below. 

You will then have a share in the enterprise and a  

„say‟ in how things run and work, as well as knowing 

that your money will help to keep the business going 

and enable to us to perhaps support the post office 

financially even more if necessary. 

 

Thank you to the many TCT members who have 

already paid their annual subscription and to those of 

you who have made donations too. Please encourage 

all of your family, friends and neighbours to come on 

board. 

Heather Kershaw    

 Thorverton Co-operative Trust Ltd Chair and 

Membership Secretary 

01392 860419 
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Twenty-Five Years Ago 
 

Focus 1986 
 

Kirkfoard Kollection Report For 1986 

Sophisticated Elegance and Inexpensive Simplicity 

was the theme for this year‟s Kirkfoard Fashion 

Kollection. This exciting collection of fashion 

ensembles, town and country, leisure and formal and 

designer made togs, formed the nucleus of the 

presentation at the Stable Salon on show during the 

Church Week. Undoubtedly our local lovelies can 

now feel quietly confident that they are the first in 

fashion, and that their „haute couture‟ will be the talk 

of the village! 

Our fashion editor predicted that the distinct 

equestrian flavour of the rural setting of the fashion 

salon would certainly make the phrase „clothes 

horse‟ more meaningful! 

 

The presentation of the collection was made each 

evening during the Church Week, when the stable 

door was opened and the world was given a preview 

of what should be worn at the wedding of the year.  

Any potential purchase could be taken for private 

fitting-but many enthusiasts for instant bargains 

preferred to assess their find on the spot. The 

removal of certain garments, from the open air 

display-(and certain personal garments to facilitate 

the fitting!) almost caused the young thatcher on the 

adjoining roof to fall off his ladder. At least his 

thatching speed slowed down, his radio was silent, 

and his education in the undergarment fashion sense 

was augmented. It is worth noting here that the 

Kiddies Kirkfoard Kollection was also a success 

(with the kids anyway!) 

 

I would like particularly to thank Nancy and Susan 

Maguire for their untiring help on the sales floor, and 

giving of their time so liberally; to our clientele for 

their support and interest; to all the patrons who 

produced an unlimited supply of high class stock; to 

number one brother (Mr. R.E. Ford) for the loan of 

the fashion house (including 2 stalls, a loose box, hay 

loft and 2 mangers); to number two brother ( Mr. 

E.W.Ford) for electrical installations and 

effects(Chelsea Girl could never complete) – and to 

anyone who contributed towards making the 1986 

Kirkfoard Kollection a Super Success. 

 

My personal thanks to my husband for his patience 

and forbearance (and even tolerance) during the 

preceding weeks of the opening of the Salon. I could 

sense his disappointment if he answered the door bell 

and failed to find a plastic carrier of clothes on the 

doorstep! Given time, he‟ll be a match for Bruce 

Oldfield, and by then, surely we will qualify for the 

Royal Cipher over the Stable-sorry-Salon door! 

Watch out, Fashion Followers, for an even more 

exciting Kirkfoard Kollection next year! 

 

Emily Aird    Director – Kirkfoard Kollection 

 

 

 

 

Share cars, share costs! 
Do you travel the same route to work every day in a 

car on your own?  Would you like to reduce your 

fuel costs and the wear and tear on your car? Why 

not let carsharedevon help you? 

 

Carsharedevon is a free matching service which puts 

people travelling in the same direction or to a similar 

destination in contact with each other. This allows 

them to share the journey and the costs, either taking 

turns with the driving, or giving someone a lift in 

exchange for a contribution to fuel. 

 

The scheme is free and open to non-drivers. Simply 

register your details on the website at 

www.carsharedevon.com and the data base will 

automatically identify possible matches. It is then up 

to you to contact the travelling companions you 

choose, via email, and arrange to meet at a  

 

 

 

convenient location. Remember to bring 

identification with you.  To register for free, go to  

www.carsharedevon.com 
              Lesley Smith 

 

 

Womens' Institute 
Our last meeting was our summer party and a 

marvellous spread was put on by one of our ladies. 

 

This was followed by a beetle drive were many new 

species of beetles were invented. 

 

Paddy Milford was the member with the most beetle 

points while Mary Stevens won „Flower of the 

month. 

Sylv Gregory 

Charity No.229868 

http://www.carsharedevon.com/
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Barbara Uglow retires as Focus 
Treasurer 
 

Focus Chairman, Michael Ayre, presents 

a patio rose and shares a laugh with 

Barbara Uglow to mark her retirement 

from the role as Treasurer – a role that 

she had held for several years. 

 

Our new treasurer is Bob Swaffield. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Below is a rare photo of the normally unseen Focus 

helpers at their annual social evening: 
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I Don’t Believe It  
It has been a common courtesy for drivers to flash or 

otherwise advise fellow motorists if they have their 

headlamps on in the daytime. However, the Daytime 

Running Lights Directive issued by our European 

Masters now require all new cars and small delivery 

vans to have daytime running lights on when the 

engine is running. Therefore, it‟s little use flashing or 

gesticulating. Environmental impact assessments 

indicate an increase in consumption/emissions of 

between 0.5 and 3%, but the increased conspicuity 

should save hundreds of accidents a year, 

particularly during the dark winter months.  I‟ve yet 

to be convinced, as increasing illumination levels 

particularly at twilight may reduce our ability to see 

darker objects. How long before pedestrians will also 

be required to have Daytime Running Lights? 

 

 

 

My predictions of two years ago are proving correct 

with Honourable Members and Noble Lords now 

behind bars. This is ludicrous – having collectively 

mugged us of millions in expenses we are now 

continuing to keep these examples at Her Majesty‟s 

pleasure. Clearly, these miscreants pose little 

physical threat to society. Would it not, therefore, be 

better and cheaper to fine them, say, ten times the 

amount they have stolen?  I‟m sure they could afford 

it. 

Having become reconciled to the absurdity of the 

Eurovision Song Contest I felt its position of high 

farce unassailable. However, having watched part of 

this year‟s BAFTA awards I‟m no longer so smug 

and confident of Eurovision‟s position!  

      

          Commentator 

 

Thorverton Country Show 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reg. Charity No. 203776 

 

Unfortunately, this year‟s Show will probably be 

remembered primarily for the incessant rain which 

caused many of our planned activities and events to 

be curtailed or cancelled on Sunday. 

 

In contrast, we were blessed with relatively good 

weather the previous day when a large crowd saw 

our guest of honour, Tony Beard (The Wag from 

Widecombe) open the Show. We were impressed 

with Tony‟s sincerity and his genuine interest in the 

history of the Show. 

 

With Comedy Stunt routines, Mounted Games, 

Terrier Racing, Dressage, Archery, a Dog Show, 

Craft Fayre, Flea Circus, Angling display, Vintage 

Vehicles, Bands, Beekeeping, Punch & Judy the 

Show provides something for all tastes and ages. All 

this was followed by an after Show Music Fest 

throughout the evening. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our thanks go to Geoff Bulley who organised the 

Fest and all the Bands who performed for making the 

evening such a success. 

 

A big thank you also goes out to all those of you who 

helped in whatever way. Without your help we could 

not run the Show. 

 

Show AGM 
The Show will be holding its AGM on Tuesday 26

th
 

July at 8.00pm at the Memorial Hall. We are already 

looking at ideas for the 2012 Show. If you are 

interested in taking part or helping to organise this 

event please come along to the AGM. Any ideas or 

suggestions would be most welcome. 

 

We look forward to seeing you at the Hall on 26
th
 

July 

 

John White 
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Thorverton Country Show by John Spivey
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Thorverton and District History 
Society 
 

Members stood in silence to pay their respects 

following the recent death of Vice-chairman Ron 

Cottey. 

 

The illustrated talk on The Diaries of a Devon 

Thatcher by Dennis Skinner was slightly delayed due 

to electrical problems. Despite extending the 

extension lead from the kitchen it was still short, so 

it was about turn for the audience while the screen 

and projector were relocated to the other end of the 

hut. 

 

Having spent his childhood in Rewe, Dennis fondly 

recalled cycling to catch the 8:10 train from 

Thorverton to school in Tiverton. He joined the RAF 

and later pursued a career in the defence industry. On 

his retirement he returned to Devon and joined the 

South Devon Group of the Devon Family History 

Society. Suggesting Thatching as a topic for the 

Society‟s proposed Open Day of Victorian 

Occupations it fell to Dennis, whose forebears had 

been thatchers, to research the subject. His search in 

Colaton Raleigh, where a James Skinner had been a 

thatcher from the late 1700‟s provided little 

information, but he did meet current day thatchers 

Phil White and Frank Turbitt, who talked 

enthusiastically of the work and skills involved. A 

phone call to a cousin in Silverton revealed this 

cousin still had Grandfather Tom Skinner‟s diaries – 

nine books in all, meticulously kept, covering the 

period 1894 to 1921. 

 

These diaries provided a fascinating insight and day 

by day record of the life and work of Tom and his 

Brother Fred in Silverton and surrounding Parishes. 

Today we fail to realise the past importance of 

thatching – practically everything that required 

protection from the rain was thatched – cottages, 

stables, barns and linhays. Before the days of 

mechanisation much of the harvest was stored in the 

field – hay, corn and peas were layered into ricks and 

potatoes and mangles packed with straw in shallow 

mounds called caves – all required thatching to keep 

dry. Even cob walls were thatched, as we can still see 

at Sir Walter Raleigh‟s birthplace near East 

Budleigh. Each storm also took its toll on thatch with 

urgent repairs required.  

 

Listening to extracts from Toms 1896 diary we could 

not fail to be impressed by the brothers‟ sheer 

capacity for work, working a six day week – 

thatching six ricks in a day and 120 in a month - at 

the princely sum of 1/6d each. The diary detailed 

jobs for each day of the year, the charges made and 

the cost of materials purchased. The diary records 

“Holiday on Christmas Day, rabbiting on Boxing 

Day.”  

 

Any respite from thatching was filled by a variety of 

tasks. Rabbiting featured frequently, a 100 rabbits a 

day not unusual, supplying a butcher in Exeter. 

Another shoot records 28 rooks for pies. Their other 

talents included grafting quality apples onto root 

stock and the less pleasant task of docking sheep. 

Tom and Fred also manned the Silverton fire 

appliance. The diaries provide a fascinating insight 

into the hard rural life of a century ago.  

 

Barrie Phillips 

 

Upstream 
We are starting 2 groups at the Thorverton Arms to 

coincide with their senior citizens lunch group. 

The first meeting will be the 24th May and then 

every other week, from 10:30 - 12 noon. 

Cost - a cup of coffee. 

The groups are craft group & games group and will 

both happen at the same time. The hope is that these 

will appeal to a large range of people and that it will 

encourage them to join the lunch group. 

Lunches need to be booked by noon the day before 

(Monday) on 01392860205. 

These groups are open to all and I have attached the 

flyers if you want to use them. 

 

Please feel free to send people along or bring them to 

one of the sessions. If you know of someone who 

may need more help to get out you can refer them to 

Upstream, details below. 

Upstream 

PO Box 63 

Crediton 

Devon  

EX17 4EA 

 01363 778029 

www.upstream-uk.com 

 

Gilly Hayson 

 

 

Legal Eagle 
 

This month we turn our attention to offences against 

the person which may be broadly categorised as 

those which result in death and those that do not. 

 

http://www.upstream-uk.com/
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The former category is made up primarily of the 

offences of murder and manslaughter. Murder 

requires proof that the accused unlawfully killed with 

malice aforethought. The requirement that the 

accused must have acted with malice aforethought 

means that the prosecution must show that at the 

time of the conduct which resulted in the death of the 

victim, the accused had either an intention to kill or 

an intention to cause grievous bodily harm. 

 

A person charged with murder may raise the general 

defences of insanity which, if successfully pleaded 

results in a special verdict of, „Not guilty by reason 

of insanity‟ or self-defence which if successfully 

pleaded results in an acquittal. 

 

In addition to the general defences, two special, 

partial defences may be pleaded, namely Loss of 

Control (which has replaced the former defence of 

Provocation ) and Diminished Responsibility. 

 

Where either defence succeeds, the result will be that 

the accused is not convicted of murder, but a verdict 

of manslaughter will be returned by the jury. 

 

The defence of Loss of Control was introduced by 

the Coroners and Justices Act 2009, which came 

into force on the 4
th
 October 2010. 

 

The burden of proof is on the prosecution to disprove 

the defence once the accused has satisfied the 

evidential burden. This requires the accused to 

adduce sufficient evidence of the defence from 

which a jury, properly directed, could reasonably 

conclude that the partial defence might apply. 

 

How then does the accused go about adducing the 

evidence? The accused will need to show that there 

was a qualifying trigger ( see below); that this caused 

the accused to lose self control; that this led, in turn, 

to an act or omission resulting in the accused killing 

or being a party to a killing; that a person of the same 

sex and age as the accused, with a normal degree of 

tolerance and self-restraint and, in the circumstances 

of the accused, might have reacted in the same or in a 

similar way to the accused and finally that the 

accused did not act in a considered desire for 

revenge. 

 

The term „Qualify trigger‟ means either that the 

accused feared serious violence from the victim 

against the accused or another identified person or 

that a thing or things done or said ( or both ) which 

were (a) of an extremely grave character, and (b) 

caused the accused to have a justifiable sense of 

being seriously wronged. The term „ a thing or things 

done or said….‟ does not, however, include sexual 

infidelity. 

 

The Act is silent on whether „extremely grave 

character „ is to be judged objectively or subjectively 

although the better view appears to be that this is an 

objective test. The test for „ justifiable sense of being 

seriously wronged‟ is an objective test, where the 

accused will be judged against a reasonable person. 

 

It is expressly provided that a sense of being 

seriously wronged is not „ justifiable‟ if the accused 

incited it in order to provide an excuse to use 

violence. 

 

The Act also recognises that the requirement to 

establish a qualifying trigger may be satisfied by a 

combination of the above triggers. 

 

Where the accused is mistaken as to the existence of 

a qualifying trigger there is a strong argument for 

saying, at least in the case of a fear of serious 

violence, that provided the mistake is genuine in the 

sense that it is based on an honestly held belief, the 

accused should be judged on the facts as he believed 

them to be.  

 

Once the qualifying trigger has been identified, it 

must be assessed whether this led to a loss of self-

control. Unlike provocation, the loss of control does 

not have to be sudden with the result that suffers of 

domestic violence who kill following a slow burn 

reaction who were denied a provocation plea will 

now be able to plead loss of control. Kiranjit 

Ahluwalia was denied the opportunity to plead 

provocation when, after enduring 10 years of 

violence and humiliation from her husband she threw 

petrol into his bedroom and set it alight. He sustained 

severe burns and died six days later. Today, in 

similar circumstances, a plea of loss of control would 

be available.  

 

Likewise, the requirement that a person of the same 

sex and age as the accused, with a normal degree of 

tolerance and self-restraint and in the circumstances 

of the accused, might have reacted in the same or in a 

similar manner to the accused appears to be more 

favourable than the test with provocation. Where 

provocation was pleaded, the accused was required 

to show that a reasonable person would have lost 

self-control and acted as the accused did. 

 

Next month we will look at the partial defence of 

Diminished Responsibility.  

 

Clive Hamblin 
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Opera Speke 

 

A Day to Remember 
 

Well, we did it. Our grand charity garden party here 

in Brampford Speke on the 19th of June raised £720 

for Force, the local cancer charity. Can you believe 

that? The overwhelming generosity of the thirty-four 

attendees ensured we sailed past our £500 target. 

And the weather was good! A basic requirement for a 

garden party I know, and I am tempted to claim that 

all my incantations and propitiations to the weather 

gods had worked, but truth is, we were just lucky. It 

may be that it was the luck of the devil, or perhaps 

the sun really does shine on the righteous? 

I‟ve not done a charity-do before, and the mountain 

of work involved makes you have doubts, but raising 

so much money to help a really worthwhile charity 

like Force is tremendously satisfying, almost 

euphoric. I had a tweet from the Dalai Lama a few 

weeks ago, saying that happiness comes from helping 

others. He‟s right. 

None of this is of course possible without our own 

army of helpers. You‟d be amazed, but when people 

learn that you are doing a charity event, they just 

want to help. People putting up gazebos in the garden 

in the rain, rigging the sound and vision system, 

setting out chairs and tables, and cooking food. 

When I say „cooking food‟, I don‟t mean a few ham 

sandwiches. Did they cook? A tsunami of food came 

in through the front door on Sunday morning.  I 

looked on, amazed. „How‟ I asked myself, „will they 

eat all that?‟ I need not have worried. Boy, did they 

eat it! Cooked hams, quiches, chicken dishes, salads 

of all kinds, fruit salad, roulades, pavlovas. Too 

much to mention really. It went.   

If the food was good and the weather was good; it 

must be said, the company was good too. 

Conversation and laughter flowed as old friendships 

were developed and new ones formed. Nearly 

everyone ate outdoors in the sun as the band played. 

Yes, we had a wonderful musical accompaniment 

during the champagne and strawberry reception, 

provided by a string-quartet of University students. 

They were rather good too, hardly believing their 

luck to be having a professional engagement they 

went away very delighted with themselves.  

Did I tell you, in between all this wining and dining 

and bonhomie, we managed to find time to all sit 

down and watch an opera? It was Der Rosenkavalier, 

a comic masterpiece by Richard Strauss, greatly 

enjoyed by everyone there, a real life-enhancing 

experience. 

It seems the whole day was a life-enhancing 

experience for all of us lucky enough to have been 

there. Three people compared it to Glyndebourne. 

High praise indeed, but I had to point out that 

Glyndebourne doesn‟t have live music beforehand! 

Everyone enjoyed their day, and money was raised 

for charity. Yes, it definitely was a day to remember. 

 

If you‟d like to come to regular Opera Speke 

evenings, just give me a call. Our next presentation is 

Mozart‟s The Marriage of Figaro on Tuesday July 

19th at 7pm. 

Jane Barnard-Smith 

01392 841770 

 

TARTS news 
Thorverton Amblers Ramblers and Trampers 
 

It was very much touch and go as to whether last 

Saturdays (18
th
 June) walk from Kennerleigh would 

happen as the weather forecast was pretty horrible. 

Indeed, Jenny tried to cancel it on Friday evening, 

but by Saturday morning the message hadn‟t been 

received by the hardiest of TARTS and so we 

decided to take a chance. What a good job we did. 

Apart from a few showers, more persistent towards 

the end of the walk, the weather was ok, even some  

sunshine breaking through at times. We walked 

through a mixture of quiet lanes, farmland, and green 

lanes, and through the little village of 

Woolfardisworthy where we sought refuge from a 

brief but heavy shower in the beautiful village 

church. We continued through Hookhill plantation 

where the path led us alongside a series of multi-

level ponds to a very interesting wooden built house 

with wonderful bamboo and willow sculptures.  

 

Future walks and events 

 

Saturday 2
nd

 July – walk led by Ray 

 

Saturday 16
th
 July – longer walk led by Graeme 

 

Saturday 6
th
 August – a 5 ½ - 6 mile walk near Zeal 

Monachorum led by Titch and Rob, followed by an 

excellent lunch at The Garden Cottage. Note the 

earlier start time of 09.15. Lunch is from a set menu 

for £10 and needs to be pre booked by 4
th

 August, 

call Titch on 01392 861568. 

 

Saturday 27th August - Approximately 6 miles led by 

Anne. Starting from Oakhampton station and 

walking towards Yes Tor and round to Meldon 
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viaduct, taking the steam train back to Oakhampton. 

Picnic lunch and the option of cream teas at 

Oakhampton station tea rooms.  

 

Please note the change of date from the 20th as 

advertised in last month’s Focus. 

All walks meet outside The Bell at 0930, and are 

suitable for dogs unless otherwise stated. Shorter 

walks are usually 4 – 6 miles in length and longer 

walks 6 – 9 miles, however precise details of each 

walk (length, gradient, lunch information etc) will be 

displayed approximately a week before the walk in 

the Old Post Office Window and on the village notice 

board. If you would like to be included on the email 

list contact Caroline (861002) or Graeme (860203). 
 

Caroline Prince 

 

 

 

 
 Art Competition In Stoke Canon 
 

Judging and Exhibition 

17
TH

 & 18
TH

 

SEPTEMBER 

Children. 

1. A drawing or painting depicting Stoke Canon in 

past times.   (not larger than A3) 

Perhaps a village scene or people working i.e. 

thatching, farming, cider making or paper making. 

This should be accompanied by a short history of 

scene or activity of not more than 50 words. 

 

2. A drawing or painting of something old in the 

village. Perhaps the signal box, the Jubilee Hall, the 

Church, a church bell or an old farming implement.    

(not larger than A3) 

This should be accompanied by a short history of not 

more than 50 words which should include relevant 

date or dates. 

 

3. A drawing or painting of flowers, insects or a wild 

creature which would have been found in our village 

years ago, and which needs our help in conservation.   

(not larger than A3) 

This should be accompanied by an explanation of not 

more than 50 words as to why it is important to 

protect it. 

 

Young People and Adults. 

4. A piece of art work in any medium representing 

"Our village, our heritage" or an imaginative piece 

on this theme. 

 

Entries will be judged in four age groups:  

Children 5-7.  Children 8-11.  

Young people 12-16. and adults over 16. 

 

John Haysom, a local professional artist 

(Thorverton’s own!), has kindly agreed to judge the 

competition. John will be looking for:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Interpretation of brief and expressed composition, 

colour, craftsmanship, technique and skill.  

Prizes: £10 W.H.Smiths Vouchers for all children‟s 

classes;  £25 cash for Young people and £50 for 

Adults. 

.....................................................................................

........................................................................... 

 

ENTRY FORM 

I wish to enter the Art Competition and understand 

my entry must be in by September 9
th
 2010. 

 

Name............................................................................

.................              Tel. No....................  

 

Age group: (please tick as appropriate) 

                         5-7 yrs .............        8-11 yrs 

..............      12-16 yrs ................    Over 16 

................. 

I enclose an entry fee of 50p per entry (child or 

young person) or £1 per entry for adults. 

 

Please write your name on the back of your entry 

and send or deliver it to Stoke Canon Primary 

School or to Maureen Owen Jones at 9 Old Barn 

Close, Stoke Canon by 3pm on Friday September 9th 

before 3pm. 

 

If this is difficult for you or if you have any other 

queries please contact Maureen on 01392 841085 or  

Janet Boustred on  01392 841395.  
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Poetry  
From Thorverton School 

 

The Village in Summer 

The village in summer is beautiful 

The old cherry tree in full pink bloom 

Adds a splash of colour 

To the white and black houses. 

Everything seems to be blossoming –  

Sweet flowers grow out of the wall by the old sheep-

dip. 

Megan Aged 11 

 

The village 

Up the street – where friends meet; 

Up in the park – where the matches start. 

We go into Bullen Street – where we play hide and 

seek. 

Into the allotment, where we grow our vegetables. 

Round the village we go, near where the river flows‟ 

Back through the park 

We stay out until dark! 

Tim Aged 11 

 

Whale 

The whale‟s enormous 

Star-lit eyes 

Look upon the shimmering 

Ice and coral caves. 

The waves lap 

Upon the dry pebbles. 

The whale‟s moans and groans 

Fade throughout the dark 

Mysterious night. 

Alice  Aged 10 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Butterfly 

The magical colours of butterflies 

Mix with the bees flying by. 

How delicately they make their wings go, 

Flying so low. 

The mysterious eye on the butterfly‟s wing –  

We all bow down to this king. 

Oriana Aged 10 

 

 

 

My Village 

The blossom has sprung 

And the bees have come 

And the grass is covered in dew. 

 

The stream trickles and gurgles 

The cobbled stones gleam and shine 

Wet in the rain. 

I am woken  

By the sweet sound of the morning chorus. 

Alice Aged 10 

 

Butterfly 

This graceful, peaceful and amazing 

Flying insect: 

It flutters from plant to plant, 

Looking so beautiful 

All of the time. 

Benji Aged10 

 

 

 

From Doreen Beer 

 

Happy Wanderers  

Root by root and stalk by stalk 

The oxeye daisies took a walk, 

Along the motorway's vast verge, 

They progressed onward in a surge; 

Dressed in purest bridal white, 

To human eyes a wondrous sight. 

Into the wayside fields they wandered, 

Freely there much seed they squandered, 

While scarlet poppies joined their dance, 

The English summer to enhance. 

From Devonshire's hills to Derby's dales 

Their simple loveliness regales. 

  

Doreen Beer 
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Nature Notes 
In April my daughter Rowie and her friend 

Annabelle played an Easter egg hunt in the garden 

using chocolate mini eggs. Rowie balanced an egg on 

the rim of a hole of a nest box that is fixed above the 

platform of a bird table. Annabelle tried to pick up 

the egg but it toppled into the hole. We tried to get 

the egg out by tilting the bird table. In doing so we 

discovered the nest box part was partitioned into two 

halves each having its own hole. In one half of the 

box we could see some moss and other nesting 

material and luckily the mini egg was rolling around 

in the other side. We immediately stopped tilting the 

table. In May I heard cheeping and noticed a pair of 

BlueTits going into the box with food and re-

appearing with faecal sacs. The chicks fledged a 

couple of weeks later. 

 

Nephew Jack was making a sandwich and had left 

the fridge door open when out shot a Coal Tit who 

headed for a window. His dad caught the tit and let it 

out. No-one knows how it got in the fridge or how 

long it was in there but it was by then a cold tit.  

 

One day in May I walked up the lane to meet Rowie 

off the school bus. I spotted a fox running along the 

inside of Herbie Parr‟s field. I carried on walking and 

as I approached Dr Fursdon‟s cottage so the fox 

came down the hedge into the lane and up into the 

hedge other side of the lane. I quickly slipped back to 

the gateway to Dr Fursdon‟s orchard and watched the 

fox (who was carrying a rabbit) until it disappeared 

out of site. 

 

Recently my sister and brother in law decided to go 

hare watching along Rixaford lane. It was around 

8.30pm when they parked in the lay-by with the low 

hedge not far from the tumulus. They were lucky to 

see four hares in total in the fields on both sides of 

the lane. 

 

My sugar pole has attracted several creatures so far 

this year. It is there to attract moths but some 

butterfly species love the boozy concoction as well, 

most notably Comma, Speckled Wood and Red 

Admiral. Flies, bumblebees, wasps and hornets have 

been feasting there but the main surprise was a Wood 

Mouse on the pole on several nights. Unfortunately I 

found the mouse one morning in a sorry condition, 

having got a wound on its rump. Rowie and I put it in 

a shoe box in the greenhouse and gave it some seeds 

and water. It ate some seeds but didn‟t look well and 

passed away overnight.  

 

Just a reminder there will be moth trapping at the 

Millennium Green starting around 9.30pm on 9
th
 

July. Please be aware of trailing wires and bring a 

torch for your safety. Full details will be on posters 

around the village. Also there will be a butterfly 

count at the Millennium Green on 23
rd

, 27
th
, 28

th
 and 

29
th
 July for 15 minutes from 2pm. On 27

th
 this will 

be followed by a bug hunt for an hour. There will be 

some goodies for children who come along. If rain is 

forecast at the time these events are due to take place 

they will not go ahead. Posters for the butterfly/bug 

events will be put up in the village later in July.   

 

Jenny Garne    

 

July In The Garden  

 

Well we`ve had flaming June!!!!   So what will July 

throw at us?  Whatever the weather there is still 

gardening to be done.  The hungry gap is well and 

truly over and almost overnight crops are ready with 

their harvest.  1
st
 early potatoes have been harvested 

in June and now the 2
nd

 early potatoes follow. This 

year has allowed them to reach maturity without the 

dreaded blight spoiling the leaves, although they 

were beginning to suffer by the end of June.  Keep an 

eye on your main crop. 

                 

Broad beans have been magnificent this year (not 

mine! – Ed) but by the end of June the amount of rain 

had brought on the dreaded chocolate spot.  Brown 

areas appear on the leaves and quickly spread 

through the rest of the plant; if unchecked it will rot 

the plant.  It is spread by spores.  Remove infected 

leaves or whole plant if necessary to stop it 

spreading.  When the broad beans finish in July, they 

are immediately replaced by runner beans.  These 

were planted as seeds in pots, (one per 9 cms pot)  

and kept in a cold frame until needed  (mouse proof).  

They can be planted straight into the ground but I 

have a mouse problem in the garden.   This might 

seem late, but runner beans prefer cooler and more 

moist conditions and will give you a wonderful 

harvest until the frosts arrive. 

 

In July I sow the seed for Kohl Rabi.  (one seed per 

7cms pot)  and leave in the polytunnel to germinate; 

again they need protection from mice.  These plants 

will be planted out in August and ready to harvest 

from late September onwards.  Mooli seed is put 

straight in the ground during July and will quickly 

germinate in the warm soil  (keep watered if dry) . 

These strange vegetables grow vigorously and look 
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like a giant radish with a celery leaf headress.  They 

will literally push themselves up from the soil.  Used 

in Oriental and Indian cooking.  Ready for harvest by 

the end of September. 

 

The garlic is ready for harvesting in July.  Wait for 

the leaves to start dying back.  If you are not sure, d 

ig one up and if you are happy with the size, then dig 

them up.  Put the garlic somewhere to dry off for a 

few days and if you want to save it, remove the 

outside leaves and cut the stalk to about 8cms.  Keep 

in a frost proof place with good ventilation.  The 

garlic will last until next spring when it will start to 

grow.  We plant our garlic in October for the next 

season.  It can be planted out in late January or 

February if you prefer. 

 

Keep picking sweet peas otherwise they will go to 

seed.  If you would like to save the seed don`t pick 

the flowers but let the flowers drop leaving pea like 

pods in their place. Now leave them alone so that the 

seeds mature. The whole plant will die and look 

messy.  This is fine.  Pick the seeds in September.  

The pods should be crisp to the touch and the seeds 

inside dark brown, round and approximately 2mm 

across.  Once picked, place in a bag, label and date.  

Keep in a cool frost free, mouse proof environment.  

Sweet peas are sown for next season in October.  

One seed per 9cms pot and kept in a mouse proof 

environment.  Heating is not necessary.  Like most of 

the pea family, the seed remains viable for about 8 

years so you don`t have to use it straight away.  Like 

garlic, it can also be planted in pots in January. 

 

Although we are only halfway through the growing 

season, it is now that we have to think about next 

year and if you wish to save seed leave those plants 

to mature naturally, or in the case of the garlic let it 

dry and store carefully 

 

Happy gardening 

   

                                    Lorraine Colebrook 

 

 

Golf Society 
 

Sunday, 22
nd

 May 2011 

 

An extremely blustery day on the golf course lay in 

wait for ten eager contestants this day. There is no 

doubt that the conditions played a significant role in 

the outcome as it was the older and more wily who 

dominated the leader-board, although not 

exclusively. The day‟s proceedings received a dollop 

of unexpected added spice on arrival at the Newton 

course when the proprietor, Mark Westaway, 

graciously donated the green fees of the ten to the 

day‟s prize pot, a very generous and gratefully 

received gesture. 

 

Winner was David Harlow who compiled a splendid 

19 points, accompanied by a one shot cut. Joint 

second were Dan Hawke and Geoff Bulley, each 

with 17 points and in fourth spot was John Mann, 

14pts, whose one-handed putting overcame all the 

greens had to offer. 

 

Paradoxically, two of the day‟s lesser triumphs also 

went to those on the winner‟s podium, although of 

course the day‟s tail gunner was not among them. 

Scott Hasler has had many better days on the course 

and will again. Shortest drive was achieved by Dan 

Hawke with a tense effort off the first tee. The 

Donna-Y moment belonged to Dave Harlow who, 

having narrowly missed a two on the 7
th
, stretched 

over to tap in the remaining few inches … and 

missed. Oops! 

 

Monday, 30
th

 May 2011 

 

One of the largest ever entries took part in the Bank 

Holiday Texas Scramble event. No, it doesn‟t 

involve over-easy eggs or chrome encrusted 

motorbikes, but a format where each team player 

plays in turn and the position of the most 

advantageous ball is used for all to play their next 

shot from, until a ball ends up in the hole. Eight 

teams of three players took to the course and scoring 

was solid if not spectacular. 

 

Top team, by a significant margin, were the trio of 

Rhys Roberts, Max Sercombe and Mike Shelton with 

a net score of 29.65. Their round included a two 

when Max chipped in at the 3
rd

. In second place were 

Phil Beasley, Dave Walley and Marcus Davey on 

31.60. 

 

Most pleasing aspect of the day was the number of 

players who were either new to a society event or 

who rarely play. All were welcomed and the regular 

players look forward to seeing them take part in 

future events. 
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Sunday, 19
th

 June 2011 

 

Two teams of four players played a Stableford 

competition with three scores to count on each hole. 

It took only three holes for the winning team to 

compile sufficient points to take the honours, which 

was useful as their form could not be sustained for 

the whole nine. 27 points in three is quite remarkable 

and a further 36 on the remaining six took them well 

clear of their opponents with a total of 63. 

 

Andy French and John Mann had the benefit of being 

teamed with the top individual scorer, Dan Hawke 

(21), just one point clear of fellow victor Jim 

Chappelle. Both players were cut to 24 handicaps. 

The Donna-Y moment was enjoyed even before the 

contestants left The Exeter. Teams were decided by 

drawing numbered bottle tops from a mug and, of 

course, only numbers one to eight were used. 

However, having drawn his number, Dan Hawke 

asked a question he immediately regretted. “Is this is 

a six or a nine?” was the innocent query, greeted 

joyfully by laughter-distressed golfers. 

 

Don‟t forget, there are two Sunday events each 

month. All are welcome. Details at The Exeter. 

 

G.S. Potter 

 

 

Cheery Car Washers 
 
Some well-known suspects washing cars to raise money for Christian Aid Week in May in the Thorverton Arms 

car park. They happily washed a total of 11 cars raising £44, which was included in the total of money raised in the 

parishes of Brampford Speke and Thorverton.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo by Alison Toogood 
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Church Week Treasure Hunt 
 
I promised in the last edition of Focus to print the Church Week Treasure Hunt for the benefit of those 
who missed it and wanted to have a go over the summer.  Yer ‘tis.  Ed 
 
This treasure hunt is designed to be a tour of the village of Thorverton, solving clues en route.  It is not 
intended to be difficult to follow the route.  The difficult part is intended to be solving the clues. 
 

Start in the Bury outside the Thorverton Arms.   
On this page are pictures of 6 knockers which you will pass.  Simply put the name or number of the 
house underneath each.  They are not in the order that you will pass them: 
            

1.                                              2.            3. 

 

       
4.                  5.      6. 
 
The answers to the next set of questions can also be found along your route, but not in the order that 
the questions are here, so keep a look out for them on your journey: 
 

7. Where can you see the misspelling “Thorwerton”?  

8. Where should you beware of the lurcher?  

9. Does this house play a role in the opening of Parliament?  

 

Where were the following companies based:   

10. J Stenner (and Stenner and Gunn)  

11. Hawking and Best  

12. Garton and King  
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The answers to the remaining questions can be found in order as you proceed around the course.  You 
should be able to see each answer without needing to leave the path or road at all: 
 
[Questions 13-21]  Go up Bullen Street, taking the right fork into Lynch Road.  Detour around the car 
park where the Post Office is located before returning to Lynch Road and continuing to Lynch Close.  
Turn into Lynch Close and take the path out of it into Cleaves Close.  Proceed along Cleaves Close until 
the Raddon road.  Turn right to go past the Recreation Ground.  Proceed along the road until the end of 
the end of the Recreation Ground just before Higher Dunsaller; enter the Rec and cross diagonally to 
exit by the Football Club pavilion.  Continue to Broadlands, turning right and following round to the 
garages at the end of Broadlands.  Come back along the other side of Broadlands until its entrance onto 
the Upton Pyne road.  Turn right along this road and continue until the field entrance to Fair Oak on your 
right. 
 

13. Whose phone number is 01392 466666?  

14. Three postmasters were here for how many years?  

15. This sounds like a house where shooting takes place 
(name the house) 

 

16. In which surprising location is there “Georgian” 
architecture? 

 

17. Where can you find Pembroke?  

18. Who is inspiring women?  

19. What is suitable for use by children up to 11 years old?  

20. You might expect to find pots and pans in this lair (name 
the house) 

 

21 How many of the 25 garages have green doors?  

 
[Questions 22-27]  Take the footpath to the left running along the side of the field beside Hillcrest, 
turning left at the exit onto the road.  Continue to The Bury, turning right and then left up Jericho Street.  
Continue up Jericho Street to Rose Cottage before turning to come back down to the Jubilee Green at 
the bottom end of Jericho Street. 
  

22. When was the Dogs (Fouling of Land) Act?  

23. Where on the school site is smoking permitted?  

24. When is the next meeting of Thorverton Parish Council?  

25. Where is the Risdon Memorial?  

26. Which house name is also a hymn tune?  

27. Who planted the Jubilee Commemoration Tree?  

 
[Questions 28-32]  Turn left along Silver Street and continue until the ford.  Turn right to cross the ford 
(by the bridge I suggest) and continue along this road, following it as it turns sharp right along Milfords 
Lane.  Carry along Milfords Lane to the Bury.  Turn left and immediately right to go along Dinneford 
Street until the Sheep Dip (on the right just before the Thorverton sign).  Go into the Sheep Dip 
enclosure before retracing your steps to the end of the Bury (in front of the Thorverton Arms). 
 

28. Sounds like Robin Hood’s area (name the house)  

29. How many acorns are there at Acorn House?  

30. How is Lucy Davies remembered?  

31. For how many years was Herbert Shaw vicar of 
Thorverton? 

 

32. Reds law? (name the house)  

 
 
Well done, you have completed the course.  I hope that you enjoyed it. 
 
If you want to have your answers checked, please pass them to Neville Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 
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Thorverton Parish Information 
AIR AMBULANCE EMERGENCY - QUOTE NATIONAL GRID REFERENCE 

RECREATION GROUND - Sheet 192 SS 923019 MEMORIAL HALL FIELD - Sheet 192 SS 926019 

Bus services    See inside back cover 

Carers' Support Group Anne Higman, Wyndham House Surgery, Silverton. 860034. 
     Meetings - 3rd Wednesday of month, Wyndham House, 2.30-4.30 p.m. 

Church (C of E)   The Revd. Douglas Dettmer, The Rectory, Thorverton. 860332 

     The Revd. Sue Sheppard, Associate Minister, Autumn Haze, Rewe, 01392 841284 
     The Revd Hilary Dawson, Assistant Curate, The Vicarage, Stoke Canon, 01392 841928 
     Mrs Margaret Lowe, Administration Manager, 07594 714590 margaret.admin@netherexe.org 

 Church Wardens Peter Colebrook, Ockero, Thorverton. 861019.  
     Edwin Greed, Fortescue, Netherexe. 841231. 

 Consort   Mary Thomas, 1 The Glebe, Thorverton. 860730. 

 P.C.C. Treasurer  Jean Brown, Rydal Cottage, Bullen Street. 861176. 

 Friends of Thorverton Parish Church Trust Emmie Aird, Kirkfoard, The Berry, Thorverton. 

Church (Baptist)  The Revd. Maurice Harrison, 01884 258599. 
    Secretary Phyllis Langdon, 860932.  

Services, notice board or Focus. 

County Councillor  Cllr. Mr. M. Lee. 01363 772671. 

District Councillor  Cllr. Mr. R. M. Deed. 01392 861258. 

Doctors     Dr Jon Wride & Lynne Anderson / Drs Stead, O'Brien & Ziegler 

Electricity (Western Power) Report a loss of power: 0800 365 900 Bill Enquiries: 0800 365 000 
      Street lights 0870 556 1851  

Friends of Thorverton & Silverton Surgeries Christine Walker, 881501 

Gas Emergency   0800 111999 

Leonard Trust Chairman: R Hughes. Secretary: Mrs. E Hughes, 3 Dinham Mews, Exeter EX4 4EF 

Library (Exeter Mobile) Alternate Thursdays, 11.45am to 12.05pm (16.05 to 16.50 from January 2011) 
in the Quarry Car Park 

Newspaper Reporter (Express & Echo) Jane Ristic, 53 Silver Street, Thorverton. 860054 

Parish Council Chairman Cllr. Stuart Crang,  

Parish Clerk    Mrs Jane Lane, Stable House, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062. 

Parish Council Meetings 2nd Tuesday of month, at The Memorial Hall, 7.30 pm. 

Parish Allotments  Contact the Parish Clerk - 861062 

Parish Council Notice Board Situated in School Lane, opposite the Thorverton Arms. 

   IMPORTANT!- PLANNING APPLICATION NOTICES ARE DISPLAYED HERE 

Planning notification applications  at http://data.gov.uk/apps/planningalerts alert via email when a 

planning application is published in one’s street, neighbourhood or wider area. 

 Pension Service  PO Box 93, Plymouth PL6 5WJ. 0845 60 60 265 

Police    Central Switchboard 24 Hours: 0845 2777444.  

Post Office Portacabin (TCT Ltd) Quarry Car Park, Thorverton EX5 5NG 860455 
Mon. to Fri : 9 am.-1.00 pm., 2 pm.- 5.30 pm.  
Sat: 9 am.-12 noon Sun: 9 am - 10.30 am for newspaper sales only 
Business Manager: Jill Blewett, Faircop, Jericho St, Thorverton 
Chair and Company Secretary: Heather Kershaw, 25 The Glebe, 860419 

Public Telephone Kiosk Opposite the Church, outside the Bell Inn, Dinneford St. 

School (C of E Primary)  Head Teacher: Mrs Tania Beard 860374. 

School Governors  Chair: Clive Hamblin 861305 Clerk: Julie Cornwall 860127 

School P.T.F.A.   Chair: Lisa Browning, 860609  Secretary: Hannah James, 861075 
Treasurer: Damon Gill, 860176  

South West Water  24 Hour Emergency: 0800 169 1144. Helpline: 0800 169 1133. 

Thorverton Millennium Chair: Dame Margaret Turner-Warwick, Pynes House,  

  Green Trust Silver Street 861173 Secretary: Shirley Hoole. 

Tiverton Volunteer Centre 28, Gold Street, Tiverton EX16 6PY. Judy Seymour, 01884 255734. 

http://data.gov.uk/apps/planningalerts
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Thorverton Organisations 
 

Amateur Dramatic Society Chair: Sylvia Wakeman 
  Vice Chairs: Bob and Cathy Williams 
  Treasurer: John White 

Secretary: Jane Peyton-Jones (contact TADS on 01392 61390 or 860049) 
  Meetings - Last Wednesday of each month at the W.I. Hut. 

Art Group  Barrie Phillips, Crossmead, School Lane, Thorverton. 860529  
  Meet Fridays during term-time at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 am-12.00. 

Arts Exchange Louise Page, Campion Cottage, Jerico St, 860509. 
  Monthly meetings in members' homes at 8.0 pm. (see Diary) 

Association Football Club Chairman: Andy Harris, 01392 851664 
  Secretary: David Gregory, 2 The Orchard, Brampford Speke, 841803. 

Bridge Circle Graeme Culshaw, 3 The Glebe, Thorverton 860203.  
  Meets 1st/3rd/5th Thursdays at the W.I. Hut from 7.00 p.m.. 
Meet Fridays during term-time at the W.I. Hut, 5.30-7.00 pm. 

Cricket Club Chair: Charles Kislingbury, Arley House, 19 Church St, Silverton. 860270 
    Secretary: M C Denford, 14 Moorlands, Tiverton EX16 6UF 01884 255076 
  Fixture Sec: J Meredith, 190 Mincinglake Rd, Exeter EX4 7DS 01392 272504 

Focus Magazine Chair: Michael Ayre, Ratcliffe Farm, Thorverton. 
  Editor: Neville Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062. 
  Secretary: Jane Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062. 
  Treasurer: Bob Swaffield, Schiehallion, School Lane, Thorverton 01392 860309 

Friends of Silverton & Thorverton Surgeries 

  Coffee Mornings in the Lamb Inn, Silverton 
  Held at 10-12 md on the LAST THURSDAY of every month except December.  

Golf Society Players of Thorverton Care of Exeter Inn, 01392 860206 

History Society Chair: Bill Stamper, Dunelm, Raddon, Thorverton. 860214 
  Programme Secretary: Beryl Coe, 5 The Glebe, Thorverton 860876. 

Ladies Group Meet 2nd Thursday of month, (Venue and time - see Focus Notices). 

Memorial Hall Committee Chair/Key holder/Bookings:Mr Mike Shelton. Fir Tree House,  
     Bullen Street. 861027. 

Memorial Hall Market 2nd Saturday of the month, at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 - 11.00 am. 

Thorverton Pre-School Contact: Sarah Mitchell (chair): 860450. 
  Mon 9.15am-11.45am, & 12.45pm-3.15pm & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm, 
  Tues/Weds 9.15am-11.45am & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm,  
  Thurs 9.15-11.45am; 12.45pm- 3.15pm & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm. during term-time, at Memorial Hall. 
Thorverton Ambling, Rambling and Tramping Society (TARTS) 
  Contacts : Caroline Prince 07749 775304 or Graeme Culshaw 860203 
  See notices of walks in Old Post Office Window Bullen Street. 

 Thorverton Brownies Hannah James 07716 013284, Lisa Browning 860609 
  

Toddler Group Contact : Hannah Calder 860808 
  Wednesdays, during term-time, at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 a.m.-11.30.  

Rainbows  Contact Jean Pearn 860105, Penny Fice 861136,  
  Term-time, Tuesdays 4-5 pm at the W.I. Hut. 

Royal British Legion Chairman / Hon. sec: Bill Stamper, Dunelm, Raddon, Thorverton. 860214 
  Hon. Treasurer: Emmie Aird. 

Women's Institute Secretary: Susan Maguire 01392 860631 
  Bookings: Susan Maguire 01392 860631. 
  W.I. Meeting. 1st Tuesday of the month at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
  Whist, 3rd Tuesday of the month, at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 

W.I. Market & Coffee  4th Saturday of the month at the W.I. Hut. 10.00 am. to 11.00 am. 
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Doctors' Surgeries 
 

THE EXE VALLEY PRACTICE 
 

Dr JON WRIDE and Dr LYNNE ANDERSON 
 

 The Surgery, The Berry,   The Surgery, 3 Coach Road,  

 THORVERTON EX5 5NT  SILVERTON EX5 4JL 
 Tel: 01392 860273 (24 hours)  Tel: 01392 860176 (in surgery hours) 
 Fax: 01392 860654  Fax: 01392 861598 

www.exevalleypractice.co.uk 

Surgery Hours 
 

Mon. 3.00 - 5.15   Mon. 9.00 - 11.45  
Tue. 2.45 - 5.15     Tue. 9.00 - 11.45  
Wed. 9.00 - 11.00  Wed. 3:30 - 5:45  
Thu. 3.00 - 5.45 Thu. 9.00 - 11.30  
Fri. 3.00 - 5.45   Fri. 9.00 - 11.30 
 

There are no surgeries on Saturday and Sunday, but a doctor will be on call for emergencies only  

on 01392 860273. 

The Dispensaries are OPEN at the following times 

 
Mon. 8.30 - 1.00 & 2.00 - 6.00    Mon.  8.45 - 12.30 
Tue. 8.30 - 1.00 & 2.00 - 6.00    Tue.  8.45 - 12.30 
Wed. 8.30 - 1.00 & 2.00 - 5.00   Wed.  3.00 - 6.00 
Thu. 8.30 - 1.00 & 2.00 - 6.00  Thu.  8.45 - 1.00 
Fri. 8.30 - 1.00 & 2.00 - 6.00  Fri.   8.45 - 12.30 
 

REPEAT PRESCRIPTIONS (Monday - Friday) Please note that 48 hours notice is required for ALL 
repeat prescriptions. Repeat Prescription line: 01392 861622 
 

 

WYNDHAM HOUSE SURGERY, Fore Street, SILVERTON, EX5 4HZ 
Telephone 01392 860034 www.wyndhamhousesurgery.co.uk 

Please note The doctors are happy to speak to you on the phone instead of an appointment. Please request this from reception 

when you telephone. 

 

Day/ 

Doctor 
Dr Anthony 

O’Brien 

Dr Emma 

Ziegler 
 

Dr Nick Keysell 
 

Dr Becky 

Payne 

Mon 
09.00 – 10.30 

15.00 - 17.30 
 

09.00 – 10.30 

14.30 – 16.00 
 

xxxxxxxx- 

 
 

09.00 – 10.30 

15.00 – 17.00 

Tues 
09.00 – 11.00 

 
 

xxxxxxxx- 
09.00 - 11.00 

15.30 - 17.30 
 

 

09.00 – 11.00 

14.30 – 16.30 

 Wed 
09.00 – 11.00 

14.30 – 16.00 
 

09.00 - 11.00 

15.00 – 17.00 
xxxxxxxx 

 

xxxxxxxx 

Thurs xxxxxxxxx 
09.00 - 11.00 

 
 

09.00 - 11.00 

15.30 - 17.30 
 

09.00- 10.00 

14.30 – 16.30 

Fri 

09.00 – 11.00 

 

 
 

xxxxxxxx 
 

xxxxxxxx 
 

09.00 – 11.00 

*15.00 - 16.00 

(Urgent cases only)* 
 

 
Please note that the Doctors are very happy to speak to you on the phone instead of an appointment, just ask reception to 

organise this for you. You can also communicate with them via email if you want to wyndhamhouse.surgery@nhs.net 

Dispensary opening hours 9 – 12 noon and 2.30 – 6pm (5pm on Fridays) 

Please do not come to collect repeat medication between 12 noon and 2.30 unless by prior arrangement with reception thank 

you 



Focus on Thorverton  Vol. 42 No.7–July/August 2011 

 

34 

Waste Collection Dates for 2011 
 

a) Recycling and brown bins   b) General refuse 

 

Generally on Mondays unless stated 

 

July 4 and 18      July 11 and 25 

August 1, 15 and 30 (Tues)     August 8 and 22 

September 12 and 26      September 5 and 19 

October 10 and 24      October 3, 17 and 31 

November 7 and 21      November 14 and 28 

December 5 and 19      December 12 and 28 (Wed) 

 

 

Mobile Library  
Thursdays, fortnightly, from 16.05 - 16.50 in the Quarry Car Park by Thorverton Post Office. 

Jul 7 & 21 

Aug 4 & 18    

Sep 1, 15 & 29    

Oct 13 & 27    

Nov 10 & 24    

Dec 8 & 22 

 

 

 

Bus services 
Turner's Tours / Carmel Coaches (bus 678) Mon-Fri. 10.09 from The Berry and the Baptist Chapel.  

Return 13.35 from Exeter bus station, Stand 5. 

 

Stagecoach (service 55B) Mon-Sat (except Bank Holidays)  

To Tiverton: 07.55, 10.10, 12.10, 14.10, 16.12, 17.24 (except Saturdays), 18.12 from The Berry and Broadlands.  

Return from Tiverton bus station: 07.35 (07.40 on Saturdays), 08.45, 10.45, 12.45, 14.45, 15.55 (except 

Saturdays), 16.45, 17.45. 

 

To Exeter: 08.00 (08.05 on Saturdays), 09.00, 11.10, 13.10, 15.10, 16.20 (except Saturdays), 17.10, 18.10 from 

The Berry and Broadlands.  

Return from Exeter bus station: 07.30, 09.45, 11.45, 13.45, 15.45, 17.00 (except Saturdays), 17.45  

 

Stagecoach 55 service runs every half-hour in each direction along the Exeter-Tiverton road, stopping at the 

Thorverton turn (the Ruffwell). Please consult Stagecoach 55 Group timetable for details of this service. 

 

Stagecoach free service to Somerfield's, Broadclyst, from Broadlands on Tuesdays 14.00. 

 

Stagecoach offers a variety of concessions for regular commuters, shoppers, children, students and jobseekers as 

well as one-day unlimited-use Explorer tickets. Further details from Stagecoach: 01392 427711 or 01803 664500 

or www.stagecoachbus.com or www.devon.gov.uk/devonbus. 

 

Devonbus Timetable Information: call Traveline 0871 200 2233 Timetables available at the Post Office 
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Diary 2011 
Please notify FOCUS Editor of additions or changes. 

(Email: focusonthorverton@yahoo.co.uk or phone Neville Lane on 861062) 

 

 

JULY 

Sun 3
rd

  Exeter Male Choir/Mellow D Concert at Arrow Aviation, 3pm 

Mon 4
th
    Allotment Holders Quarterly Meeting Exeter Inn 7.30pm 

Sat 9
th 

  Saturday Market at the Memorial Hall 9.30-11 am 

    Pre-school American Diner at the Memorial Hall from 5pm 

  Moth event, Millennium Green, 9.30pm 

Sun 10
th
    Folk Singing at The Thorverton Arms at Lunchtime 

    Choral Evensong, Thorverton Parish Church, 6.30 pm 

Wed 13
th
  Meeting to discuss Jubilee Celebrations at WI Hut at 7.30pm 

Thurs 21
st
 Arts Exchange, Work, at Pynes House, 8 pm 

Sat 23
rd

  WI Market and Coffee morning at WI Hut 10-11am 

  Butterfly count at Millennium Green, 2pm (and also on 27
th
, 28

th
 and 29

th
 – see Nature Notes) 

Tues 26
th
 Thorverton Country Show AGM at the Memorial Hall 8pm 

 

AUGUST 

Sat 6
th
  WI Trip to Sherborne, meet at The Bury at 9am 

Sat 13
th
  Saturday Market at the Memorial Hall 9.30-11am 

Sun 14
th
 Folk Singing at the Thorverton Arms at Lunchtime 

Sun 21
st
  Western Counties Heavy Horse Society, “From Plough to Loaf”, Netherexe Barton, 11am 

Sat 27
th
  WI Market and Coffee morning at WI Hut 10-11am 

 

SEPTEMBER 

Sat 10
th
  Saturday Market at the Memorial Hall 9.30-11am 

Sat 17
th
  Ceilidh at the Memorial Hall 7-11pm 

Fri 23
rd

  Thorverton and District History Society meeting at the WI Hut, 7.30pm 

Sat 24
th
  WI Market and Coffee morning at WI Hut 10-11am 

 

OCTOBER 

Fri 28
th
  Thorverton and District History Society, Georgian Exeter, at the WI Hut, 7.30pm 

 

NOVEMBER 

Fri 25
th
 Thorverton and District History Society, Roman Cullompton – Recent Discoveries, at the WI Hut, 

7.30pm 


