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 To produce a non-political monthly magazine serving the people of the parish of Thorverton, providing 

them with information on activities in the parish; 

 For the magazine to be one that villagers are proud of; 

 To provide a window for those outside Thorverton to see what the village has to offer; 

 To promote local businesses through advertising; and 

 To run at a small annual profit, but with surplus funds put to support village organisations for the benefit of 

Thorverton residents. 

 

Items for publication, adverts, changes to adverts, Diary entries, changes to Thorverton Information lists should be 
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pictures.  
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One-eighth page 8.5 cm x 5.8 cm  £1.50   £15.00 

 

LOCAL ORGANISATION and CHARITIES ADVERTISEMENTS 

  COST per ENTRY 
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Front Cover; Maddy Anstee as Crown Jewels. Photo by Natasha Carbines 

 

 

The opinions and views expressed by contributors within the magazine are not necessarily those of Focus 

producers or of the Focus Committee. 
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Editorial 
Don’t expect this every month, but I hope that you 

will have noticed that we have included a colour 

supplement in this month’s Focus.  We felt that 

Thorverton had made such a good job of celebrating 

the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee that it would be a 

shame not to capture that in colour.  We were 

particularly proud that things went so well because 

Focus made a contribution from our funds to help the 

celebrations.   

 

The supplement represents several hours of work by 

John Spivey, who deserves a special mention both for 

this and for the other photographic work that he has 

done for us.  We are fortunate indeed to have such 

people prepared to give their time in this way.  The 

Focus production and distribution team is captured in 

a photo by John on Page 22. 

 

I am pleased to say that this was the second piece of 

significant funding from Focus recently, having 

provided money towards the Cricket Club’s wicket 

covers (see Cricket Club report) – and judging from 

the weather throughout most of June, these covers are 

likely to see plenty of use!  The atmosphere at the 

Cricket Club was terrific and I recommend anyone to 

pop along and see one or more games this summer.  I 

might recommend the match on Monday 16
th
 July, 

when Devon will be playing Australia in an Over 60s 

match. 

 

I felt sorry for those who put in so much effort to lay 

on another Country Show in June:  the Saturday was 

a pretty good day, but Sunday – when I chose to visit 

– was decidedly wet.  That was no reward for all of 

the hard work that goes into organising this sort of 

event.  I would like to draw your attention to a notice 

on Page 7 advertising a meeting on 4
th
 July to 

consider the future of the Show.  Everyone is 

welcome.  If you want a Show for Thorverton, now is 

the time to show it! 

  

I often go on about just how much there is going on 

in the village.  Looking beyond the summer, there 

will be an opportunity for villagers to find out a bit 

more about some of those opportunities by attending 

an evening that we are organising for Friday 7
th
 

September at the Memorial Hall.  The idea is that 

village organisations will have a stand at which they 

can demonstrate their activities.  I am giving 

organisations more details about what we have in 

mind.  I do hope that lots of you will make a note of 

this date in your diaries and will be able to come 

along to get a taster of what is on offer, and perhaps 

to tempt you to join one or more of the organisations 

more regularly. 

 

Have a lovely summer.  Please don’t send in any 

articles in July because we don’t go to print now until 

the September edition now.  A chance for the 

editorial, production and distribution team to have a 

holiday too. 
 

Neville Lane, Editor 
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Letters 
June’s Diamond Jubilee celebrations inspired plenty 

of you to write in – Ed. 

 

From  Beryl & Jeff Grace (and hundreds upon 

hundreds of other party-going residents, we're 

sure) 

 May we take this opportunity through Focus to offer 

our congratulations and thanks to all of the Diamond 

Jubilee Celebrations Committee for all their hard 

work in giving Thorverton such a brilliant weekend!  

The "Frosties" Sunday Dinner and entertainment was 

absolutely first class, and Monday's events ran like 

clockwork.  We are sure that the Queen could have 

been no more proud had she spent her Jubilee in 

Thorverton rather than in London. 

 

Thanks again - and well done to all of you! 

 

 

From Dorothy Folland 

 

Thorverton turned up trumps once again - we 

celebrated the Queen's Diamond Jubilee in a right 

royal fashion. My utmost thanks go to all those who 

worked so hard to make this happen. I was treated 

like royalty at all the wonderful events. Thank you all 

for everything. 

 

I would also like to thank Sylvia Gregory and Anne 

Stamper for running the Chatter Cafe at the WI Hut. 

We who live on our own are pleased to chat together 

on Monday afternoons, and we have a lovely cup of 

tea and cake. You two are stars. 

 

 

From Annette Mawsom of Jericho Street 

 

After the Coronation ceremony of Queen Elizabeth 

II, footage of this great event was sent to all of the 

serving forces overseas.  My then future husband 

invited me to watch this.  Little did I think then that 

all these years later I would be privileged to take part 

in Her Majesty’s Diamond Jubilee in a small Devon 

village.  There is no subsidy to mark such an 

occasion.   

 

My Queen, our Queen.  No matter how little or how 

much she has touched our lives, one can’t help but 

admire her as a person and as a Queen.  Seeing the 

new generation and the commitments undertaken by 

then, one has great hopes that the future successor 

brings the same fundamental qualities to the throne of 

England as the Queen has done all this long while.   

 

I should add that the senior citizens’ lunch was 

beautifully presented.  The street party, too, was great 

fun.  Thanks to all who made this possible. 

 

From Don Hodgetts of Wee Cott 

 

I would like to take this opportunity to say a big 

thank you to all those involved in the planning, 

organisation and sheer physical hard work involved 

in the two days for Thorverton to celebrate in style 

Her Majesty's Diamond Jubilee. From the excellent 

Sunday lunch, the wonderful street party, to the 

evening at the Memorial Hall and a great firework 

display. 

 

You all did an excellent and splendid job. 

Congratulations to all of you. 

 

 

From John Brunyee of Gaydon Cottage, Raddon 

 

May I please offer a few words of thanks to Sally 

Hayes and Lou Helley and to all of their hard 

working helpers, for putting on a really first class 

Over 70s Lunch on 3rd June? 

 

The whole event was really up to high class 

professional standards in every respect. First the 

food, you simply could not fault it. An excellent 

starter, swiftly followed by a roast dinner well up to 

high class restaurant standard with "all the 

trimmings", followed by a delicious sweet and 

coffee. All this preceded by a glass of sherry. 

 

Not only was the food first class, the service was 

excellent. We were served quickly by a cheerful, 

smiling crowd of helpers who were only too eager to 

please. 

 

If Her Majesty the Queen had a better lunch, then I 

should be very surprised, and the result was that I 

have never seen so many happy people in 

Thorverton. 

 

Thank you all helpers and organisers for all your hard 

work and efforts.  You certainly made one old man 

very happy! 

 

 

From Lou Helley and all the Jubilee Committee 

 
A Big Thank You to anyone who helped out in 

whatever way it all started off with the Big Lunch 

which went brilliantly and the big screen T.V meant 

that the Queens Celebration were followed as well, 

The Guides really did a good job helping us out.  

Then with Bullen Street decorated & stage set it was 

time for the Fancy Dress Jeff & Beryl had a really 
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difficult time judging this then it was off down the 

hill for the Tea Party the Jubilee Mugs were 

presented then next came the wonderful 

entertainment special thanks to Chris! Then back to 

Hall for more entertainment food and the Draw. It 

was thanks to sponsors & lots of hard work that our 

little committee carried all this out with no charge to 

the Villagers who supported us, however all the 

donations were marvellous on both days. 

 

All in all well done to Thorverton we not only did 

our Village proud also our Queen as well! 

 

 

 

From Penny Chudley of Cleves Close 

 

As you will be aware, mum passed away on 1
st
 June 

2012.  She had been unwell for some time.  She had 

told us that she didn’t want to go to hospital, but that 

she wanted to stay at home.  With the wonderful 

support given to her and us, we were able to fulfil her 

wish and she died peacefully with her family around 

her at home. 

 

We would like to thank Dr Anderson and her team at 

Exe Valley Practice. Without the fantastic support 

and care shown to mum and us it would not have 

been possible to have kept mum at home. 

 

She loved Thorverton and made many friends here, 

some of whom visited mum and sat with her and 

helped by getting things that we needed for mum.  

Thank you for being there during those months and 

being there after mum’s death;  it helped us cope 

more easily during a difficult time. 

 

Her funeral was a celebration of her life.  The 

number of people that attended was wonderful, it was 

so lovely to share memories of her with so many of 

you.  It was a wonderful tribute to a very special 

lady.  Thank you to all who attended and the kind 

words from those who couldn’t attend and for all the 

cards received.  It reminds me of why Thorverton is 

such a special place. 

 

Thank you from all her family. 

 

 

Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Service at Exeter 

Cathedral  
 

Well, it was a sunny Sunday afternoon in May when 

a very proud Jack and I set off for Exeter Cathedral at 

the invitation of MH Lord-Lieutenant of Devon, Eric 

Dancer.  Dad was so proud to be representing his 

beloved Thorverton and I must pass on my thanks to 

the people that selected him for the occasion; this 

recognition means so much to him. 

 

The service was beautiful, listening to Elgar’s ‘Pomp 

and Circumstance’ definitely prepared us for what 

was about to follow. The six decades that the Queen 

has reigned were acknowledged through music, 

readings, prayer and song; and this in itself was no 

mean feat.  

 

Dad and I particularly appreciated the opportunity to 

admire the wonderful artwork from local schools and 

listening to the amazing Devon Youth Choir perform.  

After the Cathedral service we went for tea at the 

Bishop’s Palace Garden, another stunning location.  

All in all a most memorable afternoon! 

 

Once again, our heartfelt thanks for the opportunity. 

 

Jack Andrews and Glynis  Harris 
 

 

 

From Mary Thomas 
 

To all the Church Week kitchen helpers. 

 
We started Church Week with 10 navy and white 

aprons and only 6 have been returned to the kitchen. 

Please will everyone who helped have a look around 

to see if they have mistakenly kept one at home. If 

you do find one please return it to me at 1, The Glebe 

or telephone me - 01392 860730, and I will come and 

collect it. 

 

I would like to add my heartfelt thanks to Anji's 

Focus article last month. We had a splendid result 

and a lot of people worked very hard and cheerfully. 
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Thorverton Parish Council  
Report of the June Meeting of  

the Parish Council 
 

   
 

 

Election of Officers 
Cllr Michael Ayre was elected Vice-Chairman for the coming year, but made clear he had no wish to be considered 

for the position of Chairman next May.  The make-up of the Council’s Housing and Recreation committees was 

also decided. Council representatives on the committees of a number of village or local organisations, including the 

Raddon Hills Group of Parish Councils and the newly-formed school Ethos Committee was also determined. 

 

Housing Matters 

There had been no further developments under this heading since the last meeting.  After a wide-ranging discussion 

concerning how best the housing needs of the village could be met, it was agreed that the Council’s Housing 

Committee, consisting of Cllr Crang, Cllr Spivey, Cllr Mitchell, Cllr Wills and Dame Margaret Turner-Warwick, 

should meet (in public) with the Parish Plan Housing Committee on 3
rd

 July at 7.30pm at the Memorial Hall. 

 

Planning Matters 

Planning decisions received to date of meeting:- 

(i) Ref 12/00254/FULL. Yeytallic, 3 Jericho Street. Erection of extension to rear. Approved. 

(ii) Ref 12/00428/FULL. Ford Meadow. Installation of three dormer windows. Approved. 

(iii) Ref 12/00512/FULL. BELL house, the Bury. Variation of condition (2) of planning permission 

11/00618/FULL to allow the substitution of revised drawings. Approved. 

Planning applications considered to date of meeting:- 

 

(i) Ref 12/00672/FULL. Erection of an extension after demolition of existing extension and conservatory. 

Kibby Yew, School Lane. 

MDDC are currently reviewing the Statement of Community Involvement (website 

link:www.middevon.gov.uk/sci) and Council agreed to request that, if possible, adequate time be given for 

consultation on planning matters in general, given that most Parish Councils met only once a month, or even less 

frequently. 

 

Highways Matters 

The Council agreed that the parish lengthsman, who had spent three days working in the village, should be 

complimented for his excellent work clearing weeds and clearing out the leats in Dinneford Street, Jericho Street 

and Silver Street. 

 

Parish Maintenance Contract 

The Council agreed that the maintenance contract, covering the weeding/strimming of a number of areas in the 

village, should again be put out to tender.  A notice about this appears elsewhere in Focus; anyone wishing to 

submit a tender should contact the Clerk. 

 

Next meeting 

Tuesday, 10
th
 July 2012 at 7.30pm at the Memorial Hall. 

 

Minutes of meetings are displayed on the Parish Notice Board in School Lane when they have been agreed by 

Councillors. 

 

Jane Lane, Parish Clerk 

 

Telephone: 01392 861062, email:Thorvertonclerk@aol.com 
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Notice Board  

 
Thorverton Church Consort Practice 
 
Thursday July 12

th
 from 7.45 to 9.00 pm in church 

 

For more information please contact Mary Thomas, 

01392 860730 

 

 

Thorverton Arts Exchange 
 

At Arts Exchange meetings we share our enthusiasms 

for writing, music, painting, film, craft etc. with one 

another. 

 

Usually there is a theme to our choices, but 

occasionally an individual member will take 

responsibility for a whole evening. 

 

The meetings take place in members' homes on 

Thursdays at 8.00 pm. The next meetings are: 

      

July 26  Footprints  25 The Glebe 

Sept 27  Randomness   Campion Cottage  

 

New members are always welcome. For further 

information contact Louise Page or Rob Purvis, 

Campion Cottage 860509. 

 

 TAG  
Thorverton Art Group 

 

FRIDAYS FROM 9:30 

THORVERTON MEMORIAL HALL 

 

NEW MEMBERS WELCOME 

 

Sylv and Anne’s 
 

Chatter Café 
 

at the WI Hut from 2-30 to 4-30 

 

Every Monday excluding Bank Holidays 

 
  

 
 

Thorverton Parish Council 

Parish Maintenance Contract 

 

Tenders invited 

 
The Parish Council wishes to put the following out to 

tender:- 

1. The cutting back of vegetation at Barliabins 

footpath on a twice-yearly basis. 

2. The cutting back of vegetation at the Quarry 

Car Park, including the banked area on a 

rotational basis. 

3. The trimming back of vegetation at the 

brook. 

4. The spraying of cobbled areas in the village 

with a suitable weed killer. 

 

Anyone interested in taking on this work should 

contact the Parish Clerk for further details and 

specifications by telephone on 861062 or by email at 

thorvertonclerk@aol.com  as soon as possible and 

before 10
th

 July 2012. 

 

Thorverton’s Got Talent! 
 

 A fun ‘talent /open mike’ evening for all ages & 

open to everyone on  

 

Saturday July 7
th

  
at Thorverton Memorial Hall.   

 

If you can dance, sing, tell jokes, mime, play an 

instrument, juggle, act or more we want to see you! 

Check out the posters for  more details 

 

What has Thorverton got to offer? 

 

Come along to The Memorial Hall and find out on 

 

Friday 7
th

 September 
From 7pm 

 

A Showcase Evening for Village 

Organisations 
 

Every village organisation will have table, wall and 

floor space in the Memorial Hall to exhibit their 

organisation.  Many villagers are probably quite 

unaware of some of the organisations which exist.  

The hope is that people will be inspired to join one or 

more organisations so that we become all the more 

vibrant as a community.  

 

mailto:thorvertonclerk@aol.com
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Clarinet Group 

 
 

Meets every Thursday morning – new members 

welcome Contact Peter Mason 860727 
 

Allotment Holders’ Quarterly Meeting: 

Tuesday 3rd July 2012 at 7.30 pm in the Exeter 
Inn 

Monday 3rd September 2012 at 7.30 pm in the 
Exeter Inn 

 Allotment Holders’ Summer Barbecue 

 Saturday 7th July 2012 at 4.00 pm at the 
Allotment site.  

Saturday 8th September 2012 at 4.00 pm at the 
Allotment site.  

 

                                              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Thorverton Branch 2012 

 

A Branch meeting will be held on  

 

Wednesday 4
th

 July at 7 pm                                                       

 

at the Exeter  Inn. 

All members are cordially welcome to 

discuss future events. 

 
Peter Furneaux 

Secretary 

 

  

 

A Family Harvest Supper 
 

will be held on 

 

Friday, 19th October, 2012 

  

at 6.30pm  

 

in the Memorial Hall 

 

Details will follow nearer the time. 

 

Everyone is welcome. 
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S.O.S 

Save Our Show! 

 
The committee members of... 

The Thorverton Country Show 

 

Invite you to an open meeting to discuss the future and viability of the show 

 

Wednesday 4th July 2012 

The Exeter Inn  

8pm  

 

We urge anyone interested in the future of the show to attend this open 

meeting. We would value your input. www.thorvertoncountryshow.co.uk 

 

Enquires@thorvertoncountryshow.co.uk 
 

Family Dog Show & Car Boot Sale 
 

Sunday 16
th

 Sept 
  

Chamberlains Farm, Brampford Speke 
 

 Car Boot Sale from 1pm 

 Dog Show entries taken from 1pm 
 DOG SHOW COMMENCES 2PM 

  

 FUN  CLASSES   FOR  ALL  DOGS  £1  per  class 
  

Plus Prize Draw: Refreshments : Cake Stall 
 

No venue for your party or conference?  Want competitive prices with additional usages 

included?  Assurance that all electrics meet the required standards?  Disabled access?  

Disabled toilet? 

 

At 43ft deep and 20ft wide the WI Hut answers your need. Booking tel. no. 01392 

860631 
Charity No. 229868 

  

http://www.thorvertoncountryshow.co.uk/
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Silverton & Exe Valley Seniors 
JULY & AUGUST 2012 Newsletter 

 

 
 

The Club welcomes membership (Annual cost £5) from anyone over 50 living in Silverton and 

the Exe Valley villages.  There are social activities each month including Coffee 

Mornings/Afternoon Tea, Whist, Outings and Club Holidays.  

  

MONDAY 2
ND

 JULY - THE GARDEN HOUSE BUCKLAND MONACHORUM 

This is a half day excursion to an 8 acre magical place at any time of the year on the edge of 

Dartmoor and once described as “perhaps the most breathtaking of all gardens” with its various 

gardens, meadows and terraces, tea shop and plant sales.  Our coach leaves Silverton at 1130 and 

will be picking up en-route at Exe Valley points (Ruffwell 1135: Rewe 1138: Stoke Canon 

1140). Inclusive cost £15 

 

TUESDAY 24
th

 JULY - WAREHAM RIVER CRUISE 

We leave Silverton at 0830 for Poole Quay and after time for lunch we board a beautiful 1938-

built wooden yacht for a stunning afternoon cruise up the river to Wareham where after an hour 

ashore we return to Poole Quay before rejoining the coach for our journey back to the Exe 

Valley.  Inclusive Cost £25 

 

FRIDAY 17
th

 AUGUST – DYRHAM PARK & WELLS 

Departing Silverton at 0830 for our journey to this outstanding National Trust property in 

Gloucestershire (Tudor/Baroque Mansion, Deer Park & formal gardens) surrounded by 274 acres 

of garden and rolling parkland with sweeping views towards Bristol.  On our return journey we 

will stop briefly at the lovely Cathedral City of Wells.  Inclusive cost £20 (National Trust 

members £15) 

 

WHIST:    Takes place on alternate Monday afternoons at St Mary’s Church Hall Silverton 

between 2 and 4 PM (JUL 09 & 23: AUG 06 & 20).  £2 entrance fee includes tea & biscuits 

(sometimes cakes!) and raffle.  Do come along and join us.  It’s fun (if you can’t play we will 

teach you) and helps keep the brain active!   

 

AFTERNOON TEA:   Please come to one of our monthly summer Afternoon Teas with 

delicious home-made cakes at St Mary’s Church Hall Silverton between 2:30 and 4:00 PM on 

Tuesdays 17
th

 JUL & 14
th

 AUG – you won’t be disappointed!  Entrance fee is just £1.50 

(includes tea & cake) plus raffle. Great value! 

 2012 CLUB HOLIDAYS 

BOURNEMOUTH, NEW FOREST & ISLE OF WIGHT (8
th

-12
th

 October).   

There are a few places left for our next holiday staying at a 3* Oceana Group hotel on the East 

Cliff a few minutes from blue flag beaches and gardens with a short bus/taxi journey to the town 

centre.  Excursions to the New Forest, the IOW and your choice of either Exbury Gardens & 

Steam railway or Beaulieu Motor Museum, House & Gardens. Inclusive Cost £275 (£295 Single 

Room) 

 

Please contact the Secretary for membership or details of Club events: Martin Clough 38 

Hederman Close Silverton EX5 4HW 01392 860971 or visit sevs.info 
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Silverton Street Market 

 
Thorvertonians are very welcome to come to your sister village across the Exe and visit the Silverton Street Market 

on Saturday on  

 

Saturday, 4th. August. 

 

The theme this year is the Silly Olympics and when we say silly, we mean really silly.  Fancy a go at Extreme 

Ironing - the ultimate sport?  There's many more where that came from!  Masses of stalls where you can buy 

everything from the latest or support some good charity or cause.  The drama group is doing a street play - 

something is going wrong at the Olympics.  The audience will be involved - trust us. 

 

There's lots else going on.  The village's three pubs will all be selling a special brew of beer, courtesy of the local 

brewery, Exeter Valley Brewery.  All are promising special entertainment.  The Street Committee have booked last 

year's show stopper, Street Heat.  There's also a breakdance group, Just 4 Funk, who were a big hit at last year's 

Exeter Respect Festival.  Also in the line up are Punch and Judy, Morrismen and a Zumba demonstration.  Much 

more is planned.  There's still a few stall places left: phone Miles or Chris on 860415.  Lots of things to eat.  

Masses for kids to do, to say nothing of mums and dads!  All money raised goes to support village groups and 

societies. 

 

P.S.  Have you ever done ironing in any unusual places or attire?  You could be a winner of the  

Extreme Ironing Competition (the Committee is petitioning the Olympics to make it an official sport at the next 

games).  Send a photograph to Sarah Wigginton at silverton.streetmarket@gmail.com or by MMS to 07941-409916 

to enter!  

mailto:silverton.streetmarket@gmail.com
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Thorverton Family Camping weekend 2012 

 

 
This year’s fun and frolics will begin on Fri 13

th
 July through to Sun 16

th
. 

Usual spot of Mount Folly Farm, Bigbury on Sea (www.bigburyholidays.co.uk) 

 

Bring your camping gear, beach gear, food for the barbie, plenty of drink and a sense of fun and madness! 

Join us for the whole weekend, a night or just the day! 

 

Booking not necessary, just rock up, for more info call Lisa 860609 

 

All Welcome! 
 

 Silverton & Thorverton Link up 
 

Voluntary Service Group to both Surgeries in both Villages. 
 

I give below a revised list of LINK-UP drivers for the residents of Silverton and Thorverton:- 
 

John Kiely 861545 Shaun Fitzpatrick 860972 

Eric Newton 860082 Margaret Clough 860971 

Trish Barron 860401 Ann Sobczak 881121 

Doreen Beer 860731 Stephen Roach 861042 

Mary Smith 861916 
 

The LINK-UP service is designed to take the elderly or disabled into the surgery or to hospitals either in Exeter or 

Tiverton. If you have an appointment you can approach any of the drivers for a lift, giving them as much notice as 

possible. There is no fee for this service but should you wish to make a donation into the LINK-UP funds, your driver 

will be pleased to accept your contribution on the completion of your journey. 
 

For those of you living in Stoke Canon you can obtain a lift to your Health Centre by telephoning Mrs Val King 

on 01392 841580 
 

Stan Chilcott MBE, LINK-UP Co-ordinator. telephone 860656;  Jenny Roach, LINK-UP Treasurer. Telephone 861042 

 

EXE VALLEY PRACTICE & MEMORIAL HALL COMMITTEE 

PROPOSED NEW SURGERY 

OPEN MEETING 

 

Tuesday 24
th

 July, 8.00 p.m. at the Memorial Hall 

 
The meeting will be an opportunity to hear and discuss the plan to build a new surgery for 

Thorverton in the Hall grounds.  The Exe Valley Practice has received confirmation of 

NHS funding for a new surgery and the Hall Committee has agreed to make land available 

for it in the car park.  Do come to hear more details and comment on the plan. 
ALL WELCOME 

Anyone for Tennis? 
 

http://www.bigburyholidays.co.uk/
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Have you been inspired by watching any of the tennis at Wimbledon this year and now want to have a go yourself?  

Well an opportunity presents itself to show that you can go where neither Novak Djokovic nor Rafael Nadal have 

been before – on the show-court at Raddon Court.   

 

     
 

On Saturday 21
st
 July we will be holding a tennis afternoon/evening at Raddon Court.   We will be starting at 

about 4pm and running through until dusk.  This will be a doubles tournament of sorts, although the exact way in 

which it will be run will depend upon numbers so please let me know if you would like to take part.  I am 

optimistically hoping that we will be able to picnic around the court-side while awaiting our games.  It could be a 

lovely evening of tennis, talk, picnicking and relaxation.  I am most grateful to Mr and Mrs Hamilton for allowing 

us use of their tennis court for this event. 

Neville Lane 

Fursdon, Cadbury, Devon 

 

 
 

Come and visit your local historic manor house. Home of the Fursdon family since 1259. 
 

 Join an informal tour to learn more about the family, their home and its history.  

 Stroll in the grounds and lovely walled garden. 

 House and Gardens £7.50; Gardens only £4. 

 Sample the delicious home baking in the Coach Hall tea room – no entrance fee! 

 

Special season tickets are available. 

 For just £15 per person you can visit any time that the house and gardens are open throughout the 

season for a tour, stroll, tea or all three! 

 

Opening Dates 2012: Bank Holiday Mondays and Sundays & Wednesdays in June, July and August.  

Grounds and Coach Hall open from 2pm to 5pm. Tours of the House at 2.30pm and 3.30pm. 

 

The garden will be open for charity under the National Gardens Scheme on Sundays 17 June, 15 Jul and 

19 Aug - serving light lunches from 12noon on NGS days.  See www.fursdon.co.uk for more information or 

call Catriona on 01392 860860.  

http://www.fursdon.co.uk/
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THE EXE VALLEY FILM SOCIETY 
PROUDLY PRESENTS OUR OUTDOOR SUMMER SCREENING 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thursday July 26
th

 2012 at Station House, Brampford Speke. 

 

 Gates open 7pm, supper served at 7.30pm, screening will start at 8.30pm (village hall if wet) 
Tickets £10 to include vegetarian supper. Bring your own drink/chair/rug and appropriate clothing (village hall if 

wet).  Prize for the best Grease – themed fancy dress – come and enjoy the fun and music! 

 

All welcome – tickets available from Hillcott in Brampford Speke or phone 840072 
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Parish Church Services and News  

July 2012 SERVICES & INFORMATION 

The Netherexe Parishes - A Mission Community in the Diocese of Exeter  

 

1 July 2012  Trinity 4 

 

08:00 am Holy Communion  [BCP] Newton St Cyres       DC 

10:00 am Service With A Smile  ☺ Brampford Speke  Lay-Led 

10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Poltimore   DD 

10:00 am Baptisms   Stoke Canon   DC 

10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Thorverton  JD 

11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Rewe              Michael & Sharon Simpson 

06:30 pm Evening Prayer  [BCP] Cadbury DD 

06:30 pm Service of The Word    Newton St Cyres  JD 

 

8 July 2012 Trinity 5     

 

10:00 am Family Service of the Word   Newton St Cyres   Lay-Led 

11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Upton Pyne  JD & DC 

06:30 pm Evening Prayer  [BCP] Huxham   DC 

 

15 July 2012  Trinity 6  

 

09:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Brampford Speke    DD 

10:00 am Holy Communion   [C] Cadbury  JD 

10:00 am Service of The Word   Poltimore  Lay-Led  

10:00 am Morning Prayer  [BCP] Thorverton  DD 

   Joint with Baptist Church  

11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Rewe                             Alan Simmonds 

05:00 pm Holy Communion   [C] Stoke Canon   JD  

  

22 July  2012  St Mary Magdalene  

 

09:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Huxham   JD 

10:00 am Service of The Word    Cadbury Lay-Led  

10:00 am  Holy Communion  [C] Newton St Cyres    

10:00 am Holy Communion Patronal Festival [C] Stoke Canon  DD 

10:00 am Family Service  ☺ Thorverton  Lay-Led  

10:00 am Service of The Word   Upton Pyne  Lay-Led  

11:15 am Service of The Word    Rewe Lay-Led  

06:30 pm Evening Prayer   [BCP] Poltimore   JD 

 

29 July  2012  Mission Community Service & Lunch 

  

11:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Upton Pyne    

 Followed by Bring & Share Lunch 

 

5 August 2012  Trinity 9 

 

09:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Upton Pyne  DC 

10:00 am Service With A Smile   ☺ Brampford Speke  Lay-Led 

10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Poltimore   JD 

10:00 am Service of The Word    Stoke Canon   Lay-Led  

10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Thorverton   DD 

11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Rewe DC 
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06:30 pm Evening Prayer  [BCP] Cadbury  JD 

06:30 pm Evening Prayer  [BCP] Newton St Cyres  DD 

 

12 August 2012 Trinity 10 

 

10:00 am Family Service, Holy Communion,  [C] ☺ Newton St Cyres           Bishop Richard  

 Baptisms & Confirmation                                         Hawkins & JD 

10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Stoke Canon   

11:00 am Joint Service        Thorverton Baptist Church            Baptist Officiant 

   Joint with Parish Church 

11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Upton Pyne   

06:30 pm Evening Prayer  [BCP] Huxham    

 

19 August 2012 Trinity 11 

 

08:00 am Holy Communion  [BCP] Thorverton         

09:00 am Holy Communion   [C] Brampford Speke   

10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Cadbury    

10:00 am Service of The Word    Poltimore Lay-Led 

  

11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Rewe  

05:00 pm Holy Communion   [C] Stoke Canon   

 

26 August 2012  Trinity 12 

 

09:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Huxham      

10:00 am Service of The Word     Cadbury  Lay-Led  

10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Newton St Cyres    

10:00 am Service of The Word   Thorverton  Lay-Led  

10:00 am Service of The Word   Upton Pyne  Lay-Led  

11:15 am Service of The Word   Rewe  Lay-Led  

06:30 pm Evening Prayer  [BCP] Poltimore  

 

2 September 2012 Trinity 13  

 

08:00 am Holy Communion  [BCP] Newton St Cyres    

10:00 am Service With A Smile    ☺ Brampford Speke  Lay-Led  

10:00 am  Holy Communion  [C] Poltimore     

10:00 am Service of The Word   Stoke Canon  Lay-Led  

10:00 am Holy Communion   [C] Thorverton   

11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Rewe   

06:30 pm Evening Prayer   [BCP] Cadbury    

06:30 pm Songs of Praise  Newton St Cyres  Lay-Led  

 

 

 

Services in the Netherexe Parishes 
Your parish churches aim to provide a variety of service types to meet the needs of the whole community.  Most 

Sunday services except those early in the morning include hymns and music. Everyone is welcome at all services 

 

 

Service With A Smile  These Family Services are designed for all ages 

Brampford Speke & Stoke Canon   and with the needs of young children especially in 

And Family Service Thorverton &  mind.  They are informal and contemporary in 

Newton St Cyres   style, often including a children’s activity at the 

  beginning; without communion.  Services usually last 

  about 35 minutes and are followed by refreshments 
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Young People’s Group [YPG] Young people’s group meeting during the 10 am 

  Service at Thorverton on the first Sunday of the month 

  in school term time 

Holy Communion  [C] Traditional service in contemporary language [one hour] 

Holy Communion  [T] Traditional service in traditional language [one hour] 

Holy Communion  [BCP] Traditional service in traditional language [one hour] 

Service of The Word  [SW]  Morning or Evening Service [without communion] in 

  contemporary language, often Lay-Led 

Morning Prayer  [BCP] Traditional Morning Service [Mattins] from the Book of 

  Common Prayer [about an hour] 

Evening Prayer or [BCP] Traditional Evening Service from the Book of Common 

Choral Evensong  Prayer [about an hour] 

 

DAILY SERVICES – Usual pattern effective June 2012 

 

Monday 09:10 am Stoke Canon School Collective Worship [Stoke Canon Church] 

Tuesday 09:00 am Morning Prayer at Stoke Canon Chapel 

Tuesday 06:00 pm Evening Prayer at Rewe 

Wednesday 09:00 am Morning Prayer at Thorverton  

Thursday 09:00 am Morning Prayer at Thorverton  

Thursday 05:00 pm Evening Prayer at Newton St Cyres  

Friday 09:00 am Morning Prayer at Thorverton  

Saturday  09:00 am Morning Prayer at Thorverton  

 

Variations:  Tue 3
rd

 Jul No Morning Prayer at Stoke Canon Chapel 

 Thu 5
th
, Fri 6

th
, Sat 7

th
 Jul  No Morning Prayer at Thorverton  

 Tue 10
th
 Jul No Morning Prayer at Stoke Canon Chapel  

 Wed 18
th
 Jul Holy Communion at Thorverton 09:30 am 

 Mon 23
rd

 Jul Morning Prayer at Stoke Canon Church 

 Thu 26
th
, Fri 27

th
, Sat 28

th
 Jul No Morning Prayer at Thorverton  

 Mon 30
th
 Jul Morning Prayer at Stoke Canon Church  

    
Who’s Who …..? Abbreviations Key 

DD The Revd  Preb Douglas Dettmer  Rector  01392 860332 

SS The Revd  Preb Sue Sheppard  Associate Minister  01392 841284 

JD The Revd  Julia Dallen   Assistant Curate 01392 861145  

DC The Revd  Dave Carrington   Assistant Curate 01392 841275 
 

Family Services of the Word marked ☺ are led by Lay Teams.   

For more information about the Netherexe Parishes please see www.netherexe.org or contact:  

Mrs Margaret Lowe [Administrator] Tel: 07594 714590 - Tuesday & Thursday [08:30 – 16:30] 

Email: margaret.admin@netherexe.org   

Correspondence:  The Netherexe Parishes, PO Box 734, Stoke Canon, Exeter, EX5 4WP. 

 

Would you like a lift to church?  May we offer you a lift to the parish church or to a joint service 

elsewhere?  

For transport to Sunday services  from locations in Thorverton parish, please ring Steve Rendell on 

01392 860780.   

For transport to weekday Holy Communion at Thorverton please ring Margaret Turner-Warwick on 

01392 861173 

For transport from locations in Newton St Cyres parish please contact Mrs Charlotte Dyer on 01392 851618 

For transport from Rewe parish please contact Guy Sheppard on 01392 841284. 

 

 

http://www.netherexe.org/
mailto:margaret.admin@netherexe.org
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Parish Letter 
 

Lifted up 

 
Somewhere in Britain, right now, someone is 

carrying the Olympic Torch (at least if you are 

reading this during the daytime). Since passing 

through Exeter, it has travelled several thousand 

miles as it spirals its way towards London. It doesn’t 

seem entirely in keeping with the Olympic spirit that 

its journey has been assisted by wheeled transport! 

But the benefit of this has been the enormous number 

of communities it has been able to pass through. It 

has affirmed the value of ordinary places, and 

ordinary people. 

 

Some towns and villages have a harder time of it 

holding their heads up high in the sight of the rest of 

the world. In June, the residents of Dull and Boring 

were delighted, because their respective communities 

became officially paired. Dull is a small village in 

Perthshire, Boring a town in Oregon USA named 

after a William H Boring (the communities can’t be 

‘twinned’ because they are too different in size). 

Both communities hope to attract more visitors as a 

result. 

 

As communities, as individuals, it can sometimes feel 

that the world passes us by. Much of the time 

perhaps, that doesn’t matter; we are happy to get on 

with our lives, undisturbed, supporting and being 

supported by those around us. But there are times 

when we do need to know that our voice is heard, 

that we are significant, that the wider world cares. 

 

God affirms the value of ordinary places, of ordinary 

people. The Gospel records are full of occasions 

when Jesus deliberately spent time with the 

individual whom others were ready to overlook, saw 

the good in them, gave them guidance for moving 

forward in their lives. Most of his time was spent in a 

relative backwater, in rural communities, away from 

the bright lights of the city. And for those who 

marvel at the vastness of the universe, that God sent 

his Son to a tiny and insignificant planet speaks 

volumes about his nature. Nowhere is dull and boring 

to God! 

 

As a family, we moved to Stoke Canon in April, 

when I joined the staff team of the Netherexe 

parishes as a curate. We had previously been in 

Bovey Tracey, and prior to that we lived further up 

the Culm valley in Cullompton, when I worked for 

the Met Office. Soon after moving house, I pedalled 

round all the parishes here (cycling is a love of mine 

- peculiarly, even up the hills), as a great way of 

exploring and appreciating the area. I love the fact 

that the ‘mission community’ of churches here is 

named after the smallest (if also the most 

distinctively sited!). But each community is unique - 

as each of us are as individuals - and God values each 

one. 

 

The Olympic torch moves on. For each community 

that it passed through, for each community that has 

felt encouraged and affirmed, normal service is now 

resumed. Jesus affirms us by passing the torch to us - 

and leaving it in our hands: ‘you are the light of the 

world’, he says. Affirming other people, affirming 

other communities, is a shared responsibility. 

 

Dave Carrington (Curate, Netherexe parishes) 

 
 

Baptist Church 
Jubilee with the Baptists 

 

Any republicans reading these lines are advised to 

avert their gaze at once... Actually one of the things 

that amused me during the jubilee celebrations was 

the republican demonstration due to take place along 

the Thames during the occasion of the river pageant. 

We were confidently promised that thousands would 

be taking part. In the event only about 60 turned up 

and their cries of "Liz out" were swiftly drowned by 

the crowds round about them shouting "Liz in" and 

singing the national anthem. Similar scenes occurred 

during the thanksgiving service at St Paul's. I was at 

first puzzled by the shouts of "Long live the queen" 

that rang out from the crowd gathered outside, then 

realised they were to drown out republican slogans. 

 

What a remarkable four day celebration that was. We 

shall never see the like again. It has often been 

pointed out that no living being had seen a Diamond 

Jubilee but it seems to me that no living being will 

see another one either. Assuming that the queen 

follows the example of her mother in longevity, the 

Prince of Wales will be approaching 80 by the time 

he accedes to the throne. Work the maths out for 

yourself... It was a unique event for us all. 

 

On Jubilee Sunday at the Baptist Church we were 

conscious of taking part in a unique service. For a 

start, we sang some hymns we had never sung before 

and will probably never sing again. One was a poem 

by Rudyard Kipling, straight out of the heart of 

empire, and another contained the lines "O Lord, our 

monarch bless/With strength and righteousness;/Long 

may she reign" - referring originally, of course, to 

Victoria. We concluded with a rousing rendition of 

"God save the Queen." 

 

As a starting point for our meditation that day we 

began with the well-known quotation from a speech 
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by the then Princess Elizabeth, broadcast from Cape 

Town to the empire in 1947. Perhaps some of you 

actually heard it at that time. "I declare before you all 

that my whole life, whether it be long or short, shall 

be devoted to your service." Less well known 

perhaps is a quotation from the first Queen Elizabeth, 

in her Golden Speech of 1601:"Though God hath 

raised me high, yet this I count the glory of my 

crown, that I have reigned with your loves." We 

concluded that this latter statement would be true of 

our present queen also, especially on this occasion of 

her Diamond Jubilee. 

 

We now all know the outcome of the first declaration 

- the utter dedication of a long life, one that is far 

from over, and in which the dedication is ongoing in 

this jubilee year. We concluded that such an event 

gave each one of us the occasion to dedicate 

ourselves anew, not just to our country nor to a cause, 

but to the One who stands behind all these other 

commitments. We noted Her Majesty's Christian 

example over the years and her attachment to the 

Christian faith. This was of course illustrated by the 

Service of Thanksgiving. As we heard her Prime 

Minister reading from the Epistle to the Romans my 

mind went back to that part of the Coronation Service 

when the Archbishop of Canterbury and the 

Moderator of the Church of Scotland advance and 

pronounce the solemn words "We present you with 

this Book, the most valuable thing that this world 

affords. Here is wisdom; this is the Royal Law; these 

are the lively oracles of God." 

 

Why not seize this opportunity to remind ourselves of 

the importance of God's Word, to read it daily and to 

apply it in our lives? 

 

Maurice Harrison 

 

Diamond Jubilee Mugs 
 

The Leonard Trust are aware of the fact that many of 

the Parish’s young people were away during the 

Queen’s Diamond Jubilee celebrations, and as a 

result missed receiving their commemorative bone 

china mug from the Trust.  

 

Of almost two hundred on our original list, upwards 

of 70 remain undistributed in the following 

categories:- (a) pre-Toddler Group “newborns” at the 

date of the Jubilee (b) Mothers and Toddlers Group 

(c) Thorverton Pre-School (d) Thorverton Primary 

School (e) QE School and CC, and (f) other State and 

Private Schools. In short, any young person of the 

Parish up to the age of eighteen and still in education, 

(and those as yet too young), are entitled.  

 

We will do what we can to reach those outstanding, 

but it would obviously help if parents can initially 

contact, and subsequently collect from Moss Bank, 

School Lane, Thorverton (tel: 860489). 

 

There will also be a small number of surplus bone 

china mugs available for purchase later at the      

slightly-less than cost price of £4.50 each on a strictly 

first-come-first-served basis from the above address. 

The mugs feature the official Diamond Jubilee prize-

winning motif on the front, and are “personalised” to 

Thorverton on the reverse. 

                                                                                                     

Jeff & Beryl Grace, for The Leonard Trust 

 

Thorverton Pre-School Garden 
Project 
Search continues for unwanted garden materials... 

As you may recall from an earlier edition of Focus, 

Thorverton Pre-School and Class 1 at the Primary 

School share a garden area which is in need of some 

work.  Our plans are now much clearer and we are 

going to be carrying out the work during the summer 

holidays. 

 

I’m writing to share with everyone our complete 

‘wish list’ in the hope that it may trigger a thought 

about spare or unwanted garden materials you have 

lying around at home!  

 

So, if you have any of the following items (in 

whatever quantity), we’d love to hear from you! 

 non-slip decking for a triangular corner 

 trellis for 2 x sides of decking (2m high) and 

top of triangle decking 

 3 tons of chippings/scalpings for base of 

pavings 

 1 x fence post 

 2m thick weather proof rope 

 car tyres 

 a mini digger for several hours one weekend 

- driver can be found! 

 easy care and safe garden plants 

 bark 

 wood to create a bench around a tree 

 a knowledgeable tree pruner for small apple 

and fruit trees 

 man/woman power 

 play sand 

 a  play house 

 

We are very grateful to those who have already 

donated unwanted paving slabs, sleepers and cement, 

and once again to the Thorverton Allotment Holders 

Association who kindly hosted a Gardeners’ 
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Question Time event in March to raise funds towards 

our project.  

 

For further information please contact pre-school (by 

the 19 July) on 01392 861707 or email 

thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com and we can arrange 

collection.  

 

With many thanks for your continued support.  

 

Rachel Mildon 

 

 

Women’s Institute 
On 12th June the annual summer party was held a 

week later than usual due the the Jubilee 

Celebrations. We were joined by two members from 

Stoke Canon WI and two residents from Thorverton. 

The evening began with solving two quizzes - one 

naming the place or person in various pictures and 

the other was a difficult general knowledge one.  

 

Afterwards a delicious buffet supper had been 

organised by the Secretary and helpers. To round off 

the evening we celebrated one of our members' 

birthday with a piece of birthday cake. 

 

Jane Sleap 
Charity No. 229868 

       

 

 

Thorverton Country Show 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What a difference a day makes! How true that saying 

was for the Show again this year. Saturday was 

“perfect” Show weather, overcast, a bit windy at first 

but pleasant. The numbers through the gate were 

good and everyone seemed to enjoy the day. Sunday, 

however, was wet from start to finish so the numbers 

attending were very low. 

 

Tony Beard once again opened the Show with his 

usual words of wisdom. All our acts put on a good 

performance for their audience, especially the 

terriers! They were so keen they kept stealing the 

rabbit they were supposed to be chasing! It was great 

fun.  

 

 
1945 Oliver tractor        photos by Barrie Phillips 

 

 
Driver’s view from 1934 Fordson tractor 

 

Due to the high winds on Thursday & Friday, the 

committee decided at hire an extra tent to house the 

catering. This proved very popular and provided a 

dry area on Sunday for those who attended. 

 

The Dog Show was as popular as ever and the results 

are included, along with a write up from the judges. 

The Home Craft competition provided some 

interesting exhibits which were on display in the Bar 

tent throughout the weekend. 

 

Thank you to all of you who worked so hard to help 

us put this event on. It always seems to be the same 

people who come forward to help and we are 

extremely grateful to you for your continued support. 

We couldn’t do put a Show on without you. 

 

Thorverton Dog Show 

Saturday was a great day with 68 dogs entering in the 

show. This was an excellent turnout and the dogs 

were judged by Joan Kidley ably assisted by steward 

Sheila Gozzett.  The Best in Show was won by 

mailto:thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com
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Claude a wire haired Vizla owned by David Harries 

and the Reserve Best In Show was Mya a Collie 

owned by Martin. 

 

On Sunday there was a change in the weather - the 

rain was torrential but 23 hardy souls and their dogs 

competed in the rain. The dogs were judged by Sheila 

Gozzet with steward Joan Kidley assisting.  The Best 

in Show was a Cockerpoo called Gus owned by Lyn 

and Reserve Best in Show was Oscar owned by 

Rebecca.   

 

Well done to everyone who took part - every dog was 

wonderful. 

 

List of Winners 

 
a) Saturday 

 
Class 1 Best Veteran 
1 Max owned by Tracey Green; 2 Prince owned by 
Jade; 3 Gabby owned by Sue Myde; 4 Purdy owned 
by Ella Sterlin 
Class 2 Prettiest Bitch 
1. Mya owned by Martin; 2. Lily owned by Nikki 
Pelmeer; 3. Lucy owned by Olly/Daisy Batchelor; 
 4. Ashka owned by Maggie 
Class 3 Handsomest Dog 
1. Claude owned by David Harries [bottom centre of 
montage on following page]; 2. Kaizer owned by 
Stella Whitby; 3, Twiglet owned by Kate; 
4. Nellie owned by Steve 
Class 4 Smooth Haired 
1. Tilly owned by Will Field; 2. Beamer owned by 
Sarah Poole; 3. Nellie owned by Steve; 
4. Ruby owned by Judy Platt 
Class 5 Hairy 
1. Barley owned by Sue Drummond; 2. Mutley owned 
by Pippa Whitwell; 3. Gizmo owned by Mandy 
Plumridge; 4. Bear owned by Jess Heatherington 
Class 6 Rescue 
1. Florence owned by Lisa Cameron; 2. Bear owned 
by Ken Brooks; 3. Ozzie owned by The Hopkisnsons; 
4. Max owned by Warren 
Classs 7 Child Handler 
1. Alfie owned by Abi Henderson; 2. Beamer owned 
by Sarah Poole; 3. Dolly owned by Alexandra Mobbs; 
4. Jazz owned by Jo Mirchell 
Class 8 Condition 
1. Jimbo owned by Tony Lanaber; 2. Ozzie owned by 
The Hopkinsons; 3. Toby owned by Jo Mitchell; 4. 
Max owned by Warren 
Class 9 Appealing Ears 

1. Baby Chino owned by Daisy Connabear; 2. 
Bickleigh owned by Talitha Clark 
3. Jett owned by Maggie; 4. Keelee owned by 
Demelza Carmen 
Class 10 Best Trick 
1. Ozzie owned by Lily Cocking; 2. Large Black 
Labradoodle; 3. Mutley owned by Pippa Whitwll;  
4. Mia owned by Martin 
Class 11 Dog Judge would like to take home 
1. Honey owned by Wendy Ahl; 2. Lily owned by 
Nicki Pelmeaer: 3. Poppy owned by Craig Edwards; 
4. Lily owned by Kathy Shorland 
 

b) Sunday's Results 
NB Due to extremely wet conditions some of the 
paperwork was unreadable hence ring number 
in some of the results. 
 
Class 1 Veteran 
1. Kandy owned by M Bottishall; 2 Daisy owned by 
Jo Rice 
3 Prince owned by Jade;  
Class 2 Prettiest Bitch 
1. Ruby owned by M Battishall; 2. Kobi owned by Jo 
Rice 
3. Callie owned by Caroline Archibald; 4. Entry No 
135 
Class 4 Smooth Haired 
1. Callie owned by Caroline Archibald; 2. Daisy 
owned by Jo Rice 
3. Higgins owned by Rhys Robers; 4. Ester owned by 
Marie 
Class 5 Hairy 
1. Entry No 101; 2. Entry No 204; 3. Hamish owned 
by Colin Hatton; 4. Gus owned by Lyn 
Class 6 rescue 
1. Kobi Owned by Jo Rice;  
Class 7 Child Handler 
1. Oscar owned by Rebecca; 2. Dexter owned by 
Barrow; 3 Entry No 135; 4. Entry No 99 
Class 8 Best Condition 
1. Daisy owned by Jo Rice; 2. Entry No 99; 3 Higgins 
owned by Rhys Roberts; 4. Entry No 104 
Class 9 Appealing Ears 
1. Entry No 101; 2. Entry No 99; 3. Dexter owned by 
S Barrow; 4. Ruby owned by M Battishall 
Class 10 Trick 
1. Oscar owned by Rebecca;2. Entry 100; 3. Daisy J 
Rice; 4. Dexter Barrow 
Class 11 Dog Judge would like to take home 
1. Buster owned by Murphy; 2. Entry 104; 3. Entry 
100; 4. Hamish owned by Colin Hatton. 
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Thorverton Show montage by John Spivey 
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42nd East Devon Arts Festival  

Accounts 

    Receipts 

   Sales 

  

£9,937 

Entry Fees 

 

£813 

Catalogues 

 

£322 

Donations 

  

£250 

Lucky Dip 

  

£66 

Cake Draw 

 

£378 

Catering 

  

£3,114 

    Total Receipts 

 
£14,880 

    Payments 

  To exhibitors 

 

£8,426 

Expenses 

  

£367 

    Total Payments 

 
£8,793 

    Excess of receipts over 

payments £6,087 
 

With my thanks to all who helped achieve this 

Royston Kershaw, Arts Festival Treasurer 

 

 

11
th
 Sunnymead Gas-Up  

 

Thanks to everyone that attended this year’s gas up, I 

think it was one of the best. The weather was on our 

side, it was one of the hottest days for a long time. 

We had a good selection of engines, tractors, cars, 

motorbikes and steam engines. 

 

Mother and her team of helpers managed to sell 200 

pasties, 350 cups of tea and loads of home-made 

cakes, quiche etc all of which were donated by many 

very talented cooks. Daisy and helpers excelled 

themselves by selling about £350 worth of draw 

tickets.  

 

Tom arranged a bouncy Castle which proved very 

popular with the kids and one or two older very 

‘Large’ kids 

 

We raised £1348.72:  £600 has been given to 

Thorverton surgery towards an Ambulatory Blood 

Pressure Monitor. This equipment is expensive and 

not funded by the NHS so your donations will be of 

great benefit to the patients;  £748.72 went to 

Hospiscare in Exeter. Thanks for all your generous 

donations.   

 

Mike Lee 

 

Silver Dancers 
 

You’ve heard of silver surfers well now you have the 

chance to try silver dancers (& you don’t even have 

to have silver hair). As no dance experience is 

necessary why not join the Dolphin group at the 

Thorverton Arms on Thursday 19
th
 July at 10.30am. 

 

Seated or standing Susanna, from Dance in Devon, 

will help and encourage you to have fun and move to 

music. So come and try a session at the special rate of 

£2 per session to include refreshments. 

 

Just turn up at the pub or if you want to know more 

phone Upstream on 01363 778366. 

 

Gilly Haysom 

 

Thorverton Walking Carnival 
Monday 4

th
 June 2012 as part of the jubilee 

celebrations Thorverton held a walking carnival from 

the rec. It was a great success and there were some 

fabulous entries with Jeff and Beryl Grace having the 

difficult job of judging. A big Thank you to everyone 

that entered and to Jeff and Beryl for judging, which 

could not have been easy. Thank you also to all who 

came out to support the event which was judged at 

the Rec and followed a procession through 

Broadlands, Bullens Close, Cleaves Close and then 

Bullen Street.  

Results were as follows:- 

Individuals:- 

1
st
 Maddy Anstee – Jewell in the Crown 

2
nd

 Jaime Scott – Little miss muffet 

3
rd

 William Scott – Clown 

Highly Commended – Jemima Mitchell – Penguin 

Pairs:- 

1
st
 Megan and Charlotte Oram – Sailors 

2
nd

 Jasmin Wilson and Leah Carbines – Tweedle dee 

and Tweedle dumb 

3
rd

 Katherine and Lucy Harget – Mickey and Mini 

mouse 

Highly commended – Jaqui and Kaitlyn Scott – Rule 

and Cool Britannia 

Groups:- 

1
st
 Lion, Witch and Wardrobe 

2
nd

 Wind in the Willows 

3
rd

 A Heard of cows 

Highly commended – Robbers 

Wheeled:- 

1
st
 – Louis Wilson – The next Jenson Button 

2
nd

 – William Davies – Farmer with his tractor                                      
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Team Focus  

Below is a picture of most of the Focus production and distribution team at a recent social event.  If you would like 

to become part of this happy team, please contact the Editor or Chairman. 

 

 

Photo by John Spivey  

 

Back Row (left to right):   Clive Hamlin, Anne Stamper, Lynne Ford, Sue Vooght, Jan Hamilton, Barrie Phillips, 

Peter Mason.   

Middle row: Sybil Tulloch, Margaret Swaffield, Jane Lane, Tina Ayre, Phyllis Langdon, Beryl Grace, Eileen 

Mason, Barbara Uglow, Dave Batty, Jeff Grace.   

Front row, seated: Bob Swaffield, Michael Ayre, Neville Lane, Jenny Garne 

 

 

EXMOOR SPONSORED WALK FOR CHILDREN’S HOSPICE SOUTH WEST 

A sponsored charity walk is an ideal way to explore one of Britain’s smallest national parks – Exmoor and what 

better time of year than September with its autumnal colours and diverse and spectacular landscape.  

 

Children’s Hospice South West is hosting the 12 mile circular walk on Sunday 23
rd

 September and the charity is 

calling on participants to take part. Walkers will set off from Hawkridge at 9.30am and on completion will enjoy 

refreshments including a burger van and tea and coffee.  

 

Children’s Hospice South West provides the only hospice care in the South West for children with life-limiting 

conditions. Our three hospices, Little Bridge House in Devon, Charlton Farm in Somerset, and Little Harbour in 

Cornwall provide respite care and support for in excess of 400 families. Of these some come to us for planned 

respite and a rare opportunity for a break. Others will also be supported through our bereavement team after the 

loss of their child.  

 

Children’s Hospice South West is the only organisation in the region offering this vital service in a hospice 

environment and is almost entirely funded by the generosity of people in the South West. 

 

There is no registration fee for the event but walkers are encouraged to raise sponsorship for the charity. Sponsor 

forms are available on registration 

For further information and to register please contact Ivan Huxtable on 01769 540835 or Little Bridge House on 

01271 325270.  
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Thorverton Co-operative Trust Ltd 
 

Our community organisation supporting Thorverton 

Post Office, TCT Ltd has come to the end of another 

financial year. The newspaper and stationery shop 

has been well supported over the past year as has the 

post office of course. Thank you to so many of you 

who shop with us regularly or have regular 

paper/magazine orders.  

 

By being a member of TCT Ltd, you show your 

commitment to and support for continuing to 

maintain a post office here in Thorverton. Your £5 

annual subscriptions and other donations help to keep 

the business going. 

 

If you are already a member, please make use of 

the form below to renew your subscription as soon 

as possible. If you are NOT already a member, 

please do become one now by using the relevant 

form below. 

 

Forms and subscription payments can be left at 

Thorverton Post Office or 25 The Glebe.  Thank you 

to many who have now renewed their subscriptions 

and to 8 new members who have ‘signed up’ very 

recently. Please encourage, friends, family and 

neighbours to support us too. 

 

Have you noticed??  We have a new black and white 

photocopier. It is fairly basic but it does work!! 

Please ask staff to help you use it. 

 

Our stock of cards is being continually updated and 

replenished so keep looking and buying regularly. 

We continue to offer a laundry service, sell very 

reasonably priced wheelie bin bags and are collecting 

used postage stamps in aid of Hospsicare. 

 

If you have any time to spare helping to run the 

business, then it would be much appreciated. Some of 

our staff may be retiring in the foreseeable future and 

we are already short of people to help early on 

Sundays and when people are ill or on holiday. Do 

talk to Jill Blewett or Heather Kershaw if you can 

help. 

 

With thanks. 

Heather Kershaw  

 Chair and Membership Secretary, TCT Ltd 
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Legal Eagle 
 

We now turn to the mens rea elements of the law of 

theft, namely, dishonesty and the intention 

permanently to deprive. 

 

‘Dishonesty’ is not defined in the Theft Act 1968, but 

s2 states when a person is deemed not to be acting 

dishonestly.  

 

S2 provides: 

 

(1) a person’s appropriation of property 

belonging to another is not to be regarded as 

dishonest – 

 

(a) if he appropriates the property in the belief 

that he has in law the right to deprive the other 

of it, on behalf of himself or a third person; or 

 

(b) if he appropriates the property in the belief 

that he would  

have the other’s consent if the other knew of the 

appropriation and the circumstances of it; or 

 

(c) (Except where the property came to him as a 

trustee or 

personal representative) if he appropriates the 

property 

in the belief that the person to whom the property 

belongs 

cannot be discovered by taking reasonable steps. 

 

In relation to (a) above, here the accused is mistaken 

in believing that he has a legal right to deprive the 

victim of his property, on behalf of himself or 

another. It is sufficient that his mistake is honest 

although others might feel it unreasonable. 

 

In the case of Close [1977], the accused took his 

employer’s property, believing that legally he could 

do this in order to recover a debt that was owed to 

him by the employer. He was acquitted of the charge 

of theft. 

 

Again, in relation to (b) above, it is sufficient that the 

belief is honestly held. The provision is intended to 

cover those situations where the accused believes that 

the owner would not mind him taking the property, 

for example, students sharing accommodation 

habitually take food etc from the fridge which  fellow 

students have bought for their own use. 

 

A person who finds lost property will not be acting 

dishonestly if he keeps the property believing that the 

owner cannot be found by taking reasonable steps, 

(c) above. However, a person who finds lost property 

and later discovers the identity of the owner may be 

liable for theft if he decides to keep the property as 

he would no longer be able to rely on s2(1)(c). 

 

Despite not defining dishonesty, the TA 68 does 

provide one instance of what might amount to 

dishonesty. 

 

S2(2) provides: 

 

‘A person’s appropriation of property belonging to 

another may be dishonest nothwithstanding that he is 

willing to pay for the property’. 

 

The language use in s2(2) is, however, necessarily 

cautious in using the term ‘may be’ because there 

may be circumstances in which an accused is 

otherwise honest e.g., because the facts fall within 

S2(1) (a) or (b) above. 

 

So, what of those situations to which S2(1) does not 

apply? To answer this question we must turn to the 

current common law test for dishonesty formulated 

by the Court of Appeal in the case of Ghosh [1982]. 

The accused, a surgeon acting as a locum in a 

hospital, claimed fees for performing operations. 

Those fees were not owing to him. The Court 

favoured a hybrid test for dishonesty embracing both 

subjective and objective elements. The test comprises 

two limbs: 

 

(1) Was what was done (the appropriation) 

dishonest according to the standards of 

reasonable honest people? 

 

If the answer to this question is ‘yes’, then the 

jury must consider the second question, namely, 

 

(2) Did the accused realize that reasonable 

and honest people would regard what he 

did (the appropriation) as dishonest? 

 

The second limb of the test only needs to be 

addressed, however, where the accused asserts 

that he thought reasonable, honest people would 

construe his conduct as honest. 

 

Applying the test to the facts of the case, Ghosh 

was found to have been dishonest. 

 

So, to the case of Robin Hood whom, it will be 

recalled, stole from the rich in order to give to the 

poor. How are we to regard such conduct. Was 

Robin Hood dishonest? If reasonable honest 

people would not regard such conduct as 
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dishonest that is an end to the matter and Robin 

will be acquitted. If, however, reasonable honest 

people would regard Robin’s conduct as 

dishonest the matter will turn on the success, or 

otherwise, of the plea that he did not realize that 

reasonable honest people would regard his 

conduct as dishonest. Provided that the jury 

believe that he did not realize that reasonable 

honest people would regard his conduct as 

dishonest or sufficient doubt is raised, he should 

be acquitted. 

 

As Lord Lane put it in Ghosh, ‘’ It is no defence 

for a man to say ‘I know that what I was doing is 

generally regarded as dishonest, but I do not 

regard it as dishonest. Therefore I am not guilty’. 

What he is however entitled to say is ‘I did not 

know that anybody would regard what I was 

doing as dishonest’. He may not be 

believed……but if he is believed, or raises a real 

doubt about the matter, the jury cannot be sure 

that he was dishonest.’’ 

 

After the summer break, the intention 

permanently to deprive. 

 

Clive Hamblin

 

 

Christian Aid Collection May 2012 
 

The Christian Aid House to House Collection in May this year ended very successfully once again. My grateful 

thanks to you all, collectors and givers for this wonderful amount, (a little down on 2011) with special thanks to all 

who signed their gift aid forms. Gift Aid raises so much more money for poor communities, it is life changing, and 

means a lot of extra money for people living in poverty. 

 

Ch. Aid works to bring an end to poverty around the world-tackling it’s root causes as well as its effects. They help 

people of all faiths and none, providing urgent, practical and effective assistance, giving communities the tools and 

the skills to find their own solutions to poverty. 

 

My grateful thanks to all. 

 

Brampford Speke                                            £149 -01 

The Glebe                                                            161-67 

CleavesClose/Lynch Close                                  59-04 

All Raddon  (3 Collectors)                                  117-77 

Dark Lane/Corbeir Court                                     31-00 

Jericho Street/The Green                                     105-67 

Silver Street/Milford Lane/School Lane               646-34 

Dinneford Street                                                  183-30 

Latchmoor                                                            84-31 

Bullens Street                                                        85-51 

Bullens Close/Broadlands/Berrysbridge Road       72-55 

Late arrivals in my porch                                     51-05 

                                                                                -------------------- 

Total                                                                           £1,746-63 

                                                                             ---------------------------- 

 

If any one feels they would like to take on organising this collection for next year, I would be very pleased and 

would give them all the help they needed to get started. 

 

Or failing that we would be glad of some help with the collecting. Everyone who is involved now,  has been doing 

it for a very long time , and would be grateful for a rest. 

 

Phyllis Langdon, Ferndale Thorverton Tel 01392 860932                                                                    
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Unusual Objects No2 

Did you guess what last month's object was?  A few 

people suggested it's an early hockey stick or a shinty 

stick, and this is on the right lines but not quite 

correct.  It is in fact a  

  

BANDO STICK 

  

Bando was such a popular game in parts of South 

Wales in the 19th century that it was said that 

everyone over twelve months old went about with a 

bando stick in their hands! Matches were played 

on local beaches, the pitch near Margam, which 

boasted the top team, being two miles long. The sport 

largely died out at the end of the century when 

another game with mass appeal took over (you've 

guessed it - rugby). 

Jane Lane 

   

 Unusual Objects No 3 
I am grateful to David Massie for the latest 

Unusual Object.  Do you know what it is and 

what it was used for? 

  
 

 
 

I Don’t Believe It 
The application of 20% VAT to the previously zero 

rated Cornish pasty has prompted many West 

Country communities to the edge of unrest. This 

proposal simply brought the pasty into line with our 

other survival dish of fish and chips, on which we 

have been unhappily paying 20% VAT. However, the 

Chancellor’s criteria to levy VAT based on the pasty 

being above ambient temperature was a Whitehall 

farce worthy of Brian Rix. For those at the front of 

the queue the hot pasties would be subject to 20% 

VAT, whereas those at the back of the queue, having 

waited whilst the pasties cooled to ambient 

temperature would pay no VAT. The government’s 

partial U turn, whilst welcome, is still cumbersome 

and impractical to enforce, with freshly baked pasties 

hot out of the oven at midday costing say £3.20 but 

bizarrely increasing to £3.84 if kept hot for later 

customers. So as with most things timing is all 

important. 

 

Congratulations to all the team for producing the 

superb Jubilee lunch for our super adults. The Brend 

family of hoteliers will need to look out should our 

Jubilee cooks decide to go full time! The Street Party 

and Hog Roast were equally successful - but where 

did all those people suddenly come from? The 

wonder of text messaging perhaps! Nevertheless, it 

was good to see even latent republicans celebrating 

the special contribution The Queen has made to our 

national life. For those who stayed at home and 

watched TV’s uninspired coverage of the Thames 

Pageant, with meaningless cameo appearances of 

practically every reporter on the payroll shouting at 

the camera, I can only sympathise. 

 

It now seems increasingly certain that we are in for 

several years of economic gloom with a sign in an 

Exeter charity shop portraying the severity of the 

situation – Shoes priced individually.     

 

Commentator

  

Puzzle 
How many planks can you see?   

   

                                                      Supplied by Barrie Phillips 
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TADS - Thorverton Amateur 
Dramatic Society 
Thorverton’s Got Talent! A fun ‘talent /open mike’ 

evening for all ages & open to everyone on Saturday 

July 7
th
 at Thorverton Memorial Hall.  If you can 

dance, sing, tell jokes, mime, play an instrument, 

juggle, act or more we want to see you! Check out 

the posters for  more details.  

 

.   

 

 

  2012 Pantomime: 

Book out the 6
th
, 7

th
 and 8

th
 of December for the 

next magical production!  We have some ideas but 

would love to hear yours at the ‘Panto planning 

meeting’ - date to be announced shortly.    

 

Colin Marshall 

Golf Society 
Sunday 27

th
 May, 2012 

 

Something a little different for the Golf Society to 

enjoy as 24 players took part in a pairs competition. 

In golfing terms this means there were 12 pairs 

fighting it out for prizes kindly donated by members. 

 

With a stiff breeze having an adverse effect on ball 

flight the scoring was not as high as might have been 

expected so the winning score of 21 points was 

worthy indeed. It was compiled by the partnership of 

Mark Cummins and Andy French. In second place, 

one point behind, were David and Chris Harlow. 

Three pairs shared third spot on 18 points; John 

Mann & Colin Anderson, Reith Roberts & Bob Hyde 

and Scott Hasler and Paul Richards. 

 

Sunday 10
th

 June, 2012 

 

Eight drowned rats squelched off the course to 

complete the job by wetting their insides at the 

Exeter Inn. After all, it was John Mann who had said 

"it's only a little light drizzle, so let’s go and play". 

Needless to say it bucketed down well before the end 

of the contest! 

 

Joint first with 16 points and a 1 shot cut were David 

Harlow & Mark Cummins. Repeats are something we 

have become accustomed to on our televisions and so 

it is with the Donna-Y moment. Once again it was 

Phil Beasley who, having reached the 7
th
 green with a 

wonderful tee shot, found the sloping green difficult 

to read and walked off four shots later. Some thought 

that they all should have been shortlisted for the 

trophy, simply for turning out. 

 

Don’t forget, there are two Sunday events each 

month. All are welcome. Details at The Exeter. 

 

G.S. Potter 

 

Nature Notes 
 

In Nature Notes this time we have news of a brown 

long-eared bat, stoatly goings on and birds. Monsoon 

June describes the past month but as soon as there is 

a whiff of warmth and the sun, there is the delight of 

seeing something exquisite such as a small skipper 

butterfly nectaring on flowers at the entrance to 

Sunnymeade, Raddon Lane on 19
th
 June.    

 

On 21
st
 May I saw a stoat loitering at the edge of the 

main driveway to Heathfield (just past Nomans 

Chapel Cross, on the way to Berrysbridge and the 

village.) I happened to be chatting to Mike Lee 

during the walk to Fair Oak (part of Church Week) 

on the evening of 23
rd

 May and mentioned the stoat 

sighting. Mike said stoats lived in the walls of a barn 

at Heathfield, the barn now converted as a part of the 

house. Stoats also raided the chicken house for eggs 

at Willhaven, further down the road. Mike’s 

grandfather William Lee owned Heathfield before 

moving to Willhaven. Mike used to see stoats at the 

back entrance to Willhaven, in the hedge and ditch 

there, often disappearing down a hole. Looking back 

at old Nature Notes I recorded seeing a stoat on 18
th
 

May 2007 at the back entrance to Heathfield, 

Definitely stoat territory and for so many 

generations! Also of interest is William Lee 

purchased Heathfield from the Heathcoat family 

(Knightshayes Court/Heathcoats Factory.)  

 

We had a lovely time on 23
rd

 May discovering the 

secrets that surround Fair Oak, the little lane behind 

Little Silver, a giant granite trough and the tree itself. 

Hay mown in the field where the tree grows 

occasionally get whipped up high into the air and 

deposited a mile or so away. Jack Andrews told me 

the house has been struck twice by lightning.    
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This year have you heard the cuckoo calling from 

somewhere around the village? Neville (Focus 

editor) and I haven’t heard one locally for years, for 

me it was 2006. The last local record I have is 2009 

from School Lane. If you have an update please let 

me know.  

 

In the early morning of 25
th
 May and what turned out 

to be a very warm day circa 28 degrees C, an unusual 

bird of prey was circling a pair of crows who were 

standing in the Country Fair field. The crows had 

some carrion and the raptor wanted it. The bird kept 

making a kek, kek, kek call, making strong sharp 

turns on pointed wings, winnowing, landing in the 

field and harassing the crows. It was a peregrine 

falcon, possibly a juvenile and what was it doing 

around here? Eventually it seized its booty and was 

off in the direction of Raddon Gardens followed by 

the crows who quickly gave up the chase.  

 

A nest was found during the TARTS walk at Newton 

St Cyres, we assume blown to the ground. It has a 

predominantly moss base with some fine dried grass 

and  approximately a12 cm diameter cup. It is lined 

with lots of badger hair and so many feathers I gave 

up counting. What encouraged me to start dissecting 

the nest was a glimpse of a small scarlet feather, 

unmistakably great spotted woodpecker. It is 

fascinating to admire how a small bird can find such 

a feather; it would take us perhaps a lifetime. This 

was just the beginning, 15 scarlet feathers, at least 38 

wood pigeon, at least 17 of the corvid family, a few 

green feathers, possibly greenfinch or green 

woodpecker, a few raptor and so many more I 

couldn’t identify. 

 

Last September a bat flew in through a bedroom 

window at Raddon Cottage and down into the sitting 

room where it hung upside down on a door lintel. 

After a bit of gentle coaxing it was guided to an open 

kitchen window and flew away. A photo (seen here) 

had been taken of the bat and sent to the Bat 

Conservation Trust who identified it as a brown long-

eared bat. Also known as the whispering bat as its 

echolocation sound is very quiet. It can be picked up 

with a bat detector as a series of clicks a bit like those 

of a Geiger counter. When eating larger prey the bat 

will use a perch, frequently found in porches or barns 

where beneath you may find discarded insect remains 

such as the wings of large yellow underwing moths. 

Summer roosts used are older buildings, barns, 

churches and trees. Winter roosts can be caves, 

tunnels, mines, ice houses (not many of these around 

here) and occasionally trees and buildings. Many 

thanks to Robin Blythe-Lord for the information.  

 

The annual Big Butterfly Count takes place between 

14th July and 5th August so spend 15 minutes in a 

sunny spot and record how many of each species you 

see and log your sightings at 

www.bigbutterflycount.org. 

 

For the fourth year running there will be a moth 

trapping event at The Millennium Green on Saturday 

4
th
 August, weather permitting and hopefully moths 

will start to appear once the sun goes down. More 

details will be found on posters put up around the 

village nearer the time.    

 

.   

 

 

Jenny Garne  

http://www.bigbutterflycount.org/
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TARTS  
Thorverton Amblers Ramblers and 

Trampers 
 

The Tarts have enjoyed some great walks over the 

last couple of months. On 5
th
 May Heather and 

Royston led a 6 mile walk at Morte Point. The 

weather was fantastic as we walked from Mortehoe, 

taking a coffee stop at Rockham beach and following 

the coast path around Bull point and coming inland at 

Wrinkle wood. The walk concluded with taking the 

coast path right out to Morte Point where we saw 

dramatic rock formations and amazing views of the 

coastline and out to sea. We finished with tea and 

cake, the perfect end to the walk. 

 

On 9
th
 June we made another attempt at the Dunkery 

Beacon walk which had to be diverted in February 

because of bad weather. This time we were blessed 

with perfect weather for the occasion; dry and sunny 

but not too hot to tackle the highest point on Exmoor. 

On the climb up we heard a cuckoo and saw Exmoor 

ponies with their tiny foals. From the beacon our 

efforts were rewarded with clear views across 

Porlock Bay and the Bristol Channel to Wales. 

 

Future walks and events 

 

Saturday 7
th
 July – led by Anne & Gerry 

Saturday 21
st
 July – longer Dartmoor walk led by 

Graeme 

  
All walks meet opposite the church at 0930, and are 

suitable for dogs unless otherwise stated. Shorter walks 

are usually 4 – 6 miles in length and longer walks 6 – 9 

miles, however precise details of each walk (length, 

gradient, lunch information etc) will be displayed 

approximately a week before the walk in the Old Post 

Office Window and on the village notice board. If you 

would like to be included on the email list contact Caroline 

(861002) or Graeme (860203). 

 

Caroline Prince 

 
Poetry 
Our Diamond Celebration 

To celebrate in grandest style, Thorverton knows how, 

Shown in so many ways – all ending with a wow! 

We started with a marvellous meal, prepared with thought and care, 

Appreciated by our elderly and served with warmth and flair; 

Entertainment was laid on in the Memorial Hall,  

Where on a large TV screen, we viewed a pageant to enthral, 

Followed by some local scenes and carnivals which we 

Had joined in, many years ago (all this caused much glee!). 

 

Next day we held our party, which was a sheer delight, 

With tables laid through Bullen Street, decked in scarlet, blue and white, 

Once more the food was wonderful and kept us well supplied, 

It just kept coming plate by plate and no-one was denied; 

Young and old together – our families who’ve roamed, 

New residents and returning ones, who look on Thorverton as home: 

And so we sang together, patriotic well-known songs, 

With thankfully dry weather – no dampening of these throngs. 

 

The children of our village brightened up the day 

With their parade of fancy dress in such a wide array, 

A herd of cows and pirates, fairies, elves and clowns, 

Green frogs and fair princesses, in wings and cloaks and crowns. 

How could one judge the “FIRST” from all the marvellous rest? 

For to onlookers indeed, everyone was “BEST”. 

 

The evening came, we joined as one and thoroughly enjoyed, 

The televised London concert, where much talent was displayed; 

More food to eat, a fine hog roast, our spirits were aglow, 

“God save the Queen” and fireworks ended the Diamond show. 

All that is really left to say is “thank you” from the start, 

To all who helped in any way, to give Thorverton new heart. 

 

Doreen Beer 
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Thorverton and District History 
Society 

 
A smaller than usual audience attended local 

historian and author Michael Laithwaite’s illustrated 

talk on Town Houses in Devon and their Continental 

Connections. 

 

The deep narrow field plots depicted in a sixteenth 

century map of Kingsbridge clearly illustrated the 

constraints placed on architects and builders of the 

Tudor period, the width of the plots determining the 

frontage of the houses. These town houses were 

usually constructed with party walls of stone or brick 

with timber framed facades and rear walls. The 

survival rate of such buildings depended largely on 

the roofing materials employed, thatch being 

particularly at risk from fire. 

 

The Manor House on the corner of Fore Street and 

Tiverton Road in Cullompton is an impressive three 

storey structure beneath four gabled roofs. Parts of 

the building, including some windows supported on 

carved brackets, date from 1603. 

 

Dartmouth retains a wealth of narrow one-room-wide 

town houses, with stepped profile to party walls 

matching the bracketed projecting plaster façades of 

the upper floors. Northern Brittany has houses of 

similar overhanging design, but with closer spacing 

of vertical timbers strengthened by diagonal 

members, whilst frontages in Bruges are often clad in 

interlocking vertical planks. 

 

Many fine examples of town houses are to be seen in 

the High Streets of Exeter and Totnes; if you look 

above the 21
st
 century shop signs of such names as 

Thorntons and Victoria Wine! 

 

An illustrated map depicting Crediton, shortly before 

the fire of 1743, shows the familiar narrow plots with 

narrow town houses cheek by jowl, some fronted by 

arcades linking the properties and protecting 18
th
 

century shoppers from the weather. 

 

The lack of natural light into such narrow and deep 

properties was sometimes improved by the provision 

of an open central courtyard, access between front 

and rear rooms on upper floors afforded by covered 

galleries. 

 

With your scribe’s attention span exceeded, the 

Chairman called time on another foray into the 

wealth of architecture that surrounds us.  
      

     

Barrie Phillips 

 

Cadbury Fun Run 

Steve Rendell – moments before he overtook the 

Editor!  
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Thorverton Cricket Club 
Focus is proud to have been able to help the Cricket Club purchase its wicket covers.  Our Chairman, Michael 

Ayre, presented a cheque to the Cricket Club Chairman, Charles Kislingbury, at a recent Colts’ evening.  Charles 

explained how successful the Colts section had been over the past ten years, with very often as many as 80 or 90 

young people taking part on a Friday evening.  It was obvious to Michael and I just how much commitment Jock 

Spry and his team put in encouraging and coaching these young players.   

 
Jock, who is also the Second Team captain, 

told us that two young players, 17 year-old 

Ben Lyne and 15 year-old Harry Choules, had 

recently each scored centuries for the Second 

Team.  They put on a 209-run unbeaten 

partnership against Clyst St George. The pair 

came together when the score was 68 for 3.  

Ben finished his innings on 107 not out and 

Harry on 103 not out when Thorverton 

declared with the score on 278 for 3 off of 44 

overs.  Sadly the heavens opened a short way 

into Clyst St George’s innings, so the match 

was eventually abandoned. 

 

Jock said “It has yet to be confirmed but we 

believe the 209 4th wicket partnership with 

both batsman reaching 100 not out is a new club record! It is great to see that all the hard work and commitment 

put in by the many coaches within the youth set at Thorverton is now paying off in our senior teams – well done 

lads!” 

 

 
Both photos by Patrick Garnett 

Harry Choules (left) and Ben Lyne (right) 

 

Neville Lane   
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The Garden in July 
Well, blooming flaming June is all I can say.  

Chocolate spot on me broad beans, blight started on 

me potatoes, grey mould appearing on me onions,  

well, about the same as last year then!!   Take a bow 

if your outside tomatoes are still looking good.  Mine 

are still in pots in the polytunnel, that is, all the ones I 

want to plant outside.  They don`t look too happy at 

this stage but they would look a lot worse if I had put 

them outside by now.  I shall put them out when the 

weather improves,  mmmmm!  And take a chance 

that they will grow away when they hit rich soil.  If 

the weather remains poor, I will pot them on again, 

but this is extra work which I don`t want at the 

moment with all the annual flowers needing to go 

outside.   

 

At Knightshayes Court, I grow Heritage tomatoes. 

These tomatoes cannot be bought from a catalogue 

and the seed is passed on from person to person.  

These tomatoes have not been `tampered` with and 

are much nearer to their wild relative.  This creates 

the lovely variation of colour and shape, all in their 

favour, but against this is the problem that they can 

look quite weak and poorly at this adolescent stage.  

They often suffer from a case of the` teenage blues`.  

Blue being not far from the truth as some of them 

take on a bluish hue.  This is not a problem and you 

completely ignore these little tantrums and plant 

them as normal; they will grow out of the `blues` and 

give you wonderful, healthy plants. 

 

From now on of course, you can plant anything 

outside without fear of frost.  So the courgettes and 

marrows have been planted.  These plants although 

they do not survive low temperatures are really quite 

tough and will manage to thrive even in the 

extremely wet conditions of recent days.  The other 

members of the squash and pumpkin family are not 

so tolerant and I have not planted them out yet.  In 

such cases, you are always weighing up the balance 

between plants becoming pot bound and not growing 

on well when they go into the soil and plants not 

doing well in the outside weather conditions.  So, 

sometimes, you just have to make a calculated guess 

and jump in. 

 

As mentioned at the beginning of this article, the 

broad beans have got signs of chocolate spot.  This is 

a nasty condition which is spread by spores and will 

eventually turn your crop to pulp if the poor weather 

conditions continue.  For my crop, this is not as 

serious as it might have been as the bean pods are 

quite well formed and will give me a good crop.  But 

it does mean that I have to remove them now rather 

than later and will not get such an extended crop.  

The broad beans will be followed by runner beans 

which are not affected by chocolate spot.  However I 

will endeavour to pick up all the leaf litter as I do not 

want the spores to overwinter in the soil. 

 

Do check your fruit at this stage.  Check for any pests 

and diseases and also check any ties that could be 

strangling growing shoots.  I keep thinking that I will 

take off the peach covers which have been on all 

winter to prevent Silver leaf and peach leaf curl.  

Both diseases are carried on the air and land on the 

plants via rain splash!  The covers remain on at the 

moment, but it is lovely to peep inside the cover and 

see the small peaches on the branches.  Another 

problem especially if your fruit is young and very 

vigorous is that the new growth can be very heavy 

and in some cases will tear the stem off the plant, 

especially if there are high winds as recently 

experienced.  In these cases, tie in new growth or do 

a little early pruning back. 

 

It is at this time of the year that 4 footed and 2 footed 

pests can be quite destructive and your cherished 

crop less productive than you anticipated.  Take all 

precautions that you can.  Keep up your slug 

protection, net your fruit such as strawberries and 

cherries if possible, but always check daily for 

trapped birds; it’s amazing how they always manage 

to find the gap!  Raspberries are ready early this year 

but almost all the other fruit is behind in ripening.  It 

will of course be ready in time so catch up with other 

jobs in the garden while you wait.   

 

One job we are all having a problem with is keeping 

on top of the weeds.  This can be a despondent task 

when they grow so fast and you can`t quickly hoe 

them off as when it is dry.  However don`t be too 

downhearted as they are unlikely to do too much 

damage to your crop except make your garden look 

messy.  I had some of the best carrots one year that I 

didn`t have enough time to weed them.  They are 

more likely to suffer from weeds if it is very dry as 

there is competition for moisture, but even then the 

weeds can provide welcome shade.  Your main 

problem is spotting if anything else is going wrong so 

be exra vigilant if the weeds are doing well.  Try and 

pull out any weeds that are flowering if you have 

limited time.  A weed is only a real problem if it is 

going to set seed all over your garden and make lots 

of extra work in the future. 

 

Apart from all of this, your perennial plants should be 

doing well, although they might need staking.  And, 

if some of your shrubs have had their moment of 

glory, don`t forget to prune them back.  If you need 

more colour, plant some annuals in between.  Cut off 

dead rose blooms and tidy up your remaining daffodil 

leaves now.  If you grow asparagus or rhubarb allow 
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these plants to rest and build up their strength for 

next year’s harvest. 

 

Whatever the state of your garden, enjoy it and don`t 

forget to take a nice glass of wine with you Neville 

while you walk around your garden at the end of the 

day [as I keep my eye on what the gardener has been 

doing! – Ed]. 

 

Happy gardening  

 

 Lorraine Colebrook 

 

Be Secure 
 

There have been burglaries in Thorverton recently.  

The Police advise that you ensure that your property 

is secure even if you are in another part of the 

property or in the garden. Do not make life easier for 

the opportunist burglar. Report any suspicious 

activity around your or your neighbour’s properties. 

If you have any information contact 101 quoting 

crime no. KT/12/881.  

 

Twenty Five Years Ago 

 

Focus July/August 1987 
 

Round and About the Village 

There were two pretty weddings in Thorverton 

Church on May 16
th
.  Miss Sally Beer, younger 

daughter of Wilf and Doreen Beer, was married at 

12-00 to Mr. Nigel Gliddon of Newton St. Cyres. 

Sally looked lovely in a beautiful white dress with 

two little bridesmaids in lemon.  Sally and Nigel are 

making their home at Stoke Canon.  Congratulations 

and good wishes. 

 

At 2-30pm Miss Heather Banks, only daughter of 

Nigel and Margaret, was married to Mr. Dean Johns 

of Exeter.  Heather’s dress was of cream material 

with one bridesmaid in peach and a pageboy in a  

Scottish kilt outfit. Another lovely wedding. The 

bride was beautiful.  Congratulations and good 

wishes. 

 

Two weddings and both so lovely and different. The 

Church was decorated for both weddings by the 

mothers of the brides and Mrs Pauline Roberts and 

Mrs Doreen Carter.  

 

1987 has certainly been a year for weddings in 

Thorverton Church.  Saturday, May 30
th
, was the 

scene of a very pretty wedding, that of Miss 

Catherine Milford, elder daughter of Derek and 

Paddy, to Mr Richard Pym.  The Church was 

beautifully decorated by the bride’s father and he is 

to be congratulated.  Catherine looked lovely in a 

white dress and her three bridesmaids were in dresses 

of peach colour.  We wish them every happiness in 

their life together in Cornwall. 

 

On Sunday, June 21
st
, John Crosse of Raddon joined 

a sponsored cycle ride from London to Brighton, 58 

miles, for the British Heart Foundation. His effort, 

which is in the region of £700, will go to the Exeter 

branch. As at the time of press we don’t know the 

result but we wish him all the luck in the world for 

such a tremendous effort. 

 

 

 

 

 

TO LET 
 

THORVERTON VILLAGE:  UNFURNISHED 2 BEDROOM 

HOUSE  

 

with gas central heating, electric cooker, fridge/freezer, washer/dryer.  

Small garden. 

 

Suit single person or professional couple 

 

01392 860843 (after 6pm) 
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Thorverton Parish Information 
 

AIR AMBULANCE EMERGENCY - QUOTE NATIONAL GRID REFERENCE 
RECREATION GROUND - Sheet 192 SS 923019 MEMORIAL HALL FIELD - Sheet 192 SS 926019 
 
Carers' Support Group  Anne Higman, Wyndham House Surgery, Silverton. 860034. 
      Meetings - 3rd Wednesday of month, Wyndham House, 2.30-4.30 p.m. 
Church (C of E)    The Revd. Douglas Dettmer, The Rectory, Thorverton. 860332 
 The Revd. Sue Sheppard, Associate Minister, Autumn Haze, Rewe, 01392  841284 
 The Revd Julia Dallen  Assistant Curate   Tel 01392 861145 Email: julia.dallen@netherexe.org  
 Mrs Margaret Lowe, Administration Manager, 07594 714590 margaret.admin@netherexe.org 
Church Wardens  Edwin Greed, Fortescue, Netherexe. 841231. 
Consort    Mary Thomas, 1 The Glebe, Thorverton. 860730. 
P.C.C. Treasurer   Jean Brown, Rydal Cottage, Bullen Street. 861176. 
Friends of Thorverton Parish Church Trust   Royston Kershaw 25 The Glebe 860419 
Church (Baptist)  The Revd. Maurice Harrison, 01884 258599. 
    Secretary Phyllis Langdon, 860932.  
County Councillor   Cllr. Mr. M. Lee. 01363 772671. 
District Councillor   Cllr. Mr. R. M. Deed. 01392 861258. 
Doctors: Thorverton/Silverton  Dr Jon Wride & Lynne Anderson / Drs O'Brien, Ziegler & Keysell 
Electricity (Western Power)  Report a loss of power: 0800 365 900 Bill Enquiries: 0800 365 000 
      Street lights 0870 556 1851 
Friends of Thorverton & Silverton Surgeries  Christine Walker, 881501 
Gas Emergency    0800 111999 
Leonard Trust  Chairman: R Hughes. Secretary: Mrs. E Hughes, 3 Dinham Mews, Exeter EX4 4EF 
Library (Exeter Mobile)   Alternate Thursdays , 16.05 to 16.55 in Quarry Car Park 
Member of Parliament   Mel Stride via 01392 823306 or mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk 
Newspaper Reporter    Jane Ristic, 53 Silver Street, Thorverton. 860054 
Parish Council Chairman  Cllr. Stuart Crang,  
Parish Clerk     Mrs Jane Lane, Stable House, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062. 
Parish Council Meetings  2nd Tuesday of month, at The Memorial Hall, 7.30 pm. 
Parish Allotments   Contact the Parish Clerk - 861062 
Parish Council Notice Board Situated in School Lane, opposite the Thorverton Arms. 
   IMPORTANT!- PLANNING APPLICATION NOTICES ARE DISPLAYED HERE 
Planning notification applications  at http://data.gov.uk/apps/planningalerts alert via email when a 
planning application is published in one’s street, neighbourhood or wider area. 

Pension Service  PO Box 93, Plymouth PL6 5WJ. 0845 60 60 265 

Police     Central Switchboard 24 Hours: 0845 2777444.  
Post Office Portacabin (TCT Ltd)  Quarry Car Park, Thorverton EX5 5NG Tel: 860455 
     Mon. to Fri : 9 am-1.00 pm., 2 - 5.30 pm. Sat: 9 am.-12 noon Sun: 9 - 10.30 am for newspapers only 
Business Manager:   Jill Blewett, Faircop, Jericho St, Thorverton 
Chair and Company Secretary: Heather Kershaw, 25 The Glebe, 860419 
Public Telephone Kiosk  Opposite the Church, outside the Bell Inn, Dinneford St. 
School (C of E Primary)   Head Teacher: Mr Olly White. 
School Governors   Chair: Clive Hamblin 861305, Clerk: Julie Cornwall 860127 
School P.T.F.A.    Chair: Natasha Carbines  860043, Secretary: Hannah James, 861075 
      Treasurer: Carole Pearn 
South West Water   24 Hour Emergency: 0800 169 1144. Helpline: 0800 169 1133. 
Thorverton Millennium Green Trust 
   Chair: Dame Margaret Turner-Warwick, Pynes House, Silver Street 861173.  
   Secretary: Lin Balkwill 860663 
 

http://mel.stride.mp/
http://parliament.uk/
http://data.gov.uk/apps/planningalerts
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Thorverton Organisations 
Amateur Dramatic Society (TADS)  

Chairperson: Colin Marshall, Vice Chair: Simon Ette, Treasurer: John White, Secretary: Alison 
Marshall. For meetings and events contact Colin Marshall on 01392 861228  

Art Group   Barrie Phillips, Crossmead, School Lane, Thorverton. 860529  
   Meet Fridays during term-time at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 am-12.00. 
Arts Exchange Louise Page, Campion Cottage, Jerico St, 860509. 

  Monthly meetings in members' homes at 8.00 pm. (see Diary) 
Association Football Club Chairman: Andy Harris, 01392 851664,  
  Secretary: David Gregory, 2 The Orchard, Brampford Speke, 841803. 
Bridge Circle Graeme Culshaw, 3 The Glebe, Thorverton 860203.  
 Meets 1st/3rd/5th Thursdays at the W.I. Hut from 7.00 p.m.. 
Brownies     Contact Hannah 07925 981786 or Lisa 860609,  

Meet Fridays during term-time, 5-6.30pm Thorverton School Hall. 
Clarinet Group            Contact Peter Mason 860727.  Meets every Thursday morning. 
Cricket Club Chair: Charles Kislingbury, Arley House, 19 Church St, Silverton. 860270 
      Secretary: M C Denford, 14 Moorlands, Tiverton EX16 6UF 01884 255076 
   Fixture Sec: J Meredith, 190 Mincinglake Rd, Exeter EX4 7DS 01392 272504 
Exe Valley Practice Patient Participation Group   Chair: Sheena Hunter-Hedges 860843, Secretary: 
Anna Mews 860769. Meets quarterly at Thorverton Surgery (see Focus and surgeries for dates) 
Focus Magazine Chair: Michael Ayre, Ratcliffe Farm, Thorverton.  
  Editor: Neville Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062. 
  Secretary: Jane Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062. 
  Treasurer: Bob Swaffield, Schiehallion, School Lane, Thorverton 01392 860309 
Friends of Silverton & Thorverton Surgeries  Coffee Mornings in the Lamb Inn, Silverton.  Held at 10-
12 noon on the last Thursday of every month except December 
Golf Society Players of Thorverton Care of Exeter Inn, 01392 860206 
Guides                       Contact Lisa 860609, Meet Wednesdays during term-time, 7-9pm Memorial Hall 
History Society  Chair: Bill Stamper, Dunelm, Raddon, Thorverton. 860214 
   Programme Secretary: Beryl Coe, 5 The Glebe, Thorverton 860876. 
Ladies Group Meet 2nd Thursday of month, (Venue and time - see Focus Notices). 
Memorial Hall Committee Chair: Mike Shelton, Tel: 861027, mshelton44@hotmail.co.uk 

  Treasurer/key holder/bookings: Jeff Grace. tel. 860489. jeff.grace@tiscali.co.uk 
  Secretary: Roger Fieldhouse. tel. 860768. r.fieldhouse@exeter.ac.uk 

Memorial Hall Market   2nd Saturday of the month, at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 - 11.00 am. 
Thorverton Pre-School   Rachel Mildon (Chair) - 861707 / thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com 
 Mon 9.am-11.45am, & 12.45pm-3.15pm & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm, 
 Tues/Weds 9.am-11.45am & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm, 
 Thurs 9.-11.45am; 12.45pm- 3.15pm & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm. during term-time, 
 At Thorverton Primary School site 
Thorverton Ambling, Rambling and Tramping Society (TARTS) 

  Caroline Prince 07749 775304 or Graeme Culshaw 860203 
See notices of walks in Old Post Office Window Bullen Street. 

Toddler Group Contact : Hannah Calder 860808 
Wednesdays, during term-time, at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 a.m.-11.30. 

Rainbows     Contact Jean 860105 or Penny 861136, 
Meet Tuesdays 3.45-4.45 Thorverton School Hall 

Royal British Legion  Chairman/Hon.Sec. P Furneaux, Hillcrest, Thorverton 860227, 
paf@furno.co.uk 

   Hon. Treasurer: Alex Fice 
Women's Institute  Secretary and Bookings: Sue Maguire 01392 860631 

W.I. Meeting. 1st Tuesday of the month at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
  Whist, 4th Tuesday of the month, at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
W.I. Market & Coffee  4th Saturday of the month at the W.I. Hut. 10.00 am. to 11.00 am. 

mailto:mshelton44@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:jeff.grace@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:r.fieldhouse@exeter.ac.uk
mailto:thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com
mailto:paf@furno.co.uk
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The Exe Valley Practice 

Dr JON WRIDE and Dr LYNNE ANDERSON 
 

The Surgery, The Berry    The Surgery, 3 Coach Road 

THORVERTON EX5 5NT    SILVERTON EX5 4JL 

Tel: 01392 860273      01392 860176 

Fax: 01392 860654     01392 861598 

www.exevalleypractice.co.uk 

exevalleypractice@nhs.net 

 

 

Opening times 

 
 GP on duty Thorverton Silverton 

Monday Dr Anderson 08:30 – 18:00 08:45 – 12:30 

Tuesday Dr Anderson 07:30 – 18:00 Closed 

Wednesday Dr Anderson am 
Dr Wride pm 

08:30 – 17:00 14:30 – 18:00 

Thursday Dr Wride 08:30 – 19:30 Closed 

Friday Dr Wride 08:30 – 18:00 08:45 – 12:30 

 

Surgery times 

 
 Thorverton Silverton 

Monday 15:00 – 17:15 09:00 – 11:45 

Tuesday 07:30 – 11:30 
15:00 – 17:00 

Closed 

Wednesday 09:00 – 11:00 15:00 – 17:45 

Thursday 09:00 – 11:15 
16:00 – 19:00 

Closed 

Friday 15:00 – 17:30 09:00 – 11:30 
 

 

There are no surgeries on Saturday or Sunday, but a doctor will be on call for emergencies only on 0845 6710 270 

 

REPEAT PRESCRIPTIONS (Monday to Friday) – You can request your repeat prescriptions by calling our 

dispensary on 01392 861622, or by using our online repeat prescription request www.exevalleypractice.co.uk. 

Please note that 48 hours notice is required for all repeat prescriptions. 

 

We accept credit\debit card payments for prescriptions 

 

We now operate a home delivery service for housebound registered patients. Please contact us on 01392 860273 for 

more information. 

 

 
 
 
 

http://www.exevalleypractice.co.uk/
mailto:exevalleypractice@nhs.net
http://www.exevalleypractice.co.uk/
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Wyndham House Surgery 

Fore Street, Silverton, EX5 5HZ 

Telephone: 01392 860034 

Outside surgery hours please ring 0845 671 0270 

To access the Emergency Out-of-hours Service 

Fax: 01392 861165 

www.wyndhamhousesurgery.co.uk 

Day/Dr Dr Anthony O’Brien Dr Emma Ziegler Dr Nick Keysell 

Monday 09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

09:00 – 11:30 

14:00 – 16:00 

 

Tuesday 09:00 – 11:30 

14:00 – 16:00 

 09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:00 

Wednesday 09:00 – 11:30 09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:00 

 

Thursday  09:00 – 11:30 09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:00 

Friday 09:00 – 11:30 

14:30 – 16:00 

 09:00 – 11:30 

Please note: The doctors are happy to speak to you on the phone instead of an appointment. Please request this from 

reception when you telephone.  

Surgery hours: Monday - Thurs. 08:30 - 18:00 

Friday 08:30 - 17:00  

Dispensary hours: Monday - Thurs. 09:00 - 12:00 and 14:30 - 18:00 

                    Friday 09:00 - 12:00 and 14:30 - 17:00 

Repeat prescriptions can be ordered online via our website. We now accept credit/debit card payments for prescriptions. 

We also operate a home delivery service for housebound registered patients.  

Please contact our reception or dispensary for more information. 

: OUR NEW WEBSITE WAS LAUNCHED IN JANUARY. IT IS AN INTERACTIVE SITE AS WE ARE KEEN FOR PATIENTS 
TO BE ABLE TO FEED THEIR IDEAS INTO THE SURGERY SO WE CAN CONTINUE TO IMPROVE OUR PROVISION OF 
TOP QUALITY, HOLISTIC, MEDICAL CARE IN OUR RURAL COMMUNITY. PLEASE VISIT THE SITE, PARTICIPATE IN 
THE SURVEYS AND SIGN UP TO THE REGULAR NEWSLETTER.  
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Waste Collection Dates for 2012 
 

a) Recycling and brown bins   b) General refuse 

 

Generally on Mondays unless stated 

July 2
nd

, 16
th
 and 30

th
     July9th and 23

rd
 

August 13
th
 and 28

th
 (Tues)    August 6

th
 and 20

th
 

September 10
th
 and 24

th
     September 3

rd
 and 17

th
 

October 8
th
 and 22

nd
     October 1

st
, 15

th
 and 29

th
 

November 5
th
 and 19

th
     November 12

th
 and 26

th
 

December 3
rd

 and 17
th
     December 10

th
 24

th
 

 

 

Mobile Library  
Thursdays, fortnightly, from 16.05 - 16.50 in the Quarry Car Park by Thorverton Post Office. 

July 5
th
 and 19

th
 

August 2
nd

, 16
th
 and 30

th
 

September 13
th
 and 27

th
 

October 11
th
 and 25

th
 

November 8
th
 and 22

nd
 

December 6
th
 and 20

th
 

 

 

Bus Services 
Turner's Tours / Carmel Coaches (bus 678) Mon-Fri. 10.09 from The Berry and the Baptist Chapel.  

Return 13.35 from Exeter bus station, Stand 5. 

 

Stagecoach (service 55B) Mon-Sat (except Bank Holidays)  

To Tiverton: 07.55, 10.10, 12.10, 14.10, 16.10, 17.29 (this is the 155 service;  on Saturdays it is the 55B and runs at 

17.10), 18.10 from The Berry and Broadlands.  

Return from Tiverton Bus Station: 07.40, 08.35, 10.45, 12.45, 14.45, 15.55 (Mondays to Fridays term-time only), 

16.45, 17.45. 

 

To Exeter: 08.05, 09.00, 11.10, 13.10, 15.10, 16.20 (Mondays to Fridays term-time only), 17.10, 18.10 from The 

Berry and Broadlands.  

Return from Exeter Bus Station: 07.30, 09.45, 11.45, 13.45, 15.45, 17.05 (this is the 155 service; on Saturdays it is 

the 55B and runs at 16.45), 17.45.  

 

Stagecoach 55 service runs pretty much every half-hour in each direction along the Exeter-Tiverton road, stopping 

at the Thorverton turn (the Ruffwell). Please consult Stagecoach 55 Group timetable for details of this service. 

 

Stagecoach free service to Somerfield's, Broadclyst, from Broadlands on Tuesdays 14.00. 

 

Stagecoach offers a variety of concessions for regular commuters, shoppers, children, students and jobseekers as 

well as one-day unlimited-use Explorer tickets. Further details from Stagecoach: 01392 427711 or 01803 664500 or 

www.stagecoachbus.com or www.devon.gov.uk/devonbus. 

 

Devonbus Timetable Information: call Traveline 0871 200 2233 Timetables available at the Post Office 
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Diary 2012 
Please notify FOCUS Editor of additions or changes. 

(Email: focusonthorverton@yahoo.co.uk or phone Neville Lane on 861062) 

 

JULY 
Tues 3

rd
  Allotment Holders Quarterly Meeting at The Exeter Inn, 7.30pm 

Wed 4
th
  British Legion Branch Meeting, Exeter Inn 7pm 

  Thorverton Country Show SOS Meeting, Exeter Inn 8pm 

Thurs 5
th
 Silver Dancers, the Dolphin Group, Thorverton Arms, 10.30am 

Sat 7
th
  Allotment Holders’ Barbecue, Allotment Site 4.00pm 

  WI, ‘Exeter Leukaemia Fund’, Speaker from Charity, WI Hut 

  Thorverton’s Got Talent, Memorial Hall, 7.30pm 

Sun8th  Newton St Cyres Revels, Recreation Ground, Newton St Cyres, 12-5pm 

Fri 13
th
 -Sun 16

th
  Thorverton Family Camping Weekend,Bigbury on Sea 

Thurs 19
th
 Silver Dancers, the Dolphin Group, Thorverton Arms, 10.30am 

Fri 20
th
  Devon Historic Churches Trust, Coffee Morning, 3 Silver St, 10am 

Sat 21
st
  Tennis at Raddon Court 4pm- dusk 

Tues 24
th
 Exe Valley Practice Proposed New Surgery Meeting, Memorial Hall 8pm 

Thurs 26
th
 Arts Exchange, Footprints, at 25 The Glebe Farmhouse, 8pm 

Sun 29
th
 SWEGA Grasstrack Racing at Ratcliffe Farm 

 

AUGUST 

Sat 4
th
  Silverton Street Market 

Tues 7
th
  WI ‘Journey Across America’ by Marion Crang, WI Hut 

 

SEPTEMBER 

Mon 3
rd

  Allotment Holders’ Quarterly Meeting, Exeter Inn 7.30 pm 

Fri 7
th
  Village Organisations’ Showcase evening at Memorial Hall from 7pm 

Sat 8
th
  Allotment Holders’ Barbecue, Allotment site, 4.00 pm 

Sun 16
th
 Family Dog Show & Car Boot Sale, Chamberlains Farm, Rewe, 1pm 

Sat 22
nd

  SWEGA GrassTrack Racing at Ratcliffe Farm 

Thurs 27
th
 Arts Exchange, Randomness, at Campion Cottage, 8pm 

 

OCTOBER 

Fri 19
th
  Family Harvest Supper, Memorial Hall 6.30pm 

 
  
 

 

 


