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Editorial  

 

Phew!  It was been another hectic month in 

Thorverton.  We have plenty of evidence of that in 

this month‟s Focus and it looks like we have an even 

busier month ahead of us.  Much more of this and I 

will have to give up work altogether.   

 

Since my last editorial we have had a street party in 

the village to celebrate the Royal Wedding; council 

elections;  TADS‟ murder mystery; the Annual Gas 

Up;  and the East Devon Arts Festival and Church 

Week, to name just a few things.  I am pleased to be 

able to include a report of each in this edition. 

 

I have also included an interview that I had recently 

with our District Councillor, Bob Deed, following 

his re-election in May.  I was surprised to hear just 

how busy the role of a District Councillor was.  I am 

hoping though that Bob will have the time to give us 

occasional reports for Focus over the next term.  The 

councillor posts on the Parish Council were, sadly, 

uncontested this time, but I am pleased to note that 

the Council has just co-opted people to bring their 

number up to the right level (that news is hot off the 

press and probably takes unfair advantage of a 

“special” relationship – I think that this is the current 

term for it - with the clerk!).  I wish the Council well 

in gripping the challenges facing the village and 

steering us through.  

 

Looking forward to June, we have the Country Show 

on 11
th
 and 12

th
 June, so let us hope for good weather 

that weekend.  I also note that there will be a chance 

to look around some Thorverton gardens on 26
th
 

June, as a fund-raising event for the Pre-School, 

whose new building is now complete. 

 

I don‟t normally push events in surrounding villages 

quite so much as those in our village, but I would 

like to draw attention to the Garden Party opera 

event in aid of Force being organised by Opera 

Speke for 19
th
 June.  This has the makings of a lovely 

afternoon and evening. 

 

Do keep telling me about events and sending in 

articles so that I can reflect the full range of village 

activities.  

 

Neville Lane, Editor 
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Letters 
 

From District Councillor Bob Deed of The Cider 

House, Raddon 

 

I am indebted to Commentator for raising a couple of 

issues regarding Council services in last month‟s 

issue. 

  

First, the “administration charge” being levied by 

Mid Devon Leisure Centres.  Annual Membership 

for Mid Devon‟s three Leisure Centres in Crediton, 

Cullompton and Tiverton is currently available at a 

monthly fee of between £18.50 and £35.70 

depending on the number and type of activities 

chosen and one‟s age group.  The “administration 

charge” is a one-off payment at the time of joining 

which covers the member for all activities in the 

band they have chosen from payment until the date 

of the first monthly direct debit taken from their bank 

account.  This could take up to four weeks.  

Depending on how often one uses the Leisure Centre 

during this initial period, this “charge” could be 

really good value.  The “administration charge is £20 

from 1
st
 June. 

  

Second, the issue of charges at waste tips (such as 

Ashley).  These are run by Devon County Council.  

There is a considerable amount of misunderstanding 

regarding charges.  There continues to be no charge 

for normal garden and household waste.  There is a 

charge for a limited number of large items for 

disposal and a charge of £2 per bag has been 

introduced for soil and building rubble. 

  

Whilst writing, I reported last month that the 

Concessionary Bus Passes are valid on the 0910 

hours service to Exeter from Thorverton.  This 

service has been retimed, to leave Thorverton at 

0900 hours.  The Concessionary Bus Pass is valid on 

this service. 

 

 

From Sylv Gregory of Broadlands 

 

I would like to thank those who sent cards and words 

of condolence for the sudden and unexpected passing 

of my Mum on May 14
th
. 

 

 

The following two letters echoed sentiments 

expressed by many about the Street Party to 

celebrate the Royal Wedding at the end of April: 

 

From Claire Cousins, Cubberley House, The Berry 

  

It was lovely to have a party in my front yard without 

my having to do the washing up or clearing up.  

 

Congratulations and thank you to those who 

organised the Street Party on 29th April. It was a 

great success and a happy occasion. I think the whole 

of Devon could have been fed with the sandwiches 

and cakes provided. Royalists and a sprinkling of 

anti-royalists all seemed to enjoy the village get-

together and feeling of community. 

 

All it needed was someone to sing Rule Britannia 

but, then, you can't have everything. 

 

From Dame Margaret Turner-Warwick of Silver 

Street 

 

A huge thank you to all the people who organised the 

fantastic street party to celebrate the Royal Wedding.  

It reflected the true spirit of Thorvertonians of all 

ages, but we would not have had the opportunity to 

demonstrate this without the enthusiasm and energy 

of some wonderful people.  A very big thank you to 

all of them. 
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Thorverton Parish Council  

 

Report of the Annual meeting of the Parish 

Council 
 

 
 

 

The New Council 
The uncontested election held in May saw just six Councillors being returned to office –Michael Ayre, Stuart 

Crang, David Mitchell, Graham Sims, John Spivey and Peter Thomas.  After making their respective Declarations 

of Acceptance of Office, Cllrs unanimously elected Cllr Crang to the office of Chairman and Cllr Sims to the 

office of Vice-Chairman.  It was agreed that committee representatives would be decided at the June meeting, it 

being hoped that Council might be at full strength then, following co-options. 

 

Planning Matters 
a. To note planning decisions to date of meeting:- 

(i)Ref 07/00123/FULL/NMA/Split. Conversion of threshing barn and outbuildings to live/work unit. Court Barton. 

Split decision. 

(ii) Ref 11/00360/FULL. Erection of shed for storage of straw and 2 tractors. Raddon Barton. Approved. 

b. To consider planning applications received to date of meeting:- 

(i)Ref 11/00520/FULL. Application to replace extant planning permission 08/00601/FULL (to extend time limit). 

Erection of garage. Cob End, School Lane. 

(ii)Ref 11/00653/CAT Notification of intention to fell 1 cherry tree within Conservation Area. Bell Inn. 

(iii)Ref 11/00618/FULL. Application  to replace extant planning permission 08/00488/FULL (to extend time 

limit). Erection of two dwellings. Bell Inn.  

c. Development Management Development Plan Document – Council agreed to call a meeting on 24
th
 May to 

consider its response to the Issues and Options Report. 

 

Annual Parish Meeting 

Mr John Scott of the Community Council of Devon gave an interesting report on the Housing Needs 

Survey, which had been carried out in February. After analysis of the results, it had been concluded that, 

of those who replied, 91% were in favour of a small affordable housing scheme for local people and that 

the total need was for nine rented and six shared ownership affordable homes. 
 

Financial Matters 
Council approved the end of year accounts for 2010-2011 and also agreed the Annual Return. 

 

Other Items 

D/Cllr Deed informed the Council that he was in future likely to have responsibility for Community Well being 

matters. 

 

The next meeting of the Parish Council will take place in the Memorial Hall on Tuesday, 14
th
 June 2011 at 

7.30pm. 

An agenda is displayed on the Parish Notice board prior to meetings and minutes are displayed once they have 

been approved by Councillors. 

 

Telephone: 01392 861062, email:Thorvertonclerk@aol.com 

 
Jane Lane, Parish Clerk 
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Notice Board  
 

 

THORVERTON 

COUNTRY SHOW 

 

Opened by 

TONY BEARD 

THE WAG from WIDECOMBE 

 

DINGLE FINGLE 

MOUNTED GAMES 
 

FAMILY DOG SHOW 

TERRIER RACING 

Tiverton Town Band, Ed Chanin 

Vintage Vehicles -Stalls- Craft/Food Tent  

Country Crafts etc. 

Children‟s Entertainer –Flea Circus 

 

11th & 12th JUNE 

 
Ratcliffe Farm 

 
10.00- 5.00 

Tickets £5 (adults) £3 (children) 
Ring 860827 for more details 

 
Music Fest – Sat 7.00- midnight 

Free Entry to evening Entertainment 
 

 

Thorverton Arts Exchange 
 

At Arts Exchange meetings we share our 

enthusiasms for writing, music, painting, film, craft 

etc. with one another. 

 

Usually there is a theme to our choices, but 

occasionally an individual member will take 

responsibility for a whole evening. 

 

The meetings take place in members' homes at 8.00 

p.m. on Thursdays. The next meetings are: 

 

June 9
th
  Strange Experiences, Newcourt 

  Farmhouse 

July 21
st
 Work, Pynes House 

 

New members are always welcome. For further 

information contact Louise Page or Rob Purvis, 

Campion Cottage 860509. 

Thorverton Church Consort Practices 
 
Thursdays at 7.45 p.m. to 9 p.m. in church, 
June 16

th
, 30

th
 

July 7
th
 

July 14
th
 Party 

 

 Junior Consort practices 

 
Mondays, 3.30 p.m. to 4.30 pm., in school 
June 13

th
, 27

th
 

July 14
th
 - party + family 

 

 

Sylv & Anne‟s 

 

CHATTER CAFÉ 

 

Tea/coffee, Home-made cakes 

WI Premises 
2-30pm to 4-30pm 

All welcome. 

Every Monday 

Excluding Bank Holidays 

Look forward to seeing you 

 

Charity number 229868 
 

WI TRIP 
(Open to all) 

 

Sherborne Castle/Abbey/Town 

August 6
th 

 

Details to follow 
 

TAG 
Thorverton Art Group 

 

FRIDAYS FROM 9:30 

 
Thorverton Memorial Hall 

 
New members welcome 

 

Charity No. 229868 
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Event in aid of Hospiscare 

 

17
th

 June, 6pm 

at the University of Exeter 

 

Meet the legendary Martyn Lewis 

 
Martyn will talk about his long career. The evening 

will be hosted by former Spotlight presenter Teresa 

Driscoll at the prestigious XFI Centre at Exeter 

University. The tickets are just £15 and include 

sparkling wine and canapés.  Buy from Hospiscare 

on 01392 688020. 

 

 

 
 

Second Sunday Folk Music 
at 

The Thorverton Arms 
on Sunday 12

th
 June 

(and every second Sunday in the month) 

Lunchtime 
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House and 

Garden 

Teas 
 

Come and spend an 

afternoon visiting our 

historic home and gardens 

 

Open between 2pm & 

5pm 

on Bank Holiday Mondays 

and Wednesdays & 

Sundays 

in June, July & August 

 

House tours 2.30pm & 

3.30pm 

Groups welcome by 

arrangement 

 

This Year 

Season tickets for local 

residents 

Garden open under the 

National Gardens Scheme 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Fursdon, Thorverton, Exeter, EX5 5JS 

 

For further information telephone 

01392 860860 

 

e-mail admin@fursdon.co.uk 

 

or visit www.fursdon.co.uk 

 

Holiday 

Accommodation 

 
2 stylish private 

apartments in the Manor 

House  

  

sleeping 6 & 3 

with stunning views 

 

Self catering 

Open all year round 

 
 

VisitEngland **** Gold 

Award 
 

The Exe Valley Film Society 

 
THE KINGS SPEECH (PG) 

 
Director: Tom Hooper.  Starring: Colin Firth, Geoffrey Rush, Helena Bonham-Carter 

 
Made in 2010, this film swept the boards at every major Film Award event, including winning Oscars for 
Best Film, Best Actor, Best Screenplay and Best Director. As King George VI reluctantly takes the 
throne following the abdication of his brother, he enlists the help of an unorthodox speech therapist to 
help with his stammer. This unlikely friendship has powerful personal and professional consequences for 
both. 

Thurs 30th June  7.30 for 8.0pm  Brampford Speke Village Hall 
 

All welcome – members £1, non-members £5. Bring a bottle, a snack if you wish and enjoy the 

friendly, relaxed, candle-lit atmosphere & free popcorn! Enquiries 01392 840072 

mailto:admin@fursdon.co.uk
http://www.fursdon.co.uk/
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Thorverton Open Gardens 
On Sunday 26

th
 June, ten delightfully different 

gardens will be opening to raise money for 

Thorverton Pre-School. Gardens large and small 

- eight are within walking distance of the village 

centre and the other two, Beers Farm at Cadbury 

and Fursdon House, are a few minutes‟ drive by 

car and well worth a visit!  

 

To gain entry to the gardens, a „Garden Passport‟ 

will need to be purchased.  These will only be 

available from 'The Sycamores', Bullen St, OR 

Beers Farm in Cadbury from 1pm on the day.  

 

Passports will cost £5 and allow one adult entry 

to all the gardens. Children are free but must be 

closely supervised please! We regret that no dogs 

are allowed.  

 

So come along and enjoy a stroll around the 

gardens; delicious cream teas, ice creams and 

cakes will be available, as well as plants for sale 

in selected gardens. Also a fun „Childrens Trail‟ 

to keep the younger ones entertained -  

something to find in each garden - so a good 

afternoon out for every age! 
Rachel Mildon 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

For one night only come and experience a true 

taste of 1950s America on your doorstep. Bring 

the whole family to enjoy dinner in a fun 50s 

atmosphere. No frills American style food at 

great prices plus bar serving a range of alcoholic 

and soft drinks. Then if you're in the mood for 

more - continue the experience with a jive on the 

dance floor to some 50s classics! 

 

Tables available from 5pm 

Last table sittings 8pm 

 

Tables MUST be booked in advance – 

please call Nic Fice on 01392 860318 

or e-mail nicfice@hotmail.co.uk 
 

All proceeds to Thorverton Pre-school 
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Grand Charity Garden Party 

 

Sunday June 19th at 3pm  
at Heron Court, Brampford Speke 

 
Events like this don‟t happen very often. A 

glamorous occasion starting with a champagne 

and strawberry reception, a Devonshire cream tea 

and a splendid supper with fine wines, all 

outdoors in a superb garden with grand marquees 

to hand should the weather demand. As well as 

the wining and dining, we will be watching a 

wonderful production of Richard Strauss‟ great 

comic masterpiece Der Rosenkavalier. This 

marvellous opera will be shown indoors on a 

large screen. The day is expected to end around 

9.30pm. 

 

We are hoping to raise £500 for Force, a local 

cancer charity who do outstanding work with 

cancer patients, and whom we are proud to be 

supporting. With this in mind, we would like to 

ask for a donation of £15 for the garden party, of 

which at least £12.50 will go to Force. 

 

Unsurprisingly, invitations are flying out of the 

door. So, if you‟d like to come, give me a call on 

01392 841770. Be quick, you won‟t want to miss 

it!  See you then. 

 
Jane Barnard-Smith, Opera Speke 

 

Bickleigh‟s - Last Night of the Proms 

 

Saturday July 2nd 2011  5pm-9pm 
  

The Bickleigh community is holding a “Last 

Night of the Proms” event in Joan‟s Orchard, 

next to the School and Village Hall, on Saturday 

July 2nd and would like to invite people 

from neighbouring parishes and villages to join 

in the fun and celebration.  

 

From 5pm arrive with rugs and picnics ready for 

musical items from pupils of Bickleigh Primary 

School at 6pm, followed by songs from the 

Tiverton Barber Shop Group and a medley of 

musical numbers from Tiverton Town Band.  

 

Refreshments can be purchased from the BBQ, 

Ice cream van and Licensed Bar, flags can be 

waved and song sheets provided to join in the 

well known songs and choruses.  

 

Entry is free to all but to fund the evening and 

hopefully realise good profits for the Tiverton 

Hospiscare Appeal we will be holding a Prize 

draw and inviting donations. We would love to 

see you and have our fingers crossed for lovely 

summer evening weather.  

 

Further information from either Thom 

Thompson 01884 855309 or David Meredith 

01884 855210 
 

 
How to find Arrow Aviation’s premises at Little 

Stone: 
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Summer Events at Poltimore House 

 

What are your plans for summer evenings this year?  

You are invited to spend them in the atmospheric 

setting of this great historic Devon House and its 

Grounds, now fallen into disrepair.  

Poltimore‟s Summer Concert and Theatre Series 

showcases some of the region‟s most talented artists.  

Refreshments by donation.  Arrive from 6pm and bring 

a picnic.  Book soon! 

 

 

Shepherd on the Rock 

Friday 17 June 7.30pm 

A programme of classical music with Janet 

Macdonald, Philip Bonser, Iain McDonald and 

Margaret Chave.  Featuring Schubert‟s masterpiece 

as well as music by Finzi, Fauré, Mozart and Tartini. 

Tickets £10 (£8 for Friends of Poltimore house).  

 

Dear Brutus 

Thur 23, Fri 24 and Sat 25 June 7pm 

Cygnet presents James Barrie‟s fantasy play with 

acts performed in the imposing aspect of Poltimore 

House and Grounds.  Go on, Coady: lead the way… 

Tickets £12 (concessions £10). 

 

Opera Gala 

Friday 8 July 7.30pm 

Following the success of the opera concert last year, 

we are delighted to present favourite arias, duets and 

ensembles taken from grand opera and operetta 

including Mozart, Puccini and Verdi.  Tickets £10 

(£8 for Friends of Poltimore house). 

 

Twelfth Night 

Fri 15 and Sat 16 July 7pm 

If music be the food of love, play on…  The Idle 

Theme Theatre company presents William 

Shakespeare‟s timeless comedy in the wonderful 

open air setting of Poltimore‟s gardens. Adults £10, 

Children £5, Families £25 (2 adults /2 children).  

Arrive early from 6pm with a picnic to enjoy in the 

grounds.  Interval drinks by donation in the saloon 

Warm clothing and a rug recommended.   

 

Booking Information:  For Dear Brutus only – 

Cygnet Box Office 01392 277189 or 01392 277189.   

For all other events please send a cheque made 

payable to „Poltimore House Trust‟ enclosing a SAE 

to Summer 2011 - <insert the name of the event>, 

Poltimore House, Poltimore, Exeter, EX4 0AU. 

 

On 19 June Poltimore will be hosting its first Craft & 

Food Fair (11am to 4 pm).  Plenty of live 

demonstrations with craft products and food for sale.  

Admision £3 for adults. 

 

 
Crediton Parish Church 

AN EXHIBITION WITH FLOWERS 
 

‘Let There Be Light’ 
 

Sat 4
th

 – Thurs 9
th

 June  

10.30am – 8.30pm daily (Thurs closes 

5.00pm) Sunday 11.00am – 6.00pm 
 

FREE ADMISSION 
Refreshments available – Coffees, lunches, teas etc 

Free Parking – Art Exhibition 

 

Parties and Disabled visitors welcome 

General information from Sue Tremeer on 01363-

776336   stremeer@yahoo.co.uk 

mailto:stremeer@yahoo.co.uk
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Parish Church Services and News 

June 2011 SERVICES & INFORMATION 

The Netherexe Parishes - A Mission Community in the Diocese of Exeter  
 

2 June 2011 Ascension Day 

 

06:30 pm Mission Community Service  

 Holy Communion  [C] Cadbury HD & DD 

 

5 June 2011 Sunday after Ascension Day 

 

09:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Brampford Speke    HD 

10:00 am Service With A Smile  ☺  Brampford Speke   Lay-Led & HD 

10:00 am Service of The Word   Poltimore  Lay-Led  

10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Thorverton   DD  

11:15 am Service of The Word   Rewe  Lay-Led  

11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Upton Pyne  HD  

02:00 pm Baptism    Thorverton  DD  

06:30 pm Evening Prayer [BCP] Huxham    HD     

06:30 pm Evening Prayer [BCP] Newton St Cyres     DD     

 

12 June 2011 Whitsun [Day of Pentecost] 

 

08:00 am Holy Communion  [BCP] Thorverton    DD & JD 

10:00 am Holy Communion   [C] Thorverton Country Show Lay-Led & HD 
 Mission Community Service   

03:00 pm Baptism   Thorverton  HD 

03:00 pm Service of The Word   Netherexe  JD 

  

19 June 2011 Trinity Sunday   

 

09:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Upton Pyne    DD 

10:00 am Holy Communion     [C] Cadbury H Whitty  

10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Cowley   HD 

10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Poltimore  DD  

11:00 am Joint Service      Thorverton Baptist Church    Baptist Officiant 
   Joint with Parish Church   

03:00 pm Installation of Prebendaries  Exeter Cathedral 

 Including the Revd Sue Sheppard 

05:00 pm Service With A Smile   ☺  Stoke Canon Lay-Led   

 

26 June 2011 Trinity 1 

 

09:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Huxham   DD 

10:00 am Service of The Word   Cadbury  Lay-Led  

10:00 am Family Service   Thorverton  Lay-Led   

10:00 am Service of The Word   Upton Pyne   Lay-Led  

11:00 am Patronal Festival & Holy Communion  [C] Newton St Cyres   HD 

11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Rewe  SS 

06:30 pm Service of The Word   Stoke Canon  DD  
 Farewell to Hilary Dawson 

 

3 July 2011 Trinity 2  

 

08:00 am Holy Communion  [BCP] Newton St Cyres  DD 

10:00 am Service With A Smile   ☺ Brampford Speke   Lay-Led  

10:00 am Service of The Word   Poltimore   Lay-Led  

10:00 am Holy Communion & Baptism [C] Thorverton   DD  

11:15 am Service of The Word   Rewe  Lay-Led  

11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Upton Pyne   DD 

06:30 pm Evening Prayer [BCP] Cadbury    DD     
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Services in the Netherexe Parishes 

Your parish churches aim to provide a variety of services to meet the needs of the whole community.  Most Sunday services, 

except those early in the morning, include hymns and music.  Everyone is welcome at all services. 
 

Service with a Smile ☺These Family Servicee are designed for all ages and with the needs of young children 

Brampford Speke & Stoke Canon  especially in mind.  They are informal and contemporary in style often including a 

And Family Services Thorverton  children‟s activity at the beginning, without communion.    Services usually last about 35 

Newton St Cyres  minutes and are followed by refreshments. 

Young Peoples Group [YPG] Young people‟s group meeting during the 10:00 am service at 

  Thorverton on the first Sunday of the month in school term time. 

Holy Communion  [C] Traditional Service in contemporary language [one hour] 

Holy Communion  [T] Traditional service in traditional language [one hour] 

Holy Communion  [BCP] Traditional service in traditional language [one hour 

Service of The Word  [SW]  Morning or Evening Service [without communion] in contemporary language 

Morning Prayer [BCP] Traditional Morning Service [Mattins] from the Book of Common Prayer [one hour] 

Evening Prayer or [BCP] Traditional Evening Service from the Book of Common Prayer [one hour] 

Choral Evensong 

 

DAILY SERVICES – Usual pattern 

 

Monday 09:00am Morning Prayer at Stoke Canon Chapel 

Tuesday 09:00 am Morning Prayer at Thorverton  

Tuesday  06:00 pm Evening Prayer at Rewe 

Wednesday 09:00 am Morning Prayer at Thorverton  

Thursday 09:00 am Morning Prayer at Thorverton  

Thursday 05:00 pm Evening Prayer at Newton St Cyres  

Friday 09:00 am Morning Prayer at Thorverton  

Saturday 09:00 am Morning Prayer at Thorverton  

 
 

Variations: Wed 1
st
 Jun No Morning Prayer at Thorverton  

 Tue  7
th

 Jun No Morning Prayer at Thorverton  

 Fri 10
th

 Jun No Morning Prayer at Thorverton  

 Wed 15
th

 Jun Holy Communion at Thorverton 09:30 pm [BCP] 

 Tue 21
st
 Jun Pentecost Celebration of Holy Communion at Thorverton School 09:15 am 

 Wed 22
nd

 Jun Pentecost Celebration of Holy Communion at Thorverton School 09:15 am 

 

Who’s Who …..? Abbreviations Key 

 

DD The Revd Doulas Dettmer Rector 01392 860332 

SS The Revd Sue Sheppard Associate Minister 01392 841284 

HD The Revd Hikary Dawson Assistant Curate 01392 841928 

JD The Revd Julia Dallen Assistant Curate 07733 673842 

 

Family Services of the Word marked ☺ are led by Lay Teams.  For more information about the Netherexe Parishes please see 

www.netherexe.org  or contact: 

 

Mrs Margaret Lowe [Administrator] Tel: 07594 714590 - Tuesday & Thursday [08:30 – 16:30] 

Email: margaret.admin@netherexe.org 

Correspondence:  The Netherexe Parishes, PO Box 734, Stoke Canon, Exeter, EX5 4WP. 

 

Would you like a lift to church?  May we offer you a lift to the parish church or to a joint service elsewhere?  

 

For transport to Sunday services  from locations in Thorverton parish, please ring Steve Rendell on [01392] 

860780.   

To arrange a lift to the weekday Holy Communion at Thorverton please ring Margar et Turner-Warwick on 

[01392] 861173 

For transport from locations in Newton St Cyres parish please contact Mrs Charlotte Dyer on [01392] 851618 

For transport from Cowley parish please contact Major Clive Rendle on [01392] 257389 

For transport from Rewe please contact Guy Sheppard on 01392 841284 

http://www.netherexe.org/
mailto:margaret.admin@netherexe.org
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Parish Letter 
 

 „Be who God meant you to be and you will set the 

world on fire.‟ These words of Catherine of Siena 

may well sound familiar.  They were the opening 

words of the Bishop of London in his sermon at the 

recent Royal Wedding. His point was that being 

together in marriage is a way in which two people 

can help one another to become their deepest and 

truest selves, and give generously to the world 

around them.    

 

The important word is „together‟. William and Kate 

are setting out as a married couple, but every human 

being is joined together with other people in all sorts 

of ways.  We all need time and space on our own, but 

we are also part of different communities: family, 

friends, church, chapel, village, school, social groups 

etc. Being together can help us to flourish and thrive, 

whilst also showing us how we can contribute to our 

common life. 

 

Just a quick glance at our village magazines reveals 

an abundance of ways to spend time together, 

especially at this time of year - fetes, craft fairs, arts 

festivals, shows, coffee mornings, lunches, cricket, 

Brownies, WI, skittles, garden clubs to name just a 

few!  One of the many things which make these 

villages so special is the wealth of events and 

gatherings on offer - opportunities to spend time 

together, to support our communities, develop our 

skills and talents and, most of all, to make friends 

and care for one another.  

 

On Sunday June 12
th
 at 10:00 there will be a Mission 

Community service at the Country Show ground in 

Thorverton.  It will celebrate Pentecost, when we 

remember the disciples receiving the gift of the Holy 

Spirit.  Those first followers of Jesus came together 

to form the earliest church, sharing their gifts to 

build a community which praised God, cared for 

those in need and shared things in common.   

 

Everyone is welcome to come and share in this 

informal, short service.  As well as celebrating 

Pentecost, perhaps we can give thanks for the 

communities of which we are a part and for our life 

together.  Perhaps we can think and pray about the 

future, so that together we can become more like the 

people God means us to be, ready to set the world on 

fire.   

 

At the end of June, I will be moving away from the 

Netherexe Parishes to take up a new post in the 

Colyton Mission Community.  It has been an 

immense privilege to spend my curacy here.  Thank 

you for your friendship, care and support.  We have 

loved being part of this community and making it our 

home for three years. We leave with many happy 

memories of our time spent here „together‟ with 

everyone who lives, works and worships in this 

place. 

 

Revd Hilary Dawson 

 

 

 

 

Baptist Church 
 

There are few more magical experiences than a 

carpet of bluebells in an ancient wood in springtime. 

English bluebells are a wonderfully deep shade of 

blue and they always bow in the same direction as if 

to some unseen lord. It is an amazing experience to 

be on an island and witness a haze of bluebells 

merging with the blue of the sea and the sky. Earth 

and heaven are united in glory. 

 

There are no special flowers associated with the 

Ascension of Jesus, but it would be good to call 

bluebells Ascension bells, because his Ascension 

unites earth and heaven. The gospels are full of 

arrivals and departures, much like airports, which is 

why they are exciting places with their cosmopolitan 

crowds, modern technology and teamwork. It was not 

like that for the departure of Jesus into heaven. There 

were no glamorous buildings-just a hillside; no 

bustling crowds-just 11 villagers; and no glistening 

aircraft or uniformed crew-just two men in white. 

Every Church should be an outpost of heaven- a 

place in which to prepare to depart this life and a 

place to realize that we belong to a great 

international family that spans the globe. 

 

The bluebell is a hyacinth. Hyacinth was a youth 

loved by Apollo, a Greek god and hero, who 

accidentally killed him with a discus. Jesus is the 

fulfilment of all of the best super-heroes-Odysseus, 

Aeneas, Arthur and especially David. The Christian 

story is one of love, but the hero did not die as the 

result of an accident. There is no need to be “led 

away by diverse and strange teachings”, Jesus said 

“God gave his only begotten son, so that all who 

believe in Him should not perish but have everlasting 

life” 

 

Some news from a recent monthly news letter from 

our Link Missionaries, Mark and Andrea Hotchkins 

in Chad: 
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To say that Andrea and I are busy would be a 

definite understatement as we are now the only 

doctors for the hospital. Since we opened two and a 

half months ago, the clinical work is increasing each 

week, up to 60 new patients to be seen each day and 

about a dozen inpatients. There have been about 40 

babies delivered and we have one planned operating 

list each week during which Andrea and I give 

anaesthetics to each other‟s patients. It is great to see 

the hospital developing a good reputation so quickly 

and being able to witness to the love of God as we 

bring affordable health care to the local population. 

With the medical cover being solely our 

responsibility , the mobile phone network is a real 

advantage as we can leave the hospital in the hands 

of the nurses and midwives and still be able to give 

advice and if absolutely necessary return. This means 

that we get to Church each Sunday. 

 

Ruth and Rebecca are in the midst of their mid-term 

break. Two weeks set aside so that those who want to 

can go skiing. We are still in Guinebor 11 with 

temperatures slowly creeping up past 40 degrees at 

mid day as the hot season approaches. It is not only 

hot but also dusty with an almost continual wind 

blowing off the desert to the north. 

 

The Baptist Church gives a warm welcome to all 

who would like to join with us on a Sunday morning 

at 11-00am, or any Wednesday morning at 10-00am 

in the Schoolroom for a Prayer Meeting and a cup of 

coffee. 

 

Phyllis Langdon     Church Secretary 

 

Christian Aid Week 
 

The Christian Aid Collection is over for another 

year.  I would like to thank all collectors and givers 

for all the help and hard work that you have given in 

this year‟s collection. The total has not been finalised 

as yet, hopefully that will be in next month‟s Focus. 

Thanks too for all those who signed their gift aid 

forms;  that gives Christian Aid so much more cash 

to help the world‟s poorest people. 

 

If anyone missed the collector in your area, and 

would still like to support Christian Aid, you can 

either take it to the Post Office in Thorverton, or 

Ferndale, Bullen Street, Thorverton, or ring me on 

01392 860932, and I will collect it. 

 

Again, my grateful thanks. 

Phyllis Langdon      Local Organiser   

 

Thorverton Pre-School 
 

Thorverton‟s new Pre-School is open! 

 

I‟m delighted to be writing to tell you that 

Thorverton‟s new Pre-School building has been 

completed!  Having watched the project grow in 

front of their eyes, the children are rather excited as 

they start in the new facility on 6 June, after half-

term.  We have been given the go-ahead from Ofsted 

to operate in the new facility and will now be able to 

take children from 2 ½ years of age, something new 

for Thorverton Pre-School.  

 

The Pre-School committee is currently busy 

organising an official opening ceremony which will 

take place on 10
th
 June. Whilst this event is by 

invitation only, we will be opening our doors to 

everyone in July as part of our first joint celebration 

of learning with Thorverton Primary School, so 

please do put 7
th
 July in your diary – everyone is 

welcome. 

 

The committee, staff, parents and children would like 

to express sincere thanks to everyone who has been 

involved in or supported the development of the new 

Pre School facility in any way, shape or form. The 

„Buy a Brick‟ campaign alone raised over £5,000 

towards the cost of the build, however we can‟t stop 

here!  Don‟t miss our forthcoming events including 

the Open Gardens on Sunday 26
th
 June and the 1950s 

American Family Diner that will be open for 

business on Saturday 9
th
 July (please see the Notices 

section for details of these events).  

 

If anyone would like to find out more about the new 

Pre-School facility, opening hours, care for 2 ½ year 

olds or to arrange to visit a session in progress, 

please call Sarah Mitchell on 01392 860450 or the 

Pre-School number (during session time) 0775 

4206031. 

Rachel Mildon 
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Thorverton School Concert 
Thorverton C of E Primary School recently held 

a concert to celebrate the musical talent of the 

children. 

 

Tim and Kaitlyn, class 3, write:  

“At the end of last term we had a concert with 

lots of people taking part and a large audience.  

We liked the guitars – they were all in sync and 

stayed in tune. Harry played a good solo.  The 

recorders and choir sang and played, sometimes 

together. We thought there was a nice balance 

and joyful harmony. 

 

Bede wrote music to his mother‟s poem which 

they played and sang happily. Some of us had 

already heard it around the camp fire at night on 

a visit to Fursdon House. Maisie played a piano 

solo which sounded very difficult and fast. 

 

Alfie composed a song, “Just Believe” which 

was uplifting and if you felt down it would make 

you feel more lively. 

 

Leah‟s song was “Autumn is Here” and made us 

feel like those Autumn days when you kick up 

leaves. 

  

The concert went well and everyone enjoyed it. 

Class 1 children were particularly engrossed! 

People were singing the tunes afterwards and we 

all went home happy.” 

 

 
 

Arthur, class 1 writes: 

“Mummy and Bede‟s song made me really 

happy. It was half happy and half sad. I want to 

write a song with Mummy.” 

 

Anna, class 3 writes: 

“I enjoyed the Music Assembly because I was 

singing, playing recorder and guitar. I loved all 

the songs and music and the rest of the school 

was a brilliant audience. I love music and singing 

and the whole assembly was great. My favourite 

bit was playing in the guitar group.” 

 
 

Chloe, class 1 writes: 

“I liked the music assembly because it was calm 

and I liked the recorders because they played 

them down and high.” 

 

Daisy and Erin in reception drew interesting 

pictures of the choir and guitar players. 

  

Thank you to the writers of these reviews.  

Congratulations to all the children who took part 

in the concert. Keep practising!  
 

Mary Thomas 
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Reg. Charity No. 203776 

 

Thorverton Country Show 
 

I wonder how many of you spotted the mistake in last 

month‟s Focus (I did, but unfortunately  not until I 

saw a printed copy, sorry – Ed). I must apologise to 

those of you who regularly read our articles. My 

computer was having a “silly” time and kept saving 

items I had deleted. Hence you got last year‟s write 

up! 

 

The last minute details are now well in hand. By the 

time you read this the programme will have been 

produced. We  have car stickers and posters up – and 

plenty of spares if you have not got yours yet (please 

see Jean White), the big signs are up and the 

entertainment organised.  

 

But to make the weekend a real success:  

 

YOUR COUNTRY SHOW NEEDS YOU! 

 

We are desperately short of volunteer to date and 

Anji has slots empty for car park attendants, draw 

ticket/programme sellers, catering, wagon conductors 

etc. Please see Anji or any other committee member 

if you would be prepared to help. The earlier you 

book in the more likely you are to be able to have the 

time slot you would like. All helpers get a free pass 

to the Show. 

 

Another way of getting that free entry is to sell some 

draw tickets for us. We need to raise as much as 

possible in advance of the Show so this would be a 

great help. Sell £25 worth of tickets and get a free 

pass as a thank you. 

 

We are really looking forward to welcoming Tony 

Beard, the Wag from Widecombe to the Show this 

year. He will open the proceedings on Saturday. 

 

Our theme this year is the Circus. We are delighted 

to welcome back Dingle Fingle and his sidekick 

Slippery Sid with their Aston Martin car. When they 

were with us last in 2005 the car actually broke down 

and we had to get the AA out to repair it. They have 

never forgotten Thorverton!!!!! 

 

Also back after a break are the Mounted Games 

association. Their fast moving horseback team races 

are great fun to watch. 

 

Keeping to the theme of Horses, local rider Ed 

Chanin will give a dressage display each day. Ed is 

an accomplished rider and has taken part in many 

national and international competitions for the 

disabled.  

 

Music this year will be supplied by the Tiverton 

Town Band. They currently have a full trophy 

cupboard after a very successful season of 

competitions in 2010. They hope to do even better 

this year. 

 

New to the Show this year, for children of all ages (!) 

is the Flea Circus. Colin John will also be with us 

so there will be plenty of entertainment for the 

children inside and outside the main ring. 

 

With the Kyrton Archers, Craft and Food Tent, 

Books & Bric-a-brac shop, assorted Trade stands, 

Bouncy Castle etc.  There is something for everyone 

to enjoy. 

 

The Show runs from 10.00am – 5.00pm.  

 

Admission is £5 for adults, £3 for children 4-16 and 

Free for 3 and under. 

 

We look forward to seeing as many of you as 

possible on the site over the weekend. 

 

Jean White 

 

 

 

Jack Yeandle – the story 
continues 

Further news on Jack, who has just signed to play 

rugby for Doncaster Knights next season.  Doncaster 

play in the English Championship, ie the division  

 

 

immediately below Exeter Chiefs who are in the 

Premiership, so Jack should get the chance to test his 

mettle against some high quality players.  Well done 

Jack. 
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Thorverton Under-12s Football 
 

Results for April as follows:- 

  

2nd April 5-2 win against Brixington Blues. 

5th April 1-4 loss against Alphington. 

9th April 3-3 draw with CS Falcons. 

16th April 11-1 win against Ottery. 

27th April 1-2 loss against Exwick. 

30th April 1-1 draw with Cullompton.  

  

Another mixed bag of results for the Thorvy youth, 

resulting in them finishing 6th in the league this 

season, winning 10 games out of 22, drawing 3 and 

losing 9, scoring 69 goals. The boys have done very 

well considering how many games they have had to 

play with the bare 11.  The last few weeks the boys 

have had some friendlies to try and attract some new 

players. The boys beat Honiton 6-1 they lost at 

Cullompton 5-7 and then destroyed Heavitree 9-1 

with some fantastic football admired by the fans.  So 

the season is over now and the boys can have a well 

earned rest ready for the new season with hopefully 

some new faces and some great football to be 

enjoyed by all. 

   

Thank you to Mike and Dom for all your managing 

and patience - it‟s all worth it in the end!  Thank you 

to Jack Andrews for looking after the pitch - it 

always looks great and the boys appreciate playing 

on it.  Thank you to all the loyal supporters who turn 

up in all weathers to watch the boys. 

 

Well done Thorverton Youth and all the best for 

2011-2012 in the under 13s league.  

 

Natasha Carbines 

  

 

Thorverton Under-9s Football 
 

End of 2010-2011 season report 

 

This was the first season of league football for the 

new Thorverton under 9s team.  We had a hard act to 

follow given the recent success of the two 

Thorverton Football Club men‟s teams (league and 

Cup winner) and the older boys (last season‟s under 

11s) won their cup.  It was also manager Kevan 

Davies‟ first time in charge of a league team.  The 

team plays in the Exeter and District league and 

played 31 games, winning 17, drawing 5 and losing 9 

times.  The team finished a very creditable 9
th
 place 

in the league. 

  

The manager said "I'm extremely proud of all 13 

boys in our squad. We played some lovely football 

throughout the season with the emphasis very much 

on attack and the 112 goals we scored bear testimony 

to that.  We were the leagues sixth highest scores. 

 

We still have a lot to learn but the boys are keen and 

eager to improve.  One of the most pleasing things 

for me was that we played the games in the right 

spirit and I was told my several opposition managers 

what a nice bunch of boys the Thorverton football 

team are. Also I'd like to thank all the boys‟ parents, 

their support has been fantastic, they have helped me 

in coaching and in setting up and taking down all the 

training kit.  I could not have done it without them." 

  

The team also had a good cup run before losing 3-0 

in the quarter-finals to CS Tigers who eventually 

shared the cup with League winners Brixington 

Blues.  The team are entered into two tournaments 

this summer one in Tiverton and the other in Newton 

St Cyres.  We'll let you know how we get on. 

 

Kevan Davies 

  

 

Footballers required for Thorverton Youth U10s 

football club 

  

We are looking to add new players (particularly 

defenders) to strengthen the existing squad for next 

season.  

 

We have had a wonderful first season in the league 

(finishing 9th out of 32!).  We are a friendly club on 

and off the field and would welcome new players to 

attend our training sessions on Saturday mornings.   

 

We have our own pitch and have a really good set-

up.  

 

Please call Kevan Davies (the manager) for an 

informal chat on 01884 839 436 or on 07944 091 

028.    

 

 

 

Gas Up 

 
I am pleased to report that John Lee‟s Gas Up held in 

May raised £1,100 for the Devon Air Ambulance.  

This was a fantastic effort again – the tenth year that 

John has run the event and the second time that he 
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has raised more than £1,000.  Well done John for 

putting together another great event. 

 

The photo (below), taken by Barrie Phillips, is of a 

rare WJ Flower & Co engine with centrifugal fan 

cooling, but then you probably already knew that. 

 

 
  

 

I Don’t Believe It 
 

Whilst few readers of this parish magazine will shed 

a tear over the demise of Osama bin Laden, the 

manner of his death and subsequent rejoicing left me 

feeling uneasy and no safer.  

 

As my regular reader will know I leave commentary 

on politics and religion to others, but with elections 

safely out of the way I will venture an opinion on the 

referendum. With the AV system widely and 

successfully used in electing councils of many 

learned organisations, I couldn‟t get very excited 

about the method of electing our MPs. That is 

because AV still allows those in favour of “first past 

the post” to record one vote. There are surely more 

important issues which have merited our 

consideration - Iraq, Afghanistan and Libya, even the 

West Lothian question and the shambolic 

inequalities of devolution.   

 

I‟ve often thought the humble sticking plaster, 

invented circa 1920, had a basic design flaw – it 

being almost impossible to remove the two halves of 

backing without touching the gauze pad. This is of 

little concern in clean conditions, but such dressings 

are often applied as first aid, remote from washing 

facilities or other help. However, at a recent Hancock 

session I noticed the backing is now divided one-

third/two-thirds, allowing removal without 

contaminating the pad. That‟s progress, and in less 

than 100 years! 

 

The spectacle of the Royal Wedding and celebrations 

of millions of happy Royalists made such a pleasant 

change and I thought the television coverage was 

excellent, keeping me glued to the screen well 

beyond my normal attention span. At one stage I 

thought a footballer‟s wife might even force a smile 

– but it was not to be! 

 

                                                              Commentator 

 
 
 

SILVERTON STREET MARKET 2011 

 

Saturday 6th August is the date of Silverton's Street 

Market this year and we extend a warm welcome to 

all Thorvertonians and readers of Focus.  The theme 

this year is "Devon, Glorious Devon".  Click on the  

website www.silverton.org.uk to find out about 

famous Devonians and get ideas on Fancy Dress!  

There will be all the usual attractions including the 

Tug of War Finale.  The Ladies Home Team were 

vanquished once again last year by the Thorverton 

Ladies, but it was a closer match than previously and 

we hear they have been practising, so we do  

hope the Thorverton Ladies will grace us once again 

with their presence and give us a chance for revenge! 

Stalls for the Street Market are selling out fast - you 

can book one via the website or phone 01392 

860415. We look forward to seeing you  

all across the River! Best wishes from Silverton 

Street 

 Silverton Street Market Committee 

 

http://www.silverton.org.uk/
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Arts Festival and Church Week  

 
 

Photo by John Spivey

 

 

Once again Thorverton rose to the challenge and our 

church was transformed into an art gallery, craft 

exhibition and restaurant.  Many visitors both local 

and from further afield enjoyed their visit. Sales were 

good and the church was filled with lively 

conversation, laughter and appreciation of the 

wonderfully varied work on display. We are very 

grateful for our exhibitors, some new, and many who 

have been coming for years, who share their talents 

with us. 

 

 
 

  

 

 

Such a week cannot happen without the commitment 

of so many people that it would be impossible to 

name them all. Some are obvious in the Church; 

selling, stewarding and serving food. Many more 

work unseen; cooking, organising and setting up 

displays and creating wonderful floral displays.  

 

All these generous donors of time and effort have 

helped to raise money for our church and have also 

helped to build our community.  

 

During the week there was also a Treasure Hunt 

enjoyed by all ages and a quiz at the Thorverton 

Arms and Saturday was fine for the Street Fair. The 

beautiful young calf, whose weight and name we 

were encouraged to guess, was a popular new 

addition to the fair this year. 

 

The accounts are not yet finalised but a provisional 

total for the Arts Festival including refreshments is 

£5,600. It is not yet possible to give a figure for the 

other Church Week activities so look out for the next 

edition of Focus! 

Many thanks to you all. 

 

Heather and Royston Kershaw and Jean Brown 
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Amongst the items on display in the parish church 

was the Community Wall-hanging by Thorverton 

Craft Group and Upstream (see photo right) 

 

Results of the calf competition run by Ed Greed:  

Sybil Tulloch correctly guessed the weight of the 

calf; Jules Jeffreys guessed the name – Swallow.  

£60 was raised from this competition. 

 

We also had a successful Treasure Hunt with 29 

people taking part, raising £49.  Winners were 

Margaret, Tim and Helen Ratcliffe.  I thought that 

some of you who did not take part in the Treasure 

Hunt might, nevertheless, like to give it a try in your 

own time.  I will reproduce the trail in the next 

edition of Focus so that you can try it over the 

summer. 

 

 
Photo by John Spivey 

 
 
 

If you have helped in ANY WAY with the East Devon Arts Festival at Thorverton 
Church, then please come to a gathering on  

 

Wednesday June 8th from 6.30pm at Thorverton WI Hut. 

 
Please bring a plate of food and something to drink plus a friend, 
spouse or partner if you wish. 
 
Heather, Royston 01392 860419 and Jean 01392 861176 
eastdevonarts@aol.com 

mailto:eastdevonarts@aol.com
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TADS Murder Mystery 
 
Congratulations to members of TADS who put on a thoroughly absorbing evening’s entertainment in 
performing a murder mystery written and directed by Sylvia Wakeham.  The cast was: 
 
Lady Pearly Gate Sheena Hunter –Hedges  Sandy Gate, her brother-in-law  John White 

Cole Gate, her son Annabel Shelton  Olive, Cole's sister  Mandy Plumridge 

Hermione, Olive's friend Sue Lake  Barbie Doll, Cole's fiancée Mary Ette 

Lady Noseigh-Parker Stephanie Shelton  Sir Arthur Noseigh- Parker Mike Shelton 

Captain Bexhill  Simon Hedges   Miss Orange     Gill Edwards 

Bill Creme  , Cole's friend Gus Christiansen Hamish, the butler  Simon Ette 

Elsie, the maid  Sylvia Wakeham  Music and bar   Bob Hyde    

Front of house  Sue Hyde and Jean White 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Photos by John Spivey
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An Interview with District 
Councillor Bob Deed 
 

The District Council election results saw Bob Deed 

re-elected to represent Cadbury Ward.  He was very 

grateful for this continued support and was pleased 

that he had been challenged.  I found time in Bob‟s 

busy diary to interview him for Focus. 

 

I asked Bob what made him go into local politics.  

He told me that he had not been a political animal, 

but when he arrived in Thorverton in early 1992 he 

was persuaded by Michael Lewis to canvass for 

Angela Browning.  Bob enjoyed the experience of 

listening to people‟s concerns on their doorsteps and 

soon he became chair of the local branch of the 

Conservatives.  That was the stepping stone.  As 

councillor, it was clear to me that Bob had found 

some satisfaction in being able to put something back 

into the community, through work with the Audit 

Committee and the Decent and Affordable Homes 

Policy Development Group. 

 

I wondered how political he found it being a District 

Councillor.  Bob told me that much of the time 

representatives act in an apolitical way, trying to do 

their best for their ward and the District, but 

occasionally there are times when being in a political 

grouping can be an advantage.  He noted the 

difficulty that the independent councillors sometimes 

have in working together in agreeing policy; while 

political groupings are better able to support a 

decision and then ensure that it is followed through.   

 

He was particularly pleased at the way in which the 

Council had been able to get the District‟s finances 

in far better order over the last four years, starting 

from a very shaky position.  Bob pointed out that as a 

result, even with a cut in Government grant this year, 

the Council had not needed to cut services, although 

he acknowledged that this would be a further 

challenge next year with a further cut in Government 

grant. 

 

Bob told me how his role had now changed on the 

District Council.  He is one of the seven Executive 

members running the council and, as such, he would 

need to devote even more time – this really was 

pretty much a full-time job now.  In the past perhaps 

a third of his time was spent directly working for 

those in his Ward, the rest of the time on District 

matters more generally. Last winter Bob recalled 

having spent 14 Monday evenings – often very cold 

and wet ones at that – going round villages and 

towns throughout the District, as Member Champion 

for Council Tenants, seeking out tenants‟ views.  

 

Bob is now the Portfolio holder for Community 

Well-Being, responsible for the three Leisure 

Centres; partnership working; community 

development; working with the police; grants; 

community transport; food hygiene and water 

standards; and health and well-being of the 

community generally.   

 

I asked Bob what difficulties he sometimes met with 

as a Councillor.  He said that he was frustrated at 

times at how long it can take to get answers or to 

make things happen.  However, generally I felt that 

Bob had a positive outlook to the job and didn‟t let 

things get him down. 

 

Bob talked about the local issues that he saw as 

being important over his coming term.  Apart from 

the budget, he mentioned housing issues (of which 

we are well aware in Thorverton) and transport 

issues, for example provision of bus routes to small 

villages where the routes are uneconomic.  He also 

felt that parish councils would have to think more 

creatively about ways of ensuring that adequate 

services are provided in a number of areas. 

 

If you do wish to contact Bob, please call him on 

01392 861258 or email him at 

bdeed@middevon.gov.uk. 

 

Neville Lane 

 

 

 

mailto:bdeed@middevon.gov.uk


Focus on Thorverton  Vol. 42 No.6 -June 2011 

 

22 

Legal Eagle 

 

This month we shall continue our look at the Mens 

Rea of criminal offences and in particular, 

„recklessness‟. 

 

Some criminal offences but by no means all, allow 

the prosecution to establish „recklessness‟ as an 

alternative form of Mens Rea to „intention‟. Such 

offences are often referred to as crimes of basic 

intent in contrast to those offences that can only be 

committed intentionally which are referred to as 

crimes of specific intent. 

 

Historically „recklessness‟ has developed by way of 

two separate approaches, namely a subjective and an 

objective approach. Both require that the accused 

took an unjustifiable risk. Subjective reckless 

requires proof of a certain state of mind on the part 

of the accused in relation to the result occurring. This 

fits with the prevailing view that an accused person 

should only be convicted if found blameworthy. 

Objective recklessness on the other hand does not 

require any state of mind on the part of the accused. 

 

Subjective recklessness is sometimes referred to as ‘ 

Cunningham recklessness‟. This is a reference to 

the case in which the subjective test emerged. The 

accused tore the gas meter from the wall of an 

unoccupied house in order to steal money from it. In 

so doing he fractured the gas pipe and leaking gas 

seeped into a neighbouring house where it was 

inhaled by the owner of the property whose life was 

endangered. The accused was charged with and 

convicted of, the offence under s23 Offences 

Against the Person Act 1861, namely, maliciously 

administering a noxious substance so as to endanger 

life. 

 

On appeal, the conviction was quashed because the 

trial judge had directed that „ maliciously „ means 

with malice. The Court of Appeal held that „ 

maliciously „ requires proof that the accused 

intended or was reckless to causing the result. In 

relation to the requirement to prove recklessness it 

was held that this would be established where the 

accused was aware that the result could occur but 

nevertheless went on to take the risk. 

 

Objective recklessness only every applied to offences 

under the Criminal Damage Act 1971 (CDA 1971) 

and emerged from the case of Caldwell [1971]. The 

accused set fire to a hotel in which people were 

staying. He entered a plea of not guilty to a charge 

under s1(2)(b) and (3) (CDA 1971 ) claiming that he 

had not been aware that his conduct could endanger 

life. On appeal, the House of Lords redefined 

recklessness for the purposes of criminal damage. 

The House held that there were two types of 

recklessness, namely, the accused could be reckless 

in the subjective sense but in the alternative, the 

accused could be found to be reckless by creating an 

obvious risk of damage, which he had failed to 

consider. Obvious in this sense meant obvious to the 

reasonable person. 

 

The objective test came in for a deal of criticism as it 

failed to take account of the mental state of the 

accused at the time of the offence. This is graphically 

illustrated by the case of Elliott –v C (a minor) 

[1983] in which a 14 year old schoolgirl, in a 

remedial class at school, who had been out all night 

without sleep, entered a garden shed. She found 

white spirit which she poured on the carpet in the 

shed and ignited it. The shed was destroyed by the 

fire. The justices found her not guilty of an offence 

under s1(1) (CDA 1971). They reached this decision 

on the basis that because of her age, limited 

understanding, lack of experience of white spirit and 

exhaustion, the risk of destroying the shed would not 

have been obvious to her or been appreciated by her 

if she had given thought to the matter. The 

prosecution appealed, and the appeal was upheld on 

the grounds that a reasonable adult would have 

appreciated the risk. Robert Goff L.J: said during the 

course of his judgement that whilst he agreed with 

the decision he did so simply because he believed 

himself to be constrained to do so by authority. 

Moreover he felt he would be lacking in candour if 

he were to conceal his unhappiness at having to 

reach the conclusion that he felt compelled to reach. 

 

The unhappiness expressed by Robert Goff L.J: and 

others, led to a reconsideration of the law in G and 

Another [2003]. Two boys, aged 11 and 12 were out 

camping. They entered the back yard of a shop where 

they opened up a bundle of newspapers, set some of 

the papers alight, and threw the lighted papers under 

a wheelie bin leaving them to burn. The fire spread 

and over £1m of damage was done to adjacent 

premises. They were charged with causing criminal 

damage by arson. The jury were directed in 

accordance with the objective test which took no 

account of their youth and lack of maturity. They 

were convicted. Their appeal to the House of Lords 

was successful. The House held that the decision in 

Caldwell was wrong; offences under the Criminal 

Damage Act and related offences require the 

prosecution to establish that the accused was aware 

of the risk of causing the result. On the facts, the 

accused lacked the awareness and they were entitled 

to an acquittal. 
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The consequence of this decision is that subjective 

recklessness is now required for all offences that can 

be committed recklessly. 

 

Next month we shall start to look at offences against 

the person.     

 

Clive Hamblin 

 

 

Memorial Hall News 

 
 

 
May Market 

  

This was well attended and thanks to Penny and her 

team for the Big Breakfast, also it was good to see 

John and Jean back with their plants and baskets. 

  

The May prize draw winners were: 

  

Chicken Dinner - Robt.Thompson 

  

Fox's Biscuits - Dorothy May 

  

M&S Swiss Chocolates - Lue Ashworth. 

  

Thorverton Pre-School will be moving to their new 

premises in June, we will be sorry to see them leave 

and would like to thank them for their support and 

we look forward to seeing them again at events at the 

hall. 

  

The Committee would like to thank everyone who 

continue to book and support the hall for functions. 

  

The Murder Mystery which was held at the hall was 

a fun evening and I would think enjoyed by everyone 

and made even more interesting by the lights fusing, 

our thanks to Alan Balkwill for donating his time to 

repairing the fault. 

  

There will not be a market in June as it is the 

Thorverton Country Show that weekend and we hope 

the sun shines brightly and wish them every success 

this year. 

 

Sarah Addicott 

 

Twenty-Five Years Ago 

 

From Focus  1986 
 

The Children‟s Crusade 

 

One night, in the year 1212, a boy called Stephen of 

Cloyes, had a dream about forming a crusade. In the 

crusade there would be innocent children, and no one 

else. Stephen of Cloyes went to see the king of 

France, but he refused to take the boy very seriously. 

Then Stephen went to see Pope Innocent 111 and he 

lent his support. So Stephen said” Shall I go and get 

some children to go on the crusade?  The Pope said 

“If they will not go bring them to me and I will put a 

spell on them, so when they die they will go to hell”. 

Stephen went to get boys and girls from different 

towns and villages on the way. In the end he got 

about thirty thousand children.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On the walk to Jerusalem, to free the cross, many 

died of hunger and other things. The Pope offered 

Stephen food but Stephen said God would provide. I 

would have thought Stephen later wished he had 

taken the food. 

 

Then they came to the Mediterranean Sea. Stephen 

said Christ had said in the dream that the sea would 

open up but it did not. After a long wait two men 

said they would take them to Jerusalem on a free trip. 

These two men, called William the pig and Hugh the 

Iron, took them to North Africa to sell them as slaves 

at Arab Slave Markets. It is said that only a very few 

crusaders returned, in some cases after eighteen 

years of imprisonment.  I would of thought that they 

were thankful to be alive. 

 

Thomas Walling. 
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How it all started 

 

Away back in 1956 I was general secretary of the 

British Council of Churches. In a garden flat below 

our home lived Janet Lacey, the director of the 

Council‟s department of Inter Church Aid and 

Refugee Service. One evening she came upstairs 

after supper, and said “I‟ve had an idea”. It was that 

the Churches in each locality should be challenged to 

go out to their whole community and offer the 

Churches‟ channel as a way of responding to the 

needy of the world. So it came about that I was the 

first person ever to hear of that massive nation-wide 

observance that came to be called Christian Aid 

Week. (It later gave its name to the whole work) 

 

In 1957 the first Week was held in some two or three 

hundred places; it raised about £30,000. This year 

(1986)it is likely to be observed in well over two 

thousand places, and it is hoped that towards 

£6million will result. 

 

The week is an odd one; it is without a Sunday. In 

that first conversation Janet Lacey said to me, “We 

won‟t ask for a Sunday; I know what you parsons are 

like about special Sundays”. But on the Sunday 

before the Week few services will be without special 

prayers for this great united action by the Churches. 

Kenneth Slack   (Director of Christian Aid  1975-

1982) 

 

 

Garden Club 
 

On Saturday 30
th
 April we held our annual Spring 

Flower Show in the Village Hall at Upton Pyne (see 

following report).  This was extremely well attended 

and a very enjoyable day.  Christine Grundy has 

taken over as Show Secretary and she did a splendid 

job, ensuring that the day ran very smoothly. 

 

By the time this goes to press we will have had our 

May meeting on “The Artist‟s Garden”.  Our talk in 

March by Chris and Judy Yates on the subject of 

roses was extremely informative.  Many people 

experience problems with roses and they were able to 

solve quite a few of them. 

 

On 16
th
 June we will be having our annual outing – 

this time to Hartland Abbey in North Devon.  It 

promises to be a very pleasant day so hopefully the 

weather will be fine. 

 

If anyone is interested in joining the Garden Club or 

would like more details please give me a ring on 861 

205.  We are a small informal group and new 

members are always welcome. 

 

Ros Rowlerson 

Secretary 

 

SPRING FLOWER SHOW 

 
Held at Upton Pyne Village Hall, Sat April 30

th
  

 

At the end of a beautiful April, once again our 

friendly and informal show was a great success, with 

105 entries for flowers, foliage, cookery and 

creations by adults and children.  This year a few 

people managed to show late daffodils and tulips but 

for most of us these had flourished earlier in the 

lovely weather we had enjoyed and were over by the 

30th, however there were many beautiful displays of 

spring flowers and potted plants to admire and judge, 

and the prizes were shared amongst several people. 

 

Our only professional judge was very impressed with 

the quality of the jam and jelly, muffins and lemon 

cake, and the children‟s cup cakes, and he 

particularly liked the winning raspberry jam. 

 

Anyone who saw the photographs displayed must 

have admired the high standard of the wonderful 

close-ups and wildlife in the garden - foxes, deer, 

frogs, insects and many more.  However only one 

junior entered a photo of “My best friend”, and it 

would be nice to see more children‟s pictures next 

time. 

 

Arranged displays called “The wedding” - very 

topical of course - and the various model animals, 

caused everyone some amusement and it is 

interesting to see how these subjects can be 

interpreted! 

 

During the afternoon people were able to sit down 

and enjoy tea and the delicious homemade cakes, 

which were so popular that they were completely 

sold out by the end of the show. 

 

It was lovely to see so many people visit the show, 

and I hope that word will get round so that next year 

there will be even more entrants and visitors.  

Meanwhile thanks to everyone who helped set up the 

hall, and all those who entered the competitions, and 

all who helped to make the show a success. 

 

Chris Grundy 

Show Secretary 
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TARTS news 
 

 

Thorverton Amblers Ramblers and Trampers 

 

On Saturday 21
st
 May a select band of TARTS 

enjoyed an eight mile walk along the Avon Estuary. 

Starting in Bantham we took the ferry across to 

Cockleridge spit, walked up across Bigbury golf 

course and high above the estuary, eventually 

walking along the tidal road into Aveton Gifford 

where we had lunch at The Fishermans Rest. After 

lunch we worked off the calories by taking a green 

lane leading out of the village and back above the 

estuary, taking in some fantastic views out to Burgh 

Island, and some lovely shaded woodland. We saw 

some amazing wildlife on the way – you can read 

more about that in Jennys‟ article so I won‟t 

duplicate it here! 

 

Future walks and events 

 

 

Saturday 4
th
 June – walk in North Cornwall led by 

Lin; coast, fields and canal paths. 

 

Saturday 18
th
 June led by Jenny – possibly Dartmoor 

 

Saturday 2
nd

 July - leader to be decided 

 

Saturday 16
th
 July – longer walk led by Graeme 

 

Saturday 6
th
 August – a 5 ½ - 6 mile walk near Zeal 

Monachorum led by Titch and Rob, followed by an 

excellent lunch at The Garden Cottage. Note the 

earlier start time of 09.15. Lunch is from a set menu 

for £10 and needs to be pre booked by 4
th
 June.  

 

Saturday 20
th
 August – leader to be decided. 

  

All walks meet outside The Bell at 0930, and are 

suitable for dogs unless otherwise stated. Shorter 

walks are usually 4 – 6 miles in length and longer 

walks 6 – 9 miles, however precise details of each 

walk (length, gradient, lunch information etc) will be 

displayed approximately a week before the walk in 

the Old Post Office Window and on the village notice 

board. If you would like to be included on the email 

list contact Caroline (861002) or Graeme (860203). 

 

Caroline Prince 

Upstream Dolphin Group 
 

New games and craft groups 

 

Upstream, with support from awards for all, is now 

helping to get a games group and a craft group up 

and running at The Thorverton Arms on alternate 

Tuesdays at 10:30am. 

 

So if you were inspired by all the wonderful fabric 

crafts at the arts festival, have an unfinished piece in 

the back of your cupboard or just enjoy having a go, 

then come and join us. We will bring some materials 

with us but feel free to bring your own materials or 

finished work to share with us.  We are planning to 

have a go with felt at least once in June. 

 

For those of a more competitive nature there will be 

pool, darts and other games. Again do feel free to 

bring your favourite game along to challenge others. 

 

These groups are open to all and the cost for the 

session is the price of a cup of coffee. It will run  

 

 

 

every other Tuesday before the Senior Citizens lunch 

group. Dates are on the diary page. 

 

For more information on Upstream, phone 01363 

778029 or look on our web site: www.upstream-

uk.com  Bookings for the lunch club can be made on 

01392 860205 by midday the previous day. 

 

Dates of Upstream meetings: 

Tuesdays 7
th
 and 21

st
 June;  5

th
 and 19

th
 July;  and 2

nd
, 

16
th
 and 30

th
 August.  Pattern is for Dolphin games 

and craft groups at 10.30 and senior citizens‟ lunch 

club at 12 noon each time. 

 

Finally thank you to all of you who took time to look 

at the “our Thorverton” wall hanging (see photo 

under Arts Festival report) and made such nice 

comments. At the moment the wall hanging is on 

display at The Thorverton Arms. 

 

 

Gilly Haysom

http://www.upstream-uk.com/
http://www.upstream-uk.com/
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Nature Notes 
 

This month I start with a few fur and feather stories 

followed by news of newts, TARTS and moths. 

 

Feather 

Back in March my sister Angie was bent down 

weeding the garden and suddenly became aware of 

something hurtling towards her. At the last minute 

and right beside her face a sparrow hawk managed to 

break, with a fluttering of wings, narrowly missing 

touching her when it realised she wasn‟t a rabbit. 

Now Angie will admit she looks a bit like a rabbit 

and even at Secondary school our tutor group teacher 

called her „Hammy‟ due to her front teeth that really 

are not that bad at all. 

 

Feather & Fur 

Nephew Jack was taking a break from working in a 

garden in Exmouth. Sitting on a bench having his 

lunch he heard a commotion up above. He saw a pair 

of Jackdaws having a go at a grey squirrel inside a 

chimney pot and no doubt it was their nest site. What 

happened next was quite astonishing. One of the 

Jackdaws got hold of the squirrel, lifted it out of the 

pot and carried it some 50 yards and dropped it at 

height. The squirrel got up, dusted itself down and 

scurried away. 

 

Fur 

Possibly two months ago my sister told me she had 

seen two stoats in her garden. Then about a month 

ago her husband Lewis found a male stoat dead, 

killed by a cat they think, due to puncture wounds 

found on the body. Stoats are vicious predators so 

Ang and Lewis think the cat was lying in wait and 

caught the stoat off-guard. Ang and Lewis had their 

suspicions the stoats were living somewhere in or 

very near their garden. 

 

On 20
th
 May Angie was working in her little shop 

room when she spotted a female stoat jump down off 

the garden wall, run across the gravel driveway 

carrying a kitten (the name given to a baby stoat) and 

on down the road and out of sight. This happened 

five times and then Angie had to go off and do work 

elsewhere. Ang came back to the shop and watched 

the stoat take two more kittens, then another and 

another, eventually counting nine kittens in total and 

there could have been more. Lewis discovered the 

stoats had been living in an old rabbit burrow in the 

hedge and the mother stoat moved her kittens 

because the night before a badger had attempted to 

dig the family out of the burrow. It is amazing to 

think of the mother stoat raising such a large family 

on her own and having the strength to carry away all 

her kittens, hopefully to a safer place. Angie said 

mother stoat ran very fast and the kittens were quite 

large. 

 

Newts 

Recently Tina Ayre came across a newt in a water 

fill container on the farm at Raddon. This is the first 

newt Tina has seen in years. It would be interesting 

to know which newt species it is, the ones in our 

pond are the Palmate newt, the smallest of the three 

native species. The most common newt is the 

Smooth newt which can be found in some of the 

water filled ruts (made by forestry vehicles) in the 

woods at Newton St Cyres. 

 

TARTS 

On 21
st
 May we did a walk from Bantham to Aveton 

Gifford and back to Bantham.  The wildlife sightings 

were great including Wall Brown, Orange Tip and 

blue butterflies, lots of day flying moths including a 

Speckled Yellow and three Lackey moth caterpillars 

in a wood where there was also a Great Spotted 

woodpecker nest of noisy chicks being fed by busy 

parents. We saw a pair of buzzards in a field being 

harassed by a pair of crows because when one 

buzzard flew up it was carrying a decent sized 

creature. Little egret and swans were about on the 

river Avon where we also saw Horned poppy in 

flower. But the most exciting thing was (TARTS did 

it again, see last month‟s Nature Notes) we found an 

Oil Beetle and took several photos that I hope to send 

off to „Bug Life‟. 

 

Moths 

On the night of Saturday 9
th
 July and for the third 

year running there will be moth trapping at The 

Millennium Green. Please come down and join in, 

posters about the event will be put up in the village 

nearer the time. [I can thoroughly recommend this, 

having been along last year – Ed]  

 

 Jenny Garne    
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Golf Society 
 

Friday, 22
nd

 April 2011 

The Golf Society‟s anniversary event took place as 

usual on Good Friday and was well attended by 14 

contestants. It was a perfect day for golf and if prizes 

are the ultimate goal, it was perfect in that respect 

too as members had generously donated a variety of 

awards so that everyone received something for his 

efforts. 

 

First place was claimed by Mark Cummins with a 

fine score of 22 points, receiving a cut of 2.5 shots. 

Second was Dave Harlow with 21 (-2.0) and third 

was Dan Hawke on 20 (-1.5). The scores went down 

all the way through the teens and onwards, arriving 

at Craig Lee‟s score which earned him a swing 

improver as well as a high quality driver as reward 

for his drive on the 6
th
, the new club probably being 

longer than the drive. 

 

Nearest the pin on the 3
rd

 was Rhys Roberts, nearest 

in two on the par four 6
th
 was Phil Beasley while 

longest drive at the par five 9
th
 was achieved by 

Chris Harlow with a massive effort. 

 

The Donna-Y moment was suffered by Phil Beasley 

who managed to get his ball close to the par five 2
nd

 

in two, where it lay in fluffy rough. An intended flop 

shot to the green saw the club head pass under the 

ball which was entirely unmoved by the process. A 

box of pink balls was awarded to help Phil spot his 

ball more easily against a green background. 

 

An additional prize for a silly moment was devised. 

In fact it was a series of silly moments as Ken 

Galvin, Max Sercombe and Mark Cummins all slid 

less than gracefully down slippery slopes. The prize 

went to Rhys Roberts who had just watched the last 

named perform his trick but went ahead anyway, 

landing in a dignified heap by his golf bag. 

 

Sunday 24
th

 April 2011 

Eleven players turned out on Easter Sunday, making 

19 different players over the weekend, a sure sign 

that the society is in rude health.  The winner was 

Chris Harlow 22 points (-2.5), second was Mark 

Cummins, 18 points, and third was Scott Hasler with 

17 points. 

  

The remaining awards were monopolised by Marcus 

Davey. He compiled the lowest score, the number of 

his thumbs being almost equal to it, while his least 

long drive and the Donna-Y moment were one and 

the same incident. 

  

At the third tee Marcus swished his bat but the ball 

misbehaved and somehow contrived to move 

backwards to register a short drive of MINUS 2 

inches. Not one to give in easily, our hero swung 

again, sending the ball along the ground into the tee 

marker, smashing it to dust, before flying off at 45%, 

narrowly missing golfers on the 6th tee and 

disappearing out of bounds into the hedge. Not even 

Tom Sharpe could have made that Donna-Y moment 

up. 

 

Sunday 8
th

 May 2011 

Two new members were welcomed to join another 

good entry on a blustery day. For Darryll and Phil 

Scott it was not only their society debut but their first 

ever round of golf. Thus it was remarkable that both 

scored points in difficult conditions and hopefully 

will come back for more, if only to try to find a few 

of the golf balls they left behind. 

 

Sunday morning wind was no bother for the days 

winner, Geoff Bulley, who came in with 20 points (-

1.5) after a dreadful start that saw him hacking his 

way vaguely in the direction of the 1st green. Phil 

Oram was second with 18 points having set a 

blistering pace early on before the pressure got the 

better of him. Joint third on 17 points were Scott 

Hasler and Dave Harlow. 

 

Shortest drive was awarded to Andy French although 

it later transpired that an even shorter one may have 

been achieved by another player. The Donna-Y 

moment came at the 4
th
 where Dan Hawke sent a 

massive drive to within a few yards of the green, 

only for it to be found buried in deep rough on a 

bank. Knowing he would have to force the ball out 

Dan applied maximum effort, connected too well and 

sent the object flying up and out of sight over the 

road. If you hear anyone referred to as “Too Long 

Dan” you will know who it is. 

 

Don‟t forget, there are two Sunday events each 

month. All are welcome. Details at The Exeter. 

 

G.S. Potter 
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Opera Speke 
The next Opera Speke event is going to be a big 

one! We are doing a grand charity opera garden 

party, which will last around seven hours and 

have 40 guests.  The objective is to raise £500 

for Force, a marvellous local cancer charity. We 

really have to have that number in order to raise 

that amount of money.  

 

 

 

Opera Speke is always well supported by people 

from Thorverton.  Please support this event on 

Sunday June 19
th

, which is advertised further in 

the Notices section of Focus. 

 

Jane Barnard-Smith 

Poetry  

 

The following poem by Doreen Beer was the 

Thorverton WI’s entry for the Radio Devon Cup.  

I am pleased to be able to report that it took 

second prize. 

 

 

 

 

The judge’s comment was that this was “a 

beautiful, descriptive poem, which displays a 

deep understanding of how the meaning of the 

word “celebrations” changes throughout the 

years and how values change with maturity.  

Vivid images of the seasons and their beauty are 

created with ease and understanding. 

Ed

Celebrations 

 
Celebrations thread through life, jewels for to treasure 

Births, christenings and weddings, are but a few to measure, 

Passing of exams, obtaining a degree, 

Engagement parties – a new house 

Call for a celebratory spree; 

But now that I am older and have experienced these, 

My cause for celebration must the inmost heart appease. 

 

So I celebrate the winter‟s scene, when earth is cloaked in white 

And sedges, reeds and seedheads, don diamonds overnight, 

While trees devoid of foliage along the wayside stand, 

Silvered by the moonlight – living sculptures of the land. 

I celebrate the springtime, when tight closed buds unfold, 

In greenery so amazing, spellbinding is their hold. 

 

I celebrate the summer with the beauty of the flowers, 

With butterflies and busy bees, I share delightful hours. 

I celebrate the autumn, as it whirls through each day, 

Scattering its bounty on many a berried spray: 

A most prolific painter, embellishing each branch, 

With russet, gold and scarlet leaves – 

Then choreographs their dance. 

 

And so is turned full circle, life‟s ever changing wheel, 

Winter once more and Christmas, when shops en masse reveal, 

A pageantry of glitter and artificial gold, 

Again it‟s time to celebrate, as ancestors did of old; 

That precious gift of hope and love, 

The promise of salvation, 

A baby in a manger laid, 

Earth‟s greatest celebration. 

 

Doreen Beer 
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This month I am also delighted to be able to print poems from children of Thorverton School on the topic of “My 

Village”, with thanks to Andrew Hoellering for having encouraged them: 

 

My Village 

 

Flowers in fields and hanging baskets, 

Bees and rabbits outside playing 

Basking in the sunshine. They scatter 

When any people come. 

Children play pooh-sticks by the stream. 

The cherry tree blossoms on the green. 

 Oriana, age 11. 

  

The leaves are green, the church is brown 

Our village is smaller than a town. 

  

The village is home to a thousand people, 

The church has a tower but not a steeple. 

  

The Bury leads to Dinneford Street, 

Everyone is friendly that we meet. 

  

The school lies beneath the ash tree. 

Everyone learns there, including me. 

  

The river runs by Millennium Green, 

The loveliest place I‟ve ever seen. 

  

Down by he meadows the River Exe flows, 

There once was a station here years ago. 

  

Raddon Hill reaches to the sky 

When I‟m up there I see crows fly. 

 

I love my village, I‟ve grown up here, 

When I think of leaving, I shed a tear. 

 Alfie, 11 

 

Delicate trees blooming, 

Summer flowers and lovely people, 

Always willing to give a smile and say “ hi.” 

Safe to ride a bike 

Looking at the gently flowing river 

And the flowers, so many flowers. 

 Sarah, 11 

 

Riding my bike through empty lanes 

I feel free. 

I hear a distant train, the song of a thrush. 

It‟s teatime, but I don‟t want to go home. 

  

Benji,10 

  

 

June in the Garden  
 

“The ash before the oak and you will have a soak, 

The oak before the ash and you will have a splash”. 

 

I don`t think I have ever seen the ash so far behind 

the oak as it is this year and to date a splash is all we 

have had!  Watering in the garden is always a 

difficult decision: “Do you or don‟t you?”  Well the 

answer lies in the soil, as it always does.  The lighter 

the soil the less water retentive it will be.  I don`t 

find there is too much of a problem for perennials at 

the moment .  In fact, it is better not to start watering 

these plants as their years in the soil will have 

prepared the roots for drought.   Anything sown or 

planted this season will be very vulnerable and quite 

likely to die without regular watering.  Seeds are 

particularly at risk because once the process of 

germination has begun it cannot be stopped and 

access to regular water in the soil is extremely 

important.   

 

I normally start June with all the planting out of the 

young plants waiting in the polytunnel but like many 

people I have broken my own rules and already 

planted out cucurbits, ie marrows, courgettes, squash 

and also tomato plants.  I would normally wait for 

the `Franklyn Frosts` to be over ie, 19, 20, 21 May,  

always around Devon County Show time.  I was 

lured by the exceptionally mild weather in April and 

the warmth in the soil, to take a chance. It was touch 

and go at this period and we just missed a frost by a 

whisker.  Phew!!  The good news is that it will make 

June slightly less manic. 

 

Now is the time to plant out all the half hardy 

annuals, ie bedding plants.  These lovely plants will 

add colour to your gardens until the autumn frosts 

and although they have been slightly out of favour 

with garden designers for a few years, I think they 

are real value for money.  They do need a little bit of 

attention to settle them into the soil,  ie, watering 

until established and slug protection when small,  but 

once they are growing well you can leave them to do 

their own thing and give you a riot of colour through 

the summer.  The other good thing about them is that 

you can change your colour scheme each year.  Just 

remember that you do not want too rich a soil for 

these plants or else all you will get is lots of lush 

green foliage and not many flowers.   
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This is the month to sow dwarf French beans and 

runner beans outside.  They can be put straight into 

the soil in position or grown on in pots until small 

plants with good roots.  Both methods work well.  I  

like to know exactly how many plants I have and 

with an outside mouse problem and possible lack of 

rain, I have more control of their early progress if 

they are inside.  However there will be very little to 

distinguish one from t`other in the long run, so take 

your pick.  If outside you will have to water if the 

soil dries up. 

 

Plant out or sow straight into the ground all cucurbits  

that you want to grow.  These plants are the real fun 

plants of the season.  They love very rich soil, so pile 

on the mulch.  They can be planted on a little ridge  

so that the water runs away from the plant but put a 

little dipped moat around them to stop the water 

going too far so that it can sink into the soil right 

besides the roots of the plant.  A word of warning 

these plants usually need lots of space and can travel 

3 metres or more especially the trailing squash or 

pumpkins.  This year we are growing some of our 

cucumbers and squash up cane wigwams to utilize 

the space as much as possible.  If it works well, it 

will mean I can grow a lot more like this in the future 

and they should make quite a feature in the garden.  

I`ll keep you posted. 

 

I shall sow more brassica seed now for calabrese.    

This lovely vegetable is very quick growing.  It is the 

last sown and the first to be harvested and can be 

thought of rather like a catch crop.  It is very 

succulent and you need to crop it young as it will 

bolt if not harvested at the right time.  Try `Tender 

Green` or `Waltham.`  The other brassica plants 

waiting to be planted out are borecole / kale  

`Westland Winter` and `Nero di Tuscano` or `Black 

Nero`  a strap leaved kale, very structural.  These go 

out when the 1
st
 and 2

nd
 early potatoes are harvested 

throughout June.  Brussels sprouts, cabbage and 

cauliflowers are already in the ground as they prefer 

a longer growing period. 

 

In the herbaceous border general duties such as 

weeding and support might be necessary.  Also start 

to deadhead early flowering herbaceous plants as not 

only do they look tidier, it also helps the plant to 

concentrate its energies on maintaining strength for 

next year and with some plants you might get a 

second flush later on. 

 

Roses are in full bloom now.  For climbers, loosely 

tie in new growth to avoid wind damage and cut off 

suckers.  Be careful which is which.  Suckers come 

from below the graft so do check if you are not sure.  

Suckers do not grow on their own roots such as `Old 

English` roses or species roses.  Watch out for 

greenfly, I usually ` squish` or use Savona (soft 

soap), and blackspot tends to be a problem in Devon.  

Cut off affected leaves and make sure that you pick 

up all debris from infected roses as the fungus 

overwinters in the soil.  There are suitable fungicides 

but several applications are usually needed.  

Blackspot will weaken your rose for the following 

season. 

 

For flowering shrubs in your garden, June is the time 

to prune shrubs such as Deutzia, Philadelphus, 

Weigela and Buddleia alternifolia.  Shrubs such as 

these belong to group1.  They flower on wood 

formed the previous season.  Group 2 are shrubs that 

flower on the current season‟s growth.  Group 1 

shrubs are pruned as soon as they finish flowering.  

Remove as much flowered wood as possible and cut 

close to new growth lower down the stem.  These 

new shoots will then grow on and become next years 

flowering stems. 

   

Pyracantha is a very handsome shrub and comes into 

bloom now.  Shorten new lateral shoots to reveal 

flowers. Although this will only temporarily check 

its growth, this pruning will encourage fruiting spurs 

to come.  NB, always treat this plant with great 

respect.  Its thorns are notorious!! 

 

Another thorny customer is the gooseberry bush 

which at the end of the month can be summer pruned 

to let in air and light to help to ripen the wood and 

fruits.  Prune young shoots, i.e. this season`s growth,  

back to five leaves.  This will also help get rid of 

mildew and greenfly.  Do not prune the leaders of a 

bush unless affected by mildew.  Netting your fruit 

bushes will protect them from birds enjoying the 

labours of your harvest rather than yourself but do 

check daily that no birds have slipped in unnoticed 

and are then stuck inside! 

 

When all this is completed take out the deck chair, a 

cool bottle of white wine------sit -------sip-------and 

enjoy-------That`s what it`s all about! (I think that I 

shall follow this last advice most closely, thank you 

Lorraine – Ed) 

       

Happy gardening 

                    

                    Lorraine Colebrook 
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Thorverton Parish Information 
AIR AMBULANCE EMERGENCY - QUOTE NATIONAL GRID REFERENCE 

RECREATION GROUND - Sheet 192 SS 923019 MEMORIAL HALL FIELD - Sheet 192 SS 926019 

Bus services    See inside back cover 

Carers' Support Group Anne Higman, Wyndham House Surgery, Silverton. 860034. 
     Meetings - 3rd Wednesday of month, Wyndham House, 2.30-4.30 p.m. 

Church (C of E)   The Revd. Douglas Dettmer, The Rectory, Thorverton. 860332 

     The Revd. Sue Sheppard, Associate Minister, Autumn Haze, Rewe, 01392 841284 
     The Revd Hilary Dawson, Assistant Curate, The Vicarage, Stoke Canon, 01392 841928 
     Mrs Margaret Lowe, Administration Manager, 07594 714590 margaret.admin@netherexe.org 

 Church Wardens Peter Colebrook, Ockero, Thorverton. 861019.  
     Edwin Greed, Fortescue, Netherexe. 841231. 

 Consort   Mary Thomas, 1 The Glebe, Thorverton. 860730. 

 P.C.C. Treasurer  Jean Brown, Rydal Cottage, Bullen Street. 861176. 

 Friends of Thorverton Parish Church Trust Emmie Aird, Kirkfoard, The Berry, Thorverton. 

Church (Baptist)  The Revd. Maurice Harrison, 01884 258599. 
    Secretary Phyllis Langdon, 860932.  

Services, notice board or Focus. 

County Councillor  Cllr. Mr. M. Lee. 01363 772671. 

District Councillor  Cllr. Mr. R. M. Deed. 01392 861258. 

Doctors     Dr Jon Wride & Lynne Anderson / Drs Stead, O'Brien & Ziegler 

Electricity (Western Power) Report a loss of power: 0800 365 900 Bill Enquiries: 0800 365 000 
      Street lights 0870 556 1851  

Friends of Thorverton & Silverton Surgeries Christine Walker, 881501 

Gas Emergency   0800 111999 

Leonard Trust Chairman: R Hughes. Secretary: Mrs. E Hughes, 3 Dinham Mews, Exeter EX4 4EF 

Library (Exeter Mobile) Alternate Thursdays, 11.45am to 12.05pm (16.05 to 16.50 from January 2011) 
in the Quarry Car Park 

Newspaper Reporter (Express & Echo) Jane Ristic, 53 Silver Street, Thorverton. 860054 

Parish Council Chairman Cllr. Stuart Crang,  

Parish Clerk    Mrs Jane Lane, Stable House, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062. 

Parish Council Meetings 2nd Tuesday of month, at The Memorial Hall, 7.30 pm. 

Parish Allotments  Contact the Parish Clerk - 861062 

Parish Council Notice Board Situated in School Lane, opposite the Thorverton Arms. 

   IMPORTANT!- PLANNING APPLICATION NOTICES ARE DISPLAYED HERE 

Planning notification applications  at http://data.gov.uk/apps/planningalerts alert via email when a 

planning application is published in one’s street, neighbourhood or wider area. 

 Pension Service  PO Box 93, Plymouth PL6 5WJ. 0845 60 60 265 

Police    Central Switchboard 24 Hours: 0845 2777444.  

Post Office Portacabin (TCT Ltd) Quarry Car Park, Thorverton EX5 5NG 860455 
Mon. to Fri : 9 am.-1.00 pm., 2 pm.- 5.30 pm.  
Sat: 9 am.-12 noon Sun: 9 am - 10.30 am for newspaper sales only 
Business Manager: Jill Blewett, Faircop, Jericho St, Thorverton 
Chair and Company Secretary: Heather Kershaw, 25 The Glebe, 860419 

Public Telephone Kiosk Opposite the Church, outside the Bell Inn, Dinneford St. 

School (C of E Primary)  Head Teacher: Mrs Tania Beard 860374. 

School Governors  Chair: Clive Hamblin 861305 Clerk: Julie Cornwall 860127 

School P.T.F.A.   Chair: Lisa Browning, 860609  Secretary: Hannah James, 861075 
Treasurer: Damon Gill, 860176  

South West Water  24 Hour Emergency: 0800 169 1144. Helpline: 0800 169 1133. 

Thorverton Millennium Chair: Dame Margaret Turner-Warwick, Pynes House,  

  Green Trust Silver Street 861173 Secretary: Shirley Hoole. 

Tiverton Volunteer Centre 28, Gold Street, Tiverton EX16 6PY. Judy Seymour, 01884 255734. 

http://data.gov.uk/apps/planningalerts
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Thorverton Organisations 
 

Amateur Dramatic Society Chair: Sylvia Wakeham 
  Vice Chairs: Bob Hyde and Cathy Williams 
  Treasurer: John White 
  Secretary: Jane Peyton-Jones (contact TADS on 01392 861390 or 860049) 
  Meetings - Last Wednesday of each month at the W.I. Hut. 

Art Group  Barrie Phillips, Crossmead, School Lane, Thorverton. 860529  
  Meet Fridays during term-time at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 am-12.00. 

Arts Exchange Louise Page, Campion Cottage, Jerico St, 860509. 
  Monthly meetings in members' homes at 8.0 pm. (see Diary) 

Association Football Club Chairman: Andy Harris, 01392 851664 
  Secretary: David Gregory, 2 The Orchard, Brampford Speke, 841803. 

Bridge Circle Graeme Culshaw, 3 The Glebe, Thorverton 860203.  
  Meets 1st/3rd/5th Thursdays at the W.I. Hut from 7.00 p.m.. 
Meet Fridays during term-time at the W.I. Hut, 5.30-7.00 pm. 

Cricket Club Chair: Charles Kislingbury, Arley House, 19 Church St, Silverton. 860270 
    Secretary: M C Denford, 14 Moorlands, Tiverton EX16 6UF 01884 255076 
  Fixture Sec: J Meredith, 190 Mincinglake Rd, Exeter EX4 7DS 01392 272504 

Focus Magazine Chair: Michael Ayre, Ratcliffe Farm, Thorverton. 
  Editor: Neville Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062. 
  Secretary: Jane Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062. 
  Treasurer: Bob Swaffield, Schiehallion, School Lane, Thorverton 01392 860309 

Friends of Silverton & Thorverton Surgeries 

  Coffee Mornings in the Lamb Inn, Silverton 
  Held at 10-12 md on the LAST THURSDAY of every month except December.  

Golf Society Players of Thorverton Care of Exeter Inn, 01392 860206 

History Society Chair: Bill Stamper, Dunelm, Raddon, Thorverton. 860214 
  Programme Secretary: Beryl Coe, 5 The Glebe, Thorverton 860876. 

Ladies Group Meet 2nd Thursday of month, (Venue and time - see Focus Notices). 

Memorial Hall Committee Chair/Key holder/Bookings:Mr Mike Shelton. Fir Tree House,  
     Bullen Street. 861027. 

Memorial Hall Market 2nd Saturday of the month, at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 - 11.00 am. 

Thorverton Pre-School Contact: Sarah Mitchell (chair): 860450. 
  Mon 9.15am-11.45am, & 12.45pm-3.15pm & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm, 
  Tues/Weds 9.15am-11.45am & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm,  
 Thurs 9.15-11.45am; 12.45pm- 3.15pm & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm. during term-time, at Memorial Hall. 

Thorverton Ambling, Rambling and Tramping Society (TARTS) 
  Contacts : Caroline Prince 07749 775304 or Graeme Culshaw 860203 
  See notices of walks in Old Post Office Window Bullen Street. 

Thorverton Brownies Hannah James 07716 013284, Lisa Browning 860609 
  

Toddler Group Contact : Hannah Calder 860808 
  Wednesdays, during term-time, at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 a.m.-11.30.  

Rainbows  Contact Jean Pearn 860105, Penny Fice 861136,  
  Term-time, Tuesdays 4-5 pm at the W.I. Hut. 

Royal British Legion Chairman / Hon. sec: Bill Stamper, Dunelm, Raddon, Thorverton. 860214 
  Hon. Treasurer: Emmie Aird. 

Women's Institute Secretary: Susan Maguire 01392 860631 
  Bookings: Susan Maguire 01392 860631. 
  W.I. Meeting. 1st Tuesday of the month at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
  Whist, 3rd Tuesday of the month, at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 

W.I. Market & Coffee  4th Saturday of the month at the W.I. Hut. 10.00 am. to 11.00 am. 
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Doctors' Surgeries 
 

THE EXE VALLEY PRACTICE 
 

Dr JON WRIDE and Dr LYNNE ANDERSON 
 

 The Surgery, The Berry,   The Surgery, 3 Coach Road,  

 THORVERTON EX5 5NT  SILVERTON EX5 4JL 
 Tel: 01392 860273 (24 hours)  Tel: 01392 860176 (in surgery hours) 
 Fax: 01392 860654  Fax: 01392 861598 

www.exevalleypractice.co.uk 

Surgery Hours 
 

Mon. 3.00 - 5.15   Mon. 9.00 - 11.45  
Tue. 2.45 - 5.15     Tue. 9.00 - 11.45  
Wed. 9.00 - 11.00  Wed. 3:30 - 5:45  
Thu. 3.00 - 5.45 Thu. 9.00 - 11.30  
Fri. 3.00 - 5.45   Fri. 9.00 - 11.30 
 

There are no surgeries on Saturday and Sunday, but a doctor will be on call for emergencies only  

on 01392 860273. 

The Dispensaries are OPEN at the following times 

 
Mon.  8.30 - 1.00 & 2.00 - 6.00   Mon.  8.45 - 12.30 
Tue.   8.30 - 1.00 & 2.00 - 6.00   Tue.  8.45 - 12.30 
Wed.  8.30 - 1.00 & 2.00 - 5.00   Wed.  3.00 - 6.00 
Thu.   8.30 - 1.00 & 2.00 - 6.00   Thu.  8.45 - 1.00 
Fri.     8.30 - 1.00 & 2.00 - 6.00   Fri.    8.45 - 12.30 
 

REPEAT PRESCRIPTIONS (Monday - Friday) Please note that 48 hours notice is required for ALL 
repeat prescriptions. Repeat Prescription line: 01392 861622 
 

 

WYNDHAM HOUSE SURGERY, Fore Street, SILVERTON, EX5 4HZ 
Telephone 01392 860034 www.wyndhamhousesurgery.co.uk 

Please note The doctors are happy to speak to you on the phone instead of an appointment. Please 
request this from reception when you telephone. 

 

 
Dr Nick Keysell 

 

Dr Anthony 

O’Brien 

Dr Emma 

Ziegler 
 

Dr Becky 

Payne 
Mon xxxxxxxx- 

 
 

09.00 – 10.30 

15.00 - 17.30 
 

09.00 – 10.30 

14.30 – 16.00 
 

09.00 – 10.30 

15.00 – 17.00 
Tues 

09.00 - 11.00 

15.30 - 17.30 
 

09.00 – 11.00 

 
 

xxxxxxxx- 

 

09.00 – 11.00 

14.30 – 16.30 
Wed 

xxxxxxxx 
09.00 – 11.00 

14.30 – 16.00 
 

09.00 - 11.00 

15.00 – 17.00 

 

xxxxxxxx 
Thurs 09.00 - 11.00 

15.30 - 17.30 
 

xxxxxxxxx 
09.00 - 11.00 

 
 

09.00- 10.00 

14.30 – 16.30 
Fri 

xxxxxxxx 
 

09.00 – 11.00 

 

 
 

xxxxxxxx 
 

09.00 – 11.00 

*15.00 - 16.00 

(Urgent cases only)* 
 

Please note that the Doctors are very happy to speak to you on the phone instead of an appointment, just ask 

reception to organise this for you.  You can also communicate with them via email if you want to 

wyndhamhouse.surgery@nhs.net.  Dispensary opening hours 9 – 12 noon and 2.30 – 6pm (5pm on Fridays) 

Please do not come to collect repeat medication between 12 noon and 2.30 unless by prior arrangement with 

reception thank you. 

mailto:wyndhamhouse.surgery@nhs.net
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Waste Collection Dates for 2011 
 

a) Recycling and brown bins   b) General refuse 

 

Generally on Mondays unless stated 

 

June 6 and 20       June 13 and 27 

July 4 and 18      July 11 and 25 

August 1, 15 and 30 (Tues)     August 8 and 22 

September 12 and 26      September 5 and 19 

October 10 and 24      October 3, 17 and 31 

November 7 and 21      November 14 and 28 

December 5 and 19      December 12 and 28 (Wed) 

 

 

Mobile Library  
Thursdays, fortnightly, from 16.05 - 16.50 in the Quarry Car Park by Thorverton Post Office). 

Jun 9 and 23    

Jul 7 & 21 

Aug 4 & 18    

Sep 1, 15 & 29    

Oct 13 & 27    

Nov 10 & 24    

Dec 8 & 22 

 

 

 

Bus services 
Turner's Tours / Carmel Coaches (bus 678) Mon-Fri. 10.09 from The Berry and the Baptist Chapel.  

Return 13.35 from Exeter bus station, Stand 5. 

 

Stagecoach (service 55B) Mon-Sat (except Bank Holidays)  

To Tiverton: 07.55, 10.10, 12.10, 14.10, 16.12, 17.24 (except Saturdays), 18.12 from The Berry and Broadlands.  

Return from Tiverton bus station: 07.35 (07.40 on Saturdays), 08.45, 10.45, 12.45, 14.45, 15.55 (except 

Saturdays), 16.45, 17.45. 

 

To Exeter: 08.00 (08.05 on Saturdays), 09.10, 11.10, 13.10, 15.10, 16.20 (except Saturdays), 17.10, 18.10 from 

The Berry and Broadlands.  

Return from Exeter bus station: 07.30, 09.45, 11.45, 13.45, 15.45, 17.00 (except Saturdays), 17.45  

 

Stagecoach 55 service runs every half-hour in each direction along the Exeter-Tiverton road, stopping at the 

Thorverton turn (the Ruffwell). Please consult Stagecoach 55 Group timetable for details of this service. 

 

Stagecoach free service to Somerfield's, Broadclyst, from Broadlands on Tuesdays 14.00. 

 

Stagecoach offers a variety of concessions for regular commuters, shoppers, children, students and jobseekers as 

well as one-day unlimited-use Explorer tickets. Further details from Stagecoach: 01392 427711 or 01803 664500 

or www.stagecoachbus.com or www.devon.gov.uk/devonbus. 

 

Devonbus Timetable Information: call Traveline 0871 200 2233 Timetables available at the Post Office 
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Diary 2011 
Please notify FOCUS Editor of additions or changes. 

(Email: focusonthorverton@yahoo.co.uk or phone Neville Lane on 861062) 

 

 

JUNE 

Sat 4
th
  Coffee Morning for Thorverton and Silverton Surgeries WI Hut 10.00-12.00am 

Tues 7
th
  Dolphin games and craft groups, Thorverton Arms, 10.30am  

  Senior Citizens‟ Lunch Club, Thorverton Arms, 12 noon 

Wed 8
th
  Party for those who helped at the recent East Devon Arts Festival, WI Hut, 6.30pm 

Thurs 9
th
 Arts Exchange, Strange Experiences, at Newcourt Farmhouse, Silverton, 8pm 

Sat 11
th
 and Sun 12

th
 Thorverton Country Show at Ratcliffe Farm, 10.00am to 5.00pm 

Sat 11
th
  Thorverton Country Show Music Fest, Ratcliffe Farm, 7.00pm to midnight 

Fri 17
th 

 PTFA Bag2 School Collection 

Sun 19
th
 Charity Garden Party at Heron Court, Brampford Speke, 3pm 

Tues 21
st 

Dolphin games and craft groups, Thorverton Arms, 10.30am  

  Senior Citizens‟ Lunch Club, Thorverton Arms, 12 noon 

Fri 24
th
  History Society, Afternoon visit to Cadhay Manor House and Garden 

Sat 25
th
   WI Market and coffee morning at the WI Hut 10-11 am 

Sun 26
th
   Thorverton Open Gardens to raise money for Pre-School 

 

JULY 

Sun 3
rd

  Exeter Male Choir/Mellow D Concert at Arrow Aviation, 3pm 

Mon 4
th
   Allotment Holders Quarterly Meeting Exeter Inn 7.30pm 

Sat 9
th  

American Diner 50s Evening, Memorial Hall, from 5pm 

  Saturday Market at the Memorial Hall 9.30-11 am 

  Moth Event, Millennium Green, evening 

Sun 10
th
  Choral Evensong, Thorverton Parish Church, 6.30 pm 

Thurs 21
st
 Arts Exchange, Work, at Pynes House, 8 pm 

 

AUGUST 

Sat 6
th
  WI Trip – Details to follow 


