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Editorial 
 

I am able to confirm, mainly for the benefit of those 

of you who, like me, are asleep in the early hours, 

that our street lights do, indeed, go off now.  I am 

able to give that confirmation because I had the 

misfortune to need to fly from Bristol at 6.30pm one 

morning, and that requires a very early start from 

Thorverton.  Anyway, it was research that I was 

happy to carry out on behalf of sleeping villagers and 

I intend only to charge half my usual fee for this 

research. 

 

I ran into some unusual problems with compiling 

Focus this month.  There is normally something that 

makes it difficult for me to complete the job, usually 

to do with my computer or printer playing up, but it 

isn’t often that I blame the good weather.  This 

month, I was nearing the end and just needed to type 

up Doreen’s poem.  To my horror though, I found 

that I had left her poem on the windowsill and the 

sun had bleached it to the extent that I could barely 

read the words.  So, apologies to Doreen if I have 

made any errors. 

 

I shouldn’t really complain about the change in the 

weather because we had had such a wet and cold 

spell for the preceding six weeks.  The flowers and 

trees are looking particularly lovely at this time of 

year too.  Which brings me on to making use of some 

of them with a little recipe that I will offer below. 

I can’t say that I am much of an expert at making 

wine, but I do love to give it a go.  Elderflower wine 

is probably my least unsuccessful and I am looking 

forward to starting off some more of it over the next 

month.  For those of you who haven’t tried it, I 

strongly recommend this one.  You need a pint of 

destalked elderflowers (I don’t really know what a 

pint looks like so I just get a good few!); 3 pounds of 

sugar;  the grated rind of a lemon;  the juice of a 

lemon;  8 pints of boiling water;  and ½ ounce of 

yeast.  Add the lemon rind to the elderflowers and 

pour the boiling water over them;  stand for four days 

stirring occasionally.  Strain through a fine sieve or 

muslin, then stir in the sugar, lemon juice and yeast.  

Ferment at room temperature until the bubbling 

ceases;  stir the wine and then allow to settle again 

for three days.  Strain again.  Put in a demijohn and 

mature for three months, then bottle.  Absolutely 

lovely taste. 

 

Well, the busy social scene continues through June 

with the Jubilee celebrations and then the Country 

Show.  Let us hope for good weather for both 

weekends.  Have a good month. 

 

 

Neville Lane, Editor 
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Letters  

From Jack Andrews and all his family 

I would like to say how extremely grateful we are for 

the love and support of so many of you at this time 

and for the numerous lovely cards which we received 

after Enid’s sudden death.  The Staff & Consultant, 

Roland Black, at the RD&E were absolutely brilliant, 

I cannot thank them enough for their kindness and 

care, not only to Enid & myself, but to all my family. 

It was really nice to see so many relatives and friends 

at the service for Enid which was so beautifully led 

by Alison Orchard.  I know they’ll not want to be 

‘spotlighted’ but thanks to the boys who acted as 

pallbearers and to Lou, Elsie and Darryll who read 

poems.  The garden flowers that were requested by 

Enid looked so special too.   

Thanks also must go to Jaques for the food at the 

Exeter Inn, and to Le-Roys for their help and 

professionalism. 

The donations to RSPB so far totals in excess of  

£400.  Time will ease us all in our loss. 

Thanks again. 

From “Ancient” of Raddon 

The other morning I decided to venture from the 

wilds of Raddon to the city of Thorverton on a 

shopping trip, not an event to be taken lightly for a 

simple country soul.  I visited the shop and the post 

office.  In each case I was met with great efficiency 

by a charming lady who greeted me with a smile.  On 

to the church and the flower festival, which was 

again the home of pleasant, smiling ladies who 

greeted me as if I was the most important person in 

the world.  An especially warm, cheerful welcome 

from Anjie, but then, bless her, that is her normal 

greeting. 

So, home to my simple abode, duly cheered and 

warmed by the wonderful reception that I had 

received – until a sudden thought struck me: was it 

only a warm smile given to me, or polite laughter at 

an old git such as myself?  I am sure that the kind 

ladies of Thorverton were offering me their usual 

smiling approach. 

Unusual Objects – No. 2 

 

 
Well, did you guess what last month’s mystery object 

was?  The Focus post room has been inundated with 

suggestions – but only two were correct. Well done 

Mr David Massey (who admittedly had the benefit of 

seeing the actual object) for immediately identifying 

the rusty old thing as a  

 

GOFFERING IRON 

 
used, of course, for goffering  i.e. pleating or 

crimping collars and ruffs, and things of that nature.  

Mr Massey informs me that originally it would have 

come complete with at least one fine poker (three if a 

good quality iron) which would have been heated in 

the fire and then inserted into the iron to heat it up.  

This one dates from the mid 19
th
 century or later.  

Well done to Mr Brian Trump who also identified it 

correctly and who has a superior brass version! 

 

What do you think this is?  Another item from my 

wife’s collection of old rubbi..  (oops!) I mean 

interesting historical objects.  It probably looks fairly 

familiar, and perhaps you can guess what it was used 

for, but I’m looking for a specific word to get full 

marks. Clue – it dates probably from the mid 19
th
 

century and was made and used in south Wales. 

 

If you have an unusual object that readers might 

struggle to identify, please send a photo for inclusion 

in next month’s edition – Ed.
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Thorverton Parish Council  
Report of the Annual Meeting of  

the Parish Council 
 

   
 

 
Election of Officers  

Cllr Stuart Crang was re-elected Chairman for the coming year. It was agreed that appointments to committees 

should be deferred until the June meeting because a number of Councillors were unavoidably absent. 

 

Housing Matters 

Mr Jonathan Guscott, Head of Planning and Regeneration at MDDC, who was present for part of the meeting, gave 

a full and interesting talk on the recently introduced National Planning Policy Framework.  He outlined the main 

differences between the Neighbourhood Plan, the Local Development Order and the Community Right to Build and 

explained that a policy shift within the NPPF apparently now facilitated the building of affordable housing in rural 

areas. 

 

Planning Matters 

One planning application was considered - Ref 12/00501/Full. Erection of extensions, 59 Silver Street. 

No decisions had been received. 

 

Highways 

Residents will probably have already noticed that the part-night street lighting arrangements have now been 

introduced.  Street lights go off from about 12.30am for a period of five hours, so if you are out and at this 

unearthly time, remember to take a torch!  The parish lengthsman is to visit in early June and Cllr Sims will arrange 

for him to tackle a number of areas. 

 

Parish Maintenance 

The Council has arranged for an overhanging tree in the Quarry Car Park to be cut down.  The Chairman undertook 

to fill in the pot-holes that had again appeared in the car park surface. Cllrs Sims and Spivey would cut back 

overgrown shrubbery at Leigh Gardens, and the chairman would take the cuttings away. 

 

Other matters 

Tiverton Museum is putting together an exhibition of photographs of Diamond Jubilee Celebrations with the aim of 

building up an archive of community events.  If you take any photos you would like to be included in this, please 

get in contact with the Museum.  

 

Annual Parish Meeting 

Sallie Hayes gave a run-through of the events arranged by the Diamond Jubilee Committee, which will culminate 

in the meal to be held at the Memorial Hall on Sunday, 3
rd

 June.  PCSO Mel Smith gave a useful talk on crime 

prevention and brought to Council’s attention the Police Community Messaging Service which residents can sign 

up to and which allows the police to pass on or appeal for information. Some leaflets, which should be returned to 

Tiverton Police Station are available in the portakabin. (Cllr Spivey, who has signed up to the scheme, recommends 

that email is the most satisfactory means of contact.) 

 

Next meeting  Tuesday, 12
th
 June 2012 at 7.30pm in the Memorial Hall. 

 

Jane Lane, Parish Clerk 

 

Telephone: 01392 861062, email:Thorvertonclerk@aol.com 
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Notice Board  
 

Thorverton Church Consort Practices 
Thursdays from 7.45 to 9.00 pm in church 

 

June 21
st
, 28

th
 

July 12th 

 

Thorverton Church Junior Consort 
Practices 
Mondays from 3.30 to 4.30 p.m. in school  

 

June 11
th
, 18

th
 

 

For more information please contact Mary Thomas, 

01392 860730 

 

 

Thorverton Arts Exchange 
 

At Arts Exchange meetings we share our enthusiasms 

for writing, music, painting, film, craft etc. with one 

another. 

 

Usually there is a theme to our choices, but 

occasionally an individual member will take 

responsibility for a whole evening. 

 

The meetings take place in members' homes on 

Thursdays at 8.00 pm. The next meetings are: 

 

June 14   Shadow    Newcourt Farmhouse  

     (Silverton )                

July 26  Footprints  25 The Glebe 

Sept 27  Randomness   Campion Cottage  

 

New members are always welcome. For further 

information contact Louise Page or Rob Purvis, 

Campion Cottage 860509. 

 

 

 TAG  
Thorverton Art Group 

 

FRIDAYS FROM 9:30 

THORVERTON MEMORIAL HALL 

 

NEW MEMBERS WELCOME 
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Brass/wind players wanted 
  

Can you play (or would you like to play) a brass or 

wind instrument? 

  

We’re a small amateur brass band based in 

Brampford Speke and would love to welcome some 

new players. 

  

We play for occasional village events (eg  Christmas 

carols at the Lazy Toad in December, and more jazzy 

pieces at summer events like the annual village Fair 

etc). We meet for a few weeks before each event to 

learn new pieces and practise, so it’s not a year-long 

commitment.  

 

We play for fun, and don’t take ourselves too 

seriously. 

  

If you might be interested in joining us please contact 

Richard Tillett (telephone: 01392 841268 or email: 

tillettr@hotmail.com). If you’re not sure, why not 

give me a ring to talk it over... 

 

 

Clarinet Group 

 
 

Meets every Thursday morning – new members 

welcome Contact Peter Mason 860727 
 

 

 

Open Gardens 
 

Villagers in Brampford Speke open their 

gardens to the public again on Sunday, July 1st. 

 

Visitors can tour several delightfully different 

gardens, enjoy cream teas and stock up at plant 

and produce stalls.  There will be a quiz for 

younger visitors and floral displays in the 

church. 

 

The gardens will open from 2 to 6pm to raise 

funds for St Peter’s Church.  Entrance is £2.50 

and tickets will be on sale at the church in the 

centre of the village. 

 

 

 

Sylv and Anne’s 
 

Chatter Café 
 

at the WI Hut from 2-30 to 4-30 

 

Every Monday excluding Bank Holidays 

 
  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

mailto:tillettr@hotmail.com
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No venue for your party or conference? 

 

Want competitive prices with additional usages included? 

 

Assurance that all electrics meet the required standards? 

 

Disabled access?  Disabled toilet? 

 

At 43ft deep and 20ft wide the WI Hut answers your need. 

 

Booking tel. no. 01392 860631 

 
Charity No. 229868 
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Silverton & Exe Valley Seniors 
June 2012 Newsletter 

   
The Club welcomes membership (Annual cost £5) from anyone over 50 living in Silverton and the Exe Valley 

villages.  There are social activities each month including Coffee Mornings/Afternoon Tea, Whist, Outings and 

Club Holidays.  

 

WEDNESDAY 13
th

 JUNE:  WEST SOMERSET RAILWAY & EXMOOR EXCURSION 

Departing Silverton at 0830 we travel to Bishops Lydeard to catch the 1025 steam train to Minehead on the old 

Great Western Railway branch line travelling through the Brendon & Quantock Hills arriving at Minehead in time 

for lunch.  In the afternoon our coach will take us to see some of the loveliest parts of Exmoor stopping for tea at 

the Bridge Café at Winsford.  Cost of train and coach £20. 

 

NEXT MONTH:  

THE GARDEN HOUSE BUCKLAND MONACHORUM – MONDAY 2
ND

 JULY 

This is a half day excursion to an 8 acre magical place at any time of the year on the edge of Dartmoor and once 

described as “perhaps the most breathtaking of all gardens” with its various gardens, meadows and terraces, tea 

shop and plant sales.  Our coach leaves Silverton at 1130 and will be picking up en-route at Exe Valley points 

(Ruffwell 1135: Rewe 1138: Stoke Canon 1140). Inclusive cost £15 

 

WAREHAM RIVER CRUISE – Tuesday 24
th

 JULY 

We leave Silverton at 0830 and travel to Poole Quay and after time for lunch we board a beautiful 1938-built 

wooden yacht for a stunning afternoon cruise up the river to Wareham where after an hour ashore we return to 

Poole Quay before rejoining the coach for our journey back to the Exe Valley.  Inclusive Cost £25 

 

WHIST:    Takes place on alternate Monday afternoons at St Mary’s Church Hall Silverton between 2 and 4 PM 

(JUN 11 & 25 and JUL 09 & 23).  £2 entrance fee includes tea & biscuits (sometimes cakes!) and raffle.  Do come 

along and join us.  It’s fun (if you can’t play we will teach you) and helps keep the brain active!   

 

AFTERNOON TEA:   We shall be holding the first of our summer (hopefully!) afternoon teas on Tuesday 19
th
 

June between 2:30 and 4:00 PM at St Mary’s Church Hall.  An opportunity to book for events and meet friends! 

Entrance £1.50 (includes tea & cake) plus raffle.  Please come along with friends & neighbours. 

 2012 CLUB HOLIDAYS 

BOURNEMOUTH, NEW FOREST & ISLE OF WIGHT (8
th

-12
th

 October).   

Bookings still being taken for our next holiday staying at a 3* Oceana group hotel on the East Cliff a few minutes 

from blue flag beaches and gardens with a short bus/taxi journey to the town centre.  Excursions to the New Forest, 

the IOW and a choice of two venues on one day. Inclusive Cost £275 (£295 Single Room) 

 

Please contact the Secretary for membership or details of Club events: Martin Clough 38 Hederman Close Silverton 

EX5 4HW 01392 860971  
 

 

Beer and Music Festival 
 

At The Ruffwell   Friday 1st to Tuesday 5th June 

 

Look out for details at The Ruffwell 
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Diamond Jubilee Events  
 

Sunday 3
rd

 June  Free Lunch for Senior Citizens 12.30 for 13.00 at the Memorial Hall 

 

Monday 4
th

 June  Start with Fancy Dress at the Rec then the Street Party. Followed later with the 

BBQ at the Hall and Fireworks! 
 

Do you remember when the streets of Thorverton came alive as the carnival procession would parade through the 

village? The imagination and fancy dress was always amazing and the atmosphere was vibrant. For one day only 

the carnival could well be alive once more. We want you all to put your thinking caps on and enter Thorverton’s 

2012 walking carnival. Entrance can be any age and can enter individually, pairs, groups or even with wheels (non-

motorised). Judging will commence at the Recreation ground on Monday 4
th
 June @ 1pm to then parade and wow 

the crowds with colour and creativity. Prizes and presentation will take place at the Street Party also on Monday 4
th

 

June.  

Sunday 3
rd

 June   Over 70s’ meal with entertainment - everyone welcome to join in and 

bring your own picnic or meal. 

 

Monday 4
th

 June  Register at the Rec at 12 noon for the Walking Carnival and Fancy 

Dress.  The walking carnival will be followed by a sit-down Street Party in Bullen Street 

from about 2pm, open to everyone.  Children will receive Jubilee mugs. 

 

In the evening there will be music with a bar and BBQ at the Hall; there will also be 

fireworks at the Hall and a broadcast of the concert from Buckingham Palace. 

 
Don’t miss it.        Contacts: Sallie Hayes (860681) or Lou Helley (860131) 

 

  

 

Fursdon, Cadbury, Devon 

 

 
 

Come and visit your local historic 

manor house. Home of the Fursdon 

family since 1259. 
 

 Join an informal tour to learn more about 

the family, their home and its history.  

 Stroll in the grounds and lovely walled 

garden. 

 House and Gardens £7.50; Gardens only 

£4. 

 Sample the delicious home baking in the 

Coach Hall tea room – no entrance fee! 

 

Special season tickets are available. 
 

 For just £15 per person you can visit any 

time that the house and gardens are open 

throughout the season for a tour, stroll, 

tea or all three! 

 

Opening Dates 2012: Bank Holiday Mondays 

and Sundays & Wednesdays in June, July and 

August.  Grounds and Coach Hall open from 

2pm to 5pm. Tours of the House at 2.30pm and 

3.30pm. 

 

The garden will be open for charity under the 

National Gardens Scheme on Sundays 17 June, 

15 Jul and 19 Aug - serving light lunches from 

12noon on NGS days. 

 
See www.fursdon.co.uk for more information or call 

Catriona on 01392 860860.  

http://www.fursdon.co.uk/
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Arts Festival And Church Festival  

 
This began on May 1

st
 with an excellent concert in 

church given by Exeter Singers. Some 75 people 

enjoyed a wide variety of music interspersed with 

poetry readings, accompanied by delicious home-

made biscuits and liquid refreshments. Thank you to 

all who helped to make that such a success and of 

course also to the singers and their director Tony 

Yates. 

 

As May went on, many were preparing meals and 

cakes at home, whilst others were beavering away at 

the arts festival computer, putting the finishing 

touches to paintings or craft work, transforming the 

church with boards, coverings and tables, and filling 

the church freezers and kitchen with goodies. The 

weekend of the 12
th
 and 13

th
 saw the arrival of art and 

craft – some 140 exhibitors this year - and the final 

labelling, arranging and dressing of displays was 

done to the accompaniment of busy kitchen 

preparation, hoovering and the amazing creation of 

this year’s jubilee-themed flower displays – weren’t 

they fantastic!?  Well done to the flower team. 

 

Most of you will have seen and sampled the end 

result, a wonderful week which gave pleasure to 

many visitors from near and far, celebrating artistic 

and culinary(!) talents and in which so many 

willingly gave their time to help support our church. 

It was pretty tiring but also lots of fun for everyone! 

 

On Saturday 19
th
 the village Jubilee photograph was 

taken followed by festivities in The Berry, around the 

church and at the Thorverton Arms. Thanks to the 

folk group and many others who helped to raise 

money and to add to the day’s fun. Later that day 

after the doors closed at church, dedicated teams of 

workers helped to clear and clean the kitchen, take 

down and sort art and craft and then dismantle the 

amazing ‘flat-pack’ art gallery. (Perhaps we should 

sell the model to IKEA or MFI??) We couldn’t have 

done it without you all. 

 

Estimated profit from the Arts Festival week 

including the kitchen c. £6000. 

 

By the time you read this, there will have been an 

evening walk to Fairoak with supper and activities 

round the tree and a film night at the Memorial Hall - 

Sing-a-long Mamma Mia - both also part of the 

Church Festival. 

 

Many thanks to everyone for the support and effort 

which has made all of these events successful. And if 

you wish that you had been more involved in some of 

this or have some useful feedback to give, then do 

talk to one of us very soon. 

 

Arts Festival : Jean Brown, Heather Kershaw, 

Royston Kershaw, Mary Thomas, Anji Hartnell-Todd  

Church Festival : Peter Colebrook, Edwin Greed, 

Allison Toogood  
 

Church Week Refreshments 
 

Church Week Refreshments Team 2012  

 

Goodness me what a busy week! That is reflected in 

our total!    ... Over £3,100.00!! Absolutely fantastic! 

Full & final total in next month’s Focus. The team 

worked their little socks off! & should all be so very 

proud of themselves.  

 

Yet again we became victims of our own success! 

 The customers came in fast & furious! We had very 

little time to think. But, the team were amazing; I 

can’t thank everyone enough for the hard work and 

dedication. You were all wonderful! I am well aware 

that you don’t do it for me, you do it for the church, 

& that is how it should be, however it’s under my 

cloak, so to speak and I feel I want to thank you all 
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for your hard work, I ask so much of you all & I am 

so very grateful to the whole team.  

 

However... there is one person without whose help, I 

would not have been able to cope this year that is of 

course the totally amazing Mary Thomas, who was 

truly wonderful! I adore Mary she never fails to be 

there when I call upon her. I wish we could bottle her 

energy & stamina; the church could make a fortune 

selling that off! Thank you so much Mary xxx much 

love. Due to Mary’s prior commitments, Jan Hambly 

stepped in to take control of the “cooker” at lunch 

times, & she was fantastic! Assisted by the ever 

bubbly Claire Heaven-Roberts they were a team not 

to be messed with, effortlessly producing the meals 

as soon as the orders came in. Nothing fazed them, 

and it was a joy to see them producing meal after 

meal to the delight of our customers. Great work my 

lovelies! xxx Jan also ran the salad & sandwich 

preparation team again this year, ably assisted by Lyn 

Ford, Ann Stamper & Jean Thomas. I can tell you, 

this team works so incredible well together and there 

are always hoots of laughter emulating from the 

vestry while they prepare the most delicious 

sandwiches & salad garnishes you could ever wish 

for. Team work at its very best! Well done girls! 

Many thanks, to each & every one of you.  

 

I was joined by Claire Heaven-Roberts & Sybil 

Tulloch for the early counter preparation. They were 

so well organized & this preparation gives us a 

fighting chance at lunchtime. To conform to food 

regulations we now have to plate the cakes & cling 

film them. While this is a laborious job & doesn’t 

look as pretty as cake stands & boxes, it proved to be 

invaluable when it came to serving the customers, we 

were able to whizz them through! So much easier! 

Claire prepared desserts & cream teas & was a real 

gem and Sybil was great too. This year Judy Bright 

joined the team for the first time. Judy worked front 

of house & then came back every night to join Mary 

& the evening crew for the big clean up! What an 

amazing lady she is! But, then what would you 

expect with Ethel Sellick as her mummy! Ethel 

started the refreshment for the Arts Festival & she 

still comes down to keep an eye on me & offer her 

support. Dearest Ethel dons her marigolds to help 

with the washing up ... & she’s, well, over 21!! Add 

to this formidable team the amazing Marjorie 

Maynard, who controlled the stock. Beryl Grace, 

Anne Kelly, Maggie Paine, Ivor Payne, Tina Ayre, 

Pam Buchanan Helen Ratcliffe, Jan Hamilton and 

Rosemary Stoyle who came in for the afternoon shift, 

to give us a much needed break. Then the lovely John 

Hemmings, Gemma Hughes, Hilary Duvall, Becky 

Stannard, Eileen Mason, Lorraine Colebrook, Sarah 

Crawford & some more first timers to the 

refreshment team Jane Ristic, Anne Vardy, Sylvia 

Gregory & you have a truly remarkable team who, by 

working together raised a staggering amount of 

money for our beautiful church.  

 

On Saturday afternoon we were joined by three Girl 

Guides, Lucy & Catherine Harget & Oriana Luffman 

who washed dishes, made tea, served customers & 

took cakes out to the lovely Lue Ashworth & Sue 

Harlow on the cake stall. Phew ...more next month.  

 

Thank you all so much.  

 

Anji Hartnell-Todd xxx 

 

 

 

 
 

Do you need funding for something that will 

benefit Thorverton? 

 

Focus is pleased to be able to offer funding for 

village organisations or individuals who need 

money for the benefit of the village. 

 

Funding should normally be limited to no more 

than 50% of the cost of the equipment requested;  

that there should be a maximum limit; and that 

account should be taken of the number of 

potential beneficiaries of the funding. 

 

Please submit any requests to Neville Lane, 

Focus Editor, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton or by 

email to focusonthorverton@yahoo.co.uk. 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:focusonthorverton@yahoo.co.uk
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Parish Church Services and News  

June 2012 SERVICES & INFORMATION 

The Netherexe Parishes - A Mission Community in the Diocese of Exeter  

 

3 June 2012 Trinity Sunday     

 

09:00 am Holy Communion    [C] Upton Pyne       DC 

10:00 am Service With A Smile  ☺ Brampford Speke                    Lay-Led & DC 

10:00 am Service of The Word    Stoke Canon  Lay-Led  

10:00 am Holy Communion & Baptism [C]  Thorverton   DD 

11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Rewe JD 

06:00 pm Songs of Praise   Poltimore   DC 

06:30 pm Evening Prayer  [BCP] Newton St Cyres  DD 
 

10 June 2012  Trinity 1 

 

08:00 am Holy Communion  [BCP] Thorverton   DC 

10:00 am Holy Communion   [C] Stoke Canon  JD 

10:15 am Family Service  ☺ Thorverton Country Show      Lay-Led & DC  

   At the field Ratcliffe Farm   

11:00 am Family Service & Holy Communion  [C] Newton St Cyres  DD 

 Patronal Festival & Lunch  

11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Upton Pyne                        Alan Simmonds 

06:30 pm Evening Prayer  [BCP] Huxham  JD  
  

17 June 2012  Trinity 2  

 

09:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Brampford Speke  JD 

10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Cadbury DC 

10:00 am  Holy Communion  [C] Poltimore  DD  

11:00 am Joint Service    Thorverton Baptist Church Baptist Officiant  
  Joint with Parish Church 

11:15 am Service of The Word    Rewe Lay-Led  

05:00 pm Holy Communion  [C] Stoke Canon  DC 
 

24 June 2012  Nativity of St John the Baptist 

 

09:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Huxham  JD & DD 

10:00 am Service of The Word   Cadbury Lay-Led  

10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Newton St Cyres  DC 

10:00 am Family Service  ☺ Thorverton  Lay-Led  

10:00 am Service of The Word   Upton Pyne  Lay-Led  

11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Netherexe DD 

06:30 pm Evening Prayer  [BCP] Poltimore  DD 
 

3 July 2012  Trinity 4 

 

08:00 am Holy Communion  [BCP] Newton St Cyres       DC 

10:00 am Service With A Smile  ☺ Brampford Speke  Lay-Led 

10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Poltimore   DD 

10:00 am Baptisms   Stoke Canon   DC 

10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Thorverton  JD 

11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Rewe                           Michael & Sharon Simpson 

06:30 pm Evening Prayer  [BCP] Cadbury DD 

06:30 pm Service of The Word    Newton St Cyres  JD 

 

Services in the Netherexe Parishes 
Your parish churches aim to provide a variety of service types to meet the needs of the whole community.  Most Sunday 

services except those early in the morning include hymns and music. Everyone is welcome at all services 

 

Service With A Smile  These Family Services are designed for all ages 

Brampford Speke & Stoke Canon   and with the needs of young children especially in 
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And Family Service Thorverton &  mind.  They are informal and contemporary in 

Newton St Cyres   style, often including a children’s activity at the 

  beginning; without communion.  Services usually last 

  about 35 minutes and are followed by refreshments 

 

Young People’s Group [YPG] Young people’s group meeting during the 10 am 

  Service at Thorverton on the first Sunday of the month 

  in school term time 

Holy Communion  [C] Traditional service in contemporary language [one hour] 

Holy Communion  [T] Traditional service in traditional language [one hour] 

Holy Communion  [BCP] Traditional service in traditional language [one hour] 

Service of The Word  [SW]  Morning or Evening Service [without communion] in 

  contemporary language, often Lay-Led 

Morning Prayer  [BCP] Traditional Morning Service [Mattins] from the Book of 

  Common Prayer [about an hour] 

Evening Prayer or [BCP] Traditional Evening Service from the Book of Common 

Choral Evensong  Prayer [about an hour] 

 

DAILY SERVICES – Usual pattern effective June 2012 

 

Tuesday 09:00 am Morning Prayer at Stoke Canon Chapel 

Tuesday 06:00 pm Evening Prayer at Rewe 

Wednesday 09:00 am Morning Prayer at Thorverton  

Thursday 09:00 am Morning Prayer at Thorverton  

Thursday 05:00 pm Evening Prayer at Newton St Cyres  

Friday 09:00 am Morning Prayer at Thorverton  

Saturday  09:00 am Morning Prayer at Thorverton  

 

Variations:  Tue 5
th

 Jun No Morning Prayer at Stoke Canon Chapel 

 Fri 15
th

 Jun  No Morning Prayer at Thorverton  

 Wed 20
th

 Jun Holy Communion at Thorverton [09:30 am BCP]  

 Wed 27
th

 Jun No Morning Prayer at Thorverton  

 Thu 28
th

 Jun No Morning Prayer at Thorverton  

   

Who’s Who …..? Abbreviations Key 

 

DD The Revd  Preb Douglas Dettmer Rector   01392 860332 

SS The Revd  Preb Sue Sheppard  Associate Minister 01392 841284 

JD The Revd  Julia Dallen   Assistant Curate 01392 861145  

DC The Revd  Dave Carrington   Assistant Curate 01392 841275 

 

Family Services of the Word marked ☺ are led by Lay Teams.  For more information about the Netherexe Parishes please see 

www.netherexe.org or contact: 

 

Mrs Margaret Lowe [Administrator] 

Tel: 07594 714590 - Tuesday & Thursday [08:30 – 16:30] 

Email: margaret.admin@netherexe.org 

Correspondence:  The Netherexe Parishes, PO Box 734, Stoke Canon, Exeter, EX5 4WP. 

 

 

Would you like a lift to church?  May we offer you a lift to the parish church or to a joint service elsewhere?  

For transport to Sunday services  from locations in Thorverton parish, please ring Steve Rendell on 01392 

860780.   

For transport to weekday Holy Communion at Thorverton please ring Margaret Turner -Warwick on 01392 

861173 

For transport from locations in Newton St Cyres parish please contact Mrs Charlotte Dyer on 01392 851618 

For transport from Rewe please contact Guy Sheppard on 01392 841284. 

 

 

http://www.netherexe.org/
mailto:margaret.admin@netherexe.org
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‘NONES’ at St Thomas à Becket Church 

Thorverton 
Thomas à Becket was educated at Merton Priory, 

London so it was not an enormous surprise when our 

church was asked if it would say the office of Nones 

on April 29
th
 along with Merton Priory and many 

other churches and cathedrals dedicated to him 

throughout the country and individuals across the 

world. 

 

Nones is one of the seven set daily prayers and dates 

back to King David who said “Seven times a day do I 

praise Thee”. It is said at approximately the ninth 

hour, the hour when Jesus yielded Himself into His 

Father’s hands. It was the office said and sung on 

Ascension Day May 3
rd

 1117 when the canons of St 

Mary’s Priory Merton entered their new building on 

the River Wandle. It was then the first office after the 

Dissolution said within the Chapter House remains at 

Merton, also on May 3
rd

, 1998. 

 

Here in Thorverton, a small number of us gathered in 

the Lady Chapel for the service which included three 

psalms, some New Testament readings and three 

hymns. We reflected on the contents of these and also 

pondered our small but possibly significant role in 

the history of these observances. 

 

Many churches dedicated to St Thomas were in the 

past ordered to change their allegiance but it seems 

that word may not have travelled to the wilds of the 

West Country so we continue here to bear his name. 

 

Parish Letter 
Diamonds are a girl's best friend 

What is it about Diamonds? They reflect light better 

than any other precious stone, which enhances the 

beauty of the wearer. They are very expensive 

because of the length of time it takes to create them, 

and so show the wealth of the one who owns them. 

They are such a hard material, that they can cut other 

hard materials and sculpt them. They are made of one 

of the most basic elements of our universe. 

 

Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II is celebrating her 

Diamond Jubilee this year, 60 years on the throne. 

This month in particular we are all invited to join in 

the celebrations with her. What is there to celebrate? 

 

As our Monarch, Her Majesty, is worn by the United 

Kingdom as a precious jewel. She reflects light 

around the world as our Queen. Her presence is 

welcomed by so many with great joy and excitement. 

Her presence reassures other nations of the greatness 

of Great Britain. Whether we are monarchists or not, 

her presence around the world does so much for the 

benefit of relationships with other nations, whether 

confidence in our ability to trade or to keep our 

promises to them. As a nation we bask in her light. 

 

Over the 80 or so years of her life and in particular 

the 60 of her reign as Queen, she has been formed 

and grown in wisdom and authority, her faith has 

flourished. This all takes time to mature and we can 

see in the comments of former Prime Ministers, and 

other Head's of State, how much they recognise and 

value these gifts in her. Her Christmas speeches to 

the nation each year has shown the growth of her 

faith and her willingness to share her insights from it.  

 

She has had to be resilient to periods of unpopularity 

and come through the very hard times in her life, not 

least the death of her Father, so unexpectedly, at an 

early age, taking on the role of Head of State. 

 

She is not immune to the problems we all face in life, 

just because she is Queen. Since her reign began she 

has had her fair share of family troubles with her 

sister, her children's marriage problems, and 

particularly the unpopularity around the death of 

Princess Diana, and then the death of her Mother. 

She is made of the same material as us all, she is 

human. 

 

Her Majesty's vocation in life has been to stand as the 

Head of State and represent us in the public domain 

of the World. She has done this with a strong sense of 

duty and loyalty to this country and the 

Commonwealth. She is also the Head of the Church 

of England, and in this she has been a very good 

example of someone who has faith. It has grown 

visibly and she is willing to share it. 

 

Though many might resent the apparent wealth and 

privilege, there are very few who would realistically 

want to have her job. The amount of reading and 

studying she has to do to keep up to date on every 

subject imaginable; the number of people she has to 

entertain, whether she likes them or not; the amount 

of smiling, handshaking, travelling and speaking; the 

loss of privacy; the walking, parades, opening 

venues, concerts and theatres she has to attend. All of 

this is done in the name of duty to us the people of 

Great Britain, and she has been doing it all her life. 

We may envy the servants and the officials who do 

the mundane things for her, but who in all honesty 

would work the hours she does twenty years beyond 

the time we all retire. Her stamina is remarkable. 

 

God save the Queen! Long live the Queen!  What a 

diamond!!  Enjoy your celebrations. 

 
Julia Dallen 
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Baptist Church 
Cow Parsley 

The best known of all the wild umbellifers fills our 

roadsides and hedgerows with its lovely frothy 

flowers as springtime merges into summer. Lady Day 

is on March 25
th
, when the Archangel Gabriel 

brought the stupendous news to Mary that she would 

have a son, who would also be the Son of God. 

Traditionally Gabriel is portrayed holding another 

flower, the Madonna lily. Madonna lilies are not 

natives but grow easily in any cottage garden, 

reminding us with what utter simplicity Mary replied 

to this astonishing message: ‘Let it be to me 

according to your word’ (Luke 1 v38) 

 

Ordinary life must have continued in the family home 

in Nazareth, and Mary, like any housewife, must 

have stitched and sewn. It is good to imagine, as our 

ancestors did with the help of flowers, something of 

that everyday life. 

 

So cow parsley is also called Our Lady’s lace, the 

harebell is her thimble and thrift her pincushion. The 

clematis is her bower and the cowslip her keys. The 

mullein flower is her taper, its leaves her flannel, and 

marigold her money. The teasel is her brush, and the 

anemone her nightcap. A rare cornfield weed is 

lady’s looking glass and another is called Our lady’s 

comb. The hay in the crib included lady’s bedstraw. 

Lungwort with its pink and blue flowers is Mary and 

Joseph themselves. 

 

Many valuable vegetables and herbs belong to the 

umbellifer family. Carrots and parsnips are 

umbellifers.  So are two herbs, which Mary must 

have used because Jesus scorned the Pharisees who 

taxed them-anise and cumin.  

 

Isaiah refers to the careful harvesting required for 

cumin seed. The herbs-parsley, fennel, chervil, 

coriander and sweet cicely are umbellifers, as is 

hemlock, the poison which Socrates drank at his 

execution.     

 

Cow parsley is so called because it was thought to be 

parsley fit only for cows.  

 

Milk for the family in Nazareth would have come 

from sheep and goats, but sometimes from cows, 

because Basham, famous for its fat cattle, is not far 

from Galilee. Cows would also have supplied leather 

for sandals and meat for the table. They are sacred in 

India because they are symbols of bounty. Oxen 

provided the power for ploughing. 

 

We still rely on cows for so much. They deserve 

good treatment, and their products should be fairly 

traded. Surely Our Lady paid a fair price for dairy 

produce? 

 

Christian Aid Week is over. About 300,000 

collectors have been walking the streets in the name 

of Jesus asking people to give money to the world’s 

poorest communities. I will stake my life that some 

got abused on a doorstep, nipped by a dog, or caught 

in a downpour. They have done it in order to stand 

alongside people in Christian Aid’s partner 

organizations who have been to prison, dodged 

bombs, or been beaten up by hired hoodlums because 

that is the cost of striving for righteousness. 

Whatever else you have to do in the next ten minutes, 

put it down for a few seconds and bring to mind 

those who, in the name of Jesus, have had to face 

miserable circumstances this month. 

 

Thank you to all who have collected or given in this 

area during the week, and if in any way you missed 

the collector, you can hand it in to the post office or 

Ferndale in Bullen Street at any time. 

 

The Baptist Church gives you all a very warm 

welcome to their services on Sunday mornings at 11-

00am. 

 

  Phyllis Langdon,  Church Secretary 

 

 

Ladies Group 
Our usual May Barbecue was postponed until June, 

because of holidays.  The new date (please note) will 

be on June 21
st
 and will be held as usual at Moss 

Bank, School Lane, by kind invitation of Beryl and 

Jeff Grace. 

 

Please be there by 6-30pm, and please contact Beryl 

on 860489, as to what you can bring, to help with the 

Barbecue and to give her an idea of numbers 

attending.  

 

This will be our last meeting for the summer, the next 

winter session will start on October 11
th
, unless we 

notify you any different.    

Phyllis Langdon 

 

Thorverton PTFA  
 

Bag2school : July 5
th
 

 

Everybody is welcome to get involved in this 

excellent opportunity to have a good clear out AND 

help us raise money for the school. We take items in 

any type of bag and the more we collect the more 

money we raise. Please give good quality clean 
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clothes, bedding, curtains, soft toys, belts, handbags 

and shoes (please tie shoes together).  

 

Cake Stall @ The Saturday Market 

 

The cake stall continues to run every month and is 

vital in providing a regular and much needed income 

over the year. Many thanks to those of you who bake 

cakes and/or buy cakes - your support is very much 

appreciated. Cake donations are always very 

welcome and can be brought to school on the Friday. 

Thank you to Carol Pearn for all her hard work with 

managing the stall every month. 

 

The Giving Machine 

 

The school is now registered on TheGivingMachine. 

Every time you shop online with over 360 of the 

UK’s top brands – Amazon, Ebay, John Lewis, Next 

(to name but a few), they will give our school a free 

donation. You don’t have to buy anything you 

wouldn’t normally buy, and it won’t cost you any 

more. To join up please go to 

www.TheGivingMachine.co.uk it’s very simple to do 

and you can then start helping to raise money for the 

school as soon as you shop !  
 

Finally, we would like to thank you for your 

continued support, and we look forward to seeing 

you at our events. 

 

 

Katie Vanstone, on behalf of Thorverton PTFA 

  
 

Thorverton School 
 

The new Governing Body of the Exe Valley 

Federation (comprising the primary schools of 

Thorverton, Cheriton Fitzpaine and Newton St 

Cyres) met for the first time at QECC College House 

on Tuesday 17
th
 April. Bryony Gilbert was elected as 

Chair of Governors and we began the exciting task of 

developing a vision for the future of our newly 

federated schools. Members of the new Governing 

Body with closest links to Thorverton are Douglas 

Dettmer, Clive Hamblin, Sara Burnand, Allison 

Toogood, Oliver White and myself. 

 

The Governors decided that it was important to form 

an Ethos Committee in each of the three member 

schools, convened by the individual Heads of 

Teaching and Learning, which will be a forum for 

discussing practical ways to sustain and develop the 

individual qualities and values of the school.  

Whilst the majority of members of these committees 

will not be part of the Governing Body, they will be 

able to trigger direct input to both Governors and the 

Executive Headteacher of the Federation, Heather 

Perry. It will also be important for the three Ethos 

Committees to share their ideas with each other so 

that all three schools benefit from their inspiration 

and enthusiasm.  

 

The Governors hope that representatives of our 

parents and members of the Thorverton community 

who have an interest in our village school and its 

future will consider taking part in the Thorverton 

School Ethos Committee and help to ensure that both 

groups feel they are important participants in the 

Federation. If you would like any further information 

about the Committee or would consider joining it, 

please contact either the Head of Teaching and 

Learning at Thorverton School – Mr. Oliver White 

(860374), Allison Toogood (861118) or me 

(860295). Looking forward to hearing from you! 

 

Sarah Crawford, Vice Chair of Governors,  

The Exe Valley Federation 

 

Meet the School’s new Head 
 

Hello Thorverton! By the time you read this I will 

have taken up my new role as Head of Teaching and 

Learning at Thorverton C of E Primary School. I am 

tremendously excited about working in your 

community and I am sure that I will get to know the 

people of Thorverton very well over the coming 

months and years. I start working at the school on the 

21
st
 May. Initially, I will be busy getting to know the 

children, staff and parents of the school so here are a 

few more details about me for all members of the 

wider community. 

 

I am 34 years old and I have 11 years teaching 

experience having trained at Rolle College in 

Exmouth in Education with Art & Design. My 

previous post was at Kentisbeare C of E Primary 

School where I was head of KS2 with a teaching 

responsibility in Year 6. I have also taught full time 

in years 2,3,4 and 5. My teaching responsibility in 

Thorverton School is in Years 2 and 3. I am very 

much looking forward to teaching the younger 

children again. 

 

I have lived in Devon since I was 2 and grew up in 

Tavistock, so I consider myself to be a true Devon 

boy! I currently live in Exmouth with my wife Celine 

who is also a teacher. She is expecting our first child 

in September so as you can imagine I have a long list 

of jobs to complete in my ‘spare time!’ Celine is a 

French Native so we spend a lot of time in France 

visiting her family, and yes, my French should be 

better than it is after eight years together! 

http://www.thegivingmachine.co.uk/
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Outside of work, my big passion is for swimming. I 

still compete in the pool with the Devon County 

Masters team but my main love is for open water 

swimming. My biggest achievement to date is a solo 

swim of the English Channel a few years ago. I also 

swam in celebrity relay team across the Irish Sea last 

summer, led by Ronan Keating. It was quite an 

experience; it took us nearly 3 days! I regularly travel 

around the country to compete in long distance 

swims. It sounds mad but I don’t really get going 

until I get past 10 miles! 

 

I know this is introduction is brief, but I am looking 

forward to getting to know everyone in the 

community of Thorverton and working with the 

children that attend the school. I am very 

approachable so please feel free to introduce yourself 

if you see me out and about. 

 

Olly White 

 

Women’s Institute 
  
Every year the National WI forwards an amendment 

to Parliament.  This year’s amendment was the need 

for more midwives.  It is felt that with the population 

growing the existing midwives will be unable to 

provide the service required of them as they are 

under great strain to do so now. 

 

Following a discussion it was unanimously agreed by 

our members that this amendment should go ahead.  

 

Sylv Gregory 

 
Charity No. 229868 

       

 
 

Golf Society  
Sunday 6

th
 May, 2012 

 

Was it the “Big Storm” or was it the “Great Storm”? 

Whichever it was, Sunday 29
th
 April saw your 

correspondent clinging on to his carport roof at 6am 

in the pouring rain while Mrs Potter fetched as many 

heavy items as she could find for him to weigh down 

the itinerant panel. Thoughts of impending golf were 

far from his mind. But, back to the actual golf, a 

week later. 

 

Playing in pleasant weather, eight of the 13 

participants scored par or better with pride of place 

going to David Harlow with an impressive 26 points, 

equalling the society’s best ever, attracting a 4.5 shot 

cut. And there wasn’t a yellow ball in sight. Second 

was Mark Cummins on 22 points, followed by Phil 

Beasley, 20, and Jim Chappelle, 19, each with cuts of 

varying severity. 

 

Shortest drive was contributed by one of the longest 

hitters, Chris Harlow, who claimed the conversation 

between his father and Mr Beasley, from somewhere 

over the horizon, put him off. Mr Beasley it was who 

had the Donna-Y moment. Having driven to within a 

few feet of the 6
th
 green, a distance of over 300 yards, 

he declared to his playing partners that a two was 

distinctly possible. However, shot two was 6 feet 

short, the third went two feet past, number four went 

a foot the other way leaving a certainty for shot five, 

duly sunk. Oh, the cruelty of golf. 

 

Sunday 13
th

 May 2012 

 

Ah, summer at last, or so the eleven golfers thought 

at the time. Despite this, best form was not on show 

by too many of the players, although Andy French 

clearly enjoyed the sunshine as he scored 19 points, 

one ahead of Chris Harlow and Jim Chappelle with 

18 each. Paul Richards found the going a little 

tougher as his 7
th
 tee shot would not have reach the 

other end had it been delivered from wicket to 

wicket. 

 

They say that lightning does not strike twice. Try 

convincing Phil Beasley of that. Cast your mind back 

a few lines to the point where I explained Phil’s long 

drive on the 6
th
 hole. 300 yards plus I believe. Yes, he 

did it again. But this time he didn’t take another four 

shots to get down. Oh no! This time it was six more! 

Donna-Y with a vengeance. 

 

Don’t forget, there are two Sunday events each 

month. All are welcome. Details at The Exeter. 

 

G.S. Potter 
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Cadbury Fun Run 
Unusually, a May event this year, and what a lovely 

afternoon it was too. 

 

At the start: 

 
 

First and second home this year – Luke Vukusic and 

Russ Winter: 

 

 
 

And the refreshments team: 

  
 

 

 
 

Darts Success at the Thorverton 
Arms 
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Thorverton Country Show 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WANTED - Bric-a-brac and books for the second-

hand tent at the Show. If you have anything you 

would like to donate either drop it off at Waters Ford 

before the Show, or take it straight to the Show site 

on Friday 8
th
. 

 

HELPERS WANTED URGENTLY 

Thank you to all of you who have already come 

forward with offers of help. However, we still have 

some spaces so if you feel you could spare us a few 

hours over the weekend of the Show, or before/after 

working on the site please let us know as soon as 

possible. We have already started working on the 

rotas so need to know who can fill our empty slots 

really quickly. 

 

 If you can help in any way please contact John or 

Jean White on 860827 or call in at Waters Ford. We 

really do need you so please contact us as soon as 

possible. 

 

We are still looking for help with selling Draw 

tickets prior to the Show. For every £25 worth of 

draw tickets you sell we will give you one free pass.  

 

HOMECRAFT 

This year we are having a home craft tent.  There are 

24 classes for adults and children, ranging from 

cookery, flower arrangements, needlework to art 

work, If you are interested in entering forms can be 

collected from Jean White, from the post office, on 

our web site www.thorvertoncountryshow.co.uk or 

contact Tina,(860434) or Claire (861399). Closing 

date for entries is Wed 6
th
.  

 

Entry forms for the Dog Show are available from 

Jean White, the Post Office or the web site. They will 

also be available at the Show. 

 

 

SATURDAY NIGHT ENTERTAINMENT 
This year we are having a Family Disco on Saturday 

6.00 – 9.00pm in the Bar Marquee on the Show site. 

The Bar will stay open beyond this time but there 

will be no organised music.  

This will be a more low-key occasion than it has been 

for the last few years and will be very much family 

orientated. It is for villagers and those staying 

overnight on the site. Anyone under 18 will only be 

admitted if they are with a responsible adult. Both 

Gate and Bar staff reserve the right to ask for proof 

of age. 

There will be Security Guards on duty from 5.00pm 

on Saturday until 7.00am on Sunday. 

 

THORVERTON 
COUNTRY SHOW 

 

Opened by 
TONY BEARD 

THE WAG from WIDECOMBE 
 

ESSEX DOG DISPLAY TEAM 
 

SEARCHERS WILD WEST 
RE-ENACTMENT SOCIETY 

 
FALCONRY 

 
FAMILY DOG SHOW 

 

TERRIER RACING 

 

PORDUCE/HOMECRAFT TENT 

 

POULTRY TENT 

 

TIVERTON TOWN BAND  

 

Vintage Vehicles -Stalls- Craft/Food Tent  

Country Crafts etc. 

Children’s Entertainer  

 
9th & 10th JUNE 
Ratcliffe Farm 

 

10.00- 5.00 
Tickets £5 (adults) £3 (children) 

Ring 860827 for more details 

 
Family Disco – Sat 6.00- 9.00pm 

 
Under 18 – you must come with an adult! 

 
Free Entry to evening Entertainment 

 

 

 

http://www.thorvertoncountryshow.co.uk/
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HOMECRAFT EXHIBITS 

 Adult Classes  
1. Victoria Sandwich  

2. Boiled Fruit Cake (Recipe Supplied,)  

3. Four Savoury Scones  

4. Four Sausage Rolls  

5. Romantic Picnic for two  

6. Glazed Fruit Tart  

7. Soft Fruit Jam (12oz or 16oz jar)  

8. Jar of Marmalade (12oz or 16oz jar)  

9. Bottle of Homemade Drink  

10. Piece of Tapestry (Framed or Unframed)  

11. Knitted Article  

12. Pot Plant (Flowering)  

13. Pot Plant (Foliage)  

14. Five Stems of Garden Flowers  

15. Bridesmaids Posy  

16. One Photograph (Village life)  
Prizes 1st £2.50 2nd £2 3rd £1  
 
Junior Classes  
17. Painted Watering Can (11-16 years)  

18. Decorated Welly Boot (8-11 years)  

19. Miniature Garden (7 years and under)  

20. Poster for the Olympic Games  

           (11-16 years)  

21. Home Made Pizza (11-16 years) 

22. 5 Decorated Cup Cakes  

          (11 years and under) 

23. A Monster made from things in your 
recycling box (11-16 years) 

24. An animal made from fruit and vegetables  

          (11 years and under)  

Prizes - 1st £1 2nd 75p 3rd 50p 
 

DOG SHOW CLASSES 

Class 1  Best Veteran (9 Yrs & over) 

Class 2   Prettiest Bitch 

Class 3  Most Handsome Dog 

Class 4  Best Smooth-haired Dog/Bitch 

Class 5  Best Hairy Dog/Bitch 

Class 6   Best Rescue  

Class 7   Best Child Handler (7 -16 yrs) 

Class 8  Best Condition 

Class 9  Most Appealing Ears 

Class 10 Dog with the best trick 

Class 11 Dog the Judge would most like to 

take home 

Class 12 Best overall Dog/Bitch 

            (Open to winners Classes 1- 11) 

 

The Dog Show will take place from 2.00pm each 

day. Entries to be submitted to the Dog Show Clerk 

on the day. Entry fee £1 per dog per class. 

Silver Dancers 
 

You’ve heard of silver surfers well now you have the 

chance to try silver dancers (& you don’t even have 

to have silver hair). As no dance experience is 

necessary why not join the Dolphin group at the 

Thorverton Arms on Thursday 7
th
, 21

st
 June and 5

th
, 

19
th
 July at 10.30am. 

 

Seated or standing Susanna, from Dance in Devon, 

will help and encourage you to have fun and move to 

music. So come and try a session at the special rate of 

£2 per session to include refreshments. 

 

Just turn up at the pub or if you want to know more 

phone Upstream on 01363 778366. 

 

Gilly Haysom 

 

Garden Club   
 

On the 21
st
 May we welcomed back Allan Leaming 

from Bernaville.  He gave us a very interesting talk 

and demonstration on how to prepare and fill your 

hanging baskets or decorative pots – what never 

ceased to amaze us was the number of plants put into 

each container – certainly more than the average 

person probably does – and every time finished up 

with a very splendid exhibit. 

 

This month of course on the 16
th
 June we will be 

having our annual flower show at Upton Pyne 

Village Hall – we do hope that lots of people will 

come along to view the exhibits or to take part if they 

wish – and enjoy a cup of tea and slice or two of one 

of the lovely home made cakes which will be 

available. 

 

On Thursday 5
th
 July we hope to be able to have our 

annual outing, this time to Arlington Court in north 

Devon which has a very interesting collection of 

period carriages as well as a lovely house and 

gardens.  If anyone is interested in joining us do 

please let me know. 

 

Our next talk will be on Monday 17
th
 September 

when Kate Tuke will be coming to give us a talk on 

Killerton – Past, Present and Future.  If anyone 

would like more details about the Garden Club do 

contact me – it is a very friendly group and new 

members are always welcome. 

 

Ros Rowlerson,  Tel: 861 205 
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Village Photograph – May 2012 

 

 
 
 
If anyone is missing and wants to be added please contact John Spivey via jfspivey@yahoo.com or phone 01392 

861324.  John is also taking orders for prints.  12"x8" for £5 and 18"x12" for £7 by email or phone. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:jfspivey@yahoo.com
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Photo by John Spivey 
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Legal Eagle 
 

Last month we looked at the requirement that 

property, in order to be stolen, must belong to 

another. Having consider the provisions of section 

5(1) it is now necessary to consider three special sets 

of circumstances provided for in Section 5(2),(3) and 

(4). 

 

Section 5(2) deals with property held on trust and 

provides: 

 

‘Where property is subject to a trust, the person to 

whom it belongs shall be regarded as including any 

person having the right to enforce the trust, and an 

intention to defeat the trust shall be regarded 

accordingly as an intention to deprive of the property 

any person having that right’ 

 

As a general rule, theft by a trustee from a trust will 

fall within s5(1). The trustee has a legal interest in 

the property; the beneficiaries have an equitable 

interest. Where, however, the trust does not have 

identifiable beneficiaries, such as a charitable trust, 

s5(2) applies. The Attorney-General is the person 

who enforces charitable trusts so any theft of the trust 

property is theft from him. 

 

Section 5(3) deals with property received for a 

particular purpose: 

 

‘When a person receives property from or on account 

of another, and is under an obligation to the other 

person to retain and deal with that property or its 

proceeds in a particular way, the property or 

proceeds shall be regarded (as against him) as 

belonging to the other.’ 

 

There are two situations to consider, property 

received ‘from’ another and property received ‘on 

account’ of another. 

 

Where a person receives property ’from another’ the 

property becomes the property of the recipient unless 

there is a legal obligation to deal with the property in 

a particular way. S5(3) provides that if such a legal 

obligation exists then the property still belongs to the 

person who parted with it. 

 

In Davidge –v- Bunnett [1984], the accused was 

given money by her flatmates to pay the gas bill. She 

spent it on other things. She was held guilty of theft. 

She was under a legal duty to use the money to pay 

the gas bill. 

 

Where property is received ‘on account of another’ 

s5(3) provides that the property belongs to the person 

expecting to receive it. 

 

S5(3) was applied in Wain [1995], the accused 

organized events which raised nearly £3,000 for 

charity. He put the money in his own bank account 

and withdrew money from that account. The court 

held that the accused was under an obligation to 

retain, if not the actual bank notes and coins, at least 

their proceeds.  

 

In Dyke and Munroe [2002] the Court of Appeal 

adopted a rather more robust approach to a similar 

problem. The accused were trustees of a charity that 

raised money for leukaemia research and treatment. 

They spent the money that had been collected from 

street collections and were subsequently prosecuted 

for and convicted of theft. On appeal to the Court of 

Appeal, the Court held that when the money entered 

the collection boxes title passed straight to the 

charity, therefore, it was unnecessary to show that the 

money was held on account of the charity under 

s5(3). 

 

Section 5(4) applies to property received by mistake: 

 

‘Where a person gets property by another’s mistake, 

and is under an obligation to make restoration (in 

whole or in part) of the property, or its proceeds, or 

of the value thereof, then to the extent of that 

obligation the property or proceeds shall be 

regarded ( as against him) as belonging to the person 

entitled to restoration, and an intention not to make 

restoration shall be regarded accordingly as an 

intention to deprive that person of the property or 

proceeds.’ 

 

In essence the section provides that if there is an 

obligation to make restoration i.e. return, the property 

or its proceeds then the property still belongs to the 

person who parted with it. 

 

In A-G’s Reference (No 1 of 1983) [1985] the 

accused was mistakenly overpaid £74.74 by her 

employers. The Court of Appeal held that she was 

under a duty to make restoration of the value of the 

property she had been paid by mistake. 

 

Next month we shall turn our attention to the mens 

rea of theft, namely dishonesty and the intention 

permanently to deprive. 

 

 

Clive Hamblin 
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Thorverton Co-Operative Trust Ltd 
Our community organisation supporting Thorverton 

Post Office, TCT Ltd has come to the end of another 

financial year. The newspaper and stationery shop 

has been well supported over the past year as has the 

post office of course. Thank you to so many of you 

who shop with us regularly or have regular 

paper/magazine orders.  

 

By being a member of TCT Ltd, you show your 

commitment to and support for continuing to 

maintain a post office here in Thorverton. Your £5 

annual subscriptions and other donations help to keep 

the business going. 

 

If you are already a member, please make use of the 

form below to renew your subscription as soon as 

possible. If you are NOT already a member, please 

do become one now by using the relevant form 

below. 

Forms and subscription payments can be left at 

Thorverton Post Office or 25 The Glebe. 

 

If you have any time to spare helping to run the 

business, then it would be much appreciated. Some of 

our staff may be retiring in the foreseeable future and 

we are already short of people to help early on 

Sundays and when people are ill or on holiday. Do 

talk to Jill Blewett or Heather Kershaw if you can 

help. 

 

With thanks. 

 

Heather Kershaw,  Chair and Membership Secretary 

TCT Ltd 

 

 

 

To the Council of Thorverton Cooperative Trust Limited 

 

I   -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------(name)                                                                           

 

of ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- (address & post-code) 

 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- (e-mail address), 

 

wish to renew my membership of Thorverton Cooperative Trust Ltd.  I enclose my £5 membership subscription for 

the year 1/06/2012 – 31/05/2013. (Cheques payable to Thorverton Cooperative Trust Ltd) 

 

 

Signature-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------     Date--------------------------- 

 

 

 

To the Council of Thorverton Cooperative Trust Limited. 

 

I --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------(name)  

 

of ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------(address & postcode) 

 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------(e-mail address) 

 

wish to become a member of Thorverton Cooperative Trust Ltd and hereby apply to be admitted as a member 

subject to the provisions of its Memorandum and Articles of Association (see PO noticeboard or contact the 

Secretary to view the full document) 

 

Signature------------------------------------------------------------------------------Date--------------------------------------------  

 

I enclose my  £5 membership subscription for the year 1/06/2012 - 31/05/2013. (Cheques payable to Thorverton 

Cooperative Trust Ltd) 
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Thorverton Memorial Hall 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reg. Charity no. 20377 

 

May Saturday Market Draw 

The May draw results were as follows: 

1
st
 prize: Duck dinner won by S.Selley 

2
nd

 prize: Cheese and biscuits won by R.Barton 

3
rd

 prize: Tin of shortbread biscuits won by B.Baker. 

 

Yoga Class 

The yoga class is back on Thursday evenings, 

starting 7.00 p.m.  There are still some places for new 

participants so if you fancy the relaxation or want to 

improve your fitness just go along on the night. 

 

TADS talent night, Saturday, 7
th

 July. 

A fun ‘talent/open mike’ evening for all ages, open to 

everyone at the Memorial Hall.  If you can dance, 

sing, tell jokes, mime, play an instrument, juggle, act 

or whatever, TADS wants to see you.  For more 

details see posters or contact Colin Marshall, 01392 

861228. 

 

Memorial Hall Committee. 

The following are the members of the Committee: 

Mike Shelton (Chair), Sarah Addicott, Di Baker, 

Roger Fieldhouse, Jeff Grace, Bob Hyde, Anna 

Marks, Colin Marshall, Clare Roberts and Tony 

Woodhouse.  Between them they undertake the 

various responsibilities and tasks associated with 

maintaining the hall and running its activities These 

include financial management, hirings and events, 

secretarial tasks, regular maintenance of the hall and 

grounds, caretaking, health and safety, the Saturday 

Market, running the bar when required, planning 

renovations and future developments, submissions to 

the Charity Commissioners, etc.  All these tasks are 

regularly discussed and dealt with at Committee 

meetings but each member of the Committee has a 

particular responsibility for one or more of them. 

 

If you have any comments or queries about the Hall 

or suggestions for other activities please do not 

hesitate to contact any member of the Committee. 

 

There are currently three vacancies for 

representatives of village organisations on the 

Committee.  If any organisations would like to 

nominate a representative please contact Mike 

Shelton, tel. 861027 or email 

mshelton44@hotmail.co.uk 

 
 

 

I Don’t Believe It 
 

I understand why prestigious businesses select sunny 

south facing premises, but in the case of my bank this 

has resulted in 8 out of 10 of their holes in the wall 

being almost unusable on sunny days.  

 

With Greece, Spain, and others at risk of financial 

meltdown we cannot afford to be smug. At least they 

still own much of their utility infrastructure, many 

national companies and public buildings. After the 

massive sell off of our national assets, started in 

1980’s by a well-known grocers daughter, chemist 

and barrister (and continued by others since) we have 

relatively little of value left to pawn and, thanks to a 

canny Scotsman, 400 tons less gold. 

 

I don’t know how the tarmacadam executives at 

County Hall select roads for repairs and resurfacing, 

but it appears they are using a random number 

generator - not dissimilar to the one that draws the 

numbers for our Saturday Market raffle. I hope the 

numbers 3, 9 and 6 come up soon before some cyclist 

or scooter rider is killed or injured avoiding potholes 

on the bends beyond Stoke Cannon. 

 

I can hardly believe it, but I’d like to thank BT. After 

my broadband went down and resisted several 

attempts to restart I spoke to their agent in India. He 

confirmed that my line was OK and that my loss of 

Broadband was due to some upgrading work on the 

Silverton exchange and should be restored in a 

couple of hours. He explained he was going home 

soon but would ring back in the morning - he started 

at 7am UK time and would a call around 8am be 

OK? The next morning, a few minutes after 8, the 

phone rang and it was my new best friend checking 

that my Broadband was working properly. 

     

Commentator
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TADS - Thorverton Amateur 
Dramatic Society 

 
From the AGM on 9

th
 May: Committee: 

 

Chair - Colin Marshall;  

Vice - Simon Ette;  

Secretary - Alison Marshall;  

Treasurer - John White;  

Ordinary Committee - Bob Hyde, Cathy Williams, 

Sylvia Wakeham 

 

Membership: 

It was agreed that the membership fee remain at £5 

this year (£1 for students and juniors etc) a 

membership form can be obtained from any 

Committee member who can also collect your 

payment. Alternatively please bring your payment to 

the next meeting.  Last year membership reached 33 

and this year we are aiming to build on that. 

 

TADS  new Constitution: 

At the AGM it was voted that the new updated 

version of the Constitution be adopted. A copy can be 

obtained from any Committee member. Many thanks 

go out to David Salter who spent many an hour 

sorting this out for TADS. 

 

Forthcoming Events: 

Play Reading: ‘The Cat Sitter’ by local writer James 

Muirden. Exeter Inn, Thursday 24
th
 May at 7.45pm. 

Details from Mary Ette  on  861349 

 

Thorverton’s Got Talent! A fun ‘talent /open mike’ 

evening for all ages & open to everyone on Saturday 

July 7
th
 at Thorverton Memorial Hall.  If you can 

dance, sing, tell jokes, mime, play an instrument, 

juggle, act or more we want to see you! Check out 

the posters for  more details.  

 

TADS Summer BBQ: 
Wednesday June 27

th
 in the Exeter Inn Garden.   

 

Autumn Play: 

More from Simon & Mary soon  

 

2012 Pantomime: 

Book out the 6
th
, 7

th
 and 8

th
 of December for the next 

magical production!  We have some ideas but would 

love to hear yours at the  ‘Panto planning meeting’ - 

date to be announced shortly.    

 

Next Meeting: 

It was agreed that business meetings will now be  

bi-monthly with additional meetings called as 

required. The next business meeting will be 

Wednesday 25
th
 July, 8pm, in the Exeter Inn .         

 

Website: 

Bob Hyde is looking into getting our TADS website 

up and running and will  have more news for us 

shortly. 

 

E-mail: 

All   TADS e-mail communication should now be 

directed through the Chair  so you can contact Colin  

on aj.marshall@btinternet.com  

 

NODA:  

For the July meeting and workshop information call 

Sylvia Wakeham on 861390. 

 

 

If you have any ideas for TADS or would like to 

Direct, Produce, Act or help back stage please ‘speak 

up’ and talk to a Committee member or come along 

to the next meeting.   

 

See you there!   

Colin Marshall 

Nature Notes 
 It is my impression this spring is so alive with the 

songs of chiffchaff, blackcap and whitethroat. The 

warm weather at the end of March encouraged 

bluebells to flower early and because of the cool 

conditions that followed, their flowering season has 

been drawn out, and so they are still vibrant now.   

 

After the record breaking wettest April since records 

began, out came the sun to warm the first day of 

May. The change in the weather brought out orange 

tip and other butterflies but the best surprise of the 

day was ‘our’ female grass snake basking on the edge 

of the pond, back with us for another year. Swifts 

were seen in the village as well this day.  

 

The TARTS walk around Mortehoe and Lee on 5
th
 

May was memorable for the fantastic flora along the 

coastal footpath. Swathes of bluebells with primroses 

sprinkled among them, golden bushes of gorse, 

kidney vetch, birds foot trefoil, sheep’s-bit scabious, 

early purple orchid, thrift, lousewort, milkwort to 

name but a few. Whitethroat, blackcap, chiffchaff, 

oyster catcher and male and female stonechats were 

seen as well as many wheatear. Lots of St Mark’s fly 

mailto:aj.marshall@btinternet.com
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were airborne and at Morte Point we found a large oil 

beetle and it was photographed. 

 

Last year Buglife – The Invertebrate Conservation 

Trust asked the public to send in records of oil beetle 

sightings. This I duly did, of the two records from 

past TARTS walks, one from a walk in South Devon 

and the other from North Devon. Buglife were so 

pleased with the number of people who took part, 

they were able to add over a thousand new records to 

their database. The information gathered confirms oil 

beetles are in decline. For more information on the 

results and maps please go to 

http://www.buglife.org.uk/getinvolved/surveys/Oil+

Beetle+Hunt/Oil+Beetle+Hunt+-

+Survey+results+2011. Buglife has re-launched the 

survey for 2012 and you still have time to look out 

for these unusual beetles that can be spotted between 

March and June. Please take a camera on your walks 

as a photograph of your beetle sighting will need to 

be sent to Buglife for verification. Last year only 20 

photographs of all those sent were not oil beetles.  

 

Other News from the village. 

 At Willow Cottage, Raddon a turtle dove turned up 

in the garden but unfortunately did not stay. The 

turtle dove has been in the news very recently due to 

its rapid decline in numbers. In a garden in The 

Glebe a pair of blackcaps bathe in a birdbath. A tree 

creeper has also been seen in the same garden. Last 

month I mentioned the sparrow hawk that decided to 

perch in a garage and lately one ended up in the 

greenhouse of the same location in Milford Lane.    

 

April news from Gus Christianson in Silver Street  
A blackbird at No 9 is called “Olivia Perkin” because 

that is what it’s very repetitive call sounds like to me, 

but that makes no sense to anyone else. There, the 

blackbirds are most lucky because the big bramley 

trees rain down bushels of apples which are allowed 

to lie for them all winter. The blackbirds never go 

hungry, and they time their fledging of young to 

coincide with the earliest strawberries.  

 

I blame the very dry weather for the absence of 

thrushes here now. Since April 17
th
 it has been wet 

but that may be too late for some species. I have so 

much enjoyed the thrush’s song for years before. 

Neither do I ever hear them banging snails on the tin 

roof to smash their shells. These molluscs hide away 

with their shells sealed by a hard shield to stop 

moisture escaping, and thus survive drought. Only 

when things are soggy will they emerge to devastate 

your hostas, but by then the thrushes may have 

starved or left. 

 

House Martins were first seen at Raddon Court where 

they have lots of nests, 18
th
 April, and generally local 

soon after. At Woodbury (where Gus works) we only 

get swallows and they always seem to arrive a bit 

later. 

 

I have maligned the rooks, for their vocabulary has 

greatly increased as they have nested and are now 

looking after their babies. Their calls are softer and 

have much more tonal diversity. Parenthood is a 

great mellowing influence. 

 

25
th
 April the rook babies are teetering on the edge of 

their nests waving their stubby wings and trying a bit 

of twig clambering. I hope that when they reach the 

ground they will not be pounced on by cats, who are 

really there in wait for baby rabbits; but you know 

what cats are like. 

 

I know when it’s time to stop work because all the 

blackbirds collectively call “Mick Mick Mick”, and 

in five minutes I will not be able to see what I am 

doing. I quite agree we interpret bird call differently, 

my translation of blackbirds last notes of the evening 

is pink pink pink - Jenny  

 

Looking forward to June 

‘Moth Night’ organised by Atropos and Butterfly 

Conservation in association with the Centre for 

Ecology & Hydrology takes place this year from 21
st
 

to 23 June. You can get involved by recording the 
moths you see during the day and night during this 

period. For more information and to submit your 

records go to www.mothnight.info.   

 

 

Jenny Garne  

 

TARTS  
Thorverton Amblers Ramblers and Trampers  

 

All walks meet opposite the church at 0930, and are 

suitable for dogs unless otherwise stated. Shorter 

walks are usually 4 – 6 miles in length and longer 

walks 6 – 9 miles, however precise details of each 

walk (length, gradient, lunch information etc) will be  

 

 

 

displayed approximately a week before the walk in 

the Old Post Office Window and on the village notice 

board. If you would like to be included on the email 

list contact Caroline (861002) or Graeme (860203). 

 

Caroline Prince 

http://www.buglife.org.uk/getinvolved/surveys/Oil+Beetle+Hunt/Oil+Beetle+Hunt+-+Survey+results+2011
http://www.buglife.org.uk/getinvolved/surveys/Oil+Beetle+Hunt/Oil+Beetle+Hunt+-+Survey+results+2011
http://www.buglife.org.uk/getinvolved/surveys/Oil+Beetle+Hunt/Oil+Beetle+Hunt+-+Survey+results+2011
http://www.mothnight.info/
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Thorverton and District History 
Society 

 
 

Local Historian, Dartmoor National Park Guide, 

author and publisher Paul Rendell presented his 

illustrated talk on the Tamar Valley with the 

enthusiasm and depth of knowledge that comes 

from growing up on the Devon bank of the river. 

Rising near Tamar Lake reservoir, only a few 

miles from the Atlantic coast, the river winds its 

way 60 miles to the sea at Plymouth, providing a 

natural boundary between the counties of Devon 

and Cornwall. 

 

In the 1820’s construction of the circuitous Bude 

canal to just north of Launceston was an 

important transport link for lime and sand, 

needed in large quantities to improve soil 

quality. However, despite the use of inovative 

wheeled tub boats and inclined planes, the initial 

concept of linking the Atlantic to the English 

Channel via the Tamar, thereby avoiding the 

long and treacherous sea passage around Lands 

End, was never realised. The advent of the 

railway finally resulted in closure of the canal, 

but a section at Bude remains for leisure 

pursuits. 

 

Today views of the tranquil picturesque wooded 

Tamar Valley give little clue to the noisy, smoky 

and dirty mining and industrial centre it was in 

the mid-19
th

 century. At that time Devon Great 

Consols was the richest copper mining area in 

Europe employing over a thousand men and 

honeycombed with 18 miles of tunnels. A 

mineral railway was built to transport the ore 

from the mines to Morwellham Quay for transfer 

to barges and on to Plymouth and world markets. 

Towards the end of the century arsenic became 

the areas main yield. With its own boat building 

and repair yards at Calstock and some 150 barge 

movements each day Paul compared the 

importance of the Tamar then to the role of the 

M5 in today’s world. 

 

Gunnislake, Calstock and other settlements 

along the Tamar owe their existence to the 

fortunes made (and lost) in nearby mines. A slide 

showing the Chip Shop Inn referred not to the 

menu but to the chips or tokens issued by mine 

companies to pay miners, exchangeable for 

goods at the shop owned by the mine. 

 

Despite receiving 3d per ton loading dues for ore 

shipped from Morwellham Quay, the local 

landowner, the Duke of Bedford, built a weir 

near Calstock to divert water to his trout farm. 

This necessitated the building of a short length 

of canal with lock gates to maintain passage. 

 

The sheltered valley provides ideal growing 

conditions producing a variety of soft fruits, and 

early daffodils for Covent Garden market at 

Christmas. 

 

For generations Plymouthians have escaped to 

the valley by boat, train, bus or on foot to enjoy a 

cream tea or simply unwind and appreciate the 

variety of flora and fauna. Paul concluded his 

talk by advising early morning or evening as the 

best time to see the indigenous wildlife, 

screening some stunning photos including deer, 

woodpeckers, weasels, otters, heron, hare and 

kingfisher.     

     

 Barrie Phillips 
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The Garden in June 
Flaming June?  It would certainly make a change to 

have a lovely June.  However, nothing comes without 

some problem and watering in new plants and 

keeping new plantings from this year well watered is 

vitally important.  Roots access water via root hairs 

which attach themselves to soil particles.  This 

process takes time and until this has been established 

the plants are extremely vulnerable to drought and 

can quickly die,  so water any new additions to your 

garden to help them through a dry spell.  Plants will 

also be under stress from heat and lose moisture 

through their leaves to keep them cool.  This process 

is called transpiration and the plants need to take up 

more water around their roots, hence new plants need 

more help. 

 

This month can be very busy for the veg. gardener 

because all the cucurbit family can be safely planted 

outside now, ie cucumbers, marrow, courgettes, 

squash, pumpkins.  These plants love very rich soil 

and plenty of water when first planted.  Don`t forget 

a bit of slug protection!!  Once growing away they 

need very little attention and if we have a good 

summer do very well outside.  Remember that these 

‘little` young plants will grow into monsters so give 

them plenty of space and if they are trailing varieties 

they can grow 10 or 12 feet away from their planting 

area. 

 

Will this be the year that tomato plants survive 

outside like they used to a few years ago?  (I’ve given 

up on them – Ed)  I think I shall still grow most of 

them inside but I do like to see healthy tomatoes 

growing outside in the vegetable garden; they add a 

lot of colour and are delicious picked off the stem as 

you walk past them.  There are hundreds of different 

varieties of tomatoes.  At Knightshayes, I have 102 

heritage varieties.  These come in all shapes, sizes 

and colours - purple, yellow, white, orange, red and 

striped.  Tomato seed is viable for at least 4 years, so 

the collection is divided up and each group is grown 

every 4 years and seed collected.  If you wish to try 

something new with a delicious flavour, plant a 

heritage tomato and enjoy the difference.  

 

My runner beans get sown now.  I know it is late but 

I haven`t got room for them until the broad beans 

come out.  They will be sown in pots and kept away 

from mice who love the seed.  Runner beans grow 

well from seed straight in the soil but as with all the 

bean family they love rich soil, so plenty of compost 

of any sort.  This will also help to keep moisture 

around their roots which will give you a better crop. 

If you have already got your beans going it is well 

worth while growing  a later crop.  These later runner 

beans are particularly sweet as they benefit from 

cooler autumn temperatures and will give you a crop 

until the end of October.  Can`t be bad! 

 

All my annuals will go into the garden now and the 

difficulty is finding the time to get everything out 

before it has sat too long in a pot.  The soil of course 

must be well prepared as, going back to the first 

problem of establishing new plant roots into the soil, 

the more the soil is dug over prior to planting, the 

better chance of the young plants making contact 

with their roots.  So keep regularly watering in dry 

weather at this stage.  The crates of Dahlias which 

are sitting in my polytunnels have lots of green 

shoots and need to go out.  Again a plant which will 

be very happy in rich soil.  I remove and clean off the 

Dahlias each year to ensure their survival but if you 

are not too bothered about them just leave them in the 

ground and they generally reappear for a few years 

and then need replacing.  Dahlias went out of fashion 

a few years ago but I think they are very good value 

and will give you bright flowers all summer and fill 

in those rather dull corners. 

 

June, of course, is the month of the rose and what 

English garden is complete without this fine plant.  

Roses can be planted out quite formally in a rose bed 

or dotted about the garden.  Vita Sackville-West 

shocked the gardening fraternity by suggesting that 

roses could be allowed to grow much taller and join 

the back of the border team rather than the short back 

and sides pruning that formal rose growing 

advocated.  These roses are probably not so strong 

growing when allowed to lengthen their stems but 

they do enhance a relaxed planting scheme.  

Whatever way you plant your roses, remember to 

deadhead them when the blooms finish as this will 

encourage prolonged flowering.   

 

The most important thing in June is to take time to 

enjoy nature`s glory and appreciate your garden.  

Even the ground elder looks quite attractive nestling 

between the plants with their green flush of growth in 

my middle plot!!  Ah well, I`ll remove it next year.  

Meanwhile, Neville, I`m off to sit in my garden (me 

too –Ed). 

 

Happy gardening.        

   

 Lorraine Colebrook 
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Poetry 
I am delighted to report that Doreen Beer sent her last poem, “The Queen Elizabeth Rose” to Her Majesty, along 

with one of her books of poems.  The Queen’s Lady in Waiting sent back a notelet with pictures of the Queen and 

words of gratitude for the support that she has received from her subjects during her reign. 

 

This month Doreen looks ahead to the Olympics: 

 

A Medal too Short 

 

Olympic Games – not for me, 

Legs too short from hip to knee, 

Legs too short from knee to feet; 

So for a medal could never compete. 

I was not a long distance runner, 

And no great success in the sprint, 

Unbalanced on parallel bars 

(and never had a mention in print!) 

In backstroke, freestyle or diving 

I received no encouraging cheers 

For chlorine brought on a migraine 

And water caused problems to ears. 

I can admire the sheer dedication 

Of the long legged, the lean and the fit; 

But athletics and me 

Simply do not agree, 

In race trials I was soonest to quit. 

As a child I could climb up a tree 

And swing from a low hanging branch 

Could walk five barred gates 

And skip well with my mates 

And in juggling stood a fair chance; 

But I couldn’t win points on a horse, 

Or excel in a cross country course. 

Olympic Games – not for me; 

I’ll be cheering our team on TV. 

 

Doreen Beer 

 

TO LET 
 

THORVERTON VILLAGE 

 

Unfurnished 2 bedroom house with gas central heating, electric 

cooker, fridge/freezer, washer/dryer.  Small garden. 

 

Suit single person or professional couple 

 

01392 860843 (after 6pm) 
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Thorverton Parish Information 
 

AIR AMBULANCE EMERGENCY - QUOTE NATIONAL GRID REFERENCE 
RECREATION GROUND - Sheet 192 SS 923019 MEMORIAL HALL FIELD - Sheet 192 SS 926019 
 
Carers' Support Group  Anne Higman, Wyndham House Surgery, Silverton. 860034. 
      Meetings - 3rd Wednesday of month, Wyndham House, 2.30-4.30 p.m. 
Church (C of E)    The Revd. Douglas Dettmer, The Rectory, Thorverton. 860332 
 The Revd. Sue Sheppard, Associate Minister, Autumn Haze, Rewe, 01392  841284 
 The Revd Julia Dallen  Assistant Curate   Tel 01392 861145 Email: julia.dallen@netherexe.org  
 Mrs Margaret Lowe, Administration Manager, 07594 714590 margaret.admin@netherexe.org 
Church Wardens  Edwin Greed, Fortescue, Netherexe. 841231. 
Consort    Mary Thomas, 1 The Glebe, Thorverton. 860730. 
P.C.C. Treasurer   Jean Brown, Rydal Cottage, Bullen Street. 861176. 
Friends of Thorverton Parish Church Trust   Royston Kershaw 25 The Glebe 860419 
Church (Baptist)  The Revd. Maurice Harrison, 01884 258599. 
    Secretary Phyllis Langdon, 860932.  
County Councillor   Cllr. Mr. M. Lee. 01363 772671. 
District Councillor   Cllr. Mr. R. M. Deed. 01392 861258. 
Doctors: Thorverton/Silverton  Dr Jon Wride & Lynne Anderson / Drs O'Brien, Ziegler & Keysell 
Electricity (Western Power)  Report a loss of power: 0800 365 900 Bill Enquiries: 0800 365 000 
      Street lights 0870 556 1851 
Friends of Thorverton & Silverton Surgeries  Christine Walker, 881501 
Gas Emergency    0800 111999 
Leonard Trust  Chairman: R Hughes. Secretary: Mrs. E Hughes, 3 Dinham Mews, Exeter EX4 4EF 
Library (Exeter Mobile)   Alternate Thursdays , 16.05 to 16.55 in Quarry Car Park 
Member of Parliament   Mel Stride via 01392 823306 or mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk 
Newspaper Reporter    Jane Ristic, 53 Silver Street, Thorverton. 860054 
Parish Council Chairman  Cllr. Stuart Crang,  
Parish Clerk     Mrs Jane Lane, Stable House, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062. 
Parish Council Meetings  2nd Tuesday of month, at The Memorial Hall, 7.30 pm. 
Parish Allotments   Contact the Parish Clerk - 861062 
Parish Council Notice Board Situated in School Lane, opposite the Thorverton Arms. 
   IMPORTANT!- PLANNING APPLICATION NOTICES ARE DISPLAYED HERE 
Planning notification applications  at http://data.gov.uk/apps/planningalerts alert via email when a 
planning application is published in one’s street, neighbourhood or wider area. 

Pension Service  PO Box 93, Plymouth PL6 5WJ. 0845 60 60 265 

Police     Central Switchboard 24 Hours: 0845 2777444.  
Post Office Portacabin (TCT Ltd)  Quarry Car Park, Thorverton EX5 5NG Tel: 860455 
     Mon. to Fri : 9 am-1.00 pm., 2 - 5.30 pm. Sat: 9 am.-12 noon Sun: 9 - 10.30 am for newspapers only 
Business Manager:   Jill Blewett, Faircop, Jericho St, Thorverton 
Chair and Company Secretary: Heather Kershaw, 25 The Glebe, 860419 
Public Telephone Kiosk  Opposite the Church, outside the Bell Inn, Dinneford St. 
School (C of E Primary)   Head Teacher: Mr Olly White. 
School Governors   Chair: Clive Hamblin 861305, Clerk: Julie Cornwall 860127 
School P.T.F.A.    Chair: Natasha Carbines  860043, Secretary: Hannah James, 861075 
      Treasurer: Carole Pearn 
South West Water   24 Hour Emergency: 0800 169 1144. Helpline: 0800 169 1133. 
Thorverton Millennium Green Trust 
   Chair: Dame Margaret Turner-Warwick, Pynes House, Silver Street 861173.  
   Secretary: Lin Balkwill 860663 
 

http://mel.stride.mp/
http://parliament.uk/
http://data.gov.uk/apps/planningalerts
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Thorverton Organisations 
Amateur Dramatic Society (TADS)  

Chairperson: Colin Marshall, Vice Chair: Simon Ette, Treasurer: John White, Secretary: Alison 
Marshall. For meetings and events contact Colin Marshall on 01392 861228  

Art Group   Barrie Phillips, Crossmead, School Lane, Thorverton. 860529  
   Meet Fridays during term-time at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 am-12.00. 
Arts Exchange Louise Page, Campion Cottage, Jerico St, 860509. 

  Monthly meetings in members' homes at 8.00 pm. (see Diary) 
Association Football Club Chairman: Andy Harris, 01392 851664,  
  Secretary: David Gregory, 2 The Orchard, Brampford Speke, 841803. 
Bridge Circle Graeme Culshaw, 3 The Glebe, Thorverton 860203.  
 Meets 1st/3rd/5th Thursdays at the W.I. Hut from 7.00 p.m.. 
Brownies     Contact Hannah 07925 981786 or Lisa 860609,  

Meet Fridays during term-time, 5-6.30pm Thorverton School Hall. 
Clarinet Group  Contact Peter Mason 860727.  Meets every Thursday morning. 
Cricket Club Chair: Charles Kislingbury, Arley House, 19 Church St, Silverton. 860270 
      Secretary: M C Denford, 14 Moorlands, Tiverton EX16 6UF 01884 255076 
   Fixture Sec: J Meredith, 190 Mincinglake Rd, Exeter EX4 7DS 01392 272504 
Exe Valley Practice Patient Participation Group   Chair: Sheena Hunter-Hedges 860843, Secretary: 
Anna Mews 860769. Meets quarterly at Thorverton Surgery (see Focus and surgeries for dates) 
Focus Magazine Chair: Michael Ayre, Ratcliffe Farm, Thorverton.  
  Editor: Neville Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062. 
  Secretary: Jane Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062. 
  Treasurer: Bob Swaffield, Schiehallion, School Lane, Thorverton 01392 860309 
Friends of Silverton & Thorverton Surgeries  Coffee Mornings in the Lamb Inn, Silverton.  Held at 10-
12 noon on the last Thursday of every month except December 
Golf Society Players of Thorverton Care of Exeter Inn, 01392 860206 
Guides                       Contact Lisa 860609, Meet Wednesdays during term-time, 7-9pm Memorial Hall 
History Society  Chair: Bill Stamper, Dunelm, Raddon, Thorverton. 860214 
   Programme Secretary: Beryl Coe, 5 The Glebe, Thorverton 860876. 
Ladies Group Meet 2nd Thursday of month, (Venue and time - see Focus Notices). 
Memorial Hall Committee Chair: Mike Shelton, Tel: 861027, mshelton44@hotmail.co.uk 

  Treasurer/key holder/bookings: Jeff Grace. tel. 860489. jeff.grace@tiscali.co.uk 
  Secretary: Roger Fieldhouse. tel. 860768. r.fieldhouse@exeter.ac.uk 

Memorial Hall Market   2nd Saturday of the month, at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 - 11.00 am. 
Thorverton Pre-School   Rachel Mildon (Chair) - 861707 / thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com 
 Mon 9.am-11.45am, & 12.45pm-3.15pm & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm, 
 Tues/Weds 9.am-11.45am & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm, 
 Thurs 9.-11.45am; 12.45pm- 3.15pm & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm. during term-time, 
 At Thorverton Primary School site 
Thorverton Ambling, Rambling and Tramping Society (TARTS) 

  Caroline Prince 07749 775304 or Graeme Culshaw 860203 
See notices of walks in Old Post Office Window Bullen Street. 

Toddler Group Contact : Hannah Calder 860808 
Wednesdays, during term-time, at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 a.m.-11.30. 

Rainbows     Contact Jean 860105 or Penny 861136, 
Meet Tuesdays 3.45-4.45 Thorverton School Hall 

Royal British Legion  Chairman/Hon.Sec. P Furneaux, Hillcrest, Thorverton 860227, 
paf@furno.co.uk 

   Hon. Treasurer: Alex Fice 
Women's Institute  Secretary and Bookings: Sue Maguire 01392 860631 

W.I. Meeting. 1st Tuesday of the month at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
  Whist, 4th Tuesday of the month, at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
W.I. Market & Coffee  4th Saturday of the month at the W.I. Hut. 10.00 am. to 11.00 am. 

mailto:mshelton44@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:jeff.grace@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:r.fieldhouse@exeter.ac.uk
mailto:thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com
mailto:paf@furno.co.uk
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The Exe Valley Practice 

Dr JON WRIDE and Dr LYNNE ANDERSON 
 

The Surgery, The Berry    The Surgery, 3 Coach Road 

THORVERTON EX5 5NT    SILVERTON EX5 4JL 

Tel: 01392 860273      01392 860176 

Fax: 01392 860654     01392 861598 

www.exevalleypractice.co.uk 

exevalleypractice@nhs.net 

 

 

Opening times 

 
 GP on duty Thorverton Silverton 

Monday Dr Anderson 08:30 – 18:00 08:45 – 12:30 

Tuesday Dr Anderson 07:30 – 18:00 Closed 

Wednesday Dr Anderson am 
Dr Wride pm 

08:30 – 17:00 14:30 – 18:00 

Thursday Dr Wride 08:30 – 19:30 Closed 

Friday Dr Wride 08:30 – 18:00 08:45 – 12:30 

 

Surgery times 

 
 Thorverton Silverton 

Monday 15:00 – 17:15 09:00 – 11:45 

Tuesday 07:30 – 11:30 
15:00 – 17:00 

Closed 

Wednesday 09:00 – 11:00 15:00 – 17:45 

Thursday 09:00 – 11:15 
16:00 – 19:00 

Closed 

Friday 15:00 – 17:30 09:00 – 11:30 
 

 

There are no surgeries on Saturday or Sunday, but a doctor will be on call for emergencies only on 0845 6710 270 

 

REPEAT PRESCRIPTIONS (Monday to Friday) – You can request your repeat prescriptions by calling our 

dispensary on 01392 861622, or by using our online repeat prescription request www.exevalleypractice.co.uk. 

Please note that 48 hours notice is required for all repeat prescriptions. 

 

We accept credit\debit card payments for prescriptions 

 

We now operate a home delivery service for housebound registered patients. Please contact us on 01392 860273 for 

more information. 

 

 
 
 
 

http://www.exevalleypractice.co.uk/
mailto:exevalleypractice@nhs.net
http://www.exevalleypractice.co.uk/
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Wyndham House Surgery 

Fore Street, Silverton, EX5 5HZ 

Telephone: 01392 860034 

Outside surgery hours please ring 0845 671 0270 

To access the Emergency Out-of-hours Service 

Fax: 01392 861165 

www.wyndhamhousesurgery.co.uk 

Day/Dr Dr Anthony O’Brien Dr Emma Ziegler Dr Nick Keysell 

Monday 09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

09:00 – 11:30 

14:00 – 16:00 

 

Tuesday 09:00 – 11:30 

14:00 – 16:00 

 09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:00 

Wednesday 09:00 – 11:30 09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:00 

 

Thursday  09:00 – 11:30 09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:00 

Friday 09:00 – 11:30 

14:30 – 16:00 

 09:00 – 11:30 

Please note: The doctors are happy to speak to you on the phone instead of an appointment. Please request this from 

reception when you telephone.  

Surgery hours: Monday - Thurs. 08:30 - 18:00 

Friday 08:30 - 17:00  

Dispensary hours: Monday - Thurs. 09:00 - 12:00 and 14:30 - 18:00 

                    Friday 09:00 - 12:00 and 14:30 - 17:00 

Repeat prescriptions can be ordered online via our website. We now accept credit/debit card payments for prescriptions. 

We also operate a home delivery service for housebound registered patients.  

Please contact our reception or dispensary for more information. 

: OUR NEW WEBSITE WAS LAUNCHED IN JANUARY. IT IS AN INTERACTIVE SITE AS WE ARE KEEN FOR PATIENTS 
TO BE ABLE TO FEED THEIR IDEAS INTO THE SURGERY SO WE CAN CONTINUE TO IMPROVE OUR PROVISION OF 
TOP QUALITY, HOLISTIC, MEDICAL CARE IN OUR RURAL COMMUNITY. PLEASE VISIT THE SITE, PARTICIPATE IN 
THE SURVEYS AND SIGN UP TO THE REGULAR NEWSLETTER.  
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Waste Collection Dates for 2012 
 

a) Recycling and brown bins   b) General refuse 

 

Generally on Mondays unless stated 

June 6
th
 (Wed) and 18

th
     June 12

th
 (Tues) and 25

th
 

July 2
nd

, 16
th
 and 30

th
     July9th and 23

rd
 

August 13
th
 and 28

th
 (Tues)    August 6

th
 and 20

th
 

September 10
th
 and 24

th
     September 3

rd
 and 17

th
 

October 8
th
 and 22

nd
     October 1

st
, 15

th
 and 29

th
 

November 5
th
 and 19

th
     November 12

th
 and 26

th
 

December 3
rd

 and 17
th
     December 10

th
 24

th
 

 

 

Mobile Library  
Thursdays, fortnightly, from 16.05 - 16.50 in the Quarry Car Park by Thorverton Post Office. 

 

June 21
st
 (Please note that the mobile library will not be visiting on June 7

th
) 

July 5
th
 and 19

th
 

August 2
nd

, 16
th
 and 30

th
 

September 13
th
 and 27

th
 

October 11
th
 and 25

th
 

November 8
th
 and 22

nd
 

December 6
th
 and 20

th
 

 

 

Bus Services 
Turner's Tours / Carmel Coaches (bus 678) Mon-Fri. 10.09 from The Berry and the Baptist Chapel.  

Return 13.35 from Exeter bus station, Stand 5. 

 

Stagecoach (service 55B) Mon-Sat (except Bank Holidays)  

To Tiverton: 07.55, 10.10, 12.10, 14.10, 16.10, 17.29 (this is the 155 service;  on Saturdays it is the 55B and runs at 

17.10), 18.10 from The Berry and Broadlands.  

Return from Tiverton Bus Station: 07.40, 08.35, 10.45, 12.45, 14.45, 15.55 (Mondays to Fridays term-time only), 

16.45, 17.45. 

 

To Exeter: 08.05, 09.00, 11.10, 13.10, 15.10, 16.20 (Mondays to Fridays term-time only), 17.10, 18.10 from The 

Berry and Broadlands.  

Return from Exeter Bus Station: 07.30, 09.45, 11.45, 13.45, 15.45, 17.05 (this is the 155 service; on Saturdays it is 

the 55B and runs at 16.45), 17.45.  

 

Stagecoach 55 service runs pretty much every half-hour in each direction along the Exeter-Tiverton road, stopping 

at the Thorverton turn (the Ruffwell). Please consult Stagecoach 55 Group timetable for details of this service. 

 

Stagecoach free service to Somerfield's, Broadclyst, from Broadlands on Tuesdays 14.00. 

 

Stagecoach offers a variety of concessions for regular commuters, shoppers, children, students and jobseekers as 

well as one-day unlimited-use Explorer tickets. Further details from Stagecoach: 01392 427711 or 01803 664500 or 

www.stagecoachbus.com or www.devon.gov.uk/devonbus. 

 

Devonbus Timetable Information: call Traveline 0871 200 2233 Timetables available at the Post Office 
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Diary 2012 
Please notify FOCUS Editor of additions or changes. 

(Email: focusonthorverton@yahoo.co.uk or phone Neville Lane on 861062) 

 

JUNE 

Sun 3
rd

  Free lunch for Senior Citizens, Memorial Hall, 12.30pm 

Mon 4
th
  Street Party followed by BBQ and fireworks – starts 12 noon at the Rec 

Thurs 7
th
 Silver Dancers, the Dolphin Group, Thorverton Arms, 10.30am 

Sat 9
th 

 Thorverton Country Show at Ratcliffe Farm 

Sun 10
th
  Thorverton Country Show at Ratcliffe Farm 

Tues 12
th
 WI ‘Summer Party’, WI Hut 

Thurs 14
th
 Arts Exchange, Shadow, at Newcourt Farmhouse, 8pm 

Thurs 21
st
 Ladies Group Barbecue at Moss Bank, School Lane 6.30pm 

  Silver Dancers, the Dolphin Group, Thorverton Arms, 10.30am 

Fri 22
th
  Thorverton and District History Society, Guided walk around historic Topsham 

Sat 23
rd

              Coffee morning and Market at WI Hut, 10.00-11.00 am 

Wed 27
th
 TADS Summer Barbecue, Exeter Inn Garden 

 

JULY 
Mon 2

nd
 Allotment Holders Quarterly Meeting at The Exeter Inn 7.30 

Tues 3
rd

  Allotment Holders’ Barbecue, Allotment Site 4.30pm 

  WI, ‘Exeter Leukaemia Fund’, Speaker from Charity, WI Hut 
Thurs 5

th
 Silver Dancers, the Dolphin Group, Thorverton Arms, 10.30am 

Sat 7
th
  Thorverton’s Got Talent, TADS, Memorial Hall 

Thurs 19
th
 Silver Dancers, the Dolphin Group, Thorverton Arms, 10.30am 

Thurs 26
th
 Arts Exchange, Footprints, at 25 The Glebe Farmhouse, 8pm 

Sun 29
th
 SWEGA Grasstrack Racing at Ratcliffe Farm 

 

AUGUST 

Tues 7
th
  WI ‘Journey Across America’ by Marion Crang, WI Hut 

 

SEPTEMBER 

Mon 3rd Allotment Holders’ Quarterly Meeting, Exeter Inn 7.30 pm 

Fri 7
th
  Village Organisations’ Showcase at Memorial Hall from 7pm 

Sat 8th   Allotment Holders’ Barbecue, Allotment site, 4.00 pm 

Thurs 27
th
 Arts Exchange, Randomness, at Campion Cottage, 8pm 

 
  
 

 

 


