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Editorial 
 

Thank you for purchasing Focus for June. I hope that 

you will find plenty of interest inside again.  The 

contents list below is very wide-ranging and gives me 

hope that there should be something of interest to 

most people.  However, there is probably much more 

going on that would be of interest to readers, but 

which never gets to my ears or eyes.  Sometimes it is 

fortunate, almost coincidental, that I pick up on 

something.  So, if you are aware of anything that 

might be of interest, please don’t assume that I will 

already have it, but let me know.  Thank you. 

 

I thought that it was a particularly good Arts 

Exhibition in the Parish Church in May this year.  

The display of paintings and crafts was substantial 

both in volume and in breadth, covering such a wide 

range.  We were also fortunate to have a good day for 

the Street Fair;  and to round things off, there was a 

very good turn-out for the walk to Fortescue along 

the old railway line, on what was a bright albeit cool 

evening.  Well done to all who played a part in 

organising events, in preparing and serving 

refreshments and generally in making sure that this 

week was again one of the highlights of the year in 

the village. 

 

On a personal note, my office has just moved to the 

city centre, so I am leaving my car behind to take to 

the buses.  I will doubtless have something to say 

about the service as the months pass, but for now I 

am excited to have a four-week pass with unlimited 

Stagecoach bus travel across Devon.  I do see a 

couple of drawbacks with the arrangements in that 

while everything is very convenient in the city centre, 

the temptation to spend money is greatly increased, 

and having a bus pass doesn’t encourage me to cycle, 

which I had thought that I should do more of.  Ah 

well. 

 

I hope that you will notice that we have some “small 

ads” on page 2.  This was in response to a suggestion 

made at the Focus AGM in March.  If you have any 

items of relatively small value that you would like to 

advertise, please pass me the details by the 20
th
 of the 

month.  We are not charging for these For Sale 

advertisements. 

 

 

Neville Lane, Editor 
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Letters 
 

From Ryan Keyte and Georgina Howe  

 

We would like to announce the birth of our son Ethan 

Christopher.  He was born in Exeter on 1 April 2013 

and weighed 7lb 15oz. 

 

Some of you may know that Ethan was transferred to 

Bristol Children’s Hospital at 3 days old for surgery 

to correct a problem he had at birth. This operation 

was successful but unfortunately he then developed a 

DVT and remained in Bristol for a further 2 weeks 

before being transferred back to hospital in Exeter. 

However we are pleased to report he is now at home 

and doing really well, although at the moment he still 

has two injections per day and twice weekly visits to 

hospital. 

  

We would like to take this opportunity to thank 

family and friends for their kind messages and 

support during this time. 
  

 

From Jean Brown, Treasurer of Thorverton Parish 

Church 

 

I would like to thank all those generous people who 

responded to our appeal for funds last year. Regular 

planned giving rose by 50% as a result of some 

people increasing their giving and some new givers. 

Others who did not feel able to commit to a regular 

payment gave donations and of course these were 

very welcome.  

 

Having just experienced the Arts Festival I know 

there is a real depth of support in the village for our 

church. People give so generously of their time and 

money to help us to keep the church running. Others 

remember the church in their wills and this is a very 

important source of funding. Support from the 

community is so necessary to enable us to maintain 

our beautiful medieval building and to keep a 

thriving worshipping church.  

 

If you do feel able to make even a small regular gift it 

will be very much appreciated and it’s also worth 

considering that if you pay tax, then we can claim 

this back through the gift aid scheme increasing the 

value of your gift. If you want to know more about 

regular giving, or if you would like a copy of the 

accounts to see how the money is spent, please 

contact me on 01392 861176 or email 

jbrown9842@aol.com. If you are a regular giver I 

can also provide you with a summary of your giving 

for the past year. 

 

From Royston Kershaw, Heather Kershaw and Jean 

Brown 

 

May we thank through your columns all who helped 

with the Arts Festival this year, financially or by 

giving their time or talent. Those who exhibited and 

those who visited were by and large very 

complimentary about the displays, and the food was 

as popular as ever.  

 

We sold 34 paintings and several thousand £s worth 

of craft items during the week. The Festival will have 

raised about £6,000 for church funds, over half of 

which will have come from the catering. Thanks 

again to all who worked so hard to make this 

possible. We couldn’t have done it without you! 

  
 

From Royston Kershaw and Edwin Greed 

 

The Church Wardens would like to thank everyone 

who manned stalls at the fair on Saturday 18th May 

to raise money for Thorverton Parish Church. The 

Church Treasurer is enjoying a well earned holiday 

(at the time of writing) so we don’t have exact figures 

yet, but we know that the outturn will be good.  

 

Particular thanks are due to Alex Fice for his 

exhibition on Old Thorverton, to the school and the 

children for their support , and to the Thorverton 

Arms for the bouncy castle, bar-b-q and hosting the 

children’s art display. (Do go in and have a look if 

you haven’t already – it really is very good). 

  

 

For Sale 
 

 Morphy Richards Slow Cooker – still boxed 

– cost £30, sell for £15 o.n.o.  4 Bullens 

Close, tel: 01392 860167. 

 

 Reproduction corner cupboard ½ glazed,  

£45 Tel: 861185. 

 

 Glass top, cane dining table, 30’’x 60”, £50 

Tel: 861185. 

 

 For sale in aid of Memorial Hall Funds: 10 

Limited edition collector’s plates. Various 

designs. All boxed and with certificate.  £5 

each or £35 the lot. Contact Peter and Eileen 

Mason 860727. 

 

 Advertise the sale of small value items here free for 

one month – Ed. 

 

mailto:jbrown9842@aol.com
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Thorverton Parish Council   

 

 

Report of the May meeting of the Parish 

Council 
 

  

 
 

Appointment of Officers 
The May Council meeting is the occasion when the Chairman and Vice-Chairman are elected for the coming year 

and representatives are appointed to the committees of various village organisations. Cllr Stuart Crang was re-

elected Chairman of the Council and Cllr Michael Ayre was again elected Vice-Chairman.  The same Committee 

representatives as last year were also re-appointed.  A list will be put up on the Parish Notice Board for 

information. 

 

Planning Matters 

No planning applications were considered. 

Decisions – Ref 13/00314/FULL  Application to replace extant planning permission 10/00189/FULL (to extend 

time limit).Use of land for the siting of temporary buildings to provide post office and associated w.c. Approved. 

The Council made no comment on the initial consultation on the Tiverton Eastern Urban Extension or on the Local 

Plan Part 3. 

  

Recreation Ground 

The Council considered the recent RoSPA safety report and agreed to take forward a number of recommendations, 

including replacement of the small swing seats which had been removed.  

 

Highways 

A number of jobs, such as the trimming back of the hedge along Silver Street and the clearing of drains and 

culverts there would be referred to the parish lengthsman. The Council also agreed to invite Ros Davies, the DCC 

Footpaths Officer, to a future meeting to speak about the Parish Paths Partnership. 

 

Cleaves Close Car Park area 

MDDC would be asked to clear up this area by mending the fence and cutting back shrubbery. 

 

Annual Parish Meeting 
Only two members of the public attended this meeting, which was held in the last week of April. PCSO Anna 

Roberts gave a useful and interesting talk on police matters, pointing out the availability of data tagging for cars 

and farm vehicles, the community messaging service and property marking.  She also recommended that residents 

report anything suspicious to the police, just in case it might be of relevance, by phoning 101 if not an emergency. 

 

Financial Matters 

Council formally approved the end of year accounts for the Financial Year 2012-2013 and signed the Annual 

Governance Statement.  A notice relating to this year’s audit of the parish accounts is on display in the Parish 

Notice Board. 

 

The next meeting of the Parish Council will take place on Tuesday, 11
th
 June 2013 at 7.30pm in the Memorial Hall.   

 

Jane Lane, Parish Clerk 

 

 

Telephone: 01392 861062, email:thorvertonclerk@aol.com 
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Notice Board  
 

Sylv and Anne’s 

CHATTER CAFÉ 
 

2-30pm to 4-4/30pm 

Every Monday 

 

(Excluding Bank Holidays) 

 
Tea/Coffee          50p 

Slice of cake       50p 

Meeting others    Free 

Fun /laughter       Free 

Waitress service  Free 

Washing up         Nil 

Yearly party        Free 

 

Can you afford not to come? 

  

Thorverton Church Consort Practices 
 

In church from 7:45 to 9 p.m. 

Thursdays:- 

June 20th and 27th 

July (4th – party) 18th 

  

Thorverton Church Junior Consort 

Practices 
Mondays at school, 3:30 to 4:30 p.m.:- 

June 17th 

July 1st, (4th – party) and 15th        
 

New members always welcome. 

Please contact Mary Thomas, 01392 860730 

 

 

Crediton Parish Church 

Exhibition with Flowers 
‘NATIONAL TREASURES’ 

 
Sat 1

st
 June – Thurs 6

th
 June 10.30am-8pm 

Sun 11am-6pm Thurs 10.30am – 5pm 

 

Free admission, Free Parking, Refreshments 

 

 

TAG  
Thorverton Art Group 

 

FRIDAYS FROM 9:30 

@ THORVERTON MEMORIAL HALL.   
 

 
NEW MEMBERS VERY WELCOME 

 

TRIAL WEEK FREE - JUST TURN UP! 

 

Thorverton Arts Exchange 
 

At Arts Exchange meetings we share our enthusiasms 

for writing, music, painting, film, craft etc. with one 

another.  Usually there is a theme to our choices, but 

occasionally an individual member will take 

responsibility for a whole evening. 

 

The meetings take place in members' homes on 

Thursdays at 8.00 pm.  Dates and venues: 

 

20 June: Departure at Stable House 

18 July:  Movement at Ockero 

12 September: Spring Success at Dinneford Spring 

 

New members are always welcome. For further 

information contact Louise Page or Rob Purvis, 

Campion Cottage 860509. 

 

Mum and Toddlers/Baby Group 
 

Held at the Memorial Hall, Thorverton  

Every Wednesday morning 9.30-11.30  

 

 cost £2.00 
 

 this includes a tea or coffee, a snack for your 

little one, toys, activities and friendly faces!  

 

If you want any further information please call 

Wendy Coles on 01392 860031 (Toddler Rep) 
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Garden Extravaganza! – 9th June 
 

It's gardeners' delight at Brampford Speke on 

Sunday, June 9 when the village church plays host to 

a Garden Extravaganza! 

 

Plantsmen and women can stock up on a range of 

horticultural bargains as well as enjoying a 

ploughman's lunch or cream tea - or both! 

 

There will be stalls selling plants, shrubs and seeds, a 

variety of gardening essentials including aprons and 

tools, the village's famous homemade cakes, plus a 

prize draw.  Ploughman's lunches plus teas and 

coffees will be available from noon to 3pm with 

cream teas available from 2.30pm. 

 

Younger visitors are invited to enter a competition 

for a garden on a plate and adults can submit their 

best garden-related photograph.  There will be prizes 

for the winners of both categories.  Entries can be 

taken to the church on the day or given to organisers 

Cynthia Street, telephone 01392 841975, or Shirley 

Madge, 01392 841784, in advance. 

 

Proceeds will go to Brampford Speke church funds. 

 

 

Bradninch Musical Gardens 

Saturday 1st and 

Sunday 2nd June  

1.00pm to 6.00pm 

Imagine wandering 

through a pretty garden 

admiring the planting, 

when you hear the gentle 

strains of live music on 

the summer air. This is 

the pleasure that awaits 

visitors when the village 

opens its gardens ranging 

from stately homes to historic cottages. Wandering 

musicians will entertain visitors with all types of 

music from classical to jazz. 

Teas and refreshments will be available at many of 

the gardens.  

£6.00 per adult will buy you the guide to the gardens 

and the events planned for the weekend. No dogs 

except guide dogs please. 

Buy tickets from the local Spar shop or the Guildhall 

on the day. 

 
 

 

 

Thorfest, 7 September  
 

On September 7
th
 2013,   

Thorverton will hold its first 

Beer and Music Festival –

 Thorfest.  Details soon. 
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CREAM TEA at  F A I R   O A K (EX5 5JR) 

 

IN AID OF THORVERTON CHURCH FESTIVAL 
  

SUNDAY 23
RD

 JUNE at 3.30PM 
 

Tickets £3.50 from Thorverton Arms,Village shop and 860356 

 
Fursdon House, Cadbury, Devon, EX5 5JS 

 

 

 

 

 
Historic manor house with elegant Jacobean and Regency interior, home of the Fursdon family for 7 

centuries. Local history, family memorabilia and costumes, furniture and paintings on informal tour. 

Stroll in grounds and lovely walled garden. Delicious home baking in the Coach Hall. 

 

House and Garden Opening Dates 2013 

Bank Holiday Mondays and Sundays and Wednesdays in June, July and August 

Grounds open from 2pm to 5pm. Tours of the House at 2.30 and 3.30. 

Delicious cream teas in the Coach Hall 

 

Groups by arrangement. See www.fursdon.co.uk for information or call 01392 860860 

 

Thorverton Post Office & TCT newsagents/stationers 

Quarry Car Park, Lynch Road 

Thorverton   01392 860455 

offering a very wide range of post office services, newspapers, magazines, stationery, posting and packing 

materials, laundry service, photocopying – service with a smile! 

 

Mon – Fri  9.00 – 5.30 (closed 1.00-2.00) Sat  9.00 – 12.00  

Sun 9.00 – 10.30   TCT paper shop only 

http://www.fursdon.co.uk/
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Parish Church Services and News 

JUNE 2013 SERVICES & INFORMATION 

The Netherexe Parishes - A Mission Community in the Diocese of Exeter  

 

Sunday 2 June 2013 Trinity 1 
 

09:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Upton Pyne  DC 

10:00 am Service With A Smile    ☺  Brampford Speke      L Ford  

10:00 am Holy Communion   [C] Poltimore   JD 

10:00 am Service of The Word     Stoke Canon    Lay-Led  

10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Thorverton           Michael & Sharon Simpson 

11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Rewe  SS 

06:30 pm Evening Prayer  [BCP] Cadbury  DC 

06:30 pm Evening Prayer   [BCP] Newton St Cyres    SS 

 

 

Sunday 9 June 2013 Trinity 2  
 

10:00 am Holy Communion [C] Stoke Canon                             JD & H Whitty  

11:00 am Joint Service      Thorverton Baptist Church    Baptist Officiant 
   Joint with Parish Church  

11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Upton Pyne  DC  

06:30 pm Evening Prayer  [BCP] Huxham    DD 

 

 

Sunday 16 June 2013 Trinity 3 
 

08:00 am Holy Communion [BCP] Thorverton  DD 

09:00 am  Holy Communion [C] Brampford Speke DC 

10:00 am Holy Communion [C] Cadbury JD 

10:00 am Service of The Word     Poltimore     Lay-Led  

10:00 am Family Service & Holy Communion  [C] Newton St Cyres   DD  

11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Rewe  DC 

05:00 pm Holy Communion [C] Stoke Canon  DD  

  

 

Sunday 23 June 2013 Trinity 4 
 

09:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Huxham   DD 

10:00 am Service of The Word         Cadbury     Lay-Led  

10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Newton St Cyres                         SS & L Ford 

10:00 am Family Service  ☺ Thorverton  Lay-Led  

10:00 am Service of The Word   Upton Pyne  Lay-Led   

11:15 am Service of The Word   Rewe    Lay-Led  

 

Wednesday 26 June 2013  
 

09:30 am Holy Communion  [BCP] Thorverton   JD  

 

 

Sunday 30 June 2013 Trinity 5    Mission Community Service 
 

11:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Netherexe                            DD, SS, JD & DC 
Followed by Picnic in the churchyard 

 

Sunday 7 July 2013 Trinity 6  
 

08:00 am Holy Communion  [BCP] Newton St Cyres              DC 

10:00 am Service With A Smile  ☺ Brampford Speke  Lay-Led  

10:00 am Holy Communion   [C] Poltimore   SS 

10:00 am Service of The Word & Baptism  Stoke Canon  DC 

10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Thorverton  JD  

11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Rewe                    Michael & Sharon Simpson 

06:30 pm Evening Prayer  [BCP] Cadbury   JD 

06:30 pm Songs of Praise  Newton St Cyres  Lay-Led  
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Services in the Netherexe Parishes 
Your parish churches aim to provide a variety of service types to meet the needs of the whole community.  Most Sunday 

services except those early in the morning include hymns and music. Everyone is welcome at all services 

 

Service With A Smile These Family Services are designed for all ages and with the needs of young 

Brampford Speke & Stoke Canon  children especially in mind.  They are informal and contemporary in style 

And Family Service Thorverton & often including a children’s activity at the beginning; without communion. 

Newton St Cyres  Services usually last about 35 minutes and are followed by refreshments 

  . 

Holy Communion  [C] Traditional service in contemporary language [one hour] 

Holy Communion  [BCP] Traditional service in traditional language [one hour] 

Service of The Word  [SW]  Morning or Evening Service [without communion] in 

  contemporary language, often Lay-Led 

Morning Prayer  [BCP] Traditional Morning Service [Mattins] from the Book of 

  Common Prayer [about an hour] 

Evening Prayer or [BCP] Traditional Evening Service from the Book of Common 

Choral Evensong  Prayer [about an hour] 

 

Daily Morning & Evening Prayer in the Netherexe Parishes 
 

 

For daily services the format is generally Book of Common Prayer at Thorverton and Common Worship elsewhere, and the 

timing is about 20-30 minutes.  All are welcome. 

Morning Prayer is said on Mondays at 9.10pm in Stoke Canon church (during the school term, this takes the form of 

Collective Worship for Stoke Canon C. of E. School); on Tuesdays at 9.00am in Stoke Canon Chapel; In Thorverton at 7.30am 

on many weekdays and at 9.00am on Saturdays.  For a list of the days this month on which Morning Prayer will be said at 

Thorverton, please see the notice posted in the church porch at Thorverton and on the website [go to churches section then 

select Thorverton] 

Holy Communion [BCP] is celebrated on one Wednesday in each month at Thorverton at 9.30am; please see service details 

above for this month’s date 

Evening Prayer is said on Tuesdays at 6.00pm in Rewe church and on Thursdays at 5.00pm in Newton St Cyres church. 

 

Variations:   None 

 
Who’s Who …..? Abbreviations Key 

 

DD The Revd  Preb Douglas Dettmer Rector   01392 860332 

SS The Revd  Preb Sue Sheppard  Associate Minister 01392 841284 

JD The Revd  Julia Dallen   Assistant Curate 01392 861145  

DC The Revd  Dave Carrington   Assistant Curate 01392 841275 

 

Family Services of the Word marked ☺ are led by Lay Teams. For more information about the Netherexe Parishes please see 

www.netherexe.org or contact: 

 

Mrs Margaret Lowe [Administrator] 

Tel: 07594 714590 - Tuesday & Thursday [08:30 – 16:30];   Email: margaret.admin@netherexe.org 

Correspondence:  The Netherexe Parishes, PO Box 734, Stoke Canon, Exeter, EX5 4WP. 

 

In Touch:  Each month we publish details of all church services, events and activities in our information leaflet called “In 

Touch”.  It is free and printed copies can be found in all of our churches but it is also available on-line from our website at 

www.netherexe.org  or if you would prefer to receive a copy by email, simply send your details to our Administrator  

Margaret Lowe at margaret.admin@netherexe.org and you will be added to the monthly email distribution list. 

 

Would you like a lift to church?  May we offer you a lift to the parish church or to a joint service elsewhere?  

For transport to Sunday services  from locations in Thorverton parish, please ring Steve Rendell on 01392 

860780.   

For transport to weekday Holy Communion at Thorverton please ring Margaret Turner-Warwick on 01392 

861173 

For transport from locations in Newton St Cyres parish please contact Mrs Charlotte Dyer on 01392 851618 

For transport from Rewe parish please contact Guy Sheppard on 01392 841284 

 

 

http://www.netherexe.org/
mailto:margaret.admin@netherexe.org
http://www.netherexe.org/
mailto:margaret.admin@netherexe.org
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Parish Letter
 

Youth matter 

 

Facebook. YouTube. Texting. Twitter. Fun. Music. 

Apps. Friends. Food. Sport. Appearance. 

Relationships. My opinion matters. Saving the planet. 

I need things to do. I’ve got talent! 

 

The world of young people may be familiar to us. Or 

it may be alien. We may be young now. Or it may 

have been long ago! Either way, today’s young 

people matter. They need to be affirmed, encouraged, 

given confidence in who they are. They need to 

navigate their way through their world. They need to 

develop roots that will support them through their 

lives. They need to have fun! 

 

This is why a new youth group is starting in the 

Netherexe Parishes at the beginning of June - an 

advert appears elsewhere in this magazine. It will 

meet fortnightly on a Monday evening from 7.30pm 

to 9pm in term-time. The evenings will alternate 

between a games night and an evening giving 

opportunity for discussion. The group will meet in 

Thorverton: the games evenings at the WI Hut next 

to the recreation ground, and the discussion evenings 

at someone’s home. But the group is very much for 

the whole area - which includes Brampford Speke, 

Cadbury, Cowley, Huxham, Netherexe, Newton St 

Cyres, Poltimore, Rewe, Stoke Canon, Thorverton 

and Upton Pyne. All young people in the area 

currently in Years 6 - 9 - and in older school years - 

are very welcome, and their friends too if they live 

elsewhere. 

 

Our aims are ‘Fun, Friendship, and Foundations for 

life’. We aim to provide a relaxed, supportive and 

safe environment where the young people can be 

themselves and where they can make and deepen 

friendships. The group will have its own Facebook 

page. The young people will participate in the 

decisions made about the group - including its name! 

 

The group will create the space for the young people 

to be able to explore, with others, how to build 

healthy foundations for life. As a church-based group 

the Christian faith will provide the context for doing 

this. The discussion evenings will offer the most 

natural opportunities for exploring the issues that the 

young people face in their lives.   

 

The group will have a leadership team, consisting of 

Lynda Crossley, Emma Hemmington, Allison 

Toogood (who looks after the publicity) and myself; I 

will have overall responsibility for the group. The 

group receives advice and support from the Exeter 

Diocesan Youth Advisor, Paul Reisbach. 

 

Having appropriate procedures for the protection of 

young people is essential. The group will adopt the 

‘best practice’ guidelines recommended by the 

Diocese of Exeter. For example, these include 

obtaining written permission from parents for virtual 

or electronic communication using Facebook, email 

or texts as well as for face-to-face activities. All the 

group leaders will have the appropriate DBS 

clearance (DBS is the Disclosure and Barring 

Service, which has replaced the Criminal Records 

Bureau).  

 

We hope that this new group will serve the young 

people in our area well. Please spread the word 

amongst them! And if you are a praying person, do 

pray for our young people. 

 

David Carrington (Curate, Netherexe parishes) 

 

        

                                            Douglas Dettmer, Rector 
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Baptist Church 
 

Lazarus, Come Forth 
 

"To be or not to be - that is the question."  In that 

famous soliloquy Hamlet goes on to speak of "the 

dread of something after death, The undiscovered 

country from whose bourn - No traveller returns." 

 

John chapter 11, the account of the raising of Lazarus 

from the dead, tells of just such a traveller.  He did 

visit that undiscovered country.  And he did return -  

in spectacular fashion. 

 

It all took place in Bethany, a village less than two 

miles from Jerusalem.  Jesus often visited Bethany. 

 This quiet spot became something of an oasis to him, 

a place of rest and relaxation after weary travelling or 

busy days in the big city.  In fact, the house there 

belonging to Martha, Mary and Lazarus was the 

nearest thing to a home that he knew during those 

years of ministry. 

 

We meet Mary and Martha in Saint Luke's gospel 

too. There is a wonderful tale of two sisters when 

Jesus is invited into their home.  Martha wants to 

honour their visitor with a slap-up meal.  We 

understand this sentiment, my wife and I, having 

frequently been honoured in this fashion during our 

years in Provence.  We still talk about the time when 

a young couple in our church gave us an EIGHT-

course meal one Sunday.  So Martha sets to in the 

kitchen, with much clattering of pots and pans, to 

serve up a meal worthy of a King.  Her sister Mary, 

the quieter one, sits quietly at Jesus' feet, like a 

disciple listening to a learned rabbi, while he talks 

and teaches.  Busy in the kitchen, Martha grows more 

and more frustrated at being left to do all the work on 

her own.  Finally she bursts in on Mary and Jesus. 

 Rudely she addresses the Master: "Lord, don't you 

care...?  Tell her to help me!"   This results in a gentle 

rebuke from Jesus. "Mary has chosen what is better." 

 

Our churches are full of Marthas - busy in the 

kitchen, serving meals, washing up.  Where would 

we be without them?  But we need Marys too, those 

who will take time out from the ceaseless round of 

activity to sit at the Master's feet in quiet worship. 

 

Back to our story of Lazarus...Jesus had escaped 

from the Jerusalem area, where his adversaries had 

attempted to stone him, and crossed the Jordan to 

take refuge in Perea.  That's where he was when the 

message from the sisters arrived: "Lord, the one you 

love is sick."  No more details.  It was enough to 

show us the special affection Jesus had for his friend 

from Bethany.  Karl Barth, arguably the greatest 

theologian of the twentieth century, was once asked 

by a reporter on a trip to America to sum up the 

content of his massive thirty volumes of Church 

Dogmatics.  Now Barth was a great intellectual, a 

visiting professor at several of Europe's leading 

universities.  But instead of giving a dazzling 

theological response, he answered simply, in the 

words of the well-known children's hymn, "Jesus 

loves me, this I know, for the Bible tells me so."   

What a reply!  Lazarus too was one whom Jesus 

loved - an extraordinary title which can be claimed 

by us all. 

 

There are protests from the disciples when Jesus 

finally announces his attention to leave for Bethany. 

 They remind him of the recent attempts to kill him. 

 Seeing his determination, the apostle Thomas - yes, 

the one we often decry as 'Doubting Thomas' - 

bravely speaks up: "Let us also go, that we may die 

with him." 

 

When Jesus and his party arrive at the outskirts of 

Bethany they are met in turn by the two sisters.  To 

Martha Jesus announces, "I am the Resurrection and 

the Life."  I will never forget the first time this 

affirmation came home to me.  It was on the occasion 

of the death of an uncle back in the 60s.  The vicar 

intoned these words as the funeral procession came 

into the church and they made a great impression on 

me.  Since then I have pronounced them myself on 

many occasions and they never cease to impress me. 

 "He who believes in me will never die."  This is the 

Christian hope and consolation. 

 

Jesus is troubled and even gives way to tears.  Does 

this represent sadness for humanity, for the elements 

of sickness and suffering that are part and parcel of 

our human lot?  Pain at the loss of one he loved 

deeply?  Solidarity with his creation?  Led to the 

place of burial, Jesus calls in a loud voice: "Lazarus, 

come out!"  This summons leads to the spectacular 

exit of the one who had been dead.  Jesus orders him 

to be released from the now redundant grave-clothes 

and restored to his family. 

 

At once Lazarus becomes famous, a tourist attraction 

even.  He has come back from that "undiscovered 

country."  So what does he have to tell us about it? 

 Absolutely nothing!  We have not a single word 

from the man.  He never opens his mouth.  In future 

references, he just sits there, mute testimony to the 

greatest miracle of Jesus. 

 

Greatest, that is, apart from the Resurrection itself. 

 And who could fail to make a connection between 

the cave of Lazarus, with a stone laid across the 

entrance, and another garden tomb with a similar 

stone?  "Take off the grave clothes," says Jesus to the 
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bystanders before the tomb of Lazarus.  But in the 

case of Jesus: 

Angels in bright raiment rolled the stone away, 

Kept the folded grave-clothes, where thy body lay. 

Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son, 

Endless is the victory thou o'er death hast won.  

 

Here then is the bedrock of the Christian faith.  "I am 

the resurrection and the life.  He who believes in me  

 

 

will live, even though he dies; and whoever lives and 

believes in me will never die.  Do you believe this?" 

 "Yes, Lord," Martha told him, "I believe that you are 

the Christ, the Son of God, who was to come into the 

world." 
 

Maurice Harrison  
 

 

Women’s Institute 
The AGM was held at our meeting on Tuesday 7

th
 

May.  The Secretary’s report, Treasurer’s financial 

statement and President’s review of the year were all 

delivered.  Elections took place for the President and 

members of the Committee.  The President agreed to 

stand for one more year and she thanked the 

Secretary, Treasurer and members of the Committee 

for all their hard work during the past year. 

 

The evening ended with a rather difficult general 

knowledge quiz and a competition to see who could 

make the most words from the word 

RESOLUTIONS.  The winner found 50 words in 

approximately 15 minutes.  Is anyone able to beat 

this? 

Jane Sleap 

 

PTFA 
Duck Racing and Afternoon Tea: Sunday 30

th
 June, 

2.30pm at the Memorial Hall. 

 

Please come along to this fun afternoon and support 

the school.  Join in the excitement, racing your ducks 

and then enjoy a delicious cream tea at the Hall.  

Ducks for sale at £1 each.  To purchase your ducks, 

please call Keeley Wells on 860190 or Katie 

Vanstone on 860978.  Thanks. 

 

Katie Vanstone 

 

I Don’t Believe It 
I find it hard to believe how shopping habits have 

changed in a lifetime. As a child our neighbourhood 

had people delivering milk and papers on a daily 

basis and bread, meat and Corona each week. There 

was also the fish man, the coal man, the oil man, the 

accumulator man, the ice cream man, the men who 

collected the pools and insurance money, and 

seasonally the onion man and rag and bone man - not 

forgetting the man with a little grindstone on the back 

of his bicycle to give our knives and shears a good 

edge. We kept two dozen chickens and sold our eggs 

at the door. Today, sadly, many of us live in a 

vacuum reminiscent of the school labs bell in a  

vacuum experiment, with television our link with the 

world. 

 

UKIP has had another boost this week, courtesy of 

the Eurovision “Song” Contest – why on earth do we 

bother to enter? I could give you next year’s voting 

results for half the countries if space permitted. 

Whilst not everyone will agree with some of their 

policies, UKIP has at least infused a little interest and 

colour into an otherwise grey political landscape.  
                                           

             Commentator 

 

Arts Festival 
Two photos of another excellent exhibition in the 

Parish Church in May: 
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 Family Fun Day 
 

 

 

 

 

 

We are not holding a Show this year, instead the 

Committee is organising a Family Fun Day on 8
th
 

June at Thorverton Memorial Hall, from 10am to 

4pm. 

 

The Fun Day will be close to the centre of the village, 

and there will be lots of activities for the whole 

family, including a climbing wall, archery, magic 

shows, fun run, dance workshops, Family Dog Show, 

Homecraft competition and much more with free 

entry, and of course hot and cold food and a Bar.  

There will also be an outdoor market for local 

crafters and traders. Details of the Dog Show classes 

and Homecraft classes are available on the website. 

 

We would also like to invite local voluntary and 

community organisations to take part in the Fun Day 

and run an activity or stall to raise funds for their 

own organisation in return for a small donation to the 

Thorverton Country Show.   

 

Thank you to everyone who has offered help and 

support on the day.  We are organising rotas for the 

day so if anyone has a couple of hours spare to help 

we would be extremely grateful.  Please contact us as 

soon as possible with your availability and we will be 

only too pleased to include you in our rotas. 

 

If you are interested in being involved in the Fun Day 

or running a stall or activity, or for further 

information please contact Caroline Taverner on 

01392 860069 or see our website at 

www.thorvertoncountryshow.co.uk.  We look 

forward to hearing from you. 

 

Caroline Taverner 

 

 

http://www.thorvertoncountryshow.co.uk/
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Garden Club 
 

On Wednesday 8
th
 May approximately 15 members 

enjoyed a tour around Killerton led by one of the 

gardeners which enabled us to pick up a lot of 

interesting information on how the garden is planted 

and maintained.   

 

On Tuesday 4
th
 June we are hoping to have a visit to 

Castle Drogo led by Clive Smith to see not just the 

grounds but hopefully parts of the house not usually 

open to the public. 

 

On Wednesday 12
th
 June we will be visiting Bickham 

House at Kenn.  Entrance will cost £4.50.  A few of 

our members have been to Bickham before and it is 

well worth a tour plus the lovely cream teas available 

afterwards. 

 

On Saturday 13
th
 July we hoping to visit some local 

gardens opened to raise funds for Hospiscare.  They 

are known as Cowley Bridge Gardens and are only a 

very short distance away from Upton Pyne. 

Admission to these gardens will cost £3 and 

refreshments are available. 

 

For the visits on 4
th
 and 12

th
 June and 13

th
 July we 

will be meeting up at Upton Pyne Village Hall 

beforehand about 1.30pm in order to arrange car 

sharing. 

 

Finally on Saturday 29
th
 July we will have our 

Cowley Open Gardens courtesy of Nick and Jilly 

Baker and Simon and Chris Grundy where there will 

be refreshments and a plant stall. 

 

These visits are open to members of the public and if 

you would like to join us or like more information 

about the Garden Club then do give me a ring on 

861205. 

 

Ros Rowlerson 

 

 

Sunnymead Gas Up 
 

12
th

 May 2013 

 

Thank you to everyone that helped make this year’s 

event a great success.  A special thanks must go to all 

the helpers who worked very hard to get the field 

ready and to clear up afterwards. We had a good 

selection of exhibits, including tractors, steam 

engines, cars, stationary engines and motorbikes. The 

pasties proved very popular again, as was the bouncy 

castle and play-house which kept the children 

entertained whilst the mums had a good look around 

the bric-a-brac. Thank you also for all the draw prizes 

that were donated.  

 

The rain managed to stay away again this year and a 

very enjoyable day was had by all. We managed to 

raise a total of £1369-58p, which has been divided 

between the Devon Air Ambulance and Thorverton 

Surgery. 

 

 
 

Alis Chamber tractor from Stoke Canon 

 

 
Ferguson tractor with log cutter 

Mike Lee,  

(with photos by Barrie Phillips and Tom Walling) 
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School Report 
 

CHILDREN OF THE EXE VALLEY 

FEDERATION TAKE UP THE CHALLENGE 

 

No one could say that the children of the Exe Valley 

Federation sit around and do nothing!  This summer 

term will see the children taking part in a wide 

variety of class based and extra-curricular sporting 

activities that include tennis, tag rugby, athletics and 

swimming.  

 

As if this wasn’t enough, we have arranged three 

residential adventure holidays so that the children can 

get to know each other a bit better! First to go away 

were the year four children who spent a long 

weekend at Beam House in North Devon.  For many 

it was their first experience of being away from home 

but they came through with flying colours, taking 

part in a wide range of activities that included body-

boarding out to sea! 

 

Next it was the turn of the year five children who 

went away to the Dartmoor Training Centre. Their 

week included archery, art and shelter building in the 

forest but the highlight for most of them was the 

opportunity to go caving at Priddamsleigh – a never 

to be forgotten experience that really challenges the 

bravest of folk! 

 

Our last residential is reserved for the year six 

children who will be going away to Grenville House 

at Brixham Harbour for a long weekend of water 

sports and team building activities later this month. 

These children are really cementing their friendships 

with each other as they prepare to leave primary 

school and move on to their chosen High Schools. It 

is very rewarding to learn how much they appreciate 

these opportunities to spend time with a wider peer 

group than their village school allows for – they 

really do have the best of both worlds now! 

 

Perhaps one of the most outstanding recent 

achievements these children have completed though 

was a sixteen mile walk, map reading across the 

moor in teams of four, to take part in the Exmoor 

Youth Challenge. We entered six federation teams 

for this event and they were all successful in 

completing the gruelling event. As the youngest age 

group taking part, they made us very proud, with 

many of the groups completing the route in very fast 

times indeed. It is the kind of activity that will never 

be forgotten by the twenty-four children that took 

part and may even inspire them to enter the Ten Tors 

across Dartmoor as they get older! 

 

All of these activities add to the richness and variety 

of life in school – we want the very best of 

opportunities for the young people in our care and 

will always seek to provide a well-rounded education 

for them all. If you would like to find out more about 

the three schools then please take a few minutes to 

visit our brand new website at 

www.exevalleyfederation.co.uk where you can keep 

up to date with all the latest news! 

 

Heather M Perry 

Executive Head Teacher 

 

 

Recipe  
 

Rhubarb Chutney 

(good instead of mango chutney with curries or with 

cheese/meat) 

 

2 lb rhubarb 

1 ½ lb onions 

2 lb  brown sugar 

½ pint vinegar 

3 teaspoons curry powder 

½ teaspoon salt 

½ teaspoon cayenne pepper 

Pinch of ginger powder 

1 heaped teaspoon cornflour mixed with vinegar 

taken from the ½ pint. 

 

 Chop rhubarb and onions 

 Place all ingredients (except cornflour 

mixture) in pan 

 Cook until tender 

 Add cornflour to thicken 

 

From Sustainable Crediton 

 

 

 
The Diamond Jubilee stone on Jubilee Green

http://www.exevalleyfederation.co.uk/


Focus on Thorverton  Vol. 44 No. 6 – June 2013 

 

16 

Nature Notes 
 

Pale Eggar Moth 

Does Thorverton have a local population of the pale 

eggar moth?  Last year using my mercury vapour 

moth trap I caught one pale eggar moth in our 

garden. This was one of only three records of the 

moth submitted to Devon’s County Moth Recorder in 

2012. In 2009 one was caught in the village by Lin 

Balkwill. You may wonder if this is significant but 

the pale eggar is one of a number of moths that have 

declined by 90% in 40 years, based on records from 

1968 to 2007. There are no recent records of the pale 

eggar in Cornwall, and it is patchy elsewhere in the 

UK.  

 

The pale eggar moth is on the wing in August and 

September, a member of the eggar moth family of 

which there are 14 species found in the UK. Two of 

the most common ones you may come across around 

here are the drinker moth and oak eggar moth. All 

adult moths of the eggar family do not feed but the 

pale eggar caterpillar will eat birch, blackthorn, 

hawthorn, oak, heather and whortleberry. 

 

Notes from TARTS walk. 

We had some super wildlife sightings during 

Thorverton walking group’s penultimate walk of the 

Exe Valley Way from Withypool to Simonsbath on 

4
th
 May. In a small stream not far from Landacre, we 

came across some leeches, green-brown in colour and 

approximately two to three inches long. They are 

probably horse leeches Haemopis sanguisuga which 

feed on small animals such as worms and midge 

larvae and have nothing to do with horses. Next we 

came across a young drinker moth caterpillar resting 

on dead grass stems surrounded by heather. The 

caterpillar has emerged out of hibernation to continue 

feeding until pupation in June. A little further along 

we saw a few tadpoles in a puddle. Much later we 

heard the clear call of a cuckoo and while we stood 

still to try to locate its whereabouts, the cuckoo 

emerged to fly towards us then alight in a hawthorn 

tree. Unfortunately the cuckoo was well concealed in 

the tree canopy. Even more surprising was coming 

across a bat, day hunting for insects in a meadow and 

around its hedge margin. I have encountered only one 

other bat flying in broad daylight and it was also on 

Exmoor (Nature Notes, Focus October 2011).  

 

In My Garden 

We are getting regular visits to our garden from a 

hedgehog who snuffles beneath the bird feeders and I 

can’t make out if it is eating anything. Hedgehogs 

will eat small mammals, eggs, young birds, 

earthworms, beetles, caterpillars, earwigs, millipedes, 

slugs, snails and some fruit but do you know if they 

eat seeds? A bullfinch pair continues to visit our 

feeders and on two occasions had another female in 

tow. She was constantly chased away by the paired 

female. “Our” grass snake turned up at our pond on 

18
th
 May and in common with lots of other wildlife, 

has appeared much later than last year, 17 days to be 

exact.  

 

Around the Village 

On a recent walk around the village edge via 

Berrysbridge, near three limbed oak cross, I found a 

small patch of early purple orchids I had not 

previously known about. Whitethroat and 

yellowhammer were observed along the way. 

 

Notes from Gus Christianson 

Hurray! I have a new resident thrush who I hope will 

gobble up all the malicious molluscs in my garden so 

I can actually grow something. The downside is that 

its long repertoire is quite impoverished. The usual 

four repetitions often consist of only one note four 

times, and previous resident thrushes have been much 

more inventive. The blackbirds continue with their 

usual lilting longish phrases and I am hoping that 

some of their lyricism will rub off on the thrush. 

There is always the danger that car alarms provide 

more persuasive tutelage than rival bird song. A 

normal “desk phone” was often heard to be copied by 

birds, but today’s jangly jingles on mobiles are far 

too complex for them to reproduce, thank goodness. 

 

Talking of mimicry, on the way back home on the 

local walk mentioned above, I heard a buzzard. I 

looked up only to see a starling perched on a wire 

who then proceeded to make a “woo woo woo” 

sound just like an emergency response vehicle and all 

this complete with a beak full of food.    



Focus on Thorverton  Vol. 44 No. 6 – June 2013 

 

17 

As I write there have been no reports of May bugs 

(Cockchafer) and our spectacular hawk-moths should 

be on the wing by the end of May.    

 

References re- Pale Eggar Moth: 

1. Provisional Atlas of the UK’s Larger Moths, 

Butterfly Conservation. 

2. The State of Britain’s Larger Moths 2013, 

Butterfly Conservation. 

 

Jenny Garne 

01392 860875 

Jenny.garne2@tiscali.co.uk 

 
 

 

 

TARTS 
Thorverton Amblers Ramblers  

and Trampers 

 
 

Our final walk along the Exe Valley Way is coming 

up this weekend (25
th
 May), and I'll include a write 

up in next month’s Focus.  Meanwhile we start a new 

programme of walks taking us up to the end of 

August. There is no particular theme to the walks this 

time, but there will be a good mixture of terrain and 

length. Keep an eye out in the Old Post Office 

window, the Village Post Office, and noticeboard for 

the details of each walk about a week before. There 

should be something to suit everyone. 

 

Future walks and events 

 

Saturday 15
th
 June – Shorter local walk led by Jenny 

 

Saturday 29
th
 June – 7-8 mile walk around Woodbury 

Common led by Anne 

 

Saturday 13
th
 July – Shorter walk led by Graeme 

 

Saturday 27
th
 July – Longer walk around 

Okehampton and Meldon led by Anne 

 

Saturday 10
th
 August – Walk led by Anne and Gerry 

 

Saturday 31
st
 August – Walk led by Caroline 

 

All walks meet opposite the church at 0930, and are 

suitable for dogs unless otherwise stated. Shorter 

walks are usually 4 – 6 miles in length and longer 

walks 6 – 9 miles, however precise details of each 

walk (length, gradient, lunch information etc) will be 

displayed approximately a week before the walk in 

the Old Post Office Window and on the village notice 

board. If you would like to be included on the email 

list contact Caroline (861002) or Graeme (860203). 

 

Caroline Prince 

 
Newton St Cyres Tennis Club 
 

Seventeen club members turned up for maintenance 

day on Sunday 21st April, armed with a trailer and 

strimmers, a rake and teak oil, brushes, a hoover, 

buckets and Jif, weeding tools, gloves and brushes, 

milk and flapjacks, and plenty of energy.  Everything 

looks spick and span.  It is truly a case of many hands 

making light work.  Thank you to all. 

 

The Club Championships will get underway 

on Sunday 2nd June, with qualifying for the Ladies 

and Men’s Doubles competitions, followed by Mixed 

Doubles qualifying on 9th June.  The Singles 

competitions kick off at the beginning of July.  A 

Junior Singles tournament is being arranged, with 

several age-group categories.  More info to follow 

(also posted on the website). 

 

The 4 Men’s teams, 2 Ladies’ teams and 1 Mixed 

team are continuing to battle away against stiff 

opposition, though some poor weather has forced a 

few postponements. 

 

Our strongest adult club sessions are on Sunday 

afternoons from 2pm and Thursday evenings from 

6.15pm.  More relaxed daytime sessions continue to 

run on Tuesdays at 10am and Fridays at 2pm, and all 

adults are welcome.  We are also introducing a new 

Saturday morning adult session, for ‘rusty returners’ 

– those who have not played for a while and would 

like to test their tennis legs before coming along to 

one of the main club sessions. Full details on the 

website. 

 

All up to date information can be found on our 

website – www.newtonstcyrestennisclub.co.uk. 

   

Alternatively you may call our Membership 

Secretary Laura Leigh on 01647 24259. 

 

Viv Baber 

 

http://www.newtonstcyrestennisclub.co.uk/
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Thorverton Guides 
Hello my name is Megan and I am part of the 

‘Thorverton Guides’. I have just turned fourteen so I 

am now training to be a ‘semi-guide leader’. 

 

Thorverton Guides started in January 2012. It is run 

by Lisa Browning and Selena Scott. I’m really 

grateful to them because they do it voluntarily.  

 

Before Guides, I had nothing to do and everyday was 

becoming a bit boring…. Then Thorverton Guides 

was introduced and I, along with many others joined 

straight away and have NEVER looked back. 

 

The age of Guides is from 10 to 13 years and if you 

wanted to stay on like me they could be trained to be 

a guide leader. 

 

We do sooooo many things from Laser shooting to 

Arts and Crafts and Clip ‘n’ Climb (climbing centre) 

to a Manicure theme! So if you joined there is always 

something for you! 

 

My favourite activity so far was ‘laser shooting’. 

This is because it kept you on your toes and 

something that I personally had never done before. 

Clip ‘n’ Climb was another favourite. Most people 

think it’s just the normal climbing walls, but no, they 

have loads of different climbing walls. There are 

some that you have to climb like a spider, others that 

you can see your opponent! My favourite one was 

‘The Stairway to Heaven’, it consisted of around 10 

poles that you stood on and as you went up they got 

taller and wobblier. 

 

Guides is just a great time to chill and have some 

fun! 

 

Megan Oram 

 

Legal Eagle 
 

It will be recalled that the actus reus of a crime 

involves conduct on the part of the accused in the 

form of an act or an omission. Such conduct must be 

willed or voluntary before it can form the basis of 

criminal liability. It follows, therefore, that where the 

conduct of the accused is involuntary the accused 

may escape liability. 

 

Conduct is regarded as involuntary where it is 

brought about by a state of automatism which can be 

either insane automatism or non-insane automatism. 

Insane automatism results in a finding of not guilty 

by reason of insanity (see May article); non-insane 

automatism, if successfully pleaded, entitles the 

accused to an acquittal. 

 

So, what is automatism? In Bratty –v- AG for 

Northern Ireland [1963], Lord Denning stated that 

it is ‘......an act done by the muscles without any 

control by the mind, such as a spasm, a reflex action 

or a convulsion; or an act done by a person who is 

not conscious of what he is doing, such as an act 

done whilst suffering from concussion or whilst 

sleepwalking‘. 

 

 

Having determined what automatism is we can now 

turn our attention to how the law is applied. There are 

three elements to consider namely, the need for an 

external factor, which results in involuntary conduct 

by the accused and finally a lack of fault on the part 

of the accused. 

 

The need for there to be an external factor provides 

the contrast to insanity. Diabetes might be used to 

illustrate. Where the accused suffers a 

hypoglycaemic attack caused by the intake of insulin 

the attack will have been caused by an external 

factor, namely, the use of the insulin and the proper 

defence is one of automatism. Where, on the other 

hand, the accused suffers a hyperglycaemic attack 

caused by diabetes leading to high sugar levels the 

defence is one of insanity because the attack was 

internally caused. 

 

In the case of Quick [1973] the accused was charged 

with assault; he was a diabetic who had taken insulin 

as prescribed on the morning of the assault. He 

subsequently drunk a quantity of spirits but had eaten 

little food. At trial, he contended that at the time of 

the assault he was in a state of automatism due to 

hypoglycaemia. However, the trial judge indicated 

that this would be taken as an insanity defence so the 

accused changed his plea to guilty. On appeal, the 

conviction was reversed on the ground that if the 

accused’s condition produced automatism it would 

not amount to insanity and the defence of automatism 

should have been left to the jury. 

 

The requirement that the conduct of the accused must 

be involuntary leads to a consideration of whether the 

accused was conscious at the time of the alleged 

offence or whether the accused was unconscious or in 

a state of impaired consciousness. 

 

Where the accused is conscious he must lack 

complete control over his conduct. This may be 

illustrated by reference to the driving cases. In Isitt 

[1978], the accused argued that his dangerous driving 

was due to a previous accident which had result in 

him suffering a loss of memory. In consequence, he 
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had no recollection of the events leading to the 

charge and claimed that his subconscious had taken 

over. His appeal, following conviction, was 

dismissed. The Court of Appeal found that he had 

control over his bodily actions. 

 

Where the accused is unconscious or in a state of 

impaired consciousness he lacks control over his 

actions. In such circumstances expert medical 

evidence is required to establish the basis for the 

defence. The accused’s condition might, for example 

be due to the use of drugs, the consumption of 

alcohol or that the accused was acting under 

hypnosis. 

 

The final requirement is that the accused must not be 

at fault. This is often expressed by saying that the 

accused cannot rely on a state of self-induced 

automatism. 

 

This is something of an over simplification. Whilst it 

is true that self-duced automatism is no defence to 

crimes of basis intent i.e., those that can be 

committed recklessly, it might provide a defence to 

crimes of specific intent provided the lack of 

intention can be established. 

 

The case of Bailey [1983], illustrates. The accused, a 

diabetic, while suffering a hypoglycaemic episode, 

hit his girlfriend’s lover with an iron bar. He was 

charged under s18 Offences Against the Person Act 

1861 with causing grievous bodily harm with intent. 

The accused had taken insulin, drunk alcohol but had 

not eaten. The Court of Appeal held that if the state 

of automatism was self-induced it can provide a 

complete defence to a crime of specific intent 

provided the prosecution cannot prove the necessary 

intention. However, if the accused’s state of 

automatism was brought about by voluntary 

consumption of alcohol or illegal drugs, it would be 

no defence to a crime of basic intent. 

 

As a result, the accused could not be convicted of the 

crime charged as the prosecution were unable to 

establish the necessary intent required to secure a 

conviction. 

 

Next month, intoxication. 

Clive Hamblin 

 

In his article in May’s Focus, Clive used the word 

“Postictal”.  Apparently this means the post-epileptic 

fit period.  I am grateful to Eileen Mason for looking 

this up – Ed. 

 

 

Golf Society 
 

Sunday 28
th

 April  

At last a dry day for us, so 13 players attempted to 

play golf. 

 

The presentation was today conducted by Ken 

Galvin. Today’s winner was John Mann with 18 

points. He was cut the mandatory shot plus an extra 

for an illegal drop out of the bunker, in full view of 

the gallery on the 9
th
 green (better than 

disqualification). Runner up was Ken Galvin with 17 

points and joint 3
rd

 were Peter Thomas and David 

Ashworth (Winning his first GSPOT prize). Bringing 

up the rear today was Roger Flitney. 

 

The shot of the day was a chip in for a two on the 7
th
 

green by Phil Beasley which also won him a £50 

prize.  The Donna-y was awarded to David Harlow 

who made a bit of a splash on his comeback. 

Approaching the 4
th
 green his second shot just 

cleared the water, but rolled back into the pond. He 

dropped another ball by the water  edge and promptly 

hit that straight into the pond as well. 

 

Sunday 12
th

 May  
Today was the first round of the singles knockout 

competition, so the 16 players who had entered all 

turned up to play hoping to make it through to the 

next round. 

 

Bob Hyde managed to beat Simon Ette and his 

reward is a match against Rhys Roberts who just 

managed to beat Scott Hasler on the second sudden 

death extra hole.  Jim Chappelle triumphed against 

Roger Flitney and he will now meet Mike Shelton 

who overcame the challenge of David Ashworth.  

David Harlow managed to win against Max 

Sercombe, but now has the dubious honour of in the 

next round playing his son Chris Harlow who beat 

Paul Richards.  Phil Beasley beat golfing legend 

Marcus Davey and will now meet Any French who 

knocked out John Mann on the first extra hole. 

 

The Donna-y was not officially awarded today, but it 

was mentioned that Phil and Marcus were having 

their patience tested by the game in front of them and 

managed to hit David Ashworth’s bag and then put 

one between his legs (how low can you get!). 

 

The dates arranged for June are Sunday 9
th
 which is 

the pairs competition and Sunday 30
th
. All aspiring 

golfers welcome, details from the Exeter Inn. 

 

G S Potter 
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Thorverton and District History 
Society 

 
 

 

The evening of April’s meeting began with a 

presentation to Bill Stamper who had served as 

chairman of the Thorverton and District History 

Society for over 10 years. 

 

After a slight technical hitch, which Barrie Phillips 

resolved by producing a laptop which he just 

happened to have with him, John was able to start the 

illustrated talk.  John is the archaeological advisor to 

the Abbey and was the curator of Exeter museum for 

20 years. 

 

Glastonbury is a fascinating area for archaeology 

with many myths and beliefs – we were shown a 

picture of the Tor and invited to imagine just how 

this would have looked, rising out of the mists of the 

Somerset levels. 

 

The area has been regarded as a most holy site since 

at least the late Saxon period – pilgrims would visit 

and take small earth samples with them on their 

pilgrimages.  The hymn “Jerusalem” was written 

about Somerset and “did those feet in ancient times” 

has a direct connection to the area. 

 

The Abbey was founded in the 7
th
 century and 

enlarged in the 10
th
 century but a major fire destroyed 

the Abbey and the old church in 1184.  Rebuilding 

took place and by the 14
th
 century Glastonbury was 

one of the wealthiest and most powerful monasteries 

in England. It was about the same size as nearby 

Wells but richer. 

 

Robert Willis wrote about the architectural history of 

the abbey and noticed that the buttresses of the 

chapel were not central to the windows – he records 

that the building was designed from the inside.  At 

one time the interior would have been richly 

decorated in colour which included a beautiful blue, 

made from lapis lazuli from Afghanistan.  The carved 

stonework shows the great skills of the masons who 

worked on the abbey.  

 

After Willis came Frederick Blith Bond, another 

architectural historian – he was a good archaeologist 

and carried out excavations but he had an interest in 

the occult. This led to conflict and despite his good 

archaeology, he left.  However, he had interested 

artists in the site and all types of theories followed, 

including one about field boundaries in the area form 

star signs. This led on to other “new age” cultures in 

the area and the town now has some very interesting 

shops. 

 

From at least the 12
th
 century the area was associated 

with the legend of King Arthur and there were claims 

that the abbey was originally founded by Joseph of 

Arimathea in the 1
st
 century. 

 

Prior to the Great War the Catholic Church showed 

an interest in acquiring the site but the Church of 

England bought it to stop them. 

 

In the 1950’s Dr Raleigh Radford carried out 

excavations on the Saxon graveyard.  In recent years 

finds from earlier excavations were examined  - 

shards of Glastonbury ware were found and so were 

shards of early iron age pottery as well as Roman 

pottery. Amphora from eastern Europe / Turkey from 

about 650 AD was also found – regarded as high 

status finds. There is evidence of occupation right up 

to the 19
th
 century. 

 

What is going on now at the site, which covers 36 

acres?? A process of care has to be done.  A complete 

metric survey is being done of the whole site.   Small 

scale excavations are being done. Detailed 

examination is being carried out on the remaining 

standing stones and the standing buildings to help 

understand the different phases of the buildings.  

 

This is a wonderful site and well worth a visit 

 

Robert Turner 
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Andrew Hoellering – Triathlete at 
80 

 
 

I thought readers would like to congratulate Andrew 

Hoellering (aged 80 years) on his great triumph  on 

completing the Triathlon. This included 

consecutively swimming 200m , cycling 20Km  and  

running 3Km. Moreover this endurance test 

succeeded in raising over £2,000 for the Children’s 

Hospice South West.  His stamina, determination and 

fitness is an inspiration to all of us to keep fit, even if 

we cannot all emulate his outstanding achievement. 

  

Margaret Turner-Warwick 

 

Police Update  
 

Neighbourhood Watch 

This is a great scheme which 

draws the community closer 

together and produces a safer 

community. 

 

We have a few set up already in the area, if anyone is 

interested in joining or setting a new one up then 

please make contact with me. 

 

Phone 101 and ask for Anna ROBERTS 30587 or 

email anna.roberts@devonandcornwall.pnn.police.uk 

 

Parking 

A polite reminder that you should not park on a 

junction, please think of others when parking and 

ensure you are considerate. Pavements are for people 

and should not be obstructed by vehicles. 

 

PCSO Anna Roberts 

 

 

Upton Pyne War Memorial 
 

Do you know anything about any of the Upton Pyne 

men who died in the First World War and are listed 

on the village war memorial? 

 

Cecil Bradford, Reginald Board, Walter 

Bowden, Frederick Bowden, Richard Ellis, 

Walter Ellis, Ben Ellis, Percival Ellis, 

Wallace Chaulker, Thomas Forward, 

William Hawkins, George Parker, Alfred 

Perkins, Charles Stoneman, Alfred Wyatt, 

Lionel Bamsey, Frederick Marks. 

 

Next year is the 100
th
 anniversary of the start of 

WW1, and the Friends of Upton Pyne hope to 

organise a commemorative exhibition. If you can tell 

us anything at all about any of the names below 

please get in touch with Linda Findlay at Robins 

Cottage (tel: 841402) or email 

friendsofuptonpyne@yahoo.co.uk. Please also let us 

know if you could help to research our WW1 village 

history over the coming months. 

 

Linda Finlay 

 

(Ian Stoyle wrote an article for us a while back about 

those named on the Thorverton War Memorial, which 

I will run again shortly – if I can find it – Ed.) 

 

 

Spring Flower Show 
 

Held at Upton Pyne Village Hall, Saturday April 27
th
.  

 

After what seemed to be a never-ending winter, at 

last the sun came out, and the gardens sprang into life 

just in time for people to enter their beautiful flowers 

in our friendly and informal show. With over 180 

entries for flowers, foliage, cookery and creations by 

adults and children, this year we attracted more 

participants than we had hoped for and a special 

thanks must go to all the children for their cakes and 

for the flower pictures.  Few people managed to show 

tulips, which are late this year, but the daffodils were 

mailto:anna.roberts@devonandcornwall.pnn.police.uk
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at their best and the shrubs were impressive and 

overall there was a good variety of plant life. 

 

Paul, our judge for the cookery, was very pleased 

with the number of rock cakes and carrot cake the 

children had entered and likes to see children 

encouraged to bake and prepare food.  The winning 

adult entries for cookery looked very tasty and once 

again standards were high. 

 

The photographs of “snow” and “water” showed the 

usual excellent photographic skill achieved in our 

neighbourhood, and the children’s flower pictures 

were very hard to choose between - everyone seemed 

to have their own favourite - and everyone agreed 

that the colours were terrific.  There is some real 

talent there. 

 

As usual the tea and amazingly delicious homemade 

cakes were so popular that they form an attraction on 

their own - never mind the flowers!  A big thank you 

to Pam Stoneman for the cakes and to those who 

were serving the teas and clearing up later. 

 

Further thanks to everyone who helped to organise, 

set up and run the show, to everyone who entered 

exhibits and to everyone else who came along on the 

afternoon to see the flowers and judge with pennies 

and who helped to make the show a success. 

 

 

Chris Grundy, Show Secretary 

 

Local interest at Devon Show 
There was general agreement that this year’s Devon 

Show was a particularly good one, helped by some 

decent weather.  There was also some local interest. 

 

HRH The Duchess of Cornwall opened the Show and 

during a visit to the poultry section, the Duchess was 

presented with three trios of Pekin bantams by John 

Redler (of Thorverton), who has been involved in 

poultry showing for 40 years.  One trio will go to the 

Duchess's home at Highgrove and the remainder 

being shared amongst her grandchildren.  

 

In the cattle ring, local farmer Patrick Greed from 

Killerton, won the Interbreed championship with his 

two year old heifer Limousin Killerton Gucci.  
 

 

 
John Redler with HRH The Duchess of Cornwall     Photo: Geoff and Tordis Pagotto 
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Thorverton Co-Operative Trust 
Ltd             
supporting  Thorverton Post Office 
 

What does Thorverton Co-operative Trust 

actually do? 

It supports Thorverton Post Office. It owns the 

building and pays for all the running costs. 

 

How does it finance that? 

By running a newsagency and stationery shop. Also 

by receiving annual subscriptions from its members 

and donations. 

 

Why become/continue to be a member of TCT 

Ltd? 

You show your commitment to and support for 

maintaining a post office here in Thorverton. Your £5 

annual subscriptions and other donations are vital to 

keep the business going. Annual turnover from the 

TCT shop is not sufficient. 

 

Do we really need a post office here? 

The post office is used for a very wide variety of 

things and as well as postal services, bill and benefit 

paying, many can use it as a bank. 

 

The post office and its shop give the community a 

meeting point and as well as enabling us to buy 

newspapers, magazines and stationery products 

regularly, its existence keeps the value of house 

prices up (apparently!). 

 

What do I do next? 

Complete the form alongside and return it with your 

subscription payment to Thorverton Post Office or 

the Membership Secretary at 25 The Glebe, 

Thorverton EX5 5LS. 

 

Please contact me or our business manager Jan 

Hamilton on 07764 461575 if you have further 

questions about the business. 

 

Heather Kershaw       

01392 860419                   

Chair and Membership Secretary TCT Ltd 

 
 

 

Football Club 
The first team finished 10

th
 of 15 teams in the Devon 

and Exeter Premier Division.  The second team 

finished a more perilous 14
th
 of 16 teams in Division 

3.  I would welcome match reports for next season if 

we have any budding reporters out there. 

 

Silverton & Exe Valley Seniors 
May 2013 Newsletter 

 

If You are you are in! 
 

If you live in the Exe Valley and enjoy doing things 

then membership of the Club may be for you.   The 

Club organises monthly coffee mornings, coach 

outings, holidays, whist drives and theatre trips.  

Annual membership is £5 per person. Full details 

from the Club Secretary or on our website - 

http://www.sevs.info   

 

This Month’s Outing: - MARAZION (St Michael’s 

Mt or Trebah Gdns): 14
th

 June 

 

We leave Silverton at 0830 (with the usual Exe 

Valley pick-ups) for Marazion where there is a 

choice of venues – St Michael’s Mount (accessible 

http://www.sevs.info/
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by boat but return journey involves walking across 

ancient causeway) or the sub-tropical paradise of 

nearby Trebah Gardens. Outing cost inclusive of 

admission £20 (NT Members visiting St Michael’s 

Mount £10 coach fare only applies). 

 

Monday Afternoon WHIST (fortnightly) 
Whist afternoons this month are on the 3

rd
 and 17

th
 

June at St Mary’s Church Hall Silverton at 2:00 PM.  

Entrance fee £2 includes a raffle ticket, tea & biscuits 

(sometimes cake!).  It is easy to learn and helps keeps 

the brain active! 

 

Tuesday COFFEE MORNING.   

Our Monthly coffee morning (with optional quiz) 

will be held on Tuesday 18
th 

June between 1000 and 

1130 at St Mary’s Church Hall Silverton. An 

opportunity to book for events, meet friends or 

perhaps take part in the quiz.  Entrance charge only 

£0.50 plus optional Raffle.  Do come along -  

everyone is most welcome.  

 

FORTHCOMING OUTINGS Prices include 

coach cost and venue admission  

 

29 JUN  Annie get your gun! Afternoon 

matinee £25 Depart 1100* 

04 JUL  Steam train & River Cruise 

(Dartmouth)  £22 Depart 0830* 

30 JUL  Longleat House Gardens & Safari 

Park £22 Depart 0830 

21 AUG  St Mawes & ferry to 

Frenchmans Creek £22 Depart 0830* 

Departure time is from Silverton Square. * denotes 

local Exe Valley pick-ups available 

Minutes before/after Silverton: Tiverton -30: Ruffwell 

+5: Rewe +8, Stoke Canon +10 

 

2013 CLUB HOLIDAYS  

Bookings are now being accepted for our Autumn 

Holiday (5 Days/4 Nights from 30 SEP-04 OCT) 

staying at the 3 Star Best Western Yorke House 

Hotel Eastbourne with a stunning sea-front position 

200 yards from the Pier.  Price £285 (based a two 

persons sharing: Single Room £30 extra) is inclusive 

of Dinner, Bed & Breakfast and excursions to 

Sheffield Park Gardens, the newly extended Bluebell 

Railway, Brighton, the South Downs and picturesque 

village of Alfriston. Please ask the Secretary for a 

leaflet and/or Booking Form 

 

If you are interested in any of the above events or 

would like to join the Club please contact Martin 

Clough Club Secretary 38 Hederman Close Silverton 

Devon EX5 4HW Telephone 01392 860971 or e-

mail: martin.mcassoc@btconnect.com 

 

Martin Clough 

Rainfall Record 
I reproduce below charts for April and May (up to 

26
th
).  While April was relatively dry –with total 

rainfall of just 31.1 mm, which is only a little over 

half of the average rainfall recorded in April over the 

past nine years – May’s rainfall has been much closer 

to average.  15
th
 May contributed almost 40% of the 

total rainfall for the first 25 days of the month. 

 

I am again grateful to Gus Christianson for providing 

me with the readings. 

Neville Lane 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
The recent Church Week walk to Fortescue 

mailto:martin.mcassoc@btconnect.com
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Street Fair 
 

 

 
 

Photo montage by John Spivey 
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The Garden in June 
 

The Oak before the Ash and we shall have a splash; 

the Ash before the Oak and we shall have a soak. 

 

For those of you who did not spot which came out 

first ,  the oak was way ahead of the ash tree this 

year.  Last year it was the other way around !!!!!!   

We had also had the most consistently dry and hot 

weather for the summer by this time although we 

were unaware of this fact.  So its fingers crossed for a 

‘flaming ‘ June.  I think you have probably spotted 

by now, that I am the eternal optimist!  

 

So gardeners beware,  if the rhyme has some 

scientific basis,  I feel a Phd project coming on for 

somebody here and not completely an old wives tale 

or heaven forbid due to the dreaded ash die back 

disease, (we won’t go down  that tunnel unless we 

have too,)  we need to get cracking and plant out 

remaining crops and all those annuals that are being 

protected from adverse weather and sitting in pots in 

cold frames, greenhouses, window sills, guest 

bedrooms, garages, and sheltered corners of the 

garden.  

 

The art of ‘potting on’ can make or break a plants 

growth pattern and if you are able to time things just 

right you will achieve your goal of a very vigorous 

healthy plant but if you check the ‘growth energy’ of 

your potted plant and allow it to sit too long it can 

lose vigour by becoming  ‘pot bound’ and never 

make a full recovery.  The most common cause of 

this is due to timing and that you are, for many varied 

reasons unable to put the plant out when it is just 

ready to be transplanted and grow on vigorously.  If 

timed to perfection a plant should be transplanted at 

the moment it has vigorously reached the limits of 

the pot without feeling squashed and if moved on at 

this point it will continue to grow on in the same 

manner, especially if the ground has been prepared 

for it.  

 

So how can you tell if your plants are ready when 

you can’t see what is happening in the pot?  Quite 

simply,  you  look.  Yes, take the plant out of the pot 

and see what the roots are doing.  This can seem 

quite scary at first but there are some tell-tale signs to 

look for before you turn your pot upside down.  Fisrt 

make sure your pot is damp but not soggy!  Look 

underneath and see if any of the roots are protruding.  

If yes proceed to ease the plant out of the pot 

supporting it with your hand.  It is easiest to do this 

in an upside down position, the pot I mean not 

yourself! and gently ease the pot away from the plant. 

Never pull the plant away from the pot you will 

damage and tear it. If the pot has no visible roots do 

not do this as the root system must be sufficient to 

support the soil when you take off the pot. What you 

are hoping to see is a lovely root system that fills the 

pot but has not started to encircle itself at the bottom 

of the pot.  The plant at this stage is in vigorous 

growing mode and will make an excellent transition 

from pot to soil.  Put your pot carefully back on the 

plant and your little potted plant will have suffered 

no ill effects.  If you do not feel there is a sufficient 

root system then leave the plant  longer before 

planting on.  If you have a mat of circling roots at the 

bottom of your pot you need to transplant as soon as 

possible.  When planting out pull the bottom mat of 

roots gently away and straighten them out with your 

fingers.  This is necessary as if left in a circle they 

will never grow out into the soil and be able to search 

for water and nutrients that the plant  needs for 

healthy growth. 

 

Ground preparation is the next task. I am always 

surprised that after taking so much care and attention 

to get plants to this point they are often just squashed 

into the ground.  Preparing the ground so that your 

plant will continue to grow vigorously is vitally 

important.  The biggest mistake is to just dig a big 

enough hole in which the plant can sit.  NO, dig 

around the ground up to 3 times the size that you 

need at the point of planting to allow the roots  plenty 

of loose soil for the tender roots to stretch.  It is very 

common to find when removing annuals at the end of 

the season that their roots have gone no further than 

the hole in which they were planted. They might as 

well have been left in their pots.  We all want the best 

results from our plants so why not take a bit more 

care when planting them out it will really pay you 

dividends.   

 

When the ground is prepared plant your annuals so 

that their soil level is covered over by the new soil.  

This mistake leaves  the top of the plant exposed and 

makes the plant very vulnerable to drying out when 

we have a hot dry spell.  Gently firm in your plant 

and water around the roots.  If it is hot and dry I often 

pour water into the planting hole so that the plant has 

plenty of water around the roots where it is needed.  

Of course water the plant before planting so that it is 

damp throughout but not soggy.  Once in the ground 

a few slug pellets or some sort of slug prevention is 

needed.  After all that hard work it is hard to find 

them eaten at this stage.  Check your annuals, if 

possible on a daily basis for slug damage and to 

check the watering.  I always give them a helping 

hand at the start as the roots need to grow on and 

attach themselves to soil particles before they can 

cope with dry weather. Once they have got over the 

shock of a change in their growing conditions they 

will grow on well and need very little attention.  
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After all this, stand back and enjoy for the rest of the 

summer.  Simple!!!! 

 

I have taken a lot of time talking about transplanting 

but if you haven’t done this very often I hope it will 

be useful.  The rest of the garden should be really 

coming into its full glory now so make sure you give 

yourself plenty of time to enjoy it.  Maybe that 

evening glass of wine in the garden Neville! 

 

Happy Gardening and here’s to a glorious June. 

        

Lorraine Colebrook 

 

 

Cricket Club 
I reproduce below two reports from the Club’s 

excellent website: 

 

Twenty-Twenty 

The first t20 of the season in the Exeter Evening 

League brought Clyst Hydon to Station Ground. 

 

Jake Choules won the toss and elected to bat. Paul 

Fielder (42) and Harry Choules (20) got us off to a 

great start- 69-0. Maxwell took advantage of the solid 

platform with a quick fire 22. Unfortunately this was 

followed by a middle order collapse until Greed came 

in at 8 after being 45 minutes late, scoring 30 not out 

and taking us to a total of 144-9. 

 

J. Choules and Stuart Tait opened the bowling until 

Choules was replaced by Paul Jordan and Tait by 

Russell Hilton. It was Jordan who got the 

breakthrough with help from a great diving catch at 

mid-on by Harry Choules. Clyst Hydon then had a 

platform to build on at 56-1 after 8 overs but they 

never seemed to go after the tight Tiger's bowling. 

Maxwell and Christian Cabburn bowled very well at 

the death leaving Clyst Hydon 10 runs short and 

Thorverton with the points. 

 

 

Under 11s Girls 

Our U11 girls played their part in what was a great 

day at Chagford Cricket Club. 

 

There were ten teams from across Devon taking part, 

playing for a place in the regional finals. As always 

our team played with great enthusiasm and within the 

spirit of the game. They were a credit to themselves 

and the club. 

 

Along the way we won three and lost three, narrowly 

being beaten by the eventual winners Sidmouth (who 

had an East Devon player in their team). The girls 

finished a very respectable fifth. 

 

Thank you to all the parents that came along to 

support.  Well done girls, it was a great day! 

 

Jock Spry 

 

One of the highlights in June is the annual pub 

cricket competition at 10.00 on Sunday 23
rd

 June. 

 

 

Poetry 
 

A Summer Evening Gathering 

 

The rain fresh herbage breathed its breath 

Upoon the evening air, 

Flowers, leaves and tendrils lent 

Each their own sweet share. 

 

Breezes, merged and intermingled, 

Yarrow, woodsage and fern, 

One fragrance scarcely singled 

For senses to discern. 

 

Elderflower and wild clover, 

Honeysuckle, rose entwined, 

Permeated one another, 

Suffused, confused the mind. 

 

And ‘though perplexed by such a mix 

Of scents from far and near; 

Yet indelibly the senses fix 

The perfume of the year. 

 

The perfume of the summertime, 

Evocative as a tune, 

I would capture in its prime, 

And I would name it “June”. 

 

Doreen Beer 

 

 

Storm and Sun 

 

One moment we were walking on the shore, 

The clouds darkly savage, the winds a-roar, 

Your eyes a-sparkle in a mist of spray, 

Your laughter a challenge to the day. 

 

Then sunshine broke, the clouds came apart: 

Your eyes grew dark with a change of heart, 

The winds fell off, the seas calmed down, 

And I was left with your sullen frown. 

 

Andrew Hoellering  
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Focus on John Greenslade 

A Century of Greenslades at Way Farm  

In the Parish of Thorverton - Part 2 
 

One reason for John and Jan Greenslade’s decision to 

take advantage of current Government thinking to 

plant trees and provide habitat was that he is the last 

of the line. Or so he thought. They have three 

daughters: Sally, who farms with her husband over at 

Kentisbeare, Wendy in Wellington and Julie who 

lives in Ireland. There are five grandchildren. 

However, a relatively recent, and joyous, discovery 

for John was finding another branch of Greenslades 

flourishing in Canada.  

 

It’s a long story: suffice to say that John’s great 

grandfather probably took advantage of a previous 

Government’s offer, following his wife‘s death from 

pneumonia at 42, whereby he acquired 160 acres of 

prime Canadian land for £2. He emigrated with his 

new wife - previously the nanny - and child leaving 

four children in the care of their aunts. He later sent 

for them but they were far too useful by then and 

could not be spared.  

 

John’s father knew that his grandfather had 

emigrated but no more so it wasn’t until John spotted 

the address of the photographer’s studio on an 

unidentified portrait of two young ladies that 

connections were made. The name of the town was 

Portage La Prairie, Manitoba. 

 

A letter to the local paper brought a reply revealing 

that Canadian Greenslades were thriving and one was 

still farming. The two branches have since met 

several times, correspond regularly, and have become 

proper family. In particular, John feels that Barry 

Greenslade, just the elder by two years, is like a 

brother to him. 

 

However, back to the present.  ‘Good farmer, good 

countryman, good citizen’ is one of John’s mottos 

and responsible for a substantial contribution to 

society; County Chairman of Young Farmers, 

instrumental in restarting the Mid Devon Show, a 

Justice of the Peace for twenty years, and his own 

spot on Radio Devon. He credits Young Farmers.  

 

“I first joined the Tiverton Grammar School Young 

Farmers Club in 1952. We had an allotment and two 

hives of bees. Mr ‘Flash’ White was the leader and I 

tended the bees with his help. I then joined Withleigh 

YFC which was run by Herbert Twose who told me 

that the more you put into the Club the more you will 

get in return. He was right too.” 

 

Withleigh attained national recognition by being the 

first club to achieve Mastercraft badges. John was 

kept busy passing Machine Milking, Ploughing, 

Sheep Shearing, Gate Making, Stockman’s Task, 

Butter Making, Stone Walling, Roof Shingling and 

the like. 

 

So came the years of earning proficiency badges, 

socialising, entering competitions both locally and 

nationally then internationally; cups for livestock, 

sheep shearing, public speaking… All went to create 

what John has become - a well respected figure in the 

farming community. With the constant support of 

Jan. (Matchmaking a speciality for the YFC.) 

 

While John was busy learning the business at Way, 

Jan Cole was at Whiteheathfield, near Bradninch, 

where the Coles ran a mixed farm. She was 

perfecting her poultry trussing, junket making and the 

like. 

 

They first noticed each other at a dance in Thorverton 

Memorial Hall (“He had terrible acne at the time,” 

recalls Jan) but it wasn’t until a few years later, at a 

harvest supper dance in Whimple, that they properly 

met and five years later became engaged at Christmas 

1962. Then it snowed. They didn’t see each other 

until February. “The telephone line was pretty hot,” 

John says. And so their long partnership began. 

 

Back to the farm. No account of Way would be 

complete without a mention of the men who worked 

on the land.  

 

Manny Elston worked for John’s grandfather and one 

of his tasks was to pick the Bramley apples and take 

them to the station (which was then named Cadeleigh 

Station owing to another Bickleigh near Plymouth). 

He would take the apples a mile and a half in a cart 

with steel rimmed wheels without bruising them. 

John can still scarcely believe it.  
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Jim Maunder regularly trapped rabbits round the 

farm in all winds and weather. He would record his 

catches on the back of Woodwalls’ door and sleep in 

the hay there to be ready for an early morning round. 

He got paid twice, once for catching the rabbits and 

again by the butchers in Tiverton. He lodged with 

Miss Crocker over the valley at Willis Farm.  Miss 

Crocker kept a few Channel Island cows and sold 

cream. John tells the tale of the day she took a calf to 

Exeter Market and asked Mr Price, the auctioneer, to 

take her home. It was out of his way but she insisted 

that as she was such a good customer it was owed 

her. He relented. On arrival she asked him to wait 

and went to fetch some cream. “That’ll be half a 

crown,” she said. She later built a bungalow and John 

still remembers Jim’s amazement at the bath having 

TWO taps! 

 
One of John’s earliest memories of help round the 

farm is of a German prisoner of war, ’Johnny the 

German’, who lived in the house. His real name was 

Erich Hasse and he believed his family in East 

Germany to be dead so stayed on at the farm after the 

war had ended. He finally returned home when he 

discovered his wife was alive and kept in touch each 

Christmas.  

 

There was also a party of Italians POWs from 

Tiverton who were picking up potatoes behind 

Bickleigh Castle but ‘didn’t like hard work’. They 

were visited by Mr Strong from WARAG who 

threatened to shoot Mussolini if they didn’t get stuck 

in. They promptly downed baskets and walked all the 

way back to the camp in Tiverton never to be seen 

again. 

 

We can only speculate on those from earlier years 

who tended the land but we do know that one would 

have been very cross with himself. He dropped a 

silver coin dated 1550 - 1604 which is now kept 

safely in The Royal Albert Memorial Museum in 

Exeter. 

 

Today there are still people working the land 

although they are a very different breed.  ‘The 

Tanglewood Project is an emerging charity whose 

values are rooted in community, connecting people of 

all ages and abilities to share traditional skills and 

knowledge, providing opportunities in celebrating the 

rich and diverse cultural heritage of Devon. 

 

We intend to build a network of wooden roundhouses 

across the county in a diversity of locations,’ (you 

may have seen them in the local paper, mainly local 

schools so far) ‘and at the heart of this is Byway 

Woods. This is to be Tanglewood's 'home hub'. These 

are inspiring woodlands and meadows with a truly 

impressive diversity of wildlife. This will provide 

opportunity to inspire all generations and abilities to 

connect with nature and, importantly, each other.’ 

The other day Tanglewood were out in the woods 

with a pony – named Obama - and young people 

from Ellen Tinkham School who are wheelchair 

users. 

 

We’ll find out why next month. 

 

By Jane Ristic 
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Thorverton Parish Information 

 
AIR AMBULANCE EMERGENCY - QUOTE NATIONAL GRID REFERENCE 
RECREATION GROUND - Sheet 192 SS 923019 MEMORIAL HALL FIELD - Sheet 192 SS 926019 
 
Carers' Support Group  Anne Higman, Wyndham House Surgery, Silverton. 860034. 
      Meetings - 3rd Wednesday of month, Wyndham House, 2.30-4.30 p.m. 
Church (C of E)    The Revd. Douglas Dettmer, The Rectory, Thorverton. 860332 
 The Revd. Sue Sheppard, Associate Minister, Autumn Haze, Rewe, 01392  841284 
 The Revd Julia Dallen  Assistant Curate   Tel 01392 861145 Email: julia.dallen@netherexe.org  
 Mrs Margaret Lowe, Administration Manager, 07594 714590 margaret.admin@netherexe.org 
Church Wardens  Edwin Greed, Fortescue, Netherexe. 841231. 
Consort    Mary Thomas, 1 The Glebe, Thorverton. 860730. 
P.C.C. Treasurer   Jean Brown, Rydal Cottage, Bullen Street. 861176. 
Friends of Thorverton Parish Church Trust   Royston Kershaw 25 The Glebe 860419 
Church (Baptist)  The Revd. Maurice Harrison, 01884 258599. 
    Secretary Phyllis Langdon, 860932.  
County Councillor   Cllr. Mr. M. Lee. 01363 772671. 
District Councillor   Cllr. Mr. R. M. Deed. 01392 861258. 
Doctors: Thorverton/Silverton  Dr Jon Wride & Lynne Anderson / Drs O'Brien, Ziegler & Keysell 
Electricity (Western Power)  Report a loss of power: 0800 365 900 Bill Enquiries: 0800 365 000 
      Street lights 0870 556 1851 
Friends of Thorverton & Silverton Surgeries  Christine Walker, 881501 
Gas Emergency    0800 111999 
Leonard Trust  Chairman: R Hughes. Secretary: Mrs. E Hughes, 3 Dinham Mews, Exeter EX4 4EF 
Library (Exeter Mobile)   Alternate Thursdays , 16.05 to 16.55 in Quarry Car Park 
Member of Parliament   Mel Stride via 01392 823306 or mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk 
Newspaper Reporter    Jane Ristic, 53 Silver Street, Thorverton. 860054 
Parish Council Chairman  Cllr. Stuart Crang,  
Parish Clerk     Mrs Jane Lane, Stable House, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062. 
Parish Council Meetings  2nd Tuesday of month, at The Memorial Hall, 7.30 pm. 
Parish Allotments   Contact the Parish Clerk - 861062 
Parish Council Notice Board Situated in School Lane, opposite the Thorverton Arms. 
   IMPORTANT!- PLANNING APPLICATION NOTICES ARE DISPLAYED HERE 
Planning notification applications  at http://data.gov.uk/apps/planningalerts alert via email when a 
planning application is published in one’s street, neighbourhood or wider area. 

Pension Service  PO Box 93, Plymouth PL6 5WJ. 0845 60 60 265 

Police    Non-emergency number:  101.  
Post Office Portacabin (TCT Ltd)  Quarry Car Park, Thorverton EX5 5NG Tel: 860455 
     Mon. to Fri : 9 am-1.00 pm., 2 - 5.30 pm. Sat: 9 am.-12 noon Sun: 9 - 10.30 am for newspapers only 
     Business Manager:                   Jan Hamilton  07764461575  
     Chair and Company Secretary: Heather Kershaw, 25 The Glebe, 860419 
Public Telephone Kiosk  Opposite the Church, outside the Bell Inn, Dinneford St. 
Thorverton C of E Primary School (Part of the Exe Valley Federation) 

Executive Headteacher  Mrs Heather Perry  01392 250821 
Head of Teaching and Learning (Thorverton) Mr Olly White  01392 860374 
School Governors: 

  Chair:    Bryony Gilbert  01392 851360 
Vice Chair:   Sarah Crawford  01392 860295 
Clerk:   Jessica Benger  07795 515048 

School P.T.F.A.  Chair: Katie Vanstone 860978, Secretary: Hannah James, 86107  Treasurer: 
Carole Pearn 
South West Water   24 Hour Emergency: 0800 169 1144. Helpline: 0800 169 1133. 
Thorverton Millennium Green Trust 
   Chair: Dame Margaret Turner-Warwick, Pynes House, Silver Street 861173.  
   Secretary: Lin Balkwill 860663 
 

http://mel.stride.mp/
http://parliament.uk/
http://data.gov.uk/apps/planningalerts
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Thorverton Organisations 
Amateur Dramatic Society (TADS)  

Chairperson: Colin Marshall, Vice Chair: Simon Ette, Treasurer: John White, Secretary: Alison 
Marshall. For meetings and events contact Colin Marshall on 01392 861228 

Art Group   Barrie Phillips, Crossmead, School Lane, Thorverton. 860529  
   Meet Fridays during term-time at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 am-12.00. 
Arts Exchange Louise Page, Campion Cottage, Jerico St, 860509. 

  Monthly meetings in members' homes at 8.00 pm. (see Diary) 
Association Football Club Chairman: Andy Harris, 01392 851664,  
  Secretary: David Gregory, 2 The Orchard, Brampford Speke, 841803. 
Bridge Circle Graeme Culshaw, 3 The Glebe, Thorverton 860203.  
 Meets 1st/3rd/5th Thursdays at the W.I. Hut from 7.00 p.m.. 
Brownies     Contact Hannah 07925 981786 or Lisa 860609,  

Meet Fridays during term-time, 5-6.30pm Thorverton School Hall. 
Clarinet Group            Contact Peter Mason 860727.  Meets every Thursday morning. 
Cricket Club Chair: Charles Kislingbury,  
      Secretary: M C Denford, 14 Moorlands, Tiverton EX16 6UF 01884 255076 
   Fixture Sec: J Meredith, 190 Mincinglake Rd, Exeter EX4 7DS 01392 272504 
Focus Magazine Chair: Michael Ayre, Ratcliffe Farm, Thorverton.  
  Editor: Neville Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062. 
  Secretary: Geoff Bulley, Broadlands, Thorverton. 
  Treasurer: Bob Swaffield, Schiehallion, School Lane, Thorverton 01392 860309 
Friends of Silverton & Thorverton Surgeries  Coffee Mornings in the Lamb Inn, Silverton.  Held at 10-
12 noon on the last Thursday of every month except December 
Golf Society Players of Thorverton Care of Exeter Inn, 01392 860206 
Guides                       Contact Lisa 860609, Meet Wednesdays during term-time, 7-9pm Memorial Hall 
History Society  Chair: Barrie Phillips, Crossmead, School Lane, Thorverton. 860529 
   Programme Secretary: Beryl Coe, 5 The Glebe, Thorverton 860876. 
Ladies Group Meet 2nd Thursday of month, (Venue and time - see Focus Notices). 
Memorial Hall Committee Chair: Mike Shelton, Tel: 861027, mshelton44@hotmail.co.uk 

  Treasurer/key holder/bookings: Jeff Grace. tel. 860489. jeff.grace@tiscali.co.uk 
  Secretary: Roger Fieldhouse. tel. 860768. r.fieldhouse@exeter.ac.uk 

Memorial Hall Market   2nd Saturday of the month, at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 - 11.00 am. 
Thorverton Pre-School   Rachel Mildon (Chair) - 861707 / thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com 
 Mon 9.am-11.45am, & 12.45pm-3.15pm & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm, 
 Tues/Weds 9.am-11.45am & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm, 
 Thurs 9.-11.45am; 12.45pm- 3.15pm & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm. during term-time, 
 At Thorverton Primary School site 
Thorverton Ambling, Rambling and Tramping Society (TARTS) 

  Caroline Prince 07749 775304 or Graeme Culshaw 860203 
See notices of walks in Old Post Office Window Bullen Street. 

Toddler Group Contact : Wendy Coles 860031 
Wednesdays at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 a.m.-11.30. 

Rainbows     Contact Jean 860105 or Penny 861136, 
Meet Tuesdays 3.45-4.45 Thorverton School Hall 

Royal British Legion  Chairman/Hon.Sec. P Furneaux, Hillcrest, Thorverton 860227, 
paf@furno.co.uk 

   Hon. Treasurer: Alex Fice 
Women's Institute  Secretary and Bookings: Sue Maguire 01392 860631 

W.I. Meeting. 1st Tuesday of the month at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
  Whist, 4th Tuesday of the month, at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
W.I. Market & Coffee  4th Saturday of the month at the W.I. Hut. 10.00 am. to 11.00 am. 

mailto:mshelton44@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:jeff.grace@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:r.fieldhouse@exeter.ac.uk
mailto:thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com
mailto:paf@furno.co.uk
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Doctors’ Surgeries 

 

The Exe Valley Practice 

Dr JON WRIDE and Dr LYNNE ANDERSON 
 

The Surgery, The Berry    The Surgery, 3 Coach Road 

THORVERTON EX5 5NT    SILVERTON EX5 4JL 

Tel: 01392 860273      01392 860176 

Fax: 01392 860654     01392 861598 

www.exevalleypractice.co.uk 

exevalleypractice@nhs.net 

 

 

Opening times 

 
 GP on duty Thorverton Silverton 

Monday Dr Anderson 08:30 – 18:00 08:45 – 12:30 

Tuesday Dr Anderson 07:30 – 18:00 Closed 

Wednesday Dr Anderson am 
Dr Wride pm 

08:30 – 17:00 14:30 – 18:00 

Thursday Dr Wride 08:30 – 19:30 Closed 

Friday Dr Wride 08:30 – 18:00 08:45 – 12:30 

 

Surgery times 

 
 Thorverton Silverton 

Monday 15:00 – 17:15 09:00 – 11:45 

Tuesday 07:30 – 11:30 
15:00 – 17:00 

Closed 

Wednesday 09:00 – 11:00 15:00 – 17:45 

Thursday 09:00 – 11:15 
16:00 – 19:00 

Closed 

Friday 15:00 – 17:30 09:00 – 11:30 
 

 

There are no surgeries on Saturday or Sunday, but a doctor will be on call for emergencies only on 0845 6710 270 

 

REPEAT PRESCRIPTIONS (Monday to Friday) – You can request your repeat prescriptions by calling our 

dispensary on 01392 861622, or by using our online repeat prescription request www.exevalleypractice.co.uk. 

Please note that 48 hours notice is required for all repeat prescriptions. 

 

We accept credit\debit card payments for prescriptions 

 

We now operate a home delivery service for housebound registered patients. Please contact us on 01392 860273 for 

more information. 

 

 
 
 
 

http://www.exevalleypractice.co.uk/
mailto:exevalleypractice@nhs.net
http://www.exevalleypractice.co.uk/
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Wyndham House Surgery 

Fore Street, Silverton, EX5 5HZ 

Telephone: 01392 860034 

Outside surgery hours please ring 0845 671 0270 

To access the Emergency Out-of-hours Service 

Fax: 01392 861165 

www.wyndhamhousesurgery.co.uk 

 
Day/Dr Dr Anthony O’Brien Dr Emma Ziegler Dr Nick Keysell Dr Sally Simmons 

Monday 09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

09:00 – 11:30 

14:00 – 16:00 

 09.00 - 11.30 

15.00 -17.30 

Tuesday 09:00 – 11:30 

14:00 – 16:00 

 09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

09.00 - 11.30 

16.00 -17.30 

Wednesday  09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

 0900-11.30 

Thursday 09.00 - 11.00 09:00 – 11:00 09:00 – 11.00 

15:00 – 17:30 

 

Friday 09:00 – 11:30 

14:30 – 16:00 

 09:00 – 11:30  

Please note: The doctors are happy to speak to you on the phone instead of an appointment. Please request this from reception when you 
telephone.  

 

Surgery hours: Monday - Thurs. 08:30 - 18:00 

Friday 08:30 - 17:00  

Dispensary hours: Monday - Thurs. 09:00 - 12:00 and 14:30 - 18:00 

Friday 09:00 - 12:00 and 14:30 - 17:00 

Repeat prescriptions can be ordered online via our website. We now accept credit/debit card payments for prescriptions. 

We also operate a home delivery service for housebound registered patients.  

Please contact our reception or dispensary for more information. 

 

STOP PRESS: OVER THE NEXT COUPLE OF MONTHS WE WILL BE INTRODUCING A SYSTEM TO ALLOW PATIENTS 
TO BOOK APPOINTMENTS ON-LINE. KEEP AN EYE ON OUR WEBSITE FOR DETAILS. 

http://www.wyndhamhousesurgery.co.uk/
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Waste Collection Dates for 2013 
 

Generally on Mondays unless stated 

 

a) Recycling and brown bins   b) General refuse 

June 3
rd

 and 17
th
     June10th and 24

th
 

July 1
st
 ,15

th
 and 29th    July 8

th
 and 22

nd
 

Aug  12
th
 and 27

th
 (Tues)    Aug 5th and19th 

 

Mobile Library 
 

Thursdays, fortnightly, from 16.05 - 16.50 in the Quarry Car Park by Thorverton Post Office. 

 

June 6
th
 and 20

th
                                

July 4
th
 and 18

th
    

August 1
st
, 15

th
 and 29

th
           

 

Flag Flying days in June 

2 June Coronation Day 

10 June Birthday of the Duke of Edinburgh 

15 June 
Official celebration of Her Majesty’s 

birthday 

21 June Birthday of the Duke of Cambridge 

 

 

Bus Services 
Turner's Tours / Carmel Coaches (bus 678) Mon-Fri. 10.09 from The Berry and the Baptist Chapel.  

Return 13.35 from Exeter bus station, Stand 5. 

 

Stagecoach (service 55B) Mon-Sat (except Bank Holidays)  

To Tiverton: 07.55, 10.10, 12.10, 14.10, 16.10, 17.29 (this is the 155 service;  on Saturdays it is the 55B and runs at 

17.10), 18.10 from The Berry and Broadlands.  

Return from Tiverton Bus Station: 07.40, 08.35, 10.45, 12.45, 14.45, 15.55 (Mondays to Fridays term-time only), 

16.45, 17.45. 

 

To Exeter: 08.05, 09.00, 11.10, 13.10, 15.10, 16.20 (Mondays to Fridays term-time only), 17.10, 18.10 from The 

Berry and Broadlands.  

Return from Exeter Bus Station: 07.30, 09.45, 11.45, 13.45, 15.45, 17.05 (this is the 155 service; on Saturdays it is 

the 55B and runs at 16.45), 17.45.  

 

Stagecoach 55 service runs pretty much every half-hour in each direction along the Exeter-Tiverton road, stopping 

at the Thorverton turn (the Ruffwell). Please consult Stagecoach 55 Group timetable for details of this service. 

 

Stagecoach free service to Somerfield's, Broadclyst, from Broadlands on Tuesdays 14.00. 

 

Stagecoach offers a variety of concessions for regular commuters, shoppers, children, students and jobseekers as 

well as one-day unlimited-use Explorer tickets. Further details from Stagecoach: 01392 427711 or 01803 664500 or 

www.stagecoachbus.com or www.devon.gov.uk/devonbus. 

 

Devonbus Timetable Information: call Traveline 0871 200 2233 Timetables available at the Post Office 
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Diary 2013 
 

Please notify FOCUS Editor of additions or changes. 

(Email: focusonthorverton@yahoo.co.uk or phone Neville Lane on 861062) 

 

 

JUNE 

Sun 2
nd

  Charity Quiz Night, Thorverton Arms, 7 for 7.30pm start 

Mon 3
rd

  Youth Group, WI Hut, 7.30-9.00pm 

Tues 4
th
  WI Summer Party, WI Hut, 7.30pm 

Sat 8
th
 Thorverton Country Show, Family Fun Day, Memorial Hall, 10:00am – 4:00pm 

Thurs 20
th
 Arts Exchange, Departure, Stable House, 8pm 

Sat 15
th
  TARTS walk, meet opposite Parish Church, 9.30am (see page 17 for dates of other walks) 

Sun 23
rd

 Church Festival Cream Tea, Fair Oak, 3.30pm 

Sat 22
nd

  WI Coffee Morning and Market, WI Hut, 10 to 11.30am 

Sun 23
rd

 Cream Tea, Fair Oak, 3.30pm 

  Pub Cricket competition, Cricket Ground, 10.00am 

Sun 30
th
 PTFA family duck race and cream tea afternoon - Memorial Hall, 2.30pm 

  

JULY 

Mon 1
st
  Youth Group, WI Hut, 7.30-9.00pm 

Tues 2
nd

 WI monthly meeting, WI Hut, 7.30pm 

Thurs 4
th
 Bag 2 School, Thorverton School by 9am 

Thurs 18
th
 Arts Exchange, Movement, Ockero, 8pm 

 

AUGUST 

Tues 6
th
  WI monthly meeting, WI Hut, 7.30pm 

 

SEPTEMBER 

Sat 7
th
  Thorfest – Beer and Music Festival 

Fri 27
th
  History Society, Agricultural Landscapes of the South West by Mark Overton, WI Hut, 7.30pm 

 

OCTOBER 

Fri 25
th
  History Society, Eleanor Coade by Geoffrey Harding, WI Hut, 7.30pm 

 

NOVEMBER 

Fri 22
nd

  History Society, Shackleton’s Amazing Antarctic Adventure by John Dike, WI Hut, 7.30pm 

Sat 30
th
  Holly Ball, Memorial Hall 

 
  

 


