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The Editor welcomes interesting news items, reports etc. for publication. Items for inclusion in Focus should be 
accompanied by the name of the originator, which may be withheld from print if requested.  
 

Important note for contributors 

Items for publication,  adverts,  changes to adverts,  Diary entries,  changes to Thorverton Information lists should 
be sent to the Editor, preferably as plain text in an email, or as an OpenOffice odt file or a Word doc file or a pdf 
file email attachment (to focusonthorverton@yahoo.co.uk) normally by the 20th day of the month prior to 
publication. 
Computer file formats: We prefer plain text files, .ODT files, .DOC files, .RTF files and .WPS files because our 
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Poster Type Advertisements: maximum size is half an A4 page. 

 
Text for advertisements should be prepared as near as possible to how it is intended to appear. 

Pictures must be supplied as required on the advertisement. 
 

COMMERCIAL ADVERTISEMENTS 
 Maximum dimensions COST per ENTRY FULL YEAR (11 entries) 
Half page 18.2 cm x 12.2 cm £4.00   £40.00 
Quarter page 8.5 cm x 12.2 cm £2.00   £20.00 
One-eighth  page 8.5 cm x 5.8 cm   £1.00   £10.00 
 

LOCAL ORGANISATION and CHARITIES ADVERTISEMENTS 
  COST per ENTRY 
Half page          £3.00 
Quarter or one-eighth page   free of charge 
(It may be possible to reduce A4 size adverts to 1/4 or 1/8 page depending on the size of text.) 
 

Front cover: Thorverton village centre from the air (by John Spivey) 

 
The opinions and views expressed by contributors within the magazine are not necessarily those of Focus 
producers and the Focus Committee. 
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Editorial 
 
I think that the sustained period of cold weather must 
have kept you all indoors writing bits and pieces for 
Focus because this month’s edition is absolutely 
packed!  With February being a short month, this put 
all the more pressure on the editorial team, so I 
apologise if there are even more errors than usual in 
this month’s edition: much of what I have been given 
I have simply printed with no attempt made to 
correct anything. 
 
I am sure that we are all looking forward to the 
spring – I will be very pleased to be able to revert to 
just one jumper, having been wearing two every day 
for the past two months now.  For me, an early sign 
of better weather arrived last weekend with 
frogspawn in my pond.  This is promising, albeit the 
arrival was a couple of weeks later than usual.   
 
 

 
 
 
I should mention that this month we have the Focus 
AGM.  This is open to anyone in the village, whether 
you would like to become involved in putting Focus 
together in one way or another, or whether you want 
to express your views on what we should be doing to 
improve Focus.  For example, I would appreciate 
views on the number, size and cost of our adverts:  
we have an increasingly large number of adverts, 
which I view positively as they give the chance for 
local businesses to advertise their business.  Do come 
along to the Baptist Chapel at 7.30pm on Wednesday 
24th March (see notice). 
 
Enjoy reading this month’s Focus and thank you 
again to those who keep supplying material to ensure 
that there is something to read.   
 

Neville Lane, Editor 
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Letters 
From Sylv Gregory 
I am pleased to be able to tell you that all the old 
pictures found in the WI hut are now on display. 
 
If you had a relative in the WI why not come and see 
if you recognise them at one of our Saturday 
Markets. 
 
From Roger Fieldhouse 
I am appalled by the way the media has taken the 
opportunity to use relatively small errors by some 
scientists to whip up anti-climate change prejudices, 
and regrettably Focus is no exception. Recent 
contributions from Alan Hannaford and 
'Commentator' have not only contained serious 
scientific mistakes (as pointed out by Royston 
Kershaw last month) but show a total 
misunderstanding of how academic research papers 
are judged for publication. Such judgments are based 
on 'peer review' - i.e. one or two academics assess 
papers submitted by other academics. By and large it 
is a fair and robust system but like any system 
operated by humans it is open to both honest and 
dishonest human misjudgements. However these are 
of very little weight in the overall pursuit of 
knowledge in academia. 
 
In the recent climate-change cases some human 
errors and misjudgements have occurred but they are 
insignificant compared with the massive scientific 
evidence from thousands of scientists all over the 
world which shows that although some climate 
warming may be attributable to natural causes much 
is undoubtedly the result of human activity.  Like the 
nature/nurture debates, it is irrelevant that we can't 
do anything about the natural forces because what we 
CAN do is improve the situation by minimising the 
detrimental effects of harmful human activity - in 
this case the catastrophic increase of CO2 in the 
atmosphere. 
 
From Sylv Gregory 
The police e-mail me of any problems relating to our 
area. Please be aware of the following: 
 
1.  A member of the public has received a call from a 
company who state that they can recover refunds for 
people that may have overpaid on insurances. They 
request bankcard details. Please do not give your 
details out to anyone across the phone especially if 
they contact you. These calls are a scam. 
 
2.  An increasing number of telephone calls are being 
made in our area by companies purporting to have 

links to the police or council and trying to sell 
security equipment. Please be aware that these 
people are not endorsed by the emergency services. 
Your best defence is to hang up on them, getting into 
conversation can be risky as you may get talked into 
buying something you don't want. Most of the callers 
are professional sellers and will not even be upset if 
you do end the call abruptly. Please phone the Police 
with any information on 08452 777 444. 
 
From Enid and Jack Andrews 
We would like to say a big THANK YOU to the 
Memorial Hall Committee for the super Sunday 
lunch on January 24th. Thanks also to everyone else 
who was involved. (You can put our names down on 
the list if you do it again!!) 
 
From Dorothy Folland 
I wish to express my thanks to the people who 
provided the over-70s with such a first class meal on 
January 24th - it was a five-star lunch - followed by 
entertainment by the Amateur Dramatic Society - a 
short play and community singing. We were all given 
a free draw and everyone left with a planted 
primrose. Mine is still flowering. Much appreciated 
and many, many thanks. 
 
From Don Hodgetts of Wee Cott 
I would like to say a very big thank you to the 
Memorial Hall Committee and TADS for an 
excellent Sunday lunch and entertainment afterwards 
on 24th January. 
 
To all concerned with the planning, preparation, 
cooking, serving and washing up afterwards deserve 
our hearty congratulations. 
 
The meal was delicious, plentiful and piping hot, 
even the plates were "HOT" (restaurants and cafes 
take note).  Drinks complimented the meal and the 
jolly entertainment rounded off a very successful 
time. 
 
You did a brilliant job and I'm sure it was very much 
appreciated by everyone. Well done!! 
 
From Sybil Tulloch 
I would like to thank everyone in the village for their 
kind wishes, cards and lovely presents that I received 
for my 80th birthday. I was overwhelmed by them all 
and it made me feel very special. To all those who 
came to my party I hope you had as much fun as I 
did. It was lovely to see so many of you there all 
dancing and enjoying yourselves. It was a birthday I 
will remember for always. 
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From Clive Hamblin.  
Chair of the Governing Body - Thorverton Church of 
England Primary School 
  
I write in response to Commentator's comments ( see 
Focus Vol 41 No 2 February 2010) re school 
closures. 
  
The decision to close is taken jointly by the 
Headteacher and the Chair of the GB. To suggest, as 
Commentator does, (albeit somewhat tongue in 
cheek), that staff should be appointed solely on the 
basis of their ability to walk to school on the two 
days of the year when it snows would not, I feel, find 
favour with many parents. Staff are appointed on 
their ability to provide the education which our 
children need and deserve and I feel sure that 
Commentator would not have it any other way. 
 
 

From Julie Livingstone and family, 
 
I would like to thank everyone for the cards and 
messages of support shown to us during Dad’s 
(Douglas Wardle’s) stay in hospital and after he 
passed away. 
 
I would like to thank Reverend Dettmer for a lovely 
service, and of course Dad’s love of the Choir! 
Thanks to Mary and Heather. 
 
Thanks to all at The Bell. He would have loved to 
have been there!!!! 
 
The donations are going to Tywford Ward, Tiverton 
Hospital and Thorverton Surgery.  Thanking them for 
all the care and support they gave to Dad and us 
 
 

 

From Steve and Mandy Gubb 

 
Steve and Mandy have been overwhelmed and 
touched by the support of friends and would like to 
thank everyone for their best wishes and kind words 
over the last few months.  No doubt you will already 
know Steve`s operation went extremely well, 
safely removing 60% of the tumour and he was able 
to walk out of the hospital unaided to return 
home five days later where he is at present 
recuperating quietly with his family. 
 

Would you like to get involved in producing or 
distributing your village magazine?  
Do you think that there are improvements that 
could be made to Focus?  
 
If so, please come along to: 
 

the FOCUS AGM 
 

to be held on 
 

Wednesday 24th March 

 

at 7.30pm 
 

in the Baptist Chapel 

 
Open to all Thorverton residents. 
 
Please note that this is a change from the 
originally scheduled date (of 3rd March). We 
apologise for having had to rearrange the 
meeting. 
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Thorverton Parish Council 

Report of the February meeting of the 
Parish Council 

 
 
Affordable Housing 

The Chairman of the Council reported that since the last meeting the sub-committee had met 
representatives of Summerfield Developments who had experience of building affordable homes, either 
for rent or for sale at a discount on market value, outside the Mid Devon area.  The Council decided to 
introduce Summerfield to the agents of both the Church Commissioners and the Diocese, the landowners 
of potential sites in Thorverton. 
 
Planning Matters 

A. To note Planning Decisions received to date of meeting:- 
No decisions had been received. 

B. To consider Planning Applications received to date of meeting:- 
Ref. 10/00049/FULL and 10/00050/LBC.Erection of an extension at Durneford Court. The Bury. 
 

Other Parish Business 

• Residents may wish to note that Devon County Council is currently undertaking a review of the 
Mobile Library Service, usage of which has apparently reduced considerably in the past few years.  
Details have been posted on the parish notice board.  Anyone who uses the service, or wishes to 
make a point about it is encouraged to make his/her views known to DCC by19th March. 

• Cllr Stuart Crang has kindly agreed to try and fill in at least some of the pot-holes that have once 
again appeared on the surface of the Quarry Car Park.  Users of the car park should note that a date 
for this work has not been arranged but is likely to take place within the next few weeks. 

• D/Cllr Bob Deed had informed the Council that he was not at present pursuing the establishment 
of a local Community Speed Watch Team as only one volunteer had come forward. 

• The Annual Parish Meeting of the Council has been provisionally arranged for Tuesday, 20th April 
2010 at the Memorial Hall.  The date and timing of this meeting, to which all parishioners are of 
course invited to attend, will be confirmed next month. 

 
The next Parish Council meeting will take place in the Memorial Hall on Tuesday, 9th March 2010 at 
7.30pm. 
 
An agenda is displayed on the Parish Notice Board prior to meetings and Minutes are displayed in the 
same place once they have been approved by Councillors. 
 
 

Jane Lane, Parish Clerk 

 
Jane Lane, Parish Clerk Telephone: 01392 861062, email: Thorvertonclerk@aol.com 

 
www.Thorvertonparishcouncil.org 
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Thorverton Memorial Hall News 

 
Reg. Charity No. 203776 

 
Saturday Market 

100 Club Draw Winner for February 
£50 – No 1 John White 

 

Market Draw Winners for February were:  
Chicken Dinner Roy Barton 
Fruit Basket  Sue Maguire 
Cheese Board  Sue Harlow 
 
May Day Ball – 1

st
 May 

This is being organised by the Show Committee and 
will be a similar format to the balls run by the Hall 
Trustees. Gents are asked to come in DJs or dark 
lounge suits, ladies in evening dresses, or formal 
separates. There will be a welcome drink of bubbly, 
served from 8.00 - 8.30 followed by canapés from 
8.30 – 9.15. The Thorvertones will then entertain us 
until the end of the evening. Tickets at £10 per 
person will be on sale at the April Market (10th April) 
then from Jean White at Waters Ford (860827). 

 
Over 70s Dinner 

From the letters we have received since this event, it 
appears to have been very popular with those who 
attended. There was even one request for us to do it 
every week!!!!!!! 
 
There was a welcome drink on arrival (sherry or 
wine) then a choice from Soup or Prawn Cocktail for 
the starter. The main course was Turkey, Pork or 
Vegetarian Roast with Apple Pie, Chocolate Gateaux 
or Fresh Fruit Salad for a sweet. Once the food was 
over, TADS put on some entertainment and those of 
us in the kitchen joined in with the singing as well as 
our visitors. 
 
We are very grateful to the Leonard Trust who kindly 
subsidised the Dinner. 
 
Booking/keyholder 

From the beginning of March Mike Shelton will be 
taking charge of bookings and will be the key holder 
for hirings. 
 

 

  THORVERTON    
MEMORIAL HALL 

 

 SATURDAY MARKET 
 

                
 

Saturday 13th March 
               

 9.30 - 11.00am        
 

Breakfast Bar, Fruit & Veg, Plants 

Books, Cards, Aloe Products 

Jams/preserves, Jewellery 

 

Bric-a-brac, Draw 

100 Club Draw  
 

Reg. Charity No. 203778 

 

 

THORVERTON COUNTRY SHOW 
 

    
May Day BallMay Day BallMay Day BallMay Day Ball    

Saturday 1Saturday 1Saturday 1Saturday 1
stststst
 May May May May    

 

Dancing to the Thorvertones 
 

Black Tie 
 

Tickets £10, to include a glass of bubbly 
(8-8.30) & Canapés (8.30-9.15) 

 

Contact Jean 860827 
 

Reg Charity No 203778 
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Notice Board  

Thorverton Arts Exchange 
 
At Arts Exchange meetings we share our enthusiasms for 
writing, music, painting, film, craft etc. with one another. 
 
Usually there is a theme to our choices, but occasionally an 
individual member will take responsibility for a whole 
evening. 
 
The meetings take place in members' homes at 8.00 p.m. 
on Thursdays. The next meetings are: 
 
March 11th Winds, Ockero 
April 15th Weddings, 25 The Glebe 
May 27th  Pastoral/Bucolic, Newcourt Farmhouse 
June 17th Uplifting, Campion Cottage 
July 22nd  Water, Garden Cottage 
 
New members are always welcome. For further 
information contact Louise Page or Rob Purvis, Campion 
Cottage 860509. 
 
 

Exe Valley Film Society 
 
Film Listing for 2010 
All films are shown on Thursdays and start at 
8.00pm (doors open at 7.30pm) at Brampford Speke 
Village Hall.  Members pay £1 per film and guests 
£5.  Membership is £25 for the year.  Popcorn is 
provided;  you are welcome to bring your own 
drinks. 
 
25th March Like Water for Chocolate (1992) 
29th April  Rear Window (1954) 
27th May  An Education (2009) 
24th June  State of Play (2009) 
29th July   Sing-Along-A-Sound of Music (outdoor) 
30th September  Julie and Julia (2009) 
28th October  Creation (2009) 
25th November  Withnail and I (1987) 
23rd December  Cabaret (1972) 
 
 

Cleaves Close Reunion 

Sunday May 30
th

 
Anyone who has lived or lives in our very special 
close is invited to join us in a reunion. Afternoon Tea 
with films & photos @ The WI Hut Games in the 
Rec Evening BBQ on the ring with Music & 
Fireworks  Please bring your own drinks for BBQ 
Please tell all your family. 
 
Contact: Sallie Hayes 01392 860681 Lou Helley 
01392860131 or Graham & Sue Sims 01392 860381 

 

Thorverton Church Consort practices 
 in church, 7.45 to 9 pm 

 
Thursdays:- 
March 4th, 18th, 25th 
April 22nd, 29th 
May 13th 
June 3rd, 24th 
July 1st, 15th, 18th (at 5 p.m.)  
Party July 8th 6.30 p.m. 
  

Junior Consort practices in school,  
3.30 to 4.30 p.m. 
 

Mondays:- 
March 1st, 8th, 29th 
April 26th 
May 10th, 24th 
June 7th, 28th 
July Party, Thurs 8th, 6.30 p.m 
 

Newton St Cyres Tennis Club 
Newton St Cyres Tennis Club welcomes tennis 
players of all ages and abilities. We have 2 hard 
courts, recently resurfaced and with new 
floodlighting, situated on the Recreation Ground.  
 
The new season begins on April 1st. Regular daytime 
sessions are Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday at 
10am and Friday at 2pm. Friendly club tennis 
sessions are also held on Sunday afternoons and 
Wednesday evenings (Thursdays in the Winter). For 
the more competitive, singles and doubles 
tournaments are organised within the club and 
several teams are entered into the local Leagues. We 
have a strong tradition of Junior coaching, and 
coaching for adults can also be arranged (club coach 
Justin Kraushar, tel: 07802 751793).  
 
For potential new members able to play daytime 
tennis during the week, two open sessions are being 
held on Monday 19

th
 April at 10 am and Friday 

23
rd

 April at 2pm. Also, a free adult coaching 
session for beginners and ‘rusty’ players will be held 
on Thursday 15

th
 April at 10am. Please feel free to 

come along!  
 
For details of membership and activities in the coming 
year, please contact Tom Misselbrook (01363 777514; 
tom.misselbrook@bbsrc.ac.uk) or Laura Leigh (tel; 01647 
24259; winstode.house@yahoo.co.uk), or come along to 
one of our club sessions. We look forward to seeing you 
soon! 

www.newtonstcyrestennisclub.co.uk 
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Grand Western Canal 

Easter Egg Hunt 

Friday 2nd April (Good Friday) 
Canal Basin, Canal Hill, Tiverton. 
 
Budding young treasure seekers can play detective at 
an Easter Egg Hunt at the Grand Western Canal on 
Friday 2nd April. This fun event on Good Friday 
involves a treasure map which will lead people on a 
trail around the canal basin in Tiverton. The quest is 
running during the middle of the day and pre-
booking is essential. 
 
Cost: £2.50 per child to enter. For exact times and to 
book a place, please phone the Ranger Service on 
01884 254072 or email gwcanal@devon.gov.uk 

 
Sylv & Anne’s 

CHATTER CAFÉ 
 

Commences Monday 22nd March 
 

2-30pm-4-30pm 
 

Open every Monday (excluding Bank Holidays) 
 

All Welcome 
Charity no. 229868 

 

SWEMF Workshop Day 
 

Saturday, April 24
th

 2010 – 10 a.m. to 4.45 p.m.  
 

At Thorverton Parish Church. 
 

“O CHE FELICE GIORNO” 

 

A workshop directed by Margaret Westlake 

 
On the weekend of the feast of St. Mark we celebrate 
with a day of 16th century music which may have 
been played or sung in the great basilica of St. Mark 
in Venice. 
 
Margaret Westlake studied recorder and viol at 
Trinity College of Music. She has performed in 
major venues including the Royal Festival Hall, the 
Queen Elizabeth Hall and the Wigmore Hall as well 
as in Europe, Israel and the U.S.A. She also sings 
professionally and has a particular interest in 
renaissance polyphony. She is a well known tutor on 
summer schools, weekend and day workshops. 
 
We look forward to welcoming Margaret back 
following our successful day with her last Spring. As 
the music is multi-choral, the day is suitable for a 
wide variety of instruments: sackbuts, curtals, 
recorders and viols as well as singers. Pitch : A = 440  
 
Cost: SWEMF and other FORA members - £14, non 
members - £16.  Lunch: At one of the village pubs or 
bring a packed lunch. Tea, coffee, squash will be 
provided. Please send the attached slip with payment 
(cheques made payable to SWEMF) to:   
 
Mary Thomas, 1, The Glebe, Thorverton, Exeter, 
EX5 5LS . More details from her : 01392 860730 and 
mary@onetheglebe.eclipse.co.uk 
 
Cancellations : money will be refunded up to one 
week before the day. 

 
I would like to attend the workshop on Saturday, 
April 24th 2010 
 
NAME: 
 
ADDRESS: 
 
 
TEL . NO.: 
 
EMAIL: 
 
Voice (tick applicable):  
Sop. □    Alto □    Tenor □   Bass □ 
 
Instrument : 
 
I enclose a cheque for £                made payable to 
SWEMF 

   SWEMF Registered Charity no. 291319 
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Events at Poltimore House 
Poltimore House is back in the news again following 
a £500,000 grant from English Heritage to begin 
work on the roof. The Friends of Poltimore House, 
who formed after the house appeared in the BBC 
Restoration programme, have arranged another series 
of Open Afternoons where people can view the 
house and grounds, find out about plans for the 
future, see displays and enjoy refreshments in the old 
chapel.  
 
Open Afternoons will be held from 2-4.30 on March 
21st, April 18th, June 20th, July 18th and October 17th 

entrance will be by donation. A major fund-raising 
event will be held on May 9th when the grounds will 
host the Annual Plant Sale from 11-4 and entrance 
will be £3 for adults with children under 16 free.  
 
For further information and news of additional 
events phone 07528 164677, email 
events@poltimore.org.uk or visit our website 
www.poltimore.org 

Ladies Group 
The next meeting of the Ladies Group, will be held 
on Thursday March 11th at ‘Southbrook’ on the kind 
invitation of Claire Heaven Inch, at the usual time of  
7-45pm. Our Speaker for the evening will be Sylv 
Gregory, who will be showing us how to prepare 
flowers from Marzipan. 
 

 
Exe Valley Film Society 

Proudly presents our next screening: 
Like Water for Chocolate (15) 

(Spanish with English subtitles) 
Director: Alfonso Arau 
Starring: Marco Leonardi, Lumi Cavazos, Regina 
Torre 
 
This film, made in 1992, and set during the Mexican 
revolution, tells the story of Tita, a young girl 
forbidden from marrying her lover, Pedro. She 
channels her emotion into her cooking and all those 
who eat her food experience what she is feeling. A 
sumptuous love story which won many awards. 
 
Thurs 25

th
 March - Doors open 7.30 for 8pm start 

at Brampford Speke Village Hall.  
Bring a bottle and a glass and enjoy the popcorn. 
Members £1, guests £5. All welcome.  
 

Share Our Vegetable Garden? 
We have a newly created, very productive vegetable 
garden, in which seasonal vegetables are grown and 
would like to find someone to share the running of it 
with us, as it produces too much for two people!  
 
For information please ring Elizabeth Curzon-Howe 
on 860597 
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Church Week Refreshments 
 

Tuesday 11
th

 ~ Saturday 15
th

 May 

 
It’s that time of year again when people start 
crossing the road when they see me coming, in the 
vain attempt of avoiding me! They see me clutching 
my little “church week book” and it strikes fear into 
even the bravest of hearts! Even husbands have been 
known to whisper behind their hands “watch out 
darling Anji’s coming and she has her little blue 
book” I can hear it now “quick, get out the way or 
she’ll have us giving her a donation or baking a 
cake!! Or worst still, a Lasagne!” However, it’s such 
a worthy cause, and without your kindness and 
generosity we would not be able to raise church 
funds as we do. Your support is wonderful! All the 
money we raise goes to our church. 
  
I appreciate that financially these are worrying times 
but, even a little donation can go a long way when 
it’s put together with other little donations! 
 

We have a shopping list which as usual I will throw 
open to anyone who wishes to buy something. We 
have already purchased some items. Please call Mary 
Thomas, as she has the receipts that we need to 
cover. 
 
To offer your support, or pledge a donation, 

please contact me: 

 
Anji Hartnell-Todd on 860087 

Or Mary Thomas on 860730 

 

Perhaps you feel you can sponsor one of the 
following items: 
 
White, wholemeal or granary bread. 
Wholemeal & white rolls. 
Tuna, Corned Beef, Ham or Cheese Spread for 
sandwiches 
Cling film & kitchen foil. 
 Flour & margarine for the scones. 
Mayonnaise, Salad Cream, Pickled Onions, English 
mustard  
Chutney & Branston Pickle 
Carrots, Onions,  
Oxo Cubes & Gravy Granules 
White cabbage, carrots & onions for our coleslaw. 

 
The list is quite long! 
 

We truly appreciate the support we have from 
Stephen & Alison Toogood at the “Not the village 
shop”, and  Russell Powell & Keren  “Exe Valley 
Farm Shop” - they will each hold a wish list for us.  
Their contribution each year is wonderful and 
gratefully appreciated by all the team. Russell’s 
daughter Bex worked wonders with their suppliers 
last year, whatastar! 
   
If you would prefer you could bake us a cake or two! 
or maybe some homemade soup, a main course dish 
or dessert.  
 
We will gratefully receive your kind donations.   

 
You can give a cash/cheque donation, however big or 
small to:  
Anji Hartnell-Todd, Mary Thomas, Peter Colebrook 

or Jean Brown 
Please make it clear that it’s for the refreshments 
fund. 

 

We would also like to hear from anyone who can 
come and do some voluntary hours in the kitchen for 
us? or anyone who would like to join the preparation 
team. You don’t need any qualifications … just a 
nice smile and a sense of humour. There are no sex 
discrimination rules and rubber gloves will be 
provided!  
 
If you feel you can help in any way, shape or form 
please contact Anji. 
 
 I will be extremely grateful and very pleased to hear 
from anyone who feels they can contribute to this 
appeal. 

With my kindest regards  
 

Anji Hartnell~Todd XXX 

 

Church week events 
 
This year all Church Week events will be held the 
week after the Arts Festival. We are having a Pledge 
Auction to raise funds for our Church on Fri 21st 
May so please start thinking what you can pledge, it 
can be anything!! from a basket of fruit, to so many 
hours gardening, or a ticket to the Northcott, to a 
bottle of bubbly !!   
 
There's plenty of time but when you are ready to 
pledge ring Michael or Tina Ayre  860434 or Ed or 
Gilly Greed on 84123. 
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Parish Church Services and News 
 
7 March 2010 Lent 3 
 

10:00 am Holy Communion  
& Baptism 

[C] Thorverton HD 

11:15 am Holy Communion [T] Cowley JB 
11:15 am Service of the Word  Rewe DP & AB 
11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Upton Pyne DD 
05:00 pm Service with a Smile J  Stoke Canon Lay-Led 

06:30 pm Evening Prayer [BCP] Cadbury HD 
06:30 pm Evening Prayer [BCP] Newton St Cyres DD 

 
14 March 2010  Lent 4 Mothering Sunday  
 

08:00 am Holy Communion [BCP] Thorverton  HD 
09:00 am Holy Communion [C] Brampford Speke  DD 

10:00 am Service with a Smile J  Brampford Speke Lay-Led  

10:00 am Family Service [C] Newton St Cyres  HD 
10:00 am Service of the Word  Poltimore Lay-Led  
10:00 am Family Service [C] Stoke Canon  DD 
10:00 am Family Service  Thorverton Lay-Led  
11:15 am Holy Communion [C] Rewe CH 
06:30 pm Evening Prayer [BCP] Huxham DD 

 
21 March 2010  Lent 5 
 

09:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Upton Pyne HD  
10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Cadbury HW 
10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Cowley JB 
10:00 am Morning Prayer  Thorverton  

Joint with Baptist Church 
JD 

10:30 am Holy Communion  [C] Poltimore HD 
06:30 pm Joint Service at the 

Baptist Chapel 
 Brampford Speke [Baptist Chapel] 

Joint with Parish Church 
Baptist Minister & HD 

 
28 March 2010 Palm Sunday 
 

09:00 am Holy Communion [C] Huxham DD 
10:00 am Service of the Word   Cadbury VH & MOJ 
10:00 am Holy Communion [C] Newton St Cyres SS 
10:00 am Service of the Word  Stoke Canon GK 
10:00 am Service of the Word  Upton Pyne Lay-Led 
11:15 am Holy Communion [C] Rewe HD 
06:30 pm Evening Prayer [BCP] Poltimore DD 

 
1 April 2010 Maundy Thursday  Joint Mission Community Service 
 

07:30 pm  Holy Communion [C] Upton Pyne DD & HD 

 
2 April 2010  Good Friday  
 

09:00 am Service of the Word  Upton Pyne DD 
10:00 am Service of the Word    Cadbury DD 
10:00 am Service with a Smile J  Stoke Canon  HD 

11:15 am Service of the Word  Rewe GSd 
12:00 noon Service of the Word  Newton St Cyres  HD 
02:00 pm Service of the Word  Poltimore HD 
02:00 pm Service of the Word  Thorverton  DD 
03:30 pm Good Friday Service  Brampford Speke Baptist Chapel Baptist Minister 
07:00 pm Service of the Word  Stoke Canon  DD 
08:00 pm Evening Vigil  Rewe HD 
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4 April 2010  Easter day  
 
06:30 am Holy Communion [C] Netherexe HD 
09:00 am Holy Communion [C] Brampford Speke  DD 
09:00 am Holy Communion [C] Cadbury HD 
10:00 am Family Service  Brampford Speke  Lay-Led  
10:00 am Holy Communion [C] Cowley JB 
10:00 am Holy Communion [C] Poltimore CH 
10:00 am Family Service [C] Newton St Cyres  DD 
10:00 am Holy Communion [C] Stoke Canon  SS & HW 
10:30 am Family Service [C] Thorverton  HD 
11:15 am Holy Communion [C] Rewe HW 
11:15 am Holy Communion [C] Upton Pyne DD 
03:00 pm Evening Prayer [BCP] Netherexe DD 
06:30 pm Evening Prayer [BCP] Huxham HD 

 
Services in the Netherexe Parishes 
Your parish churches aim to provide a variety of service types to meet the needs of the whole 
community.   
Most Sunday services except those early in the morning include hymns and music 

Everyone is welcome at all services! 

‘Service with a Smile’  
Brampford Speke & Stoke Canon 
& 
Family Service Thorverton 
 

These Family Services are designed for all ages and with 
the needs of young children especially in mind.  They are 
informal and contemporary in style, often including a 
children’s activity at the beginning; without communion.  
Services usually last about 35 minutes and are followed by 
refreshments 
 

 
Young People’s Group 

 
[YPG] 

Young people’s group meeting during the 10 am service at 
Thorverton on the first Sunday of the month in school term 
time 

Holy Communion [C] Traditional service in contemporary language [one hour] 

Holy Communion [T] Traditional service in traditional language [one hour] 

Holy Communion [BCP] Traditional service in traditional language [one hour] 

Service of the Word  [SW] Morning or Evening Service [without communion] in 
contemporary language, often Lay-Led 

Morning Prayer  [BCP] Traditional Morning Service [Mattins] from the Book of 
Common Prayer [about an hour] 

Evening Prayer or Choral 
Evensong 

[BCP] Traditional Evening Service from the Book of Common 
Prayer [about an hour] 

 
DAILY SERVICES – Usual pattern 

 
Monday 09:00 am Morning Prayer at Stoke Canon Chapel 
Tuesday 09:00 am Morning Prayer at Stoke Canon Church 
 06:00 pm Evening Prayer at Rewe  
Wednesday 09:00 am Morning Prayer at Thorverton  
Thursday 09:00 am Morning Prayer at Thorverton  
 05:00 pm Evening Prayer at Newton St Cyres  
Friday  09:00 am Morning Prayer at Thorverton  
Saturday 09:00 am Morning Prayer at Thorverton  
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Variations:                    2 Mar No morning prayer at Stoke Canon    
   17-20 Mar No morning prayer at Thorverton  
        25 Mar Holy Communion at Newton St Cyres [5:00 pm] 
   26-27 Mar  No morning prayer at Thorverton  
        30 Mar No morning prayer at Stoke Canon  

 
Who’s Who …..? Abbreviations Key 
DD The Rev Douglas Dettmer Priest-in-Charge 01392 860332 
SS The Rev Sue Sheppard Associate Minister 01392 841284 
HD The Rev Hilary Dawson Assistant Curate 01392 841928 
    
JB The Rev John Benton SM The Rev Sue Martin 
BB Mrs Bridget Boxall GMS Mr Geoffrey Saltmarsh 
DB Mr David Boxall VC Mrs Veronica Clarke 
AB Mrs Annabel Branney VM Mrs Valerie Mills 
CC Mrs Chris Cook MOJ Mrs Maureen Owen-Jones 
JC Mrs Jane Cook JS Mr John Sandford 
JD Mrs Julia Dallen GS Mr Guy Sheppard 
CH The Rev Chris Hughes AS The Rev Alan Simmonds 
GK Mrs Gwynneth Keehner PW The Rev Peter Webb 
JM Preb John Mapson HW The Rev Harold Whitty 
DP Mr David Perrott JH Mrs Jenny Hansen 
GP Mrs Gerda Perrott KC Kingsley Cross 

 
Family Services of the Word marked ☺ are led by Lay Teams 

 
For more information about the Netherexe Parishes please see www.netherexe.org or contact  
 
Mrs Margaret Lowe  [Administrator] 
Tel: 07594 714590  - Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday 09:00 – 14:30 
Email: margaret.admin@netherexe.org 
 

 
Would you like a lift to church? 

May we offer you a lift to the parish church or to a joint service elsewhere?  
 
For transport to Sunday services from locations in Thorverton parish, please ring Steve 
Rendell on [01392] 860780.   
 
To arrange a lift to the weekday Holy Communion at Thorverton please ring Margaret Turner-
Warwick on [01392] 861173 
 
For transport from locations in Newton St Cyres parish please contact Mrs Charlotte Dyer on [01392] 
851618 
 
For transport from Cowley parish please contact Major Clive Rendle on [01392] 257389 
 
For transport from Upton Pyne parish please contact David Marshall on [01392] 851751 

 
From the Parish Registers       to mid-February  
  
Baptisms None 
  
Marriages None 
  
Funerals Mrs Mary Tolley of the Parish of Rewe [Exeter Crematorium 19 January ] 
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 Mr John Newton of the parish of Thorverton [Exeter Crematorium  22 January] 
 Mrs Margaret Toogood [Thorverton 15 January] 
 Mr John Morrish [Newton St Cyres 15 January] 
 Mrs Lesley McNamara [Newton St Cyres 28 January] 
 Mr Douglas Wardle [Thorverton 10 February] 

 

From Revd. Hilary Dawson 
 

I have recently returned from a trip to the Holy Land. 
Our group consisted mainly of Church of England 
ministers ordained within the last four years. Our 
visit was organised in association with the charity 
BibleLands, which is a partner in a variety of 
projects focusing on health, education, peace and 
reconciliation. For ten days we followed a packed 
programme with a mix of pilgrimage, study, visits 
and worship.  
 
It struck me that travel and visiting different places is 
all about paying attention to our surroundings. There 
are endless opportunities to use the senses to see, 
hear, taste, smell and feel new experiences. I will 
never forget the call to prayer ringing out from the 
mosques, the view across Jerusalem, the smell of 
spices in the souqs, the experience of sailing on Lake 
Galilee and the taste of strong Arabic coffee.  
 
Travel is also about paying attention to other people. 
Our ten days away enabled our group to get to know 
one another better, to form deeper relationships and 
build strong foundations for our life as colleagues. 
We were also privileged to meet many people, to 
visit family homes, schools, hospitals and 
rehabilitation centres. We heard stories of courage, 
hope, faith, pain, waiting, anger, love and 

reconciliation. We received hospitality and great 
kindness. Our experience of travel means that we are 
changed and can never be the same again. 
 
Whilst I was away I read a book called, ‘An Altar in 

the World’ by Barbara Brown Taylor. It is also about 
the practice of paying attention but is not about 
travelling around the world in order to do so. Rather, 
the author asks us simply to pay attention to our own 
environment and routine, using our senses to see the 
familiar in a new light. As we pay close attention, 
even very ordinary things can become precious and 
holy: spring flowers, the ground beneath our feet, 
preparing food – even doing the washing up or 
hanging washing on the line! She talks too of the 
practice of paying attention to people -looking one 
another in the eye, listening carefully to words that 
are spoken, noticing the small acts of kindness and 
encouragement that go on all around us.  
 
We are now in the Christian season of Lent with its 
emphasis on preparation and reflection. Perhaps 
whoever we are, wherever we are and whatever we 
believe, we can simply use it as a time to pay 
attention. As we see our surroundings, our familiar 
routines and those whose lives touch ours in new 
ways, we might find we discover something very 
precious and are changed in ways beyond our 
expectation. 

 
 

 

Baptist Church 
‘Enoch--- Had this testimony, that he pleased God’ 

Hebrews Ch.11 V5. 
 

In the film ‘Cool Runnings’ the Jamaican bobsleigh 
team is so desperate to win an Olympic medal, they 
are convinced none of their efforts matter if they end 
without it. 
 
All the learning, joy and growth they had devoted 
themselves to, are forgotten next to a piece of metal 
on a ribbon.  Their coach was a man who had won an 
Olympic medal bobsleighing 20 years earlier and had 
been a complete loser ever since. He told them ‘If 
you are not enough before the gold medal, you are 
not enough with it.’ 
 
Jesus talked a lot about rewards. But the pursuit of 
rewards can hurt us when we go after them for the 

wrong reason.  A Trophy is not the achievement 
itself-it is not the learning we have gained, the 
muscles we have trained, or the courage we have 
developed. It is just a symbol of achievement. At 
best, the trophies in the showcase are little 
reminders, something to make us grateful for the past 
and keep us motivated for the future. 
 
Trophies bring momentary pleasure that can be 
addictive, but the pleasure always wears off.  In the 
book of Revelation we see 24 leaders---lay their 
crowns before the throne and say: “You are worthy, 
our Lord and God-----“.  When you give all the Glory 
to God, your accomplishments bring you joy, but 
when you try to take the credit for yourself your 
trophies tarnish, fade and become a burden. 
 
Look at Enoch: his ultimate trophy was ‘that he 
pleased God’.  And for Paul, the ultimate trophy was 
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not his personal achievement as an author or Church 
builder. It was the joy of winning, discipling and 
investing in the lives of others. 
 
Baptist Missionary Society (BMS) 
BMS World Mission is pledging its support towards 
an exciting sporting event in South Africa in 2010-
but not the tournament that might first spring to 
mind. Three months before the millionaire 
footballers arrive there, children from eight countries 
will compete in the first-ever Deloitte Street Child 
World Cup. 
 
Held in Durban between 14th-23rd March, the event 
is an opportunity not only for these young people to 
enjoy a great time, but it’s also a chance to celebrate 
their potential and provide a platform to campaign 
for their rights to be recognised and upheld. 
 
BMS will be sponsoring the Nicaragua team and is 
committed to providing the funding for 13 people to 
travel to and take part in the tournament in Durban. 
The group includes a playing squad of nine children 
aged between 14 and 16, who normally survive each 
day on the unforgiving streets of the capital, 
Managua.  They’ve been training hard for the main 
event for a year and, whilst boys and girls have been 
separated until now, the final team will be mixed, 
comprising six boys and three girls. 
 
The Nicaragua team is being facilitated by the 
charity Casa Allianza Nicaragua, which helps 3,500 
children in that country every year, many of whom 
are victims of trafficking. Jenny Dawkins, UK 
Project Manager of the Street Child World Cup, 
says, ”It’s fantastic that BMS has become one of our 
partners. Without their support, the Nicaraguan  team 
would not be able to participate in this unique 
event.” 

Phyllis Langdon,  Church Secretary 

 

Women’s World Day of Prayer 
 

Women Across The World Join Together To Pray 
For Its Needs. 
 
Over 3 million women worldwide will be praying 
and worshipping together during an annual day of 
prayer on Friday 5th March. 
Women’s World Day of Prayer is a worldwide 
movement of Christian Women who come together 
to observe a common day of Prayer held on the first 
Friday in March each year, and who, in many 
countries, have a continuing relationship in prayer 
and service. 

Through Women’s World Day of Prayer women are 
encouraged to become aware of their talents and use 
them in the service of the wider community. 
From Tonga to Samoa, praying together in Africa, 
Asia, the Caribbean, Europe, Latin America, the 
Middle East, North America and the Pacific. 
The Day of Prayer begins as dawn breaks over the 
islands of Tonga in the Pacific and continues across 
each continent until the last Services of this special 
day are held back in the Pacific on the islands of 
Samoa, circling the world in prayer for about 36 
hours. 
 
The Service is a moving, challenging and faith-
deepening experience. Above all, it is an 
encouragement to women in different countries to 
know they are remembered in prayer. 
 
The Service is translated into over 60 languages and 
1,000 dialects. What a fellowship of joy, faith and 
love. All of this has grown from a simple service of 
prayer and contrition held in 1887.  In England, 
Wales and Northern Ireland there are over 3,000 
Women’s World Day of Prayer branches holding 
around 5,000 Services involving thousands of 
women, men and children.  All monies received from 
the offerings are used for the Prayer Movement, 
Christian Literature and Christian Educational 
Projects. 
 
Your Local Service will this year be held at 
Thorverton Parish Church on Friday 7

th
 March 

starting at 11-00am and ending with a soup lunch, 
to which all are welcome. 
 

Phyllis Langdon,  Branch Secretary 
  
 

Thorverton Parish Church Family Service 
 

Sunday 14
th

 March at 10.00 am 
(Pre-Service activity at 9.45, drinks and biscuits 
afterwards at 10.30) 
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Dolphin Group 
March dates:-  4th History - networks 
  11th History - networks 
  18th Gentle exercise 
  25th Book group - The curious 
incident of the dog in the night time 
  
February has seen the group grow in numbers. Many 
took part in the RSPB bird watch and we discussed 
our findings, why is it that when you count birds the 
ones that you always see have gone visiting some 
where else? 
 
Our recipe swap was particularly interesting and 
after trying the tea bread (recipe below) it was 
decided to share it with focus readers, so we hope 
that you enjoy it as much as we did. 
  
For more details about Upstream call 011363 778029 
 
Easiest healthiest tea bread ever 

Ingredients Method 
• 1lb/460gm mixed 

dried fruit 
• ¾ pint/425ml fresh 

tea 
• 10oz/300gm 

wholemeal SR flour 
• 2 eggs 

• Soak fruit in tea for a 
few hours or overnight 

• Add flour and eggs 
and beat well 

• Put in lightly oiled and 
base lined 2lb loaf tin 

• Bake at 170ºC, gas 
mark 3, for 45-60 mins 
until skewer comes out 
clean – after 30 mins 
lightly cover the top 
with foil 

Try adding your favourite spice, or try using a herb 
tea – fruit or raspberry leaf. 
Keeps well, serve on its own or with a thin smear of 
butter or honey. 
Good for a quick breakfast as well as at teatime. 

TARTS News 
Thorverton Amblers Ramblers and Trampers 
 

 
Saturday 20th February: 

 
A brave trio of TARTS set out for the Western fringe 
of Dartmoor undeterred by the light snow falling in 
Thorverton. We were rewarded by glorious sunshine 
across the Walkham valley, in ‘Drakes Country’. 
Some lovely moorland walking, clear views, a 
riverside ramble and lunch in a 16th Century county 
pub. I will be repeating this walk later in the spring 
so keep an eye out for that one. 
 
Future walks and events: 
 
• Saturday 6th March – Longer walk led by 

Simon and Mary 
• Saturday 20th March  
• Saturday 3rd April   
• Saturday 24th April 

 
All walks meet outside The Bell at 0930, and are 
suitable for dogs unless otherwise stated. Walk 
details (length, gradient, lunch information etc) will 
be displayed approximately a week before the walk 
in the Old Post Office Window and on the village 
noticeboard. If you would like to be included on the 
email list contact Jean (861176) or Caroline 
(861002). 

Caroline Prince 

  

Legal Eagle  

By way of a footnote to my February article readers 
may recall that I made reference to the case of Dr 
Christine Gill who had successfully challenged the 
validity of her mother’s will on the ground that it had 
been made under the coercion of Dr Gill’s father. 
 
The decision came at the end of a two year legal 
battle with the RSPCA to whom Potto Carr Farm, her 
parents £2m estate had been devised. 
 
On 5th February lawyers representing both sides went 
back to court in an attempt to sort out who should pay 
what in relation to the £1.3m legal bill. 

 
During the ‘costs’ hearing the court was advised that 
Dr Gill had, on three separate occasions, sought a 
negotiated settlement with the RSPCA . The final 
attempt at compromise would have seen the charity 
receive £850,000 plus all the money in bank accounts. 
Judge James Allen criticised the RSPCA for its lack 
of enthusiasm in relation to the resolution of the 
dispute by a negotiated settlement and ordered the 
charity to pay Dr Gill’s legal costs. It is therefore 
likely that the charity will be landed with a bill of at 
least £1m of the total legal costs. The judge did 
however order that some of the costs awarded against 
the RSPCA are to come out of the estate. 
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This month we turn our attention to revocation of 
wills. One of the characteristics of a will is that by its 
very nature it is revocable by the testator until his 
death. Further, a testator cannot make his will 
irrevocable. If the will does contain such a declaration 
it will not prevent the testator from subsequently 
revoking the will. If, however, the declaration formed 
part of a contract, any subsequent revocation of the 
will may constitute a breach of that contract and give 
rise to claim for damages. 
 
As we have previously seen, English law attaches 
considerable importance to the observing of the 
correct formalities when making a will. It is not 
surprising therefore to find that revoking a will should 
also require the observance of formalities.. 
 
Essentially, there must be an intention to revoke 
(animus revocandi ) accompanying either: 
 

• an express or implied revocation by a 
subsequent will, codicil or other 
document executed as if it were a will; or 

• destruction of a will. 
 
A will is also revoked , regardless of the testator’s 
intention where the testator subsequently marries or 
enters into a civil partnership unless the will was 
made in contemplation of such marriage or 
partnership. 
 
S18 Wills Act 1837 provides: 
 
‘No will or codicil, or any part thereof, shall be 

revoked otherwise than as aforesaid, or by some 

writing declaring an intention to revoke the same, and 

executed in a manner in which a will is hereinbefore 

required to be executed’. 

 

It is therefore, common practice to find as the first 
clause of a will a statement which reads, ‘ I hereby 

revoke all former testamentary instruments made by 

me’. Merely describing a will as one’s last will and 
testament does not constitute express revocation but 
may amount to an implied revocation of the whole or 
part of an earlier will or wills where the later will is 
found to be inconsistent with the earlier will. 
 
The revocation need not be contained in a will. What 
is required is that the revoking document is executed 
in accordance with s9 WA 1837. 
 
S20 Wills Act 1837 provides: 
 
‘No will or codicil, or any part thereof, shall be 

revoked otherwise than as aforesaid…….or by 

burning, tearing or otherwise destroying the same by 

the testator, or by some person in his presence and by 

his direction, with the intention of revoking the same’. 

 

There are, therefore, two requirements, namely, the 
intention to revoke and the act of destruction. These 
two elements must be present at the same time to 
effect a valid revocation by destruction. 
 
There have been a number of interesting cases on the 
requirements of s20. One such is Cheese –v- Lovejoy 

[1877]. The testator put a line across his will and 
wrote ‘ all these are revoked ‘, crumpled the paper 
and threw it into the corner of the room. A 
housekeeper found the will and retained it until the 
death of the testator. The court held that there was 
insufficient destruction. The words, ‘or otherwise 

destroying the same’ required an act of physical 
destruction. 
 
If the entire will is not destroyed, a sufficiently large 
or vital part ( e.g., the signature of the testator ) must 
be destroyed. 
 
Revocation by destruction is only effective if the 
testator has completed the intended act of destruction. 
In the case of Doe d. Perkes –v- Perkes [1820] the 
testator tore a will into four pieces in the presence of 
a beneficiary with whom he was angry. He was then 
restrained from further destruction by a third party. 
When his anger had subsided he said, ‘ it’s a good job 
it is no worse’. From this the court inferred that the 
testator had intended more by way of destruction and 
in consequence, the will remained valid. 
 
If the destruction is carried out by someone other than 
the testator it is only effective if done in his presence 
and by his direction. 
 
S18(1) WA 1837 as amended by s18 Administration 

of Justice Act 1982 provides that a will shall be 

revoked by the testator’s marriage. S18B WA 1837 

states that a will is revoked by entry into a civil 
partnership. 
 
S18(3) and (4) allow for the fact that a testator may 
have made his will in contemplation of marriage to a 
particular person or that dispositions in the will have 
been made in contemplation of such a marriage. In 
these circumstances the will/dispositions will not be 
revoked by the subsequent marriage. These provisions 
are mirrored in S18B(3) and (4) in respect of civil 
partnerships. 
 
Next month we shall look at alterations to a will. 

Clive Hamblin 
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Major Bill Upington's booklet  
More from Major Bill Upington's booklet 

reflecting on events during his life 

 
I recently included a passage from Major Bill 

Upington's booklet in which he described how he had 

lost a limb and how he was transported around to 

receive treatment.  This month I am reproducing a 

few paragraphs in which Bill recalls going into 

farming in 1955, on leaving the Army.  Ed. 

 
There was no special help for service people in civvy 
life, you had to compete with established farmers. 
Some had made a lot of money, as everything was in 
demand during the War. Had I not married a farmer's 
daughter I would probably have gone into something 
else - sold matches in the street; I think actually I 
would have gone into PR work as I have an overdose 
of communication skills; Toy Boys were not heard of 
back then! 
 
Anyway, I think some farmers thought that Army 
officers did nothing but give orders to soldiers. They 
were wrong, as in the service you were expected to 
do all sorts of things. There were no excuses for not 
knowing: "you had better find out". The result was 
that you were equipped with vast training to take on 
any task. With this behind you, you should be able to 
run a farm. Preparation and planning are second 
nature. I visited the crown agents: 
 

"Is it possible to rent a farm?" 
 
"No, you are not formally trained, you have no 
proper experience or capital and you are disabled.  
Best to try something else." 
 
At an auction I bid for a 60-acre farm, but was outbid 
by a rep from Cow and Gate.  I took Elaine to look at 
a farm in Hampshire, "I won't come in, it looks 
dreadful". We buy it - 108 acres, double cottages, no 
electric, no piped water, just a big old pump, a few 
tin sheds. £6,250 with a stack of hay thrown in, and 
two-thirds of the money borrowed. 
  
We established a wonderful relationship with our 
ministry officer, Tom Dawson (lost a hand as a boy 
in a turnip cutter). His advice was excellent - "You 
must milk or you won't survive". We had a Guernsey 
herd (gold top milk), yielding 1 shilling and 2 pence 
extra a gallon. We had no electricity, not for a 
number of years. It was all a bit basic, but there is 
something very satisfying about getting a farm going 
from scratch. 
 
From this unpromising start Bill soon built up a 

milking parlour, some sows and 1,000 laying hens 

and gained many farming friends in Hampshire 

before moving to Devon.  But that is another story - 

or at least another part of Bill's story. 
 

  

Thorverton School PTFA  
 

Bag2School 

We have finally got a figure raised by the 
‘Bag2School’ in November, this was an amazing 
£380. Thank you for your contribution, we will be 
repeating this in November & hope to do as well 
again! 
 
Quiz Night 
This was a total success, many thanks to Matt Payne 
& Niki Gubb who were fun quiz masters, they 
managed to make it a quiz for all ranges, the scores 
were very close, always a sign of an excellent quiz 
and we had to have a ‘shoot out’ for the winning 4 
teams! The final question was ‘where is the 
American flag never raised & never lowered?’ the 
answer being The Moon. John Mann got this right 
for his team ‘John’s Chick’s’ so congratulations to 
John, Jan Hambly, Sybil Tulloch, Sue Lake, Sheila 
Ball & Dennis Murphy. Many thanks to them, as 
they also donated the £48 prize money back to the 
school! Karen Khan won £25 for heads & tails. 

 
The BellEnders won a bottle of Whisky for the 
interim picture quiz, which I am reliably informed 
was enjoyed after the quiz. We have had requests for 
another quiz night, so watch this space! 
 
Music Room opening & Feb cake stall 
The music room was opened at the school on 12th 
Feb, a fantastic time was had by all, and some great 
talent was showcased by pupils, ex-pupils & from 
Mama Stone’s. The PTFA offered refreshments & 
made over £50! Last months cake stall made over 
£100, so hopefully we are back on track for the 
laptop lease this year! 
 
Second hand uniform 
The second hand uniform is now kept at the school, 
and will be available for sale on the last Friday of 
each month at 3.30, all items are 50p. If you have any 
second hand uniform please pass to Lisa or Hannah. 
 

Easter fun 
We will be having our annual family Easter event 
again this year; it has yet to be decided by the school 
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council if it will be bingo or a beetle drive, so please 
look out for posters for more information! 
 

Paper collections at the Mill 

I am sorry not to have publicised this more, but I 
have only just found out about it myself!  
 
We do collect papers, greetings cards, paper & 
magazines at the mill, by kind permission of Andy 
Baker, we do NOT take yellow pages, plastic 
wrappers (such as those around Sunday supplements) 
or anything which is bound or stapled. Please ensure 
all papers tied or in plastic bags and stacked tidily in 

the pallets provided. Andy has just taken 5 ton for us, 
so there is plenty of space! 
 
Tea Towels 

All of the children have drawn self portraits for our 
2010 tea towel, it is currently being printed & should 
be available by Mothers day! Thank you again for all 
your support. 
 

 
Lisa Browning, Chair 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Jane Ristic in Not the Village Shop – 
putting on a brave face on probably the 
coldest day of the year 
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Thorverton C of E Primary 
School 
We finished the half-term with the official opening 
of our new Music/Learning Room.  The room has 
been created in Veda’s old office, Veda is now 
situated on the ground floor of School House.  Last 
term I put out a plea for a ‘Make-over Team’ and was 
delighted when Jackie Askew, one of our parents 
who is also an interior designer, offered her services.  
We wanted the children to be involved so Jackie 
drew sketches of the room as is was and all the 
children created a design for the room.  Jackie very 
cleverly took all of these designs and created a 
cohesive design for the room that incorporated many 
of the children’s ideas.  The children’s designs have 
been created into three pieces of artwork that now 
hang in the Music and Learning Room.  Jackie and 
her team – Sarah Burnand and Laurie Bowles then 
set to work on the room.   As well as giving us their 
time, enthusiasm and creative genius, they also made 
sure that every child had a chance to make their mark 
on the wall, the older children creating ‘graffiti’ type 
images of styles of music and the younger ones 
colouring in a design around the notice board.  We 
now have a wonderful space that is used for music 
lessons and also for small group learning in many 
areas of the curriculum. 
 
At our official opening Heather Kershaw, who 
teaches the recorder and the choir, and Ginny Cutler, 
who teaches the guitar, cut the ribbon.  Sadly, Mary 
Thomas who makes such a huge contribution to 
music within the school, was unable to be with us 
due to other commitments.  In a short speech Heather 

commented how fantastic it was to have such a 
wonderful place to teach music, she felt that the 
space valued music and this had a very positive 
impact on the children’s enjoyment and enthusiasm 
for learning to play their instruments. 
 
After the cutting of the ribbon we had a informal 
concert when we heard from the chidren learning the 
guitar and the recorder, the School Choir and the 
Junior Consort.  We were then treated to a couple of 
songs from Georgia Slade, a very talented 15 year 
old who is receiving voice coaching Mama Stones of 
Exeter, we were then incredibly lucky to hear a 
couple of numbers from a band that as yet have no 
name made up of Benni Gomme, Oz Wills and Sam 
Ashworth, unfortunately Thomas Overton their 
fourth member couldn’t be with them as he was in 
Hong Kong.  The band went down very well with the 
audience and there was a very positive response 
when it was suggested that we invite them back to 
play at our summer barbecue with the Thorvertones.  
The session finished with Jonah Hitchens a talented 
young singer and guitarist, also from Mama Stones, 
who played four songs with his drummer and 
guitarist to end what was a real celebration of young 
people’s musical talent. 
 
We must also say a big thank you to the PTFA who 
not only funded the creation of the new learning 
space but who also provided refreshments during the 
celebrations, the work that they do really enriches the 
experience that we are able to give our children. 
 

Tania Beard 

 

The School 
Choir, Junior 
Consort and 
guitars 
performing The 
Lord is My 
Shepherd 
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The band with no name, as yet … 
 

 
Georgia Slade treating us to one of her songs. 
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Allotment News 
The last Allotment Holders Meeting was  held on 
January 11th at the Exeter Inn. The Chairman 
reported on allotment matters that had been 
discussed at the previous parish council meeting as 
follows : 
 
1. Annual tenancies will now be from January to 
January. Plot holders will be charged £7.50 for the 
2010 April to December period and new tenancies 
started in January 2011. 
2. Last year’s grasscutting payments were explained 
(see below also) 
 
3. The PC would reconsider the £50 deposit currently 
required in January (see below) 
 
4 The PC noted the invitation to view the allotments 
from time to time  
 
To summarise the following allotment holders’ 
discussion  on Jan 11th::: 

1. It was encouraging that the deposit may be 
lowered to a more affordable figure. 
 
2. Grass cutting. It was felt that £35 per year 
currently paid for grass cutting was far too low given 
the hours and labour involved (if one spent what 
must be the minimum - 2 hours a month cutting grass 

between late March and mid October would take 14 
hours – that works out at £2.50 an hour!) It was 
suggested some of the rent could be put towards 
paying a realistic rate. 
 
3 Finally John Redler suggested he might go to the 
January PC meeting and put these points. This was 
supported by those present and John thanked for this. 
 
Other news. These last few months have been quiet 
at the allotments. November was the wettest for years 
and the New Year brought snow, ice and frozen soil. 
Trying to dig out parsnips proved a fork-breaking 
task so I resorted to the ever–faithful Swiss Chard 
and leeks, which seem to survive all weathers. 
 
Despite complaints about Met Office predictions of a 
so–called "mild winter" (wrong so far) overall I still 
see signs of global warming even within the 
allotments. On January 18th I saw the first pink 
rhubarb shoots emerging (unknown till Febnuary till 
a few years ago) and the odd primrose poking 
through the green. Plants that always died every 
winter have not died even this year despite the snow 
(including weeds unfortunately). There may be a 
couple of allotments becoming available so if you are 
interested contact the parish clerk as soon as possible  
 

Mary Ette 

 
 

 

Brampford Speke And Upton 
Pyne Garden Club 
The Annual General Meeting was held on the 18th 
January when Veronica Clarke after over 10 years of 
stalwart service as our Chairman decided to step 
down. Her position has been taken over by Claire 
Lancaster who I’m sure will be a very competent and 
efficient replacement and has already come up with 
some new ideas for the coming year.  We were also 
pleased to welcome Christine Grundy on to the 
committee. 
 
On 15th February we had our first talk of the New 
Year – Julia Tremett of the National Gardens 
Scheme came to speak specifically about the 
approximately 162 Devon gardens, most of them 
privately owned, which now operate under this 
scheme. The NGS was founded in 1927 to raise 
funds for nurses – a very tenuous occupation in those 
pre-NHS days – by opening private gardens 
throughout England and Wales. These days the 
scheme raises tremendous funds for many different 
charities such as Macmillan Cancer Support, Marie 
Curie and the Queens Nursing Institute and its Patron 

is HRH The Prince of Wales. Julia’s talk was 
interesting, informative and laced with a wonderful 
sense of humour providing a very enjoyable evening. 
 
Our next talk will be on 15th March when Lily Neal 
will be giving us a talk entitled “Travels in China” 
accompanied by pictures which I’m sure will be 
another enjoyable evening. 
 
On 24th April we will be holding our Annual Spring 
Flower Show in the Upton Pyne Village Hall. There 
are many varied classes including cooking and 
photography. There are three special classes for 
children: (1) An amusing animal made out of fruit, 
vegetable or plant material – or a mixture of all three 
(2) In the photography section a picture entitled 
“Happy holiday Memories” and (3) In the Home 
craft  section 3 Jam Tarts, so do encourage your 
youngsters to have a go – it’s good fun!  Full copies 
of schedules are available form Mary Furner 
(Tel.No. 860 689). It’s always a very enjoyable day 
so do come along either to take part or just to see the 
many different exhibits. Refreshments, including a 
lovely choice of homemade cakes, will also be 
available. 
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During June/July we hope to be visiting the local 
gardens of some of our members.  Our annual coach 
outing this year, hopefully at the beginning of June, 
will be to Coleton Fishacre. Our talk on 17th May 
will be “Shrubs and Climbers” by Dawn Rose, on the 
20th September Phil Thomas will be coming to talk 
about “Linscomb Organic Farm”, on 18th October 
there will be a talk on roses (still to be finalised) and 
our final speaker of the year will be Nick Baker who 
will be talking on the 15th November about his 

“Travels (somewhere) in America,” accompanied by 
slides. 
 
So it promises to be an interesting year. All our talks 
and events are open to non-members so if you feel 
you would like to participate and would like more 
details about the Garden Club please give me a ring 
(861 205). We are a very friendly and informal group 
and you will be made very welcome either as a new 
member or just at a specific event which you are 
interested in coming to. 

Ros Rowlerson, Secretary 

I Don’t Believe It 
I recently took a load of rubbish to Ashley tip and 
couldn’t believe that SWH were still working on the 
stretch of road beyond Bickleigh. It must be costing a 
small fortune, let alone the cost of the thousands of 
hours as we road users wait impatiently for the lights 
to change. Would it not be more efficient for 
Highways to concentrate the available manpower on 
fewer simultaneous projects and thereby complete 
each task in less time with less non-productive traffic 
management costs and less disruption, delay and cost 
to road users? 
 
During a recent visit to Crediton I noticed, sadly, that 
the majority of upper floors along the High Street are 
unoccupied. With housing reportedly still in short 
supply (or is it really money!) this waste of valuable 
living space is repeated in towns and cities across our 
nation. 
 
Furthermore many people live in houses far larger 
than they now need – regardless of whether the 
property is owned or rented. Far be it for me to 
suggest that people having raised a family, and their 
children left home, be coerced into smaller more 
proportionate accommodation, but the present 
Council Tax single occupancy rebate, effectively 
giving larger subsidies to higher band properties, 
does little to encourage us to downsize and thereby 

make available more family sized houses for families 
whilst maximising potential Council Tax revenue. 
 
My regular reader will appreciate that whilst I avoid 
commenting on religion, animals and party politics I 
have from time to time ventured my thoughts on 
politicians. Recent developments regarding 
Honourable Members expenses reveals that the 
majority are, indeed, dishonourable – it just proves 
that if you tell yourself something enough times you 
end up believing it. 
 
Thank goodness we have the Monster Raving 
Looney party and Mark Thomas’s The Peoples 

Manifesto, with seriously sensible policies. I 
particularly like the one that abandons the expensive 
big brother idea of microchips in wheelie bins in 
favour of removing the wheels – if you can’t drag it 
to the kerb then you’ve got too much rubbish. The 
idea of making members of parliament wear the 
corporate badges, logos and slogans of their lobbying 
masters, sponsors and backers might also brighten 
things up a little, but runs the risk of open 
government. The Commons and Lords could so 
easily look like a Premier League match with those 
annoying animated advertisements scrolling along 
the benches to distract us from the real game. 
 

Commentator 

 
 

 

Women's Institute 
 
We thank all who supported our January Market. 
 
Draw prize winners were: - 
Pork dinner            June Lee 
Chocolates             Mary Stevens 
Chocolates             Bill Swain 
Bath set                  Jane Sleep 
 

Mrs Channing gave an interesting talk on ‘Heirlooms 
of The Future’ at our February meeting. As she 
explained heirlooms do not need to have a financial 
value. 
 
All of hers were things that had been gathered over 
the past and held memories that were special to 
herself, her husband and family. 
 
We saw the first painting that her husband had done. 
It was of the Isle of Skye. Nothing special about that 
you may think. But it reminded them how lucky their 
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son was to have survived a 20ft drop out of an apple 
tree. He was able to go to the island with them as his 
injuries healed quicker than expected. 
 
She showed us a plaque with a steel fork of 
lightening on it. This was a memory of when her 
husband had been struck by lightning and only 
suffered minor burns. The change of survival she was 
told was 200-1!!! When the plaque was presented his 
name was changed to ‘Flash Harry’ 
 
She had a 1788 fan with the seating plan of a theatre 
on, along with the names of who sat in what seat. As 
the same people used the same seats for a season, it 
was easy to see which gentleman had replaced his 
wife with some one else! 

 
A friend of theirs had an old plate that had hung on 
the wall for years. Having heard that the Road Show 
was in the area he decided to take something along. 
On the way out his wife snatched the plate and told 
him to see what he could find out about it. The expert 
nearly fell off his chair upon seeing the plate. It was 
an original painting of Queen Ann, and just as old. 
The plate later sold at Sotheby’s for £10,000. (Think 
I’ll check the attic!) 
 
Mary Stevens won the competition and flower of the 
month. Paddy Milford won the draw. 

Sylv Gregory 
Charity no 229868

 

Singing at the Cathedral 
On Saturday, January 30th 23 children from 
Thorverton School sang beautifully at Exeter 
Cathedral. The service celebrated all the people who 
work in schools. 
 
When we first arrived we had an elephant hunt. Did 
you know there is an elephant in the Cathedral with 
funny legs? Then we practised our song with a 
pianist, a guitarist and a drummer. By then we were 
ready for a drink, a biscuit and the service. 
 
Our song was called “Let the Earth Resound with 
Songs of Praise”. I thought the song was jumpy and 
fun to sing. We got a really good clap at the end. 

 
The Tavistock School Gospel Choir was good. I 
liked it. They had nice voices. Also Raleigh Primary 
sang and played the drums. Exeter College sang a 
good song. 
 
Megan and James did solos – don’t worry, they 
spoke not sang! 
 
There were at least 300 people there (probably 
more). Bishop Bob asked all the children their names 
and blessed us. 
 
After the service the Cathedral provided a big box of 
sweets for us all. 

Alfie Overton 
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Tales of Thorverton 
The Teller of Tales 

It is not true that anyone is actually born with a silver 
spoon in their mouth. Brass maybe, even copper, but 
the rest comes from sheer hard graft against huge 
odds. Young Tim was no exception. 
 
His problem was his stepmother, his real mother 
having died when he was two. Although what 
follows will leave the impression that she was an old 
hag, in actual fact she was only 26 when she married 
his father, and an absolute stunner. 
 
She had, however, two major failings. One was that 
she did not like little boys. Especially little boys who 
spun tall tales. 
 
And to be fair you can, after all, almost forgive her 
for not quite being able to credit that a thirsty fire-
breathing dragon had invaded the pantry in the dead 
of night and absconded with an unopened bottle of 
ginger pop. Tim had received a clout for that 
fabrication.  
 
Once dispatched to the Elementary in School Lane 
his fibs became more refined, largely as a result of 
the enthusiastic efforts of Miss Havill to develop her 
small charges’ imagination. The story, which he 
swore upon till he was blue in the face, that he had 
seen Moses in a fiery bush at the end of the rec, was 
put down to a mere youthful quest for religious truth, 
though the Alien who parked his spacecraft on 
Raddon Top and attempted to lure him inside with a 
box of Bassett’s Liquorice All-Sorts was squashed 
ferociously. 
 
His first half-way hit came at the age of six, when he 
appeared in the drawing-room one Christmas 
insisting that had seen Santa Claus drinking outside 
the Dolphin. 
 
“Well, Tim, you’re a jolly lucky young man if you 
saw him. Not many little boys do, you know,” said 
his father. 
 
Thus encouraged, Tim launched into an elaboration. 
“Yes, and then a reindeer jumped on the cat and 
Father Christmas went to the toilet and forgot to 
flush.” 
 
From this he learnt that to be truly successful a teller 
of tales needs to exercise a bit of self-control as well. 
 
There continued to be setbacks. There were times 
when his sense of scale seemed to go on the blink. 

Who, after all, was likely to go for his eye-witness 
account of a pterodactyl chasing a one-legged 
tyrannosaurus rex down Silver Street? 
 
He worked out that on average, and largely 
unbeknown to his father, he earned about 2.3 clouts a 
week from his stepmother during these early attempts 
to hone his skills.  
 
Still, he realised that all in all he was onto a good 
thing. The Tooth Fairy was a great step forward. His 
dad seemed quite impressed to hear how he had been 
woken by the fluttering of little gossamer wings and 
watched her through half-closed eyes while she 
slipped a thruppenny bit under his pillow. But he 
held himself back, though it was ever so hard, from 
revealing details of her underwear and the gaggle of 
gnomes who had leered at her from the foot of the 
bed. 
 
In time – and this was a lesson that was to serve him 
in good stead in his later career – he even developed 
the knack of squeezing out some tangible rewards for 
his efforts, at the hands of his father if not from the 
Stunner. 
 
Like that August in Paignton when he had caught a 
metre-long squid in his bucket. As he had freely 
admitted to his dad, he had planned to throw it on his 
stepmother while she was sunbathing, but the poor 
thing (the squid, that is) had flapped its thirty-five 
tentacles so helplessly, and gazed into his eyes so 
piteously, that he had to think of all the fatherless 
baby squids back home and had thrown it back into 
the rock pool instead. 
 
Dad had shelled out a whole bob on the spot. For one 
so young to show such compassion to a fellow 
creature. 
 
As the years went by, the boy’s relationship with his 
beautiful wayward stepmother went from bad to 
worse. Indeed, if the truth were known, so did his 
father’s. The problem was that she was just too 
attractive for her own good. What a bag of jelly-
babies is to a child and an income tax return to the 
Inland Revenue, she was to men. She flirted herself 
silly at every opportunity. Tim’s father suspected a 
lot more, but she was at home all day and he was at 
work and Tim was at school, and she was nothing if 
not discreet. 
 
Things came to a head one evening when Tim was 
ten, an age at which he, like most children, had 
formed a pretty good idea of what was going on in 
the woodshed. He had just got his very first prize for 
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fibbing, as a runner-up in the Junior Reporters’ Essay 
Competition, and belted home from school in his 
lunch hour to tell anyone about it who would listen. 
Even, if need be, his stepmother. 
 
A ticket to Madame Tussauds Waxwork Museum, 
that’s what he’d won! Next month, off to 
Buckingham Palace to receive his prize from King 
George himself and – clout! Tim was so taken aback 
that he wasn’t even prepared to duck, as he had 
become accustomed to do as of late. He just stood 
there, aghast. 
 
“You mean you don’t believe me?” he said, his voice 
rising to a shriek. 
 
“You nasty horrible little liar!” his stepmother 
screamed, her face turning purple with fury. 
“Horrible nasty sneaky stinky little liar!” 
 
Now Tim had been called quite a lot of things in his 
time, but never that. And he didn’t like it one bit. 
 

Of course, when his father first accosted her with the 
accusation that Tim had come home unexpectedly 
that lunchtime to see a man clothed only in spotted 
yellow underpants doing press-ups in their bathroom 
she swore blind it was untrue. Then she denied it 
hotly. But finally Tim’s refusal to back down on his 
story brought her to tears. It hadn’t really been like 
that. Not exactly. OK, something on those lines, but 
so what? She’d had reason enough, hadn’t she? All 
those years of neglect and… etc, etc, etc. 
 
Tim learnt the most valuable lesson of all that day: 
that you really can fool all the people all the time if 
they’re that keen to be fooled. 
 
Ten years on, his father had discovered that the 
solitary life wasn’t so bad after all. Tim found his 
niche in life too, at last. Landed himself an 
absolutely tailor-made job. 
 
As a speech-writer. For the Right Honourable You-
Know-Who, MP. 
 

Stretton Taborn 

Thorverton Youth Football 
 
Saturday 30th January and a trip to QE Lower 
school, a trip that some of Thorverton youth 
players will find all to familiar from September 
this year. It was an extremely cold day for a 
cup match of up most importance as for the 
winners a place in the semi finals of the league 
cup was the reward. Both teams started off well 
considering the sub zero temperatures but it was 
Crediton who broke the deadlock scoring the 
first goal. Thorverton came back fighting it was 
as though they needed to be losing to find their 
feet and start playing some good football which 
is how they came to equalise. It looked as though 
extra time was on the cards when Thorverton 
scored in the final few minutes of normal time 
guaranteeing their place in the semi finals. The 
semi finals are being held at Newton Abbot 
Football Club under flood lights on the evening 
of March 17th at 6pm. 
  
Saturday 6th February away to Brixington and 
Thorverton were obviously on a high netting 7 
goals in this match with a fantastic team effort. 
Unfortunately for Brixington they were 
struggling as one of their players came off due to 
sickness. The Brixington manager commented 

on the lovely sporting nature that the boys and 
managers have.  
  
Saturday 13th February unlucky for some the date 
might say and unfortunately for Thorverton it 
was to be an unlucky day with their first loss this 
season. Sidmouth have always been tough 
opposition for Thorverton and the game proved 
that these teams were well matched. The game 
was very highly charged due to both teams 
wanting the upper hand. It is Sidmouth that 
Thorverton play in the semi final of the cup, so 
the stakes were high. The game finished 0-0 in 
the first half and both teams had played well. 
Sidmouth broke the deadlock in the second part 
of the second half with a goal mouth scramble. 
Thorverton fought back hard with some big "ooh 
aah" moments from the supporters on the side 
line. It was to be a Sidmouth win though with 
Thorverton feeling hard done by as the fair result 
would have been a draw due to performance. 
Lets just hope that it is Thorverton cheering on 
the 17th March as after that match it is anyone's 
game. 
 
Good luck Thorverton youth for 17th March. 
 

Natasha Carbines 
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Golf Society Players of 
Thorverton 
 
Sunday 31

st
 January 2010 

 
Eight keen golfers braved the cold weather and took 
to the Newton Course in eager anticipation of a good 
round. Almost all achieved that satisfaction although, 
as usual, all will look back at the shots that got away. 
At one point, early in the contest, it looked as though 
every shot would get away, somewhere into the thick 
screen of snow that surrounded the players. In 
answer to the question “what d’ya think the 
weather’s gonna do?”, came the reply, “dunno, can’t 
see through the snow.” 
 
Top of the leader board was Chris Harlow with a 
score of 16, pretty good given the ground conditions. 
Second place went to Geoff Bulley, a point behind 
the leader. Shortest drive was achieved by Jeremy 
Woolven whose mind was clearly on the following 
week’s menu and how much air there should be, in a 
souffle. 
 
The Donna-Y Trophy was awarded to John Mann for 
a twice struck putt on the 1st green.  Something made 
John twitch just at the wrong moment, it might have 
been the group coughing fit spluttering from his 
playing partners, and within the space of an inch the 
putter face contacted the ball twice. This may be a 
way forward for John to overcome the yips as the 
second touch sent the ball unerringly into the cup 
from six feet away. 
 
At the 19th, or the 10th to be strictly accurate, Dave 
Harlow accepted the group’s invitation to continue 
his role as Minister for Administrative Affairs. John 

Mann also continues as general father-figure and 
provider of gratefully received bacon baps. 
 
Sunday 14

th
 February 2010 

 
Six players braved the wrath of their deserted ladies 
to try out their latest attempts at perfecting their 
game. Most successful was Scott Hasler who 
compiled a very steady 20 points to earn himself a 
1.5 shot cut in his handicap and enough to buy a 
consoling bottle of wine to take home. 
  
Second past the post was Ken Galvin for whom a 
bottle of wine to take home was clearly not the 
answer. “Coals to Newcastle” comes to mind.  
Shortest drive and sixth place was recorded by 
Marcus Davey. That drive would have gone miles if 
only more than the top fraction of the ball had been 
struck. As it was, a few skips and bumps just moved 
it off the tee box on the 7th. 
  
Once again the Donna-Y Trophy was awarded to 
John Mann. However, things must be looking up 
(that’s what you shouldn’t have done Marcus) as it 
wasn’t for his putting. Instead it was given for 
theatrical aplomb as he shouted "fore" on the second 
tee as his ball scattered the group in front. When 
questioned he said "I Donna-Y I didn't wait". 
 
Good Friday will be the anniversary of the first 
outing by Thorverton’s intrepid golfers and a bumper 
event is envisaged. All are welcome to join in the 
fun, not only then but all the twice- monthly Sunday 
morning events, the dates of which can be viewed at 
The Exeter. We would love to see you. 
 

G.S. Potter 
 

 

  
Pebbles on ice – Photo: Jane Lane
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Thorverton at Work 

 

Greg Vooght - Westexe Forklifts Ltd 
 

Tel: 01392 46456  E-mail:info@westexeforklifts.co.uk 
 
This was an excellent interview over a three course meal courtesy of Sue. (Note to future interviewees - this is a 
good tactic!) And it was WOW! Greg was on fire with enthusiasm. Didn’t have to ask many questions. He started 
reeling off facts and figures then noticed my bemusement. “I know, I love it. It’s tough but exciting. I always enjoy 
going to work and have to pinch myself at times.” That’s good. Let’s begin at the very beginning. 
 
Greg started work at the Crediton Milling Co,. as apprentice warehouse controller, at 17 and worked his way up. 
Six years later he was the SW Sales Manager for a national forklift business. He met Alex Dix, who was the sales 
Director of DAC Handling Solutions socially but it wasn’t long before the chitchat turned to work,  
 
“I needed a new challenge and it felt like perfect timing. I was confident that we could provide a good, personal 
service and Westexe was born in September 2007.” Alex and Nicki, his partner, joined as equal directors in April 
2008. Westexe already service 900 forklifts and pieces of handling equipment, now employing seven field 
engineers. They service the machinery which puts the police chopper to bed each night and Cadbury’s and, more 
importantly, The Thorverton Stone Company are amongst their portfolio of 500 hundred customers. 
 
Why do you think you have grown so rapidly? Greg doesn’t miss a beat. “We’re the best!” he says triumphantly. 
“It helps that there are three of us so we always go with the majority and all decisions are taken jointly. We also 
believe in being really open with our employees and the Executive Report is available to all. We‘re on target for 
over a million turnover!” 
 

One of their most recent 
recruits is Sue herself who 
lends a hand. “Mum was 
retiring so I said you can 
chase our money in as you 
sound very scary. I can do 
that, she said. I thought it was 
a bit of a risk really as I’m 
very focussed at work but 
she’s fitted in perfectly and 
does a good job.” Ouch, I 
think, and ask Sue about this. 
I can see it in her eyes, he can 
get away with anything. She 
says, “He’s quite cheeky and I 
get a bit of lip like ‘Come on 
Mother, up your game’ so I 

just do the minimum. but I’m very proud of what Greg, Alex and Nicki have achieved.” 
 
Anita, Greg’s long term partner, reminds him of the chicken shed. “Yeah, we started off in a chicken shed so we 
could only deal with machines that would go through the door. We bought our office on ebay for £1.40. We’re still 
in it but we’ve just taken on 25,000sq ft and set up Westexe Storage which Nicki’s in charge of. We ask whether 
customers need more space while we’re selling the forklifts/access platforms. Alex runs Westexe Industrial 
Cleaners which sells sweepers, scrubbers and driers for warehouses while I’ve started Westexe Interiors which 
installs suspended ceilings for pools, cinemas etc. Next venture – marine and boat servicing and sales.” And when 
do you anticipate making your first million, Greg? “Give me five years.” Better keep an eye on Westexe. 
 

Jane Ristic 
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Nature Notes 
Insects 

I thought you might like to know the five most 
common moths recorded between 11/09/2009 and 
06/11/2009 in the South West as recorded by moth 
trappers taking part in the autumn Garden Moth 
Scheme (GMS). For the purposes of GMS, the South 
West is defined as Cornwall including the Isles of 
Scilly, Devon, Somerset, Wiltshire, Dorset and 
Gloucestershire. The most common moth is 
Setaceous Hebrew Character followed by Large 
Yellow Underwing, Common Marbled Carpet, Light-
brown Apple Moth and lastly Square-spot Rustic. 
Compared to 2008 only the last two have changed 
rank, Square-spot Rustic dropped from 4th to 5th but 
the Light-brown Apple Moth has risen from 8th to 
4th. 
 
The Light-brown Apple Moth is thought to have been 
accidently introduced from Australia to Britain and 
Ireland some 30 years ago. In Australia it is a pest of 
apple orchards but in the UK is not considered a 
threat to crops. To me it is a pesky little creature. 
When I bring my tender plants indoors in early 
autumn they come with camouflaged little green 
caterpillars that pupate within the leaves of several 
plant species. All through the winter the moths 
emerge and I catch them and release them outside. 
Oh dear! No wonder they are on the increase. 
 
Moths are on the wing all year and during December 
and January while driving along the lanes you might 
have seen small fluttering Winter Moths, lit up by car 
headlights. Most recently I found an Angle Shades 
moth resting inside the conservatory and on 7th 
February caught an Early Moth. Another insect lured 
to the outside light was a large ichneumon fly 
possibly Ophion luteus , the female having no 
ovipositor still manages to parasitise caterpillars of 
larger moths! If you are stuck for moth identification 
I can recommend two good websites, 
www.ukmoths.org.uk and 
www.hantsmoths.org.uk/flying_tonight.php. The 
Hants moth website opens with photographs of 
moths that are on the wing at this moment in time.  
 
Birds 

You will have spotted lots of buzzards about, most 
noticeably sitting solitary in trees and on telegraph 

poles. I saw one having a meal of the badger carcass 
in the ditch near the cricket pitch. I have had the odd 
couple of visits from a female great spotted 
woodpecker and on the last occasion as well as 
eating peanuts she enjoyed a peck of fat ball. Jen 
Pascoe and I have several times recently caught the 
bus from Broadlands Bus Shelter. One morning we 
watched a sparrowhawk lurking around the ivy and 
birch trees along the wall opposite the shelter. The 
very next day two male blackbirds were having a 
fight, beaks and wings wide open. On my walks 
around the Millennium Green I noticed at least three 
song thrushes which I think is unusual and more 
often that not you are lucky if you spot one 
individual. 
 
Last month I mentioned that a pair of blackcaps are 
visitors to a garden at Raddon and now a second pair 
is frequenting Richard Pym’s garden in Milford 
Lane. Richard says the pair shoo off other birds who 
try to take a share of the bird food. The RSPB 
recommend that providing several sources of food in 
different areas of the garden will avoid squabbling 
among the birds. Fruit such as apples and grapes, fat 
and seeds will tempt a blackcap into a garden. 
Apparently it is no longer a rare sight to see a 
blackcap in winter but if you do see one it is helpful 
if you refer sightings to Birdtrack, a BTO, RSPB and 
Birdwatch Ireland project, www.bto.org/birdtrack. 
You can record other bird sightings to Birdtrack. The 
web page also has a link to Nest Records Scheme 
where you can record early nest building sightings. 
Did you know that Long-tailed tits are early nest 
builders?     
 
How did you do in the RSPB Big Garden Birdwatch? 
Our top bird is the house sparrow at nine individuals, 
goldfinch second with five followed by dunnock and 
greenfinch equal third with three. The results of the 
2010 Birdwatch will appear on the RSPB website at 
the end of March. 
 
During March you should hear the first call of the 
Chiffchaff and I will have reports of the first 
sightings of frogspawn, much delayed due to the long 
cold spell of weather. 

Jenny Garne     
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The Garden in March 
 
 
Mid-February, and we should be thinking about 
getting down to some work starting off the new 
season in the garden. As I write this, it is still raining, 
though I believe that it is supposed to clear tonight to 
give a sharp frost by morning, and that will doubtless 
leave everything extremely slippery once again. 
When I ventured down the garden earlier today - in 
the rain - every step brought up a puddle round my 
feet - the whole area is one big swamp at present. 
Even the local pheasant was standing miserably 
hunched, outer feathers dripping, looking totally fed 
up. 
 
This Spring (will it ever come?) will be very much 
later than it has been over the last few years, 
although, going back twenty years or so, I imagine 
that it will be much the same as then. However, some 
plants are definitely very late this year. Ever since we 
moved here over twenty years ago, a single plant of 
Narcissus' Soleil d'Or', in the little bed by the front 
door, has had flowers open by Christmas or very 
shortly afterwards; this year the only flower stem is 
up, but not yet ready to open. And my pretty single 
pink Camellia 'Cornnish Spring', which usually starts 
to flower in December, has produced its first flowers 
only within the last couple of weeks. 
 
However, the Wintersweet started to flower as usual 
by the end of November, and is still doing well, 
although many blooms were frosted and blackened in 
January, but that was before the onset of the really 
cold spell. 
 
Last weekend, in her article in the 'Daily Telegraph', 
Sarah Raven wrote about going into her garden and 
picking an assortment of spring flowers to make a 
smallish vase, and I thought I would see what I could 
do here. I must say that I was quite surprised how 
much I managed to pick. Wintersweet was first on 
the list, but then I found Sarcococca (Christmas 
Box), Mahonia, with its lily-of-the-valley scent, my 
beautiful purple-spotted white hellebore, a spray of 
Helleborus foetidus, with its lime green flowers, pink 
and white heathers, two small heads of Iris  
 

 
 
foetidissima's scarlet berries, some snowdrops, and 
the odd leaf of Arum italicum maculatum, with its 
fresh green gold-veined leaves. These little bits and 
pieces made a delightful little vase with a lovely 
scent, which is still going strong. 
 
Enough of this idle chit-chat. 
 
Don't be in too much of a hurry this year to get on 
with the garden jobs - wait until the soil has dried out 
and warmed up enough to be able to work it 
comfortably, without it sticking too much to spade 
and boots, and crops sown later than usual will 
normally catch up in time. Try not to tread on the soil 
at all while it is so very wet - it can damage the 
structure of the soil, and take a long time to come 
back into good workable condition. 
 
If you can provide the right conditions for seed 
sowing under cover - a cold greenhouse, or a 
sheltered place outside against a south wall, you can 
sow early crops like broad beans in pots or boxes if 
they can be covered on cold nights. For more tender 
things like half-hardy annuals, a frost free place is 
essential - a window-sill in a warm place, but 
preferably out of the sun, at least once the seeds have 
germinated, is ideal. But don't start too early - once 
the seedlings are up, they will need to be moved into 
cooler, lighter conditions. If in doubt, wait a little 
longer for some warmer weather. 
 
If you grow sweet peas, why not try a few runner 
beans in the same row, there is nothing to beat the 
taste of freshly picked home grown beans - they beat 
anything you can buy, and they will crop over many 
weeks. 
 
Finally, if you can not work outside, get everything 
ready for the start, clean pots and boxes, compost to 
hand, seeds ready and waiting, tools all bright and 
clean, and sharpened, if necessary, then, when the 
weather finally relents, you will be able to go out and 
get going without having to hunt around for this and 
that, and waste precious time. Good growing! 

 

Pat Brooks

Bridge News 
 
Congratulations to Graeme Culshaw on winning the 
Crediton Bridge Club championship for 2009.  This 
is awarded to the player with the best total score for 
the whole year.   

 
 
Graeme is also organiser of the Thorverton Bridge 
Club which meets at the WI Hut on the first, third 
and fifth Fridays of the month. 
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Poetry 
The Primrose 

 
It is not elegant as the rose, 
Or exalted half as much; 
Yet it has no thorn upon its stem,  
To halt the children’s touch. 
 
Its perfume does not haunt the air, 
Or linger on the breeze; 
But somewhere, subtly, it is there 
And scented by the bees.  
 
Its colour is not exotic, 
Nor eye-catching its pose, 
Yet how we all look forward, 
To finding the first primrose!  
 

Doreen Beer 

 
The Maldivian Sky 

 
The clouds pass by the Maldivian sky 
Leaving indigo blue and the sun shining so high 
 
Crystal clear sea and soft white coral sand 
Romantically lovers stroll hand in hand 
 
The ray and the turtle swim side by side 
The crabs scurry sideways then burrow to hide 
 
A heron stands silently – perfectly still 
Till the dragonfly passes then it’s “crunch” with its bill 
 
 

The crows “squawk” high in the coconut trees 
The fruit bats swoop so elegantly with 
Wings spread wide they dart and glide 
Over dry land and away from the tide 
 
The waves lap the sand and the breeze sways the trees 
The perfect get-away – you unwind with such ease 
 
Drift out to sea on a raft made for two 
Watch the sky change to orange from blue 
Relax and doze off as the sun shuts her eyes 
Or gaze at the star filled velvet black sky 
 
The price is quite high but your stress levels dip 
When you view all the beauty your heart does a flip 
 
A once in a lifetime holiday it’s true 
If you fancy a trip there I’ll guide you! 
 

Alison Marshall 
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Twenty Five Years Ago 
Focus March 1985 

 
Hope Springs Eternal In The Human Breast 
If it did not, there would be no point in sending out 
all those seed catalogues. Some fall for the other sex, 
some for drink and some for drugs, but none get so 
firmly hooked as those sitting round a warm fire 
while outside the blizzard rages, their minds mazed 
with visions of beds of perpetually flowering plants 
and vegetable plots, the envy of their neighbours and 
despair of competitors. 
Previous season’s disappointments are all put down 
to weather, ranging from floods to droughts, birds, 
insects, cats and assorted rusts and moulds. A dream 
of exotic beauty, of balmy fragrance lulls their 
normal critical faculties into accepting all that the 
techni-coloured “literature” holds out that is to be 
theirs for a trifling sum and minimal effort.   
The last shop in Exeter closed a few years ago where 
requests for seed caused an assistant to select a small 
drawer from the serviced ranks behind the counter, 
take a small scoop and weigh out the required 
amount to be placed in a paper bag. Now wire stands 
abound in garages, supermarkets, chemists and 
almost any other shop, stacked with packets gaily 
illustrated with results so perfect that troubled 
industry, taxation and nuclear threats seem minor 
irritations. 
No doubt the vendors say there is a minimum size to 
a packet below which is not economic to sell-all the 
same, most packets have much more than any 
average gardener can use, unless they are like radish 
seed that seems viable for ever; many others will not 
germinate well, if at all, a season later. To share 
packets with other gardeners is the obvious answer 
but who then keeps the packet and who has to do 
with a few nearly indecipherable notes. To add to the 
disadvantages, if I select Brown’s Prize Fruity 
Tomatoes, why do my perverse friends want ‘ones’ 
Juicy Wonder or Smith’s Select Superior, when 
grown no one can tell the one from the other. 
Of recent years more and more seeds are 
encompassed in a pellet of fertiliser, which sounds 
wonderful until you work out the relative cost of the 
seed and fertiliser. Do you notice the sowing 
instructions seem to disregard the weather, the 
amount of land available and the state of the soil-
plant in May in rows 18inches apart at 9inch 
intervals, sow seeds eight of an inch deep, cover 
lightly-April has left the soil a quagmire; May is full 
of sharp frosts; you only have a patch 10ft. by 3ft. 
and your soil is a mixture of builders residue, broken 

glass, bones and the like; only incurable optimists 
with the patience of Job carry on hopefully. You 
kneel on the soggy ground, an icy blast freezes you 
to the marrow of your bones, your fingers are stiff 
with the cold; a furrow anything from nothing to 
1inch deep is scratched along an irregular line. 
Several seed eating birds gather around noting your 
actions. The seed is within a metal foil in a packet 
most difficult to open, but you persevere and view 
what looks like a pinch of snuff-surely this cannot be 
the source of- “ a riot of gorgeous grandeur flowering 
abundantly from June to October- a gust of wind and 
you start again on something heavier like 
Nasturtiums. 
Kestrel. 

 

TADS news 
World Premiere In Thorverton 

“HELL’S BELLS “, a comedy by James Muirden   
 
Thorverton Amateur Dramatics Society (TADS) will 
be performing the “World Premiere” of  “Hell’s 
Bells “, a play  by James Muirden, on April 16th and 
17th  
 
James is a local writer who has lived in Rewe for 
many years. You may know his rhyming books on 
Shakespeare, the Bible and the History of Britain, 
and perhaps his books on astronomy.  Though he has 
written a number of plays, none has as yet been 
staged nor published. TADS are privilged to be the 
first to stage one of his plays, “Hell’s Bells”. We 
chose this script for a local first performance for the 
following reasons : 
 
“Hell’s Bells” is a comic play rather than a comedy 
as such. There is much to laugh at throughout the 
play both at the witty repartee and the characters 
themselves. But there is more to it than that. The plot 
is gripping with several twists at the end. The 
characters face real-life problems, and the script 
gives the actors plenty to work with. There are some 
tense and some sad moments as well as comedy. Set 
in the country vicarage  of St Hellebore’s Church ,in 
the early 1990’s, the play follows the fortunes of  
vicar Philip, his wife Pauline, their family, and 
parishioners, when an unexpected visitor  turns up on 
their doorstep and changes their lives forever. 
 
Tickets will be on  sale from 15 March . Box Office  
01392 860489. 
£6 including supper. 8pm at Thorverton Memorial 
Hall Friday 176h April and Saturday 17th April. 
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Opera Speke 
Champagne, Good Company, Laughter, 
Balletophobia and a Bit of Singing. 

Opera Speke. Those that were there survived it – so 
we got that bit right! Ten people braved a cold 
February night here in Brampford Speke, and Opera 
Speke was born. The parents are as well as can be 
expected! 
 
David and I seem to have stumbled onto something 
that opera-lovers really want. What appears to be a 
missing piece of the jigsaw that is the magic of 
opera. Twenty two people have indicated that they 
plan to come to future screenings. The word has 
reached Exeter. The numbers grow by the day. The 
enthusiasm is infectious. All the people that were 
there have a passion for opera, but some, like me, are 
still novices. Others have a life-time of opera-going 
to share with us. 
 
Everyone was animated. Conversation flowed and 
friendships were struck up. We all soon relaxed into 
each other’s company and yet retained a little of the 
excitement of this being something new, something 
different. I’m sure I saw more than one pair of 
shining eyes as people went out into the night. I’m 
guessing that these informal get-togethers will come 
to mean a lot to us – I know I’m already looking 
forward to the next one.  
 
After we had watched a superb Blu-ray disk of opera 
excerpts in High Definition which often produced 
sighs and laughs, the conversation took a more 
serious tone as we debated the nature, structure and 
future programming of Opera Speke. David and I 

have always said that this thing is yours to make it 
what you will. And so you have. Different 
organisational structures and their associated 
financing were considered and rejected, and a very 
fluid, amorphous ‘framework’ adopted. In a sense, 
we don’t exist! There will be no club, no committee, 
no affiliation to other organisations, and no money 
will be involved. We will, in a very real sense, be 
just a group of friends who will meet once a month 
here at Heron Court to watch an opera of our 
choosing, laugh a bit, have a glass of wine and eat a 
few nibbles. By everyone bringing their own drinks 
and David and I providing crisps and nuts, no one 
person has a lot to do, and the evening is absolutely 
gratis! 
 
One decision was made that is of considerable 
importance. Opera Speke will now meet on the 
THIRD TUESDAY of the month, so the next 
meeting will be at 7pm on March 16th. It was 
decided that our first proper opera would be – no 
prizes for guessing – “La Boheme”! This is a 2008 
HD recording of a live Met Opera with Ludovic 
Tezier as Marcello, Ramon Vargas as Rodolfo, and 
Angela Gheorghiu as the ill-fated Mimi. Lavish 
production and sets by Franco Zeffirelli. Hosted by 
Renee Fleming. We’ll be sending out a pack of info 
about the opera to everyone who indicates that they 
are coming, a week before the screening. 
 
Thanks to all of you who came. For the rest of you, 
come on, you know you’ll love this! If you’d like to 
come, give me a ring on 841770. Happy opera-ing 

 

Jane Barnard-Smith 

 

Thorverton and District History Society 
 
AGM AND MEMBERS PRESENTATIONS 
The Chairman opened the meeting on a sad note as 
we paid our respects to two former members. The 
formal business of the AGM was efficiently 
expedited, the Officers and Committee being re-
elected. 
 
Our member speakers for the evening were Jane 
Lane talking on Sker House, Glamorganshire and 
David Massey on A World Championship. David 
kicked off his intriguingly titled talk by asking why 
one town grows into a vast city while another 
remains static – suggesting we will find the answer in 
either geography or history. 
 
To illustrate the point he chose the San Pedro, Los 
Angeles and Salt Lake Railway built in the early 

1900s, largely due to the energy and connections of 
Utah senator W. A. Clark. In response to the 
inhospitable and sparsely populated terrain, 
American railroads were usually divided into 
sections. These division points provided maintenance 
and repair facilities. One such point on the 774mile 
route is the town of Caliente and another is Las 
Vegas. Whilst the locations are similar in geography 
and climate, today Caliente is roughly the size of 
Thorverton and Las Vegas a sprawling metropolis. 
A photo ID parade of infamous but familiar Rat Pack 
members from the FBI’s wanted list followed, giving 
us a clue as to the likely reason behind this disparity  
- money. 
 
David concluded that whilst both towns has similar 
geographic attributes it was the money from the 
Mobsters and Howard Hughes and associates that 
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made the difference – history, thereby winning his 
World Championship. 

 

Jane’s interest in Sker House, west of Bridgend, 
brought us a little closer to home. The property was 
originally a grange supporting a nearby Cistercian 
Abbey. Inhabited since 1150, it fell into lay hands 
following the Black Death. 
 
It boasts literary connections with R D Blackmore, 
who spent his early childhood nearby, and later 
wrote The Maid of Sker. The Tubervilles who lived 
nearby may also have influenced Thomas Hardy’s 
Tess of the d’Urbervilles. Following the dissolution 
of the monasteries, the Tubervilles remained staunch 
Catholics and the isolation of Sker House is thought 
to have provided a safe refuge on many occasions. 
 

 
An early 1900 photo showed much of the building 
shrouded in ivy whilst one from 1970 a depicted it in 

a sorry state with one wing open to the sky and a 
gable wall relying on wooden trestles for support. 
 
Thanks to the work of a Building Preservation Trust, 
the property has been saved, renovated and re-sold, 
though not without loss of some Elizabethan 
mullioned windows and unavoidable alteration to 
appearance by the application of protective lime 
render. 
 
Neither the proximity of Porthcawl Golf Course nor 
the more distant Steel Works can today mask the 
remote beauty and isolation of this spot. 
 

Barrie Phillips 
 
 
[I apologise to the History Society for omitting 

mention of their February meeting within the Diary – 

Ed]  

 

Overstaffing at the Post Office? 
 

 
No.  This was our Post Office team on the first day of using the new computer system which Thorverton is 
amongst the first to trial.   
 
From left - Allison Toogood, Maddy (trainer), Katherine Gomme, Maggie (trainer), Sarah Crawford and Jane Lane 
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Thorverton Parish Information 
 
AIR AMBULANCE EMERGENCY - QUOTE NATIONAL GRID REFERENCE 
RECREATION GROUND – Sheet 192 SS 923019   MEMORIAL HALL FIELD – Sheet 192 SS 926019 

 
Bus services              See inside back cover 
Carers' Support Group Anne Higman, Wyndham House Surgery, Silverton. 860034. 
     Meetings - 3rd Wednesday of month, Wyndham House, 2.30-4.30 p.m. 
Church (C of E)   The Revd. Douglas Dettmer, The Rectory, Thorverton.  860332 

     The Revd. Sue Sheppard, Associate Minister, Autumn Haze, Rewe, 01392 841284 
     The Revd Hilary Dawson, Assistant Curate, The Vicarage, Stoke Canon, 01392 841928 
     Mrs Linda Dalton, Administration Manager, 07594 714590, linda.netherexe@btinternet.com 

 Church Wardens Peter Colebrook, Ockero, Thorverton.  861019.  
     Edwin Greed, Fortescue, Netherexe.  841231. 
 Consort   Mary Thomas, 1 The Glebe, Thorverton.  860730. 
 P.C.C. Treasurer  Jean Brown, Rydal Cottage, Bullen Street. 861176. 
 Friends of Thorverton Parish Church Trust   Emmie Aird, Kirkfoard, The Berry, Thorverton. 
Church (Baptist)  The Revd. Maurice Harrison, 01884 258599. 
    Secretary Phyllis Langdon,  860932.  

Services, notice board or Focus. 
County Councillor  Cllr. Mr. M. Lee.  01363 772671. 
District Councillor  Cllr. Mr. R. M. Deed.  01392 861258. 
Doctors     Dr  Jon Wride & Lynne Anderson / Drs Stead, O’Brien & Ziegler 
Electricity (Western Power) Report a loss of power: 0800 365 900   Bill Enquiries: 0800 365 000 
      Street lights 0870 556 1851  
Friends of Thorverton & Silverton Surgeries    Christine Walker,  881501 
Gas Emergency   0800 111999 
Leonard Trust   Chairman: R Hughes. Secretary: Mrs. E Hughes, 3 Dinham Mews, Exeter EX4 4EF 
Library (Exeter Mobile)      EVERY WEDNESDAY, 2.55pm to 3.15pm  in the Quarry Car Park 
Newspaper Reporter (Express & Echo)   Jane Ristic, 53 Silver Street, Thorverton.  860054 
Parish Council Chairman Cllr. Michael Ayre,  
Parish Clerk    Mrs Jane Lane, Stable House, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton.  861062. 
Parish Council Meetings 2nd Tuesday of month, at The Memorial Hall, 7.30 pm. 
Parish Allotments  Contact the Parish Clerk - 861062 
Parish Council Notice Board Situated in School Lane, opposite the Thorverton Arms. 
       IMPORTANT!- PLANNING APPLICATION NOTICES ARE DISPLAYED HERE. 
Pension Service  PO Box 93,  Plymouth  PL6 5WJ.      0845 60 60 265 
Police    Central Switchboard 24 Hours:  0845 2777444.  
Post Office Portacabin (TCT Ltd)  Quarry Car Park, Thorverton  EX5 5NG  860455 
     Mon. to Fri :  9 am.-1.00 pm.,    2 pm.– 5.30 pm.  
     Sat: 9 am.-12 noon      Sun:  9 am - 10.30 am for newspaper sales only 
     Business Manager:     Jill Blewett, Faircop, Jericho St, Thorverton 
     Chair and Company Secretary: Heather Kershaw, 25 The Glebe, 860419 
Public Telephone Kiosk Opposite the Church, outside the Bell Inn, Dinneford  St. 
School (C of E Primary)  Head Teacher: Tania Markham   860374. 
School Governors  Chair: Clive Hamblin Clerk: Jane Ristic, 53 Silver St.  860054 
School P.T.F.A.   Chair: Lisa Browning, 860609   Secretary: Hannah James, 861075 
     Treasurer: Damon Gill, 860176  
South West Water  24 Hour Emergency: 0800 169 1144.           Helpline: 0800 169 1133. 
Thorverton Millennium Chair: Dame Margaret Turner-Warwick, Pynes House,  
  Green Trust Silver Street  861173     Hon. Secretary: Shirley Hoole. 
Tiverton Volunteer Centre 28, Gold Street, Tiverton  EX16 6PY.  Judy Seymour, 01884 255734. 
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Thorverton Organisations 
 
Amateur Dramatic Society     Chair: Simon Ette, 861349 
  Secretary: Tori Elston, 881969 
  Meetings - Last Wednesday of each month at the W.I. Hut. 
Art Group  Barrie Phillips, Crossmead, School Lane, Thorverton. 860529  
  Meet Fridays during term-time at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 am-12.00. 
Arts Exchange Louise Page, Campion Cottage, Jerico St, 860509. 

  Monthly meetings in members’ homes at 8.0 pm. (see Diary) 
Association Football Club  Chairman: Andy Harris, 01392 851664 
  Secretary: David Gregory, 2 The Orchard, Brampford Speke, 841803. 
Bridge Circle Graeme Culshaw, 3 The Glebe, Thorverton 860203.  
  Meets 1st/3rd/5th Fridays at the W.I. Hut from 7.00 p.m.. 
Brownies’ Leader Hannah James, 0789 403 7133. 
  Meet Fridays during term-time at the W.I. Hut, 5.30-7.00 pm. 
Church Flower Club Meetings as advertised. 
Cricket Club Chair: Charles Kislingbury, Arley House, 19 Church St, Silverton.  860270 
     Secretary: M C Denford, 14 Moorlands, Tiverton EX16 6UF 01884 255076 
  Fixture Sec: J Meredith, 190 Mincinglake Rd, Exeter EX4 7DS 01392 272504 
Focus Magazine Chair: John Carter, Rewe.  841237 
  Editor: Neville Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062. 
  Secretary: Jane Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062. 
  Treasurer:  Barbara Uglow, 14 Cleaves Close, Thorverton. 860614. 
   Focus deliveries – John Carter, Rewe.  841237 
Friends of Silverton & Thorverton Surgeries 
  Coffee Mornings in The Royal British Legion Club, Silverton 
  held on the LAST THURSDAY of every month except December.  
Golf Society Players of Thorverton Care of Exeter Inn, 01392 860206 
History Society Chair: Bill Stamper, Dunelm, Raddon, Thorverton. 860214 
  Secretary: Phyllis Langdon, Ferndale, Bullen Street, Thorverton. 860932. 
Ladies Group Meet 2nd Thursday of month,  (Venue and time - see Focus Notices). 
Memorial Hall Committee  Chair/Key holder/Bookings: Mr Mike Shelton. Fir Tree House, Bullen Street. 
861027. 
  Treasurer: John White, Waters Ford, Milford Lane. 860827. 
  Secretary:  Jean White, Waters Ford, Milford Lane. 860827. 
Memorial Hall Market 2nd Saturday of the month, at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 - 11.00 am. 
Thorverton Pre-School   Contact: Sarah Mitchell (chair): 860450. 
  Mon 9.30am-12pm, Tues/Weds 9.30am-12pm & Lunch Club 12pm-1pm,  
  Thurs 9.15-11.45am; 12.45pm- 3.15pm & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm. during term-time, at Memorial Hall. 
Thorverton Ambling, Rambling and Tramping Society (TARTS) 
  Contacts : Caroline Prince 07749 775304 or Jean Brown 861176 
  See notices of walks in Old Post Office Window Bullen Street. 
Toddler Group Contact : Nic Fice 860318. 
  Wednesdays, during term-time, at the W.I. Hut, 9.45 a.m.-11.45.  
Rainbows  Contact Jean Pearn  860105, Penny Fice  861136,  
  Term-time, Tuesdays  4-5 pm at the W.I. Hut. 
Royal British Legion Chairman / Hon. sec:  Bill Stamper,  Dunelm,  Raddon, Thorverton. 860214 
  Hon. Treasurer: Emmie Aird. 
Women’s Institute Secretary: Susan  Maguire    01392 860631 
  Bookings:  Susan Maguire    01392 860631. 
  W.I. Meeting. 1st Tuesday of the month at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
  Whist, 3rd Tuesday of the month, at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
W.I. Market & Coffee   4th Saturday of the month at the W.I. Hut. 10.00 am. to 11.00 am. 
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Doctors’ Surgeries 
 

THE EXE VALLEY PRACTICE 
 

Dr JON WRIDE and Dr LYNNE ANDERSON 
 

 The Surgery, The Berry,   The Surgery, 3 Coach Road,  
 THORVERTON EX5 5NT  SILVERTON EX5 4JL 
 Tel: 01392 860273 (24 hours)  Tel: 01392 860176 (in surgery hours) 
 Fax: 01392 860654  Fax: 01392 861598 

www.exevalleypractice.co.uk 

Surgery Hours 
 

Mon. 2.30  -   4.30    Mon.     9.00  - 11.00  
Tue. 3.30  -   5.30             Tue.      9.00  - 11.00  
Wed. 10.30  - 11.30   Wed.     3:30 -    5:30   
Thu. 3.00  -   5.00               Thu.      9.00  -  11.00  
Fri. 9.00  - 12.00               Fri.        3.00  -    5.00 
 

The Surgeries are OPEN at the following times 
 

Mon.   8.30  - 12.45  &  2.00  - 6.00               Mon.      8.45  - 12.30 
Tue.    8.30  - 12.45  &  2.00  - 6.00               Tue.      8.45  - 12.00 
Wed.   8.30  - 12.45  &  2.00  - 5.00             Wed.        3.00  -   6.00 
Thu.    8.30  - 12.45  &  2.00  - 6.00        Thu.          8.45  - 12.30 
Fri.      8.30  - 12.45  &  2.00  - 4.00         Fri.           2.00  -   6.00 
 

REPEAT PRESCRIPTIONS  (Monday – Friday)   Please note that 48 hours notice is required for ALL 
repeat prescriptions.  Repeat Prescription line:    01392 861622 
 

 

 

WYNDHAM HOUSE SURGERY,  Fore Street,  SILVERTON,  EX5 4HZ 
Telephone 01392 860034                   www.wyndhamhousesurgery.co.uk 

Dispensary Hours:     Monday to Thursday:     09.00 – 13.00  &  14.00 – 18.00 
                                   Friday:                            09.00 – 13.00  &  14.00 – 17.00 

Please note The doctors are happy to speak to you on the phone instead of an appointment. Please 
request this from reception when you telephone. 
 Dr Jonathan STEAD Dr Anthony O’BRIEN Dr Emma ZIEGLER 
 
Monday 09.00 - 11.00 08.30 - 10.30   
 15.30 - 17.30 15.00 -  17.30      

Tuesday 09.00 - 11.00 09.00 -  12.00     
 15.30 - 17.30 15.00 -  17.30      

Wednesday 09.00 - 11.00  09.00 - 11.00  
 15.30 - 17.30  15.00 - 17.00   

Thursday  09.00 - 12.00 09.00 - 11.00   

Friday 09.00 - 11.00 09.00 - 12.00 09.00 - 11.00 
 Alt. weeks *15.00 - 16.00 Alt. weeks   
  (Urgent cases only)*      
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Waste Collection Dates for 2010 
 
a) Recycling and brown bins   b) General refuse 
 

Generally on Mondays unless stated 

 
March 1, 15 and 29     March 8 and 22 
April 13 (Tues) and 26    April 7 (Wed) and 19 
May 10 and 24     May 4 (Tues) and 17 
June 7 and 21     June 1 (Tues), 14 and 28 
July 5 and 19     July 12 and 26 
August 2, 16 and 31 (Tues)    August 9 and 23 
September 13 and 27    September 6 and 20 
October 11 and 25     October 4 and 18 
November 8 and 22     November 1, 15 and 29 
December 6 and 20     December 13 and 29 (Wed) 
 

 
 
 

 

Bus services 
Turner's Tours / Carmel Coaches (bus 678)  Mon-Fri. 10.09 from The Berry and the Baptist Chapel.  
Return 13.35 from Exeter bus station, Stand 5. 
 
Stagecoach (service 55B) Mon-Sat (except Bank Holidays)  
To Tiverton  07.54 (07.57 on Saturday), 08.55, 10.40, 12.40 14.40, 17.40, 18.20 from The Berry and Broadlands.  
Return from Tiverton bus station. 07.25, 09.30, 11.25, 13.25, 15.15, 18.30. 
 
To Exeter 07.53, 09.57 (10.02 on Saturday), 11.52, 13.52, 15.42 (15.52 on Saturday), 18.55 from The Berry and 
Broadlands.  
Return from Exeter bus station. 07.30, 08.30, 10.15, 12.15, 14.15, 17.15, 17.55  
 
Stagecoach 55 service runs every half-hour in each direction along the Exeter-Tiverton road, stopping at the 
Thorverton turn (the Ruffwell).  Please consult Stagecoach 55 Group timetable for details of this service. 
 
Stagecoach free service to Somerfield's, Broadclyst, from Broadlands on Tuesdays 14.00. 
 
Stagecoach offers a variety of concessions for regular commuters, shoppers, children, students and jobseekers as 
well as one-day unlimited-use Explorer tickets. Further details from Stagecoach: 01392 427711 or 01803 664500 
or www.stagecoachbus.com or www.devon.gov.uk/devonbus. 
 
Devonbus Timetable Information: call Traveline  0871 200 2233 Timetables available at the Post Office 
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Diary 2010 
Please notify FOCUS Editor of additions or changes. 

(Email: focusonthorverton@yahoo.co.uk or phone Neville Lane on 861062) 

 
MARCH 

Fri 5th Women’s World Day of Prayer, Parish Church, 11.00 am 
Sat 6th TARTS long walk, meet at the Bell Inn, 9.30 pm 
Thurs 11th Ladies’ Group, Southbrook, The Green, 7.45 pm 
 Arts Exchange, Winds, at Ockero, 8.00 p.m. 
Sat 13th Saturday Market, Memorial Hall, 9.30-11.00 a.m. 
Sat 20th Race Night at the Exeter Inn (for Pre-School) - Supper served from 7.30 pm, 8.00 pm start 
Mon 22nd Chatter Cafe recommences, WI Hut, 2.30 to 4.30 pm 
Wed24th Focus AGM, Baptist Chapel, 7.30 pm 
Fri 26th  Thorverton and District History Society, "The Tiverton Canal" at the WI Hut, 7.30 p.m.  
Sat 27th    Easter Market, 10.00 - 11.30 a.m. 
 
APRIL 

Thurs 8th WI Jumble Sale, 10.00 - 11.30 a.m. 
Sat 10th Saturday Market, Memorial Hall, 9.30-11.00 a.m. 
Mon 12th Allotment holders' meeting, at Exeter Inn, 7.30 p.m. 
Thurs 15th Arts Exchange, Weddings, at 25 The Glebe, 8.00 p.m. 
Fri 16th Hell's Bells, Thorverton Memorial Hall, 8.00 p.m. 
Sat 17th Hell's Bells, Thorverton Memorial Hall, 8.00 p.m. 
Fri 23rd  Thorverton and District History Society, "Freemasonry" at the WI Hut, 7.30 p.m.  
Sat 24th    WI Market and Coffee Morning at the WI Hut, 10.00 to 11.00am 
 Early music workshop, Thorverton church, 10.00 am - 4.45 pm 
 Informal free concert of the workshop's music, 4.15 p.m. 
 
MAY 

Sat 1st Saturday Market, Memorial Hall, 9.30-11.00 a.m. 
 May Ball, with the Thorvertones (Country Show fundraiser) at the Memorial Hall, from 8.00 pm 
Tues 11th-Fri 14th May  East Devon Arts Festival in the Parish Church, 10.00 a.m. - 8.30 p.m. daily 
Sat 15th Church Fair, in Dinneford Street, 2.00 p.m. 
Tue 18th Quiz in aid of Church Week Funds, Thorverton Arms, 7.30 p.m. 
Thurs 20th Entertainment at Thorverton School in aid of Church Week Funds, 7.00 p.m. 
Fri 21st Pledge Auction in aid of Church Week Funds, Exeter Inn 7.00 p.m. 
Thurs 27th Arts Exchange, Pastoral/Bucolic, at Newcourt Farmhouse, 8.00 p.m. 
Friday 28th   Thorverton and District History Society, "Windmills in the Devon Landscape", WI Hut, 7.30 p.m. 
Sun 30th Cleaves Close Reunion (see Notices) 
 

JUNE 
Sat 12th and Sun 13th Country Show at Ratcliffe Farm 
Thurs 17th Arts Exchange, Uplifting, at Campion Cottage, 8.00 p.m. 
Fri 25th   Thorverton and District History Society, Outside visit  
Sat 26th   WI Market and Coffee Morning at the WI Hut, 10.00 - 11.00 a.m. 
 
JULY 
Sat 10th Saturday Market, Memorial Hall, 9.30-11.00 a.m. 
Mon 12th Allotment holders' meeting, at Exeter Inn, 7.30 p.m. 
Thurs 22nd Arts Exchange, Water, Garden Cottage, 8.00 p.m. 
Sat 24th    WI Market and Coffee Morning at the WI Hut, 10.00 - 11.00 a.m. 
 
AUGUST 

Sat 14th Saturday Market, Memorial Hall, 9.30-11.00 a.m. 
Sat 28th    WI Market and Coffee Morning at the WI Hut, 10.00 - 11.00 a.m. 
 


