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Editorial 
 

 

This month you do not have the Thoughts Of Neville 

to read in this column, but mine. Since it is my last 

Focus that I will be helping to produce, Neville 

asked me if I would like to write this editorial. It has 

been eight years that I have helped on the production 

of Focus. At the time the production was a literally 

cut-and-paste process, with many of the articles 

coming in hand-written and having to be typed 

before being stuck in place. Roger Fieldhouse was 

editor at that time and I remember putting together a 

couple of pages as a mock-up of what Focus could 

look like if it was produced using word processor 

software. He was so pleased he gave me the unpaid 

job immediately! Lucky me. 

 

Well actually I was lucky, because I got to work with 

some wonderful people in producing what you are 

holding in your hands. These days there are no 

longer any hand-written letters or articles, it mostly 

comes on email, so the cut-and-paste process is the 

electronic kind, and as long as you remember to 

include all of the items from the emails that arrive 

over the month (76 this month) then everyone is 

happy. Of course, sometimes we do slip up and 

forget to include someone's carefully crafted prose, 

but it is the editor's job, not the assistant editor's job, 

to deal with irate contributors who feel they have 

been ignored. But I appologise to anyone who has 

had an article overlooked. The thing is, there is so 

much contributed to Focus that it is easy to let 

something slip by without being published. But don't 

stop contributing! The huge variety is what makes 

Focus so interesting to read. 

 

An added benefit of working on the production of 

Focus has been to read probably more of the text 

than most people do, so I am kept up to date with 

what has been, and will be, happening in Thorverton 

and the surrounding area. I think my favourite reads 

in Focus have been the W.I. reports and Nature 

Notes. I'm not going to say why, just simply a big 

Thank You to Sylv and Jenny who write them. 

 

Of course, in this day and age nothing is complete 

without a "web presence", and Focus, is there in all 

its glory. We get the occasional email from someone 

far away who has discovered our web repository of 

back-issues that I maintain. I will continue to do this 

(provided the editor sends me the PDF versions to 

publish on the web site) so you can always search for 

old letters, or articles long after the dog has eaten 

your paper copy of Focus. 

 

Well, that is all from me as Assistant Editor, 

although I will continue to contribute the ocassional 

article on some computing topic that I think you may 

find interesting. 

 

Rob Purvis, Assistant Editor 
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Letters 
From Brenda and John Harris, Dinneford Street 
We would like to thank everyone who came to our 

40
th
 anniversary party on 29 January. It was a 

complete surprise to me. John and my family 

managed to keep it a secret from me for over a 

month. Thank you all for cards and gifts and a big 

thank you to all who were involved in the catering, 

decorating, invitations going out, everything. It was 

lovely to see so many friends and family there. When 

we leave the village on Johns' retirement we will 

miss all our friends made here over the last twenty-

one years. Thank you all again for a wonderful, 

surprise, party. 

 

 

From S Crang, Chairman of the Parish Council 
On 5

th
 May, in addition to the Referendum on the 

voting system and the District Council elections, 

Parishioners may have the opportunity to vote for 

members of the Parish Council. This will happen if 

there are more nominations for Councillors than 

places on the Council, and I am writing on behalf of 

the Council to urge anyone on the electoral roll in 

Thorverton Parish who wishes to serve as a 

Councillor to contact the Parish Clerk for a 

nomination pack. 

 

 

From Sue Massey 
I wish to thank, most sincerely, everyone who has 

offered prayers, sent such kind messages, cards and 

flowers, and given help in day to day living, during 

the time of my hip surgery and convalescence. It has 

meant, and continues to mean, more than I can say. 

 

 

From Mary Stevens, Silver Street 
I would like to thank everyone for all their help and 

kindness since my knee operation. I appreciate all the 

phone calls, cards and visits very much. 

 

 

From Sally Rookes of Higher Poole 
Twelve months ago, in my letter to Focus, I 

despaired of drivers who were tossing empty drink 

bottles out of the car window along the road from 

Berrysbridge to Heathfield, Nomans Chapel and 

Poole.  Following my letter there was a marked 

improvement and since the summer the verges have 

been free of glass. 

 

If this was the power of Focus at work, I hope this 

will now extend to those drivers who dispose of 

plastic bottles, cans, foil and plastic wrapping along 

this same stretch of road, and also the road to Chapel 

Corner and Raddon Cross. 

 

The glass menace has been replaced by unsightly 

garbage, although recent observations suggest it may 

be returning.  To witness the verges and hedgerows 

defaced in this way is depressing. 

  

As a keen walker and one who values the countryside 

around our village, the need to collect up this waste 

is compelling. 

 

 

From Emmie Aird of Kirkfoard, The Bury 
I would like to express my thanks for all the good 

wishes I received on my 90
th
 birthday in February. 

 

I enjoy good health, so was able to celebrate it in the 

appropriate way! 

 

I hope to continue this for the next ten years!! 

 

 
 

Pictured above - Emmie Aird and Keith Sutherland 

of The City of Exeter Pipes and Drums, photo by Liz 

Fraser (Emmie's niece). He played a melodie of 

Scottish tunes as well as 'Happy Birthday' to Emmie 

before she joined her family, including her brother 

Will, his daughter Anne Theobald and her family, 

and her Scottish niece Liz Fraser and her husband 

Fred, for a celebratory lunch. 
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From Roger Fieldhouse, Jericho Street 
By the time the Parish Council election is held in 

May I shall have served on the Council for about 

four-and-a-half years. I believe it is beneficial both to 

the Council and the parish to have a regular turn over 

of membership so that new viewpoints and ideas 

inform the Council‟s deliberations and decisions.  

For this and other personal reasons I have decided 

not to stand for re-election in May. I rather hope that 

a younger person, preferably female, will take my 

place, giving a better balance to the Council‟s 

membership and making it more representative of the 

parish as a whole. There are some interesting and 

important issues to be tackled in the foreseeable 

future including whether and where there should be 

some low-cost houses built, and whether there should 

be a new burial ground in the parish when the 

present one become full. And of course there is all 

the regular parish maintenance to be undertaken and 

planning matters to consider. So there is a 

worthwhile job to do. Anyone interested in standing 

should contact the Parish Clerk, Jane Lane, for 

information about how to proceed. 

 

 

From Stephen Toogood, Dinneford Street 
I would like to convey my heartfelt thanks to all 

those lovely people who sent me good wishes, cards, 

and even presents on my recent birthday, and who 

were kind enough to join us in the Dolphin on 

Saturday 19
th
 February. 

 

Allison managed to keep the whole thing a complete 

surprise, so it was doubly enjoyable. I‟ll do my best 

to thank you all personally, but I‟ve never had so 

many cards... I could have done without all the „you 

are 60‟ stuff, frankly, but if you must gloat... 

 

 

Focus needs you! 
 

Yes, we need more help please. We have a vacancy for a Chairman, Treasurer and 

Assistant Editor. If we can‟t find people to fill these posts Focus may struggle to 

continue. Time to get involved in helping to produce a village magazine that we can be 

proud of? – then please let the Editor know or come along to the Focus AGM and 

volunteer then: 
 

FOCUS AGM 

 

Wednesday 9th March 

 

From 7.30pm 

 

In the Baptist Chapel 
 

We would be very pleased to see representatives from village organisations at the meeting to help shape 

Focus, irrespective of whether you wish to be involved as a Focus post-holder. 
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Thorverton Parish Council  

 

Report of the February meeting of the 

Parish Council 
 

 
 

Affordable Housing 

It was reported that Councillors and the Clerk had delivered over 500 copies of the Housing Needs Survey to 

households in Thorverton, Cadbury, Latchmoor and Upexe. The Church Commissioners‟ agents and those of the 

Diocese had been informed that the survey was underway. 

 

Annual Parish Meeting 

The meeting this year will take place at the Memorial Hall on Tuesday, 26
th
 April at 8pm.  It was hoped that Mr 

John Scott of the Community Council of Devon would attend to talk on the Housing Needs Survey and associated 

matters. 

 

Parish Elections 

Parishioners are encouraged to consider standing for the Council in the forthcoming elections. 

Statutory notices will be displayed on the Parish Notice Board in School Lane and in the press at the appropriate 

time but information is currently available on MDDC‟s website (www.middevon.gov.uk).  The nomination period 

will run from Monday, 21
st
 March to noon Monday, 4

th
 April 2011 and nomination packs will be available from 

MDDC and also from the Parish Clerk.  

 

Other Parish Matters 

 Several Cllrs had a site meeting with an official from DCC Highways to consider a possible route for the 

proposed pathway down to the cricket club.  The south side of the road was deemed the more suitable for 

this, but the cost – an estimated £40,000 for a 100m strip –was likely to be prohibitive.  C/Cllr Michael 

Lee is therefore making enquiries to find out whether the Parish Council can itself commission the work, 

and what the implications of this might be. 

 Residents will no doubt be pleased to hear that DCC have confirmed that the gritting route –which used to 

run from the Ruffwell as far as the Thorverton Arms – is to be extended up to the Broadlands bus stop.  

Additional grit bins have been ordered for Jericho Street, the Glebe and opposite the sheep dip in 

Dinneford Street. 

 Cllr Ayre was pleased to report that Highways had now cleared out ditches at Raddon and had also cut 

back the roadside verges as far as Chapel Corner. 

 Cllrs Mitchell and Spivey had repaired the old sign post at Jubilee Green.  The Council was grateful to Mr 

Mat Askham of Dinneford Street who had provided the wood for this purpose free of charge. 

  Cllr Crang was arranging for the end part of the retaining wall at Leigh Gardens, which has been 

repeatedly demolished and rebuilt, to be removed. 

 

 

The next Parish Council meeting will take place in the Memorial Hall on Tuesday, 8
th
 March 2011 at 7.30pm. an 

agenda is displayed on the Parish Notice Board prior to meetings and the minutes are displayed there once they 

have been approved by Councillors. 

Jane Lane, Parish Clerk 
 

Telephone: 01392 861062, email:Thorvertonclerk@aol.com 

 

http://www.middevon.gov.uk/
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Memorial Hall News 

 
Saturday Market 

It was a lovely sunny morning for the market this 

month, which saw a lot of customers purchasing at 

the stalls and having a breakfast, thanks to Penny and 

the team which saw two new faces Anna and Di, 

helping this month. 

 

We have had a request from the Bric a Brac stall, 

that if any of you are having a spring clean or a sort 

out of cupboards drawers etc, they would be very 

grateful for any of your unwanted items. 

 

February prize winners were: 

Ham Dinner - Mrs Bentley Miller 

Bottle of Sparkling Rose - Ivor Payne 

Box of Thorntons Chocolates - Angie Delve 

Pastimes Scented Candle - Roy Jones 

 

Thorverton Memorial Hall 

Saturday Market 12 March 

9-30 to 11.00 a.m. 

Breakfast Bar Tea and Coffee 

Fruit and Vegetable Stall 

Cake Stalls, Pork Stall 

Books Jewellery Cards 

Bric a Brac 

Draw and more 

 

Notice Board  

 
 

Church Spring Clean: Inside and Out 

 

Saturday 2nd April 

10.00am. 

 

 

Thorverton Church Consort Practices 

 
Thursdays at 7.45 p.m. to 9 p.m. in church, 
March 3

rd
, 17

th
, 31

st 
April 14

th
, 28

th
  

May 12
th
, 26

th
 

June 16
th
, 30

th
 

July 7
th
 

July 14
th
 Party 

  

Junior Consort practices 

 
Mondays, 3.30 p.m. to 4.30 pm., in school 
March 14

th
, 28

th 
April 4

th 
May 9

th
, 16

th
, 28

th
  wedding 

June 13
th
, 27

th
 

July 14
th
 - party + family 

 
 

EASTER MARKET 
 

W I Hut 

Sat March 26
th 

 - 10am-11/30am 

Various stalls 

Coffee/bacon baps/bisc 

Special Easter raffle 

 

All welcome 

 
 

Charity No 229868 
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Thorverton Arts Exchange 
 

At Arts Exchange meetings we share our 

enthusiasms for writing, music, painting, film, craft 

etc. with one another. 

 

Usually there is a theme to our choices, but 

occasionally an individual member will take 

responsibility for a whole evening. 

 

The meetings take place in members' homes at 8.00 

p.m. on Thursdays. The next meetings are: 

 
March 10

th
 Song, Cubberley House 

April 7
th

 Earth, Campion Cottage 

May 19
th

 Pink, 25 The Glebe 

June 9
th

  Strange Experiences, Newcourt 

  Farmhouse 

July 21
st
 Work, Pynes House 

New members are always welcome. For further 

information contact Louise Page or Rob Purvis, 

Campion Cottage 860509. 

 

Thorverton Allotment Holders Meeting 
 

The next quarterly meeting will be held on 

 

Tuesday 5
th

 April 2011 

at 19.30 

at The Exeter Inn 
 

 

Exe Valley Film Society 

 

Proudly presents our next screening: 

Made in Dagenham (15) 
 

Director: Nigel Cole. Starring: Sally Hawkins, Bob 

Hoskins, Miranda Richardson 

 

True story, filmed in 2010, behind the Ford 

Dagenham workers‟ strike in 1968 which led to the 

Equal Pay Act. Funny and touching moments, strong 

performances and a great example of the tensions 

between achieving a positive outcome and the 

personal sacrifices along the way. 

                           

Date: Thursday 31
st
 March at Brampford Speke 

Villahe Hall. Doors open 7.30 for 8pm start. Bring a 

bottle and a glass and enjoy the free popcorn. 

Members £1, guests £5. All welcome. Enquiries: 

01392 840072 

 

 

WE R BACK 

 

Sylv & Anne‟s CHATTER CAFÉ 

 

Re-opens Mon March 14
th
 - WI Premises 

2-30pm to 4-30pm - Every Monday 

Excluding Bank Holidays 

 

Look forward to seeing you 
 

Charity number 229868 

 

 
 

Crafty fundraiser in Brampford Speke 

Calling all creative crafters. Book a table now for 

Brampford Speke‟s new event – a craft fair in aid of 

St Peter‟s Church. 

 

The fair is to be held in the church (and outside if the 

weather is fine) on Saturday, May 28
th
 from noon to 

4pm. Tables should be booked in advance at a cost of 

£6 per table. Contact organiser Cynthia Street on 

01392 841975 for more details. 

 

There will also be cake and plant stalls, refreshments 

and a prize draw – all in aid of church funds. 

 

“I know we have many creative people living in the 

area and this event will give them a new venue to 

showcase their talents,” said Cynthia. “We hope to 

have a wide range of stalls to offer something for 

everyone.” 
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Street Parties 

If a street party is being planned for the Royal 

Wedding, the organisers will have to apply to Devon 

County Council for permission to use the highway. 

There is a special application form and declaration of 

responsibility. There is no fee, but completed 

applications do have to be in by 24
th
 March. 

 

 
 

Great British Fish & Chip Supper 
Friday 20

th
 May 2011 

 

Want to do something different? Want to raise 

money where you live or work? Want to eat Fish and 

Chips, while raising money for charity? Hold a fish 

and chip supper on Friday 20
th
 May 2011 whilst 

raising awareness of spinal cord injury and 

supporting SIA‟s information and support services. 

You can hold a fish and chip supper in your own 

home, at work or hold a larger supper at your local 

community centre. 

 

SIA will provide a fundraising pack containing hints 

and tips, recipes, invitations and donation envelopes. 

By inviting 7 friends and asking them to donate an 

additional £5.00 means you will raise at least £35.00 

from your supper but we will also give you 

additional fundraising ideas to raise even more 

money for SIA. 

 

Last year we had over 100 suppers taking part in 

England and Wales and we raised £6,000. In 2011 

we want to double that figure and ensure we can 

provide more support to spinal cord injured people. 

 

The money raised from the suppers will help the 

Spinal Injuries Association offer support to 

individuals who become paralysed and their families, 

from the moment a spinal injury occurs, and for the 

rest of their lives by providing services and 

publications which enable and encourage paralysed 

people to lead independent lives. Every year in the 

UK over 1,000 people experience a spinal cord 

injury and there are an estimated 40,000 spinal cord 

injured people in the UK alone.  

 

Community Fundraising Officer, Elizabeth Wright, 

says, “The Fish and Chip Supper is a wonderful 

opportunity for a great evening with friends and 

family. We are also encouraging people who work to 

hold a Fish and Chip Lunch in their work places to 

raise even more funds. You may be even a local 

community group wanting to run a fun evening with 

your group. 

 

Be a part of something special and make a real 

difference to help spinal cord injured people gain 

access to the information and support they need to 

enable them to live full and independent lives.” For 

more information or request a fundraising pack call 

Elizabeth Wright on 0845 678 6633 xtn 229 or email 

fishandchips@spinal.co.uk or visit www.spinal.co.uk 

Elizabeth Wright 
Donor Development Officer, Spinal Injuries Association 

Registered Charity No 1054097 
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National Census - 27 March 2011 
We have had a census - a count of the population - in 

the UK every ten years. Everyone is asked to tell a 

bit about themselves to help census users decide how 

best to plan and deliver the everyday services we all 

need – like housing, education, healthcare and 

transport.  

 

 

The census will take place on 27 March 2011 and 

you will receive your questionnaire in the middle of 

March. It is a legal requirement to complete the 

census. For more information go to 

www.2011.census.gov.uk. 

 

Neville Lane 

Thorverton Open Gardens 

 

We are currently planning a Thorverton Open 

Gardens event to raise money for the Pre School. It 

will be held on the afternoon of Sunday 26th June. 

We have a selection of people kind enough to open 

their gardens to the public but would love a few 

more! Gardens large or small, local to  Thorverton; 

please note they do NOT have to be immaculate! For 

more details please contact Katie Vanstone on 01392 

860978 

 

 

 

Exe Valley Film Society 
The Exe Valley Film Society donated £100 towards 

the cost of decorating the space in Brampford Speke 

village hall behind the stage and between the kitchen 

and toilet area. In addition, a number of Film Society 

members and supporters turned out on Saturday 12
th
 

& Sunday 13
th
 February in order to slap the paint on. 

The results are that the space is now much brighter 

and welcoming and we would welcome your views 

on it when you next visit the hall. Many thanks to 

Roger Duggan, Claire Harper, Sarah Scott, Richard 

Tillett, Rosie Tillett, Jim Franklin, David Brook, 

Emma Tallack, Gregg Dawe, Mary Greener and 

thanks to Gwen for the cake! A great example of 

users of the village hall making a contribution to this 

fabulous shared space. 

 

 

Devon-wide 
Interestingly, on the day that February‟s Focus was 

published with its first Devon-wide page, which 

included an article on crime mapping and gave the 

address of the national crime mapping website, that 

website crashed because so many people tried to 

access it. The power of Focus! 

 

Bus passes – Changes from 1 April 

 

Due to changes in legislation, District Councils‟ 

responsibility for bus passes ends on 31
st
 March, 

with Devon County Council taking over direct 

responsibility for concessionary bus travel within its 

area from 1
st
 April. Devon was handed £7m of 

Government funding to operate the scheme, but it is 

expected to cost the authority around £12.35m to run. 

 

Devon County Councillor Stuart Hughes said: “It‟s 

disappointing that we have effectively been short-

changed, and by being handed the concessionary 

travel scheme, we‟re facing a double whammy. The 

shortfall in funding we‟re receiving for the 

concessionary bus pass has piled extra pressure on 

our services, and that is on top of the cuts that we 

have to make as a result of reduced Government 

funding. In our proposed cuts to public transport, we 

have tried to avoid just cutting the most expensive 

rural routes to try to ensure that communities are not 

cut off from their last remaining services – but 

thinning out, rather than cutting, services, will still 

inconvenience many passengers. We therefore need a 

fair deal.” 

 

Residents who already have a national bus pass do 

not need to register with Devon County Council 

unless their circumstances have changed, because all 

national bus passes remain valid and their 

information will automatically transfer from the 

district councils. All new applicants living in Devon 

County Council‟s area should contact the 

Concessionary Bus Travel team. 

 

From 1
st
 April the national bus pass will be valid for 

free travel throughout Devon County Council‟s area 

all day on Saturday, Sunday, public holidays and 

from 9:30am to the end of service on week days. The 

national bus passes will be valid for free travel 

before 9:30am in areas with infrequent bus services, 

where there is a journey on a service before 9:30am 

but none between 9:30am and 11am on that service. 

A current list of services where exemptions apply to 

the valid times is available on request from the 

http://www.2011.census.gov.uk/
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Concessionary Bus Travel Team. These valid times 

will apply across the whole of Devon County 

Council‟s area and on all bus operator networks. 

A Devon companion pass will also be introduced 

from 1
st
 April and will be available on application to 

all eligible residents of Devon County Council. This 

companion pass will be issued to severely disabled 

resident national bus pass holders who are only able 

to travel by bus with the assistance of a travelling 

companion. The companion pass will be valid for 

free travel for one companion travelling with the 

disabled national bus pass holder and the same times 

as the national pass. Details and Devon companion 

pass application forms are available from the 

Concessionary Bus Travel Team. 

 

Everyone living in Devon County Council‟s area 

who is eligible for the national bus pass should 

contact the Concessionary Bus Travel team on 01392 

383688 or 01271 383688with any enquiries about 

concessionary bus travel in Devon from 1
st
 April 

2011.  

 

New bridge over the M5 

 

I am sure that some of you will have noticed a new 

bridge across the M5 just north of junction 29. The 

main span of the new £3.75m pedestrian and cycle 

bridge over the M5 at Redhayes was successfully 

lifted into place one weekend in February. One 

hundred metres in length, with a twin-arch bowstring 

structure, the bridge weighs more than 230 tonnes. 

 

It is the first of many steps aimed at developing the 

infrastructure and helping to grow the economy east 

of Exeter by improving transport links and reducing 

congestion. The bridge is the first on the UK road 

network to be designed and constructed to the new 

Eurocode design standards, which are currently 

being introduced across all EU member states. It is 

expected to be opened in April. 

 

Book review 

 

Eagle-eyed readers will notice that my first two 

reviews are not of new books. This is because my aim 

is more at bringing to readers’ attention books of 

Devon interest that they might like to acquire or at 

least borrow – Ed. 

 

The Pilgrim‟s Guide to Devon‟s Churches by 

Nicholas Orme 

 

Professor Nicholas Orme will be well known to 

many Thorverton villagers, particularly churchgoers. 

His guide to Devon churches has an entry for every 

church in the county. The individual church entries, 

many colourfully written, were provided by 

churchwardens, vicars and others; Nicholas Orme 

prefaces the entries by two excellent sections on the 

history of churches over two thousand years and on 

understanding Devon‟s churches. Church entries are 

divided into ten geographic sections, which is most 

helpful, although I did find the key maps for each 

section hard to follow without any place names on 

them. That is a minor criticism of what is a very 

useful reference book and one that I always consult 

before we go to a part of the county that I am 

unaware of in case there is an interesting church that 

we should take a look at. At £7.99 this was a very 

worthwhile acquisition to my library. 

 

 

Opera Speke 
Opera Speke evenings leave everyone really excited 

and elated. They are a heady mixture of music and 

drama from the opera itself, screened on a large high-

definition screen, and the buzz of food, wine and 

sparkling conversation of the interval party. Make no 

mistake, they really are parties, with wonderful food 

and wine and the sound of laughter. 

 

What is more, these events are free! We ask people 

to bring wine and food to share, which they love to 

do. People also freely make a donation of a few 

pounds to cover our expenses. 

 

Our next opera is on Tuesday March 15
th
 at 7pm. We 

are showing L‟Orfeo, one of the very first operas, 

first performed in 1607 by the great composer, 

Monteverdi. The music is sublime - not to be missed. 

And don‟t forget the party! 

 

If you‟d like to come, just give me a call. Seats are 

limited, so be quick! 

 

Jane Barnard-Smith 

01392 841770 
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Parish Church Services and News 
 

MARCH 2011 SERVICES & INFORMATION 

The Church of England welcomes you! 

The Netherexe Parishes 
 A Mission Community in the Diocese of Exeter  

www.netherexe.org 

6 March 2011 Next Before Lent  

 
08:00 am Holy Communion [BCP] Newton St Cyres   HD 

10:00 am Service With A Smile ☺ Brampford Speke   Lay-Led & HD 
10:00 am Service of The Word   Poltimore  Lay-Led  
10:00 am Holy Communion [C] Thorverton    DD & 
    Mr T Thompson 

11:15 am Service of The Word  Rewe  Lay-Led  
11:15 am Holy Communion [C] Upton Pyne   HD 
06:30 pm Evening Prayer [BCP] Cadbury  HD 
06:30 pm Evening Prayer [BCP] Newton St Cyres  DD 

 

9 March 2011 Ash Wednesday 

 
07:30 pm Mission Community Service [C] Rewe  DD & HD 
 Ash Wednesday Liturgy & Holy Communion  

 

13 March 2011 Lent 1 

 
09:00 am Holy Communion [C] Brampford Speke   DD 
10:00 am Family Service of the Word Newton St Cyres   Lay-Led 
10:00 am Holy Communion [C] Stoke Canon   HD 
11:15 am Holy Communion [C] Rewe  DD 
06:30 pm Evening Prayer [BCP] Huxham  HD  
 

20 March 2011 Lent 2 
 
09:00 am Holy Communion [C] Upton Pyne   DD 
10:00 am Holy Communion [C] Cadbury  DD 
10:00 am Holy Communion [C] Cowley   HD 
10:00 am Holy Communion [C] Poltimore   SS 
10:00 am  Lent Reflection  Thorverton   HW 
  Joint with Baptist Church 

12:00 noon Baptism Thorverton   HD 
05:00 pm Confirmation & Holy Communion  [C] Stoke Canon    Bishop of Crediton  

  

27 March 2011 Lent 3 
 
09:00 am Holy Communion [C] Huxham   DD 
10:00 am Holy Communion [C] Newton St Cyres   HD & JD 
10:00 am Service of The Word  Stoke Canon    Lay-Led  
10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Thorverton   CH  
10:00 am Service of The Word & APCM Upton Pyne   DD  
11:15 am Holy Communion [C] Rewe  AS 
06:30 pm Joint Service Brampford Speke Baptist Chapel ST & HD 

   Joint with Brampford Speke church 

06:30 pm Evening Prayer & APCM [BCP] Cadbury  DD  
06:30 pm Evening Prayer  [BCP] Poltimore   T Thompson & JD 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.netherexe.org/
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3 April 2011 Lent 4 & Mothering Sunday  
 
08:00 am Holy Communion [BCP] Thorverton   DD 

10:00 am Service With A Smile ☺ Brampford Speke   Lay-Led  
10:00 am Service of The Word   Cadbury  Lay-Led  
10:00 am Family Service & Holy Communion [C] Newton St Cyres    HD 
10:00 am Family Service of The Word   Poltimore   Lay-Led  
10:00 am  Family Service   Stoke Canon    Lay-Led  
10:00 am Family Service  Thorverton   JD 
11:15 am Service of The Word   Rewe    Lay-Led  
11:15 am Holy Communion & Baptism [C] Upton Pyne   DD  

 

Services in the Netherexe Parishes 
Your parish churches aim to provide a variety of service types to meet the needs of the whole 
community.  Most Sunday services except those early in the morning include hymns and music 

Everyone is welcome at all services 
 

‘Service with a Smile’ ☺   These Family Services are designed for all ages 

Brampford Speke & Stoke Canon  and with the needs of young children especially in 

and Family Services Thorverton and mind.  They are informal and contemporary in 

Newton St Cyres    style, often including a children’s activity at the   
      beginning; without communion.  Services usually last  
      about 35 minutes and are followed by refreshments 
 

Young People’s Group [YPG]  Young people’s group meeting during the 10 am   
      service at Thorverton on the first Sunday of the month  
      in school term time 

Holy Communion  [C]  Traditional service in contemporary language [one hour] 

Holy Communion  [T]  Traditional service in traditional language [one hour] 

Holy Communion  [BCP]  Traditional service in traditional language [one hour] 

Service of the Word  [SW]  Morning or Evening Service [without communion] in  
      contemporary language, often Lay-Led 

Morning Prayer  [BCP]  Traditional Morning Service [Mattins] from the Book of  
      Common Prayer [about an hour] 

Evening Prayer or  [BCP]  Traditional Evening Service from the Book of Common 

Choral Evensong    Prayer [about an hour] 

 

DAILY SERVICES – Usual pattern 

 
Monday  09:00 am  Morning Prayer at Stoke Canon Chapel 
Tuesday  09:00 am  Morning Prayer at Stoke Canon Church 
Tuesday  06:00 pm  Evening Prayer at Rewe 
Wednesday  09:00 am  Morning Prayer at Thorverton 
Thursday  09:00 am  Morning Prayer at Thorverton 
Thursday  05:00 pm  Evening Prayer at Newton St Cyres 
Friday  09:00 am  Morning Prayer at Thorverton 
Saturday  09:00 am  Morning Prayer at Thorverton 

 

Variations:  Tues    1
st
 Mar  No Morning Prayer at Stoke Canon 

  Mon   7
th
 Mar  No Morning Prayer at Stoke Canon Chapel 

  Fri  11
th
 Mar No Morning Prayer at Thorverton  

  Fri  18
th
 Mar No Morning prayer at Thorverton 

  Thu 24
th
 Mar No Morning Prayer at Thorverton  

  Fri  25
th
 Mar 9 am Morning Prayer & 9:15 am Holy Communion at Thorverton 

      The Annunciation  
  Sat   26

th 
Mar No Morning Prayer at Thorverton 

  Wed  30
th
 Mar  Holy Communion at Thorverton [09:30 am] 
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Who’s Who …..? Abbreviations Key 
 

DD The Revd. Douglas Dettmer Rector   01392 860332 
SS The Revd. Sue Sheppard Associate Minister 01392 841284 
HD The Revd. Hilary Dawson Assistant Curate 01392 841928 
JD The Revd. Julia Dallen Assistant Curate 07733 673842 
 
AB Mrs Annabel Branney GK Mrs Gwynneth Keehner JSd Mr John Sandford 
BB Mrs Bridget Boxall JM Preb John Mapson GSd Mr Guy Sheppard 
DB Mr David Boxall SM The Revd Sue Martin AS The Revd Alan Simmons 
CC Mr Chris Cook VM Mrs Valerie Mills JSt Mrs Julie Stirling 
JC Mrs Jane Cook MOJ Mrs Maureen Owen-Jones ST The Revd Simon Taylor 
VC Mrs Veronica Clarke DP Mr David Perrott PW The Revd Peter Webb  
CF Mrs Catriona Fursdon GP Mrs Gerda Perrott HW The Revd Harold Whitty 
CH The Revd Chris Hughes VP Mrs Valerie Pritchard  
VH Mrs Valerie Hanson GSm Mr Geoff Saltmarsh  
 

Family Services of the Word marked ☺ are led by Lay Teams 
 

For more information about the Netherexe Parishes please see www.netherexe.org  

or contact: 
Mrs Margaret Lowe [Administrator] 
Tel: 07594 714590 - Tuesday & Thursday [08:30 – 16:30] 
Email: margaret.admin@netherexe.org 
Correspondence:  The Netherexe Parishes, PO Box 734, Stoke Canon, Exeter, EX5 4WP. 
 

Would you like a lift to church? 

May we offer you a lift to the parish church or to a joint service elsewhere?  

For transport to Sunday services from locations in Thorverton parish, please ring Steve Rendell 
on [01392] 860780. 

To arrange a lift to the weekday Holy Communion at Thorverton please ring Margaret Turner -
Warwick on [01392] 861173 

For transport from locations in Newton St Cyres parish please contact Mrs Charlotte Dyer on [01392] 
851618 

For transport from Cowley parish please contact Major Clive Rendle on [01392] 257389 

For transport from Rewe please contact Guy Sheppard on 01392 841284 

 

Annual Meetings for your Parish 

 

The Meeting of Parishioners elects the churchwardens of the parish. It is open to (i) all residents of the 
parish who are listed as such on a register of local government electors, and (ii) non-residents whose 
names are on the Church Electoral Roll for the parish. 

The Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM) immediately following the Meeting of Parishioners is 
open to all members of the Church Electoral Roll for the parish. It chooses representatives for the parish 
in church councils and synods, receives the annual accounts of the Parochial Church Council, and 
reviews the life and work of the local church over the preceding year. Please plan to attend these 
important and informative annual meetings for your parish. 

Brampford Speke – Thursday, April 7 at 7.30pm at the Lazy Toad, Brampford Speke 

Cadbury – Sunday, April 3 at 7pm in the Parish Church (following 6.30 pm Evensong) 

Newton St Cyres with Cowley – Thursday, April 28 at 5.45 (refreshments) for 6pm in the Parish Hall 

Poltimore with Huxham – Sunday, April 10 at 7pm in Huxham Church (following 6.30pm Evensong) 

Rewe with Netherexe – Tuesday, April 5 at 6.30pm in the Parish Church (following 6pm Evening 
Prayer) 

Stoke Canon – Sunday, April 10 at 10.30am in the Parish Church (following 10am Morning Service) 

http://www.netherexe.org/
mailto:margaret.admin@netherexe.org
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Thorverton – Wednesday, April 27 at 7.30pm in the Parish Church 

Upton Pyne – Sunday, March 27 at 10.30am in the Parish Church (following 10am Morning Service) 
 

Easter Communion at Home 
The tradition in the Church of England is that everyone who has been confirmed should aim to receive 
the sacrament of Holy Communion on at least three occasions each year, one of which is to be Easter. 

Ideally this will be in church with others. However, the sacrament can be administered at home to 
anyone prevented by illness or disability from receiving it in church. Please contact the Revd Douglas 
Dettmer on (01392) 860332 or the Revd Hilary Dawson on (01392) 841928 to arrange a visit. 
 

 
The Plough Sunday Service in Thorverton Church in January (photo courtesy of the Crediton Courier) 

 

 

Parish Letter 
During these times of economic difficulties which 

everyone is affected by in one way or another, more 

limitations are placed upon our lifestyles. We need to 

focus on what is most necessary and vital, and 

separate it from what is a luxury. We may change the 

way we do things to be less wasteful and we may 

appreciate some of the things which we have taken 

for granted for too long. But making cuts to our own 

budgets will also affect someone else‟s budget. We 

are all interlinked and interdependent. So what we do 

affects others. This has always been the case, but 

sometimes we may have been too busy to notice. 

Now we are also likely to be affected by changes 

made by others as well as by ourselves. The prospect 

is not one we relish, but it may make us more aware 

of the plight of those much worse off than us. They 

may even have something to teach us about what 

living is all about. 

 

Those who have visited countries which are very 

poor, often remark on the generosity of the hosts. 

They provide their best food and will eat little so that 

their guests are well looked after. If many of us are 

honest with ourselves we might feel embarrassed in 

comparison. It is easy to defend ourselves using the 

complexity of our lives, as the reason for our need of 

so much more. We delude ourselves. Just because 

someone has more material goods, does not make 

them happier, or more important. This is not to say 

that having more is wrong. Those who have been 

blessed with wealth, have a responsibility to use it 

wisely. Wealth is also relative. You may have less 
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than your neighbour, but if you live in the United 

Kingdom you almost certainly have more than 90% 

of the world‟s population. It is envy and greed that 

make us unhappy and resentful. 

 

This month sees the start of Lent. This is the time 

when the Christian community spends time looking 

at itself and reflecting on what it has or has not done, 

as individuals and as a group, and at the same time 

making an effort to redress some of the things which 

it finds it has not done so well. This is done 

following the example of Jesus, who before he began 

his ministry spent time alone in contemplation. 

Without the distractions of everyday life, he would 

be able to decide what his priorities would be for the 

way he was going to live his life and so do his job. 

He fasted, and like us he was tempted to take what he 

wanted, but he knew doing this would not be good. 

Like us he was tempted to do whatever he pleased, 

but he knew it would not be good. Like us he was 

also tempted to control everything, but he knew it 

would not be good. These things would not be good 

because they separate us from God, who knows us in 

the depths of our hearts, knows what is most 

beneficial to each of us and wants us to be totally 

free, not chained to wealth, excess or power which 

corrupts the soul and destroy us. Jesus was tempted 

and refused all three because he knew that God 

provides far more for us if we trust him. 

 

We may give up some rich foods. Our bodies do not 

need them and sometimes we are harmed by them 

too. We may focus our attention on work which 

benefits those around us. By wasting our time on 

foolish or pointless pursuits which do not enrich our 

lives, we can shorten them unnecessarily. We make 

ourselves more available to God, in worship. By 

thinking only of ourselves we miss the rich beauty 

and diversity of the rest of creation, which in turn 

diminishes us. 

 

Where better is this illustrated than in nature. We all 

felt the struggle of living through a very severe 

winter. So also did many plants. It is hard to believe, 

apart from the evidence of our own eyes, that there 

would be any beauty to burst through after such a 

time, but the bulbs are emerging and flowering 

without any help from us, just by doing what they 

were meant to do. May I encourage us to take time 

this Lent to reflect on every aspect of our lives and 

consider changes which make us more truly as we 

were created to be, sociable, caring creatures in 

God‟s image. 

 

If you would like some guidance you may find our 

Lent reflection times helpful, or join us for a Lent 

Lunch where we eat a simple meal but donate the 

cost of our main meal of the day to charity. This year 

we are supporting the Amos Trust which works with 

the poor in Nicaragua, and with whom the Mission 

Community has a personal link. 

 

You may also find the Christian Aid material „Count 

your Blessings‟ at  
http://www.christianaid.org.uk/getinvolved/lent-

2011/index.aspx will give you plenty of ideas and 

thoughts to contemplate. 

Julia Dallen 

 

 

Douglas Dettmer writes... 

 

It gives me much pleasure to announce that the 

Bishop of Exeter has appointed the Revd Sue 

Sheppard to be a Prebendary of Exeter Cathedral. 

Sue will hold this honorary preferment alongside her 

ongoing ministries as Associate Minister in the 

Netherexe Parishes and Director of Initial Ministerial 

Education 1-3 on the South West Ministry Training 

Course. 

 

Prebendaries are members of the ancient Greater 

Chapter of the Cathedral which, although it is not 

involved in the day-to-day running of the Cathedral, 

remains a forum for consultation about the 

Cathedral‟s ongoing life and work and, with the 

Bishop, about the life of the diocese generally. Each 

Prebendary has a stall in the Cathedral quire and has 

a duty to preach in the Cathedral on occasion. 

Technically the Greater Chapter elects the diocesan 

Bishop - although if it fails to elect the person the 

Queen has instructed it to elect, its members are in 

theory subject to dire penalties! 

 

In return for all this, in past centuries the 

Prebendaries shared out among themselves a 

proportion of the revenues of the Cathedral estates 

(including lands in Stoke Canon and Thorverton now 

belonging to the Church Commissioners). This 

practice was phased out in the 19th-century reforms, 

and these days the role has no emoluments attached 

but is an honorary one, in both senses of the word: 

being appointed to a prebendal stall in the Cathedral 

is a sign of the Bishop‟s particular confidence in one 

of his priests and a mark of the exceptional 

contribution that priest has made and is making to 

the life of the diocese as a whole. I am sure we will 

all agree that Bishop Michael‟s recognition of Sue in 

this special way is very richly deserved, and will join 

me in giving thanks for Sue‟s continuing ministry 

among us and in this diocese and region. 

 

http://www.christianaid.org.uk/getinvolved/lent-2011/index.aspx
http://www.christianaid.org.uk/getinvolved/lent-2011/index.aspx
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We expect Sue to be installed as a Prebendary on 

Trinity Sunday, June 19th at 3pm in the Cathedral.  

Everyone will be warmly welcome to attend that 

service to support the new Prebendaries and I hope 

our Netherexe Parishes will be well represented, so 

please do keep the day and time free if you can. 

 

Douglas 

 

 
 

Baptist Church 
God of our salvation, 

The hope of all the ends of the earth and the distant seas; 

You establish the mountains by Your power, robed with 

strength. 

Psalm 65 v5-6 

 

Have you ever wondered why God created the earth-

laying its foundation with such ingenuity and care? 

Have you considered why he filled it with such a 

variety of birds, animals, and fish? Why he‟d create 

mountains and valleys, rivers and seas? Why there 

would be such different seasons and climates, 

colours and foliage? 

 

Friends, God did it for us, God filled the world with 

wonder and sustenance not only to feed our 

stomachs, but to nourish our imaginations and souls. 

 

So let‟s praise our magnificent Creator and 

Sustainer, who has constructed this amazing world. 

Surely, the One who has done all this is mighty and 

is able to care for all of our needs. 

 

Baptist World Mission News 

By planting trees in Chad, a BMS World Mission 

eco-project is helping to resist desertification and 

improve the quality of life for people on the edge of 

the Sahara desert. 

 

BMS health workers Mark and Andrea Hotchkin are 

leading the scheme, which will see a total of 150 

Neem trees (part of the mahogany family)- specially 

selected to cope with the extreme climate-planted at 

Guinebor II Hospital, on the outskirts of Chad‟s 

capital, N‟Djamena. The hospital lies in the Sahel 

belt on the edge of the divide between what the 

French colonists indelicately termed Chad 

„inutile‟(useless) which is the Sahara desert to the 

north, and Chad „utile‟(useful), which is the more 

fertile south. 

 

The population across the whole of the Sahel suffer 

from chronic food insecurity and planting the trees at 

Guinebor II will contribute towards the international 

attempts to resist desertification. Neem trees are able 

to thrive in the hot, dry conditions because their roots 

extend deep into the sand and soil until they reach 

the water table. Their leaves can also be used in the 

manufacture of certain pharmaceuticals. 

 

Mark and Andrea Hotchkin, who have recently 

arrived in Chad to start this new Hospital, and who 

are leading this scheme of planting the trees, are our 

own Church‟s Link Missionaries, so we will be very 

interested to hear how this progresses. 

 

A very warm welcome awaits you at the Baptist 

Church, at 11-00am each Sunday morning. We also 

hold a Prayer Meeting once a fortnight on a 

Wednesday morning, when we can include prayers 

for your loved ones or you would be very welcome to 

join with us. Womens World Day of Prayer is also 

with us this year when we look forward to 

welcoming you on Friday 4
th
 March at 11-00am with 

a soup lunch to follow. 

 

Phyllis Langdon,  Church Secretary
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Women’s World Day Of Prayer 
(international and interdenominational) 

 

‘How many Loaves Have You’ 

On Friday March 4
th
 2011 women from around the 

world will celebrate the Women‟s World Day of 

Prayer. The service has been written by the women 

of Chile. It is an appropriate theme for bread is eaten 

at every meal and is very much part of every day life. 

The women of Chile offer what it means to them as 

they share this service with us.  

 

Jean Hackett, president of the National Committee of 

the Women‟s World Day of Prayer Movement, said 

"This is always an exciting day as a great wave of 

prayer sweeps the world, beginning when the first 

service is held in Tonga and continuing around the 

world until the final service takes place, some 35 

hours later, in neighbouring Western Samoa. By then 

the day will have been celebrated in over 170 

countries and over 5.000 services will have been held 

in England, Wales and Northern Ireland." 

 

"Stretching from Peru to Antarctica, the Republic of 

Chile occupies a long narrow strip of land 2,640 

miles long and 110 miles wide. It is a land of 

incredible contrasts. It also has the highest incidence 

of domestic violence in Latin America and most 

women suffer from discrimination in some form or 

other. Equal opportunities are being pursued." 

 

Although organised and led by women, this is 

essentially a day of prayer for everybody as we 

demonstrate our solidarity with our sisters and 

brothers in other countries and all are welcome to 

attend. 

 

Your Local Service is this year held on Friday March 

4
th
 2011 at the Thorverton Baptist Church, at 11.00 

a.m. 

 

Led by the Ministers wife, and the speaker will be 

Revd. Hilary Dawson from the Parish Church. There 

will be a Soup Lunch to Follow, and all are welcome 

to stay. 

  

Twenty Five Years Ago 
Focus March 1986 

 

Ringing Roundabout 

Did any of you notice rather unusual noises coming 

from the Church Tower on the evening of February 

13
th
? I don‟t suppose you did since we were (?) 

enjoying real Siberian type weather, and you would 

all be crouching over your hearths, watching TV! 

 

Only people interested in Campanology would 

venture out that evening-AND THEY DID. 

 

The Thorverton Wives expressed their intent to know 

more about bellringing, their interest having been 

stimulated by a talk in January, so a visit was 

arranged to get a practical demonstration, in the 

belfry. 

 

The ascent to the warm carpeted belfry served as bait 

to get them to go to the top of the Church Tower-to 

the Chamber where the Bells hang in their frames. 

They made the conducted ascent in pairs-and in the 

icy cold, watched the action of a bell in motion. 

 

They were introduced to the mysteries of a sally, 

stock, sliders and stays, after which they all had a 

turn (under supervision) of pulling a bellrope at 

„hand‟ stroke and „back‟ stroke, and it was here they 

realised that bellringing is 90% skill and 10% 

physical effort.! 

 

It was a pleasure to show these enterprising ladies 

our bells and belfry, of which we are proud, and 

explain to them the fun and enjoyment we get from 

our bellringing. 

 

Maybe we will get some recruits as a result-so look 

out for more unusual noises! 

 

Thanks to John Mitchell, the Tower Captain, for 

giving up an evening, and his fortitude for braving 

the artic conditions of the bell chamber for an hour!  

Thanks to Will and Ena Ford for also giving up an 

evening and for helping in the practical instruction 

and hand-outs. 

EMILY AIRD 

 

Thorverton Baptist Church 

Our Annual General Meeting was held on Monday, 

February 10
th
 at Ferndale all members being present. 

The Revd. Barry Clark chaired the meeting. 

 

The Secretary, Miss M. Beedell, gave her report, as 

did Miss M. Plucknett (Treasurer) Mrs. P. Langdon 

(Home Mission) and Mrs. D. Folland (Baptist 

Missionary Society). 
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Miss D. Plucknett  on service to the Community, 

spoke of the many ways members took part in the 

interest of the village folk. 

 

Although small in number, it was agreed, and praised 

by the Revd. Barry Clark, how much we had 

achieved during the past year. 

 

Miss Beedell then said that she wished to resign as 

Secretary after holding the post for 40 years. Indeed 

she has served the Church well and a unanimous vote 

of heartfelt thanks was given to her. 

 

Mrs. P. Langdon was elected as our new Secretary, 

and said she hoped she‟d be able to follow in Mary‟s 

good footsteps; Phyllis will give of her best-with 

perhaps the odd bit of advice from Mary. Mrs. F. 

Gilpin was then elected Home Mission Secretary. 

 

All other officers were happy to continue for another 

year, and Mr.David Langdon was also willing to 

continue the oversight of the Church Fabric. 

 

Future dates were discussed and after coffee and 

biscuits, the meeting was closed. 

FLO GILPIN  

Ladies Group 
The March Meeting will be held at Julia Culshaw‟s 

house in the Glebe, when Trudie Nichols will be 

demonstrating the jewellery that she makes, the 

ladies will also be able to make a pair of earings for 

their own use. Will members please note - change of 

usual date. This will take place on Thursday 17
th
 

March at the usual time (NOT 10
th
) 

  

Womens' Institute 
 

Mr Ian Stoyle on „Thorverton History‟ gave our first 

talk of the year. We were all presented with a map of 

Thorverton as it would have been in the 1830s. 

 

It was interesting to learn that there was once a poor 

house in Dinneford Street near where the sheep used 

to be dipped. This was subsequently closed as the 

person who ran it was a drunkard!! 

 

The school was set up in 1842 while the station 

opened on May Day 1885 and lasted only 80 years. 

 

Sybil Tulloch won both the competition and the 

flower of the month. 

Sylv Gregory 
Charity no. 229868 

  

Thorverton and District History 
Society 
Annual General Meeting 

Our retiring Treasurer, Ian Stoyle, chaired the 

meeting, due to ill health of the Chairman, Bill 

Stamper. Summarising the formal business, Bill was 

re-elected Chairman and Beryl Coe Secretary. Alan 

Turner was promoted from the back bench to 

Treasurer, with Graeme Culshaw and Ron Cottey 

joining the committee, Ron as Vice Chairman. 

 

Following a review of finances it was agreed to 

maintain annual subscriptions at £5 and to increase 

the charge to visitors to £2. It was also agreed to 

increase speaker‟s expenses.  

 

To accommodate computer presentation it was 

agreed to investigate the purchase of a new projector, 

and to approach possible sources of funding towards 

the likely cost of £500. 

 

Cattle And Aurochs In Prehistory 

Society member Professor Bryony Coles opened her 

talk on Cattle and Aurochs in Prehistory with a brief 

look back at the impact of Foot and Mouth Disease, 

BSE and TB on cattle and our landscape. 

 

Bison were prevalent four hundred thousand years 

ago, before the peak of the last ice age. With falling 

temperatures, flora and fauna retreated south, 

followed by the Bison. Today paintings of aurochs, 

from around twenty thousand years ago are to be 

found in caves at Lascaux in SW France. These tall 

(2m) heavy (1t) wild animals lived in herds in wet 

woodlands, swamps and moorland, with mature bulls 

in separate groups and elders often solitary. 

 

From ten thousand years ago wolves and humans 

became their main predators; a well preserved 

skeleton from Denmark clearly showed the results of 

being shot by a hunter‟s stone tipped arrow. Other 

remains indicated multiple wounds, the dying animal 

probably having fallen through the ice to its death. 

 

Rib and leg bones from these animals were 

frequently made into rudimentary tools, whilst 

shoulder blades were fashioned into bangles and belt 

clips. Remains of aurochs have also been found in 

Kents Cavern, the Mendip Hills and reed beds near 

Westward Ho. 
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DNA profiling of females has added new 

understanding to their evolution and indicates two 

distinct lines; Britain and Europe played host to P 

Group and Southern Italy and the Near East host to T 

Group - glaciers forming a natural barrier between 

the two. However, profiling also indicates Britain‟s 

domestic herd have descended from Group T stock 

from Syria some ten thousand five hundred years 

ago, slowly spreading from east to west over three 

thousand years. 

 

The question as to why humans would want to 

domesticate such large wild animals remains 

unanswered. They were unlikely to be compliant 

milkers or obedient beasts of burden - so were they 

kept as an indication of wealth, or perhaps only 

young ones were domesticated? 

 

A cave floor in France shows bear and dog prints, 

suggesting that man and dog had begun team 

building as hunters thirty thousand years ago. 

 

Whilst aurochs were 2m tall, early domestic cattle 

were much smaller and by the Iron Age quite tiny. 

However, domestic cattle have been increasing in 

size since around 1200 AD. It is probable that our 

early cattle were brought across the Channel from 

France by boat. Carbon dating of fat residues found 

in domestic cooking pots recovered from reed 

swamps on the Somerset Levels indicates that dairy 

cattle existed there around 3600 BC. Strontium 

isotope analysis of animal teeth can now also map 

place of birth and movements through life, 

confirming most cattle remained in a limited area. 

 

In Britain the auroch was gradually marginalised to 

wetlands, eventually becoming extinct around 1000 

BC. Pressure of farming on their natural habitats and 

possibly inbreeding led to the auroch‟s final demise - 

the last, a female, died in Poland‟s Jaktorow Forest 

in 1627. 

Barrie Phillips 

 

 

 

Dolphin Group Upstream 
Februrary's been a very exciting month with some 

very interesting subjects. V-Ann Holden on her work 

experiences. Annette Mawson a visitor to our 

meeting gave a talk on her life in Africa teaching 

English. We also exchanged our Spring Gardening 

Hints and herb and plant cuttings. 

 

March meetings:-  

3
rd

 Bill Uppington - Ireland 

10
th
 Robert Stephenson and Heather Kershaw  

 Piano and Flute musical morning 

17
th
 Ian Stoyle - Old Thorverton (please bring  

 old photos) 

24
th
  Ros - Australia 

31
st
 Alison - Fairtrade 

  

ALL NEW MEMBERS WELCOME every Thursday 

at 10.30 in the THORVERTON ARMS 

Margaret Banks 

 

 

 

I Don't Believe It 
My initial reaction to the news that the Chancellor 

was increasing the bank levy from £1.7 billion last 

year to £2.5 billion this year was one of smug 

satisfaction. But then I realised that banks do not 

grow or make anything, apart from profits - so where 

will this £2.5 billion actually come from? (Nice try 

George!) 

 

Whilst technology has increased our choice of 

television channels it has done little for the technical 

standard of our viewing. News reports in particular 

now frequently have the sound out of synchronism 

with the picture, and in sport this can almost spoil 

the enjoyment of a well-executed conversion. 

Compensating for differing satellite link time delays 

is not rocket science – come on broadcasters, please 

pay a little more attention to detail. 

 

Having recently paid 71p per litre for domestic 

heating oil I was fortunate to be sitting down when I 

opened a missive from my electricity supplier. 

 

It was reminding me that my fixed price energy offer 

was about to expire,    and giving a couple of options, 

both of which mean a hike of 21% in daytime unit 

prices and a massive 48% rise in the cost of night 

units. Comparison websites gave differing results, so 

it was back to basics working out the various 

components of my bill. I calculated that by changing 

supplier again I could save a massive £2.82 per 

annum (+VAT of course) - but don‟t let that dissuade 

you from doing your sums - you could be paying a 

lot more than you need to! 

Commentator 
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Legal Eagle 
It will be recalled that some criminal offences have 

their origins in statute and others in the common law. 

A common thread running through these offences is 

that the prosecution must prove, beyond reasonable 

doubt, that the accused committed the actus reus 

(AR) of the offence. This term means, „ guilty act‟ 

although in relation to the criminal law it involves 

more. Every offence has a unique AR and for the 

majority of offences this involves three elements: 

 specific conduct; 

 that, in the case of result crimes, leads to 

a prohibited result; 

 where certain surrounding circumstances 

are in existence. 

 

In addition, as we have seen, the majority of offences 

require proof that the accused had a specific state of 

guilty mind. This is the mens rea (MR) of the 

offence. 

 

The AR and MR of an offence can be found within 

its definition. To take an example; Theft, defined in 

s1(1) Theft Act 1968. 

 

 ‘ A person is guilty of theft if he dishonestly 

appropriates property belonging 

  to another with the intent of permanently 

depriving the other of it’. 

 

The AR of the offence is the appropriation of 

property belonging to another. 

 

The MR involves two elements, namely, dishonesty 

and an intention permanently to deprive. 

 

Criminal conduct usually requires the accused to 

have committed a prohibited act for example, the 

appropriation of property belonging to another. 

 

The word „act‟ carries with it an implication of 

positive action on the part of the accused. However, 

in limited circumstances, the accused may be found 

guilty as a consequence of a failure to act. This is 

only possible in those instances where the law 

recognises that the accused was under a duty to act 

and has failed to do so. 

 

In Instan [1873], the accused was living with V, her 

73 year old aunt, who was providing money for their 

food. V was healthy until a few days before her 

death, when she had gangrene in her leg and was 

unable to look after herself or to summon help. Only 

the accused knew of her plight but she neither gave 

V any food nor sought any medical help for her. A 

conviction for manslaughter was upheld on appeal on 

the grounds that in the circumstances, there was a 

clear legal duty, founded upon a moral obligation, to 

care for V. 

 

A more recent example is provided by DPP –v- K (a 

Minor)[1990]. The accused was found guilty of an 

assault occasioning actual bodily harm when he 

failed to remove sulphuric acid that he had 

previously placed in a hand dryer which 

subsequently scarred a boy‟s face. D owed a duty to 

the victim to remedy the hazardous situation which 

he had created. 

 

Whether the AR is by act or omission, there is a 

fundamental requirement that the conduct of the 

accused is voluntary. „Voluntary‟ in this context 

means that muscular movements are under the 

control and direction of a conscious mind. If they are 

not, they are regarded as involuntary and, even 

though the accused has carried out the act or 

omission the prosecution will be unable to establish 

that the accused has committed the AR of the 

offence. 

 

In such circumstances the accused will plead 

automatism which requires evidence of: 

 a total loss of voluntary control; 

 caused by an external factor. 

 

The defence requires a total destruction of voluntary 

control; it is insufficient for a successful plea that the 

accused still retained impaired or partial control over 

his actions. In Broome –v-Perkins [1987], the 

accused was charged with driving without due care 

and attention. He claimed that he had been in a 

hypoglycaemic condition (very low blood sugar 

levels) when he committed the offence. The Court of 

Appeal held that the evidence showed that his 

actions had only been partially impaired as there 

were times when his mind had been controlling his 

limbs. Because he had not been in a state of 

automatism throughout the journey, he could not rely 

on the defence. 

 

Where the accused enters a successful plea of 

automatism he is entitled to an acquittal. 

 

Where the automatism is caused by a disease of the 

mind (an internal factor), the defence is one of insane 

automatism (insanity) and if established, the accused 

will be entitled to a finding of not guilty by reason of 

insanity.  

 

Next month we shall look at factual and legal 

causation. 

Clive Hamlin 
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New Pre-School Update 
Thorverton‟s new pre-school building is rapidly 

taking shape, the next few weeks will see dramatic 

changes; hopefully the roof will be going up by the 

end of February! Here's an artists impression to give 

you an idea of how the new building will look as you 

walk into Thorverton School. Our new building sits 

adjacent to the Old School House. 

 

The successful „Buy a Brick‟ campaign closes 

Monday Feb. 28
th
, so if you have been thinking about 

donating but haven't yet contacted us; please do! We 

have raised over £5,000 towards the cost of the build, 

however we are in need of funds for the interior. If 

anyone is interested in donating any furniture, 

shelving, storage items, next to new soft furnishings, 

or would like to contribute towards learning/play 

equipment it would be hugely appreciated. So if you 

are Spring cleaning and getting rid of some things, 

please contact us first!  We will be circulating a list 

soon, as well as putting one up at pre-school. There 

is no deadline for interior contributions! So if you 

have anything in mind please feel free to talk to 

Tracey Weekes, Fiona Kugele or Laurie Steen 

Bowles (email: lauriesteen@mac.com ); everything 

is so very much appreciated. Thank you again! 

 

 

 

 
 

PTFA News 
Quiz Night - This was another success and despite 

fewer teams than last year (due, I am sure, too many 

lucky ladies being whisked away for the Valentines 

weekend!) a profit of £385 was made. Many thanks 

to all who attended. Thanks especially to the winning 

team, for donating back their £48 prize money and to 

Rob Lindsay who won the „heads & tails‟ for 

donating his £15 prize back to the cause. This was a 

lovely gesture and much appreciated. John Mann lost 

his winning spot this year to the Crovhargrace, made 

up of the Crang‟s (Stuart & Fenella) the Overton‟s 

(Mark & Meemee) the Harget‟s (Mike & Ruth) and 

the Grace‟s (Ian & Philippa) who also won the 

interval picture quiz, taking a bottle of whiskey 

which was kindly donated by Nic & Matt Payne. 

Huge thanks must go to Matt, who gave up much of 

his time finding new questions and compiling the 

quiz assisted by his lovely pregnant wife Nic (Fatty!! 

– Sorry, but I‟ve always wanted to do that, it‟s the 1
st
 

time you‟ve been of a wider girth than me and I‟m 

going to make the most of it!- ahem), by next year‟s 
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quiz they will have a bouncing 6 month old baby, 

and we wish them all the best, and hope they will 

still have the time (and energy!) to help us again! 

 

Cake Stall - February‟s cake stall at the Saturday 

Market made £80. Many thanks to everyone who 

baked and bought cakes. 

 

Paper Collection - This is still running and 

newspapers, magazines, cards and paper can be 

bagged or tied and taken down to the Mill, the 

collection is opposite C & R repairs in the left hand 

corner. Please ensure staples and wrapping from 

supplements are removed, as it makes our job easier 

and much faster to sort.  Catalogues and phone books 

are also collected but no yellow pages please! 

Thanks to Andrew & Di Baker for supplying this 

facility for us. 

 

Race Night – This is a family event to take place on 

Wednesday 30
th
 March, doors open at 6pm for a 

6.30pm start, refreshments and snacks (including hot 

dogs) will be available for purchase. All children 

must be accompanied by a responsible adult; 

actually, just an adult will be fine!  If you are able to 

help with this event please contact Lisa on 860609, 

or see me in the playground, as some PTFA members 

are unavailable that evening. 

 

As always, thank you to all those who continually 

support the PTFA. 

Lisa Browning 

 

Hannah is saviour of Brownies 
troop 
By patrick phelvin, Express and Echo 

 
 

When the Brownie group Hannah James and her 

friends attended was faced with closure because its 

leader was retiring, she was determined to do 

something about it. 

 

Hannah wanted to take on the running of the group 

but was faced with a number of major obstacles. 

 

She was unqualified, she had a new baby boy, she 

worked full time and was battling an unknown and 

debilitating condition similar to fibromyalgia. 

 

Undaunted, she completed her leadership course and 

took on the running of the First Thorverton 

Brownies. Fortunately son Corey was well-behaved, 

because he had to attend every Brownie meeting as 

Hannah had no-one else to look after him. 

 

Now Corey is six, and loves the Friday evenings at 

the village Women's Institute building as much as his 

mother and the 24 girls who make up the troop. 

 

Lisa Browning, 34, of Silver Street, Thorverton, has 

nominated her friend for a Gazette Unsung Hero 

award for saving the group they all attended as 

youngsters. 

 

"Hannah is a total inspiration to me," she said. 

"There is no doubt that without her the Brownies 

would have had to end, as there was no-one else to 

take it on. 

 

"Because she is a qualified leader she has to make it 

every week, whether she is feeling unwell or not. 

The group is really successful, and caters for 24 girls 

who come from as far as Crediton and Exeter. 

 

"It is a very relaxed group and gives them something 

sociable and fun to do outside school and their home 

life." 

 

Hannah, now 29, had to give up her work with adults 

who have learning difficulties because of her 

condition, which can make her tired and forgetful. 

 

Initially diagnosed with fibromyalgia, a condition 

which causes problems with muscles and connective 

tissue, Hannah is undergoing regular testing to 

establish how it can be treated and has to take a 

number of drugs. 

 

She said she was delighted to be nominated for a 

Gazette honour. 

 

"I am totally stunned," she said. "I knew something 

had to be done to save the Brownies and just got on 

with it. Corey still comes every week and loves it, 

the girls are extremely good with him. 

 

"It can be difficult to cope at times, but the 

enjoyment of the girls and the fact we are keeping it 

going makes it all worth it." 
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Poetry 
Uses of Flint 

When I was young I walked the Downs 

not knowing that the chalk below  

bore islands of chalcedony, or flint; 

nor that, five thousand years before, 

my forefathers had farmed red deer 

to furnish antler-picks, with which  

to dig their way through rough grey seams 

down to the jet-black floorstone – 

the weapons-grade material. 

 

The same picks with percussive blows 

knapped and fluted the flint flakes. 

Spear-points and arrow-tips took shape, 

axe-heads and blades. The stockpiles grew. 

 

This stone I found on Harrow Hill, 

with smoke-grey sheen and a waxy feel 

to its ferruginous creamy coat,  

gives me no hint of its prehistory. 

 

Rather I see all those nodules of flint, 

ranged row on row and framed in brick, 

in the walls of  a childhood haven. 

 

   Christopher Cousins 

 

The Blessing 

Awakening woods cast off grey hoods, 

As early sun lends smile; 

And dons green bonnets, inspiring sonnets 

Our spirits to beguile. 

  

Beneath the trees, lately at ease 

The hedgehog uncurls again 

And stirring life is roused and rife, 

In every woodland lane. 

  

Bluebells thrust through and soon will be blue 

Each glade and forest floor, 

Like inland seas - alluring bees; 

Gorse braided is the moor. 

  

Primroses peep - maternal sheep 

Their wandering lambkins call, 

Birds sing with zest and weave their nests 

As sprintime blesses all. 

  

Doreen Beer 
 

 

TARTS news 

 
Thorverton Amblers Ramblers and 
Trampers 

 

The walk on 19
th
 February took five of us and one 

dog around the Devon Wildlife Trust Halsdon Nature 

Reserve just beyond Dolton. Although muddy 

underfoot, for once we were blessed with a dry day 

and the sun made a welcome appearance. The walk 

was mainly through mixed woodland and some 

meadows including a stretch along the river Torridge 

and a stop inside the only hide (that we had all to 

ourselves) equipped with site and wildlife 

information and book to record your sightings. We 

stopped at the „Top of the World‟ for lunch with a 

hazy view to Dartmoor. Snowdrops flowered 

everywhere and indications of wild daffodils and 

bluebells to come. 

 

Future walks and events 

 

Saturday 5
th
 March – Longer walk led by Caroline. 

Train ride from Crediton to Umberleigh and then 7.5 

mile walk along quiet lanes and farmland. Bring 

picnic lunch and £6.50 for the train.  

 

Saturday 19
th
 March – shorter walk led by Tony 

 

Saturday 2
nd

 April – longer walk led by Heather and 

Royston 

 

Saturday 16
th
 April – longer walk led by Graeme 

 

All walks meet outside The Bell at 0930, and are 

suitable for dogs unless otherwise stated. Shorter 

walks are usually 4 - 6 miles in length and longer 

walks 6 - 9 miles, however precise details of each 

walk (length, gradient, lunch information etc) will be 

displayed approximately a week before the walk in 

the Old Post Office Window and on the village notice 

board. If you would like to be included on the email 

list contact Caroline (861002) or Graeme (860203). 

. 

Caroline Prince 
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Walk and Talk Silverton 
Keen to improve your fitness? 

Why not join our Walks?   

 

 Short Walks are held every Wednesday, lasting 

about 45 minutes are followed by coffee at the Lamb 

Inn. 

 

Longer walks lasting up to two hours and venturing 

into the local countryside and at Killerton are held on 

some Tuesdays and Thursdays. 

 

All walks meet at Silverton Community hall at 10.00 

 

At present we have 52 people on our register and 

eleven new walkers have joined recently. 

 

For details of our programme please pick up a leaflet 

at Exe Valley or Wyndham House surgeries or for 

more information contact Trish Brown 01392 

860034  or Alison Ayres  on  01392 860273/860176 

 

You may also like to know about keep fit sessions 

for ladies and men held in the community hall on 

Monday mornings. Details are available from 

Margaret Clough (01392 860971) or from the 

surgeries. 

 

The clinicians at both surgeries fully endorse this 

activity as an important aid to staying healthy. 

 

Silverton W&T Leaders 

 
 

 

Nature Notes 
In December in a garden in Topsham, fieldfares were 

observed bathing in an old plastic pond waterfall. As 

one finished its bath and got out so the next one went 

in.  

 

 
Artwork: Cara Alcock 

 

Frogspawn has been deposited in the pond of Jane 

and Neville Lane at The Glebe whose frisky frogs 

have for the second year running achieved the first 

notable spawning. Last year it was deposited in their 

pond between 20
th
 and 22

nd
 February but this year 

was spotted on 9
th
 February. In our pond frogspawn 

was first noticed on 12
th
 February also earlier than 

last year. 

 

This month Jupiter is slowly disappearing from view 

by the naked eye. On 6
th
 March it can be seen to the 

left of the crescent Moon. As Jupiter goes so 

Mercury arrives and both planets can be seen on 15
th
 

March and this event will be the best evening 

conjunction of bright planets in 2011, Jupiter on the 

left and Mercury on the right. The full Moon on 19
th
 

March is the closest full Moon to the Earth this year. 

 

Poor weather conditions are said to continue into 

March and it will either be cold for this time of year 

or we will have a lot of rain. The Biodynamic 

Sowing and Planting Calendar also indicate 

conditions do not improve much until mid May so a 

late spring perhaps? 

Jenny Garne 

 

 

 

Garden Club News 
On 24

th
 January the Garden Club held its Annual 

General Meeting.  The committee remains the same 

as it was last year apart from the fact that Mary 

Furner has now after many years of stalwart service 

stepped down as Show Secretary.  Her position has 

been taken over by Chris Grundy who I‟m sure will 

do a splendid job. Mary was presented with a Garden 

Centre token as an expression of appreciation for all 

her hard work. 

 

One of the points raised at the meeting was whether 

to change the name of the Garden Club to Upton 

Pyne and District Garden Club. This was for two 

reasons; firstly practically all of our functions take 

place in Upton Pyne and secondly most of our 

members also come from there with a few from the 

surrounding district. If anyone has strong feelings 

about this perhaps they could let me know as it will 

be on the agenda for the AGM in January 2012. 

 

At the AGM Nick Baker gave details of our talks for 

the coming year which will be as follows: 
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21
st
 March Roses Old and New 

16
th
 May Artist‟s Garden 

19
th
 September Old Exeter, Cowley and Surrounding 

  Local Area 

17
th
 October Butterflies and Hedgerows. 

 

On the 30
th
 April we shall be holding our annual 

Flower Show in Upton Pyne. There are always many 

different and interesting classes to enter if you wish 

and teas and delicious home-made cakes are served 

too so do come along as it is a very enjoyable day.  

The adult cookery section this year is a) a jar of 

homemade jam or jelly b) 3 Muffins and c) Lemon 

Drizzle cake on an 8 inch plate. The children‟s 

cookery section is 3 Butterfly Cakes. There is as 

usual a photography section. The adult section is a) 

Wildlife and b) Garden Close Up and the section for 

the children will be My Best Friend. We had a 

marvellous response last year from the children of 

Brampford Speke School for the cookery section so 

we hope we will not be disappointed this year!  

Schedules for the show will shortly be available for 

those who are interested. 

 

We are once again also running a poster competition 

for the children and the winning ones will be used to 

advertise the Flower Show as they were last year.  

Details can be obtained from Claire Lancaster who is 

frequently at the school or can be contacted on 

840137. 

 

New members are always welcome and anyone 

interested in coming along to the Garden Club talks 

can ring me for further details on 861205. 

 

Ros Rowlerson, Secretary 

 

 

 

The Garden in March 
 

„The answer lies in the soil.‟ This simple phrase 

answers a huge proportion of questions which begin 

with, „Why won`t my………?‟ Whatever sort of 

gardening we are dealing with, your most important 

tool is good healthy soil. I can feel lots of nodding 

going on across the pages of Focus, but how many of 

us really give our soil the loving care it deserves and 

being busy people think, „Oh, it will do with a bit of 

a dig over this year‟. If you fall into this category, 

read on. 

 

Healthy plants and seeds naturally want to grow. 

They are programmed to grow. If the soil is well 

prepared and the site suitable they will reach their 

full potential . However, all plants take nutrients, i.e. 

plant minerals, from the soil and, if these are not 

replenished, their source of energy is diminished 

over the years. This is very obvious for fruit and veg, 

growers and will make the difference between „OK‟ 

growing and „fantastic‟. 

 

So, having established the need for soil care, when 

and how do we go about it? The answer to when is 

easy – NOW. The answer to how will give you more 

options. 

 

In particular for veg. growing, this is the ideal time to  

concentrate on your soil. The vegetable plots are 

mainly empty. from last year`s crops, although some 

of you will have over-wintering crops still growing 

which will have to wait their turn until after 

harvesting. For the empty plots, before adding lots of 

well-rotted manure and compost and digging the soil 

over, work out where your crops will be planted. You 

should be following a rotation and sticking to it if 

possible. This prevents diseases building up and 

enables the crops to source different nutrients from 

the soil as they are planted each year in another area. 

At Knightshayes, I follow a 4 year rotation, It goes 

like this: –  

 

PLOT 1 

Early potatoes (I don`t grow main crop because they 

usually get blight. Being organic I am unable to 

spray.) The potatoes are followed by brassicas. All of 

these crops are greedy feeders. They like lots and 

lots of well rotted manure, or garden compost. Put 

the compost on the bed and leave it until a week 

before you put in the potatoes. At this point dig over 

the plot. This aerates the soil, helping drainage and 

structure. It also turns the organic compost down into 

the soil at the depth the potatoes will grow and aids 

the development of the tubers and the roots. 

 

PLOT 2 

Onions, followed by summer spinach, courgettes, 

marrows and Florence fennel. Another plot where the 

crops like rich soil, so cover with compost and 

lightly dig in before planting the onions. Remember 

that none of these crops have deep roots so the 

goodness needs to be nearer the top of the soil. 

 

PLOT 3 

Broad beans, peas and sugar snaps followed by 

dwarf French beans and runner beans. Nothing needs 

to be added to this plot. The pea and bean family are 

often referred to as legumes. They leave behind in 
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the soil tiny nodules of nitrogen which can be 

sourced by next year‟s crops. 

 

PLOT 4 

This is the root crop plot, ie, carrots beetroot, 

parsnips and winter spinach. No extra compost for 

this bed. In fact, if the soil is too rich it encourages 

their long edible roots to fork. 

 

Although plots 3 and 4 need no extra compost, they 

still need to be carefully dug over to break up the soil 

after winter. This lets in the air and helps with 

drainage. No plants like to grow with thick sticky 

soil under their roots. 

 

With plots 1 and 2, if you can source it, well-rotted 

farmyard manure or garden compost are excellent. If 

you are unable to get hold of this in the raw state and 

the thought of heavy lifting also seems unattractive, 

go and buy a big tub of pelleted chicken manure and 

dig that into the soil. Geoff Hamilton always used to 

advocate sprinkling it around the whole garden, 

ornamental plants as well. This year, running out of 

of time for my own garden, I shall be following his 

advice and scattering chicken pellets with gay 

abandon!! Note, choose a wet preiod for this, it helps 

to break them down. 

 

Just before I leave the rotation plots, next year all the 

plots move up a plot and plot 1 will move into the 

slot of plot 4. This plot has had no extra goodness for 

2 seasons and it will therefore get a good covering of 

manure when it becomes plot 1. 

 

Jobs to be done 

It`s not too late to put in onion sets once your soil is 

ready. Broad bean seeds will catch up their winter 

counterparts eventually and give you an extended 

season. Sweet pea seeds can be planted around a 

wigwam of tall canes with twiggy support entwined 

at the base of the wigwam to enable the plants to 

scramble upwards. Potatoes go into trenches a spade 

deep. Sprinkle a few slug pellets into the trench 

before covering them. I plant the potatoes from the 

second week of March onwards. 

 

The herbacious borders will benefit from a tidy if 

you haven`t already done so. It‟s really your last 

chance to split and divide and replant if your plants 

have spread too far or are looking tired. If you do this 

now, make sure that the plants don`t dry out if there 

is a dry period. They will all have had the „Spring 

call‟ and are beginning to „wake up‟. The borders 

will also benefit from a mulch of well-rotted compost 

or chicken pellets. Be careful to avoid any compost 

covering the plants. Once they start to grow they 

need access to daylight to continue the growing 

process. And, of course, the compost will improve 

your soil. 

 

Happy gardening. 

Lorraine Colebrook 

  

Golf Society 
Sunday 30

th
 January 2011 

Thirteen golfers took advantage of an unusually 

pleasant winter morning and scoring reflected the 

conditions. The sun shone mainly upon a welcome 

newcomer to the society, Rhys Roberts, who took the 

honours with a very steady 21 points, attracting an 

immediate cut of two shots from his handicap. His 

nearest challengers were John Mann and Chris 

Harlow, both with 17 points. Chris also scooped the 

pot with a two on the par 3 third hole. 

 

The remaining awards were dominated by Denis 

Murphy who, apart from compiling the fewest points, 

also contributed the shortest drives, the first of which 

he displayed to the other dozen players at the first 

tee. Fortunately, three other players who were 

putting on the second green a few yards away did not 

take offence at a fourth ball appearing among them. 

 

For once, not much of silly nature happened so the 

Donna-Y was awarded to a player who demonstrated 

how the memory and the legs can slow down in 

perfect harmony. Having walked away from the ninth 

tee and reached his ball Bob Hyde realised he had 

left his club head cover back on the tee. Not to be 

hurried, Bob sauntered back, retrieved the article and 

returned to play his next shot while his playing 

partners discussed the full works of Shakespeare in 

some detail. Thanks goodness Bob‟s tee shot was not 

his longest. 

 

The Society‟s AGM took place shortly after all had 

returned to The Exeter. Order of business took rather 

less time than Bob‟s stroll as John Mann was 

unanimously asked to continue in the chair with 

David Harlow similarly pressed to remain as event 

organiser and guardian of statistics. 

 

Good Friday will feature the Society‟s Anniversary 

Event. It is hoped that as many society players as 

possible, plus any who have not taken part before, 

will take up the challenge for a good selection of 

prizes. Don‟t forget, there are two Sunday events 

each month. All are welcome. Details at The Exeter. 

 

G.S. Potter 
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Thorverton Parish Information 
AIR AMBULANCE EMERGENCY - QUOTE NATIONAL GRID REFERENCE 

RECREATION GROUND - Sheet 192 SS 923019 MEMORIAL HALL FIELD - Sheet 192 SS 926019 

Bus services    See inside back cover 

Carers' Support Group Anne Higman, Wyndham House Surgery, Silverton. 860034. 
     Meetings - 3rd Wednesday of month, Wyndham House, 2.30-4.30 p.m. 

Church (C of E)   The Revd. Douglas Dettmer, The Rectory, Thorverton. 860332 

     The Revd. Sue Sheppard, Associate Minister, Autumn Haze, Rewe, 01392 841284 
     The Revd Hilary Dawson, Assistant Curate, The Vicarage, Stoke Canon, 01392 841928 
     Mrs Margaret Lowe, Administration Manager, 07594 714590 margaret.admin@netherexe.org 

 Church Wardens Peter Colebrook, Ockero, Thorverton. 861019.  
     Edwin Greed, Fortescue, Netherexe. 841231. 

 Consort   Mary Thomas, 1 The Glebe, Thorverton. 860730. 

 P.C.C. Treasurer  Jean Brown, Rydal Cottage, Bullen Street. 861176. 

 Friends of Thorverton Parish Church Trust Emmie Aird, Kirkfoard, The Berry, Thorverton. 

Church (Baptist)  The Revd. Maurice Harrison, 01884 258599. 
    Secretary Phyllis Langdon, 860932.  

Services, notice board or Focus. 

County Councillor  Cllr. Mr. M. Lee. 01363 772671. 

District Councillor  Cllr. Mr. R. M. Deed. 01392 861258. 

Doctors     Dr Jon Wride & Lynne Anderson / Drs Stead, O'Brien & Ziegler 

Electricity (Western Power) Report a loss of power: 0800 365 900 Bill Enquiries: 0800 365 000 
      Street lights 0870 556 1851  

Friends of Thorverton & Silverton Surgeries Christine Walker, 881501 

Gas Emergency   0800 111999 

Leonard Trust Chairman: R Hughes. Secretary: Mrs. E Hughes, 3 Dinham Mews, Exeter EX4 4EF 

Library (Exeter Mobile) Alternate Thursdays, 11.45am to 12.05pm (16.05 to 16.50 from January 2011) 
in the Quarry Car Park 

Newspaper Reporter (Express & Echo) Jane Ristic, 53 Silver Street, Thorverton. 860054 

Parish Council Chairman Cllr. Stuart Crang,  

Parish Clerk    Mrs Jane Lane, Stable House, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062. 

Parish Council Meetings 2nd Tuesday of month, at The Memorial Hall, 7.30 pm. 

Parish Allotments  Contact the Parish Clerk - 861062 

Parish Council Notice Board Situated in School Lane, opposite the Thorverton Arms. 

   IMPORTANT!- PLANNING APPLICATION NOTICES ARE DISPLAYED HERE. 

Pension Service  PO Box 93, Plymouth PL6 5WJ. 0845 60 60 265 

Police    Central Switchboard 24 Hours: 0845 2777444.  

Post Office Portacabin (TCT Ltd) Quarry Car Park, Thorverton EX5 5NG 860455 
Mon. to Fri : 9 am.-1.00 pm., 2 pm.- 5.30 pm.  
Sat: 9 am.-12 noon Sun: 9 am - 10.30 am for newspaper sales only 
Business Manager: Jill Blewett, Faircop, Jericho St, Thorverton 
Chair and Company Secretary: Heather Kershaw, 25 The Glebe, 860419 

Public Telephone Kiosk Opposite the Church, outside the Bell Inn, Dinneford St. 

School (C of E Primary)  Head Teacher: Mrs Tania Beard 860374. 

School Governors  Chair: Clive Hamblin 861305 Clerk: Julie Cornwall 860127 

School P.T.F.A.   Chair: Lisa Browning, 860609  Secretary: Hannah James, 861075 
Treasurer: Damon Gill, 860176  

South West Water  24 Hour Emergency: 0800 169 1144. Helpline: 0800 169 1133. 

Thorverton Millennium Chair: Dame Margaret Turner-Warwick, Pynes House,  

  Green Trust Silver Street 861173 Secretary: Shirley Hoole. 

Tiverton Volunteer Centre 28, Gold Street, Tiverton EX16 6PY. Judy Seymour, 01884 255734. 
 



Focus on Thorverton  Vol. 42 No. 3- March 2011 

 

28 

Thorverton Organisations 
 

Amateur Dramatic Society Chair: Simon Ette, 861349 
  Secretary: Tori Elston, 881969 
  Meetings - Last Wednesday of each month at the W.I. Hut. 

Art Group  Barrie Phillips, Crossmead, School Lane, Thorverton. 860529  
  Meet Fridays during term-time at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 am-12.00. 

Arts Exchange Louise Page, Campion Cottage, Jerico St, 860509. 
  Monthly meetings in members' homes at 8.0 pm. (see Diary) 

Association Football Club Chairman: Andy Harris, 01392 851664 
  Secretary: David Gregory, 2 The Orchard, Brampford Speke, 841803. 

Bridge Circle Graeme Culshaw, 3 The Glebe, Thorverton 860203.  
  Meets 1st/3rd/5th Thursdays at the W.I. Hut from 7.00 p.m.. 
Meet Fridays during term-time at the W.I. Hut, 5.30-7.00 pm. 

Cricket Club Chair: Charles Kislingbury, Arley House, 19 Church St, Silverton. 860270 
    Secretary: M C Denford, 14 Moorlands, Tiverton EX16 6UF 01884 255076 
  Fixture Sec: J Meredith, 190 Mincinglake Rd, Exeter EX4 7DS 01392 272504 

Focus Magazine Chair: Beryl Grace, Moss Bank, Thorverton. 860489. 
  Editor: Neville Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062. 
  Secretary: Jane Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062. 
  Treasurer: Barbara Uglow, Sunnydale, Dinneford Street, Thorverton. 860614. 

Friends of Silverton & Thorverton Surgeries 

  Coffee Mornings in the Lamb Inn, Silverton 
  Held at 10-12 md on the LAST THURSDAY of every month except December.  

Golf Society Players of Thorverton Care of Exeter Inn, 01392 860206 

History Society Chair: Bill Stamper, Dunelm, Raddon, Thorverton. 860214 
  Programme Secretary: Beryl Coe, 5 The Glebe, Thorverton 860876. 

Ladies Group Meet 2nd Thursday of month, (Venue and time - see Focus Notices). 

Memorial Hall Committee Chair/Key holder/Bookings:Mr Mike Shelton. Fir Tree House,  
     Bullen Street. 861027. 

Memorial Hall Market 2nd Saturday of the month, at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 - 11.00 am. 

Thorverton Pre-School Contact: Sarah Mitchell (chair): 860450. 
  Mon 9.15am-11.45am, & 12.45pm-3.15pm & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm, 
  Tues/Weds 9.15am-11.45am & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm,  
  Thurs 9.15-11.45am; 12.45pm- 3.15pm & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm. during term-time, at Memorial Hall. 
Thorverton Ambling, Rambling and Tramping Society (TARTS) 
  Contacts : Caroline Prince 07749 775304 or Graeme Culshaw 860203 
  See notices of walks in Old Post Office Window Bullen Street. 

 Thorverton Brownies Hannah James 07716 013284, Lisa Browning 860609 
  

Toddler Group Contact : Hannah Calder 860808 
  Wednesdays, during term-time, at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 a.m.-11.30.  

Rainbows  Contact Jean Pearn 860105, Penny Fice 861136,  
  Term-time, Tuesdays 4-5 pm at the W.I. Hut. 

Royal British Legion Chairman / Hon. sec: Bill Stamper, Dunelm, Raddon, Thorverton. 860214 
  Hon. Treasurer: Emmie Aird. 

Women's Institute Secretary: Susan Maguire 01392 860631 
  Bookings: Susan Maguire 01392 860631. 
  W.I. Meeting. 1st Tuesday of the month at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
  Whist, 3rd Tuesday of the month, at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 

W.I. Market & Coffee  4th Saturday of the month at the W.I. Hut. 10.00 am. to 11.00 am. 
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Doctors' Surgeries 
 

THE EXE VALLEY PRACTICE 
 

Dr JON WRIDE and Dr LYNNE ANDERSON 
 

 The Surgery, The Berry,   The Surgery, 3 Coach Road,  

 THORVERTON EX5 5NT  SILVERTON EX5 4JL 
 Tel: 01392 860273 (24 hours)  Tel: 01392 860176 (in surgery hours) 
 Fax: 01392 860654  Fax: 01392 861598 

www.exevalleypractice.co.uk 

Surgery Hours 
 

Mon. 3.00 - 5.15   Mon. 9.00 - 11.45  
Tue. 2.45 - 5.15     Tue. 9.00 - 11.45  
Wed. 9.00 - 11.00  Wed. 3:30 - 5:45  
Thu. 3.00 - 5.45 Thu. 9.00 - 11.30  
Fri. 3.00 - 5.45   Fri. 9.00 - 11.30 
 

There are no surgeries on Saturday and Sunday, but a doctor will be on call for emergencies only  

on 01392 860273. 

The Dispensaries are OPEN at the following times 

 
Mon. 8.30 - 1.00 & 2.00 - 6.00    Mon.  8.45 - 12.30 
Tue. 8.30 - 1.00 & 2.00 - 6.00    Tue.  8.45 - 12.30 
Wed. 8.30 - 1.00 & 2.00 - 5.00   Wed.  3.00 - 6.00 
Thu. 8.30 - 1.00 & 2.00 - 6.00  Thu.  8.45 - 1.00 
Fri. 8.30 - 1.00 & 2.00 - 6.00  Fri.   8.45 - 12.30 
 

REPEAT PRESCRIPTIONS (Monday - Friday) Please note that 48 hours notice is required for ALL 
repeat prescriptions. Repeat Prescription line: 01392 861622 
 

 

 

WYNDHAM HOUSE SURGERY, Fore Street, SILVERTON, EX5 4HZ 
Telephone 01392 860034 www.wyndhamhousesurgery.co.uk 

Please note The doctors are happy to speak to you on the phone instead of an appointment. Please 
request this from reception when you telephone. 

 

 Dr Jonathan 

Stead 

Dr Anthony 

O'Brien 

Dr Emma 

Ziegler 

Dr Becky 

Payne 
Mon  09.00-10.30 

15.00-17.30 
09.00-10.30 

14.00-16.00 

09.00-10.30 

15.00-17.00 
Tues 09.00-11.00 

15.30-1730 
09.00-11.00 

 
 09.00-11.00 

14.00-16.00 

Wed  09.00-10.30 

14.00-16.00 
09.00-11.00 

15.00-17.00 
 

Thurs 09.00-11.00 

15.30-1730 
 09.00-11.00 09.00-10.00 

14.00-16.00 
Fri  09.00-11.00  09.00-11.00 

*15.00-16.00 

(Urgent cases only)* 
Please note that the Doctors are very happy to speak to you on the phone instead of an appointment, just ask reception to organise 

this for you. 

You can also communicate with them via email if you want to wyndhamhouse.surgery@nhs.net 

 

Dispensary opening hours 9 – 12 noon and 2.30 – 6pm (5pm on Fridays) 

Please do not come to collect repeat medication between 12 noon and 2.30 unless by prior arrangement with reception thank you 
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Waste Collection Dates for 2011 
 

a) Recycling and brown bins   b) General refuse 

 

Generally on Mondays unless stated 

 

March 14 and 28      March 7 and 21 

April 11 and 26 (Tues)      April 4 and 18 

May 9 and 23       May 3 (Tues), 16 and 31 (Tues) 

June 6 and 20       June 13 and 27 

July 4 and 18      July 11 and 25 

August 1, 15 and 30 (Tues)     August 8 and 22 

September 12 and 26      September 5 and 19 

October 10 and 24      October 3, 17 and 31 

November 7 and 21      November 14 and 28 

December 5 and 19      December 12 and 28 (Wed) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bus services 
Turner's Tours / Carmel Coaches (bus 678) Mon-Fri. 10.09 from The Berry and the Baptist Chapel.  

Return 13.35 from Exeter bus station, Stand 5. 

 

Stagecoach (service 55B) Mon-Sat (except Bank Holidays)  

To Tiverton: 07.55, 10.10, 12.10, 14.10, 16.12, 17.24 (except Saturdays), 18.12 from The Berry and Broadlands.  

Return from Tiverton bus station: 07.35 (07.40 on Saturdays), 08.45, 10.45, 12.45, 14.45, 15.55 (except 

Saturdays), 16.45, 17.45. 

 

To Exeter: 08.00 (08.05 on Saturdays), 09.10, 11.10, 13.10, 15.10, 16.20 (except Saturdays), 17.10, 18.10 from 

The Berry and Broadlands.  

Return from Exeter bus station: 07.30, 09.45, 11.45, 13.45, 15.45, 17.00 (except Saturdays), 17.45  

 

Stagecoach 55 service runs every half-hour in each direction along the Exeter-Tiverton road, stopping at the 

Thorverton turn (the Ruffwell). Please consult Stagecoach 55 Group timetable for details of this service. 

 

Stagecoach free service to Somerfield's, Broadclyst, from Broadlands on Tuesdays 14.00. 

 

Stagecoach offers a variety of concessions for regular commuters, shoppers, children, students and jobseekers as 

well as one-day unlimited-use Explorer tickets. Further details from Stagecoach: 01392 427711 or 01803 664500 

or www.stagecoachbus.com or www.devon.gov.uk/devonbus. 

 

Devonbus Timetable Information: call Traveline 0871 200 2233 Timetables available at the Post Office 
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Diary 2011 
Please notify FOCUS Editor of additions or changes. 

(Email: focusonthorverton@yahoo.co.uk or phone Neville Lane on 861062) 

 

 

MARCH 

Wed 9th Focus AGM, Baptist Chapel, 7.30 p.m. 

Thurs 10
th
 Arts Exchange, Song at Cubberley House, 8 p.m.  

Sat 12
th
  Saturday Market at the Memorial Hall 9.30-11 a.m. 

Thurs 17
th
 Ladies Group meeting, at Julia Culshaw's, The Glebe, 7.30 p.m. 

Fri 25
th
 History Society, John Allan – Breton Craftsmen in Devon, at the WI Hut, 7.30 p.m. 

Sat 26
th
  WI Easter Market and coffee morning at the WI hut 10-11.30 a.m 

Wed 30
th
 PTFA Family Race Night, Thorverton School, 6 p.m. 

 

APRIL 

Sat 2
nd

  Parish Church Spring Clean Inside and Out, 10.00 a.m. 

Tue 5
th
  Allotment Holders meeting at the Exeter Inn, 7.30 p.m. 

Thurs 7
th
 Arts Exchange, Earth at Campion Cottage, 8 p.m.  

Sat 9
th
  Saturday Market at the Memorial Hall 9.30-11 a.m. 

Tue 19
th
 Country Show's Easter Bingo at the Memorial Hall, 7.30 p.m 

Sat 23
th
  WI Market and coffee morning at the WI hut 10-11 a.m. 

 

MAY  

Thurs 5
th
 Council elections 

Sat 14
th
  Saturday Market at the Memorial Hall 9.30-11 a.m 

10-14
th 

 Church Week and 41
st
 East Devon Arts Festival, Thorverton Parish Church 

Thurs 19
th
 Arts Exchange, Pink, at 25 The Glebe, 8 p.m. 

Sat 21
st
  PTFA Event (TBA) 

Fri 27
th
  History Society, Douglas Skinner – The Diaries of a Devon Thatcher, at the WI Hut, 7.30 p.m. 

Sat 28
th
  WI Market and coffee morning at the WI hut 10-11 am 

 

JUNE 

Thurs 9
th
 Arts Exchange, Stange Experiences, at Newcourt Farmhouse, Silverton, 8 p.m. 

Sat 11
th
 and Sun 12

th
 Thorverton Country Show 

Fri 17
th 

 PTFA Bag2 School Collection 

Fri 24
th
  History Society, Afternoon visit to Cadhay Manor House and Garden 

Sat 25
th
  WI Market and coffee morning at the WI Hut 10-11 a.m. 

 

JULY 

Sun 10
th
  Choral Evensong, Thorverton Parish Church, 6.30 p.m. 

Thurs 21
st
 Arts Exchange, Work, at Pynes House, 8 p.m. 


