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At the present time Focus is produced each month except one (August) and is assembled by volunteers on the last 

working day of the month. 

 

The Editor welcomes interesting news items, reports etc. for publication. Items for inclusion in Focus should be 

accompanied by the name of the originator, which may be withheld from print if requested. The aims of Focus are: 

 

 To produce a non-political monthly magazine serving the people of the parish of Thorverton, providing 

them with information on activities in the parish; 

 For the magazine to be one that villagers are proud of; 

 To provide a window for those outside Thorverton to see what the village has to offer; 

 To promote local businesses through advertising; and 

 To run at a small annual profit, but with surplus funds put to support village organisations for the benefit of 

Thorverton residents. 

 

Items for publication, adverts, changes to adverts, Diary entries, changes to Thorverton Information lists should be 

sent to the Editor, preferably as plain text in an email, or as a Word doc file or a pdf file email attachment (to 

focusonthorverton@yahoo.co.uk) by the 20
th
 of the month prior to publication please. 

Computer file formats: We prefer plain text files: .ODT files, .DOC files, .RTF files and .WPS files because our 

production team have software that can read such files. BMP and JPEG files are preferred for advertisements and 

pictures. 

 

Advertisements and Notices 

 

Poster Type Advertisements: maximum size is half an A4 page.  Text for advertisements should be prepared as 

near as possible to how it is intended to appear.  Pictures must be supplied as required on the advertisement. 

 

COMMERCIAL ADVERTISEMENTS 

 

The following advertising charges apply: 

 

 Maximum dimensions COST per ENTRY FULL YEAR (11 entries) 

Half page 18.2 cm x 12.2 cm £5.00   £50.00 

Quarter page 8.5 cm x 12.2 cm £2.50   £25.00 

One-eighth page 8.5 cm x 5.8 cm  £1.50   £15.00 

 

LOCAL ORGANISATION and CHARITIES ADVERTISEMENTS 

  COST per ENTRY 

Half page   £3.00 

Quarter or one-eighth page   free of charge 

 

Front Cover: Tree at Raddon Top by Jane Ristic 

 

The opinions and views expressed by contributors within the magazine are not necessarily those of Focus 

producers or of the Focus Committee. 

mailto:focusonthorverton@yahoo.co.uk
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Editorial 
 

Thank you very much to all those of you who took 

the time to complete and return the questionnaire 

which we had included within the last Focus.  I have 

summarised the feedback in an article on page 16 and 

it will be one of the items for discussion at our 

Annual General Meeting on March 6
th
 (7.30pm in the 

Baptist Chapel).  It is very good for me to receive 

feedback in this way – from time to time at least – 

because it acts as a reminder of what it is that you are 

looking for in your village magazine.  I have already 

mentally taken on some of the suggestions and I 

think that over the next few months you may see a 

few subtle changes to Focus, which I hope will make 

it that bit better. 

 

I am pleased to have a full edition this month.  

Indeed, unusually, I have had to hold over a few 

items until April.  So, thank you to all those who 

have fed me with material, and also thanks to the 

internet for making it so easy now for me to look for 

myself and pick out other pieces of news that I think 

might be of interest to people. 

 

I hope that you have enjoyed the rather drier spell of 

weather over the second half of February.  In last 

month’s Focus I stated my intention of publishing a 

monthly weather report.  Well, I am pleased to say 

that I have been greatly assisted in achieving this by  

 

 

 

 

Gus Christianson who has provided me with access 

to his rainfall readings which date back over five 

years and which are taken daily.  I have included a 

short article in this month’s Focus and intend to do 

more detailed analysis in future editions.  If that 

doesn’t tempt people to renew their annual 

subscription, then I don’t know what will. 

 

I have also carried an article about Newton St Cyres 

Tennis Club.  I am one of several villagers who are 

members of the Club and I can thoroughly 

recommend it as somewhere you can get a good 

game in friendly company.  The club was named as 

Devon Tennis Club of the year for 2012, not because 

of its prowess on the courts, rather for its spirit and 

friendliness.  It also has a particularly fine website 

which is updated so quickly that I had barely got 

back after a match than the results were posted! 

 

I am sure that we will all be looking forward to 

spring with some warmth and the longer hours of 

daylight.  My allotment beckons. 

 

  

Neville Lane, Editor 
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Letters 

From Susan, Janet and Rosemarie 

The Family of our late Mum, Gran & Gran Gran, 

Audrey Elizabeth Mitchell, who sadly passed away 

on December 30th 2012 would like to thank everyone 

who sent kind cards, messages & made donations to 

FORCE & Thorverton Surgery. 

Her life began on the 11th of April 1928 in 

Heavitree, Exeter, where she grew up and 

married.She moved away with husband John in 1954 

to a place called Capton, which is in 

between Dittisham and Dartmouth, where they built a 

house & set up home for a few years. They moved 

to Thorverton in 1962 taking up residence in Lynch 

Cottage and later moving to Elmside as John was 

employed at Lynch farm, then they moved to Silver 

Street and finally Broadlands. 

Mum's connection with Thorverton actually began 

back in the 1800's when her Grandfather, John Mills, 

was a Policeman stationed here. 

She has been laid to rest alongside her 

husband in Thorverton churchyard. 

Kit Cozens 

The photo above is of Kit Cozens and her Jack 

Russell, Sassie.  Kit celebrates her 86th birthday at 

the start of March.  She was born, confirmed and 

married in Thorverton.   

Kit delivered Meals on Wheels for 20 years and has 

also given many years as a hospital car driver and 

poppy seller.  A Thorvertonian through and through. 

 

 
 

The picture below and that on the front cover are by Jane Ristic.  They – and other cards – are available from the 

Post Office. 
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Thorverton Parish Council   

 

 

Report of the February meeting of the 

Parish Council 
 

  

 
 

 

Planning Matters 

No decisions were received, but one application was considered:- 

Ref 13/00009/FULL Erection of a permanent agricultural worker’s dwelling. Northdown Farm Mobile 

Home. 

 

Recreation Ground 

The annual inspection of the play area had been booked for March. The Recreation Ground committee 

would provide the next meeting with details of possible new items of equipment, including those suitable 

for use by teenagers or adults. 

 

Highways 

Further to my note last month about Hulke Lane (the road running from Station Cottage under the old 

railway bridge to Yellowford Farm), residents should note that this road is now considered unsafe for 

pedestrians also, and DCC will be erecting notices to this effect. 

 

Several other matters were considered. D/Cllr Deed would investigate the possibility of re-siting the 

Berrysbridge road dog bin because it is in a particularly muddy spot, which discourages use. A resident’s 

concerns about flooding at Noman’s Chapel, due possibly to inadequate drainage there, was passed onto 

DCC.  DCC has also been asked again to put up bollards in this area to highlight the edge of roadside 

ditches.  The street lighting department would be asked if a light could be kept on at night near Bullen 

Head for safety reasons. The Clerk would pass on Council’s grateful thanks for Highways for all the 

additional work carried out in recent months following the extreme weather. 

 

Broadband Speeds 

A resident having brought to the Council’s attention his concerns that the area might miss out on the 

planned roll out of increased broadband speeds across the county, it was agreed that residents should be 

encouraged to fill in and return the questionnaire/survey on the Connect Somerset and Devon website as 

soon as possible.  Please look out for the separate notice elsewhere in Focus, and on notice boards, about 

this issue. 

 

Next meeting 

The next meeting of the Parish Council will take place at the Memorial Hall on Tuesday, 12
th

 March 2013 

at 7.30pm.  An agenda is displayed beforehand on the Parish Notice Board in School Lane. 

 
 

Jane Lane, Parish Clerk 

 

 

Telephone: 01392 861062, email:thorvertonclerk@aol.com 

 



Focus on Thorverton  Vol. 44 No3 – March 2013 

 

4 

Thorverton Memorial Hall 
Reg. Charity no. 203778 

 

The market was well attended, with the Big Breakfast 

again proving very popular. It is hoped that a Fruit 

and Vegetable stall will be one of the attractions at 

the March market, being provided by 'Dave' from 

Silverton, who will be selling produce that he has 

grown himself. 

 

The Market draw results were as follows; 

  

1st prize: Flower display: Marg Maynard 

2nd prize: Bottle of wine: Eileen Mason 

3rd prize: Box of chocolates: Heather Kershaw 

4th prize: Chocolate biscuits: Sue Vooght 

5th prize: Aloe Vera foundation: Claire Roberts 

  

Finally, a reminder please that the Memorial Hall 

Trustees AGM will be held on Friday 15th March at 

7:45pm. 

  

Many thanks for your help, 

 

 Mike Shelton 

 

Wanted 
Bric-a-Brac for Saturday Market stall 

 
All proceeds from this stall go towards the 

upkeep of the Hall 

 

Contact Peter and Eileen Mason 

860727 
 

 

 

Thorverton Memorial Hall 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Memorial Hall Trustees AGM 

will be held on 

Friday 15 March, 7.45 p.m. at the hall 

All welcome 

Local Organisations are particularly 

invited to send a representative 

 Notice Board  
 

Thorverton Post Office & TCT 

newsagents/stationers 

Quarry Car Park, Lynch Road 

Thorverton   01392 860455 

offering a very wide range of post office services, 

newspapers, magazines, stationery, posting and 

packing materials, laundry service, photocopying – 

service with a smile! 

Mon – Fri  9.00 – 5.30 (closed 1.00-2.00) 

Sat  9.00 – 12.00 

Sun 9.00 – 10.30   TCT paper shop only 

 

  

Thorverton Church Consort Practices 
In church from 7:45 to 9 p.m. 

Thursday March 14
th
 

Wednesday March 27
th  

Thursdays:- 

April 11th and 18th 

May 2nd, 16th and 30th 

June 20th and 27th 

July (4th – party) 18th 

  

 Thorverton Church Junior Consort 
Practices 
Mondays at school, 3:30 to 4:30 p.m.:- 

March 4
th
, 11

th
 and 25

th
 

April 22nd and 29th 

May 13th and 20th 

June 17th 

July 1st, (4th – party) and 15th        
 

New members always welcome. 

Please contact Mary Thomas, 01392 860730 

 

 

Epsom Stylus 60 printer. 
Free to a good home 

  The head alignment may need attention or 

replacing. 

 

Contact Sylv Gregory 

Tel: 01392 860183 

 



Focus on Thorverton  Vol. 44 No3 – March 2013 

 

5 

 

 

 

Sylv and Anne’s 

CHATTER CAFÉ 
Returns on 

Monday March 25
th 

 

2-30pm to 4-4/30pm 

Every Monday 

 

(Excluding Bank Holidays) 

 
Tea/Coffee          50p 

Slice of cake       50p 

Meeting others    Free 

Fun /laughter       Free 

Waitress service  Free 

Washing up         Nil 

Yearly party        Free 

 

Can you afford not to come? 

 
 

TAG  
 

Thorverton Art Group 
 

FRIDAYS  
 

FROM 9:30 

@  

THORVERTON MEMORIAL 

HALL 

 
NEW MEMBERS VERY WELCOME 

  

TRIAL WEEK FREE - JUST TURN UP! 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Thorverton Arts Exchange 
 

At Arts Exchange meetings we share our enthusiasms 

for writing, music, painting, film, craft etc. with one 

another.  Usually there is a theme to our choices, but 

occasionally an individual member will take 

responsibility for a whole evening. 

 

The meetings take place in members' homes on 

Thursdays at 8.00 pm.  Dates and venues: 

 

21 March:  The Orient at Garden Cottage 

18 April: Make 'em laugh at Campion Cottage 

23 May:  Surprise at Cubberley House 

20 June: Departure at Stable House 

18 July:  Movement at Ockero 

12 September: Spring Success at Dinneford Spring 

 

New members are always welcome. For further 

information contact Louise Page or Rob Purvis, 

Campion Cottage 860509. 
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Silverton Street Market 
Beer drinkers will have cause to celebrate during 

the time of the Silverton Street Market this year.  

The village's three pubs will all be selling a 

special brew from village brewery, Exe Valley 

Brewery.  The beer is called Silvers' Myth and 

celebrates this year's theme – The Myths and 

Legends of Silvertonshire.  There is so much 

going on in and around the Street Market, which 

is held on Saturday, 3rd. August, that many will 

be getting up a big thirst! 

Challenges are going out to any group in the 

village and the area around to put forward some 

teams for the tug of war contest that is the 

traditional end to this annual great favourite that 

attracts large crowds to Silverton.  "We are 

looking for all sorts of teams", commented 

organiser Hywel Williams, "young and old, 

professional and amateur, men and women, boys 

and girls, and any group that just wants to have a 

whole lot of fun."  Contact Hywel on 07950 

247977 and he will give you details. 

If any group wants a stall at the street market, 

you had better hurry. According to organiser, 

Miles Snowdon, there has been a big demand. 

Ring Miles on 01392 860415 and find out more. 

 

In the meantime, make sure that Saturday, 3rd. 

August is in your diary. 

 

 

Mum and Toddlers/Baby Group 
 

Held at the Memorial Hall, Thorverton  

every Wednesday morning 9.30-11.30 

(term time) 

 cost £2.00 
 

 this includes a tea or coffee, a snack for your 

little one, toys, activities and friendly faces!  

 

If you want any further information please call 

Wendy Coles on 01392 860031 (Toddler Rep) 
 

 
 
 
 

 
East Devon Arts Festival at 
Thorverton Church  

    

 May 14th – 18th 2013 

  
Planning has already begun for this year’s festival. If 

you’d like to enter your art or craft work, offer to 

help in advance or during the festival itself in any 

way, please contact Heather & Royston Kershaw 

860419, Jean Brown 861176 or e–mail  

eastdevonarts@aol.com  

  

There are so many ways in which you can help to 

make this a successful and enjoyable event for our 

church and community. We look forward to 

welcoming you aboard! 

 

 

 

 

mailto:eastdevonarts@aol.com
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 Silverton & Thorverton Link up 
 

Voluntary Service Group to both Surgeries in 

both Villages. 
 

I give below a revised list of LINK-UP drivers for 

the residents of Silverton and Thorverton:- 
 

John Kiely  861545; Shaun Fitzpatrick 

860972;  Eric Newton 860082; Margaret 

Clough 860971; Trish Barron 860401; Ann 

Sobczak 881121; Doreen Beer 860731; 

Stephen Roach 861042; Mary Smith 

861916 
 

The LINK-UP service is designed to take the elderly 

or disabled into the surgery or to hospitals either in 

Exeter or Tiverton. If you have an appointment you 

can approach any of the drivers for a lift, giving them 

as much notice as possible. There is no fee for this 

service but should you wish to make a donation into 

the LINK-UP funds, your driver will be pleased to 

accept your contribution on the completion of your 

journey. 
 

For those of you living in Stoke Canon you can 

obtain a lift to your Health Centre by telephoning 

Mrs Val King on 01392 841580 
 

Stan Chilcott MBE, LINK-UP Co-ordinator. 

Telephone 860656;  Jenny Roach, Treasurer. 

Telephone 861042 

 

 

 

Saturday 16
th

 March 2013 

at 7.30 in Exeter Cathedral 

 
Brahms – Ein Deutsches Requiem 

Exeter Philharmonic Choir 

Conducted by Andrew Millington with The 

Sinfonietta 

Tickets from www.exephil.org.uk or 01392 

499211.  Exeter Visitor Centre & Tickets, Dix's 

Field: by phone or in person – 01392 665885 

(four weeks before the concert) 

 

 

 

Marie Curie Cancer Care 

Meldon Viaduct Abseil – 

 Sunday 24th March 2013 

 

Abseil from the historic Meldon Viaduct, a Victorian 

wrought and cast iron structure which spans a 

wooded valley high on Dartmoor. At over 120 feet 

the abseil will be a true classic – only for the 

adventurous! With a spectacular birds eye views over 

the picturesque setting of Dartmoor this is one abseil 

not to be missed! 

  

No previous experience is necessary, only a sense of 

adventure!  Registration is £10 and everyone who 

abseils is asked to raise £100 in sponsorship. All 

money raised from this event will mean more hours 

of Marie Curie nursing care in your local community, 

to patients and their families when it is needed the 

most.  

You must be at least 16 years to take part and anyone 

under the age of 18 years must gain permission from 

a parent or guardian. 

 Places are limited to apply early to avoid 

disappointment. For more information call Matt on 

01884 703536 or email 

waleswestevents@mariecurie.org.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.exephil.org.uk/
mailto:waleswestevents@mariecurie.org.uk
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The Exe Valley Film Society 
         

 
proudly presents its next screening: 

 
 

MOON RISE KINGDOM (2011) (PG) 
 

THURSDAY 28
th

 MARCH   7.30 for 8.0pm   

Brampford Speke Village Hall 

 

Director: Wes Anderson. 

Starring:  Bruce Willis, Edward Norton, Tilda 

Swinton,  Bill Murray 

 

Set on a small island off the coast of North America 

in the 1960’s, a young boy and girl run away together 

which turns the lives of the islanders upside down. A 

quirky film with genuinely funny moments. 

 
All welcome – members £1, non-members £5. Bring a 

bottle, a snack if you wish and enjoy the friendly, relaxed, 

candle-lit atmosphere & free popcorn! Enquiries 01392 

840072 

 

 

Focus Annual General Meeting 

 

Wednesday 6
th

 March 

7.30pm start 

 

At the Baptist Chapel, Thorverton 

 

Take the chance to have input to making sure that we 

have a village magazine to be proud of. 

 

This meeting is open to all Thorverton residents aged 

18 or over;  village organisations are invited to be 

represented (with voting rights). 

 

The agenda will be published in the March edition of 

Focus.  It will include the opportunity to discuss the 

results of the readers’ survey which is included in 

this month’s Focus. 

 

 

No venue for your party or conference? 
Want competitive prices with additional usages 

included?  Assurance that all electrics meet the 

required standards?  Disabled access?  Disabled 

toilet? 

At 43ft deep and 20ft wide the WI Hut answers your 

need.  

Booking tel. no. 01392 860631 

 

Charity No. 229868 

 

The HOT Supper Club 

presents 

VOLCANOES OF DEVON 

AN EXPLORATION OF THE FIERY PAST 

 

with Richard Scrivener, Consultant Geologist 

+delicious curry supper 

Upton Pyne Village Hall 

Friday 15 March    7 for 7.30 p.m. 

 

Tickets:  £7.50 
Tel: 01392 – 841402 or email: 

friendsofuptonpyne@yahoo.co.uk    
EVERYBODY WELCOME 

 

In aid of the care of Upton Pyne 
church and grounds 

 

mailto:friendsofuptonpyne@yahoo.co.uk
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Flower arranging workshop 

 
The next workshop will be on  

Tues. March 19th - 7.30 - 9p.m. 

at The Thorverton Arms. 

 
Please bring:- 

5 - 7 straight stem flowers i.e. roses, carnations, iris, 

lilies 

flat tray or dish with narrow sides 

doz. medium to large leaves 

large handful of same kind of short cut foliage 

moss, bark, pebbles etc. to cover floral foam 

5 straight twigs, not too thick 

 

 

Thorverton and District History 

Society 

Summer Visit 
Saturday June 29

th 

to 

 St Nicholas Priory, Exeter 

 

Book your place with Beryl Coe please. 

  Cost should be around £5-7. 

 

 

Silverton W.I. 
is holding 

a Spring Fair 

 on Saturday 27th April  

 at Silverton Community Hall 

from 10am until 12  
Admission 50p to include coffee or tea. 

 

 

‘An Evening in the Holy Land’ 

Saturday 13th April 2013 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Revds Julia Dallen and David Carrington will 

share pictures, tales and reflections 

of their study-tour in January of Israel & 

Palestine 

7pm - light snacks    7.30pm – start 

 

Bridge Centre 

Stoke Canon  

All are very welcome 

 

TADS Play Reading 

 
Thursday 7th March 7.45pm start 

at the Exeter Inn 

 

Contact Mary Ette on 860807 or 

MaryandSimon@btinternet.com for more 

information. 

 

We shall be reading a play by local playwright, 

James Meredith.  This is "just for fun" so come 

and join us.  Non-members welcome. 

 

 

Poltimore House 

 
There is a lot going on at Poltimore House this 

year. Too much to list everything here as one of 

Devon's historic estates is being brought back to 

life by the efforts of a number of volunteers. 

 

In March there is a new volunteer coffee 

morning at 11 am on Saturday 16th;  a button 

making workshop that same day;  a guided 

spring walk around the estate on Sunday 17th 

from 2-5pm;  and the launch of a film club on 

Wednesday 27th at 6pm. 

 

Contact 01392 248938 or visit 

www.poltimore.org for details. 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

       THORVERTON  

    PARISH CHURCH    
  

  29th March at 10am 
 

    A SERVICE  

        FOR  

   GOOD FRIDAY 
           * 
        STATIONS  

         OF THE  

          CROSS 
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Parish Church Services and News 

March 2013 SERVICES & INFORMATION 

The Netherexe Parishes - A Mission Community in the Diocese of Exeter  

Sunday 3 March 2013 Lent 3 

08:00 am Holy Communion  [BCP] Newton St Cyres   DD  

10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Poltimore  DD 

10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Stoke Canon  JD  

10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Thorverton  SS 

11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Rewe A 

Simmonds 

05:00 pm Service of The Word    Newton St Cyres JD 

06:30 pm Evening Prayer  [BCP] Cadbury  DD 

 

Sunday 10 March 2013 Lent 4 & Mothering Sunday  

10:00 am Service With A Smile  ☺ Brampford Speke  Lay-Led  

10:00 am Service of The Word    Cadbury  Lay-Led  

10:00 am Family Service of The Word  ☺ Newton St Cyres  Lay-Led  

10:00 am Service of The Word  Poltimore  DC 

10:00 am Service of The Word   Stoke Canon  Lay-Led  

10:00 am Family Service of The Word   ☺ Thorverton  Lay-Led  

11:15 am Service of The Word   Rewe Lay-Led  

11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Upton Pyne  JD  

06:30 pm Evening Prayer  [BCP] Huxham   JD 

 

Sunday 17 March 2013 Lent 5 

09:00 am Holy Communion     [C] Brampford Speke DD 

10:00 am  Holy Communion  [C] Cadbury JD 

10:00 am Morning Prayer  [BCP] Thorverton  DD 

   Joint with Thorverton Baptist Church  

11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Rewe    DC 

05:00 pm  Holy Communion  [C] Stoke Canon JD & DC 

 

Wednesday 20 March 2013   

09:30 am Holy Communion  [BCP] Thorverton  

 

Sunday 24 March 2013 Palm Sunday  

09:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Huxham DC 

10:00 am Holy Communion   [C] Newton St Cyres JD & DD 

10:00 am Service of The Word   Stoke Canon   Lay-Led  

   Joint with Stoke Canon Chapel 

10:00 am Service of The Word   Upton Pyne  Lay-Led   

06:30 pm Evening Prayer   [BCP] Poltimore  DD 

 

Thursday 28 March 2013 Maundy Thursday  Mission Community Service 

07:00 pm  Holy Communion  [C] Stoke Canon  DD 

 Informal [in the round] 

 

Friday 29 March 2013 Good Friday  

09:00 am Simple Morning Prayer      [BCP] Cadbury    DD 

10:00 am All Age Worship ☺ Stoke Canon    Lay-Led  

10:00 am Stations of the Cross  Thorverton   DC 

11:15 am Service of The Word   Rewe  Lay-Led  

11:15 am Service of The Word    Upton Pyne  JD 

12:00 noon Good Friday Liturgy & Reading of the Passion Newton St Cyres  DD 

03:30 pm Good Friday Worship  Brampford Speke Chapel  

05:00 pm Meditation   Poltimore   Michael & Sharon Simpson 
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Sunday 31 March 2013 Easter Day  

06:30 am Holy Communion  [C] Netherexe   DD 

09:00 am Holy Communion  [BCP] Brampford Speke  DD 

10:00 am Service With A Smile  ☺ Brampford Speke  Lay-Led  

10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Cadbury JD 

10:00 am Family Service & Holy Communion  [C] ☺ Newton St Cyres  DC 

10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Poltimore  A 

Simmonds 

10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Stoke Canon  Michael & Sharon Simpson 

10:00 am Family Service & Holy Communion  [C] ☺ Thorverton  DD 

11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Rewe SS 

11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Upton Pyne  DC 

04:00 pm Evening Prayer  [BCP] Netherexe Lay-Led  

06:30 pm Evening Prayer  [BCP] Huxham   JD  

 

 

Services in the Netherexe Parishes 
Your parish churches aim to provide a variety of service types to meet the needs of the whole community.  Most 

Sunday services except those early in the morning include hymns and music. Everyone is welcome at all services 

 

Service With A Smile    These Family Services are designed for all ages and with the needs  

Brampford Speke & Stoke Canon     of young children especially in mind.  They are informal and contemporary 

And Family Service Thorverton    in style often including a children’s activity at the beginning; without 

communion.   

And Newton St Cyres  .  Services usually last about 35 minutes and are  followed by 

 refreshments. 

Holy Communion  [C] Traditional service in contemporary language [one hour] 

Holy Communion  [BCP] Traditional service in traditional language [one hour] 

Service of The Word  [SW]  Morning or Evening Service [without communion] in 

  contemporary language, often Lay-Led 

Morning Prayer  [BCP] Traditional Morning Service [Mattins] from the Book of 

  Common Prayer [about an hour] 

Evening Prayer or [BCP] Traditional Evening Service from the Book of Common 

Choral Evensong  Prayer [about an hour] 

 

Daily Morning & Evening Prayer in the Netherexe Parishes 

 

For daily services the format is generally Book of Common Prayer at Thorverton and Common Worship elsewhere, 

and the timing is about 20-30 minutes.  All are welcome. 

Morning Prayer is said on Mondays at 9.10pm in Stoke Canon church (during the school term, this takes the form 

of Collective Worship for Stoke Canon C. of E. School); on Tuesdays at 9.00am in Stoke Canon Chapel; In 

Thorverton at 7.30am on many weekdays and at 9.00am on Saturdays.  For a list of the days this month on which 

Morning Prayer will be said at Thorverton, please see the notice posted in the church porch at Thorverton and on 

the website [go to churches section then select Thorverton] 

Holy Communion [BCP] is celebrated on one Wednesday in each month at Thorverton at 9.30am; please see 

variations below for this month’s date 

Evening Prayer is said on Tuesdays at 6.00pm in Rewe church and on Thursdays at 5.00pm in Newton St Cyres 

church. 

Variations:   Wednesday 20 March 09:30 am Holy Communion [BCP] Thorverton  

 Who’s Who …..? Abbreviations Key 

DD The Revd  Preb Douglas Dettmer Rector   01392 860332 

SS The Revd  Preb Sue Sheppard  Associate Minister 01392 841284 

JD The Revd  Julia Dallen   Assistant Curate 01392 861145  

DC The Revd  Dave Carrington   Assistant Curate 01392 841275 

 

Family Services of the Word marked ☺ are led by Lay Teams. For more information about the Netherexe Parishes 

please see www.netherexe.org or contact: 

http://www.netherexe.org/
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Mrs Margaret Lowe [Administrator] 

Tel: 07594 714590 - Tuesday & Thursday [08:30 – 16:30] 

Email: margaret.admin@netherexe.org 

Correspondence:  The Netherexe Parishes, PO Box 734, Stoke Canon, Exeter, EX5 4WP. 

 
In Touch:  Each month we publish details of all church services, events and activities in our information leaflet called “In 

Touch”.  It is free and printed copies can be found in all of our churches but it is also available on-line from our website at 

www.netherexe.org  or if you would prefer to receive a copy by email, simply send your details to our Administrator  

Margaret Lowe at margaret.admin@netherexe.org  and you will be added to the monthly email distribution list. 

 

Would you like a lift to church?  May we offer you a lift to the parish church or to a joint service elsewhere?  

For transport to Sunday services  from locations in Thorverton parish, please ring Steve Rendell on 01392 

860780.   

For transport to weekday Holy Communion at Thorverton please ring Margaret Turner -Warwick on 01392 

861173 

For transport from locations in Newton St Cyres parish please contact Mrs Charlotte Dyer on 01392 851618 

For transport from Rewe parish please contact Guy Sheppard on 01392 841284 

 

 

Parish Letter
Time to step out of the noisy into the quiet 

 

I have just returned from the Holy Land as I write 

this letter, and I would like to share just one 

experience with you. 

 

This is a land in which it is hard to understand how it 

could get such a name when it is always under threat 

from one group or another. Either the Palestinians are 

fighting for their freedom and for their land back, or 

the Israelis are encroaching on more of the West 

Bank and oppressing the Palestinians. We heard the 

voices of many people in the land. All very ordinary 

people in themselves, but the collective voices do not 

seem to be. Each side has a good reason to be 

concerned about the other. 

 

Here at home there are anxieties of another kind, the 

discussions on single sex marriages, whether we 

should tax the richest higher, or reduce the benefits to 

those who currently receive them. The future looks 

uncertain for many and people are seeking the best 

deals they can for themselves. People are getting 

killed on our streets, or worse, in places considered to 

be safe, homes and schools. 

 

We are driven to ask, 'where is God in all this?' 

 

On our trip to The Holy Land we travelled into the 

wilderness and at the end of yet another tiring day, on 

top of a hill we listened to the story of Elijah 

frightened by the people who had gone their own 

ways and behaving selfishly and unthinkingly. He ran 

away to a cave on a mountain and hid. But an angel, 

a messenger of God, came to him and asked what 

was wrong, then he told Elijah God was coming past 

the mountain and he should go out and watch for 

him. Outside the cave the wind blew up, so strong it 

shook the mountain, but God was not in the Wind. 

Then an earthquake came, but God was not in the 

earthquake. Then there was a great fire, but God was 

not in the fire. Then there was silence and the still 

small voice of God. 

 

We were sitting in the open air listening to this story 

and afterwards we sat in silence. It was then that I 

became aware of the sound of water. Water in this 

dry and arid landscape? Looking around, I noticed a 

waterfall, which I had not seen or heard before. I was 

reminded of Christ, the living water, bringing life to 

the dry places of our lives, bringing a source of new 

life to the spiritually dry places in our world. I found 

it a great reassurance to know that God is always 

there if we step back from the anxieties of the world 

and wait upon God. We will find him already there 

and busy giving life to our world.    

 

We are well into the season of Lent in the church, 

when we step back from our busy lives to wait for 

God to pass by. If you have not already taken the 

opportunity to do so, I invite you to join the 

reflections on Wednesday evenings. A peaceful time 

to reflect on God's River of Blessing. Or sign up to 

Chew over the Issues of the Day. Give God a chance 

to speak to you in the quiet calm. 

 

Julia Dallen 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:margaret.admin@netherexe.org
http://www.netherexe.org/
mailto:margaret.admin@netherexe.org
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Greenbelt Festival 

August Bank Holiday weekend 2013 
 

The Greenbelt Festival provides an opportunity to 

spend the August Bank Holiday weekend relaxing 

and having fun whilst at the same time being 

stimulated and uplifted. It offers an amazingly rich 

variety of top-quality speakers, music, drama, 

comedy, film, alternative worship, reflective space 

and much more, all in a relaxed and open 

environment. An ‘arts, faith and justice festival, 

rooted in the Christian tradition’, it has a totally 

inclusive ethos where those of all backgrounds and 

ages can be comfortable, and you can engage in as 

much or as little as you like. The festival is held at 

Cheltenham Racecourse. 

 

 

 

I will be attending Greenbelt this year, as I have done 

for the last three years, and would be delighted to try 

to answer any questions if you think you may be 

interested -841275, david.carrington@netherexe.org . 

Information, including ticket prices (which are 

cheaper before Apr 30th), can be found at 

http://www.greenbelt.org.uk/festival/2013/ . 

Rev David Carrington 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Church Electoral Roll 
Every six years your church is required to completely 
renew their electoral roll and this is due to be 
completed during 2013.  If you wish to remain on 
your church’s electoral roll would you please 
complete an application form and return it to your 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

churchwarden.  The application form can also be 
downloaded from the Netherexe Parishes website at 
www.netherexe.org  please go the “Urgent Notices “ 
section on the home page. 

Margaret Lowe 
Administration Manager for the Netherexe parishes  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.greenbelt.org.uk/festival/2013/
http://www.netherexe.org/
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Baptist Church 
Prayers at the Baptist Church  

Every week six or seven members of the chapel meet 

together for an hour or so in order to pray.  Why do 

we do this and how do we go about it? 

We gather in this manner because prayer is important 

to us.  The Bible has so much to say to the believer 

about prayer.  We are encouraged to pray for one 

another, for the situations that preoccupy us, for those 

in authority over us such as monarchs, prime 

ministers and presidents, for those who make and 

apply our laws, for the Christian Church throughout 

the world, especially those believers who are 

suffering for their faith, for Christian mission.  An 

old hymn says: "Prayer is the Christian's vital breath,/ 

The Christian's native air,/ His watchword at the 

gates of death;/ He enters heaven with prayer." 

 

So how does this work out in practice?  We often 

share our own needs with each other in an attempt to 

carry out the biblical injunction to "bear one another's 

burdens."  As the saying goes, a burden shared is a 

burden halved. Together we pray for help, or 

guidance, or wisdom, or comfort or forbearance, in 

the varying situations we are facing.  We pray for our 

families, friends and neighbours, for the village of 

Thorverton and those of its inhabitants who are going 

through particular problems or situations, such as 

bereavement or ill-health, at any given time.   Her 

Majesty the Queen spoke in a Christmas broadcast of 

the unique person that God sent into the world, "a 

Saviour with the power to forgive."  She added: 

"Forgiveness lies at the heart of the Christian faith.  It 

can heal broken families, it can restore friendships 

and it can reconcile divided communities.  It is in 

forgiveness that we feel the power of God's love."  It 

is because we identify ourselves with our Sovereign's 

strong summary of the heart of the gospel that we 

meet in order to affirm these truths in prayer. 

 

We find a special place in our prayers for those who 

have the rule over us.  That embraces the Royal 

Family and all those who exercise power in the 

Queen's name at both national and local level.  We 

pray for wisdom for our legislators, that laws may be 

framed which are in accordance with divine law and 

wisdom.  We pray for agencies such as the Christian 

Institute which lobby Parliament in favour of 

Christian legislation and the rights of Christian 

believers in our society, rights which have arguably 

been eroded in recent years. 

 

We turn our thoughts too towards the situation in 

other lands.  We uphold in our prayers the work of 

the Baptist missionary Society, the Christian Blind 

Mission, the Leprosy Mission and so many others 

who are doing sterling work in relieving poverty, 

disease and deprivation.  We intercede for all those 

who have dedicated their professional skills to the 

alleviation of sickness and suffering.  We have a 

personal affinity for the work in Chad where very 

dedicated surgeons we have had the privilege of 

meeting lead a medical team in a mission hospital 

near the capital.  We pray earnestly for that land of 

Chad, with its misery and corruption, and feel so 

privileged at having a practical link in this way with 

Mark and Andrea Hotchkin and their two daughters. 

 Andrea has just lost her father and so we pray for her 

at this time of loss and mourning. We also pray for 

all that this team has been able to accomplish 

recently in the shape of a feeding programme.  So 

many babies and children in Chad are 

undernourished and consequently stunted in their 

growth.  The feeding programme makes all the 

difference in these young lives.  We praise God in 

our prayers for such initiatives. 

 

We are particularly concerned in our prayers for the 

state of the Suffering Church throughout the world, 

by which we mean those countries where the forces 

of opposition and persecution are brought to bear 

against all those who seek to live their daily lives as 

Christians in those societies.  We are grateful for the 

information we receive from various agencies such as 

Barnabas Aid and Christian Solidarity Worldwide 

which keep us up to date with the flagrant abuses in 

so many lands which deny believers their basic rights 

of freedom of conscience and freedom to practise 

their faith openly.  We have observed with horror so 

many cases around the world where an Arab spring 

has become a Christian winter.  Prevalent in our 

minds at the present moment is the situation in Syria. 

 We are reliably informed that tens of thousands of 

Christians there are in a desperate plight, facing 

numerous cases of abuse which include 

displacement, persecution, torture, rape and murder. 

 The Christian population of Homs has declined from 

50-60 thousand to less than one thousand.  One 

Syrian church leader is on record as saying:" I am not 

very optimistic that our Christian community will 

survive."  Faced with such suffering on the part of 

our brothers and sisters in Christ, what can we do but 

pray and support those organisations that do such a 

wonderful job in bringing practical hope and help to 

those caught up in such terrifying situations? 

We believe that in all the above our prayers make a 

difference. 

 

In closing, here is the verdict of Alexis Carrel, not a 

preacher but a famous French surgeon and biologist: 

"Prayer is the most powerful form of energy one can 

generate...Prayer is a force as real as terrestrial 

gravity. It supplies us with a steady flow of 

sustaining power in our daily lives." 

Maurice Harrison  
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Women’s World Day of Prayer 

Friday March 1
st
 2013 

Once again women all over the world will be joining 

in the Women’s World Day of Prayer. 

 

In Thorverton and District it will be held this year at 

the Baptist Church in Thorverton, at 11-00am 

followed by a soup lunch. 

 

These services are a great inspiration to all those 

present and must represent a considerable step 

forward in our move to Christian Unity. Praying 

together is surely the way to grow together in mutual 

understanding and we hope that this day of prayer 

can be carried forth each year into the future. 

 

A fellowship of joy, faith and love.  All this has 

grown from a simple service of prayer and contrition 

held first in 1887. 

 

We look forward to seeing you, and we welcome 

ALL. Ladies, men and children, everyone is 

welcome.   

 Phyllis Langdon 

 

Ladies Group 
For our February meeting we enjoyed learning and 

singing some African songs with guidance from 

Anne Vardy.  She thought we showed great promise!   

The next meeting will take place at Raddon Barton 

by the kind invitation of Margaret Ware on March 

14th. 

 

On April 11th we will meet at Beryl Grace's house, 

Moss Bank.  All meetings start at 7.30 p.m. 

 

Elspeth Holmes 

I Don’t Believe It 
 “Shutting the stable door after ……” seems to have 

been penned for the shambles that is dogging our 

processed food industry. It is not a question of 

mislabelling or accidental cross contamination, it is 

fraud. I wonder what else we carnivores and ex-

carnivores have unwittingly grazed on. Perhaps the 

other FSA should call for DNA checks on sea-horse 

in fish pies. 

 

Whilst none of us relish a visit to hospital, the 

appalling lack of care at Stafford Hospital is a wake-

up call to many hospitals. Much closer to home I’ve 

seen meals delivered to elderly confused patients 

with no attempt made to either help them to sit 

comfortably or to place their food within reach. As 

another commentator said this is not rocket surgery!   

 

I’m too old to have played with Lego as a child, but 

like many I’ve caught up in recent years. It’s hard to 

believe the little Danish brick had its 55
th
 birthday in 

January.    

             Commentator 

 

Twenty Five Years Ago 

Focus March 1988 
 

Brief  History of the W.I. Hut. 

 

Readers will no doubt know of the calamity that 

befell the W.I Hut at the beginning of February. I 

have heard it said in the village “why have a hut?”. 

The answer to that question goes back to the early 

twenties. The W.I. in the village was formed in 1924, 

an organization open to all women from all walks of 

life, married or single, and it was non-religious and 

non-political.  This led to the problem of meeting 

venues. In the early days the school was hired but 

this proved too expensive, the Drill Hall was also 

used but chiefly meetings were held in members’ 

houses. If the Memorial Hall had been available in 

those days it would have been ideal but as the hall  

was then the Thorverton and Cadbury Conservative 

Club it was not permissible to hold meetings there. 

The inconvenience of these arrangements prompted 

members to think about a hall of their own. This is 

where husbands came up trumps. Mr. C. Plucknett 

gave a corner of his orchard as a site for a world war 

1army hut and in no time the portable building 

arrived at the station. This was quickly transported to 

the site and the W.I. Hut was erected and in use for 

meetings. 

 

As time went on, plays, dances and fetes were held 

and the building became a popular place for social 

occasions. Many local folk will have happy 

memories of Mrs Shaw’s G.F.S. parties held each 

Christmas. 

 

War came in 1939 and soon the hut became a school. 

Evacuees from Leyton and Walthamstow carried on 

their education there with their teachers. The Hut was 

also used as a fruit preservation centre and when our 

American Allies were here a sort of Songs of Praise 

was held on a Sunday night occasionally. 

 

After the war, the hut reverted to its role as meeting 

place, some may even remember it as a “Picture 

House”. Mr S. Keen presented popular films once a 

week for a time but latterly the T.A.D.S. have put it 

on the map with their excellent pantomimes. 

 

We hope the building will soon be back to normal 

again. As I write, Mr Atkins and his workmen are 
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fitting a new roof. This will cost a lot of money but it 

will be good to have our little hut sound again. 

 

May I add a final note—the hut is a village hall and is 

in no way subsidised by the N.F.W.I.. We, with the 

help of our friends, keep the place going along and 

there will be a lot of fundraising for the roof fund in 

the near future and we will be grateful for your 

support at our functions. Our coffee mornings will 

continue and we have a Jumble Sale on March 12
th
 

and later a Spring Fayre. 

N.M.     

   

Focus Questionnaire – Results 
Thank you very much for those of you who 

completed the Focus questionnaire in last month’s 

edition and returned it to me.  I received back 29 

responses.  The responses will give us something to 

think about at the Focus AGM on 6
th
 March, but I 

thought that you might appreciate a summary here. 

 

Encouragingly, the majority of respondents (69%) 

felt that the content of Focus was very good or 

excellent.  Just 10% rated the content as satisfactory 

or poor.  There was greater divergence of view over 

the quality of production, with 17% rating it as 

excellent; 28% as very good; 24% good; and 31% 

satisfactory. 

 

Almost all respondents said that they bought Focus to 

find out what was planned to be going on or had been 

going on.  It enabled them to keep up with village 

news.  We did not receive any complaints about the 

cost.  There were very few comments about the 

adverts, mostly positive, although a couple of people 

said that there were too many.   

 

There were several suggestions for improvements to 

Focus, including: 

 improvement of the printed quality;   

 a further run of the people profiles (Focus 

On...);   

 a series on people’s hobbies or on their 

experiences;   

 finding a new cartoonist;   

 more reports from the football and cricket 

clubs;   

 more items from and about the school;   

 more items written by – and for – young 

people;   

 some grouping of the advertisements under a 

few categories;  

 a change to the way in which we staple 

Focus so that the crimped ends are on the 

top (to reduce the risk of scratching 

surfaces!);    

 updates on security and road safety;  

 a little more variety so that Focus doesn’t 

appear too much the same each month; 

 a series about the history of parts of 

Thorverton; 

 an electronic version for subscribers; 

 our gardening and nature correspondents to 

invite and respond to questions; 

 a quarterly directory of local services; 

 notification of births, deaths and marriages; 

 quizzes, crosswords and sudokus; 

 more secular information from around the 

Netherexe Mission Community; 

 dates of when the flag is to be flown; 

 a section of “for sale” items [we are always 

happy to put in such ads and have one this 

month from Sylv Gregory, so please send 

any in – Ed]; 

 more news from Mid-Devon District Council  

 

We will give these greater consideration at the Focus 

AGM and in the coming months.  Many of them are 

quite straightforward, but would have time 

implications, so if anyone would like to volunteer to 

help put any into practice, please make yourself 

known to me. 

 

Finally, a few very kind comments, which give me 

great encouragement that we are going some way to 

meeting our aim of producing a magazine that 

villagers can be proud of: 

“I think that you folks do an excellent job.  

Long may it continue.” 

“I have never come across such a brilliant 

village magazine.” 

“Other people envy our village magazine.” 

“Comes out unfailingly on time and is great 

value.” 

“Excellent value for money.” 

 

Thank you. 

Neville Lane 

 

TARTS 

Thorverton Amblers Ramblers  and 

Trampers 
All walks meet opposite the church at 09.30, and are 

suitable for dogs unless otherwise stated. Shorter 

walks are usually 4 – 6 miles in length and longer 

walks 6 – 9 miles, however precise details of each 

walk (length, gradient, lunch information etc) will be 

displayed approximately a week before the walk in 

the Old Post Office Window and on the village notice 

board. If you would like to be included on the email 

list contact Caroline (861002) or Graeme (86020). 
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Thorverton And District History 
Society  

 

 

 

Our January talk was preceded by the AGM. In 

summary, retiring Chairman Bill Stamper reviewed 

the year, thanking Officers and Committee. Barrie 

Phillips was elected Chairman. Alan Turner 

continues as Treasurer and Beryl Coe as Programme 

Secretary. Graham Culshaw succeeds Marion Crang 

as Minutes Secretary, but Marion will continue with 

publicity (and her delightful posters!). Ian Stoyle 

joins Roy Barton and Robin Blyth-Lord on the 

Committee. 

 

Our first talk of the year, entitled Radford House and 

Estate, Plymstock, was given by committee member 

Robin Blyth-Lord. Luckily, Robin was in good voice 

- the heavy rain on the hut roof would have defeated 

many speakers. He presented an engaging story of 

new world treasures gained from the exploits of 

famous “seafarers” such as Drake, Hawkins and 

Raleigh, and how such wealth helped build an estate 

of some importance. 

 

The estate had its origins in the 13
th
 century, the land 

passing to a Richard de Redvers then William le 

Abbe then Walter le Abbe, the latter changing his 

name to the locally more acceptable William 

Radford. But our story begins in earnest in the 16
th
 

century when the estate is owned by Christopher 

Harris, Collector of the Port, responsible for the 

division of privateers’ booty in accordance with the 

rules of the voyage. His diligence was generously 

rewarded, amassing a great amount of silver which 

he had made into a large set of 31 serving dishes 

between 1581 and 1602, each rim engraved with the 

family arms. Like Drake he was altruistic, building 

alms-houses at Goosewell, which survived into the 

20
th
 century, but were demolished and replaced in 

1963 by a modern terrace of little charm.   

Sir Christopher died in 1626, leaving no heir, so the 

estate passed to a great nephew, John Harris. A 

subsequent generation, another John Harris (b 1785), 

exchanged land with the Duke of Bedford, giving 

Harris ownership of both banks of the creek, and 

allowing him to dam the creek, creating the delightful 

freshwater lake. He also improved and extended the 

Elizabethan manor house and built the ornate bijou 

castle on the dam for estate workers. 

 

The serving set disappeared until 1827, when 

workers in a potato barn at nearby Brixton unearthed 

26 pieces, returning them to the family. In 1885 23 

dishes were sold to jewellers Attenborough and Son 

for £1,255. In 1992 the enlarged collection of 26 

pieces, appropriately named the Armada Service, was 

purchased by the British Museum for £900,000. In 

2009 two pieces from America sold for £135,000 at 

auction in Crewkerne. 

 

An earlier generation’s investment in the Naval Bank 

in Plymouth, using the estate as collateral, was the 

family’s undoing. Following the Banks failure in 

1914, the current generation, a Mr Thomas Bulteel, 

was forced to sell the estate. A William Mitchell 

purchased it for £11,000 but appeared to have little 

interest in it and it became derelict. Despite richly 

panelled rooms and other architectural attributes the 

house was finally demolished in 1937, concluding a 

beautifully illustrated story spanning almost 500 

years.  

                                        Barrie Phillips 

      

       

Legal Eagle 
 

This month we continue our look at the basic offence 

of criminal damage as provided in s1(1) CDA 1971. 

Having considered the actus reus requirements of the 

offence we now turn our attention to mens rea 

elements of intention or recklessness. 

 

So, the accused must intend to destroy or damage 

property or be reckless as to this and know or be 

reckless to the fact that the damage or destruction is 

to property belonging to another. 
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It will be recalled that intention can be direct or 

indirect. Direct intention is established on proof that 

the accused had as his aim, desire or purpose, the 

damage or destruction of property. Indirect intention 

requires proof that, barring all unforeseen 

circumstances, the destruction or damage was a 

virtually certain consequence of the accused’s 

conduct and that the accused was aware of this. 

 

The alternative to the accused having acted with the 

intention of destroying or damaging property is that 

the accused was reckless as to this. 

 

‘Recklessness‘ in relation to criminal damage has a 

rather chequered history. It begins with the case of 

Cunningham [1957]. The accused tore a gas meter 

from the wall of an unoccupied house in order to be 

better able to get to the money inside the meter. In 

wrenching the meter from the wall he broke the gas 

pipe; escaping gas seeped into a neighbouring house 

and was inhaled by the occupant. The accused was 

convicted of maliciously administering a noxious 

substance so as to endanger life under s23 Offences 

Against the Person Act 1861. The accused appealed 

and the appeal was upheld. At trial the judge had 

directed the jury that ‘maliciously‘ means with 

malice. The Court of Appeal held that that 

‘maliciously‘ requires the accused to have intended 

or alternatively to have been reckless to causing the 

result. In relation to recklesness the Court held that 

this would be established where the accused was 

aware that the result could occur but nevertheless 

went on to take that risk. The test for recklessnes 

was, therefore, subjective. 

 

However, in Caldwell [1981], where the accused had 

set fire to a hotel in which people were staying, the 

House of Lords redefined recklessness for the 

purposes of criminal damage. The accused had 

pleaded not guilty to a charge of recklessly 

endangering life by arson. His defence was based 

upon the fact that he was so drunk that he did not 

realise that his conduct could endanger life. When the 

case finally came before the House of Lords, it was 

held that there were two types of recklessness for the 

offences under the CDA 71. The accused could be 

reckless in the subjective, Cunningham sense, or, in 

the alternative, the accused could be found to be 

reckless by creating an obvious risk of damage which 

he had failed to consider. 

 

The result is that the prosecution now have two bites 

at the ‘reckless‘ cherry. Either the accused was 

reckless in the subjective, Cunningham, sense or the 

accused was objectively reckless, having created a 

risk which was obvious to the reasonable person but 

one which the accused had failed to consider. 

 

Much unhappiness was expressed by members of the 

judiciary regarding the unfairness of the objective 

test. Primarily, this was due to the fact that the 

accused was to be judged against a reasonable person 

who did not share any of the accused’s characteristics 

affecting the accused’s ability to appreciate the risk. 

This unhappiness was clearly expressed by Robert 

Goff  L.J. in Elliott –v- C ( a Minor )[1983]. 

 

In this case, C a 14-year-old schoolgirl, in a remedial 

class at school, who had been out all night without 

sleep, entered a garden shed. She found white spirit 

which she poured on the carpet in the shed and set 

fire to it with some matches that she had also found 

in the shed. The shed was destroyed by the fire. The 

justices found C not guilty on a charge of criminal 

damage. The justices concluded that because of her 

age, limited understanding, lack of experience of 

white spirit and exhaustion, the risk of destroying the 

shed would not have been obvious to her or been 

appreciated by her if she had given thought to the 

matter. 

 

Unsurprisingly, given that the finding by the justices 

is clearly at odds with the objective test for 

recklessness found in Caldwell, the prosecution 

appealed by way of Case Stated to the Divisional 

Court of the Queen’s Bench Division. Inevitably the 

Divisional Court concluded that the justices were 

wrong but Robert Goff L.J. expressed his 

unhappiness as follows, ‘I agree with the conclusion 

reached.........but I do so simply because I believe 

myself constrained to do so by authority. I feel 

moreover that I would be lacking in candour if I were 

to conceal my unhappiness about the conclusion 

which I feel compelled to reach...........‘ 

 

So we come to the case of G and Another [2003] in 

which the wheel turns full circle. The accused, aged 

11 and 12 were out camping. They entered the back 

yard of a shop where they found a bundle of 

newspapers. The broke some of the newspapers free 

from the bundle, set light to them and threw them 

under a wheelie bin. The fire took hold, spread, and 

over £1m of damage was caused to adjacent 

premises. They were charged with criminal damage 

by arson. They were convicted for whilst that were 

not subjectively reckless, nevertheless, the risk would 

have been obvious to the reasonable person so 

objective recklessness was established. On appeal, 

the House of Lords held that the decision in Caldwell 

was wrong. Criminal damage and related offences 

require the prosecution to establish that the accused 

was aware of the risk of causing the result. On the 

facts the accused lacked the necessary awareness and 

their convictions were quashed. 
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So, we are back where we started in Cunningham, 

subjective recklessness is required for offences under 

the CDA 71. This is in keeping with the view that for 

offences requiring mens rea this can only be 

established by showing a balmeworthy state of mind. 

 

Next month, ‘Without lawful excuse‘. 

 

Clive Hamblin 

 

 

 

Silverton & Exe Valley Seniors 
March 2013 Newsletter 

 

If you are 

 
You can be in! 

 

If you are this age or above, live in Silverton or the 

Exe Valley, are interested in social activities and 

meeting people then membership of the Club may be 

for you.   The Club organises events such as coffee 

mornings, coach outings, holidays, whist drives and 

theatre trips.  Annual membership is £5 per person.  

Full details of our 2013 programme of events on our 

website http://sevs.info.   

 

MARCH WHIST  
Whist Afternoons this month are fortnightly on the 

4
th
 and 18

th
 March at St Mary’s Church Hall 

Silverton commencing at 2:00 PM.  Entrance fee £2 

includes a raffle ticket, tea & biscuits (sometimes 

cake!).  Do come along, it is easy to learn (can’t 

play? we will teach you) and helps to keep the brain 

active! 

 

MARCH COFFEE MORNING.  Our Monthly 

coffee morning will be held on Tuesday 12
th
 March 

between 1000 and 1130 at St Mary’s Church Hall 

Silverton. An   opportunity to book for events and 

meet friends! Entrance charge only £0.50 plus 

optional Raffle.  Please do come along and support us 

and bring your neighbours and friends.  Everyone is 

most welcome.  

 

FORTHCOMING OUTINGS Prices include 

coach cost and venue admission  

 

22 MAR Dartmoor & Widecombe-in-the-

Moor £10 Depart 1000 

25 APR  Sherborne & Sherborne Castle 

 £20 Depart 0900 

16 MAY Arlington Court & Carriage Museum

 £18 Depart 1100 

14 JUN  St Michael’s Mount or Trebah 

Gardens £20 Depart 0830 

29 JUN  Annie get your gun! Afternoon 

matinee £25 Depart 1100 

 

2013 CLUB HOLIDAYS 

 

YORKSHIRE 20-24 MAY (5 Days/4 Nights) 

Staying at the 3* AA Cairns Hotel Harrogate: 

Excursions include the Royal Armouries Museum, 

Settle-Carlisle Railway ride, Skipton & Canal Cruise 

 

EASTBOURNE & SOUTH DOWNS: 30 SEP-04 

OCT (5 Days/4 Nights) 

Staying at the 3* Best Western York House Hotel 

Eastbourne.  Excursions to Brighton, Bluebell 

Railway, Sheffield Park & Gardens and picturesque 

Alfriston 

 

Full details of both Club Holidays are now available.  

Price for each holiday is £285 (Single room 

supplement £30 extra) inclusive of all excursions and 

admissions.  For further details ask for a leaflet or 

visit http://www.sevs.info 

  

If you are interested in any of the above events or 

would like to join the Club please contact Martin 

Clough Club Secretary 38 Hederman Close Silverton 

Devon EX5 4HW Telephone 01392 860971 or e-

mail: martin.mcassoc@btconnect.com 

 

Martin Clough 

 

 

Newton St Cyres Tennis Club:  

 

At the Devon Lawn Tennis Club AGM on 30th 

January 2013 our Chairman Frederiek Maddock was 

presented with the Devon Tennis Club of the Year 

2012 trophy for Newton St Cyres Tennis Club. 

 

We were nominated for this award for a variety of 

reasons.  Although we are only a small, village, two–

court tennis club, we offer tennis for the whole 

community, for players aged four to 90; we hold 

various club sessions, covering a range of playing 

abilities; and we offer opportunities for non-members 

to try out tennis, from junior fun days and summer 

camps to adult taster sessions. 

 

Our league teams have been very successful, with our 

Ladies A team playing division 1 and our Mens A 

team playing division 2 this summer. We also run 

five other league teams to provide as wide a 

challenge as we can for all those interested in playing 

http://sevs.info/
http://www.sevs.info/
mailto:martin.mcassoc@btconnect.com
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league tennis. In addition we organise three different 

levels of competitive club singles events throughout 

the year for anyone over 16. 

 

We have set up a progressive junior coaching 

programme incorporating mini-tennis, and have 

assisted our juniors in playing tournaments at other 

clubs as well as our own annual junior tournaments 

and regular match-play opportunities. Our Junior 

coach is Toby Harradence. 

 

We keep our members (and prospective members) up 

to date with email newsletters and a regularly 

updated website –  

www.newtonstcyrestennisclub.co.uk.  Do take a look. 

 

The club is well run by enthusiastic volunteers and is 

on a sound financial footing.  We actively arrange 

events that bring people who may not know each 

other together, such as the regular monthly singles 

tournaments, American tournaments, club 

championships, and an annual Christmas party. 

 

We are thrilled to have received this award, which we 

believe reflects the contribution its members both 

past and present have made to the club since its 

foundation in 1975. 

 

If you require further information about the club 

please contact our membership secretary Laura Leigh 

01647 24259 or check the website.  Our membership 

year runs from April 1st. 

 Viv Baber 

 

The Exe Valley Federation of 
Schools 
 

LOOKING BACK OVER THE FIRST YEAR OF 

THE EXE VALLEY FEDERATION  

 

They say that time flies when you’re having fun but 

we can hardly believe that the first anniversary of the 

Exe Valley Federation is approaching so quickly; 

having said that, the three primary schools at 

Cheriton Fitzpaine, Newton St Cyres and Thorverton 

have done so much together in the last year that we 

feel as though we have been working together 

forever! Across the federation we have begun to 

implement our shared vision. Our federation motto is 

“United in Excellence” and that is a goal that we all 

strive towards. Every child is supported to achieve 

the very best that they can in everything they do and 

we all enjoy sharing our many successes. 

 

Our first big celebration was around the time of the 

Queen’s Jubilee when we got everyone together for a 

picnic lunch, kite flying and a concert. It was a 

fabulous day, with all the children and teachers 

getting to know each other for the first time. Ever 

since then, we have tried to keep in touch, using our 

videoconferencing equipment and joining together 

for school visits, outdoor adventure activities and 

residentials.  The year six children spent two days at 

Start Bay, the year five children have worked 

together on a creative arts project and everyone loved 

watching the “Sleeping Beauty” when a visiting 

theatre company performed for us.  

 

The teaching and support staff have enjoyed taking 

some of their in-service training together and good 

support networks have been established. Some 

teachers and teaching assistants are even working 

across the federation on a regular basis and as the 

Executive Headteacher I have immersed myself in 

the organisation and daily routines of each school, 

prioritising my time according to the needs of each 

school. 

 

The new Governing Body has had a lot to do and it 

has come through with flying colours. One year on 

we have a well informed and highly effective set of 

governors who have spent time getting to know the 

special ethos of each school.  They take their 

responsibilities seriously, meeting six days a year for 

formal business matters as well as offering hands on 

involvement across the three schools. 

 

As a federation, we enjoy taking part in many extra-

curricular activities that include sporting and 

expressive arts events. Our latest venture takes us to 

the Great Hall at the University of Exeter on 

Thursday 09 March when our three school choirs will 

be performing on stage as part of the “Century of 

Song”. If you would like to join us, tickets are 

available from the Northcott Theatre Booking Office 

– I can promise you it will be a night to remember so 

don’t miss out! 

Heather M Perry 

Executive Headteacher 

 

Recipe  
Pasta with Chilli and Greens 

  

Ingredients [4 adults]  

500gm pasta of your choice (wholemeal spaghetti 

works well) 

4 generous handfuls of 'Greens' (this can be kale, 

spinach, rocket, early sprouts of broccoli or even 

lettuce- whatever is seasonally available in the shops 

or in your garden) 

2-3 cloves garlic crushed and chopped 

1 medium heat dry red chilli or 2 fresh, finely sliced 

2-3 tablespoons olive oil  
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Method 

Cook the greens in a large saucepan with 5cm boiling 

water in the bottom on a high heat for 2-3 minutes 

until just cooked.  Put to drain in a colander. 

Cook pasta according to instructions on the packet 

At the same time heat oil on a low heat and add chilli 

and garlic.  Fry until you can smell the garlic then 

take off the heat.  Chop your greens and add to the 

chilli/garlic oil and stir so thoroughly coated.  Drain 

pasta and mix with the greens. 

Serve immediately with a bowl of grated cheese with 

a good strong flavour. 

 from Sustainable Crediton 

  

 

Devon Youth Jazz Orchestra in 
London 
The following report is written by Raddon 

Stephenson, who was a member of the Orchestra 

which visited the House of Commons and played a 

concert at Portcullis House. 

We set off by coach for London at 9:20 am after an 

hour’s rehearsal at Exeter School. On the four-hour 

journey we stopped a few times and ate lunch, 

watching the sad news of the helicopter crash in 

London that day.  

 

After getting to London at about 1:30 we walked 

around by the river to take a few photos. We then 

queued to get into the House of Commons where we 

went through strict security before being allowed 

through the doors. 

 

First, we went into the entrance hall where Guy 

Fawkes was tried and the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee 

took place – an enormous hall with huge wooden 

figures holding up the rafters. Then we made our way 

into a waiting room for the House of Commons 

before finally entering the House itself. 

 

We entered during the middle of a hilarious speech 

by Kevin Brennan in discussion about the 

Examination Reform proposed by Michael Gove, 

watching as he talked about and insulted Gove and 

his ideas wittily and interestingly. Gove then stood 

and had his say on the matter, while the opposition 

muttered and argued against him.  Very entertaining 

and interesting to watch, on a very relevant subject so 

we were very lucky to see this debate. Then the 

voting was held, in strict tradition with ‘Ayes’ and 

‘Noes’ and Mr Speaker calling out ‘Clear the lobby’ 

and ‘Order, order!’.  The next debate was on Fuel 

Poverty and Energy Efficiency, with a female 

speaker from the opposition, another Government 

win. 

   

We the headed towards Portcullis House. Here we 

waited for the bus to unload equipment and 

instruments (in the cold!). Then we entered the 

building which had two or three enormous trees in 

the centre, walking past portraits of various 

Government figures ending with the Prime Minster. 

We dumped our instruments in the green room before 

sound checking at around 6. Then we had our photos 

as a band taken many times for DYJO publicity. 

 

Finally it was time to go on stage. We were 

introduced and Mike Westbrook (the composer 

whose music we played) talked a little about his 

compositions and his suite we were playing in the gig 

‘English Soup’ (Trifle). After a 20 second march 

style arrangement of Rule Britannia, we began the 

first real piece, a swing tune followed by a Latin-

style piece called ‘Brazilian Love Songs’. 

 

The next few numbers went well also, the audience 

clapping appreciatively after each piece and we 

ended the set with a fast swing number called 

‘Trifle’. After the interval the second half started on a 

blues tune with a trombone solo. This set was similar 

in length (45 mins) to the first and went just as well, 

though with the pieces less to my liking in 

composition. The compere announced each member 

of the band’s name and a small personal comment for 

each of us.  

 

We ended on the only jazz standard of the gig: 

‘Mood Indigo’. This was my favourite piece, mainly 

because it was less modern in style than many of 

Westbrook’s pieces. The announcer then addressed 

us all individually again and we left the stage, feeling 

both tired and relieved. 

 

We left at around 9:30, ate cake and talked for the 

beginning of the journey before sleeping at the end, 

eventually arriving back in Exeter at 1:30 am. A very 

successful and interesting day. 

 

Raddon Stephenson 

 

 

The Garden in March 
March is a busy month for the garden but allows one 

to catch up on winter jobs if the weather has been too 

unpleasant through January and February.  Any 

winter pruning jobs need to be completed as early as 

possible this month as plants are beginnng to come 

out of their winter sleep and the sap soon starts to 

rise.  Indeed it is too late for pruning Acers as the sap 

will be moving around the trees and bushes and 

Acers can `bleed ` copiously if pruned beyond this 

point.  You can see if this has begun by looking at the 

buds and if they have started to swell, the sap has 
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started to rise and it is safer for the tree to be left 

alone until next winter. 

 

If you have fruit trees and bushes you wish to prune 

but have not been able to do so yet, you have time 

now to get this done but don`t leave it too long.  

Remember not to prune your plum trees or any from 

the Prunus family as they can get a nasty disease 

called silver leaf which is transported in cold 

conditions as spores and can get into the plants 

through recent pruning cuts.  So wait until later in 

April for these fruit and finish any summer pruning 

before the end of August. 

 

Roses can be pruned now. Shrub roses - heavy 

pruning is generally not required although some 

restriction of size is usually needed. Some modern 

shrub roses throw out long vigorous shoots from near 

the base. Shorten these by up to a third to reduce 

wind rock and keep the bush to the size that suits 

you.  Old shrub roses are more individual and as a 

rule flower more on the previous year`s growth.  Aim 

to encourage growth of new shoots from the base and 

cut out any old, unproductive or inward growing 

crossing branches.   Climbers - only prune true 

climbing roses now and leave ramblers until 

September.  A healthy climbing rose will have 

produced a number of strong shoots last summer. 

Chose 5 to 7 good new growths and cut out as many 

as possible of the older stems which have already 

flowered.  If the plant is not vigorous in this way, 

take out less and give the plant a good feed.  Make 

sure the plant is not crowded and has plenty of room 

around it.  Bush roses, large flowered hybrid tea 

roses and floribunda roses - first cut out damaged or 

weak growth or any crossing stems.  Then cut back 

healthy stems to 3 or 5 buds from the base for hybrid 

tea or 5 to 7 buds on cluster floribunda roses.  

Always cut back to an outward- facing bud.  Aim for 

about 5 stems on each bush.  Make sure you pick up 

all cuttings and remove from the garden. 

 

Late March and early April is a good time to mulch 

and feed your roses then stand back and enjoy.  What 

a wonderful garden plant and well worth taking a 

little trouble over for best results. 

 

Lawns will soon need attention.  The first cut needs 

to be high.  Do not be tempted to go too low too 

soon.  If your lawn has lots of worm casts wait for 

them to dry (!!!!) and then break them up and spread 

them around before mowing.  Lawn feeds can be 

applied at the end of the month.  Make sure you read 

instructions carefully. 

 

Back in the veggie garden lots of jobs await.  If you 

haven`t got onions or garlic planted out, do so as 

soon as possible.  March is the month for planting out 

seed potatoes.  Always buy your potato seed from a 

reputable garden centre so that they will be 

guaranteed disease free.  Potatoes like rich soil and 

will take any amount of well rotted manure or garden 

compost added to the soil.  Dig well in as your potato 

begins its new season under the ground and needs to 

access goodness at this level.  Dig a trench a spade 

depth and place your seed potato in with some slug 

pellets.  This will maximize underground slug 

damage.  Refill with compost enriched soil and wait 

for the first shoots to appear.  Plant about 45cms 

apart.  When the new growth appears above ground, 

now is the time to ‘earth’ up your potatoes, i.e. dig 

plenty of soil over the top of them.  This helps them 

to be more productive underground and also prevents 

a frost damaging your tender top growth which can 

have devastating effects.  If you have earthed them 

up and a late frost threatens to harm them it is handy 

to have some fleece available to spread over the top.  

Money well spent as you can use it for years and it 

could save the whole crop. 

 

Parsnips,  cabbage, raddish, brussels, leeks, lettuce 

and at the end of the month, spinach can all be sown 

this month.  In fact get your parsnip seed in as soon 

as possible and your brussel plants.  Both have a very 

long growing period.  A word of warning re  brassica 

plants.  If you do not grow your own plants from 

seed, always buy in from a good garden centre.  A 

very nasty disease called club root can be passed on 

from plants kindly given away!! This disease will 

stay in your soil for up to 20 years and will spoil all 

future brassica crops by attacking and distorting the 

root growth.  Also remember that root crops prefer 

less rich soil, so plant all root crops in a plot without 

added manure or garden compost.  Peas and broad 

beans on the other hand love rich soil and this month 

plant both in a plot with lots of extra goodness.  Also 

your humble lettuce is a `greedy feeder` and will 

appreciate a rich place to grow. 

 

If you haven`t already done so, feed and mulch both 

your rhubarb plants, leaving the crowns free, and 

your asparagus, covering this plant over completely.  

You can also add kitchen salt over the top of your 

asparagus plants before covering them with mulch.  

This will deter any slugs from gorging themselves 

below ground before you see any spears.  The 

asparagus plant comes originally from coastal areas 

and will quite happily thrive on these conditions. 

 

Well, Neville, a few  jobs to be getting on with, no 

time for relaxing in the deck-chair yet!!  Happy 

gardening.  Thanks Lorraine! – Ed. 

 

                            Lorraine Colebrook   
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Golf Society 
 

Sunday 17th February, 2012 
Having been disappointed on the two previous golf 

days, the weather finally rendering the course at 

Newton unplayable, eleven hardy golfers braved the 

cold and the bright light in the sky. Some said it must 

have been a meteor sent over from Russia. 

 

An almost faultless round by Rhys Roberts rewarded 

him with 20 points, first place and a 1.5 shot cut to 

reduce his handicap to 10.8. Joint runners-up were 

Phil Beasley and Chris Harlow with 18 pts. The 

remainder formed an orderly queue behind but none 

was closer that three points adrift. Shortest drive was 

struck, if that is the right word, by David Harlow at 

the 4
th
 tee. The ball just managed to topple off the 

front edge of the teeing ground from where it was 

despatched a further four yards. The 4
th
 tee became 

an even colder place for a while. 

 

Competition for the Donna-Y moment was intense. 

Having lost his ball in the pond at the 1
st
, Geoff 

Bulley pushed a tee into the ground at the 2
nd

 before 

realising how useful a ball would be just at that 

moment. Chris Harlow contrived to three-putt on the 

9
th
, an act seen as handicap protection as one more 

point would have brought a reduction. 

 

However, this was nothing compared to the activities 

of John Mann on the 5
th
 green. Having magnificently 

birdied the previous hole, thus starting to build a 

good score, Mr Mann took three putts, the first being 

from less than three feet, before finding the cup. Bad 

enough, but his remark that “that takes care of any 

chance of a cut” put him firmly in line for the Donna-

Y moment. It was not until much later, when he 

imagined it was safe to do so, that John admitted to 

having arrived at the course minus some important 

equipment. Some would say absolutely essential and 

not without justification. Golfers need at least one 

golf ball, two or even more is advisable. No one had 

noticed John purchasing new balls before going to 

the 1
st
 tee but no doubt few will miss the opportunity 

to counsel him about his forgetfulness. 

 

A reminder to all those who participate. This Good 

Friday, 29
th
 March, will be the eighth birthday of the 

golf society. All are welcome but please remember to 

bring something suitable as a prize. Don’t forget, 

there are two Sunday morning events each month. If 

you can swing a club and usually hit a ball with it, 

why not join in the fun. All are welcome. Details at 

The Exeter. 

 

G.S. Potter 

 

Poetry 
The First Snowdrop 

 

Born of the snow 

Bathed in the dew, 

Dressed by the frost, 

Her fairness grew. 

 

Kissed by the breeze 

Blessed by the rain, 

Softly she spoke 

Of spring again. 

 

Cold was the soil 

Dark was her bed, 

Strong was the faith 

Which upward led. 

 

No warmth she knew 

Except inside 

Her tiny heart 

From which spread wide: 

 

The budding start  

Of every spring, 

Its new sprung hope, 

Its wondering. 

 

One snowdrop small 

And sweet as love, 

A special gift 

From Heaven above. 

 

Doreen Beer 
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Nature Notes 
This month’s report contains some local wildlife 

stories and news of recent sightings.  

 

Last year Debbie Davey at Little Hythe noticed 

something looked a bit strange on her lawn. Debbie 

walked out to investigate and discovered not only a 

grass snake but one with a frog in its jaws with the 

frog’s legs sticking out. Debbie was a little scared of 

the snake but the snake was even more alarmed at the 

approach of a potential attacker and spat out the frog. 

The snake slithered away leaving Debbie to pick up 

the still live frog and place it somewhere safe. 

 

On one occasion, a long while ago, a fox visited the 

garden of Little Hythe and standing on tip toe as high 

as it could reach, plucked an apple from the Cox’s 

Orange Pippin tree. The fox then remained on the 

lawn and leisurely ate up the apple. 

 

The normally shy Jay is still a very common sighting 

this winter. The lack of food in woods and hedgerows 

has forced it to venture closer to human habitation. 

The poor acorn crop prevented the Jay from caching 

acorns in autumn to see it through the winter. The Jay 

will also eat other fruit, berries and nuts but there is 

so much competition for these from other animals 

including migrant birds. This is why Debbie has a 

pair of Jays who visit her bird feeders every day. It 

will be interesting see how long the Jays continue to 

visit the feeders. A lack of food in the wild was how 

the Great Spotted Woodpecker came to be a regular 

visitor to bird feeders. 

 

Sarah Yeandle reported seeing a Moorhen running 

along the road near Lynch Farm. Apparently this bird 

will utilise pastures and hedges well away from 

water. As well as nesting very close to water, it will 

also nest in hedges and trees. Its food includes grass, 

seeds and worms.  

 

Candlemas day (2
nd

 February) was the first day the 

drumming of a Great Spotted Woodpecker was heard 

by me first thing in the morning. Later in the 

morning, TARTS (Thorverton walking group) also 

heard the drumming of a Great Spotted Woodpecker 

between Thorverton and Bickleigh. Also on this walk 

we had the opportunity to admire a kestrel that 

obliged to sit in a tree for a while. We heard a skylark 

singing and saw the ubiquitous buzzard. 

 

Holly (my niece) and I did a reccy for the TARTS 

walk scheduled for 2
nd

 March. At People’s Park, 

Tiverton we came across a Great Spotted 

Woodpecker obviously used to the public as it did 

not fly away but merely moved from tree to tree upon 

our approach. Further along the walk, below Marley, 

Holly spotted three roe deer in the wood. For those 

TARTS who joined Heather Kershaw’s Knightshayes 

walk on 1
st
 January, this is the spot we all stopped for 

a coffee break. At Cove Bridge, the road between 

Cove village and the bridge is closed to traffic due to 

the destruction of the road surface by the mighty 

force of the Exe in the ‘great’ December flood.  

Work has since begun on repairing the damage. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Destruction of road surface at Cove (photo: Holly 

Delve) 

The next stage of the Exe Valley Way TARTS walk 

on 16
th
 February from Bickleigh to Tiverton gave us 

more wildlife delights. Snowdrops are flowering 

along the river bank, in the woods and even in a field 

where their bulbs may have been washed up by 

previous floods. There are lots of deer tracks in the 

woodland and we came across a recently dead deer. 

Opposite the dead deer on the other side of the track 

we found the fruiting bodies of a fungus called 

Scarlet Elf Cup Sarcoscypha coccinea growing from 

a piece of dead wood. This small cup shaped fungus 

with its scarlet interior is edible and is more 

frequently found in the West of England.  

 

The last significant finding during the walk was 

frogspawn in a watery spot between Tiverton 

Sewerage works and Collipriest, our first frogspawn 

sighting of the year. 

 

At Stable House at The Glebe, frogspawn was found 

in the garden pond on 13
th
 February (photo next 

page). I can’t find the record for this pond from last 

year but I wrote that frogspawn was seen at 

Stoodleigh on 14
th
 February 2012. In 2011 the spawn 

was spotted at Stable House on 9
th
 February. It 

appears that this year’s spawning activity is taking 

place more or less at the same time as last year. Here 

is a picture of seven frisky frogs taken at Stable 

House on 17
th
 February.    

 

Jenny Garne  
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Photo by Emily Lane 

 

 

Police News 

I am enjoying getting to know the community in 

Thorverton and the area. We seem to have an issue 

with parking in Broadlands when the football pitch is 

in use and I am looking into this as I know it causes 

many problems with access. 

       I would like to update you with a 

recent change in legislation, from 1st 

December 2012 the “Fouling of Land 

by Dogs (Mid Devon) Order 2012, Clean 

Neighbourhoods and Environment Act 2005” 

came into force throughout Mid Devon. This 

means that it is an offence for a dog to foul anywhere 

that is a public place and for the person looking after 

the dog not to pick up and remove the faeces.  A 

maximum fine of £1000 can be issued to the 

offending person. If you see a person commit this 

offence it can be reported to Mid Devon via the 

website.  

PCSO Anna Roberts 

 
 
 
 

Guide Opportunities at Fursdon 
House 
 
 

 

If you would like to be part of the team of guides at 

Fursdon and you have good communication skills, 

enthusiasm and commitment, we would love to hear 

from you. 

 

Fursdons have lived at Cadbury since the thirteenth 

century and the house and gardens are at the heart of 

a small farming estate. On a guided tour of the house 

visitors hear about the history of 23 generations of 

the Fursdon family and see family furniture, portraits 

and memorabilia. Full training will be given and an 

hourly rate paid.  

 

The house is open on Bank Holiday Mondays 

between Easter and the end of August and Sundays 

and Wednesdays during June, July and August. In 

addition there are pre-booked groups of visitors on 

non-public days between April and September. You 

will work approximately two hours per session and 

we will need you for 6 – 10 sessions during the 

season on a rota basis. 

 

For more information please contact Catriona 

Fursdon or Judi Chambers, Fursdon, Cadbury, 

Exeter, EX5 5JS. Tel. 01392 860860, 

admin@fursdon.co.uk,  www.fursdon.co.uk 

 

mailto:admin@fursdon.co.uk
http://www.fursdon.co.uk/
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Fursdon House, Cadbury, Devon, EX5 5JS 

 

 

 

 

 

Opening Easter Monday!  
Historic manor house with elegant Jacobean and Regency interior, home of the Fursdon 

family for 7 centuries. Local history, family memorabilia and costumes, furniture and 

paintings on informal tour. Stroll in grounds and lovely walled garden. Delicious home 

baking in the Coach Hall. 

 

House and Garden Opening Dates 2013 

 

Bank holiday Mondays and Sundays and Wednesdays in June, July and August 

Grounds open from 2pm to 5pm. Tours of the House at 2.30 and 3.30. 

Delicious cream teas in the Coach Hall 

 

Groups by arrangement. See www.fursdon.co.uk for information or call 01392 860860 

 

THORVERTON PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Improving Broadband Speeds 

 
Faster broadband connection is and will be of 

great importance to the community both now and 

in the years ahead. Local businesses; individuals; 

students; school children – all will benefit from 

improved broadband speeds.  

 
The Parish Council wishes to bring to residents’ 

attention the Connecting Devon and Somerset 

project, set up to bring improved and superfast 

broadband to the counties of Devon and 

Somerset. 

 

Connecting Devon and Somerset (CDS) aims 

to deliver broadband greater than 2Mbps for all 

by 2015 and superfast broadband (i.e. greater 

than 24Mbps) to at least 85% of homes and 

businesses by 2015: and to achieve 100% 

superfast broadband coverage by 2020. A 

contract for this work was signed with BT on 

29
th

 January, and survey work for the project 

will start immediately, with the aim of 

announcing the first locations to be upgraded this 

spring. 

 
CDS SURVEY – PLEASE COMPLETE IF YOU 

CAN 

As a community we need to do all we can to 

ensure Thorverton isn’t one of the 15% or so of 

areas that may have to wait until 2020 to achieve 

faster broadband speeds.  

 

The Council believes it would be helpful 

therefore if as many residents, local businesses 

and organisations as possible complete and 

return the survey on the CDS website 

(www.connectingdevonandsomerset.co.uk) as 

soon as they can. Click on “Community and 

Business Support” once you’ve accessed the site, 

then click “survey” at the bottom of the page and 

follow through. 

 

This action will help CDS build up a picture of 

current broadband speeds and coverage in the 

area and help show that there is a strong demand 

for faster broadband in our community. 

 

If you have any queries about this, Cllr J Spivey 

(tel 861324) will be happy to help. 

 

Jane Lane, Parish Clerk (tel.861062) 

http://www.fursdon.co.uk/
http://www.connectingdevonandsomerset.co.uk/
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Cricket Club 
 

Cricket is flourishing in Thorverton, with the Club 

having signed its overseas player for 2013 – Luke 

Boyadjian, a 19 year old leg spinner/batsman from 

New Zealand - and with 6 colts teams, including 

teams for girls, soft ball and hard ball.  Take a look at 

the club’s newsletter is on its website at 

thorvertoncricketclub.com .  We hope to cover 

regular updates on the cricket club over the season. 

 

Hulke Lane  
 

Evidence of the damage done to Hulke Lane over the 

past few months: 

 

 

Renovating the phone box 

 

 

 

 

 

1940s Tea Dance 

 
to be held in Shobrooke Village Hall 

on 

Friday 8th March between two and four o 

clock, 

doors open at half one. 

 

The cost will be £5 per head including a buffet 

tea. We have Margaret Tucker giving a small 

talk and sing along to start with and then tea and 

music from Glen Millar and other notables of 

that era 

.We would like reservations in advance to know 

how many to cater for please. 

Contact: 

Ann Conway tel : 01363 776917 

Sandra Cooper tel: 01363 776502 
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Tales of Old Thorverton 
I No Understand or That’s Just How It Is 

 

“No, they won’t shoot you.” 

“But they do in Hanistan.” 

“We’re not in Hanistan now, Kalibur.  In Britain the 

police don’t shoot you for walking across the road 

even if the light is red.” 

“I no understand. Why red light if persons doesn’t do 

that what light says?” 

Stretton sighed.  “Well, that’s how it is. OK now, 

Kalibur, let’s get on. This is our last English lesson, 

remember. I want to know about the rest of your time 

here, I want to know about Maureen and your host 

family in Exeter. Tell me what you did last night.” 

“I sleep.” 

“No, before that.” 

“I sleep at night. Or you mean evening? You say 

ʿnightʾ, you mean ʿeveningʾ!” 

“Yes, in the evening.” 

“I have tea with Maureen, like always. But I no 

understand. Tea is drink, yes? But we eat.” 

“Well, some people say ʿteaʾ and some say ʿsupperʾ. 

But they’re both meals.” 

“In my Hani English book Get in on English it say 

ʿdinnerʾ.” 

“Some people say dinner, some say tea, some say 

supper.” 

“And lunch?” 

“Lunch is what you eat at midday. Well, some people 

call that dinner too. It depends.” 

Kalibur shook his head. “Very complicult.” 

“Anyway. What did you do after your evening 

meal?” 

“I go in Exeter for see movie. First I try buy 

cigarettes.” Kalibur giggled. “But man in shop, he no 

good man. He say he love me!” 

“I’m sure he didn’t.” 

“He say: ʿWhat cigarettes you like, love?ʾ But he big 

old man. I no love him so I say goodbye.” 

“No, I don’t think he loved you. It’s just a friendly 

thing to say. You know, like ʿdarlingʾ or ʿducksʾ.”  

“Ducks! Donald Ducks! Quark, quark!” Kalibur said, 

rolling off his chair in a paroxysm of laughter. 

“Quark, quark!” 

Wincing slightly Stretton hurried on. “But the movie. 

What movie did you see?” 

 “ʿCats and Dogs 2ʾ. In 3D,” answered Kalibur, 

pulling himself together. 

“Did you enjoy it?” 

“Funny movie. But not what I think. Not cooking 

film. In Hanistan we make movie about dog and cat 

too. How to cook dog. How to make spicy cat soup. 

Very delicious! Mm! But I think English persons 

very rude. When they pass me in cinema they turn 

back to me. Not like Hani persons. That very rude in 

Hanistan. We face person when we pass.” 

“How very interesting. Anyway, we do it differently - 

that’s just how it is here.  So you went home then?” 

“Yes I go home. It very cold. Temperature outside 

minus 10 degree so I take bus. But people in street – 

they wear short and mini-skirt! In Hanistan we wear 

beautiful cat fur coat when so cold. Nice and warm. 

“I walk to bus stop. I see lot of young people lying on 

pavement. I think they very tired. I go to bus stop and 

when bus come I jump in. 

“People very angry with me. They shout, ʿHey you, 

wait your bloody turn, will you!ʾ I no understand. In 

Hanistan we love wait for bus. We have big fight to 

see who get in bus first. It great fun.” 

“Yes, but here we make a queue, a line. The first in 

the queue gets on the bus first. We don’t like fighting 

in Britain. Not all the time, anyway. Well, at football 

matches, yes, but not usually. 

“So what about this morning? What did you do? ” 

“This morning you bring me Torverton to teach me 

English.” 

“Thorverton. There’s a ʿthʾ in it. ” 

A reddish glow infused Kalibur’s face, followed by 

an embarrassed grin. “ʿTi-aitsh.ʾ That very bad word 

in Hani. “Ts, ts! Ti-aitsh mean (whispering in his 

teacher’s ear). Very bad word. No say in front of 

lady!” 

“I should think not! But I meant what did you do 

when you got up this morning?” 

“I go to bathroom to wash. Very stupid taps in 

England! You have two taps. Why? In Hanistan we 

have one tap to mix hot and cold. Here you freeze or 

burn!” 

“Well you see here we have a little round thing which 

you put in the hole in the bowl. That way you can 

mix hot and cold. It’s easy.” 

“That no clever. You need Hani enjinieri, I think.” 

“Well, I’m sorry. That’s just how it is. But what 

about breakfast? What did you have for breakfast?” 

“I have cornflakes and toast. Maureen always rude at 

meals. She no say, ʿHappy eating!ʾ like what we do 

in Hanistan. She say nothing! Very rude! But after 

cornflakes she say, ʿYou want Hani? ʾ I say, ʿWhy?ʾ 

She say, ʿHani good.ʾ I say, ʿYes Hani very good, but 

me in England now. Now English girl, not Hani girl. 

She look me very strange.” 

“Kalibur, she meant ʿhoneyʾ. Honey is like jam but it 

comes from bees. Don’t you have bees in Hanistan?” 

“Oh yes, we have bees. Bees is always bees-y! You 

understand? Bees-y! That English humour, yes? Me 

learn to be funny man like you English!” 

“Did you say goodbye to Maureen?” Stretton asked 

hurriedly, with a sigh followed by a glance at the 

clock, realising with a certain tinge of relief that there 

were only two minutes and 18 seconds to go. “You 

won’t see her again, you know.” 

“Oh, yes, I say goodbye. I give her present from my 

home. Big jar fried maggot eggs. Big Hani specialty. 

I think she very happy about that because then she 
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kiss me! Very surprised I am! Now I know she really 

love me. Like man in shop but a bit more I think.  

“Stretton, I sad to leave Torverton and Exeter. I think 

you very good teacher. Me learn lot in three months 

here. When I go home people say, ‘Oh, Kalibur speak 

like real English gentleman now!ʾ 

“But, sorry, I also homesick for lovely Hanistan. I 

invite you to visit. You see policemen with real guns, 

have bus stop fight, have best dog tea or dinner or 

supper cooked by my wives, you no kiss wives but 

you get ti-aitsh if you want. You have real nice 

holiday.” 

“That’s very kind of you, Kalibur. I’d certainly be 

delighted to mull your offer over for a second or 

two.” 

“I no understand.” 

“Well, that’s just how it is.” 

Stretton Taborn 

 

After the Rain 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

By John Spivey 
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A Good Day at the Office for Jack Yeandle 
 

Jack Yeandle had a great day for Exeter Chiefs on Saturday 23
rd

 February.  

  

He made his first start in the Premiership, scored his first try for the Chiefs in 

their 47-16 win over London Welsh (the Chiefs’ first win in 6 Premiership 

games) and was made man of the match.  

 

 Not a bad afternoon for Jack. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rainfall Record 
 

I am most grateful to Gus Christianson for responding to my request for records of rainfall (precipitation to be more 

accurate) for Thorverton.  Gus has daily records for the last five years.  He tells me that Tony Vooght also keeps a 

record of precipitation, but that, despite the two of them using identical equipment and methods, Tony’s records 

fairly consistently show more rainfall.  So, it really does appear to be the case that it is, on average, wetter at 

Broadlands than it is in Silver Street. 

 

I intend giving a short report based on the recordings each month.  For this month, I am grateful to Lewis Jones for 

having put Gus’s data onto a spreadsheet and produced the graph below, which shows the precipitation month by 

month from 2008 until the end of 2012.  The figures confirm that 2012 was a wet year, although Gus pointed out 

that late-June was, in fact a dry spell within that;  the period from 15-23 February this year is the longest dry spell 

that we have had since late-June. 
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Football Club 
The first team have been battling against the threat of relegation this season.  Do support them up at the Rec.  Latest 

standings for the Devon and Exeter Premier League: 

   
HOME AWAY OVERALL 

   

POS 
 

P W D L F A W D L F A W D L F A GD PTS 
 

1 Hatherleigh Town  17 8 0 0 34 9 6 2 1 23 12 14 2 1 57 21 36 44 
 

2 Feniton  17 9 1 1 47 14 4 2 0 16 9 13 3 1 63 23 40 42 
 

3 St Martins 16 5 2 1 29 12 5 3 0 27 12 10 5 1 56 24 32 35 
 

4 Heavitree Social United  16 3 4 1 21 14 5 2 1 22 8 8 6 2 43 22 21 30 
 

5 Newtown  16 5 1 2 24 14 4 1 3 20 15 9 2 5 44 29 15 29 
 

6 Morchard Bishop 12 3 1 1 17 10 5 1 1 18 12 8 2 2 35 22 13 26 
 

7 Seaton Town  17 4 2 3 25 22 4 0 4 17 21 8 2 7 42 43 -1 26 
 

8 Beer Albion  20 6 2 4 35 28 0 2 6 12 31 6 4 10 47 59 -12 22 
 

9 University 2nds  16 4 1 2 17 16 2 3 4 13 27 6 4 6 30 43 -13 22 
 

10 Willand Rovers 2nds  21 3 2 3 13 7 1 4 8 16 42 4 6 11 29 49 -20 18 
 

11 Topsham Town  15 3 1 4 13 13 1 3 3 7 11 4 4 7 20 24 -4 16 
 

12 Clyst Valley 18 0 3 3 6 13 4 0 8 20 38 4 3 11 26 51 -25 15 
 

13 Thorverton  18 3 1 5 15 22 1 1 7 17 32 4 2 12 32 54 -22 14 
 

14 Budleigh Salterton 2nds  21 1 3 7 15 40 1 2 7 12 32 2 5 14 27 72 -45 11 
 

15 Exmouth Amateurs  16 0 3 7 10 24 1 1 4 18 19 1 4 11 28 43 -15 7 
  

Next fixtures (15.00 kick-off): 

Sat 2
nd

 March  Away v Topsham, Sat 9
th
 March  Home v University 2nds 

 

The second team is currently 10
th
 in Division 3. 

Next fixtures (15.00 kick-off): 

Sat 2
nd

 March  Home v South Zeal, Sat 9
th
 March  Away v University 4ths 

 

The Under 14s play in Division 1 of the Exeter and District Youth League and have held their own against some 

tough opposition from places that have far larger populations.  Latest standings: 

 

 
P W D L F A Diff Pts 

EXETER CIVIL SERVICE 8 7 1 0 41 4 37 22 

CULLOMPTON RANGERS 9 6 1 2 41 15 26 19 

NEWTON ABBOT 66 9 5 1 3 17 15 2 16 

ALPHINGTON JETS 6 4 1 1 16 7 9 13 

THORVERTON 8 4 1 3 12 19 -7 13 

DAWLISH UTD 12 3 1 8 13 28 -15 10 

SIDMOUTH 9 2 3 4 9 15 -6 9 

CS FALCONS 7 2 1 4 15 19 -4 7 

BRIXINGTON BLUES 11 2 1 8 25 59 -34 7 

MOORS YOUTH 7 1 3 3 16 24 -8 6 
 

 

Next fixtures (10.30 kick-off): 

Sat 2
nd

 March  Away v Newton Abbot 66, Sat 9
th
 March  Away v CS Falcons, Sat 16

th
 March  Home v Brixington 

Blues 

 

http://full-time.thefa.com/DisplayTeam.do;jsessionid=09EFB3B242ACF2D60008E894261CC39C?divisionseason=847856901&teamID=2420161
http://full-time.thefa.com/DisplayTeam.do;jsessionid=09EFB3B242ACF2D60008E894261CC39C?divisionseason=847856901&teamID=9167281
http://full-time.thefa.com/DisplayTeam.do;jsessionid=09EFB3B242ACF2D60008E894261CC39C?divisionseason=847856901&teamID=9768454
http://full-time.thefa.com/DisplayTeam.do;jsessionid=09EFB3B242ACF2D60008E894261CC39C?divisionseason=847856901&teamID=9450082
http://full-time.thefa.com/DisplayTeam.do;jsessionid=09EFB3B242ACF2D60008E894261CC39C?divisionseason=847856901&teamID=6350417
http://full-time.thefa.com/DisplayTeam.do;jsessionid=09EFB3B242ACF2D60008E894261CC39C?divisionseason=847856901&teamID=9788374
http://full-time.thefa.com/DisplayTeam.do;jsessionid=09EFB3B242ACF2D60008E894261CC39C?divisionseason=847856901&teamID=8386306
http://full-time.thefa.com/DisplayTeam.do;jsessionid=09EFB3B242ACF2D60008E894261CC39C?divisionseason=847856901&teamID=6576764
http://full-time.thefa.com/DisplayTeam.do;jsessionid=09EFB3B242ACF2D60008E894261CC39C?divisionseason=847856901&teamID=992767
http://full-time.thefa.com/DisplayTeam.do;jsessionid=09EFB3B242ACF2D60008E894261CC39C?divisionseason=847856901&teamID=3326271
http://full-time.thefa.com/DisplayTeam.do;jsessionid=09EFB3B242ACF2D60008E894261CC39C?divisionseason=847856901&teamID=3878025
http://full-time.thefa.com/DisplayTeam.do;jsessionid=09EFB3B242ACF2D60008E894261CC39C?divisionseason=847856901&teamID=9410537
http://full-time.thefa.com/DisplayTeam.do;jsessionid=09EFB3B242ACF2D60008E894261CC39C?divisionseason=847856901&teamID=8007324
http://full-time.thefa.com/DisplayTeam.do;jsessionid=09EFB3B242ACF2D60008E894261CC39C?divisionseason=847856901&teamID=2013088
http://full-time.thefa.com/DisplayTeam.do;jsessionid=09EFB3B242ACF2D60008E894261CC39C?divisionseason=847856901&teamID=258664
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Thorverton Parish Information 

 
AIR AMBULANCE EMERGENCY - QUOTE NATIONAL GRID REFERENCE 
RECREATION GROUND - Sheet 192 SS 923019 MEMORIAL HALL FIELD - Sheet 192 SS 926019 
 
Carers' Support Group  Anne Higman, Wyndham House Surgery, Silverton. 860034. 
      Meetings - 3rd Wednesday of month, Wyndham House, 2.30-4.30 p.m. 
Church (C of E)    The Revd. Douglas Dettmer, The Rectory, Thorverton. 860332 
 The Revd. Sue Sheppard, Associate Minister, Autumn Haze, Rewe, 01392  841284 
 The Revd Julia Dallen  Assistant Curate   Tel 01392 861145 Email: julia.dallen@netherexe.org  
 Mrs Margaret Lowe, Administration Manager, 07594 714590 margaret.admin@netherexe.org 
Church Wardens  Edwin Greed, Fortescue, Netherexe. 841231. 
Consort    Mary Thomas, 1 The Glebe, Thorverton. 860730. 
P.C.C. Treasurer   Jean Brown, Rydal Cottage, Bullen Street. 861176. 
Friends of Thorverton Parish Church Trust   Royston Kershaw 25 The Glebe 860419 
Church (Baptist)  The Revd. Maurice Harrison, 01884 258599. 
    Secretary Phyllis Langdon, 860932.  
County Councillor   Cllr. Mr. M. Lee. 01363 772671. 
District Councillor   Cllr. Mr. R. M. Deed. 01392 861258. 
Doctors: Thorverton/Silverton  Dr Jon Wride & Lynne Anderson / Drs O'Brien, Ziegler & Keysell 
Electricity (Western Power)  Report a loss of power: 0800 365 900 Bill Enquiries: 0800 365 000 
      Street lights 0870 556 1851 
Friends of Thorverton & Silverton Surgeries  Christine Walker, 881501 
Gas Emergency    0800 111999 
Leonard Trust  Chairman: R Hughes. Secretary: Mrs. E Hughes, 3 Dinham Mews, Exeter EX4 4EF 
Library (Exeter Mobile)   Alternate Thursdays , 16.05 to 16.55 in Quarry Car Park 
Member of Parliament   Mel Stride via 01392 823306 or mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk 
Newspaper Reporter    Jane Ristic, 53 Silver Street, Thorverton. 860054 
Parish Council Chairman  Cllr. Stuart Crang,  
Parish Clerk     Mrs Jane Lane, Stable House, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062. 
Parish Council Meetings  2nd Tuesday of month, at The Memorial Hall, 7.30 pm. 
Parish Allotments   Contact the Parish Clerk - 861062 
Parish Council Notice Board Situated in School Lane, opposite the Thorverton Arms. 
   IMPORTANT!- PLANNING APPLICATION NOTICES ARE DISPLAYED HERE 
Planning notification applications  at http://data.gov.uk/apps/planningalerts alert via email when a 
planning application is published in one’s street, neighbourhood or wider area. 

Pension Service  PO Box 93, Plymouth PL6 5WJ. 0845 60 60 265 

Police    Non-emergency number:  101.  
Post Office Portacabin (TCT Ltd)  Quarry Car Park, Thorverton EX5 5NG Tel: 860455 
     Mon. to Fri : 9 am-1.00 pm., 2 - 5.30 pm. Sat: 9 am.-12 noon Sun: 9 - 10.30 am for newspapers only 
     Business Manager:                   Jan Hamilton  07764461575  
     Chair and Company Secretary: Heather Kershaw, 25 The Glebe, 860419 
Public Telephone Kiosk  Opposite the Church, outside the Bell Inn, Dinneford St. 
Thorverton C of E Primary School (Part of the Exe Valley Federation) 

Executive Headteacher  Mrs Heather Perry  01392 250821 
Head of Teaching and Learning (Thorverton) Mr Olly White  01392 860374 
School Governors: 

  Chair:    Bryony Gilbert  01392 851360 
Vice Chair:   Sarah Crawford  01392 860295 
Clerk:   Jessica Benger  07795 515048 

School P.T.F.A.  Chair: Katie Vanstone 860978, Secretary: Hannah James, 86107  Treasurer: 
Carole Pearn 
South West Water   24 Hour Emergency: 0800 169 1144. Helpline: 0800 169 1133. 
Thorverton Millennium Green Trust 
   Chair: Dame Margaret Turner-Warwick, Pynes House, Silver Street 861173.  
   Secretary: Lin Balkwill 860663 
 

http://mel.stride.mp/
http://parliament.uk/
http://data.gov.uk/apps/planningalerts
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Thorverton Organisations 
Amateur Dramatic Society (TADS)  

Chairperson: Colin Marshall, Vice Chair: Simon Ette, Treasurer: John White, Secretary: Alison 
Marshall. For meetings and events contact Colin Marshall on 01392 861228 

Art Group   Barrie Phillips, Crossmead, School Lane, Thorverton. 860529  
   Meet Fridays during term-time at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 am-12.00. 
Arts Exchange Louise Page, Campion Cottage, Jerico St, 860509. 

  Monthly meetings in members' homes at 8.00 pm. (see Diary) 
Association Football Club Chairman: Andy Harris, 01392 851664,  
  Secretary: David Gregory, 2 The Orchard, Brampford Speke, 841803. 
Bridge Circle Graeme Culshaw, 3 The Glebe, Thorverton 860203.  
 Meets 1st/3rd/5th Thursdays at the W.I. Hut from 7.00 p.m.. 
Brownies     Contact Hannah 07925 981786 or Lisa 860609,  

Meet Fridays during term-time, 5-6.30pm Thorverton School Hall. 
Clarinet Group            Contact Peter Mason 860727.  Meets every Thursday morning. 
Cricket Club Chair: Charles Kislingbury,  
      Secretary: M C Denford, 14 Moorlands, Tiverton EX16 6UF 01884 255076 
   Fixture Sec: J Meredith, 190 Mincinglake Rd, Exeter EX4 7DS 01392 272504 
Focus Magazine Chair: Michael Ayre, Ratcliffe Farm, Thorverton.  
  Editor: Neville Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062. 
  Secretary: Geoff Bulley, Broadlands, Thorverton. 
  Treasurer: Bob Swaffield, Schiehallion, School Lane, Thorverton 01392 860309 
Friends of Silverton & Thorverton Surgeries  Coffee Mornings in the Lamb Inn, Silverton.  Held at 10-
12 noon on the last Thursday of every month except December 
Golf Society Players of Thorverton Care of Exeter Inn, 01392 860206 
Guides                       Contact Lisa 860609, Meet Wednesdays during term-time, 7-9pm Memorial Hall 
History Society  Chair: Barrie Phillips, Crossmead, School Lane, Thorverton. 860529 
   Programme Secretary: Beryl Coe, 5 The Glebe, Thorverton 860876. 
Ladies Group Meet 2nd Thursday of month, (Venue and time - see Focus Notices). 
Memorial Hall Committee Chair: Mike Shelton, Tel: 861027, mshelton44@hotmail.co.uk 

  Treasurer/key holder/bookings: Jeff Grace. tel. 860489. jeff.grace@tiscali.co.uk 
  Secretary: Roger Fieldhouse. tel. 860768. r.fieldhouse@exeter.ac.uk 

Memorial Hall Market   2nd Saturday of the month, at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 - 11.00 am. 
Thorverton Pre-School   Rachel Mildon (Chair) - 861707 / thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com 
 Mon 9.am-11.45am, & 12.45pm-3.15pm & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm, 
 Tues/Weds 9.am-11.45am & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm, 
 Thurs 9.-11.45am; 12.45pm- 3.15pm & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm. during term-time, 
 At Thorverton Primary School site 
Thorverton Ambling, Rambling and Tramping Society (TARTS) 

  Caroline Prince 07749 775304 or Graeme Culshaw 860203 
See notices of walks in Old Post Office Window Bullen Street. 

Toddler Group Contact : Hannah Calder 860808 
Wednesdays, during term-time, at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 a.m.-11.30. 

Rainbows     Contact Jean 860105 or Penny 861136, 
Meet Tuesdays 3.45-4.45 Thorverton School Hall 

Royal British Legion  Chairman/Hon.Sec. P Furneaux, Hillcrest, Thorverton 860227, 
paf@furno.co.uk 

   Hon. Treasurer: Alex Fice 
Women's Institute  Secretary and Bookings: Sue Maguire 01392 860631 

W.I. Meeting. 1st Tuesday of the month at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
  Whist, 4th Tuesday of the month, at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
W.I. Market & Coffee  4th Saturday of the month at the W.I. Hut. 10.00 am. to 11.00 am. 

mailto:mshelton44@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:jeff.grace@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:r.fieldhouse@exeter.ac.uk
mailto:thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com
mailto:paf@furno.co.uk


Focus on Thorverton  Vol. 44 No3 – March 2013 

 

34 

Doctors’ Surgeries 

 

The Exe Valley Practice 

Dr JON WRIDE and Dr LYNNE ANDERSON 
 

The Surgery, The Berry    The Surgery, 3 Coach Road 

THORVERTON EX5 5NT    SILVERTON EX5 4JL 

Tel: 01392 860273      01392 860176 

Fax: 01392 860654     01392 861598 

www.exevalleypractice.co.uk 

exevalleypractice@nhs.net 

 

 

Opening times 

 
 GP on duty Thorverton Silverton 

Monday Dr Anderson 08:30 – 18:00 08:45 – 12:30 

Tuesday Dr Anderson 07:30 – 18:00 Closed 

Wednesday Dr Anderson am 
Dr Wride pm 

08:30 – 17:00 14:30 – 18:00 

Thursday Dr Wride 08:30 – 19:30 Closed 

Friday Dr Wride 08:30 – 18:00 08:45 – 12:30 

 

Surgery times 

 
 Thorverton Silverton 

Monday 15:00 – 17:15 09:00 – 11:45 

Tuesday 07:30 – 11:30 
15:00 – 17:00 

Closed 

Wednesday 09:00 – 11:00 15:00 – 17:45 

Thursday 09:00 – 11:15 
16:00 – 19:00 

Closed 

Friday 15:00 – 17:30 09:00 – 11:30 
 

 

There are no surgeries on Saturday or Sunday, but a doctor will be on call for emergencies only on 0845 6710 270 

 

REPEAT PRESCRIPTIONS (Monday to Friday) – You can request your repeat prescriptions by calling our 

dispensary on 01392 861622, or by using our online repeat prescription request www.exevalleypractice.co.uk. 

Please note that 48 hours notice is required for all repeat prescriptions. 

 

We accept credit\debit card payments for prescriptions 

 

We now operate a home delivery service for housebound registered patients. Please contact us on 01392 860273 for 

more information. 

 

 
 
 
 

http://www.exevalleypractice.co.uk/
mailto:exevalleypractice@nhs.net
http://www.exevalleypractice.co.uk/
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Wyndham House Surgery 

Fore Street, Silverton, EX5 5HZ 

Telephone: 01392 860034 

Outside surgery hours please ring 0845 671 0270 

To access the Emergency Out-of-hours Service 

Fax: 01392 861165 

www.wyndhamhousesurgery.co.uk 

 
Day/Dr Dr Anthony O’Brien Dr Emma Ziegler Dr Nick Keysell Dr Sally Simmons 

Monday 09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

09:00 – 11:30 

14:00 – 16:00 

 09.00 - 11.30 

15.00 -17.30 

Tuesday 09:00 – 11:30 

14:00 – 16:00 

 09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

09.00 - 11.30 

16.00 -17.30 

Wednesday  09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

 0900-11.30 

Thursday 09.00 - 11.00 09:00 – 11:00 09:00 – 11.00 

15:00 – 17:30 

 

Friday 09:00 – 11:30 

14:30 – 16:00 

 09:00 – 11:30  

Please note: The doctors are happy to speak to you on the phone instead of an appointment. Please request this from reception when you 
telephone.  

 

Surgery hours: Monday - Thurs. 08:30 - 18:00 

Friday 08:30 - 17:00  

Dispensary hours: Monday - Thurs. 09:00 - 12:00 and 14:30 - 18:00 

Friday 09:00 - 12:00 and 14:30 - 17:00 

Repeat prescriptions can be ordered online via our website. We now accept credit/debit card payments for prescriptions. 

We also operate a home delivery service for housebound registered patients.  

Please contact our reception or dispensary for more information. 

 

STOP PRESS: OVER THE NEXT COUPLE OF MONTHS WE WILL BE INTRODUCING A SYSTEM TO ALLOW PATIENTS 
TO BOOK APPOINTMENTS ON-LINE. KEEP AN EYE ON OUR WEBSITE FOR DETAILS. 

http://www.wyndhamhousesurgery.co.uk/


Focus on Thorverton  Vol. 44 No3 – March 2013 

 

36 

Waste Collection Dates for 2013 
 

Generally on Mondays unless stated 

 

a) Recycling and brown bins   b) General refuse 

March 11
th
 and 25

th
    March  4

th
 and 18

th
 

 

 

Mobile Library 
 

Thursdays, fortnightly, from 16.05 - 16.50 in the Quarry Car Park by Thorverton Post Office. 

 

March 14
th
 and 28

th
 

April 11
th
 and 25

th
 

May 9
th
 and 23

rd
 

June 6
th
 and 20

th
 

July 4
th
 and 18

th
 

August 1
st
, 15

th
 and 29

th
 

September 12
th
 and 26

th
 

October 10
th
 and 24

th
 

November 7
th
 and 21

st
 

December 5
th
 and 19

th
 

 

 

 

 

Bus Services 
Turner's Tours / Carmel Coaches (bus 678) Mon-Fri. 10.09 from The Berry and the Baptist Chapel.  

Return 13.35 from Exeter bus station, Stand 5. 

 

Stagecoach (service 55B) Mon-Sat (except Bank Holidays)  

To Tiverton: 07.55, 10.10, 12.10, 14.10, 16.10, 17.29 (this is the 155 service;  on Saturdays it is the 55B and runs at 

17.10), 18.10 from The Berry and Broadlands.  

Return from Tiverton Bus Station: 07.40, 08.35, 10.45, 12.45, 14.45, 15.55 (Mondays to Fridays term-time only), 

16.45, 17.45. 

 

To Exeter: 08.05, 09.00, 11.10, 13.10, 15.10, 16.20 (Mondays to Fridays term-time only), 17.10, 18.10 from The 

Berry and Broadlands.  

Return from Exeter Bus Station: 07.30, 09.45, 11.45, 13.45, 15.45, 17.05 (this is the 155 service; on Saturdays it is 

the 55B and runs at 16.45), 17.45.  

 

Stagecoach 55 service runs pretty much every half-hour in each direction along the Exeter-Tiverton road, stopping 

at the Thorverton turn (the Ruffwell). Please consult Stagecoach 55 Group timetable for details of this service. 

 

Stagecoach free service to Somerfield's, Broadclyst, from Broadlands on Tuesdays 14.00. 

 

Stagecoach offers a variety of concessions for regular commuters, shoppers, children, students and jobseekers as 

well as one-day unlimited-use Explorer tickets. Further details from Stagecoach: 01392 427711 or 01803 664500 or 

www.stagecoachbus.com or www.devon.gov.uk/devonbus. 

 

Devonbus Timetable Information: call Traveline 0871 200 2233 Timetables available at the Post Office 
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Diary 2013 
 

Please notify FOCUS Editor of additions or changes. 

(Email: focusonthorverton@yahoo.co.uk or phone Neville Lane on 861062) 

 

 

MARCH 

Tues 5
th
  Women’s Institute, monthly meeting, WI Hut, 2:00pm 

  Thorverton PTFA, Travelling Trends Fashion Show, Thorverton School Hall 7.00pm for 7:30 start 

Wed 6
th
  Focus AGM, Baptist Chapel, 7.30pm 

Thurs 14
th
 Ladies Group meet at Raddon Barton at 7.30pm 

Fri 15
th
  Memorial Hall Trustees AGM, Memorial Hall, 7:45pm 

Tues 19
th
 Thorverton Country Show, Easter Bingo, Memorial Hall, 7:30pm 

Thurs 21
st
 Arts Exchange, The Orient, Garden Cottage, 8pm 

Fri 22
nd

  History Society, Guarding Devon’s Skies by Mike Passmore, WI Hut, 7.30pm 

Saturday 23rd  WI Spring/Easter Coffee Morning and Market, WI Hut, 10.00 to 11.30am 

 

 

APRIL 

Tues 2nd        Women’s Institue monthly meeting, WI Hut, 7.30pm (NB evening meeting) 

Mon 8
th
  Allotment Holders' Quarterly Meeting, The Exeter Inn, 7:30pm 

Thurs11th Ladies group meet at Moss Bank School Lane at 7.30pm 

Sat 13
th
  ‘An Evening in the Holy Land’  at the Bridge Centre, Stoke Canon 

Thurs 18
th
 Arts Exchange, Make ‘em laugh, Campion Cottage, 8pm 

Fri 26
th
  History Society, Glastonbury Abbey by John Allan, WI Hut, 7.30pm 

Sat 27th   WI Coffee Morning and Market, WI Hut, 10.00 to 11.30am 
 

MAY 

Tues 7th          Women’s Institue  Annual Meeting, WI Hut, 7,30pm 

Tues 14
th
 – Sat 18

th   
 East Devon Arts Festival at Thorverton Church 

Fri 24
th
  History Society, Wolves, Dogs and People in the Past by Bryony Coles, WI Hut, 7.30pm 

Sat 25
th

 WI Coffee Morning and Market, WI Hut, 10.00 to 11.30am 

 
 

JUNE 

Sat 15
th
  Thorverton Country Show, Family Fun Day, Memorial Hall, 10:00am – 4:00pm 

 

SEPTEMBER 

Fri 27
th
  History Society, Agricultural Landscapes of the South West by Mark Overton, WI Hut, 7.30pm 

 

OCTOBER 

Fri 25
th
  History Society, Eleanor Coade by Geoffrey Harding, WI Hut, 7.30pm 

 

NOVEMBER 

Fri 22
nd

  History Society, Shackleton’s Amazing Antarctic Adventure by John Dike, WI Hut, 7.30pm 

 

2014 

JANUARY 

Fri 24
th
  History Society, AGM and speaker, WI Hut, 7.30pm 

 
 


