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Editorial
The big event is almost upon us then.  Yes, for me the
Arts Festival is one of the highlights of the Thorverton
year.  And, unusually, this year Church Week events
will be taking place in the week following the Arts
Festival, thus spreading the enjoyment over a
fortnight.  I do hope that we will be blessed with
continuing good weather and will give plenty of
support to these events because I know just how much
hard work has to go in behind the scenes to get
everything right.

Two people who have done so much for the vill age are
Jean and John White, whose names have been so
closely linked with the Memorial Hall over the past
years.  You will see from the Memorial Hall article
that they have decided that the time has come for them
to stand down from their current positions.  It is
obvious to me as a relative outsider that they have
done a tremendous amount for the Hall over the years.
Therefore, this will l eave quite a hole to fill , but as
always with change it presents an opportunity.  If
anyone is interested in getting involved with helping
the Memorial Hall please contact Mike Shelton or one
of the committee.

Meanwhile there is plenty happening on the sports
fields of Thorverton at the moment too:  the Youth
Football Team have their cup final at Exeter City's
ground on May 16th (as reported in April 's Focus),
while the Senior Team battles to be top of the Devon
and Exeter Premier League as the season enters the
final run-in;  the cricket team has started its 150th

year, with a full fixture list culminating in a match
against the MCC in August; and I also include a
report of the school's running club which sounds as
though it is really thriving.

Thank you once again to those of you who have
provided articles to reflect what has been and what
will be going on in the vill age.  I have said before that
I would like to have a more regular reviews page,
covering anything from across the world of art, music,
dance and li terature, preferably with a local or at least
a Devon flavour.  I would very much welcome any
reviews for the next edition.

In the meantime, have a very good month and don't
forget that other li ttle event at the Memorial Hall - on
Thursday May 6th - when we get to decide who should
be the first MP for the new constituency of Central
Devon.

Nevill e Lane, Editor
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Letters

From Alice Selley

I would like to express my appreciation of the
beautiful Easter Service at St. Thomas Becket church.
It was a joy to see so many worshippers there.

The flower arrangers excelled themselves and the
music was a delight.

From Sylv Gregory

I would like to thank those who attended my coffee
morning in aid of ‘CRUSE’.

I am grateful to those who helped in whatever way.
Although there were only a few of us we managed to
raise £56. This is exclusive of a donation that I have
been promised.

As ‘Cruse’ receives no government help I know they
will be very grateful and I also thank you on their
behalf

From Andrea Jones, of Bullens Close

May I please ask whoever the person is that keeps
leaving their dog's excrement everywhere, in
particular Bullens Close and surrounding area, picks
it up! It does not look good on those responsible dog
owners who DO pick up and use the dog bins, and
also the diseases that can be picked up from it by
children in particular. Plus, it gets on peoples
footwear and gets trodden into the home.

It is absolutely disgusting and lazy. I have problems
with mobili ty and always take a dog bag out with me
and pick up, no matter how it might hurt me to bend.
If you cant pick up after your dog, either don't have
one or get someone take the animal out who can pick
up after it. If you were in a town and caught doing this
you would be fined, and rightly so.

From Lisa Browning

The wedding of Matthew Payne & Nicola Gubb
On Saturday 17th April  it was my li ttle sister's
wedding day. The sun shone, the Scottish piper played
and everyone gathered to see Nicola looking radiant as
she arrived at Thorverton Church to start a new

chapter in her li fe as wife to Matthew. Everything was
perfect, it was a beautiful service, much thanks to the
choir and in particular many thanks to Mary for
arranging the piper to start the hymn 'Amazing Grace'
with the choir joining in part way through. It was
simply wonderful, and something we shall remember
for a long time to come. Nic was walked down the
aisle by her brother Scott, and attended by Holly,
Shannon and myself. Darren was Matt's best man.

Jacquie did an amazing job with the flowers, with the
colour blue, thistles and a Scottish theme, Nic was not
the easiest customer! I am not sure when the last
'Scottish wedding' was held in Thorverton, but it was
so lovely to see the array of kil ts, and share in some of
the Scottish customs (sorry we drew the line at
throwing money out of the bridal car window!) Matt's
relatives had a very hard job getting here in time due
to the flights being cancelled, but the fact they made a
14 hour coach trip just shows what a dedicated family
they are - and also how they hate to miss a party!

The reception was held at the Waie Inn, Zeal
Monachorum, they did a sterling job and many thanks
to Sue, nothing was too much trouble for her, even
sourcing nappies for the baby was not a problem (she
sent someone to the shop in Bow!) The food was
amazing, and the staff very obliging and happy!

Evening entertainment was provided by The
Alcojones, a band from Teignmouth who were
excellent, they even had Nan (Connie Fice) up on the
dance floor strutting her stuff !

Thanks must go to Natalie, Hannah, Tracey, Dave,
Scott & Steve, for making the day so wonderful for
Nic. Also of course Mandy, Mum, what a
wonderful mother you are, nothing was too much
trouble for you, you really did think of everything and
more! It is thanks to you that Nic & Matt have such
an amazing day to remember (as do we all !) I was so
proud of you, you looked beautifully elegant, and
really happy (maybe because you finally got rid of
her? - sorry my humour had to come out somewhere!)

Finally thanks to Nic & Matt, you made my dream
come true, I had to wait 30 years to be a bridesmaid,
but it was so worth it!

Welcome Matt, to this mad, crazy family, and all the
best to both of you in the future

From Lisa Browning



Focus on Thorverton Vol. 41 No. 4 - April 20103

I'm taking part in the 2010 Great West Run on
02/05/2010 to raise money for FORCE and I'd really
appreciate your support. It's easy to donate online
with a credit or debit card - just go to my JustGiving
page: http://www.justgiving.com/Lisa-Browning

Please see my page to understand why I am doing this
run! JustGiving sends your donation straight to
FORCE and automatically reclaims Gift Aid if you're
a UK taxpayer, so your donation is worth even more.
I hope you'll j oin me in supporting FORCE.

From Don Hodgetts of Wee Cott, Bullen Street

On Saturday evening, April 17th, I was in the
audience for the TADS production of "Hells Bells" by
James Muirden.
 
What a good play and an excellent cast who pulled
out all the stops to give us a great performance.  I
can't remember when I last laughed like I did - it was
a great evening.
 
A big thank you to all those backstage and front of the
house as well .  Well done and congratulations to you
all .

From Mary and Simon Ette

Thanks to all who supported the 2 performances
of "Hell 's Bells" in April . Tickets were sold out
early in April and we are sorry to those who
were too late to get tickets. Unfortunately there
was no free date when we could do a 3rd
performance. We will keep you all posted of
forthcoming events.

Photos of "Hells Bells" by John Spivey.
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Thorverton Parish Council
Report of the April meeting of the Parish
Council

Affordable Housing
The Chairman reported that Summerfield Developments were currently awaiting a reply from the Diocese’s agents
regarding the possibili ty of affordable homes on the Diocesan site. D/Cllr Deeds suggested that the Council might
wish to review the current settlement line within the vill age before MDDC’s formal review began in June.

Planning Matters
To note planning decisions received to date of meeting:-
A. No planning decisions had been received. It was noted that application 10/00049/FULL, Durneford Court,

had been withdrawn.
B. To consider Planning Applications received to date of meeting:-

 i. Ref.10/00154 and 10/00157/FULL. Erection of agricultural li vestock buildings, Raddon Farm.
 ii . Ref. 10/00309/Listed Building Consent. Erection of two-storey extension. Higher Dunsaller.
 iii . Ref. 10/00507/FULL. Variation of condition 1 and 2 of planning permission 08/00342/FULL to allow

ancill ary residential occupancy. Crosses Barn.

Other Parish Business
• Cllr Spivey stated that the Parish Plan sub-committee had met to consider several outstanding issues.  A

li tter clean-up day had been arranged for 3rd September.
• It was noted that a number of potholes in the parish had now been repaired, but two along the road to

Berrysbridge would again be brought to DCC’s attention.  Potholes  in Dinneford Street and at Heathfield
would also be reported.

• DCC would be informed that a post and the bottom step of the stile on the footpath leading to the rookery
needed attention.

• A commemorative bench, in memory of the late Mr Pete Scott, had been installed in the Recreation Ground
by the Scott family.  The play area had been inspected by Rospa, but no report had yet been received.

The next meeting of the Parish Council , which is the Annual Parish Council Meeting, will take place in the Memorial
Hall on Tuesday, 11th May 2010 at 7.30pm.

An agenda is displayed on the Parish Notice Board prior to meetings and Minutes are displayed in the same place
once they have been approved by Councill ors.

Jane Lane, Parish Clerk

Telephone:  01392 861062, email :Thorvertonclerk@aol.com

www.Thorvertonparishcouncil.org
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Thorverton Memorial Hall News

Reg. Charity No. 203776

Saturday Market
A reminder that the May Market is on 1st of May. The
second weekend clashes with the preparations for
Church week so it was decided to try bringing the
market forward a week this year. We hope it does not
cause too many problems for you all .

100 Club Draw Winner for April
£50 – No 1 John White

Market Draw Winners for April were:

Chicken Dinner Sue Vooght
Fruit Basket Geoff Pointing
Bottle of Wine Catherine Pym
Box of Mints Jane King

Country Show

HELP WANTED
The Show Committee are once again asking for your
help over the weekend of the Show. Volunteering for a
few hours gives you a FREE PASS to the Show on
the day(s) you volunteer to work. We are looking for
Car Park Attendants, Exhibitor Gate Marshalls, Pay
Gate attendants, people to sell Draw tickets and
Programmes, someone to lend a hand on the Bric-a-
brac/book stall and volunteers  to help with the Hog
Roast and Chuck Wagon. As you can see we will need
to find a lot of helpers so please, if you can spare us a
few hours, contact either Anji (860087) or Jean
(860827) as soon as possible. We need to get the rotas
out as early as possible in June and slots are allocated
on a first come first served basis so book your slot
early!

Another way of getting a FREE PASS to the Show is
to sell some draw tickets for us in advance of the
Show there is a one-day pass for every £25 worth of
tickets you sell . Tickets can be obtained from Jean at
Waters Ford.

At the next Annual General Meeting of the Memorial
Hall , which will be on a date to be fixed in June 2010,
Jean and John White, who have served on the Hall
committee for many years, have decided to stand
down and not seek re-election for a new term.  Jean
and John have been trustees and stalwarts of the
management committee for a long time now, serving
in a variety of roles. They have also both been
prominent members of the Thorverton Country Show
committee, working tirelessly to ensure the continued
success of that event.

The absence of both Jean and John from the Hall
committee will l eave a void that will be diff icult to fill ,
largely due to their experience and the amount of time
and effort which they have donated to their individual
roles in the management and maintenance of the Hall .

As a result of their departure, we are looking for
volunteers to join the committee and assist in the
management of the Memorial Hall , which, together
with the amenity area, is a vill age resource. If anyone
is interested in joining the committee, or helping in the
running of the Hall i n any way whatsoever by giving
as li ttle or as much time as you can spare, could you
please contact me or any other member of the
committee.

Mike Shelton

Notice Board

  THORVERTON
MEMORIAL HALL

 SATURDAY MARKET

               

Saturday 1st May
9.30 - 11.00am

Breakfast Bar, Fruit & Veg
Books, Cards, Jewellery, Plants

Jams/preserves, Aloe Vera products
Cakes & Pastr ies, Br ic-a-brac, Draw

100 Club Draw

Reg. Char ity No. 203778
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THORVERTON COUNTRY SHOW

May Day Ball
Saturday 1st May

Dancing to the Thorvertones
Black Tie

Tickets £10, to include a glass of bubbly
(8-8.30) & Canapés (8.30-9.15)

Contact Jean 860827
Reg Charity No 203778

Thorverton Ar ts Exchange

At Arts Exchange meetings we share our enthusiasms for
writing, music, painting, film, craft etc. with one another.

Usually there is a theme to our choices, but occasionally
an individual member will t ake responsibilit y for a whole
evening.

The meetings take place in members' homes at 8.00 p.m.
on Thursdays. The next meetings are:

May 27th Pastoral/Bucolic, Newcourt Farmhouse
June 17th Uplifti ng, Campion Cottage
July 22nd Water, Garden Cottage

New members are always welcome. For further
information contact Louise Page or Rob Purvis, Campion
Cottage 860509.

Cleaves Close Reunion
Sunday May 30th

Anyone who has lived or lives in our very special
close is invited to join us in a reunion. Afternoon Tea
with films & photos @ The WI Hut Games in the Rec
Evening BBQ on the ring with Music & Fireworks
Please bring your own drinks for BBQ Please tell all
your family.

Contact: Salli e Hayes 01392 860681 Lou Helley
01392860131 or Graham & Sue Sims 01392 860381

Exe Valley Film Society

Proudly presents our next screening:
An Education (12A)

Director: Lone Scherfig
Starring: Carey Mulli gan, Peter Sarsgaard, Alfred
Molina
This film was produced in 2009 and the recipient of
many awards. It is a compelli ng story about Jenny, a
bright young girl destined to study at Oxford who
instead is swept away by an older man on a journey
through adolescence in the 60’s which completely
changes her li fe and her priorities. First rate
performances and an excellent script make this one of
the best recent British films.
Thurs. 27 May, Brampford Speke Vill age Hall . Doors
open 7.30 for 8pm start. Bring a bottle and glass and
enjoy the popcorn. Members £1, guests £5. All
welcome. Ring 840072 for details.

Sylv & Anne’s

CHATTER CAFÉ
WI Premises

2-30pm - 4-30pm
All Welcome.

Open every Monday (excluding Bank
Holidays)

Look forward to seeing you

Charity no. 229868

Thorverton Church Consort practices
 in church, 7.45 to 9 pm

Thursdays:-
May 13th
June 3rd, 24th
July 1st, 15th, 18th (at 5 p.m.)
Party July 8th 6.30 p.m.

Junior Consort practices in school,
3.30 to 4.30 p.m.

Mondays:-
May 10th, 24th
June 7th, 28th
July Party, Thurs 8th, 6.30 p.m
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ALLOTMENTS

Allotment holders, famili es and friends are invited to a
BBQ at the allotments

Saturday 8 May at 6.00 p.m.

Please bring something to put on the BBQ

Please also note that the next quarterly meeting of
allotment holders will be held at the Exeter Inn on
Monday 12 July, 7.30 p.m.

9th Annual Gas Up
Sunnymead, Thorverton

Sunday 9th May

On display this year
British motorcycle club
6 mini steam engines

Auto jumble sale + Draw and refreshments
Profits going to Devon Air Ambulance

Last year we attracted:
Over 30 tractors; 15 Stationary Engines;

Horticultural Exhibits; Plus other motor Exhibits

Admission - Donations please
Please come along and support this event and you are

welcome to bring along any exhibits.

Five  and  Alive
Spring into Action and make some changes towards a
Healthier Lifestyle. Do you need a bit of motivation to
make changes towards a healthier li festyle, to eat
more healthily, to feel more positive and to lose some
weight? Some plain and simple guidance on ways to
stay fit and well would help? Come to the five one
hour sessions each week, there will be lots of ideas,
discussion and encouragement to help you make those
positive changes.

Five and Alive Sessions are starting at
The Bridge (in Stoke Canon Church) on

Monday 10 May 2010,
10.30 to 11.30 am

open to men and women

For more information and to book your place please
contact Sylvia Wakeham on 07711820584 Supported
by Wyndham House Surgery, Silverton

Exe Valley Wildlife Watch Group
at Brampford Speke

Identification of creatures that fly, crawl and swim in
Red Rock field

Saturday, 15th May, 10.30am – 12.30pm

Meet at The Exe Valley Tea Shop
We will be working in Red Rock field. Come in
welli es and bring your waterproof clothing. The
meeting finishes at 12.30pm in the Tea Shop.

Although our meetings are aimed at 8-12 year olds,
parents and younger siblings are always welcome to
stay. Please ensure that children wear suitable
clothing and footwear for outdoor meetings. We
welcome feedback on the suitabili ty of activities for
your children and will do whatever we can to make as
many meetings as possible accessible to all .

For further details phone the Wildli fe Watch Leader
Sue Satchell  01392 841785
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THORVERTON
COUNTRY SHOW

ROCKWOOD DOG DISPLAY
DOG AND DUCKS

FAMILY DOG SHOW
TERRIER RACING

Falconry, QECC Jazz Band
Vintage Vehicles -Stalls- Craft

Country Crafts etc .
Children’s Entertainer

Donkey Rides

12 th & 13 th  JUNE
Ratcliffe Farm

10.00- 5.00
Tickets £5 (adults) £3 (children)

Ring 860827 for more details

Music Fest – Sat, 5.00- midnight
Free Entry to evening Entertainment

Reg. Char ity No. 203778
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Hospiscare Will Week 17-21
May

Do you need a nudge to get round to making your
Will ?

As a local charity caring for terminally ill people and
their famili es, Hospiscare relies on gifts in will s - but
do you realise most of us haven’ t got round to making
our Will ? Although we know a Will secures our loved
ones’ f uture, we keep putting it off . It’s actually
quicker, easier and less expensive than we imagine.
To help us get round to it, over 30 solicitors across
Devon are supporting Hospiscare Will Week by
making standard Will s free of charge so you can make
a donation to Hospiscare instead. This opportunity is
open to everyone.  Simply choose a participating
solicitor and make an appointment. Your most local
solicitors include:

Ashfords, Exeter , Michael Alden 01392 334041
Cartridges, Exeter , Debra Bulcraig 01392 256854
Dunn & Baker, Exeter Melissa Down 01392 250041
Ford Simey, Exeter Steven Came 01392 274126
Foot Anstey, Exeter Jen Taylor 01392 685337
J&S P Pope, Exeter Charlotte Beadel 01392 274006
Stones, Exeter Amanda Rainford 01392 666777
Symes Robinson & Lee, Exeter Martin Justice 01392
270867
Tozers, Ted Foulkes, Exeter 01392 207020
WBW, Exeter Richard Wells/Julia Woodgate 01392
666533

For the full li st of solicitors, please phone Suzanne on
01392 688067 or go to www.hospiscare.co.uk  for
their details.

Susie Healey
Fundraising Secretary

Pothole Repairs

Devon County Council has welcomed the news that it
will receive £3.6 milli on from the Government for
repairing potholes.  The money is a share of £100
milli on announced in the Government’s budget earlier
this week in response to the damage caused to roads
by the harsh winter.

Councill or Stuart Hughes, Devon County Cabinet
Member for Highways and Transportation, said:
“This additional funding is something we have been
campaigning for and I’ m glad to see that the
Government has taken note of the damage that has
been caused to our roads this winter. We welcome this
money, which will help address some of the problems
on our roads, particularly in rural areas, but it won’ t
solve all of our problems.

“Last winter left us with an estimated repair bill of
more than £11 milli on over and above that of a normal
winter, and this year is expected to exceed that figure,

so we’re constantly fighting an uphill battle. Our
teams have been working flat out to try and keep pace
with the damage as the potholes form on the county’s
roads, and we have fixed more than 40,000 potholes
across Devon since January.

“Devon is responsible for the biggest road network of
any authority in the country with almost 8,000 miles
to maintain, which gives an idea of the scale of the
task we face. Our roads are vital for the local
economy, which is why we invested an additional
£2.25 milli on in our highways when setting our budget
last month, and we remain committed to improving
Devon’s highway network.”

Devon County Council also provided an additional
£2milli on capital investment in Devon’s roads last
year, embarking on major repair programme last
October.  The County Council will now look to
prioritise which roads across Devon will benefit from
this Government funding.

State of our nation

Awareness group meetings: are you concerned about
the “state of our nation?”

It would seem that many of you are and for this
reason awareness meetings are being held at our home
frequently. Discussions are friendly and informal &

refreshments will be available.  Come on your own or
with some friends. The more the merrier!
Please ring John or Elizabeth to arrange a time on
01392-860597 and appear with plenty of questions,
which we expect to be able to answer!
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Thorverton Bridge Club
Attention all Bridge players
At last Friday’s session the members of the club
decided to change our day of meeting to a Thursday
evening as many of us had other commitments at
weekends.

We hope the change will encourage more of you to
join us. We invite other bridge players in the vill age,
whether you have just learnt or have been playing for
many years, to friendly rubber bridge sessions on the
1st, 3rd or 5th Thursday of each month at the WI Hut
from 7 p.m. If you would like further information
please me on 860203.
Or e-mail graemeculshaw@yahoo.com

Graeme Culshaw

Great British Fish and Chip Supp er – Friday
21st May 2010

Want to do something different? Want to raise money
where you live or work? Want to eat Fish and Chips,
while raising money for charity? Hold a fish and chip
supper on Friday 21st May 2010 whilst raising
awareness of spinal cord injury and supporting the
Spinal Injuries Association’s information and support
services.

You can hold a fish and chip supper in your own
home, at work or hold a larger supper at your local
community centre.  SIA will provide a fundraising
pack containing hints and tips, recipes, invitations and
donation envelopes. By inviting 7 friends and asking
them to donate an additional £5.00 means you will
raise at least £35.00 from your supper but we will
also give you additional fundraising ideas to raise
even more money for SIA.

The money raised from the suppers will help the
Spinal Injuries Association offer support to
individuals who become paralysed and their famili es,
from the moment a spinal injury occurs, and for the
rest of their lives by providing services and
publications which enable and encourage paralysed
people to lead independent lives.  Every year in the
UK over 1,000 people experience a spinal cord injury
and there are an estimated 40,000 spinal cord injured
people in the UK alone.
For more information or request a fundraising pack
call Elizabeth Wright on 0845 678 6633 extension
229 or email fishandchips@spinal.co.uk or visit
www.spinal.co.uk.

OPERA SPEKE
Opera Speke is now a well-established part of the
cultural li fe of this area. It is a ‘must-go’ event for
opera-enthusiasts of all kinds, from absolute beginners
to seasoned opera-lovers. After just three months we
already number thirty. Here at Brampford Speke, we
show the world’s best operas on a large, high-
definition television with a fabulous quali ty Bose
sound-system. The evenings have become great social
occasions, with a group of witty, welcoming people of
all ages. Fine wines are available during the interval,
specially selected by wine-expert Stephen Toogood  of
“The Thorverton Arms”.

Our screening on May 18th at 7pm, is “Eugene
Onegin”, increasingly regarded as a masterpiece by
Tchaikovsky, about a heartless, self-seeking man, a
ruthless social-climber who ends up with nothing but
a love letter. A poignant tale all too relevant to our
own age, and one which speaks of the human
condition.

There will be no charge for this exciting production,
but we do ask for a £2 donation to cover our
expenses. A great night out awaits!

David & Jane Barnard-Smith (01392 841770)



Focus on Thorverton Vol. 41 No. 4 - April 201011

Events at Poltimore House

Poltimore House is back in the news again following a
£500,000 grant from English Heritage to begin work
on the roof. The Friends of Poltimore House, who
formed after the house appeared in the BBC
Restoration programme, have arranged another series
of Open Afternoons where people can view the house
and grounds, find out about plans for the future, see
displays and enjoy refreshments in the old chapel.

Open Afternoons will be held from, June 20th, July
18th and October 17th entrance will be by
donation. A major fund-raising event will be held
on

May 9th when the grounds will host the Annual Plant
Sale from 11-4 and entrance will be £3 for adults with
children under 16 free. For fur ther information and
news of additional events phone 07528 164677,
email events@poltimore.org.uk or visit our website
www.poltimore.org

Fun fundraising for the Brampford Speke
Village Hall

The Vill age Breakfast is now held in "The Exe Valley
Tea Shop" on the last Saturday of each month 9.30 -
11.30 a.m.

Enjoy a Full English Breakfast or Vegetarian
Breakfast and get together with neighbours and make
new friends Saturday, 29th May 2010 from 9.30 -
11.30 a.m.
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Parish Church Services and News

2 May 2010 Easter 4

10:00 am Family Service of the Word
�

Brampford Speke HD & Lay-Led

10:00 am Service of the Word Poltimore CC & JC
10:00 am Holy Communion [C] Thorverton DD
11:15 am Holy Communion [C] Cowley JB
11:15 am Service of the Word Rewe DBx & BBx
11:15 am Holy Communion [C] Upton Pyne HD
05:00 pm Family Service with a Smile 

�
Stoke Canon Lay-Led

06:30 pm Evening Prayer [BCP] Cadbury HD
06:30 pm Evening Prayer [BCP] Newton St Cyres DD

5 May 2010 Mission Community Service

07:30 pm Mission Community Service Newton St Cyres The Bishop of Crediton
Celebration of the Netherexe Mission Community

9 May 2010 Easter 5

09:00 am Holy Communion [C] Brampford Speke HD
10:00 am Family Service [C] Newton St Cyres HD
10:00 am Holy Communion [C] Stoke Canon DD
10:00 am Family Service of the Word  Thorverton School Hall Lay-Led
11:15 am Holy Communion [C] Rewe DD
06:30 pm Evening Prayer [BCP] Huxham DD

13 May 2010 Ascension Day

06:00 pm Mission Community Service [C] Cadbury HD & JD
Holy Communion

16 May 2010 Sund ay aft er Ascen sion Day

08:00 am Holy Communion [BCP] Thorverton DD
09:00 am Holy Communion [C] Upton Pyne HD
10:00 am Holy Communion [C] Cowley JB
10:00 am Holy Communion [C] Poltimore HW
10:00 am Service of the Word Festival Thorverton DD & HD

Joint with Baptist Church
04:00 pm Deanery Confirmation Crediton Parish Church Bishop of Crediton

DD & HD
06:30 pm Evening Prayer Brampford Speke Baptist Chapel

DD
Joint with Parish Church

23 May 2010 Whitsund ay

09:00 am Holy Communion [C] Huxham AS
10:00 am Service of the Word Cadbury CF & GK
10:00 am Holy Communion [C] Newton St Cyres DD
10:00 am Service of the Word Stoke Canon CC & JC
10:00 am Service of the Word Upton Pyne Lay-Led
11:15 am Holy Communion [C] Rewe HD
03:00 pm Service of the Word Netherexe DD
06:30 pm Evening Prayer [BCP] Poltimore HD
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30 May 2010 Trinity Sund ay

11:00 am Mission Community Service [C] Huxham HD & SS
Holy Communion

6 Jun e 2010 Trinity 1

08:00 am Holy Communion [C] Newton St Cyres HD
10:00 am Family Service of the Word Brampford Speke HD & Lay-Led
10:00 am Service of the Word Poltimore JSD & DBx/BBx
10:00 am Holy Communion [C] Thorverton CH
11:15 am Holy Communion [C] Cowley JB
11:15 am Service of the Word Rewe GP & GSD
11:15 am Holy Communion [C] Upton Pyne HW
05:00 pm Family Service of the Word Stoke Canon Lay-Led
06:30 pm Evening Prayer [BCP] Cadbury HD
06:30 pm Service of the Word Newton St Cyres Lay-Led

Services in the Netherexe Parishes
Your parish churches aim to provide a variety of service types to meet the needs of the whole
community.  Most Sunday services except those early in the morning include hymns and music.
Everyone is welcome at all services

‘Service with a Smile’ These Family Services are designed for all ages
Brampford Speke & Stoke Canon and with the needs of young children especially in
& Family Service Thorverton mind.  They are informal and contemporary in

style, often including a children’s activity at the 
beginning; without communion.  Services usually last 
about 35 minutes and are followed by refreshments

Young People’s Group [YPG] Young people’s group meeting during the 10 am 
service at Thorverton on the first Sunday of the month 
in school term time

Holy Communion [C] Traditional service in contemporary language [one hour]
Holy Communion [T] Traditional service in traditional language [one hour]
Holy Communion [BCP] Traditional service in traditional language [one hour]
Service of the Word [SW] Morning or Evening Service [without communion] in 

contemporary language, often Lay-Led
Morning Prayer [BCP] Traditional Morning Service [Mattins] from the Book of 

Common Prayer [about an hour]
Evening Prayer or [BCP] Traditional Evening Service from the Book of Common
Choral Evensong Prayer [about an hour]

DAILY SERVICES – Usual pattern

Monday 09:00 am Morning Prayer at Stoke Canon Chapel
Tuesday 09:00 am Morning Prayer at Stoke Canon Church
Tuesday 06:00 pm Evening Prayer at Rewe
Wednesday 09:00 am Morning Prayer at Thorverton
Thursday 09:00 am Morning Prayer at Thorverton
Thursday 05:00 pm Evening Prayer at Newton St Cyres
Friday 09:00 am Morning Prayer at Thorverton
Saturday 09:00 am Morning Prayer at Thorverton
Variations:  3rd May No morning prayer at Stoke Canon Chapel

 4th May No morning prayer at Stoke Canon Church
12th May No morning prayer at Thorverton
13th May No morning prayer at Thorverton
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13th May No Evening Prayer at Newton St Cyres
14th May No morning prayer at Thorverton
15th May No morning prayer at Thorverton
26th May No morning prayer at Thorverton
27th May No morning prayer at Thorverton
27th May No Evening Prayer at Newton St Cyres
28th May No morning prayer at Thorverton
29th May No morning prayer at Thorverton
31st May No morning prayer at Stoke Canon Chapel

Who’s Who …..? Abbreviations Key

DD The Rev Douglas Dettmer Priest-in-Charge 01392 860332
SS The Rev Sue Sheppard Associate Minister 01392 841284
HD The Rev Hilary Dawson Assistant Curate 01392 841928

JB The Rev John Benton GK Mrs Gwynneth Keehner JS Mr John Sandford
BB Mrs Bridget Boxall JM Preb John Mapson GS Mr Guy Sheppard
DB Mr David Boxall DP Mr David Perrott AS The Rev Alan Simmonds
AB Mrs Annabel Branney GP Mrs Gerda Perrott ST The Rev Simon Taylor
CC Mr Chris Cook SM The Rev Sue Martin PW The Rev Peter Webb
JC Mrs Jane Cook GMS Mr Geoffrey Saltmarsh HW The Rev Harold Whitty
JD Mrs Julia Dallen VC Mrs Veronica Clarke
CH The Rev Chris Hughes VM Mrs Valerie Mills
JH Mrs Jenny Hansen MOJ Mrs Maureen Owen-Jones

Family Services of the Word marked •  are led by Lay Teams

For more information about the Netherexe Parishes please see www .netherexe.org or contact:

Mrs Margaret Lowe [Administrator]
Tel: 07594 714590  - Tuesday & Thursday  [08:30 – 16:30]
Email: margaret.admin@netherexe.org

Wou ld you li ke a li ft to chur ch?
May we offer you a lift to the parish church or to a joint service elsewhere?

For transport to Sunday services from locations in Thorverton parish, please ring Steve Rendell on
[01392] 860780.

To arrange a lift to the weekday Holy Communion at Thorverton please ring Margaret Turner-Warwick
on [01392] 861173

For transport from locations in Newton St Cyres parish please contact Mrs Charlotte Dyer on [01392] 851618

For transport from Cowley parish please contact Major Clive Rendle on [01392] 257389

For transport from Upton Pyne parish please contact David Marshall on [01392] 851751

From the Parish Registers       to mid-April

Baptisms Archie William Welsh (son of Mark & Tania Welsh) at Thorverton  11 April 2010

Marriages Glenn Redler & Victoria Elston at Thorverton Church on 10 April 2010
Nicholas Pope & Vanessa Tomkins-Pope [A service of Prayer and Dedication after
Civil Marriage] at Rewe Church.

Funerals Mrs Win Ling [Huxham] 23 March 2010
Mr Alec Alexander [Rewe] 30 March 2010
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Letter  From Revd Douglas Dettmer,
Priest-in-Charge
‘What difference does a piece of paper make?’

For a long time that question or something like it has
been a favourite dismissive put-down in arguments
about the usefulness or otherwise of marriage.
Tragically of course, for some it is not a dismissal at
all but more a lament borne of bitter hardship.  But
for those who have been blessed with the opportunity
to live within a flourishing marital relationship, the
experience of the vow and covenant of marriage—as
people say to me again and again—is an experience of
the freedom to be themselves.  The essence of
marriage as it is meant to be is the public commitment
of two people to each other in a relationship which is
not merely provisional or private, but in its intention
permanent and unconditional—an environment in
which both can grow and develop in their true
respective identities as individuals because they are
unconditionally loved, and in which as a couple they
can grow beyond what is possible for themselves as
individuals in many different ways of fruitful li ving.
For that, the piece of paper (the marriage certificate)
is just a token; what does indeed make all the
difference for so many couples who choose marriage
as the way they wish to live is its permanent, no-
catches public commitment to the giving and receiving
of love, comfort, honour, protection and all the rest in
a relationship marked by entire faithfulness and trust.

Such reflections seem timely as a season of weddings
in the parish churches of the Netherexe group begins.
One of the great privileges of my own ministry as for
that of any parish priest is, to use the traditional word,
‘solemnising’ marriages.  (Strictly speaking, the priest
does not ‘marry’ the man and the woman—they marry
each other.  The priest’s role is solemnly to bless the
marriage the couple has made in the context of
worship and to register it formally with the state
authorities.)  At the same time, as well as being
celebrated for what it is in itself, the ‘holy mystery’ of
marriage is often used as a symbol of something else.
For example, in famili ar words the Church of England
marriage service makes a significant comparison when
it reminds those witnessing the marriage that ‘as
husband and wife give themselves to each other in
love throughout their lives, they shall be united in that
love as Christ is united with his Church.’

Perhaps it would not be too far-fetched if I were to
make another timely comparison relating not to
individuals, but to the li fe of our eight Netherexe

parishes with their eleven churches.  As many readers
will be aware, in the most recent stage of their history
these eight parishes have been organised into two legal
groupings (‘benefices’) within which the respective
church communities have lived and worked:  the
‘Stoke Canon Benefice’ to the east, and the ‘Raddon
Team Ministry’ to the west of the river Exe.  Several
years ago the two groups of churches started
exploring the possibili ty of a relationship.  (Courting?)
About four years ago, they began to share a Priest-in-
Charge (myself) and then a common li fe as a ‘mission
community’—a group of churches working together to
make best use of their resources so as to enable a
worshipping, witnessing Christian presence in each
local community and offer everyone in our parishes
the opportunity to experience the Christian church in
its fullness.  Perhaps one might say that we have
been—cohabiting?

Now, after a long legal process, the two groups of
churches are as it were getting married.  As tends to
be the case for couples who have lived together and
are obviously a ‘good match’ , it feels as if they have
already been married for a long time; the wedding day
is simply putting the seal on what is there already.
The level of trust, mutual respect, and delight in each
other into which the church communities have grown
during the last four years makes ‘marriage’ in this
case a remarkably good analogy.  On Wednesday,
May 5th at 7.30pm during a service in Newton St
Cyres church, the Bishop of Crediton will sign a
document uniting the two groups into one, and from
that date the communities listed at the top of this page
will form a single benefice while remaining distinct
parishes as at present, committed to each other not
just provisionally but for good.  (Incidentally, they
will no longer have a Priest-in-Charge, but a Rector—
which after twelve years is a relief as the title has been
something of a mouthful for everyone!)  Even more
importantly, Bishop Bob at that service will celebrate
the fact that our churches have become a mission
community and will bless us in our calli ng.

As at a marriage, we pray with these communities
that, strengthened and guided by God, they may
continue to fulfil his purpose in the whole of their li fe
together.  They are beloved, and I give great thanks
for them.

With best wishes, Douglas
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Baptist Church

Therefore God also exalted Jesus and gave Him the
name that is above every name, So that at the name of
Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth,
and under the earth, and every tongue should confess
that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the Glory of God the
Father.                      Phili ppians  2.  9-11

This is the second part of an ancient hymn. The first
half describes the journey Jesus took from glory to
disgrace. Now we see what God has done in response-
given him the highest honour and authority over all
creation. It is the destiny of all humankind that every
man, woman and child will one day acknowledge
Jesus’ greatness and their debt to Him. Depending on
the love an individual has for Jesus, that is a prospect
which seems either wonderful or dreadful.

Paul quoted the hymn to the Christians of Phili ppi to
remind them of the majesty of the risen Jesus Christ,
of course, but he had a more practical purpose as
well . He was urging them to create a church in which
disunity, infighting and personal ambition were dead.
He had a vision for a community in which every day
was an Easter of encouragement, compassion and joy-
living now the values that will come naturally when
we kneel before the glorious Jesus.

Baptist Missionary Society.   ( BMS)
Georgie Christine is back in the U.K. after 32 years,
having worked the last 17 for B.M.S. with pre school
children in the shanty towns of Brazil .

She first met Paulo 16 years ago. She says “ When
my husband Stuart and I first met Paulo, he was living

in a hovel in Sao Paulo shanty town. Where he lived
was so bad, I would not have put my dog there. There
were rats everywhere. He had a wife and 14 children
but was continually drunk and gambling.

We were church planting there in those days. We used
to have Bible studies in people’s homes. If Paulo was
around, when we came in the house, he would run out
the back door. Then one day he stayed for the Bible
study and soon after was converted. And Paulo
says,’ that was the day my li fe began’ . At that time he
was 62 years old.”

The change in Paulo was immediate and hugely
visible. He got a job and stopped drinking, smoking
and gambling. Paulo started to take an interest in
where he was living and began to take care of his wife
and children. After six years he decided to leave the
shanty town. Georgie says, “He had saved up bought
a plot of land, buil t some houses on it, and got his
family to move out of the shanty town.” All his family
became Christians, one by one: his wife, his children
and his grandchildren. Just before Georgie and Stuart
left Brazil l ast Autumn, they visited Paulo, “ It was an
emotional visit” , said Georgie.” It was amazing to see
him living in a really nice house, and lots of his family
living nearby in the same street.” Stuart said,
“Visiting him in his new home must be like going to
heaven”

The Baptist Church gives a very warm welcome to all
who would like to join us at any of our Sunday
services, at 11-00am.

Phylli s Langdon, Church Secretary

Christian Aid Week
May 9th-15th 2010
A reminder that Christian Aid Week is nearly on us
again, please look out for the Collectors in your area,
and do your best to fill their envelopes. We want to
make a big impact in our community this year, so
bringing us closer to poor communities across the
world. Also please remember to put your name and
address on the envelope if you are a tax payer,
Christian Aid can claim so much more, which goes a
long way to helping poor people across the world. It
can be claimed on any donation of £2 or more.

The house to house collection in Christian Aid Week
raises more than £10 milli on each year, and our total
for Thorverton and Brampford Speke last year

amounted to £1,849-08 can we beat this in 2010, I do
hope so. It is a huge act of Christian witness,
supported by 300,000 people across the churches in
the UK.

Your donations will be used to respond to the
immediate crises where ever it may be, and to help
increase the long term resili ence of communities in the
region.

Please give generously and keep the affected people in
your thoughts and prayers.

Thank you.

Overall Christian Aid Week income fell considerably
in 2009, with the effects of the recession, and vital
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projects were threatened. So in 2010 they are
determined to try and make up the lost ground and
hope that all supporters will be inspired to help in this
endeavour too. This year C.A. is focussing on Kenya
and in particular the work amongst the slums of
Nairobi, where water and sanitation projects are
bringing significant improvements to the lives of the 2
milli on inhabitants.

If you can help in any way during this week, please
contact me, we always need more people to call on
areas in the vill age to deliver or collect envelopes.

Phylli s Langdon, Ferndale, Bullen Street, Thorverton.
Tel 01392 860932.

Ladies Group
The next and last meeting of the Ladies Group, for the
winter season, will be held at Moss Bank by kind
invitation of Beryl. This will be our usual Barbeque,
and hopefully the weather will be kind to us so that we
can relax in Beryl and Jeff’ s lovely garden. Please
note date and time as this is not the usual.

May 20th and at 7-00pm. Please contact Beryl on
860489 to say what you are likely to be bringing. Do
hope you all enjoy the rest of the summer, and we
resume meetings again in October so watch Focus for
the date.

Phylli s Langdon

Final of the National 12 Bell
Striking Competition
This is the final of the premier change ringing
competition in the UK. Held annually since 1975 the
competition is open to any bell tower where 12 bell
ringing is regularly practised. The final this year,
which is being held at Holy Cross Crediton on
Saturday 26th June will see the nine teams of finalist
battle it out for the Taylor Trophy.

This is a great honour for both the town of Crediton
and Holy Cross and is indicative of how highly the
Crediton peal of bells are regarded within the bell
ringing world since their restoration in 2004 and
augmentation to a full peal of 12 bells in 2007. In
2009 the final was held at St.Paul’s Cathedral in
London.

Following eliminator heats at three venues in London
on Saturday 27th March the following teams will be
competing at Holy Cross Crediton:  The Ancient
Society of College Youths, Birmingham St Mary’s
Guild, Cambridge, Leeds, Melbourne, St Martin-in-
the-Fields,, the Society of Royal Cumberland Youths,
York and Exeter Cathedral. This is the first time
since 1997 the Exeter Cathedral ringers have quali fied

for the final. The final was last in Devon in 1994
when hosted at Exeter Cathedral.

The whole day is being organised by the local
Crediton ringers with help from other ringers from
around Devon. The draw for order of ringing will take
place at 11am. The competition ringing will take place
between 11.30am and 4pm when each team will have
half an hour to famili arise themselves with the
Crediton bells and complete their test piece of ringing
288 changes of Cambridge Surprise Maximus. The
day will finish with a short Evensong service at 5pm
and the declaration of results and the presentation of
the Taylor Trophy to the winners at 5.30pm.

Refreshments will be available all day (bacon butties,
fill ed rolls, pasties and cream teas) and everyone is
invited to come along to sample the unique
atmosphere of this event, listen to what will be some
top quali ty bell ringing and enjoy a memorable
‘Crediton’ experience.

Background information about this competition -
history, statistics, lists of past participants and
winners can be found at www.12bell .org.uk.

Holy Cross Crediton Exhibition
With Flowers
The annual Exhibition with Flowers this year at
Crediton Parish Church takes place from the 5th – 10th

June. The theme chosen this year is li terature or rather
books and more books! The title of ‘Tales of Many
Things …’ has been inspired by a line from ‘The
Walrus and the Carpenter’ by Lewis Carroll .  The
inside of this church will be turned into a large book
shop with all the floral displays and exhibits featuring

and being based on well known novels or a series of
books. All the monies raised at this event go towards
the upkeep and maintenance of the fabric of this
nationally and internationally important grade 1 listed
building. An art exhibition, stalls, evening concerts,
tours of the church and refreshments are available
along with free parking and admission. Everyone is
warmly invited to come along. For further information
please telephone Bill Jerman 01363 772865.
Opening hours 10.30am – 8.30pm daily except Sunday
11am – 6pm(Evensong) and Thursday 10.30am – 5pm
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Thorverton Co-Operative Trust
Ltd

Why drive out of the village............

..........when you could leave your laundry or dry
cleaning at Thorverton Post Off ice?? Dulverton
Laundry collects and returns every week. Prices are
reasonable and of course using this service benefits
your post off ice since it helps TCT's business.

We also stock wheely bin liners for your brown bins.

Have a good look at our range of stationery items. (I
gather that there has been a 'run' on felt pens over the
school holidays as well as comics and magazines -
well done kids).

Why not try to buy at least one greetings card from us
per month? We cater for all ages and all sorts.

You can advertise events, things to sell or 'wants' on
the noticeboard for a very modest fee.

Need to photocopy something?? We can cope with
small quantities. Please ask for assistance.

Come and browse when you are next up at the shop,
post off ice, waiting for the mobile library on a
Wednesday afternoon or out for a stroll .
We are open from 9.00 - 1.00 and 2.00 - 5.30 on
weekdays and 9.00 - 12.00 on Saturdays; the same as
the post off ice.
You can also buy papers on Sundays from 9.00 -
10.30 and collect them at other times too, provided
that you order and pay for them in advance.

We hope to see you again soon.

Thorverton Co-Operative Trust Ltd and Thorverton
Post Off ice    01392 860455

Heather Kershaw
TCT Ltd Chair And Company Secretary

TCT COUNCIL : Jill Blewett, Bryony Coles,
Royston Kershaw, Steve Rendell , Alli son Toogood

East Devon Arts Festival

MAY 11th - 15th 2010

It's our 40th birthday can you believe?

No doubt many of you have been inveigled into
helping with the catering side of Church Week. But
there are no doubt others of you who would like to be
helping with the art and craft side of things.

There are also plenty of other tasks to be done e.g.
preparing the church for the Festival, selli ng tickets

for the cake draw, stewarding. There's something for
everyone.

What sorts of things could you offer to do? :

• Use your computer skill s to help with
the preparation of the database,
catalogue and labels, record-keeping,
accounting.

• Help with the receiving, sorting and hanging
of the artwork and/or the display
and labelli ng of craft items.

• Help at the sales desk.
• Be a steward patrolli ng the church, helping

visitors and keeping an eye on
the displays.

• Man/woman the cake draw tickets sales
station; a good place from which to
watch the world go by, enjoy the art and talk
to visitors.

• Help with cleaning and tidying especially at
the end of the day.

• Be part of the team which prepares the
church for the festival and then
dismantles the boards etc. afterwards.

• Help at the end of the festival counting
unsold craft items, taking down
paintings, stock-checking with artists
and craftspeople.

There are lots of other things that go on behind
the scenes and as you know the whole festival is
a tremendous team effort. Even if you only have
a li ttle time to spare, this will be very valuable.

We also need carrier bags, packing materials, old
sheets, sturdy cardboard boxes, lightweight shelving,
the loan of tables for displaying craft. Please don't
throw away things you think we might be able to use!

From Easter onwards there will be a book in the
church which you can sign if you'd like to help on the
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sales desk, with stewarding, with the labelli ng and
setting out craft items and paintings, with stocktaking
and checking at the end of the festival or selli ng cake
draw tickets. Please sign up so that we know we will
have enough people to do these jobs!

Please contact:   Helen Pope 860159 or Heather Kershaw
860419 (or Peter Colebrook 861019 re. the setting-up
team).

For the scientists amongst you

Manchester University researchers have discovered
the heaviest element yet known to science. The new
element, Governmentium (symbol=Gv), has one
neutron, 25  assistant neutrons, 88 deputy neutrons,
and 198 assistant deputy  neutrons, giving it an atomic
mass of 312.

These 312 particles are held together by forces called
morons, which are surrounded by vast quantities of
lepton-like particles called pill ocks. Since
Governmentium has no electrons, it is inert. However,
it can be detected, because it impedes every reaction
with which it comes into contact.

A tiny amount of Governmentium can cause a
reaction that would normally take less than a second,
to take from 4 days to 4 years to complete.
Governmentium has a normal half-li fe of 2 to 6 years.
It does not decay, but instead undergoes a
reorganization in which a portion of the assistant
neutrons and deputy neutrons exchange places.

In fact, Governmentium's mass will actually increase
over time, since each re-organization will cause more
morons to become neutrons, forming isodopes. This
characteristic of moron promotion leads some
scientists to believe that Governmentium is formed
whenever morons reach a critical concentration. This
hypothetical quantity is referred to as critical morass.
When catalyzed with money, Governmentium
becomesAdministratium (symbol=Ad), an element
that radiates just as much energy as Governmentium,
since it has half as many pill ocks but twice as many
morons

Brampford Speke and Upton
Pyne Garden Club

By the time this goes to press we will have had our
annual Flower Show at Upton Pyne which I know will
be a successful and enjoyable day.  However as it
does not take place until 24th April a write-up will be
included in the June edition of Speke Up, Focus and
Newton Wonder.

Our next meeting will be on Monday 17th May when
Dawn Rose will be coming to talk to us about
“Shrubs and Climbers” so if interested please give me
a ring on 861 205.

Our coach outing to Coletan Fishacre on the 1st June
is now fully booked so we are hoping for a sunny day
to enhance the lovely gardens of this interesting house
buil t by the D’Oyly Carte family in the arts and crafts
style of the 1920’s and now has the added attraction
of the music of Gilbert and Sulli van filli ng the rooms
to help you travel back in time.  I’m sure this also will
be a very enjoyable and memorable day.

If anyone is interested in joining the Garden Club or
would like further details please do contact me.

Ros Rowlerson

Lee and Geoff White on their 65th wedding
anniversary.

Photo by John Spivey
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Legal Eagle
This month we are going to look at the rules which
apply when a person dies ‘ intestate’ or ‘partially
intestate’ . Intestacy arises when a person fails to leave
a will disposing of the whole of their property or leaves
a will which disposes of part only of their property.

This may happen for a number of reasons, for example
a person may have deliberately chosen not to make a
will ; the deceased made a will but it was revoked by a
subsequent marriage under s18 of the Will s Act 1837;
the deceased made a will but forgot to dispose of
certain of his property; the deceased hadn’ t got round
to making a will .

The obvious advantages of making a will are that the
testator is able to dispose of his property in the way
that he wishes and is able to choose that person or
those persons whom he wishes to entrust the
administration of his estate.

It is an interesting fact that the majority of the
population of England and Wales die without having
made a will . When a person dies intestate or partially
intestate their estate will be distributed in accordance
with fixed rules.

These rules are based upon a number of assumptions
about what the deceased would have put in his will had
he made one, namely:

• All his property would have been given to relatives.
• Spouses or civil partners would be given priority.
• Where the value of the estate is suffic iently large,

children and other relatives would share the assets
with a spouse or civil partner.

• If there is no spouse or civil partner, the estate
would be distributed to other relatives with closer
blood relatives taking priority over more distant
relatives.

• Where no relatives can be found, the Crown would
receive the estate.

The intestacy rules are to be found in the
Administration of Estates Act 1925 (AEA 1925) (as
amended) and the Intestates Estates Act 1952 (IEA
1952).

Where a partial intestacy occurs, the gifts contained in
the will are distributed in accordance with the terms of
the will . The property that is not disposed of under the
will i s then distributed in accordance with the intestacy
rules.

When a person dies wholly or partially intestate, all his
estates become subject to a statutory trust under s33
AEA 1925. This means that the deceased’s Personal
Representative(s) (Administrator(s)) hold all of the
estate on trust with the power to sell . They are required
to pay funeral expenses and debts from the deceased’s
cash and other assets. In the case of a partial intestacy
they pay legacies from the assets. The Personal
Representatives must then hold the estate to be
distributed in accordance with the order of entitlement
in s46 AEA 1925.

In order to do this the Personal Representatives require
knowledge of the approximate size and nature of the
estate plus details of the deceased’s relatives.

The basic order of entitlement under s46 AEA 1925 is:

• Spouse or civil partner.
• Issue (children and direct descendants)
• Parents
• Brothers and sisters of the whole blood
• Brothers and sisters of the half blood
• Grandparents
• Uncles and aunts of the whole blood
• Uncles and aunts of the half blood
• The Crown (the State)

This month we will consider the entitlement of the
surviving spouse or civil partner. Next month we will
look at the entitlement of other relatives.

The right of the surviving spouse/civil partner depends,
initially, on the spouse/civil partner, ‘surviving’ the
deceased. Section 46 (2A) AEA 1925
provides that an intestate’s surviving spouse/civil
partner cannot take a share on the intestacy unless he
or she survives the intestate by 28 days. Where the
spouse/civil partner does not ‘survive’ , the intestate’s
property will be dealt with as if there had been no
spouse/civil partner.

Provided that the spouse/civil partner ‘survives’ the
deceased, the extent of their benefit under the intestacy
rules will depend upon the size of the estate and
whether or not there are other surviving relatives.

Where the deceased is survived by a spouse/civil
partner but no issue, parents or brothers/sisters of the
whole blood (or their issue), the surviving spouse/civil
partner inherits the whole of the estate.

In the event that the deceased is survived by a
spouse/civil partner and issue, the spouse/civil partner
inherits:
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• personal chattels as defined in s55(1)(x) AEA
1925;

• a statutory legacy of £250,000 plus interest at 6%
per annum from the date of death until payment;

• a li fe interest in half of the residue. On the death of
the surviving spouse/civil partner, the capital value
of the half share passes to the issue. The other half
passes to the issue immediately on the statutory
trusts as defined by s47(1)(i) AEA 1925.

In those cases where the deceased is survived by a
spouse/civil partner, no issue, but parent(s) or brothers
and sisters of the whole blood and their issue, the
spouse/civil partner will receive:
• the personal chattels;
• a statutory legacy of £450,000;
• half of the balance of the estate.

The parents(s) or, if they have predeceased, the
brothers and sisters of the whole blood or their issue
will receive the balance.

It is not uncommon for a spouse or civil partner who is
entitled to a li fe interest to prefer to receive a lump sum
instead. S47A AEA 1925 entitles the spouse /civil
partner to elect to receive a lump sum. On such an
election being made, the spouse/civil partner will then
receive outright a much smaller sum than the capital on
which the li fe interest was based. The issue will receive
the remainder of the estate outright.

It is probable that in many cases of intestacy, the
family home will comprise the single biggest asset.

The first issue to consider is the beneficial ownership
of the family home. If the home is owned by the couple
as joint tenants, the survivor will take the intestate’s
share by survivorship. If the property is owned as
tenants in common the intestate’s share will form part
of his estate and pass under the intestacy rules.
Alternatively , the family home may have been owned
solely by the intestate.

In the case that the family home is owned as joint
tenants or solely by the intestate the surviving
spouse/civil partner may wish to ensure that the family
home (or the intestate’s share in it) is appropriated
(transferred) to him/her.

Where the value of the family home does not exceed
the spouse/civil partner’s entitlement under the
intestacy rules the Personal Representatives have a
general power under s41 AEA 1925 to appropriate all
types of assets to individual beneficiaries instead of
their cash equivalent.

If the Personal Representatives are reluctant to
exercise their powers under s41 AEA 1925, or the
value of the family home is greater than the surviving
spouse/civil partner’s entitlement, it may be possible
for the surviving spouse/civil partner to require the
Personal Representatives to appropriate the family
home under the provisions of Sch 2 IEA 1952 subject
to certain criteria being satisfied.

Clive Hamblin

Nature Notes
March 21st to April 1st.
It was too late to announce in last month's Focus the
arrival of the Chiffchaff . The morning of Saturday
27th March was alive with its song all over the
vill age. The earliest report I received was 22nd March
at Newton St Cyres.

Woodpecker drumming was first noted by Heather
Kershaw around the 15th March and we have noticed
an increase in Great Spotted Woodpecker activity at
our peanut feeder. Until recently we’d get an
occasional visit from a female but all of a sudden a
male is on the scene. I think he is establishing his right
to his food source together with that of his potential
family. I was treated to the spectacular sight of his
spotted wings fully outstretched as a warning to
another male who came into the garden.

Mrs Blackbird is sitting in her large deep cupped nest
buil t among stems of our rampant evergreen Clematis
armandii ‘Apple Blossom’. She is protected from the
rain by a roof of green leaves. Now worms are being
gathered by the beak full so I guess they have chicks.
On 1st April I saw my first swallow flying around
near Speedway Garage.

On Holiday!
The report above was the last writing I did before
going on holiday to Gran Canaria on 10th April fully
expecting to return on 15th April to continue writing
before the deadline. My family and I arrived back at
Exeter Airport at 08.30 on 22nd April and I must say
we received a sterling service from Thomson/First
Choice. So next month I will hopefully catch up with
the wildli fe news. It is wonderful to come back and
see a lot of trees in flower and leaf.

Jenny Garne
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Golf Society Players Of
Thorverton
Sunday 28th March 2010

Despite an awful forecast the rain held off until the
players had had their first shot at the tenth hole. The
overnight time change might also have affected the
numbers but six brave souls made the first tee.

First with 19 points was John Mann, putter working
smoothly to match the rest of his game. Runner-up
was Scott Hasler with 16 points. Marcus Davey
enjoyed the shortest drive but only in a far as the
distance forward his ball travelled. If its flight had
been measured in terms of time in the air he might
have had longest drive. However, length does count
Marcus, whatever you claim.

The Donna-Y Trophy was given for a piece of pure
pantomime that only a few could hope to have
exploited. Bill y Bunter, Humpty Dumpty, Desperate
Dan and Big Daddy come to mind. Is a picture
forming? Sitting on the bench adjacent to the sixth tee,
hoping for a few moments of peace and composure
seeking, Dave Harlow suddenly descended
groundwards as the bench collapsed beneath him.
Those who made comments about weight limits being
broken should feel guil ty as Dave was adamant that
one of the bench legs was rotten.

Friday 2nd April 2010

A small (six strong) but high quali ty field entered the
Good Friday Anniversary Tournament, held over nine
holes at Newton Golf. Not quite in the same league as
the Masters but equally competitive with prizes
possibly rivalli ng those on offer at Augusta National.
In fact, one doubts that Augusta even had a bottle of
whisky or set of instructional dvd’s to present in

addition to the Green Jacket. Who’d want a green
jacket anyway?

At the end of a long, intense battle the champion was
Ken Galvin with a magnificent 20 points. The
magnificence of his round is highlighted by the fact
that runner-up Phil Beasley had to play well i n the
windy conditions to accumulate his 15 points.

Lowest score of the day was John Mann’s 12 points.
Needless to say, John is now the proud owner of said
dvd’s and is preparing a schedule of rates for their
hire. John also received the Donna-Y Trophy for not
one, but two of the type of shot that always sees the
perpetrator quickly look around to see if anyone
witnessed the event. Yes John. We wouldn’ t have
missed it, the event that is. Either of them.

Nearest-the-pin on the third was Phil Beasley, the only
player to actually find the green. Nowhere near the
pin, but good enough. Scott Hasler won two ironically
opposed prizes. His drive on the fifth was judged to be
the shortest of the day. It didn’ t take much judgement
as his ball hadn’ t ventured beyond the front edge of
the tee box. However, he showed his true form with a
massive drive on the ninth to claim the associated
prize. One’s private thought is that a useful prize
might have been bi-focal specs.

Don’ t forget, there are three events in May. All are
welcome:

Bank Holiday Monday, 3rd: Texas Scramble, teams
required.

Sunday's 16th & 30th.

Meet Exeter Inn at 10:30am for 11:00am tee off .

G.S. Potter

Dolphin Group
We are always happy to welcome new people to our
lively, friendly group, which meets on Thursday
mornings at 10.30 at The Thorverton Arms.

Here is our May programme:

6th - Life and Times of Major Bill – anecdotes from
Bill Upington

13th - Exercise to Music

20th - Nature Talk on Birds with John Haysom

27th - Book Review – A Painted House by John
Grisham

We would like to mention how much we appreciated
the recent opportunity to visit the primary school,
where we shared our experiences of networks with
children in the top class.  It was a very enjoyable and
stimulating morning, and we hope the children gained
as much from our involvement as we did from theirs.

Rosalyn Brimacombe
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I Don’t Believe It

Life goes on without air travel and how pleasantly
quiet it is without the almost constant drone of planes
overhead. Perhaps it will make us question how much
of our air travel is really essential?

A similar thought comes to mind regarding our
obsession with technology. It was supposed to help us
in our daily lives, but now we are becoming slaves to
it, checking for text messages and e-mails every few
minutes and some even afraid to visit the toilet
without their mobile phone.

It has been estimated that in our li fetime we will have
5 fridges, 8 toasters, 6 microwaves, 7 PC’s, 6 TV’s,
12 kettles, 7 vacuum cleaners and 35 mobile phones in
a pear tree. Take heart  - “ if you can buy it, it’s
obsolete” .

Whilst £milli ons are spent persuading us to give up
the car and take the healthier option by foot or cycle,
the Royal Mail are about to send 15,000 congestion-
beating bicycles used for urban deliveries to the
recycling centre. They will be replacing them with
thousands of vans and powered trolleys, but seem
unclear why they are doing this, changing their reason
from eff iciency to safety concerns - and all without a
thought for CO2 emissions. The most accomplished
fiction writer couldn’ t invent this nonsense.

And talking of fiction, I have just struggled through
339 pages of low li fe rubbish from a well-respected
author. On completion I found it necessary to re-read
the glowing reviews that had persuaded me to read it -
perchance I had misunderstood. To a man (or woman)
they were generous in their praise – had we really read
the same book?

I had expected poli ticians to gain a li ttle respect from
us, the selection panel, with just a few days to go  -
but no, not content with a £1milli on average pension
pot for those leaving parliament, the numerically
challenged now want legal aid to defend their expenses
claims. Furthermore, we now learn that the legions of

bureaucrats and quangocrats have been on an
unprecedented credit card spending spree. Whilst the
vast majority will be decent people using our card
sensibly for justifiable expenses the headline grabbing
exceptions are clearly a cause for concern and warrant
audit.

Recently I heard a comment that my contributions
were sometimes poli tical. I’ m sure that’s in the lower-
case, and being a parish magazine I realise I must be
particularly careful at this time  - I wouldn’ t want to
be accused of losing the election for any party.
However, I was particularly amused a few weekends
ago to see a rugby team wearing a fetching shade of
pink – that takes real guts (or are they being secretly
sponsored by UKIP?)

With many milli ons of people having given their li fe
for our freedom we should, despite democracy’s
faults, value our right to vote. Whilst we may find
areas of appeal in the various manifestoes we only
have to look back at previous wish lists to realise that
not all aims will be achieved in the li fetime of the
parliament. So on the day, even if we vote for the
party or person we dislike the least, we will have
voted!

Commentator

Women's Institute
We were hosts to the four other WI’ s in our group in
April . Our speaker was Mr B Usher who prefers to be
known as Uncle Bobby. He told us his li fe as a child’s
entertainer, showed us tricks in which he had ladies of
the audience helping him.

There was much hilarity, which was followed by tea
and a variety of scrumptious home made biscuits.
After this we were treated to a variety of folk music.

Sylv Gregory
Charity No. 229868
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Thorverton Pre-School News
New building for the Pre-School
As hopefully many of you are aware, the Pre-School
is trying to raise the last of the money to build the new
building for our Pre-School children on the school
premises.

The new building is essential to ensure that the
children are in an environment where its main focus is
the development and well being of children. OFSTED
requirements are becoming more stringent and wide
spread, not just assessing the quali ty of care and
development for our pre-school children, but also the
environment around them and the facili ties it can
offer.

So far, the Pre-School Committee have secured money
from Devon County Council from the funds they had
from the sale of the airport, and also Cllr Michael Lee
has pledged some money from his budget. Due to
much hard work over the years, Pre-School has also
put forward a large sum of money from fund raising
activities.

Devon County Council have put two caveats on the
money which they have pledged: the first is that we
have to start spending the money by the end of the
year, however (and the second caveat) they will not
release the money to the project until all the funds
have been raised.

The Pre-School Committee launched in March the
‘BUY A BRICK’ f und raising campaign, where we
are trying to raise £5000 which is all that is left to
raise. As at 20th April 2010 the total is £1195, which
is great, but there is still a way to go!

A purpose buil t pre-school building would be
wonderful for the children in Thorverton, but would
also be a great asset to the school. This is the closest
the vill age has ever got to realising a dream that many
of you have worked on over the years, and it would be
a huge shame if we got so close and then it didn’ t
happen because we couldn’ t raise the money in time.

The competition to keep numbers high in vill age
schools is ongoing, and with most other pre-schools in
the area having pre-school facili ties on site i.e.
Brampford Speke, Stoke Canon, Bickleigh and
Newton St Cyres, this is attractive to parents outside
the catchment area and without being able to offer the
same facili ties as other vill age schools, there may be a
chance of numbers dropping at the pre-school and as a
direct result, numbers may drop at the school too.

The suggested price for a brick is £50, but please
understand that we would appreciate whatever you
can afford. Anyone, regardless of amount donated,
will have their name on a plaque in the new building
as a way of showing our gratitude. So PLEASE
PLEASE PLEASE donate something if you can.
Please pick up a form from the Post Off ice, Farm
Shop, School Off ice or Pre-School and donate what
you feel you can.

Finally, I would like to thank everyone who has
donated so far, your gift will make a great difference.

Sarah Abrahams
on behalf of Thorverton Pre-School

                                                                                                                        Photo by John Spivey
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Thorverton Football Club
First Team Results for the 2009/10 Season (Devon and Exeter League Premier Division):

22 Aug 15:00 Away TOPSHAM TOWN Loss 0-2
26 Aug 18:30 Away NEWTOWN Win 4-1
29 Aug 15:00 Home ST MARTINS Win 5-2
05 Sep 15:00 Away CLYST VALLEY Win 3-2
19 Sep 15:00 Home EXMOUTH AMATEURS 2008 Loss 4-6
26 Sep 15:00 Away OTTERTON Win 5-2
10 Oct 15:00 Away BUDLEIGH SALTERTON Win 3-0
17 Oct 15:00 Away ALPHINGTON Draw 3-3
31 Oct 15:00 Home BUDLEIGH SALTERTON Win 7-0
05 Dec 14:15 Away FENITON Win 9-4
12 Dec 14:15 Home TOPSHAM TOWN Loss 2-3
19 Dec 14:15 Away SIDMOUTH TOWN Win 4-3
23 Jan 14:15 Home HEAVITREE SOCIAL UNITED Win 2-0
30 Jan 14:15 Away EXMOUTH AMATEURS 2008 Win 2-1
06 Feb 15:00 Home FENITON Win 5-2
13 Feb 15:00 Home CLYST VALLEY Win 4-0
20 Feb 15:00 Away WELLINGTON TOWN Win 7-0
06 Mar 15:00 Away HATHERLEIGH TOWN Draw 1-1
13 Mar 15:00 Home WELLINGTON TOWN Win 2-0
20 Mar 15:00 Home SIDMOUTH TOWN Loss 0-2
27 Mar 15:00 Home UNIVERSITY Win 3-1
10 Apr 15:00 Home NEWTOWN Win 3-0
14 Apr 18:30 Home WILLAND ROVERS Draw 0-0
17 Apr 15:00 Away HEAVITREE SOCIAL UNITED Draw 2-2
21 Apr 18:30 Home HATHERLEIGH TOWN
24 Apr 15:00 Home ALPHINGTON
03 May 15:00 Away UNIVERSITY
08 May 15:00 Away ST MARTINS
11 May 18:30 Away WILLAND ROVERS
14 May 18:30 Home OTTERTON

Premier League Table as at 21 April 2010:
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Second Team Results for the 2009/10 Season (Devon and Exeter League Division 5):

05 Sep 15:00 Home SAMPFORD PEVERELL Win 2-1
19 Sep 15:00 Away EXMOUTH AMATEURS 2008 3rd Draw 2-2
26 Sep 15:00 Home BROADCLYST 2nd Win 5-0
03 Oct 15:00 Away FENITON 2nd Win 3-1
17 Oct 15:00 Home COLATON RALEIGH Win 5-2
31 Oct 15:00 Away CULLOMPTON RANGERS 2nd Loss 2-3
12 Dec 14:15 Away WELLINGTON TOWN 2nd Loss 0-4
23 Jan 14:15 Away SAMPFORD PEVERELL Win 2-0
30 Jan 14:15 Home EXMOUTH AMATEURS 2008 3rd Win 3-1
13 Feb 15:00 Away BICKLEIGH Win 1-0
06 Mar 15:00 Home DUNKESWELL ROVERS Win 4-0
13 Mar 15:00 Away COLATON RALEIGH Win 3-1
20 Mar 15:00 Away DUNKESWELL ROVERS Win 3-0
10 Apr 15:00 Away WESTEXE ROVERS 2nd Win 3-0
12 Apr 18:30 Home LORDS XI Win 3-2
17 Apr 15:00 Away BROADCLYST 2nd Win 5-0
19 Apr 18:30 Home HEMYOCK Win 3-2
24 Apr 15:00 Away LORDS XI
26 Apr 18:30 Home CULLOMPTON RANGERS 2nd
28 Apr 18:30 Away WOODBURY
01 May 15:00 Home WESTEXE ROVERS 2nd
05 May 18:30 Home WOODBURY
08 May 15:00 Home BICKLEIGH
10 May 18:30 Away HEMYOCK
12 May 18:30 Home FENITON 2nd
17 May 19:00 Home WELLINGTON TOWN 2nd

Division 5 League Table as at 21 April 2010:
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* Points Adjusted

Another excellent season for both Thorverton teams - well done!
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Thorverton School Running Club
After school, on a Thursday, about 20 children
regularly attend our school running club. You may see
us training in the Mill ennium field, up at the Rec or on
the school field.

This year we have again, by kind invitation, from
Stockland Primary School (near Honiton) attended
their East Devon Cross Country Competition. We
went to all 4 races, entering the maximum 4 runners in
each race (the Boys Year 3/4 the exception) meaning
we could score in both the team and individual events.
The first race was back in October concluding with
the final race on 25th March.

As each race approached the weather worsened.
However, this is cross country and our children
battled through rain, mud and the cold to record our
most successful year yet. Out of 17 teams (including
Honiton, Kentisbeare, Welli ngton and Plymtree
Primary schools) we achieved 6th place overall , with
the hosts claiming overall victory.

In the team events:
In the Year 3/4 Girls event, our team of Maddie
Baker, Charlotte Oram and Lucy and Katherine
Harget ran brilli antly to finish 2nd team to Stockland
and were awarded a deserving trophy.

In the individual events:
Maddie Baker received another trophy for finishing
3rd overall i n the individual event. In his final year,
Ben Harget finished 2nd in all four of the Boys year
5/6 races, but, this consistency led him to the overall
individual trophy in this age group. Jack Burnand in
his first season, finished 9th boy overall i n his age
group and Sarah Kingdon recorded a top ten finish in
the final two races.

Well done also to Aidan, Megan Oram, Tea, Steph,
Tim, Bobby, Dylan, Bailey, Megan Grant, Anna and
Luke who all participated in one or all of the races.
The children all supported one another and I am sure
we could have won another trophy for the loudest
cheering.

Thanks to Clive Hamblin and Di Baker for their
weekly help at Running Club and also to the parents
who helped with transport and their support at
Stockland .

With the Summer term now upon us we will focus on
athletics and hope to have success at the area sports
held at QE School in June.

Ruth Harget

Thorverton running club in action.
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The Grizzly
Running the "Grizzly" recently were Chris Gill and
Sam Fice. A tough 20-mile cross-country starting
on Seaton Beach and going to Beer and
Branscombe before returning to Seaton, it is one of
the hardest runs in the country. Chris ran it in 2
hours 55 minutes and Sam in 3 hours 20 minutes.
Georgina Fice, Anne Gilbert and I ran the Grizzly
Cub Run - 9 miles of the Grizzly course.

On 18th April Chris and I ran in the Honiton Hippo
- a 7.5 mile cross-country by the River Otter. Chris
ran brilli antly to be third in 54 minutes in a field of
153 runners, most of whom were from running
clubs.

Alex Fice

Thorverton Cricket Club
This is a very big year for the club as it is celebrating
its 150 year anniversary. There are many fixtures and
events planned to include not just the adult playing
side of the club but also the colts and the wider
community. The fixtures/events are detailed below:

Sunday 25th April   1st XI v Tim Western XI
Sunday 23rd May    Colts v East Devon Colts XI
Thursday 27th May  Colts v Parents
Sunday 20th June    Veterans Match
Sunday 27th June    Pub Competition
Friday    9th July      Players Reunion
Sunday 11th July     Club XI v Exiles
Tuesday 10th August 1st XI v MCC
Sunday  29th August Club XI v The Vill age
Saturday 11th Sept  Simon Molineux Memorial Game
Friday 8th October    Dinner/Dance at the Tiverton
Hotel

Tim Western who opens the batting for Torquay is
bringing a very strong side consisting mainly of
Devon Premier League cricketers and will prove to be
very strong opposition for the 1st XI.. It is hoped with
the exiles game that many of the players attending the
reunion will stay for the weekend and play in this
game. The MCC game will be the highlight event of
the season and is an all day game commencing at
11.00 am. It is hoped to make the game against the
vill age a Victorian theme day.

On the general front James May stood down as
captain after five years in charge following the club's
promotion back to the C division last season. Gareth
Hess, last year's vice captain, is the new captain with
Ally Fury, following his move back to Devon from

Abergavenny, the vice captain. Australian all -rounder
Kobi Griggs, who made such an impact both on and
off the fields in the last two seasons, is not returning
this season and opening bowler Adam Staniforth has
moved away.The club has therefore recruited a new
opening bowler, Josh Henderson, who hails from
South Brisbane CC and  who plays 1st and 2nd grade
cricket in Brisbane. Otherwise the squad is pretty
much unchanged but does have a youthful look to it
with talented cricketers such as Nick Barton, Jake
Crouch, Will Denford and George Greed being very
much part of the 1st XI which will be looking for a
strong showing in the C division.

Alan Birmingham is continuing as 2nd XI captain
with Olli e Chatterjee as vice captain. It is envisaged
that some of the older colts who have come up
through the thriving colts section will f igure in the 2nd
Xi this year.

The club has also entered the South Devon League
where matches are played on Sundays. This will
effectively be for a 3rd XI to give other up and
coming colts experience of league cricket before their
transition to Saturday league cricket in the Devon
League. This team will be captained by James May.

The club has already began its new season with club
matches against Chudleigh ( a resounding win by 180
runs) ,a very strong Exeter University 2nd XI (narrow
defeat by 9 runs) and Clyst St George (draw).

Everybody will be welcome at any matches and it is
hoped as many as possible will attend the celebratory
games and events.

Mike Denford
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Thorverton and District History Society

The Tiverton Canal

The subject of the talk in March was well known to
many of us, the appropriately named Grand Western
Canal, which runs for over 11 miles from Lowdwells
beyond Burlescombe to Tiverton.

Our guide for the evening was Phili p Brind. His
family have been running the horse-drawn barge and
associated facili ties at Tiverton Canal Basin for over
30 years. After a showing of Spotlight’s Inside Out
programme which incorrectly called it the Great
Western Canal, Phili p, adorned with bowler hat and
red cravat, talked us through the original need for the
canal, its construction and brief commercial li fe, its
abandonment and finally its resurrection as a much-
valued quiet and unspoil t Country Park and Nature
Reserve.

The canal was originally part of a plan to provide a
commercial waterway between the English and Bristol
Channels, shortening the route and avoiding the
treacherous Cornish coastline. The section from
Tiverton to the limestone quarries at Westleigh was
completed in 1814. However, shortage of funds
delayed completion of the next section to Taunton
until 1838, by which time the age of steam (railway)
had arrived, and the idea of a coast-to-coast canal was
no longer viable. The local section continued to
transport limestone until 1920, but thereafter, apart
from some lil y growing for Covent Garden market, the
canal gradually fell i nto disrepair and large sections
became sil ted and overgrown.

The possibili ty of using the canal as a landfill site in
the 1960’s prompted a campaign to save the canal,

successfully culminating in its designation as a
Country Park in 1971.

Phili p ill ustrated his talk with some splendid historic
and contemporary pictures along the route, Lowdwells
– Westleigh - Sampford Peverall – Halberton, before
the more famili ar section to Manley and Tidcombe,
finally arriving at Tiverton Canal Basin. Among many
interesting features and bridges along the way, the
towpath at Crownhill Bridge, near Halberton, changes
banks, requiring the horse to be uncoupled and to
walk across the bridge before taking up the tow on the
other side.

In 1961 a Canberra bomber crashed by the canal with
both aircrews losing their li fe. A memorial and tribute
to their courage in avoiding habitation has been placed
near the crash site. Our chairman lived nearby at the
time and vividly recalled the crash, running towards it,
only to be repelled by the intense heat from the
ensuing inferno.

Phili p’s enthusiasm for his work and the Grand
Western Canal was apparent throughout his talk and
he was pleased to report that proposals for a new
visitor centre at the basin will soon be realised.

With spring approaching there can be no better way of
relaxing and enjoying the ever-changing flora and
fauna of the Grand Western Canal than from a horse-
drawn barge.

Barr ie Philli ps

I apologise for the editing mistakes in last month's
report, which were entirely down to me, rather than
to Barr ie - Ed.

25 Years Ago
Focus 1985

Nursing? Miss Nightingale’s Family Wouldn’t
Hear Of  I t

Florence Nightingale was born on May12th 1820, the
second daughter of wealthy and cultured parents.
There is li ttle doubt that the voice the young Florence
heard in 1837, at the age of 17, calli ng her to service,
was to her every bit as much the voice of God as
anything heard by Joan of Arc.

The only slight diff iculty was that it was not made
clear to her at the time what the service should be.
Few would have expected it to be anything to do with
the disreputable business of nursing, which then was
often the province of drunken prostitutes.

Seven years and many heart searchings later, her
future vocation became clear to her. Then nothing that
her wealthy and ambitious mother could do, nor that
the noble man who wanted to marry her could say,
would ever dissuade her.

Yet it was another seven years of struggle before she
had even her first experience of nursing with the ever
so respectable Protestant deaconesses at Kaiserworth
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in Germany. Two years later she took up her first
nursing post at a small hospital in Harley Street
expressively named “The Institution for the Care of
Gentlewomen in Distressed Circumstances”.

Here that unlikely call proved itself the 22carat
genuine God-given article. Her brilli antly successful
nursing and organisation caused Secretary of War,
Sidney Herbert, to invite her a year later, to sail for
the Crimea with 38 specially recruited nursing
helpers. Within a month she had more than 5,000
wounded men in her charge.
The horrible state of British mili tary hospitals had
already been shown up by the Times. Yet Florence
could scarcely have been prepared for those fil thy,
bare, dilapidated buildings.  They were not just
lacking in medical equipment, but destitute of every
convenience for common decency.

The story of her achievement in bringing order out of
chaos is well known. Each night, sometimes after 20
hours on her feet, THE LADY OF THE LAMP made
a personal inspection of those vast wards.

She not only made the hospitals sanitary, her efforts
and approach revolutionised the whole attitude to the
private soldier. The army worshipped her.

When she returned from the Crimea she was a
national heroine. She disappeared from the public
gaze but behind the scenes she undertook the first ever
enquiry into the food, health and housing of the soldier
in peacetime. Then she expanded her influence into
civil nursing and public health. In 1860 she opened the
Nightingale School for Nurses at St. Thomas
Hospital. From that date, modern nursing could be
said to have begun.

From 1862 district nursing developed under her
guidance. As the years went by, thousands of nurses
came under her control until she went ‘out of off ice’ in
1872 to spend a more tranquil old age. It was a
surprise and another century when in 1907 it was
announced she had been awarded the Order of Merit.

She died on August 13th 1910. At her own expressed
wish a national funeral at Westminster Abbey was
declined. Instead, the body of the old lady was gently
borne to the family churchyard at East Wellow,
Hants, on the strong shoulders of six sergeants of the
British Army.

Poetry

The I llustrator

In a glorious blaze of colour,
Spring ill ustrates its annual book,
Writes wondrous stories in our gardens
And "fairy tales" each wondrous nook;
Paints the banks and hedges
With celandines gold sheen
And draws bright daffodils to dance
Upon the vill age green;
Portrays - "lambs tail" catkins on the hazel,
Pastels, fresh plumage on each bird,
In a sudden blaze of colour,
Spring ill ustrates its written word.

Doreen Beer

Welcome to Oz!

Its seashells will not just sting but go for you-
It gives them something interesting to do.

The fluff iest of its caterpill ars lays you out;
Toxic fun is clearly what that’s about!

It has the ten most poisonous snakes in the world,
If there were any more we surely should have heard.

Its sharks and crocs will chomp you all to bits;
that saves you lying there just having fits.

Its funnel-web spider, box jellyfish, blue-ringed
octopus,
Will take you out so fast you won’ t give a toss.

The paralysis tick and stonefish you hardly see
Are guaranteed to kill you instantly.

All this nastiness lives under the friendliest of skies.
That Australia is inhabited at all comes as a nice
surprise.

Andrew Hoellering
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The Garden in May

Hooray! Spring has arrived at last! It did seem
like a very long, cold winter, and nothing
appeared to want to grow or get moving.
However the last couple of weeks have produced
a sudden burst of growth, and everything seems
to be trying to make up for lost time.

Now there seems to be three months work all
needing to be done immediately, and where is
one supposed to begin? There may be quite a few
plants looking very much the worse for wear, but
don't be in too much of a hurry to dig them out -
give them a month or two to see if they will
sprout from lower down, and start to re-grow.
My Fuchsia magellanica, which has grown to l0ft
high on a north-facing wall, looks very dead, and
certainly all the twigs and smaller branches died,
but a few days ago, I noticed that several tiny
buds are appearing from the older thicker
branches, so I will now wait a few more weeks,
and then cut back to a framework of the older
growth, and hopefully it will start to recover, and
should flower later in the summer. Ten years or
so ago these shrubs used to be regularly cut back
to the ground every winter, but lately, the milder
winters have enabled them to keep going, and
they have made much larger and taller bushes
than before.

Some of the more tender things that we have
been growing recently, especially plants like
osteospermums, will probably be dead. To check
these, scrape the stem low down on the plant - if
it is alive, the underlying tissues should still be
green - if they are brown or black there is not
much hope.

If you want to replace lost plants, especially the
slightly tender ones, do not be in too much of a
hurry - we are still getting very cold nights, with
the possibili ty of ground frosts, so if you do buy
your plants now, delay planting them until after
the 'Franklin Nights' around the 19th to 21st of
May, unless you are prepared to cover them with
horticultural fleece or similar on nights that are
forecast to be cold. Clear, cloudless nights, with

little wind, are the ones to look out for, so be
prepared!

I expect that many of you grow Sweet Peas,
either in a row or wigwam in a flower bed. Why
not try a few beans amongst them this year either
runner beans -choose ones with white, red, pink,
or red and white flowers, or climbing French
beans, especially those with mauve flowers and
purple beans (they do turn green when cooked!).
Nothing beats the flavour of beans picked a few
minutes before they are cooked, and you can be
sure of non-stringy beans if you grow and pick
them yourself. If you would like to grow a few
easy vegetables yourself, but have no room for a
vegetable plot, it is worth while growing a few
things in containers. All you need are one or two
boxes 8-10ins deep, with drainage holes in the
bottom, fill ed with soil or preferably compost (or
even a mix of them both). Suitable vegetables
include carrots (the short or stump-rooted
varieties) cut and come again salads (cut the
whole plant down 1in above the soil when the
plants are 3-5in tall, and they should re-grow and
give several pickings, radishes, baby round
beetroot (the young leaves can be used to give
colour in a salad), lettuce (Little Gem is a very
good small sweet and crisp type), and possibly a
squash of a small type if it could be grown up
some support. It is well worth experimenting
with a few things to see how they grow. Have a
go!

PLANTS TO TRY.

Why not try a few annual climbers to fill i n odd
bits of fence, wall, or trelli s. Canary Creeper is a
very attractive plant with pale green leaves and
bright yellow frill y flowers (it is a type of
nasturtium), the Cup and Saucer vine (Cobaea)
has large flowers which start pale green and
gradually turn purple, and the blue Convolvulus
is a stunning colour and very rewarding, though
not as easy as the others.

Pat Brooks
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Thorverton Parish Information

AIR AMBULANCE EMERGENCY - QUOTE NATIONAL GRID REFERENCE
RECREATION GROUND – Sheet 192 SS 923019   MEMORIAL HALL FIELD – Sheet 192 SS 926019

Bus services            See inside back cover
Carers' Suppo rt Group Anne Higman, Wyndham House Surgery, Silverton. 860034.

Meetings - 3rd Wednesday of month, Wyndham House, 2.30-4.30 p.m.
Church (C of E) The Revd. Douglas Dettmer, The Rectory, Thorverton.  860332

The Revd. Sue Sheppard, Associate Minister, Autumn Haze, Rewe, 01392 841284
The Revd Hilary Dawson, Assistant Curate, The Vicarage, Stoke Canon, 01392 841928
Mrs Margaret Lowe, Administration Manager, 07594 714590 margaret.admin@netherexe.org

Church Wardens Peter Colebrook, Ockero, Thorverton.  861019.
Edwin Greed, Fortescue, Netherexe.  841231.

Consort Mary Thomas, 1 The Glebe, Thorverton.  860730.
P.C.C. Treasurer Jean Brown, Rydal Cottage, Bullen Street. 861176.
Friends of Thorverton Parish Church Trust    Emmie Aird, Kirkfoard, The Berry, Thorverton.

Church (Baptist) The Revd. Maurice Harrison, 01884 258599.
Secretary Phyllis Langdon,  860932.
Services, notice board or Focus.

Coun ty Coun cill or Cllr. Mr. M. Lee.  01363 772671.
District Coun cill or Cllr. Mr. R. M. Deed.  01392 861258.
Doctors Dr  Jon Wride & Lynne Anderson / Drs Stead, O’Brien & Ziegler
Electricity (Western Power) Report a loss of power: 0800 365 900   Bill Enquiries: 0800 365 000

Street lights 0870 556 1851
Friends of Thorverton & Silverton Surgeries     Christine Walker,  881501
Gas Emergency 0800 111999
Leonard Trust   Chairman: R Hughes. Secretary: Mrs. E Hughes, 3 Dinham Mews, Exeter EX4 4EF
Library (Exeter Mobile)      EVERY WEDNESDAY, 2.55pm to 3.15pm  in the Quarry Car Park
Newspaper Reporter (Express & Echo)   Jane Ristic, 53 Silver Street, Thorverton.  860054
Parish Coun cil Chairman Cllr. Michael Ayre,
Parish Clerk Mrs Jane Lane, Stable House, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton.  861062.
Parish Coun cil Meetings 2nd Tuesday of month, at The Memorial Hall, 7.30 pm.
Parish Allotments Contact the Parish Clerk - 861062
Parish Coun cil Notice Board Situated in School Lane, opposite the Thorverton Arms.
     IMPORTANT!- PLANNING APPLICATION NOTICES ARE DISPLAYED HERE.
Pension Service PO Box 93,  Plymouth  PL6 5WJ.      0845 60 60 265
Police Central Switchboard 24 Hours:  0845 2777444.
Post Off ice Portacabin (TCT Ltd)  Quarry Car Park, Thorverton  EX5 5NG  860455

Mon. to Fri :  9 am.-1.00 pm.,    2 pm.– 5.30 pm.
Sat: 9 am.-12 noon      Sun:  9 am - 10.30 am for newspaper sales only
Business Manager:     Jill Blewett, Faircop, Jericho St, Thorverton
Chair and Company Secretary: Heather Kershaw, 25 The Glebe, 860419

Public Telephon e Kiosk Opposite the Church, outside the Bell Inn, Dinneford  St.
Schoo l (C of E Primary)  Head Teacher: Mrs Tania Beard   860374.
Schoo l Governors Chair: Clive Hamblin Clerk: Jane Ristic, 53 Silver St.  860054
Schoo l P.T.F.A. Chair: Lisa Browning, 860609   Secretary: Hannah James,
861075

Treasurer: Damon Gill, 860176
South West Water 24 Hour Emergency: 0800 169 1144.           Helpline: 0800 169 1133.
Thorverton Mill ennium Chair: Dame Margaret Turner-Warwick, Pynes House,

Green Trust Silver Street  861173     Hon. Secretary: Shirley Hoole.
Tiverton Volunteer Centre 28, Gold Street, Tiverton  EX16 6PY.  Judy Seymour, 01884
255734.
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Thorverton Organisations

Amateur Dramatic Society     Chair: Simon Ette, 861349
Secretary: Tori Elston, 881969
Meetings - Last Wednesday of each month at the W.I. Hut.

Art Group Barrie Phillips, Crossmead, School Lane, Thorverton. 860529
Meet Fridays during term-time at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 am-12.00.

Arts Exchange Louise Page, Campion Cottage, Jerico St, 860509.
Monthly meetings in members’ homes at 8.0 pm. (see Diary)

Association Foot ball Club   Chairman: Andy Harris, 01392 851664
Secretary: David Gregory, 2 The Orchard, Brampford Speke, 841803.

Bridge Circle Graeme Culshaw, 3 The Glebe, Thorverton 860203.
Meets 1st/3rd/5th Fridays at the W.I. Hut from 7.00 p.m..

Brownies’ Leader Hannah James, 0789 403 7133.
Meet Fridays during term-time at the W.I. Hut, 5.30-7.00 pm.

Church Flower Club Meetings as advertised.
Cricke t Club Chair: Charles Kislingbury, Arley House, 19 Church St, Silverton.  860270

  Secretary: M C Denford, 14 Moorlands, Tiverton EX16 6UF 01884 255076
Fixture Sec: J Meredith, 190 Mincinglake Rd, Exeter EX4 7DS 01392 272504

Focus Magazine Chair: John Carter, Rewe.  841237
Editor: Neville Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062.
Secretary: Jane Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062.
Treasurer:  Barbara Uglow, 14 Cleaves Close, Thorverton. 860614.
 Focus deliveries – John Carter, Rewe.  841237

Friends of Silverton & Thorverton Surgeries
Coffee Mornings in The Royal British Legion Club, Silverton
held on the LAST THURSDAY of every month except December.

Golf Society Players of Thorverton Care of Exeter Inn, 01392 860206
History Society Chair: Bill Stamper, Dunelm, Raddon, Thorverton. 860214

Secretary: Phyllis Langdon, Ferndale, Bullen Street, Thorverton. 860932.
Ladies Group Meet 2nd Thursday of month,  (Venue and time - see Focus Notices).
Memorial Hall Committee  Chair/Key holder/Bookings: Mr Mike Shelton. Fir Tree House, Bullen Street.
861027.

Treasurer: John White, Waters Ford, Milford Lane. 860827.
Secretary:  Jean White, Waters Ford, Milford Lane. 860827.

Memorial Hall Market 2nd Saturday of the month, at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 - 11.00 am.
Thorverton Pre-Schoo l   Contact: Sarah Mitchell (chair): 860450.

Mon 9.15am-11.45am, & 12.45pm-3.15pm  &  Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm,
Tues/Weds 9.15am-11.45am  &  Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm,
Thurs 9.15-11.45am; 12.45pm- 3.15pm & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm. during term-time, at Memorial Hall.

Thorverton Ambling, Rambling and Tramping Society (TARTS)
Contacts : Caroline Prince 07749 775304 or Jean Brown 861176
See notices of walks in Old Post Office Window Bullen Street.

Todd ler Group Contact : Nic Fice 860318.
Wednesdays, during term-time, at the W.I. Hut, 9.45 a.m.-11.45.

Rainbo ws Contact Jean Pearn  860105, Penny Fice  861136,
Term-time, Tuesdays  4-5 pm at the W.I. Hut.

Royal British Legion Chairman / Hon. sec:  Bill Stamper,  Dunelm,  Raddon, Thorverton. 860214
Hon. Treasurer: Emmie Aird.

Women’s Institute Secretary: Susan  Maguire    01392 860631
Bookings:  Susan Maguire    01392 860631.
W.I. Meeting. 1st Tuesday of the month at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm.
Whist, 3rd Tuesday of the month, at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm.

W.I. Market & Coffee   4th Saturday of the month at the W.I. Hut. 10.00 am. to 11.00 am.
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Doctors’ Surgeries

THE EXE VALLEY PRACTICE

Dr JON WRIDE and Dr LYNNE ANDERSON

The Surgery, The Berry, The Surgery, 3 Coach Road,
THORVERTON EX5 5NT SILVERTON EX5 4JL
Tel: 01392 860273 (24 hours) Tel: 01392 860176 (in surgery hours)
Fax: 01392 860654 Fax: 01392 861598

www.exevalleypractice.co.uk

Surgery Hours

Mon. 2.30  -   4.30   Mon.     9.00  - 11.00
Tue. 3.30  -   5.30           Tue.      9.00  - 11.00
Wed. 10.30  - 11.30  Wed.     3:30 -    5:30
Thu. 3.00  -   5.00              Thu.      9.00  -  11.00
Fri. 9.00  - 12.00              Fri.        3.00  -    5.00

The Surgeries are OPEN at the followi ng times

Mon.   8.30  - 12.45  &  2.00  - 6.00               Mon.      8.45  - 12.30
Tue.    8.30  - 12.45  &  2.00  - 6.00               Tue.      8.45  - 12.00
Wed.   8.30  - 12.45  &  2.00  - 5.00             Wed.        3.00  -   6.00
Thu.    8.30  - 12.45  &  2.00  - 6.00        Thu.          8.45  - 12.30
Fri.      8.30  - 12.45  &  2.00  - 4.00         Fri.           2.00  -   6.00

REPEAT PRESCRIPTIONS  (Monday – Friday)   Please note that 48 hours notice is required for ALL
repeat prescriptions.  Repeat Prescription line:    01392 861622

WYNDHAM HOUSE SURGERY,  Fore Street,  SILVERTON,  EX5 4HZ
Telephone 01392 860034                   www.wyndhamhousesurgery.co.uk

Dispensary Hours:     Monday to Thursday:     09.00 – 13.00  &  14.00 – 18.00
                                   Friday:                            09.00 – 13.00  &  14.00 – 17.00

Please note The doctors are happy to speak to you on the phone instead of an appointment. Please
request this from reception when you telephone.

Dr Jonathan STEAD Dr Anthon y O’BRIEN Dr Emma ZIEGLER

Monday 09.00 - 11.00 08.30 - 10.30
                            15.30 - 17.30                         15.00 -  17.30                                                                     

Tuesday 09.00 - 11.00 09.00 -  12.00
                            15.30 - 17.30                         15.00 -  17.30                                                                     

Wednesday 09.00 - 11.00 09.00 - 11.00
                            15.30 - 17.30                                                                       15.00 - 17.00                       

Thursday                                                           09.00 - 12.00                         09.00 - 11.00                       

Friday 09.00 - 11.00 09.00 - 12.00 09.00 - 11.00
Alt. weeks *15.00 - 16.00 Alt. weeks

(Urgent cases only)*
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Waste Collection Dates for 2010

a) Recycling and brown bins b) General refuse

Generally on Mondays unless stated

May 10 and 24 May 4 (Tues) and 17
June 7 and 21 June 1 (Tues), 14 and 28
July 5 and 19 July 12 and 26
August 2, 16 and 31 (Tues) August 9 and 23
September 13 and 27 September 6 and 20
October 11 and 25 October 4 and 18
November 8 and 22 November 1, 15 and 29
December 6 and 20 December 13 and 29 (Wed)

Bus services
Turner's Tours / Carmel Coaches (bus 678)  Mon-Fri. 10.09 from The Berry and the Baptist Chapel.
Return 13.35 from Exeter bus station, Stand 5.

Stagecoach (service 55B) Mon-Sat (except Bank Holidays)
To Tiverton  07.54 (07.57 on Saturday), 08.55, 10.40, 12.40 14.40, 17.40, 18.20 from The Berry and Broadlands.
Return from Tiverton bus station. 07.25, 09.30, 11.25, 13.25, 15.15, 18.30.

To Exeter 07.53, 09.57 (10.02 on Saturday), 11.52, 13.52, 15.42 (15.52 on Saturday), 18.55 from The Berry and
Broadlands.
Return from Exeter bus station. 07.30, 08.30, 10.15, 12.15, 14.15, 17.15, 17.55

Stagecoach 55 service runs every half-hour in each direction along the Exeter-Tiverton road, stopping at the
Thorverton turn (the Ruffwell).  Please consult Stagecoach 55 Group timetable for details of this service.

Stagecoach free service to Somerfield's, Broadclyst, from Broadlands on Tuesdays 14.00.

Stagecoach offers a variety of concessions for regular commuters, shoppers, children, students and jobseekers as
well as one-day unlimited-use Explorer tickets. Further details from Stagecoach: 01392 427711 or 01803 664500 or
www.stagecoachbus.com or www.devon.gov.uk/devonbus.

Devonbus Timetable Information: call Traveline  0871 200 2233 Timetables available at the Post Office
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Diary 2010
Please notify FOCUS Editor of additions or changes.

(Email : focusonthorverton@yahoo.co.uk or phone Nevill e Lane on 861062)

MAY
Sat 1st Saturday Market, Memorial Hall , 9.30-11.00 a.m.

May Ball , with the Thorvertones (Country Show fundraiser) at the Memorial Hall , from 8.00 p.m.
Thurs 6th Bridge Club at W.I. Hut, from 7.00 p.m. (see notices for future dates)
Sat 8th Allotment Holders BBQ, at the Allotments, 6.00 p.m.
Sun 9th 9th Annual Gas Up, Sunnymead, Thorverton
Tues 11th-Sat 15th May East Devon Arts Festival in the Parish Church, 10.00 a.m. - 8.30 p.m. (Tue-Fri)

           10.00 a.m. - 4.30 p.m. (Sat)
Thurs 13 th Church Week event - Music in Church 2.30-8.30 p.m.
Sat 15th Church Week event - Church Fair, in Bury, 2.00 - 4.00 p.m. followed by Grand Draw
Tue 18th Church Week event - Entertainment Fun and Tea at School from 3.30 p.m.

Church Week event - Quiz at the Thorverton Arms, 7.30 p.m.
Thurs 20th Church Week event - Pub Quiz--for Church Funds, at the Thorverton Arms, 7.30 p.m.

Ladies Group Barbeque at Moss Bank, School Lane, 7.00 p.m.
Fri 21st Church Week event - Pledge Auction and BBQ, Exeter Inn 7.00 p.m. viewing  from 2.00 p.m.
To help with Church Week events - please contact Tina 860434 or Anji 860087
Thurs 27th Arts Exchange, Pastoral/Bucolic, at Newcourt Farmhouse, 8.00 p.m.
Friday 28th Thorverton and District History Society, "Windmill s in the Devon Landscape", WI Hut, 7.30 p.m.
Sun 30th Cleaves Close Reunion (see Notices)

JUNE
Sat 5th Thorverton and Silverton Surgeries coffee morning, at W.I. Hut, 10.00 a.m - 12.00 noon
Wed 9th PTFA Fashion Show, at Thorverton School, 7.30 p.m.
Sat 12th and Sun 13th Country Show at Ratcli ffe Farm, 10.00 a.m. - 5.00 p.m.
Sat 12th Music Fest at Ratcli ffe Farm, 5.00 p.m. - midnight
Thurs 17th Arts Exchange, Uplifti ng, at Campion Cottage, 8.00 p.m.
Fri 25th Thorverton and District History Society, Outside visit
Sat 26th WI Market and Coffee Morning at the WI Hut, 10.00 - 11.00 a.m.
Sun 27th Pub Cricket Competition, at the cricket ground

JULY
Sat 10th Saturday Market, Memorial Hall , 9.30-11.00 a.m.
Mon 12th Allotment holders' meeting, at Exeter Inn, 7.30 p.m.
Thurs 22nd Arts Exchange, Water, Garden Cottage, 8.00 p.m.
Sat 24th   WI Market and Coffee Morning at the WI Hut, 10.00 - 11.00 a.m.

AUGUST
Sat 7th W.I. Trip to Montacute House/Clarkes Vill age leaves the Berry 9.00 a.m.
Tues 10th Thorverton Cricket Club v MCC, 11.00 a.m.
Sat 14th Saturday Market, Memorial Hall , 9.30-11.00 a.m.
Sat 28th   WI Market and Coffee Morning at the WI Hut, 10.00 - 11.00 a.m.


