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Editorial  

 

Things are really warming up now, and I don‟t just 

mean the weather, although that has been pretty 

good:  the Thorverton social circuit gets into full 

swing in the spring.  In May, on top of the regular 

events, we have Church Week and the Arts Festival 

to look forward to, as well as a TADS murder 

mystery.  I love to look around the Church when the 

Arts Festival is on – I am always astounded by the 

number of different people who have such artistic 

talent.  The refreshments are recommended too.   

 

The TADS murder mystery evening sounds like fun.  

I take my hat off to TADS for laying on this 

ambitious evening, which I hope will be rewarded 

with a good attendance.   I should also give a 

mention to John Lee‟s 10
th
 annual “Gas Up”, which I 

can recommend as a great experience even if you 

only have a limited interest in tractors and engines 

(and if you do have an active interest in them, it is 

surely an event not to be missed). 

 

Before all this, we have another Bank Holiday – I am 

sorry that we have to go to press too late for me to be 

able to report on the Street Party to celebrate the 

Royal Wedding on 29
th
 April – and an election.  No 

election for parish councillors (again), but there will 

be an election for our District Councillor and there is 

also the referendum on the alternative vote.  The 

Parish Council does have vacancies now, so if you 

are interested please see the notice on page 4 before 

contacting the current chairman, Stuart Crang, or the 

Parish Clerk, Jane Lane. 

 

I am just back from a few days away in the Lake 

District.  It is always beautiful in the spring, but 

never have I seen it looking so lovely - uncommonly 

warm and dry.  The village here is looking great too, 

and those of us with allotments have been able to 

really get to work on them this spring;  no excuses. 

 

In April I invited comments on a draft constitution 

for Focus.  I am grateful to those of you who did 

comment.  In modern parlance, we are now taking a 

pause.  We will reflect on how best to proceed and I 

will keep you in the picture in future editions of 

Focus.  In the meantime let me assure you that we 

are not planning any drastic changes. 

 

There is one change though.  Some of you will have 

noticed in the list of people in the Focus team that 

Barbara Uglow‟s name no longer appears as 

Treasurer.  After many years of service to Focus, 

Barbara has passed on the reins.  She has kept very 

good control over our financial position and passes 

things on in a healthy state.  We are most grateful to 

her for the time that she has given to keep things on 

track financially.  Our new Treasurer is Bob 

Swaffield, who I welcome onto the team. 

 

Neville Lane, Editor 
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Letters 
 

From Nina Hannaford, Devon County Information 

Officer for CART (Coleshill Auxiliary Research 

Team) 

 

I am researching the secret units of World War 2 in 

Devon called Auxiliary Units. These were a group of 

local men who knew the area well and were highly 

trained in guerrilla warfare and explosives. In the 

event of invasion they were expected to operate out 

of an underground secret bunker called an 

Operational Base. From here they would have crept 

out at night and harried the Nazi invaders by blowing 

up strategic places such as roads and bridges. Their 

life expectancy was two weeks.  

 

These men were "disguised" with Home Guard 

uniforms but were never part of the Home Guard and 

often family members didn't know what their 

husbands or sons were involved with. 

  

I have been told that such a unit was based in 

Thorverton and wondered if anyone locally has any 

memories or heard any stories about these Auxiliary 

Units. Also, does anyone have any idea as to where 

their Operational Base was?  They are usually hidden 

underground at the edge of a wood with entrances 

made of block and the main body being like a Nissan 

hut. 

  

I would love to hear if anyone knows of anything like 

this or has any information on the Unit or the men 

involved.    

 

I can be contacted on cartdevon@gmail.com or 

01803 852977 or at Upper Flat, The Lodge, Milton 

Street, Brixham TQ5 0BX. 

 

[See www.coleshillhouse.com for more information.] 

 

 

East Devon Arts Festival 
MAY 10TH - 14TH 

  

Another exciting art and craft festival is planned for 

this year which we hope all will enjoy.  All profits 

will go to help maintain and run our church, its 

facilities and activities. 

 

lease come along to support us and also consider 

giving us your help in order to make the event a 

success once again. 

  

We need people to help with: 

 

 repainting our art display boards 

 processing the exhibitors' entries at the 

computer, preparing the catalogue, labels 

for art and craft etc.   

 preparing the church on Thu 5th and Fri 6th 

before the art and craft arrives 

 receiving, unpacking, labelling and setting 

out displays of art and craft on the weekend 

of May 7th and 8th 

 manning/womanning the sales desk from 

Tues 10th - Sat 14
th
 

 stewarding during the event 

 selling cake draw and grand draw tickets 

 counting and stocktaking at the close of the 

event on Sat 14th and checking out art and 

craft when exhibitors come to collect 

Whether you have a lot of time or just a little, your 

contribution will be much appreciated. 

We also need: 

 old sheets, curtains, cloth to cover boards in 

the church on which we put displays 

 strong cardboard/wooden boxes, shelving, 

stands, magazine racks, small baskets on/in 

which to display craft items, unframed 

prints and cards 

 packing material such as tissue paper, bubble 

wrap, carrier bags 

 small but nice prizes for our much-valued 

LUCKY DIP box for children 

There will be a book in church very soon in which to 

sign up your offers of help as well as boxes in which 

to leave any items to help/add to our display, 

packing, wrapping, Lucky Dip,etc. 

 

AND, if anyone has a large-ish desk/table with 

drawer(s) that they might lend us for the week, we‟d 

be immensely grateful. 

  

Many of you will also be helping with the catering 

or may be one of the 'heavy' team which puts up the 

art display boards and generally transforms the 

church (and back again) for this event. Thank you in 

advance to all of you. 

  

Please ring Heather Kershaw 860419 or Jean Brown 

861176 with offers of help, suggestions, questions or 

e-mail eastdevonarts@aol.com   

 

Early contact would be appreciated to reduce the 

likelihood of sleepless nights and panic..........! 

 

mailto:cartdevon@gmail.com
http://www.coleshillhouse.com/
mailto:eastdevonarts@aol.com
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Thorverton Parish Council  

 

Report of the April meeting of the Parish 

Council 
 

 
Affordable Housing 
There was no further news about this, but Council looked forward to hearing details of the outcome of the 

Housing Needs survey at the Annual Parish Meeting to be held Tuesday, 26
th

 April at 8pm at the 

Memorial Hall. 

 

Planning Matters 
Council considered two planning applications:- 

(1) Ref 11/00313/LBC. Listed Building Consent for the conversion of a threshing barn and 

outbuildings to live/work unit (Revised scheme). Court Barton. And 

(2) Ref 11/00360/FULL. Erection of a shed for storage of straw and two tractors. Raddon Barton. 

No planning decisions had been received. 

 

May Elections 
Only six Councillors had put themselves up for election, with no further nominations received. This 

means that the resulting vacancies for four Councillors will need to be filled by co-option.  Any 

parishioner who might be interested in joining the Council in this way should speak to the Chairman (Cllr 

Stuart Crang) or the Clerk as soon as possible. 

 

Highways Matters 
The Council had received suggestions from DCC regarding the proposed path along Silver Street towards 

the cricket club together with some idea of how much such a project might cost. Council decided to try to 

gauge the number of village residents who might use such a path by putting a poster up in the cricket club 

in the first instance. 

 

Other Parish Matters 
 Council was pleased to hear that the repainting work at the Recreation Ground had now been 

completed. 

 Council was sorry to hear that PC Dave Parr was soon to retire. 

 DCC had written to inform the Council that the Record Office had digitised all the Devon tithe 

maps and was looking for volunteers to transcribe the associated apportionments.  Anyone 

interested in volunteering for this task can contact the Clerk for further details. 

 

 

The next meeting of the Parish Council, which will be the Annual Meeting of the new Council, will take 

place in the Memorial Hall on Tuesday, 10
th

 May 2011 at 7.30pm.   

 
 

Jane Lane, Parish Clerk 
 

Telephone: 01392 861062, email:Thorvertonclerk@aol.com 

 

Thorverton Parish Council 



Focus on Thorverton  Vol. 42 No.5 -May 2011 

 

4 

 

PARISH COUNCILLOR VACANCIES 
 

Are you interested in serving your community as a Parish Councillor? 

 

The new Parish Council, to take office with effect from  

 the fourth day after 5th May, has vacancies for  
 

4 Parish Councillors 

 
The new Council will be quorate and will therefore be able to co-opt suitable persons to fill these 

vacancies. 

 

Any residents wishing to put their name forward for co-option should contact the present Chairman, 

Councillor Stuart Crang (tel. 01392 860263) or the Clerk (tel. 01392 861062) as soon as possible.   

      

Jane Lane 

Parish Clerk 

 

Memorial Hall News 

 
APRIL SATURDAY MARKET 

It was a beautiful morning for the market again 

this month, it was good to see so many 

customers and the stalls all seemed to be doing 

very well.  

 

The Big Breakfast was very busy, thanks to 

Penny and her team for all their help. 

 

It was also lovely to see the next generation of 

Saturday Market customers, Ruby May, Barnaby 

and Gabriel. 

 

The April Draw prize winners were 

Steph Shelton - Gammon Dinner 

Judith Penny - Forever Living Voucher 

Roy Barton - Mars Easter Egg 

Jenny Slater - Wispa Easter Egg. 

 

On Saturday 19th April a group of volunteers 

gave the interior walls of the hall a much needed 

coat of paint, which has really made a difference 

to the general presentation and appearance of the 

premises. 

  

I would like to take the opportunity to say a big 

"thank you" to Colin Marshall, Pete Marshall, 

Scott Hasler and John Pearn for donating both 

their time and their know-how to the task. 

 

Sarah Addicott 
 

THORVERTON MEMORIAL HALL 

SATURDAY MARKET 

 

14 MAY 2011 

9.30 - 11.00am 

 
Breakfast Bar, Fruit and Veg Stall 

Pork Stall, Cake Stalls, 

Books, Jewellery, Cards, 

Bric-a-brac, Draw and more 

 

Reg. Charity No. 203778. 



Focus on Thorverton  Vol. 42 No.5 -May 2011 

 

5 

Notice Board  
 

Thorverton Church Consort Practices 

 
Thursdays at 7.45 p.m. to 9 p.m. in church, 
May 12

th
, 26

th
 

June 16
th
, 30

th
 

July 7
th
 

July 14
th
 Party 

 

 Junior Consort practices 

 
Mondays, 3.30 p.m. to 4.30 pm., in school 
May 9

th
, 16

th
, 28

th
  wedding 

June 13
th
, 27

th
 

July 14
th
 - party + family 

 

 

Sylv & Anne‟s 

 

CHATTER CAFÉ 

 

Tea/coffee 

Home-made cakes 

WI Premises 
2-30pm to 4-30pm 

All welcome. 

Every Monday 

Excluding Bank Holidays 

Look forward to seeing you 

 

Charity number 229868 

 

 

 

Second Sunday Folk Music 
at 

The Thorverton Arms 
on Sunday 8

th
 May 

(and every second Sunday in the month) 

Lunchtime 

 

Don‟t miss them 

 
 

 

WI TRIP 
(Open to all) 

 

Sherborne Castle/Abbey/Town 

August 6
th 

 

Details to follow 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Thorverton Arts Exchange 
 

At Arts Exchange meetings we share our 

enthusiasms for writing, music, painting, film, craft 

etc. with one another. 

 

Usually there is a theme to our choices, but 

occasionally an individual member will take 

responsibility for a whole evening. 

 

The meetings take place in members' homes at 8.00 

p.m. on Thursdays. The next meetings are: 

 

May 19
th
 Pink, 25 The Glebe 

June 9
th
  Strange Experiences, Newcourt 

  Farmhouse 

July 21
st
 Work, Pynes House 

New members are always welcome. For further 

information contact Louise Page or Rob Purvis, 

Campion Cottage 860509. 
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The Exe Valley Film Society 

 
           proudly presents our next screening: 

 

THE KIDS ARE ALRIGHT (15) 

Director: Lisa Cholodenka. Starring: Annette 

Benning, Julianne Moore 

 

This heavily awarded film, made in 2010, is a 

comedy that explores family values and complex 

relationships. Two children conceived by AID are 

brought up by their mothers as a family unit. When 

they trace their father, his introduction into the 

family has dramatic effects on everyone. Very strong 

performances and beautifully directed. 

 

DATE:      THURSDAY 26th MAY 

TIME:        7.30 for 8.0pm 

 

VENUE:    Brampford Speke Village Hall 

All welcome – members £1, non-members £5. Bring 

a bottle, a snack if you wish and enjoy the friendly, 

relaxed, candle-lit atmosphere & free popcorn! 

Enquiries 01392 840072 
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FREE.  Bebecar Tracker City pushchair/seat with 

raincover. Very study construction – ideal for 

country lanes.  

 Front or rear facing seat, 5-point harness, 

adjustable positions. Denim fabric with inner 

removable bag in navy and blue/cream check. 

 

Contact  Linda or Ian Findlay, Robins Cottage, 

Upton Pyne.  01392 841402. 

 

 

 

Church Week Treasure Hunt 
 

 
 

Wednesday 11
th

 May 

 

Start from 6.30 to 7.30pm  

 
In the Bury, Thorverton 

 

Suitable for all ages, although young children should 

be accompanied by an adult as some of the treasure 

hunt will be on the roads of Thorverton. 

 

£2 per adult, £1 per child. Prizes to be won! 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

St Peter’s Church, Brampford Speke 

  

Craft Fair 

 

Saturday, May 28
th

  

2 to 4pm. 
 

Teddies and scarecrows take centre stage at 

Brampford Speke.  Parachute jumps for teddies and a 

scarecrow competition are two new attractions to be 

staged at Brampford Speke‟s craft fair next month. 

 

The craft fair, in aid of St Peter‟s Church, will be 

held in the church grounds. 

 

Youngsters will be invited to give their furry friends 

the thrill of a lifetime by letting them take to the 

skies from the church tower.   

 

In the lead up to the craft fair, families living within 

five miles of Brampford Speke are being asked to 

create scarecrows outside their homes where they are 

visible from the road.  Entry to the competition is £5 

and the winners will be announced at the craft fair. 

 

For older visitors there will be produce, plant and 

cake stalls as well as the craft stalls, light 

refreshments and a prize draw.     

 

To enter the scarecrow competition or to book a craft 

stall, contact Shirley Madge on 01392 841784. 

 

SILVERTON STREET MARKET 2011 

 

Saturday 6th August is the date of Silverton's Street 

Market this year and we extend a warm welcome to 

all Thorvertonians and readers of Focus.  The theme 

this year is "Devon, Glorious Devon".  Click on the  

website www.silverton.org.uk to find out about 

famous Devonians and get ideas on Fancy Dress!  

There will be all the usual attractions including the 

Tug of War Finale.  The Ladies Home Team were 

vanquished once again last year by the Thorverton 

Ladies, but it was a closer match than previously and 

we hear they have been practising, so we do  

hope the Thorverton Ladies will grace us once again 

with their presence and give us a chance for revenge! 

Stalls for the Street Market are selling out fast - you 

can book one via the website or phone 01392 

860415. We look forward to seeing you  

all across the River! Best wishes from Silverton 

Street 

 Silverton Street Market Committee 

  

http://www.silverton.org.uk/
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TAG  
Thorverton Art Group 

 
NEW TERM STARTS 

 

FRIDAY 6 MAY 

 
FROM 9:30  

 
THORVERTON 

MEMORIAL HALL 

 
NEW MEMBERS 

WELCOME 
 

PLANT SWAP SHOP 

 
Grown too many plants? Got too many cuttings? 

 

Come and swap them, free of charge, 

at the 

WI  Market 

 
Sat May 28th 

10-11am 

 

Charity No. 229868 

 

 

 

 

 

Hospiscare Will Week 16-20 May  

Have you got ‘Will Apathy’? Does the word 

‘Free’ nudge you to action? 

 As a local charity caring for terminally ill people 

and their families, Hospiscare relies on legacy gifts 

and understand how crucial they are. 

Amazingly Two Thirds of people have not got round 

to making their Will and over 70% with children 

under 18, leaving families unprotected.  Although we 

know a Will secures our loved ones‟ future, we keep 

putting it off.  Unfortunately if a will is not made the 

government decide how assets are distributed.  

In reality, it‟s actually quicker, easier and less 

expensive than we imagine. As an incentive, over 30 

solicitors across Devon are supporting Hospiscare 

Will Week by making standard Wills, and 

Codicils free of charge so you can make a 

donation to Hospiscare insteadThis opportunity is 

open to everyone.  Simply choose a participating 

solicitor and make an appointment.  

To choose from all solicitors taking part, please 

phone Susie on 01392 688020 or go to 

www.hospiscare.co.uk  for their details.  

   

 

http://www.hospiscare.co.uk/
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House and 

Garden 

Teas 
 

Come and spend an 

afternoon visiting our 

historic home and gardens 

 

Open between 2pm & 

5pm 

on Bank Holiday Mondays 

and Wednesdays & 

Sundays 

in June, July & August 

 

House tours 2.30pm & 

3.30pm 

Groups welcome by 

arrangement 

 

This Year 

Season tickets for local 

residents 

Garden open under the 

National Gardens Scheme 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Fursdon, Thorverton, Exeter, EX5 5JS 

 

For further information telephone 

01392 860860 

 

e-mail admin@fursdon.co.uk 

 

or visit www.fursdon.co.uk 

 

Holiday 

Accommodation 

 
2 stylish private 

apartments in the Manor 

House  

  

sleeping 6 & 3 

with stunning views 

 

Self catering 

Open all year round 

 
 

VisitEngland **** Gold 

Award 
 

 

Blooming Great Tea Party 
 

Last year Bridget Viney, from Devon, held a 

Blooming Great Tea Party to commemorate her late 

father‟s birthday. Malcolm Eager, Bridget‟s father, 

sadly passed away in 2005 and was nursed by Marie 

Curie Cancer Care nurses.  

 

At last year‟s tea party Bridget enlisted the help of 

the whole family to put on a fantastic tea party for 

old neighbours and friends. The tea party raised over 

£200! Bridget said „we all had a fantastic time and 

we are looking forward to having another tea party 

this year‟. 

 

To hold your own Blooming Great Tea Party, please 

call the fundraising office on 01884703535 or visit 

www.mariecurie.org.uk/teaparty for your free 

Blooming Great Tea Party fundraising pack. 

 

 

 

mailto:admin@fursdon.co.uk
http://www.fursdon.co.uk/
http://www.mariecurie.org.uk/teaparty
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Details of Church Week events will be published on 

a board in The Bury.  Church Week Fair will be on 

Saturday 14
th
 May. 

 

 

Thorverton Open Gardens 
On Sunday 26th June, ten delightfully different 

gardens will be opening to raise money for 

Thorverton Pre School. Gardens large and small - 

eight are within walking distance of the village 

centre and the other two,  Beers Farm at Cadbury and  

Fursdon House, are a few minutes‟ drive by car and 

well worth a visit! 

 

To gain entry to the gardens, a „Garden Passport‟ 

will need to be purchased; these will only be 

available from 'The Sycamores', Bullen St.  OR 

Beers Farm in Cadbury from 1pm on the day. 

Passports will cost £5 and allow one adult entry to all 

ten gardens. Children are free but must be closely 

supervised please! We regret that no dogs are 

allowed.  

 

So come along and enjoy a stroll around the gardens;  

delicious cream teas, ice creams and cakes will be 

available, as well as plants for sale in selected 

gardens.  
 

Rachel Mildon 

 

 
 

 

 

Refreshments for Church Week 
 

Help and contributions are still required for Church 

Week refreshments between 10
th
 and 14

th
 May.  We 

have an excellent reputation to maintain and need 

some help in that. 

 

Please contact Anji Hartnell-Todd on 860087 or 

Mary Thomas on 860730 if you are able to give any 

foodstuffs or give any of your time to help out with 

the refreshments. 
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Devon-wide 
Road Repairs 

 

All Devon County Councillors will be involved in 

the process to confirm which roads will be repaired 

using a Government grant.  Devon has been awarded 

just over £9.3m from the Department for Transport 

to repair roads damaged by the severe weather. 

 

The DfT grant is expected to be used for permanent 

repairs rather than ad hoc pothole filling, and 

schemes will be selected where structural patching or 

resurfacing will ensure that roads will be more 

resilient to potholes forming again. 

 

Cllr Stuart Hughes, Devon County Council Cabinet 

Member for Highways and Transportation, said: 

“Our priority must be to keep the A and B roads in 

good condition...but we can go further, and I‟m keen 

to see some of this funding used for rural roads 

which need patching.” 

 

All of the schemes will be scheduled for completion 

before the end of March 2012, and details of the 

work will be published on the County Council‟s 

website before the end of September. The funding is 

being added to the £7 million already earmarked by 

Devon County Council to repair potholes. 

 

A record 200,000 potholes were fixed on Devon‟s 

roads in 2010 – around five times more than in 2009. 

Last year the County Council received a £3.6m 

winter damage grant from Government, which was 

part of £11m the council spent on repairing its 8,000 

mile network caused by the severe weather of the 

previous winter.  

 

 

Book Review 

 

Circular Walks in Central Devon by Simone 

Stanbrook-Byrne and James Clancy 

 

I treated myself to this small book of 15 walks when 

I saw it on sale at the Exe Valley Tea Shop in 

Brampford Speke (price £6.99).  It was published 

this year by Culm Valley Publishing. 

 

The book includes several walks that will be known 

to many of you, around Silverton, Brampford Speke, 

Bickleigh and Cadeleigh (a delightful walk that I did 

last year) and from Thorverton to Raddon Top.   

 

My family tried out the walk around Butterleigh.  

The walk was very clearly described.  It would 

hardly have been possible to have got lost.  We had a 

delightful stroll around some of our loveliest early-

springtime countryside.  

 

Each walk is quite short, being between 2 and 7 

miles in length.  I would have liked to have had a 

little more information on points of interest about the 

walks, although I suppose that it is fair to say that 

much of the beauty of these walks is that they are 

walks for the pleasure of the countryside rather than 

sight-seeing tours.  The authors have certainly 

chosen some beautiful walks. 

 

Neville Lane 

Concessionary Bus Passes 

In response to a large number of enquiries from 

Thorverton Residents I have contacted Stagecoach 

Bus Devon and Devon County Council and can 

confirm that the Concessionary Bus Passes are valid 

on the 0910 hours 55B service from Thorverton to 

Exeter on Monday to Friday mornings as well as on 

Saturdays. 

On 1
st
 April 2011 responsibility for the running of 

the Concessionary Bus Pass scheme in Devon, 

passed from the City and District Councils to Devon 

County Council and consequently the start time 

reverted to 0930 hours, Monday to Friday, which is 

the start time funded by Central Government. 

However, whereas previously the Concession ceased 

at 2300 hours, Monday to Friday the Passes are now 

valid until and including the last service of the day, 

Monday to Sunday inclusive. 

Additionally, if there is no service Monday to Friday, 

between 0930 hours and 1100 hours, then, if there is 

a service on that route between 0900 hours and 0930 

hours the Passes will be valid on that service – hence 

the validity on the 0910 hours service from 

Thorverton to Exeter. 

For anyone wishing to travel to Barnstaple on the 

0925 hours 155 service from Tiverton Bus Station 

then, similarly, the Passes will be valid on this 

service (but you will have to pay to get to Tiverton 

first). 

Should you have any difficulty using a 

Concessionary Bus Pass on the 0910 hours 55B 

service to Exeter then please let me know.  

Cllr Bob Deed – 01392 861258 
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Crediton Parish Church 

 

AN EXHIBITION WITH FLOWERS 
 

‘Let There Be Light’ 
 

Sat 4
th

 – Thurs 9
th

 June  

10.30am – 8.30pm daily (Thurs closes 

5.00pm) Sunday 11.00am – 6.00pm 
 

FREE ADMISSION 
 

Refreshments available – Coffees, lunches, teas etc 

Free Parking – Art Exhibition 

Parties and Disabled visitors welcome 
 

General information from Sue Tremeer on 01363-

776336   stremeer@yahoo.co.uk 

 

 

 
 

 

TADS 

T.A.D.S present  
A Murder Mystery Evening 

At   “Killerstone Park” on Saturday 14 May 
 

Killerstone Park, in the Nether Regions, has been the family home for generations of the Gate family.  
Lady Pearly Gate, at her son’s request, is to host a splendid gathering, with supper, as there is 
something that he wants to announce and celebrate with friends and family!   

 

Guests are invited (for a small donation of £6.00 per person) to join the family and close 
friends on  

Saturday 14 May 
at 7.30pm  

in the Great Hall at “Killerstone Park” 
(also known as the Memorial Hall, Thorverton) 

 
Little does Lady Gate know that her son’s news will shock all the family and close friends, but the 
circumstances which unfold that evening may be even more shocking ........... 
 
Don’t miss this evening of intrigue. Tickets (£6.00 each to include supper) available from 

The Thorverton Arms, Bullen Street, Thorverton EX5 
telephone: 01392  860205  Bar hours only please 

Places are limited, so early booking is recommended and only confirmed once full payment has been 
received. No tickets on the door sorry. 
 

The events take place sometime in the 1920s 

all guests are invited to dress accordingly, if they so wish! 

(not compulsory!) 

mailto:stremeer@yahoo.co.uk
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Parish Church Services and News 

 
May 2011 SERVICES & INFORMATION 

The Church of England welcomes you 

The Netherexe Parishes 

 A Mission Community in the Diocese of Exeter  

www.netherexe.org 

 

1 May 2011 Easter 1 

 

08:00 am Holy Communion   [BCP] Newton St Cyres   DD  

10:00 am Service of The Word    Poltimore    JSd & MOJ  

10:00 am Holy Communion    [C] Thorverton   HD   

10:00 am Service of The Word    Upton Pyne   Lay-Led  

11:15 am Holy Communion & Baptism  [C] Rewe   SS 

06:30 pm Evening Prayer    [BCP] Cadbury  DD 

06:30 pm Service of The Word    Newton St Cyres  HD 

  

8 May 2011 Easter 2  

 

09:00 am Holy Communion   [C] Brampford Speke   DD 

10:00 am Family Service     ☺ Newton St Cyres    Lay-Led  

10:00 am Holy Communion   [C] Stoke Canon   HD  

11:15 am Service of The Word      Rewe     AB & GSd  

06:30 pm Evening Prayer    [BCP] Huxham    DD  

 

15 May 2011 Easter 3 

 

09:00 am Holy Communion   [C] Upton Pyne   DD 

10:00 am Holy Communion   [C] Cadbury   HD 

10:00 am Holy Communion   [C] Cowley   DD  

10:00 am Holy Communion    [C] Poltimore   HW 

10:00 am Festival Service of The Word   Thorverton   JD 

  Christian Aid Service Joint with Baptist Church 

11:15 am Holy Communion   [C] Rewe    DD 

05:00 pm Service With A Smile   ☺ Stoke Canon   Lay-Led     

 

22 May 2011 Easter 4  

 

09:00 am Holy Communion   [C] Huxham    AS 

10:00 am Service of The Word    Cadbury   DF & GK  

10:00 am Holy Communion   [C] Newton St Cyres  HD  

10:00 am Service of The Word    Stoke Canon   VM & DP  

10:00 am Family Service    ☺ Thorverton   Lay-Led  

10:00 am Service of The Word    Upton Pyne    Lay-Led  

06:30 pm Evening Prayer   [BCP] Poltimore    HD     

 

29 May 2011 Easter 5 

 

10:00 pm Family Service & Holy Communion  [C] Newton St Cyres     HD  

10:00 am Holy Communion   [C] Stoke Canon   SS 

11:15 am Holy Communion   [C] Rewe   CH 

 

2 June 2011 Ascension Day 

http://www.netherexe.org/
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06:30 pm Mission Community Service  

  Holy Communion   [C] Cadbury  HD & DD 

 

5 June 2011 Sunday after Ascension Day 

 

09:00 am Holy Communion   [C] Brampford Speke    HD 

10:00 am Service With A Smile   ☺  Brampford Speke   Lay-Led & HD 

10:00 am Service of The Word    Poltimore   JSd & GSd  

10:00 am Holy Communion   [C] Thorverton    DD  

11:15 am Service of The Word    Rewe    DP & AB  

11:15 am Holy Communion   [C] Upton Pyne   HD  

02:00 pm Baptism      Thorverton   DD  

06:30 pm Evening Prayer   [BCP] Huxham     HD     

06:30 pm Evening Prayer   [BCP] Newton St Cyres     DD     

 

 

Services in the Netherexe Parishes 

Your parish churches aim to provide a variety of service types to meet the needs of the whole community.  Most 

Sunday services except those early in the morning include hymns and music 

Everyone is welcome at all services 

 

‘Service with a Smile’ ☺   These Family Services are designed for all ages 

Brampford Speke & Stoke Canon  and with the needs of young children especially in 

and Family Services Thorverton and mind.  They are informal and contemporary in 

Newton St Cyres    style, often including a children‟s activity at the    

     beginning; without communion.  Services usually last    

    about 35 minutes and are followed by refreshments 

 

Young People’s Group [YPG]  Young people‟s group meeting during the 10 am    

     service at Thorverton on the first Sunday of the month    

    in school term time 

Holy Communion  [C]  Traditional service in contemporary language [one hour] 

Holy Communion  [T]  Traditional service in traditional language [one hour] 

Holy Communion  [BCP]  Traditional service in traditional language [one hour] 

Service of the Word  [SW]  Morning or Evening Service [without communion] in   

     contemporary language, often Lay-Led 

Morning Prayer  [BCP]  Traditional Morning Service [Mattins] from the Book of  

      Common Prayer [about an hour] 

Evening Prayer or  [BCP]  Traditional Evening Service from the Book of Common 

Choral Evensong    Prayer [about an hour] 

 

DAILY SERVICES – Usual pattern 

Monday  09:00 am  Morning Prayer at Stoke Canon Chapel 

Tuesday  09:00 am  Morning Prayer at Stoke Canon Church 

Tuesday  06:00 pm  Evening Prayer at Rewe 

Wednesday  09:00 am  Morning Prayer at Thorverton 

Thursday  09:00 am  Morning Prayer at Thorverton 

Thursday  05:00 pm  Evening Prayer at Newton St Cyres 

Friday   09:00 am  Morning Prayer at Thorverton 

Saturday  09:00 am  Morning Prayer at Thorverton 

 

Variations: During May, Morning Prayer will only be held on the following dates; 

Tue 3rd May  Morning Prayer at Thorverton  

Wed 4th May  Morning Prayer at Thorverton; Holy Communion at 09:30 

Fri 6th May  Morning Prayer at Thorverton  
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Mon 9th May  Morning Prayer at Stoke Canon Chapel 

Mon 16th May Morning Prayer at Stoke Canon Chapel 

Tue 17th May Morning Prayer at Thorverton  

Mon 23rd May Morning Prayer at Stoke Canon Chapel 

  

Who’s Who …..? Abbreviations Key 

 

DD The Revd. Douglas Dettmer Rector   01392 860332 

SS The Revd. Sue Sheppard Associate Minister 01392 841284 

HD The Revd. Hilary Dawson Assistant Curate 01392 841928 

JD The Revd. Julia Dallen Assistant Curate  07733 673842 

 

AB Mrs Annabel Branney  VH Mrs Valerie Henson  GSm Mr Geoff Saltmarsh 

BB Mrs Bridget Boxall  GK Mrs Gwynneth Keehner  JSd Mr John Sandford 

DB Mr David Boxall  JM Preb John Mapson  GSd Mr Guy Sheppard 

CC Mr Chris Cook   SM The Rev Sue Martin  AS The Rev Alan Simmons  

JC Mrs Jane Cook   VM Mrs Valerie Mills  JSt Mrs Julie Stirling 

VC Mrs Veronica Clarke  MOJ Mrs Maureen Owen-Jones ST The Rev Simon Taylor 

CF Mrs Catriona Fursdon  DP Mr David Perrott  PW The Rev Peter Webb  

DF Mr David Fursdon  GP Mrs Gerda Perrott  HW The Rev Harold Whitty 

CH The Rev Chris Hughes  VP Mrs Valerie Pritchard 

  

Family Services of the Word marked ☺ are led by Lay Teams 

 

For more information about the Netherexe Parishes please see www.netherexe.org  

or contact: 

 

Mrs Margaret Lowe [Administrator] 

Tel: 07594 714590 - Tuesday & Thursday [08:30 – 16:30] 

Email: margaret.admin@netherexe.org 

Correspondence:  The Netherexe Parishes, PO Box 734, Stoke Canon, Exeter, EX5 4WP. 

 

Would you like a lift to church? 

 

May we offer you a lift to the parish church or to a joint service elsewhere?  

 

For transport to Sunday services  from locations in Thorverton parish, please ring Steve Rendell on 

[01392] 860780.   

 

To arrange a lift to the weekday Holy Communion at Thorverton please ring Margaret Turner -Warwick 

on [01392] 861173 

 

For transport from locations in Newton St Cyres parish please contact Mrs Charlotte Dyer on [01392] 851618 

 

For transport from Cowley parish please contact Major Clive Rendle on [01392] 257389 

 

For transport from Rewe please contact Guy Sheppard on 01392 841284 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.netherexe.org/
mailto:margaret.admin@netherexe.org
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Parish Letter 
 

A thoughtful cup of coffee 

 

With all the excitement of Easter and the Royal 

Wedding celebrated, and spring having coming early, 

does May feel a bit flat? Well, there are still two 

bank holidays acting as sentinels to the beginning 

and end of this month, but what lies in between for 

us to grasp and to engage us? 

Very often this, rather self-centred, thought process 

is what we follow. We find it all too easy to focus on 

what entertains or delights us, and when there is a 

lack of such things we might feel there is nothing 

much to interest us. But even the simplest things can 

hold a wealth of intrigue and interest if only we 

asked the right questions, and they may lead us to a 

deeper engagement with our world. Take for 

example a simple cup of coffee. 

 

Next time you sit down to have a cup, ask yourself a 

few inquisitive questions like „Where did it come 

from?‟ „Who grew and harvested it?‟ „What are their 

lives like?‟  

 

Can you answer any of these questions with 

confidence? Most of us can‟t, but don‟t worry, help 

is at hand. It‟s on the television, billboards, and in 

the papers. You can‟t miss it.  

 

What has coffee to do with challenging the 

ordinariness of May? The answer is Christian Aid. 

 

Christian Aid is not a charity to help Christians in 

need, it is a charity, organised by Christians to help 

those in need. Each year Christians throughout the 

country organise a mass collection, outside shops and 

door to door, for the benefit of those who have a very 

much harder life than us. 

 

This year they are focusing on people like the coffee 

farmers of Jinotega, Nicaragua who would be 

pleased to have a school, clean water and toilets. But 

they don‟t want them given to them, they just want 

an opportunity to be able to provide them for 

themselves, and a coffee co-operative where they can 

ask a fair price for their crops is the best way. 

Christian Aid can support them by giving them credit 

to get them started. 

 

Will we allow the Kingdom of God to become a 

reality, do we believe in abundant life for all? If we 

do, we can make a difference. Christian Aid Week is 

seven days of praying, fund-raising and campaigning 

to support the work of Christian Aid which helps 

make a real difference to those in poverty. This year 

it is from 15
th
 to 21

st
 May, so when you drink that 

next cup of coffee, will you resolve to deliver and 

collect envelops, or make a generous contribution in 

the envelop put through your door, or pray for the 

work of Christian Aid, or find out more about their 

work at www.christianaid.org.uk? 

 

When we are feeling the strain of financial cutbacks, 

spare a thought for those for whom our cutbacks still 

leave us wealthier than they could imagine. Engage 

in the lives of the poor but proud coffee producers, 

and many others like them, who want to work 

themselves out of poverty, and will, if only someone 

would gave them a helping hand to get started. 

Christian Aid can do that with your help. Do 

something extraordinary this May. 

      

 Julia Dallen 

 

 

Baptist Church 
 

The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want. 

He makes me lie down in green pastures; 

He leads me beside still waters; he restores my soul. 

He leads me in right paths for His names sake. 

Psalm 23 v1-3. 

 

This is the best –known and best loved psalm. It 

echoes feelings that every human has- the need for a 

place in which striving ceases, doing good is 

effortless, and peace is real. It touches people 

because it‟s words are simple and it‟s images 

universal. In South America the sheep become 

Llamas; in the Himalayas they are yaks, in parts of 

Africa they are goats. And even Londoners who only 

come close to a sheep when they are at a barbecue 

find a spot in their imagination where the serene 

image of being in the care of a good shepherd speaks 

to them. What does it tell us about God? 

 

That He is thinking ahead about what we need, even 

though we may not realise we need it. 

That He can be trusted, because His intention is not 

to harm us, but to nurture us  

That there is refreshment to be found in God for 

those whose spirit, emotions or dignity have been 

battered. 

That there are just and good ways of behaving that 

are natural for a Christian, and those „paths‟ are the 

ones along which the shepherd will lead willing 

sheep. 

http://www.christianaid.org.uk/
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We must not fight any of these things. 

 

In a village in Senegal, Fatma Dieng is doing her best 

to be a good shepherd in one of the poorest countries 

of the world. She received credit from Christians 

Aid‟s partner organisation the Africa network for 

Integrated Development.  They have also given her 

veterinary training, which helps keep the sheep 

healthy as she fattens them up to sell at a profit. But 

like many countries in Africa , Senegal is vulnerable 

when rains are poor, and life is a struggle for both 

shepherds and sheep. 

Christian Aid week will be from the 16
th
 May this 

year, please do your best to help people like Fatma, 

when the collectors call on you. 

The Baptist Church welcomes all who would like to 

join with us on any Sunday at  

11-00am, or any Wednesday morning in the 

schoolroom for a prayer Meeting at  

10-00am. 

 

Phyllis Langdon     Church Secretary

 

Christian Aid Week 
 

May 16
th

-22
nd

 2011 
 

A reminder that Christian Aid Week is nearly on us 

again, please look out for the Collectors in your area, 

and do your best to fill their envelopes. We want to 

make a big impact in our community this year, so 

bringing us closer to poor communities across the 

world. Also please remember to put your name and 

address on the envelope if you are a tax payer, 

Christian Aid can claim so much more, which goes a 

long way to helping poor people across the world. 

It can be claimed on any donation of £2 or more. 

The house to house collection in Christian Aid Week 

raises more than £10 million each year, and our total 

for Thorverton and Brampford Speke last year 

amounted to £1,633-63 can we beat this in 2011, I do 

hope so. It is a huge act of Christian witness, 

supported by 300,000 people across the churches in 

the UK.  

Your donations will be used to respond to the 

immediate crises where ever it may be, and to help  

 

 

 

 

increase the long term resilience of communities in 

the region. 

Please give generously and keep the affected people 

in your thoughts and prayers.  

Thank you. 

Overall Christian Aid Week income has fallen 

considerably over the last two years with the effects 

of the recession, and vital projects were threatened. 

So in 2011 they are determined to try and make up 

the lost ground and hope that all supporters will be 

inspired to help in this endeavour too.  

In Christian Aid Week hundreds of thousands of 

amazing volunteers will go out into their 

communities to collect door to door. The money 

raised will help to transform lives around the world, 

empowering poor communities to work their way out 

of poverty. 

If you can help in any way during this week, please 

contact me, we always need more people to call on 

areas in the village to deliver or collect envelopes. 

 

Phyllis Langdon, Ferndale, Bullen Street, 

Thorverton.  Tel 01392 860932.     

Ladies Group.  
 

The  May Meeting will be the usual Barbecue, being 

held at Moss Bank, by very kind invitation of Beryl 

and Jeff Grace. Thursday 19
th
 May is the date and 

time 6-45pm. 

Please Note this is not the usual Thursday or the 

usual time. 

 

Please will members contact Beryl 860489, to 

discuss what you will be bringing.        

 

Phyllis Langdon.  

Womens' Institute 
Our April speaker was Mr Baker who spoke on the 

Grand Canyon. 

 

On their way to the Grand Canyon Mr & Mrs Baker 

spotted a bird similar to a woodpecker pecking a hole  

 

 

in a very prickly cactus!!  Once the hole was to its 

satisfaction it then proceeded to build its nest inside 

the cactus.  It makes my eyes water just thinking 

about it !!!!! 
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The Spanish claimed the Grand Canyon as their own 

when on their travels looking for gold. They believed 

the yellow mountains were pure gold and did not 

realise that it was a trick of the sun. 

 

Years later, after the American Civil War, a Mr 

Powell visited the Grand Canyon and decided he was 

going to boat all the way down the river running 

through it. 

 

He got together the necessary team and off they set. 

Due to the fastness of the river and the 

accompanying rapids they soon ran into trouble.  All 

the boats sank with loss of life; three men deserted 

and were last seen climbing up the mountains. What 

happened to them no one knows, as they were never 

seen again.  Of the three survivors Mr Powell was 

one and now has a lake named after him. 

During the day the rock of the Grand Canyon looks 

dull and ordinary. It is only the setting sun that 

produces the marvellous array of colours that were 

born out in the slides that Mr Baker brought with 

him. 

 

Geology students absail down the side of the 

mountains looking for fossils while the river running 

through never reaches the sea but ends up in a Los 

Angelies car wash. 

 

Pauline Roberts won the competition for „Something 

American‟, Mary Stevens won flower of the month 

and Barbara O‟Higgins and Viv Day won the draw. 

 

Sylv Gregory  
Charity No. 229868 

 
                    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reg. Charity No. 203776 

 

Thorverton Country Show 
 

HELPERS WANTED URGENTLY 

 

Could you give up a few hours of your time either 

before, during or after the Show to help make this 

event a success? We are looking for helpers to 

prepare the site from Wednesday 8
th
 June (see John 

White or Ian Pile), clear up on Monday 13
th
 and to 

help during the Show. In return you get a free pass 

into the Show. 

 

We are looking for people to work in the Car Park, 

help with the cooking/serving of food at the outlets, 

man the Pay gate and exhibitors gate, sell draw 

tickets and programmes etc. If you could help in any 

way please contact Anji (860087) who is organising 

the rota and can tell you what jobs/times are 

available. We really do need you to contact us. 

 

We are delighted to welcome the Rockwood Dog 

Display Team back to Thorverton. They were last 

here in 2000. Also on the Dog theme, we have 

Victor Pitts with his sheepdogs and Indian Running 

and Aylesbury Ducks. Victor usually gives the 

children to join him in the rind for one of his shows.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Completing out “doggy” theme in the Main Ring is 

the ever-popular Terrier Racing. 

Moving from dogs to birds, we are delighted to 

welcome back Karen Andriunas with her birds of 

prey. There will also be a Poultry Tent which John 

Redler is kindly organising.   

 

On the Music front, we have QECC Jazz Band with 

us on Saturday during the day. There are a number of 

Thorvertonians amongst their ranks so please come 

along and give them your support. 

 

New to the Show this year will be the opportunity for 

the children to have a Donkey Ride. The five 

donkeys come from Brixham and have visited a 

number of Shows in the area. Colin John will also 

be entertaining the children again this year with a 

variety of shows during the day. Please see his tent 

for timings. 

 

The Family Dog Show has three new classes this 

year. There is an entry form in Focus or you can pick 

one up at the Show from the office before 1.30 then 

in the Dog Show Ring. Entries should be handed in 

to the Dog Show organisers. 

 

The Kyrton Archers, Craft and Food Tent, Books 

& Bric-a-brac shop, assorted Trade stands, 

Bouncy Castle, Slide etc all make for a fun time out. 

The Show runs from 10.00am – 5.00pm. Admission 

is £5 for adults, £3 for children 4-16 and Free for 3 

and under. 
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Following the Show on Saturday, at 5.30pm, there 

will be a children‟s football match in the Main Ring. 

(There will be a TV on site so World Cup fans will 

not miss out!) 

 

Also starting at 5.30 will be the Music Fest when a 

number of local bands will be playing for your 

enjoyment. Later in the evening there will be a Hog 

Roast and the Chuck Wagon will reopen for Burgers, 

Hot Dogs and Chips! 

 

We look forward to seeing as many of you as 

possible on the site over the weekend. 

 

 

THORVERTON 

COUNTRY SHOW 

 

Opened by 

TONY BEARD 

THE WAG from WIDECOMBE 

 

DINGLE FINGLE 

MOUNTED GAMES 
 

FAMILY DOG SHOW 

TERRIER RACING 

Tiverton Town Band, Ed Chanin 

Vintage Vehicles -Stalls- Craft/Food Tent  

Country Crafts etc. 

Children‟s Entertainer –Flea Circus 

 

11th & 12th JUNE 
Ratcliffe Farm 

10.00- 5.00 
Tickets £5 (adults) £3 (children) 

Ring 860827 for more details 

 
Music Fest – Sat 7.00- midnight 

Free Entry to evening Entertainment 

 

Thorverton Community Wall  
Hanging 
 

Made with the help of Upstream 
 

During February and March this year a small but 

enthusiastic group of locals met with Upstream at the 

WI hut; the aim was to create a community wall 

hanging showing what makes our village special. 

After much rubbing, rolling, lots of soap bubbles and 

laughter, pieces of colourful felt emerged. These 

became the background for our piece. 

This was then enhanced with pieces made using a 

variety of techniques that we tried out in the 

sessions, including appliqué, weaving & latch rug 

making, showing many aspects of Thorverton life. 

 

This unique piece will first go on view at the 41
st
 

East Devon Arts Festival during Church week, so we 

do hope you will come along and have look. 

 

If it inspires you to have a go at a craft, knit a square 

for charity or finish that tapestry at the back of the 

draw then join us at The Thorverton Arms every 

other Tuesday starting Tuesday the 24
th
 May from 

10:30- 12 noon, just before the Senior Citizens lunch 

club. 

 

For more information on Upstream phone 01363 

778029.  Lunches can be booked from the pub on 

10392 860205 by midday the previous day. 
 

Gilly Haysom 

Opera Speke 
 

Opera Speke continues its successful screening of the 

best of the world of opera on Tuesday May 17th., 

when we are showing a magnificent production of 

Jaques Offenbach‟s opera, The Tales of Hoffmann. 

 

In this brilliant, sparkling and star-studded 

performance, Hoffmann is persuaded to relate the 

stories of his three great loves.  Olympia, a 

mechanical doll who comes to life when wearing 

magic spectacles.  His second love is Giulietta, a 

courtesan. The scene is set in Venice, to the music of 

the famous Barcarolle.  His third great love is 

Antonia, a singer whose ambitions are thwarted by 

Dr Miracle. 

 

This is an opera not to be missed and a wonderful 

evening‟s entertainment is promised. If you have 

never seen an opera before,   then this is the one to 

start.  You will not be disappointed! 

 

Please let us know if you would like to attend. 

Programme notes are sent out a week before so that 

you will know something about the opera 

beforehand.  Refreshments will be available. 

 

For more information and to reserve your seat, please 

telephone 01392 841770.  We look forward to seeing 

you. 

 
David Barnard-Smith 
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 Allotment Holders  

Allotment Holders Quarterly Meeting – Tuesday 

5
th

 April at The Exeter Inn 

 Minutes of Meeting: 

We have managed to secure a discounted price from 

Edwin Tucker & Sons for seeds, potatoes and other 

miscellaneous items if we order as a group. A 

catalogue will be available at each quarterly meeting. 

The orders will be taken during October‟s meeting 

and the items will be distributed at January‟s 

meeting. 

Please come along to these meetings if you would 

like to take advantage of this. (Many thanks to 

Stephanie Shelton for agreeing to co-ordinate the 

ordering and supply and to John Redler for 

negotiating the discount with Tuckers). 

Anthony Sims has very kindly agreed to  a notice 

board for the allotment. This will be located at the 

bottom of the central path next to the water butts and 

can be used to keep the allotment holders informed 

with developments and upcoming events. The notice 

board that was bought previously but deemed 

unsuitable will be used elsewhere by the Parish 

Council. 

There was concern about the deterioration of a 

section of fencing along the eastern boundary. We 

will be seeking further advice from the Parish 

Council on this matter. 

We would like to use this opportunity to thank Roger 

Fieldhouse for all that he has done for the allotment 

holders both in his capacity as the Chair of the 

Quarterly Meetings in addition to his role as a Parish 

Councillor. Many thanks Roger and we hope to see 

you again at future meetings. 

It was agreed that last year‟s barbecue was a great 

success and we would like to do this again this year. 

We will aim for Saturday 3
rd

 September when 

hopefully it will still be warm and the allotments will 

be looking bountiful with produce! 

We also discussed the possibility of introducing a 

Summer Picnic at which every attendee brings an 

item of food to be shared amongst everybody. 

Use of allotment produce to be encouraged! Sunday 

19
th
 June was identified as a date that hopefully does 

not conflict with any of the local festivals or Country 

Shows. These are still to be confirmed, so the date, 

time and logistics of both the Barbecue and the 

Summer Picnic will be confirmed in the Focus nearer 

the time. 

The next quarterly meeting will be held in the Exeter 

Inn at 19.30 on Monday 4
th
 July. Hope to see you 

there. 

  Mark Welsh, Oldway, Bullen Street 

 

 

Legal Eagle 
 

All serious crimes and most minor offences require 

that the prosecution prove that the accused had a 

particular state of mind when engaging in the 

prohibited conduct. 

 

This state of mind is referred to as the mens rea of 

the offence. 

 

The definition of the offence prescribes the state of 

mind that needs to be proved. This might be intention 

or recklessness as to causing the result required by 

the offence.  

 

Where an offence has a surrounding circumstance 

the mens rea required might be knowledge, 

recklessness or belief. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Murder proves us with an example of an offence 

where nothing less than intention suffices. The 

offence is defined as , ‘The unlawful killing of a 

reasonable creature in being and under the Queen’s 

Peace, with malice aforethought’.  

 

The term malice aforethought requires the 

prosecution to prove that the accused acted either 

with the intention to kill or the intention to cause 

grievous bodily harm. 

 

The offence created by s1(1) Criminal Damage Act 

1971 provides that „ a person who without lawful 

excuse destroys or damages any property belonging 

to another intending to destroy or damage any such 

property or being reckless as to whether any such 

property would be destroyed or damaged shall be 

guilty……….’ 

 



Focus on Thorverton  Vol. 42 No.5 -May 2011 

 

21 

In order to secure a conviction the prosecution need 

to establish that the accused acted intentionally or 

recklessly. 

 

A person charged with handling stolen goods 

contrary to s22(1) Theft Act 1968 must be proved to 

have known or believed the goods to be stolen in 

order for the prosecution to secure a conviction. 

 

There is presently no statutory definition of intention 

and the precise meaning to be given to the term has 

resulted in the higher courts engaging in verbal 

gymnastics in order to clarify the meaning to be 

attributed to the term. 

 

One thing that can be said with certainty is that the 

law recognises two forms of intention, direct and 

indirect ( or oblique ). 

 

Direct intention is established if the accused acted 

with the purpose, aim or desire of bringing about a 

particular consequence. 

 

The history of indirect intention is littered with case 

law and even today remains in an inconclusive state. 

 

The first question to consider is what amounts to 

indirect intention? The answer would appear to be 

that indirect intention exists where a consequence is 

a virtually certain consequence of the conduct of the 

accused and the accused is aware of this. 

 

So, foresight of a virtually certain consequence on 

the part of the accused amounts to indirect intention. 

Not necessarily, as we then need to consider a 

second question, namely the status to be given to 

proof of indirect intention. 

 

In Nedrick [1986] the appellant poured paraffin 

through the letterbox of a house and set light to it. 

The house caught fire and a child died. Lord Lane 

C.J. delivering the judgment of the Court of Appeal ( 

Criminal Division ) said that the test was whether the 

appellant foresaw that death or serious bodily harm 

would ( barring all unforeseen circumstances ) be 

„virtually certain‟ – a virtually certain result being 

one that was overwhelming. If this was so, this was 

evidence allowing the jury to infer intention. 

 

So, according to Nedrick, foresight of a virtually 

certain consequence is merely evidence from which 

the jury might infer intention, but are not obliged to 

do so. 

 

In R –v- Woollin [1999] the appellant lost his 

temper with his three month old son and threw him 

with great force, five feet across the room causing 

the child to suffer a fractured skull from which the 

child died. The appellant admitted that he had 

realised that there was a risk of serious injury.  The 

Crown did not contend that the appellant desired to 

kill his son or to cause him serious harm. The issue 

was whether the appellant nevertheless had the 

intention to cause serious harm. When the case came 

before the House of Lords, the Nedrick test was 

approved but the House held that the jury was 

‘entitled to find intention’ if the test was met as 

opposed to ‘entitled to infer intention’  as had been 

held in Nedrick. 

 

This appears to suggest that on the test in Nedrick 

being established, intention will be made out as 

opposed to being merely a rule of evidence from 

which the jury might infer intention. 

 

We now turn our attention to the case of R –v- 

Matthews and Alleyne [2003]. The accused 

deliberately threw a non-swimmer into a deep, wide 

river where he drowned. They were convicted of 

murder and appealed on the ground that the trial 

judge had misdirected the jury that if they were 

satisfied that the accused foresaw death as virtually 

certain they had to convict. The prosecution had 

argued in accordance with Woollin, that a result 

foreseen as virtually certain is an intended result. 

The Court of Appeal hearing the Matthews and 

Alleyne appeal denied that this was so; ‘[W]e do not 

regard Woollin as yet reaching or laying down a 

substantive rule of law………..’ 

 

Despite the reluctance of the Court of Appeal to 

accept Woollin as laying down a substantive rule, 

the Court nevertheless dismissed the appeal and 

upheld the murder conviction, ‘ If the jury were sure 

that the appellants appreciated the virtual certainty 

of Jonathan’s death when they threw him from the 

bridge and also that they then had no intention of 

saving him from such death, it is impossible to see 

how the jury could not have found that the appellants 

intended Jonathan to die’. 

 

It would appear therefore that this evidential 

interpretation represents the current law. It is, 

however, arguable that the definitional interpretation 

adopted by the House of Lords in Woollin has the 

advantage of being simpler and more workable. 

 

The Law Commission in Murder, Manslaughter and 

Infanticide ( Law Com No 304 -28 November 2006 

proposed a statutory definition of intention which in 

relation to indirect intention provides that the jury 

should be directed that an intention to bring about a 
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result may be found if it is shown that the defendant 

thought that the result was a virtually certain 

consequence of his or her action. 

 

Next month we shall turn our attention to 

„recklessness‟ 

 

Clive Hamblin 

 

 

I Don’t Believe It 
 

I get annoyed by organisations that charge booking 

or administration fees. These are not some optional 

cost that can be avoided by a little extra personal 

effort or inconvenience; they are part of the costs of 

running their business. Now the District Council‟s 

Leisure organisation has jumped on the bandwagon 

with a £15 administration charge. I wonder what the 

response would be if I deducted an administration fee 

from my council tax.   

 

The recent imposition of charges for dumping certain 

categories of waste at re-cycling centres will 

inevitably encourage more fly-tipping. Within days 

of these new charges being promulgated Central 

Government announced dilution of many of the 

sanctions Local Government rely on to police 

persistent perpetrators of such anti-social behaviour. 

Whilst some Councils may occasionally misuse or 

abuse their power relating to waste and other areas,  

 

 

and use petty misdemeanours as a lucrative cash 

cow, it is surely up to local people to hold their 

elected representatives to account. It cannot be good 

for democracy for us mere mortals to be reliant on 

central government to protect us from the occasional 

excesses of local government. Is this simply 

acknowledgement that some elected councils have 

lost control of the executive?  

 

Despite a revered professional institution and a raft 

of European and UK legislation and guidance it 

seems perverse that Highways Engineers 

increasingly place road signs on the right hand side 

of roads, so that if I meet an oncoming lorry or bus 

I‟m unable to see the sign. Recently, on one road 

30% of signs were on the wrong side. It doesn‟t 

require a filing cabinet of legislation, simply a little 

uncommon sense to get it right – or is such illogical 

placement inspired preparation for us driving on the 

right?                                             

                                                              Commentator 

 

 

TARTS news 
Thorverton Amblers Ramblers and Trampers 

 

 

 

Future walks and events 

Saturday 7
th
 May – 6 ½ miles around Culmstock led 

by Tony 

Saturday 21
st
 May – 8 mile coastal walk from 

Bantham to Aveton Gifford led by Caroline 

 

Saturday 4
th
 June – leader to be decided  

 

Saturday 18
th
 June led by Jenny – possibly Dartmoor 

 

Saturday 2
nd

 July - leader to be decided 

 

 

 

Saturday 16
th
 July – longer walk led by Graeme 

 

Saturday 6
th
 August – a 5 ½ - 6 mile walk near Zeal 

Monachorum led by Titch and Rob, followed by an 

excellent lunch at The Garden Cottage. Note the 

earlier start time of 09.15. Lunch is from a set menu 

for £10 and needs to be pre booked by 4
th
 June.  

 

Saturday 20
th
 August – leader to be decided. 

  

All walks meet outside The Bell at 0930, and are 

suitable for dogs unless otherwise stated. Shorter 

walks are usually 4 – 6 miles in length and longer 

walks 6 – 9 miles, however precise details of each 

walk (length, gradient, lunch information etc) will be 

displayed approximately a week before the walk in 

the Old Post Office Window and on the village 

notice board. If you would like to be included on the 

email list contact Caroline (861002) or Graeme 

(860203).                                      

 

Caroline Prince 
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Thorverton and District History 
Society 
 

 

 
 

 

Those who read our reports in Focus on 

Thorverton may be wondering why they are now 

accompanied by a notice advertising a meeting 

that has taken place a month or so ago. It is not a 

mistake, but simply that Marion Crang‟s 

delightful calligraphy and accompanying pen and 

ink cameos are worthy of a wider audience. 

 

John Allen‟s richly illustrated talk to the society 

on Breton Craftsmen in Devon drew on his 

extensive research on both sides of the Channel. 

 

Whilst native Breton rood screens are 

predominantly elaborate and colourful, one of 

the grandest being the highly coloured multi-

arched gallery at St Fiacre, La Faouet, those in 

Devon, such as at Coldridge and Colebrooke, are 

predominantly unpainted simpler constructions 

showing the beauty of the natural oak. One 

notable local exception is Bradninch, where the 

screen is richly decorated in gold and bright 

colours.  

 

Thanks to the wizardry of PowerPoint we were 

able to view native Breton examples alongside 

their Devon cousins, highlighting the 

unmistakeable similarities in ornate tracery of 

the upper panels, shafts, heads and lower linen 

fold panels. The method of construction, 

however, often varied with the native Breton 

screens fabricated from layers of timber, rather 

than our more expensive local method of carving 

from a solid piece of timber. 

 

The influence of 16
th

 century Bretton craftsmen 

extended to secular buildings, in particular, three 

and four storey town houses with detailed 

facades and imposing central spiral staircases. A 

superb example was King John‟s Tavern in 

South Street, Exeter. Its façade was embellished 

with a pair of pillars, carved with a mischievous 

circus theme. The building was, sadly, knocked 

down by the Council for road widening in 1830, 

yes 1830! The pillars were moved to Heavitree 

and somehow found their way to a New York 

museum! 

These Bretton craftsmen were part of a large 

immigrant population working in many areas of 

trade and commerce, at one time making up 15% 

of Exeter‟s population, whilst in Dartmouth 

overseas workers made up 40% of the 

population. 

At the conclusion of the meeting the most 

sceptical could not fail to be persuaded of the 

lasting impact of Breton craftsmen on Devon‟s 

churches. 

      

                     Barrie Phillips 

 

Nature Notes 
Following on from the prominent display of hazel 

catkins at the end of winter we have been dazzled by 

the brilliant white flowers of blackthorn and its 

cultivated cousin‟s plum and damson and the varied 

colour forms of cherry. Swallows and other 

immigrant birds and lepidoptera have arrived from 
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other countries. The cuckoo was heard several times 

in the Malverns between 10
th
 and 14

th
 April by 

Heather and Royston Kershaw and in Majorca 

between 12
th
 and 15

th
 April by my relatives. The 

warm weather in April has also encouraged the early 

emergence of moths such as Muslin moth and Nut-

tree Tussock and on the night of 19
th
 April a 

cockchafer beetle (May bug) tapping against our 

conservatory windows. 

   

By now reptiles will be taking advantage of warmer 

days to bask in the sun which around Thorverton will 

be slow worms, common lizard and grass snakes. 

„Our grass snake‟ turned up for the first time this 

year on 17
th
 April, as usual slithering down the wall 

to our fish pond. It was possibly awoken by the 

sound of the lawn mower as during the course of half 

an hour it yawned three wide yawns, an action I‟d 

never seen it do before. After a while it decided to 

curl up inside an empty water plant basket positioned 

on top the wall and go to sleep in the afternoon sun. 

At 6.30pm we shifted around our car and van (ready 

for work next morning) parked beside the snoozing 

snake and assumed it would send snake off in fright. 

To my surprise there it was with its head sticking two 

inches above the rim of the basket as if to say „what 

the heck is going on‟ and then it decided to leave. So 

far it visits daily including a swift swim up and down 

in the pond.     

 

All three native snake species are included in the UK 

Biodiversity Action Plan which is a plan to help 

threatened species and habitats. Since compiling 

sightings through Nature Notes it is apparent that 

Thorverton has a healthy population of grass snakes 

who inhabit the lush grassland, our compost bins and 

hunt in our ponds around the village. Please continue 

to let me know where you see this harmless snake. 

 

April and May are the months to look out for 

Emperor moths Saturnia pavonia. The male flies 

during the day while females normally fly at night 

but may be found at rest sunning themselves on 

heather. Emperor moth sightings in recent years 

include Dartmoor, Haldon, Woodbury Common, 

Exmoor and Lundy Island but can be found in many 

other heathland areas. Emperors are the only native 

British species of the silk moth family. Here is a 

photograph of a male which has feathery antennae 

and orange hind-wings, taken on Saturday 7
th
 May 

2005. 

 
Notice its large false eye markings, an adaption to 

deter predators. This moth was spotted by Mike Rich 

who noticed something fluttering as we walked in the 

Grimspound area of Dartmoor while on a TARTS 

walk. 

 

Another insect to look out for from now to June is an 

oil beetle. I have only ever seen one and this sighting 

was also on a TARTS walk on the coast near 

Hartland Quay on 15
th
 March 2008 and is pictured 

here.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Of the four native oil beetles, three that are out and 

about now are Black oil beetle, Violet oil beetle and 

Short-necked oil beetle. The Violet oil beetle 

inhabits meadows and woodland in northern and 

western Britain. The Black oil beetle is found in 

meadows and coastal grassland throughout Britain 

but the Short-necked oil beetle favours heaths and 

dunes in south-west England as well as Ireland and 

Scotland. The remaining native oil beetle, the 

Rugged oil beetle is rare and found on chalk and 

sandy soils and coastal areas in central and southern 

England from September to April. All oil beetles are 

in serious decline. Buglife would like sightings and 

photographs via www.buglife.org.uk or by post to 

Oil Beetle Survey, Buglife-The Invertebrate 

Conservation Trust, First Floor, 90 Bridge Street, 

Peterborough, PE1 1DY. 

 

http://www.buglife.org.uk/
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Devon Wildlife Trust has just launched a campaign 

to find out more about the state of the hedgehog 

population in Devon. If you go onto their website 

(see below) it gives you tips on how to make a 

hedgehog friendly garden. The Trust would like your 

help by completing an online survey concerning 

hedgehog sightings in or near your garden. The first 

question asks if you have seen a hedgehog this year 

so it may be better to complete the survey later on in 

the year. Go to www.devonwildlifetrust.org and 

hover over „What we do‟ on the toolbar then click on 

the hedgehog survey links. A hedgehog has already 

been seen in a garden in Milford Lane.  

 

House sparrows are causing a bit of mirth at the 

Exeter Inn where they are trying to fly off with 

lengths of vine growing on the wall, only the vine is 

still attached and strong enough to send the sparrows 

fluttering back towards the wall.  

 

Please listen out for the screams of the swift that 

normally arrive the first week in May although last 

year was reported on 26
th
 April.                                                                                      

 

Jenny Garne    

 

The Veggie Garden in May 
 The merry month of May referred to by the 

Kitchen Gardener as “The hungry gap”.  During this 

month the over wintered crops (e.g. cabbage, kale, 

broccoli) finish and the newly planted seeds etc. are 

busy growing but are non-productive as yet.  This is 

the time when the perennial vegetable ie. asparagus, 

and rhubarb are useful members of the veggie plot 

and earn their keep.  Other quick growing veg such 

as radish, rocket, lettuce (especially if the lettuce 

have been grown on as plugs in a poly tunnel or 

green house) will also be invaluable. 

 A crop which is not commonly grown but is 

useful during this period is “scallions”, sometimes 

referred to as green garlic.  These are planted out 

with your garlic either Oct/Nov or Jan/Feb and are 

all the left-over cloves from any garlic you don‟t 

wish to plant.  Separate the bulbs into individual 

cloves then prepare the ground before pulling back a 

trench of soil about 5cm deep and about the width of 

a rake, scatter the cloves into a trench and cover over 

and tamp down.  From April and throughout May 

they will reward you with tall garlic/chive-like leaves 

which can be dug up and all the plant can be used in 

the kitchen.  Very popular in France. 

 What a terribly dry start to the season.  After 

planting out peas and sugar snaps most of the time is 

spent watering to keep them alive.  However, nature 

has a wonderful way to even things out and as one 

“old boy” once said to me at the allotments, “us‟ll 

pay fer it later, missus!”, and of course he was right! 

 If you wish to start your own seed for 

courgette, squash, pumpkin, marrow etc. it is very 

straightforward.  Fill a pot with compost (it doesn‟t 

have to be that big as you are only starting the seed, 

so 9cm is fine) and push the seed in about 5cm deep.  

Keep warm and damp - so regular watering or keep 

one in a glass house, polytunnel or on a window 

ledge.  2 points to note are: a) mice - they love these 

seeds so you need to protect them, and b) a dip in the 

temperature at night - frost, this can kill these plants 

so fleece or bring inside if there is any danger of this.  

If you water during the day and it is hot and sunny 

avoid watering the leaves as the sun can scorch them. 

 At the end of April/beginning of May the 

brassica seeds not already sown (e.g. borecole and 

Russian Kale) are sown into large tubs, placed in the 

polytunnel and pricked out in May into 9cm pots.  

These are brought on to replace the 1
st
 and 2

nd
 early 

potatoes when harvested from June onwards.  They 

need no protection and when potted on, I often sit 

them in a shady outside position to stop them from 

growing too quickly - use slug protection if outside.  

Runner Beans can be started in 9cm pots now and 

grown on as plants and planted out late May/June.  

Frost will kill the plants so be wary.  Seeds can go 

into the ground late May or June onwards.  Runner 

Beans like rich soil - so pile it on and dig it in.  Also 

a common mistake is to suppose Runner Beans like 

hot dry weather; high temperatures are a limiting 

factor in pod formation.  Always keep the roots of 

Runner Beans moist, this will benefit the plant 

enormously.  I often plant out late July and have a 

wonderful autumn crop until late October frosts. 

 Check your fruit for gooseberry sawfly.  A 

ravenous wriggly small green caterpillar - always lots 

of them - they will de nude your plants of leaves.  

Remove if you find them.  Try not to knock them 

onto the ground as they will just climb back later!  

Constant vigilance!  Bacillus Thuringiensis is an 

effective biological spray, it comes in powder form 

and you just add it to water and thoroughly soak your 

plant.  Mildew can also be a nuisance especially to 

gooseberries - again, keep checking and dust with 

sulphur if it is a problem.  Good ventilation will help 

prevent this. 

 Polytunnels and green houses are by late 

May packed to the gunnels but after the “Franklin 

Frosts” around 19, 20, 21
st
 of May, always around 

the Devon County Show, things can start to go out - 

Hurray! 

Happy Planting. 

Lorraine Colebrook 

http://www.devonwildlifetrust.org/
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Thorverton Cricket Club  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Support the village cricket club.  If you want to get 

involved please contact the Colts Coordinator and 

Membership Secretary, Julie Choules, on 01392 

861503 or 07989 51480. 

 

Thorverton Football Club 
 

First Team Results and Final Fixtures 

 
04 Sep 15:00 Home SEATON TOWN Win 3-2 

11 Sep 15:00 Home ST MARTINS Loss 1-2 

18 Sep 15:00 Away TOPSHAM TOWN Loss 0-2 

25 Sep 15:00 Home BEER ALBION Win 3-1 

02 Oct 15:00 Away SIDMOUTH TOWN Loss 1-3 

30 Oct 15:00 Away HATHERLEIGH TOWN Draw 3-3 

06 Nov 14:15 Away ST MARTINS Loss 0-4 

13 Nov 14:15 Away BUDLEIGH SALTERTON Win 3-0 

20 Nov 14:15 Home HEAVITREE SOCIAL UNITED Win 2-1 

27 Nov 14:15 Away EXMOUTH AMATEURS Loss 1-3 

11 Dec 14:15 Away UNIVERSITY Loss 1-3 

03 Jan 14:15 Home WILLAND ROVERS Draw 2-2 

15 Jan 14:15 Home WELLINGTON TOWN Loss 3-4 

22 Jan 14:15 Away SEATON TOWN Loss 2-3 

05 Feb 15:00 Away BEER ALBION Loss 0-1 

12 Feb 15:00 Home HATHERLEIGH TOWN Loss 0-1 

19 Feb 15:00 Home BUDLEIGH SALTERTON Draw 1-1 

05 Mar 15:00 Away CLYST VALLEY Loss 1-2 

19 Mar 15:00 Home EXMOUTH AMATEURS Win 2-0 

26 Mar 15:00 Home TOPSHAM TOWN Loss 0-4 

02 Apr 15:00 Home CLYST VALLEY Win 3-1 

06 Apr 19:30 Away WELLINGTON TOWN Win 5-4 

09 Apr 15:00 Away NEWTOWN Win 2-1 

16 Apr 15:00 Home NEWTOWN Win 6-1 

20 Apr 18:30 Home ALPHINGTON Win 3-1 

23 Apr 15:00 Away WILLAND ROVERS 
  

25 Apr 15:00 Away HEAVITREE SOCIAL UNITED 
  

30 Apr 15:00 Away ALPHINGTON 
  

02 May 15:00 Home SIDMOUTH TOWN 
  

19 May 18:30 Home UNIVERSITY 
  

 

 

 

The First Team is currently lying 7
th

 in the 

Devon and Exeter Premier League;  the Second 

Team is also 7
th

, in the Fourth Division. 

 

Second Team Results and Fixtures 
 

04 Sep 15:00 Away SEATON TOWN 2nd Loss 0-1 

18 Sep 15:00 Home SIDBURY UNITED 2nd Win 2-1 

25 Sep 15:00 Away TEDBURN ST MARY Win 3-2 

02 Oct 15:00 Home ST MARTINS 2nd Draw 3-3 

09 Oct 15:00 Away KENTISBEARE Loss 0-1 

23 Oct 15:00 Away ST MARTINS 2nd Win 3-1 

30 Oct 15:00 Home NEWTOWN 3rd Loss 2-3 

06 Nov 14:15 Home TEDBURN ST MARY Draw 2-2 

13 Nov 14:15 Home LAPFORD Win 2-1 

11 Dec 14:15 Home HEMYOCK Win 4-3 

15 Jan 14:15 Away SIDBURY UNITED 2nd Loss 3-4 

29 Jan 14:15 Away COLATON RALEIGH Draw 1-1 

05 Feb 15:00 Away LAPFORD Draw 2-2 

05 Mar 15:00 Home SEATON TOWN 2nd Loss 0-2 

12 Mar 15:00 Home KENTISBEARE Win 4-0 

19 Mar 15:00 Away BICKLEIGH Draw 2-2 

26 Mar 15:00 Away OKEHAMPTON ARGYLE 
  

02 Apr 15:00 Away HEMYOCK Win 3-0 

09 Apr 15:00 Home CREDITON UNITED Win 4-2 

11 Apr 18:30 Home NEWTON ST CYRES Win 1-0 

16 Apr 15:00 Away NEWTON ST CYRES Draw 2-2 

18 Apr 18:30 Home COLATON RALEIGH Loss 2-3 

23 Apr 15:00 Home OKEHAMPTON ARGYLE 
  

30 Apr 15:00 Home BICKLEIGH 
  

07 May 15:00 Away NEWTOWN 3rd 
  

09 May 19:30 Away CREDITON UNITED 
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Golf Society 
[Apologies for some errors which crept into last 

month’s report making it a little difficult to follow, 

even for those of you who understand the game - Ed] 

 

Sunday 27
th

 March 2011 

 

Another balmy spring morning saw a grand group of 

golfers go gleefully gliding through the glistening 

grass as they gathered to give their game all the gusto 

they could garner. Gloriously. 

 

He who garnered most gloriously was John Mann 

whose score of 20 points, including four for a two at 

the 3
rd

, brought him the narrowest of wins and a two 

shot cut from his handicap. Not before time some 

said. Sharing second place, one point adrift, were 

Russell Ball and Geoff Bulley, both cut by a shot. 

 

The day‟s happy tail gunner was Mike Shelton while 

shortest drive was delivered by Mark Cummings who 

didn‟t actually see where his ball finished as it 

disappeared into the hedge. 

 

The Donna-Y moment was shared by two members 

of the same four-ball. Rhys Roberts played a very 

long tee shot at the 440 yard 5
th
, leaving himself just 

150 yards to the green, a distance he saw off with 

another superb shot to within ten feet of the pin. His 

playing partner, Russell Ball, immediately remarked 

that having achieved such a feat Rhys would 

probably end up three-putting. And so it was as the 

birdie putt lipped out and ran six feet down the slope. 

The return putt narrowly missed so that one player 

was left to remark “Donna-Y I did that” while the 

other, feeling a degree of remorse, said “I Donna-Y I 

even suggested it”. Happy days fellas. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo by Peter Mason 

 

 

Sunday 10
th

 April 2011 

 

Fourteen golfers, one of the largest turnouts ever, 

took advantage of another glorious morning to enjoy 

a closely fought competition at Newton. 

 

All the honours for the day went to the young guns, 

well almost, as Chris Harlow romped home with 19 

points and a cut to his handicap. In second place was 

Geoff Bulley with 18 while Dan Hawke took third 

place with 17 points. 

 

At the other end of the placings was Robin Tooze 

who had one of those rusty days when nothing would 

go where it should. Shortest drive was achieved by 

welcome debutant Paul Richards but it has only 

served to make him determined to come back for 

more. 

 

The Donna-Y moment came on the 4
th
 hole where 

Dave Harlow had struck a good tee shot down the 

middle to set up a chance to go for the green over the 

water. Never one to hold back he made good contact 

only to see his ball swerve on the wind to the right 

and head for the edge of the pond. If he‟d been lucky 

it would have missed and landed on grass, or slightly 

less lucky and landed in the water. Not this ball. It 

landed with resonant thud on the timbers forming the 

pond‟s perimeter and bounced hugely and gracefully 

over the hedge into the adjoining field. Comments of 

“hard luck old chap” were greeted by a response 

along the lines of “Donna-Y you think that‟s funny”. 

 

Don‟t forget, there are two Sunday events each 

month. All are welcome. Details at The Exeter. 

 

G.S. Potter 
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Poetry  
 

Singing as I went 

 

As I walked the hills‟ green ridge, 

A song there came to be. 

Joining in my singing 

The wind accompanied me, 

Upon the stiff dark needles 

Of one lonesome pine, 

It plucked with icy fingers 

And strummed a tune with mine. 

 

While strolling through a woodland, 

Singing as I went, 

I paused beneath an ancient oak, 

Whose boughs quite overleant; 

And heard within its greening leaves, 

The breeze a-whispering there, 

Joining in my singing 

And teasing at my hair. 

 

Beside a stream one day I stepped 

And yet again I sang; 

And from the rippling waters, 

More sweet music sprang: 

A choir of swaying rushes 

And wild iris in a throng, 

All along the water‟s edge 

Beacame one with my song. 

 

Doreen Beer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Picasso at Vallauris  

  

For Claire Cousins 

  

A couple Picasso met on a beach 

Put ceramics within his reach. 

  

They suggested he move to Vallauris 

A pottery place not far from Nice, 

  

A run-down industrial town 

Picasso greeted with a frown. 

  

Georges and Suzanne Ramié 

Refused to let the great man be. 

  

They wanted to see what he could do- 

Not much at first, so much was true 

  

Until they provided an assistant, 

To whose charms he proved resistant 

  

But who showed him how to throw, 

And what of clay he ought to know. 

  

Soon as he learnt what could be done, 

He turned his hand to having fun, 

  

Vases, platters and bowls 

Each with a different set of goals. 

  

Eskimo-like he had to see, 

The form in each that sought to be. 

  

Fighting bulls, voodoo owls, exotic fish 

Brought to life each common dish 

  

And to cut a long story short, 

Soon set industrial work at naught 

  

Revolutionising a sullen craft, 

Turning the Sèvres of schlock to art. 

 

                         Andrew Hoellering 
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Thorverton Parish Information 
AIR AMBULANCE EMERGENCY - QUOTE NATIONAL GRID REFERENCE 

RECREATION GROUND - Sheet 192 SS 923019 MEMORIAL HALL FIELD - Sheet 192 SS 926019 

Bus services    See inside back cover 

Carers' Support Group Anne Higman, Wyndham House Surgery, Silverton. 860034. 
     Meetings - 3rd Wednesday of month, Wyndham House, 2.30-4.30 p.m. 

Church (C of E)   The Revd. Douglas Dettmer, The Rectory, Thorverton. 860332 

     The Revd. Sue Sheppard, Associate Minister, Autumn Haze, Rewe, 01392 841284 
     The Revd Hilary Dawson, Assistant Curate, The Vicarage, Stoke Canon, 01392 841928 
     Mrs Margaret Lowe, Administration Manager, 07594 714590 margaret.admin@netherexe.org 

 Church Wardens Peter Colebrook, Ockero, Thorverton. 861019.  
     Edwin Greed, Fortescue, Netherexe. 841231. 

 Consort   Mary Thomas, 1 The Glebe, Thorverton. 860730. 

 P.C.C. Treasurer  Jean Brown, Rydal Cottage, Bullen Street. 861176. 

 Friends of Thorverton Parish Church Trust Emmie Aird, Kirkfoard, The Berry, Thorverton. 

Church (Baptist)  The Revd. Maurice Harrison, 01884 258599. 
    Secretary Phyllis Langdon, 860932.  

Services, notice board or Focus. 

County Councillor  Cllr. Mr. M. Lee. 01363 772671. 

District Councillor  Cllr. Mr. R. M. Deed. 01392 861258. 

Doctors     Dr Jon Wride & Lynne Anderson / Drs Stead, O'Brien & Ziegler 

Electricity (Western Power) Report a loss of power: 0800 365 900 Bill Enquiries: 0800 365 000 
      Street lights 0870 556 1851  

Friends of Thorverton & Silverton Surgeries Christine Walker, 881501 

Gas Emergency   0800 111999 

Leonard Trust Chairman: R Hughes. Secretary: Mrs. E Hughes, 3 Dinham Mews, Exeter EX4 4EF 

Library (Exeter Mobile) Alternate Thursdays, 11.45am to 12.05pm (16.05 to 16.50 from January 2011) 
in the Quarry Car Park 

Newspaper Reporter (Express & Echo) Jane Ristic, 53 Silver Street, Thorverton. 860054 

Parish Council Chairman Cllr. Stuart Crang,  

Parish Clerk    Mrs Jane Lane, Stable House, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062. 

Parish Council Meetings 2nd Tuesday of month, at The Memorial Hall, 7.30 pm. 

Parish Allotments  Contact the Parish Clerk - 861062 

Parish Council Notice Board Situated in School Lane, opposite the Thorverton Arms. 

   IMPORTANT!- PLANNING APPLICATION NOTICES ARE DISPLAYED HERE 

Planning notification applications  at http://data.gov.uk/apps/planningalerts alert via email when a 

planning application is published in one’s street, neighbourhood or wider area. 

 Pension Service  PO Box 93, Plymouth PL6 5WJ. 0845 60 60 265 

Police    Central Switchboard 24 Hours: 0845 2777444.  

Post Office Portacabin (TCT Ltd) Quarry Car Park, Thorverton EX5 5NG 860455 
Mon. to Fri : 9 am.-1.00 pm., 2 pm.- 5.30 pm.  
Sat: 9 am.-12 noon Sun: 9 am - 10.30 am for newspaper sales only 
Business Manager: Jill Blewett, Faircop, Jericho St, Thorverton 
Chair and Company Secretary: Heather Kershaw, 25 The Glebe, 860419 

Public Telephone Kiosk Opposite the Church, outside the Bell Inn, Dinneford St. 

School (C of E Primary)  Head Teacher: Mrs Tania Beard 860374. 

School Governors  Chair: Clive Hamblin 861305 Clerk: Julie Cornwall 860127 

School P.T.F.A.   Chair: Lisa Browning, 860609  Secretary: Hannah James, 861075 
Treasurer: Damon Gill, 860176  

South West Water  24 Hour Emergency: 0800 169 1144. Helpline: 0800 169 1133. 

Thorverton Millennium Chair: Dame Margaret Turner-Warwick, Pynes House,  

  Green Trust Silver Street 861173 Secretary: Shirley Hoole. 

http://data.gov.uk/apps/planningalerts
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Tiverton Volunteer Centre 28, Gold Street, Tiverton EX16 6PY. Judy Seymour, 01884 255734. 

Thorverton Organisations 
 

Amateur Dramatic Society Chair: Simon Ette, 861349 
  Secretary: Tori Elston, 881969 
  Meetings - Last Wednesday of each month at the W.I. Hut. 

Art Group  Barrie Phillips, Crossmead, School Lane, Thorverton. 860529  
  Meet Fridays during term-time at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 am-12.00. 

Arts Exchange Louise Page, Campion Cottage, Jerico St, 860509. 
  Monthly meetings in members' homes at 8.0 pm. (see Diary) 

Association Football Club Chairman: Andy Harris, 01392 851664 
  Secretary: David Gregory, 2 The Orchard, Brampford Speke, 841803. 

Bridge Circle Graeme Culshaw, 3 The Glebe, Thorverton 860203.  
  Meets 1st/3rd/5th Thursdays at the W.I. Hut from 7.00 p.m.. 
Meet Fridays during term-time at the W.I. Hut, 5.30-7.00 pm. 

Cricket Club Chair: Charles Kislingbury, Arley House, 19 Church St, Silverton. 860270 
    Secretary: M C Denford, 14 Moorlands, Tiverton EX16 6UF 01884 255076 
  Fixture Sec: J Meredith, 190 Mincinglake Rd, Exeter EX4 7DS 01392 272504 

Focus Magazine Chair: Michael Ayre, Ratcliffe Farm, Thorverton. 
  Editor: Neville Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062. 
  Secretary: Jane Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062. 
  Treasurer: Bob Swaffield, Schiehallion, School Lane, Thorverton 01392 860309 

Friends of Silverton & Thorverton Surgeries 

  Coffee Mornings in the Lamb Inn, Silverton 
  Held at 10-12 md on the LAST THURSDAY of every month except December.  

Golf Society Players of Thorverton Care of Exeter Inn, 01392 860206 

History Society Chair: Bill Stamper, Dunelm, Raddon, Thorverton. 860214 
  Programme Secretary: Beryl Coe, 5 The Glebe, Thorverton 860876. 

Ladies Group Meet 2nd Thursday of month, (Venue and time - see Focus Notices). 

Memorial Hall Committee Chair/Key holder/Bookings:Mr Mike Shelton. Fir Tree House,  
     Bullen Street. 861027. 

Memorial Hall Market 2nd Saturday of the month, at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 - 11.00 am. 

Thorverton Pre-School Contact: Sarah Mitchell (chair): 860450. 
  Mon 9.15am-11.45am, & 12.45pm-3.15pm & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm, 
  Tues/Weds 9.15am-11.45am & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm,  
  Thurs 9.15-11.45am; 12.45pm- 3.15pm & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm. during term-time, at Memorial Hall. 
Thorverton Ambling, Rambling and Tramping Society (TARTS) 
  Contacts : Caroline Prince 07749 775304 or Graeme Culshaw 860203 
  See notices of walks in Old Post Office Window Bullen Street. 

 Thorverton Brownies Hannah James 07716 013284, Lisa Browning 860609 
  

Toddler Group Contact : Hannah Calder 860808 
  Wednesdays, during term-time, at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 a.m.-11.30.  

Rainbows  Contact Jean Pearn 860105, Penny Fice 861136,  
  Term-time, Tuesdays 4-5 pm at the W.I. Hut. 

Royal British Legion Chairman / Hon. sec: Bill Stamper, Dunelm, Raddon, Thorverton. 860214 
  Hon. Treasurer: Emmie Aird. 

Women's Institute Secretary: Susan Maguire 01392 860631 
  Bookings: Susan Maguire 01392 860631. 
  W.I. Meeting. 1st Tuesday of the month at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
  Whist, 3rd Tuesday of the month, at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 

W.I. Market & Coffee  4th Saturday of the month at the W.I. Hut. 10.00 am. to 11.00 am. 
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Doctors' Surgeries 
 

THE EXE VALLEY PRACTICE 
 

Dr JON WRIDE and Dr LYNNE ANDERSON 
 

 The Surgery, The Berry,   The Surgery, 3 Coach Road,  

 THORVERTON EX5 5NT  SILVERTON EX5 4JL 
 Tel: 01392 860273 (24 hours)  Tel: 01392 860176 (in surgery hours) 
 Fax: 01392 860654  Fax: 01392 861598 

www.exevalleypractice.co.uk 

Surgery Hours 
 

Mon. 3.00 - 5.15   Mon. 9.00 - 11.45  
Tue. 2.45 - 5.15     Tue. 9.00 - 11.45  
Wed. 9.00 - 11.00  Wed. 3:30 - 5:45  
Thu. 3.00 - 5.45 Thu. 9.00 - 11.30  
Fri. 3.00 - 5.45   Fri. 9.00 - 11.30 
 

There are no surgeries on Saturday and Sunday, but a doctor will be on call for emergencies only  

on 01392 860273. 

The Dispensaries are OPEN at the following times 

 
Mon. 8.30 - 1.00 & 2.00 - 6.00    Mon.  8.45 - 12.30 
Tue. 8.30 - 1.00 & 2.00 - 6.00    Tue.  8.45 - 12.30 
Wed. 8.30 - 1.00 & 2.00 - 5.00   Wed.  3.00 - 6.00 
Thu. 8.30 - 1.00 & 2.00 - 6.00  Thu.  8.45 - 1.00 
Fri. 8.30 - 1.00 & 2.00 - 6.00  Fri.   8.45 - 12.30 
 

REPEAT PRESCRIPTIONS (Monday - Friday) Please note that 48 hours notice is required for ALL 
repeat prescriptions. Repeat Prescription line: 01392 861622 
 

 

 

WYNDHAM HOUSE SURGERY, Fore Street, SILVERTON, EX5 4HZ 
Telephone 01392 860034 www.wyndhamhousesurgery.co.uk 

Please note The doctors are happy to speak to you on the phone instead of an appointment. Please 
request this from reception when you telephone. 

 

 Dr Jonathan 

Stead 

Dr Anthony 

O'Brien 

Dr Emma 

Ziegler 

Dr Becky 

Payne 
Mon  09.00-10.30 

15.00-17.30 
09.00-10.30 

14.00-16.00 

09.00-10.30 

15.00-17.00 
Tues 09.00-11.00 

15.30-1730 
09.00-11.00 

 
 09.00-11.00 

14.00-16.00 

Wed  09.00-10.30 

14.00-16.00 
09.00-11.00 

15.00-17.00 
 

Thurs 09.00-11.00 

15.30-1730 
 09.00-11.00 09.00-10.00 

14.00-16.00 
Fri  09.00-11.00  09.00-11.00 

*15.00-16.00 

(Urgent cases only)* 
Please note that the Doctors are very happy to speak to you on the phone instead of an appointment, just ask reception to organise 

this for you. 

You can also communicate with them via email if you want to wyndhamhouse.surgery@nhs.net 

 

Dispensary opening hours 9 – 12 noon and 2.30 – 6pm (5pm on Fridays) 

Please do not come to collect repeat medication between 12 noon and 2.30 unless by prior arrangement with reception thank you 
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Waste Collection Dates for 2011 
 

a) Recycling and brown bins   b) General refuse 

 

Generally on Mondays unless stated 

 

May 9 and 23       May 3 (Tues), 16 and 31 (Tues) 

June 6 and 20       June 13 and 27 

July 4 and 18      July 11 and 25 

August 1, 15 and 30 (Tues)     August 8 and 22 

September 12 and 26      September 5 and 19 

October 10 and 24      October 3, 17 and 31 

November 7 and 21      November 14 and 28 

December 5 and 19      December 12 and 28 (Wed) 

 

 

Mobile Library  
Thursdays, fortnightly, from 16.05 - 16.50 in the Quarry Car Park by Thorverton Post Office). 

May 12 & 26    

Jun 9 and 23    

Jul 7 & 21 

Aug 4 & 18    

Sep 1, 15 & 29    

Oct 13 & 27    

Nov 10 & 24    

Dec 8 & 22 

 

 

 

Bus services 
Turner's Tours / Carmel Coaches (bus 678) Mon-Fri. 10.09 from The Berry and the Baptist Chapel.  

Return 13.35 from Exeter bus station, Stand 5. 

 

Stagecoach (service 55B) Mon-Sat (except Bank Holidays)  

To Tiverton: 07.55, 10.10, 12.10, 14.10, 16.12, 17.24 (except Saturdays), 18.12 from The Berry and Broadlands.  

Return from Tiverton bus station: 07.35 (07.40 on Saturdays), 08.45, 10.45, 12.45, 14.45, 15.55 (except 

Saturdays), 16.45, 17.45. 

 

To Exeter: 08.00 (08.05 on Saturdays), 09.10, 11.10, 13.10, 15.10, 16.20 (except Saturdays), 17.10, 18.10 from 

The Berry and Broadlands.  

Return from Exeter bus station: 07.30, 09.45, 11.45, 13.45, 15.45, 17.00 (except Saturdays), 17.45  

 

Stagecoach 55 service runs every half-hour in each direction along the Exeter-Tiverton road, stopping at the 

Thorverton turn (the Ruffwell). Please consult Stagecoach 55 Group timetable for details of this service. 

 

Stagecoach free service to Somerfield's, Broadclyst, from Broadlands on Tuesdays 14.00. 

 

Stagecoach offers a variety of concessions for regular commuters, shoppers, children, students and jobseekers as 

well as one-day unlimited-use Explorer tickets. Further details from Stagecoach: 01392 427711 or 01803 664500 

or www.stagecoachbus.com or www.devon.gov.uk/devonbus. 

 

Devonbus Timetable Information: call Traveline 0871 200 2233 Timetables available at the Post Office 
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Diary 2011 
Please notify FOCUS Editor of additions or changes. 

(Email: focusonthorverton@yahoo.co.uk or phone Neville Lane on 861062) 

 

 

MAY  

Thurs 5
th
 District Council elections 

Fri 6
th
  Thorverton Art Group new term starts at Memorial Hall 9.30am 

Sun 8
th
  John Lee‟s Gas Up at Sunnymead, Thorverton from 10.00am onwards 

Tues 10
th
 – Sat 14

th 
Church Week and 41

st
 East Devon Arts Festival, Thorverton Parish Church 

Wed 11
th
 Church Week Treasure Hunt from The Bury starting 6.30-7.30pm 

Sat 14
th
  Saturday Market at the Memorial Hall 9.30-11 am 

Sat 14
th
  Church Week Fair, 2.30pm start 

Sat 14
th
  TADS Murder Mystery Evening Memorial Hall 7.30pm 

Mon 16
th
-22

nd
  Christian Aid Week 

Thurs 19
th
 Ladies Group Barbecue at Moss Bank, 6.45pm 

Thurs 19
th
 Arts Exchange, Pink, at 25 The Glebe, 8 pm 

Sat 21
st
  PTFA Event (TBA) 

Fri 27
th
  History Society, Douglas Skinner – The Diaries of a Devon Thatcher, at the WI Hut, 7.30 pm 

Sat 28
th
  WI Market, coffee morning and Plant Swap Shop at the WI Hut 10-11 am 

 

JUNE 

Sat 4
th
  Coffee Morning for Thorverton and Silverton Surgeries WI Hut 10.00-12.00am 

Thurs 9
th
 Arts Exchange, Stange Experiences, at Newcourt Farmhouse, Silverton, 8 pm 

Sat 11
th
 and Sun 12

th
 Thorverton Country Show 

Fri 17
th 

 PTFA Bag2 School Collection 

Fri 24
th
  History Society, Afternoon visit to Cadhay Manor House and Garden 

Sat 25
th
   WI Market and coffee morning at the WI Hut 10-11 am 

Sun 26
th
   Thorverton Open Gardens to raise money for PreSchool 

 

JULY 

Mon 4
th
   Allotment Holders Quarterly Meeting Exeter Inn 7.30pm 

Sat 9
th 

  Saturday Market at the Memorial Hall 9.30-11 am 

Sun 10
th
  Choral Evensong, Thorverton Parish Church, 6.30 pm 

Thurs 21
st
 Arts Exchange, Work, at Pynes House, 8 pm 

 

AUGUST 

Sat 6
th
  WI Trip – Details to follow 


