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At the present time Focus is produced each month except one (August) and is assembled by volunteers on the last 

working day of the month. 

 

The Editor welcomes interesting news items, reports etc. for publication. Items for inclusion in Focus should be 

accompanied by the name of the originator, which may be withheld from print if requested. The aims of Focus are: 

 

 To produce a non-political monthly magazine serving the people of the parish of Thorverton, providing 

them with information on activities in the parish; 

 For the magazine to be one that villagers are proud of; 

 To provide a window for those outside Thorverton to see what the village has to offer; 

 To promote local businesses through advertising; and 

 To run at a small annual profit, but with surplus funds put to support village organisations for the benefit of 

Thorverton residents. 

 

Items for publication, adverts, changes to adverts, Diary entries, changes to Thorverton Information lists should be 

sent to the Editor, preferably as plain text in an email, or as a Word doc file or a pdf file email attachment (to 

focusonthorverton@yahoo.co.uk) by the 20
th
 of the month prior to publication please. 

Computer file formats: We prefer plain text files: .ODT files, .DOC files, .RTF files and .WPS files because our 

production team have software that can read such files. BMP and JPEG files are preferred for advertisements and 

pictures.  

 

Advertisments and Notices 

 

Poster Type Advertisements: maximum size is half an A4 page.  Text for advertisements should be prepared as 

near as possible to how it is intended to appear.  Pictures must be supplied as required on the advertisement. 

 

COMMERCIAL ADVERTISEMENTS 

 

The following advertising charges apply: 

 

 Maximum dimensions COST per ENTRY FULL YEAR (11 entries) 

Half page 18.2 cm x 12.2 cm £5.00   £50.00 

Quarter page 8.5 cm x 12.2 cm £2.50   £25.00 

One-eighth page 8.5 cm x 5.8 cm  £1.50   £15.00 

 

LOCAL ORGANISATION and CHARITIES ADVERTISEMENTS 

  COST per ENTRY 

Half page   £3.00 

Quarter or one-eighth page   free of charge 

 

Front cover: East Devon Arts Festival poster 

 

The opinions and views expressed by contributors within the magazine are not necessarily those of Focus 

producers or of the Focus Committee. 

mailto:focusonthorverton@yahoo.co.uk
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Editorial 
 

I often say that there is a lot going on in and around 

Thorverton, but I believe that this spring looks like 

being busier than ever.  I have found myself torn 

between our Arts Festival, Church Festival and 

Diamond Jubilee events, with the Country Show not 

far away and the Olympics on the horizon.  I try to 

put in almost everything that I am given for Focus, 

provided that it relates to something of local interest, 

but for a rare change I have had to be a little bit 

selective in order that those hand-stapling this 

together might be physically able to get a staple 

through the magazine.  If you did provide me with 

something that I have held over until next month, it 

may be as well to send me a reminder in May. 

 

If I can pick out one event that you might otherwise 

miss, it is the village photo at 1.30pm on Saturday 

19
th
 May.  It would be really good to have a large 

turn-out for this as these photos are so interesting to 

look back on.  I have reproduced the photo from 

1981 (please correct me if that is not the correct year) 

on page 22 in this Focus. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A couple of months ago I mentioned that I would 

welcome any poems on the theme of the Queen’s 

Diamond Jubilee or the Olympics and that I would 

give a prize to anyone who submitted a poem that we 

printed.  Well, so far I only owe our regular poet, 

Doreen Beer, anything at all.  Doreen’s poem is on 

page 31.  Come on Thorverton, surely some of you 

must be able to come up with something!  With the 

recent spell of very showery – if not to say simply 

wet – weather forcing us to stay inside more than we 

might otherwise have done, I am expecting to receive 

a barrage of poems over the next week or two.    

 

Finally, I would like to point out the notice, also on 

page 31, offering funding for the benefit of the 

village.  Focus does not aim to make a profit and we 

are very keen that what excess funds we do have 

should be made available to benefit the village.  We 

are happy to consider any requests for funding. 

 

Neville Lane, Editor 
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Letters  

 

From Olivia Seaman, who lives in East Anglia 

  

I came across Focus while visiting my son, Robert, in 

The Glebe.  It's a fascinating magazine which I now 

follow online.  It shows a social cohesion hard to find 

anywhere else. 

  

Of particular interest are the various associations that 

seem to engage the whole village and for me 

personally, the Legal Eagle page where Clive 

Hamblin makes law so easy to follow.  I share it with 

my niece, a fledgling lawyer.  Members of the Arts 

Exchange have become long distance friends: all 

thanks to Focus. 

 

Gosh, thanks Olivia.  I am passing your contribution 

to Rob Purvis as it is he who maintains our copies on 

the internet (at thorverton.net). 

 

 

From Karen Devaraj, Chair of Governors, Silverton 

Primary School 

 

Response to the Thorverton School news in the April 

Focus Magazine about changes in the catering 

arrangements at Thorverton School. 

 We would like to clarify Silverton School's decision 

not to have school meals provided by Devon Norse 

catering (from Thorverton School kitchen).  Earlier 

this year, we were informed by our caterers Devon 

Norse that it was not cost effective for Thorverton 

School to provide meals for us and in future 

Silverton's meals would be provided by Devon Norse 

from a school in Cullompton.  Devon Norse were 

unable to tell us which school would be our meals 

provider.  This information, and the significant 

uncertainty about Devon Norse costings, lead 

Silverton School Governing Body to make alternative 

catering arrangements. 

We wish Thorverton School every success as part of 

the “Exe Valley Federation” and hope for future 

opportunities when we can work together. 

 

 

 

News reaches me that Martina Hamblin has recently 

been granted British citizenship.  Martina was born 

in Cologne in Germany and moved to this country in 

1989.  She married Clive in 2003 and they live in The 

Bury.   Congratulations Martina.  Ed. 

 

Unusual Objects – No. 1 
Do you know what this object below is?  Can you tell 

Focus readers something about it?  What I can say by 

way of background is that it is about 6” (15 cm) tall, 

made of iron (a bit rusty) and belonged to one of my 

dear wife’s ancestors. 

 

If you have an unusual object, please send a photo to 

me for inclusion in Focus – Ed. 
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Thorverton Parish Council  

 

Report of the April meeting of the Parish 

Council 
 

   
 

 
Housing Matters 

Mr J Guscott, Head of Planning at Mid Devon District Council, would attend the May meeting of the Parish 

Council. In the meanwhile, the Council would enquire of MDDC how it would view an application to build a 

mixed housing development outside the settlement line, given that the National Planning Policy Framework had 

recently been published. 

 

Planning Matters 

Council considered three applications:- 

(i)Ref 12/00254/FULL. Erection of an extension at rear. Yeytallic, 3 Jericho Street. 

(ii)Ref 12/00428/FULL. Installation of dormer windows and other works. Ford Meadow Farm. 

(iii)Ref 12/00512/FULL. Variation of condition (2) of planning permission 11/00618/FULL to allow the 

substitution of revised drawings. Bell House. 

 

One planning decision and listed building consent was noted:- 

Ref 12/0081/FULL and 12/0082/LBC. Erection of roof over existing open area of courtyard between former pigsty 

and open-ended shed; land and buildings at Chilton. Approved/granted. 

 

Highways 

It was noted that vehicles parked at the side of the road between Berry Dairy and Bridge House are causing 

difficulties for other drivers, particularly those turning into or out of Jericho Street.  Anyone who is doing this is 

asked to park elsewhere please. 

 

Parish Maintenance 

Cllr Woodhouse volunteered to cut back the brambles which are growing over the wall at Barliabins into Dark 

Lane. Council would write to a small number of allotment holders whose plots required some further attention.  

Council approved the letting of the one vacant allotment to a parishioner. 

 

Additional burial space 

The Council is to contact MDDC for advice regarding how best to arrange a geological survey for the suggested 

site at Dark Lane. 

 

Other Matters 

MDDC has updated its useful and informative publication “A Service Users’ Guide”.  For more information please 

see the Parish Notice Board or leaflets in the post office portakabin. 

 

Next meeting 

The next meeting of the Parish Council, which is the Annual Council Meeting, will take place in the memorial Hall 

on Tuesday, 8
th
 May 2012 at 7.30pm.  

 

An agenda is displayed on the Parish Notice Board prior to meetings and minutes are displayed once they have 

been approved by Councillors. 

 

Jane Lane, Parish Clerk 

 

Telephone: 01392 861062, email:Thorvertonclerk@aol.com 
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Notice Board  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Art & Craft FAIR 
Top quality art and craft work with no commission 

charges 

 

Whitestone Parish Hall (EX4 2JS) 

Sunday 13th May 2012  

  10am to 4pm 
 

FREE ADMISSION  -  TEAS  -  CAKES 

 
 For directions to Whitestone please visit our website 

at: www.whitestone-devon.org.uk 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Thorverton Church Consort Practices 
Thursdays from 7.45 to 9.00 pm in church 

 

May 3
rd

, 17
th

, 31
st
 

June 21
st
, 28

th
 

July 12th 

 

Thorverton Church Junior Consort 
Practices 
Mondays from 3.30 to 4.30 p.m. in school  

 

May 14
th
, 28

th
 

June 11
th
, 18

th
 

 

For more information please contact Mary Thomas, 

01392 860730 

 

 

Thorverton Arts Exchange 
 

At Arts Exchange meetings we share our enthusiasms 

for writing, music, painting, film, craft etc. with one 

another. 

 

Usually there is a theme to our choices, but 

occasionally an individual member will take 

responsibility for a whole evening. 

 

The meetings take place in members' homes on 

Thursdays at 8.00 pm. The next meetings are: 

 

May 24   Memory Cubberley House 

June 14   Shadow    Newcourt Farmhouse  

     (Silverton )                

July 26  Footprints  25 The Glebe 

Sept 27  Randomness   Campion Cottage  

 

New members are always welcome. For further 

information contact Louise Page or Rob Purvis, 

Campion Cottage 860509. 

 

 

 TAG  
Thorverton Art Group 

 

FRIDAYS FROM 9:30 

THORVERTON MEMORIAL HALL 

 

NEW MEMBERS WELCOME 
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Sylv and Anne’s 
 

Chatter Café 
 

at the WI Hut from 2-30 to 4-30 

 

Every Monday excluding Bank Holidays 

 
  

 

 

Hall Available for Hire 

 

Do you need a small venue for a 

children’s party or a meeting? 

 

The Women’s Institute Hall is available 

for hire at reasonable rates. 

 

Please contact Sue Maguire on 01392 

860631 for more information and to book. 
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Clarinet Group 

 
 

Meets every Thursday morning – new members 

welcome Contact Peter Mason 860727 
 

 

Thursday May 24
th

  

at 7.30 p.m. 

 

Haydn’s “Creation” 

 

in Exeter Cathedral 
 

This popular and inspiring work will be performed by 

the Exeter Philharmonic Choir under the direction of 

Andrew Millington with orchestral accompaniment 

and professional soloists. 

 

Further information is available on the choir’s 

website: www.exephil.org.uk 

 
 
 
 

Floral Event at Crediton Parish Church 
 

The annual Exhibition with Flowers this year at 

Crediton Parish Church takes place from  

 

Saturday 26th until Thursday 31st May 
 

This is a week earlier than normal so as not to clash 

with the national and local celebrations being 

organised to mark the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee.  

The theme this year is ‘Eyes On London’ which will 

focus on events, people and places associated with 

the capital.  

 

The Exhibition opening hours are 10.30am – 8.00pm 

(Sat, Mon, Tues and Wed), 11.30am – 6pm (Sun) and 

10.30am – 5pm (Thurs).   

 

In addition to the floral exhibition there will be an art 

exhibition and sale, stalls, short evening concerts 

beginning at 7pm (except Sun Festival Evensong at 

6pm), tours of the church (12noon and 3pm, {Sun 

3pm only}) and refreshments in the Boniface Centre 

until 5pm.  Both nearby parking and admission will 

be free.  Further information is available from 01363 

772865. All the funds raised at the Exhibition with 

Flowers go towards the ongoing upkeep and 

restoration of this large internationally important 

Grade 1 listed parish church.  

 

 

Queen’s Jubilee 
 

Table Top Sale 
 

Memorial Hall-  Friday May 11th 

 

£5.00 per table 

6pm for 6.30 start 

 

 

  

Great Village Clean-Up 

May 12
th

 

 
Volunteers needed young and old with brooms, 

buckets. wheelbarrows etc to clean pavements, 

signs, gardens. 

 

Meet at Exeter Inn 11am 

(Call Jackie 860597) 

 

 

http://www.exephil.org.uk/
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Silverton & Exe Valley Seniors 

May 2012 Newsletter 

 

 
 

We welcome membership (Annual cost £5) from anyone 

over 50 living in Silverton and surrounding Exe Valley 

villages.  There are social activities each month including 

Coffee Mornings, Whist, Outings and Club Holidays.  

 

10
th

 MAY: SLIMBRIDGE WETLANDS CENTRE & 

BERKELEY CASTLE.  By popular request (top on our 

recent “where to go” poll) we travel first, leaving Silverton 

at 0830, to the Slimbridge Wetlands Centre – the 

internationally protected wild life reserve on the banks of 

the River Severn and home to thousands of migratory 

birds, mammals, plants and amphibians.   We complete the 

day with a visit to the stunning nearby Berkeley Castle – a 

medieval fortress but still a real home in which the 

Berkeley family has lived for 900 years – and gardens. 

Outing cost £25. 

 

NEXT MONTH: 13
th

 JUNE WEST SOMERSET 

RAILWAY & EXMOOR EXCURSION 

Departing Silverton at 0830 we travel to Bishops Lydeard 

to catch the 1025 steam train to Minehead on the old Great 

Western Railway branch line travelling through the 

Brendon & Quantock Hills arriving at Minehead in time 

for lunch.  In the afternoon our coach will take us to see 

some of the loveliest parts of Exmoor stopping for tea at 

the Bridge Café at Winsford.  Cost of train and coach £20. 

 

WHIST:    Will be played on Monday afternoons at St 

Mary’s Church Hall Silverton between 2 and 4 PM on the 

30
th

 April & May 14 and 28.  £2 entrance includes tea & 

biscuits (sometimes cakes!) and raffle.  Do come along 

and join us.  It’s fun (if you can’t play we will teach you) 

and helps keep the brain active!   

 

COFFEE MORNING   Our Monthly coffee morning will 

be on Tuesday 15
th

 May between 1000-1130 at St Mary’s 

Church Hall.  An opportunity to book for events and meet 

friends! Entrance £0.50 includes Tea/Coffee 

 2012 Club Holidays – £275 (shared room) Single Room 

£25 extra 

WELSH BORDERS (21-25 May) staying at the 3 Star 

Beaufort Park Hotel at Mold in North Wales inclusive of 

excursions to Llangollen, Chester, Shropshire. 

 

BOURNEMOUTH, NEW FOREST & ISLE OF 

WIGHT (8
th

-12
th

 October).   

Staying at the 3 Star Cliffeside Hotel on the prestigious 

East Cliffs. 

 

Please contact the Secretary for membership or details of 

Club events: Martin Clough 38 Hederman Close Silverton 

EX5 4HW 01392 860971 
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11
th

 ANNUAL VINTAGE 

GAS-UP 
 

Sunnymead, Thorverton, Exeter, EX5 5PJ 

 

Sunday 13
th

 May– From 10am 
 

FREE ENTRY 

 

Displays of Vintage Tractors, Stationary 

Engines, Steam Engines, Motor Bikes, 

Military Vehicles, Cars and Horticultural 

Equipment 

 

Further entries welcome 

 

Free Children’s Bouncy Castle  

 

Also Stalls, Refreshments & Large Draw  

 

Donations & Proceeds to Hospiscare & 

Thorverton Surgery 

 

Enquiries to 01392 860317/861449 

 

MAMMA MIA! 

Saturday  26
th

 May 

Bring your own picnic to eat in the garden 

from 6.30 pm 

Dress Up        ABBA Look-alike Competition      

Judged at 7.15 

 

 Film Starts   @ 7:30pm 
 

Tickets available from Not the Village Shop 

and The Thorverton Arms 

Family   £12      

Adults    £5 each  

Children 16 and under £3 each          

Information 01392 860523 
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Byway Woods – your community woodland? 
 
Do you want to explore and experience the mature oak and ash bluebell woodlands, prize-
winning wildflower meadows and new broadleaf plantings, wildlife ponds and stunning 
views across the Exe valley? 
 
and would you like to be involved and influence how they are used and developed in the future? 

 

Then come alongon May 3rd to Bickleigh Village Hall at 7pm 
 
have some coffee and cake and join in a discussion with John and Jan Greenslade, the 
Silvanus Trust and Involve about how the Greenslade’s Byway woodlands near Bickleigh could 
become your Community Woodland. 
 
To register your interest and to be kept informed (whether or not you can come) contact Sarah 
Vaughan: sarah.vaughan@silvanus.org.uk Tel: 01362 466 808 

 

 

Diamond Jubilee Events  
 

 

3
rd

 June  Free Lunch for Senior Citizens (see separate notice) 

 

4
th

 June  Start with Fancy Dress at the Rec then the Street Party. Followed later with the BBQ at the 

Hall and Fireworks! 

 
 

 
 

Working locally to support 

anyone affected by cancer 

face to face 

 

What we do? 

. FORCE offers a range of support & information 

services 

to cancer patients & their families/carers free of 

charge 

. Provides state of the art equipment for cancer 

treatments 

. Funds pioneering local cancer research 

within the Peninsula Medical School 

 

To find out more about FORCE just drop into the 

FORCE Cancer Support Centre 

Corner House, Barrack Road,  Exeter, EX2 5DW 

Open Mon to Fri 9.30am – 4.30pm (until 6.30pm 

Weds) 

or Tel 01392 406151 

www.forcecancercharity.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The funeral of the late Enid Andrews 
will be held on Thursday 3rd May 
2012, at 10am, in St Peters Chapel 
at Exeter & Devon Crematorium.  All 
are welcome, and afterwards at the 
Exeter Inn Thorverton. 

 

No flowers please, donations to 
RSPB 

mailto:sarah.vaughan@silvanus.org.uk
http://www.forcecancercharity.co.uk/
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Thorverton Church Festival Events in May 
 

 
 

 

 
Tues 1

st
 Exeter Singers performing a wide range of music and spoken word in the church 

at 7.30 pm  

 

Tues15
th 

– Sat 19
th

 Arts Festival in church with refreshments, lunches and teas from 10 am to 8.30 pm 

(4.30 pm on Saturday) 

 Display of art by the children of Thorverton Church of England Primary 

School in the Thorverton Arms from noon to 8.30 pm 

 

Sat 19
th

 Thorverton Village Jubilee Photograph at 2 pm outside the Thorverton Arms 

(bouncy castle and barbecue from noon) followed by: 

Church Fair with stalls, sideshows and music in The Bury 

 

Wed 23
rd

 Stroll over to Fair Oak and enjoy a meal under the amazing oak tree. Meet in The 

Bury at 6 pm 

 

Sat 26
th

 Mama Mia Family Film Night in the memorial hall Sing along to a showing of 

the film at 7.30 pm. Abba Look-alikes judging at 7.15 pm. Bring your own 

picnic and refreshments from 6.30 pm to enjoy outside (inside if wet).  

 
Tickets available from the Thorverton Arms, Not the village shop and as stated in individual adverts. 

 

HELP WELCOMED FOR Thorverton Church Festival Events in May 

Please see the list of events elsewhere in Focus. If you would like to help in any way, please contact 

Allison Toogood at the Thorverton Arms (860205) who will put you in touch with the right person. 

We would especially welcome support with the Church Fair on Saturday 19
th

 May 2.154.30pm. We 

would like as many stalls and especially sideshows as possible to entertain everyone after the village 

photograph. So please be in touch with bright ideas or other offers. 

Donations for the following stalls/stallholders would also be very welcome: 

 Bric-a-brac including china, glass etc  Marjorie Maynard 

 Cakes etc      Bring on the day 

 Plants, vegetables, cut flowers   Barbara Uglow 

 Children’s books/toys    Allison Toogood 

 
 

 

We have organised a wide range of community events 

this year. Please see the adverts for the individual 

events for more details and join in as much as you can. 

All monies raised from the events, after covering costs, 

will help to run and maintain our beautiful church for 

everyone in the village and beyond to enjoy.  
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Are you 70 or over?  
 
Would you like to come and join us on Sunday 3rd June for a Free Sunday Roast at the 
Memorial Hall. 
 
We do hope that we can cover the cost if however lots of you want to come and join us we 
might have to make a nominal charge. 
 
Please fill out the return slip: 
 
Name   …………………………………….. 
Address ………………………………………… 
              …………………………………………. 
              …………………………………………. 
Tel no:  ………………………… 
 
Or ring & let us know. 
 
And return to Sallie Hayes 2 Cleaves Close (860681) or Lou Helley 22 Bullens Close (860131) 

 

Cadbury Fun Run 
This year the 27th Annual Cadbury Charity Fun Run 

and walk is moving from September and will be held 

on Saturday 12th May!  

 

May is one of the most beautiful months of the year 

at Fursdon and apart from the change of date the rest 

of the run/walk will remain in the usual format. The 

route is approximately three to four miles long with 

spectacular views of the surrounding countryside 

across fields, paths and through woodland. It will 

start and finish at Fursdon Coach Hall and 

registration will take place from 1.30pm for a Race 

start time of 2.30pm. For more details about how to 

get to Fursdon House please take a look at 

www.fursdon.co.uk.  

 Drinks will be available half way and there will be 

refreshments to welcome hungry walkers back at the 

end. The entry fee will be £5 for over 16s, £2 for 

children (under 16) and last but not least £1 per dog! 

The proceeds will be split between Cadbury Church 

and our nominated charity this year which is Tiverton 

Hospice. Supported by Hospiscare who are 

celebrating 30 years of caring in Devon, Tiverton 

Hospice is a day centre that was opened eight months 

ago and is providing high-quality care and dedicated 

support to people who are terminally ill. For more 

information please see http://www.hospiscare.co.uk/ 

This year we have launched a Hospiscare Just Giving 

page if you are unable to attend but would still like to 

donate http://www.justgiving.com/Cadburyfunrun  

(donations to Cadbury Church can be sent by cheque 

made out to Cadbury PCC). 

Please join us in supporting these worthwhile 

charities whilst having an enjoyable day out. We look 

forward to seeing you on the 12th! 

James and Amy Greig 

http://www.fursdon.co.uk/
http://www.hospiscare.co.uk/
http://www.justgiving.com/Cadburyfunrun
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The Exe Valley Film Society 
         

 
 

proudly presents our next screening: 
 

POTICHE (15) 
French with subtitles 

 
THURSDAY 31st May          7.30 for 8.0pm            Brampford Speke Village Hall 

 
Director: Francios Ozon  Starring: Catherine Deneuve, Gerard Depardieu 
          
This film made in 2010 tells the story of a trophy wife who takes over the family business when her 
husband is held hostage by his striking employees. The arrival of her ex-lover as a union official adds 
further complications in this compelling, highly acclaimed film. 
 

All welcome – members free, non-members £5. Bring a bottle, a snack if you wish and enjoy the 

friendly, relaxed, candle-lit atmosphere & free popcorn!  
Enquiries:  01392 840072 

                    

 
House-swap in Colchester or France 

 
Saturday 11 – Saturday 18 August 2012 

 

House-swap available for above week in either: 

 

  a 3-bed town house in Colchester, 10 minutes walk 

from town centre, close to Essex coast and Suffolk 

countryside for walks, cycling, etc, 50 minutes from 

London Liverpool St. Station, (and even closer to 

Olympics area) or  

 

 a 5-bed house in the small village of Avilly St 

Leonard near Chantilly, 30 minutes train north of 

Paris: beautiful area for walks, cycling, historic 

villages/towns. 

 

We have family coming to stay and want to find extra local 

accommodation for them.  

For further information, contact Robert and Serena 

Stephenson on 01363 775102 or email 

stephenson@raddon.org.uk  

 

(Sorry, no room for your pets in either property.) 

 

mailto:stephenson@raddon.org.uk
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Parish Church Services and News  

May 2012 SERVICES & INFORMATION 

The Netherexe Parishes - A Mission Community in the Diocese of Exeter 

 

6 May 2012 Easter 4    

 

08:00 am Holy Communion    [BCP] Newton St Cyres      DD 

10:00 am Service With A Smile  ☺ Brampford Speke  Lay-Led  

10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Poltimore   JD 

10:00 am Service of The Word    Stoke Canon  Lay-Led  

10:00 am Holy Communion   [C]  Thorverton                           DC & DD 

 & Thanksgiving for Marriage  

11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Rewe                                Alan Simmonds

  

06:30 pm Evening Prayer  [BCP] Cadbury  DC 

06:30 pm Service of The Word   Newton St Cyres  DD 

 

 

13 May 2012  Easter 5 

 

10:00 am Family Service of The Word & Baptism ☺ Newton St Cyres  SS 

10:00 am Holy Communion & Baptism  [C] Stoke Canon                           DD & DC 

11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Upton Pyne  JD 

03:00 pm Evening Prayer & Installation of Prebendaries Exeter Cathedral  

 Including the Revd Douglas Dettmer – all are welcome to attend 

 

 

17 May 2012  Mission Community Service at Huxham; Ascension Day 

 

07:00 pm Holy Communion  [C] Huxham  JD & DD 

 Followed by gathering at the community-run Stoke Canon Inn, where supper can be purchased  

 

 

20 May 2012  Sunday after Ascension Day  

 

09:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Brampford Speke  DD 

10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Cadbury H Whitty 

10:00 am  Service of The Word   Poltimore  Lay-Led  

10:00 am Service of The Word Festival   Thorverton  DD 

   Joint with Baptist Church 

11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Rewe DC 

05:00 pm Holy Communion  [C] Stoke Canon  JD & DC 

 

 

27 May 2012  Whitsunday [Day of Pentecost] 

 

09:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Huxham  DC 

10:00 am Service of The Word   Cadbury Lay-Led 

10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Newton St Cyres  JD 

10:00 am Family Service  ☺ Thorverton  Lay-Led  

10:00 am Service of The Word   Upton Pyne  Lay-Led  

11:15 am Service of The Word   Rewe Lay-Led  

03:00 pm Evening Prayer  [BCP] Netherexe DC 

06:30 pm Evening Prayer  [BCP] Poltimore  JD 
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3 June 2012  Trinity Sunday [The Queen’s Jubilee] 

 

09:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Upton Pyne      DC 

10:00 am Service With A Smile  ☺ Brampford Speke            Lay-Led & DC 

10:00 am Service of The Word    Stoke Canon  Lay-Led  

10:00 am Holy Communion & Baptism  [C] Thorverton  DD 

11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Rewe JD 

06:00 pm Songs of Praise   Poltimore  DC 

06:30 pm Evening Prayer  [BCP] Cadbury JD 

06:30 pm Evening Prayer  [BCP] Newton St Cyres  DD 

 

Services in the Netherexe Parishes 
Your parish churches aim to provide a variety of service types to meet the needs of the whole community.  Most 

Sunday services except those early in the morning include hymns and music. Everyone is welcome at all services 

 

Service With A Smile  These Family Services are designed for all ages 

Brampford Speke & Stoke Canon   and with the needs of young children especially in 

And Family Service Thorverton &  mind.  They are informal and contemporary in 

Newton St Cyres   style, often including a children’s activity at the 

  beginning; without communion.  Services usually last 

  about 35 minutes and are followed by refreshments 

Young People’s Group [YPG] Young people’s group meeting during the 10 am 

  Service at Thorverton on the first Sunday of the month 

  in school term time 

Holy Communion  [C] Traditional service in contemporary language [one hour] 

Holy Communion  [T] Traditional service in traditional language [one hour] 

Holy Communion  [BCP] Traditional service in traditional language [one hour] 

Service of The Word  [SW]  Morning or Evening Service [without communion] in 

  contemporary language, often Lay-Led 

Morning Prayer  [BCP] Traditional Morning Service [Mattins] from the Book of 

  Common Prayer [about an hour] 

Evening Prayer or [BCP] Traditional Evening Service from the Book of Common 

Choral Evensong  Prayer [about an hour] 

 

DAILY SERVICES – Usual pattern 

Monday 09:00 am Morning Prayer at Stoke Canon Chapel 

Tuesday 09:00 am Morning Prayer at Thorverton  

Tuesday 06:00 pm Evening Prayer at Rewe 

Wednesday 09:00 am Morning Prayer at Thorverton  

Thursday 09:00 am Morning Prayer at Thorverton  

Thursday 05:00 pm Evening Prayer at Newton St Cyres  

Friday 09:00 am Morning Prayer at Thorverton  

Saturday  09:00 am Morning Prayer at Thorverton  

 

Variations:  During May Morning Prayer at Thorverton will be said on the following dates: 

Thu 3
rd

, Fri 4
th
, Sat 5

th
, Fri 11

th
, Thu 17

th
, Wed 23

rd
 and Wed 30

th
. 

Wed 30
th
 May Holy Communion [BCP] will be at 09:30 am  

 

Who’s Who …..? Abbreviations Key 

 

DD The Revd  Douglas Dettmer  Rector   01392 860332 

SS The Revd  Preb Sue Sheppard  Associate Minister 01392 841284 

JD The Revd  Julia Dallen   Assistant Curate 01392 861145  

DC The Revd  Dave Carrington   Assistant Curate 01392 841275 
Family Services of the Word marked ☺ are led by Lay Teams.  

For more information about the Netherexe Parishes please see www.netherexe.org or contact Mrs Margaret Lowe 

[Administrator] Tel: 07594 714590 - Tuesday & Thursday [08:30 – 16:30]  Email: margaret.admin@netherexe.org 

Correspondence: The Netherexe Parishes, PO Box 734, Stoke Canon, Exeter, EX5 4WP. 

http://www.netherexe.org/
mailto:margaret.admin@netherexe.org
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Would you like a lift to church?  May we offer you a lift to the parish church or to a joint service elsewhere?  

For transport to Sunday services  from locations in Thorverton parish, please ring Steve Rendell on 860780.   

For transport to weekday Holy Communion at Thorverton please ring Margaret Turner -Warwick on 861173 

For transport from locations in Newton St Cyres parish please contact Mrs Charlotte Dyer on 01392 851618 

For transport from Rewe please contact Guy Sheppard on 01392 841284. 

 

Parish Letter 
Resurrection 

 
Who or what is Easter about?  In one sense of course 

the answer to that question is simple—Easter is about 

Jesus Christ, who was put to death on a cross and 

raised to life on the third day.  God’s act of raising 

Christ to life from death has always been the heart of 

the Christian ‘good news’ as it is the heart of the 

Christian creed.  The crucified Christ having broken 

the bounds of time and space in the darkness of the 

garden tomb, faith receives and proclaims what the 

human mind, conditioned by time and space, can 

never fully grasp this side of eternity.  More than 

that, the heart reaches out in hope for what this act of 

God means in the life of the world as a whole, and in 

our own lives.  To celebrate Easter is to affirm that 

human hope and trust are ultimately well-placed. 

 

At the same time and in another sense, Easter is 

about ourselves.  Anyone who has received Christian 

baptism—at whatever age—has been immersed in 

the Easter story.  ‘We were buried therefore with him 

by baptism into death’ wrote St Paul, ‘so that as 

Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the 

Father, we too might walk in newness of life’ 

(Romans 6).  Or again, ‘If you have been raised with 

Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, 

seated at the right hand of God: ...compassion, 

kindness, lowliness, meekness, and patience..., 

forbearing and forgiving one another...; and above all 

these put on love, which binds everything together in 

perfect harmony’ (Galatians 3). 

 

When a young person or adult is baptized, sometimes 

(and in some Christian traditions, always) he or she is  

completely immersed in water.  Nothing shows more 

dramatically than this most ancient Christian symbol 

what baptism means—going under the surface of the 

water, being buried with Christ in his death; and 

coming up again, rising out death to real life, the life 

which reflects God’s own personal divine life of self-

giving love.  Even babies baptized in the eastern 

Orthodox churches are always immersed entirely in 

the water of the font; and the size and shape of the 

baptismal fonts in our English parish churches—in 

most of our church buildings in the Netherexe 

parishes, among the most ancient objects they 

contain—reflect the fact that for many centuries this 

was the practice in the English church too and strictly 

speaking remains the norm.  The pouring of water at 

most Church of England baptisms today is meant to 

evoke this, and we do well to bear in mind what it 

means. 

  

For Easter is about you and me; and each of us who 

has been baptized is called to a kind of resurrection—

to a becoming who we truly are, opening ourselves to 

being changed every day into a person who better 

reflects Jesus Christ into whom we were baptized, 

who died and was raised to the glory of God the 

Father and who shows in his dying and rising again 

the fullness of God’s self-giving love.  By the free 

gift of God’s grace, this is a possibility for each of us; 

and though the daily work of resurrection is never 

finished in this life, every day is the day for it to 

begin again.  What better time for such renewal than 

in this season of Easter. 

 

With my best wishes, 

    

Douglas Dettmer, Rector of the Netherexe Parishes 

 
 

Baptist Church 
Come, praise the Lord, all his servants, all who serve 

in His temple. 

Lift your praising hands to the Holy Place, and bless 

God. 

In turn, may God of Zion bless you-God who made 

heaven and earth. 

Some verses from Psalm 134. 

 

Forever-that is a really long time. In fact, eternity is 

so overwhelming, many may wonder what we will be 

doing. Other than eating at God’s banquet and 

worshipping at his throne, won’t we get bored? 

But heaven is not just puffy clouds and flowing 

robes. Whatever our purpose is on earth, it will be 

even more joyous and fulfilling in eternity- because 

there, we will not face any of the hindrances that we 

have here. Rather, we will praise God in creative 

ways we have never dreamed of. 

 

We must not underestimate the overpowering awe of 

being in the magnificent presence of our Creator. He 

is more wonderful than we can ever hope for. We are 

going to love heaven-and it is certain we will never 

want to leave. 

 

Friends at the Baptist Church have said their 

goodbyes to our dear friend Flo Gilpin, recently, and 

we are feeling sad in our loss, but happy for her that 
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she is now in heaven with a wonderful God and all 

her many friends and relations. She will be greatly 

missed by us all, but we hope to meet up with her 

again in the future. 

 

Missionary news from our own Link Missionaries: 

Doctors Andrea and Mark Hotchkin reflect on the 

ups and downs of their first year in Chad and the 

opening of the Guinebor ll hospital.  Many things 

have gone to plan over the last year: unpacking and 

sorting a mountain of supplies from the USA in July 

and a useful trip to Cameroon in August. 

 

Finally, in September it was time to hire a new staff 

for the hospital as we tested 200 candidates for the 

nursing and midwifery posts. 

 

The first bump came when the highest mark on a test 

we thought was basic, was 40 per cent. The following 

practical test for the top 20 per cent proved to be fun, 

with a watermelon masquerading as a buttock 

needing an injection and a ’lady’ made out of 

balloons who was bleeding after childbirth. The last 

piece was a final interview that gave us the 18 

members of staff that we needed. 

 

Bumps soon came thick and fast as Mark had to 

return to England to be investigated for swallowing 

problems; thankfully it was nothing serious. It did, 

however, mean that we opened the hospital two 

weeks late, and the official inauguration had to be 

postponed. On top of that we were unsure if we 

would see our first patients as the staff decided the 

wages were too low and had plans to resign en 

masse. 

 

Finally, at 8-00am, on opening day, the prayer and 

diplomacy began and by 10-00am we saw our first 

patients. Although we were happy to start working, a 

huge bump came when Mark was taken ill the next 

day with what proved to be typhoid, and spent the 

best part of a month in bed. 

 

Although it has been a bumpy road so far, we are 

grateful for the work and staff we do have. Typically 

we have around 20 inpatients, 40 new outpatients, 20 

follow-ups and about one baby born every day. We 

operate about eight surgical cases a week. These are 

not huge numbers but it keeps us busy and you can 

never be quite sure what will happen next.  Please 

pray that we will overcome the bumps and turns, and 

lead others to Jesus in all we do. 

 

The folk at the Baptist Church are very happy to keep 

in touch with Mark and Andrea in their work in 

Chad, and are looking forward to seeing them in 

August when they hope to be able to come home on a 

visit. 

 

We would love to see anyone at any of our Church 

services at 11-00am each Sunday morning, there will 

always be a warm welcome. 

 

Just a reminder that this month we shall see Christian 

Aid Week, please look out for the Collectors, that 

will be calling on you, and please do your best to fill 

their envelopes.  Christian Aid Week gives poor 

communities the tools they need to lift themselves 

out of poverty. We are committed to making the 

money work as hard as it can for those who struggle 

for a better quality of life and for their voices to be 

heard. 

 

Your donations will be used to respond to any 

immediate crisis and also to help increase the long 

term resilience of communities in the region.  Please 

give generously and keep the affected people in your 

thoughts and prayers.  Thank you. 

 

If you can help in any way during this week, please 

contact me, we  always need more help to deliver or 

collect envelopes in your area. 

 

  Phyllis Langdon,  Church Secretary 

 

Christian Aid Week: 13–19 May  
 
Thousands of churches will stand together this 

Christian Aid Week to speak out for change. Some 

100,000 committed volunteers will go out and put 

their faith into action, raising funds to help some of 

the world’s poorest and most vulnerable people. This 

includes Britain’s largest house-to-house collection – 

an extraordinary act of witness, demonstrating to our 

communities that we care about poverty and justice.  

 

This year, Christian Aid Week tells the story of 

remarkable change taking place in a community in 

rural Sierra Leone. Sierra Leone is one of the 

hungriest countries in the world. But helped by 

Christian Aid partner the Methodist Church of Sierra 

Leone (MCSL), some people there have found the 

tools to move beyond hunger and speak out for the 

changes they want to see.   

 

Christian Aid currently works with 507 partner 

organisations in 47 countries around the world. From 

Sierra Leone to Tajikistan, from Kenya to Bolivia, 

we are helping communities to make their voices 

heard and look towards a brighter future.  

 

We believe that poverty is a scandal and that it can be 

ended. In Thorverton this year the churches are 

organising a house-to-house collection and holding 

a joint service on Sunday 20
th

 May in the parish 
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church at 10am. Discover how you can get involved 

by contacting Phyllis Langdon, our Christian Aid 

Week representative, or by visiting caweek.org.  

 

Let’s give the tools to help people in poverty out of poverty. 

 

Thorverton PTFA  
 

Bag2school :  June 

 

Everybody is welcome to get involved in this 

excellent opportunity to have a good clear out AND 

help us raise money for the school. We take items in 

any type of bag and the more we collect the more 

money we raise. Please give good quality clean 

clothes, bedding, curtains, soft toys, belts, handbags 

and shoes (please tie shoes together).  

 

Cake Stall @ The Saturday Market 

 

The cake stall continues to run every month and is 

vital in providing a regular and much needed income 

over the year. Many thanks to those of you who bake 

cakes and/or buy cakes - your support is very much 

appreciated. Cake donations are always very 

welcome and can be brought to school on the Friday. 

Thank you to Carol Pearn for all her hard work with 

managing the stall every month. 

 

The Giving Machine 

 

The school is now registered on TheGivingMachine. 

Every time you shop online with over 360 of the 

UK’s top brands – Amazon, Ebay, John Lewis, Next 

(to name but a few), they will give our school a free 

donation. You don’t have to buy anything you 

wouldn’t normally buy, and it won’t cost you any 

more. To join up please go to  

www.TheGivingMachine.co.uk it’s very simple to do 

and you can then start helping to raise money for the 

school as soon as you shop!  

 

Finally, we would like to thank you for your 

continued support, and we look forward to seeing 

you at our events. 

 

Katie Vanstone, on behalf of Thorverton PTFA    

 

 

Thorverton School 
 

The new Governing Body of the Exe Valley 

Federation (comprising the primary schools of 

Thorverton, Cheriton Fitzpaine and Newton St 

Cyres) met for the first time at QECC College House 

on Tuesday 17
th
 April. Bryony Gilbert was elected as 

Chair of Governors and we began the exciting task of 

developing a vision for the future of our newly 

federated schools. Members of the new Governing 

Body with closest links to Thorverton are Douglas 

Dettmer, Clive Hamblin, Sara Burnand, Allison 

Toogood, Oliver White and myself. 

 

The Governors decided that it was important to form 

an Ethos Committee in each of the three member 

schools, convened by the individual Heads of 

Teaching and Learning, which will be a forum for 

discussing practical ways to sustain and develop the 

individual qualities and values of the school.  

Whilst the majority of members of these committees 

will not be part of the Governing Body, they will be 

able to trigger direct input to both Governors and the 

Executive Headteacher of the Federation, Heather 

Perry. It will also be important for the three Ethos 

Committees to share their ideas with each other so 

that all three schools benefit from their inspiration 

and enthusiasm.  

 

The Governors hope that representatives of our 

parents and members of the Thorverton community 

who have an interest in our village school and its 

future will consider taking part in the Thorverton 

School Ethos Committee and help to ensure that both 

groups feel they are important participants in the 

Federation. If you would like any further information 

about the Committee or would consider joining it, 

please contact either the Head of Teaching and 

Learning at Thorverton School – Mr. Oliver White 

(860374), Allison Toogood (861118) or me 

(860295). Looking forward to hearing from you! 

 

Sarah Crawford, Vice Chair of Governors,  

The Exe Valley Federation 

 

 

Women’s Institute 
We were pleased to see three new faces at our 

meeting on 3rd April at which Gwen Ottery gave a 

very interesting talk on Wiltshire Farm Foods. 

  

We were treated to samples of delicious food and a 

free draw; the lucky winner received a bottle of 

wine.  Wiltshire Farm Foods started about 20 years 

ago.  They make all their own foods in their 

Trowbridge factory, consisting of 250 main meals as 

well as mini meals and a full range of puddings. 

  

There were no other WI events since our last 

meeting.  Hope to see you at our coffee 

morning/market on 26th May. 

  
Barbara O'Higgins 

       

http://www.thegivingmachine.co.uk/
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Ladies Group 
Our usual May Barbecue is being postponed until 

June, because of holidays. There will be NO 

MEETING in May. The new date (please note) will 

be on June 21
st
 and will be held as usual at Moss 

Bank, School Lane, by kind invitation of Beryl and 

Jeff Grace. 

 

Please be there by 6-30pm, and please contact Beryl 

on 860489, as to what you can bring, to help with the 

Barbecue. This will be our last meeting for the 

summer, the next winter session will start on October 

11
th
, unless we notify you any different.   

  

Phyllis Langdon 

Allotment Holders    
AGM - Exeter Inn - Monday 2

nd
 April  

 

Reflection on the Past Year 

It was agreed that the Allotment Holders Association 

had some tangible achievements over the past year:  

 The installation of a quality notice board on 

the allotment site;  

 Significant steps forward in getting the 

eastern fence repaired; 

 Getting a costing for a piped water supply to 

the allotments, which confirmed the costs 

were too high for it to be feasible. 

 Having lost Roger Fieldhouse on the Parish 

Council, Stephanie Shelton has now taken a 

place on the Council giving us a direct voice 

once more. 

 The Amateur Gardener’s Question Time, 

conceived and executed by Association 

members, was a great success and raised a 

significant amount for the renovation of the 

School and Pre-School garden. 

 Areas of Improvement 

There are however some matters that either gave us 

cause for concern at the time or are matters that 

require ongoing consideration:  

 Dogs are gaining access to the allotment site. 

This not only causes damage to the work 

done by the allotment holders but also dog 

poo on allotment plots presents a real hazard 

to the children who play and work on the 

site. Supervised dogs are not a problem, but 

there have been many reports of 

unsupervised dogs on the site and this is a 

cause for concern. Could dog owners please 

give careful consideration to their dogs on 

the allotment site. 

 There were two incidences of vandalism 

during the course of the year. No action is 

required at present but we will monitor this 

over the course of the next year. 

 We were disappointed that we did not 

manage to successfully organise a BBQ for 

the allotment holders this year. We intend to 

remedy this during the upcoming summer 

with two BBQs now planned for the summer 

and autumn (see below). 

 It was a disappointment that we could not 

achieve a discount on seeds and other 

allotment requirements by ordering in bulk. 

It seems that we would need a much larger 

order to achieve a worthwhile discount. 

 Vacant or poorly kept allotments don’t just 

look unsightly, but also give neighbouring 

allotments real problems with weeds blowing 

over. This issue will be brought to the 

attention of the Parish council to see what 

action can be taken if required.  

 Allotment Holders Barbecue 

We agreed to arrange two barbecues this summer to 

be held at the allotment site. These of course will be 

weather dependant. The first is planned for Saturday 

7
th

 July at 4pm. The second is to be Saturday 8
th

 

September at 4 pm. Attendees will bring their own 

food but a barbecue will be provided.  

If the weather forecast is poor on the morning of the 

barbecues, a notice of cancellation will be placed in 

the allotment notice board as early as possible. 

 This will be a lot of fun and a great chance for all 

Allotment Holders to chat and catch up. Your 

attendance will be very welcome.   

Village Showcase Event 

It was brought to our attention that the village is 

hosting a Showcase Event for local associations and 

it was agreed that the Allotment Holders’ Association 

should be involved with this. The event is on Friday 

7
th

 September (the day before the barbecue) and we 

will discuss our contribution at the next quarterly 

meeting, but this should include photographs of the 

allotments throughout the seasons as well as 

examples of produce. 

Upcoming meetings for your diary: 

The next quarterly meetings will be held at the Exeter 

Inn on Monday 2
nd

 July and on Monday 3
rd
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September at the usual time of 7.30 pm. We look 

forward to seeing you there.  

Mark Welch 

Golf Society  
 

Sunday 25
th

 March 

Yet another baker’s dozen took to the fairways on a 

bright, dry morning which had the more hardy 

reducing their protection to shirtsleeve level. For the 

second meeting in a row the winner was Paul 

Richards with a score of 20 points and a further two 

shot cut. In second place, with a score just good 

enough to avoid a cut, was Geoff Bulley with 18 

points, one ahead of Jim Chappelle and Andy French. 

There was also a two, achieved by Bob Hyde on the 

3
rd

. 

 

The Donna-Y moment was contributed by Russell 

Ball whose approach to the 2
nd

 green came to ground 

with a resounding thump slap in the middle of the 

concrete channel that runs across the fairway a few 

yards in front of the green. Russell’s initial reaction 

was one of horror as his ball shot high into the air. 

However, a wide grin soon took over as the ball 

described a graceful parabola to land safely on the 

green not too far from the hole. As to the day’s 

shortest drive, one hesitates to report that it was once 

again supplied by John Mann, this time on the par 

five 9
th
 as he gave everything he had to the shot, 

causing a poor contact that didn’t behave as 

expected, either by John or his fellow golfers. 

 

Friday 30
th

 March 

While not actually a Society event, the majority of 

the members took on the Nicklaus Course at St 

Mellion in a day organised by Mark Cummins. All 

agreed that it is a tough course to walk and play but 

almost everyone enjoyed the day, particularly Andy 

French who, with 32 points, was the highest Society 

scorer of the day, Jim Chappelle with a “nearest the 

pin”, and Dan Hawke who achieved the longest drive 

with an astonishing shot that was measured at 345 

yards.  

 

One of the competitions was that each team of four 

was given a marked yellow ball. This ball was to be 

played by each player in turn, hole by hole, so that, in 

addition to the players compiling their own scores 

and their team’s scores, the yellow ball also compiled 

its own score. If, or when in the case of all but one 

team, the ball was lost, that was it: no replacement 

allowed. For one team the fate of their yellow ball 

was sealed very early on. In fact, it could not have 

been earlier.  

 

The first group out was led by the society’s organiser 

David Harlow and it was he who placed the precious 

sphere upon its tee for the first drive of the day. 

Having carefully listened to the advice of his 

partners, that the ball should not be sent out to the 

right, the skipper struck a very fine, straight and long, 

tee shot that sent the ball out over a bank on the left. 

No worries as a bright yellow ball should be easy to 

find. That’s where the plan fell down and the team’s 

yellow ball score came to an abrupt end. One shot, nil 

point and an agitated skipper. Not even when his 

team tried to console him, by pointing out that at 

least the stress of keeping the absent object in play 

was gone, did David’s turmoil ease. And then there 

was the prospect of all the ribbing to come. More of 

that later. 

 

Friday 6
th

 April 

Good Friday and the Society’s 7
th
 anniversary. This, 

therefore, was the eighth Good Friday on which 

Newton Golf received the cream of Thorverton’s 

golfers. Not all the cream, of course, and not all was 

cream, but you get my drift. Prizes abounded, with 

enough to award all 17 participants with something 

for their efforts. Thanks to all those who donated the 

prizes. 

 

Joint winners were Russell Ball and Andy French, 

each with 20 points. Runners-up were Rhys Roberts 

and Geoff Bulley on 18 points (a pattern is 

emerging). Scoring was good all the way down the 

field although the surprise was that Phil Beasley was 

left holding the wooden spoon, something which his 

sense of humour will find most useful. Rhys Roberts 

also achieved a two on the 3
rd

 while Russell Ball’s 

tee shot at the same hole actually struck the pin 

before bouncing well away. Russell could have done 

with the luck of the other runner-up whose 160 yard 

approach to the 2
nd

 also hit the pin but came to rest 

just one inch from the lip to present the easiest birdie 

putt. Had it not hit the pin it would probably have 

scooted out of bounds. 

 

The prize for longest drive on the 9
th
 was won by Phil 

Beasley with an enormous shot that had all 

wondering what went wrong with the rest of his 

game. Nearest the pin in two on the 4
th
 was Dan 

Hawke and nearest the pin on the 7
th
 was Russell 

Ball. A picture is building that Russell had a good 

day, whereas for Dan it was a day of mixed fortunes. 

His tee shot on the 9
th
 travelled at least 350 yards (I 

kid you not) and would have won the prize, with 

plenty to spare, had it not trickled into the first cut of 

rough. At least it took the Donna-Y honours for the 

day. 

You remember the yellow ball saga. During the 

extended prize-giving a replica yellow ball was 

presented to David Harlow. This will be suitably 
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plinthed and awarded for something as yet 

undecided, although it will probably feature just one 

shot. 

 

Sunday 15
th

 April  

Fifteen players set out with high hopes of warm 

sunlight and good scores but neither materialised. 

The weather grew steadily colder and the golf went 

with it as everyone struggled for points. Even the 

winner’s scoring rate grew slower as the morning 

wore on. Jim Chappelle started well and chipped in at 

the 2
nd

 for four points, leading to a 16 point total that 

just kept ahead of four players, Mark Cummins, Bob 

Hyde, John Mann and Mike Shelton, by a single 

point. 

 

On the other hand no one faired too badly, although 

Ali Tulloch suffered another head loss as his 7 iron 

became two separate parts of the same club; shades 

of Trigger’s broom in “Fools & Horses”. Phil 

Beasley, who had endured a bad day on Good Friday, 

eventually lost patience with the Maxfli ball he had 

been using during both rounds, deciding to play a 

brand new ball at the 6
th
 tee. Sadly, it disappeared 

straight into the nearby hedgerow so down went the 

Maxfli and the 3-off-the-tee shot travelled 300 yards 

or so to within a few yards of the green. A sure 

Donna-Y moment one might think. 

 

But no! That came, for all to enjoy, as the last group 

played into the 9
th
 green and once again Dave Harlow 

was spotted rolling around, not in agony but in an 

attempt to avoid it, as Andy French’s approach 

scooted through the green, straight at the reclining 

DH. Sadly, on two counts for Andy, the ball missed 

the rolling figure but carried on out of bounds. 

“Donna-Y he couldn’t sit still” was Andy’s reaction. 

 

Members are reminded that the 27
th
 May meeting 

will feature a pairs competition. Please choose your 

partners and enter your names on the list. No 

restrictions on handicap pairings. Don’t forget, there 

are two Sunday events each month. All are welcome. 

Details at The Exeter. 

 

G.S. Potter 

 

Legal Eagle 
 

In order for property to be stolen it must, ‘belong to 

another’. To most people whether property does or 

does not belong to someone is simply a question of 

ownership. For the purposes of the law of theft, 

however, the term is given a wider meaning. 

Section 5(1) of the Theft Act 1968 provides: 

 

‘Property shall be regarded as belonging to any 

person, having possession or control of it, or having 

in it any proprietary right or interest ( not being an 

equitable interest arising only from an agreement to 

transfer or grant an interest). 

 

As a consequence, the provisions of s5(1) protect a 

range of proprietary rights from outright ownership 

to mere equitable rights. The existence or otherwise 

of those rights is a matter of civil law. 

 

It will be seen from the above, that property may be 

stolen from someone who does not actually own the 

property nor has any proprietary interest in it but 

merely has possession or control of it at the relevant 

time. 

 

In Woodman [1947], a company sold off all the 

scrap metal on the site of its disused factory but 

retained control of the site. The purchaser of the 

scrap left some behind on the site. The accused 

removed some of the metal that had been left. It was 

held that he was properly charged with theft from the 

company because a person or company in control of 

the site is deemed prima facie to have control over 

things on the land. The evidence was that the 

company retained control because it intended to 

exclude others by surrounding the site with barbed 

wire and erecting warning notices. 

 

Possession embraces but does not necessarily require 

physical possession and there is obviously a 

considerable overlap between ‘possession’ and 

‘control’. Neither has to be lawful so it is possible to 

steal from someone who himself sole the property in 

the first place. 

 

Despite the considerable overlap, it is generally 

accepted that ‘possession’ requires knowledge of 

possession whereas ‘control’ does not require 

knowledge of being in control. This is illustrated by 

Woodman ( above). 

 

Given the wide definition contained in s5(1) it must 

be possible to steal one’s own property from 

someone in ‘possession’ or ‘control’ of it. In Turner 

(No 2) [1971], the accused took his car to a garage 

for repair. The repairs were completed and the car 

was left outside the garage overnight prior to being 

collected the next day by the accused. The garage 

owner was unaware that the accused had a spare set 

of keys to the car. Without first obtaining the garage 

owner’s consent, the accused used his spare set of 

keys to drive the car away without paying for the 

repairs. The case is slightly complicated by the fact 

that the trial judge directed the jury to ignore the 

garage owner’s lien over the car for the unpaid paid 

work i.e., the right to retain the vehicle until such 
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time as the repairs had been paid for, and to base its 

decision on the fact that the garage owner was in 

possession or control of the car. On appeal to the 

Court of Appeal, the conviction was upheld. 

 

The requirement, that the property must belong to 

another, means that ‘abandoned’ property cannot be 

stolen. This gives rise to the question, ‘when has 

property been abandoned?’  The attitude of the courts 

is that ‘abandonment’ is not to be lightly inferred and 

in consequence, property is only to be regarded as 

abandoned if the owner is ‘indifferent’ as to any 

future appropriation of it. It is not sufficient that the 

owner has no further use for it. 

 

In Williams –v- Phillips [1957], it was held that 

property which a householder puts into his/her 

dustbin has not been abandoned; it remains in the 

owner’s possession until collection by the local 

authority at which point it becomes the local 

authority’s property by possession. Accordingly, the 

dustman who found something in the householder’s 

bin which he decided to keep could be liable for 

theft. This would apply equally to our re-cycling bins 

and refuse bags. 

 

In Hibbert –v- McKiernan [1948] it was held that 

lost golf balls ( a regular occurrence when I play) 

have not been abandoned and this was followed in 

Rostron and Collinson [2003] in which it was held 

that a lost golf ball on a golf course becomes the 

property of the golf club.  So, for the future, all Golf 

Society members finding lost golf balls (most of 

which will be mine), littering the course at Newton St 

Cyres should return them to the club house at the end 

of their round. 

 

Next month we shall look at particular aspects of 

section 5; Trust property s5(2), Property received for 

a particular purpose s5(3) and Property received by 

mistake s5(4). 

Clive Hamblin 

 

 

Twenty Five Years Ago 
Thorverton W.I. 

 

At our April meeting, Mrs G. Langabeer, President, 

was in the chair.  Members heard a report on the 

Spring Council meeting in Exeter and the Group 

meeting at Stoke Canon. We did not do so well in the 

Group competition this time and have lost in the third 

round of the skittles competition. 

 

The speaker for the evening was Mr. B. Coles who 

gave an especially interesting talk with slides on the 

demanding and often dangerous work of the R.N.L.I. 

He was thanked by Mrs Maguire. 

The prize for a decorated Egg was won by Mrs 

Brinn, the Flower of the month by Mrs Banks and the 

Draw by Mrs Barrow.  The Over-60s party was a 

great success, all the guests seemed to be having a 

good time. 

 

Our next meeting is a Tuesday, 5
th
 May, and the next 

coffee morning on Saturday 23
rd

 May. Please keep 

coming. 

 

Memorial Hall 

The A.G.M. will be held on Thursday 28
th
 May at 7-

45pm.  We would greatly value your views on the 

future running of the hall, it’s entertainments, 

activities and fund-raising, so constructive comment 

would be most welcome. 

 

The Committee is appreciative of the fact that the 

majority of hall users treat it with care and respect 

but we are concerned about the increasing amount of 

damage caused by the few. It is sad when our slender 

resources have to be channelled into repairs rather 

than improvements and we would urge all those in 

charge of the more high-spirited hall users to keep a 

watchful eye on all activities which could cause 

damage, particularly to the stage curtains and the 

very fragile ceiling insulation. 

 

We hope to see you at the Memorial Hall A.G.M. 

when your views on its organisation and care will be 

much valued and appreciated. 

Angela Clutterbuck   Temp. Hon. Sec. 

 

Britain in Bloom 

Do not forget the sale of Bedding Plants in the Bury 

at 10-00am on Saturday, 16
th
 May, organised by the 

Garden Club.  I expect you will have noticed that the 

car park has been tidied up, trailer loads of rubbish 

having been collected up by the lads on the MSC 

scheme. All thanks to them and the Parish Clerk who 

persuaded them to come.  Window boxes and tubs 

need revitalising now. The contents of a gro-bag 

make a useful compost as will John Innes No 2 but 

maybe you have your own secret recipe! 

 

Whatever you use I’m sure Thorverton will have a 

fine display this year. Judging is usually in early July 

but I’m told that the S.W. area organiser of the 

competition comes round sometime in June to get a 

bit of a preview-it is not a judgement but if she is 

favourably impressed it would show that the village 

always looks nice, not just in the first week in July! 

If I can be of any help don’t hesitate to ring.  

Angela Clutterbuck
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Village Photo 
Do you recognise any of these faces from the 1981 (?) village photo, which I reproduce below in two parts, with 

thanks to John Spivey.  

 

 
 

Please be in the Bury at 1.30pm on Saturday 19
th
 May for our Village Jubilee photograph.
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I Don’t Believe It 
 

Having come to terms with cold Cornish pasties I 

hope that government proposals to set the 

appropriately labelled floor price for alcohol may 

dissuade honourable members and others from pre-

loading. It may even result in more competent 

government - I can but hope. However, trade in the 

four bars at the Palace of Westminster will, no doubt, 

continue unabated and, together with catering, 

continue to benefit from the £6million a year subsidy. 

 

Whilst I applaud government action to encourage us 

to insulate our lofts, some of the available funding is 

wasted by untargeted promotion - I’ve had about a 

dozen phone calls this year and already have all the 

insulation possible - without raising the roof!  

 

With Olympic fever set to replace Titanic fever my 

concern is not how many medals we’ll win at the 

summer games but that the economic legacy that so 

benefited Greece eight years ago is not replicated 

here in the UK. 

 

Now that Easter is over remember it requires 1hr 54 

mins’ of vigorous spring cleaning to work off the 

525Kcal in a 100g chocolate bunny. 

 Commentator 

 

 

Amateur Gardeners’ Question 
Time 

On Wednesday 28
th
 March the Allotment Holders’ 

Association hosted an “Amateur Gardeners’ Question 

Time” event at the Exeter Inn. The event was well 

attended and the proceeds of the evening have 

benefitted the local primary school and pre-school. 

 Our three panellists included Alan Leaman (kindly 

provided courtesy of Bernaville Nurseries) who has 

over 50 years’ experience in horticulture; Lucy 

Halliday of Kitchen Garden Magazine who is a 

specialist in organic pest control amongst many other 

skills and attributes; and Thorverton’s own Lorraine 

Colebrooke whom you will all know for her monthly 

gardening contributions to Focus (as well as being in 

charge of the kitchen garden at Knightshayes). 

The panellists were well-tested with 

some difficult and broad-ranging 

questions from caterpillars to deer and 

from asparagus to apricots, but their 

collective knowledge and enthusiasm 

provided everybody with expert advice 

and some interesting insider tips! 

The question time was followed by a 

raffle so well stocked that most 

attendees went home with something! – 

apart from me – Ed.  Many thanks to 

the School/Pre-School and to Vandra 

Carter for providing us with so many 

prizes – quite so, I have never seen so 

many prizes in a raffle - Ed.  

 

 

 

In addition to this, a wonderful array of cakes 

provided by the Pre-School was offered to those in 

attendance for a voluntary donation. 

After everybody had gone home having enjoyed a 

fun and informative evening we counted out a profit 

of £165.00 which will help to renovate the School 

and Pre-School garden for the children to have a 

place to learn and reflect. A fine evening’s work!  

Many thanks to those that attended and also to the 

Exeter Inn, the PTFA and the Pre-School and also to 

the Allotment Holder’s Association members. A 

special thanks of course goes to our three expert 

panellists for giving up their time to give us all a 

head start for the new season. 

Mark Welsh 

Photo by John Spivey
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Thorverton Memorial Hall  
 

Saturday Market 

The April Saturday Market was very busy and 

bustling with the usual heavy demand for big 

breakfasts and other refreshments.  The main hall 

was full to capacity with stalls including a number of 

new ones as well as the regular favourites, providing 

exciting and varied products for sale at very 

reasonable prices.  If you haven’t visited the market 

recently you must come and experience what it has to 

offer every second Saturday morning of the month 

from 9.30. 

 

Saturday Market Draw 

The April draw results were as follows: 

1
st
 prize: pork dinner: Owen Powell 

2
nd

 prize: box of chocolates: Sarah Addicott 

3
rd

 prize: bottle of wine: Carol Pearn 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Maintenance and future plans 

The Hall Committee is embarking on a number of 

necessary repairs and renovations to the hall.  

Damage to the roof has recently been repaired and 

the floor is to be sanded and polished in the near 

future to make it smarter and less slippery.  It is also 

planned to convert the stage apron to a permanent 

fixture and to install a babies’ changing table in the 

toilets. More substantial renovations and 

improvements are being considered for the future. 

These will be reported in Focus when definite 

decisions have been made. 

 
Reg. Charity no. 203778 

 

Garden Club   
 

On March 19
th
 we enjoyed a return visit from Dr. 

Gavin Haig.  This time his talk was about “The 

Healing Garden” which was very interesting, 

informative and well presented with beautiful 

pictures.  It is amazing how many plants and flowers 

there are that have healing properties. 

 

On April 16
th
 we had our long-awaited talk from 

Nick Baker on the “History of Cowley and Upton 

Pyne” and what a treat it was – well worth the wait!  

He produced an absolute mine of information 

including photographs from the early 1900’s to latter 

years accompanied by a wonderful display of very 

old documents relative to the area some of which 

dated back hundreds of years.  Well done Nick – it 

was a wonderful evening and as there is still so much 

material that you were unable to include because of 

the time schedule perhaps you should come back for 

an encore!  The hall was packed so I’m sure we 

would have no trouble filling it again. 

 

Don’t forget that we have our Annual Flower Show 

on Saturday 16
th
 June at Upton Pyne – always an 

enjoyable day - so do come along to see or take part 

in it. As usual there will be refreshments available 

including wonderful homemade cakes. 

 

For the Jubilee weekend there are going to be all 

sorts of activities going on in the village of Upton 

Pyne and we would very much like the church to be 

full of flowers so do come along and join us for this 

either on Friday lst or Saturday 2
nd

 – not just Garden 

Club members but anyone who feels they would like 

to do it.  We would particularly like children to take 

part in this whether it is a bunch of wild flowers or 

something more sophisticated – we just want the 

church to look full of colour for this special weekend. 

 

On Thursday 5
th
 July we shall be having our annual 

coach outing.  This time we shall be going to 

Arlington Court in North Devon, a National Trust 

house which has amongst other things a wonderful 

collection of carriages.  Our visit is always open to 

non-members so if you are interested in coming do 

give me a ring on 861 205 either about this or any of 

our other activities.  

 

Ros Rowlerson 

 

 

Olympic Torch comes to Devon 
The Olympic Torch will be coming through Devon 

on 20 and 21 May before heading off up country for 

the Olympics which start on 27 July.  The Torch will 

be going through Totnes, Paignton, Torquay, 

Teignmouth and Exeter on Sunday 20
th
 May, resting 

overnight in Exeter, then travelling to Okehampton, 

Hatherleigh, Great Torrington, Bideford, Barnstaple, 

Ilfracombe. Lynton and Minehead on Monday 21
st
. 
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Olympic Park Run 
 

On Saturday 31st March Nic Fice was lucky enough 

to be one of the 5000 runners drawn at random to 

complete in the Olympic Park Run organised by the 

national lottery.  

 

The 5 mile race started outside of the Olympic 

stadium and passed through the Olympic park 

enabling the runners to take in all the venues that will 

host the majority of the Olympic games. The race 

finished with a lap of the Olympic track and finally 

crossing the finishing line to the cheering of the ten 

thousand spectators of which Chloe and myself were 

part of. (Nic finished in lane 3). 

It was great to be part of the occasion and where the 

runners were the first to cross the finishing line of the 

new stadium. It was a once in a lifetime experience 

which we all enjoyed and we are very proud of Nic 

for her efforts. 

Sam Fice 

 

 

 

Success for QE Students  

(including one from Thorverton) 
 

I am grateful to Alan Quick of the Crediton Courier 

for the following article and photo which I received 

just too late for the April edition of Focus - Ed. 

 

There were celebrations at Crediton’s Queen 

Elizabeth’s Academy after the QE Bar Mock Trial 

Team won the National Final held at the Old Bailey 

in London.  Over the past 10 years, QE Bar Mock 

Trial teams have been incredibly successful but had 

never before won the coveted prize.   

 

QE had twice been to the National final in 

Edinburgh, once to Liverpool and once before at the 

Old Bailey.  This time the team went one better and 

took away the winning trophy. 

 

A total of 171 schools had entered the nationwide 

competition this year, with 16 regional heats. All 16 

finalists from each heat competed at the Old Bailey 

in front of the most senior judges from Scotland, 

Northern Ireland and England. 

 

The students had to undertake the roles of barristers, 

witnesses, court staff and jurors in two criminal 

cases.  The barristers had to learn how to conduct 

examination-in-chief and cross examination which 

entailed preparing appropriate questions and being 

able to quickly adapt them to take account of answers 

from witnesses. 

 

 

 

 

Students were expected to write opening and closing 

speeches and deliver these effectively, which is a lot 

harder than it sounds as the barristers are expected to 

change their speeches during each trial to include 

unexpected evidence and arguments from the other 

side.  Witnesses had to portray a credible character 

and maintain their version of events under probing 

cross-examination from the other side. 

 

The final round between QE and Dalriada, from 

Northern Ireland, took place in the famous Court 

Number One, where the likes of Crippen and Huntley 

were tried.  It was very closely fought and tense, but 

the QE team were said to be “superb despite the 

immense pressure”. 

 

The judges and Citizenship Foundation staff were so 

impressed by the standard, they offered the lucky 

barristers a mini-pupillage this summer, as well as 

giving the winning team a £500 Hodder voucher for 

the College. 

 

Maggie Bamber and Margaret Moran-Mylett, English 

teachers and QE Mock Trial team leaders, said: “It 

has been a pleasure to work with this team of 

students.  They have never complained about the 

hours of practice nor the many drafts and re-drafts as 

we tried to hone each case.  They have listened and 

learned from feedback at the Regional Heat and from 

the two visits we had from local barristers. 

 

“At the Old Bailey they were consistently praised for 

the standard of their advocacy and their ability to 

think on their feet.  They were simply fantastic and 

we are ‘immensely’ proud of them all.” 
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The winning team consisted of: Gareth Allen, Abigail 

Ballard, Isabel Boulter, Jamie Charlton, Jess Clifton, 

Julia Coryton, Alice Lomas, Georgina May, Josh 

Pike, Grace Robinson, and Freya Still. 

 

Pictured is the winning QE student team with English 

teachers and QE Mock Bar Trial team leaders, left 

and right, Maggie Bamber and Margaret Moran-

Mylett.  Freya Still of Thorverton is holding the 

shield: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Alison Myhill and friends celebrate her birthday at the Exeter Inn.        Photo by John Spivey
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Pug moth on finger 
post 

Bloody-nosed beetle 

Nature Notes 
Nature Report – Silver Street 

 

Last month in Gus Christianson’s report he included 

a discussion on the song repertoire of the local 

thrush. Here is Gus’s continuation of the discussion. 

 

It is now proven that male canaries suffer brain 

shrinkage in the area that controls song. This happens 

in the winter and then in the spring the area of the 

brain re-grows and the canary sings a new song. 

This could explain why I do not recognise the current 

song of my local thrush, whereas last year I knew all 

those dozen or so songs. These are repeated in 

rotation. Two to five syllables form a phrase and the 

phrase is repeated several times. A new phrase is then 

used to the same extent, and so on in a repertoire of 

up to 15, but with favourites most often. 

 

News from Thorverton Village 

 

The first sighting of a swallow this year was on 29
th
 

March at Ford Plain spotted by Elspeth & Ken 

Holmes. 

In Milford Lane, Alan Balkwill was working in his 

garage then left to fetch something from the house. 

On arrival back at the garage Alan sneezed and out 

from the garage sped a sparrow hawk. 

 

Whilst on the TARTS walk on 31
st
 March starting at 

Steps Bridge and heading toward Bridford, we 

spotted Bloody-nosed beetles that inhabit 

hedgebanks. Ann Parkinson picked up one of the 

beetles and true to its name ejected a bloody droplet 

onto her hand. We also noticed a pug moth on a 

finger post and although it looks clear enough in the 

photo, from a distance it was cleverly blended into 

the grain of the wood.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

News from Cadbury 

 

Some goldfish were purchased and placed in a garden 

pond to be immediately consumed by resident ducks- 

duck à l’orange! 

 

Redpolls have been observed collecting nesting 

material, the female builds the nest and is 

accompanied by the male.   

  

Gran Canaria 

 

My husband, daughter and I were on holiday in Gran 

Canaria during the Easter school holidays and very 

pleased to see lots of interesting wildlife. The hotel 

complex has a wealth of exotic shrubs and trees in 

comparison to the sparse indigenous vegetation. Most 

observations were of birds and most days gracefully 

gliding around, one or two monarch butterflies.  

 

Blackbirds Turdus merula were feeding fat fledged 

chicks. The blackbird in the Canary Islands is the 

same species as the blackbird in the UK although its 

song and pitch is slightly different. The male 

blackbird saw off collared doves Streptopelia 

decaocto and, although not a threat to the chicks, he 

did not approve of for some reason.  

 

Tiny warblers flit among the bushes and almost 

collide with passers by. I observed one hovering 

beneath bright red pendulous abutilon flowers to 

obtain nectar. Warblers are notoriously difficult to 

identify so this little bird could be a willow warbler 

Phylloscopus trochilus, Canary Islands Chiffchaff 

Phylloscopus canariensis or one or two other 

possibilities. 

 

Bird of Paradise Strelitzia reginae, the orange 

coloured crane like flower we most commonly see 

grow here and also the Giant White Bird of Paradise 

Strelitzia nicolai. The huge flower of Strelitzia 

nicolai has white sepals and a bluish-purple “tongue” 

and I saw small birds alight on the horizontal tongue 

and take nectar. Only one bird at a time visited a 

flower and we got within approximately six feet of 

the bird to discover at first a male Sardinian warbler 

Sylvia melanocephala. On another occasion a female 

Sardinian warbler visited the flower but the best 

observation of the whole holiday, and a bird I’ve 
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never seen before, was a Common Waxbill Estrilda 

astrild come to take a share of nectar. This little finch 

like bird has a striking bright red bill and is 

apparently an introduced species to the Canary 

Islands, originating in Africa.  

 

There were many swifts about in Gran Canaria and in 

early May the swift should being arriving in the UK, 

a bird who lives on the wing except when it nests. 

The swift even collects nesting material on the wing, 

anything suitable they can find blown on the wind.  

 

Jenny Garne  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Thorverton Country Show 
 

HELPERS WANTED URGENTLY 

 

Could you give up a few hours of your time either 

before, during or after the Show to help make this 

event a success? We are looking for helpers to 

prepare the site from Wednesday 6
th
 June (see John 

White or Ian Pile), clear up on Monday 11
th
 and to 

help during the Show. In return you get a free pass 

into the Show. 

 

Over the weekend, we are looking for people to work 

in the Car Park, help with the cooking/serving of 

food at the outlets, man the field vehicle gate, sell 

draw tickets and programmes etc. If you could help 

in any way please contact John or Jean White on 

860827 or call in at Waters Ford. We really do need 

you so please contact us as soon as possible. 

 

For the first time this year we are running a 

Produce/Homecraft Tent. To enter an exhibit or for 

more information  please contact Tina Ayre 

(860434). 

 

John will be running a plant stall at the Memorial 

Hall Market on 12
th
 May when he will have a large 

selection of bedding and patio plants for sale. We 

will be happy to take names of helpers at the market 

if that is easier for you. Car Stickers will be available 

the Market then from either Waters Ford, the Farm 

Shop or the Speedway garage. 

 

Could you sell some draw tickets for us in advance of 

the Show? For every £25 worth of draw tickets you 

sell prior to the Show we will give you one free pass.  

 

 

 

 

 
THORVERTON 

COUNTRY SHOW 

 

Opened by 
TONY BEARD 

THE WAG from WIDECOMBE 
 

ESSEX DOG DISPLAY TEAM 
 

SEARCHERS WILD WEST 
RE-ENACTMENT SOCIETY 

 
FALCONRY 

 
FAMILY DOG SHOW 

TERRIER RACING 

PORDUCE/HOMECRAFT TENT 

POULTRY TENT 

TIVERTON TOWN BAND  

Vintage Vehicles -Stalls- Craft/Food Tent  

Country Crafts etc. 

Children’s Entertainer  

 
9th & 10th JUNE 

 
Ratcliffe Farm 

 

10.00- 5.00 
 

Tickets £5 (adults) £3 (children) 
 

Ring 860827 for more details 

 
Disco – Sat 6.00- 9.00pm 

 
Free Entry to evening Entertainment 
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Thorverton Diamond Jubilee Committee 
Well it is nearly upon us - the Queen’s Diamond 

Jubilee - and as you know we have been running a 

number of events to raise money for the Village 

celebrations. Thanks to everyone who has supported 

us. 

 

Do you remember when the streets of Thorverton 

came alive as the carnival procession would parade 

through the village? The imagination and fancy dress 

was always amazing and the atmosphere was vibrant. 

For one day only the carnival could well be alive 

once more. We want you all to put your thinking caps 

on and enter Thorvertons 2012 walking carnival.  

Entrance can be any age and can enter individually, 

pairs, groups or even with wheels (non-motorised). 

Judging will commence at the Recreation ground on 

Monday 4
th
 June @ 1pm to then parade and wow the 

crowds with colour and creativity. Prizes and 

presentation will take place at the Street Party also on 

Monday 4
th
 June.  

Events 

Sunday 3
rd

 June  
0ver 70’s meal with entertainment everyone welcome 

to join in and bring your own picnic or meal. 

Monday 4
th

 June 

Walking carnival followed by St Party 

Evening music with bar and BBQ @ the hall 

Fireworks @ the hall 

Tuesday 5
th

 June – RELAX.... 

Please complete entry form for carnival and return to 

Lou, Natasha, Sallie, Sue, Dors.......  Thank you all  

once again and we look forward to seeing you all on 

the weekend of the Diamond Jubilee. 

 

 

 

Thorverton Diamond Jubilee Walking Carnival Entrance Form 

 

Name/Names 

 

Please select class or classes  

 

Individual  

Pairs    

Group 

Wheeled  

 

Signature __________________________________________________________________________ 

If entrance under 18 please get responsible adult to sign this form. Thank you 
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Duck Race 

Photographs, showing start and finish of race, by Natasha Carbines  

 

Thorverton Diamond Jubilee Committee would like to thank everyone for a great turn out for the Duck 

Race on Easter Monday it was very well supported and there were two races with great excitement.....  

  

1st Race  

1st Kaitlyn Scott £20.00 

2nd Jack Scott £10.00 

3rd Lee Gillet £5.00 

  

2nd Race 

1st Robert Turner £20.00 

2nd Bailey Carbines £10.00 

3rd Calum Noon £5.00 

 

TARTS News 

 
Thorverton Amblers Ramblers and Trampers  

Future walks and events 

Saturday 5
th
 May - Longer walk near Mortehoe led 

by Heather and Royston 

Saturday 26
th
 May - 5 mile walk around Newton 

Woods led by Jenny 

Saturday 9
th
 June – longer walk in South Devon led 

by Caroline 

Saturday 23
rd

 June – led by Anne and Gerry 

Saturday 7
th
 July – leader to be decided 

Saturday 21
st
 July – longer Dartmoor walk led by 

Graeme 

 

All walks meet opposite the church at 0930, and are 

suitable for dogs unless otherwise stated. Shorter 

walks are usually 4 – 6 miles in length and longer 

walks 6 – 9 miles, however precise details of each 

walk (length, gradient, lunch information etc) will be 

displayed approximately a week before the walk in 

the Old Post Office Window and on the village notice 

board. If you would like to be included on the email 

list contact Caroline (861002) or Graeme (860203). 

 

Caroline Prince 

 

Jack’s Back 
Those of you who follow Focus carefully will be 

aware that Jack Yeandle was signed by Doncaster 

Knights to play in the Rugby Union Championship in 

2011/12.  News reaches me that Jack has just signed 

a contract with Exeter Chiefs for the coming season.  

Welcome back, Jack, and we look forward to seeing 

you getting some games in the Premiership over the 

next year. 
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Poetry 
The Queen Elizabeth Rose 

 

I spied a glorious pink rosebud, it reigned supremely o’er the mud 

And as I gazed on one so fair, I saw a diamond sparkled there; 

It was in fact a drop of dew; but shone as bright as jewels do, 

Quite suddenly there came a thought, of a different ‘bloom’ in glory wrought. 

 

This bloom was of our humankind, who one day awoke to find 

Her destiny to reign had come and to such duty must succumb: 

With her dear father dead and gone, the light of leadership now shone 

Upon this young and lovely lass, whose beauty did the rose surpass. 

 

Princess Elizabeth was her name, a family’s loss nurtured her fame; 

When in nineteen fifty-three, all Britain paused in work to see, 

Our new Queen crowned on the throne, she won our hearts – became our own, 

Gave of her love, gave of her all, saw many leaders rise and fall. 

 

And so has flown full sixty years, in which she shared our joys and tears; 

But constancy has been her creed, in faith and hope this realm to lead. 

Two thousand and twelve brings to our nation, her ‘Diamond year’s’ great celebration, 

We’ll wave our flags and sing our songs, have tea parties and dance in throngs. 

 

We’ll give thanks in prayer to God and respect the path that she has trod; 

Our lovely ever gracious Queen with radiant smile and poise serene. 

‘The Queen Elizabeth’ pink rose, in many British garden grows, 

To remind us of her ageless beauty and sixty ‘Diamond’ years of duty. 

 

Doreen Beer 

 

Cherries Jubilee 
This famous dish was created for Queen Victoria's 

Diamond Jubilee.  It is often finished at the table, 

with cherries and sauce kept warm in a chafing dish, 

with the kirsch ignited and added at the last moment. 

  

50 g (2 oz) sugar 

450g (1lb) dark red cherries, stoned 

10 ml (2 tsp) arrowroot 

60 ml (4tblsp) kirsch 

 

Put the sugar in a heavy-bottomed saucepan.  Add 

250 ml (8 fl oz) water.  Heat gently, stirring, until the 

sugar has dissolved, then boil steadily, stirring for 3-4 

minutes to make a syrup.  Lower the heat, add the 

cherries and poach gently until tender using a slotted 

spoon.  Remove the cherries from the pan and set 

them aside on a plate to cool. 

 

In a cup, mix the arrowroot with about 30 ml (2 

tblsp) of the syrup to a thin paste.  Stir back into the 

pan.  Bring to the boil, stirring constantly, until the 

mixture thickens.  Remove from the heat. 

 

Pile the cherries in a heatproof serving bowl.  Pour 

the sauce over them.  Heat the kirsch in a small  

 

 

saucepan or ladle.  Ignite it, pour it over the cherries 

and serve at once.  Serves four. 

  

So you folks out there, have a go, celebrate and 

enjoy. 

  

Don Hodgetts 

 

Do you need funding for something that will 

benefit Thorverton? 

 

Focus is pleased to be able to offer funding for 

village organisations or individuals who need 

money for the benefit of the village. 

 

Funding should normally be limited to no more 

than 50% of the cost of the equipment requested;  

that there should be a maximum limit; and that 

account should be taken of the number of 

potential beneficiaries of the funding. 

 

Please submit any requests to Neville Lane, 

Focus Editor, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton or by 

email to focusonthorverton@yahoo.co.uk. 

  

mailto:focusonthorverton@yahoo.co.uk
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Thorverton and District History 
Society 
 

 
      

Member Amyas Crump’s illustrated talk billed as 

Gas, Granite and a Lighthouse did not fool many 

people – we knew he wouldn’t be able to resist 

bringing these three disparate topics together without 

straying into Devon’s railway heritage. 

 

Devon’s first railway, dating from the 1750’s, played 

an important role in transporting the stone from 

quarry to quayside for the construction of the old 

Eddystone lighthouse, now re-erected on Plymouth 

Hoe. A few miles up the Tamar, the then busy port of 

Morwellham Quay boasted a mine railway as early as 

1805 and in 1810 a railway was laid along 

Plymouth’s breakwater to speed its construction. 

 

The Plymouth and Dartmoor Railway opened in 1823 

as a horse-drawn tramway bringing granite from the 

quarries and china clay from Lee Moor to Laira and 

on to Sutton Pool. The 25 mile route included the 620 

yard long Leigham Tunnel, the second tunnel to be 

built in the Country. Walking the old track today the 

close spacing of granite blocks give a clue to the 

brittle nature of the rails of the day. 

 

Sidmouth’s first encounter with railways in the 

1830’s was courtesy of a failed harbour scheme. The 

railway to transport the required stone was built, 

including a tunnel section to the east of the river Sid. 

However, the locomotive, when it eventually arrived, 

was too large for the tunnel, so the harbour project 

was abandoned and the train ran for a season along 

the esplanade to the delight of holidaymakers.  In 

1844 the main line came to Exeter and the arrival of 

the GWR proved fundamental to the development of 

the holiday destinations of Teignmouth, Dawlish and 

Torbay. 

 

In 1934 GWR diversified into air travel operating a 

bi-plane between Haldon and Cardiff. Later 

Ugborough, being closer to Torbay, became a request 

stop on the route from Roughborough to Cardiff – a 

large white cross on the airfield indicating no 

passengers to pick up. 

 

Slides of Exeter St Davids and Tiverton Junction 

showing the positions of the gas making plant and 

storage tanks fulfilled the talks title, reminding us of 

the days when carriages and stations were lit by gas. 

Those were the days!  

 

 Barrie Phillips 

 

Royal Visit to Exeter 

Her Majesty The Queen and HRH The Duke of 

Edinburgh are visiting Exeter on Wednesday 2 May 

as part of the Diamond Jubilee Tour of the South 

West. 

They will arrive in Princesshay Square during the late 

morning, travelling by car via the High Street.  There 

they will meet with a group of local residents who, as 

children, witnessed the visit of HRH Princess 

Elizabeth to inaugurate the post-war Princesshay 

redevelopment on 21 October 1949. There will be an 

exhibition depicting Princesshay’s regeneration and a 

display of photographs of Her Majesty the Queen’s 

previous visits to the city as well as a performance by 

Exeter College Students. 

A series of community events and performances have 

been organised in the main square from 9am to 

entertain people as they wait. 

The visit will continue to the University of Exeter, 

where Her Majesty the Queen and the Duke of 

Edinburgh will attend the opening ceremony for the 

new £48 million Forum development and unveil a 

plaque to officially open this new development for 

the University of Exeter. 
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The Garden in May 
 

May can be a delightful month, but it can also catch 

you out.  Nothing tender should go out into the 

garden until the end of May, even if it seems 

tempting to do so.  Therefore make the most of this 

month to consolidate what you have already put in, 

bring on annuals under protection and re sow 

anything that should have germinated but hasn`t yet.  

There always seems to be something that doesn`t 

want to put its head above the parapet;  last year it 

was my beetroot that needed re-seeding, because it 

was so dry.  This year I have very poor germination 

from the parsnips possibly for the same reason and I 

have just inter- sown them again.  Thank goodness 

for the rain!  I tend to sow my root crop seeds in their 

final  position.  This takes longer to sow initially but 

less time later on, when I feel I shall be too busy to 

come back to thin them out.  The negative side to that 

is if you have poor or sporadic germination,  you 

haven`t  many seeds to play with and then you have 

to re- sow. 

                

By now your peas and broad beans should be 

growing vigorously and by the end of the month 

ready for harvest.  I always get caught out with this 

as I expect the broad beans to be ready earlier and 

they crop for a long time leaving me desperate to 

remove them as the next crop (runner beans) are 

waiting impatiently in the wings.  It is very important 

to get the timing right when you want to follow on 

with another crop and you have plants ready.  All 

young plants are programmed to grow in good 

conditions and you don`t want to hold them back by 

becoming pot bound whilst waiting for the ground to 

be cleared. Check your broad beans for black fly and 

snip off any tops which are showing signs of 

infestation.  If you are not vigilant at this stage the 

problem will race out of control and spoil your crop. 

 

 Now is the month to get your cucurbits started.   

They can be grown straight into the soil by the end of 

the month or put into pots in a frost free greenhouse 

now and grow them into healthy plants before 

planting out at the end of the month.  Mice love these 

seeds so be aware that they will disappear if you 

don`t take care.  The cucurbits are all the squash, 

courgettes, marrows, pumpkins and cucumbers.  

Cucurbits like enriched soil, so pile on the well rotted 

manure or compost.  My biggest pumpkins last year 

were grown straight from the manure heap.  So, more 

muck, more size. 

 

Generally in your garden check any new planting and 

make sure they do not dry out if we have a dry spell.  

Another good task is to check for convolvulous or 

ground elder or any of the nasty creeping weeds.  At 

this stage in their life they are fairly easy to spot with 

fresh green growth and depending how you want to 

deal with them, either by digging them out or 

spraying or painting with glyphosate, tackle them 

now. 

  

Whatever the task enjoy your garden with the 

wonderful spring blossom in full swing and the 

marvel of vigorous growth of the plants at this time 

of year – the weeds on my allotment have really 

enjoyed all of the rain in April – I can only marvel at 

their vigorous growth! -Ed. 

 

Happy gardening. 

   

 Lorraine Colebrook 

 

Thank you again to Lorraine for this article and for 

her very instructive advice at the recent Gardeners’ 

Question Time – Ed. 

 

 

Devonshire Association 
 

The Devonshire Association was founded in 1862, 

dedicated to the study and appreciation of all things 

Devonian.  It is the only society concerned with 

every aspect of the county and is the only one of its 

kind in Britain.  To celebrate its 150
th
 anniversary the 

Association has a programme of special events which 

are open to all – members and non-members alike. 

 

The events will be at various locations across the 

county, covering a wide range of topics from the 

areas of botany, geology, history, buildings, 

literature, industrial archaeology and music.  On 23
rd

 

June, at Exeter University, there will be a day 

concentrating on “Landscapes and People – Devon in 

the 1860s”, with speakers from Exeter University, the 

National Trust and an industrial historian.   On 12
th

 

October, at Sidmouth, Lady Butler-Sloss will talk 

about reform of the House of Lords. 

 

Further information is available from the Registrar on 

01392 221737 or on the website at 

www.devonassoc.org.uk. 

http://www.devonassoc.org.uk/
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Thorverton Parish Information 
AIR AMBULANCE EMERGENCY - QUOTE NATIONAL GRID REFERENCE 
RECREATION GROUND - Sheet 192 SS 923019 MEMORIAL HALL FIELD - Sheet 192 SS 926019 
 
Bus services     See inside back cover 
Carers' Support Group Anne Higman, Wyndham House Surgery, Silverton. 860034. 
     Meetings - 3rd Wednesday of month, Wyndham House, 2.30-4.30 p.m. 
Church (C of E)  The Revd. Douglas Dettmer, The Rectory, Thorverton. 860332 

    The Revd. Sue Sheppard, Associate Minister, Autumn Haze, Rewe, 01392 841284 
          The Revd Julia Dallen  Assistant Curate   Tel 01392 861145 Email: julia.dallen@netherexe.org  
   Mrs Margaret Lowe, Administration Manager, 07594 714590 margaret.admin@netherexe.org 

 Church Wardens Peter Colebrook, Ockero, Thorverton. 861019.  
     Edwin Greed, Fortescue, Netherexe. 841231. 
 Consort   Mary Thomas, 1 The Glebe, Thorverton. 860730. 
 P.C.C. Treasurer  Jean Brown, Rydal Cottage, Bullen Street. 861176. 
 Friends of Thorverton Parish Church Trust Royston Kershaw 25 The Glebe 860419 
Church (Baptist)  The Revd. Maurice Harrison, 01884 258599. 
    Secretary Phyllis Langdon, 860932.  

Services, notice board or Focus. 
County Councillor  Cllr. Mr. M. Lee. 01363 772671. 
District Councillor  Cllr. Mr. R. M. Deed. 01392 861258. 
Doctors     Dr Jon Wride & Lynne Anderson / Drs Stead, O'Brien & Ziegler 
Electricity (Western Power) Report a loss of power: 0800 365 900 Bill Enquiries: 0800 365 000 
      Street lights 0870 556 1851 
Friends of Thorverton & Silverton Surgeries Christine Walker, 881501 
Gas Emergency   0800 111999 
Leonard Trust Chairman: R Hughes. Secretary: Mrs. E Hughes, 3 Dinham Mews, Exeter EX4 4EF 
Library (Exeter Mobile) Alternate Thursdays, 11.45am to 12.05pm (16.05 to 16.50 from January 2011) 
in the Quarry Car Park 
Member of Parliament  Mel Stride via 01392 823306 or mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk 
Newspaper Reporter (Express & Echo) Jane Ristic, 53 Silver Street, Thorverton. 860054 
Parish Council Chairman Cllr. Stuart Crang,  
Parish Clerk    Mrs Jane Lane, Stable House, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062. 
Parish Council Meetings 2nd Tuesday of month, at The Memorial Hall, 7.30 pm. 
Parish Allotments  Contact the Parish Clerk - 861062 
Parish Council Notice Board Situated in School Lane, opposite the Thorverton Arms. 
   IMPORTANT!- PLANNING APPLICATION NOTICES ARE DISPLAYED HERE 
 
Planning notification applications  at http://data.gov.uk/apps/planningalerts alert via email when a 
planning application is published in one’s street, neighbourhood or wider area. 

Pension Service  PO Box 93, Plymouth PL6 5WJ. 0845 60 60 265 

Police    Central Switchboard 24 Hours: 0845 2777444.  
Post Office Portacabin (TCT Ltd) Quarry Car Park, Thorverton EX5 5NG 860455 
Mon. to Fri : 9 am.-1.00 pm., 2 pm.- 5.30 pm.  
Sat: 9 am.-12 noon Sun: 9 am - 10.30 am for newspaper sales only 
 Business Manager: Jill Blewett, Faircop, Jericho St, Thorverton 
 Chair and Company Secretary: Heather Kershaw, 25 The Glebe, 860419 
Public Telephone Kiosk Opposite the Church, outside the Bell Inn, Dinneford St. 
School (C of E Primary)   Acting Head Teacher: Mrs Emma Pyne 860374. 
School Governors  Chair: Clive Hamblin 861305 Clerk: Julie Cornwall 860127 
School P.T.F.A.   Chair:Natasha Carbines  860043 Secretary: Hannah James, 861075 
     Treasurer: Carole Pearn 
South West Water  24 Hour Emergency: 0800 169 1144. Helpline: 0800 169 1133. 
Thorverton Millennium Chair: Dame Margaret Turner-Warwick, Pynes House,  
  Green Trust Silver Street 861173.  Secretary: Lin Balkwill 860663 
Tiverton Volunteer Centre 28, Gold Street, Tiverton EX16 6PY. Judy Seymour, 01884 255734. 

http://mel.stride.mp/
http://parliament.uk/
http://data.gov.uk/apps/planningalerts
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Thorverton Organisations 
Amateur Dramatic Society (TADS)  Chairperson  Sylvia Wakeham 

Vice Chairs    David Salter and Cathy Williams; Treasurer  John White ex officio 
Secretary        Jane Peyton Jones 

Contact numbers for enquires and new members 01392 861390 or 01382 86004.  Meetings in the Exeter Inn 8pm 
last Wednesday of the month - frequent events and play readings as well as performances 

Art Group  Barrie Phillips, Crossmead, School Lane, Thorverton. 860529  
  Meet Fridays during term-time at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 am-12.00. 

Arts Exchange Louise Page, Campion Cottage, Jerico St, 860509. 
  Monthly meetings in members' homes at 8.0 pm. (see Diary) 

Association Football Club Chairman: Andy Harris, 01392 851664 
  Secretary: David Gregory, 2 The Orchard, Brampford Speke, 841803. 
Bridge Circle Graeme Culshaw, 3 The Glebe, Thorverton 860203.  
  Meets 1st/3rd/5th Thursdays at the W.I. Hut from 7.00 p.m.. 

Brownies    Contact Hannah 07925 981786 or Lisa 860609, Meet Fridays during term-time,  

  5-6.30pm Thorverton School Hall. 
Clarinet Group Contact Peter Mason 860727.  Meets every Thursday morning.   
Cricket Club Chair: Charles Kislingbury, Arley House, 19 Church St, Silverton. 860270 
    Secretary: M C Denford, 14 Moorlands, Tiverton EX16 6UF 01884 255076 
  Fixture Sec: J Meredith, 190 Mincinglake Rd, Exeter EX4 7DS 01392 272504 
Exe Valley Practice Patient Participation Group    
   Chair: Sheena Hunter-Hedges 860843 Secretary: Anna Mews 860769 
   Meets quarterly at Thorverton Surgery (see Focus and surgeries for dates) 

Focus Magazine Chair: Michael Ayre, Ratcliffe Farm, Thorverton. 
  Editor: Neville Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062. 
  Secretary: Jane Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062. 
  Treasurer: Bob Swaffield, Schiehallion, School Lane, Thorverton 01392 860309 
Friends of Silverton & Thorverton Surgeries 
  Coffee Mornings in the Lamb Inn, Silverton 
  Held at 10-12 noon on the LAST THURSDAY of every month except December 
Golf Society Players of Thorverton Care of Exeter Inn, 01392 860206 
Guides                      Contact Lisa 860609, Meet Wednesdays during term-time, 7-9pm Memorial Hall 
History Society Chair: Bill Stamper, Dunelm, Raddon, Thorverton. 860214 
  Programme Secretary: Beryl Coe, 5 The Glebe, Thorverton 860876. 
Ladies Group Meet 2nd Thursday of month, (Venue and time - see Focus Notices). 
Memorial Hall Committee Chair: Mike Shelton, Tel: 861027, mshelton44@hotmail.co.uk 

 Treasurer/key holder/bookings: Jeff Grace. tel. 860489. jeff.grace@tiscali.co.uk 
 Secretary: Roger Fieldhouse. tel. 860768. r.fieldhouse@exeter.ac.uk 

Memorial Hall Market   2nd Saturday of the month, at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 - 11.00 am. 
Thorverton Pre-School  Rachel Mildon (Chair) - 861707 / thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com.  
      Mon 9.am-11.45am, & 12.45pm-3.15pm & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm, 
     Tues/Weds 9.am-11.45am & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm,  
     Thurs 9.-11.45am; 12.45pm- 3.15pm & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm. during term-time,  
     At Thorverton Primary School site 

Thorverton Ambling, Rambling and Tramping Society (TARTS) 

  Contacts : Caroline Prince 07749 775304 or Graeme Culshaw 860203 
   See notices of walks in Old Post Office Window Bullen Street. 

Toddler Group Contact : Hannah Calder 860808 

  Wednesdays, during term-time, at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 a.m.-11.30.  
Rainbows   Contact Jean 860105 or Penny 861136, 

   Meet Tuesdays 3.45-4.45 Thorverton School Hall 

Royal British Legion Chairman/Hon.Sec. P Furneaux, Hillcrest, Thorverton 860227, paf@furno.co.uk 
  Hon. Treasurer: Alex Fice 
Women's Institute Secretary and Bookings: Sue Maguire 01392 860631 
  W.I. Meeting. 1st Tuesday of the month at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
  Whist, 4th Tuesday of the month, at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 

W.I. Market & Coffee  4th Saturday of the month at the W.I. Hut. 10.00 am. to 11.00 am. 

mailto:mshelton44@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:jeff.grace@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:r.fieldhouse@exeter.ac.uk
mailto:thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com
mailto:paf@furno.co.uk
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The Exe Valley Practice 

Dr JON WRIDE and Dr LYNNE ANDERSON 
 

The Surgery, The Berry    The Surgery, 3 Coach Road 

THORVERTON EX5 5NT    SILVERTON EX5 4JL 

Tel: 01392 860273      01392 860176 

Fax: 01392 860654     01392 861598 

www.exevalleypractice.co.uk 

exevalleypractice@nhs.net 

 

 

Opening times 

 
 GP on duty Thorverton Silverton 

Monday Dr Anderson 08:30 – 18:00 08:45 – 12:30 

Tuesday Dr Anderson 07:30 – 18:00 Closed 

Wednesday Dr Anderson am 
Dr Wride pm 

08:30 – 17:00 14:30 – 18:00 

Thursday Dr Wride 08:30 – 19:30 Closed 

Friday Dr Wride 08:30 – 18:00 08:45 – 12:30 

 

Surgery times 

 
 Thorverton Silverton 

Monday 15:00 – 17:15 09:00 – 11:45 

Tuesday 07:30 – 11:30 
15:00 – 17:00 

Closed 

Wednesday 09:00 – 11:00 15:00 – 17:45 

Thursday 09:00 – 11:15 
16:00 – 19:00 

Closed 

Friday 15:00 – 17:30 09:00 – 11:30 
 

 

There are no surgeries on Saturday or Sunday, but a doctor will be on call for emergencies only on 0845 6710 270 

 

REPEAT PRESCRIPTIONS (Monday to Friday) – You can request your repeat prescriptions by calling our 

dispensary on 01392 861622, or by using our online repeat prescription request www.exevalleypractice.co.uk. 

Please note that 48 hours notice is required for all repeat prescriptions. 

 

We accept credit\debit card payments for prescriptions 

 

We now operate a home delivery service for housebound registered patients. Please contact us on 01392 860273 for 

more information. 

 

 
 
 
 

http://www.exevalleypractice.co.uk/
mailto:exevalleypractice@nhs.net
http://www.exevalleypractice.co.uk/
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Wyndham House Surgery 

Fore Street, Silverton, EX5 5HZ 

Telephone: 01392 860034 

Outside surgery hours please ring 0845 671 0270 

To access the Emergency Out-of-hours Service 

Fax: 01392 861165 

www.wyndhamhousesurgery.co.uk 

Day/Dr Dr Anthony O’Brien Dr Emma Ziegler Dr Nick Keysell 

Monday 09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

09:00 – 11:30 

14:00 – 16:00 

 

Tuesday 09:00 – 11:30 

14:00 – 16:00 

 09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:00 

Wednesday 09:00 – 11:30 09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:00 

 

Thursday  09:00 – 11:30 09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:00 

Friday 09:00 – 11:30 

14:30 – 16:00 

 09:00 – 11:30 

Please note: The doctors are happy to speak to you on the phone instead of an appointment. Please request this from 

reception when you telephone.  

Surgery hours: Monday - Thurs. 08:30 - 18:00 

Friday 08:30 - 17:00  

Dispensary hours: Monday - Thurs. 09:00 - 12:00 and 14:30 - 18:00 

                    Friday 09:00 - 12:00 and 14:30 - 17:00 

Repeat prescriptions can be ordered online via our website. We now accept credit/debit card payments for prescriptions. 

We also operate a home delivery service for housebound registered patients.  

Please contact our reception or dispensary for more information. 

: OUR NEW WEBSITE WAS LAUNCHED IN JANUARY. IT IS AN INTERACTIVE SITE AS WE ARE KEEN FOR PATIENTS 
TO BE ABLE TO FEED THEIR IDEAS INTO THE SURGERY SO WE CAN CONTINUE TO IMPROVE OUR PROVISION OF 
TOP QUALITY, HOLISTIC, MEDICAL CARE IN OUR RURAL COMMUNITY. PLEASE VISIT THE SITE, PARTICIPATE IN 
THE SURVEYS AND SIGN UP TO THE REGULAR NEWSLETTER.  
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Waste Collection Dates for 2012 
 

a) Recycling and brown bins   b) General refuse 

 

Generally on Mondays unless stated 

May 8
th
 (Tues) and 21

st
     May 14

th
 and 28

th
 

June 6
th
 (Wed) and 18

th
     June 12

th
 (Tues) and 25

th
 

July 2
nd

, 16
th
 and 30

th
     July9th and 23

rd
 

August 13
th
 and 28

th
 (Tues)    August 6

th
 and 20

th
 

September 10
th
 and 24

th
     September 3

rd
 and 17

th
 

October 8
th
 and 22

nd
     October 1

st
, 15

th
 and 29

th
 

November 5
th
 and 19

th
     November 12

th
 and 26

th
 

December 3
rd

 and 17
th
     December 10

th
 24

th
 

 

 

Mobile Library  
Thursdays, fortnightly, from 16.05 - 16.50 in the Quarry Car Park by Thorverton Post Office. 

 

May 10
th
 and 24

th
 

June 7
th
 and 21

st
 

July 5
th
 and 19

th
 

August 2
nd

, 16
th
 and 30

th
 

September 13
th
 and 27

th
 

October 11
th
 and 25

th
 

November 8
th
 and 22

nd
 

December 6
th
 and 20

th
 

 

 

Bus Services 
Turner's Tours / Carmel Coaches (bus 678) Mon-Fri. 10.09 from The Berry and the Baptist Chapel.  

Return 13.35 from Exeter bus station, Stand 5. 

 

Stagecoach (service 55B) Mon-Sat (except Bank Holidays)  

To Tiverton: 07.55, 10.10, 12.10, 14.10, 16.10, 17.29 (this is the 155 service;  on Saturdays it is the 55B and runs at 

17.10), 18.10 from The Berry and Broadlands.  

Return from Tiverton Bus Station: 07.40, 08.35, 10.45, 12.45, 14.45, 15.55 (Mondays to Fridays term-time only), 

16.45, 17.45. 

 

To Exeter: 08.05, 09.00, 11.10, 13.10, 15.10, 16.20 (Mondays to Fridays term-time only), 17.10, 18.10 from The 

Berry and Broadlands.  

Return from Exeter Bus Station: 07.30, 09.45, 11.45, 13.45, 15.45, 17.05 (this is the 155 service; on Saturdays it is 

the 55B and runs at 16.45), 17.45.  

 

Stagecoach 55 service runs pretty much every half-hour in each direction along the Exeter-Tiverton road, stopping 

at the Thorverton turn (the Ruffwell). Please consult Stagecoach 55 Group timetable for details of this service. 

 

Stagecoach free service to Somerfield's, Broadclyst, from Broadlands on Tuesdays 14.00. 

 

Stagecoach offers a variety of concessions for regular commuters, shoppers, children, students and jobseekers as 

well as one-day unlimited-use Explorer tickets. Further details from Stagecoach: 01392 427711 or 01803 664500 or 

www.stagecoachbus.com or www.devon.gov.uk/devonbus. 

 

Devonbus Timetable Information: call Traveline 0871 200 2233 Timetables available at the Post Office 
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Diary 2012 
Please notify FOCUS Editor of additions or changes. 

(Email: focusonthorverton@yahoo.co.uk or phone Neville Lane on 861062) 

 

MAY 

Tues 1
st
  WI ‘Annual Resolution Meeting’ with exhibition of Royal Memorabilia, WI Hut  

Tues 1
st
  Exeter Singers in concert, Thorverton Parish Church, 7.30pm 

Sat 5
th
  TARTS walk near Mortehoe, meet outside the parish church, 9.30am 

Coffee Morning in aid of Exe Valley Practice, W.I. Hut, 10.00am-12.00 noon 

Wed 9
th
  Exe Valley Patient Participation Group Meeting, Thorverton Arms, 12.30pm 

Fri 11
th
  Table-top Sale, Memorial Hall, 6 for 6.30pm start 

Sat 12
th
  Saturday Market at Memorial Hall 9.30-11am  

  Great Village Clean-up, meet at Exeter Inn, 11.00am 

  Cadbury Fun Run/Walk, Fursdon House, 2.30pm 

Sun 13
th
 Vintage Gas-Up, Sunnymead, 10.00am 

Mon 14
th
- Sat 19

th
    Christian Aid Week 

Tues 15th -Sat 19
th
   East Devon Arts Festival at Thorverton Parish Church  

Sat 19
th
  Village Jubilee Photograph, 1.30 for 2.00pm 

  Church Fair in The Bury 

Wed 23
rd

 Stroll to Fair Oak, meet in The Bury at 6.30pm 

Thurs 24
th
 Arts Exchange, Memory, Cubberley House, 8.00pm 

Fri 25
th
 Thorverton and District History Society, Town Houses in Devon and their Continental 

Connections, WI Hut, 7.30pm 

Sat 26
th
            Coffee morning and Market at WI Hut, 10.00-11.00 am 

  Mama Mia, Film, Memorial Hall, 7.30pm 

Sun 27
th
 SWeGA Grass Track Racing, Ratcliffe Farm, 12.30pm 

 

JUNE 

Sun 3
rd

  Free lunch for Senior Citizens 

Mon 4
th
  Walking Carnival and Street Party followed by BBQ and fireworks 

Sat 9
th 

 Thorverton Country Show at Ratcliffe Farm 

Sun 10
th
  Thorverton Country Show at Ratcliffe Farm 

Tues 12
th
 WI ‘Summer Party’, WI Hut 

Thurs 14
th
 Arts Exchange, Shadow, Newcourt Farmhouse, 8.00pm 

Thurs 21
st
 Ladies Group Barbecue at Moss Bank, School Lane, 6.30pm 

Fri 22
th
  Thorverton and District History Society, Guided walk around historic Topsham 

Sat 23
rd

              Coffee morning and Market at WI Hut, 10.00-11.00 am 

Sun 24
th
 Open Garden, The Lodge, 1.30-5.30pm 

 

JULY 
Mon 2

nd
 Allotment Holders Quarterly Meeting at The Exeter Inn 7.30 

Tues 3
rd

  Allotment Holders’ Barbecue, Allotment Site 4.30pm 

Tues 3
rd

 WI, ‘Exeter Leukaemia Fund’, Speaker from Charity, WI Hut 

Sat 7
th

  Allotment Holders’ Barbecue, Allotments, 4pm 
Thurs 26

th
 Arts Exchange, Footprints, 25 The Glebe, 8.00pm 

Sun 29
th
 SWeGA Grass Track Racing, Ratcliffe Farm, 12.30pm 

 

AUGUST 

Tues 7
th
  WI ‘Journey Across America’ by Marion Crang, WI Hut 

 

SEPTEMBER 

Mon 3rd Allotment Holders’ Quarterly Meeting, Exeter Inn 7.30 p 

Fri 7
th
  Village Organisations’ Showcase at Memorial Hall from 7pm 

Sat 8th   Allotment Holders’ Barbecue, Allotment site, 4.00 pm 

Sat 22
nd

  SWeGA Grass Track Racing, Ratcliffe Farm, 12.30pm 

Thurs 27
th
 Arts Exchange, Randomness, Campion Cottage, 8.00pm 

 


