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The Editor welcomes interesting news items, reports etc. for publication. Items for inclusion in Focus should be 

accompanied by the name of the originator, which may be withheld from print if requested. The aims of Focus are: 

 

 To produce a non-political monthly magazine serving the people of the parish of Thorverton, providing 

them with information on activities in the parish; 

 For the magazine to be one that villagers are proud of; 

 To provide a window for those outside Thorverton to see what the village has to offer; 

 To promote local businesses through advertising; and 

 To run at a small annual profit, but with surplus funds put to support village organisations for the benefit of 

Thorverton residents. 

 

Items for publication, adverts, changes to adverts, Diary entries, changes to Thorverton Information lists should be 

sent to the Editor, preferably as plain text in an email, or as a Word doc file or a pdf file email attachment (to 

focusonthorverton@yahoo.co.uk) by the 20
th
 of the month prior to publication please. 

Computer file formats: We prefer plain text files: .ODT files, .DOC files, .RTF files and .WPS files because our 

production team have software that can read such files. BMP and JPEG files are preferred for advertisements and 
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Advertisements and Notices 

 

Poster Type Advertisements: maximum size is half an A4 page.  Text for advertisements should be prepared as 

near as possible to how it is intended to appear.  Pictures must be supplied as required on the advertisement. 

 

COMMERCIAL ADVERTISEMENTS 

 

The following advertising charges apply: 

 

 Maximum dimensions COST per ENTRY FULL YEAR (11 entries) 

Half page 18.2 cm x 12.2 cm £5.00   £50.00 

Quarter page 8.5 cm x 12.2 cm £2.50   £25.00 

One-eighth page 8.5 cm x 5.8 cm  £1.50   £15.00 

 

LOCAL ORGANISATION and CHARITIES ADVERTISEMENTS 

  COST per ENTRY 

Half page   £3.00 

Quarter or one-eighth page   free of charge 

 

Front Cover:  East Devon Arts Festival Poster 

 

The opinions and views expressed by contributors within the magazine are not necessarily those of Focus 

producers or of the Focus Committee. 

mailto:focusonthorverton@yahoo.co.uk
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Editorial 
I am pleased to present another packed Focus.  

Indeed, it could have been even more packed because 

I have not yet had room to follow up on two 

commitments made at the Focus AGM: one to print 

the Focus constitution and the other to have a page 

(or even half a page) of “small ads”.  Instead I must 

simply give advance notice that if you do have any 

relatively small (in terms of value) items that you 

would like to advertise for sale, at no cost for the 

advertisement, then please let me have a note by the 

20
th
 of the month preceding the month of publication.  

These should only be a very brief description of the 

item and contact details. 

 

The East Devon Arts Festival and Church Festival 

has come round again.  It surely can’t be a year since 

the last one.  This is always one of the highlights of 

the year for me.  I do hope that people will continue 

to support it because I know that a lot of preparation 

goes into making festivals like this successful.  Apart 

from the art exhibition in the Parish Church, I note 

that there are several other events planned, so please 

watch out for details. 

 

Talking of festivals, I wonder how many people can 

say that they were at the first Glastonbury Festival.  

Well, not many will be able to say that they were at 

the first Exeter Folk Festival, but I will be one of 

them.  The turn-out was disappointing in the extreme 

– probably no more than 70 or 80 people over the 

course of the day for a venue that could easily have 

held 200.  OK, so it was only a folk festival, but 

several big names on the folk circuit were booked to 

appear, including the recent winners of the Radio 2 

Young Folk Musicians of 2013.  The location was 

fine – the Double Locks – and the weather was 

reasonable, albeit a little chilly.  The organisers put 

on a brave face, but they must be wondering whether 

there is any future in putting on this sort of event. 

 

I mention this because it reminded me - if I needed 

any reminding – of the need to advertise events well 

enough.  Those I have spoken top afterwards who do 

have an interest in folk music simply didn’t know 

that the festival was on.  Social media can get 

messages out to a large number of people very 

quickly, however, I see village magazines as playing 

a large part too.  So, this is a very long-winded way 

of saying that if you do have any events that you are 

organising in the village, do let me have information 

well in advance so that I can get the message in 

Focus. 

 

If you have never been to the woods at Byway Farm 

(not far from Bickleigh Castle), then I recommend 

that you do so.  I went to the open day Bluebell Walk 

this afternoon.  The bluebells should still be good for 

a couple of weeks, but there is so much else to enjoy 

in these woods that it is well worth the visit.  Jane 

Ristic’s “Focus On” article this month tells you more.  

 

 

Neville Lane, Editor 
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Letters 
 

From Dorothy Folland of Dinneford Street 

 

On Easter Sunday I celebrated my 90
th
 birthday.  

Through Focus, I would like to thank all those who 

contributed towards the Goats for Africa scheme.  

Also, many thanks for all the cards I received. 

 

Come on you letter writers, surely more of you have 

things to write in about – Ed. 

 

Thorverton Church Festival  
 

CHURCH FESTIVAL - GRAND 
PRIZE DRAW 

Saturday 18th May 
 

Donations of draw prizes are always 

welcomed. 

Please contact or pass to 

Ed Greed (841231) or Peter Colebrook 

(861019) 

 

Wednesday evening 22nd 
May  

WALK TO FORTESCUE FARM 
Depart Thorverton The Berry  c. 6.00pm. 

All welcome for a walk along the old railway line 
with lovely views and hopefully bluebells, or 
drive straight to the farm to arrive at 7.00pm. 
Please bring your own picnic supper to enjoy in 
this lovely spot. There will also be some 
fascinating musical/arts input to the evening. 

Tickets £3 per person in aid of Thorverton 
Church funds. 

Booking and further details from   Ed & Jilly 
Greed  841231      jilly@ladiesinbeef.org.uk 

 

 

 

 

                                              

  Saturday 18th 
May 

Gather at 2 pm in the school playground 

to take part in the 
 

WALKING CARNIVAL 

PROCESSION 

Fancy dress essential –theme: 

On the farm 

Grand Street Fair Opening  

at 2.30 pm 

followed by Fancy Dress judging 

Grand Draw at 4 pm 

Bouncy castle   Soft play for under 5s 

Barbecue    Ice creams    Skittles 

Guess the weight of the calf and  

the names of the lambs 

Books    Plants    Cakes   vBric-a-brac 

Fun and games provided by Class 3 

All village organisations and individuals 
welcome  

to join the procession and/or  
have a stall in the street fair for own fund-

raising 
(£10 a pitch, table provided) 

For further details/offers of help/donations,  
contact Ed Greed 841231 or Allison Toogood 
860205                                                              

 

 

mailto:jilly@ladiesinbeef.org.uk
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Thorverton Parish Council   

 

 

Report of the April  meeting of the Parish 

Council 
 

  

 
 

 

Planning Matters 

No planning decisions had been received but the following three applications were considered:- 

(i) Ref 13/00401/FULL Erection of a dwelling and new retaining wall following demolition of existing wall 

(Revised scheme). Chard Cottage, Jericho Street.   

(ii) Ref 13/00009/FULL Erection of an agricultural worker’s dwelling. Northdown Farm Mobile Home.  

(iii) Ref 13/00470/FULL Erection of single storey extension and porch (Revised scheme) Orchard House, 

Raddon 

Council decided not to make comment on MDDC’s Draft Supplementary Planning Document: provision of parking 

in a new development. 

 

Parish Maintenance 

Cllrs Crang and Spivey had made valiant but unsuccessful attempts to unblock the pipes in Dinneford Meadow 

which feed the village leats.  The Council is considering using a suitable power-washer to clear the blockage which 

is believed to be near the first inspection chamber. 

 

Highways 

C/Cllr Lee undertook to enquire if road signage relating to the now closed Hulke Lane could be tidied up. He 

reported that DCC had surveyed the road at Nomans Chapel as part of an investigation into the drainage problems 

there.  Concerns about the condition of the wall at the edge of the highway near Bridge house would also be passed 

on to DCC. 

 

Allotments 

Several allotment holders had complained about the presence of dog mess in the allotments field. Anyone visiting 

the field is reminded to close the gate to try to avoid the possibility of stray dogs entering. 

 

Other matters 

The Wildlife Trust (Devon) is organising a survey of the glow-worm population of the county and it seems that 

some are known to be present in the parish..  If you are lucky enough to spot any, please get in touch with the Trust 

so that the glow-worm data base can be updated. Details can be found on the internet or, if this is not accessible to 

you, please get in touch with the Clerk. 

    

The next meeting of the Parish Council will take place on Tuesday, 14
th
 May 2013 at 7.30pm in the Memorial Hall.  

This will be the Annual Meeting of the Council, when the Chairman for the year will be elected. 

 

Agendas of Council meetings are displayed before each meeting on the Parish Notice Board in School Lane. 

 
Jane Lane, Parish Clerk 

 

 

Telephone: 01392 861062, email:thorvertonclerk@aol.com 
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Thorverton Memorial Hall 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reg. Charity no. 203778 

 

The Memorial Hall is a village facility used both for 

regular weekly meetings and for one-off or 

occasional events. 

 

Regular weekly meetings 

In term time there are currently Pilates and Zumba 

classes on Monday evenings.  On Wednesdays the 

Mothers and Toddlers meet in the morning; three 

different-age Junior Dance groups meet in the 

afternoon and the Guides in the evening. On 

Thursday evenings there is Yoga and on Friday 

mornings the Art Group meets in the Hall.  In the 

autumn and spring terms the School holds PE classes 

there on Tuesday afternoons. 

 

Occasional events 

These include parties of various kinds and for all 

ages from young children to 80 and 90 year old 

birthdays; weddings both for local people and others 

from further afield; and a variety of drama 

productions. Future bookings include using the Hall 

as a polling station next month; the Country Show 

Fun Day on 8
th
 June; duck racing on Sunday 30

th
 

June; Country Show bingo on 2
nd

 July (and possible 

monthly sessions thereafter); and a Beer Festival on 

7
th
 September.  Looking further ahead there are plans 

for a murder mystery evening; the Holly Ball (on 30
th
 

November); a special Christmas bingo; and the 

TADS Christmas production. 

 

The Saturday Market. 

The Saturday Market and Big Breakfast are held on 

the second Saturday of each month except June.  

There is now a popular fruit and vegetable stall that 

has recently joined the many other stalls offering a 

large variety of goods and products.  Sadly Frank and 

Alice have decided they can no long run the book 

stall after the next Market.  If there is anyone who 

would be prepared to take over the book stall please 

do contact any member of the Hall Committee listed 

below or email the Secretary 

(r.fieldhouse@exter.ac.uk) or phone 860768. 

 

 

 

April Saturday Market Draw 

1
st
 prize, an orchid: Ivor Payne; 2

nd
 prize, a bottle of 

Cava: Sue Harlow; 3
rd

 prize, chocolate brazils: Matt 

Payne; 4
th
 prize, chocolate truffles: John Taverner; 5

th
 

prize, cosmetics: Val Henson 

 

Memorial Hall Committee 

The following are the members of the Committee: 

Mike Shelton (Chair), Sarah Addicott, Di Baker, 

Roger Fieldhouse, Jeff Grace, Bob Hyde, Colin 

Marshall, Clare Roberts, David Waldron and Tony 

Woodhouse.  Please contact any of them if you wish 

to book the hall for an event or would just like to 

discuss how you might use the hall facilities, or with 

any other queries. 

 
 

 

 

East Devon Arts Festival at 
Thorverton Church 

 
There’s plenty to do to help make this another 

successful and enjoyable event. 

  

As well as offers of help both beforehand and 

during the festival, we need: 

 

 good quality carrier bags of various sizes 

but big and small especially  

 small paper bags 

 Lucky Dip prizes for the children; under 

4s, older boys and girls - small items 

please, not too bulky 

Please put them in the box just inside the church 

door. 

 

There is a book in church in which you can sign 

up for various tasks – we especially need help 

setting out the craft displays - and also plenty of 

posters and handbills for you to distribute.  

Please tell all your friends. 

  

mailto:r.fieldhouse@exter.ac.uk
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Notice Board  
 

Sylv and Anne’s 

CHATTER CAFÉ 
 

2-30pm to 4-4/30pm 

Every Monday 

 

(Excluding Bank Holidays) 

 
Tea/Coffee          50p 

Slice of cake       50p 

Meeting others    Free 

Fun /laughter       Free 

Waitress service  Free 

Washing up         Nil 

Yearly party        Free 

 

Can you afford not to come? 

  

Thorverton Church Consort Practices 
 

In church from 7:45 to 9 p.m. 

Thursdays:- 

May 2nd, 16th and 30th 

June 20th and 27th 

July (4th – party) 18th 

  

Thorverton Church Junior Consort 

Practices 
Mondays at school, 3:30 to 4:30 p.m.:- 

May 13th and 20th 

June 17th 

July 1st, (4th – party) and 15th        
 

New members always welcome. 

Please contact Mary Thomas, 01392 860730 

 

 

Crediton Parish Church 

Exhibition with Flowers 
‘NATIONAL TREASURES’ 

 
Sat 1

st
 June – Thurs 6

th
 June 10.30am-8pm 

Sun 11am-6pm Thurs 10.30am – 5pm 

 

Free admission, Free Parking, Refreshments 

 

 

TAG  
Thorverton Art Group 

 

FRIDAYS FROM 9:30 

@ THORVERTON MEMORIAL HALL.   
 

 
NEW MEMBERS VERY WELCOME 

 

TRIAL WEEK FREE - JUST TURN UP! 

 

Thorverton Arts Exchange 
 

At Arts Exchange meetings we share our enthusiasms 

for writing, music, painting, film, craft etc. with one 

another.  Usually there is a theme to our choices, but 

occasionally an individual member will take 

responsibility for a whole evening. 

 

The meetings take place in members' homes on 

Thursdays at 8.00 pm.  Dates and venues: 

 

23 May:  Surprise at Cubberley House 

20 June: Departure at Stable House 

18 July:  Movement at Ockero 

12 September: Spring Success at Dinneford Spring 

 

New members are always welcome. For further 

information contact Louise Page or Rob Purvis, 

Campion Cottage 860509. 

 

Mum and Toddlers/Baby Group 
 

Held at the Memorial Hall, Thorverton  

Every Wednesday morning 9.30-11.30  

 

 cost £2.00 
 

 this includes a tea or coffee, a snack for your 

little one, toys, activities and friendly faces!  

 

If you want any further information please call 

Wendy Coles on 01392 860031 (Toddler Rep) 
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12th Sunnymead Gas-Up 
 

Sunday 12
th

 May 2013 
 

Come along with your vintage machinery. 

This year we are expecting over 30 tractors, 

steam engines (large and small), a steam car, 

classic cars, bikes, stationary engines, etc… 

 

This year’s event is in aid of Devon Air 

Ambulance and Thorverton Surgery. 

 
There will be a bouncy castle, prize draw, tombola, 

bric-a-brac and plant stalls, food and drink. 

 

Come along and support this long running event. 

Entry by donation from 10am onwards. 

 
At Sunnymead, Thorverton, EX5 5PJ 

Tel. (01392) 860317 

 
WANTED : Bric-a-brac or anything that you think might 

sell to raise money for these very worthwhile causes. Give 

us a ring and we will collect, or you can drop items off at 

the above address. 

 

We would also welcome any car boot sellers or stalls. 

Please phone the above number for any enquiries. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

conducted by Andrew Millington 

 

Baroque Glories 

 

Thursday 23
rd

 May 2013 at 7.30 p.m. 

 

Vivaldi – Gloria;  Pergolesi – Magnificat 

Handel – Chandos Anthem No. 9 : O praise 

the Lord 

 

At the Mint Methodist Church, Fore Street, 

Exeter EX4 3JQ 

 

The programme includes the much-loved Gloria by 

Vivaldi, Handel's Chandos Athem with its echoes of 

the famous Zadok The Priest and the less familiar 

setting of the Magnificat by Pergolesi. 

 

Tickets: £12 unreserved 

On-line: www.exephil.org.uk 

EPC tickets: 01392 499211 

Exeter Visitor Centre & Tickets, Dix's Field: by 

phone or in person – 01392 665885. 
  
  

 

THORVERTON ARMS  

Charity Quiz Nights 

First Sunday evening each 

month 

5th May 
for British Red Cross  

2nd June  
for Wateraid 

 

Teams of up to 5 
£1 per person to the named charity 

7 for 7.30pm start 

e: info@thethorvertonarms.co.uk 

t: 01392 860205 
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THORVERTON ART GROUP 
 

Members of Thorverton Art Group are 
pleased to be exhibiting their paintings and 

other work at East Devon Arts Festival.  
 

 We are also grateful to Stephen and Allison 
Toogood of the Thorverton Arms for once 
again hosting an exhibition of members’ 

favourite paintings, 
 from 3rd until 24th May, during normal 

opening hours. 

 

 
Thorfest, 7 September  
 

On September 7
th
 2013,   

Thorverton will hold its first 

Beer and Music Festival –

 Thorfest. 

 
 

 

Cadbury Fun Run 

It’s that time of year again and following the success 

of last year’s event, the 28th Annual Cadbury Charity 

Fun Run and walk will be held on  

Saturday 11th May. 

As those of you who attended last year will know, 

May is one of the most beautiful months of the year 

at Fursdon and the route is approximately three miles 

long with spectacular views of the surrounding 

countryside across fields, paths and through 

woodland. It will start and finish at Fursdon Coach 

Hall and registration will take place from 1.30pm for 

a Race start time of 2.30pm. For more details about 

how to get to Fursdon House please take a look at 

www.fursdon.co.uk.  

 Drinks will be available half way and there will be 

refreshments to welcome hungry walkers back at the 

end. The entry fee will be £5 for over 16s, £2 for 

children under 16 (children below school age are 

free) and last but not least £1 per dog! 

 This year proceeds will be split between Cadbury 

Church and our nominated charity, the Devon Air 

Ambulance Trust. The Devon Air Ambulance Trust 

raises funds to keep two helicopters flying in Devon 

at a cost of £4.5 million per year. It is independent of 

Government funding and operating costs of the 

service are met by public fundraising and donations. 

It is an essential service for those who live rurally 

and has saved many lives.  

 Please join us in supporting these worthwhile 

charities whilst having an enjoyable day out. We look 

forward to seeing you on the 11th! 

 James and Amy Greig 

http://www.fursdon.co.uk/
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 The Exe Valley Film 

Society 
         

 
 

Proudly presents our next screening: 
 

HAIRSPRAY (2007) (PG) 
                     

THURSDAY 30th MAY,   7.30 for 8.0pm, 
Brampford Speke Village Hall 

 
Director: Adam Shankman.  
Starring: John Travolta, Michelle Pfeiffer, 
Christopher Walken 
                  
 
A ‘feel good’ musical telling the story of an 
overweight teenager who realises her dream 
of performing on American TV and 
champions disadvantaged performers while 
antagonising the wealthy set. Great fun! 
 
 All welcome – members £1, non-members 
£5. Bring a bottle, a snack if you wish and 
enjoy the friendly, relaxed, candle-lit 
atmosphere & free popcorn! Enquiries 01392 
840072 

www.womensstarlightwalk.co.uk for more 

details and to register  

Hospiscare is a local charity – making a difference in 

Devon 

Flower Arranging Workshop 
 
Tuesday May 7th, 7.30 - 9 p.m. 

at The Thorverton Arms 

 

Please bring:- 

For buttonhole 

1 rose or carnation  

2 or 3 ivy leaves 

 

For corsage 

2 or 3 small roses or spray carnations 

2 ivy leaves  

A handful of other small leaved greenery and/or 

small flowers 

www.hospiscare.co.uk  

Hospiscare  Dryden Road, Exeter EX25JJ.   

http://www.womensstarlightwalk.co.uk/
http://www.hospiscare.co.uk/
http://www.hospiscare.co.uk/
http://www.hospiscare.co.uk/
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FERRETS ahoy!   

Cross the river for a fun evening for all the family 

on SATURDAY MAY 18TH - FERRET RACING in 

Silverton Community Hall - 

where the doors will be open from 7.30pm  

only £2 entry fee, and free for children. 

 

    It's all in aid of fundraising for Silverton Village 

Twinning (open to Thorverton residents too - we'd 

especially welcome more young families) and there will be 

a licenced bar. 

 

    A great evening out which has proved very popular in 

the past - you 

are all welcome and tell your friends! Call 860864 for 

more details. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Old Thorverton 
 

Alex Fice is putting together a display of old Thorverton postcards, pictures and memorabilia for display during 

Church Week (in Thorverton School on Friday 17
th
 May 4-8pm and Saturday 18

th
 May 11am-5pm).  If you have 

any items of interest that you would be prepared to loan please contact him on 01392 861136.  There will also be 

displayed a collection of Brampford Speke pictures. 
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Fursdon House, Cadbury, Devon, EX5 5JS 

 

 

 

 

 
Historic manor house with elegant Jacobean and Regency interior, home of the Fursdon family for 7 

centuries. Local history, family memorabilia and costumes, furniture and paintings on informal tour. 

Stroll in grounds and lovely walled garden. Delicious home baking in the Coach Hall. 

 

House and Garden Opening Dates 2013 

Bank Holiday Mondays and Sundays and Wednesdays in June, July and August 

Grounds open from 2pm to 5pm. Tours of the House at 2.30 and 3.30. 

Delicious cream teas in the Coach Hall 

 

Groups by arrangement. See www.fursdon.co.uk for information or call 01392 860860 

 

Thorverton Post Office & TCT newsagents/stationers 

Quarry Car Park, Lynch Road 

Thorverton   01392 860455 

offering a very wide range of post office services, newspapers, magazines, stationery, posting and packing 

materials, laundry service, photocopying – service with a smile! 

 

Mon – Fri  9.00 – 5.30 (closed 1.00-2.00) Sat  9.00 – 12.00  

Sun 9.00 – 10.30   TCT paper shop only 

http://www.fursdon.co.uk/
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Parish Church Services and News 

MAY 2013 SERVICES & INFORMATION 

The Netherexe Parishes - A Mission Community in the Diocese of Exeter  

 

Sunday 5 May 2013 Easter 5 
 

08:00 am Holy Communion [BCP] Newton St Cyres   DD 

10:00 am Service With A Smile   ☺ Brampford Speke    L Ford 

10:00 am Holy Communion [C] Poltimore          Michael & Sharon Simpson 

10:00 am Service of The Word & Baptism    Stoke Canon    DC 

10:00 am Holy Communion & Baptism  [C] Thorverton   DD 

11:15 am Holy Communion    [C] Rewe DC 

06:30 pm Evening Prayer  [BCP] Cadbury   DC 

06:30 pm Evening Prayer [BCP] Newton St Cyres  DD 

 

 

Thursday 9 May 2013 Ascension Day    Mission Community Service 
 

06:30 pm Holy Communion  [C] Rewe   DD 
 

Followed by meal if desired at Thorverton Arms, Thorverton  

 

Sunday 12 May 2013 Sunday after Ascension Day 
 

10:00 am Family Service of The Word    ☺ Newton St Cyres    Lay-Led  

10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Stoke Canon  DD  

11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Upton Pyne  DC  

06:30 pm Evening Prayer  [BCP] Huxham   DD 

  

 

Sunday 19 May 2013  Whitsunday  
 

09:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Brampford Speke  DD 

10:00 am Holy Communion       [C] Cadbury     H Whitty 

10:00 am Service of The Word  Poltimore Lay-Led 

10:00 am Family Service of The Word Festival  ☺ Thorverton  DC 
   Joint with Baptist Church  

11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Netherexe    DD 

05:00 pm Holy Communion  [C] Stoke Canon  DC 

 

 

Wednesday 22 May 2013  
 

09:30 am Holy Communion  [BCP] Thorverton   DC  

 

Sunday 26 May 2013 Trinity Sunday  
 

09:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Huxham                                   A Simmonds 

10:00 am Service of The Word  Cadbury Lay-Led  

10:00 am Holy Communion   [C] Newton St Cyres  DD 

10:00 am Service of The Word   Upton Pyne  Lay-Led  

11:15 am Service of The Word   Rewe Lay-Led  

06:30 pm Evening Prayer  [BCP] Thorverton  DD 

 

 

Sunday 2 June 2013 Trinity 1 
 

09:00am Holy Communion  [C] Upton Pyne  DC 

10:00 am Service With A Smile    ☺  Brampford Speke      L Ford  

10:00 am Holy Communion   [C] Poltimore   JD 

10:00 am Service of The Word     Stoke Canon    Lay-Led  

10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Thorverton           Michael & Sharon Simpson 

11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Rewe  SS 

06:30 pm Evening Prayer  [BCP] Cadbury  DC 

06:30 pm Evening Prayer   [BCP] Newton St Cyres    SS 
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Services in the Netherexe Parishes 
Your parish churches aim to provide a variety of service types to meet the needs of the whole community.  Most Sunday 

services except those early in the morning include hymns and music. Everyone is welcome at all services 

 

Service With A Smile These Family Services are designed for all ages and with the needs  

Brampford Speke & Stoke Canon  of young children especially in mind.They are informal and  contemporary 

And Family Service Thorverton & in style often including a children’s activity at the beginning; without  

Newton St Cyres  communion.  Services usually last about 35 minutes and are followed by 

 refreshments. 

 

Holy Communion  [C] Traditional service in contemporary language [one hour] 

Holy Communion  [BCP] Traditional service in traditional language [one hour] 

Service of The Word  [SW]  Morning or Evening Service [without communion] in 

  contemporary language, often Lay-Led 

Morning Prayer  [BCP] Traditional Morning Service [Mattins] from the Book of 

  Common Prayer [about an hour] 

Evening Prayer or [BCP] Traditional Evening Service from the Book of Common 

Choral Evensong  Prayer [about an hour] 

 

Daily Morning & Evening Prayer in the Netherexe Parishes 
 

 

For daily services the format is generally Book of Common Prayer at Thorverton and Common Worship elsewhere, and the 

timing is about 20-30 minutes.  All are welcome. 

Morning Prayer is said on Mondays at 9.10pm in Stoke Canon church (during the school term, this takes the form of 

Collective Worship for Stoke Canon C. of E. School); on Tuesdays at 9.00am in Stoke Canon Chapel; In Thorverton at 7.30am 

on many weekdays and at 9.00am on Saturdays.  For a list of the days this month on which Morning Prayer will be said at 

Thorverton, please see the notice posted in the church porch at Thorverton and on the website [go to churches section then 

select Thorverton] 

Holy Communion [BCP] is celebrated on one Wednesday in each month at Thorverton at 9.30am; please see service details 

above for this month’s date 

Evening Prayer is said on Tuesdays at 6.00pm in Rewe church and on Thursdays at 5.00pm in Newton St Cyres church. 

 

Variations:   Mon 06 May No Morning Prayer at Stoke Canon Church [No school assembly] 

Mon 27 May  No Morning Prayer at Stoke Canon Church [No school assembly] 

 

Who’s Who …..? Abbreviations Key 

 

DD The Revd  Preb Douglas Dettmer Rector   01392 860332 

SS The Revd  Preb Sue Sheppard  Associate Minister 01392 841284 

JD The Revd  Julia Dallen   Assistant Curate 01392 861145  

DC The Revd  Dave Carrington   Assistant Curate 01392 841275 

 

Family Services of the Word marked ☺ are led by Lay Teams. For more information about the Netherexe Parishes please see 

www.netherexe.org or contact: 

 

Mrs Margaret Lowe [Administrator] 

Tel: 07594 714590 - Tuesday & Thursday [08:30 – 16:30] 

Email: margaret.admin@netherexe.org 

Correspondence:  The Netherexe Parishes, PO Box 734, Stoke Canon, Exeter, EX5 4WP. 

 

In Touch:  Each month we publish details of all church services, events and activities in our information leaflet called “In 

Touch”.  It is free and printed copies can be found in all of our churches but it is also available on-line from our website at 

www.netherexe.org  or if you would prefer to receive a copy by email, simply send your details to our Administrator  

Margaret Lowe at margaret.admin@netherexe.org and you will be added to the monthly email distribution list. 

 

Would you like a lift to church?  May we offer you a lift to the parish church or to a joint service elsewhere?  

For transport to Sunday services  from locations in Thorverton parish, please ring Steve Rendell on 01392 

860780.   

For transport to weekday Holy Communion at Thorverton please ring Margaret Turner -Warwick on 01392 

861173 

For transport from locations in Newton St Cyres parish please contact Mrs Charlotte Dyer on 01392 851618 

For transport from Rewe parish please contact Guy Sheppard on 01392 841284 

http://www.netherexe.org/
mailto:margaret.admin@netherexe.org
http://www.netherexe.org/
mailto:margaret.admin@netherexe.org
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Parish Letter
SUPPORTING THE CHURCH... 
 
In a phrase I admire, Winston Churchill reputedly 

described himself as ‘not a pillar of the Church, but 

more of a flying buttress—I support it from the 

outside.’ 

 

All of us in one way or another are on a journey of 

faith, as we all trust in something.  For many millions 

of people in this world, the mystery of God, 

understood in one way or another, is the foundation 

of our trust, our values and our hopes. 

 

Others—not least in materially privileged north-

western societies—as they seek to live good and 

faithful lives, find themselves in a complex variety of 

relationships with the idea of God, even taking leave 

of the idea altogether, temporarily or indefinitely.  

(Needless to say, I hope it will always be a minority 

who feel compelled to take leave of that idea 

finally—though I also trust that the reality of whom 

our various concepts of God try haltingly to speak 

will never take leave of them!) 

 

Yet in all this complexity and diversity of 

contemporary faith, what is striking in the 

communities of this land among others is our 

collective reluctance to let go of symbols of the 

historic Christianity which has shaped our culture, 

language and ethical tradition—and above all, the 

buildings which are resonant with the memory and 

living practice of that faith.  When a church building 

is lost to regular worship, sacraments and public 

prayer, even if its fabric can be preserved as a relic of 

history, most of us sense that something profoundly 

important has been lost.  We are not ready to let go of 

what these buildings stand for, of what fills the silent 

space the stones create—which seems perplexingly 

more than a much-loved memory, more than the 

premise of a unit of cultural heritage.  And that 

reluctance is very significant. 

 

Society is changing as it always has, and that means 

the life of the Christian church as a faith 

community—including the Church of England, with 

which so many who live in these Netherexe parishes 

identify themselves in one way or another—is 

changing too.  Patterns of worship and participation 

alter as people’s weekly lives and activities become 

more complex; patterns of organisation alter as their 

economic basis shifts.  Though the Church of 

England overall remains one of the most amazingly 

robust voluntary bodies in this country, thousands of 

small rural parishes like ours are struggling to 

maintain ecclesiastical organisations and Grade I 

historic buildings while seeking to proclaim the 

Christian faith, in word and deed, afresh in a new 

generation.  Too many small groups of committed 

worshippers are nearing the limit of their practical 

ability to do all this. 

 

That is why it is so wonderfully encouraging to see in 

our local communities many signs of growing 

commitment to the presence of church buildings 

there—‘living’ and not simply preserved.  In the 

majority of these parishes, groups have come 

together (several very recently) to offer practical 

support to Parochial Church Councils in maintaining 

the church buildings on behalf of the wider 

community and, as part of the process, finding that 

their activities strengthen community life in its own 

right.  Here we see creative initiatives quickly 

contributing to wider social good in ways well 

beyond their immediate aims. 

 

Some of those involved in this work may be load-

bearing pillars, supporting the church from inside; 

others may see themselves as flying buttresses, 

helping equally to bear the load from outside because 

they want the church to keep soaring up into the 

landscape, strong and true; still others may have one 

foot on either side of the threshold, opening the 

church door themselves or holding it open for others!  

From wherever such support is offered and whatever 

form it takes, it helps to ensure living spaces in our 

communities, significant in ways so far beyond what 

words can express.  For that, Alleluia! 

 

With best wishes for the Easter season— 

 

                                                   Douglas Dettmer Douglas Dettmer, Rector 

Baptist Church 
Choose     Refuse    Enthuse  
 

Thorverton Baptists are very much committed to a 

movement called Christian Solidarity Worldwide, 

which works to promote religious freedom, social 

justice and human rights throughout the world.  It 

does this through a programme of advocacy and by 

publicising cases where human rights are not being 

respected.  CSW currently has a campaign known as 

Operation 18, upholding people's right to choose 

their religion.  Operation 18 is a reference to Article 

18 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 

which states: 

 

"Everyone has the right to freedom of thought, 

conscience and religion; this right includes freedom 

to change their religion or belief, and freedom, either 

alone or in community with others and in public or 
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private, to manifest their religion or belief in 

teaching, practice, worship and observance." 

 

The contention of CSW is that Article 18 is not being 

respected in many societies throughout the world 

despite governments' paying lip service to it and, 

indeed, having officially enshrined it in their 

respective constitutions.  Under the slogan "Choose - 

Refuse - Enthuse", which is how CSW interprets 

Article 18, the campaign is seeking to inform 

individuals, groups and governments of widespread 

violations of these fundamental rights. 

 

A few months ago the UN's Special Rapporteur for 

Freedom of Religion or Belief, Professor Heiner 

Bielefeldt, held a press conference at which he 

launched his  report on conversion and outlined some 

of these issues mentioned above.  "This isn't just a 

matter of theory, an academic question to be 

debated." he stated.  "It's a practically relevant 

problem for millions around the world...We've seen 

many times that raising public awareness can be 

really effective in combating religious freedom 

violations."  Raising public awareness is what CSW 

is setting out to do. 

 

Choose - Pastor Yousef Nadarkhani of Iran used to 

be a Muslim.  A church leader considered as an 

apostate for leaving Islam, he spent years in prison 

before being released after a long campaign by CSW 

on his behalf.  Others face the same hardships. 

 

Refuse - In Vietnam villagers who converted to 

Christianity came under great pressure to recant their 

Christian faith.  They were harassed when other 

villagers called in the police and threatened when 

they refused to sign documents renouncing their 

beliefs, 

 

Enthuse - In India a whole range of peaceful religious 

activities are regarded as illegitimate and attract a 

combination of violence and restrictions,  Targets can 

include charity work, ordinary church meetings and 

evangelistic activities. 

 

In each of these cases, CSW contends, the state has 

failed in its duties to Article 18.  The freedom to 

choose, refuse and enthuse has been violated.   

 

Thorverton Baptists support CSW's petition to the 

British government to develop an action plan which 

will integrate the recommendations of the UN 

Rapporteur into British foreign policy.  
   

Maurice Harrison  
 

Ladies Group 
At the April meeting we enjoyed playing some board 

games, some were of the thinking kind and some 

were of the noisy kind!  

Our next meeting will be the last before the summer 

break.  The Barbeque evening will take place at Beryl 

Grace's, Moss Bank at the earlier time of 6.45p.m.  

Please supply a salad or a dessert, and phone Beryl 

beforehand to let her know which one you intend to 

bring with you.  

Elspeth Holmes 

 

Women’s Institute 
I apologise for failing to include the following article 

about February’s meeting in Focus before now.  I 

think that it should still be of some interest to 

readers: 

 

We thoroughly enjoyed the talk given by Marion 

Crang about her cooking experiences while working 

for an agency.  The meals that she cooked ranged 

from simple meals for trainee farmers to catering for 

shooting parties, informal dinners and very large 

dinner parties. 

 

She sometimes found that she was expected to be 

companion, driver, even nanny/nurse to one large 

family of children who spent the whole fortnight 

being ill. 

 

Working for many employers meant cooking for all 

sorts of interesting people and sometimes she met 

glamorous film stars, aristocracy, even royalty on 

two occasions.  Being sent to a variety of lovely 

homes meant cooking in different kitchens and this 

involved coping in chaotic small spaces to working in 

grand kitchens with butlers (some skittish!) and 

kitchen maids to help prepare the meals. 

 

Hard work but what a wonderful experience! 

 

Paddy Milford 

 

April’s Report 

At our April meeting Sylv Gregory gave us a very 

interesting talk on the history of aloe vera. It has been 

used for many years with some evidence of it BC. 

There is even more interest these days as people are 

concerned about the side effects of modern day 

drugs. Aloe vera is a member of the lily family, it has 

only 5 true varieties, it can grow to over 5ft but only 

flowers after 5years then the plant dies. Aloe vera has 

many uses including treatment for burns grazes and 

inflammation of the skin; it is also very beneficial for 

treatment of animals.  
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The competition for a decorated egg was won by 

Paddy Milford and flower of the month with a 

hellebore was Mary Stevens.  

 

We extend a warm welcome to any ladies wishing to 

join our meetings on the first Tuesday of each 

month.   

E Stevens 

 

Thorverton Country Show 
 

 

 

 

 

 

We are not holding a Show this year (2013), instead 

the Committee is organising a Family Fun Day on 8
th
 

June at Thorverton Memorial Hall, from 10am to 

4pm. 

 

The Fun Day will be close to the centre of the village, 

and there will be lots of activities for the whole 

family, including a climbing wall, archery, magic 

shows, fun run, dance workshops, Family Dog Show, 

Homecraft competition and much more with free 

entry, and of course hot and cold food and a Bar.  

There will also be an outdoor market for local 

crafters and traders and we are inviting anyone 

interested in having a stall to apply by 24
th
 May. 

Details of the Dog Show classes and Homecraft 

classes are available on the website (see also below). 

 

We would also like to invite local voluntary and 

community organisations to take part in the Fun Day 

and run an activity or stall to raise funds for their 

own organisation in return for a small donation to the 

Thorverton Country Show.   

 

Thank you to everyone who has offered help and 

support on the day.  We are organising rotas for the 

day so if anyone has a couple of hours spare to help 

we would be extremely grateful.  Please contact us as 

soon as possible with your availability and we will be 

only too pleased to include you in our rotas. 

 

If you are interested in being involved in the Fun Day 

or running a stall or activity, or for further 

information please contact Caroline Taverner on 

01392 860069 or see our website at 

www.thorvertoncountryshow.co.uk.  We look 

forward to hearing from you. 

 

Caroline Taverner 

http://www.thorvertoncountryshow.co.uk/
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Garden Club 
On the evening of the 15

th
 April we had a very 

enjoyable and informal evening with four ladies, 

Elsie Molyneux, Georgina Maxwell-Batten, Pat 

Brookes and Maggie Clarke giving demonstrations in 

flower arrangement.  It was very interesting to go 

around the hall and just to sit and watch the beautiful 

arrangements taking shape each one intrinsic to the 

individual creator and therefore totally different.  

Maggie Clarke has a quite different talent – all her 

creations are put onto card with the end product 

being a beautiful card suitable for any occasion such 

as birthdays and the smaller ones being ideal for 

place settings.  Thank you ladies – we all had a 

lovely evening. 

 

On the afternoon of Wednesday 8
th
 May Nick Baker 

is organising a tour of Killerton which will be led by 

Kate Tuke the Head Gardner.  We will be doubling 

up to go over in our own cars so if any non-members 

would like to join us please do give Nick a ring on 

851 634; you will be most welcome. 

 

Our next talk will be on Monday 20
th
 May at 7.30 pm 

when Allan French will be returning this time to talk 

on Spring and Summer plants.  If anyone would like 

further details about the Garden Club then please do 

contact me on 861 205. 

 Ros Rowlerson 

 

I Don’t Believe It 
I rarely feel sorry for Uncle Sam, but what a month! 

Hard on the heels of industrial tragedy at West more 

appalling images from Boston’s marathon flashed 

across our screens. This was followed a couple of 

days later by scenes of returning devastation at Ya’an 

in China.  

 

Using poor weather as an excuse to neglect the 

garden, I’ve succumbed to watching cookery 

programmes. It seems that as soon as one channel has 

a series on a particular topic they all follow – so 

much for choice. Now that sugar is apparently 

challenging fat and salt as public health enemy 

number one I’ve been studying recipes with renewed 

interest. With so much health education why are 

these so called chefs incapable of producing a tasty 

meal without using a churn of butter, a block of salt 

or a bag of sugar?   

 

A friend of mine has a talent for inventing words – 

for thoughtless motorists use densitron. 

                                     
         
             Commentator 

 

Legal Eagle 
Most defences in English law are ‘general defences‘: 

they are complete defences to any criminal charge. 

Some defences, however, are, as we have seen, 

partial, loss of control and diminished responsibility 

are defences only to the crime of murder and result 

not in a complete exemption from liability but the 

accused, instead of being convicted of murder, is 

convicted of manslaughter. 

 

The view adopted by English law is that defences are 

either excusatory or justificatory. 
 

Where the accused raises an excusatory defence he is 

arguing that his behaviour should be excused for a 

reason which the law should take account of. 

 

Where the accused raises a justificatory defence he 

is, in effect saying that his behaviour was justified in 

the particular circumstances. 
 

As a general rule, the burden of proof is on the 

prosecution to disprove the defence once the accused 

has put forward enough evidence for the defence 

raised to be left to be decided the court. The burden 

on the accused is called the ‘evidential‘ burden 

whereas the burden on the prosecution is called the 

‘legal‘ burden. 

 

Insanity is an excusatory defence and provides an 

exception to the general rule regarding the burden of 

proof. Where the accused claims to have been insane 

at the time of the commission of the offence the 

accused bears the legal burden of proof, but only to 

the civil law standard, namely on a balance of 

probabilities. 

 

Insanity is a legal, not a medical term and where 

successfully pleaded will result in the ‘special 

verdict‘ of not guilty by reason of insanity. The judge 

then has power to make any of the orders available 

under s5 Criminal Procedure (Insanity) Act 1964 

(as amended). 

 

There is no legislative provision defining insanity. 

The relevant legislation deals only with procedures 

and the verdict and its consequences. So how is it to 

be discovered whether a person was, or was not, 

suffering from insanity at the time of the commission 

of the offence? The answer is to be found in the 

M’Naghten Rules [1843]. 
 

Daniel McNaghten shot Sir Rober Peel’s secretary, 

Edmund Drummond, perhaps thinking that it was 

Peel himself. The defence introduced evidence of the 

accused’s insanity, particularly his obsession with the 

morbid delusion that he was being persecuted by 

‘Tories‘. The judge, Lord Tindal C.J., directed the 



Focus on Thorverton  Vol. 44 No. 5 – May 2013 

 

17 

jury in the following terms: ‘The question to be asked 

is whether......the prisoner had or had not the use of 

his understanding, so as to know that he was doing a 

wrong and wicked act.‘ The jury returned a verdict of 

not guilty by reason of insanity. 

 

However, that was not the end of the story for the 

acquittal caused such a public outcry that the matter 

was debated in the House of Lords and the House 

sought the advice of the judges. The advice was 

given by fourteen judges and led to what, since that 

time, have been referred to as the M’Naghten Rules. 

 

In essence, the jury are to be told in all cases that 

every man is to be presumed to be sane, and to 

possess a sufficient degree of reason to be 

responsible for his crimes, until the contrary be 

proved to their satisfaction. 

 

In order to rebut the presumption of sanity it must be 

proved that the accused was labouring under such a 

defect of reason from disease of the mind as not to 

know the nature and quality of the act he was doing, 

or, if he did know it, that he did not know he was 

doing what was wrong. 

 

For good measure, the judges also provided advice 

on partial insanity, if the accused labours under a 

partial delusion only, and is not in other respects 

insane, then the advice given was that he should be 

considered in the same situation as to responsibility 

as if the facts to which the delusion exists were real. 

 

Disease of the mind is a legal term, not a medical 

one. A disease of the mind will be established where 

an internal factor causes a malfunctioning of the 

mind. 

 

Primarily the defence, when used, is used by those 

suffering serious mental disorders. This does not, 

however, rule out the possibility of there being 

something wrong with the brain; some degeneration 

or changed physical state. 

 

Two highly significant cases on the issue of whether 

the accused was suffering from a disease of the mind 

are R –v- Sullivan [1984] and R –v- Burgess [1991]. 

In Sullivan, the accused was charged with inflicting 

grievous bodily harm, contrary to s20 of the Offences 

Against the Person Act 1861. He had attacked his 

friend, Payne, during the post-ictal stage of an 

epileptic seizure. The trial judge ruled that this 

amounted to insanity rather than automatism with the 

result that the accused changed his plea to guilty to 

the lesser offence of assault occasioning actual bodily 

harm. He then appealed against conviction on the 

basis that he should have been allowed to raise the 

issue of automatism. The House of Lords dismissed 

the appeal, holding that insanity was the appropriate 

defence because the malfunctioning of the mind had 

been caused by an internal factor, amounting to a 

disease of the mind. 

 

In Burgess, the accused attacked his friend, Miss 

Curtis, with a bottle and then a video-recorder and 

then put his hand around her throat. The accused 

claimed that he was sleepwalking and therefor had 

acted unconsciously. On this basis it was argued that 

he was entitled to be acquitted on the grounds of non-

insane automatism. The trial judge ruled that the jury 

had to decide whether the accused was acting 

consciously or whether he was entitled to the special 

verdict of not guilty by reason of insanity. The jury 

found the accused not guilty by reason of insanity. 

The accused appealed to the Court of Appeal 

(Criminal Division). The appeal was dismissed, 

sleepwalking, it was held, is due to an internal cause 

and the appropriate defence is insanity. 

 

Whilst psychomotor epilepsy has long been 

recognised as a disease of the mind, the same cannot 

be said of sleepwalking and the decision in Burgess 

has divided opinion in the medico-legal community. 

 

The disease of the mind must lead to a defect of 

reason. The result is that the defence will only be 

available to those whose cognitive powers of 

memory, reason and understanding are defective. 

 

The defect of reason must, in turn, result in the 

accused not knowing the nature and quality of his act, 

and/or he does not know that the act is wrong. 

 

Nature and quality is concerned with the physical 

nature and quality of the act, not the legal or moral 

quality. 

 

Not knowing that the act is wrong is concerned not 

with whether the accused was able to appreciate the 

difference between right and wrong but whether he is 

able to appreciate that the act is legally wrong. In 

Windle [1952], the accused was married to V who 

was insane and constantly threatening to commit 

suicide. The accused killed V by  the administration 

of 100 aspirins. He then surrendered to the police 

saying, ‘I suppose they will hang me for this‘. This 

statement was seen as evidence that D knew that his 

act was legally wrong. The Court of Appeal held that 

the only question is whether the accused knows that 

his act is legally wrong. 

 

Next month we shall look at the defence of 

automatism. 

 

Clive Hamblin 
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Silverton & Exe Valley Seniors 
May 2013 Newsletter 

 

If You are you are in! 
 

If live in the Exe Valley and enjoy doing things then 

membership of the Club may be for you.   The Club 

organises monthly coffee mornings, coach outings, 

holidays, whist drives and theatre trips.  Annual 

membership is £5 per person. Full details from the 

Club Secretary or on our website - 

http://www.sevs.info   

 

This Month’s Outing: - ARLINGTON COURT & 

CARRIAGES: 16
th

 May 

 

A ½ day outing to this complete family estate with 

Regency house, gardens and carriage museum with 

working horses and carriages straight out of Downton 

Abbey!  Watch the “Caring for Carriages” and 

harnessing demonstration. See the horses, stables  

and - weather permitting – for those that wish, 

carriage rides (£3 extra payable to N.T).  Coach 

departs Silverton 1100 with the usual Exe Valley 

pick-ups. Outing cost inclusive of admission £18 (NT 

Members £10). 

 

Monday Afternoon WHIST (fortnightly) 
As 27

th
 May is a Public Holiday there is only one 

Whist afternoon this month on the 13
th
 May (plus 29

th
 

April) at  Mary’s Church Hall Silverton commencing 

at 2:00 PM.  Entrance fee £2 includes a raffle ticket, 

tea & biscuits (sometimes cake!).  Do come along, it 

is easy to learn and helps keep the brain active! 

 

Tuesday COFFEE MORNING.   

Our Monthly coffee morning (with optional quiz) 

will be held on Tuesday 14
th 

May between 1000 and 

1130 at St Mary’s Church Hall Silverton. An 

opportunity to book for events, meet friends or 

perhaps take part in the quiz.  Entrance charge only 

£0.50 plus optional Raffle.  Do come along -  

everyone is most welcome.  

 

FORTHCOMING OUTINGS Prices include 

coach cost and venue admission  

 

14 JUN  St Michael’s Mount or Trebah 

Gardens £20 Depart 0830* 

29 JUN  Annie get your gun! Afternoon 

matinee £25 Depart 1100* 

04 JUL  Steam train & River Cruise 

(Dartmouth) £22 Depart 0830* 

30 JUL  Longleat House Gardens & Safari 

Park £22 Depart 0830 

Departure time is from Silverton Square. * denotes 

local Exe Valley pick-ups available 

Minutes before/after Silverton: Tiverton -30: Ruffwell 

+5: Rewe +8, Stoke Canon +10 

 

2013 CLUB HOLIDAYS  

34 Club Members will be enjoying themselves in the 

Yorkshire Dales this month. If you missed this 

opportunity, bookings are now being accepted for our 

Autumn Holiday (5 Days/4 Nights 30 SEP-04 OCT) 

staying at the 3 Star Best Western Yorke House 

Hotel Eastbourne with a stunning sea-front position 

200 yards from the Pier.  Price £285 (based a two 

persons sharing: Single Room £30 extra) is inclusive 

of Dinner, Bed & Breakfast and excursions to 

Sheffield Park Gardens, the newly extended Bluebell 

Railway, Brighton, the South Downs and picturesque 

village of Alfriston. For further details please ask for 

a leaflet. 

 

If you are interested in any of the above events or 

would like to join the Club please contact Martin 

Clough Club Secretary 38 Hederman Close Silverton 

Devon EX5 4HW Telephone 01392 860971 or e-

mail: martin.mcassoc@btconnect.com. 

 

Recipe  
SPINACH FRITTATA 
 

Although it’s now the ‘hungry gap’ for local produce, 

there’s still spinach and chard around, so here’s a 

version of omelette using that: 

 

350 gm spinach 

1 onion 

6 local free range eggs 

2 tbsp grated cheese 

½ tsp grated nutmeg [optional] 

2 tbsp oil,  Salt and pepper 

 

 

Wash spinach [don’t dry it], pile into saucepan and 

cook for 6 to 8 mins. Drain, squeeze dry and chop 

finely. 

Fry onion with a little oil then mix with spinach, 

beaten eggs, cheese, nutmeg and salt and pepper to 

taste. 

Heat some oil in a frying pan, pour in the mixture and 

stir until beginning to set. Cook for about 5 mins 

until bottom is set. Finish off under the grill and cut 

into wedges. 

 

From Sustainable Credition 

 

http://www.sevs.info/
mailto:martin.mcassoc@btconnect.com
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Nature Notes 
In nature, some years are labelled according to 

extraordinary events or occurrences. One example is 

2009, the year of the painted lady butterfly, when in 

May thousands of these butterflies arrived in this 

country from North Africa in search of food plants on 

which to lay their eggs. In 1976 the glorious summer  

enabled aphids to have a very good breeding season 

which in turn brought about a ‘plague’ of ladybirds.  

 

2012 will be remembered for the terrible weather 

conditions which had an adverse effect on a lot of 

wildlife and crops but there were exceptions such as  

orchids that like such conditions. The bee orchid for 

example did very well because of the mild winter 

followed by the dry March and April and the wet 

summer. 

 

I have already mentioned the jay in previous Nature 

Notes, the first evidence of an abundance of jay 

sightings occurring in the autumn of 2012 and have 

continued right through to this spring. I blundered 

into the conservatory on 4
th
 April only to disturb a jay 

out on the lawn (with a grey squirrel) searching for 

pieces of nuts dropped from the bird feeders.  The 

RSPB Big Garden Birdwatch survey in January 

revealed that jay, siskin, and fieldfare sightings are 

up by as much as 85 per cent. Birds have been driven 

to finding food in our gardens. 

 

During the school Easter holidays I have been at 

home and due to the cold weather during this period, 

it has been fascinating observing birds at the feeders 

including some species in closer proximity to the 

house than would normally be expected. Male and 

females bullfinches have been taking sunflower seeds 

from feeders and also hopping around beneath the 

feeders. Normally they are seen among vegetation 

taking buds and seeds. 

 

A male blackcap, fluffed up against the cold, has 

been vigorously pulling berries off ivy that grows 

over our car port and either swallowing the berry 

whole or carrying off to eat elsewhere. One afternoon 

we watched him on the ground bashing a berry that 

was too big to swallow. The berry kept rolling around 

the brickwork paving but he would grab it and bash it 

down again until it eventually split. He ate the two 

ivy seeds one at a time followed by the pulpy remains 

of the berry. He was also seen to squeeze between 

one of the two inch by two inch squares of weld 

mesh that covers the goldfish pond to stand on the 

fountain pump and take a drink. In a garden in 

Milford Lane a blackcap and a coal tit has been seen 

taking ivy berries. Blackcaps are also visiting other 

gardens in the village. 

 

On 24
th
 and 25

th
 March we noticed a chiffchaff 

behaving out of character. The weather was cold and 

breezy and as we know it was the coldest March in 

50 years. The chiffchaff was foraging for insects at 

ground level, searching among clumps of grass and 

other vegetation. Chiffchaffs normally flit among 

branches of trees looking for food. Other ‘birders’ 

have observed this ground level feeding behaviour in 

blackcaps, bramblings, chaffinches and chiffchaffs 

this spring and it is believed is due to the lack of 

invertebrate availability due to the cold conditions.     

   

We have a spherical bird feeder with the cylindrical 

dispenser inside it to protect feeding birds from 

sparrow hawk attack. Grey squirrel managed to 

squeeze between the bars of the sphere and whilst 

inside was disturbed by my husband walking out into 

the garden. Grey squirrel tried to get out and was a 

frenzy of rolling fur, clattering and clanging the 

feeder, so noisy that our rabbit shot into his bedroom 

of his hutch in fright, which is positioned some 12 

yards away. The grey squirrel managed to get himself 

out and it hasn’t put it off coming to feed. In fact I 

observed it clinging onto this feeder by its hind paws, 

body at full stretch, head facing downwards eating a 

peanut. It reminded me of a trapeze artist at the circus 

hanging by his feet from a bar, except there would be 

another trapeze artist at the other end, not a peanut! 

 

While the road is closed to traffic between Rixaford 

and Shute Crosses it is a good opportunity to see if 

you can see hares and other wildlife as they virtually 

have it to themselves. A mallard was seen paddling 

around in the big pothole! 

 

If you can get up early on Sunday 5
th
 May to hear the 

dawn chorus you will be in company because it is 

designated International Dawn Chorus Day. Next 

month I will write about the pale eggar moth along 

with the usual wildlife sightings and news reports. 

 

Jenny Garne 

01392 860875 

Jenny.garne2@tiscali.co.uk 

 

Get Devon Buzzing campaign 
2013 
Devon Wildlife Trust  

The beloved bumblebee is in trouble. This 

widespread, familiar and much loved insect is 

becoming a scarcer sight. Three of our 25 British 

bumblebee species have already disappeared. This is 

why Devon Wildlife Trust has set up its ‘Get Devon 

Buzzing’ campaign this summer to help the 

bumblebee and now you can help by making your 

garden more bee-friendly. 
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Bumblebees are important  

 

Insects pollinate around three-quarters of our crops, 

without them it would cost billions of pounds to for 

us to do their job.  Did you know that every tomato, 

strawberry and blueberry you have ever eaten was 

pollinated by a bumblebee? And yet bumblebees are 

in trouble.  

 

Just like us, bumblebees need a varied diet to stay 

healthy.  They like to drink nectar and eat pollen 

from a mix of different flowers. However this mix of 

flowers is disappearing from our landscapes. 

 

Help the bumblebee in your garden 

Whether you have a window box, a balcony, a small 

garden, an allotment or a corner of the school playing 

field, there’s plenty you can do to help bumblebees!  

 

Complete the garden to do list below to make your 

garden a haven for bumblebees.  

 

Garden to do list 

 Grow a variety of flowers throughout the 

year - great bumblebee plants include: 

willow, apple, bluebell, cowslip, ivy, red 

clover, thyme, lavender, forget me not, 

strawberry, chive and daisy. Find more plants 

on our website below 

 Build a bee nest – make a log pile, use an 

upturned flowerpot or build an earth bank 

 Put away the pesticides - these are harmful 

to bees. Try to avoid spraying hedgerows and 

wildflower areas 

 Create a pond – for bees and other wildlife 

to drink, but make sure bees can climb out if 

they get stuck 

 Help a sick bee - if you find a weary 

bumblebee place it in a quiet spot with a few 

drops of sugar water to help revive it 

A wildlife garden 

 

Attend a Get Devon Buzzing event 

 30 May - Buzzy bees (Bovey Heathfield DWT 

nature reserve, Bovey Tracey)  

   4 June - Garden wildlife (Braunton, North Devon)  

  9 June - Bumblebee walk (RHS Garden Rosemoor, 

nr Torrington)  

  6 July - Bee aware (Combe Farm, Axmouth)  

  18 August - Bumbling at Northernhay 

(Northernhay gardens, Exeter) 

 

The Get Devon Buzzing Campaign has been 

supported by Western Power Distribution, Devon 

Doctors, The Paper Florist and Tideford Organics 

 

Help support the bumblebee further 

Become a member of Devon Wildlife Trust and help 

us improve habitats for bumblebees. Or why not 

adopt a bumblebee for a year for £20? 

Find out more by visiting ww.devonwildlifetrust.org. 

Church Week Refreshment 2013 
Thank you to everyone who has already given us a 

donation we are so grateful, and truly appreciate your 

kindness. Small donations soon mount up when they 

are put together. 

 

There is still time for you to make a kind donation 

towards the refreshment fund; all you have to do is 

contact one of us. 

 

Now…. is there anyone out there who is willing bake 

us a cake? or even two?? 

We are still looking for dishes we can serve for the 

evening session. 

 

We have the most beautiful freezer, so if you have a 

dish that will freeze please contact Mary or myself. 

We would like to hear from anyone who is willing to 

provide us with, Soup, Quiche, Lasagne, Sausage 

Casserole, Chilli or Curry. Dessert, too please… 

crumble, fruit pie or flans…gateaux. 
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If you are generous enough to provide us with a dish, 

we promise you we serve, and sell it for the benefit 

our worthy cause. Nothing gets wasted or thrown 

away.   

 

From the 1
st
 May, there will be a rota book in the 

church, so please have a look and see if you can 

volunteer to do a shift for the refreshments team. You 

will see we already have a few volunteers, but please 

put yourself down in one of the gaps… maybe you 

could get a friend to come with you! We have a 

splendid early morning prep team, who are worth 

their weight in gold, but we would like to hear from 

anyone who is willing to come and prepare cream 

teas for us? Or help prepare in the kitchen early 

mornings. 

 

Sadly, I am all too aware of the talk around the 

village about, “where is Anji?” and “we never see 

her”.  Well, my family and close friends know what 

is taken me away so often, however the easiest way 

for me to update you will be during Church 

Week/Arts Festival.  Come in and see me and we can 

have a chat……..while I sell you a cup of tea and a 

slice of cake! But… be warned if you want the full 

blown version, you’ll have to buy lunch!! 

 

Mary Thomas has the situation well under control, 

and I know she doesn’t see the need for praise, I feel 

the need to say that, without her continued support I 

would not be able to do this… she is an absolute 

gem! Thank you Mary. 

 

Also…. Russell & Bex, at the Farm Shop are unsung 

heroes too. So if you want to buy us cheese, 

chutneys, jam or cream, pop along and purchase from 

them as they are always so generous to us and we 

truly appreciate their support. 

 

It’s for such a worthy cause and every penny we 

make in the “restaurant” goes for the up keep of our 

lovely church, so please help if you can. I know times 

are hard for everyone, but if we pull together we will 

work wonders! Miracles take a little longer. 

 

Thank you everyone for your kindness and 

generosity. We could not do it without your 

continued support.  

 

Mary Thomas 01392 860730 

Anji Hartnell~Todd 07925429235 

 

 

 

Bust-a-Groove Easter School 
Success! 

 
For three days during the Easter holidays 

Thorverton’s W.I Hut played host to a hugely 

successful ‘Bust-a-Groove’ event. Ten very energetic 

and aspiring young performers took part in ‘The 

Disney Muddle’, a short performance showcasing the 

work created over the Easter school.  

 

The children spent three days singing, dancing, 

acting and taking part in craft workshops. They did 

tremendously well in portraying different Disney 

characters and broadening their imaginations to 

inspire their craft work.  

 

Thank you to everyone who took part and big thanks 

to Anji Hartnell-Todd, Eleanor Flitney and Emily 

Lane for all your support! 

 

Keep your eyes peeled for information on the next 

‘Bust-a-Groove’ event! 

 

Chris Jones
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TARTS 
Thorverton Amblers Ramblers  and 

Trampers 
 

 

Hawkridge to Exford 21
st
 April 

Photo by Mike Stannard 

This section of the Exe Valley Way is just over 7 

miles long. There were 10 of us, plus Scrumpy the 

dog, and we set off with double the number of cars 

needed so we could leave half in Exford and drive to 

Hawkridge with the others for the start of the walk. 

The walk itself was along quiet lanes and field tracks, 

with some amazing views of Exmoor ahead. We 

stopped for lunch at a pub in Withypool, the food 

was very good but the service extremely slow. After 

lunch there was a steep climb out of Withypool, 

tough going but offering great views the higher we 

climbed. 

 The weather was perfect – sunny and warm, so 

warm that most of us had to remove outer layers as 

we made our way up the hill. We reached the top 

before it was discovered that Scrumpy's lead had 

been mislaid. Time to re-trace the steps to find it. 

After what seemed a very long time Scrumpy was 

duly dispatched to find her master, but despite being 

a retriever failed to retrieve anyone! Eventually the 

lead was found and we continued along the higher 

ground across the edge of Exmoor – over Room Hill 

and on to Road Hill, where we heard a cuckoo! 

We reached Exford around 4.30 and found an 

excellent tea room for a well-deserved cream tea or 

some cake. 

 

Future walks and events 

Saturday 4th May - Exford to Simonsbath approx 6 

miles led by Ann P. 

Saturday 25th May - Simonsbath to Exe Head, 

approximately 4 miles led by Caroline. 

 

All walks meet opposite the church at 0930, and are 

suitable for dogs unless otherwise stated. Shorter 

walks are usually 4 – 6 miles in length and longer 

walks 6 – 9 miles, however precise details of each 

walk (length, gradient, lunch information etc) will be 

displayed approximately a week before the walk in 

the Old Post Office Window and on the village notice 

board. If you would like to be included on the email 

list contact Caroline (861002) or Graeme (860203). 

 

Caroline Prince 

 
Newton St Cyres Tennis Club 
 

On 6th April, on the most tennis-like day of the year 

so far in terms of the weather, eight young  Newton 

St Cyres players competed at an American 

Tournament styled event held at Victoria Park Tennis 

Club in Exeter. The competition was organized by 

Frankie Peroni and Sue Stott on behalf of the East 

Devon League. Alice Dowle, Flora Niven, Francesca 

Ward, Curtis Garnsworthy, Jack Gordon, Reuben 

Taylor, Tobias Rimbon-Whittaker and Tom Baber 

were our representatives. There were three awards 

given out and we picked up two of them. Frankie 

Ward won a very close girls 15 and under section and 

Reuben Taylor won an equally tight boys 12 and 

under.  It was a fantastic event held in a friendly 

atmosphere an ideal first foray into doubles for our 

juniors who are mostly inexperienced at doubles 

play. 

 

Our latest club singles competition winners are Will 

Bell (A series), Joss Baldwin (B series) and  Guy 

Ainsley (C series). 

 

Our strongest adult club sessions are on Sunday 

afternoons from 2pm and Thursday evenings from 

6.15pm.  More relaxed daytime sessions continue to 

run on Tuesdays at 10am and Fridays at 2pm, and all 

adults are welcome.  Full details on the website: 

www.newtonstcyrestennisclub.co.uk, alternatively 

you may call our Membership Secretary Laura Leigh 

on 01647 24259. 

 

Viv Baber 

http://www.newtonstcyrestennisclub.co.uk/
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Golf Society 
Sunday 3

rd
 March,  

A baker’s dozen took to the fairways, one week after 

the course at Newton was closed due to snow. A 

week on and  the fairways were firming up enough 

for a little run on the ball and even the sun shone. 

Most capable of taking advantage was Phil Oram 

with a very steady round of 19 points yielding a one 

shot cut from his handicap. Runner-up with 18pts 

was Phil Beasley. Joint third were Mark Cummins 

and John Mann, each with 17pts. 

Among the contestants it was good to see Bob Hyde 

back to rude health, and a rare appearance by Gary 

Kilby on a fleeting visit from his Italian home. 

Potential Donna-Y moments there were aplenty. 

Andy French left his ball on the 1
st
 green, a fact that 

came to light on the 2
nd

 tee. Geoff Bulley didn’t even 

get his ball onto the 1
st
 green, instead whacking it 

from close range straight into the wall between green 

and pond and pulling off a stunning one-handed slip 

catch as the ball rebounded straight back at him, self-

preservation being the significant factor. The same 

player would end up with more found golf balls than 

points, an unlikely achievement. Bob Hyde unhappily 

kicked his ball away having missed a short putt on 

the 9
th
 – and that too was well wide of its target. 

But there was one outstanding candidate event, 

involving two golfers. Mark Cummins and Ken 

Galvin are regulars at The Downes  Crediton Course, 

to where they were happily driving for their 

morning’s golf before it occurred to them that they 

had left Newton Golf well behind and that it might be 

a good idea to turn around and head back to where 

they should be. However, while Mark’s driving 

before teeing off had been off target, his driving from 

the tee was a different story. 

 

Sunday 10
th

  March,  
The combination of it being Mothering Sunday and 

some distinctly unpleasant weather kept all but four 

of the hardiest of the society’s golfers away from the 

course. Even they decided that enough was enough 

by the time five holes had been completed so the 

game was abandoned and all retired to the warmth of 

the log fire inside the Exeter Inn, and perhaps a light 

refreshment or two. 

 

Good Friday, 29
th

 March. 

This is the GSPOT Birthday competition (the first 

outing was on Good Friday in 2005) We remembered 

Russell Ball who was one of our founder members 

and has recently sadly lost his battle with cancer. Our 

deepest sympathies to Sheila and the family. 

Thanks to Geoff Bulley for his help with the society 

over the past few years, as he has decided to take a 

back seat for now.  

Extra prizes were kindly donated by the majority of 

members. It was noted that there seemed to be a high 

proportion of alcoholic drinks.  16 players took part 

on a cold and blowy day .The winner was Jim 

Chappelle who compiled 17 points which was very 

respectable in the conditions, but still cost him a shot 

off his handicap. Joint runners up were Mark 

Cummins and Chris Harlow both with 15 points and 

they were followed by Mike Shelton and Andy 

French who both had 14 points. 

There were extra prizes for;  

Nearest the pin on the 3
rd

 hole – won by Rhys  

Roberts.                                                                                                    

Nearest the pin in 2 on the 6
th
 hole – won by Mark  

Cummins.                                                                                              

Longest drive on the 9
th
 hole – won by Rhys Roberts.                                                                                                              

Shot of the day went to Scott Hasler for a 25’+ putt 

on the 8
th
 green. 

Shortest drive went to Mike Shelton and Simon Ette 

was tail gunner.  The Donna-y trophy went to John 

Mann, with a perfect demonstration of the ecstasy 

and agony of golf. Approaching the 4
th
 green, his ball 

seemed doomed as it headed for the pond, somehow 

it did a Barnes Wallace and bounced onto the grass 

behind the pond (ecstasy), stunned silence as it gently 

rolled back into the water (agony). 

 

Sunday 14
th

 April,  

Despite a threatening weather forecast which turned 

out to be wrong again, 9 players decided to take up 

the challenge. 

In response to David Harlow’s request for some 

assistance with running the golf days, his son Chris 

volunteered (was press ganged) into doing the 

presentations today. The winner was Paul Richards 

who very impressively compiled a score of 21 points 

and a handicap cut of 2 shots. Joint second were 

Chris Harlow and Jim Chappelle who both had 19 

points and a handicap cut of one shot. 

Simon  Ette tried to win The Donna-y trophy, by 

putting to 6 inches on the last, leaning over to tap it 

in and still leaving it 4 inches short !  The winner was 

Andy French who having hit the par 3 third hole from 

the tee, managed to leave his attempt at a 2 about an 

inch short. I Donna-y why he did that as it cost him a 

£50 prize ! 

Phil Oram was also having a go for the Donna-y. His 

third shot landed on the bank to the right of the par 5 

second  green, his first chip moved about 3 inches, 

but his second won him the shot of the day as it went 

straight into the hole for his par.  

The dates arranged for May are Sunday 12
th
 which is 

the first round of the singles knockout and Sunday 

26
th
. All aspiring golfers welcome, details from the 

Exeter Inn. 

G S Potter 
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Thorverton and District History 
Society 
 

 
 

Guarding Devon’s Skies – by Mike and 

Andrew Passmore 
 

Mike had given a talk to the society 2 years ago and 

as the result of information given to him then by a 

member, he had located a previously unknown air 

raid shelter in the grounds of Exeter University. 

Tonight’s illustrated talk was about the Royal Air 

Force air defence radar and its operation in Devon. 

 

Relatively little is written about each of the 12 radar 

sites in Devon – there were 3 in north Devon and 9 in 

south Devon. 

 

During the first war there were only acoustic 

listening posts – concrete constructions which were 

used to detect the sound of approaching aircraft. The 

noise of planes could be heard when they were about 

8 – 12 miles away. On one occasion when their 

capability was being shown to senior officers they 

mistook a passing milk float for an approaching 

plane. 

 

By the mid 1930’s it was decided there was a need to 

review UK defences and it was from this that radar 

developed. 

By the outbreak of the Second World War there were 

19 stations established on the east and south coast. 

Stations would consist of aerials which would send a 

signal out and aerials that would receive the signal 

coming back. This information would be sent to a 

bunker where it would be monitored on a cathode ray 

tube / screen. 

 

The bunkers were concrete constructions which were 

then covered with a water proof membrane and earth 

for additional protection and camouflage. 

 

Early radar would be looking at high long range and 

these would be outward facing towards the enemy.  

Low range radar was used for looking for low flying 

planes and the early revolving ones were operated by 

men pedalling – this was known as binding. 

 

Extra low looking radar was based on a system used 

by the army – this was further developed to fit into 

aircraft nose cones. Early aerials would be up to 50 

feet high and contain 20 tons of steel. 

 

One of the best preserved bunkers is in north Devon 

at Northam burrows – the concrete bunker remains 

but not the transmitting mast which here was 320 feet 

high. Anchor points for the mast stays can still be 

seen.  This station was in use from 1941 to 1944 

The radar station at Hope Cove in South Devon was 

used from 1941 to 1958 – it was rebuilt as the Home 

Office Regional seat of Government during the cold 

war years. 

 

Remains can be seen of the site near Branscombe 

with the typical WW2 buildings. Interestingly, radar 

operators would not sleep at the site in case of attack. 

They would be billeted a few miles away for safety. 

As radar developed, coded “friend of foe” signals 

could be sent out and received. This enabled 

recognition of our own aircraft. These devices were 

fitted with a small explosive charge so they could be 

destroyed rather than fall into enemy hands. 

As the second war developed, information from the 

Devon sites was sent to the bunker at Poltimore. The 

buildings are still there and now used for paint ball 

games. The ultimate domestic development of radar 

was the microwave. 

 

Mike had slides of all the sites in Devon and of some 

the masts – some were his own photographs and 

some from the RAF archive.  He has written a book 

on the subject for those who want to know more. It’s 

now out of print but is available from the library. 

 

Robert Turner 
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The Garden in May 
March winds and April showers help to make May 

flowers.  We can but hope.  At last we are having 

some warmer weather to get on with those jobs 

which have had to wait.  In the veg garden the root 

crops can be sown if you have not done so already.  

Last year they were sown early April,  so in my 

garden I am a month behind.  I am trying hard not to 

panic and as long as the weather holds out at the 

beginning of May I shall not be unduly behind as the 

soil has been too cold and wet for seeds to make 

much progress.  

 

I think I have to say goodbye to the parsnips that 

were sown at the end of February when we had a 

small window of warmer weather.  Nothing has 

appeared and I shall resow.  Maybe this year I shall 

have parsnips ready in November rather than in 

September like the last two years!!  I shall sow the 

crops in this order: parsnips, spinach, swiss chard, 

tuberous parsley, scorzonera, salsify, beetroot.  

Beetroot is last as it appreciates warmer soil.  You 

will notice that I do not include carrots in the list as at 

Knightshayes we suffer from carrot root fly which 

spoils the carrot crop.  I have grown them under 

enviromesh but it is easier to get a quick clean crop 

in a polytunnel.  They grow extremely well in a 

tunnel and are very easy to pull, in the soft raised bed 

soil.  Another solution to the problem, if grown 

outside, is to fence them in with a fine mesh or 

fleece.  This needs to be at least 45cms high which 

stops the carrot root fly laying eggs beside your 

carrots. 

  

Do not be too hasty to plant out annuals too soon.  

Remember the Franklin Frosts, always around Devon 

County Show dates,  19
th
, 20

th
 and 21

st
.  Mr Franklin 

did some reseach about this phenomenon,  so the 

story goes, and discovered a pattern of weather 

disturbance around this period of the year, often 

including late frosts.  Luckily in Devon this is not a 

regular occurrence but we often have cooler unsettled 

weather around this time and frosts are not unknown.  

I try to plant out during the first week of June, just to 

make sure. 

 

Your grass will really take off during this month so 

mow regularly but do not mow too short too soon as 

this encourages weed growth.  Give the grass a 

chance to strengthen before you give it a crew cut.  

There seems to be two schools of thought over 

whether you should leave the grass clippings on the 

grass or not.  If the clippings are very small they can 

act as protection and mulch for the lawn but if 

allowed to build up too much they can form into a 

thick mat,  called thatch,  which chokes the new grass 

and will need raking off in the autumn if it gets too 

thick.  I tend to ‘hedge my bets’ and do a bit of both 

depending on time and the condition of the grass. 

 

 May is such a beautiful month with everything 

burgeoning into life especially the wonderful 

hedgerows that we have around us.  Devon has some 

of the oldest hedgerows in England as the land was 

‘enclosed’ with hedge boundaries years before many 

other areas of England. Take an opportunity to go 

and enjoy the glorious variety of plants that make up 

these historic landmarks.  The natural hedgerow plant 

will be at its best in May.  The flowering lifespan is 

not long but is definitely glorious and it has to make 

the most of its short life to attract pollinators to make 

seed for the future generations.  In Devon there is the 

added problem that other more thuggish plants e.g. 

Gallion aparine, a climbing sticky creeper, will 

swamp and choke it before this can take place,  so the 

Devon hedgerow flush of flowers is swift but 

stunning and within six weeks will be over, the seeds 

maturing on the plants within this time.  Don’t miss 

it. 

 

The end of May leads us towards the end of spring 

into summer.  Don’t forget to leave your daffodils to 

die back even if they look messy.  It doesn’t take 

long for them to disappear; the same with tulips if 

you are going to leave them in the ground.  If not, 

just pot them up and leave them to die back in their 

own time. Whatever your tasks this May, do take 

time to enjoy nature’s dazzling display of colour. 

                                             

Happy  gardening. 

 

PS  My parsnips are beginning to show 

through…………Hurrah!!     

                                            

Lorraine Colebrook 

Yoga Workshop: You and your spine 

Saturday 25
th

 May 2013 

10am till 3pm 

With Lea-Ann Furphy 

£30 - £10 non-refundable deposit 

Bring your favourite vegetarian or vegan meal to 

share. 

Please email to book a place & for more details 

leaannfurphy@gmail.com 

mailto:leaannfurphy@gmail.com
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Focus on John Greenslade 

A Century of Greenslades at Way Farm  

In the Parish of Thorverton - Part 1 

 

The Farmer’s Lament 

By Farmer John  

 

When I took up farming I was just a lad. I looked at 

our pastures and my heart was glad. 

I was ready to take on the world if need be, and a 

good fruitful future was all I could see. 

 

Then a man from the Ministry came to my door and 

said “Now young fellow, you must produce more. 

In London we’ve worked out a wonderful plan to 

double your output, make you a rich man.” 

“Half your land is just hedge and wood. How can that 

possibly be any good? 

Improve your acres and efficiency and I will make 

sure that you’re paid handsomely.” 

 

So I followed his schemes, although it was hard when 

the last of the horses went from our yard. 

I bought a new tractor and a big Ransomes plough; it 

brings me to tears when I think of it now. 

We ploughed up the scrublands, orchids and all, and 

with great satisfaction watched the trees fall. 

We burnt up the branches and blew out the stumps - 

the ponds in the meadow were our rubbish dumps. 

We grubbed out the hedges to make larger fields, the 

bigger the better, to increase our yields. 

We worked on like beavers and never once paused, 

and were paid very well for the havoc we caused. 

 

Forty years on there’s a knock on the door. The man 

from the Ministry, same as before. 

“There’s cash to make now if you plant a tree. It’s 

awfully exciting I think you’ll agree. 

We’d rather like some of your farm to grow wild just 

like you remember when you were a child; 

A hedge by the hillside, a copse just beyond while for 

fishes and frogs a nice stream and pond.” 

 

Well. Now I’m newly retired and I sing this sad song. 

Some of the things I did were so wrong. 

“What did the most damage?” I ask constantly. “The 

man from the Ministry, Dutch elm…or me?” 

 

Way Farm has been neighbours with Bickleigh 

Castle since at least 1306AD in the beautiful Exe 

valley where the land undulates with steep coombes 

lively with silver streams. The soil here is of red clay 

and there is not one level field. John and Jan 

Greenslade recite a soft litany of their names to me, 

at the same time but in a different order; Spireaux, 

Pond Close, Dry Close, Hither and Yonder Down, 

Five Journeys, Three Journeys, Parson Close (so-

called because that was where the Parson preached), 

Broadclose, Udall’s Meadow, North Close, Great 

Hill, Little Hill, Road Field, Lower Horse Park and 

Moor. Five Journeys is a five acre field and would 

take five days to plough, testament to the Norman 

influence - a corruption of journee meaning day. As 

John says “Names of fields back then were more 

important compared to Ordnance Survey numbers.” 

So descriptive of history, so simple. He is keen for 

them to be retained as many are lost when farms are 

split up and sold. 

  

Three generations of Greenslade men have farmed 

some of the most beautiful yet awkward Devon land 

high on the west hills above the River Exe, looking 

towards Bickleigh, for almost a hundred years. 

Awkward because of the extreme slopes and 

beautiful because of the superb views over the 

ancient valley, the rolling fields, the sunrise, the 

clouds and shifting shadows above the glint of the 

river water. 

 

It was back in 1916 that John’s grandfather, John 

Tolley Greenslade, moved to Way from Cadbury to 

farm cattle, sheep and pigs which were sold at 

Bickleigh Market, held in a field adjacent to The 

Trout car park., and handy for loading the produce 

onto the London bound train. John’s father, William 

John Greenslade, took over the tenancy on Lady Day 

1939, a year before John was born. He takes up the 

tale in his book, ‘T’was a Proper Job’ which is very 

interesting reading. 

 

‘There was no electricity or tap water at this time. 

Water was pumped using a water ram operating on 

the fall of water from a shallow well on Lower Spot. 

Oil lamps and candles lit indoors while hurricane 

lanterns were used for outside work until Tilly lamps 
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came along. The kitchen held a large open fireplace 

with a huge oak beam for hanging pots and pans and 

the bath was placed in front of it. Next to the fire was 

a black cooker, a bread oven and a smoking chamber. 

“I wonder why there was a need for this for when the 

wind was in the wrong direction the fire smoked like 

blazes!” 

 

When William killed a pig the intestines were 

washed in a stone trough fed by water from North 

Down Wood. One of John’s Saturday jobs was to 

make sure that the cattle didn’t block the water 

course. Sanitary arrangements were basic and again 

took advantage of the position of the farm. Two 

outside loos had running water below them taking 

everything down to the stream. One was at the back 

door, fed by North Down Wood water, whilst the 

other was next to the piggery and meal house some 

twenty yards away. 

 

“Father kept about fifty Suffolk sheep. About a 

hundred Rhode Island Reds were kept for eggs and 

fifty Indian Game for the table.. We normally kept 

two sheepdogs and a terrier which was always on 

hand at threshing time to deal with the rats.” 

The stable held four heavy horses which were shod 

by Les Vowler in Thorverton. Short horned cows 

were milked on a three legged stool into a tin bucket. 

Two saddleback sows had regular litters in the 

piggery whilst two others, with copper rings in their 

noses to stop them rooting out the apple trees, were 

kept in the orchard. The most important animal on 

the farm was the Red Devon bull who looked after 

seven neighbours’ cows as well as his own.  

 

As John remarks, “Never a dull moment for him.” 

The roothouse stored the potatoes and mangolds and 

spare reed for thatching was kept above in a talet. 

Also in the yard was the threshing barn, with an 

apple press in the corner, and the cellar housing the 

cider barrels. Twenty two stairs to the top was the 

corn store….. a leg buckling twenty two steps. 

Milk was taken from the cow shed to the wash house 

where it was strained into ten gallon steel churns 

before being rolled to the stand at the bottom of the 

lane. They were collected by Bladen Dairies from 

Crediton. 

 

Behind the farmhouse was the wood yard complete 

with a faggot rick of hedge cuttings used for starting 

material. Eventually the Tilly lamps were replaced by 

a generator which swung into action when the first 

light was switched on and stopped when the last one 

went out. John recalls his frustration when, many a 

time, he’d gone to bed only to find that there was still 

a light on somewhere because the generator hadn’t 

stopped. Electricity eventually arrived in the 1960s 

although the telephone was connected in 1951, about 

the time the family bought the farm. 

Then came the first tractor in the 50s, a standard 

Fordson with iron wheels. It was superseded in 1979 

by a four wheel drive Deutz.. In 1981 John installed 

computerisation which gave huge savings and 

excellent control of the milk yield. In 1987 he sold 

the cows because of the risk of river pollution. In 

1990  he bought and sold freshly calved heifers 

before changing to a suckler herd. Along came 

tuberculosis followed later by Foot and Mouth as 

well as an ankle fusion which meant that John was in 

plaster for three months. You can imagine the 

situation. It was in the late 90s that he and Jan 

decided to take advantage of Government subsidies 

and plant trees. Thus we come full circle in The 

Farmer’s Lament. 

 

Here is the relatively recent history of the farm; part 

two pertains to the people and part three looks into 

the recreation of a future ancient habitat. Laugh or 

cry. 

 

Meanwhile, John and Jan are keen to let you judge 

whether they have spent public money wisely. 

Everyone is welcome to visit and enjoy the 

woodlands, and the bluebells may not quite be over if 

you’re quick. Access is left past Way Farm and on up 

the concrete track past the bungalow, where they 

live; more of which later. You are welcome to park in 

Parsons Field, or is that Spiriteaux?  - pronounced 

spirits - but there may still be lambs about so be 

aware and shut the gate. (If caught short there are two 

‘proper’ loos in the shed by the gate.) And finally, for 

now, if you’re lucky enough to come upon either 

John or Jan and Bella the spaniel make sure you say 

hello. It was their 49
th
 wedding anniversary on the 

very day I visited. 

By Jane Ristic 
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Tales of Old Thorverton 
A Heart’s Desire 

I couldn’t help but notice the curious feverishness in 

Arthur’s eyes as he gazed out of the Austin’s window 

at the passing landscape, a feeble echo of the 

intensity of his youth. 

 

Not that I had known him then. He had married late 

in life, while I had been a slip of a girl quite bowled 

over by his knowledge of the world. More than a 

quarter of a century separated us. Not much when 

you’re young and in love, a long, long time when 

your husband is nearly eighty-two and the victim of 

illnesses and adversities that you never imagine when 

you exchange vows at the altar rail. 

 

We had wed towards the beginning of the Great War, 

when that awful campaign in Gallipoli had filled the 

newspapers day after day. We had survived the 

Depression together, struggling to bring up our only 

child, who was finally lost to us on the battlefields of 

Normandy. 

 

It had all taken a terrible toll. We had survived the 

Blitz, only to have our home obliterated by a stray 

doodlebug, and the prefab we were eventually 

allocated had never felt like anything but a makeshift 

shelter from the elements. My abiding memories of  

that time are of power cuts, listening to ITMA and 

Vera Lynn on the wireless, rationing and the endless 

food shortages. 

 

Then, unexpectedly, everything changed. In the 

autumn of 1946 my aunt died, leaving us her small 

cottage in the village of Thorverton, in the County of 

Devonshire. Within a matter of weeks we had moved 

from London and settled in. 

 

The balmy January of ’47 slipped into a freezing 

February. The snow lay on the ground for weeks on 

end, and during that bitter and unending winter 

Arthur aged before my eyes. He suffered a severe 

bout of influenza, and I started to wonder if we 

would ever see another spring together. The doctors, 

who in kinder days had been circumspect and 

discreet, made no bones about his condition now. I 

should brace myself for the worst. 

 

I would like to believe that I did all I could to make 

those dreadful months tolerable for him. I still loved 

him, you see. He had always been good to me, really 

everything a woman could expect of a man, and even 

now, in his eighties, there was much to admire about 

him. His tenacity, his cheerful optimism, the vibrancy 

of his dreams which outstripped by a mile his broken 

body. 

As time passed by one of those dreams seemed to 

dominate all the others, and one of which I had no 

memory.  

 

We had spent our honeymoon in a guesthouse in 

Torquay. One day we had taken a charabanc tour 

over Dartmoor towards Tintagel and Boscastle. That 

part I remembered well. 

 

According to Arthur we had paused on the way home 

in a village that had made a lasting impression on 

him (though I cannot recollect him ever mentioning it 

to me in the intervening years, and I certainly retain 

no memory of it now). He described the village in the 

valley, the pub in whose garden he said we had sat, 

the cob cottages, the church huddled among yew 

trees, the glow of the setting sun over the hills. 

 

All winter and spring long he dwelt on that memory. 

And when finally summer came his dream of finding 

that long-lost village began to take on flesh. He 

contrived a plan whereby we would loan an aging 

Austin from my cousin in Cullompton, a vehicle 

apparently unused since the outbreak of hostilities. 

Armed with his rationing coupons we set off on what 

was beginning to feel to me like a fool’s errand. 

So it was that in early September we said goodbye to 

our little house in Jericho Street, with myself at the 

helm of that self-same model in which Mrs Atlee had 

driven her husband to Buckingham Palace to receive 

that benighted premiership from the hands of the 

King. 

 

“Laura!” he would exclaim as we entered Lamerton 

or Trewannick, Egloskerry or Tresparrett, his 

knuckles tight around the door handle, “There! 

There!” We glimpsed pubs galore, we found the 

church a dozen times, we saw cottages that seemed 

familiar. But never the village itself. Never that 

village. 

 

The wind, gusting over Tintagel Head, swept dark 

clouds in from the sea as we at last set off for home. 

Soon Dartmoor stretched out in front of us. Arthur 

had nodded off, and I had just reconciled myself to 

an uneventful drive towards Moretonhampstead 

when he jerked upright on the seat beside me. 

“That’s it.” 

I knew what he meant immediately. A chill crept 

over me. 

“The village,” he murmured, his eyes burning. “My 

village. I knew I hadn’t imagined it!” 

 

I pulled up at the side of the road, my eyes scanning 

the featureless, desolate expanse. 

“The church, just like I remembered it! The pub. The 

cottages. Laura, Laura.” He turned to me, reaching 

for my hand. 
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“Thank you, Laura, my dear,” he whispered, his tired 

face lighting up in joy, his worn, gnarled hand curved 

around mine. “Thank you. My heart’s desire,” he 

smiled, and closed his eyes. 

For a fleeting moment, but no more, I thought he had 

fallen asleep again. I kissed his cheek and ran my 

fingers through his silver hair. 

Opening the door, I stepped out onto the heather. The 

wind whipped around me, swirling in from the ocean. 

I steadied myself on the bonnet and gazed out at the 

empty moor, the endless, dreary, darkening moor. 

 

 

Stretton Taborn 

 

Planting on the Millennium Green  
On Friday 19 April Thorverton School enthusiastically helped the Trustees of the Millennium Green in planting 

seeds for the 2013 season on the wild flower bed at the east end of the Millennium Green: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photos by John Spivey 
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THE GIRLS PRAYER      THE LADS’ PRAYER 

 

Our Marks                   Our beer 

Which art with Spencers       Which art in barrels 

Hallowed be thy foodhall       Hallowed be thy drink 

Thy Gucci watch        Thy will be drunk 

My Kookai bag                    I will be drunk 

In Hermes                    At home 

As it is in Harrods        As it is in the local 

Give us each day our Visa Card                  Give us each day our full measures 

And forgive us our overdraft       And forgive us our spillages 

As we forgive those who stop our Next card     As we forgive those who spillest against us 

And lead us not into Dorothy Perkins      And lead us not into poncey wine tasting 

But deliver us from Topshop       But deliver us from Alco-pops 

For thine is the Naff Naff       For mine is the bitter 

The Cartier and the Versace       The ale and the lager 

For Gaultier and Eternity       For ever and ever 

Amex                  Barmen 

 

Supplied by Lewis Jones 

 

Cricket Club 
 

Home Devon League fixtures for 2013: 

First XI Fixtures - B Division 
MAY 

    
Sat 11 LEWDOWN 1.30 pm 

 
Sat 25 BARNSTAPLE 1.30 pm 

 
JUNE 

    
Sat 15 IVYBRIDGE 1.30 pm 

 
Sat 22 TAVISTOCK 1.30 pm 

 
JULY 

    
Sat 06 SOUTH DEVONN 1.30 pm 

 
Sat 20 CHUDLEIGH 1.30 pm 

 
AUGUST 

    
Sat 03 STOKE GABRIEL 1.30 pm 

 
Sat 10 SHOBROOKE PARK 1.30 pm 

 
Sat 31 ALPHINGTON 1.30 pm 

 
 

Second XI Fixtures - C Division 
MAY 

    
Sat 04 BIDEFORD 2.00 pm 

 
Sat 18 KINGSBRIDGE 2.00 pm 

 
JUNE 

    
Sat 01 HONITON 2.00 pm 

 
Sat 08 CLYST ST. GEORGE 1.30 pm 

 
Sat 29 YELVERTON 2.00 pm 

 
JULY 

    
Sat 13 EXETER III 2.00 pm 

 
Sat 27 BARNSTAPLE 2.00 pm 

 
AUGUST 

    
Sat 17 IVYBRIDGE 1.30 pm 

 
Sat 24 CLYST HYDON 1.30 pm 

 
 

The Third XI play in E East Division, but will play their home matches at Witheridge. 

 

Other highlights include the annual pub cricket competition at 10.00 on Sunday 23
rd

 June. 
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Chairman’s Address for the 2013 Season 

 

My first wish for this year is we have a long and un-

interrupted summer of cricket!! 

 

Last year the rain affected summer fractured the 

season to such a degree that too much cricket and 

time at the club was lost. This affected every part of 

the club and sadly spoilt many of the planned events 

which either had to be re-arranged or were lost to the 

weather. Fortunately spirits were not that dampened 

and we were all able to have some fun together. 

 

Notwithstanding the numerous interruptions to the 

season the Club continued to progress with its 

various initiatives to improve the club and my thanks 

are extended on your behalf to the hard working 

Executive committee and those volunteers who give 

of their time. A major benchmark and 

acknowledgment we remain on course was the 

renewal of our Club Mark accreditation. This would 

not have been achieved without the continued 

guidance and challenge of James May. Thanks 

Jimmy. 

 

As many of you know the day to day operational side 

of the club is handled by Richard Crouch and the 

respective Executive and Management committees.  

 

The thrust of their work has been inclusivity and to 

encourage more of the membership to become 

involved with the running of the club. 

Communication and development of the club website 

has been a major part of this and as always your 

feedback is key and welcome. I extend my thanks to 

Richard and those involved on the management 

committee for their continued good work in 

advancing the club and its players. 

 

The most significant event of the 2012 season was 

the Church Commissioners decision to sell 

Yellowford Farm and with it the freehold of the 

cricket club. We have received great encouragement 

and support from the Parish Council; Thorverton 

School; Mid Devon District Council; Devon Cricket 

Development and the ECB and their support for the 

Cricket Club and its aspirations to secure ownership 

of the ground. Negotiations remain ongoing. 

 

Whilst the sale is a significant event ownership of our 

ground is no guarantee of the clubs continuing 

success and I therefore encourage everyone with an 

interest in the Club not to become distracted. Our 

primary objective remains the execution of our 

Development Plan and its goals of operating a 

competitive and inclusive cricket club. 

 

Modernising the club structure has also been a focus. 

Following receipt of legal advice the club is in the 

process of converting from a Trust to a Company 

Limited by Guarantee. This move provides a greater 

degree of protection to the club with the Trustees 

becoming directors. 

 

We continue to look for an opportunity to house a 

second pitch for the 3rd eleven. We have registered 

our interest with the Parish and District Councils who 

have shown genuine interest in helping us identify 

realistic opportunities. 

 

The executive has also recognised the increasing 

need to improve the facilities of the clubhouse. The 

prospect of this being achieved received welcome 

boosts during the summer following separate visits 

from the ECB and Mid Devon District Council. I 

hope to have more to report before the start of our 

2014 season. 

 

I must convey our grateful thanks to the Thorverton 

Focus for their generous contribution to our Junior 

section and it was therefore a great pleasure to be 

invited to Thorverton Village Organisations event 

during the summer and to engage with the wider 

village community. 

 

In closing I wish to extend on behalf of all those who 

enjoy or are associated with the club a warm thank 

you to those who give un-selflessly of their time for 

your benefit with particular thanks to the magnificent 

Janet and Bob Rice and the irrepressible John Hill for 

presenting our club in such a good light.  We are all 

very grateful. 

 

My best wishes for an enjoyable summer.  

 

Charles Kislingbury 

TADS 
Thorverton Amateur Dramatic Society (TADS) are 

holding their AGM on Thursday 23rd May followed 

by a Cheese and Wine evening - everyone is 

welcome! 8pm in the Exeter Inn, Thorverton. 

 

TADS next play-reading is Thursday 9th May, 8pm, 

in the Exeter Inn, Thorverton. This will be a night of 

Shakespeare’s 'Macbeth' in a fun and light hearted 

form. Everyone is welcome. 

 

If you would like more information, phone me on 

01392 861228. 
 

Colin Marshall 
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Poetry 
 

So Great a Heritage 
 

Our churches are beautiful 

Great monuments to bygone praise 

And towers of strength in present days, 

Sure hope for all our future ways, 

So great a heritage. 

By craftsman skilled their glory wrought, 

Where teachers of God's word have taught 

And many to repentance brought; 

The churches of old England. 

Here folk have worked, sung hymns and prayed, 

Tapestries wove and flowers arrayed, 

Wept, laughed and steadfast faith displayed 

Within their hallowed walls. 

Our churches are beautiful,  

May we this generation keep 

Them so - as those who round them sleep 

Did likewise toil, that we might reap 

So great a heritage 

 

Doreen Beer 
  

Rainfall Record 
I am again grateful to Gus Christianson for providing me with daily readings for rainfall in Thorverton this year.  I 

reproduce below charts for March and April up to 26
th
 April.  It will be seen that there was a lengthy dry spell in 

late-March and early-April (I recall that it was cold though, because my mum was staying that fortnight!).   

 

Total rainfall for March was 83.1mm, which is a little more than the average recorded here over the past nine years. 

 

  
 

Football Club 
I am pleased to note that first team, which had looked in danger of relegation for much of the season, are now a 

very respectable 9
th
 of 15 in the Premier Division of the Devon and Exeter League.  The second team, however, are 

perilously placed, with just two teams below them in Division 3.  Catch them for two crucial games at the Rec on 

Saturday 4
th
 (14.15 kick-off) and Monday 6

th
 May (15.00 kick-off). 
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Welcome back Simon 
 

I am glad to report that Simon Colebrook is back from Afghanistan.  I was also pleased to see that he was able to 

keep in touch with village news even on duty: 
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Thorverton Parish Information 

 
AIR AMBULANCE EMERGENCY - QUOTE NATIONAL GRID REFERENCE 
RECREATION GROUND - Sheet 192 SS 923019 MEMORIAL HALL FIELD - Sheet 192 SS 926019 
 
Carers' Support Group  Anne Higman, Wyndham House Surgery, Silverton. 860034. 
      Meetings - 3rd Wednesday of month, Wyndham House, 2.30-4.30 p.m. 
Church (C of E)    The Revd. Douglas Dettmer, The Rectory, Thorverton. 860332 
 The Revd. Sue Sheppard, Associate Minister, Autumn Haze, Rewe, 01392  841284 
 The Revd Julia Dallen  Assistant Curate   Tel 01392 861145 Email: julia.dallen@netherexe.org  
 Mrs Margaret Lowe, Administration Manager, 07594 714590 margaret.admin@netherexe.org 
Church Wardens  Edwin Greed, Fortescue, Netherexe. 841231. 
Consort    Mary Thomas, 1 The Glebe, Thorverton. 860730. 
P.C.C. Treasurer   Jean Brown, Rydal Cottage, Bullen Street. 861176. 
Friends of Thorverton Parish Church Trust   Royston Kershaw 25 The Glebe 860419 
Church (Baptist)  The Revd. Maurice Harrison, 01884 258599. 
    Secretary Phyllis Langdon, 860932.  
County Councillor   Cllr. Mr. M. Lee. 01363 772671. 
District Councillor   Cllr. Mr. R. M. Deed. 01392 861258. 
Doctors: Thorverton/Silverton  Dr Jon Wride & Lynne Anderson / Drs O'Brien, Ziegler & Keysell 
Electricity (Western Power)  Report a loss of power: 0800 365 900 Bill Enquiries: 0800 365 000 
      Street lights 0870 556 1851 
Friends of Thorverton & Silverton Surgeries  Christine Walker, 881501 
Gas Emergency    0800 111999 
Leonard Trust  Chairman: R Hughes. Secretary: Mrs. E Hughes, 3 Dinham Mews, Exeter EX4 4EF 
Library (Exeter Mobile)   Alternate Thursdays , 16.05 to 16.55 in Quarry Car Park 
Member of Parliament   Mel Stride via 01392 823306 or mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk 
Newspaper Reporter    Jane Ristic, 53 Silver Street, Thorverton. 860054 
Parish Council Chairman  Cllr. Stuart Crang,  
Parish Clerk     Mrs Jane Lane, Stable House, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062. 
Parish Council Meetings  2nd Tuesday of month, at The Memorial Hall, 7.30 pm. 
Parish Allotments   Contact the Parish Clerk - 861062 
Parish Council Notice Board Situated in School Lane, opposite the Thorverton Arms. 
   IMPORTANT!- PLANNING APPLICATION NOTICES ARE DISPLAYED HERE 
Planning notification applications  at http://data.gov.uk/apps/planningalerts alert via email when a 
planning application is published in one’s street, neighbourhood or wider area. 

Pension Service  PO Box 93, Plymouth PL6 5WJ. 0845 60 60 265 

Police    Non-emergency number:  101.  
Post Office Portacabin (TCT Ltd)  Quarry Car Park, Thorverton EX5 5NG Tel: 860455 
     Mon. to Fri : 9 am-1.00 pm., 2 - 5.30 pm. Sat: 9 am.-12 noon Sun: 9 - 10.30 am for newspapers only 
     Business Manager:                   Jan Hamilton  07764461575  
     Chair and Company Secretary: Heather Kershaw, 25 The Glebe, 860419 
Public Telephone Kiosk  Opposite the Church, outside the Bell Inn, Dinneford St. 
Thorverton C of E Primary School (Part of the Exe Valley Federation) 

Executive Headteacher  Mrs Heather Perry  01392 250821 
Head of Teaching and Learning (Thorverton) Mr Olly White  01392 860374 
School Governors: 

  Chair:    Bryony Gilbert  01392 851360 
Vice Chair:   Sarah Crawford  01392 860295 
Clerk:   Jessica Benger  07795 515048 

School P.T.F.A.  Chair: Katie Vanstone 860978, Secretary: Hannah James, 86107  Treasurer: 
Carole Pearn 
South West Water   24 Hour Emergency: 0800 169 1144. Helpline: 0800 169 1133. 
Thorverton Millennium Green Trust 
   Chair: Dame Margaret Turner-Warwick, Pynes House, Silver Street 861173.  
   Secretary: Lin Balkwill 860663 
 

http://mel.stride.mp/
http://parliament.uk/
http://data.gov.uk/apps/planningalerts
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Thorverton Organisations 
Amateur Dramatic Society (TADS)  

Chairperson: Colin Marshall, Vice Chair: Simon Ette, Treasurer: John White, Secretary: Alison 
Marshall. For meetings and events contact Colin Marshall on 01392 861228 

Art Group   Barrie Phillips, Crossmead, School Lane, Thorverton. 860529  
   Meet Fridays during term-time at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 am-12.00. 
Arts Exchange Louise Page, Campion Cottage, Jerico St, 860509. 

  Monthly meetings in members' homes at 8.00 pm. (see Diary) 
Association Football Club Chairman: Andy Harris, 01392 851664,  
  Secretary: David Gregory, 2 The Orchard, Brampford Speke, 841803. 
Bridge Circle Graeme Culshaw, 3 The Glebe, Thorverton 860203.  
 Meets 1st/3rd/5th Thursdays at the W.I. Hut from 7.00 p.m.. 
Brownies     Contact Hannah 07925 981786 or Lisa 860609,  

Meet Fridays during term-time, 5-6.30pm Thorverton School Hall. 
Clarinet Group            Contact Peter Mason 860727.  Meets every Thursday morning. 
Cricket Club Chair: Charles Kislingbury,  
      Secretary: M C Denford, 14 Moorlands, Tiverton EX16 6UF 01884 255076 
   Fixture Sec: J Meredith, 190 Mincinglake Rd, Exeter EX4 7DS 01392 272504 
Focus Magazine Chair: Michael Ayre, Ratcliffe Farm, Thorverton.  
  Editor: Neville Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062. 
  Secretary: Geoff Bulley, Broadlands, Thorverton. 
  Treasurer: Bob Swaffield, Schiehallion, School Lane, Thorverton 01392 860309 
Friends of Silverton & Thorverton Surgeries  Coffee Mornings in the Lamb Inn, Silverton.  Held at 10-
12 noon on the last Thursday of every month except December 
Golf Society Players of Thorverton Care of Exeter Inn, 01392 860206 
Guides                       Contact Lisa 860609, Meet Wednesdays during term-time, 7-9pm Memorial Hall 
History Society  Chair: Barrie Phillips, Crossmead, School Lane, Thorverton. 860529 
   Programme Secretary: Beryl Coe, 5 The Glebe, Thorverton 860876. 
Ladies Group Meet 2nd Thursday of month, (Venue and time - see Focus Notices). 
Memorial Hall Committee Chair: Mike Shelton, Tel: 861027, mshelton44@hotmail.co.uk 

  Treasurer/key holder/bookings: Jeff Grace. tel. 860489. jeff.grace@tiscali.co.uk 
  Secretary: Roger Fieldhouse. tel. 860768. r.fieldhouse@exeter.ac.uk 

Memorial Hall Market   2nd Saturday of the month, at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 - 11.00 am. 
Thorverton Pre-School   Rachel Mildon (Chair) - 861707 / thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com 
 Mon 9.am-11.45am, & 12.45pm-3.15pm & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm, 
 Tues/Weds 9.am-11.45am & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm, 
 Thurs 9.-11.45am; 12.45pm- 3.15pm & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm. during term-time, 
 At Thorverton Primary School site 
Thorverton Ambling, Rambling and Tramping Society (TARTS) 

  Caroline Prince 07749 775304 or Graeme Culshaw 860203 
See notices of walks in Old Post Office Window Bullen Street. 

Toddler Group Contact : Wendy Coles 860031 
Wednesdays at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 a.m.-11.30. 

Rainbows     Contact Jean 860105 or Penny 861136, 
Meet Tuesdays 3.45-4.45 Thorverton School Hall 

Royal British Legion  Chairman/Hon.Sec. P Furneaux, Hillcrest, Thorverton 860227, 
paf@furno.co.uk 

   Hon. Treasurer: Alex Fice 
Women's Institute  Secretary and Bookings: Sue Maguire 01392 860631 

W.I. Meeting. 1st Tuesday of the month at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
  Whist, 4th Tuesday of the month, at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
W.I. Market & Coffee  4th Saturday of the month at the W.I. Hut. 10.00 am. to 11.00 am. 

mailto:mshelton44@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:jeff.grace@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:r.fieldhouse@exeter.ac.uk
mailto:thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com
mailto:paf@furno.co.uk
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Doctors’ Surgeries 

 

The Exe Valley Practice 

Dr JON WRIDE and Dr LYNNE ANDERSON 
 

The Surgery, The Berry    The Surgery, 3 Coach Road 

THORVERTON EX5 5NT    SILVERTON EX5 4JL 

Tel: 01392 860273      01392 860176 

Fax: 01392 860654     01392 861598 

www.exevalleypractice.co.uk 

exevalleypractice@nhs.net 

 

 

Opening times 

 
 GP on duty Thorverton Silverton 

Monday Dr Anderson 08:30 – 18:00 08:45 – 12:30 

Tuesday Dr Anderson 07:30 – 18:00 Closed 

Wednesday Dr Anderson am 
Dr Wride pm 

08:30 – 17:00 14:30 – 18:00 

Thursday Dr Wride 08:30 – 19:30 Closed 

Friday Dr Wride 08:30 – 18:00 08:45 – 12:30 

 

Surgery times 

 
 Thorverton Silverton 

Monday 15:00 – 17:15 09:00 – 11:45 

Tuesday 07:30 – 11:30 
15:00 – 17:00 

Closed 

Wednesday 09:00 – 11:00 15:00 – 17:45 

Thursday 09:00 – 11:15 
16:00 – 19:00 

Closed 

Friday 15:00 – 17:30 09:00 – 11:30 
 

 

There are no surgeries on Saturday or Sunday, but a doctor will be on call for emergencies only on 0845 6710 270 

 

REPEAT PRESCRIPTIONS (Monday to Friday) – You can request your repeat prescriptions by calling our 

dispensary on 01392 861622, or by using our online repeat prescription request www.exevalleypractice.co.uk. 

Please note that 48 hours notice is required for all repeat prescriptions. 

 

We accept credit\debit card payments for prescriptions 

 

We now operate a home delivery service for housebound registered patients. Please contact us on 01392 860273 for 

more information. 

 

 
 
 
 

http://www.exevalleypractice.co.uk/
mailto:exevalleypractice@nhs.net
http://www.exevalleypractice.co.uk/
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Wyndham House Surgery 

Fore Street, Silverton, EX5 5HZ 

Telephone: 01392 860034 

Outside surgery hours please ring 0845 671 0270 

To access the Emergency Out-of-hours Service 

Fax: 01392 861165 

www.wyndhamhousesurgery.co.uk 

 
Day/Dr Dr Anthony O’Brien Dr Emma Ziegler Dr Nick Keysell Dr Sally Simmons 

Monday 09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

09:00 – 11:30 

14:00 – 16:00 

 09.00 - 11.30 

15.00 -17.30 

Tuesday 09:00 – 11:30 

14:00 – 16:00 

 09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

09.00 - 11.30 

16.00 -17.30 

Wednesday  09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

 0900-11.30 

Thursday 09.00 - 11.00 09:00 – 11:00 09:00 – 11.00 

15:00 – 17:30 

 

Friday 09:00 – 11:30 

14:30 – 16:00 

 09:00 – 11:30  

Please note: The doctors are happy to speak to you on the phone instead of an appointment. Please request this from reception when you 
telephone.  

 

Surgery hours: Monday - Thurs. 08:30 - 18:00 

Friday 08:30 - 17:00  

Dispensary hours: Monday - Thurs. 09:00 - 12:00 and 14:30 - 18:00 

Friday 09:00 - 12:00 and 14:30 - 17:00 

Repeat prescriptions can be ordered online via our website. We now accept credit/debit card payments for prescriptions. 

We also operate a home delivery service for housebound registered patients.  

Please contact our reception or dispensary for more information. 

 

STOP PRESS: OVER THE NEXT COUPLE OF MONTHS WE WILL BE INTRODUCING A SYSTEM TO ALLOW PATIENTS 
TO BOOK APPOINTMENTS ON-LINE. KEEP AN EYE ON OUR WEBSITE FOR DETAILS. 

http://www.wyndhamhousesurgery.co.uk/
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Waste Collection Dates for 2013 
 

Generally on Mondays unless stated 

 

a) Recycling and brown bins   b) General refuse 

May 7
th
 (Tues) and 20

th
    May 13

th
 and 28

th
 (Tues) 

June 3
rd

 and 17
th
     June10th and 24

th
 

July 1
st
 ,15

th
 and 29th    July 8

th
 and 22

nd
 

Aug  12
th
 and 27

th
 (Tues)    Aug 5th and19th 

 

Mobile Library 
 

Thursdays, fortnightly, from 16.05 - 16.50 in the Quarry Car Park by Thorverton Post Office. 

 

                            July 4
th
 and 18

th
   October 10

th
 and 24

th
 

May 9
th
 and 23

rd
   August 1

st
, 15

th
 and 29

th
   November 7

th
 and 21

st
 

June 6
th
 and 20

th
   September 12

th
 and 26

th
   December 5

th
 and 19

th
 

    

 

Flag Flying days in May 
Thursday 9

th
 Europe Day 

 

 

Bus Services 
Turner's Tours / Carmel Coaches (bus 678) Mon-Fri. 10.09 from The Berry and the Baptist Chapel.  

Return 13.35 from Exeter bus station, Stand 5. 

 

Stagecoach (service 55B) Mon-Sat (except Bank Holidays)  

To Tiverton: 07.55, 10.10, 12.10, 14.10, 16.10, 17.29 (this is the 155 service;  on Saturdays it is the 55B and runs at 

17.10), 18.10 from The Berry and Broadlands.  

Return from Tiverton Bus Station: 07.40, 08.35, 10.45, 12.45, 14.45, 15.55 (Mondays to Fridays term-time only), 

16.45, 17.45. 

 

To Exeter: 08.05, 09.00, 11.10, 13.10, 15.10, 16.20 (Mondays to Fridays term-time only), 17.10, 18.10 from The 

Berry and Broadlands.  

Return from Exeter Bus Station: 07.30, 09.45, 11.45, 13.45, 15.45, 17.05 (this is the 155 service; on Saturdays it is 

the 55B and runs at 16.45), 17.45.  

 

Stagecoach 55 service runs pretty much every half-hour in each direction along the Exeter-Tiverton road, stopping 

at the Thorverton turn (the Ruffwell). Please consult Stagecoach 55 Group timetable for details of this service. 

 

Stagecoach free service to Somerfield's, Broadclyst, from Broadlands on Tuesdays 14.00. 

 

Stagecoach offers a variety of concessions for regular commuters, shoppers, children, students and jobseekers as 

well as one-day unlimited-use Explorer tickets. Further details from Stagecoach: 01392 427711 or 01803 664500 or 

www.stagecoachbus.com or www.devon.gov.uk/devonbus. 

 

Devonbus Timetable Information: call Traveline 0871 200 2233 Timetables available at the Post Office 
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Diary 2013 
 

Please notify FOCUS Editor of additions or changes. 

(Email: focusonthorverton@yahoo.co.uk or phone Neville Lane on 861062) 

 

 

MAY 

Mon 3
rd

-Fri 24
th
  Thorverton Art Group Exibhition at Thorverton Arms in normal opening hours 

Sat 4th  TARTS walk (Exford to Simonsbath), meet opposite Parish Church, 9.30am 

Sun 5
th

  Charity Quiz Night, Thorverton Arms, 7 for 7.30pm start 

Tues 7th          Women’s Institute Annual Meeting, WI Hut, 7,30pm 

Thurs 9
th

 TADS play reading, Exeter Inn, 8pm 

Sat 11
th

  Saturday Market, Memorial Hall, 9.30-11.15am 

Cadbury Fun Run Fursdon Coach Hall 2.30pm 

Sun 12
th

 Gas Up, Sunnymead, 10.00am 

Tues 14
th
 – Sat 18

th   
 East Devon Arts Festival at Thorverton Church 

Fri 17
th

  Exhibition of Thorverton pictures, School, 4-8pm  

Sat 18
th

  Exhibition of Thorverton pictures, School, 11am-5pm 

  Street Fair, 2pm 

Wed 22
nd

 Church Festival walk to Fortescue Farm, 6pm 

Thurs 23
rd

 Arts Exchange, Surprise, Cubberley House, 8pm 

  TADS AGM, Exeter Inn, 8pm 

Fri 24
th
  History Society, Wolves, Dogs and People in the Past by Bryony Coles, WI Hut, 7.30pm 

Sat 25
th

 WI Coffee Morning and Market, WI Hut, 10.00 to 11.30am 
Sun 26

th
  Choral Evensong in Thorverton Church at 6.30 p.m.   

 

JUNE 

Sun 2
nd

  Charity Quiz Night, Thorverton Arms, 7 for 7.30pm start 
Tues 4

th
  WI Summer Party, WI Hut, 7.30pm 

Sat 8
th

 Thorverton Country Show, Family Fun Day, Memorial Hall, 10:00am – 4:00pm (note: changed 

from 15
th
) 

Thurs 20
th
 Arts Exchange, Departure, Stable House, 8pm 

Sun 23
rd

 Church Festival Cream Tea, Fair Oak, 3.30pm 

Sat  22
nd

 WI Coffee Morning and Market, WI Hut, 10 to 11.30am 

Sun 30
th

 PTFA family duck race and cream tea afternoon - Memorial Hall 

  
 

JULY 

Thurs 4th  Bag 2 School, Thorverton School by 9am 

Thurs 18
th
 Arts Exchange, Movement, Ockero, 8pm 

 

SEPTEMBER 

Sat 7
th
  Thorfest – Beer and Music Festival 

Fri 27
th
  History Society, Agricultural Landscapes of the South West by Mark Overton, WI Hut, 7.30pm 

 

OCTOBER 

Fri 25
th
  History Society, Eleanor Coade by Geoffrey Harding, WI Hut, 7.30pm 

 

NOVEMBER 

Fri 22
nd

  History Society, Shackleton’s Amazing Antarctic Adventure by John Dike, WI Hut, 7.30pm 

Sat 30
th
  Holly Ball, Memorial Hall 

 
  

 


