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Editorial

I recently attended a conference through my work at
which email came in for a frightful hammering. It is
amazing what reactions it can bring about. Managers
were venting their frustration at the amount of email
that seemingly ties them up when they would rather
be out talking to people, trying to understand at first
hand what is really happening. There was quite a
mood amongst those present that we should be
looking to reduce quite considerably the amount of
email that we send (and receive).

I was surprised at myself that I did not take the side
of those against email. (Although those who know
me well will recognise this side of my character - I
seem to li ke to take the minority view.) I found
myself thinking of reasons why it is useful. Like so
many developments, it can work well for us provided
that we exert some control over our use of it. I could
not agree with those who suggested that if something
was important someone would have phoned by now
to talk about it. Email can be so very useful at
imparting an instruction or request that might need to
be passed on or shared with others; it is an excellent
means of sharing discussion with several others,
often very distant from one another, with everyone
able to see the same words. It is invaluable for the
production of Focus too. We get the majority of our
articles electronically now and it helps ensure that we
keep typographical errors to a minimum, though I
accept that they still happen. This is a rather
convoluted lead in to me announcing that we have a
vacancy for an assistant editor of Focus. Chris
Cousins has very skil lfull y carried out the role of one
of our two assistant editors for the past few years, but
is looking to hand on to someone else. If you are
interested please see the notice on page 16.

This month we have news of the Arts Festival which
for me heralds the start of a round of spring and early
summer social events in the vil lage. Could it be
evidence of global warming that not only do we see
the signs of spring earlier and earlier each year - the
presence of so many primroses so early this year is
apparent to me - but even the Arts Festival seems to
come around sooner? I love this time of year in
Devon. Have a lovely spring.

Nevill e Lane   Editor
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Letters

From Sheena Hunter-Hedges, Mar Lodge

Until recently I had no idea just how difficult it
is to find a dentist, and I'm not necessarily
talking NHS. Oh yes, I'd heard the discussions,
read the reports, even spoken with my niece,
who's a dental nurse in a Bristol practice and I
thought that everybody was exaggerating - until
it happened to us.

Our dentist retired in December last year. He
saw us at very short notice if we had an

emergency, believed in preventative treatment,
didn't insist on 6 monthly visits, was reasonably
priced, parking was a dream, and, really
importantly to us (we run our own business and
time out is expensive), did the treatment in as
few visits as possible - usually one.

Can anyone recommend a similarly-minded new
dentist to us please? We don't seem able to find
one unassisted and we're getting rather worried.
Any suggestions to Sheena or Simon 01392
860843.

Local Elections

Have a voice - vote in the local elections on
3 May 2007

Did you know that your local council lors are
consulted on nearly everything that happens in
your area? They take an active part in deciding
what services are and are not provided and that
affects you and your family!

Parish Councils are responsible for many things
like: bus shelters, litter bins, local halls and
community centres, parks, public clocks and
footpaths to name but a few. They are also
consulted on planning applications, highway
improvements, street signs, grant funding and
projects that affect where you live and what
facil ities your community has or receives.

Local councils are delivering more services for
residents than ever before and with changes to
legislation and funding opportunities becoming
available, Parish Councils wil l be in a position to
do even more in the future.

Everything we come into contact with on a daily
basis affects how we feel and what we do, so
how much effort do you actually make to get
your opinions known? Voting in local parish and
town council elections takes so little time, but
will have a daily impact on you for the next four
years, because councillors remain in office for a
four year term and their decisions affect the

future for your whole community. If you leave
voting to others your opinions and wishes will
not be heard and simply by voting for a
candidate you feel wil l reflect your view sends a
clear message of your opinion to the decision
makers.

It is said ‘people get the local council they
deserve’ . Do you know who in your community
is standing for election and what they hope to
achieve? This information will be displayed on
your parish notice board after 10 April 2007. If
you cannot find this information locally, Mid
Devon District Council may be able to advise
you.

Councillors live side by side with you in your
community; they are the most local level of
government, being easily contacted and directly
answerable to the community every time they
walk out of their front doors. They raise money
primarily through your council tax to administer
their decisions and you need to be sure that you
have voted for the right people to look after your
community.

If you do not vote, others will and their views
may change your li fe.

For fur ther information contact Kate West, Par ish
Clerk on 861560, email Thorvertonclerk@aol.com or
visit www.Thorvertonpar ishcouncil .org
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Thorverton Parish Council
Report of the March meeting of the
Parish Council

AFFORDABLE HOUSING
Representatives of the Church Commissioners and Falcon Rural Housing are to be invited to attend the
April meeting of the Parish Council to discuss a proposal for linking two development sites in the village
providing both open market and affordable housing.

VILLAGE SHOP
Councillors were disappointed that a letter from the Chairman of TCo-opT Ltd gave the impression that
the new shop and post off ice were not being considered as a joint proposal.  It was felt that this could
threaten the viabil ity of a purpose built shop building. A presentation by the Shop Committee to the
Council was deferred to the April meeting.

PLANNING MATTERS
A) To note Planning decisions received to date of meeting:

i) Ref: 06/02465/FULL Erection of Greenhouse, Hannabusses, Raddon Road, Thorverton.
Approved.

ii) Ref: 06/02690/FULL Use of land for the siting of temporary buildings to provide post off ice and
associated wc. Post Off ice (Portacabin) Car Park, Thorverton.  Approved.

ii i)06/02528/LBC Alterations to chimney, Perry Farm, Lee Cross, Thorverton.  Approved.
iv)06/02652/LBC Replacement of Corrugated roof to Kitchen, Cosycot, The Bury, Thorverton.

Approved.
B) To note Planning applications received to date of meeting:

i) Ref: 07/00264/FULL Erection of Conservatory, 33 Silver Street, Thorverton
ii) Ref: 07/00311/FULL Provision of letting bedrooms, reroofing of redundant store plus fire exit

route, Thorverton Arms, Bullen Street, Thorverton. (Also Listed Building Consent.)
ii i)07/00123/FULL Conversion of threshing barn and outbuildings to live/work unit, Court Barton,

Silver Street, Thorverton. (Also Listed Building Consent.)
iv)07/00459/CLU Certificate of lawful use for retention of drop kerbs 6 & 7 Cleaves Close,

Thorverton.

OTHER PARISH BUSINESS

• The Parish Council is seeking grant funding and other contributions to tarmac the Quarry Car Park.
• The Annual Parish Meeting will take place on Wednesday 25th April at 7.30pm in the Memorial Hall.
• Distr ict and Parish Elections wil l be taking place in May – see separate feature in Focus.
• The Parish Council now has a website!  Have a look at:

www.Thorvertonparishcouncil.org

The next Parish Council Meeting will take place in the Memorial Hall on Tuesday 10th April 2007 at
7.30pm.  An Agenda is displayed on the Parish Notice Board prior to meetings.

Kate West, Parish Clerk
Telephone: 01392 861560, email : Thorvertonclerk@aol.com
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Devon County Council

A helping hand to trace your family tree
From Janet Kipling, Exeter 383654, March 14,2007

Family History enthusiasts will be offered free expert
advice at a series of special days held at Devon
County Council's Record Office throughout this year.

Members of the Devon Family History Society wil l
be available to offer help and advice on any queries
or problems about tracing ancestors.

They wil l be at the Devon Record Office, Great Moor
House, Bittern Road, Sowton, Exeter on:

Thursday 19 April
Thursday 26 July
Thursday 1 November
(Between 10am and 3pm)
Saturday 17 March
Saturday 15 September
(Between 10am and 12noon)

The sessions are free and no booking is required.

Executive Member for Culture, Councillor Sheila
Hobden, said: "Family history research remains
popular, and people in Devon are lucky to have such
a wonderful resource on their doorsteps with the
Devon Record Office. We are grateful for the
continuing support of the Devon Family History
Society in offering their time and expertise."

For information, contact Janet Henwood on 01752
516841 or at education@devonfhs.org.uk

Little blue book is a mine of local information
A handy li ttle blue booklet was dropped through
letterboxes in Mid-Devon in March, with a host of
useful information for local residents.

Devon County Council provides major local
government services in Mid Devon, including
schools, social care, roads, street lighting, libraries,
public transport, trading standards and recycling
facilities.

The colourfully illustrated, 40-page booklet explains
what residents get for their money, and contains lots
of information, help and advice on a whole range of
services from recycling and cycle routes to street
cleaning and affordable homes.

The publication has been produced by Devon County
Council in partnership with District Councils, Devon
and Cornwall Police Authority, Devon and Somerset

Fire and Rescue Authority and Dartmoor National
Park, to accompany council tax bill s.

Each district has its own version of the booklet,
which sets out the council's vision for the area, and
how it is investing in services in the region. The
booklet is divided into sections, all of which are
colour-coded for ease of use.

The Mid Devon leaflet highlights the County
Council's work in the area over the past year on local
projects, such as:

• MyDevon - a new flagship customer service
centre

• The prize-winning Punchbowl recycling
centre near Crediton

• The Devon Youth Games held in Tiverton
• Opening of Birchen Lane home for young

people looked after by the Council
• A £120,000 new nursery at Tidcombe

Primary School in Tiverton
• County Committee funds for projects such as

the Sandford Post Office service, Early Birds
Nursery in Crediton and Willand Youth
Club.

Leader of Devon County Council , Councillor Brian
Greenslade said: "This booklet is a great example of
partnership working between the county and district
councils and the police, fire and national park
authorities, which has meant we have been able to
keep the cost of this booklet to a minimum - just 14p
a copy.

"It demonstrates what can be achieved through
collaborative working, and the fact that we have been
able to produce a different version for each district
gives a real local flavour for residents, with details
about specific projects and services in their area.  The
intention is to show residents just what they are
getting for their money, and I hope they will feel they
are getting a superb range of good value, high quali ty
services.

The leaflet also sets out how the authorities raise
money and how it is distributed and spent, and
outlines how they are performing and their priorities
for the future. It contains useful telephone numbers
and advice on a range of subjects such as coping on a
low income.

The booklet also features photography taken by
Devon's residents for the Proud of Devon
competition. District councils distributed the booklet
to accompany council tax bill s.
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TARTS news

For all walks meet at the Bell Inn. Anyone
interested in joining us on any of the walks just
turn up … or phone Simon 861349 or Heather
860419. Dogs welcome.

Saturday walks

April 6th Easter Saturday. Short walk to be
arranged.
April 28th Exmoor 7 miles near Withypool with
pub lunch at the Royal Oak. Meet 9.30am Led
by Jim

Weekday walks

Wed Apr 11 th   1.00 p.m.
Thu Apr 26 th 10.00 a.m.
Wed May 9 th   1.00 p.m.
Thu May 24 th 10.00 a.m.
Wed Jun 6 th   1.00 p.m.
Thu Jun 21 st 10.00 a.m.

Recent walks

The last long walk late in February was over
Woodbury Common and surrounding country-
side … stunning views, lunch at East Budleigh.

10th March Aishe Barton, Silverton
On this lovely sunny morning thirteen of us with
Jacko and Jake the dogs set off from the lane
next to Silverton School and walked along public
footpaths and land of Aishe Barton. We had a
spectacular view of the Exe Valley and beyond
to the Exe estuary and to Dartmoor. Primroses
and gorse were in flower in a hidden valley
where there was once a farm but now ruined
barns, so peaceful. We spotted a pale form of the
common buzzard, bullfinches, raven, jay and
more, and heard the first chiffchaff this year. The
Lamb Inn was our hostelry at the end of this
delightful walk. Thanks to Andrew for letting us
walk over his farm.

Simon Ette

Tarts walk on March 15th

near Clyst Hydon.
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Thorverton Memorial Hall News

Saturday Market & Big Breakfast

The Breakfast team are looking for new recruits.
They particularly want people who could
occasionally help set up either on Friday evening
or early Saturday morning and staff to wait on
tables. If you would like to help please either
speak to someone at the Market or contact the
Secretary.

Draw Winners for December were:

Chicken Dinner Bob Swaff ield
Fruit Box Angie Delve
Fruit Box V-Ann Holden

Duck Race

Yes, it’s off icial; the Hall Committee
have gone completely “Quackers!” On
Saturday 14th April , following the

Market, the Brook will become the venue for the
hottest race of the season – the Thorverton Duck
Race – between over 200 red, blue and yellow
ducks of unknown parentage.

The “swim” will commence behind the Bell Inn
and end at the Memorial Hall fin ishing line. The
Chairman will referee the race from her
vantage point in the Brook and will give a
red card to any ducks who stop for a bite
to eat, but barging and general unruly behaviour
by the contestants will not be punished.

Any ducks trying to escape following the event
will be dealt with unmercifully and all must be

accounted for. If you find any strays after
the race please apprehend them and
return them to a Committee member.

Ducks can be purchased in advance from any
Committee member or you can “pick your own”
at the Market for 50p.

Race Night

On Saturday 28th April the Hall wil l become the
venue for the Thorverton Races. There will be
eight races with eight horses in each race. If you
would like to be the proud “owner” of a horse
please see a Committee member as soon as
possible. (Horses cost £3 each). Come in a group
or by yourself. It doesn’t matter. It’s sure to be a
great evening.

The £5 ticket includes a supper but you will need
some extra cash if you want to place some bets!

Country Show

Entry forms for the Craft tent and stalls are now
available. You can collect a form from Jean
White at Waters Ford. For stall holders there is a
reduction for those who book early!
Exhibitor forms are also available.

For those of you who kindly put stickers in your
car windows to advertise the Show, these will be
available at the Saturday Market or from Waters
Ford after Easter.

Bingo

There will be an Easter Bingo at the Hall on
Tuesday 3rd April when the prizes will have an
Easter theme. Eyes Down is at 7.30pm. All
welcome.

Reg.Charity No. 203776
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Notice Board

  THORVERTON
MEMORIAL HALL

 SATURDAY MARKET

Saturday 14th April

 9.30 - 11.00am

Breakfast Bar, Books,
 Fruit & Veg, Plants,
Bric-a-brac, Draw

100 Club Draw

Reg. Char ity No. 203778

THORVERTON
MEMORIAL HALL

EASTER BINGO

Tuesday 3rd April

Eyes Down 7.30pm

Lots of prizes to be won.

Reg. Char ity No. 203778

THORVERTON
MEMORIAL HALL

EASTER DUCK RACE

Saturday 14th April

Following the Saturday
Market

Thorverton Brook
(Bell Inn to Memorial Hall)

Ducks available from Hall
Committee members or pick a duck

at the Market

50p each

            
Reg. Char ity No. 203778

THORVERTON
MEMORIAL HALL

RACE NIGHT

Saturday 28th April

Doors open 7.30pm

1st Race 8.00pm

Tickets £5 (including supper)

Come along to the Hall for a fun
night out

Reg. Char ity No. 203778

Annual Plant Sale
at the

Youth Club, Rewe
on Saturday April 28th,
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10am - 1pm

Excellent selection of quality bedding, hardy
plants, climbers and shrubs.

Small starter plants for the patient and
established "wow" factor plants.

Usual light refreshments available, also a really
good draw which includes stainless steel tools.

Enquiries 01392 861115.

Entry and parking free of charge.

Thorverton Arts Exchange

At Arts Exchange meetings we share our
enthusiasms for writing, music, painting, film,
craft etc. with one another.

Usually there is a theme to our choices, but
occasionally an individual member will take
responsibility for a whole evening.

The meetings take place in members’ homes at
8.00 p.m. The next four  meetings are:

April 5th Consequences Ockero
May 10th Mysteries Pynes House
June 7th Movement Campion Cottage

New members are always welcome.
For further information contact

Claire Cousins at Cubberley House, The Berry
(860438)

Ladies Group Meeting

The next meeting of the Ladies Group will be at
Moss Bank in School Lane, at the kind invitation
of Beryl Grace, usual time on April 12th.   M. C.

Dry, secure, storage
One unit

Chapel Farm
Tel: 860800

FOR SALE

DE LONGHI ELECTRIC HEATER: oil -fil led,
wall-mountable, slimline panel.
400w. Excellent condition. £30 ono Tel. 860768

Thorverton Church Consor t

Practices (on Thursdays) are usually in church
from 7.45 to 9.00 pm

April
Weds 4th Practice
May
Thurs 3rd  Practice
Sat 26th       12.15 practice for wedding service
Thurs 31st  Practice
June
Sun 3rd         9.15 practice for 10.00 service
Thurs 14th Practice
Thurs 28th Practice
July
Thurs 12th Practice
Thurs 19th Party
Sun 22nd  5 pm Practice

Thorverton Junior Consort

Practices (on Mondays) are usually in school
from 3.30 pm to 4.30 pm

April
Mon. 2nd  Practice
Mon. 30th Practice
May
Mon. 21st Practice
Sat 26th       12.15 practice for wedding service
June
Sun 3rd         9.15 practice for 10.00 service
Mon. 11th Practice
Mon. 25th Practice
July
Thurs 19th Party
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APRIL 1     Palm Sunday

8 am
9 am
10 am
10 am
10 am
10 am
10 am
10.30 am
5 pm
6.30 pm
6.30 pm

CADBURY
COWLEY
NEWTON ST CYRES
THORVERTON
UPTON PYNE
REWE
STOKE CANON
STOKE CANON
STOKE CANON
BRAMPFORD SPEKE
POLTIMORE

Holy Communion (BCP)  DD
Holy Communion (T)  JB
Family Service – Holy Communion (C) RP
Holy Communion (T)  JM
Service of the Word  Lay Team
Prayers & Walk to Stoke Canon for 10.30
Walk of Witness starts at the Chapel
Joint Service continues at the Chapel  DD
‘Service with a Smile’ (Jubilee Hall)
Joint Village Service at the Parish Church  RP
Holy Communion (C)   DD

APRIL 5     Maundy Thursday

6 pm
7.30 pm

NEWTON ST CYRES
HUXHAM

Passover Supper & Holy Communion   RP
Holy Communion (C)  DD

At 6 pm – Passover meal guided by the Rev. Richard Potter at Newton St Cyres Parish Hall, leading into an informal
celebration of Holy Communion.  Everyone is welcome from all the parishes, but places are limited and on a first-come
basis – please book in Newton St Cyres church or telephone Charlotte Dyer on (01392) 851618

APRIL 6     Good Friday

9 am
10 am
11.15 am
12 noon
2 pm
2 pm
3.30 pm
7 pm

UPTON PYNE
CADBURY
REWE
NEWTON ST CYRES
POLTIMORE
THORVERTON
BRAMPFORD SPEKE
STOKE CANON

Good Friday Service  DD
Stations of the Cross  RP
Good Friday Service  GS
Good Friday Joint Service  DD
Good Friday Service  DD
Good Friday Service   RP
Good Friday Service at the Baptist Chapel
Good Friday Service (Jubilee Hall)  DD

APRIL 7     Easter Even

8.30 am
8 pm
8 pm

THORVERTON
REWE
EXETER CATHEDRAL

Morning Prayer (BCP)
Easter Vigil  SS
Easter Vigil – Confirmation & Holy Communion
The Bishop of Exeter
Candidates from Poltimore and Upton Pyne will be confirmed at this service

Easter Communion at Home

Holy Communion can be administered at home to any communicant who is prevented by illness or disability from coming
to church at Easter.  Please leave a message with the Rev Douglas Dettmer on (01392) 860332 or the Rev Richard
Potter on (01392) 851386 should someone you know wish to receive the sacrament at home.
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APRIL 8     Easter Day

6.30 am
8 am
10 am
10 am
10 am
10 am
10 am
10 am
11.15 am
11.15 am
11.15 am
3 pm
6.30 pm

NETHEREXE
THORVERTON
BRAMPFORD SPEKE
CADBURY
NEWTON ST CYRES
POLTIMORE
STOKE CANON
THORVERTON
COWLEY
REWE
UPTON PYNE
NETHEREXE
HUXHAM

Sunrise Vigil & Holy Communion (C)  DD
Holy Communion (BCP)  DD
Holy Communion (T)  AS
Holy Communion (T)  HW
Holy Communion (C)  RP
Holy Communion (C)  MG
Holy Communion (C) in the church  DD
Family Service & Holy Communi on (C)   SS & NO
Holy Communion (T)  JB
Holy Communion (C)  JM
Holy Communion (T)  RP
Evening Prayer (BCP)  RP
Evening Prayer (BCP)  DD

APRIL 15     Easter 1 / Second of Easter

8 am
9 am
10 am
10 am
10 am
11.15 am
6.30 pm

NEWTON ST CYRES
COWLEY
BRAMPFORD SPEKE
HUXHAM
THORVERTON
UPTON PYNE
NEWTON ST CYRES

Holy Communion (BCP)  RP
Holy Communion (T)  JB
‘Service with a Smile’ �  Team
Group Service – Holy Communion (C)  JM
Joint Service – Holy Communion (T)  RP
Holy Communion (T)  FC
Choral Evensong (BCP)  RP

APRIL 22     Easter 2 / Third of Easter

9 am
10 am
10 am
10 am
11 am
11.15 am
6.30 pm

UPTON PYNE
NEWTON ST CYRES
POLTIMORE
STOKE CANON
THORVERTON
REWE
CADBURY

Joint Service – Holy Communion (T)  AS
Joint Service – Holy Communion (T) RP
Service of the Word  JD, GS
Service of the Word (in church) SL, GK
Joint Service at the Baptist Church
Holy Communion (C)  SS
Evening Prayer (BCP)  RP

APRIL 29     Easter 3 / Fourth of Easter

11 am STOKE CANON Joint Mission Community Service – Holy Communion (C)  DD

Everyone is invited to this joint service for all the parishes in the newly-reopened Stoke Canon Parish Church,
and to the bring-and-share lunch which follows in the Jubilee Hall.  If you pl an to stay for lunch, please br ing a
main course and/or a pudd ing to share.  More information will be available fro m churchwardens in each parish in
April.

Would you like a li ft to chur ch?

May we offer you a lift to the parish church or to a joint service elsewhere?  For transport to Sunday services from locations
in Thorverton parish, please ring Steve Rendell on (01392) 860780.  To arrange a lift to the weekday Holy Communion at
Thorverton on the last Wednesday of the month, please ring Margaret Turner-Warwick on (01392) 860940
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MAY 6     Easter 4 / Fifth of Easter

8 am
9 am
10 am
10 am
10 am
10 am
11.15 am
12 noon
3.30 pm
5 pm
6.30 pm
6.30 pm

CADBURY
COWLEY
HUXHAM
NEWTON ST CYRES
THORVERTON
UPTON PYNE
REWE
BRAMPFORD SPEKE
THORVERTON
STOKE CANON
BRAMPFORD SPEKE
POLTIMORE

Holy Communion (BCP)  DD
Holy Communion (T)  JB
Holy Communion (C)  AS
Family Service – Holy Communion (C)  RP
Festival Service – Holy Communion (T) & Y2J Group   DD
Service of the Word  Lay Team
Morning Prayer (BCP)  VQ
Holy Baptism  DD
Holy Baptism  DD
‘Service with a Smile’ (Jubilee Hall)
Joint Village Service at the Baptist Chapel  RP
Evening Prayer (BCP)  DD

DD = The Rev Douglas Dettmer, Priest-in-Charge                                       RP = The Rev Richard Potter, Associate Minister in the Raddon Team
NO = Canon Professor Nicholas Orme, Reader in the Raddon Team

JB  = The Rev John Benton
BB  = Mrs Bridget Boxall
DB  = Mr David Boxall
AB  = Mrs Annabel Branney
FC  = Prebendary Francis Coles

CC = Mr Chris Cook
JC = Mrs Jane Cook
JD = Mrs Julia Dallen
MG = The Rev Miriam Gent
CH   = The Rev Chris Hughes

GK = Mrs Gwynneth Keehner
SL = Mrs Sue Longridge
JM = Prebendary John Mapson
VM = Mrs Val Mills
DP = Mr David Perrott

VQ = Mrs Valerie Quinn
JS = Mr John Sandford
GS = Mr Guy Sheppard
SS = The Rev Sue Sheppard
AS = The Rev Alan Simmonds
HW = The Rev Harold Whitty

Family Services at Stoke Canon (‘Service with a Smile’) and Thorverton (‘At Your Service’) are led by lay teams

Daily Services   Usual pattern—see the Sunday leaflet ‘In Touch’ available in church for the daily services each week

Morning Prayer Evening Prayer
7.30 am Thorverton  (Tuesday – Friday) 5 pm Upton Pyne  (Tuesday)
8.30 am  Thorverton  (Saturday) 6 pm Rewe  (Tuesday)

5 pm Newton St Cyres  (Thursday)
Holy Communion
9.30 am Thorverton  (Last Wednesday of the month)

From the Parish Registers   To mid-March

Baptism Keiran Harry Spry (March 11 at Thorverton)

Funerals Kath Rist (February 19 at Exeter Crematorium)
John Woodman (February 27 at Exeter Crematorium)
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Letter from the Rev. Douglas Dettmer
From the Rev. Douglas Dettmer, Priest-in-Charge

‘Come to him, a living stone...and like living
stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual
house.’
From 1 Peter 2. 4-5

These words from scripture remind us that first
and foremost, the church is people.  Its members,
all baptized people throughout the world, are
called to be like ‘ living stones’ – built up into a
spiritual building, the community of the church,
whose foundation-stone is Christ himself.

Across England, ‘the church’ is greatly blessed in
being able to worship and pray in beautiful,
ancient buildings. We in these parishes enjoy this
blessing and privilege. Yet if the buildings
suddenly ceased to exist, ‘the church’ – the
people, the ‘spiritual house’ – would still be here.

For the community of Stoke Canon, the bad dream
very nearly came true. An inspection of the church
building found the structure of the roof in a
dangerous state. The building was closed to the
public at once and has remained closed for two
and a half years. More than a quarter of a mill ion
pounds would be required for its repair; there was
every possibil ity that it might never be reopened.

Yet during the time of closure, the li fe of ‘the
church’ has continued to flourish; indeed the
church community, meeting for worship in the
vil lage hall, has grown in new directions of
worship and service.

Thanks to immensely dedicated efforts by the
whole parish – both the church community and
those who come to services less often, but for
whom the church building is personally a place of
central importance in the vil lage for a number of
reasons – plus generous grant aid from English
Heritage, the people of Stoke Canon wil l once
again worship in the restored building on Easter
Day.  For that, God be praised.

Furthermore, the church has now received a grant
to develop a bid for national funding, with a view

to reordering the interior of the building to make it
more useful to the whole community, including
the school, while retaining its basic function as a
place of Christian worship.

There is no guarantee that this second stage of
funding wil l be achieved; but the Parochial
Church Council is working hard on the project,
and the professionalism and commitment of the
lay PCC members as they give their time and
energy to this project on behalf of the community
are truly inspiring. I know all the churches of the
Stoke Canon Benefice and the Raddon Team wil l
want to join me in giving thanks with the people
of Stoke Canon on the Easter Day reopening, and
I many wil l be present at the first joint service for
all eight parishes of our group at Stoke Canon on
Sunday, April 29th, followed by a bring-and-share
lunch for everyone in the Jubilee Hall.

Considerable human and financial resources are
rightly being invested in the building at Stoke
Canon for the sake of the church’s mission now
and in future years. At the same time, the fact
remains that ‘the church’ is people, not a building.
That’s why the most important aspects of this or
any church building development project concern
the spiritual health of the local church which
worships there; the quality of the relationships
among its members and its relationship with God;
its openness toward the community around it and
its willi ngness to show that community the love of
God through self-giving service and commitment.

Ultimately, the church building draws its meaning
from the Christian li fe of the church which gathers
there – not the other way round!  In the season of
Easter, all we who have been baptized do well to
remember our baptism; to ask God to make us
more like the Lord through whom we pray, who
poured out his li fe on the cross in self-giving love
for all his people; and to let ourselves, like living
stones, be built together into a spiritual house on
the living foundation-stone, the risen Christ.

With best wishes for Easter,
Douglas
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Refreshments for Church Week 2007: Can you help please?
Plans are well under way now for this year's Church
week, but we can't rest on our laurels! We are still
hoping for pledges for cakes, scones, shortbread,
pizzas, quiches, chicken dishes, pasta dishes,
puddings, so if you can help please call Anji on
860087.

We still need to cover the bread, we use one white,
one wholemeal and one granary a day.  Is there
anyone willi ng to pledge some of this order for us?
We also need butter or spread for sandwiches, 10lbs
frozen peas, cheddar cheese, 4 more x tins of tuna
fish, flour, margarine, J cloths, Dettox antibacterial
spray, 9 x 100 rolls, catering size cling film &
kitchen foil and some Flash...!

We would welcome sponsors for:  24 x soup bowls, 1
x bread knife, 2 x preparation knives, 6 x salt &
pepper sets, chopping boards - green for vegetables
and white for bread, 24 x mugs, 2 x salad keepers, 2
x domed cake covers/trays.

Garth and Melissa Pearce at the Thorverton Arms
have been brilliant, and are helping us to get items
through their wholesaler at discounted prices - I can
show you what we need in a catalogue and Garth will
order the items. See Anji if you can help.

We have received generous donations from Peter &
Jane Sleap, Pauline Hartnell, Mary Stephens, John
Brunyee ...and um, er someone who gave me a
donation, but I didn't write it down straight away.
(Oops! Sorry but my brain is like a sieve at the
moment!). Any other donations wil l be gratefully
received. You can either give it to me, Anji Hartnell-
Todd, Mary Thomas, Peter Colebrook or the P.C.C.
treasurer Royston Kershaw. Any cheques should be
made payable to Thorverton P.C.C. and if you are a
taxpayer please consider gift-aiding your donation.

We have already received promises for: Branston
pickle - from Doreen Beer, mayonnaise- Claire

Cousins, serviettes - Reece, pasta - Claire Heaven-
Ince, kitchen roll - Loreen Large, tinned tomatoes -
Sarah Crawford, ham - Serena Stephenson,
strawberry jam - Pauline Roberts, milk - Graham &
Pam Palmer, dishcloths - Rick Todd, pickled onions,
red salmon, English mustard, Branston pickle & 4 x
tins of tuna all from Don Hodgetts, 4 x squash & 2 x
salad cream - Steph Shelton, washing up liquid &
Dettol - Ricki Hartnell-Todd, bread rolls - Colin &
Alison Marshall , table cloths - Lorraine Colebrook,
and last but not least butter portions - John Mann
(although he doesn't know it yet, he-he-he..!!)

Thanks to some of your kind donations last year we
have recently been able to purchase some lovely new
crockery, two fridge thermometers and a food probe.

We are also hoping to get sponsors for the tiling in
the kitchen, we need 200 cream tiles & grout, as of
yet I don't have a price, but if there is someone in the
position to help, please give me a call . Maybe we
could all buy a tile each! Hey that's not a bad idea -
anyone interested? Thank You so much to everyone
who has kindly contr ibuted to our worthy cause,
we are extremely grateful.

Anji Hartnell -Todd 860087.

Pledge Auction for Church Week
We are looking for anything that you can give - that
someone else would buy! Already we have pledges
promised which include...baby-sitting; tour of church
tower see the clock and bells; flower arrangement; 2
hours of odd-job man!! etc etc. So please help us to
make this a night where lots of money can be raised
for the church. Search out old friends and
acquaintances and nag them into giving something to
auction.

Pledge auction Friday 4th May in Exeter Inn skittle
alley, viewing from 7pm. Please contact Michael
Ayre on 860434 or email ayre.ratcli ffe@virgin.net

Stall-holders for Saturday’s Fair (5th May)
Books etc  Frank and Alice Selley, 1 Dark Lane,
860280
Bottle Stall    To be confirmed
Cakes  Liz Rendell, 20 Silver Street, 860780 (or can
be left on Saturday at Kirkford, in the Bury)
Cash donations for flowers  Marion Crang, 18 The
Glebe, 860754 and Elspeth Holmes, Drill House,
860535

China and Glass  Tina Ayre, Ratcli ffe Farm, 860434
(can collect)
Draw Prizes  Ed Greed, Fortescue, 841231
Lucky Dip  Tina Ayre, Ratcli ffe Farm, 860434
Plant Stall   George Greed, Fortescue, 841231
Tombola  Stella Barron, 860007 and Karon Murphy,
861056
White Elephant  Marg Maynard, 3 Bullen Street,
860661
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Baptist Church News

Slavery, Abolition and Wilberforce

On Sunday 25th March we commemorated the
two hundredth anniversary of the abolition of the
slave trade throughout the British Empire.  Note
that this did not mean the abolition of the
institution of slavery. For this a futher shameful
wait of some 28 years was necessary.

The long struggle to eliminate slavery was the
lifelong burden of Will iam Wilberforce. Born
into a rich and influential family in Hull in 1759,
he was sent  at the age of 9 to live with his aunt
and uncle in London. There he came under the
influence of Rev. John Newton, who was a
frequent visitor to the household. John Newton
had been a tough, blaspheming slave trader but
after a remarkable conversion experience
became a minister and hymnwriter. His most
famous hymn, "Amazing Grace," has a particular
poignancy when you apply some of the words to
what he had been before:

Amazing grace, how sweet the sound,
That saved a wretch like me.
I once was lost, but now am found,
Was blind, but now I see.

While a student at Cambridge, Wilberforce felt
more and more that he wanted to be involved in
politics and have a hand in changing things. He
was just 21 years of age when he won the seat of
the City of Hull . Later his close friend from
university days, Will iam Pitt, became Prime
Minister - aged 24!

In 1785, after long debates with one of his
former teachers followed by li fechanging
discussions with Newton, Wilberforce emerged
as a committed Christian. Under Newton's
influence, he determined to devote his energies
to combatting the slave trade. This was to
become his life's work as he consistently raised
the issue in Parliament and made impassioned
speeches in favour of abolition. There ware
many votes over the years, some of them very
close, but it was not until February 1807 that
trading in slaves was finally made illegal.
Wilberforce received three cheers in the House

of Commons from his fellow MPs - the only
time this has ever happened!

But the struggle was not yet over. Wilberforce
and his Clapham friends - a circle of about a
dozen rich, influential, Christian businessmen-
kept up over the years a whole stream of
initiatives not only in favour of ending slavery
but also of alleviating poverty and generally
making life better and fairer for ordinary people.

In 1825 Wilberforce retired from Parliament but
continued his work. It was only 3 days before his
death in 1833 that in Parliament finally passed
an act calli ng for the release of all slaves
throughout the British Empire. As a mark of
supreme respect from of his parliamentary
colleagues and the general public, he was buried
in Westminster Abbey.

Wilberforce undoubtedly played the principal
role in the abolition of slavery and deserves the
profound admiration of us all. However, he did
not act alone. There were others whose voices
were also raised in protest. As early as 1774,
John Wesley wrote: "." I absolutely deny all
slave holding to be consistent with any degree of
even natural justice." And one of the most
moving anti-slavery speeches was made in 1833
by a former Baptist missionary to Jamaica,
Will iam Knibb, who had seen for himself all the
brutality and dehumanisation of slavery: " God is
the avenger of the oppressed, and the African
shall not always be forgotten. I plead on behalf
of the widows and orphans of those whose blood
has been shed."

What Wilberforce achieved was truly
remarkable. He remains a challenging example
to Christians of all denominations on how we
should apply our Christian faith and convictions
to the practical task of combatting evil and social
injustice wherever we find it. Slavery in different
forms is still rife in our world today. We need
Christian men and women of the stamp of
Wilberforce to do something about it.

Maurice Harr ison, Minister
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In Luke Chapter 9 Jesus said to them all , “If any
of you want to become my followers, let them
deny themselves and take up their cross daily
and follow me”.

A person who took up his cross in first-century
Jerusalem was on a one way journey. He was
heading for execution. He would not be back.
Jesus insisted that those who followed him, did
so without com-promise. If faith in Him was
worth living with, then it also had to be worth
dying for. I wonder how the disciples re-acted to
this?

They had only gone with him in the first place,
because they wanted to see where he lived; one
year on he was asking whether they were
prepared to sacrifice their own lives for the
mission.

Following Him means the death of a selfish love
of oneself “Denying yourself “ means far more
than giving up chocolate during Lent; it means
putting the needs of others at the heart of your
lifes ambition.

It means the death of a craving for possessions.
It means the death of desire for praise. The
contempt in which Christians are held is not
something for believers to be ashamed of.

A little story for the children, --a little boy called
Jordan was asking his Mum about Jesus’
resurrection as they were in the car on their way
to preschool. Realizing he thought Jesus was
rising from the dead for the first time this Easter,
she tried to correct him. She told him all about
the death and resurrection of Jesus, and
concluded, “Jesus rose from the dead a long time
ago, and now wants to live in our hearts” .  But
Jordan still was not convinced, Unsure of how
she could make it any clearer, she said, “How

about if we stop off at a bookstore and see if we
can find some books about Easter- we will get
one and read it together.

With a wisdom beyond his years, Jordan said
“Cant we just read the Bible”

Jordan’s idea was right. Books about the Bible
are helpful, but should never be used as a
substitute for God’s revelation of Himself—His
Word.

Lets follow Jordans idea and go fi rst to the ultimate
source of truth—The Bible.

Exhaustless store of treasured gems
Within this Book I hold;

And as I read, it comes alive,
New treasures to unfold.

The Baptist Church welcomes all who would
like to join us on Sunday mornings at 11-00am.
Our Easter programme is as follows-:

Thursday 5th April
Maundy Thursday Communion at 7-00pm,
Tea/coffee and Biscuits to follow.
Friday 6th April
Good Friday Service at Brampford Speke Baptist
Church at 3-30pm. Tea to follow.
Saturday 7th April
Decorating the Church for Easter in the afternoon.
Sunday 8th April
Easter Day Service at 11-00am.

On 24th April between 2-30pm and 4-00pm we
are holding a “Tea and Chat” in the Schoolroom
at the back of the Church, we would love you to
call i n and have a quick cup of tea and a natter or
a full cream tea, if you prefer, Love to see you.

Phylli s Langdon, Church Secretary

Review - Ash
Ash at the Lemon Grove, Exeter
On Wednesday 14th March I went to the Exeter
Lemon Grove to see the four-piece band Ash.
Ash used to be a big name in the music industry
a few years ago, so I was expecting it to be
packed, and it was. The Lemon Grove is a pretty
small venue, but one of the better ones in Exeter.
Its sound system makes up for the small space.

Despite doors opening at 7.30, it took an hour
before the support band - V Formation - took the
stage. I had never heard of them before but they
were well worth the wait. Another half-hour wait
before Ash came on. Ash showed that they were
still as talented in performing to an audience as
they were a few years ago. So, ignoring the
witing, a very good gig.

Tim Colebrook



Focus on Thorverton 16 Vol. 38  No. 4 – April 2007

Arts Festival

Can you help with the Arts Festival – end of
April beginning of May 2007?

Many thanks to those who have already offered
their time, but we STILL need more offers of
help with the organisation of craft items, sales of
art, craft and cake draw tickets, and stewarding.

What you could offer to help with :
- an hour or more selli ng cake draw tickets

: this is a stress-free job with
plenty of chance to chat to visitors!  May
1st – 5th (10.00 – 8.30)

- an hour or more on the desk at the door
welcoming visitors and dealing with sales
May 1st - 5th (10.00 – 8.30)�  unpacking and displaying craft items
Sun Apr 29th�  stewarding : patrolling the church to keep
an eye on exhibits and help visitors  May
1st – 5th (10.00 – 8.30)

�  stock-taking and helping artists check out
unsold items  May 5th (c.4.30 -6.45)

The last task mentioned is PARTICULARLY
IMPORTANT requiring at least a dozen people.
Early offers of help would be much appreciated
and will give us the chance to plan efficiently
and to let you know exactly what you will be
doing. It will also stop us from lying awake at
night worrying!
There is now a book in church which you can
sign if you will be able to spend an hour or more
on the desk, selling cake draw tickets,
stewarding, unpacking craft items or stock-
taking.

We hope that folk of ALL AGES will be able to
help to support and staff this exciting and
important village event.

Please contact :   Helen Pope 860159  or Heather
Kershaw 860419  asap

Support your Post Office

Have you thought about ordering a new/extra
magazine or newspaper for a change, maybe
something to inspire you in the garden or help you to
develop a new sport, interest or plan your next
holiday?

Have you looked at our range of cards recently,
checked whether we stock stationery that you might
need, considered sending something to the laundry
for a spring freshen-up?

Have you been making the very best use of the Post
Off ice’s services? Staff are very happy to advise you
about all that is on offer.

YOUR use (or not) of the Post Off ice and TCT Ltd’s
services, makes a difference to their continuation.

Please keep coming – your vill age needs you!

Heather Kershaw

Wanted: Assistant Editor for
Focus
Do you want to become involved in the production of
Thorverton's vil lage magazine, Focus on Thorverton?
Currently, Chris Cousins and Rob Purvis share the
duties, usually helping put Focus together in alternate
months.  However, Chris has decided that the time
has come for him to pass on these duties, giving
someone else the opportunity.

Almost all of the work of our assistant editors now
involves assembling articles sent in to us by email (or
occasionally in hard copy).  This all takes place over
a period of about a week just before the end of the
month.  It requires some dexterity with Word and
editing skil ls - and an abili ty to get on with the
editor! - but nothing that couldn't be picked up by
someone with an aptitude for IT and a certain
keenness.  Enthusiasm goes a long way in this.

If you think that you might be interested in taking on
this role please contact me on 861062.  Your
magazine needs you!

Nevill e Lane
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Golf Society Players of Thorverton

At last!! An open Golf Course.

We lost our date at the end of February to the
rain and so for the first time GSPOT’s had no
golf played for a whole month.

Friday 9th March

Despite very boggy ground and a particularly
strong gale, making conditions extremely
difficult, we had a competition which was won
by the lowest score recorded so far in our
competitions.

Winner David Harlow

Joint runners up Geoff Bulley, John Mann, Reith
Roberts, Mark Cummings

The “Donna - y” I did that trophy was awarded
to Geoff Bulley for quite out of character being
“Mr Grumpy” and golf club abuse. (not an
offence for the police yet!)

The dates for April;

The 6th Good Friday For our Birthday
Competition (Extra Prizes)

Friday the 20th and Sunday the 29th .

Anybody interested in joining us wil l be more
than welcome, just turn up at the Exeter Inn at
1.30pm lunch time on Friday, or 10 30 am. on
Sunday.

David Harlow

Grasstrack fundraising

A fundraising event was held on the 24/25 Feb at
The Bell Inn. Jim Pearn and Paul Uglow would
like to thank Ken & Maz, Noel & Margaret for
allowing and supporting the pool competition
and draw to help raise funds to support them
during the 2007 season. Vic Loader was the
eventual winner. They would also like to thank
all the people who generously donated prizes for
the draw and to Pete Marshall who helped with
the event and continues to generously sponsor
and support team 44 & 14. Jim and Paul who
were ranked 30 last year and 25 this year in
Britain start this year with a new sidecar outfit

and hope to improve their ranking, bringing
home to Thorverton more silverware. They have
qualified for the quali fying round of the British
masters to be held in July.

Their first event was held on 25th March at
Somerton. The season got of to a good start, with
new bike and first meet nerves out of the way,
Jim and Paul took 2nd, 1st and 3rd in their heat to
qualify 2nd for the final. Bad luck struck in the
final and they were forced of the track  but the
did rejoin the race and managed to finish 6th

overall. They are in good spirits for the next
meeting on 8th April in St Erme Cornwall.
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25 Years ago

Focus April 1982
Our Little Stream Part 2.
Last month we finished on the little bridge over
the brook in Oak Lane, so now I will carry on
from there.

I do not know the original course of the stream
before the railway came, but I think it must have
been rather different, as it is bounded by stone
walls for a little way; the same sort of stone as
the builders of the railway used 100 years ago.

Well, to get back to facts, we will walk along the
lane to the road which is the main one out of
Thorverton, and there we turn sharply to the left.
Here is where a great deal of trouble happened,
and still does, when the brook floods.

The water comes racing down from the vil lage
and has to take an abrupt right turn. Of course, it
objects, and flows over the top of the bank and
floods out over the road making for the nearest
getaway point, which happens to be the Mill
Leat.

Unfortunately, the two Mill Houses come
between, and one can see why they are built two
steps higher than the ground level. They get the
full flood, and have found out to their cost the
damage water can do to a garden. The water also
flowed back the road,  and when the railway
bridge was standing made a trap under it, cutting
us off from the main road.

The brook flows under another bridge here
which carries the road up to the old station
buildings and the stationmaster’s house.

A few years ago this bridge was almost
destroyed by floods, when water forced its way
up through the centre of the road. There are
some photographs of this still in the vil lage.

Then the brook flows under the railway and
station yards by means of a tunnel which is quite
long. I have never been through it but my
brothers have in their youth. We were not really
encouraged to go near water, as it tends to

destroy footwear, and money was not very
plentiful in my younger days. The water runs
through quite a deep cutting when it emerges
from the tunnel and we come to a little stone
bridge connecting two fields. I must say that
when they built these bridges, they kept with the
idea of blending with the countryside, as now
they are all weathered, and fit in nicely, looking
as though they have been there for a couple of
hundred years.

I have been told that there are traces of old
Water Mills in the brook, especially about here,
but not knowing a lot about industrial
archaeology, I have not been able to look for the
signs, which can evidently be seen. The water
winds quite a bit in these fields, and has changed
its course at least once in my lifetime. A little
“Cover” borders the water here, and as boys we
used to love to explore it. I do not know if the
wall of red sandstone still stands in the middle of
it, but we used to call this a cave and had many
games here, keeping a wily eye open for the
farmer. Now it is a lovely sight with a bank of
hazel bushes, which in the spring are covered
with catkins and look beautiful.

Then we come out into the meadows behind the
station road cottages, where we never used to
play as my Grandmother lived in one, and we
were a little scared to be seen.

Winding through the water meadows the brook
looks indeed peaceful and is a pleasant sight.
When it turns to go between the Hall and the
first cottage, we come to a sluice gate, which
diverts part of the stream down behind the
cottages under the old orchard hedge, then across
under the road at the top of station hill, and
straight down to where the old railway bridge
used to be, where it comes down a concrete
slope to drain off into the River Exe. This piece
was used for irrigation of the water meadows I
have previously mentioned.

Local Yokel
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Thorverton and District History Society

The Rise and Fall of English Clockmaking

It's surprising how many interesting things can
be said about traditional clockmaking. This was
demonstrated by Phil ip Kenning, a practising
antiquarian horologist from Westhil l, Ottery,
during his brightly illustrated talk to the Society
at the end of February .

Time had been told by water-clocks and sundials
since antiquity but the first recorded mechanical
clocks date from the last three decades of the
13th century. One of the earliest of these was one
known to have been in Exeter Cathedral in 1284.
Like others of the time, it had no hands or dial;
its function was to strike a bell as a signal for
religious devotions to take place. No fewer than
seven of these clocks were in existence in
England before the earliest references to such
clocks in France and, later, Italy and Germany,
yet, almost paradoxically, there are no known
early clockmakers with unmistakably English
rather than continental surnames.

Gradually clocks acquired more features, an
astronomical clock of St Albans in 1327, for
example, showing the movements of the sun and
the moon, including the moon's eclipses. These
were large pieces of machinery; the earliest one
that can still be seen, probably made in 1386, is
at Salisbury Cathedral, having been removed
some time ago from its original position, while
the earliest one still in situ is not far away from
us at Cotehele (noteworthy as not an
ecclesiastical building but a private house),
constructed about 1485 and striking the hours
regularly.

Abroad, there were important developments.
Brass was being used instead of iron. Springs
were used for the movements instead of weights.
Hour hands became the norm - and even seconds
hands circa 1560. More astronomical devices
were incorporated. Some of the more elaborate
items were almost as much mechanical toys as

timepieces. Noticeably, too, the size of the
components was reduced so that clocks were
portable and could be placed in parlours and
bed-chambers.

England lagged behind. Significantly, there is
said to be no trace of any springmakers in this
country in 1585. Things changed early in the 17th

century when many foreign Protestant
clockmakers fled from Catholic persecution.
King Charles I licensed the Worshipful
Company of Clockmakers in London, thus
legitimizing and protecting the trade, so to speak,
while his son, Charles II , set up the Greenwich
Royal Observatory in the interests of better
navigation. Important instruments at the
Observatory were early longcase clocks housing
the new means of increased accuracy, the
pendulum. More French refugee craftsmen came
over in the 1680s after the Revocation of the
Edict of Nantes, bringing their continental
knowhow with them. Clockmaking here
flourished while the tradition-bound guilds in
Catholic-dominated countries caused their
business to wither away.

Over some two hundred years, well over half the
clocks in the world were made in England, while
here their ownership gradually spread down
through society from the aristocracy to the
wealthy and to the middling classes, until an ill-
judged tax on this by Prime Minister Pitt dealt
clockmakers a bad blow. But the actual death
knell to English dominance was the importation
from about 1850 of clocks mass-produced in
America - long before the mass-production of
automobiles, Phil ip Kenning pointed out - and
sold for about a tenth of the previous going
price.

Ian Stoyle

The Thorverton and District History Society
website address has changed to www.thorhistsoc.org
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Glimpses Of The Past: 1851 & 1852

In May 1851 a 17-year-old Thorverton woman,
was sentenced to six weeks’ imprisonment and
two weeks’ solitary confinement for having
stolen a faggot of wood from Thomas Kingdon.
In January of the following year another
Thorverton woman, a farmer’ s daughter, was
charged with the theft of goods from two
draper’s shops in which she had worked, one in
Exeter and one in Tiverton. As it happened, a
second farmer’ s daughter, this one from
Landkey, was charged on the same occasion
with a similar crime elsewhere. The learned
Recorder ...  said he had seldom been placed in
more distressing circumstances than now, in
being called upon to pass sentence upon two
young women, who held responsible situations in
society.  Placed above want and temptation, they
had, notwithstanding, brought themselves, by
their own misconduct, to this present disgraceful
state.     He had almost deemed it his duty to
send them beyond the seas. In the event they
both escaped transportation. The accused from
Landkey was sentenced to only nine months’
imprisonment, the Recorder considering that she
had perhaps been encouraged by her father. The
accused from Thorverton was sentenced to a
week’s imprisonment for taking four yards of
ribbon from the Tiverton shop, and for taking six
silk handkerchiefs, two yards of linen cloth, two
baby’s caps and a variety of other articles from
the Exeter shop, to twelve months’
imprisonment, with hard labour.

There was a stark contrast between the
subsequent histories of the two Thorverton
women. Soon after her release, the 17-year-old,
entered in the Exeter City Police Book as a
prostitute, was back in court twice and found
guilty, with a choice each time between fines and
imprisonment, of using obscene language in Fore
Street and then of creating a disturbance as well
as using obscene language in King Street. No
trace has been found of her later. The farmer’ s
daughter, on the other hand, far from slipping
further downwards from respectabil ity, married a
successful local tradesman and has a plaque to
commemorate her permanently in our church.

The principal Thorverton story of the time
featured in the Western Times for several weeks

in 1851 and 1852, which is why the two years
have been Glimpsed together this month.
Hundreds, indeed thousands, of words were
written about the matter, and much will have to
be lost in what follows.

Since the Western Times was the vehicle, our
regular readers may instantly have guessed that
the subject was somehow connected with that
editor’s regular target, Vicar Coleridge. It all
began on November 5th, which is celebrated, as
in most places, by a bonfire and display of
fireworks. According to Constable Henry
Perriam, the new-fangled “rural policeman”
appointed by “the Inspectors” , a parish
committee established under the recent Lighting
and Watching Act,  a girl, named Mears, was
very severely burnt with a rocket by George
Milford, and a child, named Beer, was also burnt
by a relative of Milford’s. The policeman further
stated that about a quarter after eleven at night .
he was assaulted by a mob - that several rockets
were set off in his face - that Milford, Babbage
and Staddon were the ringleaders - that he
begged them to go home, instead of which they
used several disgusting epithets - and that his
li fe would have been endangered had he not
vigorously defended himself with his staff, and
being aided by his trusty and faithful dog!!

In consequence of this, Perriam had gone to the
magistrates at Tiverton to apply for a summons
against Milford, Babbage and Staddon, and the
magistrate had considered the case so serious
against Milford and Babbage that he ordered
warrants to be issued for their apprehension. A
couple of days later the defendants were taken
before the magistrates. Witnesses on their behalf
accompanied them but were not examined, since
all three admitted they had assaulted the
policeman and that he had not interfered with
them previously, and they expressed their
sorrow. Thereupon the Bench simply bound
them over to keep the peace for twelve months,
and George Mil ford was also fined £5 for
assaulting the girl, Mears.

That might have been the end of it, but Dr
Coleridge, supported by two other influential
parishioners, solicitor Henry Gervis and medical
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doctor Thomas Cross, almost immediately
brought a charge against Perriam: For having ..
without just grounds, or the direction or
knowledge of your inspectors ... obtained
warrants against George Mil ford, the younger,
and John Aplin Babbage, for an assault on you,
and ... taking them before the magistrates and
obtaining a private hearing, for the purpose of
shutting out all assistance of witnesses or
otherwise on their behalf.  And also for having ...
detained the said George Milford in custody,
well knowing at the time that you had no warrant
for so doing, and aiding certain persons in
getting him convicted in a penalty of five
pounds;  and also for having at the same time
and place caused the said George Milford, John
Aplin Babbage and one Thomas Staddon, to be
bound over to keep the peace, without having the
least grounds for so doing;  and lastly, for
combining and confederating with certain other
persons, for the sake of gain or other ill egal
purposes, and obtaining summonses against
other parties.   Having now set in motion a trial,
so to speak, of Perriam by the twelve elected
Inspectors, Coleridge then sent them individual
letters about the forthcoming meeting at which,
as he stressed, they would have to decide
whether to respect the wish of many parishioners
that the constable should be dismissed. In as
loaded a paragraph as one could imagine, he
continued: Now, although I am forced by the
weight of evidence adduced to believe these
charges myself, yet I am not going to anticipate
what your judgment may be - my object being
only this - if you really believe that the policemn
is not the respectable man you took him to be
when you elected him, and, therefore, that he is
not fitted for his office in this parish, to entreat
you to dismiss him at once; and thus show that
you have some regard to the feelings of your
neighbours. He finished with a threat, obscure to
us now at first sight, but only thinly veiled to the
Inspectors, asking whether it would be worth
allowing Perriam to remain in off ice in
opposition to the feelings of an overwhelming
majority of the inhabitants of all classes and
calli ngs .. who will have it in their power to right
themselves, by refusing to have any policeman at
all .

This was when the Western Times first became
aware of the story, in December, one of the
Inspectors presumably having forwarded a copy
of the letter, which was published in full, without
comment other than a hint of raised eyebrows..
A week later came an account of the meeting,
according to which Dr  Coleridge announced that
he had a petition signed by over a hundred
inhabitants calling for Perriam’s instant
dismissal. But he refused to let the Inspectors see
the petition, at which some of them reported
accusations that several individuals had heard
their names were on the list when they had not in
fact signed it and that others had said that the
petition was carried about the town, and people
had been tempted with brandy and water to sign
it. The committee came quickly to their decision,
which was that there was no case to answer and
no action to be taken against the policeman.
Further episodes followed at weekly intervals in
the newspaper. The village schoolmaster,
Richard Mickelburgh - who was both
Coleridge’s appointee and Perriam’s next-door
neighbour - wrote a lengthy letter complaining
about the account of the meeting and defending
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the validity of the unseen petition. Doubts were
expressed about the authenticity of signatures on
statements both for and against the policeman.
Then came a meeting to set the police rate. The
Inspectors asked for a rate of twopence ha’penny
in the pound to pay the constable’s wages. This
was proposed and seconded, when Coleridge
moved an amendment that a rate of half a
farthing only should be granted, which was
promptly carried by those present. The Vicar’s
threat had been carried out. With insufficient
money to pay the policeman, the Inspectors
would have to dismiss him.

And why were so many against him? Those he
had punished, and their relatives, had no cause to
support him; some disliked any presence of the
law in the parish on principle; and some simply

begrudged contributing towards his salary. But
what Dr Coleridge in particular could not abide,
so the Western Times kept hinting, was that on
Sundays, when not on duty, Constable Perriam
attended the Baptist chapel! THE PARSON AND
THE DISSENTING POLICEMAN was the
snappy headline that best typified the reporting
of this long-running tale.

Ian Stoyle

Last month Ian Stoyle wrote of a fire at the
Castle Inn, Cadbury, in 1850 and asked whether
anyone knew its site. I am grateful to Joan
Harling who emailed to tell us that the Castle
Inn was converted into houses around the
beginning of the 20th century.  They are now
numbers 1-4 Castle Cottages.  Ed

Poetry
Martin Summers recently sent me the following
poem.  Martin is now 94 years old and tells me that
he has been writing poetry for more than 80 years.
He is now living at Summerhayes Rest House in
Sandford:

A Street in a Village

Thatch on cob and slate on stone
Bordering the climbing street,
village houses that have known
over centuries of time.
Summer's blue and golden treat,
driving rain and stinging sleet
snow's mute presnece, hoar-frost rime
and the lost, wandering wind's low, lonely moan.

Brick's red regiment makes clear
(vivid against older white).
Time brings changes even here
(former cottage razed by fire?
Villa buil t upon its site?)
Details change as well they might
But the sum of things entire
is constant and in constancy is dear.

Thus the vil lage street survives
having through unnumbered years
sheltered unremembered li ves
as it houses friend today.
Sparkling streamlet still appears
cobble-cradled it careers
singing simply on its way
'til joyful, into mother-stream it dives.

 Martin Summers

When Wild Cherr ies Blossom

O to be in Devon
As April comes along,
Whoever walks in Devon,
Will sing a heartfelt song,
For the beauty of the springtime,
Across the greening land
And a stardust of small daisies
Strewn by April's hand.

O to be in Devon
When April here arrives,
Whoever dwells in Devon
Adds a richness to their li ves;
When the wild cherries blossom
And pollened alders swing
A stroll beside the River Exe,
Will inspiration bring.

O to be in Devon
When April wields her brush
And paints anew the patterns
On chaff inch, lark and thrush;
And raises high her baton
To conduct their sweet spring song,
To be at home in Devon -
Then, all wanderers must long.

Doreen Beer
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Focus On … Kate West
A slight departure from the usual this month - an
interview with someone living on the other side
of the Exe! Kate quali fies for inclusion as she is
of course the current Thorverton parish clerk.
Moreover, although she was neither born nor
bred in the parish she does have another
intriguing and unexpected Thorverton
connection (more of this later)!

Kate West

Kate grew up in Wiltshire, in a small vil lage not
far from Salisbury where she attended secondary
school. During her gap year, she worked at an
outdoor centre near Towyn where would-be
managers were put through their paces in various
fiendish team and leadership strengthening
events. Kate then gained a place at the Crewe
and Alsager Teacher Training College but
concluded after two years that she would be too
young and inexperienced to commence teaching
at secondary level straight away and decided to
pursue a geography degree instead. After
successfully graduating, she attended Bangor
University and obtained a Masters degree in
Rural Resource Management.  This led to a nine-

month temporary job as an education ranger with
the Forestry Commission at Afan Argoed, near
Neath in South Wales.

Kate then progressed to a permanent post as an
area ranger for the Exmoor National Park,
having responsibil ity for the Brendon Hills area.
The work was varied and interesting, involving a
wide range of responsibil ities, for example,
arranging guided walks for the public, giving
talks and slide shows to various local groups
such as the W.I., dealing with emergencies such
as moor land fires or assisting if anyone became
lost on the moor. Kate was also involved in the
clarification and opening up of public rights of
way over the moor and thus had much contact
with farmers and land-owners.

After two years as a ranger, Kate became a farm
liaison officer, and was responsible for working
out conservation plans with those farmers who
had joined the National Park Farm Conservation
Scheme, a pilot for the Environmentally
Sensitive Areas (ESA) scheme later introduced
by MAFF. Dr Graham Wills (of Thorverton) was
Kate’s boss and it was through this connection
that she first became aware of the Thorverton
area.

While living in Rackenford and working on
Exmoor, Kate met her future husband Kimble, a
civil engineer, whom she married in 1999. One
day they happened to be in Cullompton and
noticed that an old stable in Silverton was being
advertised for sale. They bought it and, the stable
being uninhabitable, moved into a caravan on the
site. Kate cheerfully told me that she and her
husband have been converting this stable into a
home for the past eight years, during which time
she has also had two children! Her son Joseph,
who is five, is at Silverton Primary School and
her daughter Elizabeth is not quite three years
old and attends Thorverton playgroup.

Kate took up the position of Thorverton parish
clerk in May 2005.

And now for the amazing coincidence! Kate
began delving into her family history some years
ago. Those of us who have been doing the same
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thing know only too well that such research can
sometimes throw up some unexpected twists and
turns!  Kate was aware that the great majori ty of
her ancestors hailed from East Anglia and this
was borne out by her researches. Imagine her
surprise therefore, when looking into her father’s
side of the family she unearthed a great-great-
great grandmother who was landlady of a public
house in London in 1801. Careful perusal of this
census revealed the quite unexpected
information that the woman’s 75 year old father
who was living with her, had been born in
Thorverton! Kate is therefore a direct descendant
of the Niner family who ran the Exeter Inn in the
eighteenth century. She has since discovered the
gravestone of Will iam Niner and his family in
Thorverton churchyard. (This surely surpasses
my husband’s quite unexpected discovery that
his Lane ancestors came not from London but
from Devon originally and that in the mid-
nineteenth century they lived in the same street
in Totnes as Ian Stoyle’s predecessors!)

Thank you, Kate

Jane Lane
Kimble, Joseph, Elizabeth and Kate

Godoku

Instead of the digits 1 to 9, the GODOKU uses 9
different letters of the alphabet - in this case
SOAPREIGN - each of which must appear in
every row, column and 3x3 block.

Somewhere in the solution a word, a name or a
phrase wil l be revealed. If you can guess this in
advance and spot its location it speeds up the
solution. Good luck.

The solution is on page 28.

Quiz
1. In which film does the character Charlie Allnut appear?
2. Who wrote the music for Wil liam Blake's Jerusalem?
3. Alive with technology is the slogan used by which car
manufacturer?
4. In which year did Queen Victoria accede to the throne?
5. Classified as a plant, what does fungi not have that other
plants do?
6. Where might you find Erse spoken?
7. How much was a florin worth?
8. What is an oligarchy?

9. Who was the first national chairman of the Women's
Institute?
10. Usque ad mortem bibebdum is the motto of which
brewery?
11. The film Bladerunner is based on a book by which
writer?
12. Who created Inspector Morse?
13. Where does Jessica Fletcher reside?
14. Which sleuth resides in St Mary Mead?
15. Which fictional detective is the nephew of Sherlock
Holmes?
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Nature Notes
February fill dyke
Be it black or be it white
February certainly li ved up to this saying. March
came in li ke a lamb!

The total eclipse of the moon was a lovely sight on 3
March. While Nick Endicott was watching the
eclipse he was lucky to also see a shooting star.
Venus is still very bright in the evening in the west
and stands out more or less alone as there are few
stars in that area of the sky. Named after the Roman
goddess of beauty it is the brightest object in the sky
besides the sun and moon.

During March I’ ve been sowing seeds and pricking
out the seedlings in the greenhouse. I keep some of
my cymbidium orchids on the greenhouse staging
and had to move some plants because I was running
out of room for the seedlings. I picked up one plant
and to my horror a mouse shot out from the pot. I
shrieked and dropped the pot whilst the mouse
whizzed past my ear to disappear over my left

shoulder. I discovered the mouse had nibbled away
some of the orchid roots and made a nest.

Various species of bird has been spotted carrying nest
material and woodpeckers are drumming. At
Silverton on 11 March a robin’s nest is discovered
with four chicks. The robins are very busy flying to
and fro with food.

I’m a bit disappointed because since I wrote last
month the only butterfly I’ ve seen is the peacock
despite several sunny days. How have you faired?

A year has passed since I started writing in Focus and
I welcome any information you have on what you
have seen to include in Nature Notes. Keep a look
out for the first swallows, always a talking point.

Jenny Garne

2 Lower Poole, Raddon, tel 860875

News Quiz From The Post Office
The first answer is Apr il 12th. What was the
question?

Well, up until now you’ve had to come in and ask for
Euros, which we then ordered for the next day. As
from April 12th we’ ll have a supply in the safe, and
you’ ll be able to come in and get them immediately.
We’re very pleased about this, because it’s obviously
better for you, and also better for us because they pay
us more per transaction. We’ve achieved this because
of your support, so big thanks all round.

So the first question was: What is the first date that
you wil l have Euros on demand in Thorverton Post
Off ice?

The second answer is April 6th and Apr il 9th.  What
was the question?

This one is probably easier to guess. April 6th is Good
Friday and April 9th is Easter Monday.
So the second question was: When are you closed
for Post Off ice business over Easter?

The third answer is Apr il 2nd . What was the
question?

Postage prices change: for a letter up to 100g, to 34p
(1st class) and 24p (2nd class); for a large letter up to
100g, to 48p (1st class) and 44p (2nd class).

So the third question was: When do stamp prices
change?

The fourth answer is June. What was the question?

The special promotion for April concerns premium
bonds. In June there wil l be extra chances to win.

So the fourth question was: During which month
wil l my premium bonds be entered into 5 £1m
draws?

The final answer is a £10 voucher. What was the
question?

Did you know that you can use your debit card (of
whatever kind) to make most payments in the Post
Off ice, e.g. for bills, postage, mobile phone top-ups.

So the final question was: What was the most anyone
won from the scratch cards awarded during March
(up to the 20th) for any chip and pin payment or chip
and pin cash withdrawal?

Alli son Toogood, Subpostmistress
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The Garden in April
Well, the weather is living up to its current
unpredictable nature, and having had a few
weeks of spring or even early summer
temperatures, it looks as though we may be in
for a cold spell . With all the very early growth
that has taken place lately, there may well be
some frost damage to plants that are further
forward than they should be in late March.

Snowdrops are over now, so if you want to move
any, do it now, while they are still 'in the green' -
they move a lot better at this time of year than as
dry bulbs. If you want to increase your stock of
snowdrops or winter aconites, dig up a clump,
divide it up into single bulbs, and replant them
about 3in apart. They wil l soon develop into
clumps again.

Daffodils also, will probably be nearly over by
the time this gets into print, so go round and snap
off any dead flowers, as it a waste of the plants'
energy to produce seeds. Give the clumps a feed
of a general fertili ser to ensure good bulbs for
next year, and don't  cut off any leaves until they
have turned yellow, and never tie the leaves up
in knots. It is a good idea when planting daffs, to
put them behind a perennial plant that will grow
in front in the spring and hide the dying foliage.
When daffs have grown into large clumps, they
tend to produce fewer flowers, so it is a good
idea to dig up some of the large clumps once the
leaves have yellowed, split them up and replant
them whilst they are still visible. Once they are
out of sight, they will probably be forgotten, or,
if you are not absolutely sure where they were,
the fork will go right through the best bulbs.

Early spring flowering shrubs will have finished
around now, so to keep them within bounds,
prune out about one third of the oldest wood
altogether, and then take out whatever is needed
to keep the bush in a good shape. This will
encourage the production of new young growth
from the bottom, and if you do this each year,
you will always have a manageable plant, full of
strong young flowering stems. Don't forget that
early flowerers do so on wood made the previous
year, so if you just clip the bush all over, it will

look unsightly, and you are probably taking off
most of next year's flowers.

It is time for the yearly round of lawn cutting to
get under way. For the first few cuts, set the
mower fairly high, then gradually lower it over
the next few cuts. However, if we are likely to
have a very dry summer, keep the machine set a
little bit higher than usual, as this will help the
grass to keep its colour and look a lot better. Do
keep the edges neatly trimmed - even if the grass
is left uncut for a bit, if the edges are tidy, it
makes the whole lot look tidier.

This is the month to start sowing half-hardy
annuals under cover, providing you can keep
them out of the cold. Runner and French beans
can also be sown inside - I usually do this, to
keep slug damage away until the plants are
strong enough to be planted outside. I seldom get
good germination outside in my cold and heavy
clay. Do not plant any of the half-hardy things
outside until all danger of frost is past, probably
mid to late May l.

Recycling hint! We must cut down on the
amount of rubbish going into landfil l sites, so if
you have any cardboard that can't go for
recycling, boxes, egg boxes, cartons, etc, put it
into your compost heap. I usually leave mine out
in the open until it has gone soggy, then tear it
up and incorporate it into the heap with softer
green waste, and it will soon rot down. Shredded
paper can also go into the compost heap, well
mixed with other materials.

PLANT OF THE MONTH.
Erysimum. Perennial wallflowers.
I have mentioned these in the past, but they are
such good value for money, and flower for so
many months, that I must do it again.

'Bowles' mauve' is the original one, but do try
'Jenny Brook' (copper-orange turning to purple)
and 'Stars and Stripes' with variegated foliage
and bronze to purple flowers.

P.B.
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Crossword
Focus Christic April 2007

The solution is on the next page.

ACROSS

4 A duck starts to fly around for a little
adventure. (8)

8 A case for Poirot or Maigret. (6)
9 Poor pies served up in the Dolphin. (8)
10 Dispose of or abandon round Bath, perhaps.

(8)
11 Dole out in very large heaps. (6)
12 Can be played at home in dark red

surroundings. (8)
13 Hint at one who is privy to secrets. (8)
16 Look after vehicle in front, in the forefront.

(8)
19 Clearly way out - contains dodgy piece of

film. (8)
21 A journalists' union branch in colourless area

of London's East End. (6)
23 An example is in posture. (8)
24 Uses two eyes and waters climbing plant. (8)
25 Team is level after the Spanish open. (6)
26 Manages to get me back and does reli ef

work. (8)

DOWN

1 All Ivan fancied - an ordinary ice-cream. (7)
2 This curing process involves sleeping over

on back. (9)
3 This appearing before the board is senior

manager's dream in Devon town. (6)
4 Definitely not. Absolutely untrue. I did NOT

have...(8,7)
5 Parking places left in vehicles? (8)
6 Sticking out and standing aloof. (5)
7 Had hair drawn back for the final course. (8)
14 It moves about at random and provides

incentive. (9)
15 Ducks show a way through shopping

precincts. (8)
17 Distinctive doctrine follows two articles on

godlessness. (7)
18 Complains about dogs. (7)
20 Slam in spades - made it! (6)
22 Short path leads to irises and orchids in

garden area. (5)
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Godoku and Crossword solutions

Answers to the Quiz on page 24

1. The African Queen
2. Charles Hubert Parry
3. Citroën
4. 1837
5. Chlorophyll
6. West Highlands, Scotland
7. Two shill ings
8. Government by the few

9. Lady Denman
10. Firkin Brewery
11. Phili p K Dick
12. Colin Dexter
13. Cabot Cove
14. Miss Jane Marple
15. Nayland Smith
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Thorverton Parish Information 
(Please notify any changes to the Editor.)

AIR AMBULANCE EMERGENCY - QUOTE NATIONAL GRID REFERENCE
RECREATION GROUND - SS 923019   MEMORIAL HALL FIELD - SS 926020

Bott le Bank Situated in Bullen Street Car Park.
Bus services             See inside back cover
Carers' Suppo rt Group Anne Higman, Wyndham House Surgery, Silverton.   860034.

Meetings - 3rd Wednesday of month, Wyndham House, 2.30-4.30 p.m.
Church (C of E) The Revd. Douglas Dettmer, The Rectory, Thorverton.  860332

Readers Nicholas Orme, Mrs.Rona Orme, Cob Corner, Brampford Speke.  841521
Church Wardens Peter Colebrook, Ockero, Thorverton.  861019.

Edwin Greed, Fortescue, Netherexe.  841231.
Consort Mary Thomas, 1 The Glebe, Thorverton.  860730.
P.C.C. Treasurer Royston Kershaw, 25 The Glebe, Thorverton.  860419.
Friends of Thorverton Parish Church Trust   Emmie Aird, Kirkfoard, The Berry, Thorverton.

Church (Baptist) The Revd. Maurice Harrison, 01884 258599.
Secretary Phyllis Langdon,  860932. Services, notice board or Focus.

Coun ty Coun cillor Cllr. Mr. M. Lee.  01363 772671.
District Coun cillor Cllr. Mr. T. H. C. Noon.  01884 855352.
Doctors Amanda Woods & Jon Wride / R. Leete, A. O’Brien, J. Stead & B. Stanley.

Surgery times: see below.
Electricity (Western Power) Report a loss of power: 0800 365 900   Bill Enquiries: 0800 365 000

Street lights 0870 556 1851
Friends of Thorverton & Silverton Surgeries    Christine Walker,  881501
Gas Emergency 0800 111999
Leonard Trust    Chairman: R. Hughes. Secretary: Mrs. E. Hughes, 3 Dinham Mews, Exeter   EX4 4EF
Library (Exeter Mobile)      EVERY WEDNESDAY, 2.55pm to 3.15pm  in the Quarry Car Park
Newspaper Reporter (Express & Echo)   Jane Ristic, 53 Silver Street, Thorverton.  860054
Parish Coun cil Chairman Cllr. Mike Shelton,
Parish Clerk Mrs Kate West, Great Pit Stables, Silverton.  861560.
Parish Coun cil Meetings 2nd Tuesday of month, at Baptist Church Schoolroom, 7.30 pm.
Parish Allotments Contact the Parish Clerk - 861560
Parish Coun cil Notice Board  Situated in School Lane, opposite the Thorverton Arms.
     IMPORTANT!- PLANNING APPLICATION NOTICES ARE DISPLAYED HERE.
Pension Service PO Box 93,  Plymouth  PL6 5WJ.      0845 60 60 265
Police Central Switchboard 24 Hours:  0845 2777444.
Post Off ice Portacabin (TCT Ltd )  Quarry Car Park, Thorverton  EX5 5NG.   860455

Mon. Tue. Thurs. Fri :  9 am.-1.00 pm.,    2 pm.– 5.30 pm.
Wed. :         9 am.-1.00 pm.
Sat. :                           9 am.-12 noon      Sun.  closed
Chair:               John Whiteside, Raddon Barton, 861133
Business Manager:     Jill Blewett, Faircop, Jericho St, Thorverton
Company Secretary:   Heather Kershaw, 25 The Glebe, 860419

Public Telepho ne Kiosk Opposite the Church, outside the Bell Inn, Dinneford  St.
Schoo l (C of E Primary) Head Teacher: Angela Thavarajah   860374.
Schoo l Governors Chair: John Iffla  01392 851943

Clerk: Jane Ristic, 53 Silver St.  860054
Schoo l P.T.F.A. Chair: Carolyn Johnson, Hillside, Bullen Street, Thorverton. 860584

Secretary: Marie Thomas, 01884 855275
Treasurer: Di Baker, 860426

South West Water 24 Hour Emergency: 0800 169 1144. 
         Helpline: 0800 169 1133.

Thorverton Millennium Chair: Dame Margaret Turner-Warwick, Pynes House,
Green Trust Silver Street  861173     Hon. secretary: Shirley Hoole.

Tiverton Volunteer Centre 28, Gold Street, Tiverton  EX16 6PY.  Judy Seymour, 01884 255734.
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Thorverton Organisations

Amateur Dramatic Society     Chair: Colin Marshall, 861228
Secretary: Sally Salter, 841740
Meetings - Last Wednesday of each month at the W.I. Hut.

Art Group Barrie Phillips, Crossmead, School Lane, Thorverton. 860529
Meet Fridays during term-time at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 am-12.00.

Arts Exchange Claire Cousins, Cubberley House, The Berry. 860438.
Monthly meetings in members’ homes at 8.0 pm. (see Diary)

Association Foot ball Club   Chairman: Lewis Jones, Ivy Cottage, Thorverton. 861064.
Secretary: David Gregory, 2 The Orchard, Brampford Speke, 841803.

Bowls Group Chair: Roy Clark, 860927.
Secretary: Ken Maynard, 3 Bullen Street, Thorverton.  860661

Bridge Circle Graeme Culshaw, 3 The Glebe, Thorverton 860203.
Meets 1st/3rd/5th Fridays at the W.I. Hut from 7.00 p.m..

Brownies’ Leader Marjorie Maynard, Bullen St. Thorverton.  860661.
Meet Fridays during term-time at the W.I. Hut, 5.30-7.00 pm.

Church Flower Club Meetings as advertised.
Cricke t Club Chair: Charles Kislingbury, Arley House, 19 Church St, Silverton.  860270

  Secretary: M C Denford, 14 Moorlands, Tiverton EX16 6UF 01884 255076
Fixture Sec: J Meredith, 190 Mincinglake Rd, Exeter EX4 7DS 01392 272504

Focus Magazine Chair: John Carter, Rewe.  841237
Editor: Neville Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062.
Secretary: Jane Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062.
Treasurer:  Barbara Uglow, 14 Cleaves Close, Thorverton. 860614.
 Focus deliveries – John Carter, Rewe.  841237

Friends of Silverton & Thorverton Surgeries
Coffee Mornings in The Royal British Legion Club , Silverton
held on the LAST THURSDAY of every month except December.

Golf Society Players of Thorverton Contact David Harlow. 860724
History Society Chair: Bill Stamper, Dunelm, Raddon, Thorverton. 860214

Secretary: Phyllis Langdon, Ferndale, Bullen Street, Thorverton. 860932.
   Website  <http://www.thorhistsoc.org/>

Ladies Group Meet 2nd Thursday of month,  (Venue and time - see Focus Notices).
Memorial Hall Committee  Chair: Mrs S Stephanie Shelton. Fir Tree House, Bullen Street. 861027.

Treasurer: John White, Waters Ford, Milford Lane. 860827.
Secretary & Bookings:  Jean White, Waters Ford, Milford Lane. 860827.

Memorial Hall Market 2nd Saturday of the month, at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 - 11.00 am.
Play Group Contact: Sara Burnard (Chair) 01884 855216.

Mon/Tues/Wed/Thurs during term-time, at Memorial Hall, 9.30 am-12.00.
Thorverton Ambling, Rambling and Tramping Society (TARTS)

Contacts : Caroline Prince 07749 775304 or Shirley Hoole 860018
See notices of walks in Old Post Office Window Bullen Street.

Todd ler Group Contact : Fiona Kugele, 861448.
Wednesdays, during term-time, at the Memorial Hall, 9.45 a.m.-11.45.

Rainbo ws Contact Jean Pearn  860105, Penny Fice  861136,
Term-time, Tuesdays  4-5 pm at the W.I. Hut.

Royal British Legion Chairman / Hon. sec:  Bill Stamper,  Dunelm,  Raddon, Thorverton. 860214
Hon. Treasurer: Emmie Aird.

Women’s Institute Secretary: Susan  Maguire. 01363 775624
Bookings: Nancy Maguire,  3 Cleaves Close, Thorverton. 860631.
W.I. Meeting. 1st Tuesday of the month at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm.
Whist, 3rd Tuesday of the month, at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm.

W.I. Market & Coffee 4th Saturday of the month at the W.I. Hut. 10.00 am. to 11.00 am.
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Doctors’ Surgeries

THE EXE VALLEY PRACTICE

Dr AMANDA WOODS and Dr JON WRIDE

The Surgery, The Berry, The Surgery, 3 Coach Road,
THORVERTON EX5 5NT SILVERTON EX5 4JL
Tel: 01392 860273 (24 hours) Tel: 01392 860176 (in surgery hours)
Fax: 01392 860654 Fax: 01392 861598

Surgery Hours

Mon. 2.30  -   4.30   Mon.     9.00  - 11.00
Tue. 3.30  -   5.30           Tue.      9.00  - 12.00
Wed. 10.30  - 11.30 Wed.     3.30  -   5.30
Thu. 3.00  -   5.00              Thu.      9.00  -  11.00
Fri. 9.00  - 12.00              Fri.        3.00  -   5.00

The Surgeries are OPEN at the foll owing times

Mon.   8.30  - 12.45  &  2.00  - 6.00               M on.      8.45  - 12.30
Tue.    8.30  - 12.45  &  2.00  - 6.00               Tue.      8.45  - 12.00
Wed.   8.30  - 12.45  &  2.00  - 5.00             Wed.      3.00  -   6.00
Thu.    8.30  - 12.45  &  2.00  - 6.00         Thu.       8.45  - 12.30
Fri.      8.30  - 12.45  &  2.00  - 4.00         Fri.         2.00  -    6.00

Surgery in STOKE CANON Village Hall –   2.00pm  on last Thursday of every month.  Please let us
know in advance if you will be attending.

REPEAT PRESCRIPTIONS  (Monday – Friday)   Please note that 48 hours notice is required for ALL
repeat prescriptions.                 Repeat Prescription line:     Tel: 01392 861622

WYNDHAM HOUSE SURGERY,  Fore Street,  SILVERTON
Telephone 01392 860034                   www.wyndhamhousesurgery.co.uk

Dispensary Hours:     Monday to Thursday:     09.00 – 13.00  &  14.00 – 18.00
                                   Friday:                            09.00 – 13.00  &  14.00 – 17.00

Please note The doctors are happy to speak to you on the phone instead of an appointment. Please
request this from reception when you telephone.

Dr Jonathan STEAD Dr Anthon y O’BRIEN Dr Emma ZIEGLER

Monday 09.00 - 11.00 08.30 – 10.30 09.00  - 11.00
                            15.30 - 17.30                         15.00 -  17.30                                                                     
Tuesday 09.00 - 11.00 09.00 -  12.00
                            15.30 - 17.30                         15.00 -  17.30                                                                     
Wednesday 09.00 - 11.00 09.00 - 11.00
                            15.30 - 17.30                                                                                                                    
Thursday 09.00 - 12.00 09.00 – 11.00

15.30 – 17.30

Friday 09.00 - 11.00 09.00 - 12.00 09.00 – 11.00
Alt. weeks *15.00 – 16.00 Alt. weeks

(Urgent cases only)*
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Diary, continued from back page

NOVEMBER
Fri 23rd Thorverton & District History Society, Thorverton W. I. Hut, 7.30 p.m.

Members’ Evening

JANUARY 2008
Fri 25th Thorverton & District History Society, Thorverton W. I. Hut, 7.30 p.m.

AGM and Bil l Stamper – ‘Going to School in Thorverton’

Bus services
Turner’ s Tours (bus 678)  Mon-Fri. 10.09 from The Berry and the Baptist Chapel.
Return 13.35 from Exeter bus station, Stand 5.

Cook’s Coaches (service 355), Stagecoach (service 55B) Mon-Sat (except Bank Holidays)
To Tiverton  9.02, 11.02, 13.02, 15.02, 17.32, 18.11 (55B) from The Berry and Broadlands.
Return from Tiverton bus station. 9.40, 11.40, 13.40, 15.40, 18.05.

To Exeter 8.00, 10.05, 12.05, 14.05, 16.05, 18.30 from The Berry and Broadlands.
Return from Exeter bus station. 8.40, 10.46, 12.40, 14.40, 17.10, 17.50 (55B).

Timetables for the 355 service are available at the Post Off ice.

Stagecoach 55 service runs every half-hour in each direction along the Exeter-Tiverton road, stopping at
the Thorverton turn.  Please consult Stagecoach 55 Group timetable for details of this service.

Stagecoach free service to Somerfield’s, Broadclyst, from Broadlands on Tuesdays 14.00.

Stagecoach offers a variety of concessions for regular commuters, shoppers, children, students and
jobseekers as well as one-day unlimited-use Explorer tickets. Further details from Stagecoach: 01392
427711 or 01803 664500 or www.stagecoachbus.com or www.devon.gov.uk/devonbus.

Devonbus Timetable Information: call Traveline  0870 608 2 608  Timetables available at the Post Office
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Diary 2007
Please notify FOCUS Editor of additions or changes.

(Email: focusonthorverton@yahoo.co.uk or phone Neville Lane on 861062)

APRIL
Thu 5th Arts Exchange, Consequences, Ockero, 8 p.m.
Wed 11th TARTS short walk, 1 p.m. at the Bell Inn
Thu 12th Ladies Group at Moss Bank, School Lane
Sat 14th “Duck” Market, Memorial Hall, 9.30 – 11 a.m.

“Duck Race”  (after  the Market).
TARTS short walk, 10 a.m. at the Bell Inn

Tue 24th Tea and Chat, Baptist Church Schoolroom, 2.30 – 4.00 p.m.
Fri 27th Thorverton & District History Society, Thorverton W. I. Hut, 7.30 p.m.

Merin Waite – ‘Thai Monarchy and England’
Sat 28th Plant Sale at Rewe Youth Club, 10 a.m. – 1 p.m.
Sun 29th Poltimore House Specialist plant Sale, 11 a.m. – 4 p.m.

MAY
Tue 1st – Sat 5th    37th East Devon Arts Festival, Thorverton Parish Church, 10 a.m. - 9 p.m. (to 5 p.m. Sat)
Wed 2nd Talk and Slide show at Court Barton, '50 years of Steam' by Amyas Crump 7.30 p.m.
Thu 3rd Cream Tea at W.I. Hut, including display of crafts & WI photos of past events, 3 p.m. - 4 p.m.

Music in Church from 6.30 p.m.
Fri 4th Pledge Auction at Exeter Inn, 8 p.m. (Viewing from 7 p.m. in skittle alley.)

Pledges already include...weekend at Woolacombe, music lessons, meal for 2 cooked for you, hair cut,
dog walking, gardening, trip to Met Off ice, butcher’s voucher, bedding plants, car-wash, and many
many more.

Sat 5th Fair in The Berry, 2.30 p.m.
Draw, 4 p.m.

Thu 10th Arts Exchange, Mysteries, Pynes House, 8 p.m.
Sat 12th Saturday Market, Memorial Hall, 9.30 – 11 a.m.
Mon 21st Thorverton Church Flower Club, June Flower Festival meeting - Thorverton Church 2.30pm
Fri 25th Thorverton & District History Society, Thorverton W. I. Hut, 7.30 p.m.

David Stone – ‘A Clash of Eagles – Germany’s Historic Defeat of France 1870-71’

JUNE
Thu 7th Arts Exchange, Movement, Campion Cottage, 8 p.m.
Sat/Sun 9th/10th Country Show
Fri-Sun 15th-17th Flower Festival, Thorverton Church
Thu 21st The Organist Entertains - concert by Andrew Daldorph at Thorverton Church, 7.30 p.m.
Fri 22nd Thorverton & District History Society

Outside Visit to The Bil l Douglas Centre – Exeter University

JULY
Sat 7th Rain or Shine Theatre - Outdoor Shakespeare Twelfth Night, Thorverton Memorial Hall

 (evening performance - time TBA)

SEPTEMBER
Fri 28th Thorverton & District History Society, Thorverton W. I. Hut, 7.30 p.m.

Robin Langhorne – ‘Aspects of Crediton’s History’

OCTOBER
Fri 26th Thorverton & District History Society, Thorverton W. I. Hut, 7.30 p.m.

Sadru Bhanji – ‘Hedgeland’s Model of Georgian Exeter’

Diary continues inside back cover


