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Editorial
I am pleased to be able to present another month's
Focus reflecting a wide range of vill age activities. 
Thanks are due to so many of you who have kept us
supplied with articles on Thorverton li fe.  We have a
brief update this month on the Vill age Plan.  I read a
piece in the Community Council of Devon's quarterly
magazine which was apt.  It suggested that parish
plans should ask two questions:  What do we want to
change?  What do we want to keep and protect?  It
made the point that the second question is all about
the things that make a community unique and these,
which are too easily overlooked, should be captured
and celebrated in a vill age plan. 
 
Focus held its AGM in March.  We continue in
generally good health, with monthly print runs of over
360 copies.  Back issues of Focus are now viewable
on the Internet.  This facili ty is largely aimed at those
who might be interested in reading again an article
that they missed and also at allowing those who have
moved away from the vill age to keep in touch with
what is going on.  I am grateful to Rob Purvis for his
work in setting up a website for Focus and for placing
back copies onto this site.  The copies are in "pdf"
format which is readily downloadable on most PCs. 
Rob places a copy onto the website  at the end of the
month, so don't think that you can save 40p by
avoiding buying a copy!  The path is, perhaps, not the
most obvious:  http://www.campion.f2s.com/focus-

downloads.html, however, once you have used it once
you can retain it as a "favourite" which should allow
you to get to it quickly.  
 
I was interested to read the steps being taken in
Crediton to avoid using plastic bags.  Quite rightly,
the tide seems to be turning against the plastic bag. 
Could this be another area where progress takes us
back to where we were some years ago?  I have
memories from my youth of being given paper bags
for shopping and of carrying shopping around in
string bags.  I could hardly call them fond memories
for I recall  the string bags digging into my fingers,
particularly when it was very cold.  It is another area
where society has rushed to embrace the convenience
of advances in technology, but is now having a rethink
about the environmental consequences of that.  In a
similar vein, I recently saw an excellent play at
Crediton Arts Centre, "Breaking the Silence", about
the li fe of Rachel Carson whose book, "The Silent
Spring" (back in 1962) had warned of the dangers of
using pesticides.  Breaking the Silence is a one-person
play, written and performed by Liz Rothschild.  I can
thoroughly recommend it.
 
What a changeable month it has been weather-wise, at
times very spring-like, but at other times distinctly
wild and wintery.  Let us hope for a warmer and more
settled April .

Nevill e Lane
Editor
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Letters

From Rob & Cindy Flatt

Over the past three years some if not all of you have
been adopted to varying degrees by our cat Benjamin.
As with his owners he has slipped into vill age li fe with
very li ttle effort albeit in his case on various beds,
sofas, door steps and roads in the parish. Recently
however his nomadic li festyle has started to take its
toll . He has got into the habit of being fed elsewhere
and not having seen him for a couple of months
(which is not unusual) we recently found him in a
sorry state suffering from amongst other things
terrible gum disease, worms and fleas. He had also
lost 20% of his body weight as he was only able to
lick food due to the state of his mouth. All of this we
have been subsequently advised is as a result of a rich
diet. After oral surgery, a very hefty Vets bill , two
months house arrest and a ton of antibiotics his mouth
is better and he is now back to his fighting weight.
Whilst Cindy and I appreciate that we cannot stop him
roaming around the vill age, we would ask that he is no
longer fed or given treats - even cat food. We
appreciate he is being fed with the best intentions,
however there is and always has been plenty of food in
his bowl and he will come home if he is hungry. He is
now also on special food because of a liver problem
resulting from rapid weight loss.
Upon ‘ release’ , Cindy and I have no doubts that he
will soon be up to his old tricks.  However please
resist his attempts to be fed – he doesn’ t know what is
good for him.
We would gratefully appreciate your co-operation as
we really want to let him out and about again.
 
Many thanks in anticipation.

From Sheena Hunter Hedges

I wish to make readers aware of the recently
resubmitted planning application (14th March 2008)
for the building of 2 new houses in The Bell Inn
garden. As the Planning Notices for the original
application (withdrawn 4th February 2008) are still i n
position on the telegraph pole by the public telephone
kiosk, it may not be obvious when they are replaced
by the new notices.
The plans for both the Court Barton and Vill age Car
Park proposed developments have been made
available for general view and discussion. Our
community should be given the same opportunity to
consider this proposed significant change in the heart
of the Conservation Area.

From Sylv Gregory
I would like to thank all the people who kindly
donated money and items for  the Marie Curie
'Daffodil Day' on Sat urday March 15th, at the WI
premises. Thanks also go to all those who braved the
terrible rain to help in various ways and to all those
who supported the cause.  I am pleased to be able to
let you know that the total raised was £228.17,  which
I think is marvellous. Once again many thanks.

From Mary Smith, of Newport, Gwent, via email –
wehaveallgonemad@btinternet.com

I hope that you can help me with my research  as I am
pleased that I just found that my great great
grandmother came from your vill age of Thorverton
and that she and her family lived at 45 Silver Street.  I
am just wondering if it is possible to get information
from the parish records on my ancestors.  My great
great grandmother’s father and family are on the 1851
census they are: John Squire head (agriculture
labourer); Mary Squire wife; Sarah Squire daughter
(my great great grandmother); Susan Squire.  Most of
my family seem to have come from the Devon area of
Tiverton, Cadbury
and others areas. My grand parents came to live in my
city in Newport Gwent South Wales
that's where Iwas born and bred and still li ve.
I would be grateful for any information  concerning
my family.  Sarah married my gg grandfather George
Elsworthy who was from Cadbury.
I hope you can help!  thank you very much.   

From Lisa Browning, now of Queensland, Australia

We would like to thank everyone who came to our
farewell party for all the good wishes, and hope you
all enjoyed it as much as we did! A special thanks to
The Bell for putting on such a great do.
Thank you also to those of you who wrote such kind
words in our 'bon voyage' book, we never realised we
were so highly regarded, and it will always be a
treasured possesion.....Mum, you did a great job, I
know it must have been time consuming!
We have settled happily in Beerwah, on the sunshine
coast, everyone is very welcoming, though I have to
say the post off ice do not do such a good,
happy service as the Thorverton gang!
We will always have very fond memories of our
family li fe in Thorverton and all the characters who
live there...now we have to make do with Bindi & the
Crocmen at Australia zoo! I am sure you will be kept
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upto date on our lives via family, and if any of you
find yourselves down under....look us up for a coldie!
Lisa, Dave, Holly & Sam,Queensland, Australia

From Melissa and Grant of the Thorverton Arms

The Thorverton Arms raised £70 at their Celebrity
Chef Night when Colin Marshall and Scott Hassler

cooked in their kitchen for an evening.  The pub
matched these proceeds and donated a total of £140 to
TRSA (Thorverton Rural Services Association).  We
would like to thank Colin and Scott for their hard
work and also say a big thank to everyone who
supported the event.

From Roger Fieldhouse of Pynes House

Last month the Parish Council put the plans for the
Church Commissioners’ proposed housing
development at Court Barton on display in the
Memorial Hall . Between 40 and 50 people took the
opportunity to inspect the plans. By including seven
housing- association houses as well as seven full -cost
houses in the proposed development it is hoped that
this will go some way to meeting the demand for
lower-cost housing in Thorverton. As anyone who
reads the Parish Council report each month in ‘Focus’
or the full minutes on the parish notice board will
know, this issue has been a major concern of the
Council for a considerable time. However, contrary to
some reports, this development is not a joint Parish
Council /Church Commission proposal but a proposal
by the Church Commissioners which the Parish
Council supports ‘ in principle’ while reserving its
final judgement until the planning application is ready
for submission. There are still a number of important
matters that need to be sorted out.

One of these is whether the current modest proposal
will be regarded by the Church Commissioners and
planning authorities as justification for more extensive
development in the future. At the last Parish Council
meeting I suggested that as the Highways Department
has now insisted on a wide road with pavements
through the proposed Court Barton estate this opens
up potential vehicle access to both Church
Commission and private land in various directions
beyond the currently planned development. There is
nothing intrinsically wrong in this but it could lead to
a further phase-by-phase development so that within
ten years the hill side above Silver Street could be
covered by a Copplestone-type housing sprawl,
seriously detrimental to the appearance and character
of the vill age. I argued that the Parish Council should
seek to retain some measure of control over such
future development.

I proposed that this should be done by requesting that
the Church Commissioners either give or sell (at a
nominal price) to the Parish Council , unconditionally,
the parking spaces at the proposed two road-ends.
This would mean the Parish Council owned narrow

strips of land between the currently proposed
development and any fin-ther development, thus
giving it the same control over future development as
the Church Commissioners are retaining for
themselves through their ownership of the adjacent
land and farm track.  The other members of the Parish
Council did not feel this was necessary or appropriate
but this leaves unresolved the diff icult choice of
balancing the very real need for some affordable
housing in the vill age against the possibili ty of a much
more extensive development beyond the present
proposal in the fixture.

If you have any views about the Court Barton
proposal I am sure the Parish Council will be pleased
to hear them either through any Parish Councill or or
via the Parish Clerk whose address can be found in
the ‘Thorverton Parish Information’ at the end of
‘Focus’
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Mid Devon Planning Proposals

We have recently discovered a little-publicised
section of the mid-Devon council 's plan for
funding rural services. In order to
improve community facilities in villages,
Thorverton included, it is proposed that more
funds should be raised through innovative means
based around the natural resources and
established communities of the area.

Different parts of Devon have different natural
features that can be exploited. For example the
coastal and moors areas have
wonderful views which are much loved by
photographers, so those areas will be patrolled by
photography wardens who will approach anyone
with a camera and request they pay a small
charge for use of their camera in that area.

The Exe Valley is also to be patrolled by camera
wardens, particularly the road between
Thorverton and Bickleigh via
Bidwell. It is understood that a portion of our
council tax this year will pay for two wardens
roving offices - rather large 4x4 vehicles which
will constantly patrol between Thorverton and
Bickleigh.

Public footpaths in the most beautiful areas of the
county (the Exe Valley included) will have toll-
booths built (discreetly placed, of course) every
quarter of a mile. Anyone wishing to continue on
their walk past a toll booth will be required to
pay the toll which, it is understood, will be valid
for a whole day,
so walkers can use the route as many times as
they like in one day without having to pay again.

In vill ages there will be other schemes developed
to raise much needed funds. These funds will
initially be used to build the toll booths on
footpaths, and to purchase the photography
wardens' roving offices, but after 5 years it is
anticipated these initial costs will be paid-off and
money will start feeding development schemes in
rural communities.

One such scheme for Thorverton will be the
introduction of a pay and display parking scheme
in The Bury. Traffic and Parking Analysts have
visited Thorverton and determined that The Bury,

with its ongoing parking problems, is ideal for the
introduction of Pay and Display parking. The
proposals include plans showing that there will be
ten attactive solar powered Pay and Display
meters positioned between the end of The Bury
at the junction with Bullen Street and the Church.

It’s going to be an exciting time as we drag our
little vill age into the 21st century!

Thorverton Post Office

Have you visited Thorverton’s Post Office and
TCT Ltd’s Newsagency and Stationers recently?

Please bring all your postal, financial,
newsagency, stationery, laundry business/needs
to us if you can.

You can do more at a post office than you may
think.  Every transaction brings remuneration for
our post office.

Banking services, investments/savings, insurance,
bill paying, foreign currency, home phone,
moneygram, gift vouchers and many more
services are available.

Help us to keep the services at the heart of our
rural communities.
And remember:  becoming a member of TCT
Ltd also helps to support our post office.

Ask at the Portakabin or ring 860419
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Thorverton Parish Council
Report of the March meeting of the Parish Council

AFFORDABLE HOUSING
The Chairman reported that the Public Display of Plans on 6th March had been very well attended.  He
thanked the Councill ors who had given up their time to advise members of the public on the plans.  A good
number of names had been collected for people prepared to write letter of support. Some people viewing
the plans commented that they felt that the timber cladding of some of the buildings was not in character
for the vill age and that nor was the proposed archway.  Also, suggestions were made that street lighting
should be low level.  The draft Support Statement and draft Design and Access Statement has been
received from Cluttons and a sub-committee meeting will discuss the statements and provide feedback.

VILL AGE SHOP/POST OFFICE
Cllr Crang reported that he had attended one meeting with TRSA and that Cluttons architect had been
instructed to draw up plans for a shop/post office.  It appeared that the Church Commissioners were
willi ng to assist in the submission of the application for a shop/post office as it could benefit the Court
Barton application.

PARISH PLAN
Cllr Spivey reported that the questionnaire had been drafted and was being considered.  He invited
Councill ors to make suggestions as to questions.  Cllr Fieldhouse added that there were currently around
60 questions arising from the groups and from the Devon Blueprint.  He acknowledged that this was
already too many and that the final number would need to be fewer.  Questions would need to be
standardised and formatted to ensure the responses could be analysed.  A final draft will be put before the
steering group on 17th April for approval.

PLANNING MATTERS
No planning decisions had been received to date of meeting.
Planning Applications Considered:

i. 08/00333/FULL Erection of single storey extension, Little Dunsaller, Raddon Road,
Thorverton.
ii. 08/00396/HRN Hedgerow removal notice for 2 metres of hedge Land at NGR 291515
102330 Lynch Farm, Thorverton.

iii . 08/00342/FULL Change of Use of redundant farm buildings to live/work unit.  Crosses, Hulk Lane,
Thorverton.

OTHER PARISH BUSINESS
• A blockage was recently cleared from the stream and was found to contain a large quantity of

domestic waste.  Please ensure that your rubbish does not find its way into the stream.

The Annual Parish Meeting will be held on Tuesday 29th April at 7.30pm in the Memorial Hall .
There will be a talk on the service provided by Lay Magistrates and an update on the proposed

housing at Cour t Bar ton.

The next Parish Council Meeting will take place in the Memorial Hall on Tuesday 8th April 2008 at
7.30pm.  An Agenda is displayed on the Parish Notice Board prior to meetings.

Kate West, Parish Clerk
Telephone: 01392 861560, email: Thorvertonclerk@aol.com

www .Thorvertonp arishcoun cil.org
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Thorverton Memorial Hall News

Spring Ball

What a Night! I’m sure by now most of you will
have spoken to someone who was at the Spring
Ball on 1st March. There were between sixty and
seventy people there and, once the band started
playing at 9.30, they were practically all on the
floor until the end of the evening.

The Hall was at its best, having been tastefully
decorated with daffodils and mimosa to celebrate
St David’s Day. Our thanks go to all who helped
make this such an enjoyable evening.

From the enquiries we have received since it
seems that all who attended enjoyed themselves.
We have been asked when (not if) are we going
to repeat this event by those present & many who
missed out. Well I can tell you to put Saturday
6th December  in your diaries now as that is when
“Taylor and the Made Gentlemen” will be
returning to play at our Holly Ball. More details
will be available in the September or October
Focus.

Duck Race

After the March Market the banks of the stream
were lined with duck owners cheering on their
ducks. The race only took a few minutes but was
great fun. One or two ducks tried to escape by
hiding in the vegetation along the way but were
quickly flushed out. The last duck past the line on
the day won its owner the booby prize of a pair
of sweetheart ducks. She was delighted and said
it was the prize she had wanted anyway! The
prize winners were:

1. Duck Dinner. V. Holden
2. Mr & Mrs Duck J. Hawkins
3. Welli ngton Duck G. Robinson
4. Bottle Wine WMD
Sweetheart Ducks Megan Pearn

Saturday Market & Big Breakfast

We were sorry that our new chocolate stall was
not at the market last month but they hope to
make it in April.  The market has become so
popular with stall holders that we now have very
limited room so it is essential that all places are
booked well in advance.

WANTED
Good quality bric-a-brac is urgently wanted for
this stall. Please either bring any items you have
along to the market, or contact Peter/Eileen
Mason or any Committee member. Now is the
time of year when we start Spring Cleaning and
those items you no longer want could be just
what someone else is looking for!

100 Club Draw Winner for March
£50 – No 88 Vivienne Day

Draw Winners for December were:
Chicken Dinner Jeff Grace
Fruit Box Clive King
Easter Assortment Jenny Garne

AGM

The Hall’s AGM will be held on Thursday 8th

May at 8.00pm in the Memorial Hall. Anyone
interested helping to maintain the Hall either by
becoming a Trustee or helping with fund raisisng
events is most welcome as are any of you who
would like more information about our future
plans. There may be some interesting
developments to report so why not come along
and find out just what I’m talking about!

Reg.Charity No. 203776
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Notice Board

  THORVERTON
MEMORIAL HALL

 SATURDAY MARKET

               

Saturday 12th April

 9.30 - 11.00am

Breakfast Bar, Fruit & Veg
Books, Cards, Jewellery
Jams/preserves, Plants

Bric-a-brac, Cakes, Draw etc

 100 Club Draw

Reg. Char ity No. 203778

THORVERTON
MEMORIAL HALL

BINGO

   

Tuesday 15th April

Eyes Down 7.30pm

Lots of prizes to be won.

Reg. Char ity No. 203778

Church Week Events

Friday 9th May Ferret racing, Exeter Inn lawn,
7pm Tote in attendance, & BBQ.  If you want to
own a ferret for the evening, contact Michael
Ayre on 860434

 Tuesday 13th  Cream Teas at WI hut 3pm + WI
exhibition." 

 Wednesday 14th  Walk through Dinneford
meadows and on to Lynch

 Thursday 15th  "Music in Church, afternoon and
evening

 Friday 16th Photograph exhibition Thorverton
6pm at the School ; Christian Aid Quiz at School  

 Saturday 17th "Photograph exhibition at school
from 2pm; Fair in Bury, from 2.30 usual stalls;
Variety Show in Memorial hall  + Bar 

Sunday 18th Festival Service with Headteacher
commissioning service 10am in Church
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Thorverton Arts Exchange

At Arts Exchange meetings we share our
enthusiasms for writing, music, painting, film,
craft etc. with one another.

Usually there is a theme to our choices, but
occasionally an individual member will take
responsibili ty for a whole evening.

The meetings take place in members’ homes at
8.00 p.m. The next meetings are:

Apr 10th Conundrum, Stable House
May 8th Seaside, Cubberley House
June 26th Italy,  Newcourt Farmhouse, Silverton
July 24th Dance, Garden Cottage

New members are always welcome.
For further information contact

Claire Cousins at Cubberley House, The Berry
(860438)

Church Consort Practices

Thursdays, 7.45 p.m. in church
April 17th, 24th

May 15th and 29th

June 29th

July 3rd, party on 10th

Junior Consort Practices

Mondays 3.30 pm. in school
April 28th
May 12th, 19th
June 16th, 30th
July Party 10th

Thorverton Mill ennium Green Trust AGM
 
To coincide with the end of the financial year the
Eighth Annual General Meeting of TMGT has
been brought forward to Thursday April 10th
2008.  It will take place at the Exeter Inn at 7.30
p.m. to which all are invited.

Shirley Hoole
Hon. Secretary
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The  Crocus Walk for Breast
Cancer
15TH MARCH 2008

Saturday morning started off cloudy, but fine and
I thought “Good, at least it’s not raining” . We
met outside the surgery and it started to pour
down. About 45 intrepid souls with a dozen dogs
turned up to support the Breakthrough Breast
Cancer Crocus Walk armed in waterproofs,
welli es, umbrellas and an intrepid spirit of “We’re
walking whatever the weather” . Our ages ranged
from babies in pushchairs to a gentleman of 81
with everyone completing the six mile walk

successfully. We went to Brampford Speke.
across the river to Stoke Canon then to
Netherexe and back to Thorverton. Luckily those
with prams brought along lots of strong men to
lift the prams over the few stiles.

We haven’t a total of the amount raised yet, but
hope it will be in excess of £1,000. If each of the
group of walkers could let us know their total
sponsorship or donation at the surgery on
860273 we can publish the final amount raised
next month. Thank you to everyone who walked,
sponsored or donated to this worthy cause.

Sue Harlow



Focus on Thorverton 10 Vol. 39  No. 4 – April 2008

Parish Church Services and New

The Church of England

welcomes you!

APRIL
SERVICES & INFORMATION

The Stoke Canon Benefice
& The Raddon Team Ministry

APRIL 6       Easter 2 / Thi rd of Easter

8 am Holy Communion (BCP) at Cadbur y  RP

9 am Holy Communion (T) at Cowley  JB

10 am Holy Communion (T) at Huxham  RP

10 am Famil y Service & Holy Communion (C) at Newton St Cyres  SM

10 am Holy Communion (C) & Baptism at Thor verton  DD

10 am Service of the Word at Upton Pyne  Lay-Led

11.15 am Morning Prayer (BCP) at Rewe  VQ

5 pm ‘ Service with a Smil e’ 
�

 at Stoke Canon Jubil ee Hall  For all ages

6.30 pm Joint Evening Service at Br ampfor d Speke Parish Church  RP

6.30 pm Evening Prayer (BCP) at Pol t imore  DD

APRIL 13       Easter 3 / Fourth of Easter

8 am Holy Communion (BCP) at Thor verton  DD

9 am Holy Communion (T) at Upton Pyne  AS – Joint Service

10 am Holy Communion (C) at Newton St Cyres  RP

10 am Holy Communion (C) at Pol t imore  DD – Group Service

10 am ‘ At Your Service’ 
�

 at Thor verton  For all ages

11.15 am Holy Communion (T) at Cowley  JB

6.30 pm Evening Prayer (BCP) at Cadbur y  RP

APRIL 20       Easter 4 / Fifth of Easter

8 am Holy Communion (BCP) at Newton St Cyres  DD

9 am Holy Communion (T) at Cowley  RP

10 am ‘ Service with a Smil e’ 
�

 at Br ampfor d Speke  For all ages

10 am Holy Communion (C) at Pol t imore  AS

10 am Service of the Word at Stoke Canon  SL & GK

10 am Holy Communion (T) at Thor verton  HW – Joint Service

11.15 am Service of the Word at Rewe  AB & GS

11.15 am Holy Communion (T) at Upton Pyne  DD

6.30 pm Evening Prayer (BCP) at Huxham  RP

6.30 pm Evening Prayer (BCP) at Newton St Cyres  DD

APRIL 27       Easter 5 / Sixth of Easter

8 am Holy Communion (BCP) at Br ampfor d Speke  RP

9 am Holy Communion (T) at Upton Pyne  JB

10 am Holy Communion (T) at Cadbur y  CH

10 am Holy Communion (T) at Newton St Cyres  RP – Joint Service

10 am Service of the Word at Pol t imore  CC & JC

10 am Holy Communion (C) at Stoke Canon  SS

11 am Joint Morning Service at Thor verton Bapt ist Church
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11.15 am Holy Communion (C) at Rewe  JM

THURSDAY, MAY 1       Ascension Day

7 pm Joint M ission Communi ty Service at Newton St Cyres – Holy Communion (C)  RP

And aft erwar ds at the pub.  Foll owing the service, you are invited to the Crown & Sceptre for a meal at a
special price (£7 main course, choice of puddings £1.50 or £3).  Capacity is limited, so it i s essential to book if
you would li ke to come to the pub – please ring Charlotte Dyer on (01392) 851618 after 15th April.  Please join
us for the service even i f you aren’ t able to stay for supper.  This is a joint evening of worship and fell owship
for our eight parishes on one of the great festival days in the church’ s year.

MAY 4       Sunday after Ascension Day / Seventh of Easter

8 am Holy Communion (BCP) at Cadbur y  RP

9 am Holy Communion (T) at Cowley  JB

10 am Holy Communion (T) at Huxham  AS

10 am Famil y Service & Holy Communion (C) at Newton St Cyres  RP

10 am Holy Communion (C) & Young People’ s Group at Thor verton  SS

10 am Service of the Word at Upton Pyne  Lay-Led

11.15 am Morning Prayer (BCP) at Rewe  DB & DP

5 pm ‘ Service with a Smil e’ 
�

 at Stoke Canon Jubil ee Hall  For all ages

6.30 pm Joint Service at Br ampfor d Speke Bapt ist Chapel  RP

6.30 pm Evening Prayer (BCP) at Pol t imore  JD

Dail y Services   Usual pattern – please see the Sunday leaflet for daily services each week

Tuesday – Friday 7.30 am Morning Prayer at Tho rver ton
Tuesday 6 pm Evening Prayer at Rewe
Thursday 5 pm Evening Prayer at Newton St Cyres
Saturday 8.30 am Morning Prayer at Tho rver ton

Last Wednesday
of the month

9.30 am Holy Communion (BCP) at Tho rver ton

DD = The Rev Douglas Dettmer, Priest-in-Charge
RP = The Rev Richard Potter, Associate Minister in the Raddon Team

JB = The Rev John Benton
BB = Mrs Bridget Boxall
DB = Mr David Boxall
AB = Mrs Annabel Branney
FC = Prebendary Francis Coles
CC = Mr Chris Cook
JC = Mrs Jane Cook
JD = Mrs Julia Dallen

CH = The Rev Chris Hughes
GK = Mrs Gwynneth Keehner
SL = Mrs Sue Longridge
JM = Preb John Mapson
DP = Mr David Perrott
VQ = Mrs Valerie Quinn
SM = The Rev Sue Martin
VM = Mrs Valerie Mills

MJ = Mrs Maureen Owen-Jones
JS = Mr John Sandford
GS = Mr Guy Sheppard
SS = The Rev Sue Sheppard
AS = The Rev Alan Simmonds
KS = The Rev Ken Strachan
PW = The Rev Peter W ebb
HW = The Rev Harold W hitty

Family Services of the Word marked 
�

 are led by Lay Teams

From the Parish Registers To mid-March

Funerals      Tony Philli ps (January 30 at Exeter Crematorium)
& Bur ials     Charles Ling (February 19 at Exeter Crematorium)

John Higgins (February 21 at Newton St Cyres)
Gisele Summers (February 29 at Exeter Crematorium)
Frederick Yendell (March 10 at Stoke Canon & Huxham)
Oli ve Elston (March 13 at Exeter Crematorium)
Lill a Pimm (March 13 at Rewe)
Edward Northcote (March 15 at Upton Pyne)
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Would you li ke a li ft to chur ch?
May we offer you a lift to the parish church or to a joint service elsewhere?  For transport to Sund ay serv ices
from locations in Thorverton parish, please ring Steve Rendell on (01392) 860780.  To arrange a lift to the
weekday Holy Comm un ion  at Thorverton on the last Wednesday of the month, please ring Margaret Turner-
Warwick on (01392) 861173

Home Groups
Everyone is welcome at any of our fellowship and study groups

SUNDAY.  Study Gr oup at 9 Old Bar n Close, Stoke Canon or Berr ydene, Exeter.  7.30 pm on the thi rd Sunday of the
month.  Contact Maureen Owen-Jones (01392) 841085

WEDNESDAY.   Home Gr oup at L ow Orchar d, Ratsloe, Pol t imore.  7.45 pm on alternate Wednesdays, resuming
April 9.  Contact Jane & Chr is Cook (01392) 841484

Home Gr oup at 20 Sil ver St reet , Thor verton.  Wednesday each week at 7.45 pm during school term, resuming April
23; feel free to come weekly or fortnightly.  Liz & Steve Rendle (01392) 860780

Wednesday Gathering at The Seychell es, Upton Pyne.  7.45 pm on alternate Wednesdays, resuming April 9. Contact
Don Hanson (01392) 851295

THURSDAY.  Fell owship Group at Autum n Haze, Rewe.  7.30 pm f i rst Thursday of the month (except May 1).  Sue
& Guy Sheppard (01392) 841284

From the Revd. Douglas Detmer
Priest-in-charge

Many of you reading these words will have
participated in one of our parish Lent groups
during the past few weeks.  These groups
followed the Exeter diocesan course Listening to
God’s World, which asked us to face some
challenging questions about what it is to be the
Christian church Devon in the period of history in
which we live.  Themes over the five weeks of
the course were:

The Hunger for God.  How people still seek for
the spiritual li fe
The Caricature Christian.  Why Christians are
viewed so negatively today
The Shift in Credibili ty.  How what is
‘ reasonable’ to believe has changed
The Eclipse of the Church.  Why the church now
seems so unnecessary
Reconnecting with our Communities.  Expressing
Christian faith today

Those attending the sessions were asked to
participate in a small research exercise, asking
someone who doesn’t come regularly to church
about what he or she thought about the church as

it now is.  If you didn’ t attend one or more of the
course sessions, you may have contributed to the
process by answering some of these questions –
in which case, thank you very much for your time
and thought.

In due course, some further reflection on what
our churches locally may learn from the
experience of this course will be offered in the
magazine.

One of the points which struck me about the
replies was the extent to which they showed our
local churches to be valued, even in today’s
society which is increasingly detached from active
contact with church life.  To be sure, in response
to the question ‘What does the church have to
offer today?’, a few replied – ‘Not much!’
Certainly that answer reflects the perspective of
some, and I am grateful for the honesty of the
response.  At the same time, it’s fair to say that
replies of this type were in a very small minority.

One of the most frequently stated answers to the
question ‘What does the church have to offer
today’ was the simple word ‘comfort’ .  Now that
is very interesting.  The root meaning of the word
‘comfort’ is ‘strength’ – to comfort someone is
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to strengthen him or her, and normally we would
understand strengthening in this sense as being
specially needed in times of distress, trouble or
anxiety.  But the fact is that for any of us, if we
are in trouble, grief or anxiety, the only ‘comfort’
which really lives up to its name is that which
does us real good - empty reassurances and
gestures don’t count for much.  If this ‘comfort’
or ‘strength’ offered by the church is real and
effective, as the responses clearly indicate that it
is, what is it about local churches which seems
genuinely to help?

I think there are at least three parts to the answer,
when the church is properly fulfilli ng its task –
being what it ought to be, and doing what it
ought to do.  (The church building is a powerful
symbol of all these things; but it is the worship
and life of the church community which meets
there which gives the building its meaning.)

First, the church offers community.  In a society
where people increasingly feel isolated, church is
a place where other people offer genuine
welcome and care.  That really does help, and we
can’t underestimate the extent to which simply
being alongside someone who is going through
bad times can make a real difference.  (That’s one
reason why it can be so strengthening to know
that others are praying for you.)

Second, the church offers a structure of meaning.
The church by its worship and life points to God,
and therefore to the fact that we are created for a
purpose and have been redeemed from sin,
meaninglessness, and death, and that we have a

reason for living which is greater than ourselves.

And therefore, the church offers a sign of hope.
The absence of hope is one of the most
debili tating conditions for any individual or
society; indications are that it is an issue of vast
significance today – together with the related
cynicism and materialism so characteristic of the
Western world at this time.  True hope is –
cannot be – a cheap commodity easily obtained;
anyone who has ever felt hope return knows that
it doesn’t work like that.  True hope is grounded
in the faith that despite all the pain and evil in
ourselves and in the world around us, in the
words of Mother Julian of Norwich six centuries
ago – ‘All shall be well and all manner of thing
shall be well.’

And that is, of course, the message of Easter.
Not that sin, evil and pain are forgotten or
airbrushed out of the picture, but precisely the
opposite:  Good Friday and Easter Day belong
together.  The comfort offered by the church is
real and feels real, about as real as anything can
get – because at the heart of it is an offering of
sacrificial love, even to death on a cross.

‘Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ!  By his great mercy he has given us a new
birth into a living hope through the resurrection
of Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an
inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and
unfading, kept in heaven for you.’  1 Peter 1. 3-4

With best wishes for Easter, Douglas

Baptist Church Letter

Washing dusty feet...and muddy boots
 
 

I am writing this on Maundy Thursday.  By the
time you read it, Easter will be over but the
Easter season will still be with us given that the
actual date of Easter is so early this year.  So
perhaps it will not be too late for a meditation on
one of those fateful days.  Maundy is defined in
the Oxford English Dictionary as "the ceremony
of washing the feet of a number of poor people,
performed by royal or other eminent persons, or
by ecclesiastics, on the Thursday before Easter
and commonly followed by the distribution of
clothing, food or money."  Today the Queen is

distributing Maundy purses to elderly people in
Northen Ireland, while the Archbishop of
Canterbury will take part in a foot-washing
ceremony in his cathedral.  Other bishops will be
out in the streets cleaning the dirty shoes of
passers-by.
 

The origin of this ceremony goes back to an
account in the gospel of John.  It seems to have
occurred just after an argument breaks out
among the disciples as to which one of them is
the greatest.  "I am the greatest" was the frequent
boast of champion boxer Cassius
Clay/Muhammad Ali.  It's one thing for a prize
fighter but for a disciple very disturbing.  Jesus
take action to deal with the situation.
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All the guests are surprised when Jesus gets up. 
But when he takes off his tunic and wraps a
towel round his waist their surprise turns to
bewilderment and amazement.  What on earth
can he be doing?  He starts with Peter at the end
of the table.  Not surprisingly, Peter protests but
Jesus overcomes his protestations.  And so Jesus
goes round to each one in turn, including the
traitor.  After the visual aid comes the
explanation.  "I have set you an example, that
you should do as I have done for you."
 

What then is the significance of this symbolic act
of humility?  On Palm Sunday we saw the
meekness and majesty of Jesus ill ustrated by him
riding into the city of Jerusalem on a donkey
instead of a warhorse.  Then we saw a different
side to him, when he blazed with anger at the
way the temple had become a market place
instead of a sacred place and how he drove out
the merchants who were desecrating the spiritual
centre of the nation.  Now we see an act of
humility.  And Jesus adds "Now that I, your Lord
and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also
should wash one another's feet. "  How can we
do that?
 

Firstly, by realising how important humility is as a
Christian grace.  Humility is sometimes confused
with weakness and yet it is the opposite of
weakness.  There is on the contrary a strength in
it.  Only those with a sense of their own worth,
which comes from the assurance of what they are
in God's sight, can be humble.
 

Secondly, by looking for opportunities for
service.  Think being a servant rather than a
lord,a messenger rather than the one who sends. 
So often we look for the public role, the one that
people see and commend.  But there are many
jobs waiting to be done in the background.  Find
out something that you can do without any one
else knowing about it and go ahead and do it.
 

Thirdly, by realising that as a Christian you have
had a bath but your feet need constantly to be
washed, as Jesus explains to Peter.  As Christians
we have experienced cleansing but daily contact
with the world brings defilement, just as the
contact of the disciples' feet with dusty
Palestinian roads made those feet dirty.  How can
we wash each other's feet?  By encouraging those
who are downcast and downtrodden.  By
showing love and understanding and care for one

another.  By lending a listening ear and a helping
hand to those who are going through it.  By
putting into practice the example of the one who
came not to be served but to serve.
 

Let us then remember Maundy Thursday as a
teaching exercise, a visual aid shown in the
context of this last meal among friends.  "I have
set you an example, that you also should wash
one another's feet."

Maurice Harr ison, Minister

Baptist Church News

Look at my hands and my feet, and see that it is I
myself. Luke Ch24 V39.
On Easter Sunday, Jesus offers us the gift of
presence and the gift of peace.
We are to know Him in the breaking of bread.
Jesus does not want to be insubstantial; he does
not want to be a ghost. Instead he comes to us
and invites us to touch Him. He offers Himself to
us in ways that are intended to nourish and
nurture us.
He promises companionship.
So where are we to touch Him in today’s world?
Where are we to walk with Him?
Where are we to find His hands and feet? Or eat
and drink in His presence?
Christianity is an embodied religion. It does not
live between the pages of a book. Rather it
invites us to engage with our world.
So we are to recognise the presence of Jesus
whenever there are wounded hands and feet that
turn to us for healing and wherever there is a
road that we can walk down in His company.
We need to believe that we can touch Him in our
everyday lives, and to understand that we can
walk with Him. Our task is to seek out people
who are needy and to turn our faces towards
them rather than away from them.
There are many wounded hands and feet that
clamour for our attention, and many hungry
people who would love something to eat or
drink.
If Jesus is risen from the dead, we need proof and
evidence. How can we find this in today’s world?
The gospel seems to suggest that the way
forward is to open our hearts in love. By
believing this and putting it into practise we can
become witnesses and carry the echo of His
saving mission forwards into our world.
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Christian faith is for sharing, so everything comes
full circle. We can be His witnesses.
We can provide the evidence that He is risen.
And now in the words of the prayer written by
Teresa of Avila-
“Christ has no body now on earth but yours, no
hands but yours, no feet but yours;
Yours are the eyes through which to look at
Christ’s compassion to the world, yours are the
feet with which He is to go about doing good,
and yours are the hands with which He is to bless
us now. Amen.
Baptist Missionary News
Christian Hospital Chandraghona, in the south
east of Bangladesh, celebrated its centenary
recently. Nearly 20 current and past BMS
personnel joined other guests from the UK,
Japan, India and Bangladesh to give thanks to
God for the story of Chandraghona Hospital.
Founded by BMS in 1907, the hospital has grown
from its humble beginnings as a simple two –hut
dispensary to the modern Christian hospital it is
today: a 120-bed general hospital, 60-bed leprosy
centre, a thriving community health programme
and nurses training institute, which is the largest
church-based nurse-training institute in the
country.
Situated strategically on the River Karnaphuli,
where Bangladesh plains meet Chittagong Hill
Tracts, the location of the Hospital was chosen
so that both Bengalis and tribal groups from the
hill s could reach the Hospital. BMS currently has
two people serving at the Hospital, Les and Fiona
Allan, and regularly sends medical Teams for
periods of two to three weeks.
The Baptist Church welcomes all to our services,
11-00am on Sunday mornings.

.Womens World Day of Prayer

March 2008

Another very interesting Day of Prayer to which
we all look forward to, this year led very ably by
Mrs Gemma Hughes, thank you Gemma.
Many thanks also to all who supplied the lunch
and served it, it is good to have fellowship with
one another after the service, and to meet new
friends.
Our speaker was Mrs Gilda Wilton, from the
Ifracombe Baptist Church, who gave us a very
ill ustrated talk on the theme “God’s Wisdom
Provides New Understanding”.
Thank you to all who took part in the readings,
so well organised by Mary and helpers. Sorry you
could not be with us Mary, but trust you had a
lovely holiday.
The collection which was for the work of the
Prayer Movement, for Christian Literature
Societies and for Christian Educational projects,
amounted to £104-30, thank you to all who
contributed , this amount has been forwarded to
the Women’s World Day of Prayer  Movement.
Phylli s Langdon.

Phylli s Langdon   Church Secretary

Ladies Group

The next meeting of the Ladies Group will be on
Thursday April 10th, it is hoped this might be a
Theatre or Cinema evening, but when arranged
everyone will be contacted by Elspeth, as to
where and time etc.
Thank you to Beryl for hosting the last meeting,
when Keith Badman came to talk to us, and show
us some of his collection of early phoneagraphs.

Thorverton Village and
Community Plan Update
The latest work on the vill age plan has been for
the various working groups to summarise their
deliberations to date into a number of draft
qustions that will need to be asked of the
community as a whole, primarily through a
questionnaire.  Not surprisingly, there has been a
lot of debate concerning how these questions can
be best phrased so as to draw out the relevant

information without “ leading” the answers, how
the style and format of the questionaire can be
developed to ensure the maximum possible
number of them are completed and returned, and
also how widely the consultation needs to be.
Currently, a draft questionnaire is being
developed by a sub group involving people with
experience in this sort of research, and we are
again very grateful for the time and effort that is
being put in to this exercise by a small group of
people.  We hope that the questionnaire will be
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distributed in May, and with a following wind we
should be able to open up the findings at another
public meeting in the summer before a finished
“plan” report is published.
One particular thing that has come through
strongly is that talking about and asking
questions about all the sorts of things that people
would like to see happen in the vill age has
highlighted many unmet needs.  We are having to
remind ourselves that just because these needs
can be highlighted in a plan such as this doesn’t
mean that what is wanted or desired will actually
happen automatically:  all we can do is highlight
what is needed, describe what the priorities of the
community happen to be at this time and what we
are doing about it for ourselves. From then on,
we can use the plan to help challenge and
pursuade other bodies and organisations, but
writing the plan itself does not guarantee that
everything described in it will come to pass!

Ward Crawford

Twenty Fives Years Ago
Focus April 1983

Editorial Foreword
We are pleased to announce that a new Vill age
Directory has been produced by Mr. Walter Hill
and Mr. John Uglow, and typed by Mrs. Daphne
Furneaux. This is available from the Dairy or the
Post Office at 10p per copy. In addition to the
Street Directory, it contains useful information
regarding the various organisations and services.
Would readers please notify the ‘Focus’ Editors
of any changes, errors or omissions, in order that
this Directory may be amended periodicall y.

The Annual Meeting of the ‘Focus’ Committee
will be held in the near future, and Secretaries are
asked to inform Mrs. Landick if there has been
any change in the representatives of their
organisations on this Committee.

Maundy Thursday, 1983 will be a lifetime
memory for those who attended the Service in
our Cathedral, and we are pleased to publish the
following acknowledgements:

I wish to thank those who nominated me for the
honour of receiving the gift of Maundy Money
from her Majesty the Queen.
It was a wonderful Service which I will always
remember, and I am very grateful to have been
chosen.       E. Batten.

It was a great honour and privilege to have been
invited by Mrs. Batten to be her guest at the
Royal Maundy Service, and I am deeply grateful.
The details of the Service have been well
publicised, but only a member of the
congregation in the Cathedral could experience
the sincerity which accompanied the traditional,
glittering ceremony. So much care had been
taken in the preparation of the Service, that there
was no anxiety or tension. In fact, there was,
throughout, the atmosphere of a solemn, but
supremely happy, family occasion, even reunion,
which can never be forgotten.    S. Massey.

All those who know Mrs. Batten, were pleased
that she was chosen to be one of the recipients,
and it was an  occasion, too, which we are sure
our Parish Priest will always associate with his
Ministry here. G. Langabeer.

Legal Eagle

We are often accused of being a litigious society;
as soon as something goes wrong we look for
someone to sue. Whilst this might be true of
certain individuals it fails to recognise that for
most people recourse to law is a last resort, often
after months of unfruitful and unsuccessful
negotiation.

Take the case of Mr and Mrs M who in January
2002 made the mistake of travelli ng from Exeter
to shop in Plymouth. Whilst they were there they
purchased from Dingles a Rio 3 piece leather
suite manufactured by Ekornes at a purchase
price of £5.000+. A particularly attractive feature
of the suite was that all the elements offered a
fully reclining mechanism.

On delivery it was discovered that the stitching
on one of the chairs was loose and a cut was
found in the leather. This was reported to
Dingles; the chair was independently inspected;
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the Inspector’s recommendation was that the
chair be replaced and this Dingles agreed to.

Whilst Mr and Mrs M were waiting for the chair
to be replaced the reclining mechanism on the
chair broke; Dingles were notified.

When the replacement chair arrived it did not
match the remainder of the suite. A replacement
for the replacement was delivered in July 2002.

Mr and Mrs M continued to use the suite until
2004 when they experienced a second reclining
mechanism failure. Mr and Mrs M contacted
Dingles and explained that they had lost
confidence in the suite and requested that Dingles
take the suite back and return the purchase price.
This request was rejected out of hand by Dingles
who offered to repair the chair but nothing more.

A letter was written to Dingles on behalf of Mr
and Mrs M explaining that as the suite did not
satisfy the requirements of sections 14(2) and (3)
of the Sale of Goods Act 1979, namely not being
of a satisfactory quality and not being fit for
purpose; Mr & Mrs M were entitled to reject the
suite and recover the purchase price. Dingles
sought legal advice and wrote in reply that as Mr
and Mrs M had had the suite for over two years
they had lost the right to reject the goods and
were merely entitled, at best, to have the goods
repaired.

The argument advanced by Dingles in rejecting
Mr and Mrs M’s claim had some merit in that the
right to reject is lost if the purchaser is deemed to
‘accepted’ the goods and a circumstance in which
acceptance is deemed to have taken place is when
after the lapse of a reasonable time the purchaser
retains the goods without intimating to the seller
that he has rejected them. Unfortunately the 79
Act does not define ‘ reasonable time’ so it has
been left to the courts to determine the issue on a
case by case basis. Unfortunately, in so doing, the
courts have, subject to the odd exception, been
less than generous to purchasers.

However, it was felt that we should continue to
press our right to reject and recovery of the
purchase price; much correspondence followed
over a period of months. Dingles then suggested

that Mr and Mrs M might like to consider making
use of the furniture industries’ own adjudication
scheme operated by Qualitas Furnishing
Standards. Mr and Mrs M were therefore faced
with the choice of accepting a repair to the
broken mechanism, taking the matter to court or
accepting Dingles’ offer of adjudication. After
much discussion it was decided to go to
adjudication.

The initial adjudication went in favour of Dingles,
the Concili ation Officer recommending that Mr
and Mrs M accept Dingles’ offer of repair. The
adjudication scheme, however, allows for an
appeal from the decision/recommendation of the
Concili ation Officer and Mr & Mrs M decided to
appeal. An independent consultant was
appointed; the suite inspected, a report prepared
and sent to Qualitas. This report was very much
in favour of the stance taken by Mr and Mrs M.
In the light of the report Qualitas ordered Dingles
to take back the suite and the repay to Mr & Mrs
M just under £4,000. Dingles, having previously
agreed to abide by the decision of Qualitas were
therefore obliged to do the very thing that they
had resisted doing over a period of many months,
namely take back the suite and repay at least a
large part of the purchase price.

This matter was finally resolved early in 2006.
Would we have been equally successful had we
taken the matter to court? Impossible to say. The
matter could, however, and indeed should have
been settled much sooner; the fact that it took so
long was due entirely to the inflexibili ty of the
retailer who I feel sure had assumed that if they
stonewalled long enough the purchaser would
just give up.

The facts referred to above took place prior to
the coming into force of the Sale and Supply of
Goods to Consumers Regulations 2002 which
provide consumer with addition rights in respect
of goods which do not conform to the contract. I
shall deal with these additional rights in a future
article.

Clive Hamblin



Focus on Thorverton 18 Vol. 39  No. 4 – April 2008

Thorverton School news

Since the March half term we have been very
busy in school with lots of exciting new
opportunities. Our Learning Week focus this year
was ICT and parents and governors joined us to
find out how our pupils use ICT in the
curriculum. Thanks to the marvellous fund raising
efforts of the PTFA we have also purchased a
home/school licence for all our families. This will
allow pupils and parents to use the same
programs at home that we use in school and
really support their learning.

Continuing with the ICT theme, our pupils in
Class 3 have been working with staff f rom Queen
Elizabeth’s Community College on the start of a
new Virtual Learning Platform transition project.
Pupils from Thorverton will be able to discuss
work with other pupils in our Learning
Community and to share their learning.

Our Tag Rugby squad also had an exciting
experience when they were invited to a Tag
Rugby Festival at the Sandy Park Stadium on

Saturday March 15th. Despite the atrocious
weather conditions the children played really well
and although we did not reach the final everyone
thoroughly enjoyed themselves.  Later in the day
we cheered the Exeter Chiefs to victory in their
game against Nottingham.

Our Running Team also performed well in their
recent meet at Stockland and achieved some
impressive results in a field of over 100 runners.
Particular congratulations go to Ben Harget and
Matthew Rendell on gaining  3rd and 5th place in
their respective races.

Finally I would like to take this opportunity to
thank everyone who has supported me during my
secondment to Acting Headteacher and for
working so hard to make Thorverton Primary
School such a good school. We are now looking
forward to welcoming Mrs Tania Markham next
term as our new Headteacher.

Denise Woodgate
Acting Headteacher

I don't believe it!

Following last month’s discovery that thousands
of glass bottles collected from pubs and hotels by
the District Council are being taken to land-fill , I
have now heard of a publican being warned by
our Council not to put his bottles in a bottle
bank. I suppose the next thing is an appearance
before the reeve!

Having orchestrated the decimation of our Post
Office network by the gradual removal of large
chunks of business, the government now turn
their attention to the vill age pub. Not satisfied
with a closure rate of 4 pubs a day, the recent
untargeted increases in duty can only make the
future of this Great British institution even more
uncertain. If price determines consumption we
should already be an example of abstinence to
our European neighbours.
However, if excessive drinking of strong
beverages by some mindless and often legless
young is our main concern, why also hit the
“responsible” ones who enjoy a couple of pints

and a chat with friends in the local. It would have
made much more sense to tax the alcohol, not the
water, and introduce a duty based on the units of
alcohol in each firkin, flagon, bottle, tin, pint, gill
or whatever.

I suppose we should be grateful to the Chancellor
for deferring fuel duty increases. However, the
record price for crude means that the Minister for
Magic will have a bumper tax take from North
Sea producers, up 28% to £9.9 billi on that is
merely passed on in pump prices. So after having
our earnings taxed we are taxed on the crude oil
via the oil companies, then pay fuel duty per litre,
and finally VAT on the fuel and the duty. So we
are taxed on the tax on the tax on the tax. But it
is all in a good cause – wars and kitchens and
TV’s in MP’s London homes are expensive. With
a continuing aversion to receipts it seems
Westminster remains the hub of our black
economy.

Despite an apparent worsening in service, with
the morning mail frequently delivered post
meridian, costs are on the up again. Second-class
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letter post will i ncrease by a massive 12½%, from
24p to 27p, on 7 April. But here’s the good
news. If you fancy a short-term low risk
investment then buy your stamps for Christmas
before 7 April and pocket an equivalent annual
rate of return of 17% tax-free. (This is a personal
view and investors should always seek
professional advice).

Commentator

Michael Ayre’s Cows

Last month I asked you how many cows Michael
would have, had a cow had a she-calf at the age
of two years and then another she-calf every year,
with each of her young and their young also
having a she-calf at two years and every year
thereafter.  Not surprisingly I have not been
knocked over by the weight of answers to choose
a winner from.  I am grateful to Michael Trott of
Lodge Farm and David Moon, an ex-cowman,
who both had a shot at this.  The correct answer
can be calculated using the series brought to
people's attention by Leonardo Fibonacci (born in
Pisa in 1175).  The sequence runs 0, 1, 1, 2, 3, 5,
8, 13... with each successive number being the
sum of the two preceding numbers.  So, there
would be 0 calves in the first year, 1 in the
second year, 1 in the third year, 2 in the fourth,
and so on as in the series.  The twenty-fifth term
is 46,368 and if we add all the twenty-five terms
together we get the result 121,392 which is the
correct answer.  But we don't need to do that
addition:  when we have the twenty-fourth and
twenty-fifth terms we simply say 46,368 x 2 +

28,657 = 121,393 from which we deduct 1. 
Easy!

Politmore House Event

The Friends of Poltimore House have a full
programme for April as the Hall at Poltimore
House will be the venue for the RAMM and
Exeter City Council’s exhibition ‘Global
Gardeners’ from Monday 14th – Saturday 26th
April from 2 – 4.30 each day. Talks will be given
by Caradoc Doy on the Veitch plant hunters on
19th and 20th April and the Friends Annual Plant
Sale will take place on Sunday 27th April. There
will be a Table Top Sale in May and in June the
Budleigh Salterton Male Voice Choir will
perform in the Chapel.

Work continues restoring the chapel with new
kitchen facili ties currently being installed which
will enable the Friends to provide visitors with a
welcoming cup of tea or coffee plus cakes or
cream teas.

In addition the Friends have just launched
‘Sponsor a Tree’ in order to support the
maintenance of the arboretum. Many of the fine
specimens in the grounds are now in need of
significant work over the next few years which
only tree surgeons can provide and this will be
expensive.

For more information on these events please
contact 07528 164677 or email
events@poltimore.org.uk.

Open Street Map

I have recently come across an interesting mapping
project on the internet, which I thought may interest
the readers of Focus. It is a fine example of a global
co-operative project that could never have come into
being without the world wide web.

The Open Street Map project aims to provide free,
non-copyright maps for anywhere in the world. In the
UK, the national mapping agency, Ordnance Survey
(OS), provide map information to other companies,
and you and me, at a fee. Ordnance Survey retain the

copyright and if anyone uses their maps without
permission then the OS can sue for copyright
infringement. This is exactly what happened when the
AA copied OS maps in the 1990s. In 2001 Ordnance
Survey won a £20 milli on payout from the AA for this
unlicenced use.

Maps produced by commercial agencies often contain
deliberate mistakes to make it easier to prove copying
has occurred. If a non-existent street or other map
feature is introduced by the original map producer,
and this feature is reproduced then it can help in
proving the map has been copied. I encountered such a
feature on Multimap a few years ago. I was looking
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for cycle routes in the area in which I live, and noticed
that Will and was named Will ard. I emailed Multimap
to point out their mistake. I had no response, but not
long after this their maps were updated and the
"mistake" was corrected.

The maps on Open Street Map are produced in a
collaborative effort by individuals. All you need is a
Global Positioning System* (GPS) device - the same
technology as used by Satnav devices - and a
computer with which to transfer the GPS data onto the
central Open Street Map database. I use a hand-held
GPS device which I can attach to my bicycle or leave
lying on the dashboard of my car. It records its
position every second so the accuracy of the maps that
can be produced is increased if you are moving slowly
(walking) rather than driving because more data
points can be collected over the same distance. I make
notes of street names, place names, bus stops, post
boxes, footpaths, and other features that can add to
the detail of the area I am mapping.

There is free map editing software that can be
downloaded from the internet and used to convert your
raw GPS data into map features. This lets you merge
your map details with those that are already in the
global map. So by simply collecting GPS data as you
drive, cycle or walk, you can help build a map for
anyone to use free of charge and without the worry of
breaking copyright.

The map below is mainly the result of my efforts in
updating the Open Street Map project with data I have
collected in walking and cycling around Thorverton.
Please let me know of any mistakes and I will correct
them.

For more information see the Open Street Map
website www.openstreetmap.org and maybe get
involved in the project yourself.

Rob Purvis

* The Global Positioning System (GPS) is a satellite-based navigation system made up of a network of 24 satellit es placed
into orbit by the U.S. Department of Defense. GPS was originally intended for milit ary appli cations, but in the 1980s, the
government made the system available for civili an use. GPS works in any weather conditions, anywhere in the world, 24
hours a day. There are no subscription fees or setup charges to use GPS.   This is how it works:

GPS satellit es circle the earth twice a day in a very precise orbit and transmit signal information to earth. GPS receivers
take this information and use triangulation to calculate the user's exact location. Essentiall y, the GPS receiver compares the
time a signal was transmitted by a satellite with the time it was received. The time difference tell s the GPS receiver how far
away the satellit e is. Now, with distance measurements from a few more satellites, the receiver can determine the user's
position and display it on the unit's electronic map.  A GPS receiver must be locked on to the signal of at least three
satellit es to calculate a 2D position (latitude and longitude) and track movement. With four or more satellites in view, the
receiver can determine the user's 3D position (latitude, longitude and altitude). Once the user's position has been
determined, the GPS unit can calculate other information, such as speed, bearing, track, trip distance, distance to
destination, sunrise and sunset time and more.
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Thorverton and District History Society

Charles Noon made a welcome return with his
talk “Some aspects of Tiverton History” . He
outlined his approach to writing The Book of
Tiverton, to be published by Halsgrove in the
autumn. Quoting Chesterfield he described
history as a confused heap of facts, and
challenged the popular assumption that facts
speak for themselves, explaining that our
perspective of history changes depending on
which facts we include or discount and where
you stand when viewing those facts.
Before embarking on his task he looked at
previous books written on the subject by
Dunsford, Harding, Snell, Sampson and others.
Next he decided on the period to be covered and
the Chapter headings.
His talk frequently dipped into his research
revealing fascinating aspects of Tiverton’s
history. Until 1300 Halberton was 1½ times the
size of Tiverton. He cited the Courteney’s
patronage and the expanding woollen/cloth
industry as having a significant impact on the rise
of Tiverton, to become the 4th largest Town in
Devon by 1520. Researching his chapter on the
Reformation he discovered a large measure of
support for the old religion, suspecting a degree
of brain washing in some previous chroniclers
pro-protestant stance. In the century from 1530,
local entrepreneurs more than compensated for
the demise of the Courteney’s, and the fine
buildings, almshouses and schools added to the
townscape were evidence of the wealth this
merchant class generated. In 1598 and again in
1612 fires destroyed large parts of the town

creating opportunities for rebuilding. The power
of the Puritan elite (Blundell, Popham, etc.) was
challenged in the early 1600’s by Royalist
infiltration, the dissenting clergy being subject to
great hardships compared with their Royalist
peers. By early 1700 the town lacked effective
economic leadership. Civil unrest and mistrust
was widespread, due in part to the self-
perpetuating self-interest of the 24 elders, whose
powers included nomination of the towns two
MP’s. With little public confidence in the
corporation, suspicions of corruption rife and
other towns better served by the burgeoning
canal system, Tiverton entered a period of
stagnation, if not decay. The struggle for reform
in the early 1800’s saw Spencer Perceval, son of
the assassinated Tory Prime-minister, parachuted
into the constituency. He appears to have bored
his fellow MP’s to death (has anything
changed?).
Tiverton eventually regained its integrity and
confidence and in 1845 set up its own police
force, and subsequently provided education and
hospital, water, sewage, gas and electricity
services. Charles felt that the gradual sucking
away of these responsibili ties from local
democratic administration has been disastrous for
community cohesion and pride.
This taste of Charles Noon’s The Book of
Tiverton has, for many of us, already solved our
2008 Christmas present dilemma! 

Barr ie Philli ps

The Exe Valley Film Society

If you haven’ t experienced an evening with “The Exe Valley Film Society” in the Brampford Speke Vill age Hall , you
are missing a treat.  Enjoy a great film in a warm hall with complimentary popcorn and great company. What more
could you ask for!!!

The next film is “ The Last King of Scotland” on Thursday, 17th Apr il 7.30pm for an 8.00pm start.
Bring a glass and a bottle of your choice

Membership per person will cost £24.00 a year and there will twelve films, each one showing on the third Thursday
of every month.  The doors will open at 7.00pm and the film will commence at 7.45pm.  Members will be able to
invite guests at £2.50 per guest and members children under 16 years of age will be able to attend suitable films

accompanied by an adult for £1.50 per child. There will also be the occasional special matinee for member’s
children, the young at heart and their invited guests.

For further information please phone
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Mary or Emma 840072 ~ Sue 841785 ~ Roger 841765

Womens' Institute

Many people enjoyed the Easter egg hunt at our
Feb Sat market and the lucky winner was Vic
Gregory.
(No it wasn’t a fix!)

The W I quiz finals were held on March 8th at
Clyst-St Mary. Twenty-eight teams were present.
The ladies who represented us gave the winning
team a run for their money by reaching a grand
total of 60.
The winning team reached a grand total of 77.
On the same day another team played Whist at
Halberton
and three of the ladies secured themselves a place
in the finals on April 26thm at Clyst-St –Mary.

It was nice to greet yet another two new people
at our March meeting.
Our speaker Miss P Salter showed us slides of
lovely gardens, both past and present.
Nobody knows exactly when gardens came into
being but the first are believed to have started
around the 1300’s.
There were two kinds of gardens to begin with.
The first were parks that were owned by the rich
for entertaining guests and providing food.
The second were for the deceased and the
Egyptians were known to take the lead here.
When a Pharaoh died the avenue to the tomb
would be lined with Date trees under which
flowers (often marigolds) would be grown.
The ordinary Egyptians are believed to have had
the first gardens that produced food.
They would use manure from their pigeon lofts
and water from the Nile.
Every Egyptian housewife had a medicinal plot
and both food and medicine would be dried off
on the flat roofs of their homes.
The Arabs were also great gardeners.
 Their gardens would be built with walls around
them to prevent dust from entering. At least two
tall trees would be planted, as it was believed
these would join them up with heaven.
Moving water was placed in the middle to
prevent bugs.
One of the best forms of irrigation was found in a
garden situated in Southern Spain.

The water would be taken to the top of a slope,
released to men at the bottom who collected it
and took it back up the hill!!!
In winter it becomes too cold for the plants, so
they are potted up and taken indoors until the
warmer months.
As time evolved it was realised that various
plants had different smells.
Roses were one of the earliest plants, along with
Box and Rosemary to be used for their fragrance.
The next venture was to introduce water lili es
and fish.
The early gardens were square and mathematical
but
began to alter after Marco Polo returned from
China and told of a different type of garden.
Chinese gardens never have straight paths in
them. All their plants are zigzagged, as their
belief is that the devil can enter the teahouses via
a straight path but will fall off a zigzagged one.
The poor people of China were only able have a
Bonsai plant.
Japanese gardens have summerhouses in so that
moths and butterflies can be watched in the
evening.
The Roman gardens were full of statues relating
to Cherubs or Gods, while in Italy it was the
Churches who had the money to spend on
gardens.
As timed passed people became zanier about
their gardens, which became bigger with extra
pieces added on.
Peter The Great of Russia had fountains that
would soak his guest as they were big and went
up at no particular time.
One of the earliest gardens in this country was at
Oxen burgh.
After the continent got over going mad over the
tulips that came from Turkey, gardens started to
become less formal.
A Quaker called Titus Salt was concerned for his
workers and made gardens for them all.
Now in the 20th century complementary colours
are more widely used when arranging flower
gardens and there is much more variety.
Sybil Tulloch won the competition for ‘A
miniature garden and Barbara Higgins won
flower of the month.
Pauline Roberts won the draw.
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Marie Curie Coffee Morning

Lost a jacket?

A sleeve less blue jacket with a yellow edge
collar, size 14,has been hanging in the W I
kitchen for the past 2/3 months.
 If it is not claimed we will have no option but to
dispose of it.

If it belongs to you please contact Sylv on
860183

WANT TO FEEL RELAXED AND
PAMPERED?

Qualified Masseuse Jane Flaxington will be at the
W I Coffee Morning on  Sat April 26th 10.00 to
11.30

Use Jane's on-site massage chair and have your
back, neck, shoulders, arms and hands freed from
stress and tension.
The only thing you will need to remove will be
a jacket or thick jumper.
Experience the different methods of massage:
Swedish, Acupressure, Shiatsu & Deep tissue.

No fixed charge. Donation for improvement of
premises.
Minimum donation £3

Sylv Gregory

Garden Club News
In February we enjoyed an interesting talk
entitled The Great Trees of East Devon.  A map
has been drawn up of the area showing where
these trees can be found and we learned much
about what can and is being done to preserve
them.  This is very important because two-thirds
of all the remaining ancient trees in northern
Europe are in fact in the U.K.

This month we had a talk by the head gardener of
Sherwood accompanied by slides of the garden
taken through the four seasons.  Sherwood,
which is only a short distance away at Newton St
Cyres, has three national collections.  These are
for magnolias, berberis and Knaphill azaleas.
Judging from the pictures of the garden, which is
open on Sundays, it would be well worth a visit.

Our next talk will be on the 21st April on
Trecanna Nursery in Cornwall.  Our annual
outing this year will be on the 17th July to Forde
Abbey in Somerset.  Anyone interested in joining
us or coming to any of our talks can ring me on
861 205 or Veronica Clarke on 841 530 for
further details.  New members are always
welcome.

 Ros Rowlerson

Poetry
Hope's Eternal Source
Thank you for the springtime,
For blossoms on the trees,
Daffodils in ballet dance
And perfume on the breeze;
For primroses that shyly peep
From the woodland hollows,
For hazel catkins, fleecy lambs,
Butterflies and swallows.
 

Thank you for the springtime,
For hope's eternal source,
When silver blows the will ow
And golden blooms the gorse;
When winter dampened spirits soar
And life again seems sweet,
With trilli ng birdsong overhead
And daisies at our feet.
 

Thank you for the springtime,
How can our hearts express,
The joy this season always brings,
With earth in finest dress;
Green sprigged the vale and hillside
And April fresh the lawn,
Thank you for the springtime Lord
And for each precious dawn.
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Doreen Beer

TARTS news

Thorverton Amblers Ramblers and Trampers

Forthcoming dates:

Saturday 5th April 2008: Walk led by Heather and
Royston, location to be decided, meet at the Bell
at 09.30

Saturday 19th April 2008: Longish walk led by
Graeme, meet at the Bell at 0930

Saturday 3rd May 2008: A real treat led by Jim, a
tour of the deer farm at Cadbury  followed by a
walk up to the castle. Time to be decided but
keep an eye on Focus and the Old Post Office
window for details.

T.A.R.T.S. weekday walks:
• local short walks (3 – 4 miles)
• regular exercise in pleasant company
• dogs welcome
• meet promptly opposite The Bell

Inn Thorverton
Apr :    Tue  1st    10.00

Please join us soon. We walk sometimes two
miles, sometimes three or four, usually fairly
locally.

If you'd like to lead us on your favourite walk
then please contact Heather 860419 (or Jean or
Caroline).
Caroline Prince

Thorverton Wheelers and
Tourers Society

Thorverton’s cyclists recently donated to
Devon’s Air Ambulance (see photo in next
column).

Thorverton’s cyclists giving generously

Golf Society Players of
Thorverton
Sunday 24th February  Stableford  Competiton
Results and Report.

 Fourteen members and guests set off for another
nine holes on a brisk , dry Sunday morning  at
our normal venue  all hoping that today is there
day, but we all know not all can win , so without
further ado here are the results :

FIRST PLACE :    ROB  ( swivel hips )  FLATT
with a score of 18pts .

Rob either played very well or his handicap needs
looking at . From what I was told    he did play
very well , that could be it for the year now
because it does not happen that often. So Rob
enjoy your VICTORY .  Well played .

SECOND PLACE :     PHIL   ( the twitcher  )
ORAM            with a score of   15 pts .

I do not know if Phil twitches as much at home
as he does on the golf course ,only Ingrid can tell
us , but maybe the question is just  to personal .
Well played .

THIRD PLACE  : KEN   ( the gentleman )
GALVIN        with a score of 14 pts .

One of the few gentlemen in our midst  ,thank
goodness there are still a few of us  left Ken ,We
are a very rare breed nowadays . Well played .
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DONNA  Y  TROPHY :     DAVID  ( the wind
man ) HARLOW     outright winner .

On the third hole David, playing with his golf
mentor John Mann,  saw John play his second
shot into the water. David being an avid follower
did the same but THEN took out of his bag a
brand new ball and did exactly the same again .
After a few good old anglo saxon words ,Dave
admitted he is looking for a  new mentor,
rumour has it that Andy French could be in line
for this  position .

TARTS TROPHY :  MARK ( shame about the
hat ) THORBURN   outright winner .

Mark won this trophy by  having the shortest
drive , our concern here was that he must have
really wanted it badly  because he had several
attempts at the shortest drive. In fact he came
First , Second , Third & Fourth in this
Competition . Well done Mark , look after her
keep her clean , but you do know you  must
return her safe .

BRICK ON A STICK :   ANDY ( precious )
FRENCH   outright winner    with 7 pts .

I personally gave Andy a new NOODLE  golf
ball prior to the start of the round which I
thought may have helped his game , afterwards
he told me he had lost it but then asked for a
replacement because he said I gave him a faulty
one .

OTHER BITS ;

No  2s today , and I have been told by Mr Ball
that only a few handicap changes will take place ,
mostly half shots here and there all being given
back to members no CUTS will take place .

Friday 14th  March  Stableford Competition
Results & Report .

Only 8 members turned out for today’s
competition , maybe it was concerns about the
bad weather  which had been promised , but it did
not happen conditions were good and at times the
sun tried hard to show its face . Now for the facts
.

FIRST PLACE :   (Our Leader )         Rusty Ball
14pts.

I knew Russ was in for a good round , because as
he hit his first shot ,everyone said  GREAT
SHOT RUSS !  never heard that said  before .

SECOND  PLACE :          A little cluster here
all on                        12Pts.

Our Only Lady Player  Sheila Ball , John  ( Magic
Shoes ) Mann and  Geoff  ( The Professor )
Bulley    well done  people good smack      .

DONNA  Y  TROPHY  :  Dave  ( The Wind
Man ) Harlow        WINS AGAIN.!

Doing exactly the same as he did last time , 2
Golf balls in the water on the third ,   Its sad to
see  a big man in tears , maybe Dave you should
use Donnay golf balls on this hole as well , would
be cheaper .

BRICK ON A STICK :    STAND ALONE
WINNER   :  Andy (Precious) French.  With a
score of  ONE POINT .   Lowest Ever  Score in
Society History.

We do very much hope that this does not effect
Andy’s mental state ,  after all i ts only a game . It
could have been worse .

TARTS TROPHY .  ( ANNIKA )      WINNER
HERE( ME,)  Bob Hyde .

An AIR SHOT on the 5th , Geoff Bully’s
comments were superb here when he said to me ,
At Least you will have  a good LIE for your
second  , Love It .

BITS & PIECES :  No 2 ,s  Today ,   a few
movements here on handicaps ½   a point,  or
Max of One  depending on existing hdcp , again
all being given back .

DATES for APRIL  MEETINGS ARE :

Friday  11th  APRIL  meet  EXETER  INN
1.30pm  for 2.00 pm tee off .

Sunday 27th APRIL  meet  EXETR  INN    10.30
am for 11am tee off.

Anyone interested in joining us, just come along
on the day , I’m sure you will enjoy the
experience  and believe it will be an experience .

On the behalf of the GSPOTS I would like to
wish Rob Tooze a speedy recovery following his
recent knee op and look forward to seeing him
back on the first tee.

Bob Hyde



Focus on Thorverton 26 Vol. 39  No. 4 – April 2008

Nature Notes

Last month in FOCUS the Revd Dick Potter
mentioned seeing hares between Shute Cross and
Heathfield and wondered if the lane has a name. In
all the years regularly travelli ng to and fro
Thorverton and Newton St Cyres, I never knew
the name of the lane. It wasn’t until 2006 we
purchased our car complete with satelli te
navigation that informed us the lane is called
Rivenford lane. I have mentioned this lane on a
few occasions as it is not only one of the best for
seeing hare but also stonechat, yellowhammer,
raptors and common lizard. Indeed on Mothers
Day on the way home to Thorverton along
Rivenford lane around 5.15pm Rowie and I saw a
barn owl trying to avoid the attention of a pair of
crows.

We had our last dollop of frog spawn deposited
on 23 February. In Nick Endicott’s pond at
Cleaves Close, the first batch of frog spawn
appeared on 26 February. In Pete Marshall’s pond
in Silver Street likewise the spawn appeared in
late February. Jane & Alan Turner at Orchard
House, Raddon have had their pond about one
year. No frog spawn yet but newts have moved in.
Talking of amphibians, Raddon Lane seems to be
a migration crossing for toads at this time of year.
After some rainy nights the road in the morning
unfortunately is littered with squashed toads.

Ken and Elspeth Holmes have siskins and long
tailed tits visit their nut feeder in the garden along
Lynch Road. Heather and Royston Kershaw
spotted siskin when we stopped for a break on the
TARTS walk at Chawleigh on 16 February.
Heather e-mailed me a lovely photo she took of a
goldcrest whilst on the
19 February TARTS walk at Crediton (Downes)
golf course. A few days before, while trying out
the route she saw a dipper on the river Yeo. Last
year Lin Balkwill saw a dipper along the stream
while walking in the vill age Mill ennium field. This
bird can also be seen on the river Creedy. By
coincidence the dipper featured in Bill Oddie and
Johnny Kingdom’s March television programmes.

At the end of February Jean Brown has a
blackbird nest building in her little courtyard
garden in Bullen Street. The garden is also home
to slow worm and toad.

On 7 March Robert Stephenson saw a lizard in his
garden that there and then decided to jettison the
end of its tail.

During the last two long TARTS walks we came
across beetles. On Dartmoor there were two
bloody-nosed beetles and at Hartland an oil beetle.
I’m not sure which species of oil beetle it is, but it
had a metalli c green head, metalli c blue legs and
what looked like a black body. The Bugli fe
website mentions there are now only four out of
nine native species in existence.

On 17 March I gave Emma a lift to her job at the
Farm Shop. When we got as far as the Cricket
field we were surprised to see a group of five or
six swallows fly towards the direction of the Mill
House. This is roughly two weeks earlier than last
year’s local sightings.

Jenny Garne
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Table Top at the W.I .Hut
April 19th 10-12p.m.

£5 per table

(Everyone with a table will be responsible for
removing items not sold.)

Teas & coffees

Contact Sylv Gregory

01392 860183

NEW

OPEN TO ALL

CRAFT CLASS

W I PREMISES

TUES APRIL 15th

2-3/30pm

Admission £1

Come and share your
interests and ideas.

Lambing day at Ratcliffe Farm

Thank you to everyone who came to our sheep
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shed on a very very wet Saturday and supported
the "Lambing Day". Throughout the day 18 ewes
lambed producing 30 lambs, so there was plenty

to see! Donations and the draw raised £168
which was equally split between Thorverton
Church and Shelter Box UK. A special thank you
to Colin Ayre, John Bedford, Edwin Greed and
Fred Trott who gave their time and helped the
day run smoothly.

Tina and Michael Ayre
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Thorverton’s Waterfalls

Church Meadow Top Fall

Sheep Dip Fall

Pipeline Fall

Big Pool Fall

The stream (Jordan) which
flows through the centre of

the vill age has two tributaries.
The western branch starts on
the NE side of Raddon Top
and eventually flows through
Dinneford Meadow and under

the Sheep Dip bridge. The
eastern branch starts in the

meadows to the east of
Fursdon House and meets the
western branch at the Sheep
Dip after its journey through

Church Meadow.

There are three falls in Church
Meadow; the Top Fall at 720
mm high holds the record as

the highest waterfall; the
Middle Fall is more of a

cascade, falli ng only 200 mm
over a distance of 1000 mm;
and the Lower Fall drops a
total of 300 mm. The Sheep

Dip Fall drops 330 mm at the
confluence near the  Sheep

Dip bridge.

The falls on the larger western
tributary are the Pipeline Fall

by the oak tree near the top of
Dinneford Meadow and the

Big Pool Fall which enters the
large pool near the bottom of

the meadow. Pipeline Fall
holds the record as the widest
fall with a drop of 520 mm.

The Big Pool Fall has a height
of 125 mm, increasing to 135

mm when the boulder dam
gets washed away after

floods.

Photos by John Spivey

Church Meadow Top Fall



Focus on Thorverton 30 Vol. 39  No. 4 – April 2008

April in the Garden

I hope that by the time that this gets into print, it
really will be Spring, and that we will have
finished with the cold spells that we have had
lately. An unseasonably mild winter and early
spring is not helped by several cold spells just
when things should be warming up. We could do
with a few cold times in mid-winter to kill off
some of the pests, but at this time of year frost
can do so much damage. There are so many
browned and spoiled camelli a flowers at present,
and I have seen quite a lot of damage to young
shoots and opening buds. They will mostly
recover in time, but it does check things a bit.

I have to admit that I am very behindhand with
the garden work this year — though I finished
pruning the roses — and although it has not been
that cold a winter, these days the winds and
general greyness have kept me indoors more than
usual.

Daffodils have flowered early again this year —
and what a wonderful show they have made! My
one little clump of Soleil d’Or only managed two
flower stems this time, but they started at
Christmas, and were still going in mid-March
until last week’s gale really battered them and
finished them off.

Another thing that has done brilli antly is my
pulmonaria, a gorgeous bright blue, whose name
has unfortunately vanished, but the wonderful
colour is a change from the mainly yellow of the
other flowers.

If the soil dries out sufficiently, April is a good
month to plant evergreen trees and shrubs, but do
keep an eye on them for the whole of this
growing season, and do not allow them to dry
out.

Don’t forget to prune the earliest flowering
shrubs (Forsythia etc) as soon as they have
finished flowering, and please don’ t just trim
them over with the shears – this makes them look
so ugly – but prune about one third of the older
flowered stems altogether, and any dead bits, and

then only enough of the rest to keep a good
shape. If this is done every year, you will have a
nicely shaped bush with plenty of young growth,
and forsythias flower best on young growths
made the previous year.

Also don’t forget that this is the best time of year
to buy in, or replant snowdrops and winter
aconites, while they are still “ in the green” — dig
up some of the more crowded clumps of bulbs,
and replant them singly 2 or 3 inches apart; they
will soon fill up the space.

When daffodils have gone over, take off the dead
flowers, don’t leave them to go to seed, as this
wastes the plants’ energies, and at the same time,
give them a good feed of general purpose
fertili ser, and then leave them for at least six
weeks, or until the leaves have gone yellow
before cutting them down. This gives them time
to re-absorb all the nourishment from the leaves
back into the bulbs, to give good growth and
flowers the following year.

This is a lovely time of year to visit some of our
local gardens that are open to the public, to get
some ideas for future planting schemes in your
own gardens.

PLANT OF THE MONTH.

Berberis ottawensis f. purpurea ‘Superba’

Sony about the long name — it basically means
that it is a special form of berberis named after
Ottawa with purple foliage. However, although
the leaves have a purple ground, this is overlaid
with splashes of pink and white, and it is a real
eye-catcher. It is grown for the foliage colour,
though it will have yellow flowers in late spring
or early summer. It can grow up to 2 metres tall,
but could be kept much shorter if you have not
got that much room. This seems like a great
shrub for providing colour all through the year
amongst green leaved things that only flower for
short periods and then leave a rather dull area for
many months.

P.B
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Jumbled garden words

Can you identify the jumbled up words to do with
the garden?  They may be fruit, vegetables,
flowers, birds, weeds, or things you find/do in the
garden.

1. TRNECNWGAAI (8,3)
2. RWOEHLRBEWA
3. REESEGONUH
4. TNGREEADGA (6,4
5. SOOEMETRPMUS
6. ENOSLIASPWROF (7,6)
7. ITRGPIOKCNU (8,3)
8. WIDDENEB
9. NDRAPSADEOFK (5,3,4)
10. RIHMSWGEAOSGT (6,3,5)
11. MTNIPSBOCO
12. REUYLLKCA (5,4)
13. IRCLBOCO
14. OAPIOTRPNAG
15. LDNAINOED
16. RIYLMUAL(4,4)
17. DCIASBRLKB (5,5)
18. RNREEUNBNAS (6,5)
19. RNAGEESEGG
20. ARRLOBIGENSE
21. EARJEASCPANE (8,4)
22. EBFUTETSRLI
23. EGKNABAHTSISGN (7,7)
24. NORSEGRNTMADANE (6,9)
25. SXNRASPPOIPGCEOIN (4,6,7)

Please submit your answers to the editor by 20th

April.

Events at Sheldon.
Friday Fringe • The Nature of Desire • Friday
11 April • Professor Tim Gorringe from Exeter
University on the spirituality of the body, and the
theology of the built environment.

The evening starts at 7.45pm.  Please contact
Sheldon to book a place. £5 for sandwiches and
expenses payable on the night. Fat Pigeon Bar
open.

‘Prom from Scratch’  at the Open Air Theatre
• Saturday 26 July.  •One of a series of events
taking place this summer to celebrate 21 years of
the Society of Mary and Martha

Sign up now to join a large choir for this one-off
event in the magical setting of the Sheldon open
air theatre.  Not just for those who sing
regularly.  The abili ty to read music would be
helpful but not essential. 

Conducted by Roy Nicholson • Rehearsal starts
at 2.00pm.  Performance at 8.00pm

For more information:  01647 252752. 
smm@sheldon.uk.com • www.sheldon.uk.com
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Thorverton Parish Information
(Please notify any changes to the Editor.)

AIR AMBULANCE EMERGENCY - QUOTE NATIONAL GRID REFERENCE
RECREATION GROUND – Sheet 192 SS 923019   MEMORIAL HALL FIELD – Sheet 192 SS 926019

Bus services            See inside back cover
Carers' Suppo rt Group Anne Higman, Wyndham House Surgery, Silverton.   860034.

Meetings - 3rd Wednesday of month, Wyndham House, 2.30-4.30 p.m.
Church (C of E) The Revd. Douglas Dettmer, The Rectory, Thorverton.  860332

Church Wardens Peter Colebrook, Ockero, Thorverton.  861019.
Edwin Greed, Fortescue, Netherexe.  841231.

Consort Mary Thomas, 1 The Glebe, Thorverton.  860730.
P.C.C. Treasurer Royston Kershaw, 25 The Glebe, Thorverton.  860419.
Friends of Thorverton Parish Church Trust    Emmie Aird, Kirkfoard, The Berry, Thorverton.

Church (Baptist) The Revd. Maurice Harrison, 01884 258599.
Secretary Phyllis Langdon,  860932. Services, notice board or Focus.

Coun ty Coun cill or Cllr. Mr. M. Lee.  01363 772671.
District Coun cill or Cllr. Mr. R. M. Deed.  01392 861258.
Doctors Dr  Jon Wride & Partner / Drs Stead, O’Brien & Ziegler. Surgery times: see

below.
Electricity (Western Power) Report a loss of power: 0800 365 900   Bill Enquiries: 0800 365 000

Street lights 0870 556 1851
Friends of Thorverton & Silverton Surgeries     Christine Walker,  881501
Gas Emergency 0800 111999
Leonard Trust   Chairman: R. Hughes. Secretary: Mrs. E. Hughes, 3 Dinham Mews, Exeter   EX4 4EF
Library (Exeter Mobile)      EVERY WEDNESDAY, 2.55pm to 3.15pm  in the Quarry Car Park
Newspaper Reporter (Express & Echo)   Jane Ristic, 53 Silver Street, Thorverton.  860054
Parish Coun cil Chairman Cllr. Michael Ayre,
Parish Clerk Mrs Kate West, Great Pit Stables, Silverton.  861560.
Parish Coun cil Meetings 2nd Tuesday of month, at Baptist Church Schoolroom, 7.30 pm.
Parish Allotments Contact the Parish Clerk - 861560
Parish Coun cil Notice Board  Situated in School Lane, opposite the Thorverton Arms.
     IMPORTANT!- PLANNING APPLICATION NOTICES ARE DISPLAYED HERE.
Pension Service PO Box 93,  Plymouth  PL6 5WJ.      0845 60 60 265
Police Central Switchboard 24 Hours:  0845 2777444.
Post Off ice Portacabin (TCT Ltd)  Quarry Car Park, Thorverton  EX5 5NG.   860455

Mon. to Fri :  9 am.-1.00 pm.,    2 pm.– 5.30 pm.
Sat. :             9 am.-12 noon      Sun.  9 am - 10.30 am for newspaper sales only

Business Manager:     Jill Blewett, Faircop, Jericho St, Thorverton
Company Secretary & Treasurer: Heather Kershaw, 25 The Glebe, 860419

Public Telephon e Kiosk Opposite the Church, outside the Bell Inn, Dinneford  St.
Schoo l (C of E Primary)  (Acting) Head Teacher: Denise Woodgate   860374.
Schoo l Governors Chair: John Iffla  01392 851943

Clerk: Jane Ristic, 53 Silver St.  860054
Schoo l P.T.F.A. Chair: Deishan Luffman, North Barn, Raddon, Thorverton. 860016

Secretary: Marie Thomas, 01884 855275
Treasurer: Di Baker, 860426

South West Water 24 Hour Emergency: 0800 169 1144. 
         Helpline: 0800 169 1133.

Thorverton Mill ennium Chair: Dame Margaret Turner-Warwick, Pynes House,
Green Trust Silver Street  861173     Hon. secretary: Shirley Hoole.

Thorverton Rural Services Chair: Alan Turner, 860164
Association

Tiverton Volunteer Centre 28, Gold Street, Tiverton  EX16 6PY.  Judy Seymour, 01884 255734.
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Thorverton Organisations

Amateur Dramatic Society     Chair: Colin Marshall, 861228
Secretary: Sally Salter, 841740
Meetings - Last Wednesday of each month at the W.I. Hut.

Art Group Barrie Phillips, Crossmead, School Lane, Thorverton. 860529
Meet Fridays during term-time at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 am-12.00.

Arts Exchange Claire Cousins, Cubberley House, The Berry. 860438.
Monthly meetings in members’ homes at 8.0 pm. (see Diary)

Association Foot ball Club   Chairman: Andy Harris, 01392 851664
Secretary: David Gregory, 2 The Orchard, Brampford Speke, 841803.

Bridge Circle Graeme Culshaw, 3 The Glebe, Thorverton 860203.
Meets 1st/3rd/5th Fridays at the W.I. Hut from 7.00 p.m..

Brownies’ Leader Hannah James, 0789 403 7133.
Meet Fridays during term-time at the W.I. Hut, 5.30-7.00 pm.

Church Flower Club Meetings as advertised.
Cricke t Club Chair: Charles Kislingbury, Arley House, 19 Church St, Silverton.  860270

  Secretary: M C Denford, 14 Moorlands, Tiverton EX16 6UF 01884 255076
Fixture Sec: J Meredith, 190 Mincinglake Rd, Exeter EX4 7DS 01392 272504

Focus Magazine Chair: John Carter, Rewe.  841237
Editor: Neville Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062.
Secretary: Jane Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062.
Treasurer:  Barbara Uglow, 14 Cleaves Close, Thorverton. 860614.
 Focus deliveries – John Carter, Rewe.  841237

Friends of Silverton & Thorverton Surgeries
Coffee Mornings in The Royal British Legion Club, Silverton
held on the LAST THURSDAY of every month except December.

Golf Society Players of Thorverton Care of Exeter Inn, 01392 860206
History Society Chair: Bill Stamper, Dunelm, Raddon, Thorverton. 860214

Secretary: Phyllis Langdon, Ferndale, Bullen Street, Thorverton. 860932.
   Website  <http://www.thorhistsoc.org/>

Ladies Group Meet 2nd Thursday of month,  (Venue and time - see Focus Notices).
Memorial Hall Committee  Chair: Mr Mike Shelton. Fir Tree House, Bullen Street. 861027.

Treasurer: John White, Waters Ford, Milford Lane. 860827.
Secretary & Bookings:  Jean White, Waters Ford, Milford Lane. 860827.

Memorial Hall Market 2nd Saturday of the month, at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 - 11.00 am.
Playgroup Contact: Laura Samuel (Chair) 861496.

Mon 9.30am-12pm, Tues/Weds 9.30am-12pm & Lunch Club 12pm-1pm,
Thurs 9.15-11.45am; 12.45pm- 3.15pm & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm. during term-time, at Memorial Hall.

Thorverton Ambling, Rambling and Tramping Society (TARTS)
Contacts : Caroline Prince 07749 775304 or Jean Brown 861176
See notices of walks in Old Post Office Window Bullen Street.

Todd ler Group Contact : Nic Fice 860318.
Wednesdays, during term-time, at the Memorial Hall, 9.45 a.m.-11.45.

Rainbo ws Contact Jean Pearn  860105, Penny Fice  861136,
Term-time, Tuesdays  4-5 pm at the W.I. Hut.

Royal British Legion Chairman / Hon. sec:  Bill Stamper,  Dunelm,  Raddon, Thorverton. 860214
Hon. Treasurer: Emmie Aird.

Women’s Institute Secretary: Susan  Maguire    01392 860631
Bookings:  Susan Maguire    01392 860631.
W.I. Meeting. 1st Tuesday of the month at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm.
Whist, 3rd Tuesday of the month, at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm.

W.I. Market & Coffee 4th Saturday of the month at the W.I. Hut. 10.00 am. to 11.00 am.
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Doctors’ Surgeries

THE EXE VALLEY PRACTICE

Dr JON WRIDE and Dr LYNNE ANDERSON

The Surgery, The Berry, The Surgery, 3 Coach Road,
THORVERTON EX5 5NT SILVERTON EX5 4JL
Tel: 01392 860273 (24 hours) Tel: 01392 860176 (in surgery hours)
Fax: 01392 860654 Fax: 01392 861598

www.exevalleypractice.co.uk

Surgery Hours

Mon. 2.30  -   4.30   Mon.     9.00  - 11.00
Tue. 3.30  -   5.30           Tue.      9.00  - 11.00
Wed. 10.30  - 11.30  Wed.     3:30 -    5:30
Thu. 3.00  -   5.00              Thu.      9.00  -  11.00
Fri. 9.00  - 12.00              Fri.        3.00  -    5.00

The Surgeries are OPEN at the followi ng times

Mon.   8.30  - 12.45  &  2.00  - 6.00               Mon.      8.45  - 12.30
Tue.    8.30  - 12.45  &  2.00  - 6.00               Tue.      8.45  - 12.00
Wed.   8.30  - 12.45  &  2.00  - 5.00             Wed.        3.00  -   6.00
Thu.    8.30  - 12.45  &  2.00  - 6.00        Thu.          8.45  - 12.30
Fri.      8.30  - 12.45  &  2.00  - 4.00         Fri.           2.00  -   6.00

REPEAT PRESCRIPTIONS  (Monday – Friday)   Please note that 48 hours notice is required for ALL
repeat prescriptions. Repeat Prescription line:    01392 861622

WYNDHAM HOUSE SURGERY,  Fore Street,  SILVERTON,  EX5 4HZ
Telephone 01392 860034                   www.wyndhamhousesurgery.co.uk

Dispensary Hours:     Monday to Thursday:     09.00 – 13.00  &  14.00 – 18.00
                                   Friday:                            09.00 – 13.00  &  14.00 – 17.00

Please note The doctors are happy to speak to you on the phone instead of an appointment. Please
request this from reception when you telephone.

Dr Jonathan STEAD Dr Anthon y O’BRIEN Dr Emma ZIEGLER

Monday 09.00 - 11.00 08.30 - 10.30
                            15.30 - 17.30                         15.00 -  17.30                                                                     

Tuesday 09.00 - 11.00 09.00 -  12.00
                            15.30 - 17.30                         15.00 -  17.30                                                                     

Wednesday 09.00 - 11.00 09.00 - 11.00
                            15.30 - 17.30                                                                       15.00 - 17.00                       

Thursday 09.00 - 12.00 09.00 - 11.00

Friday 09.00 - 11.00 09.00 - 12.00 09.00 - 11.00
Alt. weeks *15.00 - 16.00 Alt. weeks

(Urgent cases only)*
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Diary 2008, continued from back cover.

SEPTEMBER (cont)
Fri 26th Thorverton & District History Society: John Wade, Impressions of Russia, WI Hut, 7:30pm
Sat 27th W.I Coffee Morning/Stalls. 10 a.m.

OCTOBER
Tue 7th W.I Meeting: History of Devon Farmhouses.
Sat 18th Table Top, W.I. Hut, 10.00 a.m. - 12.00 p.m.
Tue 21st Whist, W.I. Hut, 7.30 p.m.
Fri 24th Thorverton & District History Society: Alan Liddiard,Exeter Cathedral & Volunteers, WI Hut, 7:30pm
Sat 25th W.I Coffee Morning/Stalls. 10 a.m.
Fri 31st W.I. Halloween Night (details to follow)

NOVEMBER
Tue 4th W.I Meeting: She was only a Railwayman’s Daughter.
Tue 18th Whist, W.I. Hut, 7.30 p.m.
Sat 22nd W.I.Christmas Coffee Morning/Stalls 10 a.m.
Fri 28th Thorverton & District History Society: Tom Greeves, Dartmoor Historic Images, WI Hut, 7:30pm

DECEMBER
Tue 2nd W.I Meeting: AGM
Sat 6th Holly Ball , Thorverton Memorial Hall
Tue 16th Whist, W.I. Hut, 7.30 p.m.
Sat 20th W.I Coffee Morning/Stalls. 10 a.m.

Bus services
Turner’s Tours / Carmel Coaches (bus 678)  Mon-Fri. 10.09 from The Berry and the Baptist Chapel.
Return 13.35 from Exeter bus station, Stand 5.

Cook’s Coaches (service 355), Stagecoach (service 55B) Mon-Sat (except Bank Holidays)
To Tiverton  9.02, 11.02, 13.02, 15.02, 17.32, 18.11 (55B) from The Berry and Broadlands.
Return from Tiverton bus station. 9.40, 11.40, 13.40, 15.40, 18.05.

To Exeter 8.00, 10.05, 12.05, 14.05, 16.05, 18.30 from The Berry and Broadlands.
Return from Exeter bus station. 8.40, 10.46, 12.40, 14.40, 17.10, 17.50 (55B).

Timetables for the 355 service are available at the Post Off ice.

Stagecoach 55 service runs every half-hour in each direction along the Exeter-Tiverton road, stopping at
the Thorverton turn.  Please consult Stagecoach 55 Group timetable for details of this service.

Stagecoach free service to Somerfield’s, Broadclyst, from Broadlands on Tuesdays 14.00.

Stagecoach offers a variety of concessions for regular commuters, shoppers, children, students and
jobseekers as well as one-day unlimited-use Explorer tickets. Further details from Stagecoach: 01392
427711 or 01803 664500 or www.stagecoachbus.com or www.devon.gov.uk/devonbus.

Devonbus Timetable Information: call Traveline  0870 608 2 608  Timetables avail able at the Post Office
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Diary 2008
Please notify FOCUS Editor of additions or changes.

(Email: focusonthorverton@yahoo.co.uk or phone Neville Lane on 861062)
APRIL
Tue 1st W.I Mosaics
Sat  5th Fund Raising Dinner at Memorial Hall , 7:00pm for 7:30pm  - Contact Beryl Grace (see Letters page)
Thu 10th Arts Exchange, Conundrum, Stable House, 8.00 p.m.
Sat 12th Saturday Market, Thorverton Memorial Hall 9.30 – 11.00 a.m.
Tue 15th Bingo, Thorverton Memorial Hall , 7.30 p.m.

Whist, W.I. Hut, 7.30 p.m.
Sat 19th Table Top, W.I. Hut, 10.00 a.m. - 12.00 p.m.
Fri 25th Thorverton & District History Society: Stephen Read, Recent Archaeology in Devon, WI Hut, 7:30pm
Sat 26th W.I Coffee Morning/Stalls. 10 a.m.

MAY
Tue 6th W.I Meeting: County Advisor
Thu 8th Memorial Hall AGM, 8.00 p.m.

Arts Exchange, Seaside, Cubberley House, 8.00 pm
Sat 10th Saturday Market, Memorial Hall , 9.30 a.m.
Tue 13th - Sat 17th Church Week
Tue 20th Whist at the W.I. Hut 7.30pm

Bingo, Memorial Hall , 7.30 p.m.
Fri 23rd Thorverton & District History Society: Members’ meeting/ bring & share supper, WI Hut, 7:30pm
May 24th W.I Coffee Morning/Stalls. 10 a.m.

JUNE
Tue 3rd W.I Meeting: Garden Party.
Sat 14th Country Show, Raddon
Sun 15th Country Show, Raddon
Tue 17th Whist at the W.I. Hut 7.30pm

Bingo, Memorial Hall , 7.30 p.m.
Thurs 26th Arts Exchange, Italy, Newcourt Farmhouse, 8.00 pm
Fri 27th Thorverton & District History Society: Outside visit
Sat 28th W.I Coffee Morning/Stalls. 10 a.m.

JULY
Tue 1st W.I Meeting: Benefits of Yoga.
Sat 5th Open Air production, Winter's Tale, Memorial Hall , 7.30 p.m.
Sat 12th Saturday Market, Memorial Hall , 9.30 a.m.
Tue 15th Whist at the W.I. Hut 7.30pm

Bingo, Memorial Hall , 7.30 p.m.
Sat 19th Table Top, W.I. Hut, 10.00 a.m. - 12.00 p.m.
Sat 26th W.I Coffee Morning/Stalls. 10 a.m.

AUGUST
Tue 5th W.I Meeting: Funny Stories of Marie Curie Fund Raising.
Sat 9th Saturday Market, Memorial Hall , 9.30 a.m.
Mon 11th Talk on SCAM Prevention at the W.I. Hut at 7.30pm
Thu 14th W.I. 1950s night (details to follow)
Tue 19th W.I. trip to the Eden Project

Bingo, Memorial Hall , 7.30 p.m.
Sat 23rd W.I Coffee Morning/Stalls. 10 a.m.

SEPTEMBER
Tue 2nd W.I Meeting: Members Evening/Games.
Sat 13th Saturday Market, Memorial Hall , 9.30 a.m.
Tue 16th Bingo, Memorial Hall , 7.30 p.m.
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Whist, W.I. Hut, 7.30 p.m.


