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Editorial

This month I would like to draw attention to a couple
of articles.  Firstly, I am grateful to Heather Kershaw
and Alli son Toogood for their article on the Post
Off ice and TCT Ltd's newsagency and stationery
service.  They report on a recent public meeting at
which there was discussion with MPs about the value
of post off ices, shops and other services to rural
communities.  The social benefit is far too easily
undervalued by those who live in urban areas, and this
needs to be taken into account in appreciating the need
for subsidy. 
 
Secondly, the Parish Council report in which I am
pleased to note that the roads in this area are to be
part of the Country Mile pilot scheme aimed at
improving road safety.  We certainly do need to be
ready for the unexpected on our roads.  It is, therefore,
all the more unfortunate that some of our roads are
currently in such bad condition.  The cold winter with
its freeze-thaw effect has greatly increased the number
and size of pot-holes (to the delight of geographers
perhaps, but not of motorists), particularly on the road
out to Crediton via Shobrooke.  I hope that this road
in particular will be repaired very soon. 
 
Incidentally, I also note from the Council 's report that
the annual Parish Meeting is on Wednesday 22nd
April .  This meeting is open to all parishioners, so
take the opportunity to go along, perhaps to find out
what is planned next for the Parish Plan.  Talking of

which, I have covered another chapter of the Plan (on
Environment and Sustainabili ty) in this month's
Focus.  Copies of the plan are still available from Ros
Brimacombe and John Spivey or you can see a copy
on the Parish Council 's website.
 
I had a week at home recently - the week of almost
unbroken sunshine! - which gave me the chance to see
rather more of the vill age than I usually do when
rushing backwards and forwards to and from work. 
How lovely Thorverton was looking too, with the
daffodils, celandines and primroses all out. 
Congratulations to those of you who do so much to
make our vill age look so attractive. 
 
A couple of months ago I announced a photo
competition.  Unless our dog has got to some of the
entries before I have been able to and has eaten them
whole, entries so far have been very few and far
between.  While I am happy to receive electronic
copies (which are more easily printed from in Focus),
for judging I do also need to have old-fashioned prints
please.   The closing date is Wednesday 15th April . 
Do have a go.  There are two themes:
-  work or play in Thorverton, and
- Wild Devon
I will be giving a prize for the winners of each
category and will exhibit photos in Church Week/Arts
Festival in May.  Get snapping!

Nevill e Lane, Editor
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Letters
From the Devon & Cornwall Constabulary
Several burglaries have been committed in Tiverton
recently where entry was gained by reaching door
keys, which were left in the doors, via a cat flap.
Some of the keys were retrieved by using items such
as bent wire coat hangers. Please do not leave keys
where they can be seen or reached from the relevant
door and especially not in the door. Bear in mind
however that you need to keep them reasonably handy
in case of fire.

From Meemee Overton
On behalf of the PTFA, I would like to thank all those
who came to the re-scheduled quiz in February. It was
unfortunate that we had to postpone the event due to
snow and power failure, but it was fantastic to see so
many people from the vill age supporting the school.
The result was close – just one point between first and
second place, and everyone seemed to have a good
time and enjoyed the banter and legendary chilli
supper. We raised in the region of £550, which will go
towards the remodelli ng of the hall and library
facili ties – work that is being carried out this Easter.
Thank you all so much for coming, and see you next
year, when you will be able to see our new improved
hall for yourselves!

From Tina Ayre
Thanks to all who gave up their time on Saturday 14th
March and helped give our Church a spring clean....
Did you know that the average age of the cleaners on
the cleaning rota is 67years old!! I need someone to
give me an hour or so one Saturday /month to fill a
slot, maybe the next person will help bring the average
age down!! (it makes no difference if you are a church
goer or not but abili ty to use a vacuum cleaner an
advantage. See Tina  860434

From Alice Selley
Congratulations to all concerned with this most
enjoyable and entertaining production “The Sound of
Musicals” .  It was a delight to witness the talent and
enthusiasm of all the young people and children taking
part. 

From Dorothy May
Further to my notice in March's Focus, I omitted to
thank Elspeth Holmes for the beautiful flowers she
made up for Sam and for taking them up afterwards to
be enjoyed at the Hospice; and Bill Ford, who
probably knew the young Sam better than most, for
the reading and reminiscing about him. I do apologise

for these omissions - I thought I had covered
everyone.

From Chris Jones and Emily Lane
We would like to thank all of you who supported the
Sound of Musicals concert that we put on in the
Memorial Hall to raise money for Water Aid and
Force.  We will give a full report in next month’s
Focus, including a note of how much we raised.

From St Loye’s Foundation
Training for the 25th anniversary Great West Run at
Exeter Arena on Sunday 3rd May has got off to a
flying start for a team of runners from Exeter charity,
St Loye’s Foundation (SLF). Team St Loye’s is
currently made up of 10 SLF staff , trainees and
supporters including the charity’s own Chief
Executive, Chris Knee. Team St Loye’s is asking
runners with places in the half marathon to pick SLF
as their chosen charity to support and encouraging
more runners to sign up to the new shorter 5K run and
go the extra mile by raising as much money as they
can for the SLF.
Helen Trebble, SLF’s Community Fundraiser said:
“ In return for our charity runner’s hard work and
fundraising efforts, each runner will receive a high
quali ty Team St Loye’s running vest to keep, 10%
discount at Ironbridge Runner in North Street, Exeter,
a complimentary post-race massage on the day,
courtesy of Holistic Therapies@1, encouragement and
unstinting support for the Big Day and lots of loud
cheers when they cross the finish line! All we ask is
each runner commits to raising as much sponsorship
as they can.”
St Loyes Foundation, based in Exeter provides a
range of vocational training programmes nationwide
to get people with physical and mental health
conditions into employment. After 70 years, the
charity recently relocated from its campus on
Topsham Road in Exeter to new city centre
headquarters with the aim of becoming the UK’s
principle training provider for people with disabili ties
and health conditions. St Loye’s Foundation prides
itself in being one of the most active and successful
organisations of its kind in the UK and money raised
through this years Great West Run will enable people
to achieve their work ambitions, gain sustainable
employment and build a better li fe for themselves an
their famili es.
Team St Loye’s are seeking a sponsor for their
running vests. For more information and to join the
team contact: Helen Trebble on 01392 286205 or
email helen.trebble@stloyes.ac.uk You can also visit
Team St Loye’s fundraising page and sponsor them
online at www.justgiving.com/teamstloyes.
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Thorverton Parish Council
Report of the March meeting
of the Parish Council

AFFORDABLE HOUSING & VILLAGE SHOP
The Chairman reported that he had written to Bob Hull , James Howe and Stephen Melli gan and Cllr Crang reported
that he had also written to James Howe.  Cll r Crang had received a reply from Joanna Loxton, the Planning and
Development Off icer, who was managing the planning application.  She confirmed that the Church Commissioners
would be submitting a single application, in the first week of April , for the two sites as they had been advised that
this was legal.
The Chairman noted that the Parish Council should contact the vill agers who had pledged their support, to ask them
to provide written statements in support of the affordable housing.
It was noted that there was no guarantee that building would begin as soon as any approval was gained.

PARISH PLAN
Cllr Spivey reported that £158.00 of donations had been collected for copies of the Plan.  This had been paid into the
Parish Council bank account to the cover the cost of any reprinting.  If this was not found to be necessary, then the
money would go back to the Leonard Trust.
The Chairman felt that the most urgent issues should be addressed first, these being: affordable housing, which was
already being attended to; the extension of the Silver Street pavement, which would be re-visited in anticipation of
money being available in the new financial year; and a trial of a 20mph speed limit.

PLANNING MATTERS
Planning Applications received to date of meeting:
i. Ref: 09/00196/CAT Notification of intention to carry out works to 2 Holly trees within a Conservation Area,

Orchard Cottage, Bullen Street, Thorverton EX5 5NG.
ii . Ref: 09/00158/LBC Listed building consent for internal alterations, The Meads, Dinneford Street, Thorverton

EX5 5NU.

OTHER PARISH BUSINESS
• The Annual Parish Meeting will be held on Wednesday 22nd April at 8pm in the Memorial Hall .  This meeting is

open to all parishioners.
• The Digital Switchover begins in Devon during April – Cllr Salli e Hayes can help with any questions or advice

you may need – give her a call on 860043.
• The Country Mile project is to introduce new signage for rural areas outside vill ages.  The area between

Thorverton, Bickleigh and Crediton is to be used as a pilot area, with the aim being to improve safety on rural
roads. Instead of the normal national speed limit sign, with the black diagonal stripe, a new sign is to be
introduced with a green diagonal stripe, beneath which there will be a sign portraying horse riders, tractors,
pedestrians and cyclists, reminding drivers that they share the road with these other users.

The next Parish Council Meeting will take place in the Memorial Hall on Tuesday 14th April 2009 at 7.30pm.  The
Agenda is displayed on the Parish Notice Board and Website prior to meetings and minutes are displayed in the same
places once they have been approved by the Council .

Kate West, Parish Clerk
Telephone: 01392 861560, email: Thorvertonclerk@aol.com

www .Thorvertonp arishcoun cil.org
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Thorverton Memorial Hall News

Reg.Charity No. 203776

Saturday Market

100 Club Draw Winner for March
£50 – No 91 Anne Wells

Market Draw Winners for March were:
Chicken Dinner Barbara Uglow
Fruit Basket Lue Ashworth
Cheese Board Ros Brimacombe

(Wild West) Coun try Show

Plans are now well under way for the Country
Show. This year our main attractions include
dancing ponies and a Wild West re-enactment
group. There will be a fancy dress competition
during the Show so we hope as many of our
helpers, stall holders and visitors as possible will
come along in either Cowboy or Indian outfits.
Exhibitor entry forms are now available and the
forms for Craft and Trade stands will be going
out soon.
Anji is making up the helpers list and is looking
for volunteers. If you could give us a few hours
on Saturday and/or Sunday please let her know
as soon as possible.
Car Stickers and Posters will be available at the
April market. If you can display some form of
advertising material for us it would be greatly
appreciated by the Committee.

See notices next month for Summer Ball
(Saturday 18th July) and Hall AGM

Notice Board

  THORVERTON
MEMORIAL HALL

 SATURDAY MARKET

               

Saturday 11th April

 9.30 - 11.00am

Breakfast Bar, Fruit & Veg
Books, Cards, Jewellery
Jams/preserves, Plants

Br ic-a-brac, Draw

 100 Club Draw

Reg. Char ity No. 203778
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Thorverton Ar ts Exchange

At Arts Exchange meetings we share our
enthusiasms for writing, music, painting, film,
craft etc. with one another.
Usually there is a theme to our choices, but
occasionally an individual member will take
responsibili ty for a whole evening.
The meetings take place in members’ homes at
8.00 p.m. on Thursdays. The next meetings are:

April 16th: Food, Newcourt Farm House
May 20th: Furniture, Garden Cottage
June 25th: Scandinavia, Okero
July 23rd: Images, Dinneford Spring

New members are always welcome.
For further information contact Claire Cousins at
Cubberley House, The Berry (860438)

JOINT MISSION COMMUNITY SERVICE
on  Sunday 31 May Pentecost at 11 am

at St John the Baptist Church, Netherexe

This Holy Communion Service for all will be
followed by a

lunch in the marquee
-please bring a picnic

more details next month

Sylv & Anne’s

 CHATTER CAFÉ
Open

EVERY MONDAY
 2-30 to 4-45pm

(with the exception of April 13th)
All welcome.
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Ladies Group

Ladies Group next Meeting will be on
Thursday 2nd April  please note a week
earlier than usual, because of the Easter
weekend.

The venue will be Moss Bank,  School
Lane,  Thorverton. By kind invitation of
Beryl Grace.

The speaker will be Mr. Peter Kelly who
will be talking about the importance of
making a will and registering your house
at the Land Registry.

Usual time of 7-30pm to 7-45pm start.

Coach Tr ip
(Organised by WI)

OPEN TO ALL

Sat August 29th

Bygones Victorian Village
Torquay

Over 20 shops & period rooms
28ton Steam Engine-Model Railway

Illuminated Fantasyland
Military/Battle Scenes

Gift Shop-Café

Prices to follow

TABLETOP

W I PREMISES

SAT MARCH 21st

10 to11-45am

£5 per table

(Everybody who has a table will be
responsible for removing unsold items)

TEAS/COFFEE/ BACON
BUTTIES/RAFFLE
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Contact
Sylv Gregory: 01392 860183

PUDDING NIGHT

Sat April 25th
7-00pm

WI Premises

Tickets £5
Available from

Penny Fice  861136
or

Steph Shilton 861027

Come and enjoy a “Crafty Breakfast” in
the Brampford Speke Parish Hall

Saturday, 26th April 2009
9.30 – 11.30am

Do you have something to sell?

Book a table for £3.00
Sell your craftwork, cakes, household goods, clutter,
fruit and vegetables or raise funds for your chosen

charity

To book your table or for further information phone
Sue Satchell 01392 841785

Thorverton WI
invite you to an

‘OFF THE PEG’

FASHION SHOW

WI Premises

Thurs April 16th

Tickets £3. Available from all WI members
or contact Sylv on 860183

Doors open 6-45pm
Show starts 7-30pm

Tickets available on entry but
it would help if they could be purchased before hand.

Karl Jenkins' latest work,
'li ve' on your doo rstep!!

 

Exeter Festival Chorus Easter Concert
Karl Jenkins: Stabat Mater

Poulenc: Gloria
Thursday 2 Apr il 2009

Exeter Cathedral 7.30 pm
Lesley-Jane Rogers:  Soprano
Annie Jones:  Mezzo-soprano

The Sinfonietta led by Richard Studt
Conductor: Nigel Perrin

In this concert we perform two works reflecting
different facets of Easter.

The first will be the Exeter premiere of Karl
Jenkins' latest work for voices and symphony

orchestra. The ancient 13th century Stabat Mater
text is set in both Latin and English, but also
looks outside the purely Western European

tradition to include a variety of languages and
indigenous instruments. The idea behind the work
is a universal depiction of grief, especially that of

a mother for her child.
The other work, Poulenc's joyous and extrovert
setting of Gloria, provides a contrast in style and

mood, which could be linked with
the hope and uplift o f the Resurrection. The work
exudes confidence and energy and has remained
popular with musicians and listeners alike ever

since it was written in 1959.

Tickets £21 (£19)  £15 (£13)  £10 (£8) (unreserved)
Booking EFC Tickets Tel. 01626 336619

Exeter Tickets 01392 211080    On line
www.exetertickets.co.uk

VACANCY
Part Time Secretary requ ired by Stoke Paroc hial

Church Coun cil (PCC)
Stoke Canon PCC is looking for a paid secretary to
take minutes of meetings and carry out other
secretarial duties in support of the PCC. This
vacancy is for approximately 60 hours per annum.
Meetings may be daytime or evening and are held
approximately 6 weekly or bi-monthly.
Some knowledge of the workings of a PCC would be
beneficial but are not essential.
For further details please call Jane Cook on 01392
841484 or Valerie Mills on 01392 841659
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PROM FROM SCRATCH

Do you love to sing?  Would you like to
be part of a special one-off choir?

Following the success last years ‘Prom
from Scratch’ the event just had to be
repeated. On one of the few balmy
summer evenings last year a colourful 80
strong choir belted out favourites like
‘Land of Hope and Glory’ and ‘Jerusalem’
under the capable conductorship of Roy
Nicholson.  A similar event is scheduled to
take place this year on Saturday 25th July.

Rehearsals take place during the afternoon
followed by the performance in the
evening in the Open Air Theatre.

Why not sign up now to be a member of
the choir?  Only £5 per person.  Last year
was over-subscribed so  act now as choir
membership will be on a first come first
served basis.  It will make a great evening
to bring friends to while at the same time
raising funds in aid of the Long Barn
appeal.  This appeal is to raise money to
rebuild the smallest, oldest guest
bedrooms as part of the ongoing work of
caring for people in ministry. Contact
Sheldon for details.

Sheldon, Dunsford, Exeter EX6 7LE
01647-252752

Wanted for Church Week

Food or offers of help for Church
refreshments

see Anji  860087

Items or help for stalls at the fair
 see Tina 860434

Draw prizes or money donations
 see Peter 861019
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Church Week
Events
 Tues 12th  
- Arts Festival opens at 10am through to 8.30pm in
Thorverton Church.
Wed 13th  
- Arts Festival from 10am -8,30pm
-Painting demonstration in Church morning and
afternoon by The Revd. Paul Hardy.
. Cream-teas at W.I. Hut 3- -4.30pm "over a rainbow"
!!
- Treasure Hunt 6.30pm to finish on Ockero lawn
with glass of wine.
Thurs 14th   
- Arts Festival from 10am -8.30pm
 - Music in Church from 6pm
Fri 15th

-Arts Festival from 10am-8.30pm
 - entertainment and display of work by children of
Thorverton School  6--7pm in School.
Sat 16th

- Arts Festival from10am-4.30
 - Fair from 2.30pm  Draw 4pm
Sun 17th

- Thanksgiving Service 10am in Church.
- St. Martins Singers 3pm? in Church

Refreshments
Tuesday 12th ~ Saturday 16th May

It’s that time of year again when people start crossing
the road when they see me coming, in the vain attempt
of avoiding me! They see me clutching my li ttle
“ church week book” and it strikes fear into even the
bravest of hearts! I can hear it now “quick, get out the
way or she’ ll have us giving her a donation or baking
a cake!! Or worst still , a Lasagne!”
I know its true, and I’ d be the first to hold up my
hands if questioned.
However, it’s such a worthy cause, and without your
kindness and generosity we would not be able to raise
church funds as we do, and I thank you all for your
support. All the money we raise
goes to improving our lovely church. I appreciate that
financially these are worrying times but, even a li ttle
donation can go a long way when it’s put together
with other li ttle donations!
We have a shopping list which as usual I will throw
open to anyone who wishes to buy some thing. We
have already purchased some items and have receipts
that you might like to pay for. Please call Mary
Thomas she has the receipt that we need to cover.
              Either contact me,

Anj i Hartnell~Todd on 860087
Or Mary Thomas on 860730

If you feel you can sponsor any of the following items,
White, wholemeal or granary bread.

Wholemeal & white rolls.
Tuna, Corned Beef, Ham or Cheese Spread for

sandwiches
Cling film & K itchen foil .

  Flour & Margar ine for the scones.
Mayonnaise, Salad Cream, Pickled Onions, English

Mustard
Chutney & Branston Pickle

Carr ots, Onions,
Oxo Cubes & Gravy Granules

White cabbage, carr ots & onions
for our coleslaw.

The list is quite long!
We have a list of items from the shopping list that we
are hoping people will feel happy to donate at the

“ Not the vill age shop”
by kind permission of

Stephen & Alison Toogood
and

“ Exe Valley Farm Shop”
by kind permission of

Russell Powell .

If you would prefer you could bake us a cake or two!
or maybe some homemade soup, a main course dish or

dessert. We will gratefully receive your kind
donations.

You can give a cash/cheque donation, however big
or small to

Anj i Hartnell~Todd ; Mary Thomas ; Peter
Colebrook ;Jean Brown

Please make it clear that it’ s for the refreshments
fund.

We would also like to hear from anyone who can
come and do some voluntary hours in the kitchen, or
as part of the preparation team. You don’ t need any
quali fications … just a nice smile and a sense of
humour.

If you feel you can help in any way, shape or form
please contact Anji . I will be extremely grateful and
very pleased to hear from anyone who feels they can
contribute to this appeal.

We are hoping to purchase an upr ight freezer for
the church.

Is there anyone out there who feels like doing
something to fund raise for us??
…a sponsored walk or football match,
Or maybe you could sit in a bath of cold custard!
Contact me if you can help in any way.

With my kindest regards
Anj i Hartnell~Todd XXX
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The Arts Festival

WE  NEED Your HELP�� ����
Many thanks to those who have already offered their time, but we STILL need more offers of help with
the organisation of craft items, sales of art, craft and cake draw tickets, and stewarding.

What you could offer to help with :

- an hour or more selli ng cake draw tickets : this is a stress-free job with plenty of chance to chat to
visitors!  May 12th – 16th (10.00 – 8.30)

-   an hour or more on the desk at the door welcoming visitors and dealing with sales  May 12th -
16th (10.00 – 8.30)

- unpacking and displaying craft i tems  Sun May 10th

- stewarding : patrolli ng the church to keep an eye on exhibits and help visitors  May 12th – 16th
(10.00 – 8.30)

- stock-taking and helping artists check out unsold items  May 16th (c.4.30 - 6.45)

The last task mentioned is PARTICULARLY IMPORTANT requiring at least a dozen people.
There is now a book in church which you can sign if you can help with any of the tasks listed above.
We hope that folk of ALL AGES will be able to help to support and staff this exciting and important
vill age event.
Many of these jobs are easier and more fun if done in pairs, so perhaps encourage a friend to help with you
or come along and team up with someone.

Please contact :   Helen Pope  860159 or Heather Kershaw  860419  asap

Thorverton Millennium Green
Trust AGM

The Annual General of TMGT will take place on
Tuesday April 28th at the Exeter Inn, to which
everyone is invited.  This is an opportunity for
any suggestions or comments on the Green you
would like to bring to the attention of the
Committee.

Shirley Hoole

Don’ t forget our photography competition!

We have two very broad themes:
-  Work or Play in Thorverton; and
-  Wild Devon. 

Please send your entries to Nevill e Lane at
2 The Glebe, Thorverton, to arrive by

Wednesday 15th April

.
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Inside the Parish Plan –
Environment & Sustainability

This is the third in a series of articles looking in
more detail at chapters within the Parish Plan.
If you do not have a copy of the Plan, but would
like one, please contact John Spivey or Ros
Brimacombe on 861324 or at Dinneford Spring
(by the horse trough in Dinneford Street).

My tour of the chapters of the Parish Plan has
this month brought me face to face with one of
my editorial team, Ward Crawford, who led the
Group looking at environment and sustainabili ty.
Ward was very encouraged by the enthusiasm
shown for this area, both at the open day,
through responses to the questionnaire and
through the level of interest in becoming involved
on this Group.

As with the other Groups, a lot of early work
went into devising suitable questions, with
everyone trying to be careful not to frame
questions in a way that might lead responses.

Ward found that while there was, unsurprisingly,
a strong interest in environmental issues amongst
members of the Group, this appeared not to be
shared quite so strongly – or at least not given
such high priority - among the vill age community
as a whole.  The community as a whole showed a
greater interest in conservation;  in maintaining
the vill age as it is today.  Many of those who
responded to the questionnaire ranked the
vill age/country life highly and noted the positive
contribution to this of the general appearance of
the vill age, its cobbled paths and its street water
channels.  It was clear, too, that many people in
considering the environment valued the
community spirit as much as the physical

environment.  The support for other wider green
issues, for example about renewable energy and
energy saving was far less clear, although there
was stronger support from the under 21 age
group.

The questionnaire exercise was, therefore, very
helpful in driving out the priorities that the
community held, and the Group was able to
reflect this in its contribution to the Action Plan.
It spent some time analysing the results and
considering appropriate actions to reflect
people’s views.  Three actions are set out in the
Plan:

• Initiate vill age clean-up days, and build
greater commitment to the maintenance
of those communal areas currently looked
after by a small group of volunteers;

• Investigate community sustainabili ty
initiatives;

• Lobby Mid-Devon District Council to
increase the range of materials taken for
recycling, especially plastics.

I asked Ward how he saw these actions as being
pursued.  He said that it had to be largely down
to individual initiative.  The community has set
out what it sees as the priorities which it believes
are worth pursuing, and now if anybody has an
interest in taking the initiative in one of these
areas they should be confident of finding support
within the community.  So, if you are interested,
please don’t hold back.

Nevill e Lane
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Parish Church Services and News
The Church of England

welcomes you!

MARCH
SERVICES & INFORMATION

The Netherexe Parishes
A Mission Community in the Diocese of Exeter

www.netherexe.org

APRIL 5      Palm Sunday

9 am Holy Communion [C] at Huxham RP

10 am Famil y Holy Communion [C] at Newton St Cyres SM & HD

10 am Holy Communion [T] at Thor verton  DD

10 am Service of the Word at Upton Pyne  Lay-led

11.15 am Holy Communion [T] at Cowley   JB

11.15 am Service of the Word at Rewe  VQ & AB

5 pm ‘ Service with a Smil e’ � at Stoke Canon Jubil ee Hall  For all ages

6.30 pm Joint Evening Service at Br ampfor d Speke  HD & PW

6.30 pm Evening Prayer [BCP] at Pol t imore DD

APRIL 9      Maundy Thursday

7.30 pm An informal Mission Community Service of Holy Communion [C]
at Stoke Canon Jubil ee Hall  – DD

APRIL 10   Good Fr iday

9 am Service of the Word at Upton Pyne DD

10 am Stations of the Cross at Cadbur y  HD

11.15 am Service of the Word at Rewe DD

12 noon Service of the Word at Newton St Cyres RP

2 pm Service of the Word at Pol t imore  HD

2 pm Service of the Word at Thor verton  DD

3.30 pm Joint Service at Br ampfor d Speke Bapt ist Chapel  Baptist Offi ciant

7 pm Service of the Word at Stoke Canon HD

APRIL 11    Easter Eve
8 pm Easter Vigil at  Rewe

APRIL 12     Easter Day

6.30 am Holy Communion [C] at Netherexe DD

9 am Holy Communion [T] at Br ampfor d Speke DD

10 am Holy Communion [T] at Cadbur y  DD

10 am Holy Communion [C] at Newton St Cyres RP

10 am ‘ Service with a Smil e’ � at Br ampfor d Speke For all ages

10 am Holy Communion [C] at Pol t imore CH

10 am Famil y Holy Communion [C]  at Stoke Canon HW

10 am Famil y Holy Communion [C]  at Thor verton SS

11.15 am Holy Communion [T] at Cowley JB

11.15 am Holy Communion [C] at Rewe JM

11.15 am Holy Communion [T] at Upton Pyne AS

3 pm Evening Prayer [BCP] at Netherexe DD

6.30 pm Evening Prayer [BCP] at Huxham HD
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APRIL 19   Easter 1  [ 2 of Easter]

8 am Holy Communion [BCP] at Newton St Cyres RP

9 am Holy Communion [T]  at Upton Pyne  DD

10 am Service of the Word at Cadbur y  Lay led

10 am Service of the Word at Stoke Canon   GP & MOJ

10 am Morning Prayer at Thor verton DD

6.30 pm Evening Prayer [BCP] at Newton St Cyres DD & RP
Farewell to Dick & Rosemary Potter

APRIL  26 Easter 2  [ 3 of Easter]

10 am Holy Communion [T] at Cowley JB

10 am Service of the Word  at Pol t imore  CC & JC

11 am Joint Morning Worship  at Thor verton Bapt ist Church  Baptist Offi ciant

11.15 am Holy Communion [C] at Rewe SS & HD

6.30 pm Evening Prayer [BCP] at Cadbur y  HD

MAY  3    Easter 3 [ 4 of Easter ]

9 am Holy Communion [C] at Huxham AS

10 am Famil y Holy Communion [C] at Newton St Cyres  SM & HD

10 am Holy Communion [T] & Chil dren’ s Group at Thor verton HW

10 am Service of the Word  at Upton Pyne  Lay-led

11.15 am Holy Communion [T] at Cowley  JB

11.15 am Service of the Word at Rewe AB & DP

5 pm ‘ Service with a Smil e’  � at Stoke Canon Jubil ee Hall  For all ages

6.30 pm Joint Evening Service  at Br ampfor d Speke Bapt ist Chapel Baptist Offi ciant

6.30 pm Evening Prayer [BCP] at Pol t imore HD

Dail y Services   Usual pattern – please see the Sunday leaflet ‘I n Touch’ for dail y services each week

M onday 9 am Morning Prayer at Stoke Canon Chapel

Tuesday 9 am Morning Prayer at Stoke Canon Chapel

6 pm Evening Prayer at Rewe

Wednesday 9 am Morning Prayer at Thor verton

Thur sday 9 am Morning Prayer at Thor verton
5 pm Evening Prayer at Newton St Cyres

Fr iday 9 am Morning Prayer at Thor verton

Satur day 9 am Morning Prayer at Thor verton

Midweek Holy Communion will be celebrated at Thor verton at 9 am on the foll owing Thur sdays:
Apr il 23 & June 4   All are welcome

DD = The Rev Douglas Dettmer, Priest-in-Charge
RP = The Rev Richard Potter, Associate Minister

SS = The Rev Sue Sheppard, Associate Minister
HD = The Rev Hil ary Dawson, Assistant Curate

JB = The Rev John Benton
BB = Mrs Bridget Boxall
DB = Mr David Boxall
AB = Mrs Annabel Branney
CC = Mr Chris Cook
JC = Mrs Jane Cook
JD = Mrs Juli a Dall en

CH = The Rev Chris Hughes
GK = Mrs Gwynneth Keehner
JM = Preb John Mapson
DP = Mr David Perrott
VQ = Mrs Valerie Quinn
SM = The Rev Sue Martin
GMS = Geoffrey Saltmarsh
VC = Mrs Valer ie Quinn

VM = Mrs Valerie Mill s
MJ = Mrs Maureen Owen-Jones
JS = Mr John Sandford
GS = Mr Guy Sheppard
AS = The Rev Alan Simmonds
PW = The Rev Peter Webb
HW = The Rev Harold Whitty

Famil y Services of the Word marked 
�

 are led by Lay Teams
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Services in the Netherexe Par ishes
Your parish churches aim to provide a variety of service types to meet the needs of the whole community.  Everyone
is welcome at all services!

Most Sunday services except those early in the morning include hymns and music

‘ Service wi th a Smil e’ at Br ampfor d Speke
‘ Service wi th a Smil e’ at Stoke Canon�

 These Family Services are designed for all ages and with the needs of young chil dren especiall y in mind.  They
are informal and contemporary in style, often including a chil dren’ s acti vit y at the beginning; without communion.
Services usuall y last about 35 minutes and are foll owed by ref reshments
Young people’ s group meeting during the 10 am service at Thorverton on the f i rst Sunday of the month in school
term time
Holy Communion (C)
Traditi onal service in contemporary language (one hour)
Holy Communion (T)
Traditi onal service in traditi onal language (one hour)
Holy Communion (BCP)
Very traditi onal , quiet and ref lecti ve service from the Book of Common Prayer (45 minutes)

Service of the Word (SW)
Morning or Evening Service (without communion) in contemporary language, often lay-led
M or ning Pr ayer (BCP)
Traditi onal Morning Service (Mattins) from the Book of Common Prayer (about an hour)
Evening Pr ayer or Chor al Evensong (BCP)
Traditi onal Evening Service from the Book of Common Prayer (about an hour)

Easter Communion at Home

The traditi on in the Church of England is that everyone who has been confi rmed should aim to receive the
sacrament of Holy Communion on at least three occasions each year, one of which is to be Easter.

Ideall y this will be in church with others.  However, the sacrament can be administered at home to anyone
prevented by ill ness or disabilit y from receiving it i n church.  Please contact the Revd Douglas Dettmer on
(01392) 860332 or the Revd Hil ary Dawson on (01392) 841928 to arrange a visit.

Fr om the Par ish Registers   To mid-March
Baptisms Harry Oli ver French [8 March at Upton Pyne]

Funerals Robert Wild [26 February at Exeter Crematorium]
Eva Webb [27 February at Brampford Speke]
Bill Pope [2 March at Rewe]

Would you li ke a li ft to church?
May we off er you a li f t to the parish church or to a joint service elsewhere?  For transport to Sunday services
from locations in Thorverton parish, please ring Steve Rendell on (01392) 860780.  To arrange a li f t to the
weekday Holy Communion at Thorverton on the dates li sted above, please ring Margaret Turner-Warwick on
(01392) 861173

Letter from ����� ���� ��  �!
PAIN AND PROMISE
The world we live in seems to be full of pain - and full
of promises of something better.  The victims of the
Gaza conflict show us their shattered homes and
remind us of the innocent children who died under the

barrage of shells.  On the borders of Israel famili es
and communities mourn those who died or were
seriously injured by rocket attack as they went about
their daily civili an lives.  Many nations try to come to
term with the memories of religious persecution or
genocide, and yet wars and internal conflicts continue.
The after-effects of drought, famine and disease are
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part of so many communities.  Here, in our own
apparently peaceful land, the consequences of drug or
alcohol abuse, broken family li fe and social neglect,
bring tragedy in the form of death, serious injury,
li felong handicap, and personal frustration.   The
global cost of road accidents is enormous. The
economic framework of the whole world is in turmoil ,
bringing alarm to business at every level, the prospect
of unemployment to milli ons, and the threat of poverty
to virtually everyone.  So many individuals and
famili es face pain and disappointment, handicap and
premature bereavement from diseases of the body or
ill nesses of the mind.

By contrast, we are also surrounded by all kinds of
promises of ways to create a world in which such
problems will be ended.  Poli ticians, scientists,
religious leaders, union leaders, dictators, economists,
and so on, many of them sincere, (not to mention the
cheats and charlatans at every level!) want to promise
us a better world in which the different sorts of pain
will be removed.  Who can be surprised if we want to
look towards these promises.

The Christian message, as it is concentrated in Holy
Week and Easter, takes up both the theme of pain and
suffering and provides its own response in a promise
of God’s love and fulfill ment.  We look back at the
last days of the li fe of Jesus and remember how he
rode into Jerusalem on a donkey to emphasise that the
only way to meet what is wrong in our world is to be a
humble servant.  His message was disregarded by the
crowds, who turned from enthusiastic support to
violent hostili ty.  The authorities (autocratic religious
leaders combining with a violent and cruel mili tary
occupation force) used a savage and common public
execution, hoping to get rid of him and put an end to
his teaching.   Yet three days later his followers were
publicly proclaiming that he was alive and thus began
a religious movement that was to spread remarkably
quickly across the huge Roman Empire, and since
then all round the globe.

We remember these events both as historical events
and also as symbols of eternal truth.   Good Friday,
reminds us not only of Jesus’ death, but also that in
that death God (living a human li fe in Jesus) showed
that he was ready to die for all people, and that
nothing can be too bad for God’s love and forgiveness
to meet and overcome.  In the same way, Easter Day
proclaims that pain, disappointment and death have
been overcome by God’s loving power.  Pain can be
overcome and the promise of li fe in its fullness us for
all .

Christian people use the two symbols of the cross and
the empty tomb both to remind themselves and to

proclaim to others the twin message of pain’s defeat
and promised new li fe - and not just in Holy Week,
but every day.  For us the cross is a reminder of what
actually happened to Jesus, and also of how his
suffering and sacrificial death can transform not only
our own pain but also the pain of the whole world.
The empty tomb is both a symbol of Jesus’ victory
over death, and also a promise that the fullness of life
is possible both in this world and the next.

If you are battling yourself against pain or frustration
or failure I hope that Good Friday, with its message of
the cross, will bring you a sense of God’s love and
care for you yourself.  If you are depressed by the
terrible disappointments, failures and cruelties of the
world I hope that you a can find a sense that God
himself is with us even in the greatest disasters,
sharing our sufferings and overcoming the worst
which can happen.  I hope that the message of the
empty tomb and all that it symbolises will help you to
have confidence that God will always win.

I hope that many of you will j oin with us in your local
churches in all the events of Holy Week and especially
on Good Friday and Easter Day.  If you are away
from home there will probably be a church nearby
where I know you will be welcome to join the local
congregation in the most important celebrations of the
year.  May I wish you all a very happy and fulfilli ng
Easter!

With good wishes to you all .

Goodbye   This will be my last letter in this magazine.
Around the end of April my wife and I will be moving
from the district.  After seven years as a semi-retired
Associate Minister, I shall be coming to full retirement.  I
have enormously valued the opportunity to work here
sharing in leading worship and many other aspects of
church and vill age li fe.  The change from the seven
churches of the Raddon Team to the eleven of the present
Netherexe Group has been most interesting, and has
brought the chance to meet many new friends.   Rosemary
and I both have been very happy here and we leave with
very mixed feelings – both sorrow at leaving such
delightful people and places and excitement at making our
new home in Seaton – not too far away.  Thank you all for
your warmth and friendship and for your supportive
prayers and cooperation.  We hope that occasionally we
shall be able to visit this area, and we shall always be
interested to hear your news.

The Revd. Dick Potter is Associate Minister in the
Netherexe Team of Churches.

I am grateful to Dick for his contributions to Focus.  I am
sorry to note that this will be his last.  I am sure that we
all wish him well in his retirement.

                                    Ed
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Baptist Church
Have you ever stopped to think why Lent and Easter
coincide with Spring?

We know historically that the Jewish Passover derived
from an earlier Spring festival celebrated by the
nomads of the Middle East. But for Christians their
position at the turning point between winter and
summer has such meaning and is so alive with
possibili ties that we might even think that God
organised it that way on purpose.

Our li fe in Christ is about movement and growth.
About opening up our potential for new li fe, a fresh
start every day, lived in the abundance which Our
Lord promised to those who follow him.

Spring is a time for new birth. Lambs in the fields,
nestlings in the hedgerows and a Lord who takes us
into the grave to be reborn with him. If we let it,
Spring will stir in us a desire to renew our lives,
cleansing out not only our cupboards but our spiritual
lives. Casting out the old habits which have begun to
feel uncomfortable or out of place, allowing in the
clear light of new ways of prayer or alternative ways
of understanding God. Dusting the darkened corners
clogged with old anxieties and prejudices, providing a
larger space for God to be at home in us.

Winter is over and the Son is just waiting to stream
into our lives to enlighten the dormant desire of our
hearts, to be fully alive and at one with him, to grow
like the flowers.

Dear friends, let us love one another, because love
comes from God. Whoever loves is a child of God and
knows God.  (1 John Ch. 4 v7)

On Easter Sunday, Jesus offers us the gift of presence
and the gift of peace.

We are to know him in the breaking of the bread.
Jesus does not want to be insubstantial; he does not
want to be a ghost. Instead he comes to us and invites
us to touch him. He offers himself to us in ways that
are intended to nourish and nurture us. He promises
companionship.
So where are we to touch him in today’s world?
Where are we to walk with him? Where are we to find
his hands and feet? Where are we to offer him a piece
of broiled fish and eat and drink in his presence?

Christianity does not live between the pages of a book.
Rather, it invites us to engage with our world. So we
are to recognise the presence of Jesus whenever there
are wounded hands and feet that turn to us for healing
and wherever there is a road that we can walk down in
his company.

“Christ has no body now on earth but yours, no hands
but yours, no feet but yours; yours are the eyes
through which to look at Christ’s compassion to the
world, yours are the feet with which he is to go about
doing good, and yours are the hands with which he is
to bless us now”.   Amen.

Easter Services at the Baptist Churches welcome you
all to join with us, Good Friday service will be at
Brampford Speke Baptist Church at 3-00pm and
Easter Day will be at Thorverton Baptist Church at
11-00am. A warm welcome awaits you, and we wish
all our readers of Focus a very Happy Easter.

Phylli s Langdon      Church Secretary.

Women’s World Day of Prayer Collection for 2009

The collection taken at the Baptist Church on Friday
6th March for the Women’s World Day of Prayer
amounted to £147-55.  This amount has been sent to
W.W.D.of Prayer Headquarters to be used for
Christian Literature and Education purposes.

Many thanks to Fiona our leader and Revd. Dick
Potter, our speaker and all who took part in the
readings and prayers, it all helps to make a very
interesting service.

Thanks also to Mary and Lyanne for helping to
organise and of course Brian for his skill on the organ.

A delicious soup Lunch helped to finalise the
proceedings, thanks to all my helpers, you did
wonderfully.

Above all thanks to you all for coming, and helping to
keep W.W.D.of Prayer going in Thorverton, this was
the 39th year.

Phylli s Langdon  

.      
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School trip to Escot

Thorverton School

The Spring like weather and the flowers
appearing in the hedgerows have added to the
enjoyment of the second half of the Spring term.

As usual li fe at school has been very busy, varied
and rewarding.  This term our youngest children
went up to Thorverton Church to christen one of
the class dolls as part of their learning in RE.
Hilary Dawson led the service and children took
on the roles of parents and god parents.  Class 2
have been finding out about how we learn and
did a fantastic presentation to parents on their
findings during one of our community assemblies.

On Thursday 26th March our Tag Rugby team
went to play in a Tournament at Sandy Park, the
team did really well and one of the comments
made by the organisers was that we were “a small
school that punches above its weight” .  An
excellent accolade for the children and their tag
rugby coaches, Jonathan Dovell, Den Murphy
and Dickie Barron.  On that same day our Cross

Country Team went off to Stockland to compete
in a gruelli ng cross country race, all of the
children did spectacularly well and a special
mention must go to Tim Needs who came 8th in
the Year 3/4 race and Ben Harget who came 6th

in the Year 5/6 race.  Our thanks also go to Ruth
Harget, Di Baker and Clive Hamblin who coach
the Running Club.

On Friday 27th March Class 3 went to Escot and
had a wonderful day with Alan Bruford and his
team.  We went to the Anglo-Saxon vill age that
has been created at Escot and learnt how to make
a fire in the Anglo-Saxon house, how to make
spelt bread which we baked in the fire, we also
learnt how to choose the best logs to split and
then everyone had a go at splitting them.  The
children also got extremely muddy making daub
with their bare feet, the daub was made to coat
an Anglo-Saxon oven.  We hope you enjoy the
photos (above and front cover)!

Tania Beard
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Legal Eagle

This month we are going to take a look at Part 5A of
the Sale of Goods Act 1979. The provisions list in
detail the remedies which will be available to a
consumer who buys goods which do not conform to
the contract at the time of delivery.

For the purposes of Part 5A, a ‘consumer’ is defined
as, ‘a natural person who is acting for purposes which
are outside his trade, business or profession’ . This
means, for example, that a self-employed person who
buys a laptop for use at work and at home will not
benefit from these provisions.

So, what are these additional remedies? Section 48A
provides that the ‘consumer’ will have the right to one
of the following: a repair or replacement; a reduction
in price; rescission.

Goods are deemed not to conform if there is a breach
of an express term of the contract or of any term
implied by sections 13 ( description ), 14 (
satisfactory quali ty and fitness for purpose ) and 15 (
sample ). It is further provided that goods which do
not conform within six months of delivery, must be
taken not to have conformed at that date.

Section 48A deals with repair and replacement. The
buyer can demand a repair, or a replacement within a
reasonable time, unless the remedy is impossible, or is
disproportionate in comparison to other remedies or to
a reduction in price.

A remedy is deemed to be disproportionate if it
imposes unreasonable costs on the seller taking into
account the value of the goods had they conformed,
the significance of the lack of conformity and whether
another remedy is ( in effect ) simpler and more
appropriate.

Section 48C provides that a reduction in price or
rescission may be demanded by the consumer if the
goods can neither be repaired nor replaced, or if one
of those remedies has been sought but the seller does
not provide within a reasonable time. In the event that
the buyer seeks rescission ( i.e., a handing back of the
goods and a getting back of the purchase price ), the
repayment to the buyer may be reduced to take
account of the use he has made of the goods since
delivery.

As we have seen above, any defect in the goods which
is discovered within six months is deemed to have
existed at the time of delivery. How you might ask

does this provision sit with the provisions relating to
‘acceptance’ which are to be found in section 35? The
answer ( up to a point ) is to be found in section 48D
which provides, in effect, that if the buyer invokes the
right to repair or replacement, he cannot reject the
goods and terminate the contract for breach of
condition until the seller has had a reasonable time in
which to repair/replace etc.

It might well be ( although the matter remains open to
debate ) that the combined effect of these two
provisions is to give status to a general principle that
the (in)famous ‘ reasonable time’ within section 35(4)
is up to six months.

Additional to the above, the Sale and Supply of Goods
to Consumers Regulations 2002 on which Part 5A is
based has added a new implied term to the list of
‘ ingredients’ or ‘ relevant circumstances’ in section
14(2). In taking all the circumstances into account in
deciding whether goods are of satisfactory quali ty, the
court is to have regard to any ‘public statements’ on
specific characteristics of the goods made by the
seller, the manufacturer or his representative in
advertising or labelli ng. This would bring before the
court the sort of things which are regularly found in
advertisements where manufacturers make promises
about e.g. the suitabili ty of their product for particular
use.

This implied term will not apply, however, if the seller
can show that at the time the contract was made, he
had no knowledge of the statement; that the statement
had been withdrawn before the contract was made –
or anything misleading or incorrect had been put right;
or that the decision to buy could not have been
influenced by the statement.

The provisions of Part 5A offer consumers an
alternative. They can rely upon the right to rescind as
soon as they become aware that the goods are not,
e.g., of satisfactory quali ty and demand their money
back. In so doing they need to be aware of the rules
relating to ‘acceptance’ contained in s35. Or they can
choose to use the Part 5A provision and look for
repair, replacement, reduction in price or rescission.

Always remember that it is the buyer who elects the
remedy which they wish to pursue and this is
determined by the circumstances and the statutory
provisions and not, as some sellers appear to believe,
‘Store Policy’ .

Clive Hamblin
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Sound of Musicals for WaterAid
A full report will be produced for next month’s focus,
but in the meantime here are three phographs of the
event.

Red Nose day thankyou

Tegan Ivall and Megan Pearn would like to say a big
"thank you" to everyone who supported us in our
recent attempt to do "something funny for money". 
By walking around Thorverton three-legged dressed in
pants, we managed to raise £120 for Comic Relief. 
Thank you.

Nature Notes

There has been continued activity around the bird
feeding stations. In our garden a great spotted
woodpecker visits once or twice a day and more
often than not it is a female. After spending about
five minutes eating peanuts it will have a drink
from the bird bath then hop up the trunk of the
cordyline palm searching for insects before flying
away. Woodpeckers are doing a lot of drumming
at the moment. We saw a great spotted
woodpecker drumming on the telegraph pole (do
you still call them telegraph poles?) outside our
house. Around the vill age, drumming is more
than likely made by the great spotted
woodpecker. The lesser spotted woodpecker is
rarely seen hereabouts. The green woodpecker
rarely drums.

The punk rocker greenfinch (additional yellow
patch on his crown and back of his head) is no
longer ostracised, he has found a mate. She visits
the peanut feeder with him and they fly off
together.

Early in March Doreen Beer reported seeing a
tree creeper at the Mill ennium Green, then later
in the month Richard & Katharine Pym informed
me that a tree creeper is visiting their bird table in
Milford Lane. Tree creepers usually eat
invertebrates, sometimes grain and weed seeds.
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Richard will try to spot what the tree creeper is
feeding on. Richard and Katharine are also
getting visits from two pairs of siskin and a male
black cap. The nuthatch however, has stopped
visiting their garden.

Maggie Pollard observed 20 or so pied wagtail
congregated on a roof of the school. Last
summer a pair of pied wagtail successfully raised
two broods in the vicinity of the Exeter Inn.
Another pair nested in the garden at West Court,
Raddon. On 7th March I watched two pied
wagtails bathing in the puddle just inside the gate
to the Country Fair field. The puddle is much
favoured by birds, rooks drink from it, I’ve also
seen blue tits bathing there, and birds also use the
wet mud for nesting material.

I think we would all generally agree that spring
arrived over the weekend of 14th March. On the
14th Rowie and I heard the chiffchaff, and saw a

slow worm. On 15th my sister saw a wood white
butterfly. Lin Balkwill saw a brimstone butterfly
in her garden in Milford Lane. I saw a tortoishell
butterfly, but one was seen at Sandy Bay
(TARTS walk) on 7th March. I also saw a long-
tailed tit carrying nesting material.

I attended an event at Stoodleigh Court in
March. After lunch many of the attendees
including myself strolled in the garden and were
lucky to observe three frisky hares. I was
informed it was two males chasing after a female.

The latest news is there have been two reports of
a nightingale singing. Karl Wilson heard it around
2am in Silver Street, and Elspeth Holmes heard
and saw one at 5am near the Quarry car park.
For many years nightingales have been known to
frequent the scrub around the car park.

Jenny Garne

Women’s Institute

Our Feb Market winners were: -
Chicken dinner                   Flo Gilpen
Planted bowl of daffodils   Sue Harlow
Biscuits, cheese & toms     Viv Day

Congratulations to the above and thanks go to all
of you who support us.

Sylv Gregory

Charity no 229868

TARTS news

On Saturday 21st February we enjoyed a sunny
walk near Clovelly in North Devon. Starting from
the National Trust Car Park at Brownsham we
walked through the woods to the peaceful cove
of Mouthmill, before following the coast path to
Clovelly. Some of us had a pub lunch and
others sat on the harbour wall with a sandwich
soaking up some of the sunshine. Unfortunately
as it was out of season the landrover wasn’t in
service so it was a stiff climb back out of the
village – aided by an ice cream from the
harbourside shop! The return route took us
back through the grounds of Clovelly Court
where the snowdrops were in abundance, and
back through the woodland to Brownsham.

Forthcoming dates:

Saturday 4th April: Longer walk on Exmoor led
by Ray

Saturday 18th April: Shorter walk led by Simon
and Mary – location to be decided.

Saturday 2nd May: 5 mile walk along part of the
Taunton and Bridgewater canal led by Caroline.

Walk descriptions will be available nearer the
date, posters will be up in the Old Post Office
window and also sent to those on the TARTS
email list. If you would like to be included on the
list email Caroline at caggy72760@yahoo.com
or Jean at JBrown9842@aol.com
All walks meet outside The Bell at 0930, and
are suitable for dogs unless otherwise stated.

T.A.R.T.S. weekday walks:

Apr :    Tue 7th  1.00 pm
Thur 30th 10.00 am
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local walks (between 2 & 4 miles)
well-behaved dogs welcome (but please check
beforehand re. stiles)
meet promptly opposite The Bell Inn
Thorverton

We’d really welcome offers to lead walks. If
you’d like to lead one on one of the dates
mentioned above OR offer an additional date,
then please contact  :
Heather 860419 or Jean 861176

Caroline Prince

I Don’t Believe It!
Hypocrisy and duplicity abound in so many areas of
li fe, but few of us can match the skill of our duly
elected servants. Whilst trumpeting support for rural
communities and spending a banker’s bonus on
sending a Select Committee to Devon to solicit our
views on Post Off ices – Securing their future, HMG
attempt to bribe us into buying our car tax on-line
with a chance of winning a shiny new Seat. This time
I resisted – but my car is showing its age and I’ ve
checked that a Leon would fit in my garage!

When companies flourish after making deep
job cuts I’ m forced to reflect on what the redundant
employees were doing before – were they
underemployed, lacked motivation, poorly organised
or worked with outdated equipment or processes?  In
each case it comes down to poor management. With
our councils and other organisations heralding year on
year eff iciency savings a similar question springs to
mind!
One tier of bureaucracy that recently had its li fe
support quietly switched off is the South West
Regional Assembly. Its demise should save a few
thousand pounds. However, my limited research of the
surviving arrangements leaves me with lingering
concerns over public accountabili ty.
I occasionally reflect that technical progress is not as
rapid as we would like to believe. Morse code
telegraphy, prominent from the 1840’s for over a
century, was digital. Queen Victoria sent the first text-
message. Renewable wind and water powered our
mill s and forges and as early as 1916 Richard Garrett
and Sons produced 3½ton battery powered delivery

vehicles. OK, we’ve also spli t the atom and invented
Velcro, the widget and i-pod.
Speaking of technical progress, I’ ve recently
experienced alignment problems with automated hand
wash machines inconveniently located in
inconveniently located inconveniences. Symbolic
instructions are clearly etched on the front of these
gleaming stainless steel creations, portraying, from
left to right, soap dispenser, water spray and air-
drying. First placing my hands to the left a jet of soap
was dispensed from the middle straight down the
plughole. Quickly moving my hands to the centre, as
hinted by the graphics, a jet of water was dispensed
from the right of the machine. Finally, moving my
hands to the right under the drier symbol a blast of
warm air from the centre blew the collected water over
my feet.  Here I must give a Health and Safety
warning. Whilst they all l ook similar and have
famili ar graphics they are not all the same and it is
worth (if alone) spending a few seconds looking up
into the aperture before use to confirm the
arrangement of the particular machine.
The financial turmoil and bonuses scandal continues.
However, the dust is beginning to settle and the
serious business of investigating Ministerial,
individual and corporate behaviour will soon begin. I
suspect some people are contemplating li fe out of the
public‘s eye, if not behind bars!
Finally, and I like to end on an optimistic note,
remember that a billi on is now only a thousand milli on
(nine noughts) and not the milli on milli on (12 noughts)
of our childhood.

Commentator

Theatre Review
Lord of the Flies
Performed at the Northcott Theatre Exeter

Willi am Golding’s Lord of the Flies, one of the most
disturbing novels of modern times, is vividly brought
to li fe in Pilot Theatre’s award-winning production.

A plane has crashed on a desolate island. The lone
survivors are a group of schoolboys. There are no
adults, no rules and before long the boys’ delicate
sense of order begins to subside. With the discovery of
‘ the beast’ , their games take on a more menacing
meaning and these once well-behaved boys quickly
turn into bloodthirsty, murderous hunters.

When the story was written, it was set in the future at
the breakout of what was considered to be World War
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III . Director Mark Romer said,  “ it still feels
contemporary now, as we're living in a time of conflict
and change.” he believes that now is a relevant time to
retell the story of Ralph, Jack, Simon, Maurice, Eric,
Sam and Piggy.

Theatre critics praised the show saying that it was a
“Terrifying and exhilarating production”. I would
happily agree. The novel has been turned into a slick
drama, scripted by Nigel Willi ams, that uses a high-
powered techno and drum'*'bass soundtrack to disrupt
the increasingly distressing scenes from Golding's
book.

The set consisted of two sections of the destroyed
plane. One part was one of the planes wings. It was
able to spin, turn and tip. The other part was the
fuselage of the plane. This was used to show the

mountain and the shelters that the boys made. It’s a
very physical production that included heart stopping
hunts and dramatic killi ngs. It used a full soundtrack
that plays throughout the play. It also uses video
projection that against the wavy, silver backdrop gave
the show just that bit more intensity.

I’ ve been reading the book of ‘ Lord of The Flies’ in
my English classes and seeing on stage helped me
understand the twisted tale of these young boys. There
are things in the stage show as well as the novel that
could affect all of us at some point in our lives.

A show like Lord of The Flies made me ask myself,
"How would I behave in the same situation? That’s
when I got a bit worried!

Chris Jones

Poetry

This I Love
 I love the countryside,
The sheltered copse,
The open moorland wide,
I love to walk in old famili ar ways
And sometimes find the unfamili ar gem,
On which to gaze.

 

I love the country lanes,
The grassy fields,
All fresh from springtime rains;
I love to roam in haunts both strange and new,
And there to find a dear famili ar flower
Of richer hue.

I love the country streams
Which dance and sing
And wind around our dreams,
Returning us to childhood's magic bright,
To picnics, fishing, paddling - summers past
Reflected light.

 

I love the country air,
Its clean sweet smell -
Can perfume quite compare?
I love to sit beneath a budding tree
And watch the birds within and with them share
Their canopy.
 
I love the country peace,
Tranquili ty
Is found and stresses cease,
I love to breathe the breath of woodlands wild,
Where nature bides her time and reassures
A world worn child.

 I love the countryside
Which God has blessed
With beauty far and wide
Rich li fe and purpose lies in each creation
And is for all a constant source
Of joy and inspiration.

Doreen Beer

Golf Society Players of
Thorverton
Sunday 22nd February, Quite a nice brisk dry
morning, also a very good turnout of members, Three
Fourballs and a Three Ball ,  everyone had there hand

in John Manns  mug to draw  there team mates for the
day ,the usual banter ,jibes, even some cases  bitter
rivalry,  which I must say is quite normal , who will
be proved right on the day, the next two & half hours
will sort the men from the boys , here are the results .
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FIRST PLACE. joint winners here  Gentleman Ken
Galvin & Peter I will sell anything Thomas  both on
17 Points,  two  good steady rounds of golf here from
a couple of our lower handicappers ,the course
condition still being quite heavy the ball stops where it
lands ,the course is  certainly playing its distance ,well
done you guys.
SECOND PLACE. Again a clutch of three here Chris
just a breeze as yet Harlow, Scott Boom Boom Hasler
,and  my good self Throbbing Bob Hyde  with a very
respectable 14 points each, again a score  not to be
mocked in the conditions .
THIRD PLACE,  Again another clutch sharing the
glory, David Hurricane Harlow, Reith I only ware
Shorts Roberts our leader and again still chasing the
front runners Andy Precious French all with 13
Points, you  can hold your heads aloft well played .

DONNA-Y-TROPHY, Winner here Simon Ette, new
to golf & new to our society, only managed to score
on the First hole, I am questioning this actually should
it be the donna- y- trophy  or the donna – how –
trophy,   no matter Simon, as I always say bad
publicity is better  than no publicity at all , Gutsy
round, kept going and laughed afterwards great .

THE MOUNTED CLUB , Shortest drive of the day
John Magic Shoes Mann our landlord with, (his words
here) had to be at least three yards in old money, so
should not be sneered at, I have seen worse .

ANNIKA TROPHY. Our man today is Simon Ette
bringing up the rear  that’s the second trophy of the
day for Simon, still trying to find a nickname for him
Im sure something will crop up in the future which
will allow us to label him , may have  a word with
Mary she must have something on him .

TWOS Competition  Phil Gizzard Oram with a 2ft
put on the 7th to clinch his 2 and Scott Boom Boom
Hasler with a 7 foot put on the 2nd to get his, correct
me if Im wrong but I believe this is the first 2 in
competition on this hole by one of our members. Both
share the pot, £ 25 each  for there endeavours , I do
not know if I should mention the prize found,  I’ m
sure they would tell there wives , wouldn’ t  they.

No Handicap Changes on the day .

Also will members always check the notice board
when they are in the  Exeter, as Reith our Leader has
plans for future  Society events . There is now a list
up for the Individual Competition, so get your names
up now or you will  miss out .

A Golf Poem

In My Hand I Hold A Ball ,
White And Dimpled, Rather Small .
Oh, How Bland It Does Appear,
This Harmless Looking Little Sphere.

By Its Size I Could Not Guess,
The Awesome Strength It Does Possess.
But Since I Fell Beneath Its Spell ,
I've Wandered Through The Fires Of Hell .

My Life Has Not Been Quite The Same,
Since I Chose To Play This Stupid Game.
It Rules My Mind For Hours On End,
A Fortune It Has Made Me Spend.

It Has Made Me Yell , Curse And Cry,
I Hate Myself And Want To Die.
It Promises A Thing Called Par,
If I Can Hit It Straight And Far.

To Master Such A Tiny Ball ,
Should Not Be Very Hard At All .
But My Desires The Ball Refuses,
And Does Exactly As It Chooses.

It Hooks And Slices, Dribbles And Dies,
And Even Disappears Before My E yes.
Often It Will Have A Whim,
To Hit A Tree Or ! Take A Swim.

With Miles Of Grass On Which To Land,
It Finds A Tiny Patch Of Sand.
Then Has Me Offering Up My Soul,
If Only It Would Find The Hole.

It's Made Me Whimper Like A Pup,
And Swear That I Will Give It Up.
And Take To Drink To Ease My Sorrow,
But The Ball Knows ... I'll Be Back Tomorrow.

Stand proud you noble swingers of clubs and losers
of balls....
A recent study found the average golfer walks about
900 miles a year.

Another study found golfers drink, on average, 22
gallons ofalcohol a year.

That means, on average, golfers get about 41 miles
to the gallon.

Kind  of makes you proud. Almost feel like a
hybrid.                                                     Bob Hyde
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History Society

.

Tennis at Newton St Cyres Newton St Cyres Tennis Club welcomes tennis
players of all ages and abili ties. We have 2 hard
courts, recently resurfaced and with new floodlighting,
situated on the Recreation Ground.
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The new season begins from April 1st. Friendly club
tennis sessions are held on Mon, Tues and Wed
mornings, Friday and Sunday afternoons and
Wednesday evenings (Summer) Thursdays evenings
(Winter). For the more competitive, singles and
doubles tournaments are organised within the club and
5 adult teams are entered into the local Leagues. We
have a strong tradition of Junior coaching, and
coaching for adults can also be arranged.

For details of membership and activities in the coming
year, please contact Tom Misselbrook (01363 77514;
tom.misselbrook@bbsrc.ac.uk) or Laura Leigh
(01647 24259; winstode.house@yahoo.co.uk), or
come along to one of our club sessions.

We look forward to seeing you soon!

Tom Misselbrook

Rugby Nutters of Thorverton

A report from our sports correspondent: Respectable
Ern (so it must be true!)

(Using the Hymns and Ar ias tune sung by Max
Boyce):

We paid our weekly tenner for a rugby weekend trip
A long weekend in London, aye, without a bit of kip.

Seats reserved in Deer Park for the chaps from Thor-ver-
ton, 

We watched the Chiefs play London Welsh and loudly
cheered them on.

And we were cheer-ing the Chiefs of Ex-eter,
And on the Sun-day saw the Saints play Wasps.

We stopped for breakfast at Chicklade along the 303,
Ern Wardle went into the Gents, he was dying for a pee.

On returning to the rest-au-rant his brow began to quiver,

He stared ahead and thought he must be looking in a
mirror!

And we were cheer-ing ……

Whilst Ern had been out of the room Ken Holmes got out
his stash,

We all received an Ern-sized nose, round glasses and a
‘ tash.

When Kenny blew his whistle it was time to put them on
And suddenly the rest-au-rant was full of Ern’s cous-ins.

.
And we were cheer-ing ……

We moved up into London to our Premier Lodge in Kew;
We dropped our bags, left for the ground, kick off was

half-past two.
No sooner were we in the bar when Ken did blow the

whistle
We donned the noses, rounded spec’s and irritating

bristle.

And we were cheer-ing ……

Our new found look was well received by the other fans
around

We had to wear the Ernie look ‘ til another whistle sound,
They said the gettup was just great, they thought it was a

lark
And we just stood li ke blokes who looked a bit li ke

Graucho Marx!

And we were cheer-ing ……
The Chiefs beat the Welsh in a fast and open game.
We moved on into Richmond to celebrate the same, 

The Sun Inn made us welcome as advised by Thorvie’s
Garth

Then Kenny blew the whistle and the locals had a laugh.

And we were cheer-ing the Chiefs of Ex-eter,
And on the Sun-day saw the Saints play Wasps.

After several pints of Guinness and some lovely Thailand
grub

We retired back to Kew and found another local pub.
The Irish barmaid was such fun she really did tease Pete
She thought he was sitti ng at the bar but he was on his

feet!

And we were cheer-ing ……

Sunday came and we moved on to see the Wasps’ big
game;

Lewsey, Shaw and Foden were just some of the big names.
Cipriani  helped Wasps to a win with kicks that seemed to

flow
And we all sat and cheered them on whilst wearing a big

nose.

And we were cheer-ing ……
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At last we came back home and called in-to the Exeter
Inn

John Mann sold us Guinness and asked us how we’d been.
We shared our laughs and reminisced, it reall y was a

hoot,
Then Kenny blew the whistle and we responded to his

toot….

Thorverton Post Office & TCT

Thank you once again for your support of our Post
Off ice and TCT Ltd’s newsagency and stationery
service. You don’ t need reminding again of how
important it is to keep supporting us in every way you
can, showing PO Ltd and the Government just how
much we value and need these local services. Our Post
Off ice, TCT and Not the Vill age Shop all help and
need each other to survive.

Easter cards are now on sale at the Portakabin as well
as a fantastic selection of other cards and stationery.
If you are feeling in a spring cleaning mood, why not
bring some of your things to us for dry cleaning or
laundering. Dulverton Laundry collects and delivers
every week.

On March 17th a small Thorverton representation
attended a public meeting at County Hall . You may
have seen something about it on TV and in the
Western Morning News? The All-Party Parliamentary
Select Committee for Business and Enterprise had
been visiting Kennerleigh where the post off ice and
shop have been able to stay open under a partnership
scheme run by PO Ltd and Devon County Council . 15
post off ices in Devon are now operating in this way
having received grants from DCC. They may not be
able to offer as many post off ice services as before,
but at least they are still open and so are the shops or
businesses which house or support them.

Representatives from all over Devon attended the
meeting; postmasters, local councill ors and parish
councill ors, shop-keepers, representatives of
community organisations and others.

Comments and questions were put to the visiting MPs,
about the value and importance of post off ices, shops
and other services to rural communities. The
consensus was that the real value of a local post off ice
to a community cannot only be measured in
profitabili ty and financial terms, but there is a
tremendous social benefit. It is often the hub of a
community and it could have a much-extended role.

Below are some of the comments made and ideas
discussed (in no particular order):

Some form of ‘ subsidy’ is always going to be needed
– only a third of POs make a profit for Post Off ice
Ltd.

Could some of the services which have been
withdrawn from PO Ltd, e.g. television licences, and
also those that have been withdrawn from outreach
services or partner off ices, be reinstated?

Having a sub-postmaster means the presence of a
trusted person in the community with useful local
knowledge.

Could more Government and Council services be
operated via the PO? e.g. collecting Council Tax,
paying fines.

Local businesses rely heavily on local POs for
banking as well as for their postal services. Extended
banking services for small businesses would be
beneficial to the local economy.

Shops and POs rely on each other in many cases for
their survival. The withdrawal of POs in some areas
of Devon could have a big impact on the tourism
industry.

Being able to draw cash, pensions and benefits
locally, means that people are more likely to spend
that cash locally rather than in the nearest town or
city.

Keeping a low carbon footprint by not having to make
unnecessary trips in and out of rural communities is
surely the best way forward.

The government’s idea that the internet should be
more widely used to access post off ice services is not
practical in areas where broadband services are
limited or incredibly slow.

The ‘credit crunch’ has put extra weight behind
several proposals put to the government recently, by
the National Federation of Small Businesses, PO Ltd
and the National Federation of Sub-Postmasters
among others, to establish some sort of People’s Bank
run through the post off ices. There was also mention
of the development of local credit unions.
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A representative from the Devon Community Council
talked about the importance of vill age halls and
community centres and how these could house and
provide for a wide range of vill age services and
activities, health and social as well as retail . Adequate
provision for parking was stressed since inevitably
some people have to travel in to rural community
centres by road.

There has been a forum set up on the web by this
Select Committee and maybe some of you have tried
to contribute to it. I (HK) personally found it quite a
lengthy process to register and then work out how to
respond to the way the questions were put and to

decide quite what to express and where, so in the end I
didn’ t! However, it is not too late to send comments,
suggestions or ask further questions but maybe it
would be easier to write to :

The Business and Enterprise Committee    7 Mill bank  London  SW1P 3JA
Tel 020 7219 5777/5779   e-mail  becom@parliament.uk

We were assured that these MPs will consider all that
they have heard and learned from the web forum and
meetings around the country, and will try to influence
the future for the better. We shall see.

Heather Kershaw  for TCT Ltd
Alli son Toogood  Thorverton’s Sub-Postmaster

Twenty-Five Years Ago
Focus April 1984

When the Clock in the Tower of Thorverton’s Parish
Church needed restoring, it was not a simple case of
taking it down to the clock-maker for a quick
overhaul.
Rather, with the machinery weighing some two-and-a-
half hundredweight and a narrow, winding staircase to
negotiate, clock restorer Malcolm Haywood had to
take the mechanism to pieces just to get it out of the
Church.
The mechanism was originally made by one John
Tickell of Crediton 240 years ago, and has only been
repaired once since –in 1903 by Cumming and Son of
Thorverton.
Every part was originally hand made, which means
that pieces are not interchangeable, and the whole
mechanism was made specifically for the Church, a
one off .   But although this did not make things easy
for the restorer, Mr. Haywood explains that the work
has been “a joy –especially because of the historical

significance”. “ I needed to use a large engineering
lathe and had to invest in larger equipment to cope
with the work. Still , after this I would like to get to do
other such clocks”.
Where possible, Mr. Haywood buil t up the original
pieces rather than replace them, and reckons that 95%
of the original metal is still there.
The clock will have a plastic case to protect it from
the dust which, suspended in oil , did much of the
damage to the mechanism. As Mr.Haywood explains
“ It is sited in a cold, airy tower, and every time the
bells ring stone flakes off and particles settle on the
clock parts.

Two boys were talking of a Sunday School Lesson
they had listened to about the Devil.
“Do you believe there really is a Devil?” asked one.
“ I doubt it” , said his worldly wise friend, “You know
how that Father Christmas stuff turned out. It’s either
your Dad or your Mum”.

The Garden in April
By the time that this thumps on your doormat, I
expect that spring will be in full swing. The very cold
spells over the last four months — and especially the
one before Christmas, stopped plant growth in its
tracks, and this spring is more like those of earlier
years before the milder winters we have had lately.
Everything this year is about four weeks later than
last.

I need not have worried about 4he shrubby fuchsias
(F. magellanica and its varieties) being cut back to
ground level in the frost — the ends of the twigs have
died back, but further back the stems are beginning to
break with tiny scarlet buds. A quick trim up with the
shears to remove the dead ends, and they’ ll be as good
as new.

Magnolias are also much later this season, but they
are starting to move now, and they look as though
they will soon have masses of flowers. The primroses
are also putting on a wonderful show this year — a
small bunch with some of their own leaves in a small
vase is a lovely sight, and they also have that
wonderful scent of spring.

When we revisited Pine Lodge Garden in February, I
bought a beautiful double white Helleborus orientalis.
It is beginning to go over now, but the flowers are still
there, and they have turned a lovely shade of lime
green as they age. I do feel that hellebores are an
indispensable part of the winter-into spring garden —
the flowers last for weeks, if not months, often turning
odd pastel colours as they go over, and after the
flower stems have been cut back the plants still l ook
tidy with their fresh green young leaves, and are a
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good foil for other things coming along behind them.
The old foliage should be removed before the flowers
begin to open — they get very taffy by the end of
winter — and this will get rid of any diseased leaves,
and leave plenty of room for new growth. I know I am
a bit late now for this year, but it is worth going over
the plants now and removing last years leaves (darker
green and probably damaged by this time, and they’ ll
look a lot better for it. Hellebores produce a lot of
seed most years — try leaving one stem on the plant
to ripen its seed, and sow these immediately they are
ripe. (Keep a close watch on them — they drop out of
the pods very easily once they are ripe.) You will
probably get a very mixed batch of plants, but, you
never know, you might just get a striking new variety
of your very own — and it will have cost nothing!

There will be lots to do this month. Go round daffodils
and pull off f aded flowers, then give the clumps a
good feed of general fertili ser to build them up for
next year. If they have become overcrowded, wait
until the leaves have yellowed, then dig them up, and
replant 3in apart. Snowdrops and aconites are best
replanted whilst still green — separate the bulbs and
replant an inch or two apart — they will soon increase
to fill up the space.

Lawn mowing will be upon us soon if the ground is
dry enough. Check over the mower, sharpen the
blades if necessary, and don’ t forget to make the first
few cuts with the blades set high.

If you have trays of seedlings to prick out, remember
to pick up the seedlings by the seed- leaves, not by the
stems, as these are very easily damaged, and any
damage is likely to let in damping-off , that bane of
young plantlets.

PLANT OF THE MONTH.

PULMONARIA OFFICINALIS. LUNGWORT.

A super plant for the front of a border, with soft,
slightly hairy silvery spotted leaves. The flowers, on
6-Sin stems open pink and turn blue, so that the plants
have a mix of colours at any one time. They flower for
several weeks, and there are several other varieties in
shades of pink or blue. I particularly like P.
‘Mawson’s blue’ with intense gentian blue flowers,
and plain green leaves, also ‘Beth’s Pink’ . Well worth
having.

Pat Brooks

Thorverton Allotments
An allotment committee has been formed  to liaise
between the allotment holders and parish council  -
who in turn liaise with the landholders, the Church
Commissioners.

First – a bit of history . Though an early engraving
shows “allotments” round the edge of the then small
town of Birmingham in 1732, those first recorded
were in Nottingham in the 1830’s. After the Enclosure
Act of 1876, land for the poor to grow food grew
scarcer. Also in  the 19th and early 20th century many
farm workers left the country for a “better”  li fe in
towns and , still on low wages , needed plots on which
to grow produce.  These early “ immigrants” were
skill ed gardeners - my Shropshire grandfather came to
Birmingham in 1901  to work with railway horses and
had an allotment  near St Andrews football ground .
His family was  self- suff icient in fruit and veg though
near the town centre.

The 1908 Allotment Act  stated that all l ocal
authorities should provide land, subdivided into
individual plots , at a small rent, for the production of
fruit, veg and flowers for the plot holders’ f amily .
Since the  war numbers of plot holders and allotments
has declined – perhaps  due to increased prosperity,
longer hours, more “ leisure” activities. Developers

have bought many others.  But demand has grown
again – firstly with the demand for organic produce
and recently for financial reasons.

In Thorverton there is a waiting list   , while 5 years
ago many lay unused. If you would like  an allotment
phone the parish clerk…or if you think you can only
manage a half share…ask around as this is an easier
way to start. Shortly we will have a notice board
where such requests can be posted.

Taking on an allotment isn’ t easy – preparing the
ground is the hardest job . Once the ground is dug,
weeded  and perhaps  manured – what to grow ?  I’ m
not an expert but here goes for easier crops.  I‘ d  plant
(almost) fail -safe crops. Surprisingly the easiest time
to have crops is winter-  sow seeds now and in July
bung your plants in  - and forget about them. (or cheat
and buy plants then). In a seedbed in April  you can
sow   all the broccolis (purple sprouting, white) ,
leeks, curly kale (very hardy and  the pigeons don’ t
like it – most people don’ t like it either) , Brussels
sprouts, Savoy and other cabbages. Sow a couple of
rows of  parsnips too,  and a row of Swiss Chard
(hardier than spinach and doesn’ t bolt…. will be ready
June on.) Sow another row of chard in July to
overwinter.   Forget “proper”  peas (too much effort)
–sow “mangetout” peas  every 2 weeks from now on
..delicious in stir fries. Broad beans? Too late to plant
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Aqualdulce -  plant a longpod variety such as
“ Imperial” .
Soak peas and beans in paraff in before planting to
deter the mice.  Beetroot can be planted now-
“Bolthardy” is reliable .  Buy some onion sets, white
and red,  and shallots,. Plant them all now (early
April ) for harvesting in August. Plant garlic too. (Try
“ The Isle of Wight Garlic Farm”) . Carrots?  Hard to
grow here I think.  Swedes ? Cheaper to buy.  Lettuce

? easy , but remember to stagger the sowings. Try
potatoes …good for clearing new ground (buy blight
resistant varieties) And don’ t forget the sweet peas.
More ideas on www.allotment.org.
Lastly, we are looking for people to occasionally
rotivate allotments for a reasonable fee…if you are
interested phone 861349.

Mary Ette

Thorverton Parish Information
(Please notify any changes to the Editor.)

AIR AMBULANCE EMERGENCY - QUOTE NATIONAL GRID REFERENCE
RECREATION GROUND – Sheet 192 SS 923019   MEMORIAL HALL FIELD – Sheet 192 SS 926019

Bus services            See inside back cover
Carers' Suppo rt Group Anne Higman, Wyndham House Surgery, Silverton.   860034.

Meetings - 3rd Wednesday of month, Wyndham House, 2.30-4.30 p.m.
Church (C of E) The Revd. Douglas Dettmer, The Rectory, Thorverton.  860332

The Revd. Sue Sheppard, Associate Minister, Autumn Haze, Rewe, 01392 841284
The Revd Hilary Dawson, Assistant Curate, The Vicarage, Stoke Canon, 01392 841928
Mrs Linda Dalton, Administration Manager, 07594 714590, linda.netherexe@btinternet.com

Church Wardens Peter Colebrook, Ockero, Thorverton.  861019.
Edwin Greed, Fortescue, Netherexe.  841231.

Consort Mary Thomas, 1 The Glebe, Thorverton.  860730.
P.C.C. Treasurer Jean Brown, Rydal Cottage, Bullen Street. 861176.
Friends of Thorverton Parish Church Trust    Emmie Aird, Kirkfoard, The Berry, Thorverton.

Church (Baptist) The Revd. Maurice Harrison, 01884 258599.
Secretary Phyllis Langdon,  860932.
Services, notice board or Focus.

Coun ty Coun cill or Cllr. Mr. M. Lee.  01363 772671.
District Coun cill or Cllr. Mr. R. M. Deed.  01392 861258.
Doctors Dr  Jon Wride & Lynne Anderson / Drs Stead, O’Brien & Ziegler. Surgery

times: see below.
Electricity (Western Power) Report a loss of power: 0800 365 900   Bill Enquiries: 0800 365 000

Street lights 0870 556 1851
Friends of Thorverton & Silverton Surgeries     Christine Walker,  881501
Gas Emergency 0800 111999
Leonard Trust   Chairman: R Hughes. Secretary: Mrs. E Hughes, 3 Dinham Mews, Exeter EX4 4EF
Library (Exeter Mobile)      EVERY WEDNESDAY, 2.55pm to 3.15pm  in the Quarry Car Park
Newspaper Reporter (Express & Echo)   Jane Ristic, 53 Silver Street, Thorverton.  860054
Parish Coun cil Chairman Cllr. Michael Ayre,
Parish Clerk Mrs Kate West, Great Pit Stables, Silverton.  861560.
Parish Coun cil Meetings 2nd Tuesday of month, at The Memorial Hall, 7.30 pm.
Parish Allotments Contact the Parish Clerk - 861560
Parish Coun cil Notice Board  Situated in School Lane, opposite the Thorverton Arms.
     IMPORTANT!- PLANNING APPLICATION NOTICES ARE DISPLAYED HERE.
Pension Service PO Box 93,  Plymouth  PL6 5WJ.      0845 60 60 265
Police Central Switchboard 24 Hours:  0845 2777444.
Post Off ice Portacabin (TCT Ltd)  Quarry Car Park, Thorverton  EX5 5NG.   860455

Mon. to Fri :  9 am.-1.00 pm.,    2 pm.– 5.30 pm.
Sat. : 9 am.-12 noon      Sun.  9 am - 10.30 am for newspaper sales only
Business Manager:     Jill Blewett, Faircop, Jericho St, Thorverton
Chair and Company Secretary: Heather Kershaw, 25 The Glebe, 860419
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Public Telephon e Kiosk Opposite the Church, outside the Bell Inn, Dinneford  St.
Schoo l (C of E Primary)  Head Teacher: Tania Markham   860374.
Schoo l Governors Chair: Clive Hamblin

Clerk: Jane Ristic, 53 Silver St.  860054
Schoo l P.T.F.A. Chair: Deishan Luffman, North Barn, Raddon, Thorverton. 860016

Secretary: Pippa Grace, 861292
Treasurer: Di Baker, 860426

South West Water 24 Hour Emergency: 0800 169 1144.           Helpline: 0800 169 1133.
Thorverton Mill ennium Chair: Dame Margaret Turner-Warwick, Pynes House,

Green Trust Silver Street  861173     Hon. secretary: Shirley Hoole.
Thorverton Rural Services Association Chair: Alan Turner, 860164
Tiverton Volunteer Centre 28, Gold Street, Tiverton  EX16 6PY.  Judy Seymour, 01884 255734.
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Thorverton Organisations

Amateur Dramatic Society     Chair: Simon Ette, 861349
Secretary: Tori Elston, 881969
Meetings - Last Wednesday of each month at the W.I. Hut.

Art Group Barrie Phillips, Crossmead, School Lane, Thorverton. 860529
Meet Fridays during term-time at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 am-12.00.

Arts Exchange Claire Cousins, Cubberley House, The Berry. 860438.
Monthly meetings in members’ homes at 8.0 pm. (see Diary)

Association Foot ball Club   Chairman: Andy Harris, 01392 851664
Secretary: David Gregory, 2 The Orchard, Brampford Speke, 841803.

Bridge Circle Graeme Culshaw, 3 The Glebe, Thorverton 860203.
Meets 1st/3rd/5th Fridays at the W.I. Hut from 7.00 p.m..

Brownies’ Leader Hannah James, 0789 403 7133.
Meet Fridays during term-time at the W.I. Hut, 5.30-7.00 pm.

Church Flower Club Meetings as advertised.
Cricke t Club Chair: Charles Kislingbury, Arley House, 19 Church St, Silverton.  860270

  Secretary: M C Denford, 14 Moorlands, Tiverton EX16 6UF 01884 255076
Fixture Sec: J Meredith, 190 Mincinglake Rd, Exeter EX4 7DS 01392 272504

Focus Magazine Chair: John Carter, Rewe.  841237
Editor: Neville Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062.
Secretary: Jane Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062.
Treasurer:  Barbara Uglow, 14 Cleaves Close, Thorverton. 860614.
 Focus deliveries – John Carter, Rewe.  841237

Friends of Silverton & Thorverton Surgeries
Coffee Mornings in The Royal British Legion Club, Silverton
held on the LAST THURSDAY of every month except December.

Golf Society Players of Thorverton Care of Exeter Inn, 01392 860206
History Society Chair: Bill Stamper, Dunelm, Raddon, Thorverton. 860214

Secretary: Phyllis Langdon, Ferndale, Bullen Street, Thorverton. 860932.
Ladies Group Meet 2nd Thursday of month,  (Venue and time - see Focus Notices).
Memorial Hall Committee  Chair: Mr Mike Shelton. Fir Tree House, Bullen Street. 861027.

Treasurer: John White, Waters Ford, Milford Lane. 860827.
Secretary & Bookings:  Jean White, Waters Ford, Milford Lane. 860827.

Memorial Hall Market 2nd Saturday of the month, at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 - 11.00 am.
Playgroup Contact: Laura Samuel (Chair) 861496.

Mon 9.30am-12pm, Tues/Weds 9.30am-12pm & Lunch Club 12pm-1pm,
Thurs 9.15-11.45am; 12.45pm- 3.15pm & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm. during term-time, at Memorial Hall.

Thorverton Ambling, Rambling and Tramping Society (TARTS)
Contacts : Caroline Prince 07749 775304 or Jean Brown 861176
See notices of walks in Old Post Office Window Bullen Street.

Todd ler Group Contact : Nic Fice 860318.
Wednesdays, during term-time, at the W.I. Hut, 9.45 a.m.-11.45.

Rainbo ws Contact Jean Pearn  860105, Penny Fice  861136,
Term-time, Tuesdays  4-5 pm at the W.I. Hut.

Royal British Legion Chairman / Hon. sec:  Bill Stamper,  Dunelm,  Raddon, Thorverton. 860214
Hon. Treasurer: Emmie Aird.

Women’s Institute Secretary: Susan  Maguire    01392 860631
Bookings:  Susan Maguire    01392 860631.
W.I. Meeting. 1st Tuesday of the month at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm.
Whist, 3rd Tuesday of the month, at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm.

W.I. Market & Coffee 4th Saturday of the month at the W.I. Hut. 10.00 am. to 11.00 am.
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Doctors’ Surgeries

THE EXE VALLEY PRACTICE

Dr JON WRIDE and Dr LYNNE ANDERSON

The Surgery, The Berry, The Surgery, 3 Coach Road,
THORVERTON EX5 5NT SILVERTON EX5 4JL
Tel: 01392 860273 (24 hours) Tel: 01392 860176 (in surgery hours)
Fax: 01392 860654 Fax: 01392 861598

www.exevalleypractice.co.uk

Surgery Hours

Mon. 2.30  -   4.30   Mon.     9.00  - 11.00
Tue. 3.30  -   5.30           Tue.      9.00  - 11.00
Wed. 10.30  - 11.30  Wed.     3:30 -    5:30
Thu. 3.00  -   5.00              Thu.      9.00  -  11.00
Fri. 9.00  - 12.00              Fri.        3.00  -    5.00

The Surgeries are OPEN at the followi ng times

Mon.   8.30  - 12.45  &  2.00  - 6.00               Mon.      8.45  - 12.30
Tue.    8.30  - 12.45  &  2.00  - 6.00               Tue.      8.45  - 12.00
Wed.   8.30  - 12.45  &  2.00  - 5.00             Wed.        3.00  -   6.00
Thu.    8.30  - 12.45  &  2.00  - 6.00        Thu.          8.45  - 12.30
Fri.      8.30  - 12.45  &  2.00  - 4.00         Fri.           2.00  -   6.00

REPEAT PRESCRIPTIONS  (Monday – Friday)   Please note that 48 hours notice is required for ALL
repeat prescriptions. Repeat Prescription line:    01392 861622

WYNDHAM HOUSE SURGERY,  Fore Street,  SILVERTON,  EX5 4HZ
Telephone 01392 860034                   www.wyndhamhousesurgery.co.uk

Dispensary Hours:     Monday to Thursday:     09.00 – 13.00  &  14.00 – 18.00
                                   Friday:                            09.00 – 13.00  &  14.00 – 17.00

Please note The doctors are happy to speak to you on the phone instead of an appointment. Please
request this from reception when you telephone.

Dr Jonathan STEAD Dr Anthon y O’BRIEN Dr Emma ZIEGLER

Monday 09.00 - 11.00 08.30 - 10.30
                            15.30 - 17.30                         15.00 -  17.30                                                                     

Tuesday 09.00 - 11.00 09.00 -  12.00
                            15.30 - 17.30                         15.00 -  17.30                                                                     

Wednesday 09.00 - 11.00 09.00 - 11.00
                            15.30 - 17.30                                                                       15.00 - 17.00                       

Thursday 09.00 - 12.00 09.00 - 11.00

Friday 09.00 - 11.00 09.00 - 12.00 09.00 - 11.00
Alt. weeks *15.00 - 16.00 Alt. weeks

(Urgent cases only)*
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Bus services

Turner’s Tours / Carmel Coaches (bus 678)  Mon-Fri. 10.09 from The Berry and the Baptist Chapel.
Return 13.35 from Exeter bus station, Stand 5.

Stagecoach (service 55B) Mon-Sat (except Bank Holidays)
To Tiverton  07.54, 08.55, 10.40, 12.40 14.40, 17.40, 18.20 from The Berry and Broadlands.
Return from Tiverton bus station. 07.25, 09.30, 11.25, 13.25, 15.15, 18.30.

To Exeter 07.53, 09.57, 11.52, 13.52, 15.42, 18.55 from The Berry and Broadlands.
Return from Exeter bus station. 07.30, 08.30, 10.15, 12.15, 14.15, 17.15, 17.55

Stagecoach 55 service runs every half-hour in each direction along the Exeter-Tiverton road, stopping at the
Thorverton turn (the Ruffwell).  Please consult Stagecoach 55 Group timetable for details of this service.

Note: New times came into effect from 12 January.

Stagecoach free service to Somerfield’s, Broadclyst, from Broadlands on Tuesdays 14.00.

Stagecoach offers a variety of concessions for regular commuters, shoppers, children, students and jobseekers as
well as one-day unlimited-use Explorer tickets. Further details from Stagecoach: 01392 427711 or 01803 664500 or
www.stagecoachbus.com or www.devon.gov.uk/devonbus.

Devonbus Timetable Information: call Traveline  0870 608 2 608  Timetables available at the Post Office
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Diary 2009
Please notify FOCUS Editor of additions or changes.

(Email : focusonthorverton@yahoo.co.uk or phone Nevill e Lane on 861062)

APRIL
Thur 2nd Ladies Group Meeting at Moss Bank, School Lane 7:30pm
Tue 7th WI Meeting, WI Hut, Aloe Vera/free facial/choc fountain 7:30
Sat 11th Saturday Market, Memorial Hall , 9:30 – 11:00
Sun 12th Easter Sunday Service at the Baptist Church 11:00 am
Thu 16th OFF THE PEG Fashion Show, WI Hut, 7-30 p.m.

Arts Exchange, Food, at Newcourt Farm House, 8.00pm
Tue 21st Whist, WI Hut, 7:30 p.m.
Fri 24th History Society Meeting at WI Hut 7:30pm
Sat 25th WI Market & Coffee, WI Hut, 10:00a.m. – 11:00 a.m.

Pudding Night, WI Hut, 7:00pm
Tue 28th TMGT AGM,  Exeter Inn

MAY
Sat 2nd Coffee morning for Thorverton and Silverton Surgeries, WI Hut, 10:00 am
Tue 5th WI Meeting, WI Hut, Resolutions 7-30
Sat 9th Saturday Market, Memorial Hall , 9:30 – 11:00
12th – 16th Church Week and East Devon Arts Festival
Wed 13th Treasure Hunt, 6:30pm More details to follow
Sun 17th Concert, Thorverton Church 3:00pm
Tue 19th Whist, WI Hut, 7:30 p.m.
Wed 20th Arts Exchange, Furniture, at Garden Cottage
Sat 23rd WI Market & Coffee, WI Hut, 10:00a.m. – 11:00 a.m.

JUNE
Tue 2nd WI Meeting Summer Party, 7.30 p.m.
Sat 13th Thorverton Country Show

Sun 14th Thorverton Country Show
Tue 16th Whist, WI Hut, 7:30 p.m.
Thur 25th Arts Exchange, “Scandinavia” , Okero
Sat 27th WI Market & Coffee, WI Hut, 10:00a.m. – 11:00 a.m.

JULY
Sat 18th Starlight Ball ,  Memorial Hall
Thurs 23rd Arts Exchange, “ Images”, Dinneford Spring

AUGUST
Sat 29th Coach trip to Torquay

NOVEMBER
Sat 7th Shopping trip to Trago Mill s, Liskeard, Cornwall


