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Editorial

A year has passed since I took on the editorial
role for Focus, and what a year it has been for
me. I knew that this was a great place to live, but
I had perhaps not properly appreciated the full
range of what goes on in the vil lage. Editing
Focus has opened my eyes to the vast array of
activity in the vil lage. July was a particularly
good month not just for village activities but also
because we were blessed with such fine weather.
I am just looking forward now to being able to
report on a successful relaunch of a shop in
Thorverton. I know that this sort of venture is
not easy, so I wish that project well .

I apologise for a couple of errors in last month's
Focus, most obvious of which was the inclusion
of the Parish Council report for June 2005 rather
than June 2006. Thank you to those who pointed
it out for me. We have included the report for the
end of June 2006 along with the report for the
end of July 2006 in this edition.

I hope that many of you were intrigued by the
photos in Rob Purvis's photo competition in last
month's Focus. I only received two nearly-
correct entries, so congratulations (and £5 each)
to Helen Roberts and to Hannah Keyte, who
each had 27 out of 30 correct. Particularly well
done Hannah, who is 10 years old. I hope that
you had some fun looking around Thorverton
from different angles. It is surprising what we
see when we li ft our heads or just look at things
more carefully. The correct answers are
published on page 2. I would be very pleased to
run another competition with a local slant if
anyone would like to provide the questions or
photos.

By the time that you read this the schools will be
on holiday and I will be looking forward to my
holiday too. Focus takes a month off, with the
next edition out in October, but please feel free
to provide reports, articles, stories, poems,
snippets or whatever at any time over the next
two months, so that Focus can continue to reflect
the full li fe that Thorverton enjoys. Have a very
good summer holiday.
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Letters

Vanessa and Karl – 14 July 2006

Congratulations on your marriage. Love and best
wishes from Mum, Dad and from Gran.

We would like to thank everyone who attended
the wedding and sent their best wishes, making
this a very special day for Vanessa and Karl and
for us.

Sue and Graham Sims.

Congratulations to Karl and Vanessa – the
Wilsons!

Hope you both enjoyed your wonderful day and
thank you so much for letting us share it with
you.  We wish you both much happiness for the
future.

Love Anth and Annabel

Solutions to picture quiz

Congratulations to Helen Roberts and Hannah
Keyte for providing correct answers.

1. The Baptist church.
2. The bridge at the ford in Silver Street.
3. The garages at the end of Broadlands near

the entrance to the allotments.
4. The railings on the bridge over the stream at

the entrance to the Memorial Hall.
5. Part of the "Free House" sign on front of The

Bell .
6. The small door in the side of the parish

church, to the right of the main door into the
building.

7. The sign about the "recreational equipment"
at the gate into the playground, next to the
Womens Inst. hut.

8. The "Thorverton Arms" sign .
9. The latch on the gate into the church yard

opposite Sunnydale on The Bury.
10. The house at the junction at the top of Bullen

Street - the view is from the pavement
opposite the beginning of Cleaves Close.

11. A statue on the top of a gate post at
Will owbrook in Milsfords Lane.

12. The sign on the gate into the parish church
yard in Dark Lane.

13. The water depth sign at the ford in Silver
Street.

14. A climbing frame in the playground.
15. At the top of Jericho Street (or possibly in

Colaton Lane).
16. A sign on some equipment in the

playground.
17. The sign to the doctor's surgery in The Bury.
18. The Womens' Institute hut.
19. The school.
20. The garage in Dark Lane at the back of the

The Meads in Dinneford Street.
21. The corn crusher in Dark Lane, near its

junction with Bullen Street.
22. The gate into the allotments at the end of

Broadlands.
23. The railing opposite Ashley Cottage,

Dinneford Street.
24. The sign on the old butcher's at the bottom of

Jericho Street.
25. A climbing frame in the playground.
26. The engraving comemorating John Herbert

Shaw, the vicar Thorverton parish curch,
1915-1940 on the wall of the church.

27. Tucked away at the bottom of the wall to the
left of the sign in 26.

28. The telephone box outside The Bell.
29. Petes Place next to the Womens' Institute

hut.
30. On top of Bury House.



Thorverton Parish Council
June 2006

Affordable Housing
The Parish Council’ s letter regarding letting
Council Housing to local people had been
passed to Cathrine Simmons who then sent
a response. Whilst her letter offered no
immediate solutions, it was sympathetic and
mentioned that the Parish Council ’ s letter
would be used as evidence in an impending
review of letting poli cy.

Planning

a) Planning Applications received to date of meeting:
i) Ref: 06/01000/TPO Application to Prune 5 no. Silver Birch Trees and fell 1 no. Silver Birch Tree

protected by TPO 10-1970 and situated within a conservation area.  29 The Glebe, Thorverton.
ii) Ref: 06/01010/FULL Erection of single storey extension following demolition of 2 garden sheds.

Colaton Cottage, Jericho Street, Thorverton. Approved.
iii ) Ref: 06/01059/FULL Change of use of redundant farm buildings to 2 no. dwellings.  Crosses Hulk

Lane, Thorverton.
iv) Ref: 06/00980/FULL Erection of wooden hut.  Land at NGR 291980 101859 Raddon Road,

Thorverton.
v) Ref: 06/01266/FULL Erection of garage, conservatory and porch.  Victoria Orchard, Dinneford

Street, Thorverton.
b) Planning decisions received to date of meeting:

i) Ref: 06/00258/LBC Listed Building Consent for the conversion of mil l to workshops and off ices,
demolition of metal silos and erection of two storey detached workshop/off ice building following
demolition of existing building.  Thorverton Mill, Thorverton.  Approved.

ii) Ref: 06/00257/FULL Conversion of mill to workshops and off ices, demolition of metal silos and
erection of two storey detached workshop/off ice building following demolition of existing
building.  Thorverton Mill, Thorverton.  Approved.

Other Parish Business

• Concerns have been expressed regarding the traff ic management measures at Latchmoor.
• PC Parr is to be asked to visit the Exe Bridge to tackle the problem of parked cars, litter and young

people jumping into the river.
• Two branches have been cut off a tree in Broadlands and a branch has been cut off a tree in the rec.

Cutting branches off trees constitutes criminal damage unless the branch overhangs your land.
• The steps on the new play equipment in the rec are to be reinstalled correctly.
• Mid Devon District Council are to publicise a campaign to Keep Mid Devon Tidy. This wil l begin on

28th October 2006 and anyone who pledges an hour of their time to collect litter will be able to claim
tree saplings or bulbs for use in the community. Group Co-ordinators are required and litter-picking
equipment will be available.

• The Common Players are not doing a summer tour this year, but will be doing autumn performances
based around apples and cider. Thorverton may jointly host a production with Shobrook. Watch this
space…



July 2006

Vacancy on Council

A vacancy currently exists on the Parish Council.  If you are interested in becoming a Councillor, please
contact the Chairman, Mike Shelton, in the first instance.  Voting for candidates by existing Council lors
will take place during the meeting in September.

Planning

Planning decisions received to date of meeting:
Ref: 06/01010/FULL Erection of single storey extension following demolition of 2 garden sheds.
Colaton Cottage, Jericho Street, Thorverton.  Approved.
Ref: 06/01059/FULL Change of Use of redundant farm buildings to 2 no. dwellings, Crosses, Hulk Lane,
Thorverton.  Refused.
Councillors agreed to allow the Chairman and the Vice Chairman to determine any applications received
over the summer break.

Other Parish Business

• After a meeting at Latchmoor Green, the traff ic management scheme has been reinstated with
dashed lines on the edge of the hatched areas to enable cars to enter them without disregarding the
highway code.

• Pipes in Dinneford Meadow, which feed the watercourses through the vil lage, are to undergo
emergency repairs after they ruptured, flooding the meadow.  The watercourses in the vil lage
should be flowing again by the time you read this report.

• It has been reported that rubbish is being dumped in the corner of the rec.  Please use the proper
rubbish collection services by Mid Devon District Council or take rubbish to the recycling centre
on the A396 between Bickleigh and Tiverton.

• Mid Devon District Council i s currently carrying out appraisals of Conservation Areas within its
boundaries.  If anyone has historic photographic records of Thorverton, or any other documents
that may be relevant, please contact the Clerk (see below).  A presentation wil l be made on the
Conservation Area later in the autumn.

• John White is to cut the overhanging branch from the hawthorn tree on the green as concerns have
been raised that the weight of the branch could cause it to break off the tree.

Rubbish Collections

Please note that rubbish collections wil l take place on Tuesday 29th August if you normally have a
collection on a Monday, and Wednesday 30th August if you normally have a collection on a Tuesday.

The next Parish Council Meeting will take place on Tuesday 12th September  2006 at 7.30pm in the
Baptist Chapel Schoolroom.  An Agenda is displayed on the Parish Notice Board prior to meetings.

Kate West, Parish Clerk
Thorvertonclerk@aol.com

[We apologise for last month’s report printed in Focus – the Parish Clerk sent us the report for June 2005]



Thorverton Memorial Hall News

Fifty-Fifty Auction

The ever-popular 50-50 Auction wil l take place
on Saturday 30th September. If you have never
been to an auction you have missed out on an
amazing experience. Viewing is from 5.00pm
with the Auction starting at 6.00pm prompt.

Items for sale can be brought to the Hall on
Thursday evening from 7.45 – 9.00pm and
Friday evening from 7.00-9.00pm. Please note,
the Hall wil l not be open on the Saturday until
the viewing time starts at 5.00pm. All items for
sale must be at the Hall by 9.00pm on Friday
evening. Please us the forms which wil l be
distributed nearer the time and remember to
mark whether the item is on a 50/50 basis or a
donation. We regret we are unable to accept
bedding or clothing for the Auction.

If you have items for collection please let a
committee member know as soon as possible.
We can arrange to collect a limited number of
items. The organisers reserve the right to bundle
small items together for the Auction.

A Midsummer Night’s Dream

Despite the threat of rain, the clouds passed
overhead and the audience for the Rain & Shine
production of “A Midsummer Night’s Dream”
were able to enjoy the evening’s entertainment in
the dry. The production was one of the best we
have had in the vil lage and was appreciated by
all present. Though the player are used to much
larger audience, they enjoyed the intimacy of the
Hall gardens and have said they would like to
return next year. So watch out for more
information later in the year.

Saturday Market/ Big Breakfast

The market will take place as usual in August,
on Saturday 12th. We hope to see you there.
Many thanks to those who gave bric-a-brac last
month and to those of you who purchased the
items. In face, you bought so much Eileen and
Peter are in need of more items again this month!

WANTED
GOOD QUALITY BRIC-A-BRAC

For the Saturday Market
Please contact Peter & Eileen Mason

or Jean White

100 Club Draw Winner for July
£50 – No 33 June Alexander

Draw Winners were:
Duck Dinner Geoff Pointing
Fruit Box Claire Heaven-Ince
Planter Dorothy May
.

Licensing

The Committee are delighted to announce that
the Hall has been granted a liquor licence. In
future the Hall Committee will run bars at any
events themselves though the bar must be
booked when the application form is submitted.



Notice Board

THORVERTON
MEMORIAL HALL

MEAT
BINGO

   

Tuesday 1, 8, 15 August
Tuesday 22, 29 August

Tuesday 5, 12 September
Tuesday 19, 26 September

Eyes Down 7.30pm

Lots of prizes to be won.

Reg. Char ity No. 203778

  THORVERTON
MEMORIAL HALL

 SATURDAY MARKET

               

Saturday 12th August,
9th September

 9.30 - 11.00am

Breakfast Bar, Books, Draw
Fruit & Veg, Plants, Cards

Bric-a-brac, Preserves,
Cakes, Jewellery etc.

100 Club Draw

Reg. Char ity No. 203778

Thorverton Arts Exchange

At Arts Exchange meetings we share our
enthusiasms for writing, music, painting, film,
craft etc. with one another. Usually there is a
theme to our choices, but occasionally an
individual member will take responsibil ity for a
whole evening. The meetings take place in
members’ homes at 8.00 p.m. The next six
meetings are:

Sep 7th Mists and Mellow Fruitfulness
Stable House

Oct 19th Doorways Campion Cottage
Nov 16th Light Ockero
Dec 7th Free choice Pynes House

New members are always welcome.
For further information contact

Claire Cousins at Cubberley House, The Berry
(860438)

  THORVERTON
MEMORIAL HALL

50-50 Auction

Saturday 30th September

Viewing from 5.00p.m.

Auction from 6.00p.m.

Bar

Sale items to Hall Thurs. & Fri. evening

Contact J. White - 860827 for more details

Reg. Char ity No. 203778



Thorverton Royal British Legion
Once again we are indebted to John White of
“Waters Ford” for re-planting the flower troughs
on the war memorial with colourful begonias.
His regular contribution of plants throughout the
year is much appreciated by many of us, and

reflects that we really do mean it when we say –
“we wil l remember them”.

E.A.

Thorverton Church Consor t

Practices (on Thursdays) are in church from 7.45 to
9.00 pm

September
Sat. 2nd 12.15 pm Pre-Wedding
Thurs. 14th Practice
Sun. 24th 4.15 pm Pre-Harvest Festival
Thurs. 28th Practice

October
Thurs. 12th Practice

November
Thurs. 2nd Practice
Sun. 12th 9.15 am Pre-Remembrance
Sat. 18th 10.00 - 4.45 Tim Jones

   Workshop
Thurs. 23rd Practice
Thurs. 30th Practice

December
Thurs. 7th Practice
Thurs. 14th Practice

January
Thurs. 4th Practice

Thorverton Junior Consort

Practices (on Mondays) are in school from 3.30 pm

September
Sat. 2nd 12.15 pm in church Pre-Wedding
Mon. 11th Practice
Sun. 24th 4.15 pm in church Pre-Harvest

Festival
Mon. 25th Practice

October
Mon. 9th Practice
Mon. 30th Practice

November
Mon. 6th Practice
Sun. 12th 9.15 am in church Pre-

Remembrance
Mon. 20th Practice

December
Mon. 4th Practice
Mon. 11th in church Practice
Sun. 17th 5pm in church Carol Service

Taste of Thorverton (No.9)

Gazpacho
This is a summer favourite of mine.  A delicious,
tasty, cold soup, easy to make:

• 4-6 thick slices of bread
• 5 tablespoons of vinegar (or part-vinegar,

part-red wine vinegar gives a softer taste)
• 3 tablespoons water
• 2 cloves crushed garlic
• tin tomatoes
• half a green pepper, cut up
• half a peeled cucumber, sliced
• one third of a teacup of olive oil

Mix the vinegar and water and pour over the
bread in a large bowl.  Allow to stand.  Mix in
the other ingredients and put through a blender
until they form a thick puree.  Add more water if
necessary and cool.  Lovely on a summer's day.

Nevill e Lane



Do you use
THORVERTON’S POST OFFICE?

Are you a member of TCTLtd yet?

Keep Supporting Our Village
Amenities

Don’t Let Them Become A Thing Of
The Past

THORVERTON COOPERATIVE TRUST LTD

Thorverton Mill ennium Green Trust
 
The Sixth Annual General Meeting wil l take
place at the Exeter Inn on Wednesday 27th
September 2006 at 7.30 p.m. to which all are
invited.
 

Shirley Hoole
Hon. Secretary

Ploughing Match

This year's match of the Cheriton Fitzpaine and
District Ploughing  Association will take place
on the 17th September, by kind permission of
Mr. Ross May. There will be the usual classes
for ploughing, roots, hay/silage and corn. Tent
classes for produce and handicrafts (adults and
children).

Further information from the Secretary, Mrs.
Vikky Anderson, Perry Farm, Cheriton Fitzpaine
Tel. 01363 866174. Look out for posters which
will give details of the site.
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Thorverton Playgroup news

The children have had a busy Spring and
Summer Term. We were invited to the Farm
shop where we met the chickens and learnt about
the different types of fruit and vegetables. In
April the children enjoyed an Easter hunt and
games on the Mill ennium field. Recently we had
a trip to the Deer Farm at Cadbury where the
many types of deer appreciated the digestive
biscuits and carrots that were fed to them.

Playgroup would like to thank the committee
members and parents/carers who offered their
time to marshal the Car Boot sale at Matford in
May .This was a huge success and we were able
to purchase some gazebos and parasols which
have been very useful for our outdoor activities.
Thanks also to the Memorial Hall committee
who have allowed us to plant a flowerbed near to
our sandpit where the children can watch their
plants grow.

The Summer BBQ took place alongside
England‘s exit from the World Cup. However,
the children had a lovely time playing on the
bouncy castles, having their faces painted and
playing in the sandpit. Special thanks to Adam
Mason and his father for manning the BBQ
although being keen football fans.

Once again at the end the term we will say
goodbye to 9 of our older children. Good luck to
Anna, Andrew, Jack, Katherine, Lucy, Gabriel,
Edward, Will iam and Abigail at their new
Schools.

Thorverton Playgroup runs Monday to Thursday
during term time at the Memorial Hall , 9.30 am-
12.00 (lunch club Tues and Thurs 12.00 to
1.00pm).  If you require further information
please contact Sara Burnand (Chair) or the
playgroup supervisor Tracy Weekes.

Finally our AGM will be held at the Thorverton
Arms on 21st September and we welcome you to
join us there at 8.00pm.

Devon County Council news

Grand Western Canal - one of the best family
walks in the UK.

The Grand Western Canal between Tiverton and
Holcombe Rogus in Mid Devon has been voted
one of the top ten family walks in the UK.

Owned and managed by Devon County Council,
the 11-mile Canal runs through the vil lages of
Halberton, Sampford Peverell and Burlescombe.
It was the first Country Park to be designated in
Devon under the 1968 Wildli fe Countryside Act

and was last year declared a Local Nature
Reserve.

The award was given by the Good Dog
Campaign which asked dog wardens the length
and breadth of the country to nominate walks in
their area and explain why they felt they were
worthy of making the top ten. The judges were
particularly impressed with Tiverton's beautiful
scenery along this family walk by the Canal and
through woods and farmlands.

Mrs Muriel Bending
The Family of the late  Mrs Muriel Bending who
passed away on the 20th June 2006, aged 84,
would like to thank everyone who attended her
funeral service held at Thorverton Church on
Friday 30th June.  The service was presided over
by the Reverend Douglas Dettmer who spoke
very kindly of our dear Mother.  The collection
held after the service was for Thorverton Church
were Mum had been a regular attendee and choir
member for many years.

We would also like to thank the ladies of the
Thorverton car service who drove our Mother to
and from the Hospital.  We would also like to
extend our deep appreciation to Mr John
Maguire for all the help he gave our Mum with
lifts to the doctors, hairdressers and other
appointments.  All these acts of kindness were
very much appreciated by the whole family.

Many thanks.



Up The Park

Shobrooke Park, Saturday July 8th

Seventeen singers and recorder players aged
from 7-11, represented Thorverton Primary
School at this year's Summer Festival at
Shobrooke Park. They sang and played songs
and rounds and their sweet rather than shouty
voices, were much appreciated by all. Other
schools entertained with drama about the World
Cup, various exciting dance sequences, a
percussion group, and Chulmleigh Community
College provided a very polished teenage band
which began and ended the afternoon show.

Our children worked hard to learn the music,
practising every Friday after lunch. The words
were clear and they kept beautifully in tune. The
recorder players had to master some fast scale
runs in the Can Can and they played that and two
rounds extremely well. The large audience
enjoyed the group's lively enthusiasm.

Many parents, grandparents, brothers, sisters and
friends came to support and also to enjoy a
picnic together beforehand. Thank you to them
for helping with arrangements and cheering us
on! Thanks also to Marj Maynard for helping
with props etc. and to Judy Gale and her
daughter for supporting us and taking photos.

If we are invited again next year, do come and
join us for a fun afternoon in the lovely lakeside
setting of the amphitheatre. Admission was free
and there was a beer and tea tent!

At present the school choir has 25 members and
is open to anyone from Years 2-6. We hope that
more children will come along and give it a try.
We start again on Sep 15th .

There is a new group for beginner recorder
players starting in September or if you have
played before and would like to take it up again,
then we can fit you into one of our existing
groups.

Mary Thomas & Heather Kershaw

Photo by Judy Gale



Farewell Mrs Renison

Sue Renison at her
retirement party after 16
years as teacher at
Thorverton Church of
England Primary School

This beautiful cake
celebrated Sue’s
retirement and Carol
Underwood’s leaving.



Thorverton’s Aeroplane!
My grandfather and I took the opportunity to
look over Tim Gilmour-White’s home-built
aeroplane after reading about it in last month’s
Focus. We couldn’ t quite believe that someone
had actually built a plane in their garage in
Jericho Street – but there it was, gleaming in the
sunshine!  Mr Gilmour-White explained that the
plane, a Jabiru J 400, had come in kit form in
three large crates from Australia and has taken
him two and a half years to build. (Tim,
surprisingly enough, is not a pilot but has built a
kit plane once before, about fifteen years ago.)

The plane, which is made of fibreglass, is 6.5m
long and has a wing span of 8.1m. It has a 120
h.p. 6 cylinder horizontally opposed air-cooled

petrol engine (which my grandfather was
especially taken with!), seats four people and
should cruise at around 120 knots (about 140
m.p.h.). Tim informed us that anyone wishing to
construct a plane in this manner (and apparently
quite a number of people do) has first of all to
contact the Popular Flying Association. This
organisation then supervises you as you put the
aircraft together and ensures that all the
necessary regulations are met. When completed,
the plane has to be flown and approved by a
Civil Aviation Authority test pilot.

Thank you for a very interesting morning, Tim.

Richard Lane



Art at Court Barton

Court Barton was home to another excellent
exhibition of art by local artists in July. The
range of art-forms ensured that there was
something for everyone: from Sally Baldwin’s
textile art to Paul Cartwright’s black and white
photography, Jane Jobling’s sculpture, Chris
Cole’s printing on textured surfaces, Gilly
Haysom’s stoneware pots, Sarah Scott’s
jewellery, Jay Collins’ f ibre art textiles, Nick and
Tom Cole’s photographs, Karen Mander’s
sculpture in stone and wood, Felicity
Shillingford’s photographs, and John Haysom’s
paintings, sketches and cartoons.  This really was
a splendid display. I must give special mention
to one piece. Harry Haysom’s painting of his
father on a Sunday (shown opposite) was
breathtakingly good. Good luck Harry, I am sure
that you have a bright future in store.

Thanks to Chris and Tony Cole for providing
such a superb venue for this exhibition of art. It
should have acted as an inspiration to many to
have a go.

Jay Coll ins with her friendship quilt

Nick Cole’s photographic prints

Harry Haysom beside his painting “Sunday”

Poetry

Water, by God, ain’ t it wonderful stuff?
Soft as a feather, indestructibly tough.
Ever here when unwanted; when wanted, unseen,
As weak as a kitten, as strong as machine.
It can cradle tall boats, it can leak from your eyes,
Energise, tantalise, hypnotise, vaporise.
As if that ain’ t enough! God, it’s wonderful stuff .



Devon’s Online Supermarket

If you’re anything like us, picking up last-minute
groceries from open-all-hours supermarkets
leaves you wracked with guilt.  Because, no
matter how good our intentions to buy local,
with busy lives, it’s inevitable that some items
will be diff icult or impractical to get hold of.
Until now that is, because Exeter-based business
Own Online have just launched a new local food
delivery scheme to help shoppers buy local, with
convenience.

The virtual supermarket is the brainchild of Dave
Stickland and Keith Rawlinson, a pair of foodies
with a passion for local products.

Over a year in the making, Own Online brings
together a full range of food, drink and
household goods. That’s the difference from
most other schemes.  You can get detergent and
loo roll, as well as ice cream, jam and quality
meats.  “I just thought, if you’ re going to live on
local food, why not buy Ecover washing
powders and cleaning products too?” says Dave.
“Everything on the website is either produced in
Devon, supplied and packaged by a Devon
company, or sourced from inside the West
Country.”

Aware that convenience is key, Dave and Keith
have even put great care into making the website
easy to use.  A coloured windmill icon lets you
know whether the produce is organic, produced
in Devon, supplied by a Devon firm or sourced
from outside the county.  Each product is also
labelled with an information icon, so customers
can learn more about the ethics of the supplying

businesses.  And once you set up your shopping
lists, you can revisit them every time you want to
shop, just adding or taking away items from the
core lists.  Great for exactly recreating the food
you had at a summer barbecue or birthday party,
and a whole lot easier for weekly or monthly
shops.

If you’re not internet savvy, there’s no need to
panic, as the guys have also set up a telephone
helpline which takes customers through the
process.

So what prompted these two foodies to start their
own food delivery business?  “To be honest, it
was our complete and utter frustration with local
food that got the ball rolli ng,” says Dave.  “The
biggest problem with it is availabil ity.  I was
tired of going to multiple locations to get
everything I wanted, and that’s the same for
most British families with two parents out
working.  The website is designed for people like
us.  It brings everything together.”

Deliveries are made every Friday, and customers
can order as late as 8am on Wednesday to get
delivery that week.  The advantage of this is that
fruit or vegetables will be bought to order,
ensuring freshness.  “Local food has got to move
on,” says Dave.  “At the moment it’s stuck in
buying bits and pieces here and there - we hope
we’re the people to change that and take local
food forward.”

Deliveries are free on orders over £50 and
there’s a £3 charge for orders below that amount.
Currently deliveries are restricted to EX1 to EX6
postcodes, but the guys plan to widen this as
soon as possible.

There’s also an environmental benefit - the
shopping is delivered in reusable containers,
which get picked up the next week, eliminating
all those carrier bags.

Dave Stickland



First Aid Course

Would you know what to do in a life
threatening emergency?

Many of us don’t like to think about what would
happen if a member of our family, a close friend
or a work colleague were to suffer a severe
medical emergency.  However, if this did happen
would you have the vital life saving skil ls
available to make the crucial difference in the
minutes that really matter – the minutes
immediately after the emergency occurs.

There can be no more serious an emergency than
a cardiac arrest, maybe as a result of an event
such as a heart attack, a stroke or a serious
accident.  It is perhaps a sobering thought that
only 1 in 11 people in the UK have been trained
in Basic Life Support (BLS).  The very skil l that
is essential in the early minutes after a cardiac
arrest occurs, before the arrival of the
professional services, if the patient is to have a
good chance of survival.

In recent years medical techniques and
technology; not only in hospital but on scene
have advanced immensely.  Resources such as
the Air Ambulance, and initiatives such as
Community First Responders (the ambulance
service making use of trained members of the
community), mean that a trained person can be
with a casualty much quicker. Defibril lators,
needed to shock the heart back into the correct
rhythm, are now strategically placed within local
communities.  However, in many cases this is to
no avail if nobody has commenced BLS on the
cardiac arrest victim.

In 1992, Dr Richard Cummins, based at a
hospital in Seattle USA, carried out research into
a cardiac arrest victims best chances of survival.
This research, which is known as the ‘Chain of
Survival’ now forms the very basis of first aid
thinking.  He said that if the following events
could all happen in order, the victim stood the
best chance being revived.

EARLY EARLY EARLY EARLY
CALL FOR BLS DEFIBRILLATION HOSPITAL
HELP CARE

This may not seem like rocket science, but just
common sense.  However, the ground- breaking
results from Richard Cummins’ research was the
figures he used to back up the chain.  He
concluded that when somebody goes into cardiac
arrest, if somebody starts basic life support (or
bystander resuscitation), within two minutes; and
a rescuer attends with a defibril lator within eight
minutes, the victims chances of survival are
85%.

For each minute that passes without somebody
carrying out the BLS, that victim’s chances drop
by 10%.  That means that if a defibril lator is on
scene after eight minutes and nobody is carrying
out BLS, the victim’s chances will be only 5%.

Whilst Thorverton is not a particularly remote
location, at busy times precious minutes can slip
by until an ambulance arrives in the village.
Therefore, we can see how essential it is that as
many people as possible are trained in BLS.

And this is only talking about the serious event
of a cardiac arrest.  Fortunately people don’t
suffer serious emergencies like this in a village
the size of Thorverton every day. The
emergencies that are more commonplace can
still benefit in the same way from having people
with just basic training available to take charge
of the situation.

Falls, fractures, wounds and bleeding can all
become life threatening if they are left untreated;
and then we need to give consideration to other
medical emergencies such as Epilepsy, Diabetes
and Angina.

In just a few hours any member of the
community can be trained in the skills needed to
deal with any of these situations.

On September 9th, Peninsula First Aid Training
will be holding a one day course in Thorverton,
which will serve this very purpose.  Why not give
consideration to whether you have the skill s
available to deal with a first aid emergency?
David Tucker has been associated with First Aid
for over 20 years through his membership of St
John Ambulance;  he is also a WestCountry
Ambulance Community First Responder in North
Devon.

David Tucker



Golf Society Players of Thorverton
There have been two GSPOT competitions since
the last Focus, the results of which  were;

Sunday 25th June

This was a Texas Scramble Competition.

The inning team was Rob Flatt, Phil Beasley and
Roger Flitney.

Second were Geoff Bulley, Fred Phill ips and
John Mann.

Friday 14th  July

Joint Winners John Mannn,Mark Cummings and
Robin Tooze.

The booby prize David Harlow.

The knockout competition has now finished and
the GSPOT singles matchplay champion for
2006 is Bob Hyde.

The next dates are  Friday 11th August, Sunday
27th August and Monday 28th August(Texas
Scramble).
In September the dates will be Friday 14th and
Sunday 24th.

Anybody interested in joining us wil l be more
than welcome, just turn up at the Exeter Inn at
10.30am on the Sunday or 1.30pm on Friday.

David Harlow
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 The Raddon Team Ministry
The Church of England

welcomes you!

AUGUST
SERVICES & INFORMATION

The Raddon Team Ministry & The Stoke Canon Benefice

August 6     The Transfiguration of Our Lord

8 am
9 am
9.30 am
10 am
10 am
10 am
11.15 am
5 pm
6.15 pm

6.30 pm

CADBURY
COWLEY
HUXHAM
NEWTON ST CYRES
THORVERTON
UPTON PYNE
REWE
STOKE CANON
POLTIMORE

BRAMPFORD SPEKE

Holy Communion (BCP)  RP
Holy Communion (T)  JB
Holy Communion (C)  DD
Family Service—Holy Communion (C) RP
Holy Communion (T)  CH
Service of the Word  Lay Team
Family Service—Holy Communion (C) DD
‘Service with a Smile’ �  (SW)
Open-air ‘Songs of Praise’ around the Churchyard Cross  DD
Barbecue follows—all are invited
Joint Service at the Baptist Chapel

August 13     Trinity 9

8 am
9 am
10 am
10 am
10 am
11.15 am
3 pm
6.30 pm

THORVERTON
UPTON PYNE
NEWTON ST CYRES
POLTIMORE
THORVERTON
COWLEY
BRAMPFORD SPEKE
CADBURY

Holy Communion (BCP)  DD
Joint Service—Holy Communion (T)  AS
Holy Communion (C)  RP
Group Service—Holy Communion (C) & Baptism  DD
‘At Your Service’ �
Holy Communion (T)  JB
Holy Baptism  DD
Evening Prayer (BCP)  RP

August 20     Trinity 10

8 am
9 am
9.30 am
10 am
10 am
10 am
11.15 am
11.15 am
6.15 pm
6.30 pm

NEWTON ST CYRES
COWLEY
POLTIMORE
BRAMPFORD SPEKE
STOKE CANON
THORVERTON
REWE
UPTON PYNE
HUXHAM
NEWTON ST CYRES

Holy Communion (BCP)  RP
Holy Communion (T)  RP
Holy Communion (C)  DD
‘Service with a Smile’ �   RO
Service of the Word  SL, GS
Joint Service—Holy Communion (T)  HW
Family ‘Pet Service’  SS
Holy Communion (T)  DD
Evening Prayer (BCP)  DD
Choral Evensong (BCP)  RP

August 27     Trinity 11

8 am
9 am
10 am
10 am
10 am
11 am
4 pm

BRAMPFORD SPEKE
UPTON PYNE
CADBURY
NEWTON ST CYRES
REWE
THORVERTON
HUXHAM

Holy Communion (BCP)  RP
Holy Communion (T)  JB
Holy Communion (T)  RP
Joint Service—Holy Communion (C)  AS
Group Service—Holy Communion (C)  DD
Joint Morning Service at the Baptist Church
Holy Baptism  DD



September 3     Trinity 12

8 am
9 am
9.30 am
10 am
10 am
10 am
11.15 am
5 pm
6.15 pm
6.30 pm

CADBURY
COWLEY
HUXHAM
NEWTON ST CYRES
THORVERTON
UPTON PYNE
REWE
STOKE CANON
POLTIMORE
BRAMPFORD SPEKE

Holy Communion (BCP)  DD
Holy Communion (T)  JB
Holy Communion (C)  AS
Family Service—Holy Communion (C) DD
Holy Communion (T)  RP
Service of the Word  Lay Team
Family Service—Holy Communion (C)  JM
‘Service with a Smile’ �  (SW)
Evening Prayer (BCP)  DD
Joint Service at the Baptist Chapel

Daily Services   Usual pattern—see the Sunday leaflet available in church for the daily services each week

Morning Prayer Evening Prayer
7.30 am Thorverton  (Tuesday – Friday) 5 pm Upton Pyne  (Tuesday)
8.30 am  Thorverton  (Saturday) 5 pm Newton St Cyres  (Thursday)

Holy Communion 9.30 am   Thorverton  (Last Wednesday of the month)

DD = The Rev Douglas Dettmer, Priest-in-Charge
RP = The Rev Richard Potter, Associate Minister in the Raddon
Team

RO = Mrs Rona Orme, Reader in the Raddon Team
NO = Canon Professor Nicholas Orme, Reader in the Raddon
Team

JB = The Rev John Benton
BB = Mrs Bridget Boxall
DB = Mr David Boxall
AB = Mrs Annabel Branney
CC = Mr Chris Cook

JC = Mrs Jane Cook
JD = Mrs Julia Dallen
CH  = The Rev Chris Hughes
GK = Mrs Gwynneth
Keehner
SL = Mrs Sue Longridge

JM = Prebendary
John Mapson
SM = The Rev Sue Martin
VM = Mrs Val Mills
DP = Mr David Perrott
VQ = Mrs Valerie Quinn

JS = Mr John Sandford
GS = Mr Guy Sheppard
SS = The Rev Sue Sheppard
AS = The Rev Alan
Simmonds
HW = The Rev Harold Whitty

Services marked �  at Stoke Canon (‘Service with a Smile’) and Thorverton (‘At Your Service’) are led by lay teams

Sund ay Services

Your local parish churches aim to provide a variety of service types to meet the needs of the whole community.
Everyone is welcome at all services!  Most Sunday services except those early in the morning include hymns and music.

Family Service 
�

 Services carrying this symbol are designed for all ages and with the needs of young children
especially in mind.  They are informal and contemporary in style, sometimes including a children’s activity before the
service; without communion.  Services usually last about 35 minutes and are followed by refreshments

Family Service—Holy Communion (C) Relatively short and informal celebration of Holy Communion in
contemporary language, for all ages (about 45 minutes)

Holy Communion (C) Traditional service in contemporary language (one hour)
Holy Communion (T) Traditional service in traditional language (one hour)
Holy Communion (BCP) Very traditional, quiet and reflective service from the Book of Common Prayer (45 minutes)

Service of the Word (SW)  Morning Service (without communion) in contemporary language, often lay-led
Morning Prayer (BCP) Very traditional Morning Service (Mattins) from the Book of Common Prayer (about an hour)
Evening Prayer or Choral Evensong (BCP)   Very traditional Evening Service from the Book of Common Prayer

Y2J Young people’s group meeting during the 10 am service at Thorverton on the first Sunday of the month in term



Letter from Rev. Dick Potter
A letter to the churches and communities of the
Stoke Cannon benefice and the Raddon team

I am honoured that Douglas Dettmer has invited
me to contribute to the church and community
magazines in the Stoke Cannon area on the same
occasions as my Raddon  letters.  Though I have
yet to get to know the folk on the “ East Bank” , I
hope that my occasional efforts will be of value.

NOT ANGLES BUT ANGELS

Legend has it that Pope Gregory saw some
slaves from the Angles (a tribe in Britain) in the
market place at Rome, and struck by their fair
hair and good looks, asked who they were and
where they came from.  “Angles from Britain” ,
he was told.  “Not Angles but Angels” , he is
supposed to have joked, but was immediately
troubled to find that they were not Christians,
and that the church authorities in the Papacy had
no knowledge of Christian Churches in the
island of Britain (from which the Roman Empire
had withdrawn many years before).  And so
came about the famous mission, led by St.
Thomas, which led to the establishment of new
churches, the building of the first Canterbury
Cathedral and the appointment of Thomas as the
first Archbishop of Canterbury, and later the
spread of the Church across the country.

However, history reveals that in fact there were
already many Christians and Christian churches
in Britain before St. Thomas came, but that the
centralization and good organisation of the
Western church (directed from Rome) tended to
obscure what was already there, so that sadly it
was not for many centuries that the faith and
influence of these earlier groups were
appreciated.  Indeed, even in our own times, the
Celtic contribution to prayer and worship is still
being explored.

This letter is not meant to be a history lesson!
The challenge of a new area of witness and
proclamation which comes about with the
creation of the new “Mission Community”
combining the churches of the Stoke Cannon
Group and the Raddon Team has reminded me

of the “Not Angles But Angels” story in two
ways.  Firstly, for each group comes the
challenge of new opportunities, not for us across
the sea, but instead just across the river.  Too
often in the past we have only been concerned
with our own church, parish or group.  Perhaps
we need to be reminded that Our Lord sends us
into the world to proclaim his gospel to ALL
men and women, not just those on the doorstep.
Perhaps he is now sending us into each other’s
areas to share new power, new ideas and new
opportunities to bring his love to those who need
it so much.

Secondly, let us also learn from the mistakes of
the past in Britain and be very sure that we
acknowledge and appreciate the faith and
achievements of the other group, and try to learn
how better to value and use the work that is done
by other Christians.  (Those of you who
remember the book “1066 And All That” may
recall the misquotation: “Not angels but
Anglicans”)  Our mission must be shared not
only with each other but with the other Anglican
churches of the Cadbury deanery area, stretching
across mid-Devon from Cowley far out beyond
Crediton, and also with the other Christian
Churches of the area.  And for us the “Angles”
that we are called to serve are all around us –
even next door!

I know that there are some who read these letters
who are not Christians.  If you are one of them, I
trust that you will acknowledge that we who do
follow Jesus must try to share his love with
others, and that means YOU.  However, we must
also respect your freedom to make your own
decisions about life.  All we want to do is to
make sure you have the best possible resources
with which to make your decisions!

With best wishes to you all.

The Revd R.A.Potter is Associate Minister in the
Raddon Team of Churches.

Dick Potter



Baptist Church News

Middle East Crisis

As Israel launched air raids on Southern
Lebanon in response to the capture of two of
their soldiers and Hezbollah rocket attacks,
Lebanese Baptists responded by opening up
Beirut Baptist School to refugees from the
bombardment. More than 500 people were
housed in the school, which is situated in the
badly-hit west of the capital. A team of 12 have
been providing food, medicines and washing
facil ities for those who have fled their homes.

At the same time, teams have gone out from
from the Arab Baptist Theological Seminary just
outside the city. Every day they have been able
to distribute reli ef packages for up to 100 people.

The Lebanese Baptist Society has been heavily
involved in these relief efforts. Its executive
director said: "When you see old ladies sleeping
on the ground, you cannot but help."

The Baptist Missionary Society World Mission
has pledged over £10,000 for this relief work
although it is recognised that problems with the
banking system due to the bombings may delay
payments on the ground.

Water Shortage

A seaside Baptist church recently found a novel
way to beat the drought recently - they baptised
nine candidates in the sea.

Over 300 spectators gathered on the beach to
watch the ceremony, organised by Seaford
Baptist Church. Senior Minister Revd Gary
Woodall said: "In the light of the recent
heatwave and water shortage in the south-east
we didn't believe it would be right to  fill the
baptistry in the church with much-needed water.

"So, we took the decision to hold the service on
the beach and conduct the baptisms in the sea."

Before being baptised, each person took the
opportunity to explain why they were taking this

step and the difference that being a Christian had
made in their lives.

The event attracted quite a lot of attention
locally, with the press displaying the headline
"Baptism on the beach."

Elections in Congo

Elections in this tragically war-torn country are
due on 30th July, though there is a risk they
might be postponed in the light of fears
concerning corruption. The country has gone
through five years of horrific civil war with an
estimated death toll of 3.8 mill ion.

In the midst of widespread atrocities and
dreadful disease the more than 1.5 mill ion
Baptists of this vast country have a vital role to
play in keeping hope alive. The general secretary
of the largest Baptist group there, Revd Dr
Andre Bokundoa, declared recently: "Life in
Congo is tough...People die of AIDS, people die
of malaria - most of all , people die of poverty.
We don't have a social care system.  The Church
does something, but it's not enough."

It is widely feared that whoever wins the
elections will not be accepted by rival
candidates. Dr Bokundoa urges Baptists to fight
corruption. He also encourages Christians to
stand for off ice so that they can use their
Christian standards to good effect. "Some
pastors are standing in this election, and I
support that. If there are Christians in parliament,
things can change."

(Information based on Baptist Times of 20-07-
06)

Maurice Harr ison, Minister

It is He who was ordained by God
 to be Judge of the living and the dead

Acts Ch10 v 42.

Jesus Christ is the Inescapable One. We must
either receive him in this life as our loving
Saviour or stand before Him in the life to come
as our Eternal Judge.



I read a story once about a doctor who made it
his chief concern in matters of religion to
degrade the character and dignity of Christ. He
viewed the Saviour with so much contempt that
he always spoke of Him in a demeaning way by
calling Him “the carpenter’s son” .

Eventually, the doctor became terminally il l.
During the weeks before his death, he became
very agitated. He remarked to the person
attending to him, “I’ m a dying man, and what
affects me most of all i s that I must be judged by
the carpenter’s son!”

That doctor faced the terrible future that awaits
all who reject Christ. Yet, even in his last
conscious moments, if he had trusted Jesus as
Saviour he could have found peace and received
eternal salvation.

How have we been treating Christ? Remember,
“the carpenter’s son” is the Son of God. Trust
Him today! You will receive the blessing of
salvation-not the sentence of condemnation .

On Sunday 9th July we joined up with Brampford
Speke Baptists, for an evening with our Link
Missionary, who was on home leave from her
job in a very dangerous part of the world. She
showed us pictures of her work and the area, and
of her work colleagues. It is so interesting to talk
with her, instead of just hearing from her in
Emails. And of course a delicious tea was
prepared for us all .

On Saturday 15th July, we were invited to our
South Street-Exeter Church, for tea and a
farewell service for our Senior Regional Minister

for the South West Baptist Association-Revd.
Jonathon Edwards. He will be leaving in the
Autumn for duties at our Head Off ice at Didcot,
and will be the new general Secretary of the
Baptist Union of Great Britain. He will be
gratefully missed by us all, and during that
service with the wonderful accolades being
given on his work, I’ m sure there were many
tears.

A complete change around now, at the Exeter
off ice, taking Jonathons place will be the other
Regional Minister-Revd Jeremy Brown ( who
likes to be known as Jez) with a new man
coming in to take over from Jez-as the other part
of the team. We await for more news on this, and
we wish Jonathon, Sue, and the children all the
very best, in their new home and work. We shall
miss them.

We would like to announce to all our friends and
supporters that Thorverton  Baptist Church wil l
be celebrating their Harvest Festival on
September 17th this year, a complete change for
us, Sunday morning at 11-00am, No Sunday
evening service, and the Monday celebration
starting with a tea for all at 5-00pm, then a short
Church Service at 6-00pm, with the Auction of
produce to follow. So please remember the date
17th/18th September, and we look forward to
seeing you all then.

Sunday morning services, are at the usual time of
11-00am, and we give a warm welcome to all.

Phylli s Langdon.

At your service

Sunday 13th August, 10 a.m.

Thorverton Parish Church
• A shorter service for all ages
• Activity for children – 9.50 a.m.
• Why not stay for refreshments?

Also on 10th September  and Harvest Service on
24th September



Cartoons





TARTS news

We have had two excellent walks in July and, as
this goes to press, look forward to an evening
one on the 26th to be led by Mary Ette.

On July lst Caroline took a select four and a dog
on a hot day on a most varied and interesting
walk starting at Withypool with a visit to the
vil lage shop and walking along the riverside
through water meadows to lunch in the pub at
Tarr Steps. We crossed the river and returned up
a steep hill over meadows with lots of flowers,
sheep and cattle and back to our cars.
Unfortunately our resident naturalist was not
with us to help us identify the flora and fauna -
we saw deer, fish, butterflies and lots and lots of
brill iant turquoise dragon flies.

On July 15th Ray led another enjoyable walk on
another hot day climbing from Moreton-
hampstead to Cranbrook Castle with spectacular
views, followed by an excellent lunch at the
White Hart. Thank you Caroline and Ray.

Forthcoming walks

Saturday August 5 – Bideford / Appledore /
Instow / Bideford, 7/8 easy miles. To be led by
Alan Kellow

Saturday August 19 – Jenny Garne leads a
short walk - Newton St Cyres area

Saturday September 2 – Jim Northcott will
organise a circular walk from Bampton about 7
miles

Saturday September 16 – Heather and Royston
Kershaw take us a walk of about 4½ miles.
Details in Old Post Off ice window nearer the
time.

Saturday September 30 – Pat and Ian Grimble
take us on a Dartmoor walk Steps Bridge /
Mardon Down area 7½ miles - bring picnic.

Everyone welcome – all walks start from the
Bell at 9.30 unless stated otherwise.  Notices are
posted in the Old Post Off ice Bullen Street. If
you want further information please contact
leader or Shirley Hoole 860018.

Shirley Hoole

Women’s Institute

Mr Whitton from Whitton and Lang in Exeter
gave a very interesting talk on Antiques at our
June meeting.

To find out how knowledgeable we were
regarding antiques he gave us all a question and
then passed around various objects. He asked
what we thought each item was, what its present
value was and what age we considered it to be.

One of the articles was an Apostle spoon which
was hallmarked silver. To the untrained eye it
appeared a lovely thing but in reality it was a
fake with the great value of £3!

Other articles included a snuff box
commemorating the death of Nelson. This was
dated 1805 and was worth between £2000 -

£2500. For some reason he kept a very close eye
on us as we handled it!

He informed us that silver with a lions head on
must have 92 and a half percent in it. He also
informed us that silver shouldn't be cleaned too
often.

The quiz was very interesting and so were our
replies to the various articles.

Mr Whitton spoke about the entries that we had
bought for our own competition and declared
Marion Parr the winner.

Mary Stevens won the flower of the month with
a red rose and Sybil Tulloch won the draw.

Sylvia Gregory



25 Years ago

Focus September 1981

Thorverton W.I .
The July meeting took the form of the usual
Garden party, which was held this year on July
7th at Willowpark, by kind invitation of Mrs. C.
White. The weather was very kind and the
motorists among the members picked up their
friends in the Bury to ensure a good attendance
of 39 members. The ladies in their summer attire
made a pretty picture surrounded by the lawns
and trees in the background. Mrs. Ayre presided
and Mrs. Stevens acted as Secretary, in the
absence of Mrs. Maguire. The business consisted
mainly of news about group competitions and
new group arrangements. Also the grim news
that the annual subscription was going up to £3.

Mrs Haywood then gave her report of the
Annual Meeting at the Albert Hall in June. She
mentioned that the President, Mrs. Batty Shaw’s
message to all W.I. Members was to encourage
younger members. The guest speaker at the
Albert Hall , Professor Roy Strong of the V. & A.
Museum, spoke on our National Heritage and
asked that W.I. Members should be encouraged
to photograph everyday events in the country -
sheep dipping, bread making etc. and not just
family snapshots.

The next item on the evening’s programme was
the serving of refreshments provided by the
Committee, and enjoyed by all. Miss Plucknett
thanked the Committee for the generous repast
they had provided and Mrs Ayre thanked Mr.&
Mrs. White for the kind invitation to use their
garden. The Competition – one lovely rose was
won by Miss Diane Stevens and the flower of the
month award went to Mrs Adams. Draw prizes
were won by Mrs. Martin and Mrs. Ayre.

August Meeting
Mrs. Ayre, the President, was in the chair for the
August Meeting and Mrs. Stevens again acted as
Secretary. Mrs. Ayre reported that the profit
from the Donkey Derby

(W.I.Stall ) was £13. After much discussion it
was agreed to have an outing to Bath on August
26th. The speaker, Mr. Cole, spoke on Nuclear

Power, and gave the members a great deal of
information on a subject which is very much to
the fore these days. He was thanked by Mrs.
Griffin. Tea hostesses were Mrs. Roberts, Mrs.
Sheldon, Mrs. Stevens and Mrs. Selli ck. The
Competition - a Pot Plant - was won by Mrs.
Stevens, 2nd Miss Stevens and Mrs. Hayes. The
flower of the month cup was won by Mrs.
Adams and the draw by Mrs. Langabeer.
M.Beedell.

Extracts from “ Devon Weekly Times” Feb. 6th

1863, onwards sent in by Alex Fice.
March 13th ----Wedding of the Prince of
Wales.
Wedding on Tuesday (March 10th?). no plans
made by previous Thursday, “but on that day a
few of the tradesmen, wishing to show their
loyalty, determined to see what could be done.”

Then to Thomas Crosse Esq. who with his
wonted liberality---headed the list with a liberal
subscription-committee formed-money collected.
The vil lage was gaily decorated and at two
o’clock on Wednesday, upwards of 900 sat down
to a substantial dinner of roast beef and plum
pudding. The health of the Bride and
Bridegroom was drunk most heartily, with nine
times nine, and one cheer more, led off by that
well known sportsman, Mr. Potter, of
Yellowford. Various games took place and a
splendid bonfire was lit up in the evening. The
inhabitants of all classes were bent on a day’s
enjoyment, and they carried it out merrily.

Another whip round next day, for a treat for the
women and children. In the middle of the town
where the dinner had taken place the day
previous, about 400 women were regaled with
tea and cake and enjoyed themselves right
merrily. During the afternoon there was a variety
of rural sports. The bells rang joyous peals; and
in the evening, a dance took place at James’ Bell
Inn, where the lads and lasses tripped it merrily
till the small hours.

Great praise due to T. Crosse Esq. Mr. Turner
(Bidwell), Mr. Haydon, Mr. Skinner and Mr.
Row, the organisers, and we are glad to state that
the tradesmen vied with each other to give éclat
to the proceedings.

Ken Maynard



Thorverton and District History Society

VISIT TO DOWNES, CREDITON
Moses Gould, a prosperous Exeter merchant,
acquired the Downes estate in 1692, and thereon
built a grand country residence in local brick,
much of which survives. His granddaughter
married James Buller in 1739, so establishing the
Buller connection. Apart from this well-known
association, the house provides a colourful
tapestry of the great and powerful families of
England, and particularly Devon and Cornwall,
in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries.

Our party of over 30 were divided into two
groups for an expertly guided tour. We
commenced in the Main Hall where items of
interest included two fearsome looking shields
presented to the then Colonel Redvers Buller by
the Ladies of Cape Colony, and a portrait of Sir
Jonathan Trelawney.

Then we ascended the wonderful gated staircase
adorned with portraits of the famil ies associated
with Downes colourful past. The crowning glory
is the wonderful high relief plasterwork ceiling
by James Abbot. Whilst thought to have been
totally white when new, the current “chocolate”
background enhances the effect. A large arched
window incorporating a vivid stained glass
surround naturally lights the stairway, now
complemented by a 20th century deco style
pendant light fitting.

Beneath the stairway hangs a collection of 18
watercolours by war artist Andrew A Johnson,
painted 1869 – 1880, depicting scenes from the
Zulu war.

The adjoining Long Hall contains a fine
collection of family portraits whilst the light and
spacious dining room in the east pavilion is
home to a spectacular Victorian silver
centrepiece by Stephen Smith of London. Other
reminders of the strong General Buller
connection are shields and spears of Zulu and
Ashanti warriors.

The Panelled Room at the west end of the Long
Hall i s a comfortable family room, the focal
point being the 1604 carved over mantle,
predating Downes by almost 100 years. The wall
panell ing surmounted by 20 shields conveys
family connections with the Beauchamp,
Watney, Portman, Trelawney, Gould and other
notable families.
Our house visit ended in the small museum
which depicts the life and exploits of General
Buller. A modern painting of a battle with Zulus
reminded us of the horror of war. Recognition of
Buller’s humanity and bravery in rescuing fellow
members of the Frontier Light Horse serves as a
counterbalance to latter day criticism of his
strategy and leadership in the 2nd Boer war.

Whilst General Sir Redvers Buller is the person
we remember, it was his father, James
Wentworth Buller MP who did much for
Crediton and district and who is perhaps
regarded locally with the greater affection.

Our visit concluded with a pleasant stroll around
the grounds.

Barr ie Philli ps



Glimpses Of The Past: 1844 (Part 2)

Before the railway line to Exeter was completed,
the presence in the district of the itinerant
navvies who built it was indicated, you may
remember, by the account of a fire at Raddon
Court Barton, possibly caused by the pipe of one
of the men sleeping there. Further evidence is
contained in the church registers for 1844 which
show the baptisms of children of a "labourer on
the railway" and a "railroad labourer", neither of
whom had traceable local connections. Even
after they had moved on in the direction of
Newton Abbot and, later, Plymouth they were
not immediately forgotten: in September the
Western Times reported that A correspondent,
who writes from Thorverton, complains that
many of the shopkeepers at that place, Rew,
Stoke and Silverton, who gave credit to the
excavators when at work on the railway in that
neighbourhood, have not yet been paid. He
wishes this fact to be mentioned for the benefit of
other localiti es, where it may operate as a
caution.

As well as accidental fires, such as the the one
for which a navvy may have been responsible,
there were others that may have been started
deliberately. Two fires took place at Thorverton
last week, by which two houses, about 500 yards
apart, and their contents were destroyed; several
hogsheads of cider and a good quantity of straw
were consumed. Owing to the skill and exertions
of Mr Row, agent to the West of England Office,
who managed the engine, the progress of the fire
was checked. Two more fires occurred a day or
two later, which destroyed two dwelling houses.
The fact that all four fires started on the outsides
of the buildings, not indoors, caused strong
suspicions of arson.

A definite, undeniable crime was theft: Mr
George Radmore of Easton Farm, has had five
pounds worth of poultry stolen from him within
the last two months. Mr Brice, of Batcombe, has
had many couples of ducks, fowls, &c., stolen;
and others have been robbed to a considerable
extent. There appears to be a most prevaili ng
disposition among a certain class in this town, to
indulge in this reprehensible propensity, and
who prefer thus to rob the inhabitants of
property, rather than obtain a living by honest
means and good conduct. The parishioners

would best regard the protection of their
property by appointing a nightly watch or patrol
- it would be comparatively inexpensive; it might
prevent the work of robbery, which is now so
daringly practised here, and lead to the
detection of those worthless characters with
whom Thorverton is at present infested. It cannot
be forgotten to what extent this very nefarious
system of plunder was practised last year, when
orchards were almost nightly robbed, and turnip
fields extensively plundered. Experiences of
these things manifest the urgent necessity of
adopting some effective means to protect
property and discover the offenders.

Easton was the 63-acre farm and Batcombe the
128-acre farm, with their farmhouses on the lane
past Bidwell , which in those days between them
accounted for the land north of Bidwell and
south of Pitt. Bidwell itself lost its tenant farmer
this year: aged 70, James Thomas, Esq., of
Bidwell House ... Benevolent, hospitable and
kind-hearted, his death will be regretted by all ,
from the rich to the poor, not only in the parish
in which he resided, but by a large circle of
those who had the pleasure ofhis acquaintance.
The Thomases of Bidwell were a prominent
local family, yet there is no sign of a gravestone
for James. However, a slab marking the burial
place of his father can be seen protruding from
under a pew inside the church, which suggests
that he was interred in one of the family crypts
that were later covered with new-seating.

Another death was recorded in the press in very
different terms: A funeral took place a few days
since in Thorverton, when the remains were
followed to the grave by the father, mother,
seven brothers and a sister of the deceased; the
average height of these ten persons being five
feet eleven inches. Since the poor fellow who
inspired this somewhat bizarre item was not even
named, let it be belatedly recorded here that he
was Thomas Heam, aged 30, the son of Matthias
Heam, a vil lage farrier, and his wife, Sarah.

1844 saw the establishment of a fresh
educational enterprise here: Mr George Brock
respectfully informs ... of his removal from
Exeter to Thorverton, where he intends
commencing the duties of his school on Monday,
the 15th July. The 1851 census would show Mr
Brock's Commercial School for boarders and



day-boys, where Mrs Brock also took day-girls,
probably the daughters of nearby farmers, in
Silver Street, apparently in a part of "Brookside"
or across the road in "Brook Lodge", though a
property valuation of 1846 shows him as the
occupier of Berry House, where he must first
have set up business. He died in 1857, of
aploplexy, and Mrs Brock moved elsewhere.

The produce of the Devon County Nurseries at
Chapel St Martin, noted more than once
previously, continued to be advertised
enthusiastically and imaginatively: In the
Mediterranean, we believe the Grand Turk
himself has been one of Mr Kingdon's best
customers. Certain it is, that if he has not, he
might have been, as the Thorverton cider has
found its way into the neighbourhood of the
Seraglio.

Thomas Reynolds having retired the previous
year and his son, Thomas Reynolds jnr, now
being about to quit the Barton, further sales took
place at Raddon Court. In July there were on
offer: 200 Acres of Corn and Grass - Namely
119 acres of Wheat, 36 acres of Barley, 35 acres
of Oats, and 38 acres of Shear and After Grass.
These came with an unusual advantage in the
accommodation of Threshing out the Corn, there
being Four Barns conveniently situated on the
Estate for (purchasers’) convenience, in one of
which is a Threshing Machine, worked by a
strong stream of water; the other three may have
the use of Garrett's portable Threshing Machine,
which, by the assistance of three horses only,
will t hresh Two Hundred Bushels of Corn in one
day …

The sale took place at Prowse's "Well ington
Inn", the temporarily renamed "Exeter Inn" in
Bullen Street, as did an even bigger three-day
affair in September: on the first day, over 400

sheep, over 50 cattle, including oxen, about 20
horses and about 20 pigs; on the second day,
large quantities of clover and meadow hay,
wheat, barley, meat peas, reed, apples and
potatoes, together with waggons and tools with
puzzling names; and on the third day all the
household furniture … well suited to a
respectable farm house, and too numerous for
the limits of a handbil l.

Also puzzling is a notice concerning the sale of a
Messuage or Dwelli ng House and Bakehouse
(with the plot of ground attached thereto) …
Situate near Milford's Lane, within and parcel of
the Manor of Thorverton, now in the occupation
of John Western, as Tenant thereof at a Rent of
£10 12s per annum. Former bakehouses are
known in the Berry and in Bullen Street, none of
which would be conveniently described as near
Milford's Lane, and what or where would be
described in that way anyway? The only known
John Western was indeed a baker, working for
Thomas Plucknett in 1841 and then aged
between 15 and 19, so hardly likely to have been
a full-blown tenant of a property only three years
later, and never heard of again.

Two people for whom the year ended happily
were Sarah Gill, who received a prize of 11
shill ings at the Netherexe Farmers' Club for
having worked for Mr Potter, at Yellowford, for
sixteen years, and Grace Hodge, who was given
16 shil lings for having worked for the Thomases
at Bidwell for fifty years. Since she was born in
1783, she would have started at Bidwell at the
age of eleven. It must have been a hard li fe, yet
she nevertheless lived into her nineties.

Ian Stoyle



The Garden in August
Phew!! It certainly has been roasting hot for the
last few days, and it seems to have abolished
my capacity to think straight, so if this month's
article is a bit scrappy, I apologise in advance!

Watering has certainly been a necessity for the
last few days, with all pots, troughs and baskets
needing it every day - I haven't yet had to do it
twice a day, but who knows, if this goes on for
long....? I usually do mine jn the late evening,
and it has been lovely outside at that time of
day, the plants are still quite wet in the morning,
and then last until the evening without any
problem. Next year, though, I must remember
to add water-retaining gel to all my compost (I
forgot it this year), as it really does help to keep
a little moisture in the soil, and I found that a
plant saucer fil led with wet gel in the bottom of
the hanging baskets before fill ing them with
compost really helped to keep them going in
very hot weather. I was very surprised
yesterday, when I emptied a concrete trough I
haven't got round to planting this year, that
there was still a little moisture in the soil in the
lower half, and the few remaining winter
pansies, although rather scruffy, were still
flowering well - and they certainly hadn't been
watered since the winter. It is amazing the way
that plants will keep struggling on, even after
total neglect.

Last year, I bought three Blueberry bushes, all
different varieties, putting them into 11 in pots
in ericaceous compost. They are now growing
well , flowered well , set well, and are now just
starting to ripen. They are well netted, as the
birds seem to like them as much as I do and
don't even give them the chance to turn colour
before taking them. I think they may do quite
well in big pots, and I'm looking forward to a
few yummy blueberry pies in a week or two!
The birds were also having ago at my Morello
cherry, before the fruit had even begun to
colour, so that also is securely netted, and I
hope we shall have enough this year for the odd
cherry tart before my husband grabs them to
make cherry brandy (though that is also lovely,
especially at Christmas)! The brandy-soaked
cherries are a great treat as well. If you have

Morello cherries available, cut them with the
stems intact, put them in a jar, with brandy and
sugar, shake gently every day or two until the
sugar dissolves, and keep in a dark cool place
for several months - wonderful, especially if
you put one of the cherries into the glass to eat
at the end (that is why you need the stalks)!

I also have a young dessert cherry, an upright
cordon, which set quite well this year, but the
wretched birds had every one while they were
still hard and green, which miffed me a bit, as
this was only the second time it had fruited, and
they are very nice cherries.

The birds are mainly after the moisture in the
fruit - but I do keep a shallow dish of water
available all the time, which is well-used for
drinking and bathing - the local black birds use
it a lot. My local male blackbird gets incredibly
tame while he's busy feeding nestlings, and will
come right up to our feet if we're moving soil or
compost about - and a couple of weeks ago he
actually took crumbs and a few redcurrants
from my hand - and I've never heard of a
blackbird doing that before. The female is much
shyer, and won't come close at all.

Do keep dead-heading your bedding plants, and
if you are going away, it is a good idea to take
off all open flowers where possible, and larger
buds too, which will encourage a good show
when you get back home. Get a kind neighbour
to water for you if possible, move any movable
containers into the shade if feasible, give
everything a good soaking the night before you
leave, then go off and have a good time!

PLANT OF THE MONTH.
Verbena bonariensis
A plant much heard of these days, but very
useful in the border as 'dot' plant - it will grow
up to 3-4ft, a sparse plant with thin stems
carrying small heads of purple flowers for
months, and good to look through.

P.B.



Yearlstone
.... you don’t have to visit Bordeaux to discover
more about the magic of wine....

AN ENGLISH RIDDLE.

THIRTY YEARS AGO THEY SAID WE COULDN’T GROW GRAPES IN
ENGLAND. TWENTY YEARS AGO THEY SAID NO-ONE WOULD BUY
ENGLISH WINE. TEN YEARS AGO THEY SAID ENGLAND COULD NEVER
MAKE GREAT WINES.

LAST YEAR MASTERS OF WINE AWARDED WINES MADE AT
YEARLSTONE A GOLD, TWO SILVERS, AND A BRONZE MEDAL.

TIMES CHANGE.

see england in a different light

THREE HECTARES OF VINES IN THE EXE VALLEY LYING ON AN ALMOST IDENTICAL LATITUDE AS THE
MOSELLE. NOW YOU CAN SIP A GLASS OF OUR ROSE IN THE CAFE ON THE VINEYARD VIEW TERRACE
WITH A CROISSANT FILLED WITH GOATS CHEESE, SUN DRIED TOMATOES AND PESTO - AND SEE
ENGLAND IN A DIFFERENT LIGHT.

A BEAUTIFUL MILD AND SUNNY CLIMATE PERFECT FOR LIGHT ELEGANT AND REFRESHINGLY
AROMATIC WINE.

light, airy and contemporary full y li censed winebar and cafe with a sun terrace overlooking the vines for light lunches open
12-3.our food is locall y sourced and seasonal.

www.YEARLSTONE.CO.UK

GROUPS UP TO 30 WELCOME FOR TOURS,TALKS AND BUFFET.
open seven days a week in the summer. 11-5.                                         A396 TIVERTON SIDE OF bickleigh. 01884 855700.

Sudoku

The rules of Sudoku are simple, but the puzzles
can be diff icult to solve depending on how many
numbers are already fil led in on the grid.

Simply adhere to these rules to solve the game:

1. Each row and column must have all of the
digits from 1 to 9.

2. Each square making up one ninth of the
larger square must also contain all of the
digits from 1 to 9.

The solution to this puzzle can be found on page
??.



Crossword
Focus Christic July 2006

The solution can be found on page 55

ACROSS
1 Small label on worker revealed a great insect.

(4,6)
6 Experts seen at Wimbledon recently. (4)
9 Some coaches prepare national champions at

this venue. (5)
10 Fairy tale heroine could win 3 down. (4,5)
12 What TADS provides: a production of Ten

Men Empty The Train. (13)
14 The City in official requisition is offensive.

(8)
15 The Scapegoat shows the way to become

free. (6)
17 Two Geordie celebs change places and move

from one area to another. (6)
19 Woman driver? Not necessarily, but certainly

an antisocial one. (3-5)
21 Beaters to use for Yorkshire pud with

ingredients in metric weights? (9,4)
24 I heard stress can produce irritation in the

visual system. (9)
25 Condiment set packed up? Pact! (5)
26 Trial of last four in demonstration. ( 4 )
27 Traff ic hold-up brings out courage and

audacity. (10)

DOWN
1 Vehicles, fourth moves up to first, make their

mark. (4)
2 Get rid of the Principal! With this? (7)
3 A show trial? (6,7)
4 Cherish sinner, he may be transformed. (8)
5 An ass turned up a tropical plant. (5)
7 Am leaving camera for him - he's a monster if

crossed. (7)
8 Wee loved one. (10)
11 Turns over unoccupied fortress for royal

residence. (7,6)
13 Angry workers trapped by alien beast. (10)
16 Hazel, maybe, after money for baker's jammy

treat. (8)
18 Chops permit into slices. (7)
20 I'd got upset, upset in argument. (7)
22 State where I had a house in the US. (5)
23 Hunt around Exeter, say, before start of killi ng.

(4)



 Thorverton Parish Information 
(Please notify any changes to the Editor.)

AIR AMBULANCE EMERGENCY - QUOTE NATIONAL GRID REFERENCE
RECREATION GROUND - SS 923019   MEMORIAL HALL FIELD - SS 926020

Bott le Bank Situated in Bullen Street Car Park.
Bus services  See inside back cover
Carers' Suppo rt Group Anne Higman, Wyndham House Surgery, Silverton.   860034.

Meetings - 3rd Wednesday of month, Wyndham House, 2.30-4.30 p.m.
Church (C of E) The Revd. Douglas Dettmer, The Rectory, Thorverton.  860332

Readers Nicholas Orme, Mrs.Rona Orme, Cob Corner, Brampford Speke.  841521
Church Wardens Peter Colebrook, Ockero, Thorverton.  861019.

Edwin Greed, Fortescue, Netherexe.  841231.
Consort Mary Thomas, 1 The Glebe, Thorverton.  860730.
P.C.C. Treasurer Royston Kershaw, 25 The Glebe, Thorverton.  860419.
Friends of Thorverton Parish Church Trust   Emmie Aird, Kirkfoard, The Berry, Thorverton.

Church (Baptist) The Revd. Maurice Harrison, 01884 258599.
Secretary Phyllis Langdon,  860932. Services, notice board or Focus.

Coun ty Coun cillor Cllr. Mr. M. Lee.  01363 772671.
District Coun cillor Cllr. Mr. T. H. C. Noon.  01884 855352.
Doctors Amanda Woods & Jon Wride / R. Leete, A. O’Brien, J. Stead & B. Stanley.

Surgery times: see below.
Electricity (Western Power) Report a loss of power: 0800 365 900   Bill Enquiries: 0800 365 000

Street lights 0870 556 1851
Friends of Thorverton & Silverton Surgeries    Christine Walker,  881501
Gas Emergency 0800 111999
Leonard Trust    Chairman: R. Hughes. Secretary: Mrs. E. Hughes, 3 Dinham Mews, Exeter   EX4 4EF
Library (Exeter Mobile)      EVERY WEDNESDAY, 2.20pm to 2.55pm  Lay-by far end of Dinneford St
Newspaper Reporter (Express & Echo)   Jane Ristic, 53 Silver Street, Thorverton.  860054
Parish Coun cil Chairman Cllr. Mike Shelton,
Parish Clerk Mrs Kate West, Great Pit Stables, Silverton.  861560.
Parish Coun cil Meetings 2nd Tuesday of month, at Baptist Church Schoolroom, 7.30 pm.
Parish Allotments Contact the Parish Clerk - 861560
Parish Coun cil Notice Board  Situated in School Lane, opposite the Thorverton Arms.
     IMPORTANT!- PLANNING APPLICATION NOTICES ARE DISPLAYED HERE.
Pension Service PO Box 93,  Plymouth  PL6 5WJ.      0845 60 60 265
Police Central Switchboard 24 Hours:  0845 2777444.
Post Off ice Portacabin (TCT Ltd )  Quarry Car Park, Thorverton  EX5 5NG.   860455

Mon. Tue. Thurs. Fri :  9 am.-1.00 pm.,    2 pm.– 5.30 pm.
Wed. :         9 am.-1.00 pm.    
Sat. :                           9 am.-12 noon      Sun.  closed
Acting Chair:        John Whiteside, Raddon Barton, 861133
Business Manager:     Jill Blewett, Faircop, Jericho St, Thorverton
Membership secretary: Heather Kershaw, 25 The Glebe, 860419

Public Telepho ne Kiosk Opposite the Church, outside the Bell Inn, Dinneford  St.
Schoo l (C of E Primary) Head Teacher: Angela Thavarajah   860374.
Schoo l Governors Chair: John Iffla  01392 851943

Clerk: Jane Ristic, 53 Silver St.  860054
Schoo l P.T.F.A. Chair: Carolyn Johnson, Hillside, Bullen Street, Thorverton. 860584

Secretary: Marie Thomas, 01884 855275
Treasurer: Di Baker, 860426

South West Water 24 Hour Emergency: 0800 169 1144. 
         Helpline: 0800 169 1133.

Thorverton Millennium Chair: Dame Margaret Turner-Warwick, Pynes House,
Green Trust Silver Street  861173     Hon. secretary: Shirley Hoole.

Tiverton Volunteer Centre 28, Gold Street, Tiverton  EX16 6PY.  Judy Seymour, 01884 255734.



Thorverton Organisations

Amateur Dramatic Society     Chair: Ray Morrish, 841786.
Secretary: Lisa Browning, 31 Silver Street, Thorverton. 860609
Meetings - Last Wednesday of each month at the W.I. Hut.

Art Group Barrie Phillips, Crossmead, School Lane, Thorverton. 860529
Meet Fridays during term-time at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 am-12.00.

Arts Exchange Claire Cousins, Cubberley House, The Berry. 860438.
Monthly meetings in members’ homes at 8.0 pm. ( see Diary)

Association Foot ball Club   Chairman: Lewis Jones, Ivy Cottage, Thorverton. 861064.
Secretary: David Gregory, 2 The Orchard, Brampford Speke, 841803.

Bingo Tuesdays at the Memorial Hall,  ‘Eyes-down’  7.30 pm.
Bowls Group Chair: Roy Clark, 860927.

Secretary: Ken Maynard, 3 Bullen Street, Thorverton.  860661
Bridge Circle Graeme Culshaw, 3 The Glebe, Thorverton 860203.

Meets 1st/3rd/5th Fridays at the W.I. Hut from 7.00 p.m..
Brownies’ Leader Marjorie Maynard, Bullen St. Thorverton.  860661.

Meet Fridays during term-time at the W.I. Hut, 5.30-7.00 pm.
Church Flower Club Meetings as advertised.
Cricke t Club Chair: Charles Kislingbury, Arley House, 19 Church St, Silverton.  860270

  Secretary: M C Denford, 14 Moorlands, Tiverton EX16 6UF 01884 255076
Fixture Sec: J Meredith, 190 Mincinglake Rd, Exeter EX4 7DS 01392 272504

Focus Magazine Chair: John Carter, Rewe.  841237
Editor: Neville Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062.
Secretary: Jane Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062.
Treasurer:  Barbara Uglow, 14 Cleaves Close, Thorverton. 860614.
 Focus deliveries – John Carter, Rewe.  841237

Friends of Silverton & Thorverton Surgeries
Coffee Mornings in The Royal British Legion Club , Silverton
held on the LAST THURSDAY of every month except December.

Golf Society Players of Thorverton Contact David Harlow. 860724
History Society Chair: Bill Stamper, Dunelm, Raddon, Thorverton. 860214

Secretary: Phyllis Langdon, Ferndale, Bullen Street, Thorverton. 860932.
   Website  <http://www.thorhistsoc.fsnet.co.uk>

Ladies Group Meet 2nd Thursday of month,  (Venue and time - see Focus Notices).
Memorial Hall Committee  Chair: Mrs S Stephanie Shelton. Fir Tree House, Bullen Street. 861027.

Treasurer: John White, Waters Ford, Milford Lane. 860827.
Secretary & Bookings:  Jean White, Waters Ford, Milford Lane. 860827.

Memorial Hall Market 2nd Saturday of the month, at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 - 11.00 am.
Play Group Contact: Sara Burnard (Chair) 01884 855216.

Mon/Tues/Wed/Thurs during term-time, at Memorial Hall, 9.30 am-12.00.
Thorverton Ambling, Rambling and Tramping Society (TARTS)

Contacts : Caroline Prince 07749 775304 or Shirley Hoole 860018
See notices of walks in Old Post Office Window Bullen Street.

Todd ler Group Contact : Fiona Kugele, 861448.
Wednesdays, during term-time, at the Memorial Hall, 9.45 a.m.-11.45.

Rainbo ws Contact Jean Pearn  860105, Penny Fice  861136,
Term-time, Tuesdays  4-5 pm at the W.I. Hut.

Royal British Legion Chairman / Hon. sec:  Bill Stamper,  Dunelm,  Raddon, Thorverton. 860214
Hon. Treasurer: Emmie Aird.

Women’s Institute Secretary: Susan  Maguire. 01363 775624
Bookings: Nancy Maguire,  3 Cleaves Close, Thorverton. 860631.
W.I. Meeting. 1st Tuesday of the month at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm.
Whist, 3rd Tuesday of the month, at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm.

W.I. Market & Coffee 4th Saturday of the month at the W.I. Hut. 10.00 am. to 11.00 am.



Doctors’ Surgeries

THE EXE VALLEY PRACTICE

Dr AMANDA WOODS and Dr JON WRIDE

The Surgery, The Berry, The Surgery, 3 Coach Road,
THORVERTON EX5 5NT SILVERTON EX5 4JL
Tel: 01392 860273 (24 hours) Tel: 01392 860176 (in surgery hours)
Fax: 01392 860654 Fax: 01392 861598

Surgery Hours

Mon. 2.30  -   4.30 Mon.     9.00  - 11.00
Tue. 3.30  -   5.30        Tue.      9.00  - 12.00
Wed. 10.30  - 11.30 Wed.     3.30  -   5.30
Thu. 3.00  -   5.00              Thu.      9.00  -  11.00
Fri. 9.00  - 12.00              Fri.        3.00  -   5.00

The Surgeries are OPEN at the following times

Mon.   8.30  - 12.45  &  2.00  - 6.00               Mon.      8.45  - 12.30
Tue.    8.30  - 12.45  &  2.00  - 6.00               Tue.      8.45  - 12.00
Wed.   8.30  - 12.45  &  2.00  - 5.00             Wed.      3.00  -   6.00
Thu.    8.30  - 12.45  &  2.00  - 6.00         Thu.       8.45  - 12.30
Fri.      8.30  - 12.45  &  2.00  - 4.00         Fri.         2.00  -    6.00

Surgery in STOKE CANON Village Hall –   2.00pm  on last Thursday of every month.  Please
let us know in advance if you will be attending.

REPEAT PRESCRIPTIONS  (Monday – Friday)   Please note that 48 hours notice is required
for ALL  repeat prescriptions.                 Repeat Prescription line:      Tel: 01392 861622

WYNDHAM HOUSE SURGERY,  Fore Street,  SILVERTON
www.wyndhamhousesurgery.co.uk

Dispensary Hours: Monday to Thursday 09.00 – 6.00  Friday 09.00 – 5.00
The dispensary is CLOSED between 1.00 – 2.00 p.m. daily.

Dr Richard Dr Anthony Dr Jonathan Dr M 
LEETE O’BRIEN STEAD BAILEY

Monday 8.30 - 11.00 8.30 - 11.00 8.30 - 11.00   
                      3.00 -   5.30               3.00 -  5.30                                                                               
Tuesday 8.50 - 12.00        8.30 - 11.30    
                                                        3.00 -  5.30                                                2.30 -  5.00            
Wednesday 8.50 - 12.00  8.30 - 11.30
                                                                                                                          2.30 -  5.00            
Thursday 8.30 - 11.00

(early appts at         8.50 - 11.30         
                      Stoke Canon)                                               4.00 -  6.00                                             
Friday 8.30 - 12.00 8.50 - 12.00                 

Rota for Dr on Rota for Dr on
  afternoon   afternoon  

surgery surgery



Crossword and Sudoku solutions

Solution to this month’s Sudoku Solution to this month’s crossword

Bus services
Turner’ s Tours (bus 678)  Mon-Fri. 10.09 from The Berry and the Baptist Chapel.
Return 13.35 from Exeter bus station, Stand 5.

Cook’s Coaches (service 355), Stagecoach (service 55B) Mon-Sat (except Bank Holidays)
To Tiverton  9.02, 11.02, 13.02, 15.02, 17.32, 18.11 (55B) from The Berry and Broadlands.
Return from Tiverton bus station. 9.40, 11.40, 13.40, 15.40, 18.05.

To Exeter 8.00, 10.05, 12.05, 14.05, 16.05, 18.30 from The Berry and Broadlands.
Return from Exeter bus station. 8.40, 10.46, 12.40, 14.40, 17.10, 17.50 (55B).

Timetables for the 355 service are available at the Post Office.

Stagecoach 55 service runs every half-hour in each direction along the Exeter-Tiverton road, stopping at
the Thorverton turn.  Please consult Stagecoach 55 Group timetable for details of this service.

Stagecoach free service to Somerfield’s, Broadclyst, from Broadlands on Tuesdays 14.00.

Stagecoach offers a variety of concessions for regular commuters, shoppers, children, students and
jobseekers as well as one-day unlimited-use Explorer tickets. Further details from Stagecoach: 01392
427711 or 01803 664500 or www.stagecoachbus.com or www.devon.gov.uk/devonbus.

Devonbus Timetable Information: call Traveline  0870 608 2 608  Timetables available at the Post Office
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(Email: focusonthorverton@yahoo.co.uk or phone Neville Lane on 861062)

AUGUST
Sat 5th TARTS walk, Bideford/Appledore/Instow/Bideford, depart 9.30 a.m.
Mon 7th Recycling collection
Tue 15th Whist Drive, W.I.Hut, 7.30 p.m.
Sat 19th TARTS short walk, Newton St Cyres area.
Mon 21st Recycling collection
Sat 26th WI Coffee Morning W.I. Hut 10.00 to 11.00

SEPTEMBER
Sat 2nd TARTS walk, circular walk from Bampton, depart 9.30 a.m.

Thorverton Church Consort and Junior Consort practices, 12.15 p.m. Pre-Wedding
Mon 4th Recycling collection.
Thu 7th Arts Exchange, Mists and Mellow Fruitfulness, Stable House, 8.00 p.m.
Sat 16th TARTS walk, Short walk – details in Old Post Off ice window nearer the time.
Sun 17th Harvest Service, Baptist Church, 11.00 a.m.
Mon 18th Recycling collection.

Harvest Tea / service / auction of produce, Baptist Church, starting at 5.00 p.m.
Tue 19th Whist Drive, W.I.Hut, 7.30pm
Wed 20th TCTLtd Annual General Meeting, W.I.Hut, 7.30 p.m.
Sat 23rd  WI Coffee Morning W.I. Hut 10.00 to 11.00
Wed 27th Thorverton Mill enium Green Trust A.G.M., at the Exeter Inn, 7.30 p.m.
Sat 30th TARTS walk, Dartmoor, depart 9.30 a.m.

50/50 Auction, 5.00 p.m. View, Auction from 6.00 p.m. Memorial Hall

OCTOBER
Mon 2nd Recycling collection.
Mon 16th Recycling collection.
Tue 17th Whist Drive, W.I.Hut, 7.30pm
Thu 19th Arts Exchange, Doorways, Campion Cottage, 8.00 p.m.
Sat 28th WI Coffee Morning W.I. Hut 10.00 to 11.00

NOVEMBER
Thu 16th Arts Exchange, Light, Ockero, 8.00 p.m.
Tue 21st  Whist Drive, W.I.Hut, 7.30pm
Sat 25th WI Coffee Morning W.I. Hut 10.00 to 11.00  – PLEASE NOTE:  Christmas Fayre

DECEMBER
Thu 7th Arts Exchange, Free Choice, Pynes House, 8.00 p.m.
Sat 16th WI Coffee Morning W.I. Hut 10.00 to 11.00  – PLEASE NOTE:  3rd Saturday
Tue 19th Whist Drive, W.I.Hut, 7.30pm


