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Editorial

Plenty of news about the school in this month's Focus.
The school held an Open Day in November at which
the new classroom was blessed by the Bishop of
Crediton. I am delighted that our school seems to be
flourishing for it has such an important role in our
vill age community. I congratulations all who have
worked so hard to ensure that our school environment
is a place to be proud of: the headteacher, staff ,
pupils, parents, governors and others. We are lucky
indeed that our children have such a place to begin
their education.

As another year draws to an end, I find it interesting
to note how things have changed so rapidly over the
last few months as far as the economy is concerned. It
is strange, is it not, that until the late-summer there
was hardly a suggestion that the economy could be
heading for diff icult times and then suddenly, within
the space of a couple of months, we are into economic
depression with banks wobbling and jobs in danger. Is
it that few of the experts saw what was coming, or
simply that few dared say anything because the
economy is so closely wrapped up with the confidence
that people have in it? As soon as people think that we
might be heading for depression, then it is self-
fulfilli ng because their actions in not spending so

much on the inessentials brings that about. What will
the impact be on Thorverton? Hard to know, of
course, although I am detecting a more localised view
being taken in many quarters across the country; it
does seem to be the case that when times get tough
people tend to look more closely at their own
communities. Could it give us the impetus to support
local services, to value what they bring and to ensure
that they survive? I hope so. The Parish Plan, which is
nearing completion, is the opportunity for us to make
a clear statement of our priorities as a community.

Although our normal deadline for articles to be
received for inclusion in Focus is the 20th of the month
preceding publication, the January edition is the one
edition when I make a special plea for articles to be
submitted sooner so that the editorial/publications
team can enjoy a couple of days off over Christmas.
Please could any contributions be sent to me no later
than 18th December for inclusion in the January
Focus.

I wish all of you a very happy Christmas.

Nevill e Lane, Editor
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Letters
From Stretton Taborn
On the wall of the old railway line south of the former
station in Thorverton a white plaque is to be seen. The
wording on it reads, “Please do not damage this
garden. It is a memorial to love.”

“Nothing besides remains”; there is no garden, just ivy
and a lone fern and the damp smell of autumn trees.

Does any Thorverton resident know anything about
the history of this poignant spot?

From Webbie Gay, Ingledon House, Bullen
Street
Through the pages of Focus may I wish all my friends
in the vill age a very Merry Christmas and a Happy
New Year.

Also may I say thanks to everyone who sent me cards
and enquired after my recent episode of ill health.

From Ken and Marjorie Maynard, 3 Bullen
Street
To Friends and Neighbours

Through Focus we would like to wish you all a Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year.

Best Wishes from Ken and Marjorie.

From Sue Vooght, Sherwood, Mil ford Lane
I would like to wish all my friends, neighbours and
acquaintances in the vill age "A Very Happy
Christmas and Prosperous New Year."

Instead of sending cards this year, I will again be
making a donation to charity.

From Sylv Gregory, for the W.I.
The WI ladies would like to thank all those who have
helped them throughout the year.

The list is too long for me to mention everybody but it
includes all those who have attended our various
events during the year, those who have donated prizes
through to those who have mended things, worked on
the premises, and raised money for us.

We couldn’ t have come as far as we have this year
without your support.

Once again, many thanks, it is much appreciated.

From Bill , Ann, & family (Palmer),
We would like to thank all Rachel Jefferson's friends
from Thorverton who attended the crematorium and
afterwards at the hall for refreshments, also to all the
family members who attended, thank you for the floral
tribute's and donations in Rachel's memory for cancer
research, thanks also to Angie and Mrs White for their
help.

Rachel's husband Sid was a baker who woked in the
vill age for years, and Rachel worked at the mill .
Rachel was born in the Lyme Regis area on 20th

March 1912. After she left school she went into
service, she met her late husband Sid and moved to
Thorverton, when they married they lived for a while
in Bullen Street. Later they moved to 41 Silver Street,
where she lived until her accident in 2005, then she
went to live at Margaret Allen Residential home in
Tiverton. Rachel and Sid were fire watchers during
the war. They took in three young evacuee boys and
remained in touch with their mother and father and the
three boys until she passed away. The three brothers
all attended the crematorium for the service, and came
back to the hall afterwards and took a walk around the
vill age for old times sake. Rachel loved her bingo and
meeting her friends there. Mrs Jeff was a loving and
caring person and she will be sadly missed by all her
family and friends.
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From the family of Phylli s Mann
We would like to thank you for all your wonderful
cards and letters , we know we had a great mum, but
it was also very touching to hear how you all felt
about her, we also want to thank a great many of you
for coming to the service, mum had told us what she
would like and hopefully she will be happy with it and
seeing so many friends old and new helped us all .
Thank you also to Douglas, Heather, and the organist
,the music lady and the choir  for all their help. Our
mother, grandmother, and great granny will always be
with us, Jacqueline Vivienne and John and all of their
famili es.

I would like to send a personal thank you to all the
friends who helped to make the refreshments, etc
during the day before and on the day of mum's
funeral, if I forgotten your name please forgive me,
Doris, Sue, Lily, Julie, Dr John, Val, Lue, Stella,
Wendy, Anji ,and I need to say a big Thank you to
Patrick for sterling work in such a short time scale on
mum's beautiful order of service, to Rick for finding

and recording I Believe, and last but not least Robert
and Sam for the great work they did. Thank you all
very much, Jacques.

From Barbara Uglow and family
We would like to thank everyone for their concern
during Gwen Edworthy's long ill ness, especially for
the kind words and comfort which deeplyaffected her
family to know she was so well thought of by so many
and that she touched their lives.

Gwen's wishes were that any donations given in her
name would be spli t between her first passion
Thorverton, and decided that this should go to the up
keep of the church grounds, and her second passion,
her cat and therefore the Blue Cross.

The care and compassion shown to her and her family
has greatly helped us during this most diff icult of
times.

Gwen Edworthy

Gwendoline Matten was born on the 7th of June 1916.
She went to Hayward's Girls School until she was 14,
and then began full time employment in the dispatch
department of Jackson's factory in Crediton.

In 1935 Gwen was crowned Carnival Queen of
Crediton - the first of Crediton's Carnival Queens.

A leisure activity Gwen enjoyed was ball room dancing
at a local "hop" on a Saturday evening - which is how
she met Ron Edworthy whom she married in 1939.
Together they managed Ron's garage business at
Victoria House here in Thorverton.

The war started a few months later. At first it was
business as usual but later during the war Ron was in
the army and Gwen kept the business going in his
absence, serving petrol (which was rationed) and
paraff in, running a taxi service, and serving in the
shop - and so on. There was also an electrical battery
charging plant (of some antiquity), from which Gwen
had received an electric shock, more than once, -
enough for her to delicate the job of charging batteries
to someone else.

In 1944 Gwen's sister Barbara came to keep her
company, and on Ron's return the business continued
as a family concern with Gwen's brother George, and
later her brother-in-law John Uglow.

The post war period revived pre-war interests. Gwen's
love of ball room dancing continued as well as her
enjoyment of whist drives and auction sales. But on
Saturday afternoons horse racing enthusiasts were
specially welcome at the garage to share the
excitement "on the flat or over the sticks".

Gwen and Ron were not blessed with children of their
own, but Gwen lavished love on her brother and
sister's children and grandchildren, and she was
"Aunty Gwen" to most children who grew up in the
vill age. She loved animals too; her dogs and cats
frequently bore an imprint of Gwen's red lipstick.

Gwen had a large circle of friends. Those closest to
her, and on whom she could rely, particularly in her
late years, being Sam and Dorothy May.

Gwen's love of company made everyone who visited
her feel welcome. She was full of fun and enthusiasm.
She was well known for her greeting "come in and
have a sherry" and many guests will understand the
expression "to be Gwendolised."

She enjoyed li fe, until recently faili ng health overtook
her, but she still enjoyed playing a short game of cards
- and won!

Gwen had along, full and happy li fe, and we shall all
miss her.
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Thorverton Parish Council
Report of the November meeting
of the Parish Council

AFFORDABLE HOUSING & VILLAGE SHOP
Dame Margaret reported that Lucy Hodgson, the Planning Off icer dealing with the case, had taken legal advice and
concluded that it was inappropriate to make a single application for the housing at Court Barton and the shop/Post
Off ice.  Bob Hull , the Church Commissioners’ agent had not yet accepted this conclusion. Dame Margaret also
reported that Bob Hull felt that if two separate, but simultaneous, applications were made then the Parish Council
should not be party to the application for housing at Court Barton.  Dame Margaret then passed round the latest
drawings for the proposed houses and shop/Post Off ice and it was noted that changes had been made to the style and
layout according to the Planning Off icer’s recommendations.

Cllr White proposed that a letter be written to Bob Hull expressing the Parish Council ’s wish to be party to the
Planning application for the housing at Court Barton as well as for the shop/post off ice, without being liable for any
costs, and stating that it was the Parish Council ’s view that two separate, but simultaneous, applications should be
made.  This proposal was unanimously supported.

PARISH PLAN
Cllr Spivey reported that a Steering Group meeting would take place in early December and that the Plan
was on target for printing before Christmas.

PLANNING MATTERS
The following Planning Decision was noted:  Ref: 08/01625/FULL Erection of extension, Albany Cottage (formerly
Corner Cottage), Berrysbridge, Thorverton  Approval granted.

OTHER PARISH BUSINESS
• The Clerk reported that she had had no response from DCC Highways Department regarding Mr Pollard’s letter.
• D Cllr Deed stated that he was concerned about the hazards of meeting double-decker buses in the narrow vill age

roads and would discuss possible remedial measures with C Cll r Lee.
• Cllr Spivey reported that the kerbstones in Dinneford Street required repair again and that the signpost at the

junction of Bullen Street and Lynch Road was rotten.
• D Cllr Deed and the Chairman felt that the drainage gulli es in the verges of the roads between Berrysbridge and

Raddon required maintenance.
• Councill ors made suggestions of work for the Parish Lengthsman who will be visiting the vill age in December.
• The Clerk would like to ask if anyone has any suggestions about the design of bus shelter they would like

to have at Broadlands.  Please call or email her (see below) with any comments and ideas.

The next Parish Council Meeting will take place in the Memorial Hall on Tuesday 9th December 2008 at 7.30pm. An
Agenda is displayed on the Parish Notice Board and Website prior to meetings.

Kate West, Parish Clerk
Telephone: 01392 861560, email: Thorvertonclerk@aol.com

www .Thorvertonp arishcoun cil.com
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Thorverton Memorial Hall News
Merry Chr istmas

& A Happy New Year

Redevelopment of the Hall

New Hall? New Community Centre?
The Open Day on Saturday 22nd November was well
attended, particularly by those in the over 40’s age
groups!  The Committee are very grateful to those
who came along to help with refreshments, leaving
most of us free to talk to our visitors and explain the
problems we have at the Hall and possible solutions.

An overwhelming 98% of those who completed the
survey indicated that, in principle, they supported the
idea of rebuilding a Community facili ty with possibly
one purpose buil t unit accommodating another vill age
organisation, a larger Hall with sports facili ties and
smaller meeting rooms.

The results still have to be analysed but we feel that
these results give us the “green light” to move on to
the next step and arrange for a feasibili ty study to take
place. We will keep you informed of future progress!

Thank you to all of you who took the time to come
along to the Hall on 22nd. We know how precious your
time is and greatly appreciate you sparing us the odd
half hour.

A full report of the survey’s findings will appear in
the January Focus

Saturday Market

The numbers attending the market seem to increase
each month, especially with the run up to Christmas.
It is very rewarding for the Committee to see so many
of you there each month. Thank you for all your
support at this event. As a small committee, the
Trustees are reliant on help from volunteers. Those
who run and man the breakfasts almost all fall i nto
this category. Without them we would not be able to
continue serving your breakfasts each month. Our
special thanks go out to you all.

Currently there are two “ teams” who man the
breakfast kitchen. We are trying to organise a third
team so if you would be prepared to occasionally help
with any of the following please see either Angie or
Jean: serving customers,  collecting dishes and
washing up, making toast or teas, manning the desk,
or cooking the food.

All i nvolved with the Markets would like to take this
opportunity to wish you all a very merry Christmas
and we look forward to seeing you on 13th December.

100 Club Draw Winner for November
£50 – No 42 Joan Roberts

Market Draw Winners for August were:
Duck Dinner Owen Powell
Fruit Basket Nick Cole
Cheese Box V-Ann Holden

Holly Ball

Tickets have li terally flown out the door! At the time
of writing only a handful left. If you have not
purchased your ticket yet please contact Jen Pascoe
(861154). We look forward to a great evening on 6th

December.

Please note, Tickets will not be available on the door.
They must be purchased in advance .

100 Club

So far just over half of our current members have re-
registered. Those who have not done so should
register at the next Saturday Market or let Jean have
their completed forms as soon as possible. It is
important we hear from you soon so that we can
allocate numbers to new members. New member
should contact Jean White at Waters Ford (860827)
or at the Market in December.
Remember we will be drawing £650 in prizes at the
December Christmas Market.

Reg.Charity No. 203776



Focus on Thorverton 6 Vol. 39  No. 11 – December 2008

Notice Board

  THORVERTON   
MEMORIAL HALL

CHRISTMAS SATURDAY
MARKET

Saturday 13th December

   9.30 - 11.00am 
Chr istmas Gifts

Breakfast Bar, Books, Preserves
Fruit & Veg, Plants, Cards, Draw
Bric-a-brac, Cakes, Jewellery etc.

 100 Club CHRISTMAS DRAWS

Reg. Char ity No. 203778

Thorverton Arts Exchange

At Arts Exchange meetings we share our enthusiasms
for writing, music, painting, film, craft etc. with one
another.

Usually there is a theme to our choices, but
occasionally an individual member will take
responsibili ty for a whole evening.

The meetings take place in members’ homes at 8.00
p.m. The next meetings are:

December 17th Gifts and Giving, 25 The Glebe

New members are always welcome.
For further information contact

Claire Cousins at Cubberley House, The Berry
(860438)
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6th Chr istmas Tree Festival at
Crediton Par ish Church

Thur 4th December – Sat 6th December
Free admission – Free Parking – Refreshments

Over 60 decorated and ill uminated trees will fill the
church

11am – 6pm (Thur & Fri) 10.30am – 6pm (Sat)
Concert on the Sat at 7.30pm (Admission £6)

Further information Tel: 01363 773669
www.creditonpar ishchurch.org.uk

Desperately needed Local Authority property swap –
we are a young family living in the Thorverton with
an 8 year old girl & a nearly 5 year old boy who have
outgrown our ground floor 2 bedroomed flat & really
need the space of a local 3 bedroomed house – if you
can help (or know of someone else who can!) please
phone Selina on 01392 861044

Wanted
2/3 Bedroomed House to Rent in the Village

for Local couple and 2 children.
Please contact Sallie Hayes 01392

860681/01392 251002.

Lost
Green Hunter welli es size 7. Left in the Thorverton
Arms car park at about 10.00am on Tuesday 18th

November. If f ound please could you call me on:
861056. Karon Murphy.����� ������ ���	�
��� ��� ��������� ��������� �������� ������ ���� ��!!� ���" ��#� �" � $% ��� �� �������� &����"�'�#� ������������ ��# �� ����� � #�������(�)*+,* -./* -*0*123,)45 623 7+0 82 9:.,
• 20 9:* ;*<,.9* +9 ;;;58*7521-53=
• 

<4 >:20.0- ?@A? B? B? C??�� D��'���� E�� F����� ����� ����"�� ��� �� $GH%(

Exeter Children's Orchestra
Rehearsals 9.45am to 12
ISCA College of Media & Arts, off Topsham Road,
Exeter
New members always welcome.
(Some  Thorverton children are already in this
orchestra.)
Website www.exeterchildrensorchestra.co.uk

Exeter Children's Orchestra Xmas Concert
with guests Razzamataz Theatre School
Sunday 14th December  2008  6pm 
Corn Exchange, Exeter
Box Off ice 01392 665866 £5.50 adult, £2.50 child
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CRAFT CLASS
Tuesday 16th December

2-3.30pm aprox

NOT WI Premises
but 27, Broadlands

Decorating Boxes

Admission £1
(Includes a cuppa)

Old ways/new ideas
always welcomeI
Ladies Group

Our December Meeting will already be over by the
time this Focus is printed, having had it at the end of
November.

But something to look forward to is the Ladies Group
Christmas Meal, on January 8th 2009.  This year we
shall be dining at The Bell , so please meet there at
7.15pm. If there have to be any alterations to time and
place no doubt Beryl will contact everyone, otherwise
see you all there.

A very merry Christmas to you and your famili es.

Children in Need

This year's craft market was a resounding success,
and we are very proud to announce that we beat last
year's total by £180.  This year we raised £700 for
Pudsey and I want to take this opportunity to thank
lots of people.

I wouldn't have been able to do any of it without the
help of my family, so a huge THANK YOU to Jacqui,
Lou, Glyn, Kirsty, Darryll , Selina, Kaitlyn, Jack,
Elsie, Chrissie and (honorary Andrews) Abby. Also to
Mum & Dad for the extra's. There are two other
people who have asked not to be mentioned for their
contribution but Thank you to them too. Finally a
huge THANK YOU to everyone who donated cakes,
raff le prizes & money, and most importantly to all of
you who supported us on the day and helped us to
raise so much cash. I couldn't believe people were
queuing to get in at 12.00, what a lovely surprise.  I
have had lots of lovely feedback about the day and I'm
glad to hear that you enjoyed it as much as we did.
My only problem is how do I beat the total next year?!

JKL MLJKLNLOL PQNRSKLST UVWWVXY ZX[[\YV]̂ VY ]_` a VXb`W` Xcde`]`f
The Young People and Children’s Working Group
want to thank everyone who came along and
supported the Barn Dance at Thorverton on Saturday
October 11th. We raised £391.10 towards a projector
and a good time was had by all !
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Parish Church Services and News
The Church of England

welcomes you!

December
SERVICES & INFORMATION
The Netherexe Parishes
A Mission Community in the Diocese of Exeter

www.netherexe.org

DECEMBER 7       Advent 2

9 am Holy Communion (C) at Huxham   RP
10 am Family Service, Baptism & Holy Communion at Newton St Cyres   SM & HD
10 am Holy Communion (T) & Children’s Group at Tho rver ton   DD
10 am Service of the Word at Upton Pyne  Lay-led
11.15 am Holy Communion (T) at Cowley  JB
11.15 am Service of the Word & Toy Service at Rewe  MJ & DP
5 pm ‘Service with a Smile’ & Toy Service g at Stoke Canon  (Jubilee Hall) For all ages SWAS Team

6.30 pm Joint Service of Lessons & Carols for Advent at Bram pford Speke   HD
6.30 pm Evening Prayer (BCP) at Pol t im ore  DD

DECEMBER 14       Advent 3

9 am Holy Communion (T) at Upton Pyne  RP
10 am Advent ‘Service with a Smile’ g at Bram pford Speke   For all ages BSSS Team

10 am Holy Communion (C) at Newton St Cyres   DD
10 am Holy Communion (C) at Stoke Canon (Jubilee Hall)  AS & JD
10 am ‘At Your Service’ g at Tho rver ton   For all ages AYS Team

11.15 am Holy Communion (C) at Rewe  RP
3 pm Family ‘Christingle’ Service g at Pol t im ore  For all ages Lay-led

6.30 pm Evening Prayer (BCP) at Cadbu ry  HD
6.30 pm Service of Lessons & Carols at Huxham   DD

THURSDAY DECEMBER 18
7 pm  Service of Lessons & Carols at Netherexe HD

DECEMBER 21       Advent 4

8 am Holy Communion (BCP) at Newton St Cyres   DD
10 am Holy Communion (T) at Cowley  JB
10 am Service of Lessons & Carols at Stoke Canon (Jubilee Hall)  DD
11.15 am Service of Lessons & Carols at Rewe  HD
12 noon Holy Baptism at Newton St Cyres DD
5 pm Service of Lessons & Carols at Cadbu ry  DD
5 pm Service of Lessons & Carols at Tho rver ton   HD
5 pm Nativity Pageant g at Upton Pyne  For all ages Lay-led

6.30 pm Service of Lessons & Carols at Bram pford Speke  DD
6.30 pm Service of Lessons & Carols at Newton St Cyres   RP
6.30 pm Service of Lessons & Carols at Pol t im ore  JD
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DECEMBER 24       Christmas Eve

4 pm Crib Service g at Stoke Canon (Jubilee Hall)  For all ages GK

11 pm Holy Communion (C) at Newton St Cyres   RP
11 pm Holy Communion (C) at Pol t im ore  DD & HD
11 pm Holy Communion (T) at Tho rver ton   Youth Exchange HW

DECEMBER 25       Christmas Day

9 am Holy Communion (T) at Bram pford Speke   DD
9 am Holy Communion (C) at Huxham   AS
10 am ‘Service with a Smile’ for Christmas g at Bram pford Speke   HD
10 am Holy Communion (T) at Cadbu ry  CH
10 am Christmas Family Service g at Newton St Cyres   SM
10 am Christmas Family Service g at Pol t im ore  Dawn Pettit
10 am Family Service & Holy Communion (C) at Tho rver ton   DD
10 am Holy Communion (T) at Upton Pyne  RP
10.30 am Family Service & Holy Communion (C) at Rewe  SS
10.45 am Holy Communion (C) at Newton St Cyres   Short celebration for those wishing to stay SM

5 pm Evening Prayer (BCP) at Tho rver ton   Quiet said service DD

DECEMBER 28       The Holy Innocents

9 am Holy Communion (T) at Bram pford Speke   DD
10 am Holy Communion (T) at Cadbu ry  DD
10 am Holy Communion (C) at Pol t im ore  HW
11 am Joint Morning Service at Tho rver ton Bapt is t Chu rch Baptist Officiant
11.15 am Holy Communion (C) at Rewe DD

Daily Services   Usual pattern – please see the Sunday leaflet ‘In Touch’ for daily services each week

Mond ay 9 am Morning Prayer at Stoke Canon Chapel

Tuesday 9 am Morning Prayer at Stoke Canon Chapel
6 pm Evening Prayer at Rewe

Wedn esday 9 am Morning Prayer at Tho rver ton

Thu rsday 9 am Morning Prayer at Tho rver ton
5 pm Evening Prayer at Newton St Cyres

Fr iday 9 am Morning Prayer at Tho rver ton

Saturday 8.30 am Morning Prayer at Tho rver ton

Midweek Holy Communion will be celebrated at Tho rver ton at 9 am on t he foll ow ing Thur sdays:
December 18 2008 & January 15 2009.  All are welcome

Wou ld you li ke a li ft to chur ch?
May we offer you a lift to the parish church or to a joint service elsewhere?  For transport to Sund ay
serv ices from locations in Thorverton parish, please ring Steve Rendell on (01392) 860780.  To arrange a
lift to the weekday Holy Comm un ion  at Thorverton on the dates listed above, please ring Margaret Turner-
Warwick on (01392) 861173

DD = The Rev. Douglas Dettmer, Priest-in-Charge
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RP = The Rev. Richard Potter, Associate Minister
SS = The Rev. Sue Sheppard, Associate Minister
HD = The Rev. Hilary Dawson, Assistant Curate

JB = The Rev. John Benton DP = Mr David Perrott
BB = Mrs Bridget Boxall VQ = Mrs Valerie Quinn
DB = Mr David Boxall SM = The Rev. Sue Martin
AB = Mrs Annabel Branney VM = Mrs Valerie Mills
CC = Mr Chris Cook MJ = Mrs Maureen Owen-Jones
JC = Mrs Jane Cook JS = Mr John Sandford
JD = Mrs Julia Dallen GS = Mr Guy Sheppard
CH = The Rev. Chris Hughes AS = The Rev. Alan Simmonds
GK = Mrs Gwynneth Keehner PW = The Rev. Peter Webb
JM = Prebendary John Mapson HW = The Rev. Harold Whitty

Family Services of the Word marked h are led by Lay Teams

Services in the Netherexe Par ishes
Your parish churches aim to provide a variety of service types to meet the needs of the whole community.
Everyone is welcome at all services!

Most Sunday services except those early in the morning include hymns and music

‘Serv ice wi th a Sm il e’ at Bram pford Speke
‘Serv ice wi th a Sm il e’ at Stoke Canon
‘At You r Serv ice ’ at Tho rver tong These Family Services are designed for all ages and with the needs of young children especially in
mind.  They are informal and contemporary in style, often including a children’s activity at the beginning;
without communion.  Services usually last about 35 minutes and are followed by refreshments

Holy Comm un ion (C)
Traditional service in contemporary language (one hour)
Holy Comm un ion (T)
Traditional service in traditional language (one hour)
Holy Comm un ion (BCP)
Very traditional, quiet and reflective service from the Book of Common Prayer (45 minutes)

Service of the Wor d (SW)
Morning or Evening Service (without communion) in contemporary language, often lay-led
Morning Prayer (BCP)
Traditional Morning Service (Mattins) from the Book of Common Prayer (about an hour)
Evening Prayer or Cho ral Evensong (BCP)
Traditional Evening Service from the Book of Common Prayer (about an hour)

Y2J
Young people’s group meeting during the 10 am service at Thorverton on the first Sunday of the month in
school term time

Parish Letter

Is it a Burden?

For many people, the Christmas Season is a burden.
For some the coming round of preparations is simply
something an extra load to face and deal with. This is,
sadly, very true for those people (especially many
women) who feel that providing special meals is just

an extra weight on top of all the other tasks that fall to
them. The stock of mince pies which must be baked or
bought (and then warmed at the appropriate time), the
snacks which must be ready on stand-by for the
seasonal visits by neighbours, friends and relatives,
and the extras which will be asked by schools,
churches and other community organizations for this
or that seasonal event. Not to mention the cycle of
special meals over the festival itself, which seems like

From the Par ish Registers   To mid-November

Fun erals Marie Sharp (October 23 at Newton St Cyres)
Pauline Baker (October 24 at Exeter Crematorium)
Alan Hackwill (October 24 at Exeter Crematorium)
Martin Summers (October 31 at Thorverton)
Gwen Edworthy (November 6 at Thorverton)
Alice Dyer (November 7 at Newton St Cyres)
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an extended weekend with, at its focus, the
“Christmas Dinner” (whether at lunchtime or in the
evening) which usually follows traditional patterns but
where something “a bit different” is often expected.

Of course there are many women (and, these days,
lots of men too) who look forward to these
opportunities to display their culinary skill s, or enjoy
sharing them with others in their family, in the build-
up to Christmas, but I do think it is sad when people
just feel that they are a burden. It is just the same with
the other special seasonal preparations, from “doing
the children’s stockings” (and how old do some
children have to be to give up this tradition?) to
buying (or making) gifts for all the family, or “ the
people who work in the off ice”, or “ the children’s
teachers” and so on. Not to mention finding the cost of
all these extras, with the need to plan all everything
and get the timing right, be it oven times for the turkey
or the calendar of posting dates to Afghanistan
Australia or Aberdeen. The whole thing can so easily
become simply an extra burden, and it is such a shame
if we let it overwhelm us. It is a shame because this
annual opportunity to contribute something special, to
give something of ourselves, be it wrapping a small
present for Aunty Lill or serving a great feast for our
family (or even helping to bring food, clothing and
other necessities to those in need) can be enormously
satisfying and fulfilli ng.

From the opposite point of view, it is rather sad if the
Christmas season becomes just a time to throw away
all the rules and regulations, to abandon traditions,
rules or duties. I know there are those who can think
of no better way to spend the Christmas holiday than
skiing down a French mountain, lounging on a
Melanesian beach, visiting prehistoric ruins in Central
America, repainting the kitchen, stuff ing themselves
non-stop with someone else’s food and drink, or
sharing a three-day party rave with hundreds of
complete strangers. Parties, food and drink, d-i-y,
touring, skiing tropical beaches and many other
similar things can all play profitable parts in our lives.
But I wonder if by indulging them at Christmas we are
in danger of missing something more valuable, and
abandoning our traditions and our responsibili ties to
others.

Perhaps we should remember that our own famili es,
our relatives our friends and our neighbours, our
colleagues and those who have some charitable claim
on our pockets and on our time, may well contribute
somehow to our lives in return if we can only
acknowledge that Christmas is a time when famili es

and friends need to come together, when traditional
meals and other activities should have a place in our
timetable, and when special gifts of our time our
possessions and our love, both to loved ones and
strangers, can be both fulfilli ng and appropriate.

Please note I am not suggesting that we try to revert to
a sentimental Victorian Christmas where we all sit
round listening to pious music and poetry and so on.
Our Christmas traditions must always alter with the
changes in our society. I am old enough to remember
when “The Queen’s Speech” (on the radio - and only
the radio - in those days) was the high point of
Christmas Day. In many famili es the tradition of
present-opening had to wait until after Her Majesty
had finished!

I hope that many of you find The Christmas Season
an opportunity to build your own personal and family
traditions for the festival, be it a walk up the local hill ,
champagne cocktails before the main meal of the day,
a table-tennis tournament, or a family concert, or
some charitable gift, from meals for the homeless in
Exeter to livestock for starving farmers in Africa. I
hope that these family traditions will i nclude ways in
which you can each personally give to others.

The ancient people of Britain celebrated the coming of
the shortest day (21st December) and the expectation
of the return of the light, the sun and the wonderful
growth of nature in the world next year. This was why
Christians found that we could celebrate the birth and
li fe of Jesus so appropriately at this season. No one
knows what date Jesus was actually born so it seems
good to commemorate his coming at the end of
December, near the end of the old year. After all be
are celebrating God’s gift of Himself to help his
world, helping it and helping us to begin again. The
challenge is how we respond.

I loook forward to seeing some of you over the
Nativity season, and especially at some of the many
church services and other events with a Christmas
theme around the Netherexe Team of Churches. I
know that some of the magazines which print this
letter will have a joint issue for both December and
January, so may I send you my hopes for both a very
happy Christmas and a very rewarding and fulfilli ng
2009.

With good wishes to you all .  DICK POTTER

The Revd. Dick Potter is Associate Minister in the
Netherexe Team of Churches.
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Baptist Church news
What do we want from Christmas ?

Have I got this wrong? Shouldn’ t it be, What do we
want for Christmas? NO, for too long we have looked
to Christmas to give us what we want, and what we
want is not the same as what we need. Perhaps ‘What
we want’ is all available in the shops, as the great
Merry-go-Round of commerce is fully under way; and
all around are the things that we might like to have,
but do not really need.

But the very first Christmas, when it came, did not
bring to the people a single thing that you can buy in
the shops today. But what it did bring were the things
that people needed.

First it brought the fulfilment of the great promise
given to His People in mankind that one day God’s
Special Son would be born and come to take His place
amongst mankind. It told the people that God really
cared; and we still need to be reminded of that fact
today- that God cared then, and He still cares today.

And so with the Nativity of Our Lord there came the
signs: shepherds from the hill s, Angels on the hill tops,
a special star in the Eastern Sky, and Wise Men from
the East. But above all , the great message that comes
out of the Nativity is the message of sharing.

So that at the heart of Christmas is it not just God
caring, but God also sharing. He shared His Son with
mankind. And so the Angels shared their Christmas
Joy with the sleepy Shepherds; and last of all , the
Shepherds shared their news with the people of the
town. So the Christmas star stood as a symbol of
sharing between God’s world and man’s world.

Christmas then, should be for all of us a time of
sharing - not just the material things that are gift-
wrapped and forgotten, but the enduring things of
hope and caring, or compassion and friendship. We
think of the Third World as the place of want, and
great needs, yet there are many great needs in our own
society: the need of joy, and the need of hope, the
belief not only in a better li fe for our society, but the
real belief in better things. For no nation can cheat its
way into greatness with fraud, graft, deceit and
corruption. For violence is only leading to greater
violence; and protest to the rejection of both law and
society.

Yet the real gift of Christmas is the gift of the Child in
the manger, who came having nothing and yet in His
li fe and living He offers everything. His birth was the

turning point of the world. Perhaps even this
Christmas could be a turning point in our lives.
Certainly this sad and sorrowing world needs to hear
again the message of the Angels:

“Glory to God in the Highest and on Earth Peace, and
Goodwill towards men”

A simple thought

Trust Him when darkest thoughts assail thee,
Trust Him when thy faith is small,
Trust Him when to simply trust Him
Is the hardest thing of all.

The Baptist Church would like to invite you all to our
Service of Carols and Lessons, on December 21st at
10.30am, and then to join us for coffee/tea and
biscuits afterwards.

We also wish all readers of Focus a Very Happy and
Peaceful Christmas.

Phylli s Langdon, Church Secretary

The Parish Plan Update

The Parish Plan is progressing well . Following the
discussions on the working group reports presented at
the recent public meeting, the editorial group has now
put together a draft report. This has been circulated to
each working group for their final comments and
corrections. The steering group is meeting shortly and
hope to have an agreed draft to send to the Parish
Council for their meeting on December 9th. It will then
be printed and the formal document submitted to the
Parish Council . The report will be widely available in
printed and electronic form to anyone who wants it.

We are both pleased (and relieved) that we have
almost been able to meet our original timetable. This
is due to the tremendous support and co-operation we
have had from everyone. Nearly 400 members of our
Parish and community supported this venture by
completing the questionnaire and this included over
1000 ‘f ree text’ comments. More than 50 people have
been immediately involved in pulli ng all this together
and preparing the report. It has been a true community
effort and will give a real ‘evidence base’ whenever
our views need to be represented.

Editorial Group (Ros Brimacombe, Sarah Mitchell ,
John Spivey, Margaret Turner Warwick)
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Thorverton & District History
Society
Well-known Red Coat Guide Alan Liddiard gave the
Society’s October talk on Exeter Cathedral. From the
outset it was clear this was to be much more than an
account of the ecclesiastical history and architectural
heritage of the cathedral, as his enthusiasm
embroidered our journey through over 13 centuries of
Christian worship.

In the early 7th century an abbey is believed to have
existed in the vicinity and that Winfrith, a boy from
Crediton, was educated there. He became a
missionary in Germany and was canonised St
Boniface.

With the blessing of Edward the Confessor the
bishopric was transferred from Crediton to Exeter,
Edward enthroning Leofric the first Norman bishop in
1050.

Today’s Gothic 13th century cathedral is much larger
than its predecessors. The substantial Norman North
and South Transept towers and lower sections of the
nave were, however, retained in Bishop
Bronescombe’s plans and Bishop Grandisson’s
fulfilment, and contribute to the low solid exterior
profile we see today. The inside is much more ornate
and the lack of a traditional spire allows the longest
Gothic vaulted ceili ng in the world. The lofty fan
vaulting ribs meet at highly decorated bosses, each
weighing 3 tons.
Alan’s tour of the interior highlighted many mili tary
and family memorials and tombs of past bishops. The
astronomical clock dates from the 15th century and
incorporates a cat-flap and may well have been the
inspiration for the nursery rhyme “Hickory, dickory
dock”. The contrasting carved faces in the Lady
Chapel are a reminder that the Dean, and not the
Bishop, is head of the Cathedral. One of the Chantry
Chapels is in memory of Bishop Oldham, founder of
Manchester Grammar School, and features carvings
of small owls (Owldham) while another Chapel to Sir
John Speke depicts a porcupine.

The pews are a Protestant response to lengthy
sermons. Previously only the stone ledges provided
respite – with the weakest going to the wall .

The Bishop’s throne is the largest in England and was
removed during the war for safety. It was returned
and reassembled in 1946 (all 400 pieces).

The organ by Loosemore dates from 17th century. Its

longest pipe is 32ft. It has been rebuil t and upgraded
several times.

Alan concluded his talk with a summary of the present
day organisation and that, despite a large number of
volunteers, £3,000 a day is needed to maintain the
Cathedral.

Barr ie Philli ps

Thorverton Post Office
Chr istmas/New Year
We are open as usual except:
Christmas Eve 9−12
Christmas Day    closed
Boxing Day                closed
Saturday 27th December 9−12
Thursday 1st January       closed

Our usual hours are:
Monday − Friday          9 − 1
(including Weds afternoon)    2 − 5.30
Saturday           9 − 12ijklmmjnojo pq rstu vltuwnx osujtyz{|}~���� �������| �����~ ���}}�|�~���� �������| ������� ������|� ���z ���{|~�� �{�|��������{|~���� �������| ��|}� ���}}���~���� �������| ��|�����|�� ��y{�}~���� �������| ��|�����|�� ��y{�}~���� �������| ������� ������|��nuj�nsuwlnsr t���skj mswr����} �|� ��}}�~ �nuj�nsuwlnsr sw�mswr�|�~��¡ �������| ��{�z ¢ ����|�� £��|���¤ ��|������¤£�|���¤ ��~~�� ¥�}�¤ ��| ¥�}� ¦�§����¨ ����©¤ £}��¤ ª�� «�����~ ��~ £{}�|����¬�~��}~���� �������| ¨ ����¤ �£¤ ����~� ��~ ¥�}��|� ¥{|����|�~���� �������| ¬�}��|� ¥{|���
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St Agnes' Church, Freshwater
Bay, Isle of Wight

Many holiday visitors to the Isle of Wight will have
seen the thatched church in Freshwater Bay which
celebrated its centenary in August this year. The
celebrations included a special service in the church
on Sunday 10th, attended by a number of local
dignitaries. Such was the desire to take part that
attendance was limited.

I have had in my possession for a long time a
photograph of the builders about to embark on a one-
day outing on horse-drawn charabancs to celebrate the
successful completion of the church.

The business was named after W White, who was my
great uncle Willi am. He is in the photograph below,
second from the right, wearing a white hat.  He was
the business member of the company. Next to him,
wearing a bowler, is my grandfather, James White,
who was the practical builder, and six places further
down, wearing a white hat, is my father, Alfred James
White. He was a joiner and buil t the screen in the
church. He could remember seeing Queen Victoria
when she retired to Osborne House near Cowes in the
Island.

Willi am White suffered a great tragedy when his two
sons were kill ed in the Boer War.  The story is that
they were travelli ng in open trucks as part of a train
(very much like that seen in the recent BBC film

showing the part played by Winston Churchill i n that
war), when one of the sons leaned over the edge, his
scarf caught in a wheel, his brother tried to save him
and they were both kill ed. Willi am could never come
to terms with this to the extent that in his will , made in
1934, he made provision for their possible return.

This is how I inherited his bible: a leather covered
book with brass locks and many fine coloured
reproductions of biblical scenes, printed in 1878 and
weighing just over 13 lbs. This I presented to the
church.

One interesting fact is that the stone used in the
construction of the church came from the ruins of a
house previously belonging to Robert Hooke, a very
distinguished man of the 17th Century who argued
with Sir Isaac Newton and, among other things,
invented the universal joint which drives all our cars.

Present at the Celebration Service were a number of
distinguished personali ties including Lord Lieutenant
Major General Martin White (no relation), the Dean
of Portsmouth Cathedral, the Archdeacon of the Isle
of Wight and the High Sheriff of the Isle of Wight -
Alan Titchmarsh, who autographed a copy of the
church programme for Lee.

Jim and I spent the night at the Farringford Hotel,
previously the home of Alfred Lord Tennyson, in the
grounds of which my father played cricket against
Tennyson's son, and where I was able to identify some
panelli ng of Queensland Cedar which he had installed!

Geoff White
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Legal Eagle
It is a truth universally acknowledged, that around
about this time of year, in addition to thoughts of
Christmas, attention will turn to summer holidays;
when and where to go, where to stay, how to travel
etc. As the evenings draw in and fires are li t many a
family in Thorverton will pour over the glossy
brochures issued by numerous travel companies fill ed
with promises of the delights to be enjoyed should you
decide to take your holiday with them.

Booking forms will be completed, deposits paid, and
as Winter turns to Spring and Spring to Summer the
day for your holiday to begin will arrive.

But what if the holiday turns out to be something of a
disappointment due to the fact that your chosen
holiday provider fails to deliver on many of the
promises made; what redress might you have in law?

The diff iculty is not so much in identifying the breach
of contract but in quantifying the damages to which
you might be entitled. This month I propose to look at
the common law approach to the problem and in
January I shall l ook at the provisions of the Package
Travel, Package Holidays and Package Tours
Regulations 1992.

Where something which you have paid for in advance,
as is the case with holidays, fails to materialise or
materialises but only in part, then you are obviously
entitled to recover all , or some of the money paid.
However, a holiday contract promises more and the
failure to provide leads to disappointment.

Is it possible to recover damages in respect of such
disappointment? Until the 1970s the answer was
probably ‘no’ . However, in 1973 a Mr Jarvis, who
happened to be a solicitor, brought an action against
Swan Tours. Mr Jarvis had bought from Swan Tours
a skiing holiday package. He was promised a
houseparty atmosphere with full bar facili ties, a
welcoming party, afternoon tea and cakes, and a
yodeller evening. There were only 13 guests in the
first week. During the second week Mr Jarvis was the
only guest. The yodeller turned up in working clothes
and sang only a few songs. The afternoon tea
consisted of crisps and dry nut cake. The bar was
open on one evening only and the skiing facili ties were
very poor. The Court of Appeal held that Mr Jarvis
was entitled to damages for his disappointment at the
absence of all the promised facili ties which were

central to the contracts performance. Mr Jarvis
recovered the £68.00 which he had paid for the
holiday plus a further £68.00 in recognition of the
disappointment which he had suffered.

This decision was followed in 1975 when a Mr
Jackson sued Horizon Holidays. Mr Jackson entered
into a contract for a holiday for himself, his wife and
two children (twins aged 3). The price including air
fairs was £1,200. The holiday provided failed to live
up to the expectations of the family in a number of
important respects. Mr Jackson sued in respect of the
disappointment suffered not only by himself but also
that suffered by his wife and children.

The case presented the court with a diff iculty because
Mrs Jackson and the children were not parties to the
contract and under the then Privity of Contract rule
derived no rights under it. (The law was subsequently
changed by the Contracts (Rights of Third Parties)
Act 1999). Mr Jackson and his family were fortunate
that the case came before the Court of Appeal at the
time when Lord Denning was Master of the Rolls.
Lord Denning was an acknowledged master at finding
a way around problems of this nature.

Lord Denning (with whom Lord Justice Orr and Lord
Justice James agreed) utili sed a principle established
by Lord Justice Lush in the case of Lloyds –v- Harper
[1880] namely, ‘ that where a contract is made by A
for the benefit of B; A can sue on the contract for the
benefit of B and recover all that B could have
recovered if the contract had been made with B
himself’ . On this basis the Court felt able to award
damages to Mr Jackson to compensate for his own
disappointment, that of his wife and also that of the
twins, aged 3.

The legitimacy of the approach taken by the Court of
Appeal was subsequently denied by the House of
Lords in a non-holiday case. The House did, however,
concede, that the Court of Appeal probably got the
result right but for entirely the wrong reason.

The problems associated with suing in such
circumstances have, in part, been over come by the
provisions of the Package Travel etc Regs and we
shall consider these in Jan. However, the common law
principles will continue to apply to those holiday
contracts which do not come within the provisions of
the 92 Regs.

Clive Hamblin
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Nature Notes
Birds
On 24th October I spent a couple of hours shopping in
Exeter. On my way back to the car park I walked
through Princesshay shopping quarter. Ahead of me I
noticed something fluttering down, I first thought it
was a leaf but quickly realised it was small bird. I
rushed to scoop it up in my hand as it was in danger
of being crushed by passers by. This dear li ttle bird
had flown into a window pane of ‘New Look’ and was
rather dazed and unable to balance. A lady with three
young teenage girls had seen me scoop up the bird and
said she would pop into the shop to see if a box was
available to hold the bird. Thanks to the staff in New
Look, she came out with a shoe box. By now the bird
had come round a bit, it was a male goldcrest, having
an orange streak between the yellow of his crest on
top of his head. We briefly discussed what to do with
the bird and I could tell the lady was very keen and
delighted to take the bird home, hopefully to recover
and be released. The goldcrest is the smallest British
bird, indeed smallest European bird.

A nuthatch is a regular visitor to a bird feeding station
at Tweedsmuir in Mil ford Lane and at another at The
Glebe. Tweedsmuir is also host to six coal tits who
love black sunflower seeds. For the first time, a great
spotted woodpecker has visited the peanut feeder at
Drill House. An albino sparrow has been seen near
Shobrooke Park. My niece and nephew came face to
face with a tawny owl sitting on a gate by Shobrooke
Mill .

Bats
One morning in October, just as it was getting light
my brother in law opened his garage door which
blocked the bats from getting back up under the
wooden cladding. They got confused and were flying
all around him and in and out of the garage. Lewis put
the door back down and they all found their way back
to roost…aah. These bats are more than likely the
ones we see when we go down in the wood there to
badger watch.

Puma
Last month I wrote about sightings of beasts at
Newton St Cyres. Now I will tell you about the
sightings around Thorverton. I will refer to these
animals as pumas as I believe it is what I saw.

Unfortunately I did not record the date I saw my black
puma. I remember it was around 6 o’clock on an April
morning, probably between the years 2000 and 2003.
I was looking out an upstairs window towards
Ratcli ffe Farm. I saw a creature (definitely not a dog
or cat) moving across a field that is divided by a
fence. It jumped over the fence with ease, headed for
the farm buildings and disappeared from view.

The following winter I mentioned what I had seen to a
neighbour and to my surprise she said that at night the
creature had been taking food scraps left out for the
birds and observed in the beam of a security light.

In 2006/07 there were two sightings of a brown puma.
The first was in a field just beyond the end of
Dinnaford Street. The second one was seen last
summer by two people who were walking in School
Lane, and who did a double take in disbelief at the
sight of a puma that was sat the gateway to the
orchard. After being spotted it moved off out of sight.

Another neighbour told me that this summer she saw a
black puma near the cattle barns at Chapel Cross.
Also a few years ago one was seen in Coombe Lane at
Cadbury.

Astronomy and the Weather
On 1st December in the evening sky Jupiter, Venus
and the young Moon will be grouped fairly close
together. Around sunset/dusk you may see the Moon
pass in front of Venus, a lunar occultation!

The Biodynamic Sowing and Planting Calendar
(Maria & Matthias Thun) suggests wintry rain at the
beginning of December, and there could be a proper
winter in January.

Jenny Garne



Focus on Thorverton 18 Vol. 39  No. 11 – December 2008

Brampford Speke Wildlife Watch

Meetings are all on the second Saturday of the month
from 10.30am – 12.30pm, unless otherwise stated
and will usually be held within the vill age. For
directions to other venues just send us an e-mail to:
sue@suesatchell .wanadoo.co.uk  or  give us a ring.

Although our meetings are aimed at 8 – 12 year
olds, parents and younger siblings are always
welcome to stay. Please ensure that children
wear suitable clothing and footwear for outdoor
meetings. We welcome feedback on the
suitabilit y of activities for your children and will
do whatever we can to make as many meetings as
possible accessible to all.

Saturday 13th December 7.00 – 9.00
The Vill age Hall
CHRISTMAS PARTY
Bring some Festive Food to share and
expect some well known games with
a wildli fe twist.

Saturday 10th January 2009
COACH TRIP TO SLIMBRIDGE
The Wildfowl and Wetlands Trust at
Slimbridge is a great place for a day out
for the whole family. BOOK SOON with Devon
Wildli fe Trust on 01392 279244 to be sure of your
places. Adult: £18. Child:£14 includes coach, entrance
& talk.

Saturday 14th February
The Vill age Hall
VALENTINES FOR THE BIRDS
Make a love nest for the birds in your garden
or one for  bats. Bring a hammer and a parent. There
will be a small charge for each nest box you take
home.

Saturday 14th March
Meet at The Exe Valley Tea Shop
FROG WATCH
A short walk to look for frogspawn, then back to the
café for hot soup and some very froggish activities as
well as lots of Top Frog T ®¯°±

25 Years Ago
Focus December 1983

Travels with a Donkey-In Time and Mind.

The animals we think of at Christmas are the Ox, the
Ass and the Lamb, but generally except for a Donkey
Derby or a seaside ride, only the older of us know
much about Donkeys, Asses or Mokes (a word well
over a century old but of unknown origin).

Because they have usually been a poor man’s beast
li ttle attempt has been made at improving them or
even distinguishing types, although they vary within
certain limits quite a deal.

Wild asses do occur in central Asia where other
varieties of horses also live, but the vast majority of
domesticated asses derive from the nearly extinct Wild
Ass of the north eastern African semi-deserts (Sudan,
Tripoli etc.). Asses were probably domesticated very
long before the horse was, at least back to the New
Stone Age (Neoli thic period): the first asses known to
have come to England arrived in the 9th century A.D.

Because they are less common, most people compare
them to horses when describing them. In size generally
smaller with bigger heads and ears, there are several
anatomical differences and their voice can outdo even
the loudest “group”

What the ass near the manger was used for we do not
know, but asses carry enormous loads, carry people,
especially One Person, and pull carts; they are also
used to operate pumps and some agricultural devices.
Creatures of habit, they co-operate with what they
consider reasonable demands but refuse to be forced-
very similar to intelli gent humans.

In some countries their flesh is eaten and supposed to
be superior to horse-meat. asses’ milk contains much
sugar and more cheese solids than most and is
considered specially beneficial for invalids: Caesar’s
wife was supposed to bathe in it, with what results
only Caesar ought to know. The hide can be made into
Shagreen leather.

Two turtle doves
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Asses will thrive on small quantities of the coarsest
herbage, their fondness for thistles is proverbial and
which those of us who like Globe Artichokes ought to
appreciate.

Given any choice, they will only drink the purest
water. Comparatively long lived usually to the mid
twenties, once to 47 and I met a namesake in
Perranaworthal of “at least 30”. Asses sleep much
less than horses and nearly always standing. Their
popular reputation for stupidity found in many
sayings and li terature surely stems from human
arrogance in that anything not for our benefit is
foolish. Whether this is right or not, the old tradition
that the black stripe down the back and the one across
the shoulders are the sign of the Cross put there after
one li ttle donkey carried Our Lord into Jerusalem is a
fitting one for the beast whose presence helped keep
the manger warm.

Martin Sanders.

Flower and Thorn

There are many stories concerning the flowering of
trees and bushes out of season at Christmastime.
Perhaps the best known in Britain is that of the Holy
Thorn of Glastonbury. The story goes that this plant
sprung from the staff of Joseph of Arimathea when he
stuck it in the ground whilst resting during a hill climb
on the Isle of Avalon.

The original tree no longer grows, but a cutting from
it continues to flourish in the grounds of Glastonbury
Abbey, and another in St. John the Baptist’s
Churchyard. Each Wednesday before Christmas, the
Vicar of Glastonbury and the Mayor cut a sprig of the
Holy Thorn and present it to the Queen and Queen
Mother for their Christmas breakfast table.

Women’s Institute
Miss P Cook gave a very interesting talk at our Nov
meeting. The title was ‘She was only a Railway
Man’s Daughter’ . While travelli ng on a steam train
she remised about days gone by.

She was born in a railway man’s cottage, her father
being a signalman at Meldon quarry. She spent nearly
nine years there and li fe was pretty basic.

There were oil l amps downstairs by which her mother
sewed. A candle was used to go upstairs and here
there was no heating. Lino was the only floor
covering.

There was no running water and the toilet, known as
the ‘ loo’ or ‘out the back’ had to be emptied manually.
Her father had some very good runner beans! The
luxury of toilet paper was unheard of, instead it was
‘railway excursion’ leaflets.

Her father had wanted to be a sailor and was a boy
sailor during the First World War. Following the war
he worked on the railway before being made up to a
signalman. To have regular work at this time was
classed as being middle classed.

As a child she didn’ t think it right that the porters got
tips from the posh folk while her Dad got nothing for
working hard on the signals.

We wish you all a very ‘Happy Christmas’

Sylv Gregory

Charity no 229868

I don’t believe it!
Thank goodness the US presidential election is finally
over. With wall-to-wall coverage on radio and
television I was beginning to believe we really are the
51st State of the Union. I found the election of O’bama
refreshing, offering a choice in substance and style - I
felt the same in May 1997, but only briefly!

The election finally proves that heritage is no bar to
high off ice; at least in the US and providing you have
enough funds!

The BBC’s inept and protracted handling of the
Russell Bland affair continues and ill ustrates how out
of touch the bloated overpaid multi-channel

organisation has become. With so many commercial
channels trying to shock, insult or bore us, I would
prefer the BBC to return to its roots and concentrate
on making fewer quali ty programmes, rather than just
filli ng their schedules with endless streams of
superficial and repetitive property, high calorie
cookery and “ reali ty” shows. I often feel I’ m living in
a parallel universe, faili ng to recognise so many of
these so-called celebrities.

With much publicity about the dangers of using a
mobile phone whilst driving, why is it apparently
essential for so many TV reporters to film their report
while driving on public roads?  Perhaps it’s the same
person who insists poli tical reports must come from a
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wet, windswept and deserted Downing Street and that
every nanosecond pause for breath is fill ed with
mindless “music”.

Have you noticed how li ttle knowledge some young
people (and even some not so young) have of human
anatomy? On a recent train journey many seemed
intent on sitting on the floor while others were just as
determined to put their feet on the seats. I’ m tempted
to buy shares in First Great Western (just one seat) so
I can inform the gravitationally challenged that the
floor is for feet, seats are for bottoms and to ask them
to get their dirty feet of my upholstery.

I’ ve recently found myself in a quandary as prominent
people I have li ttle social or economic empathy with
put forward seemingly sensible, well-argued opinions
on farming, the environment, sustainabili ty and
economics. Even our Government has belatedly
discovered that if they continue to take business away
from Post Off ices many more might close; so perhaps
there’s still a glimmer at the end of the tunnel (or an
election)!

Commentator

TARTS news

Thorverton Amblers Ramblers and Trampers
On Saturday 1st November we enjoyed a 6 mile
mainly flat walk, starting from The Puff ing Bill y in
Torrington and walking along a section of the Tarka
Trail – the old Torrington to Okehampton railway
line. The route then led us through some farmland
with lovely views across the rolli ng hill s of North
Devon.  We did encounter a great deal of interest from
some bullocks in one field – thank you to Dave Batty
our knight in shining waterproofs for keeping them at
bay until we got through the gate!  We stopped for an
excellent lunch at The Clinton Arms in Frithlestock

before returning along the railway line. The line
follows the river Torridge, the home of Tarka the
Otter. We weren’ t lucky enough to see any otters, but
we did spy a heron at Beam Weir, standing at the
rivers edge watching the salmon jumping across the
weir. It was an amazing sight and one we spent so
long watching we only just made it back to the cars
before it got dark!

Forthcoming dates:

Saturday 13th December. A short walk led by Anne,
this will start slightly later due to the Christmas meal
the night before!! Exact time to be arranged.

Saturday 3rd January 2009. A short walk led by Jean
and Maggie to walk off the Christmas excesses!

Walk descriptions will be available nearer the date,
posters will be up in the Old Post Off ice window and
also sent to those on the TARTS email li st. If you
would like to be included on the list email Caroline at
caggy72760@yahoo.com or Jean at JBrown9842@aol.com

All walks meet outside The Bell at 09.30, and are
suitable for dogs unless otherwise stated.

T.A.R.T.S. weekday walks:

More November/December walks are being planned –
keep an eye on the Old Post off ice window for details.

• local short walks (3 – 4 miles)
• regular exercise in pleasant company
• dogs welcome
• meet promptly opposite The Bell Inn Thorverton

Caroline Prince

The Exe Valley Film Society
“ Notes on a Scandal”

on Thursday, 18th December 2008
7.30pm for an 8.00pm star t.

Bring a glass and a bottle of your choice. We provide
the popcorn.

For further information please phone
Mary or Emma 840072

Sue 841785 ~ Roger 841765

Devon Record Office

A complete run of issues of Focus from 1970 to 2006
has been deposited at the Devon Record Off ice for
safe keeping and posterity. Also deposited were the
Minute Books (1866-1931) of the Thorverton branch
of the Ancient Order of Foresters, Court Pride of the
Exe, the organization which provided sickness and
funeral benefits for its members. These items are on
loan to the D.R.O. and could be reclaimed if ever a
Heritage Museum were set up in the parish.

Ian Stoyle
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School Report
We have had another eventful, interesting and
fulfilli ng month at Thorverton C of E Primary School.
On Friday 14th November all the children and the staff
came to school dressed up as their favourite character
from a book or a film.  We had a wonderful selection
of super heroes, princesses, characters from Dickens'
novels and a fair few Harry Potters! I wonder how
many faces you can recognise from the photograph,
some of us are quite heavily disguised...

On Sunday 16th November, Mike and I were very
fortunate to share in a celebration of our marriage
with the school and vill age community. I would like to
take the opportunity to thank everyone who attended
the blessing service and to those who organised the
service, it was a very special day and one that Mike
and I will remember for a long time. Thank you all so
very much for your warmth and affection.

On Tuesday 18th November we held an Open Day at
school when parents and members of the local
community came in to join the children and teachers in
a variety of learning opportunities.  Children were
teaching the grown-ups how to use the software on the
school's computers, they demonstrated their abil ties
within Design and Technology, the youngest children
showed off their prowess at French and several of the
visitors joined in the exercise sessions run in Class 2
and Class 3. It was just as well everyone had the
opportunity to burn off some calories as Abby
produced a delicious lunch for the
visitors and the children alike, there were many
compliments for Abby's wonderful cooking and I think
several recipies may have exchanged hands!

At 2pm the Bishop of Crediton arrived at our school
to conduct the blessing service for our new classroom.
Before doing this he was surrounded by eager children
who all wanted to find out more about his robes and
his staff and to ask him about his li fe as a Bishop.
During the Blessing Service the recorder group
played, led by Heather, the school choir, led by Mary,
sung Waiting, the hymn written by the Junior Consort,
the Bishop blessed the new classroom and led prayers
with the Reverend Douglas Dettmer and Saoirse
Healey from Class 3. We then cut the ribbon to
declare our new classroom off icially open, Tiffany
Pugh, Luke Vukusic and Naomi Gill ably assisted the
Bishop with the scissors. After the service everyone
enjoyed a cup of tea and more of Abby's delicious
cakes. Our thanks must also go to the PTFA who
supported Abby by serving cakes and washing up vast
quantities of cups. It was wonderful to be able to
welcome members of the Leonard Trust to our service
as they have kindly donated funds to enable us to put
up a canopy outside the Early Years classroom, this
means that our youngest children can enjoy learning
out of doors all year round. Thank you to all the staff
and children who gave so much energy and
enthusiasm to make our Open Day so successful.

On Wednesday 17th December at 5.30pm we will be
holding a candleli t Nativity Service at Thorverton
Church. Weather permitting the children will be
taking part in a torchlight procession from the school
up to the Church. The children will be led by the
recorder group who will be playing a selection of
carols. Please come along to help us to celebrate this
special time of year either along our route, by
attending the service or both.

Tania Beard, Headteacher

Photo by John Spivey
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School at the heart of village
activities
The following article was printed in the Express &
Echo on Thursday, November 20

The primary school is very much at the heart of
community li fe for people in Thorverton. This much
was clear when the Echo visited the picturesque Exe
Valley vill age, eight miles north of Exeter, last year.
Since then Thorverton Church of England Primary
School, which has just 80 pupils, has opened a new
building and welcomed a new head teacher.

Tania Beard, 44, joined the school at Easter. She said:
"I have been made to feel very welcome by the vill age
as a whole; the parents, governors, staff and children
have all been very friendly. There is a real sense of
community here."

Tania worked at Pinhoe Primary School before
moving to Thorverton.She said: "I remember driving
into Thorverton for my first school visit on a lovely,
sunny autumn morning and being struck by its beauty.
"I just fell i n love with the traditional school building
set in the countryside."

Tania thinks that it is important for the school to keep
a high profile within the vill age and to participate in
local events. She writes a column in Thorverton's
monthly magazine, Focus.

She said: "The school is very involved with the church
and charity fundraising activities. We recently raised
£500 at an auction of promises. Someone donated
£150 for my babysitting services. We also made an
effort for Children in Need last week, with the kids
dressing up in Pudsey Bear scarves and the cook
making Pudsey Bear biscuits.”

Every year on Armistice Day the schoolchildren,
vill agers and members of the Royal British Legion
gather around the vill age war memorial and hold a
two-minute silence. Among the members of the Legion
is Graham Palmer, 81, who has lived in Thorverton
for 21 years. He said: "Thorverton is a truly
wonderful vill age in which to live. "I moved here to
retire — it was one of the best decisions I ever made.
"I have two daughters and they have both moved here
with their famili es, and so has my sister. I think it is
because everyone is so friendly."

Retired nurse Emmy Aird, 87, was born in
Thorverton. She lived in Glasgow for 40 years before
returning to the Devon vill age to retire. She said: "The

thing that has changed the most is the lack of people
in the vill age during weekdays. People used to have
jobs in Thorverton and now they all drive to the bigger
towns and cities for work, which can make it feel a
li ttle empty sometimes."

The vill age has a lot of activities to offer its residents,
many of which Emmy takes part in. She said: "The
Women's Institute does a lot around here and there is
a drama club, a bridge club and sports clubs for the
younger residents."

Emmy's brother, Will Ford, 81, also moved back to
Thorverton to retire. He said: "As an engineer my job
took me all over the country, but I wanted to come
back to the place where I was born. Emmy and I were
educated at Thorverton School, so it is good to see
that it is still going strong. It is nice to be close to
family and friends. I enjoy Thorverton's current
community li fe too, and am a bell ringer at the
church."

The parish church of St Thomas a Becket adds to
community li fe by hosting annual events, such as the
Devon Arts Festival and a flower festival. Opposite
the church is one of Thorverton's three pubs, The Bell
Inn. Landlady Margaret Duffy, 55, has lived in
Thorverton for five years and runs the pub with her
sister. She said: "It is a lovely vill age, and even though
it is quite quiet, there is always something going on
socially. There are a lot of parties here, in fact we
have just organised a New Year's Eve party. All three
Thorverton pubs have good working relationships
with one another. We all have our own darts teams
and play against each other in friendly competitions. I
plan on staying in Thorverton for many years to come.

Golf Society Players of
Thorverton

I have put together another load of jumbled words and
phrases to inform the residents of Thorverton what
actually happens within our society. I believe that the
Society now has a waiting list and that all new
applicants will have to be proposed by an existing
member along with an up to date CV, bank statement
& a clean driving license! I have also been told we are
now allowing players from Silverton, Upton Pyne &
Brampford Speke to join but a probationary period
will apply to cover any untoward problems that may
arise.
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Sunday 19th October
Not an off icial GSPOT day but an event which has to
be mentioned in despatches.

One of our members Mr.‘4X4’ Jim Chappelle, put on
the day to celebrate his 65th birthday, this at least
proves our youth policy is now working and can only
benefit our society.

In all 36 golfers with a vast array of abili ties set out
on a lovely rain free morning and all thankfully
returned, some carrying injuries but these were
forgotten when they saw what awaited them. Free
beer, food, prizes and pole dancers (John Mann in
drag actually) but the Exeter was full to the brim and
buzzing. It was like New Years Eve all over again,
shares in the Exeter Inn have risen sharply, totally
against the market trend.

But a big thank you here must go to Jimbo and his
lovely wife Val for putting on loads of lavish fodder
and drinks etc. Also for the prizes he put up for our
victors. Thanks also to Russell , Bandit, Jason & John
Mann for other prizes and general help that they gave,
very generous guys.

We will finish off here, thanks again Jimbo for putting
on the day, for us all to enjoy your birthday, great day
Jim, loved it and a very happy birthday mate.

Sunday 26th October

Due to the weather forecast, and it being a very wet
start to the day, only 5 members turned up to tee off
for today’s round, a brave focused bunch they must
have been and hats off to them, here are the results:

First Place, with a brilli ant round of golf, gross 41
shots, was Geoff ‘ the professor’ Bulley with 22
points.

A very good tight round with hardly a blemish - well
played Geoff . The scissors are out!

Second Place, with a very steady smack Dave
‘Howey’ Harlow with 18 Points, this again was a very
good round, especially with the conditions on the day.

Third Place was Scott ‘Boom Boom’ Hasler with a
very creditable 17 Points, again under these
conditions, good golf - well played Scotty.

DONNA-Y-TROPHY, Winner out on his own here
was’ Old Swivel Hips’ Rob Flatt, still j et lagged I
believe - whilst replacing the flag he forgot where he

had to put it, he actually tried to put it in his golf bag,
I worry about Cindy well you don’ t know do you!

Exeter In Golf Society Stableford Competition

Friday 14th November
Yet another dull and dreary day awaited the few who
dared to venture out of the comfort zone and put
themselves through the trauma of competing at this
level of golf with very li ttle to win but masses to
loose, the stigma of defeat could haunt them for years,
am I going on or what here is todays report.

Only four members set out for the days challenge a
very nice sedate four ball a gentle stroll through the
Newton St Cyres mud taking in the autumnal colours
that surrounded us like a shawl I’ m off again results
are.

First Place: the Professor Geoff Bulley with a hard
earned 15 Points a creditable hit Geoff it was not easy
out there today.

Second Place: Dave Harlow just a point behind our
winner with 14 Points if only you could play the first
again it could have been so different but a good hit.

Third Place: myself Throbbing Bob Hyde with a lowly
12 Points but as I said it was not easy out there today.

DONNA –Y – TROPHY,
Joint winners on the first playing there second shots
Reith Roberts & Dave Harlow both decided to play
each others ball rather than their own; sill y boys.

MOUNTED CLUB (shortest dr ive)
Again on the first myself Throbbing Bob Hyde the
ball j ust making the end of the tee nothing was said
but the laughter was heard across the course.

ANNIKA TROPHY (Last Place) was Reith (I look
good in Shorts) Roberts with 10 points, not to bad
Reith I have seen worse. I mean the legs not the score.

No twos today, there will be a couple of half shots
given back to Reith & Myself but it was diff icult
today, no one played badly it was just hard the course
certainly played its distance. One last thing before I
shut up the last couple of Friday meets have not been
that well attended what are you babies come on you
fine weather players buy your self some wet gear an
umbrella or a donkey jacket maybe or some gloves
come on get out of that armchair wathing the Doctors,
or Jeremy Kyle, you will get fat.

Bob Hyde
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Ploughing Match
Photos by Alex Fice and John Spivey, of the Western Counties Heavy Horses Ploughing Match at Netherexe Barton
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Poetry
What would Great Gran say?

What would Great Gran say
Could she return for one whole day?
Around Christmas time would be good,
We'd take her shopping for some food.
I'm pretty sure her eyes would pop
Inside the supermarket shop,
I feel that she would wonder why
There is so much we need to buy.

Juice and squash of every flavour,
Sauces, pickles, crisps to savour,
In salt'n vinegar, beef and chicken,
Barbecue taste and finger li ckin'
Snacks - in packages and jars,
Nutty chocs and chewy bars,
Exotic fruit from distant places,
Turkeys, salmon, ducks and braces

Of pheasants, all laid out in rows
And every vegetable that grows
In England or lands overseas
And tins of everything, from peas
To peaches, soup and cream.
Great Gran would think it all a dream:
Her shopping li st was simply read,
Starting with basic tea and bread.

Oats for porridge, flour and lard,
(Wages were low and times were hard.)
All else she kept upon her shelf,
She had preserved or baked herself;
Shallots in vinegar, beetrooot slioced,
Pickled cabbage, chutney spiced,
A hand-mixed cake, a home-cured ham,
Honey and her pots of jam.

I wonder what Great Gran would say
Could she behold our vast array?
I doubt that she would choose to stay
And partake in this mad aff ray.
Her times were diff icult for sure,
Today we'd think of them as poor;
Yet they all ate and were well fill ed
With produce by their own hands till ed.

And on the Sabbath knelt as one
To thank God for the rain and sun,
Their staple food, their harvest grain
And never knew the stress and strain
Of weekly shopping trips to buy
More than is good for you and I.
I wait in queue - see trolleys loaded,
Think of Gran and I am goaded
Into wishing she could share
A littl e of this bounteous fare.

Doreen Beer

Christmas Shopmobility

Exeter Community Transport Association’s
Shopmobili ty wheelchairs and scooters help less
mobile people get around the city centre and I am
hoping that you will be able to help us spread the
word through your parish magazine in time for
Christmas shopping. Our information is as follows:

Anyone, Exeter residents or visitors,  needing help to
get around the city centre can borrow a manual or
powered wheelchair or scooter for shopping, sight-
seeing, business or meeting friends.

Booking by phone will ensure that a suitable vehicle is
available, but we will always try to help people who
call i n. We complete a simple registration process and
ask to see two forms of identification. We have a
range of mobili ty scooters and powered or manual
wheelchairs and full training in their safe use is
provided. A returnable deposit of £3 is payable for the
use of the vehicle and donations ensuring the
continuation of this valuable service are always
welcome.

Exeter Shopmobili ty is based on the corner of Paris
Street and Southernhay, opposite Exeter Bus Station
and close to the Tourist Information Centre. Free
parking is available for Shopmobili ty users in the
Princesshay Car Park. Our opening hours are 9.30am
until 4.30pm Monday to Friday and 10a m until 4pm
Saturday, with additional hours for Christmas
shopping.

Please contact me if you have any queries or concerns
and edit this as you see fit. If you are able to include
our information it would be lovely to have a copy of
your magazine. Thank you very much for your help.
 

Kay Yendall
Tel:01392 494 001

kay@exetercta.co.uk

Walking in Devon
There’s no doubt about it, walking is good for you.
It’s good for your heart, it’s good for your lungs, it’s
good for the muscle and bone growth of your children
and it’s good for your feeling of wellbeing! Strong
scientific evidence now supports the many benefits to
health of regular walking – it is recommended that we
take at least 10,000 steps a day.
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Studies show that walking can:
• Reduce the risk of coronary heart disease and

stroke
• Lower blood pressure
• Reduce high cholesterol
• Reduce body fat
• Enhance mental well being

Walking offers a great way to help kids get the active
habit. If parents express excitement about the prospect
of a walk in the countryside, they are more likely to
transmit this feeling to their children. It’s important to
treat the walk as an exploration or adventure and to go
at the child’s pace, no matter how often they want to
stop and look at things; take treats to eat and plenty to
drink; and head for some landmark that will appeal to
them such as a castle, a playground, an ice cream van
or a boating pond. If children experience walking as

part of a fun activity they are more likely to want to
go again.

So, how do you find out what is on offer? John Harris, a
keen walker, got fed up with the lack of information on
walks that were going on in the County. So, he decided
that if he couldn’ t find what he was looking for – he had
better create it! So http://www.walkingindevon.co.uk
came into being. This gives you all the information you
need for the best walking in the County.

Details of more than 120 walks to download and print
free, details of all the Devon walking groups, maps
and walk books – plus loads more information.
So check out the website and get walking!

Halloween

It was dark and a witchetty sort of night
As I peaceably sat in the green-but-dim light
When all of a sudden, quite out of the blue,
Someone came knocking. I wondered who.
I opened the door and to my surprise
Found this weird looking bunch of guys.
"Arggh" I would have howled aloud
But one of me and them a crowd
And the one at the back had a gun in his hand.

A babble of voices, confusion of noises
I turned to run from this gang of boyses
But my eye was caught by a brown paper bag
And I handed it over saying it was swag.
Their demeanour changed, became rather charming,
It was very..... calming.
I realised later I'd been a fool,
I knew them all from lunchtime School.
And there wasn't a gun in her hand.

Jane Ristic

The Brampford Speke Village Hall Development Committee welcomes you to
the next Crafty Breakfast in the

Brampford Speke Parish Hall

Saturday, 31st January 2009
9.30 – 11.30am²³´³µ ¶·¸¹ º³»¹¼¶½¾¿ ¼³ º¹ÀÀÁÂ³³Ã · ¼·ÄÀ¹ Å³Æ ÇÈÉÊÊ

Sell your craftwork, cakes, household goods, clutter,
fruit and vegetables or raise funds for your chosen charity

To book your table or for further information phone Sue Satchell 01392 841785
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Photo album
The Blessing of Mr & Mrs Beard
(Headmistress of Thorverton Primary School)
St Thomas of Canterbury Parish Church
November 16th, 2008

Photo by John Spivey

The Royal British Legion (Thorverton Branch)
commemorating the 90th anniversary of Armistice
Day.

Photos by Alex Fice
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The Garden In December and
January
So, one year ends, and another begins. It has been an
odd year weather wise, with summer happening
briefly in May, then very dry for a long spell , and not
much else in the way of warmth after that, and more
than our share of rain and gales in the later part of the
year. It seems to have resulted in some odd
happenings in the garden, with some early flowering
things having a second go later than usual, and others
coming and disappearing much more quickly than
usual.

It is likely that the weather will prevent much being
done outside for the next couple of months, but here
are a few reminders of things to be done when a
reasonable spell comes along.

Finish digging any bare ground, if it isn't done
already. Cut out all fruited canes on raspberries, and
older, fruited wood on black currants, to leave as
much young growth as possible to fruit next year. Do
any winter pruning of apple and pear trees as soon as
possible, but don't do it if there is frost on the trees.
Bush roses can be partly pruned now, to reduce the
height and prevent 'wind-rock' over the bad weather,
then finish off the job in March.

This is the time of year to plant bare root trees,
shrubs, and roses, if the soil i s reasonably dry. If not,
heel in the plants in any empty ground, making sure
that there is a good covering of soil over the roots, and
leave them there until conditions improve. Evergreens
are best planted in the spring, as the soil begins to
warm up. These days, current opinion advises
planting into a square hole rather than the usual round
one - the roots are much more likely to grow outwards
into the surrounding soil i f they come up against a
corner - and the roots of pot grown plants particularly
are likely to go on growing round in circles if put into
a round hole with no corners. It sounds quite logical to
me!

Plants and bulbs received at Christmas are not always
easy to keep in good condition. Plants will almost
certainly have come out of a heated and temperature
controlled greenhouse, with fairly high humidity , and
do not like the change into a room which is hot and
dry by day, and probably chill y at night. If you can,
stand them on an oversized saucer containing those
clay beads ('Hortag'), which can be kept permanently
moist, and which will keep a damp atmosphere round
the plant. AVOID OVERWATERlNG, - probably the
number one kill er of pot-plants, especially as most of

them will be in peat-based compost, which tends to
hold the moisture. Leave them until the soil feels fairly
dry, then give them a good soaking, and stand the
plant off its saucer until any surplus water has drained
out. Do not leave plants standing in a saucer of water.

Cyclamen tend to rot if they are watered into the
crown of the plant, so stand them in a bowl of slightly
warmed water until i t comes up to the pot surface,
then let them drain well . Lastly, do not leave pot
plants shut behind the curtains at night, as it can get
really cold there on a freezing night - bring them
inside into the warm room. Don't forget that most
bulbs are grown in bowls with no drainage holes, so
take extra care not to over-water them - if you think
the roots are sitting in too much water, turn the bowl
on its side for a while to drain off the surplus - but
don't leave them too long, or the stems may begin to
turn upwards. Poinsettias are one plant that tends to
go off very quickly if it is not treated the right way,
but I have kept them in flower for several months with
a li ttle TLC!

As if that isn't enough, peat based composts are
extremely diff icult to wet again if they are allowed to
dry right out - the only thing to do in this case is to
stand the plant overnight in a deep container of tepid
water containing a few drops of washing-up liquid
(only a few drops, please) which will help the water to
penetrate the soil .

Finally, keep feeding the birds, and see that they have
fresh water available, and they will reward you by
clearing up pests around the garden.

Happy Christmas and New Year!
Pat Brooks

Focus from Wiltshire!
This month Focus was mainly produced in
Marlborough, in Wiltshire. Rob Purvis, who this
month had the honour of putting together the
magazine, was in Marlborough visiting relatives.

With a laptop, and access to the internet, he was
able to compile most of this issue, and just add
the final touches on his return to the safety of
Thorverton.
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Thorverton Parish Information
(Please notify any changes to the Editor.)

AIR AMBULANCE EMERGENCY - QUOTE NATIONAL GRID REFERENCE
RECREATION GROUND – Sheet 192 SS 923019   MEMORIAL HALL FIELD – Sheet 192 SS 926019

Bus services            See inside back cover
Carers' Suppo rt Group Anne Higman, Wyndham House Surgery, Silverton.   860034.

Meetings - 3rd Wednesday of month, Wyndham House, 2.30-4.30 p.m.
Church (C of E) The Revd. Douglas Dettmer, The Rectory, Thorverton.  860332

Church Wardens Peter Colebrook, Ockero, Thorverton.  861019.
Edwin Greed, Fortescue, Netherexe.  841231.

Consort Mary Thomas, 1 The Glebe, Thorverton.  860730.
P.C.C. Treasurer Jean Brown, Rydal Cottage, Bullen Street. 861176.
Friends of Thorverton Parish Church Trust    Emmie Aird, Kirkfoard, The Berry, Thorverton.

Church (Baptist) The Revd. Maurice Harrison, 01884 258599.
Secretary Phyllis Langdon,  860932.
Services, notice board or Focus.

Coun ty Coun cill or Cllr. Mr. M. Lee.  01363 772671.
District Coun cill or Cllr. Mr. R. M. Deed.  01392 861258.
Doctors Dr  Jon Wride & Lynne Anderson / Drs Stead, O’Brien & Ziegler. Surgery

times: see below.
Electricity (Western Power) Report a loss of power: 0800 365 900   Bill Enquiries: 0800 365 000

Street lights 0870 556 1851
Friends of Thorverton & Silverton Surgeries     Christine Walker,  881501
Gas Emergency 0800 111999
Leonard Trust   Chairman: R Hughes. Secretary: Mrs. E Hughes, 3 Dinham Mews, Exeter EX4 4EF
Library (Exeter Mobile)      EVERY WEDNESDAY, 2.55pm to 3.15pm  in the Quarry Car Park
Newspaper Reporter (Express & Echo)   Jane Ristic, 53 Silver Street, Thorverton.  860054
Parish Coun cil Chairman Cllr. Michael Ayre,
Parish Clerk Mrs Kate West, Great Pit Stables, Silverton.  861560.
Parish Coun cil Meetings 2nd Tuesday of month, at The Memorial Hall, 7.30 pm.
Parish Allotments Contact the Parish Clerk - 861560
Parish Coun cil Notice Board  Situated in School Lane, opposite the Thorverton Arms.
     IMPORTANT!- PLANNING APPLICATION NOTICES ARE DISPLAYED HERE.
Pension Service PO Box 93,  Plymouth  PL6 5WJ.      0845 60 60 265
Police Central Switchboard 24 Hours:  0845 2777444.
Post Off ice Portacabin (TCT Ltd)  Quarry Car Park, Thorverton  EX5 5NG.   860455

Mon. to Fri :  9 am.-1.00 pm.,    2 pm.– 5.30 pm.
Sat. : 9 am.-12 noon      Sun.  9 am - 10.30 am for newspaper sales only
Business Manager:     Jill Blewett, Faircop, Jericho St, Thorverton
Chair and Company Secretary: Heather Kershaw, 25 The Glebe, 860419

Public Telephon e Kiosk Opposite the Church, outside the Bell Inn, Dinneford  St.
Schoo l (C of E Primary)  Head Teacher: Tania Markham   860374.
Schoo l Governors Chair: Clive Hamblin

Clerk: Jane Ristic, 53 Silver St.  860054
Schoo l P.T.F.A. Chair: Deishan Luffman, North Barn, Raddon, Thorverton. 860016

Secretary: Marie Thomas, 01884 855275
Treasurer: Di Baker, 860426

South West Water 24 Hour Emergency: 0800 169 1144.           Helpline: 0800 169 1133.
Thorverton Mill ennium Chair: Dame Margaret Turner-Warwick, Pynes House,

Green Trust Silver Street  861173     Hon. secretary: Shirley Hoole.
Thorverton Rural Services Chair: Alan Turner, 860164

Association
Tiverton Volunteer Centre 28, Gold Street, Tiverton  EX16 6PY.  Judy Seymour, 01884 255734.
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Thorverton Organisations

Amateur Dramatic Society     Chair: Colin Marshall, 861228
Secretary: Lisa Browning, 861424
Meetings - Last Wednesday of each month at the W.I. Hut.

Art Group Barrie Phillips, Crossmead, School Lane, Thorverton. 860529
Meet Fridays during term-time at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 am-12.00.

Arts Exchange Claire Cousins, Cubberley House, The Berry. 860438.
Monthly meetings in members’ homes at 8.0 pm. (see Diary)

Association Foot ball Club   Chairman: Andy Harris, 01392 851664
Secretary: David Gregory, 2 The Orchard, Brampford Speke, 841803.

Bridge Circle Graeme Culshaw, 3 The Glebe, Thorverton 860203.
Meets 1st/3rd/5th Fridays at the W.I. Hut from 7.00 p.m..

Brownies’ Leader Hannah James, 0789 403 7133.
Meet Fridays during term-time at the W.I. Hut, 5.30-7.00 pm.

Church Flower Club Meetings as advertised.
Cricke t Club Chair: Charles Kislingbury, Arley House, 19 Church St, Silverton.  860270

  Secretary: M C Denford, 14 Moorlands, Tiverton EX16 6UF 01884 255076
Fixture Sec: J Meredith, 190 Mincinglake Rd, Exeter EX4 7DS 01392 272504

Focus Magazine Chair: John Carter, Rewe.  841237
Editor: Neville Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062.
Secretary: Jane Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062.
Treasurer:  Barbara Uglow, 14 Cleaves Close, Thorverton. 860614.
 Focus deliveries – John Carter, Rewe.  841237

Friends of Silverton & Thorverton Surgeries
Coffee Mornings in The Royal British Legion Club, Silverton
held on the LAST THURSDAY of every month except December.

Golf Society Players of Thorverton Care of Exeter Inn, 01392 860206
History Society Chair: Bill Stamper, Dunelm, Raddon, Thorverton. 860214

Secretary: Phyllis Langdon, Ferndale, Bullen Street, Thorverton. 860932.
Ladies Group Meet 2nd Thursday of month,  (Venue and time - see Focus Notices).
Memorial Hall Committee  Chair: Mr Mike Shelton. Fir Tree House, Bullen Street. 861027.

Treasurer: John White, Waters Ford, Milford Lane. 860827.
Secretary & Bookings:  Jean White, Waters Ford, Milford Lane. 860827.

Memorial Hall Market 2nd Saturday of the month, at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 - 11.00 am.
Playgroup Contact: Laura Samuel (Chair) 861496.

Mon 9.30am-12pm, Tues/Weds 9.30am-12pm & Lunch Club 12pm-1pm,
Thurs 9.15-11.45am; 12.45pm- 3.15pm & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm. during term-time, at Memorial Hall.

Thorverton Ambling, Rambling and Tramping Society (TARTS)
Contacts : Caroline Prince 07749 775304 or Jean Brown 861176
See notices of walks in Old Post Office Window Bullen Street.

Todd ler Group Contact : Nic Fice 860318.
Wednesdays, during term-time, at the W.I. Hut, 9.45 a.m.-11.45.

Rainbo ws Contact Jean Pearn  860105, Penny Fice  861136,
Term-time, Tuesdays  4-5 pm at the W.I. Hut.

Royal British Legion Chairman / Hon. sec:  Bill Stamper,  Dunelm,  Raddon, Thorverton. 860214
Hon. Treasurer: Emmie Aird.

Women’s Institute Secretary: Susan  Maguire    01392 860631
Bookings:  Susan Maguire    01392 860631.
W.I. Meeting. 1st Tuesday of the month at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm.
Whist, 3rd Tuesday of the month, at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm.

W.I. Market & Coffee 4th Saturday of the month at the W.I. Hut. 10.00 am. to 11.00 am.
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Doctors’ Surgeries

THE EXE VALLEY PRACTICE

Dr JON WRIDE and Dr LYNNE ANDERSON

The Surgery, The Berry, The Surgery, 3 Coach Road,
THORVERTON EX5 5NT SILVERTON EX5 4JL
Tel: 01392 860273 (24 hours) Tel: 01392 860176 (in surgery hours)
Fax: 01392 860654 Fax: 01392 861598

www.exevalleypractice.co.uk

Surgery Hours

Mon. 2.30  -   4.30   Mon.     9.00  - 11.00
Tue. 3.30  -   5.30           Tue.      9.00  - 11.00
Wed. 10.30  - 11.30  Wed.     3:30 -    5:30
Thu. 3.00  -   5.00              Thu.      9.00  -  11.00
Fri. 9.00  - 12.00              Fri.        3.00  -    5.00

The Surgeries are OPEN at the followi ng times

Mon.   8.30  - 12.45  &  2.00  - 6.00               Mon.      8.45  - 12.30
Tue.    8.30  - 12.45  &  2.00  - 6.00               Tue.      8.45  - 12.00
Wed.   8.30  - 12.45  &  2.00  - 5.00             Wed.        3.00  -   6.00
Thu.    8.30  - 12.45  &  2.00  - 6.00        Thu.          8.45  - 12.30
Fri.      8.30  - 12.45  &  2.00  - 4.00         Fri.           2.00  -   6.00

REPEAT PRESCRIPTIONS  (Monday – Friday)   Please note that 48 hours notice is required for ALL
repeat prescriptions. Repeat Prescription line:    01392 861622

WYNDHAM HOUSE SURGERY,  Fore Street,  SILVERTON,  EX5 4HZ
Telephone 01392 860034                   www.wyndhamhousesurgery.co.uk

Dispensary Hours:     Monday to Thursday:     09.00 – 13.00  &  14.00 – 18.00
                                   Friday:                            09.00 – 13.00  &  14.00 – 17.00

Please note The doctors are happy to speak to you on the phone instead of an appointment. Please
request this from reception when you telephone.

Dr Jonathan STEAD Dr Anthon y O’BRIEN Dr Emma ZIEGLER

Monday 09.00 - 11.00 08.30 - 10.30
                            15.30 - 17.30                         15.00 -  17.30                                                                     

Tuesday 09.00 - 11.00 09.00 -  12.00
                            15.30 - 17.30                         15.00 -  17.30                                                                     

Wednesday 09.00 - 11.00 09.00 - 11.00
                            15.30 - 17.30                                                                       15.00 - 17.00                       

Thursday 09.00 - 12.00 09.00 - 11.00

Friday 09.00 - 11.00 09.00 - 12.00 09.00 - 11.00
Alt. weeks *15.00 - 16.00 Alt. weeks

(Urgent cases only)*
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Bus services

Turner’s Tours / Carmel Coaches (bus 678)  Mon-Fri. 10.09 from The Berry and the Baptist Chapel.
Return 13.35 from Exeter bus station, Stand 5.

Please note that the Cook’s Coaches service 55B has ended, and is replaced by Stagecoach at slightly altered times.

Stagecoach (service 55B) Mon-Sat (except Bank Holidays)
To Tiverton  07.56, 8.53, 10.48, 12.43 14.43, 17.38, 18.18 from The Berry and Broadlands.
Return from Tiverton bus station. 07.30, 9.30, 11.25, 13.25, 15.20, 18.30.

To Exeter 07.55, 09.55, 11.50, 13.50, 15.45, 18.55 from The Berry and Broadlands.
Return from Exeter bus station. 07.35, 08.30, 10.25, 12.20, 14.20, 17.15, 17.55

Stagecoach 55 service runs every half-hour in each direction along the Exeter-Tiverton road, stopping at the
Thorverton turn.  Please consult Stagecoach 55 Group timetable for details of this service.

Stagecoach free service to Somerfield’s, Broadclyst, from Broadlands on Tuesdays 14.00.

Stagecoach offers a variety of concessions for regular commuters, shoppers, children, students and jobseekers as
well as one-day unlimited-use Explorer tickets. Further details from Stagecoach: 01392 427711 or 01803 664500 or
www.stagecoachbus.com or www.devon.gov.uk/devonbus.

Devonbus Timetable Information: call Traveline  0870 608 2 608  Timetables available at the Post Office
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Diary 2008
Please notify FOCUS Editor of additions or changes.

(Email : focusonthorverton@yahoo.co.uk or phone Nevill e Lane on 861062)

DECEMBER
Mon 1st Chatter Café, 2.30 - 4.30 p.m.
Tue 2nd W.I Meeting: AGM
Sat 6th Holly Ball , Thorverton Memorial Hall , 8.00 pm

Surgery Coffee Morning, WI Hut, 10.00 am – 12.00
Sat 13th Christmas Saturday Market, Thorverton Memorial Hall , 9.30 - 11.00 a.m.
Tue 16th Whist, W.I. Hut, 7.30 p.m.

Craft Class, 27 Broadlands, 2.00 p.m.
Wed 17th Thorverton school Candleli t Nativity Service, Parish Church, 5.30 p.m.

Arts Exchange, Gifts and Giving, Garden Cottage, 8.00 p.m.
Thu 18th Pantomime Sleeping Beauty, Thorverton Memorial Hall , 7.30 p.m.
Fri 19th Pantomime Sleeping Beauty, Thorverton Memorial Hall , 7.30 p.m.
Sat 20th W.I Coffee Morning/Stalls. 10 a.m.

Not The Vill age Shop, Christmas Festivities, 11.00 a.m.
Pantomime Sleeping Beauty, Thorverton Memorial Hall , 2.30 p.m.
Pantomime Sleeping Beauty, Thorverton Memorial Hall , 7.30 p.m.

Sun 21st Christmas Carol Service at the Parish Church, 5.00 p.m.
Service of Carols and Lessons, Baptist Church, 10:30 a.m., coffee/tea to follow

Tue 23rd Carol Singing, meet in The Berry, 7.00p.m.

2009

JANUARY
Thu 8th Ladies Group Christmas Meal, meet at The Bell at 7.15 p.m.
Sat 10th Church Consorts’ 10th Anniversary Songs of Praise, Parish Church, 6.00 p.m.

MAY
12th – 16th Church Week and East Devon Arts Festival

JUNE

Sat 13th Thorverton Country Show
Sun 14th Thorverton Country Show


