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Editorial

Our sleepy little Devon vil lage had a surprise
visitor in January, when Tony Blair literally
dropped in to the Millennium Field.  However, if
he was hoping to buy tickets for the pantomime,
Sinbad, he would have been out of luck because
they had already sold out.  The full houses were
a just reward for the hours of effort that had
again gone into producing the pantomime.  Well
done to Sue Bonnet for her direction,
choreography and wardrobe skill s, and to all in
the large cast of actors and dancers who gave so
much enjoyment to the audiences.  I know that
several were carrying colds, so it took particular
determination to see this through.  But as they
say, the show must go on.  I sincerely hope that
many more shows go on.

The Raddon Ministry has said goodbye to an
inspirational figure with Rona Orme moving to
Peterborough (via Northampton).  While Rona
was not a Thorverton resident - she lived in
Brampford Speke - she was very well known in
the village through her church involvement,
particularly with children's groups.  The church
in Peterborough is fortunate indeed to have Rona
coming to work with them.  I wish her well .
Rona has included a farewell piece in this
month's Focus.

Amongst what I hope you will agree is a wide
range of articles once more, we have an article
updating us on the exploits of our Thorverton
Youth football team, whose excellent results
have continued.  Congratulations to them and to
all those who have helped them to become the
force that they are.

I write this on a particularly mild day, typical of
so many days over what seems to have been an
unusually mild winter.  Already I am starting to
see the signs of spring, but more of that in next
month Focus.  I hope that you enjoy this month's
Focus - the monthly magazine of a perhaps not
so sleepy little Devon vil lage.

Nevill e Lane   Editor
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Letters
A National Contribution from Thorverton

Working together, the Thorverton Memorial Hall
and the Thorverton Millennium Green were
privileged to provide, at very short notice, a
helicopter landing pad and a car park pick up
point to help a most senior public person go
about his very onerous duties in safety.

We are very fortunate to live in a country where
those responsible for high level personal security
can, acting with courtesy and initiative, rely on
the instant support and discretion of small
communities to play their part when needed.

Stephanie Shelton
Thorverton Memorial Hall

Margaret Turner Warwick
Thorverton Mill ennium Green

From Rona Orme

I have been overwhelmed by all the different
ways in wish you have wished me both goodbye
and farewell for the future.  I appreciate your
kind words and gestures.  The cards and letters

have mentioned many of the highlights that I
have been remembering as I pack up.  I will
remember you, and many of the moments we
have shared, with affection.  My new moose,
given to me by my younger friends in Brampford
Speke, looks forward to travelling with me on
the next part of my life-adventure but will
always remind me of the ‘Service with a Smile J’
part of my life.  Thank you, also, for your
generous donation on my behalf to The
Children’s Society.

A friend has given me the following verse from
the Bible for encouragement as I step into the
unknown:  ‘Do not be discouraged for I, the
LORD, am with you wherever you go.’ This
comes from the book of Joshua chapter 1 verse
5.  I pray that you, too, will hold fast to this verse
and be comforted.

I pray that GOD will continue to bless you
richly.

Rona has just written a book called Rural
Children, Rural Church published by Church
House Publishing ISBN 978 07151 4126 7 at
£5.99.

News from Devon County Council
Devon's Rubbish statistics are great!

Recycling rates in Devon have jumped again to
45.7% compared with 40.6% six months ago.
Devon is one of the top three counties for
recycling in the country; the national average for
recycling is only 26.7%. Recycling rates in the
county have increased significantly since 2003
when levels stood at 22%. Since then, the
County Council has been working in partnership
with district councils on the 'Don't let Devon go
to waste' initiative, promoting ways to reduce
waste.

"This is great progress and very encouraging,"
said Councillor Margaret Rogers, Executive

Member for the Environment. "Since these
figures are only the half year statistics, we still
have six more months to achieve even greater
success if everyone does their bit. It's small
things that can make a big difference.  Making
Devon greener is one of the main priorities for
Devon County Council, and we need the public's
help to achieve this goal. We are investing in
more recycling and composting facil ities for
instance, and providing information on how
everyone can take steps to reduce, reduce and
recycle. Making a few changes to our lifestyles
could benefit Devon now and in the future too. "

More information about how to reduce waste can
be found on www.recycledevon.org.
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John Morrish

John was born on 28th June 1935 to Herbert and
Margaret in Hannabusses, Raddon.  In 1937
John's sister Margaret was born and shortly after
the family moved to Woodbine Cottage. He
lived there all his li fe until he died on 19th

December last year.

John attended the local schools and on leaving
aged 15 he worked as a sign-writer at Ford Signs
before doing national service in the RAF.  He
then worked as an engineer at Silverton paper
mill, as a fabricator/welder at Westbrick
Engineering and finally as a postman.  I think of
all these he enjoyed being a postman the most
(except at Christmas!).  He was well liked and
respected by all those he delivered to as was
evident at his retirement party.

He enjoyed his retirement, occupying himself
with his painting, cartoons and gardening. The
subjects of his paintings were often of local
scenes and he enjoyed sharing his knowledge
with the Art Group.  His cartoons as well as
being in Focus were used in the Express and
Echo during the 1970s; also several other
national publications used them.

John's work in the focus displayed his keen
interest in local affairs with a unique, tongue in
cheek look at local event that didn't seem to
offend anyone (a rare gift).  Many people have
said that they looked forward to his latest take on
vil lage life and I feel sure he would have had a
field day with the new shop, its electrici ty supply
(strimmers and mowers permitting), plot
availabil ity (parking space permitting), MOT,
fuel etc, etc. would have supplied him with
endless material!

He was a quiet man with a mischievous sense of
humour that was so subtle it often went
unnoticed. John's loving and caring nature was
never more evident than in the care of his
Mother whom he looked after from the late
1950s, following the death of his father, until her
death in 2001.

I would like to take this opportunity on behalf of
our family to thank all those that attended John's
funeral and for the donations.  It was a great
comfort to us to see how popular he was.

John's name will now be added to the growing
list of local characters that are sadly no longer
with us and another chapter of vil lage life comes
to an end.

Ivor Banks

Tony Blair in Thorverton
The Prime
Minister at the
Millennium
Green.

Perhaps you
have a better
caption for this
photo - let us
know by 20
February and
we will publish
the best
suggestions in
the next
edition of
Focus.
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Thorverton Parish Council
Report of the January 2007 meeting of
the Parish Council

Affordable Housing
The deadline for the Housing Needs Survey was extended to enable all recipients to respond. The Council
resolved that its support in principle for a development of open market housing should be conditional
upon both affordable housing and a shop and post off ice being provided, subject to satisfactory design
and appearance.

Village Shop
The mobile shop is now trading from the Quarry Car Park since Dame Margaret obtained permission
from the Church Commissioners.  The Council i s seeking estimates for the entrance to the car park to be
tarmaced.

Planning Matters

• Planning decisions noted:
Change of use of redundant farm buildings to live/work unit, Crosses, Hulk Lane, Thorverton.

• Planning applications considered:
Ref: 06/02690FULL Use of land for the siting of temporary buildings to provide post office and
wc. Post Off ice (Portacabin), Car Park, Thorverton.
Ref: 06/02465FULL Erection of a greenhouse, Hannabusses, Raddon Road, Thorverton.

Other Parish Business

• Parish Council meetings will take place in the Memorial Hall from now on.
• The Chairman has met with an officer from the Highways Department of Devon County Council

to look at several highway issues in the Parish.  Some outcomes of the meeting are that funding
may be available to continue the pavement in Silver Street down to the Cricket Ground, but that
the Highways Department are unlikely to consider implementing traff ic calming measures in
Silver Street.  Further details are available in the full Parish Council meeting minutes.

• The Council decided that after three years of no increases to the Precept, (funding required to
cover the cost of Parish Council spending) an increase in line with inflation was now necessary, in
order to safeguard against a larger rise in the future.

• The Chairman is to write to the Chief Inspector expressing the Parish Council’ s concern regarding
poor Policing in the vil lage.

• Two Police Community Service Officers (PCSOs) will soon be covering the Thorverton area and
will liasing with the Parish Council at the monthly meetings.

The next Parish Council Meeting will take place in the Memorial Hall on Tuesday 13th February 2007 at
7.30pm.  An Agenda is displayed on the Parish Notice Board prior to meetings.

Kate West, Parish Clerk
Telephone: 01392 861560, email : Thorvertonclerk@aol.com
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Thorverton Memorial Hall News

Saturday Market & Big Breakfast
The Saturday Market continues to thrive along
with the ever popular Big Breakfast. We’d like
to take this opportunity to thank all our
customers and stall -holders and, of course, our
team, which gives its time so generously and
regularly. Your ongoing support is much
appreciated.

100 Club Draw Winner for January
£50 – No 43 Clive King

Draw Winners for January were:
Fruit Box Lisa Browning
Cadburys Roses Claire Heaven-Ince
Scottish Shortbread Dorothy May

Jazz Night
Love jazz, or just fancy a fun night out? Either
way, you really mustn’ t miss the Neil Maya
Quartet, making their debut appearance at the
Hall on Saturday 17th February at 8:00pm.

I am assured that these guys really know how to
swing, so put on your glad rags and prepare to be
entertained.

Tickets from Sheena Hunter-Hedges (860843).
Also available at the February Market.

100 Club
If you’re on Jane’s reserve list for this year,
please contact her on 01392 860772, as a couple
of numbers were still available at the time of
going to press.

Outdoor Shakespeare
Date for your Diary
I know it’s only February and summer is an age
away, but take note all you Shakespeare fans.
Now is the time to remind yourselves that Rain
or Shine will be returning to Thorverton on
Saturday, 7th July to entertain us with “Twelfth
Night” . If you didn’ t get to see them in 2006,
you missed a real treat. Come and join us this
year for an unforgettable evening.

Casino Night
We're holding our very first Casino Night on
Saturday, 24th March and the Hall i s seeking
sponsorship for the gaming tables. Any local
business interested in sponsoring either a whole
table at £150 or half a table at £75 should please
contact either Stephanie Shelton or Sheena
Hunter-Hedges for further information.

Entry to this event will be by ticket (£10 per
person to include a buffet) and further details
will appear in the March issue of Focus.

"Duck" Market - Saturday, April 14th
Be sure not to miss the "Duck" Market on
Saturday, 14th April, when we will be holding a
competition to find the "Best-Dressed Duck"
(title open to interpretation - but no "oven-
readies" please).

Watch this space for more details.

We also thought it would be fun to have a "Duck
Race" on the same day and have asked
Playgroup to produce some posters for us. These
will be on display at the February Market, where
you will be able to vote for the ones you would
like to see used to promote the "Duck Race"
event.

Easter Bingo
The first of our "occasional" series begins in
March, with three special Easter Bingos. All
welcome on Tuesdays 13th, 20th and 27th for
"eyes down" at 7:30pm.

Jane's Nearly New Stall
If you have any items for our latest stall, please
contact Jane on 01392 860772 for details
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Notice Board

  THORVERTON
MEMORIAL HALL

 SATURDAY MARKET

            

Saturday 10th February

 9.30 - 11.00am

Breakfast Bar, Books, Preserves
Fruit & Veg, Plants, Cards, Draw

Bric-a-brac, Toiletr ies,
Cakes, Jewellery etc.

100 Club Draw

Reg. Char ity No. 203778

Thorverton Arts Exchange

At Arts Exchange meetings we share our
enthusiasms for writing, music, painting, film,
craft etc. with one another. Usually there is a
theme to our choices, but occasionally an
individual member will take responsibil ity for a
whole evening. The meetings take place in
members’ homes at 8.00 p.m. The next six
meetings are:

Feb 8th Letters Stable House
Mar 15th Time Cubberley House
April 5th Consequences Ockero
May 10th Mysteries Pynes House
June 7th Movement Campion Cottage

New members are always welcome.
For further information contact

Claire Cousins at Cubberley House, The Berry
(860438)

THORVERTON
MEMORIAL HALL� � � � � � � � � � �	 
 � �  � 
 � � � � � � � � � �� � � � � � � �  ! � " � � # $ % & ' � � ' � � # ( �� ( ! � � ) * + � , * - - � �. ( * ) � � � � � � + / ) � � " 0 � � "  � , ) � #/ � �

Reg. Char ity No. 203778
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Can anyone please help one careful reader?
 Does anyone have, or know where I can get hold of, "The
Sleep of Reason" and "Last Things", the final 2 volumes of
C P Snow's "Strangers and Brothers" series? I've tried
second-hand book shops, Amazon and Book Barn to no
avail and the last known publisher "House of Stratus" is,
alas, now sadly defunct. If you have them and would be
happy for me to borrow them, I promise they will be well
cared for and returned.

Sheena Hunter-Hedges
Mar Lodge
Thorverton
01392 860843

Wanted to rent - 2 bedroomed accommodation
- house flat or cottage - urgently required to rent
by single mum with child at Thorverton School.
Please ring Rosemary Vessels on 01392 860582.

Mobile Library Service

Thanks to the co-operation of the Parish Council
the Mobile Library wil l in future operate

from the Quarry Car Park
on Wednesdays from 2.55 to 3.15 p.m.

Devon Library Services

� � � � � � � � � � 	 
 � �  � � �� �� � � � � �
Thorverton Parish Church�

 � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �  ! !  " � ��
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Moving On!. / 0 1 2 3 4 5 / 6 2 3 4 7 8 / 2 9
The Raddon Team

& Stoke Canon Benefice
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Focus AGM
Wednesday 7th March 2007

in the Baptist Chapel Schoolroom
at 7.30pm

All welcome

Thorverton Church Consor t

Practices (on Thursdays) are usually in church
from 7.45 to 9.00 pm

February
Thurs 1st Practice
Thurs 15th Practice
March
Thurs 1st Practice
Thurs 8th Practice
Thurs 22nd  Practice
April
Weds 4th Practice
May
Thurs 3rd  Practice
Sat 26th        12.15 Practice for wedding service
Thurs 31st  Practice
June
Sun 3rd 9.15 Practice for 10.00 service
Thurs 14th Practice
Thurs 28th Practice
July
Thurs 12th Practice
Thurs 19th Party
Sun 22nd  5 pm Practice

Thorverton Junior Consort

Practices (on Mondays) are usually in school
from 3.30 pm to 4.30 pm

February
Mon. 12th Practice
Mon. 26th   at 1, The Glebe Practice
March
Mon. 12th Practice
Mon. 26th Practice
April
Mon. 2nd  Practice
Mon. 30th Practice
May
Mon. 21st Practice
Sat 26th        12.15 Practice for wedding service
June
Sun 3rd 9.15 Practice for 10.00 service
Mon. 11th Practice
Mon. 25th Practice
July
Thurs 19th Party
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Ladies Group Meeting
After a very enjoyable evening making table
decorations for Christmas, and another evening
at the Ring of Bells at Cheriton Fitzpaine for a
wonderful Christmas Dinner, we hope to meet
for a Theatre trip on February 1st .

The venue is The Barnfield Theatre, and the
Players are the Police and Hospital staff who
will entertain us in a Pantomime entitled “PC
Whiddon Down”

Please will members see Beryl as soon as
possible with their £6-50 for their tickets, and we
shall be meeting in the Berry by 6-45pm at the
latest.

Many thanks to Beryl for arranging these trips
for us.

MC

2006 - A Dry Year?
If you felt that 2006 was a drier than usual year,
you would be correct.  Rainfall data collected by
Les Cotton at Nettacott Cottage,  Upton Pyne,
show that the total rainfall recorded was just
691mm - the second lowest total since 1996.
Only 2003, with just 548mm was drier. Indeed,
had it not been for a wet October, when we had

some 136mm of rainfall, it would have been a
relatively very dry year indeed.

I am grateful to Les for collecting the rainfall
data and providing them to me. The chart below
shows 2006 compared with the average for
1996-2006 as a whole.



Focus on Thorverton 10 Vol. 38  No. 2 – February 2007

 The Raddon Team Ministry� � � � � � � � � � � 	 
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FEBRUARY 4     Septuagesima  (3 before Lent)

8 am
9 am
10 am
10 am
10 am
10 am
11.15 am
5 pm
6.30 pm
6.30 pm

CADBURY
COWLEY
HUXHAM
NEWTON ST CYRES
THORVERTON
UPTON PYNE
REWE
STOKE CANON
BRAMPFORD SPEKE
POLTIMORE

Holy Communion (BCP)  DD
Holy Communion (T)  JB
Holy Communion (C)  HW
Family Service – Holy Communion (C) RP
Holy Communion (T) & Y2J Group   DD
Service of the Word  Lay Team
Morning Prayer (BCP)  AB, DP
‘Service with a Smile’ – for All Ages
Joint Evening Service at the Parish Church RP
Evening Prayer (BCP)  DD

FEBRUARY 11     Sexagesima  (2 before Lent)

8 am
9 am
10 am
10 am
10 am
11.15 am
6.30 pm

THORVERTON
UPTON PYNE
NEWTON ST CYRES
STOKE CANON
THORVERTON
COWLEY
CADBURY

Holy Communion (BCP)  DD
Joint Service – Holy Communion (T)  AS
Holy Communion (T)  SS
Group Service – Holy Communion (C)  DD *
‘At Your Service’ – for All Ages
Holy Communion (T)  JB
Evening Prayer (BCP)  RP

* At Stoke Canon this morning, the sermon will be preached by Mrs Hilary Dawson (see below).  As part of her
ministry placement, after the service those present will be asked to offer Hilary brief feedback about her sermon.

FEBRUARY 18     Quinquagesima  (Sunday next before Lent)

8 am
9 am
10 am
10 am
10 am
10 am
11.15 am
11.15 am
6.30 pm
6.30 pm

NEWTON ST CYRES
COWLEY
BRAMPFORD SPEKE
POLTIMORE
STOKE CANON
THORVERTON
REWE
UPTON PYNE
HUXHAM
NEWTON ST CYRES

Holy Communion (BCP)  RP
Holy Communion (T)  DD
‘Service with a Smile’ :   Team + DD
Holy Communion (C)  RP
Service of the Word  VM, GK
Joint Service – Holy Communion (T)  AS
Service of the Word  DB, BB
Holy Communion (T)  DD
Evening Prayer (BCP)  DD
Evening Prayer (BCP)  RP

An update on responses to the recent Mission Action Plan consultation will be given after services at Brampford Speke
and Upton Pyne this morning.

Would you like a li ft to chur ch?

May we offer you a lift to the parish church or to a joint service elsewhere?  For transport to Sunday services from locations
in Thorverton parish, please ring Steve Rendell on (01392) 860780.  To arrange a lift to the weekday Holy Communion at
Thorverton on the last Wednesday of the month, please ring Margaret Turner-Warwick on (01392) 860940
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ASH WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 21     The First Day of Lent

9.30 am
7.30 pm
7.30 pm

THORVERTON
NEWTON ST CYRES
REWE

Holy Communion (BCP)  DD – Quiet said service
Holy Communion (C)  RP – With hymns & music
Holy Communion (C)  DD – With hymns & music

Everyone is invited to these joint services for the First Day of Lent – a principal holy day in the church year.  You will be
welcome at whichever service is most convenient for you.  Imposition of Ashes (optional, for those who wish to receive it) will be
available at these services.   Ash Wednesday Holy Communion at Thorverton replaces the usual 9.30 am celebration on
the last Wednesday of the month – please note that there will be no servi ce on February 28th.

FEBRUARY 25     Lent 1

8 am
9 am
9 am
10 am
10 am
10 am
10 am
11 am
11.15 am

BRAMPFORD SPEKE
COWLEY
UPTON PYNE
CADBURY
NEWTON ST CYRES
POLTIMORE
STOKE CANON
THORVERTON
REWE

Holy Communion (BCP)  DD
Holy Communion (T)  JB – note change
Holy Communion (T)  RP
Extended Communion  NO
Holy Communion (T)  RP
Service of the Word  CC & JC
Holy Communion (C)  DD
Joint Service at the Baptist Church
Holy Communion (C)  JM

An update on responses to the recent Mission Action Plan consultation will be given after services at Stoke Canon and
Rewe (including Netherexe) this morning.

Lent Lun ches – Fridays in Lent
See the notice elsewhere in the magazine – a short act of worship at 12 noon followed by a Lent Lunch in one of the
parishes of our new, larger group.  The series starts on February 23rd at Poltimore and continues on March 2nd at Upton
Pyne.  (On the 2nd, you may wish to combine the World Day of Prayer service at Thorverton with lunch at Upton Pyne.)

Friday, MARCH 2     Women’s World Day of Prayer

11 am THORVERTON
BAPTIST CHURCH

Joint Ecumenical Service for the World Day of Prayer
All are warmly welcome—men, women and children.  This year’s
service has been prepared by women from Paraguay, and our speaker
is Mrs Jane Cook from Stoke Canon Parish Church.  A simple soup
lunch follows

MARCH 4     Lent 2

8 am
10 am
10 am
10 am
10 am
11.15 am
3.30 pm
5 pm
6.30 pm

CADBURY
HUXHAM
NEWTON ST CYRES
THORVERTON
UPTON PYNE
REWE
BRAMPFORD SPEKE
STOKE CANON
POLTIMORE

Holy Communion (BCP)  DD
Holy Communion (C)  AS
Family Service – Holy Communion (C) DD
Holy Communion (T) & Y2J Group   HW
Service of the Word  Lay Team
Morning Prayer (BCP)  VQ
Joint Service at the Baptist Chapel  DD
‘Service with a Smile’ – for All Ages
Evening Prayer (BCP) + Annual Meetings  DD

An update on responses to the recent Mission Action Plan consultation will be given after services at Newton St Cyres
(joint service including Cowley) and Poltimore today.
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Ministry Placement – Hilary Dawson
We welcome Mrs Hilary Dawson from Cullompton, training for ordination on the South West Ministry Training Course, for
her ministry placement in these parishes during February/March.  Hilary is currently on the staff at Exeter Cathedral
School.

DD = The Rev Douglas Dettmer, Priest-in-Charge RP = The Rev Richard Potter, Associate Minister in the Raddon Team
NO = Canon Professor Nicholas Orme, Reader in the Raddon Team

We give thanks for the ministry of Rona Orme, now Children’s Missioner in Peterborough Diocese, as Reader in the Raddon Team

JB = The Rev John Benton
BB = Mrs Bridget Boxall
DB = Mr David Boxall
AB = Mrs Annabel Branney
CC = Mr Chris Cook

JC = Mrs Jane Cook
JD = Mrs Julia Dallen
CH  = The Rev Chris Hughes
GK = Mrs Gwynneth Keehner
SL = Mrs Sue Longridge

JM = Prebendary John Mapson
VM = Mrs Val Mills
DP = Mr David Perrott
VQ = Mrs Valerie Quinn
JS =  Mr John Sandford

GS = Mr Guy Sheppard
SS = The Rev Sue Sheppard
AS = The Rev Alan Simmonds
HW = The Rev Harold Whitty

Family Services at Stoke Canon (‘Service with a Smile’) and Thorverton (‘At Your Service’) are led by lay teams

Daily Services   Usual pattern—see the Sunday leaflet ‘In Touch’ available in church for the daily services each week

Morning Prayer
Evening Prayer

7.30 am  Thorverton  (Tuesday – Friday) 5 pm Upton Pyne  (Tuesday)
8.30 am  Thorverton  (Saturday) 6 pm Rewe  (Tuesday)

5 pm Newton St Cyres  (Thursday)
Holy Communion
9.30 am Thorverton  (Usually last Wednesday of the month – but this month, on February 21st)

Church Electoral Roll
Every few years, next in 2007, the Church Electoral Roll for each parish expires and a new roll has to be prepared.  Current
members who wish to remain on the roll must reapply for membership; there is no automatic carry-over.  New
members are always welcome.  For details, please see the notice posted in the church porch.   Those on the Roll need to
have been baptized/christened and to be either resident in the parish or regular churchgoers at the parish church or
daughter church.  Membership is a way in which baptized Christians can identify themselves with the life and work of the
Church of England in the local community; it is also a requirement for full participation in the Annual Parochial Church
Meeting and election to church councils.

Annu al Meetings 2007

The Meeting of Parishioners elects the churchwardens of the parish.  It is open to (i) all parish residents who are listed
as such on a register of local government electors, and (ii) all others whose names are on the Church Electoral Roll for
the parish.  The Annu al Parochial Church Meeting (APCM)—held immediately after the Meeting of Parishioners—is
open to all members of the Church Electoral Roll for the parish.  It chooses the parish’s representatives in church
councils, receives the annual accounts of the Parochial Church Council, and reviews the life and work of the local church
over the preceding year.  Please plan to attend these important and informative annual meetings.

PARISH OF THORVERTON — Sunday, March 24th, following shortened 6.30 pm Evensong (approximately 7 pm) in the
Parish Church

From the Parish Registers   Mid-November to mid-January

Funerals Georges Dupenois (November 23 at Newton St Cyres)
William Purser (November 30 at Newton St Cyres)
John Morrish (December 28 at Thorverton)
Thomas Hampson (December 29 at Exeter Crematorium)
Richard (Dick) Browne (January 5 at Newton St Cyres)
Edward Fursdon (January 12 at Cadbury)
Anthony Dyer (January 15 at Exeter Crematorium)
Richard Welchman (January 16 at Rewe)
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Thinking about maps

From the Rev. Richard Potter

I have been interested in maps since I was a boy.
I still have my old school atlas and several more
recent ones which look at the world in a variety
of ways including History, The Bible, and of
course Geography.  I have a collection of maps
of different scales mostly covering large areas of
England and Scotland, not to mention many
foreign holiday areas in Europe, and also some
old railway and ferry maps that are well out of
date.  Together the maps fil l a drawer of a filing
cabinet in my study. In my wife’s car, and my
own, there are road atlases, (with another one in
the house for planning trips). There is a very
important map pinned up on a board just by my
desk showing the local parish areas. I use that
one when I need to visit one of the more remote
farms or to go for the first time to a church in our
newly expanded group – as on my recent visit to
Poltimore!

The history of map-making is very interesting. It
is astonishing how well our ancient forbears
were able to travel with only very rudimentary
maps, or none at all. Trade and commerce on the
one hand, and warfare on another, have been
responsible for most of the developments in
mapping. It is obvious, I suppose, that when
carrying cargoes, by sea or land, you need to be
able to do it as directly and as safely as you can,
and good maps can show you the distances and
the safest likely routes, and they will also reveal
the best places to frustrate or defeat your
enemies. Most of the maps of Britain are
published or approved by The Ordnance Survey
which was created to serve the needs of our
Army’s long–range artillery (hence its name)
because it is necessary to know very accurately
not only the position of both gun and target, but
also their relative heights. Seamen need charts
with accurate depths and indications of reefs and
tidal races. Regular transport services have
brought simpli fied “diagram” maps, notably the
London Underground map, and railway and ferry
maps.. Modern long-range aircraft and ships
have to use maps that make allowances for the
spherical shape of the earth so that the shortest
(and usually quickest and most economical)
route can be discovered. Computers, space

travel, and, sadly, the introduction of
intercontinental rockets, have allowed the
development of mapping from space so that we
can have, in quick succession, photographic
pictures of our house, our town, our county, our
nation, our continent, and, (from one side, at
least), the whole globe.

There are plenty of stories about people who
can’t get on with maps, (including, of course,
sexist jokes about wives who have to hold the
map upside down when sitting in the car next to
their husband) but I still think that most of us
have in our minds some sort of mental map of
the area around us by which we instinctively
know where the local towns and vil lages, rivers
and hills are. It may not be a “picture” from
above like a conventional map but it helps us to
know how everything relates to its surroundings.

I prefer a traditional map, myself, rather than,
say, a road map, because it shows me the whole
of the area, not just roads and junctions but also
rivers, railway lines, hills and valleys, footpaths
and woodland. I could use the same sort of map
for a day’s hike on Dartmoor, a week’s trek from
coast to coast, a pleasant drive through the
Devon lanes, or a weekend’s motor tour of the
Highlands. However, many people will now be
using “satell ite tracking” systems in their car,
with diagrammatic mapping which is supposed
to direct you from one Post-Code to another by
telling “turn Left at the next junction” , “avoid
the one-way system” and so on.

The Bible, tells about wandering tribes, invading
armies, long and short journeys by land and
water, international correspondence, strategic
battles and migrations, nations and empires,
important cities, towns and vil lages. Of course
there were no maps in the original texts but
today many bibles are sold which have small
(modern) maps attached which can help the
reader to understand what is going on and where
things happen. But Christians also think of the
Scriptures of as a map or a guide for our journey
through our time in this world. At their simplest
they are more like the car-borne satellite systems
with their brief instructions: “Turn to the Lord
your God”; “Turn away from sin” ; “Beware of
false prophets” . But for many of us regular daily
bible study, or weekly readings from the
scripture during Sunday worship can give us a
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much more complete guide on our journey
through li fe.

On the general topic of maps, I hope that you
have seen the leaflet that has recently been sent
out by the C. of E. churches of the Raddon Team
and the Stoke Canon Benefice, “ Eleven
Buildings – One Church” . (Everyone is asked
to complete a few questions about the ways in
which your local Parish Church will work in
your district as part of the co-operation between
this new larger group of churches.) The very
distinctive cover of the leaflet shows a map of
the villages within this new relationship, a rough
triangle between Poltimore, Cadbury and
Newton St Cyres, with the other churches spread

out in between. May I encourage you to respond
to these questions – if possible before 5th

February! Your response will enable the
churches to create a “Mission Action Plan”  (a
M.A.P.!) for their future working together. Don’t
forget to return your questionnaire, as son as you
can. In March there will be a meeting to discuss
your answers and consider other ways to move
ahead.

With all good wishes.
DICK POTTER

Associate Minister, The Raddon Team of
Churches

Baptist Church News
Jesus said, “You are the salt of the earth; but if
salt has lost its taste, how can its saltiness be
restored? It is no longer good for anything, but is
thrown out and trampled under foot” . Matthew
Ch 5. v13.

Let these ideas circle round your head for a
while: salt preserving a side of gammon---salt
sprinkled on plump chips, hot from the fryer---a
resolute grimace as salt goes into a wound---salt
that has got damp and clogs up the cruet no
matter how hard you shake---the gritting lorry
sprinkling salt on the road as the temperatures
plummet one winter night---“You are salt” , says
Jesus.
The principal use of salt in Jesus’ day was as a
preservative. It was used for flavouring and
healing as well, and new born babies were
rubbed with salt before being wrapped in
swaddling clothes. But what Jesus had in mind
was that his people were to preserve what is
good in human nature, combating and preventing
corruption . On this occasion Jesus is not calling
for revolutionaries, but in stead he sees the good
influence of his followers seeping unnoticed
through the structures of society and changing
them for good. Being his witness just by being
there.
Where is this kind of saltiness needed? In the
health services, in industry, in financial

institutions, in schools, in retail, in night clubs,
in computer technology, in sport, in television.
Where ever people work and play, Christians can
improve the quality of the society they are part
of by consciously modell ing Jesus’ values.

Treat yourselves to something deliciously salty
today-some luxury crisps or nuts or bacon. (But
not if you are on a salt free diet!) Do something
that prompts you to think about what “ flavour”
you give to the places where you live and work
And enjoy yourselves.     My prayer would be-

Lord God,
I want to be recognised as salt among the people
with whom I li ve and work-
The kind that makes people lick their lips,
Not the kind that people want to spit out,
May the places I go, be better because I am
there. Amen.

The Baptist Church welcomes anyone to their
Services, on any Sunday, and a future date for
your Diaries is Friday March 2nd, Women’s Day
of Prayer, at 11-00am when we would love to
have you join us, see notice else where in Focus
for full details.

Phylli s Langdon, Church Secretary
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Women’s World Day of Prayer
“United under God’s tent”
Women across the World join together to pray
for it’s need.

On Friday 2nd March over 3 mill ion people wil l
be taking part in a Day of Prayer that circles the
globe from the time the sun rises over the island
of Tonga until it finally sets off the Coast of the
islands of Samoa.

The central act of worship will be a service using
material prepared by Christian Women in
Paraguay.

This is always an exciting day. There will be
services held in over 170 countries and islands
worldwide, in the British Isles alone there will be
well over 6,000 services in cities, towns and
vil lages.

These services bring together women, (men and
young people) from every background and a
very wide range of Christian traditions.

In this years service the Women of Paraguay
bring the needs of their country to us. It has had
a turbulent history, marked by two major wars
and mil itary dictatorship. Since 1989 there has

been a return to democracy. Progress towards
social and economic rights has been slow. But
the people are young and full of enthusiasm. The
prayer must be that their energy will be used
positively for the common good.

In this country, 330,000 service sheets will be
distributed, including some in Braille. The
service is translated into over 60 languages and
1,000 dialects.

What a fellowship of joy, faith and love. All this
has grown from a simple service of prayer and
contrition held in 1887.

Why not make a note in your Diary, as we would
like you to join with us on the first Friday of
March with Christians from over 170 countries
and islands, uniting together in praise, worship
and in prayer.

Your local service wil l be held this year at
Thorverton Baptist Church at 11-00 am, when
the leader will be Mrs Fiona Harrison, and the
speaker Mrs Jane Cook from Poltimore. A Soup
lunch will follow the service to which everyone
is invited.

Phylli s Langdon

Come to the Inn
The recent "Come to
the Inn" performance
at Thorverton Parish
Church was a great
success, with a full
church enjoying the
acting and playing of
a large number of
children.
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TARTS news

Thorverton Amblers & Ramblers Society
At the recent meeting most wanted to keep 2
Saturday walks per month, being one longer one
of 6/8 miles and a shorter one of 4/5 miles, as
well as the short weekday walks (see below). It
was good to welcome some new walkers -
anyone is welcome (and dogs too ...). For details
phone Simon (861349) or Heather (860419).

Saturday walks
Feb 10th - 4/5 miles Mole Valley amble, led by
Ray
Feb 24th - Longer walk led by Pat, details to
come
March 10th - 3/4 miles led by Jean - a tour of Ash
Farm near Silverton
March 24th - Longer wa1k - possib1y Exmoor
Meet outside the Bell by 9.30. More details also
in Old Post Off ice window a few days before the
walk.

Short weekday walks
These are organised by Heather. Meet outside
the Bell (promptly please).
Jan 3rd - We started with a New Year's walk
round the outskirts of Shobrooke vill age with 5
walkers and 3 dogs, and enjoyed lovely views
and explored paths new to many. January 18th’s

walk was obviously not approved of by the Met
Off ice, but at least they did have the decency to
inform us of the severe weather BEFORE we set
off, and pretty accurate it was!

For the future I plan to organise one morning and
one afternoon walk per month of approximately
3 miles and 3 hours or less duration. Though we
don't dawdle it isn't a route-march and we like to
stop to admire views, birds, swig coffee or puff
our pipes! The dogs always have fun and are
ever-hopeful that someone will throw sticks or
they will be able to have a swim. Well ies/good
boots are essential, walking sticks useful.

Weekday walks
Thurs Feb 15th 10am Wed Feb 28th 1pm
Thurs Mar 15th 10 am Wed Mar 28th 1pm
Wed Apr 11th l pm Thurs Apr 26th l0 am

In addition... some "ground rules":
We decided that in adverse weather walkers
should phone the leader of the walk on the day,
rather than Simon, as the decision to proceed
will rest with that leader. The leader or their
representative would also be at the Bell at 9.30.

Many people expect to walk in rain and have the
appropriate gear but we did have to cancel 2
walks recently, one due to heavy rain in the
morning (who wants to walk all day in wet
clothes?) and the second for safety reasons as
mentioned above.

Simon Ette

Devon Countryside Access
Forum

A statutory forum under the Countryside and
Rights of Way Act 2000

Appointment of new members

Are you interested in advising on access to the
countryside? - Are you a landowner or manager?
- Are you an access user? - Can you represent
the access interests of young people or other
under-represented groups?

The Devon Countryside Access Forum has
fifteen members. It meets four times yearly at
public meetings and holds occasional working
groups and training days. If you would like to
apply and add your voice please look at the
website for details and an application form.
Closing date 28 February.

www.devon.gov.uk/devon_countryside_access_forum

Or ring 01837 810921,
e-mail hilary.winter@devon.gov.uk

(Lucombe House, County Hall , Topsham Road,
Exeter EX2 4QW)
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Thorverton Art Group

A record twenty-four members and guests
enjoyed the Group’s Annual Christmas Dinner
held at the Three Tuns Inn, Silverton.

Whilst painting for pleasure and personal
satisfaction remains the main aim, it is rewarding
when someone else likes a painting enough to
buy it. Collectively 2006 was a record year,
boosted by sales at our summer exhibition at The
Thorverton Arms.

This report would be incomplete without our
tribute to John Morrish. John was generous to us
of his time and talent - his demonstration
sessions always instructive and a very real
inspiration.

Those of us privileged to have known him know
that beneath his quiet modest exterior was a very
thoughtful and kind man with a sharp sense of
humour.

Many of us have followed his artistic
development over the years with interest - from
his pen and colour wash village scenes of the
80’s to his recent accomplished and atmospheric
water-colours of the Exe Valley and surrounding
areas. He will be greatly missed.

Barr ie Philli ps

Poltimore House News

In case you are unaware of Poltimore House. We
featured in the BBC series Restoration in 2003
where we won the South West heat.
Unfortunately we were beaten in the final by the
Victoria Baths in Manchester. The House is still
in desperate need of saving and we want to raise
public awareness of the House so that we can get
more support in saving her.

Chapel gets a new lease of life
Poltimore House’s chapel has been given a new
lease of life thanks to the dedicated help of the
Friends of Poltimore House. The chapel itself
was built in the 1920’s on the west side of the
house, behind the ballroom, its altar window
looking over the beautiful parkland of Poltimore
Park. Unfortunately over the years the vandals
have taken their toll on the chapel. They
smashed all the windows and even destroyed the
walls leaving the chapel in a very sorry state
indeed. And this is how it remained until
recently when the Friends took it upon
themselves to repair the walls and add windows.

Ivan Randall managed the renovation of the
beautiful chapel and with the help of some very
practically minded Friends, the chapel’s had new
walls and electrics fitted. It has since had doors
fitted and is now a weather tight and fully

functioning hall. Once the walls had been fitted
they were painted (a very messy job!). The
Friends christened the new chapel by having
their Christmas party in the chapel. The chapel is
large enough for events to take place within it
which opens another avenue to help raise funds
to help the preservation and restoration of the
beautiful 500 year old house (a victim of the
vandals herself).

We are holding an open day on the 17th March
from 1pm-4.30. Members come in free (with
membership cards) and all other visitors cost £2.
On Sunday the 29th April, Poltimore House will
be holding its 4th annual Specialist Plant Sale.
This will be taking place from 11am-4pm. If you
are interested in becoming a Friend of Poltimore
House yourself, why not download and
application form from www.poltimore.org? You
can also look up the website to see what the
Friends and the Trust are up to. Our arena and
chapel can be hired.

Laura Richmond, Friends of Poltimore House



Focus on Thorverton 18 Vol. 38  No. 2 – February 2007

‘Not The Village Shop’
In a car park near you…
Look out for the yellow and white van in the quarry
car park.

Opening Hours
Mon-Fri 8.30-12.00 noon 3.00-6.30 pm
Saturday 8.30-12.00 noon

The not-very-mobile mobile shop has been trading
for over a month now - two by the time you read this
- and we have buil t up a bunch of loyal and
encouragingly enthusiastic customers and assistants.
Regular or not, you'll always get a great welcome on
each visit to the, er, emporium.

Thanks
It is wonderful to be trading from the car park until
permanent shop premises are achieved by Thorverton
Rural Services Association. Many individuals were
instrumental in helping us to find a solution to our
initial problems in setting-up. We've been
overwhelmed by the kind and practical ways in
which we have been supported - thank you all .  We
also owe huge thanks for their support to:

• the Parish Council and the Church
Commissioners, both involved in matters
relating to the car park

• the Parish Church, for coming to the rescue
initiall y in letting us use their electricity supply

• Thorverton Cooperative Trust Ltd, for
welcoming us to our new position next to the
post office and sharing their electricity supply.

Shopping with us
We took trouble in finding the best suppliers of milk
and bread, in the belief that it's in areas like this that
people decide whether a shop is worth using. We're
pleased with the choices we made, and it looks as
though most of you are too.

Various people have commented on the remarkable
range of stock we have in such a small space. Why
thank you, Ma'am. Over the next few months you'll
see this change, as we learn what you actually want,
and what you definitely don't. Two things in
particular will help with this.

• Tell us if you think we ought to have something.
We have a book for your helpful suggestions, but
please understand that not all will prove possible
commercially.

• Order whatever you can. Because of our limited
space, this helps us not only with waste, but also
with not letting customers go empty-handed. For
bread and milk, please order before lunch for
the next day, or place a regular weekly order. We
also pleased to take orders for multiple or larger
quantities, e.g. 5kg of porridge oats.

Stephen Toogood

Post Office News

Opening Hours
Mon−Fri 9.00−1.00 pm
M, T, Th, F 2.00−5.30 pm
Saturday 9.00−12.00 noon

Thanks to all of you who use our post office to
obtain Euros for holiday and business travel, and also
to our efficient customer service, we have recently
heard that we are to be promoted to being A Euro
On-Demand branch. (Note: date tba). This means
that we will carry a stock of Euros for immediate
purchase. The procedure for other currencies wil l
remain the same as it is now, i.e. order by 1pm one
day and you can collect them from about 11am on the
next day.

This is very encouraging news. The more we all use
our post office, not only will there be more services
and products on offer but also the less li kely it is that
we will be selected for closure.

But there is no room for complacency. We are paid
for each and every transaction, and each one counts.
As well as buying Euros, please also continue to
use/consider using us for:
• travel/car/home insurance
• bill payments e.g. BT, Edf, British Gas, council tax
• withdrawing/depositing cash or cheques
• mobile phone top-ups, Homephone (the home

telephone account with PO Ltd)
• paying for postage

Note: we receive no payment for despatching
packages/letters with postage paid and labels printed
through the internet.

• saving, credit cards or loans

Useful Tip: Bring items to post by special delivery
with guaranteed next day delivery by 5 pm please, or
you may miss our last collection.

Thanks again to all our customers and staff .

Alli son Toogood, Subpostmistress
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Golf Society Players of
Thorverton
G.S.P.O.T.
Santa very kindly visited the GSOT handicap list
and gave back some of the shots taken away
during the last year.

GSPOT  competition results are :

Boxing Day
This was an extra special event as the owner of
Newton St Cyres Golf Club very kindly donated
prize money for this competition, which when
added to our normal amount, meant a prize fund
of £100.

Winner Gary Kilby
Joint Runners up Fred Phill ips & Robin Tooze
Joint 3rd place  Ken Galvin & David Harlow

The “Donna - y” I did that trophy was awarded
to Russell Ball who accidentally went paddling
in the pond at the 5th hole while trying to retrieve
his ball.

New Years Day
We played a stapleford competition in teams of
three counting the best two scores on each hole.

The winning team comprised David Harlow,
Scott Hasler and Fred Phil lips.

The “Donna - y” I did that trophy was awarded
to Geoff Bulley, who took 4 shots to get out of
the rough on the 9th hole.

Friday 12th January
There are obviously a lot of fair weather golfers
in GSPOT’s as only 3 players turned up for this
competition, so despite a gale and a bit of drizzle
we had a close game and shared the prizes
between us.

Winner Geoff Bulley
Runner up Andy French

The “Donna - y” I did that trophy was awarded
to David Harlow for taking 3 puts from less than
2 feet on the 7th green.

The dates for February are  Friday the  9th and
Sunday the 25th.

Anybody interested in joining us wil l be more
than welcome, just turn up at the Exeter Inn at
12.30 lunch time on Friday, or 10.30 a.m. on
Sunday.

David Harlow

Thorverton AFC Youth
Its 2007 and the boys are still doing well.
Sixteen games fifteen wins one draw scoring 80
goals and only conceding 7, this is something the
premiership teams can only dream of. The
supporters have travelled to Dawlish, West Hill,
Exeter and Cullompton to support this amazing
talent.

Saturday 30/12/06 and a short trip to Exeter to
face West Exe and Stoke Hill. First up was West
Exe who like Thorverton were unbeaten so this
was to be an interesting battle which resulted
fairly with 2-2 draw and both teams coming
away happy after all the Christmas turkey,
pudding and chocolates. Unfortunately for Stoke
Hill they were to be on the receiving end of
Thorverton's usual tactics with nine goals scored
with some great link up play.

Saturday 13/01/07 New year and another great
turn out as we hosted another two matches

Pinhoe A and B teams. The crowd were again
not disappointed with Thorverton dominating the
day with two impressive wins 5-0 and 6-0.
Thanks to everyone who came to support our
young heroes who all performed well.

Please can we ask any dog owners to be aware
that the recreation ground is a dog free zone,
(excluding of course guide dogs). We know most
of you are aware of this but we are still
continuing to find dogs mess which has to be
removed not only when the children are playing
but also the adults. If you have a dog that roams
free can you just have a thought as to where or
what he or she may be up to!! !! !!

Thank you for taking the time to read this and
we hope you enjoy hearing the success of
Thorverton's aspiring youth team. Thank you as
always to Mike and Dominic for their continual
management. All that remains to say is a Happy
New Year to all and please keep supporting your
local youth team.
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25 Years ago
Focus February 1982
February’s Frying Fun
Last Shrove Tuesday a programme of
entertainment was provided by the Carnival
Committee. The pancake races and social
evening were enjoyed so much that we plan
another such evening of merriment this pancake
Tuesday.

We hope the whole family wil l participate in the
pancake races, commencing at 6-30pm. From the
Village Green and hurtling down Silver Street
towards the Memorial Hall. (I wonder how many
pancakes will be gobbled up by the stream this
year?)  We hope to be able to floodlight our
“race course”. Entry Charges will be 10p for
children and 25p adults.

Entrants will be grouped thus:-
a)  pre-school children.
b)  5-8 years
c)  9-12 years
d)  13-16 years.
e)  Ladies
f)  Gentlemen.

Please stock up with lots of fat, flour and eggs,
and remember that nobody gives a toss if your
cooking isn’ t “haute cuisine” –the flabby floury
pancakes are least likely to disintegrate in mid-
air!

The races will be followed by a cosy social
evening in the Memorial Hall (Bar applied for)
from 7-30pm-10-30pm. Admission 50p adults.
25p children.

Pancake race champions wil l be awarded prizes.
The evening should prove to be a good laugh and
lots of fun-so come and support us, everyone!

(Past!) Future Carnival Events For Your Diary
March 26th-27th. T.A.D.S. are presenting an “Old
Time Music Hall” in aid of C.Funds.
April 2nd. Disco by Radiation Road Show.
May 28th. Barn Dance at Court Barton Farm
(yar-hoo!)

June 26th. Teeny Boppers Disco.
July 24th.  Donkey Derby.
September 12th-18th. Carnival Week.
November 5th. Big Bonfire Event.

Exe Valley Venture Scouts
Almost seven months ago we held the first
meeting of the “Exe Valley Venture Scouts” .
Since then we have participated in several events
in the area.

Our first venture was a canoeing weekend at
Bovey Sands, during the summer holiday. Then
in September, a weekend was spent at the Devon
“Moot” held in the County Show Ground.

Our members were able to join in several
activities there. These included Brass Rubbing,
Wind Sailing, Leatherwork, Canoeing and Ten-
pin bowling. In October we spent an evening
rifle shooting at Sidmouth and we are hoping to
return there to try our luck at archery!

One of the most enjoyable and interesting
courses was the three week fire fighting course
at the East Devon Fire Station, during which we
were given talks on fire prevention in the home,
and the history of the fire brigade. Then we were
shown the different types of fire engines and
their contents. The course ended with a rescue
demonstration from the practise tower using a
turn–table ladder.

Recently we visited Middlemoor Police Station
and were shown the computer and telex
machines. We have just started a course on
survival and will continue this later in the year.
In the summer we are hoping to spend a fortnight
hiking and wind-surfing near Trento on the
Italian Dolomites. We hope to travel across
Europe by train and return via Venice. Also in
the future we plan to have talks on the History of
Thorverton, and photography, and a skittle
tournament.

Jo Milford
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Sudoku

Complete the grid so that each row, each column
and each 3 x 3 block contains each of the digits
from 1 to 9.  The solution to this puzzle is on
page 33

Chris Cousins - an apology and
congratulations

I knew that I would forget someone in last
month's editorial when I listed all those regular
contributors to Focus, and so I did. Particularly
embarrassing for me that it should have been the
man who puts together alternate editions of
Focus, Chris Cousins. Chris has been our regular
Sudoku and crossword compiler for some while
now. I apologise to Chris for the omission. I also
take the opportunity to congratulate him on
winning the Crediton Bridge Club cup for 2006
awarded to the member with the highest
aggregate score over the year. Well done Chris.

Ed

A Taste of Thorverton No.12

A couple of months ago Colin Marshall fulfil led
his ambition by being guest chef for the night at
the Thorverton Arms.  This month he fulfils
another ambition: to have a recipe printed in
Focus.

Colin's Pork Goulash

(to serve 4)

1lb (450g) belly pork or left-overs, cubed
1 large onion, sliced
2 tbsp oil
1 tbsp plain flour
1 tbsp hot paprika
3 cloves of garlic, finely sliced
1/2 pint (300ml) vegetable stock
2 tbsp tomato puree
3 large potatoes, peeled and cubed
1 large red pepper, sliced
1 large can of baked beans
salt and pepper to taste
1 small tub of sour cream
4 crusty bread rolls

Preheat the oven to 180 degrees C, 350 degrees
F, gas mark 4.  In a large pan brown off the
onion and pork in the oil.  Stir in the flour,
paprika and garlic and cook for 1 minute.  Blend
in the stock and tomato puree and bring to the
boil, keeping stirring.  Add the red pepper, cubed
potatoes, tin of baked beans, salt and pepper to
taste.

Transfer to a lidded casserole dish and cook in
the oven for 1 1/2 hours.

Serve each portion with a tbsp of sour cream and
warm crusty bread roll.

Colin Marshall
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Glimpses Of The Past: 1849
1849 was the worst year for recorded fires in the
parish.

In January one of these started in the stable of
Mr Chamberlain, the butcher, the hay and straw
there having caught light from a candle. A little
lad... was at once mounted on a pony, and
trotted off to Silverton for the engine. He
executed this task in a surprisingly short time,
and then took it sensibly into his head, not being
so ordered, to ride to Exeter and get more
assistance from the West of England office. The
engine of that company, drawn by four fine
greys, .. as well as the Norwich Union engine,
instantly started and reached Thorverton ONLY
AN HOUR AND A QUARTER after the littl e boy
had left it! ... Water was obtained from the brook
ponded back, and after much exertion the fire
was extinguished. The two stables, slaughter-
house, and outbuildings were destroyed,
however, besides the adjoining medical store of
Mr Vicary, veterinary surgeon, with his stock of
drugs. The household furniture was saved, but
damaged in removal, as was also that of Mr
Prowse, cattle dealer, who only saved his
premises by posting thirty or forty men on the
roof, to drench them with water. Since censuses
and rent lists show Messrs Chamberlain, Vicary
and Prowse associated with premises in the
vicinity of the Bell Inn, it can be assumed that
this fire took place in the Berry .

The next issue of the Western Times identified
the smart boy as John Reynolds of St Sidwell's,
Exeter. When fetching the West of England fire
engine from Exeter, where it was kept at the
New London Inn (where the Savoy Cinema was,
for those who remember it), he was not content
with merely riding to the front door of the New
London Inn, but rode through the main entrance
into the interior to the no littl e surprise and
wonderment of the inmates of that establishment.
What he was doing in Thorverton in the first
place and why it was he at his apparently tender
age who was entrusted with the urgent task of
summoning help was not related.

April saw the total destruction of the Dolphin
Inn. A fire broke out at about half-past eight one
Friday evening on the premises there of Mr
Will iam Babbage. The flames were first
observed isuing from behind the kitchen

chimney, and in a few minutes the whole of the
thatched roof became ignited. With the most
praiseworthy alacrity the Thorverton engine,
under the efficient supervision of Mr Thos.
Milford (Mr T. B. Row, the West of England
Office agent, being absent on business), was
brought into active play. The clashing of the
bells had quickly alarmed the inhabitants, and
the ill uminated appearance of the horizon
speedily attracted hundreds of spectators from
the adjacent vill ages. Expresses were despatched
to Silverton, which fire engine shortly arr ived,
and to Exeter, whence the West of England and
Norwich engines arrived. Within one hour the
whole of the premises was enveloped by the
fierce burning flames. Were it not for the ready
assistance of the parish engine, which threw a
continued supply of water on the thatched roofs
of the adjoining buildings, particularly that of
Mr Scott, butcher, Mr T. Chamberlain, and
others, a fearful and extensive conflagration
must inevitably have been the issue; however, an
ample supply of water was at hand, and
fortunately not a breath of wind was astir to fan
the glowing embers. About ten o'clock the raging
of the fire was subdued, although at intervals
during the night the Thorverton engine played on
the ruins. One and all deserved the best thanks,
and we cannot omit noticing the ready and
powerful assistance which the Thorverton
enginemen rendered at the commencement of the
fire. We regret to add that some dishonest
fellows availed themselves amidst the
consternation and confusion that prevailed, to
rob, many articles belonging to Mr Babbage
having been stolen…

It was to be a year before the Dolphin was
rebuilt and back in business again.

The West of England fire-engine was in action
again at least twice soon afterwards. At an
uncertain location in the vil lage at the centre of a
number of thatched cottages, fire began to
spread from the forge of Mr John Mil ford,
wheelwright. The roof of the cottage adjoining
was immediately stripped off and the damage
was confined to Milford's workshops, which
were completely destroyed. Mr Thomas
Kingdon, the spirited agriculturalist and cider
grower (and composer of lyrical
advertisements), was deprived by fire of his
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dwelling house at Chapel St Martin and had to
relocate to Fortescue House in Netherexe. He
lost no time in writing from there to the Western
Times to thank all the friends who had rendered
their assistance and to correct errors in the
printed account; in particular he wished it to be
known that the pound-house that had been saved,
instead of containing most valuable cider (as had
been reported), did not contain one drop, being
completely fill ed with ROOTS, which were taken
from the hedges I had dug down for the purpose
of throwing open the land, according to the new
mode of agriculture. This new mode of
agriculture was presumably the practice being
advocated by another correspondent to the same
newspaper who objected to the retention of
useless trees and hedges on the land since they
took up the goodness of manure.

Fires apart, Thorverton kept a low profile in
1849. Rull Farm was put up for letting: 72 Acres
of rich Meadow, Pasture, Arable and Orchard
Land, together with a good Farm House and
convenient Outbuildings. The tenant will be
required to discharge all rates and taxes, rent
charge in lieu of tithes, to keep gates, bars, posts
and thatch in repair, also pay for the wheat in
ground, and ploughing the err ishes* . Two of the
Mare brothers, from one of whom the visitor
from New Zealand is descended, were charged at
Tiverton Petty Sessions with stealing apples
from Mr Thomas Kingdon's garden. James was

committed for one month and John for seven
days. The eldest son of Mr Hutchings, of
Channons, died, at the age of 22, of typhus fever,
but the parish seems to have escaped the cholera
epidemic that caused many deaths during the
year both nationally and abroad.

Mr Thomas Potter, of Yellowford, spoke
forcefully at a meeting of parish representatives
held at the Tiverton Workhouse. A motion was
put that the Workhouse should appoint a
Chaplain at a salary of £50 a year. Mr Potter
opposed it on the grounds that clergymen should
be willing to come for nothing. "But they don't
do it", somebody replied. "I'm sorry to hear it",
retorted Mr Potter. "They ought to do it"
(cheers). He stated his determination to resist
expense (£2 7s 0d) on the parish of Thorverton:
"Every littl e makes a muckle. If you knew the
distress among the agriculturalists at this time,
you would not wish to throw any burthen on
them. I move ... that no chaplain be appointed."
He got his way: the motion to appoint was
defeated by 24 votes to 9.

Ian Stoyle

* err ish does not appear in the largish two-
volume edition of the Shorter Oxford English
Dictionary. Maybe it's a word in the vocabulary
of one of our readers?

        There are no known images of the old Dolphin; but here is the Dolphin some 40 years after re-building
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Focus on … Ethel Sellick

Mrs Sellick was born Ethel Way in November
1915 at Ashley Farm, Cadbury, where her
parents were tenant farmers. Ashley farmhouse
was very different in those days, being an
ancient six-bedroomed cob and thatch building
in a different position and orientated differently
to the modern replacement. Ethel spent her early
years at the farm and recalls in particular how
important horse power was in the days before
tractors and private cars. Horses were required to
do much of the heavy work on farms at that time
and Ethel recalls in particular how the horses
would often struggle up the steep hills around
Cadbury pulling heavy loads, their hooves often
slipping and sliding beneath them. Thorverton
Flour Mills kept a team of strong horses which
were used to collect loads of grain from local
farms for grinding at the mill.

Ethel’s mother Alice, like most farmers’ wives at
that time, had a stall in Queens Street, Exeter,
where she sold butter, cream, eggs and poultry.
She travelled in to town by horse and trap, and
during the day, the horse, along with many
others, was lodged at the Paul Street stables
which were run by a Mr Nelder. Ethel’s father
Will iam, who was a keen bell-ringer and rugby
player (and in the Thorverton team) tended to
visit the town only rarely, and would go to

market only when he had excess produce of one
kind or another to sell, rather than every week as
a social occasion.

Small as it was, Cadbury had its own post off ice
and residents benefited from a twice daily postal
delivery service, Mr Webb being the local
postman. Cadbury also had its own school for
younger children run by Miss Dorothy Martin,
daughter of the headmaster of Thorverton School
and Miss Hilda Webb, the postman’s daughter.
Both teachers walked from Thorverton to
Cadbury and back again five days a week in term
time in all weathers.

The Ways made their own cider at Ashley,
which had its own press, and later when living at
Fair Oak they took their apples to be pressed at
Canns Farm, Raddon. Ethel recalls that, as a girl,
one of her tasks at cider-making time was to
drive the horse round and round to screw down
the cider press. Vill age children crowded round
to suck up with straws the sweet apple juice
which oozed out. The local policeman, who lived
in Dinneford Street, Thorverton, was especially
friendly towards farmers at cider-making time
and was once found fast asleep in a shed at
Ashley, a cider jug beside him!

Continued…

Below, Ashley Farmhouse - a sketch by Peter Collins
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Ethel’s parents had for many years rented land at
Fair Oak for use as summer pasture. When this
land came up for sale, they purchased it and,
with the help of a friend who was an architect,
built the house where Ethel still lives today.
Thus Ethel, who was only five years old when
the family moved to Thorverton, came to attend
Thorverton school. She well remembers that Mr
Martin, the headmaster and church choirmaster,
was very strict and would walk around the
school ruler in hand, ready to use if necessary!

Thorverton had at least seven shops at that time,
including three bakeries and two butchers, one of
whom, Mr Chard, kept the shop at the bottom of
Jericho Street which would later be run by the
Mays. Each of the three village bakeries kept a
horse and cart to deliver bread to customers at
Raddon, Cadbury, Brampford Speke and Up-
Exe. The vil lage also had its own tailor, Mr
Sage, who had been disabled in the First World
War, and made men’s suits and breeches for the
farmers at the site where Mr Ron Edworthy’s
garage later stood. Newspapers were delivered
by Mr Tom Tree from his house in Silver Street
where Mrs Tree also gradually built up her
grocer’s shop.

A number of “characters” lived in the village
when Ethel was a girl such as Abe Smith who
lived in Cadbury and who would drive cattle all
the way to or from Exeter market for local
farmers, sometimes receiving payment in cider!
Another was Mr Batting the chimney sweep who
lived at Berrysbridge and travelled around in a
donkey cart. Apparently, local horses disliked
the smell of this donkey and Ethel relates that if
it was close by when her mother was out in her
horse and trap, the horse would snort in disgust!

Thorverton’s residents were very well supplied
with fresh, locally-produced fruit and vegetables,
there being no less than three market gardens in
the village. One, belonging to Mrs Pitts, was
situated opposite the school and was surrounded
by a cob wall, parts of which can still be seen
today. The second, in Jericho Street, was run by
Mr Stoneman who, amongst other things, grew
peaches and apricots against the tall cob walls
that surrounded his gardens. The third market
garden was to be found behind the Bell Inn,
centred on Garden Cottage. Ethel explained that
because most people didn’ t have private

transport in those days it was very important that
basic commodities were available locally.

Thorverton did however have the benefit of a
railway station and a good train service. In the
1920s eight to ten trains passed through
Thorverton every weekday, the first of which
arrived at the station between 6 and 7am and the
last between 8 and 10pm at night. The late Mr
Ernest Edworthy’s grandfather kept horses in the
field adjoining what is now Hill crest and had a
four-wheeled six seater cart which he used to
transport passengers to and from Thorverton
Station to Cadbury and other outlying areas. But
apart from the trains, public transport in the area
was very limited. Partly because of this, and
being somewhat far-sighted as to the benefits of
being able to drive a motor vehicle, Ethel
jumped at the chance when she spotted a job for
a lady’s companion in Exeter which offered the
chance of being taught to drive! Having passed
her driving test in 1936, Ethel found herself in
considerable demand in the village as a
chauffeur and during the war she was employed
driving tractors at Turleigh Farm, Cadbury. Ethel
was stil l driving at the age of 90!

Ethel married Mr Jim Sell ick from Washfield in
1944 and moved to Uplowman where her
husband worked on a farm. The couple and had
two children, Raymond and Judith, who now
teaches in Somerset. In 1954, the family moved
to Wiveliscombe in Somerset where they ran
their own farming and farm produce retailing
business until 1968 when they returned to
Thorverton.

Thank you, Ethel.                                 Jane Lane

Poetry

Earth's Awakening

First snowdrops nod, pristine, white,
Ever lending fresh delight.
Balmy hazel boughs are yellowing,
Raucous rooks dry sticks are gathering;
Under dead leaves, uncurls green brake
And hidden primroses awake,
Rivulets race and streamlets sing,
Young lambs skip to welcome spring.

 Doreen Beer
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February in the garden

So far, we are having another very mild January,
but we shall have to wait and see what will come
later - I'm sure that the cold weather will arrive
eventually, and I only hope that our plants are
not so far advanced that they get badly damaged
by any future frost or snow. In the meantime, I
have recently done my January check to see
what is in flower in the garden at this time of
year.

There are still a few things left over from last
season - a few pink roses on 'Queen Elizabeth',
and some very late pink and white Schizostylis
(Kaffir Lily - like a very small gladiolus, and
very useful for early winter flowers ). Also, in a
tub that I have not got round to clearing, a scarlet
bedding salvia, a pink and purple Fuchsia called
'Brutus' and F. Thalia, and some mauve
Nemesia. If I can manage to pot up these last
before the inevitable frosts, and cut them back
hard, I should have some nice young plants come
the spring. There is also a yellow flowered
Erysimum (perennial wall flower), which self-
seeds around the place, and seems to have one or
two plants in flower at any time of the year.

Of the real winter flowerers, Clematis cirrhosa
balearica has been covered in small nodding
purple-speckled flowers since before Christmas,
my lovely Chimonanthus (Wintersweet) is in full
bloom, and scenting almost the entire garden.
The Sarcococcus (Christmas Box) will open any
time now with its strongly scented small white
flowers, the Hellebores have started to flower,
Camellia 'Cornish Spring' - very early with small
single pink blooms, which keep coming for
many weeks - has been out on a north wall since
before Christmas, and is absolutely full of
bloom. There is also a Narcissus Soleil d'Or
which comes up every year and starts in mid-
December. I haven't any other daffs out yet, but I
know that other people have. Snowdrops, Winter
Aconites and crocus are also in or about to
flower. I have got several large clumps of Iris
foetidissimum, also called (Gladwyns), which
produced some lovely berried stems in the
autumn, and I used these in my Christmas
decorations, and they are still doing well in a
later flower arrangement with golden narcissus,
large rose hips, stripped Viburnum tinus and

fluffy seedheads from Clematis 'Bill Mackenzie -
a very colourful winter arrangement. Add to all
this my 'Winter bed' right opposite the kitchen
windows, with winter flowering heathers, dwarf
conifers of different forms and colours, and lots
of small spring flowering bulbs soon to come,
and there is still plenty of colour and variety,
even at this time of year.

I did mention stripped Viburnum tinus just now,
and for the flower arrangers amongst you, this
can look a very dull sort of shrub, but if you pick
some flowering stems, and strip off nearly (but
not quite) all the foliage, this will give a very
light and airy look to a winter arrangement. Try
it!

After recent gales, do check round the garden for
broken ties or indeed broken plants, and tighten
any loose ties, and trim any damaged plants. If
upright conifers have any loose drooping
branches, run a few circles of wire round the
whole thing to put everything back in place and
leave it in position all next season, making sure
that it does not get too tight as the plant grows.

This month, start sowing half hardy annuals
either in boxes, or two or three seeds in modules
in gentle heat to get young plants ready to go out
as soon as it is warm enough - probably in May.

PLANT OF THE MONTH.
NANDINA DOMESTICA - Heavenly bamboo.
This is actually not related to bamboo, but looks
similar at first glance. It makes a clump of twice
divided pinnate leaves, which turn a bronzy
colour in winter. In summer it produces loose
heads of white flowers, followed by scarlet
berries over the winter, which are held above the
foliage - an unusual and attractive shrub for
winter effect.

P .B.

Poppy Appeal News

Thorverton raised the excellent amount of
£1,751.40 during the Royal British Legion's
Poppy Appeal.
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Nature Notes

Last month I mentioned the Kingfisher seen in a
garden at Silverton. Another kingfisher has been
seen taking small goldfish from a garden pond
this time at West Raddon.

On 24 December I walked down the garden and
picked several garden flowers for the house for
Christmas day. As I passed the pond I made a
mental note to clear dead reeds and fallen leaves
in readiness for the arrival of the frogs. I
discovered in the hedge fully open hazel catkins.
This must be one of the earliest dates I have
found the catkins in this condition. Some of my
past records are as follows: 12 January 1976, 29
January 1977, 24 February 1979 and 10
February 1980.

I am surprised there is still the odd active
butterfly about and even caterpillars have been
spotted. I saw a red admiral on 17 December and
whilst walking through Cleaves Close on 28
December a butterfly flew past me but it was
gone before I could identify it. My husband Jeff
saw a red admiral in Exeter on 4 January and my
sister saw a red admiral and a peacock butterfly
in the sunshine on 16 January.

In her little shop at Wyke Hil l Gardens my sister
removed the 2006 calendar from board attached
to the wall and noticed behind it one of the
slumbering pipistrelle bats that roost in the
building. The bat is not always behind the board
during the day so this means it is active by night
and choosing another place to sleep. This
indicates it is not in hibernation and droppings
found on the floor beneath the board means it is
feeding. A long eared bat has also been seen in
the building. In December Focus I mentioned the
roe deer living in the young plantation at Wyke.
It has gone now and Angie thinks the removal of
many Christmas trees disturbed its cover. This
month a fox has been seen in the plantation.

Michael Ayre invited Rowie and me to Ratcliffe
Farm on 2 January to watch the ewes being
scanned and we took along Rowies friend
Annabelle. The man doing the scanning pointed
out little heads, legs and beating hearts etc.
When the number of lambs being carried was
identified Reg sprayed the ewe a blue dot for a

single, red for twins and green for triplets (I hope
I remembered this correctly).

Did you see the comet McNaught in the early
evening of 10 January il luminated by the setting
sun? Wow it was brill iant, the best comet I have
seen. Jeff and I observed it through binoculars
although it was visible with the naked eye. The
comet is named after its discoverer Australian
astronomer Rob McNaught.

On his way to work on 11 January, the morning
after the gales, Nick Endicott saw a dead otter at
Bickleigh Bridge.

Monday night of 15 January and the following
morning we heard a dog fox barking. We were
lucky to spot him at 7.45am running along the
fence at the far end of the field that holds the
Country Fair. That same morning a male
bullfinch was eating the seeds of the lemon balm
in front of the kitchen window and a hen
chaff inch was picking up the dropped seeds
beneath him.

Pauline Roberts has a king cup in flower in her
pond. Daffodils, crocus, snowdrops and
celandines are also in flower in the vil lage. I
wonder what effect if any the coming cold
weather will have on the plants and animals?

Jenny Garne

2 Lower Poole, Raddon, tel 860875

Lewis Jones at The Palace

Lewis Jones of Ivy Cottage, Thorverton attended
a reception at Buckingham Palace just before
Christmas in honour of those who had made a
significant contribution to local or national li fe in
2006. Lewis was nominated for his contribution
to PAWS - Partners for Water and Sanitation - a
scheme set up by the government to help ensure
that African countries have cleaner water and
better sanitation. Lewis is South West Water's
clean water quality manager. At the reception
Lewis met Prince Andrew and Prince Philip as
he and Amanda had champagne and canapes
during the reception.
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Producing Focus

Have you ever wondered what goes on in the
production of this magazine? Who are the people
behind it, and what do they do? Neville Lane,
our editor, named some of the regular
contributors in his editorial last month, but the
story behind how they do it, and how it all ends
up in your hands for just 40p may be a bit of a
mystery - until now!

It starts with people writing short articles, or
letters, about things that are happening or have
happened in the vil lage, or surrounding area, or
maybe even writing about a topic that could be
of interest to local readers - such as farming, or
local government.

The contributors then send their contributions to
us by email (to the address given in the inside
cover of Focus), or printed or hand-written
pages, although if your handwriting is difficult to
read, the Focus editorial staff can have fun trying
to make sense of your scrawl.

We prefer that contributions for a particular
month be submitted by the 20th of the previous
month. This is so that we have time to read it all,
and decide which contributions will get in - yes,
we do sadly have to reject some contributions,
sometimes simply because we have too much!
Our maximum size for Focus is 56 pages -
determined by how many piles of printed pages
will fit onto the large table in the Baptist Church
where the final product is stapled together. There
is method in every madness…

We have two "assistant editors" who's job it is to
produce the master copy. They are Chris Cousins
and Rob Purvis, and they produce alternate
months' issues (this month is the work of Rob).
The master copy is created using a Word
Processor (Microsoft Word 97 to be precise), and
Chris or Rob has to collect the articles submitted
on email and copy them into the master
document. We sometimes have to change the
format of your contributions to fit the space on
the page. If an article has been submitted on
paper, then we used a scanner which can
recognise text and convert a printed page into a
text file on the computer. If printed pictures or
drawings are submitted then we scan those to

produce computer files in the format that can be
used in the master copy word processor
document.

We prefer email submissions because scanning
can introduce errors into your article, and printed
pictures can lose some clarity when scanned. But
if you have no other option than submitting
printed pages then please do so - we don't want
to stifle your creativity because of a trivial
technicality!

To collate all the articles into a master copy
takes about  10-12 hours. Towards the end of
that time our editor will have a look over the
document and make suggestions about changing
the ordering of articles, and check that all
submissions that should go in are there.

There also has to be a cross-check to make sure
we haven't put conflicting information in the
Diary on the back page, when compared to the
notices and articles which mention dates and
venues.

Finally the master copy is printed - this is a
nerve-wracking time because if the printer fails
(normally because of running out of ink) then the
whole Focus production process is halted until a
new printer is found or ink has been purchased.
In fact, for this reason Rob has invested in a
small laser printer because they are faster and
more reliable than ink printers, and cheaper to
run.

Once printed, the master copy is taken to the
person responsible for printing - Barrie Phil lips
or Peter Mason, and they then spend a day or
two in the back room of the Baptist church
printing all the copies - a tough job in the cold of
winter. Getting the right balance of ink on a page
so it doesn't show through, and the pictures look
good can be tricky.

Finally there is a team of people who take the
printed pages and staple them together, and
distribute them to the businesses from which
they are sold. If you would like to get involved
in any of this process then please contact one of
the people listed inside the front cover.

Rob Purvis
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Crossword
Focus Christic February 2007

The solution is on page 33

ACROSS

1 Misery of being nearly out of rum and
brandy? (3,7)

7 I pore over image. (4)
9 Trustworthy about being under an

obligation? (8)
10 Not doing well, head dismissed, still not

doing well ! (6)
11 A growth in addition. (2,4)
12 Symbolic narrative tells of English covered

in blood. (8)
13 Parsley, sage, rosemary or thyme. (4)
15 Dank female warmed up at open fire. (5,5)
18 Seemingly rough play includes mother or

father. (10)
20 You carry acceptable burden. (4)
21 Support member and stroke. (8)
24 No time for nursing - that's final! (6)
26 Leapt out of empty spaceship and phoned.(6)
27 Remote stations despatch post to us

haphazardly. (8)
28 Betray for silver or similar. (4)
29 The trial involves MEP in dramatic scenario.

(3,7)

DOWN
2 Maidens shelter quietly - appear not to have

heard the alarm! (9)
3 Strike Nick. (5)
4 Lack of stabil ity caused by broken main

cable. (9)
5 Deck with diamonds to start with – could

make less feverish! (3,4)
6 Wash piece of linen to make a wrap. (5)
7 I first lent support to friend in a criminal

way. (9)
8 One has contents of gown, ermine-trimmed.

(5)
14 Veto Potter's final target. (9)
16 Do senior citizens meet here at noon? (3,6)
17 Jot down hints on what to do as a forger.

(4,5)
19 Larva appears as a pale dot swimming

around. (7)
22 Current unit set by the French is certainly

large enough. (5)
23 Gnats flying around cause anxiety. (5)
25 Become limp from love in the Fall? (5)
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 Thorverton Parish Information 
(Please notify any changes to the Editor.)

AIR AMBULANCE EMERGENCY - QUOTE NATIONAL GRID REFERENCE
RECREATION GROUND - SS 923019   MEMORIAL HALL FIELD - SS 926020

Bott le Bank Situated in Bullen Street Car Park.
Bus services             See inside back cover
Carers' Suppo rt Group Anne Higman, Wyndham House Surgery, Silverton.   860034.

Meetings - 3rd Wednesday of month, Wyndham House, 2.30-4.30 p.m.
Church (C of E) The Revd. Douglas Dettmer, The Rectory, Thorverton.  860332

Readers Nicholas Orme, Mrs.Rona Orme, Cob Corner, Brampford Speke.  841521
Church Wardens Peter Colebrook, Ockero, Thorverton.  861019.

Edwin Greed, Fortescue, Netherexe.  841231.
Consort Mary Thomas, 1 The Glebe, Thorverton.  860730.
P.C.C. Treasurer Royston Kershaw, 25 The Glebe, Thorverton.  860419.
Friends of Thorverton Parish Church Trust   Emmie Aird, Kirkfoard, The Berry, Thorverton.

Church (Baptist) The Revd. Maurice Harrison, 01884 258599.
Secretary Phyllis Langdon,  860932. Services, notice board or Focus.

Coun ty Coun cillor Cllr. Mr. M. Lee.  01363 772671.
District Coun cillor Cllr. Mr. T. H. C. Noon.  01884 855352.
Doctors Amanda Woods & Jon Wride / R. Leete, A. O’Brien, J. Stead & B. Stanley.

Surgery times: see below.
Electricity (Western Power) Report a loss of power: 0800 365 900   Bill Enquiries: 0800 365 000

Street lights 0870 556 1851
Friends of Thorverton & Silverton Surgeries    Christine Walker,  881501
Gas Emergency 0800 111999
Leonard Trust    Chairman: R. Hughes. Secretary: Mrs. E. Hughes, 3 Dinham Mews, Exeter   EX4 4EF
Library (Exeter Mobile)      EVERY WEDNESDAY, 2.55pm to 3.15pm  in the Quarry Car Park
Newspaper Reporter (Express & Echo)   Jane Ristic, 53 Silver Street, Thorverton.  860054
Parish Coun cil Chairman Cllr. Mike Shelton,
Parish Clerk Mrs Kate West, Great Pit Stables, Silverton.  861560.
Parish Coun cil Meetings 2nd Tuesday of month, at Baptist Church Schoolroom, 7.30 pm.
Parish Allotments Contact the Parish Clerk - 861560
Parish Coun cil Notice Board  Situated in School Lane, opposite the Thorverton Arms.
     IMPORTANT!- PLANNING APPLICATION NOTICES ARE DISPLAYED HERE.
Pension Service PO Box 93,  Plymouth  PL6 5WJ.      0845 60 60 265
Police Central Switchboard 24 Hours:  0845 2777444.
Post Off ice Portacabin (TCT Ltd )  Quarry Car Park, Thorverton  EX5 5NG.   860455

Mon. Tue. Thurs. Fri :  9 am.-1.00 pm.,    2 pm.– 5.30 pm.
Wed. :         9 am.-1.00 pm.
Sat. :                           9 am.-12 noon      Sun.  closed
Chair:               John Whiteside, Raddon Barton, 861133
Business Manager:     Jill Blewett, Faircop, Jericho St, Thorverton
Company Secretary:   Heather Kershaw, 25 The Glebe, 860419

Public Telepho ne Kiosk Opposite the Church, outside the Bell Inn, Dinneford  St.
Schoo l (C of E Primary) Head Teacher: Angela Thavarajah   860374.
Schoo l Governors Chair: John Iffla  01392 851943

Clerk: Jane Ristic, 53 Silver St.  860054
Schoo l P.T.F.A. Chair: Carolyn Johnson, Hillside, Bullen Street, Thorverton. 860584

Secretary: Marie Thomas, 01884 855275
Treasurer: Di Baker, 860426

South West Water 24 Hour Emergency: 0800 169 1144. 
         Helpline: 0800 169 1133.

Thorverton Millennium Chair: Dame Margaret Turner-Warwick, Pynes House,
Green Trust Silver Street  861173     Hon. secretary: Shirley Hoole.

Tiverton Volunteer Centre 28, Gold Street, Tiverton  EX16 6PY.  Judy Seymour, 01884 255734.



Focus on Thorverton 31 Vol. 38  No. 2 – February 2007

Thorverton Organisations

Amateur Dramatic Society     Chair: Ray Morrish, 841786.
Secretary: Lisa Browning, 31 Silver Street, Thorverton. 860609
Meetings - Last Wednesday of each month at the W.I. Hut.

Art Group Barrie Phillips, Crossmead, School Lane, Thorverton. 860529
Meet Fridays during term-time at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 am-12.00.

Arts Exchange Claire Cousins, Cubberley House, The Berry. 860438.
Monthly meetings in members’ homes at 8.0 pm. ( see Diary)

Association Foot ball Club   Chairman: Lewis Jones, Ivy Cottage, Thorverton. 861064.
Secretary: David Gregory, 2 The Orchard, Brampford Speke, 841803.

Bowls Group Chair: Roy Clark, 860927.
Secretary: Ken Maynard, 3 Bullen Street, Thorverton.  860661

Bridge Circle Graeme Culshaw, 3 The Glebe, Thorverton 860203.
Meets 1st/3rd/5th Fridays at the W.I. Hut from 7.00 p.m..

Brownies’ Leader Marjorie Maynard, Bullen St. Thorverton.  860661.
Meet Fridays during term-time at the W.I. Hut, 5.30-7.00 pm.

Church Flower Club Meetings as advertised.
Cricke t Club Chair: Charles Kislingbury, Arley House, 19 Church St, Silverton.  860270

  Secretary: M C Denford, 14 Moorlands, Tiverton EX16 6UF 01884 255076
Fixture Sec: J Meredith, 190 Mincinglake Rd, Exeter EX4 7DS 01392 272504

Focus Magazine Chair: John Carter, Rewe.  841237
Editor: Neville Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062.
Secretary: Jane Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062.
Treasurer:  Barbara Uglow, 14 Cleaves Close, Thorverton. 860614.
 Focus deliveries – John Carter, Rewe.  841237

Friends of Silverton & Thorverton Surgeries
Coffee Mornings in The Royal British Legion Club , Silverton
held on the LAST THURSDAY of every month except December.

Golf Society Players of Thorverton Contact David Harlow. 860724
History Society Chair: Bill Stamper, Dunelm, Raddon, Thorverton. 860214

Secretary: Phyllis Langdon, Ferndale, Bullen Street, Thorverton. 860932.
   Website  <http://www.thorhistsoc.fsnet.co.uk>

Ladies Group Meet 2nd Thursday of month,  (Venue and time - see Focus Notices).
Memorial Hall Committee  Chair: Mrs S Stephanie Shelton. Fir Tree House, Bullen Street. 861027.

Treasurer: John White, Waters Ford, Milford Lane. 860827.
Secretary & Bookings:  Jean White, Waters Ford, Milford Lane. 860827.

Memorial Hall Market 2nd Saturday of the month, at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 - 11.00 am.
Play Group Contact: Sara Burnard (Chair) 01884 855216.

Mon/Tues/Wed/Thurs during term-time, at Memorial Hall, 9.30 am-12.00.
Thorverton Ambling, Rambling and Tramping Society (TARTS)

Contacts : Caroline Prince 07749 775304 or Shirley Hoole 860018
See notices of walks in Old Post Office Window Bullen Street.

Todd ler Group Contact : Fiona Kugele, 861448.
Wednesdays, during term-time, at the Memorial Hall, 9.45 a.m.-11.45.

Rainbo ws Contact Jean Pearn  860105, Penny Fice  861136,
Term-time, Tuesdays  4-5 pm at the W.I. Hut.

Royal British Legion Chairman / Hon. sec:  Bill Stamper,  Dunelm,  Raddon, Thorverton. 860214
Hon. Treasurer: Emmie Aird.

Women’s Institute Secretary: Susan  Maguire. 01363 775624
Bookings: Nancy Maguire,  3 Cleaves Close, Thorverton. 860631.
W.I. Meeting. 1st Tuesday of the month at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm.
Whist, 3rd Tuesday of the month, at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm.

W.I. Market & Coffee 4th Saturday of the month at the W.I. Hut. 10.00 am. to 11.00 am.
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Doctors’ Surgeries

THE EXE VALLEY PRACTICE

Dr AMANDA WOODS and Dr JON WRIDE

The Surgery, The Berry, The Surgery, 3 Coach Road,
THORVERTON EX5 5NT SILVERTON EX5 4JL
Tel: 01392 860273 (24 hours) Tel: 01392 860176 (in surgery hours)
Fax: 01392 860654 Fax: 01392 861598

Surgery Hours

Mon. 2.30  -   4.30 Mon.     9.00  - 11.00
Tue. 3.30  -   5.30        Tue.      9.00  - 11.00
Wed. 10.30  - 11.30 Wed.     3.30  -   5.30
Thu. 3.00  -   5.00              Thu.      9.00  -  11.00
Fri. 9.00  - 12.00              Fri.        3.00  -   5.00

The Surgeries are OPEN at the following times

Mon.   8.30  - 12.45  &  2.00  - 6.00               Mon.      8.45  - 12.30
Tue.    8.30  - 12.45  &  2.00  - 6.00               Tue.      8.45  - 12.00
Wed.   8.30  - 12.45  &  2.00  - 5.00             Wed.      3.00  -   6.00
Thu.    8.30  - 12.45  &  2.00  - 6.00         Thu.       8.45  - 12.30
Fri.      8.30  - 12.45  &  2.00  - 4.00         Fri.         2.00  -    6.00

Surgery in STOKE CANON Village Hall –   2.00pm  on last Thursday of every month.  Please
let us know in advance if you will be attending.

REPEAT PRESCRIPTIONS  (Monday – Friday)   Please note that 48 hours notice is required
for ALL  repeat prescriptions.                 Repeat Prescription line:      Tel: 01392 861622

WYNDHAM HOUSE SURGERY,  Fore Street,  SILVERTON
www.wyndhamhousesurgery.co.uk

Dispensary Hours: Monday to Thursday 09.00 – 6.00  Friday 09.00 – 5.00
The dispensary is CLOSED between 1.00 – 2.00 p.m. daily.

Dr Richard Dr Anthony Dr Jonathan Dr M 
LEETE O’BRIEN STEAD BAILEY

Monday 8.30 - 11.00 8.30 - 11.00 8.30 - 11.00   
                      3.00 -   5.30               3.00 -  5.30                                                                               
Tuesday 8.50 - 12.00        8.30 - 11.30    
                                                        3.00 -  5.30                                                2.30 -  5.00            
Wednesday 8.50 - 12.00  8.30 - 11.30
                                                                                                                          2.30 -  5.00            
Thursday 8.30 - 11.00

(early appts at         8.50 - 11.30         
                      Stoke Canon)                                               4.00 -  6.00                                             
Friday 8.30 - 12.00 8.50 - 12.00                 

Rota for Dr on Rota for Dr on
  afternoon   afternoon  

surgery surgery
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Crossword and Sudoku solutions

Solution to this month’s Sudoku
Solution to this month’s crossword

Diary, continued from back page
SEPTEMBER
Fri 28th Thorverton & District History Society, Thorverton W.I. hut, 7.30 p.m.

Robin Langhorne – ‘Aspects of Crediton's History'
OCTOBER
Fri 26th Thorverton & District History Society, Thorverton W.I. hut, 7.30 p.m.

Sadru Bhanji - 'Hedgeland's Model of Georgian Exeter'
NOVEMBER
Fri 23rd  Thorverton & District History Society, Thorverton W.I. hut, 7.30 p.m.

Members Evening
JANUARY 2008
Fri 25th Thorverton & District History Society, Thorverton W.I. hut, 7.30 p.m.

Annual General Meeting and Bill Stamper - 'Going to School in  Thorverton'

Bus services
Turner’s Tours (bus 678)  Mon-Fri. 10.09 from The Berry and the Baptist Chapel.
Return 13.35 from Exeter bus station, Stand 5.

Cook’s Coaches (service 355), Stagecoach (service 55B) Mon-Sat (except Bank Holidays)
To Tiverton  9.02, 11.02, 13.02, 15.02, 17.32, 18.11 (55B) from The Berry and Broadlands.
Return from Tiverton bus station. 9.40, 11.40, 13.40, 15.40, 18.05.

To Exeter 8.00, 10.05, 12.05, 14.05, 16.05, 18.30 from The Berry and Broadlands.
Return from Exeter bus station. 8.40, 10.46, 12.40, 14.40, 17.10, 17.50 (55B).

Timetables for the 355 service are available at the Post Office.

Stagecoach 55 service runs every half-hour in each direction along the Exeter-Tiverton road, stopping at the Thorverton turn.
Please consult Stagecoach 55 Group timetable for detail s of this service.

Stagecoach free service to Somerfield’s, Broadclyst, from Broadlands on Tuesdays 14.00.

Stagecoach offers a variety of concessions for regular commuters, shoppers, children, students and jobseekers as well as one-
day unlimited-use Explorer tickets. Further details from Stagecoach: 01392 427711 or 01803 664500 or
www.stagecoachbus.com or www.devon.gov.uk/devonbus.

Devonbus Timetable Information: call Traveline  0870 608 2 608  Timetables available at the Post Off ice
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 Diary 2007
Please notify FOCUS Editor of additions or changes.

(Email: focusonthorverton@yahoo.co.uk or phone Neville Lane on 861062)

FEBRUARY
Mon 5th Recycling collection.
Thu 8th Arts Exchange, Letters, Stable House, 8 p.m.
Sat 10th Saturday Market, Memorial Hall, 9.30 - 11 a.m.
Sat 17th The Neil Maya Quartet Contemporary Jazz, Thorverton Memorial Hall , 8 p.m.
Mon 19th Recycling collection.
Fri 23rd Thorverton & District History Society, Thorverton W.I. hut, 7.30 p.m.

Phil lip Kenning - 'Rise and Fall of English Clock making'

MARCH
Mon 5th Recycling collection.
Sat 10th Saturday Market, Memorial Hall, 9.30 - 11 a.m.
Sun 11th The Lord Mayor’s Grand Military Concert, Great Hall , Exeter University, 7 p.m.
Tue 13th Mothers’ Day Bingo, Memorial Hall , Eyes down at 7.30 p.m.
Thu 15th Arts Exchange, Time, Cubberley House, 8 p.m.
Sat 17th Poltimore House open day, 1.00 – 4.30 p.m.
Mon 19th Recycling collection.

Thorverton Church Flower Club, June Flower Festival meeting, Thorverton church 2.30 p.m.
Tue 20th Easter Bingo, Memorial Hall , Eyes down at 7.30 p.m.
Fri 23rd Thorverton & District History Society, Thorverton W.I. hut, 7.30 p.m.

Tom Coleman - 'Devon Farmhouses'
Sat 24th Casino Night, Memorial Hall
Tue 27th Easter Bingo, Memorial Hall , Eyes down at 7.30 p.m.

APRIL
Thu 5th Arts Exchange, Consequences, Ockero, 8 p.m.
Sat 14th "Duck" Market, Memorial Hall , 9.30 - 11 a.m.

"Duck Race"
Fri 27th Thorverton & District History Society, Thorverton W.I. hut, 7.30 p.m.

Merin Waite - 'Thai Monarchy and England'
Sun 29th Poltimore House Specialist Plant Sale, 11 a.m. – 4 p.m.

MAY
Tue 1st-Sat 5th 37th East Devon Arts Festival, Thorverton Parish Church.
Sat 5th Fair, The Berry.
Thu 10th Arts Exchange, Mysteries, Pynes House, 8 p.m.
Sat 12th Saturday Market, Memorial Hall, 9.30 - 11 a.m.
Fri 25th Thorverton & District History Society, Thorverton W.I. hut, 7.30 p.m.

David Stone - 'A Clash of Eagles - Germany's Historic Defeat of  France 1870-71'

JUNE
Thu 7th Arts Exchange, Movement, Campion Cottage, 8 p.m.
Sat/Sun 9th/10th Country Show
Fri-Sun 15th-17th Flower Festival, Thorverton Church
Fri 22nd  Thorverton & District History Society

Outside Visit to The Bil l Douglas Centre - Exeter University

JULY
Sat 7th Rain or Shine Theatre - Outdoor Shakespeare Twelfth Night, Thorverton Memorial Hall

 (evening performance - time TBA)

Continued inside back page …


