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Editorial

It is all too easy to take things for granted until
they go wrong.  It wasn’t until half way through
January that I realised just how much internet
access – and in particular through broadband –
has transformed the way in which I work.
Suddenly I found myself without internet access
and overnight producing Focus was made a
whole lot more difficult.  Over 90% of our
material is now sent in electronically and much of
our communication takes place by email.

My weeks without internet access also brought
home to me just how valuable a method of
gaining information the internet is.  I had been
looking at holiday cottages on the Isle of Man,
and had not only been able to look at the
brochures for each prospective place of stay, but
had also been able to look at pictures of what the
area looks like (more on how to do this in future
editions of Focus, but suffice it to say that there
are plenty of pictures around this area too thanks

to John Spivey amongst others).  Without
internet access I was worse off than had I never
had it for I didn’ t even have a hard copy brochure
to peruse.

Anyway, enough of my troubles, and thanks to
those who have helped to pull me through!

Once again, I am pleased to be able to offer you a
magazine full of variety.  We are pleased to be
able to print the preliminary plans for the
affordable housing at Court Barton, on which the
Parish Council would welcome comments.
Plenty of other news for the Thorverton Rural
Services Association, the Parish Plan and Not the
Vill age Shop.

Nevill e Lane
Editor
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Letters

From. Salli e, Natasha, Keeley and
Famili es.
 
We would like to thank everyone who attended
the celebration of Laurence Hayes’ life on
January 8th.  We are sure you all hold your own
special memories of him: we have many.  To us
he was an incredible person who we will miss
immensely.  We would like to say a big thank you
to Uncle John and Roy and Jean who visited
Laurence regularly.  Special thanks to Elspeth
Holmes, Penny Fice, Rachel and Jayne Mirko and
John Mann for helping to give Laurence the send-
off he asked for.

From Jeff and Beryl Grace and Sue
Vooght

INTO AFRICA

     Arriving in Kenya on a recent holiday, we met
an English couple from Yorkshire, who were
laden with bags of clothing, shoes, medications
etc.  It later transpired that David & Sharon were
two very ordinary people on an extraordinary
mission.
     Their first visit to Kenya had prompted them
to subsequently set up and finance a small
community school for orphans and for children
with special needs. Whilst acknowledging that
salaries, and costs in general, in Kenya are
extremely low in comparison with the UK, to
support such a venture from these shores and by
their own exclusive efforts is a mammoth
undertaking. Dave & Sharon raise their funding
from regular Car Boot sales, a weekly raffle at
Sharon’s place of work, and their own personal
financial input, (even supplemented during
difficult times with an occasional advance of
salary from Dave’s employment as a floor layer).

They are unwilli ng to form a charity as this in
itself is not without cost, and their aim is for
every penny to reach its goal.
    Of course, such a small venture is a mere drop
in the ocean of the needs of this unfortunate
Country, particularly in the light of recent events
there which will i n no way reduce the number of
orphaned or special-needs children – far from it!
    We were so impressed with the simpli city of
this undertaking that we felt the need to help,
even if only in a small way, to assist Dave and
Sharon in their efforts.
     We have decided therefore to hold a fund-
raising Dinner, for which Sue and Beryl will cook
and serve a four-course Dinner at the Memorial
Hall on Saturday 5 April, at 7.00 pm for 7.30 pm.
David and Sharon are delighted with this offer of
help, and are coming down from Pontefract to
speak briefly about their project and to show
video clips and photographs.
     Admission will be by ticket only (and limited
to 60 persons) available in advance from either
Moss Bank (860489) or Sherwood (860585),
priced £12.50 each. A Bar will be available
throughout the evening, and a raffle is to be held.
Please contact either of the above for menu (to
be selected in advance) and ticket request, from 1
February onwards.
      In the meantime and prior to the evening, we
will be happy to receive good quality children’s
clothing & shoes, any surplus medication (even
out-dated is better than none), surgical dressings
etc.
Dave & Sharon’s next intended visit to Bambouri
(governments and airlines willi ng) is Tuesday 15
April, and they are happy to take any such
practical donations back home with them.

Hoping to see many of you on the evening.

Thorverton Parish Council
Report of the January meeting of the Parish
Council
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AFFORDABLE HOUSING
Dame Margaret reported that the Housing Sub-committee had met the previous Thursday and
subsequently she and Chairman Cllr Ayre had met with Cluttons and Falcon. She distributed copies of the
updated site plan and elevations – these can be seen elsewhere in Focus.  She explained that Cluttons
intended to draft the Planning Support Statement and emphasised the need to involve Councill ors’ input
for their local knowledge and experience of the site.  She stressed the importance of ensuring no confusion
with the expression ‘exception site’ and of making it clear to Planners that this case does not set a
precedent.  D Cllr Deed stressed the importance of ensuring that all significant information is imparted to
Planning Committee Members and said that letters of support would be vital.
VILLAGE SHOP/POST OFFICE
Mr Matthews reported to the Council that an outline application for a shop/post office and café in the
Quarry Car Park had been submitted to Mid Devon District Council for approval.  This had been done to
ensure that the application would be taken into account in the forthcoming Post Office review.  It is hoped
that this will assist in the Post Office’s chances for survival.
PARISH PLAN
Cllr Spivey that the membership of the working groups had now been finalised.  He explained that the
questionnaire form they would be using would allow a distinction to be made between responses from
parishioners and people from the wider community.
PLANNING MATTERS
A. Planning Decisions received to date of meeting.
i. Ref: 07/02047/FULL Construction of dormer window on north elevation, Eastern Down,

Armourwood Lane, Thorverton.  APPROVED.
ii. Ref: 07/02020/LBC Internal and external alterations, Court Barton, Silver Street, Thorverton.

APPROVED.
B. Planning Applications received to date of meeting:
i. Ref: 07/02335/FULL Erection of 2 Dwelli ngs, The Bell Inn, The Bury, Thorverton.

OTHER PARISH BUSINESS
• Problem parking in Broadlands remains on the agenda, but will have to overcome diff iculties

relating to the mix of District Council and private ownership.
• Concerns have been raised about rats in the vill age.  The District Council no longer offers a free

pest control service unless you are claiming benefits, but subsidised help is offered.  Further
information can be found on the website.

• The Clerk is working to resolve the problem of faulty streetlights in the Lynch Close area.

The next Parish Council Meeting will take place in the Memorial Hall on Tuesday 12th February 2008 at
7.30pm.  An Agenda is displayed on the Parish Notice Board prior to meetings.

Kate West, Parish Clerk
Telephone: 01392 861560, email: Thorvertonclerk@aol.com

www .Thorvertonp arishcoun cil.org

Preliminary Plans for the Court Barton Site

For four years Thorverton Parish Council has been negotiating with Cluttons (for the Church Commission)
and Falcon Housing in the continuing attempts to have more Affordable Housing in Thorverton. The
above plans have been prepared for submission to Mid-Devon Council in the hope that planning permission
can be gained. The site, which adjoins the Court Barton barns (where a Live/Work Unit has already been
granted planning permission), is at present occupied by dereli ct and unsightly barns. It is hoped that the PC
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& CC joint application will result in 7 Affordable Houses and 7 Open Market houses with a range of sizes
(and prices). We are hoping that all the efforts by the Parish Council and the Affordable Housing
Subcommittee will be successful. The Parish Council welcomes comments and suggestions which can be
passed on by any of the councill ors.
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Thorverton Memorial Hall News

Spring Ball

This year we are holding a Spring Ball at the Hall
on Saturday 1st March. This is a chance to get
your “posh” gear out and come along to the Hall
for a great night out. Music will be supplied by
“Taylor and the Made Gentlemen”, an 8-piece
band from Exeter who play just about anything
you would like to hear. This is a Black Tie event
with a strict dress and age (18+) code. Gents
please come in DJ’s or dark lounge suits  while
for the ladies, ball gowns, cocktail dresses or any
sparkly evening wear is the order of the day.
There will be the opportunity to get your photo
taken in you special outfit.

The evening will start with a complementary
glass of Bubbly served between 8 and 9 pm.
Canapés will be circulated from 9.00 to 9.30.
During this time the band will play gentle swing
or easy listening music so people will be able to
have a chat with their friends. After 9.30 the band
will gradually get into full swing, giving everyone
a chance to get on the dance floor and dance the
night away (or, to be exact, until midnight).
There will be a bar and a draw. Tickets for the
Ball can be purchased in advance at the February
Market or from Jen Pascoe or Jean White and
cost £6 per person. If you wait until the evening
you will have to pay £7 so make sure you buy
your ticket early.

Saturday Market & Big Breakfast

100 Club Draw Winner for January
£50 – No 33 June Alexander

Draw Winners for December were:
Chicken Dinner Paddy Milford
Fruit Box Vic Gregory
Bottle of Sherry Karen Ivall
Breakfast Goodies Tina Ayre

Curry Night

Back by popular demand, Colin will be running
another of his excellent Curry Nights on Saturday
2nd February. You can collect a take-away, place
an order for delivery or come along to the Hall
and eat in. To be sure of a seat at your favourite
time, please reserve your table in advance. We
are unable to confirm the menu at present but it
will be advertised well in advance of the event.
Please get your delivery orders in by 8pm on
Friday 1st February. You can contact Jean White
on 860827 or see Colin or Alison Marshall for
more information.

Duck Race

Following on from the popularity of last year’s
event, the Hall Committee are once again holding
an Easter Duck Race. It will be held after the
Market on 8th March. Make sure you purchase a
duck and join in with the fun on the day.

Ducks cost 50p each and can be bought at the
Saturday Markets in February and March or from
any Committee member. Each duck has a number
on it. You will be allocated a number and there
will be prizes for the first three ducks to cross the
finish line and for the last one to actually make
the full course.

More information will be available next month

Reg.Charity No. 203776
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Notice Board

  THORVERTON
MEMORIAL HALL

 SATURDAY MARKET

               

Saturday 9th February

 9.30 - 11.00am

Breakfast Bar, Fruit & Veg
Books, Cards, Jewellery
Jams/preserves, Plants

Bric-a-brac, Draw

 100 Club Draw

Reg. Char ity No. 203778

THORVERTON
MEMORIAL HALL

BINGO

   

Tuesday 19th February

Eyes Down 7.30pm

Lots of prizes to be won.

Reg. Char ity No. 203778

THORVERTON
MEMORIAL HALL

CURRY EVENING

Saturday 2nd February

Delivered to your home

 Take Away

Eat in

Bar

Contact Colin, Alison or Jean for more
information

Reg. Char ity No. 203778
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The Good Time Girls

At Upton Pyne Village Hall
Saturday 9

th
 February 2008

 7.30 pm.

After their recent sell-out shows in Topsham and
Exeter, stage partners Mitzi Maybe and Sally
Scrumptious (“The Good Time Girls” ) will
shortly be performing at the Village Hall in Upton
Pyne.  For a great Saturday night out, don’ t miss
their unique and very funny blend of songs and
original comic poetry, seasoned with a bit of
dancing, acting and fiddle playing.

The beautiful blonde Mitzi, whose sweet,
seductive singing voice has been heard at various
local cabaret venues in recent years, sings
numbers by Gershwin, Sondheim and other
greats, as well as music-hall songs, parodies of
show songs and even opera favourites.

She has teamed up with the slightly-older-but-
still -very-well-preserved Sally (once her teacher
at school!) who recites her own poetry, and who

is the perfect foil to Mitzi’s flightiness.  Together
the two have created a very glamorous, and
sophisticated, highly entertaining show.

Tickets cost £6.50 and are available from
Veronica Clarke on 01392 841530, from The
Exe Valley Tea Shop on 01392 841785 or from
Not The Vill age Shop, Thorverton on 01392
860455.

Lambing day

MARCH 15th from 10am to 6pm

A visit to Ratcliffe Farm to see the sheep at
lambing time. Admission Free,  but donations
please, all proceeds spli t between Thorverton

Church and Shelter Box UK.
More details next month!

Thorverton C of E Primary School –
Mealtime Assistant / Playground Supervisor

Having fill ed the previous vacancy, we now need
to fill another!  So once again we are looking for
a Mealtime Assistant to help out 3 lunch times
per week., from 12:05 to 1:35, and pay of £8.50
per session (£25.50 per week).  Please apply in
writing to The Headteacher, Thorverton Church
of England Primary School, School Lane,
Thorverton EX5 5HR, or contact Mrs Veda
Dymond on 01392 860374 for more information

Devon Countryside Access Forum

A statutory forum under the Countryside and
Rights of Way Act 2000, supported by Devon
County Council
Are you interested in advising on improving
access to the countryside?
Can you represent the interests of young people
or other groups who do not get outside so much?
The Devon Countryside Access Forum has fifteen
members. It meets three or four times yearly at
public meetings and holds occasional working
groups and training days.

If you would like to apply please look at the
website

www.devon.gov.uk/devon_countryside_access_forum
for details and an application form

or ring 01837 810921, e-mail
devoncaf@devon.gov.uk

(Lucombe House, County Hall, Topsham Road,
Exeter EX2 4QW)
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A Concert in support of WaterAid

Thorverton’s very own Christopher Jones, who is
working for his "Youth Award" along with 50 or
so other pupils at Q.E, has organised a concert
on February 2nd.

He is doing a module called "Communication" for
which he has to organise an event. He has chosen
to put on a concert at our church featuring
extracts from "Godspell".

He is doing all the spadework himself and has
asked the Thorverton School Choir and Church
Junior Consort to sing 2 choruses from the show.
They, with Chris and his 2 friends who are taking
the leading roles, will also sing a song specially
written for "Wateraid". All profits from the
concert will go to this charity.

The concert is on Saturday, February 2nd at
Thorverton Church at 7 p.m. and will be
followed by refreshments.

Adults £4.  Children and students free.

We hope for lots of support from the vill age
community.

Assistance kindly requested

We are a family of four (soon to be five!) who
have relocated to Devon for professional reasons.
We are currently renting a house in this delightful
area and, having become firmly attached to the
local community already, would dearly love to
make our permanent home in Thorverton or its
surrounding area.  We therefore make this appeal
for any information from local people that may
help us.
With grateful thanks, The Hellewell Family.
Please contact Alistair or Sue 07789 655465
sueandalhellewell@hotmail.com

Thorverton Arts Exchange

At Arts Exchange meetings we share our
enthusiasms for writing, music, painting, film,
craft etc. with one another.

Usually there is a theme to our choices, but
occasionally an individual member will take
responsibili ty for a whole evening.

The meetings take place in members’ homes at
8.00 p.m. The next meetings are:

Feb 7th Fish Ockero
Mar 6th Atmosphere Pynes House
Apr 10th Conundrum Stable House

New members are always welcome.
For further information contact

Claire Cousins at Cubberley House, The Berry
(860438)

Church Consort Practices

Thursdays, 7.45 p.m. in church
February 14th
March 13th, 19th (Wednesday)
April 17th, 24th

Junior Consort Practices

Mondays 3.30 pm. in school
February 11th, 25th
March 17th, 31st
April 28th
May 12th, 19th
June 16th, 30th
July Party 10th

Focus AGM :  Wednesday 5th March, time and
venue to be confirmed.  Your chance to come
along and tell us what you think of Focus and, if
you wish, to become involved in producing
Thorverton’s monthly magazine.
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 A “Crafty Breakfast”

Come and enjoy a “Crafty Breakfast” in
the Brampford Speke Parish Hall  on

Saturday, 23rd February
9.30 – 11.30am

Do you have something to sell?
Book a table for £3.00

Sell your craftwork, cakes, household goods,
clutter,fruit and vegetables or raise funds for your

chosen charity� � � � � � � � � � � � � 	 
 � � � � � � � � � � 
 � � � � � � � �  � � � � � � 
 � � 
 � � � � � 
 	 	 � � � � �� � � � � �
Exe Valley Film Club
If you haven’t experienced an evening with “The
Exe Valley Film Society” in the Brampford Speke
Vill age Hall, you are missing a treat.  Enjoy a
great film in a warm hall with complimentary
popcorn and great company.
The next film is “ Iri s” on Thursday, 21st

February at 7.30pm.
Doors open at 7.00pm

Bring a glass and a bottle of your choice,
popcorn is provided

Membership per person will cost £24.00 a year
and there will twelve films, each one showing on
the third Thursday of every month.  The doors
will open at 7.00pm and the film will commence
at 7.45pm.  Members will be able to invite guests
at £2.50 per guest and members children under
16 years of age will be able to attend suitable
films accompanied by an adult for £1.50 per
child.

There will also be the occasional special matinee
for member’s children, the young at heart and
their invited guests.

For further information please phone
Mary or Emma 840072     ~   Sue 841785    ~
Roger 841765

Women’s World Day of Prayer

Women Across The World Join Together To
Pray For It s Needs

Over 3 milli on women worldwide will be praying
and worshipping together during an annual day of
prayer on Friday 7th March.  They will be using
an order of service prepared by Christian women
from Guyana.

Emma Wilcock, National President of Women’s
World Day of Prayer in England, Wales and
Northern Ireland, said: “This is always an
exciting day. The extent of unity in Prayer is
shown by the fact that meetings will begin at
sunrise in Tonga and finish only with sunset in
neighbouring Western Samoa, after there have
been meetings in over 170 countries.

In the British Isles, there will be well over 6,000
prayer services in different places. They bring
together women, men and young people from
every background and a very wide range of
Christian traditions” .

Many women of Guyana still bear the marks of
those who experienced and fought against slavery
and the system of indentured labour, with the
imperialism and discrimination which that
involved.

In recent years, women in Guyana have been
Prime Minister, President, Chief Justice and
Director General of the Foreign Affairs Ministry,
as well as holding many other senior positions at
home and in international organisations.
However, domestic violence and human
trafficking remain problems in the country.

The Women’s World Day of Prayer meetings
contribute to strengthening the dignity of women.

In this country, 270,000 service sheets will be
distributed, including some in Braill e.
Further information and resources can be found
on the UK Women’s World Day of
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Prayer website at www.wwdp-natcomm.org

Your Local Service will this year be held at
Thorverton Parish Church on Friday 7 March
starting at 11:00am and ending with a soup
lunch, to which all are welcome.

The Rev. Thomas Derwent
Davies

The Reverend Thomas Derwent Davies, a former
vicar in Thorverton, died on 19th December.  A
service for him was held recently in Crediton.

Derwent was born in Treorchy and educated at
Lampeter and Landaff, before becoming a
Deacon in 1939.  He became a priest in
Pontypridd where he spent six years, endearing
himself to a wide circle of friends and impressing
all with his enthusiasm and sincerity, qualities that
were continued in each parish.

He became curate at St Mary’s in Bideford in
1945 before moving to become Assistant
Secretary to the Diocesan Board of Finance in
Exeter and preaching at the Cathedral. He
pressed for more money to be spent on
ordination, to encourage new candidates and he
recognised that population movements with new
houses meant that costs for building new

churches must be met by parishioners as only the
sites were donated by the government.

Derwent was proud of his Welsh roots, claiming
that the greatest export of Wales was “brains” ,
and he became Chairman of the Devon
Association of Welsh Societies. He also became
interested in the sayings and traditions of local
Devon groups.  He had an excellent memory,
performing wedding services entirely from
memory. However, on one occasion he was
surprised when, at the signing of the register, the
bridegroom asked “when do I get to put on the
ring?” . An embarrassed Derwent apologised and
rushed the couple back in to the church complete
the service.

In 1951 Derwent moved to Plymouth and then in
1958 back to Bideford where he remained until
1974 when he came to St Thomas Becket in
Thorverton. He became well known around the
vill age for his green beret.  When taking
communion to sick parishioners, he would often
stay for a chat and a glass of whisky! He was well
loved and highly respected as a preacher. He
spent his retirement in Crediton where he and his
wife Betty continued to work for the local
community.

A Webcam on the River!

Jane Ristic has pointed out that the Environment
Agency has put a set of Web-Cams (cameras, the
images from which are available to look at over
the internet) on the river at Thorverton Bridge.
According to their website, “The Environment
Agency has installed Webcams on the River Exe
at Thorverton Gauging Station for the purpose of
flood warning monitoring and to give recreational
users such as canoeists and anglers an indication
of current conditions. Wildlife including herons,
kingfishers and fish can also sometimes be seen.
This page refreshes automatically after every 5
minutes (or press F5 to update). Twenty-four
hour viewing is possible due to infra-red
lighting.”
You can have a look for yourself i f you have an
internet connection: the site is at:

http://eathorvertonwebcam.org.uk/index2.html
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Parish Church Services and News

The Church of England

welcomes you!

FEBRUARY
SERVICES & INFORMATION

The Raddon Team Ministry & The Stoke Canon Benefice

FEBRUARY 3       Presentation of Christ in the Temple (Candlemas)

8 am Holy Communion (BCP) at Cadbur y  RP

9 am Holy Communion (T) at Cowley  JB

10 am Holy Communion (T) at Huxham  AS

10 am Famil y Service & Holy Communion (C) at Newton St Cyres  SM

10 am Holy Communion (T) & Chil dren’ s Group at Thor verton  DD & JD

10 am Service of the Word at Upton Pyne  Lay-Led

11.15 am Morning Prayer (BCP) at Rewe  DB & VQ

5 pm ‘ Service with a Smil e’ �  at Stoke Canon Jubil ee Hall  For all ages

6.30 pm Joint Evening Service at Br ampfor d Speke Parish Church  RP, PW

6.30 pm Festival Service of Light at Pol t imore  DD

FEBRUARY 6     Ash Wednesday – The Fi rst Day of Lent

7.30 pm Joint Mission Community Service at Thor verton – Holy Communion (C)  DD

Everyone is invited to this joint service for one of the pr incipal holy days in the church’ s year .  Optional Impositi on
of Ashes will be avail able dur ing the service for those who wish to receive this sign of penitence.  The music will be
led by the j oint Mission Communit y choirs

FEBRUARY 10       Lent 1

8 am Holy Communion (BCP) at Newton St Cyres  RP

8 am Holy Communion (BCP) at Thor verton  DD

9 am Holy Communion (T) at Upton Pyne  RP – Joint Service

10 am Holy Communion (T) at Rewe  DD – Group Service

10 am ‘ At Your Service’ �  at Thor verton  For all ages

11.15 am Holy Communion (T) at Cowley  JB

6.30 pm ‘ Lenten Feast’ – a Musical Meditation at Newton St Cyres
Led by the Exeter Chamber Choi r (di rected by Andrew Daldorph)

FEBRUARY 17       Lent 2

9 am Holy Communion (T) at Cowley  RP

10 am ‘ Service with a Smil e’ �  at Br ampfor d Speke  For all ages

10 am Holy Communion (C) at Newton St Cyres  SS

10 am Holy Communion (C) at Pol t imore  RP

10 am Service of the Word at Stoke Canon  MJ & GK

10 am Holy Communion (T) at Thor verton  CH – Joint Service

11.15 am Service of the Word at Rewe  GS & GK

11.15 am Holy Communion (T) at Upton Pyne  DD

6.30 pm Evening Prayer (BCP) at Cadbur y  RP

6.30 pm Evening Prayer (BCP) at Huxham  DD
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FEBRUARY 24       Lent 3

8 am Holy Communion (BCP) at Br ampfor d Speke  DD

9 am Holy Communion (T) at Upton Pyne  RP

10 am Holy Communion (T) at Cadbur y  DD

10 am Holy Communion (T) at Newton St Cyres  JB – Joint Service

10 am Holy Communion (C) at Stoke Canon  AS

11.15 am Holy Communion (C) at Rewe  JM

MARCH 2       Lent 4 & Mother ing Sunday

8 am Holy Communion (BCP) at Cadbur y  DD

9 am Holy Communion (T) at Cowley  JB

10 am Holy Communion (T) at Huxham  RP

10 am Famil y Service & Holy Communion (C) at Newton St Cyres  SM

10 am Famil y Service for Mothering Sunday �  at Thor verton
10 am Service of the Word at Upton Pyne  Lay-Led

11.15 am Mothering Sunday Service at Rewe  VQ & AB

5 pm ‘ Service with a Smil e’ �  at Stoke Canon Jubil ee Hall  For all ages

6.30 pm Joint Evening Service at Br ampfor d Speke Baptist Chapel  RP

6.30 pm Evening Prayer (BCP) at Pol t imore  DD

Daily Services  Usual pattern – please see the Sunday leaflet for daily services each week

Tuesday – Friday 7.30 am Morning Prayer at Thor verton
Tuesday 6 pm Evening Prayer at Rewe
Thursday 5 pm Evening Prayer at Newton St Cyres
Saturday 8.30 am Morning Prayer at Thor verton

Last Wednesday
of the month

9.30 am Holy Communion (BCP) at Thor verton

DD = The Rev Douglas Dettmer, Priest-in-Charge
RP = The Rev Richard Potter, Associate Minister in the Raddon Team

JB = The Rev John Benton
BB = Mrs Bridget Boxall
DB = Mr David Boxall
AB = Mrs Annabel Branney
CC = Mr Chris Cook

  JC = Mrs Jane Cook
  JD = Mrs Juli a Dall en

CH = The Rev Chris Hughes
GK = Mrs Gwynneth Keehner
SL = Mrs Sue Longridge
JM = Preb John Mapson
DP = Mr David Perrott
VQ = Mrs Valerie Quinn
SM = The Rev Sue Martin
VM = Mrs Valerie Mill s

MJ =Mrs Maureen Owen-Jones
JS = Mr John Sandford
GS = Mr Guy Sheppard
SS = The Rev Sue Sheppard
AS = The Rev Alan Simmonds
PW = The Rev Peter Webb
HW = The Rev Harold Whitty

Famil y Services of the Word marked �  are led by Lay Teams

From the Par ish Registers   To mid-January

M arr iage Karen Ford & Thomas Pugh (December 29 at Thorverton)

Funerals Laurence Hayes (January 8 at Thorverton)
Pearson Stevens (January 16 at Exeter Crematorium)

Would you like a li f t to chur ch?
May we off er you a li f t to the parish church or to a joint service elsewhere?  For transport to Sunday services from
locations in Thorverton parish, please ring Steve Rendell on (01392) 860780.  To arrange a li f t to the weekday Holy
Communion at Thorverton on the last Wednesday of the month, please ring Margaret Turner-Warwick on (01392)
861173
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L ent L unches 2008

Fr idays in L ent  – a short, informal service (10-15 minutes) at 12 noon in the parish church, foll owed by a simple lunch
in a nearby hall or home.  Di ff erent timings apply on March 7th only; see below.

Everyone from across the parishes is welcome for the service and/or lunch on each occasion – an opportunity to meet
neighbours from other churches and communiti es in our group.

Febr uar y 8th 12 noon at Upton Pyne Church foll owed by lunch in the V illage Hall
Febr uar y 15th 12 noon at Newton St Cyres Church foll owed by lunch in the Parish Hall
Febr uar y 22nd 12 noon at Rewe Church foll owed by lunch in the Parish Hall
Febr uar y 29th 12 noon at Stoke Canon Church foll owed by lunch at the Old Vicarage

M arch 7th 11am at Thorverton Parish Church:  Ecumenical Service for Women’ s World Day of
Prayer (please note time – men, women & chil dren welcome) foll owed by lunch in the North
Transept at 12 noon; sponsored jointly by the Baptist and Parish Churches

M arch 14th 12 noon at Polti more Church foll owed by lunch in the V illage Hall

L ent Course 2008 – ‘ L istening to God’ s Wor ld’

See details elsewhere in this month’ s issue of the magazine.  All welcome at any venue:-� � � � � � � � � � � � 	 
 � � 
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Church Electoral Roll

I f your name has not been entered on the Church Electoral Roll and you would like to consider
joining, please see information posted in the church porch.  Membership of the Roll i s one
important way in which parishioners who have been baptized/christened can identify ourselves
with the li fe and work of the Church of England in our local community and support the parish
church.  (Those who live outside the parish but regularly attend public worship in it are also
eligible.)  Membership is required for full participation in the Annual Parochial Church Meeting
and for election to church councils.

From the Rev. Douglas Dettmer,
Priest-in-Charge

The following paragraphs are quoted from the
introduction to the Exeter Diocesan Lent Course
for 2008, ‘Listening to God’s World’ , which has
been designed to help prepare Devon churches
for the 1,100th anniversary of the Diocese in
2009.  Here is what it says:

‘There have been Christians in Devon since
Roman times.  But in AD 909, the large and
ancient Diocese of Wessex, centred around

Sherborne, established a new and separate
diocese in what is now Devon and Cornwall.
This was initially centred in Crediton.

The churches have lived through many transitions
since then, including the movement of the
Bishop’s base from Crediton to Exeter in 1050,
the turbulent years of the Reformation during
which the Church of England separated itself
from the Church of Rome, and the emergence of
several Protestant denominations, with
Methodism particularly dominant in the South
West.
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By the time of the 1,000th anniversary of this
westward expansion in 1909, the churches had
already survived many huge changes and
challenges.  The Diocese of Exeter in particular
was a strong and substantial organisation and one
that most Devon people of goodwill would have
identified with.  It had taken its place alongside
the other Christian denominations to make
Christianity the dominant spiritual force of the
people of Devon.

By 1931, the Diocese’s Electoral Roll stood at
106,800, nearly 15% of the population (then
729,000)...  In 1911, the number of people
confirmed by the Anglican Church was 7,214 –
just over one in a hundred of the total population
in a single year!  This suggests that about half of
all young people were confirmed in the Church of
England alone.  Many other young people would
have entered membership of the other
denominations, particularly Methodism.

The Diocese’s Electoral Roll now stands at
around 31,000, less than 3% of a population
which now exceeds 1 milli on.  Usual Sunday
attendance is significantly lower than this.
Confirmations have also plummeted, as young
people have voted with their feet even more than
their elders.  Only around 800 people a year are
confirmed in the Diocese now – fewer than one in
a thousand of the population.

So what did the churches of Devon do to bring
about this drastic change in their fortunes over
the last 100 years?  The answer is, nothing at all.
The changes have happened in society, not in the
church.  The end result is a church which has a
different ‘culture’ to society around – an ‘old
culture’ , a culture which belongs to the ‘old era’
that most people have now left behind.  This is
symbolised in the buildings many churches still
inhabit – visiting church is, for most people, like
going back in time.

So the demise in churchgoing isn’ t about good
churches in the past that people wanted to attend
becoming bad churches that nobody now wants
to come to!  But we are not without blame either.
It is true that during the 20th century it was
society that changed, not the church.  But that
has been part of the problem.  The church has not
kept up with important changes in society, and it

has gradually become less and less relevant to
people’s lives.  Like some married couples,
church and society have pursued rather different
interests and have gradually drifted apart.  They
now spend a lot of time pointing out each other’s
faults, and each thinks that the other one should
change – and become more like them!

Many people do not think that the church is
particularly bad.  They just think it is irrelevant
and unnecessary to their lives.  Even if they are
unhappy or perplexed in their lives, they don’t
think it will help much if they become an active
Christian or join a church.  One of the challenges
for the church today is to alter that perception.  If
that sounds like an impossible task, then we need
to remember that this is God’s church, not ours.
The church was his idea, not ours.  And he is not
finished with it yet.  Despite all our failures, he
has good purposes for his church in the future.’

What do you think of the words you have just
read?  Do you agree with them?  Do they make
you feel argumentative?  A bit of both?  You are
warmly invited to explore the subject more
deeply and in company with others as part of this
year’s Lent course for our eight parishes.  No
preparation is required – just come along.  Each
session will i nclude a video presentation on the
week’s theme, a short Bible study, and questions
for reflection.  Everyone is welcome to join the
discussion or just to listen, according to
preference.  The outline:

Week 1: The Hunger for God.  How
people still seek for the spiritual li fe

Week 2: The Caricature Christian.  Why
Christians are viewed so negatively today

Week 3: The Shift in Credibili ty.  How
what is ‘ reasonable’ to believe has changed

Week 4: The Eclipse of the Church.  Why
the church now seems so unnecessary

Week 5: Reconnecting with our
Communities.  Expressing Christian faith today

The course is available across the parishes at the
following times – wherever you live, you will be
welcome at any of the venues.  If you need
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directions or further details, please ring the
contacts listed.

Wednesdays   February 13, 20, 27 & March 5, 12

2.30 pm at The Garden House, Poltimore
(Vill age Hall in March).  Carole Hossell - 461279

7.45 pm at Brampford Speke Baptist Chapel.
Don Hanson – 851295 or Peter Webb – 277775

7.45 pm at Low Orchard, Ratsloe, Huxham.  Jane
& Chris Cook – 841484

Thursdays  February 14, 21, 28 & March 6, 13

7.30 pm at Autumn Haze, Rewe.  Sue & Guy
Sheppard – 841284

With best wishes,

Douglas Dettmer

Baptist Church News
In Luke Chapter 6 Jesus said” If you do good to
those who do good to you, what credit is that to
you? For even sinners do the same. If you lend to
those from whom you hope to receive, what
credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners,
to receive as much again. But love your enemies,
do good and lend, expecting nothing in return.
Your reward will be great, and you will be
children of the Most High; for he is kind to the
ungratefiul and the wicked.  Be merciful, just as
your Father is merciful.”

Did Jesus know how hard it is to love your
enemies?  Surely yes! So why did he ask the
impossible?  Because he was setting us the
highest challenge - to be like God. Has God done
to us what we have done to him? Absolutely not!
If that were God’s way he would have insulted,
rejected and then ignored us long ago.

Has God dealt with us in the way we might
expect?  Indeed no!  If God had given us the kind
of salvation we might devise, it would have
strings attached, conditions imposed,
expectations to fulfil. We would have given up.

Instead, God’s ways with us have entirely been
marked by grace. He has been utterly long-
suffering and more loving than anything in our
imaginations.

He has blessed us who have cursed him. He has
been kind to us who have forgotten him. He has
loved us who have hated him. He has made us his
children. ‘Would you like to be your heavenly
Father’s child in this world?’ Jesus asks. ‘Then
go and do the same’

Lead us from death to life; from falsehood to
truth.

Lead us from despair to hope; from fear to trust.
Lead us from hate to love; from war to peace.
Let peace fill our hearts, our world, our universe.
Amen.
A prayer placed on a ‘peace table’ in Durham Cathedral,

during the Gulf War.

B.M.S. N9ws

The newly formed Kosovan Protestant
Evangelical Church (KPEC) officially became a
government recognised religion in the province of
Kosova.

“The Uunited Nations approved a law on
religious freedom,” BMS long term worker
Justine Horsfall recounts, “and they decided-
without telli ng anyone-that the evangelical
Church would be included on its list of
recognised religions.... Here we’re just praising
God.”

After a three-month home assignment in the UK,
Justine returned to the capital, Prishtina, in July
to resume her position as an office co-ordinator
for the Association of International Missions, an
organisation that supports, networks and shares
information for the growing number of Christian
workers in Kosova. Nevertheless, hope remains
that the relief work undertaken by Christians
there is overturning suspicions by the day and
increasing the numbers of people desiring to learn
more about faith in Jesus.

A very warm welcome awaits anyone who would
like to join us at the Baptist Church, on any
Sunday morning at 11:00am.

Phylli s Langdon  Church Secretary.
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Baptist Church Letter

Blind Spots

 I have just finished reading a biography of
Willi am Wilberforce and his struggle over the
whole of his lifetime to free the slaves. 
Wilberforce was born into a rich and influential
family in Hull in 1759 but as a youngster lived
for some years with his aunt and uncle in
London.  There he met John Newton, who was a
frequent visitor to the household.  Newton had
been a tough, blaspheming slave trader but after a
remarkable conversion experience became a
minister and hymn writer.  His most famous
hymn, "Amazing Grace", has a particular
poignancy when you apply some of the words to
what he had been before:

Amazing grace, how sweet the sound,
That saved a wretch like me.
I once was lost, but now I'm found,
Was blind, but now I see.

 However, his contrition at first only stretched to
improving the lot of his slaves.  He had no
thought of giving up the slave trade, only clearing
up its worst abuses.  No thought of the whole
business as morally wrong seemed to have
occurred to him.  In fact, he could be found
conducting bible studies or prayer meetings on
board his ships while slaves languished below.

 As a young MP, Wilberforce determined to
devote his energies to combating the slave trade. 
Statistics are very sobering - this transatlantic
trade lasted nearly 400 years; over 30 milli on
Africans were forcibly removed from their homes
and transported to the Americas; British cities
such as Bristol, London, Liverpool and Glasgow
flourished on the back of the slave trade. 

 Year after year, Wilberforce introduced bill s and
made impassioned speeches in Parliament in
favour of abolition.  But it was not until February
1807 that trading in slaves was finally made

ill egal.  Even this did not mean the abolition of
the institution of slavery.  For this a further
shameful wait of some 26 years was necessary. 

 Slavery was part and parcel of society at the time
of Jesus and the beginnings of the Christian
Church.  It was just there and accepted as
normative.  St Paul writes to Philemon, a
Christian slave owner, about Onesimus, a
runaway slave who has become a Christian under
the apostle's influence.  He tells the master that
he should accept the slave as a brother in Christ
but he never for one moment suggests that he
should free him or that the institution of slavery
was morally repugnant to Christians.  Why did it
take so long for the moral implications of
Christianity to be worked out?

 When overtaking on a motorway there is always
a danger that there might be some one behind
you in the next lane that you just had not
noticed.  They were in your blind spot. 
Christians have blind spots.   Slavery was one of
them. Pious businessmen, always to be found in
church on Sundays, kept slaves.  Apartheid was
another.  It was practised in one of the most
Christianised countries in the world.  But it was
wrong.  It has now gone the same way as
slavery.  We are all children of our age.  We think
we are capable of standing out against the
prevaili ng spirit of the age but we are more
influenced than we know by the surrounding
culture.  If we want to be more independent we
have to become more biblical Christians.

 It is easy to judge those slave-trading Christians
for sins you would never be remotely tempted to
fall into, to see that speck in their eye while being
completely oblivious to that great plank taking up
all the space in your own.  What are our own
blind spots?  Wilberforce declared:" "Let reform
begin in my nation and let it begin in me."

Maurice Harr ison, Minister

Post Office News
OPENING HOURS
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Mon−−−−Fri 9.00−−−−1.00 pm
 (including Weds) 2.00−−−−5.30 pm

 Saturday 9.00−−−−12.00 noon

Use it or lose it!

Thank you so much for all your New Year greetings.
It’s very encouraging to feel so valued.

After Christmas the focus is not so much on sending
letters and parcels, so here’s some news about some
other Post Off ice products you may like to investigate.
* Full details in the Post Off ice® brochures in
Thorverton Post Off ice in the quarry car park.

Product of the month

New issue FIVE-YEAR SAVER

• Guaranteed fixed rate paid at the end of five
years on half of the deposit. *

• Other half of the deposit receives interest linked
to FTSE 100 Index performance. *

New product
PET INSURANCE

• Covers pets of any age. *

• Compensation up to £1000 if the pet dies. *

• No time limit per treatment for each condition.
*

Did you know?
• Cyprus and Malta have both adopted the Euro,

so if you’re planning to travel there, please get
your currency over the counter from us −
there’s no need to order Euros!

• The only way your important or valuable letter
is guaranteed to arrive the following day is by
Special Delivery.

Alli son Toogood

            Subpostmistress

Thorverton School news

Christmas seems a long time ago but this is the
first opportunity to thank all those who worked
so hard to make it a special time for the children.
The children really enjoyed the Christmas Disco
organised by the PTFA and also visiting Father

Christmas when he popped into the PTFA
Christmas Fayre. Our Christmas Dinner was
delicious and we were pleased that so many
governors were able to share it with us. The
Christmas Carol Service was very well supported
and we raised a total of £113.57 to help us in our
continued sponsorship of Fadla in Niger. Finally
our visit to the pantomime to see Cinderella made
us all feel that Christmas was nearly upon us.

This term we welcome Naomi Gill , Bobby Heard,
Edward Overton, Leah Carbines, Stella Schaap,
Luke Vukusic and Tiffany Pugh into our
Foundation Stage. Mrs Stella Barron and Mrs
Mandy Gubb have also joined us this term as
mealtime assistants and we welcome back to
work Mrs Hartnell-Todd and Mrs Prouse.

Our Tag Rugby team have started the year on a
positive note by qualifying for the quarter finals
of the Culm Valley Tag Rugby competition. They
beat Stoke Canon 12-7 and Silverton 12-11 in the
first round. The space on top of the piano for
silverware is becoming a little crowded but we
are not complaining!

If you would like to join our community
assemblies this term they will be on:

Friday 25 January at 3.10 pm
Friday 29 February at 3.10 pm
Friday 4 April at 3.10 pm

Denise Woodgate
Acting Headteacher

Sunday Newspapers
As many of you know, there is a wide range of
newspapers available at the Thorverton Post
Office Portakabin every Sunday. We may not be
able to oblige those of you who like to read your
papers at 7.30 am, but if you pay in advance,
collection after 9.00 can be very flexible – just
ask our staff for details.
We are open for actual sales from 9.00 – 10.30
am.
REMEMBER, buying here also helps to support
our Post Office.
In order that you can purchase papers here on
Sundays, a willi ng band of volunteers unpacks
and stuffs the papers before we open. WOULD
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YOU BE ABLE TO SPARE AN HOUR OR SO
OF YOUR TIME TO HELP WITH THIS? We
need someone to cover the fifth Sunday of the
month (when there is one!) and to be available in
case of ill ness or holidays.
It is something that may be more agreeable done
in pairs so maybe a friend would like to join you
to ease the load and together you can make your
contribution to maintaining this vill age amenity
and also supporting our Post Office services.
Please ask staff at the Portakabin, Jill Blewett our
business manager or ‘phone me  860419

Heather  Kershaw
        TCT Ltd Secretary and Treasurer

Ladies Group
The Ladies Group enjoyed a wonderful
Christmas meal at the “Ring of Bells” in Cheriton
Fitzpaine in January; many thanks to Beryl for
organising the meal and the drivers.  The next
meeting will be at “Sherwood” Milford Lane at
the kind invitation of Sue Vooght, on Thursday
21st February, at the usual time.

Thorverton Parish & Community
Plan
The various working groups for the plan have
now got going, and all seem to be making good
progress in terms of taking the bits of input
already made concerning what needs to be found
out, and thinking about what else might be
necessary.  There was a chance to share progress
at a steering group meeting which was held on
January 15th.  We were also very happy at that
meeting to welcome Rosanne Benn, who has
agreed to lead a separate working group to
manage the development and analysis of a
questionnaire.
As the working groups move towards formalising
the questions they are going to ask, we are also
preparing for putting the written plan together.
Once the questionnaire is issued, collected and
analysed, the working groups will write
individual reports which will then need to be
collated and shaped into a single document.  We
will at that stage (probably by late May or June)
need someone who is skilled at “editing”, and
also someone who has the sort of design and
layout skill s that  would make our final plan

report impactful and interesting.  Is there anyone
willi ng to put themselves forward to help in these
tasks?
A question was raised concerning the naming of
the plan, and after much discussion it was agreed
to broaden the formal name to “Thorverton
Parish and Community Plan” , to reflect that while
it is to be a plan for this specific Parish,
involvement in its development should be
inclusive of all the people who actively use Parish
facili ties (such as the school and halls) and who
therefore have an interest in how this vibrant
vill age community can be sustained into the
future.

Ward Crawford
-

Womens' Institute

We all met at the Ruffwell on January 3rd for our
Christmas dinner. We had a pleasant evening and
a lovely meal. We extend our thanks to the
Ruffwell for making it a memorable evening.

DID YOU KNOW?

The W.I was started in Stoney Creek, Ontario,
Canada in 1897 by a lady called Adelaide
Hoodless.  Her fourth child died from what she
believed, was her own ignorance of hygiene and
childcare, and so she started classes for the local
women on domestic science.
From these beginnings the W.I has evolved.
The first W.I in the United Kingdom met in 1915
at Llanfair, Isle of Anglesey, North Wales. Its
aims were to revitalise rural communities and to
encourage women to become more involved in
producing food during the First World War.
Since then the aims have been broadened and it is
the largest women's organisation in the United
Kingdom.
The W.I celebrates its 93rd birthday this year and
currently has 211,000 members in 6,800 W.Is.
The W.I has a unique role in providing women
with educational opportunities, the chance to
build new skill s, to take place in a wide variety of
activities and to campaign on issues that matter
to them and their communities.
The W.I organisation is based on the ideals of
fellowship, truth, tolerance and justice.
No special skill s are needed to belong to the W.I

Sylv Gregory
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I don’t believe it!
Once upon a time you could go into a shop, be
greeted by a real person, tell the shop assistant
what you wanted, be shown a selection of
predominantly British made goods meeting your
criteria, make your selection, pay with real money
and leave with the goods neatly parcelled in
biodegradable brown paper and string.
Having looked unsuccessfully in several shops for
a short warm coat, preferably Made-in-Britain, I
was asked in one shop by a spotty faced young
man with unwashed hair if he could help me.
Struggling to converse above the 200 watts
(r.m.s.) of foreground noise I asked if they had
any clothing in stock not made in China.
“I’m sorry sir, I can’ t help you” I think was his
reply.
It seems the British clothing industry has gone for
a burton.

The next memorable retail experience involved
purchasing an i-tune voucher for a thoroughly
modern great niece.
We entered this Aladdin’s cave of 21st century
technology and found what we were looking for.
Offering the pleasant young man our £25 in cash,
he appeared somewhat aghast and explained they
didn’ t have a till i n the shop and we would need
to accompany him to the first floor office where
he could accept money.
We then decided it would be easier to pay by
Credit Card.
Ours was the first transaction of the day on his
hand held wireless terminal and it took a while
and a preliminary voided transaction (using our
card) to wake the system from its slumber.
Next he requested our e-mail address. Why? we
said in unison.  Because we don’t give paper
receipts, came the reply.
Having already wasted ten minutes we
acquiesced and duly provided our e-mail address
and postcode.
He was also keen to give us his card, which was
just a bit too large to fit alongside our regiment
of membership, loyalty, debit and credit cards,

entitling us to a free consultation (in stress
management!).
On arrival home we checked our e-mail – and
yes, after downloading the latest version of
Adobe, the receipt was there!
And I thought modern technology was supposed
to make life simpler!

Whilst reading the reports in last month’s Focus
concerning the Thorverton Community Plan and
the future Post Office/Vill age Shop I was
surprised that none of the contact e-mail
addresses given were for services provided by the
Post Office.
On looking through the Post Office HomePhone
and Broadband leaflet I spotted the final irony –
SAVE £1 PER MONTH IF YOU PAY BY
DIRECT DEBIT.

Commentator

Poetry
The Barren Tree

I viewed with joy the barren tree
That winter’s hand had dressed,
Though quite bereft of fruit or leaf,
Yet it was richly blessed.
At every twiglet’s tip there danced
A raindrop, glittering bright,
Which caught and held the sun’s pale beams
And lit with jewelled light
The stark and barren winter’s tree,
It was a lovely sight to see.
I had viewed with joy this self same tree
Thick creamed with flower in May,
Its beauty haunted the mind’s eye
Re-kindling thoughts this day;
Could raindrops vie with springtime blooms?
Or clothe a tree so fair?
Could I deny that this was so,
For loveliness was there,
Upon that stark and barren tree
God’s handiwork was plain to see.

Doreen Beer

.
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Thorverton Rural Services
Association update

Well what an adventure! John F Kennedy was
right when he said, “Ask not what your country
can do for you, but what you can you do for your
country” .  Change country to vill age and that’s
where I was when I was asked if I would take on
the Thorverton Rural Services Association
Chairman’s role in July 2006, I said ‘ thank you’
was voted in and knuckled down. I had opinions
about what should be and I was keen to make a
contribution, Thorverton vill age is the place it is
because of the eclectic nature of the people in it
and I’m privileged to live here. If you want a new
carbon neutral eco building in the quarry to house
the shop and post office, a café and
accommodation, all of which the Parish Council
gave us permission to pursue, it’s going to take
time. Democracy is a delicate plant and it takes
time to flower, I believe in it’s beauty but
polli nating it with my horticultural skill s has been
difficult; all big projects have to be broken down
into bite size chunks to make them work and
TRSA had to follow a process. I am happy now
to stand aside because the first planning
application has been lodged, the first proper
brick in the wall has been put in place and
hopefully the post office’s future is more assured,
the dream is coming closer. What’s actually
needed to bring something of this magnitude to
fruition is someone to run the operation, be
recompensed in part for doing it and be
responsible to an executive board.  Unfortunately
that, for good or ill , is not the way community
projects happen.  And politics in the vill age is a
bit like coming to terms with the mating habits of
bees, I am happy to say that whilst I have on
occasions been stung, it’s been frustratingly
enjoyable and I stand aside from it all having
fallen out with no one, so the next time you see
me in the pub I’ ll have a beer please.  Talking of
beer I have to thank one person who has made
the whole process enjoyable – John Mann in the
Exeter pub allowed us to hold our committee
meetings in his small anteroom and for that I am
truly grateful.  To the next carriers of the TRSA
banner, I wish you nothing but good fortune.
What you don’t need when you carry the project
forward to its next stage is an irascible hairy old
geezer telli ng you how he did it last year. New

blood and new enthusiasm for the project is
what’s needed, but my numbers in the book if I
can help in any way.  Most sincerely I say ‘ thank
you’ to the members of TRSA for the honour of
having been your Chairman.

 Graeme Matthews – former Chairman of TRSA.

Working towards a permanent shop for

Thorverton

Outline Planning Application Submitted

by TRSA

By the time you read this the annual general
meeting of Thorverton Rural Services
Association will have taken place, and a new
committee elected. A big thank-you is in order to
those who have supported us so far.

On December 12th the Parish Council agreed that
TRSA could submit an outline planning
application for community-owned shop premises
in the quarry. We had a meeting for our members
to meet the architect on December 17th, also open
to members of TCT Ltd (which works to support
the continuation of a post office in Thorverton).
He worked extremely hard on our feedback to
produce an exciting scheme and was able to
submit the application early in January, as many
of you know. Since some people are bewildered
by this, it is important that we take the
opportunity to explain things now.

First, what an outline application is. The purpose
is to establish in principal that a shop can be built
on the quarry site within the position shown, with
garages at the back of the site and parking to the
left. The size of the building shown in the outline
plans has to be no smaller than the largest
building we might conceivably want to build, but
the design may actually turn out to be quite
different and the size much smaller. So, if you
don’t like the style or layout, then that can be
radically altered when we make a full application.
And yes, we will li sten to what you say. If you’d
like to look at the plans, they can be viewed
online at
http://planingmiddevon.gov.uk/publicaccess. The
reference is 08/00041/OUT. We will also put
them on display in the car park.
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Second, why in a rush? We wanted to make our
application quickly in outline because of the fast-
approaching review of the post offices in our
area. It seems that the nature and limitations of
the Portakabin building will not be helpful, and
we need to be able to show Post Office Ltd that
there are definite plans for improving and
growing the Post Office business still further.

We would have wished to have had much more
consultation on the design than we have had time
for, but we will of course do this in developing
the final design. If you have ideas of your own,
then please share them with us. There will be
suggestions boxes in the Post Office and Not the
vill age shop.

Above all we wanted to talk in detail to the
garage owners about the possible re-siting of the
garages. Because of the Data Protection Act, it
needs to be the Parish Council who sends
communications from us to them via the Clerk,
and this is now underway.

We don’t pretend that the design submitted is
ideal – it needs work and many changes before
we make a full application later this year. Please
help us to make that application as good as we
can get it so that the quarry becomes a pleasant
place for all around who meet, work, shop and
park there.

Thorverton Rural Services Association

Golf Society Players of
Thorverton

Since the last Focus we have had three GSPOT
competitions, the results being;

Boxing Day  26th December

This was run as an individual Stableford
competition.

We had an excellent turn out of 14 players, and
welcomed Dennis Murphy and David Ashworth
who have joined up.

The Joint Winners were Phil Oram and Sheila
Ball

The “Donna - y” I did that trophy was awarded
to Ken Galvin for giving First Aid to an oriental
golfer who had was hit on the head by a shot
from his wife ! Unfortunately they didn’ t speak
English so couldn’ t thank him.

Sheila Ball also had a two on the 7th hole and
picked up the pot that had accumulated to £40,
so she had a little left after buying a round.

Dennis Murphy on his first outing picked up the
“brick on a stick” prize, and John Mann had the
shortest drive on the 5th Tee.

New Year ’s Day 1st January

Despite the fact that some of our members had
not stopped drinking until 5.30am. We again had
a good turn out of 14 players.

We ran a competition where every player could
only take a maximum of 3 clubs onto the course.

Joint Winners  Geoff Bulley and Fred Philli ps

The “Donna - y” I did that trophy was very
sought after with several good nominations, but
in the end was awarded to Rob Flatt for on the
3rd hole being very lucky that his ball stopped a
few inches short of the pond in front of the green.
Yes he did manage to put it in with the next shot,
and we laughed! (There was another mentioned
in the pub, but not suitable for the Focus).

Dennis Murphy is turning out to be a very
consistent golfer by again winning the “brick on
the stick” and Russell Ball won the “old tart” for
the shortest drive.

Roger Flitney had a two on the 2nd hole which
meant that he had to subsidise the purchase of the
customary round.

Friday 18th January (postponed from the 11th

due to the rain)
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As the weather was inclement again, with gale
force winds, it was decided to play a team
Stableford competition.
The winning team was David Harlow, John Mann
and Dave Morgan.

The “Donna - y” I did that trophy was again very
sought after with plenty of good nominations, but
in the end was awarded to Phil Beasley. On the
6th tee he duffed his tee shot into the rough, hit
the next shot with his rescue club, looking down
the fairway, until i t was pointed out that it was
still i n  the rough and had only moved about 2
yards. He then decided to take a lofted iron to
make sure it came out, and after a big swish, and
mutterings decided to pick up his ball as it  only
went about 2 feet forward. This meant that he
had taken 3 shots and had not yet reached the
ladies tee!!

The shortest drive was again on the 6th hole by
John Mann, who was on the fairway but still took
2 shots to reach the ladies tee, so quite aptly won
“the old tart” again.

David Harlow had a two on the 7th hole which
was worth the pot of £39, most of which found
its way into the till at the Exeter Inn.

The dates for February are;

Friday 8th and Sunday 24th.

Anybody interested in joining us will be more
than welcome, just turn up at the Exeter Inn at
1.00pm lunch time on Friday, or 10 30 am. on
Sunday.

By the time this edition of Focus is published we
will have had our AGM and will have appointed
somebody else to run GSPOT. As this is
therefore the last report I will write, I would just
like to take this opportunity to thank everybody
for their help and support, and look forward to
the continued success of one of the best golf
societies I have had the pleasure to play in.

David Harlow

TARTS news

Thorverton Amblers Ramblers and Trampers

Saturday  19th January

Nine TARTS and two dogs braved the worst of
the weather out on Exmoor. The walk started in
the pretty vill age of Winsford where the weather
didn’ t seem too bad, soon we were out onto Bye
Common and exposed to some pretty wet and
windy conditions. The views were quite good
given the conditions and we had the added treat
of seeing some deer, who no doubt were as
surprised to see us as we were delighted to see
them! We found a sheltered spot for lunch and
then returned alongside the river Exe, which
shared the footpath with us on a couple of

occasions. We finished the walk with a welcome
drink at the pub in Winsford.
The walk will be repeated in summer so keep an
eye out in the Focus for date and time.

Forthcoming dates:

Saturday 2nd February 2008: Long walk led by
Ray. This will be a local walk around Stoke
Woods, meet outside The Bell at 09.30
Saturday 16th February 2008: Short walk led by
Simon and Mary. Meet outside the Bell at 09.30.
Location to be decided.

Saturday 1st March 2008: Long walk led by Pat
and Ian. Meet outside the Bell at 09.30.
Saturday 15th March: Shorter walk around
Hartland Quay led by Alan. Meet at The Bell at
09.30.
Saturday 5th April: Walk led by Heather and
Royston, location to be decided, meet at the Bell
at 09.30
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Saturday 19th April: Longish walk led by Graeme,
meet at the Bell at 0930
Saturday 3rd March: A real treat led by Jim, a
tour of the deer farm at Cadbury  followed by a
walk up to the castle. Time to be decided but
keep an eye on Focus and the Old Post Office
window for details.

T.A.R.T.S. weekday walks:

• local short walks (3 – 4 miles)
• regular exercise in pleasant company
• dogs welcome
• meet promptly opposite The Bell

Inn Thorverton
• 

      Feb :    Thu  7th     10.00
                  Tue  19th    1.00
      Mar :    Wed 5th      1.00
                  Thu 20th    10.00
      Apr :    Tue  1st    10.00

Please join us soon. We walk sometimes two
miles, sometimes three or four, usually fairly
locally.
If you'd like to lead us on your favourite walk
then please contact Heather 860419 (or Jean or
Caroline).

Caroline Prince

Greetings to all 
� � � � �

customers

‘Not’ looking forward to pancakes...? It’s
Shrove Tuesday on February 5th, so this month
we’d like to tempt you with pancakes. All
highlighted ingredients are available from NOT
THE VILLAGE SHOP.

Pancakes – see recipe on following page -
perhaps sweet with …

• lemon wedges and muscovado sugar

• chocolate and hazelnut spread

• toffee sauce (just melt toffee with a little
milk) and banana

Perhaps with a creamy savoury filli ng of …

• chicken with almonds and apricots

• leeks, grated parsnips and nutmeg

• mushrooms with walnuts

Recipes (Imperial measures, if any, this time!)

Basic savoury filli ng

This is a good way of using up cooked chicken or
pork, or use vegetables suggested above.

Gently fry some finely-chopped onion in butter or
olive oil . Season with salt, pepper, gar lic, spices …
Add any other vegetables, also finely chopped or
sliced. Stir the mixture occasionally and cook until the
vegetables are soft.  Add any cooked meat at this
stage, and/or nuts, dr ied fruit, herbs, a splash of
white wine/
elderflower cordial … When the mixture has heated
right through, stir in a li ttle cream or thick natural
yogurt.

Make pancakes*. Spread each one with some filli ng,
roll i t up and place it in a greased ovenproof dish.
Make enough savoury white sauce to cover the
pancakes. Sprinkle the top with grated cheese −
Parmesan is good with chicken or mushrooms. Place
the dish in a hot oven or under the grill to brown and
melt the cheese.

Stephen Toogood� � � � � 	 
 � � �  � 	 � � � �� � 	 � � � � � � � � �� � �
−−−−� � � � � � � −−−− � � � � � �� � � � −−−− � � � � �! " # $ � % " & � � � � −−−− � ' � � �
FEBRUARY FOLLY

Spend at least £10 on a
basket of goods any time

between
9th and 16th February

(inclusive)
to receive free shampoo or
shower gel. (while stocks

last)
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A taste of Thorverton

Basic pancakes

4 oz plain flour 2 eggs
pinch of salt up to ½ pint of milk
Sieve the flour and salt into a bowl. Make a
‘well’ in the middle and break the eggs into it.
Beat the eggs and take in all the flour gradually.
Beat in the milk a little at a time. Leave the batter
to stand for ½ hour in the fridge. Grease the
frying pan for each pancake.  Make sure it is
really hot each time.

Stephen Toogood

Malt Loaf
Or

Is it bread? Is it cake?

3 cups self-raising flour,
pinch of salt,
3 tbsp Ovaltine,
1cup dried fruit, half pint milk.

Preheat oven to Gas mark 3
Mix everything together in a large bowl and pour
into a greased and lined 2lb loaf tin. Cook for
approx 1& a quarter hrs but check regularly.
Serve sliced with butter & enjoy!.

Sylv Gregory

Lovely leftovers – better the second time
round.

Are you surprised to know that a third of all the
food we buy in this country is thrown away?
What a waste! Our grandmothers used to make
bread pudding and bread crumbs from dry bread;
shepherd’s pie from the leftovers from the
Sunday joint; jams and chutneys from surplus
fruit and vegetables and soups and stews from
just about anything.  Then it was called ‘being
thrifty’ , now we have to re-learn how to use the
Earth’s resources wisely and we call i t ‘being
green’.

Have you got a favourite recipe or tip using
leftovers? It could have been handed down
through the family or something delicious you
invented in a moment of inspiration – or

desperation! I am collecting recipes from local
people to publish under the working title ‘ Lovely
Leftovers – better the second time round.’  All
proceeds will be shared between FORCE, the
Exeter cancer care charity, and the Alzheimer’s
Society. Please will you help by sending your
favourite leftover recipes to me at� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 	 � 
 � � 	 � 

 or post to Robins
Cottage, Upton Pyne, Devon EX5 5HZ or drop
by to Robins Cottage any time. Tel: 01392
841691.
I hope to publish the best recipe each month. To
set the ball rolli ng, here’s a WI recipe for Turkey
Noodle Soup (www.lovefoodhatewaste.com) for
using up cooked turkey, chicken or ham.

Ingredients:

• 1 onion, chopped finely
• 1.1 litres turkey stock
• 50g vermicelli noodles, or other pasta
• 225g cooked turkey, cooked chicken or

cooked ham, chopped finely
• spring onions and coriander to garnish
• salt and pepper

Instructions:
1. In a large pan, cook the onion in a little of

the stock until tender, about 5 minutes.
2. Add the remaining stock and the noodles.

Cook following the instructions on the
noodle packet.

3. Add the chopped turkey or chicken
and/or ham and heat through.

4. Adjust the seasoning and serve garnished
with chopped spring onion and chopped
fresh coriander leaves.

Linda Findlay�
Twenty Five Years Ago

Focus February 1983

The Light of the World

A thought for Candlemas-February 2

Of the claims our Saviour made, one of the most
familiar must surely be “I Am The Light Of The
World” .

This was the thought which inspired Holman
Hunt to paint his well known picture of Jesus in
that role, the original of which can be seen by
those who visit the Chapel of Keble College,
Oxford. (The version at St.Paul’s Cathedral is a
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replica painted in 1900 with the help of an
assistant, and the original sketch is in the
Manchester Art Gallery). No doubt, Our Lord
when He gave Himself this Title had in mind the
day when He was Presented in the Temple, and
the aged Simeon hailed this child Jesus, and
recognised in Him the fulfilment of the prophecy
that He would be the ‘Light to lighten the
Gentiles’ .

It is not therefore surprising that in due course a
special day should have been set aside within the
Calendar of the Church’s Year when the Candles
alight on the Altars of our Parish Churches
remind us of Christ as the “Light” to guide us so
that we do ‘not walk in darkness, but have the
Light of Life’ . Anon.

One of the intriguing mysteries of nature is a
flock of Wild Geese flying in a V- shaped
formation. When a group of aerodynamic
engineers studied this phenomenon, they made an
interesting discovery.

As the geese fly in the V-formation, the flapping
of the wings of each bird gives an uplift to the
one before and behind him, and he in turn
receives an uplift from them. This lift creates
approximately 70% more forward thrust, so that
as a group the geese can fly further than they can
individually. If one goose slips out of formation
and tries to fly on his own, he gives and receives
nothing.

In these troubled days God is trying to pull us
together and show us that as we move with one
another, we can go further and accomplish more
than we can by travelli ng alone. He is telli ng us
that if we will walk side by side, love each other
and feel for one another, we will be stronger and
have a much more powerful thrust in our lives,
both as a Church and as individuals.

Author Unknown.

Thorverton’s Winning Herdsmen

Congratulations to Gerald Stevens on winning
the Reid Chalmers Challenge Cup for judging
dairy cows, which was presented at the East
Devon Herdsmen’s club annual dinner and dance
held in Exeter University on December 10th 1982.
Congratulations also to John Redler on coming
joint first with Robert Beard of Cullompton on
winning the trophy for judging beef cattle.
Gerald, ably assisted by Mary, Dianne and Jo

Milford, also won the treasure hunt cup which is
a club event held annually.

Dianne Stevens.

Focus on Geoff Pointing

Early Years

Although settled in Thorverton for many years,
Geoff s family in fact hailed from Lancashire
where Geoff was born in the small town of
Darwen in 1921. His father Willi am seemed to
have been to some extent prone to wanderlust, as
he emigrated to New Zealand in 1926. He then
moved onto Australia with his young family and
settled in Fairfield, Melbourne. After about two
years, the decision was taken to return to
England and in 1934 Geoff’s father took over as
landlord of the Dolphin, now the Thorverton
Arms. This was a very significant move for Geoff
for although the Pointing family moved on to
Exeter after a few years, and indeed then to
Exmouth, Newton Abbot and finally to Reading,
Geoff s continued connection with the vill age
was assured because he had in fact already met
his future wife Edna Newcombe of Newcombe’s
Bakery in Jericho Street. They wed in April 1946
and were happily married for fifty-four years.

The Pointing family in Australia c1927



Focus on Thorverton 28 Vol. 39  No. 2 – February 2008

While living with his parents in Exmouth, and
having left school, Geoff joined the Navy in 1936
at the age of 15. He was sent to HMS Ganges, a
shore establishment (or “stone frigate”), for
training in either communications or seamanship
before being allowed to serve on a ship. Geoff
chose seamanship and in fact passed out first in
both this and in gunnery, winning a cake stand for
his mother and a watch for his father!
Seamanship skill s required one to pass a
swimming test and an “over-the-mast” test, the
latter involving climbing the 140 foot main mast
of a saili ng ship which had been erected in the
college grounds. Geoff cheerfully explained that
for recreation on a Sunday afternoon the boys
would often climb up the mast and sit or stand on
the horizontals. During inspections, a “button
boy” would stand on the small platform at the
very top - there appears to have been no safety-
net!

After completing his training, Geoff chose to
serve at Devonport dockyard, his first battleship
being the Revenge. Unusually, Geoff was soon
transferred to another ship, the 32,000 ton battle
cruiser Repulse, which was to take the King and
Queen to Canada. But with war looming, this trip
was called off (despite the fact that the officers’
quarters had already been refurbished with the
intention of accommodating the royal party!) and
the Repulse instead headed to Scapa Flow with
the rest of the home fleet to prepare for war.
Geoff thus spent the early part of the war in the
north Atlantic, escorting convoys from Halifax,
Nova Scotia to Britain. However, after the
sinking of the Hood by the German battleship
Bismarek, Geoff’s ship was diverted from this
task to join in the pursuit of the Bismarck, but
eventually had to drop out of the chase due to
shortage of fuel.

H.M.S. Repulse.  Sunk 10 December 1941

At H.M.S. Ganges

The Far East

Geoff was now to experience another arena of
war as a result of Churchill ’s decision to send the
Repulse, the battleship the Prince of Wales and
two destroyers to the Far East where the
Japanese were threatening to invade Malaya. The
convoy arrived just as Singapore was being
bombed and was sent north to intercept Japanese
shipping. On the way back to Singapore they
were spotted by Japanese aircraft and on the 10
December 1941 (just three days after the attack
on the American fleet at Pearl Harbour) came
under attack. The Repulse sustained a direct hit
amidships and was then struck by five torpedoes,
dropped by torpedo planes - three on the port
side and two on the starboard. Geoff was
fortunate in having been on the upper deck,
dealing with the ammunition supply to the anti-
aircraft guns when the attack commenced. With
the ship listing heavily to port, the order came to
abandon ship and Geoff, stripped down to his
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shorts and aided by a ring lifebelt, jumped off the
starboard side. He then, as he stated when
interviewed for the Darwen Times on his return
home, “got as much water between me and the
ship as possible”. Geoff was in the water for
about an hour and a half before being picked up
by a lifeboat from one of the destroyers and was
taken aboard the “Electra”.  Some 500 lives out
of a crew of 1400 were lost when the Repulse
went down, with further loss of life from the
sinking of the Prince of Wales.

Geoff was taken back to Singapore where he was
given a variety of different jobs to do and found
himself sleeping in the local barracks until that
too was hit by enemy bombs.  On Friday, 13
February 1942, two days before the fall of
Singapore, and with the city in flames, Geoff
considers himself fortunate to have been one of
sixty naval personnel ordered to board a Chinese
river boat, the Kung Wo, and make for Sumatra.
Having left port at midnight, at eight o’clock the
following morning the boat was spotted by
enemy aircraft and dive-bombed. The Kung Wo
took a while longer to sink than the Repulse,
allowing some supplies to be saved, but sink it
did.  As Geoff explained later to the Darwen
News, “On their third attack they got us and we
had to get the boats out.  Most of them were
riddled with shrapnel holes, but we managed to
get four afloat and most of us reached a nearby
island” .

This island was uninhabited and covered in dense
jungle.  After a day or so, a small boat
approached the island and this was
commandeered.  Because this boat was too small
to take them all, the men were divided into two
groups, one of which stayed on the island and the
other, which included Geoff, boarded the boat.
The local man who owned the boat then took
them to Sumatra whereupon the Lieutenant
Commander and a volunteer crew attempted to
return to the island by fast motor launch to try to
bring the other men off.  Geoff does not to this
day know what happened to them, as they were
not heard from again, but assumes they were
taken prisoner by the Japanese. Meanwhile,
Geoff’s group continued their journey upriver,
finally disembarking at a Dutch rubber plantation
where they were loaned tonics and drivers and

made their way to Padang, on the east coast of
Sumatra.  Somehow their officer managed to
send a signal to Batavia (now Jakarta, Indonesia)
and the destroyer Encounter (which had
accompanied the Repulse when it was sunk)
picked them up and took them to Batavia.  Geoff
was then put on board a merchant ship bound for
Bombay (present day Mumbai).

Geoff and his shipmates were fortunate in that a
Captain Denby, who had served on the Repulse
and was also in Bombay, heard of the men’s
situation and obtained permission for them to be
sent home. They then boarded the P. and O. liner
Narcander and eventually arrived in Liverpool,
having encountered what Geoff calls “a few
scares along the way” .  Geoff then enjoyed a
period of “survivors’ leave” during which he was
interviewed by the Darwen News, previously
referred to.

Further Travels

Geoff’s war was not yet over and in 1943 he was
drafted to a destroyer that was still under
construction at the Harland and Wolff shipyard in
Birkenhead.  Geoff and his shipmates visited the
yard and rather hopefully concluded that the war
was likely to be over before the ship was built!
The ship was however completed in double quick
time and Geoff soon found himself back at Scapa
Flow, testing out the new ship in a series of sea
trials. The trials completed, Geoff was engaged in
fleet escorting and travelled to Freetown, Cape
Town and Durban where he left the destroyer on
being promoted.  He took a torpedo school
course while in Durban, and then went by cruiser
to Colombo, Ceylon (now Sri Lanka) before
taking passage on another ship back to Bombay.
From here he joined a partly converted merchant
ship, the mother ship to three motor launches,
and joined the fighting in Burma, travelli ng to
Calcutta, Chittagong and Ramree, operations
there being disrupted by the monsoon season
during which the ship returned to Calcutta.
Geoff eventually left this ship in Calcutta and
with his shipmates travelled all the way to
Colombo by train in a cattle truck! From here
Geoff was drafted to the merchant ship
Manchester City which brought him home,
arriving at Liverpool unfortunately just after the
VE Day celebrations had ended.
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Geoff continued to serve in the navy after the
war, on the battleship Vanguard and the air-craft
carrier Eagle. He was stationed at Cookshaven,
Germany, for about two years, and was part of
the force supposed to oppose the Soviets during
the Cold War period.  He was then drafted to
HMS Crane and was once again sent to the Far
East, operating off Korea during the Korean
War.  After two and a half years, Geoff took
passage home on an aircraft carrier, and
eventually retired from the navy in 1961.

Local people will no doubt be aware that Geoff
and Edna had three children, two of whom,
David and Marilyn live locally, whereas Steven
has spent much of his career as a Defra vet
working abroad in locations such as Vanuatu in
the south western Pacific and the Falkland
Islands.

Thank you, Geoff

Jane Lane

Nature Notes
The deciduous trees and hedgerows are stripped
bare to reveal nests that were hidden from view in
the summer. One such little nest in our garden was
constructed on a thick arching bramble. I can see
it is made with a lot of sheep wool; who made it
I’ ll never know for sure.

Every day all through the summer I passed one
stinging nettle plant in the garden and thought ‘ I
must pull i t up’ . This month I have been rewarded
for not doing so because two male bullfinches
have been eating its seeds.

What a noisy month it has been with the foxes
calli ng and the owls hooting. The dog fox seemed
to bark night after night until on 10th January we
heard the vixen scream and what a racket! Mating
surely followed, with the patter of tiny paws due
in March. I have been informed there has also
been a lot of foxerwauling near Cleaves
Close/Lynch Close and around Silver Street. Back
in the early eighties I spent a lot of time staying in
Bristol while attending training courses. One night
I heard screaming and thought someone was being
murdered.  It took me a while to work out it was
an urban fox! On 5 January in the bleakness of
Dartmoor, the Thorverton Amblers Ramblers &
TramperS were rewarded with the sighting of a
fox.

The male tawny owls have been hooting morning
and evening. At 10.45pm on 3 January one was
hooting outside the house. As I peered through
the semi darkness at the electricity cable pole
thinking it was on top; the owl flew out of the
adjacent will ow tree. The same night as the vixen
responded to tod fox so female tawny called to

mate tawny. He goes hoo hoo and she goes hoo
eet.

The first celandines have been flowering for
several weeks now but it is the number of
primroses flowering that surely confirms how mild
the winter has been so far this season. Not just the
odd one here and there but clusters of pale yellow
flowers showing through grassy banks. For
example, on the way to Tiverton you can see them
near the Silverton and Chitterley junctions, and at
the bottom of Upton Pyne hill .

On 6 January Nick Endicott and family were out
for a cycle, and from Rixaford towards Shute
cross, one or two fields on from the tumulus, they
saw a flock of some 100 lapwing mixed with other
birds. Nick also tells me his workmate’s parents
have had frogspawn from early January in their
garden pond at Newton Abbot.

In the November Focus I mentioned a caterpill ar
that fell out of June Lee’s hair after blackberry
picking. June looked it up in a book and I can
now tell you it was a Pale Tussock moth
caterpill ar.

Recently Dave Batty accidentally scooped up a
grass snake while he was tidying up his garden at
the Glebe.  The snake feigned death by going limp
and giving off a putrid smell.  This snake is
probably one of those Dave saw in the summer in
the field next to his garden, and it had found a
cosy place in the garden in which to hibernate.

Jenny Garne
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The Garden in February

The weather is certainly unpredictable at present,
and I shan’t even guess what might turn up in the
next month, except that there will almost certainly
be more ‘deep depressions’ heading our way
before March. It begins to look as though
‘February-fill -dyke’ may well be ‘February-
already-full-to-overflowing-and flooding-dyke’!

My annual search round the garden at the
beginning of January found fewer plants out than
in previous years, but it is surprising how many
things have a few flowers out even at the turn of
the year. The best thing at the moment is the
wintersweet (chimonanthus), scenting most of the
garden; Christmas box, only a small bush but
beautifully scented; Viburnum ‘Dawn’;and
mahonia (smelli ng like lil y of the valley); clematis
cirrhosa balearica, with small nodding greenish
flowers; and winter jasmine, which has been
puffing out flowers since November. There are
several winter heathers, including Springfield
White, Irish Dusk — now a 2ft high round bush,
with lovely soft pink flowers, and Queen May,
another white, plus two golden- leaved ones
whose names have long since vanished. A few
primroses, an Erysimum with pale yellow, buff,
and orange flowers, which has been in flower for
most of the year, helleborus foetidus, green
flowers which last for months; also H. orientalis
var: with white, red spotted flowers; the odd rose
flower, and snowdrops showing colour in the
buds. Today (mid January) there are a dozen or so
cream coloured crocus in full flower. And I know
that some people have daffodils in flower, but this
year the little clump of Soleil d’Or narcissus,
which are usually out by now, are only just
showing their buds. That’s not a bad list for the
New Year. I think that at this time of year it really
pays to have one or two really strongly scented
shrubs in the garden, so that you can revel in the
smell, even if it is too wet to go out to them.

And that reminds me, do keep off the soil while it
is waterlogged as it is at present, but if you do
need to go on it for any reason, for instance to do

some pruning or trimming, put down a plank or
board and stand on that.

If you have a vine that needs pruning, get it done
as soon as possible, as if it is cut once the sap has
started to rise, it will ‘bleed’ heavily, and this
could kill i t.

When it is dry enough, it is now time to prune
summer flowering shrubs and climbers such as
Buddleias and later flowering clematis such as C.
viticella and C. jackinanii which produce their
flowers on growths made this year. Cut them back
hard, to prevent the plants getting leggy, and
producing all their blooms high up, where they
will not be seen to advantage.

Also, if or when it is dry enough, get any bare-
rooted trees and shrubs planted. On heavy soil,
make a wide hole and spread the roots out, and
keep the bottom of the main stem raised slightly
on a small mound in the middle of the hole. Then
leave the soil slightly raised when you fill i n,
taking care if you have a grafted plant, that you
keep the soil level well below the union.

If you somewhere frost-free — a heated
greenhouse or handy windowsill i ndoors, you can
start sowing seeds of half-hardy plants this month,
although these days I often buy the little boxes of
seedlings from the garden centre, and then prick
them out and grow them on myself It saves a bit
of work, and cuts down some of the risk of fungal
attack on tiny seedlings.

If you haven’t tried them before, why not try a
few aubergines or egg-plants this year — sow
them soon, grow them on, and in May put them
out in the warmest place you can find, in 10- l2in
pots of good compost, and you should get a good
crop. Ophelia is a good variety.

PLANT OF THE MONTH, very briefly,
Hamamelis intermedia ‘Jelena’ is a very beautiful
shrub with orange flowers, and a wonderful scent,
out now.

P.B.
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Thorverton Parish Information
(Please notify any changes to the Editor.)

AIR AMBULANCE EMERGENCY - QUOTE NATIONAL GRID REFERENCE
RECREATION GROUND – Sheet 192 SS 923019   MEMORIAL HALL FIELD – Sheet 192 SS 926019

Bus services            See inside back cover
Carers' Suppo rt Group Anne Higman, Wyndham House Surgery, Silverton.   860034.

Meetings - 3rd Wednesday of month, Wyndham House, 2.30-4.30 p.m.
Church (C of E) The Revd. Douglas Dettmer, The Rectory, Thorverton.  860332

Church Wardens Peter Colebrook, Ockero, Thorverton.  861019.
Edwin Greed, Fortescue, Netherexe.  841231.

Consort Mary Thomas, 1 The Glebe, Thorverton.  860730.
P.C.C. Treasurer Royston Kershaw, 25 The Glebe, Thorverton.  860419.
Friends of Thorverton Parish Church Trust    Emmie Aird, Kirkfoard, The Berry, Thorverton.

Church (Baptist) The Revd. Maurice Harrison, 01884 258599.
Secretary Phyllis Langdon,  860932. Services, notice board or Focus.

Coun ty Coun cill or Cllr. Mr. M. Lee.  01363 772671.
District Coun cill or Cllr. Mr. R. M. Deed.  01392 861258.
Doctors Dr  Jon Wride & Partner / Drs Stead, O’Brien & Ziegler. Surgery times: see

below.
Electricity (Western Power) Report a loss of power: 0800 365 900   Bill Enquiries: 0800 365 000

Street lights 0870 556 1851
Friends of Thorverton & Silverton Surgeries     Christine Walker,  881501
Gas Emergency 0800 111999
Leonard Trust   Chairman: R. Hughes. Secretary: Mrs. E. Hughes, 3 Dinham Mews, Exeter   EX4 4EF
Library (Exeter Mobile)      EVERY WEDNESDAY, 2.55pm to 3.15pm  in the Quarry Car Park
Newspaper Reporter (Express & Echo)   Jane Ristic, 53 Silver Street, Thorverton.  860054
Parish Coun cil Chairman Cllr. Michael Ayre,
Parish Clerk Mrs Kate West, Great Pit Stables, Silverton.  861560.
Parish Coun cil Meetings 2nd Tuesday of month, at Baptist Church Schoolroom, 7.30 pm.
Parish Allotments Contact the Parish Clerk - 861560
Parish Coun cil Notice Board  Situated in School Lane, opposite the Thorverton Arms.
     IMPORTANT!- PLANNING APPLICATION NOTICES ARE DISPLAYED HERE.
Pension Service PO Box 93,  Plymouth  PL6 5WJ.      0845 60 60 265
Police Central Switchboard 24 Hours:  0845 2777444.
Post Off ice Portacabin (TCT Ltd)  Quarry Car Park, Thorverton  EX5 5NG.   860455

Mon. to Fri :  9 am.-1.00 pm.,    2 pm.– 5.30 pm.
Sat. :             9 am.-12 noon      Sun.  closed
Business Manager:     Jill Blewett, Faircop, Jericho St, Thorverton
Company Secretary:   Heather Kershaw, 25 The Glebe, 860419

Public Telephon e Kiosk Opposite the Church, outside the Bell Inn, Dinneford  St.
Schoo l (C of E Primary)  (Acting) Head Teacher: Denise Woodgate   860374.
Schoo l Governors Chair: John Iffla  01392 851943

Clerk: Jane Ristic, 53 Silver St.  860054
Schoo l P.T.F.A. Chair: Deishan Luffman, North Barn, Raddon, Thorverton. 860016

Secretary: Marie Thomas, 01884 855275
Treasurer: Di Baker, 860426

South West Water 24 Hour Emergency: 0800 169 1144. 
         Helpline: 0800 169 1133.

Thorverton Mill ennium Chair: Dame Margaret Turner-Warwick, Pynes House,
Green Trust Silver Street  861173     Hon. secretary: Shirley Hoole.

Tiverton Volunteer Centre 28, Gold Street, Tiverton  EX16 6PY.  Judy Seymour, 01884 255734.
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Thorverton Organisations

Amateur Dramatic Society     Chair: Colin Marshall, 861228
Secretary: Sally Salter, 841740
Meetings - Last Wednesday of each month at the W.I. Hut.

Art Group Barrie Phillips, Crossmead, School Lane, Thorverton. 860529
Meet Fridays during term-time at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 am-12.00.

Arts Exchange Claire Cousins, Cubberley House, The Berry. 860438.
Monthly meetings in members’ homes at 8.0 pm. (see Diary)

Association Foot ball Club   Chairman: Andy Harris, 01392 851664
Secretary: David Gregory, 2 The Orchard, Brampford Speke, 841803.

Bowls Group Chair: Roy Clark, 860927.
Secretary: Ken Maynard, 3 Bullen Street, Thorverton.  860661

Bridge Circle Graeme Culshaw, 3 The Glebe, Thorverton 860203.
Meets 1st/3rd/5th Fridays at the W.I. Hut from 7.00 p.m..

Brownies’ Leader Marjorie Maynard, Bullen St. Thorverton.  860661.
Meet Fridays during term-time at the W.I. Hut, 5.30-7.00 pm.

Church Flower Club Meetings as advertised.
Cricke t Club Chair: Charles Kislingbury, Arley House, 19 Church St, Silverton.  860270

  Secretary: M C Denford, 14 Moorlands, Tiverton EX16 6UF 01884 255076
Fixture Sec: J Meredith, 190 Mincinglake Rd, Exeter EX4 7DS 01392 272504

Focus Magazine Chair: John Carter, Rewe.  841237
Editor: Neville Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062.
Secretary: Jane Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062.
Treasurer:  Barbara Uglow, 14 Cleaves Close, Thorverton. 860614.
 Focus deliveries – John Carter, Rewe.  841237

Friends of Silverton & Thorverton Surgeries
Coffee Mornings in The Royal British Legion Club, Silverton
held on the LAST THURSDAY of every month except December.

Golf Society Players of Thorverton Contact David Harlow. 860724
History Society Chair: Bill Stamper, Dunelm, Raddon, Thorverton. 860214

Secretary: Phyllis Langdon, Ferndale, Bullen Street, Thorverton. 860932.
   Website  <http://www.thorhistsoc.org/>

Ladies Group Meet 2nd Thursday of month,  (Venue and time - see Focus Notices).
Memorial Hall Committee  Chair: Mr Mike Shelton. Fir Tree House, Bullen Street. 861027.

Treasurer: John White, Waters Ford, Milford Lane. 860827.
Secretary & Bookings:  Jean White, Waters Ford, Milford Lane. 860827.

Memorial Hall Market 2nd Saturday of the month, at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 - 11.00 am.
Playgroup Contact: Laura Samuel (Chair) 861496.

Mon 9.30am-12pm, Tues/Weds 9.30am-12pm & Lunch Club 12pm-1pm,
Thurs 9.15-11.45am; 12.45pm- 3.15pm & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm. during term-time, at Memorial Hall.

Thorverton Ambling, Rambling and Tramping Society (TARTS)
Contacts : Caroline Prince 07749 775304 or Jean Brown 861176
See notices of walks in Old Post Office Window Bullen Street.

Todd ler Group Contact : Nic Fice 860318.
Wednesdays, during term-time, at the Memorial Hall, 9.45 a.m.-11.45.

Rainbo ws Contact Jean Pearn  860105, Penny Fice  861136,
Term-time, Tuesdays  4-5 pm at the W.I. Hut.

Royal British Legion Chairman / Hon. sec:  Bill Stamper,  Dunelm,  Raddon, Thorverton. 860214
Hon. Treasurer: Emmie Aird.

Women’s Institute Secretary: Susan  Maguire    01392 860631
Bookings:  Susan Maguire    01392 860631.
W.I. Meeting. 1st Tuesday of the month at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm.
Whist, 3rd Tuesday of the month, at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm.

W.I. Market & Coffee 4th Saturday of the month at the W.I. Hut. 10.00 am. to 11.00 am.
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Doctors’ Surgeries

THE EXE VALLEY PRACTICE

Dr JON WRIDE and Dr LYNNE ANDERSON

The Surgery, The Berry, The Surgery, 3 Coach Road,
THORVERTON EX5 5NT SILVERTON EX5 4JL
Tel: 01392 860273 (24 hours) Tel: 01392 860176 (in surgery hours)
Fax: 01392 860654 Fax: 01392 861598

www.exevalleypractice.co.uk

Surgery Hours

Mon. 2.30  -   4.30   Mon.     9.00  - 11.00
Tue. 3.30  -   5.30           Tue.      9.00  - 11.00
Wed. 10.30  - 11.30  Wed.     3:30 -    5:30
Thu. 3.00  -   5.00              Thu.      9.00  -  11.00
Fri. 9.00  - 12.00              Fri.        3.00  -    5.00

The Surgeries are OPEN at the followi ng times

Mon.   8.30  - 12.45  &  2.00  - 6.00               Mon.      8.45  - 12.30
Tue.    8.30  - 12.45  &  2.00  - 6.00               Tue.      8.45  - 12.00
Wed.   8.30  - 12.45  &  2.00  - 5.00             Wed.        3.00  -   6.00
Thu.    8.30  - 12.45  &  2.00  - 6.00        Thu.          8.45  - 12.30
Fri.      8.30  - 12.45  &  2.00  - 4.00         Fri.           2.00  -   6.00

REPEAT PRESCRIPTIONS  (Monday – Friday)   Please note that 48 hours notice is required for ALL
repeat prescriptions. Repeat Prescription line:    01392 861622

WYNDHAM HOUSE SURGERY,  Fore Street,  SILVERTON,  EX5 4HZ
Telephone 01392 860034                   www.wyndhamhousesurgery.co.uk

Dispensary Hours:     Monday to Thursday:     09.00 – 13.00  &  14.00 – 18.00
                                   Friday:                            09.00 – 13.00  &  14.00 – 17.00

Please note The doctors are happy to speak to you on the phone instead of an appointment. Please
request this from reception when you telephone.

Dr Jonathan STEAD Dr Anthon y O’BRIEN Dr Emma ZIEGLER

Monday 09.00 - 11.00 08.30 – 10.30
                            15.30 - 17.30                         15.00 -  17.30                                                                     

Tuesday 09.00 - 11.00 09.00 -  12.00
                            15.30 - 17.30                         15.00 -  17.30                                                                     

Wednesday 09.00 - 11.00 09.00 - 11.00
                            15.30 - 17.30                                                                       14.00 – 16.00                      
                                                                          

Thursday 09.00 - 12.00 09.00 – 11.00

Friday 09.00 - 11.00 09.00 - 12.00 09.00 – 11.00
Alt. weeks *15.00 – 16.00 Alt. weeks

(Urgent cases only)*
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Bus services
Turner’s Tours / Carmel Coaches (bus 678)  Mon-Fri. 10.09 from The Berry and the Baptist Chapel.
Return 13.35 from Exeter bus station, Stand 5.

Cook’s Coaches (service 355), Stagecoach (service 55B) Mon-Sat (except Bank Holidays)
To Tiverton  9.02, 11.02, 13.02, 15.02, 17.32, 18.11 (55B) from The Berry and Broadlands.
Return from Tiverton bus station. 9.40, 11.40, 13.40, 15.40, 18.05.

To Exeter 8.00, 10.05, 12.05, 14.05, 16.05, 18.30 from The Berry and Broadlands.
Return from Exeter bus station. 8.40, 10.46, 12.40, 14.40, 17.10, 17.50 (55B).

Timetables for the 355 service are available at the Post Off ice.

Stagecoach 55 service runs every half-hour in each direction along the Exeter-Tiverton road, stopping at
the Thorverton turn.  Please consult Stagecoach 55 Group timetable for details of this service.

Stagecoach free service to Somerfield’s, Broadclyst, from Broadlands on Tuesdays 14.00.

Stagecoach offers a variety of concessions for regular commuters, shoppers, children, students and
jobseekers as well as one-day unlimited-use Explorer tickets. Further details from Stagecoach: 01392
427711 or 01803 664500 or www.stagecoachbus.com or www.devon.gov.uk/devonbus.

Devonbus Timetable Information: call Traveline  0870 608 2 608  Timetables avail able at the Post Office
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Diary 2008
Please notify FOCUS Editor of additions or changes.

(Email: focusonthorverton@yahoo.co.uk or phone Neville Lane on 861062)

FEBRUARY
Sat 2nd Thorverton Amblers Ramblers and Trampers long walk, meet outside The Bell , 9.30am

Curry Night Take Away / Eat in – Thorverton Memorial Hall
Godspell  concert, Thorverton Church, 7.00 p.m.

Tue 5th W.I Meeting: Heirlooms of the Future
Thu 7th Arts Exchange, Fish, Ockero, 8.00 p.m.
Sat 9th Saturday Market, Thorverton Memorial Hall , 9.30 – 11.00 a.m.
Tue 19th Bingo, Thorverton Memorial Hall , 7.30 p.m.
Thu  21st Ladies Group Meeting at Sue Vooght’s 7:45pm
Fri 22nd Thorverton Art Group, Demonstration by Ray Balkwill , Thorverton Memorial Hall , 9.30 a.m.

Thorverton and District History Society Meeting, Charles Noon – Some aspects of Tiverton History,
WI Hut, 7.30pm

Sat 23rd W.I Easter Coffee Morn/Stalls. 10 a.m.

MARCH
Sat 1st Thorverton Amblers Ramblers and Trampers long walk, meet outside The Bell , 9.30am

Spring Ball at the Memorial Hall , 8pm
Tue 4th W.I Meeting: The History of Gardens
Wed 5th Focus AGM, 7.30pm (venue to be confirmed)
Thu 6th Arts Exchange, Atmosphere, Pynes House, 8.00 p.m.
Fri 7th Women’s World Day of Prayer, at the Parish Church, with a soup lunch to follow 11:00am
Sat 8th  Easter Market Thorverton Memorial Hall , 9.30 - 11.00 a.m.

Easter Duck race ! Follows Easter Market on the Memorial Hall Green
Sat 15th Lambing Day at Ratcli ffe Farm, 10:00am – 6.00 pm
Tue 18th Bingo, Thorverton Memorial Hall , 7.30pm
Sat 22nd W.I Coffee Morning/Stalls. 10 a.m.

APRIL
Tue 1st W.I Mosaics
Sat  5th Fund Raising Dinner at Memorial Hall , 7:00pm for 7:30pm  - Contact Beryl Grace (see Letters page)
Thu 10th Arts Exchange, Conundrum, Stable House, 8.00 p.m.
Sat 12th Saturday Market, Thorverton Memorial Hall 9.30 – 11.00 a.m.
Tue 15th Bingo, Thorverton Memorial Hall , 7.30 p.m.
Sat 26th W.I Coffee Morning/Stalls. 10 a.m.

MAY
Tue 6th W.I Meeting: County Advisor
Tue 13th - Sat 17th Church Week
May 24th W.I Coffee Morning/Stalls. 10am

JUNE
June 3rd W.I Meeting: Garden Party.
June 28th W.I Coffee Morning/Stalls. 10am


