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Editorial

If you spot me jogging around the lanes you will
have confirmation that I over-indulged at
Christmas and feel a need to get some weight off.
I put it down to the too easy availabili ty of food -
including chocolate - and drink. Anyway, you can
be sure that I will not be too far from Thorverton
and that it won't last until February.

When it comes to jogging I don't mind too much
that the drive to get fit doesn't last for very long
with me because I have a specific goal and know
from experience that a little exercise every few
days for a month is usually enough. New Year's
resolutions were always meant to have an impact
over a rather longer period. I don't hear so much
of them nowadays, but when I was a boy there
was great pressure to resolve to do something -
or, more usually as I recall, to give up doing
something. There is plenty in the vill age that
would benefit from being the focus of our New
Year resolutions: the future of the Post Office
and of a shop for the vill age depend very much
on our resolve to use them. Jane Ristic provides
an update on the shop in this month's Focus,
while Heather Kershaw gives a well-deserved
appreciation to the Toogoods for their work in

giving the vill age its current temporary shop.
Work on the vill age plan has started well, but this
too requires that the impetus is maintained if a
worthwhile plan is to be the outcome. I am
optimistic of a successful outcome given the
number of people in Thorverton with the
imagination to see what might be possible and
with the drive and determination to get things
done. I look forward to reporting on a successful
2008 for the vill age, although I do not
underestimate how much effort it will take to
achieve the outcomes we want.

At this time of year I would like to thank the
Focus production team for their input through
2007. We have been very lucky to have acquired
the services of Ward Crawford, who now works
alternate months with Rob Purvis as assistant
editor. I must also thank Barrie Philli ps and Peter
Mason for their work in printing Focus, and of
course to all those who collate the pages and
those who distribute Focus. Have a very happy
2008.

Nevill e Lane
Editor
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Letters
From all at The Bell , including Vic, Dawn
and Ashley

A big thank you to everyone who supported our
fund-raising "Blind Darts" evening with such
enthusiasm; and to all those who made donations.
Both our families have had relatives looked after
by Hospicecare and we are delighted to
contribute £410 to this very worthwhile charity.

Thank you all very much and congratulations to
the winners, Maz Galvin and Terry Pearn.

From Heather Kershaw

I am annoyed that I omitted at TCT Ltd's AGM
in September and also at the recent December
meeting of TRSA, to publicly thank Stephen and
Alli son Toogood for ALL that they have done
and continue to do for the vill age - their daily
efforts in running the shop in the bus and post
office services, with all the extra little personal
touches and helpfulness, tireless work for the
new shop venture plus fighting to keep our post
office, given alongside their family commitments,
dedication to the church, school and other vill age
events and organisations, are I suspect not fully
realised or appreciated.

Many thanks for your all you give and your
words and acts of wisdom, sensitivity and
generosity. Thorverton is very fortunate to have
you both.

From Trevor and Lynda Helley, Bullen's
Close

We are proud to announce the engagement of our
eldest daughter, Kirsty, to Mark, the elder son of
Richard and Lynne Dearman of Chesterfield,
Derbyshire.

From Alice and Frank Selley

Thank you, to everyone involved with the
wonderful vill age pantomime this year. It was a
delight - well done cast and production team!

From Des Walli ng, Orchard Close

Has anybody lost this cat or can anyone help us
locate its owner? He is a large friendly ginger cat
who appeared in the Lynch Road area a few
weeks ago and is currently living in our garden.

Contact: Orchard Close, Lynch Road, Tel.
860562

From Bill Stamper

Once again I must thank a lot of people for
making Remembrance Sunday such a special
occasion.

With our troops fighting in Afghanistan and Iraq
it makes the day more poignant.

I would like to express my thanks to the Vicar
and the choir for a meaningful service, the
Brownies for their support, the Legion Members,
and to you all. Of course the Poppy Sellers
deserve a special mention as it was through their
valiant effort we were able to bank over £2500…
a record sum.
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Thorverton Parish Council
Report of the December meeting of the Parish
Council

AFFORDABLE HOUSING
Dame Margaret reported that Falcon and Cluttons had responded to the Council’s comments regarding the
latest set of plans and suggested that it should not be a problem to provide varied sizes of affordable
houses. In addition, number 6 of the proposed open market houses could be divided into two smaller
homes.  However, the Church Commissioners did not wish to go down the route of shared equity for the
open-market housing.  Dame Margaret had also been looking into the question of who would be
responsible for each element of the application, such as the Planning Support Statement.  She had drafted
some wording to explain why the application should be viewed as an exception to the policy. It was agreed
that a meeting should take place between the Architect, Falcon, Cluttons and a member of the Council at
the beginning of January.

VILLAGE SHOP
The Council resolved to support TRSA and TCT if they wished to submit an outline application ahead of a
joint full planning application with the proposed housing at Court Barton.

PARISH PLAN
John Spivey reported that the next Parish Plan meeting would be held on 15th January and there would be a
report of progress in next months Focus.  It was envisaged that a document would be produced by
September 2008.

PLANNING MATTERS
A. To note Planning Decisions received to date of meeting.
i. HS/DCC/2555/2007 Erection of single storey extension and external glazed canopy and internal

alterations to the School House, Thorverton C of E Primary School.  APPROVED.  Noted.
ii. 07/01980/FULL Erection of single storey extension and construction of pitched roof, Raddon Hill

Lodge, Thorverton.  APPROVED.  Noted.

OTHER PARISH BUSINESS

• New play equipment chosen by vill age children will be installed in the rec in early February.
• Cllr Spivey has been busy keeping the watercourse clear in Dinneford Street.
• Cllr Sims has asked District Councill or Bob Deed to look into the problems of parking in

Broadlands.

The next Parish Council Meeting will take place in the Memorial Hall on Tuesday 8th January 2008 at
7.30pm.  An Agenda is displayed on the Parish Notice Board prior to meetings.

I hope that you had an enjoyable Christmas and wish you all the best for 2008.

Kate West, Parish Clerk
Telephone: 01392 861560, email: Thorvertonclerk@aol.com

www .Thorvertonp arishcoun cil.org
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Devon County Council news

Devon is one of top three recycling counties

The latest set of recycling figures from Defra
show that Devon has retained its position as one
of the top three recycling counties in England.

Out of 120 authorities, Devon recycles 45.8% of
its waste, making it the third most successful in
the country. Teignbridge was also cited as being
one of the top 10 regions for recycling and
composting, green recycling and having some of
the lowest amounts of waste per household.

The County Council has been working with
district and unitary councils to promote recycling
with the award winning 'Don't let Devon go to
waste' campaign. It has helped to create a
dramatic increase since 2003, when levels stood
at only 22%.

Local celebrities Kirstie Allsop and Rik Mayall
have been encouraging Devon residents to
compost more of their kitchen waste, swap
plastic bags for cotton or re-usable carriers and
other ways to cut the amount of waste going to
landfill .

Government funding announced for Local
Transport Plan

Devon County Council has been allocated more
than £109 milli on from the Government to
improve local transport provision in Devon
between 2008 and 2011.

The settlement comes as a direct result of the
revised scoring of the Devon Local Transport
Plan 2006-2011, which has been upgraded from

'Fair' to 'Good' by the Department for Transport,
and due to a new funding formula for setting
highway maintenance. The new formula has
resulted in a much needed additional £10.5
milli on for highway maintenance schemes across
the county over the next three years.

Whilst the funding increase will assist efforts to
arrest the deterioration in the classified and non
classified road network, there is growing concern
about rates of inflation in the construction
industry.

Devonwide pass-holders urged to apply
now for free national bus pass

The Devonwide partnership is urging the over
60s and those with disabili ties to apply now for
their free national bus pass ahead of its
introduction next April.

All 105,000 people who hold a free off-peak bus
pass through Devonwide will receive a letter
informing them that Devonwide will be replaced
by the new national travel scheme on 1 April
2008 and giving them the opportunity to apply
for the new pass.

The new scheme will provide free off-peak travel
on all local bus services throughout England
between 09:30 and 23:00 on weekdays and
anytime on Saturdays, Sundays and public bank
holidays.

Anyone who has a query about the Devonwide
scheme or the new national scheme should call
01392 382900.

Exeter Northcott faces closure
threat
Exeter Northcott, which re-opened in December
after a £2.1 milli on redevelopment programme, is
facing the threat of closure after the Arts Council
announced the withdrawal of its annual grant.
The loss of the £547,000-a-year grant from April

2009 would make it impossible to operate the
theatre. There is a very real possibili ty that it
could be forced to close in 2008.

This is particularly hard to take when the Arts
Council i tself contributed £100,000 towards the
cost of the conversion and a further £540,000 in
revenue grant to support the theatre whilst it was
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closed. The chairman of the Northcott Theatre
Board, Steve Gratton, expressed his anger and
disbelief at the Arts Council’s decision and
announced the start of a ‘Save Exeter Northcott
Campaign’ :  "The only chance for the theatre is if
the people of Exeter and Devon make their
feelings known to the Arts Council. Theatre-
goers face losing their theatre and staff face
losing their jobs. We understand the Arts Council
will make its final decision on 21 January. We

need to gather as many expressions of support as
possible by then."

Expressions of support can be sent via email to:
savethenorthcott@exeternorthcott.co.uk or in
writing to Save Exeter Northcott Campaign,
Northcott Theatre, Stocker Road, Exeter, EX4
4QB. There is also an online petition at
www.saveexeternorthcott.com

Thorverton Art Group
The group's Annual Dinner was held at the Three
Tuns on 6th December. Nineteen members and
guests enjoyed the seasonal menu and pleasant
conversation.

Many of the group were also pleased to join
Betty and John Allen with family and friends at
the Ruffwell on 16th December to help celebrate
their Golden Wedding Anniversary. They have a
wealth of interesting experiences and stories to
tell from many parts of the globe -
Congratulations.

A welcome awaits the return of well -known West
Country artist Ray Balkwill for a demonstration
session on Friday 22nd February 2008. Non-
members and members of other art groups and
societies will be welcome to join us - details in
Focus.

As always, we are pleased to welcome new
members - term starts on Friday 11th January -
just turn up with your paints, etc. at Thorverton
Memorial Hall from 9:30 a.m.

Photo by Eric Simons - the "Class" busy at work on a recent still li fe study arranged by Marion Crang
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Thorverton Community Plan (TCP)

The steering group, comprising the co-ordinator
(or representative) of each of the seven working
groups, and the launch group, had their first
meeting on the 20th November. The following
officers were elected:
Chairman:  Ward Crawford - (01392) 860295 -
ThorvertonParishPlan@googlemail.com

Secretary: Ros Brimacombe - 861324 -
rosbrim@yahoo.co.uk

Treasurer : Doreen Jones - 861434

It was agreed that the Thorverton Parish Plan
should be renamed the Thorverton Community
Plan. This gives flexibili ty to include people in the
community who live very close to and routinely
use the vill age.

The groups are now meeting independently, and
are discussing the issues they need to address
before the next steering group meeting on
Tuesday, 15th January (7.30pm at the Exeter Inn).

Shortly after that meeting the working groups
will produce questions to be included in the
questionnaire, which will be distributed to every
household. All personal information will be
confidential and will not be published in the Final
Report. The questionnaire will i nclude the
opportunity for adding individual comments and
ideas. It will be very important to get a good
response so that it can provide quality
information about the vill age, and identify the
issues on which the working groups need to
concentrate. Where there is overlap between
working groups they will work together.

The TCP website -
http://groups.google.co.uk/group/thorverton-parish-plan -
will be an excellent source of information, and

will help us to all work together on this exciting
project.

Following further public discussion, it is hoped
the Final Report will be published in September
2008. The Report will contain the information
that has been obtained from all sources, and will
also include some practical action plans for the
benefit of the community.

The working groups, co-ordinator/convenor and
contact details are as foll ows:

1. Housing and Planning - Mike Baldwin -
860853

2. Environment/Sustainability - Graham Will s -
860895 - will s.team@virgin.net

3. Education and Life-long Learning - Sarah
Crawford - 860295

4. Youth - Tim Colebrook -
timcolebrook@hotmail.co.uk

5. Local Services, Business & Employment,
Transport, Parking and Secur ity -
 Doreen Jones - 861434

6. Health and Well-being, and the Care of
Senior Villagers - Mike Jeffreys -
 mike@ensemble.eclipse.co.uk

7. Recreation - John White - 860827

If you are interested in becoming a member of
one of these working groups, it may still be
possible to join – please contact the co-ordinator
of the group direct.

Ros Brimacombe

The Future Thorverton Village Shop
Try to visualise the quarry without the garages.
Picture a curved construction nestling into the
south-west facing corner of the quarry, adjacent
to Dark Lane, featuring Thorverton stone,
wooden shingles, a green roof, (not painted;

plants. Welcome to the carbon footprint world!)
and glass.

Picture the shop, with Post Office counter, on the
site of the present garages. Curve round to the
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right and picture a room at the end of the
building, facing the entrance to the car park
bathed in sunlight, which could be used as a cafe,
(crossword over a coffee, perhaps?) meeting
room, whatever....

Designed to be environmentally pleasing to the
eye as well as ecologically sound, the proposed
Post Office/shop will be self-sufficient in heating
and hot water and will i ncorporate an innovative
feature; a rammed earth wall running the width of
the building which I understand will give out heat
in winter and absorb it in summer.

Technology really is extraordinary.

Over 30 vill agers were asked to do exactly that,
picture it, on a bitterly cold December evening in
the WI Hut. We were welcomed by Chairman
Graeme Matthews of TRSA, and listened with
interest as architect Andrew Kirby of Ark
Projects explained the draft plans for the vill age
shop to go forward for outline planning
permission.

Many questions were asked and it is emphasised
that this is just the start, a draft, which will serve
two purposes. We are aware how precarious our
PO is if one has to be cut locally. If we can show
that there is a way to secure ground for that
purpose our chances look better. If we link it in
with a shop then we can shout from the rooftops,
green of course, that by axing the PO they will

axe one of the principal amenities in the rural
vill age of Thorverton. The second? We need a
shop.

Please consider these plans, which include a flat
either for the prospective manager or to be let to
augment income, which are displayed round the
vill age. Think carefully because this is a big
concept, we are thinking for the future of this
vill age. You can either contact the PO or shop or
email the following:

Graeme@GraemeMatthews.com
toogood@waitrose.com
janeristic@aol.com                                    Jane
Ristic

Helen Richards and Ashley Handley-Colli ns surveying the
car park - Photo Jane Ristic

John Brunyee
John celebrated his 90th

birthday on December 3rd with
a motorcycle ride on his
favourite bike, a 1954 350cc
Velocette made in
Birmingham.

John first rode a motorcycle
76 years ago in 1931. It was a
350cc Royal Enfield Bullet.

During the 2nd World War he
rode motorcycle's in the Royal
Signals and he's been riding
bikes ever since.
Photo - Alex Fice
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Thorverton Memorial Hall News

Saturday Market & Big Breakfast

We had a record market for the Christmas market
in December and were delighted to see some new
faces amongst the crowds. We hope you all
managed to find something to help with your
festive preparations

Our thanks go to all those who have helped with
the market during the year, to stall holders, those
who run stalls for the Hall and to the Big
Breakfast Helpers. If you would be prepared to
help either occasionally or on a regular basis at
this or any other event, please contact the
Secretary, Jean White on 860827. We do have a
great team of volunteers at present, but we need
more so that we can give them an occasional
break!

100 Club Draw Winners for December
£500 – No 39 Mrs J. Page

£100 – No 73 Mrs M. Baird
£50 – No 81 Mrs C. Fice

Draw Winners for December were:
Duck Dinner Jen Pascoe
Fruit Box Claire Haven Ince
Box Biscuits Tegan Ivall
Basket of Preserves John White
Tin Quality Street Vivienne day
Necklace Angie Delve
Our thanks go to Bobby Barnet (Preserves) &
Pat Butt (Necklace) for their donations of draw
prizes for the December draw.

100 Club

There are some numbers available for the 100
Club for 2008. If you see Jane King before the
draw at the January Market your number will be
in that draw. For anyone who has not already
heard, there is a monthly draw, with a £50 prize
and in December there are two extra prizes of
£500 and £100 respectively. The cost is £24 per
number per year. Our thanks go the Jane who
runs this for us each year.

Christmas Tree Lights

It was lovely to see so many vill agers at the tree
lighting party, even though the weather was so
bad. Unfortunately the tree in the Amenity Area
had toppled over due to the high winds on the
morning of the event, so there was only one tree
to be lit. We were fortunate to be offered a
replacement so the outside of the Hall had a
festive look for Christmas.

The Committee purchased some new LED lights
for the vill age tree on the Jubilee Green this year.
We hope you approved. We have certainly had a
number of positive comments about them.

By the way, Father Christmas said thank you for
the mince pies and the mulled wine. He was
feeling very merry when he left Thorverton!

Curry Night

Back by popular demand, Colin will be running
another of his excellent Curry Nights on Saturday
2nd February. You can collect a take-away, place
an order for delivery or come along to the Hall
and eat in. To be sure of a seat at your favourite
time, please reserve your table in advance. We
are unable to confirm the menu at present but it
will be advertised well in advance of the event.
Please get your delivery orders in by 8pm on
Friday 1st February. You can contact Jean White
on 860827 or see Colin or Alison Marshall for
more information.

Finally
The Trustees of Thorverton Memorial Hall

would like to wish you all a very
HAPPY NEW YEAR

Reg.Charity No. 203776
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Notice Board

  THORVERTON
MEMORIAL HALL

 SATURDAY MARKET

               

Saturday 12th January

 9.30 - 11.00am

Breakfast Bar, Fruit & Veg
Books, Cards, Jewellery
Jams/preserves, Plants

Bric-a-brac, Draw

 100 Club Draw

Reg. Char ity No. 203778

THORVERTON
MEMORIAL HALL

BINGO

   

Tuesday 15th January
Tuesday 19th February

Eyes Down 7.30pm

Lots of prizes to be won.

Reg. Char ity No. 203778

THORVERTON
MEMORIAL HALL

CURRY EVENING

Saturday 2nd February

Delivered to your home

 Take Away

Eat in

Bar

Contact Colin, Alison or Jean for more
information

Reg. Char ity No. 203778

Thorverton Arts Exchange

At Arts Exchange meetings we share our
enthusiasms for writing, music, painting, film,
craft etc. with one another.

Usually there is a theme to our choices, but
occasionally an individual member will take
responsibili ty for a whole evening.

The meetings take place in members’ homes at
8.00 p.m. The next meetings are:

Jan 10th Keys / Quays / Ki:s25 The Glebe
Feb 7th Fish Ockero
Mar 6th Atmosphere Pynes House
Apr 10th Conundrum Stable House

New members are always welcome.
For further information contact

Claire Cousins at Cubberley House, The Berry
(860438)
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Thorverton C of E Primary School - Mealtime
Assistant / Playground Supervisor

From January 2008 we are looking for a
Mealtime Assistant 3 lunch times per week.  The
hours are 12.05 to 1.35 and the pay is
approximately £8.50 per session (£25.50 per
week).  If you are interested please apply in
writing to The Headteacher, Thorverton C of E
Primary School, School Lane, Thorverton, EX5
5NR or if you would like more information
please contact Mrs Veda Dymond at the School
on 01392 860374.

Church Consort Practices

Thursdays, 7.45 p.m. in church
January 17th, 31st
February 14th
March 13th, 19th (Wednesday)
April 17th, 24th

Junior Consort Practices

Mondays 3.30 pm. in school
January 14th, 21st
February 11th, 25th
March 17th, 31st
April 28th
May 12th, 19th
June 16th, 30th
July Party 10th

Church Week planning meeting to be held on
Monday 14th January at 7.30 pm in the EXETER
INN, please come along if you can help or have
any fresh ideas, or contact Tina Ayre on 860434.

Bon Voyage
Lisa, Dave, Holly & Sam Browning are
emigrating to Australia on 30th January 2008

We will be having Farewell drinks at The Bell Inn
on Sunday 20th January from 3pm onwards

We would love to have our friends join us,
everyone including children are welcome!
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Womens' Institute
We met our new county adviser, Mrs Gill y
Anderson-Smith at our December meeting and
listened as she spoke about forthcoming
resolutions.

Following this we eagerly looked forward to a
surprise feast, but all did not go according to
plan. The ladies concerned had decided that
instead of a cold buffet we should, just for a
change, have ham, eggs and chips. Everything
was placed in the hot oven and the ladies took
their seats until things were cooked. What they
didn't know was the oven was about to throw its
dummy out of the pram and have a sulk. When
they went to fetch the food from the oven it
wasn't hot but cool. Not to be defeated the partly
warm chips were finished off under the grill , and
very good they were. We did wonder what would
have happened to the eggs if the top had also
thrown a wobbly. None of us have ever had
grill ed eggs! Still i n true W.I. fashioned no panic
ensued. Instead work was made for an
electrician, who will be rubbing his hands in glee,
while the treasurer wipes a tear from her eye.

I would personally like to thank all the ladies
concerned for their great effort amidst adversity.
The meal was great.

Doreen Beer won the competition for best card
and also had the most points for competitions
entered during the year. Well done, Doreen.

Did you know that if there was a speaker you
would like to hear, you may, for just £1, come
along to our meeting and hear the talk? Where
else can you go for that money and be
entertained? You will also be warmly greeted and
have a FREE cup of tea and biscuit. You just
can't lose! Should you be thinking as to what
your New Year’s resolution should be why not
make it one to join the W.I. After all, you never
know all the fun we have unless you do.

There is no meeting in January. We don't like
each other to see how much weight we put on
over Christmas! Our February meeting will be
Heirlooms of the Future and the competition will
be a family heirloom.

On behalf of all the W.I. ladies I would like to
wish you and your families A Happy and Peaceful
New Year.

Sylv Gregory

Poetry

Time to Wonder

What is this life if full of haste
No time to spare, no time to waste?
No time to gaze on nature's glory,
No time to linger through life's story,
No time to ill ustrate its pages
With memories from successive ages.
As this New Year reveals its face
We hope time moves at a gentler pace.

That in each day and many an hour
There is space to wonder at a flower,
Time to listen to the trees -
Music, conducted by the breeze;
Time to identify by sight

Our feathered friends - their song, their flight,
Time to assimilate the healing
Power, of nature's bounteous dealing.

Play stations, phones, computer screens,
Have so eclipsed superior scenes,
Which are freely spread worldwide,
Time must be spared to breathe outside,
To enjoy this green and pleasant earth
And learn its gifts of vital worth:
For what is this life if full of haste?
"A deal of happiness gone to waste".

Doreen Beer

Doreen wishes all her friends and readers in and
around the vill age a happy and healthy New
Year.
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Not The Village Wassail
By Stephen Toogood
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Not The Vill age
Shop sing song.

Photos by
John Spivey.
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Parish Church Services and News

The Church of England

welcomes you!

JANUARY
SERVICES & INFORMATION

The Raddon Team Ministry & The Stoke Canon Benefice

JANUARY 6             Epiphany

8 am
9 am
10 am
10 am
10 am
10 am
11.15 am
5 pm
6.30 pm
6.30 pm

CADBURY
COWLEY
HUXHAM
NEWTON ST CYRES
THORVERTON
UPTON PYNE
REWE
STOKE CANON
BRAMPFORD SPEKE
POLTIMORE

Holy Communion (BCP)  DD
Holy Communion (T)
Holy Communion (C)  AS
Family Service – Holy Communion (C) SM
Holy Comm un ion (T)  RP
Service of the Word  Lay-Led
Morning Prayer (BCP)  DB & VQ
‘Service with a Smile’ at the Jubilee Hall
Joint Service at the Baptist Chapel  DD
Evening Prayer (BCP)  RP

JANUARY 13                  Epiphany 1

8 am
9 am
10 am
10 am
10 am
11.15 am
6.30 pm

THORVERTON
UPTON PYNE
NEWTON ST CYRES
POLTIMORE
THORVERTON
COWLEY
CADBURY

Holy Communion (BCP)  DD
Joint Service – Holy Communion (T)  RP
Holy Communion (C)  RP
Group Service–Holy Communion (C)  DD
‘At You r Service’ – for All Ages  Team
Holy Communion (T)  JB
Evening Prayer (BCP)  DD, Caroline Gilmour-White

JANUARY 20                  Epiphany 2

8 am
9 am
10 am
10 am
10 am
10 am
11.15 am
11.15 am
6.30 pm
6.30 pm

NEWTON ST CYRES
COWLEY
BRAMPFORD SPEKE
POLTIMORE
STOKE CANON
THORVERTON
REWE
UPTON PYNE
HUXHAM
NEWTON ST CYRES

Holy Communion (BCP)  DD
Holy Communion (T)  JB
‘Service with a Smile’ 

�
 Team

Holy Communion (C)
Service of the Word  VM & BB
Con tempo rary Morn ing Prayer (CW)  DD
Service of the Word  CC & JC
Holy Communion (T)  SS
Evening Prayer (BCP)  RP
Evening Service of the Word Julia Dallen, DD

JANUARY 27                  Epiphany 3

8 am
9 am
10 am
10 am
10 am
10 am
11.15 am
6.30 pm

BRAMPFORD SPEKE
UPTON PYNE
CADBURY
NEWTON ST CYRES
POLTIMORE
STOKE CANON
REWE
THORVERTON

Holy Communion (BCP)  RP
Holy Communion (T)  JB
Christ ing le Famil y Service   Everyone is welcome
Joint Service–Holy Communion (T)  RP
Service of the Word  MJ & DB
Holy Communion (C)  DD
Holy Communion (C)  JM
Evening Prayer (BCP)  DD – Choral Evensong
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FEBRUARY 3         Presentation of Christ in the Temple (Candlemas)

8 am
9 am
10 am
10 am
10 am
10 am
11.15 am
5 pm
6.30 pm
6.30 pm

CADBURY
COWLEY
HUXHAM
NEWTON ST CYRES
THORVERTON
UPTON PYNE
REWE
STOKE CANON
BRAMPFORD SPEKE
POLTIMORE

Holy Communion (BCP)  DD
Holy Communion (T)  JB
Holy Communion (C)  RP
Family Service – Holy Communion (C)
Holy Commun ion (T) & Chil dren’s Group   DD, Julia Dallen
Service of the Word  Lay-Led
Morning Prayer (BCP)  Lay-Led
‘Service with a Smile’ at the Jubilee Hall
Joint Service at the Parish Church (SW)  RP
Festival Service of Light  DD

DD = The Rev Douglas Dettmer, Priest-in-Charge RP = The Rev Richard Potter, Associate Minister in the Raddon Team

JB = The Rev John Benton
BB = Mrs Bridget Boxall
DB = Mr David Boxall
AB = Mrs Annabel Branney
CC = Mr Chris Cook

JC = Mrs Jane Cook
CH = The Rev Chris Hughes
GK = Mrs Gwynneth Keehner
SL = Mrs Sue Longridge
JM = Preb John Mapson

DP = Mr David Perrott
VQ = Mrs Valerie Quinn
SM = The Rev Sue Martin
VM = Mrs Val Mills
MJ = Mrs Maureen Owen-Jones

JS = Mr John Sandford
GS = Mr Guy Sheppard
SS = The Rev Sue Sheppard
AS = The Rev Alan Simmonds
KS = The Rev Ken Strachan

Family Services at Stoke Canon & Brampford Speke (‘Service with a Smile’) and Thorverton (‘At Your Service’) are led by lay teams

Dail y Services    Usual pattern—see the Sunday leaflet ‘In Touch’ for the daily services each week

Morning Prayer Evening Prayer
7.30 am Thorverton  (Tuesday – Friday) 6 pm Rewe  (Tuesday)
8.30 am  Thorverton  (Saturday) 5 pm Newton St Cyres  (Thursday)

Holy Comm un ion
9.30 am Thorverton  (Last  Wednesday of the month)

Wou ld you li ke a li ft to chur ch?

May we offer you a lift to the parish church or to a joint service elsewhere?  For transport to Sund ay serv ices
from locations in Thorverton parish, please ring Steve Rendell on (01392) 860780.  To arrange a lift to the
weekday Holy Comm un ion  at Thorverton on the last Wednesday of the month, please ring Margaret Turner-
Warwick on (01392) 861173

Fell owship Group s and Oppo rtun it ies for Learning
Everyone is welcome at any of our fellowship and study groups

SUNDAY.  Stud y Group at 9 Old Barn Close, Stoke C anon o r Berr yden e, Exet er .  7.45 pm on third Sunday of the month.
Contact Maureen Owen-Jones (01392) 841085

TUESDAY.  Home Group at 20 Sil ver St reet , Tho rver ton .  Tuesdays at 8 pm:  alternates Bible study one week and
prayer/fellowship the next.  Feel free to come weekly or fortnightly.  Contact Liz Rendle (01392) 860780

WEDNESDAY.   Home Group at Lo w Orchard, Rats loe, Pol t imore.  7.45 pm alternate W ednesdays.  Contact Jane Cook
(01392) 841484

Wedn esday Gather ing .  7.45 pm alternate Wednesdays.  Details and venue from Don Hanson (01392) 851295

THURSDAY.  Fell owship Group at Autumn Haze, Rewe.  7.30 pm first Thursday of the month.  Sue & Guy Sheppard
(01392) 841284

AND B Y ARRANGEMENT... ‘Emm aus’ – explor ing Chr is t ian i ty .  Enquiries are invited (see below).  Contact Douglas
Dettmer (01392) 860332; Bridget Boxall (01392) 841355; or Sue Sheppard (01392) 841284

From the Par ish Registers   To mid-December

Fun erals    Nancy Peck (November 19 at Exeter Crematorium)
Eleanor Peacock (November 20 at Exeter Crematorium)
Caroline Whitelock (November 23 at Exeter Crematorium)
John Rice (December 3 at Newton St Cyres – burial of ashes)
Jack Summers (December 12 at Exeter Crematorium)
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Kathleen Turner (December 14 at Stoke Canon – burial of ashes)

EMMAUS – ‘THE WAY OF FAITH’

‘Emmaus aims for an engagement with God rather than a brush with the Church.’

EMMAUS – The Way of Faith is a course designed for people who are thinking about Christian faith and
would like to know more.  It is an ideal resource for those who are new to the journey of faith; those who have
been on the way for longer; and those who just want to find out more about it without committing themselves
to taking it any further.  Everyone is very warmly welcome.

EMMAUS is a fifteen-week course in three sessions:

What Christians believe
How Christians grow
Living the Christian life

No prior experience or study is needed apart from the experience of life we all bring as the individuals we are.
All that is required is a willingness to think open-mindedly about life and faith in the company of other people.
The course is led by a friendly team from your local Church of England parish churches.

Bridget & David Boxall (Poltimore)
Peter Colebrook (Thorverton)
Gwynneth Keehner & Harold Whitty (Thorverton)
Geoff Saltmarsh (Upton Pyne)
Sue Sheppard (Rewe)
Fiona Thompson (Stoke Canon)

EMMAUS will be offered on fifteen Monday evenings starting on January 14th, 2008 with a break for Easter.
Initial sessions will be in Thorverton, and thereafter the venue may be changed to suit the convenience of the
group.  The maximum number for each course is 12.  For information, please ring one of the leaders:

Bridget Boxall (01392) 841355
Sue Sheppard (01392) 841284

Or speak with Douglas Dettmer (Priest-in-Charge) on (01392) 860332

If you can’t manage the next EMMAUS course but would like to register your interest for a future series,
please let us know.

Think ing abou t Con firmation?

Confirmation by the Bishop is an opportunity to reaffirm the commitment made at one’s baptism, and in the
Church of England is the usual point of entry to Holy Communion.

Young people who are considering confirmation are invited to meet for about six sessions in an Enqu i rers ’
Group  to think about what Christian faith means today.  These groups are open to everyone, and a particular
welcome is extended to all who would simply like to explore Christian faith more deeply but aren’t necessarily
intending to pursue confirmation at this stage; no comm i tm ent i s requ i red .

If you or a member of your family might be interested, please ring Douglas Dettmer on (01392) 860332.  He
would be very pleased to talk with you about it.  Enquirers’ groups for young people will take place from 5-
6pm on some Sunday afternoons starting later in the spring term.

In recent times the customary age for confirmation has been around eleven, and many young people still
choose to be confirmed while in Year 6 or 7 at school (in certain circumstances the Bishop may agree to
confirm younger children).  At the same t ime, many more of those confirmed in England in recent years have
been adults, and the proportion of adult candidates for confirmation continues to grow.  Confirmation at any
stage of adult life is now entirely usual in the Church of England—it is never too late.  The best way to
explore con f i r mat ion as a n adu l t i s through ‘ Emm aus’ – see the inform at ion abo ve.
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Parish Church Carol Concert

Thorverton Church Choir and Junior Choir at the Christmas
Carol Concert in the Parish Church on Sunday 23rd December
2007.

Photos by John Spivey.
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Baptist Church News

"And I said to the man who stood at the gate of
the year: 'Give me a light that I may tread safely
into the unknown.'

And he replied:

'Go out into the darkness and put your hand into
the hand of God. That shall be to you better than
light and safer than a known way.'" (Minnie
Louise Haskins)

Some of you will remember the occasion in 1939
when George VI quoted these verses in his
Christmas broadcast. Those were dark days

indeed and the King's speech must have brought
hope and comfort to his li steners.

Whilst our present age is not to be compared
with the imminent conflict of a world war, it has
its dark side too. As we stand at the gate of 2008,
we too find ourselves before an unknown path
and are looking for a light to guide us.

"Path" and "light" are very common biblical
metaphors. Psalm 119:105 brings them together:
"Your word is a lamp for my feet and a light for
my path." This is a simple reminder that the Bible
is to be our guide. Its truths light up the way
before us. Proverbs 3;6 says; "Acknowledge him
in all your ways and he will direct your paths."
Again we have a simple promise of everyday
guidance if we commit ourselves to God.

As for light, we no doubt pondered the
remarkable prologue to the gospel of John during
our Christmas celebrations: "In him was life, and
that life was the light of men...The true light that
gives light to every man was coming into the
world." Later on in the same gospel, Jesus
announces: "I am the Light of the World." It is
difficult for us moderns to realise how dark the
ancient world was, on the one hand in that there
were only lamps, candles and torches to dispel
the darkness, and on the other hand the moral
darkness referred to by the prophet Isaiah and
which was to be dispelled by the coming of the
Messiah. "The people that walked in darkness
have seen a great light."

Christ is the Light by which we may tread safely
into the unknown.

Lighten our darkness, Lord, we pray.

Maurice Harr ison, Minister
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Golf Society Players of Thorverton
Since the last Focus we have had two GSPOT
competitions, the results being;

Sunday 25th November

This was run as a pairs competition with the best
score to count on each hole.

The Winning team was Scott Hasler and Andy
French

The “Donna - y” I did that trophy was awarded
to Geoff Bulley for saying on the second “oh I
can’ t beat that” and picked up- to be reminded
that he did in fact have a shot and could have
improved on his partners score.

Friday  14th December

Most of us played in pairs again for this
competition. The winning team had other ideas !

Winning team Geoff Bulley and John Mann

Runners up David Harlow and Ken Galvin

The “Donna - y” I did that trophy was awarded
to John Mann for turning up !

Geoff Bulley decided that today was his day, he
scored all of his teams points and completed the

9 hole in a gross score of 40. He said he enjoyed
Johns company !!

The handicap fairy and Santa visited over
Christmas and returned some shots that have
been lost during the year.

Players who have been cut the most during the
year are ;
David Harlow 8 shots, Phil Beazley 5.5 shots,
Andy French 4.5 shots, Gary Kilby 4 shots, Ken
Galvin 3 shots and Phil Oram and Fred Philli ps
both 2.5 shots.
Some players have gone up, but we won’t
publicise them, a full li st is in the Exeter Inn.
The dates for January are;

New Years Day, January 11th and 27th.

The AGM will take place at the Exeter Inn on
Sunday 27th January after golf. This is to elect a
committee and give everybody the opportunity to
have their say on the future of GSPOTS. Please
attend if you can.

Anybody interested in joining us will be more
than welcome, just turn up at the Exeter Inn at
1.00pm lunch time on Friday, or 10 30 am. on
Sunday.

David Harlow

Thorverton & District History Society

At our last meeting of 2007, three of the society's
members gave presentations on their hobbies.

Ron Cottey spoke of his interest since childhood
in Regimental history and in particular his
fascination with regimental cap badges.

Supported by an extensive collection of original
badges (which he rather trustingly passed around
for us to get a closer view) he charted the history
of the British army from the formation of the

Grenadier Guards and the Life Guards in the
1650's to the 1939-45 War.

It appears that, as today, regiments have been
formed, disbanded, merged, split, reformed or
renamed to meet the perceived military needs or
economic constraints of the day.

Similarly, each change of sovereign requires
many new cap badges, all helping to ensure an
absorbing hobby for succeeding generations of
cap badge collectors.
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Beryl Coe expanded on her previous talk on
tracing family history by demonstrating how
Will s can be used to obtain a glimpse into
employment, social structures, family dynamics,
developments in technology and commodity
values of past centuries.

Quoting from research, she cited a local weaver
who left yarn to his brother - clearly a valuable
commodity in those days.

In other examples, livestock was carefully divided
between family beneficiaries, whilst a Will from
Berkshire listed horses, carts, timber wagon,
ploughs and harrow - clearly implying
predominance of arable farming in that area.

An 1833 Will placed £150 in trust to an
unmarried daughter with a child, but this was
reduced to 1 shilli ng if the daughter co-habited or
married the child's father - obviously the lad, who
was probably a labourer on the farm, had not
made a good impression!

Whilst most were tenant farmers, some held
leases that could be handed down from father to
son, providing security of tenure for three
generations and up to 100 years, but often

requiring the son to provide a small income and
accommodation for his mother for life.

In later Will s items such as chests, rather than
trunks, are specified and together with clocks
become family heirlooms of value.

Finally Amyas Crump provided a light-hearted
slide show review entitled Trains, Boats and
Planes.

The Trains section included views of local
stations from Crediton, two carriages drawn by a
0-6-0 tank engine on the Mill siding, Cadeleigh
Station, West Exe Halt on an August Bank
Holiday and Tiverton.

The prestigious liners Queen Mary, Canberra and
Oriana were shown at their homeport of
Southampton, whilst the London Docks skyline
appeared to be punctuated with cranes in the pre-
container era.

The final selection of slides showed a rather
embryonic Heathrow in 1963 with Vickers
Viscount aircraft in BEA livery - an enjoyable, if
hectic walk down memory lane!

Barr ie Philli ps

TARTS news

Thorverton Amblers Ramblers and
Trampers

Saturday 15th December 2007

A good collection of TARTS and two dogs
enjoyed a walk around the Kill erton Estate. The
weather was fine although cold, but this was kept
at bay with Jean’s mulled wine and Maggie’s
whiskey mac – a very welcome treat. We had
some fabulous views of Kill erton House from
different angles, and also saw some great
examples of a badger's sett.

After we had built up an appetite we joined more
of our fellow TARTS for a Christmas dinner at
The Thorverton Arms. Delicious food, and the
chance to catch up with TARTS old and new in
comfortable surroundings, a fitting end to the
year. Many thanks to Jean for organizing the
walk and the meal, and for all her hard work over
the year in keeping us organized and up to date
with the latest events.

Forthcoming dates:

Saturday 5th January 2008: Long walk led by
Graeme Culshaw, meet at the Bell at 09.30 am
and walk off the excesses of Christmas!!

A meeting will be held in January to plan next
seasons walks and events, please keep an eye on
the Old Post Office window for the date, or your
emails for those on the maili ng list.
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T.A.R.T.S. weekday walks:

• local short walks (3 – 4 miles)
• regular exercise in pleasant company
• dogs welcome
• meet promptly opposite The Bell

Inn Thorverton

Please join us soon. We walk sometimes two
miles, sometimes three or four, usually fairly
locally.  If you'd like to lead us on your favourite
walk then please contact Heather 860419 (or
Jean or Caroline).

Keep an eye on Focus and The Old Post Office
window for walks and events In the New Year.

Caroline Prince

Nature Notes
Last month I mentioned that Mrs Folland had
been in touch about the arrival of an egret near
her house. Since her 'phone call I met her out for
a walk and she tells me a second egret has turned
up. The appearance of these two birds has
occurred over the past few years. Look out for
them in Dinnaford Street near the sheep dip.

At Upexe Clive King's cotoneaster trees have
been stripped of berries over the course of a
month by a flock of fieldfares. The fieldfares have
at times smothered the trees with their presence.
Jane King recently saw her first ever goldcrest, a
pretty little bird.

On 25 November I startled a bird on the ground
in the garden that was either a snipe or
woodcock. I did not pay enough attention to its
wing shape or manner of flight. These
characteristics would have helped with
identification. There was a snipe in the garden
several years ago. Nick Endicott told me he had
seen snipe in the marshy area off the footpath
between Raddon Lane and Dunsaller /
Berrysbridge. Nick also told me these birds will
fly from cover to cover, so maybe you will see
one about.

Robert Stephenson tells me that he is not having
as many woodpeckers visiting his garden as he
has had in the past. I must admit that the great
spotted woodpecker has not recently been seen at
the peanut feeder at our bird table. I assumed that
great spotted woodpeckers always ate at bird
tables (well, since they were invented). I read in
one of my books that during the severe winter of
1946-47 the great spotted woodpecker
discovered a new food source, the bird table and
has continued to use this food supply ever since.

Robert also mentioned that several years ago he
had a lesser spotted woodpecker visit the garden.
I have never seen this diminutive woodpecker.
Recent studies indicate that this bird may no
longer be breeding in the UK.

On 26 November a female speckled bush cricket
has settled on our front door. I saw it again on 6
December. The speckled bush cricket should not
be around this late in the year.

On 8 December Marion and Herbie Parr had a
tortoiseshell and a large white butterfly fluttering
around their sitting room. It is common for a
tortoiseshell to be aroused from hibernation by
the warmth of a room. I'm not sure what has
happened to this particular large white as it
should not hibernate in its adult (imago) form but
over winter as a pupa.

Whilst at their house we also discussed the
pheasants that are around the gardens at the
moment. I have had up to five feeding under the
bird table and Marion and Herbie have had up to
ten on their front lawn.

I asked Herbie if he had seen any foxes recently
and he had seen one, possibly two, on the hill side
behind the big barns between Little Hythe and
North Barn/West Court at Raddon. Three days
following this conversation, in the early hours of
11 December Mr Tod the fox was barking in the
hope of attracting a mate. I think I heard him
calli ng also in the evening of 13 December.

Jenny Garne
2 Lower Poole, Raddon, tel 860875
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Thorverton Parish Information
(Please notify any changes to the Editor.)

AIR AMBULANCE EMERGENCY - QUOTE NATIONAL GRID REFERENCE
RECREATION GROUND – Sheet 192 SS 923019   MEMORIAL HALL FIELD – Sheet 192 SS 926019

Bus services            See inside back cover
Carers' Suppo rt Group Anne Higman, Wyndham House Surgery, Silverton.   860034.

Meetings - 3rd Wednesday of month, Wyndham House, 2.30-4.30 p.m.
Church (C of E) The Revd. Douglas Dettmer, The Rectory, Thorverton.  860332

Church Wardens Peter Colebrook, Ockero, Thorverton.  861019.
Edwin Greed, Fortescue, Netherexe.  841231.

Consort Mary Thomas, 1 The Glebe, Thorverton.  860730.
P.C.C. Treasurer Royston Kershaw, 25 The Glebe, Thorverton.  860419.
Friends of Thorverton Parish Church Trust    Emmie Aird, Kirkfoard, The Berry, Thorverton.

Church (Baptist) The Revd. Maurice Harrison, 01884 258599.
Secretary Phyllis Langdon,  860932. Services, notice board or Focus.

Coun ty Coun cill or Cllr. Mr. M. Lee.  01363 772671.
District Coun cill or Cllr. Mr. R. M. Deed.  01392 861258.
Doctors Dr  Jon Wride & Partner / Drs Stead, O’Brien & Ziegler. Surgery times: see

below.
Electricity (Western Power) Report a loss of power: 0800 365 900   Bill Enquiries: 0800 365 000

Street lights 0870 556 1851
Friends of Thorverton & Silverton Surgeries     Christine Walker,  881501
Gas Emergency 0800 111999
Leonard Trust   Chairman: R. Hughes. Secretary: Mrs. E. Hughes, 3 Dinham Mews, Exeter   EX4 4EF
Library (Exeter Mobile)      EVERY WEDNESDAY, 2.55pm to 3.15pm  in the Quarry Car Park
Newspaper Reporter (Express & Echo)   Jane Ristic, 53 Silver Street, Thorverton.  860054
Parish Coun cil Chairman Cllr. Michael Ayre,
Parish Clerk Mrs Kate West, Great Pit Stables, Silverton.  861560.
Parish Coun cil Meetings 2nd Tuesday of month, at Baptist Church Schoolroom, 7.30 pm.
Parish Allotments Contact the Parish Clerk - 861560
Parish Coun cil Notice Board  Situated in School Lane, opposite the Thorverton Arms.
     IMPORTANT!- PLANNING APPLICATION NOTICES ARE DISPLAYED HERE.
Pension Service PO Box 93,  Plymouth  PL6 5WJ.      0845 60 60 265
Police Central Switchboard 24 Hours:  0845 2777444.
Post Off ice Portacabin (TCT Ltd)  Quarry Car Park, Thorverton  EX5 5NG.   860455

Mon. to Fri :  9 am.-1.00 pm.,    2 pm.– 5.30 pm.
Sat. :                           9 am.-12 noon      Sun.  closed
Business Manager:     Jill Blewett, Faircop, Jericho St, Thorverton
Company Secretary:   Heather Kershaw, 25 The Glebe, 860419

Public Telephon e Kiosk Opposite the Church, outside the Bell Inn, Dinneford  St.
Schoo l (C of E Primary)  (Acting) Head Teacher: Denise Woodgate   860374.
Schoo l Governors Chair: John Iffla  01392 851943

Clerk: Jane Ristic, 53 Silver St.  860054
Schoo l P.T.F.A. Chair: Deishan Luffman, North Barn, Raddon, Thorverton. 860016

Secretary: Marie Thomas, 01884 855275
Treasurer: Di Baker, 860426

South West Water 24 Hour Emergency: 0800 169 1144. 
         Helpline: 0800 169 1133.

Thorverton Mill ennium Chair: Dame Margaret Turner-Warwick, Pynes House,
Green Trust Silver Street  861173     Hon. secretary: Shirley Hoole.

Tiverton Volunteer Centre 28, Gold Street, Tiverton  EX16 6PY.  Judy Seymour, 01884 255734.
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Thorverton Organisations

Amateur Dramatic Society     Chair: Colin Marshall, 861228
Secretary: Sally Salter, 841740
Meetings - Last Wednesday of each month at the W.I. Hut.

Art Group Barrie Phillips, Crossmead, School Lane, Thorverton. 860529
Meet Fridays during term-time at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 am-12.00.

Arts Exchange Claire Cousins, Cubberley House, The Berry. 860438.
Monthly meetings in members’ homes at 8.0 pm. (see Diary)

Association Foot ball Club   Chairman: Andy Harris, 01392 851664
Secretary: David Gregory, 2 The Orchard, Brampford Speke, 841803.

Bowls Group Chair: Roy Clark, 860927.
Secretary: Ken Maynard, 3 Bullen Street, Thorverton.  860661

Bridge Circle Graeme Culshaw, 3 The Glebe, Thorverton 860203.
Meets 1st/3rd/5th Fridays at the W.I. Hut from 7.00 p.m..

Brownies’ Leader Marjorie Maynard, Bullen St. Thorverton.  860661.
Meet Fridays during term-time at the W.I. Hut, 5.30-7.00 pm.

Church Flower Club Meetings as advertised.
Cricke t Club Chair: Charles Kislingbury, Arley House, 19 Church St, Silverton.  860270

  Secretary: M C Denford, 14 Moorlands, Tiverton EX16 6UF 01884 255076
Fixture Sec: J Meredith, 190 Mincinglake Rd, Exeter EX4 7DS 01392 272504

Focus Magazine Chair: John Carter, Rewe.  841237
Editor: Neville Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062.
Secretary: Jane Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062.
Treasurer:  Barbara Uglow, 14 Cleaves Close, Thorverton. 860614.
 Focus deliveries – John Carter, Rewe.  841237

Friends of Silverton & Thorverton Surgeries
Coffee Mornings in The Royal British Legion Club, Silverton
held on the LAST THURSDAY of every month except December.

Golf Society Players of Thorverton Contact David Harlow. 860724
History Society Chair: Bill Stamper, Dunelm, Raddon, Thorverton. 860214

Secretary: Phyllis Langdon, Ferndale, Bullen Street, Thorverton. 860932.
   Website  <http://www.thorhistsoc.org/>

Ladies Group Meet 2nd Thursday of month,  (Venue and time - see Focus Notices).
Memorial Hall Committee  Chair: Mr Mike Shelton. Fir Tree House, Bullen Street. 861027.

Treasurer: John White, Waters Ford, Milford Lane. 860827.
Secretary & Bookings:  Jean White, Waters Ford, Milford Lane. 860827.

Memorial Hall Market 2nd Saturday of the month, at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 - 11.00 am.
Playgroup Contact: Laura Samuel (Chair) 861496.

Mon 9.30am-12pm, Tues/Weds 9.30am-12pm & Lunch Club 12pm-1pm,
Thurs 9.15-11.45am; 12.45pm- 3.15pm & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm. during term-time, at Memorial Hall.

Thorverton Ambling, Rambling and Tramping Society (TARTS)
Contacts : Caroline Prince 07749 775304 or Jean Brown 861176
See notices of walks in Old Post Office Window Bullen Street.

Todd ler Group Contact : Nic Fice 860318.
Wednesdays, during term-time, at the Memorial Hall, 9.45 a.m.-11.45.

Rainbo ws Contact Jean Pearn  860105, Penny Fice  861136,
Term-time, Tuesdays  4-5 pm at the W.I. Hut.

Royal British Legion Chairman / Hon. sec:  Bill Stamper,  Dunelm,  Raddon, Thorverton. 860214
Hon. Treasurer: Emmie Aird.

Women’s Institute Secretary: Susan  Maguire    01392 860631
Bookings:  Susan Maguire    01392 860631.
W.I. Meeting. 1st Tuesday of the month at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm.
Whist, 3rd Tuesday of the month, at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm.

W.I. Market & Coffee 4th Saturday of the month at the W.I. Hut. 10.00 am. to 11.00 am.
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Doctors’ Surgeries

THE EXE VALLEY PRACTICE

Dr JON WRIDE and Dr LYNNE ANDERSON

The Surgery, The Berry, The Surgery, 3 Coach Road,
THORVERTON EX5 5NT SILVERTON EX5 4JL
Tel: 01392 860273 (24 hours) Tel: 01392 860176 (in surgery hours)
Fax: 01392 860654 Fax: 01392 861598

Surgery Hours

Mon. 2.30  -   4.30   Mon.     9.00  - 11.00
Tue. 3.30  -   5.30           Tue.      9.00  - 11.00
Wed. 10.30  - 11.30  Wed.      -
Thu. 3.00  -   5.00              Thu.      9.00  -  11.00
Fri. 9.00  - 12.00              Fri.        3.00  -   5.00

The Surgeries are OPEN at the followi ng times

Mon.   8.30  - 12.45  &  2.00  - 6.00               Mon.      8.45  - 12.30
Tue.    8.30  - 12.45  &  2.00  - 6.00               Tue.      8.45  - 12.00
Wed.   8.30  - 12.45  &  2.00  - 5.00             Wed.        3.00  -   6.00
Thu.    8.30  - 12.45  &  2.00  - 6.00        Thu.          8.45  - 12.30
Fri.      8.30  - 12.45  &  2.00  - 4.00         Fri.           2.00  -   6.00

REPEAT PRESCRIPTIONS  (Monday – Friday)   Please note that 48 hours notice is required for ALL
repeat prescriptions. Repeat Prescription line:    01392 861622

WYNDHAM HOUSE SURGERY,  Fore Street,  SILVERTON,  EX5 4HZ
Telephone 01392 860034                   www.wyndhamhousesurgery.co.uk

Dispensary Hours:     Monday to Thursday:     09.00 – 13.00  &  14.00 – 18.00
                                   Friday:                            09.00 – 13.00  &  14.00 – 17.00

Please note The doctors are happy to speak to you on the phone instead of an appointment. Please
request this from reception when you telephone.

Dr Jonathan STEAD Dr Anthon y O’BRIEN Dr Emma ZIEGLER

Monday 09.00 - 11.00 08.30 – 10.30 09.00  - 11.00
                            15.30 - 17.30                         15.00 -  17.30                                                                     

Tuesday 09.00 - 11.00 09.00 -  12.00
                            15.30 - 17.30                         15.00 -  17.30                                                                     

Wednesday 09.00 - 11.00 09.00 - 11.00
                            15.30 - 17.30                                                                                                                    

Thursday 09.00 - 12.00 09.00 – 11.00
15.30 – 17.30

Friday 09.00 - 11.00 09.00 - 12.00 09.00 – 11.00
Alt. weeks *15.00 – 16.00 Alt. weeks

(Urgent cases only)*
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Bus services
Turner’s Tours / Carmel Coaches (bus 678)  Mon-Fri. 10.09 from The Berry and the Baptist Chapel.
Return 13.35 from Exeter bus station, Stand 5.

Cook’s Coaches (service 355), Stagecoach (service 55B) Mon-Sat (except Bank Holidays)
To Tiverton  9.02, 11.02, 13.02, 15.02, 17.32, 18.11 (55B) from The Berry and Broadlands.
Return from Tiverton bus station. 9.40, 11.40, 13.40, 15.40, 18.05.

To Exeter 8.00, 10.05, 12.05, 14.05, 16.05, 18.30 from The Berry and Broadlands.
Return from Exeter bus station. 8.40, 10.46, 12.40, 14.40, 17.10, 17.50 (55B).

Timetables for the 355 service are available at the Post Off ice.

Stagecoach 55 service runs every half-hour in each direction along the Exeter-Tiverton road, stopping at
the Thorverton turn.  Please consult Stagecoach 55 Group timetable for details of this service.

Stagecoach free service to Somerfield’s, Broadclyst, from Broadlands on Tuesdays 14.00.

Stagecoach offers a variety of concessions for regular commuters, shoppers, children, students and
jobseekers as well as one-day unlimited-use Explorer tickets. Further details from Stagecoach: 01392
427711 or 01803 664500 or www.stagecoachbus.com or www.devon.gov.uk/devonbus.

Devonbus Timetable Information: call Traveline  0870 608 2 608  Timetables avail able at the Post Office
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Diary 2008
Please notify FOCUS Editor of additions or changes.

(Email: focusonthorverton@yahoo.co.uk or phone Neville Lane on 861062)

JANUARY
Thu 10th Arts Exchange, Keys / Quays / Ki:s, 25 The Glebe, 8.00 p.m.
Sat 12th Saturday market, Thorverton Memorial Hall , 9.30 – 11.00 a.m.
Mon 14th Church Week planning meeting, Exeter Inn, 7.30 p.m.
Tue 15th Meat Bingo, Thorverton Memorial Hall , 7.30 p.m.
Thu 17th Church Choir practice, 7.45 p.m. (see page 10 for future dates)
Fri 25th Thorverton & District History Society, Thorverton W. I. Hut, 7.30 p.m.

AGM and Bill Stamper – ‘Going to School in Thorverton’
Sat 26th W.I Coffee Morning/Stalls. 10 a.m.

Burns Night, Thorverton Memorial Hall

FEBRUARY
Sat 2nd Curry Night Take Away / Eat in – Thorverton Memorial Hall

Godspell  concert, Thorverton Church, 7.00 p.m.
Tue 5th W.I Meeting: Heirlooms of the Future
Thu 7th Arts Exchange, Fish, Ockero, 8.00 p.m.
Sat 9th Saturday Market, Thorverton Memorial Hall , 9.30 – 11.00 a.m.
Tue 19th Bingo, Thorverton Memorial Hall , 7.30 p.m.
Fri 22nd Thorverton Art Group, Demonstration by Ray Balkwill , Thorverton Memorial Hall , 9.30 a.m.
Sat 23rd W.I Easter Coffee Morn/Stalls. 10 a.m.

MARCH
Tue 4th W.I Meeting: The History of Gardens
Thu 6th Arts Exchange, Atmosphere, Pynes House, 8.00 p.m.
Sat 8th  Easter Market Thorverton Memorial Hall , 9.30 - 11.00 a.m.

Easter Duck race ! Follows Easter Market on the Memorial Hall Green
Tue 18th Bingo, Thorverton Memorial Hall , 7.30pm
Sat 22nd W.I Coffee Morning/Stalls. 10 a.m.

APRIL
Tue 1st W.I Mosaics
Thu 10th Arts Exchange, Conundrum, Stable House, 8.00 p.m.
Sat 12th Saturday Market, Thorverton Memorial Hall 9.30 – 11.00 a.m.
Tue 15th Bingo, Thorverton Memorial Hall , 7.30 p.m.
Sat 26th W.I Coffee Morning/Stalls. 10 a.m.

MAY
Tue 13th - Sat 17th Church Week


