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Editorial

A busy month behind us and a busy one in
prospect as we get into the social whirl.  I felt
that it was a particularly good Church Week this
year with a few new events on the programme,
and of course with another excellent Arts Festival
in the Church.  Once again a birthday present
problem was solved in the Lane household.
Congratulations to all those who helped to make
it such a good week for the vill age.

In June our attention turns to the Country Show,
and I shall be hoping for good weather that
weekend.  (Incidentally, I am not intending to
enter my Jack Russell into the “fastest Bonio
eater” competition this year:  when we did enter
previously she had never seen a Bonio before and
didn’ t quite get the hang of what she was
supposed to do, picking it up and proudly
carrying it around the showground until we went
home!)

The news that Thorverton Post Office is not on
the list of those recommended for closure is a
relief, although as Alli son Toogood has pointed
out before that is not yet the end of the matter for
we still have to see whether the consultation

period will result in any changes.  Keep those
fingers crossed.

Chicken dance at the Tads review – photo by John
Spivey

Could I take the opportunity to remind
contributors that we don’t produce Focus for
August, so anything pertinent to August needs to
be with us in time for the July edition.

Nevill e Lane Editor
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Letters

From Sylv Gregory
The WI would like to draw the following to the
attention of the parents whose children climb on
the bank outside of the hut.
There are times when this bank is very slippery
and should your child fall they could break an
arm or leg. Worse still i f they were alone nobody
would be aware they were lying there injured. If
not injured they could give themselves a nasty
cut, as there is rusted galvanise plus bottles/cans
lying the other side of this bank.
While it is accepted that it is natural for children
to climb, the WI wish to make it clear that should
an accident occur they can not be held liable.

From all of us!

Congratulations to Reg Ayre and Tim
Colebrooke who completed the Ten Tor 55mile
challenge with the QECC team, also to Elli e
Adamiw and Ella Gale who completed the 35
mile with the QECC team. Team manager Tom
Blagden wrote a lovely account of the weekend
in the Friday 16th Crediton Courier.

From Jen Pascoe

I’d like to take a moment to sing the praises of
my Dad, Jack Andrews.  Many of you will know
his familiar face as he has lived in Thorverton for
most of his life, but I’m sure there are lots of
newcomers to the vill age who won’t recognise
the man who keeps the Rec looking so lovely.  I
know he will be cross with me for writing this as
he is a modest man who never looks for praise or
thanks.  But I think it’s amazing that at 79 years
young he still worries about keeping the football
pitch and children’s play area tidy for us all.

Every year he’s out in all weathers working hard
for us – and he does all this as a volunteer.  So
the next time you are passing the Rec why not
take a look at his handy work, or better still i f
you see him there why not go and say ‘hello’ .
That would mean as much to him as a pay cheque
and I know it would really make his day.

From Kit Cozens, Bullen Close

The death occurred on Friday May 2nd of Chris
Diamond (nee Hodge), aged 84, at Gunncliff
Nursing Home, Lowestoft, after a short ill ness.

Chris was christened, confirmed and married in
Thorverton Church.
Following her marriage to Bandmaster Warrant
Officer Leslie Diamond, she lived for many years
in Deal, where her husband was stationed at the
Royal School of Music.
She was the elder sister of Kit Cozens of No.4
Bullen Close.

From Peter Colebrook and Ed Geed,
Churchwardens

Starting with ferret racing and finishing with a
thanksgiving service at which we welcomed
Tania Markham as Headteacher of the school, it
was a very full week.  A quality display of the
talents of artists and crafts persons could be
found in the church, where one could also enjoy a
range of tasty, locally produced food and, on the
Thursday, be entertained by a variety of musical
offerings.

Cream teas courtesy of the WI on the Tuesday
were followed on Wednesday by a well-informed
expedition to the source of the pipe line that runs
through the Dinneford field and into the Dark
Lane reservoir, before the intrepid walkers
sought refreshment at Lynch farm.  At the
School, one could relive past times of the vill age
and its personalities in photographs and film.  On
the Friday, our memories were also stretched by
a quiz held in support of Christian Aid.
Saturday found us seeking shelter for the Church
Fair, which, nevertheless, drew a good turnout in
search of a bargain and a chat.  The day was
rounded off by a Variety Show, the stars of
which performed to a packed Hall.  What a
week!
Our thanks to all who worked so hard to make
this Church Week and Arts Festival so enjoyable
and to all who gave in so many ways.  Those who
took responsibili ty for the Festival, the catering,
the week’s events and the Church Fair, played a
part in these or made facili ties available, and
importantly supported the fund-raising, have
ensured that this remains a special community
event in which so many from the vill age and
beyond are able to share.  The week not only
helps maintain the continuing presence of the
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Parish Church but also highlights the contribution it makes within this community.

Thorverton Parish Council
Report of the May meeting of the Parish Council

AFFORDABLE HOUSING
A meeting was arranged for 20th May with the Church Commissioners agents, Falcon Rural Housing and the
Architect to discuss progress.  A Housing sub-committee meeting will be held after this.
The Chairman, Cllr Spivey and Dame Margaret attended a Rural Housing Seminar, which unfortunately
confirmed that mixed housing developments are viewed negatively by Planners.

VILL AGE SHOP/POST OFFICE
Cllr Crang reported that there had been two meetings of TRSA since the last Parish Council meeting.
Working groups were now looking at various matters such as a Business Plan and how the group should
organise itself – currently it is a club, with members being liable for debts.  Plans are for a shop/post office
with flat above, but these plans depend on the Parish Council providing a site in the car park, so TRSA
need to know on what terms this site will be provided.  This matter is to be determined at a future meeting.

PARISH PLAN
Cllr Spivey reported that the questionnaire should be printed by the end of the month as it was just awaiting a
revision of the covering letter.  The Memorial Hall would be inserting a document seeking public opinion on
another matter to share delivery.

PLANNING MATTERS
A. Planning Decisions received to date of meeting:
i. Ref: 08/00221/LBC Installation of 4 roof lights on rear roof and demolition of 2 internal walls, Court
Barton, Silver Street, Thorverton.  REFUSED due to excessive size and unsympathetic design.
ii . Ref: 08/00220/CLP Certificate of Lawfulness for proposed installation of 4 roof lights, Court Barton,
Silver Street, Thorverton.  AWARDED.
iii . Ref: 08/00333/FULL Erection of Single Storey Extension, Little Dunsaller, Thorverton.  APPROVED.
iv. Ref: 08/00396/HRN Hedgerow removal notice, Land at NGR 291516 102330, Lynch Farm
Thorverton.  PERMISSION GRANTED.
Planning Applications received to date of meeting:
i. Ref: 08/00601/FULL Erection of Garage, Cob End, School Lane, Thorverton.
ii . Ref: 08/0074/LBC Listed building consent for erection of summerhouse, Way Farm, Bickleigh.
iii . Ref: 08/00710/LBC Listed building consent for installation of 4 roof lights on rear roof and demolition
of internal walls (revised scheme).  Court Barton, Silver Street, Thorverton.
C. Other Planning Matters.
i. Ref: 07/01406/FULL Conversion of Barn to 2 holiday cottages, Lynch Farm, Thorverton.
NOTIFICATION OF APPEAL.

OTHER PARISH BUSINESS
The number of posters on telegraph poles around the vill age is becoming unsightly.  Please use the notice
board in School Lane, or at least remove notices if they are out of date.

The next Parish Council Meeting will take place in the Memorial Hall on Tuesday 10th June 2008 at
7.30pm.  An Agenda is displayed on the Parish Notice Board prior to meetings.

Kate West, Parish Clerk
Telephone: 01392 861560, email: Thorvertonclerk@aol.com

www .Thorvertonp arishcoun cil.oom
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District Council News
Concessionary Bus Passes
As many of you are aware, new Concessionary
Bus Passes commenced on the 1st April 2008.
There has been considerable disquiet over the
availabili ty of the new passes.
Firstly, passes are no longer issued to designated
individuals accompanying disabled passengers.
Secondly, instead of the passes being available
for travel, Monday to Friday, from 9.00 am and
for the rest of the day, they are now available for
travel from 9.30 am until 11.00 pm.  Travel on
Saturday and Sunday has no time restrictions.
These changes have resulted, in Mid Devon
alone, in bus services between 9.00 am and 9.30
am to 35 vill ages, no longer being available for
free travel to Concessionary Bus Pass holders.
17 of those vill ages no longer have any bus
service during the week where pass holders can
travel free, out of their vill age.
Within my Ward there are three affected services
in the morning and two in the evening.  From
Thorverton Vill age the 9.02 am no. 355 service
to Silverton and Tiverton is no longer free and
passengers would not be able to reach Tiverton
until 11.28 am, without paying.  From Bickleigh
the 9.21 am and from Cadbury the 9.26 am no.
343 service to Crediton is no longer free and
passengers would not be able to reach Crediton
until midday.  From The Ruffwell (at 9.02 am)
and The Fishermans Cot (at 9.09 am) no. 155
service to Barnstaple is no longer free and
passengers would not reach Barnstaple until
12.39 pm without paying.
In the evening from Tiverton, one would have to
catch the 9.50 pm no. 55A service to Bickleigh
and the Ruffwell or pay on the next bus at 11.50
pm and similarly from Exeter, catch the 8.50 pm
no. 55A service, otherwise, one would have to
pay from Stoke Canon on the 10.50 pm from
Exeter.
The Government part funds the cost of the
Concessionary Bus Passes with the balance
falli ng on the local Council Taxpayers.  When the
passes were first introduced the Government
subsidised fares from 9.30 am (Monday to
Friday) but within Devon (with the exception of

East Devon) the scheme was run by Devonwide
and free travel was available from 9.00 am.
Councils within Devon will review the Scheme in
October to establish whether any alterations be
made to availabili ty.
When you board a bus and use a Pass the local
authority where you board is charged for your
journey.  When boarding in Bickleigh or
Thorverton and travelli ng to Exeter, Mid Devon
DC pick up the cost of your journey out but
when you return from Exeter, Exeter City
Council are charged.  Travelli ng to Tiverton,
however, would result in your journey, both
ways, being charged to MDDC.  It follows, now
that the Passes are valid throughout all England
(including on buses in London), that Council Tax
payers in popular tourist areas will be paying for
a considerable number of holidaymakers’
journeys.  I understand the cost to Torbay is
likely to be around £500,000, in a full year.  This
figure is over and above the Government Grant.
Whilst I continue to work for the re-instatement
of a 9.00 am start for free travel I fear that the
additional cost is likely to be perceived to be
prohibitive.  I prepared a paper for MDDC on all
the affected routes in the District and will update
the situation when the Summer Timetables come
into play, this month.  The Chief Executive of
MDDC wrote to the six Bus Companies
providing services in Mid Devon, in April but
only received two replies.  In the meantime we
should count our blessings that some travel is
free, as for those that have to pay the cost is high.

Post Off ice Closures
And the Good News is that Thorverton Post
Office® is not to close under the present round.
Within Devon, 45 Post Office® branches are to
close, totally, with a further 38 branches closing
to be replaced with Outreach services.  There will
be four types of Outreach service: hosted,
partner, mobile and home.  The Post Office®
branch at Newton St Cyres, for example, will
close and be replaced by a Mobile service, which
will be available for 16 hours a week compared
with 46 hours a week at present.  Cheriton
Fitzpaine branch will close, replaced by a Mobile
service of eight hours a week compared to 20
hours at present and Kennerleigh branch will
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close with a Mobile service for five hours a week
compared with 15 at present.
Within the Mid Devon District only one Post
Office® branch will close without any
replacement service.  This is the Post Office® at
Exeter Road, Crediton.  Other Mid Devon Post
Office® branches to close, with a replacement
Mobile Outreach service are – Bow (14 hours
against 46 hours); Copplestone (12 hours against
37 ½ hours); and Yeoford (four hours against 41
½ hours).
Branches closing with an Outreach Hosted
arrangement are at Halberton with a service (in
the Vill age Hall) for seven hours a week instead
of 38 hours a week at present in a shop and at
Oakford, where there will be a service for two
hours a week, compared with 23 hours but in the
same premises.
I do have the details on the immediate future of
all of Devon’s existing Post Office® branches, if
anyone has any questions.  We are, of course, in
the middle of a six-week discussion period on
Post Office® branch closures.  If a branch
successfully overturns a closure decision then
another branch, in that locality, will have to close
instead.  I have those details as well.

As I have said elsewhere, we must count our
blessings.  It is up to everyone in Thorverton and
its environs to continue to support the Post
Office® branch in Thorverton.  As they say “if
you don’ t use it, you’ll l ose it”.

Cll r Bob Deed

Police Author ity L iaison Meetings

Devon and Cornwall Police Authority aims to
regularly hold public meetings so that people can
make clear what is important to them about
policing the area.  Meetings give the opportunity
to meet senior local police officers, discuss local
policing and community safety issues and ask
questions.
The nearest meetings to Thorverton are as
follows (all meetings start at 7.30pm):
Tuesday 17th June, Honiton Community College
Tuesday 1st July, Exmouth Community College
Thursday 2nd October,Two Moors Primary
School, Tiverton
Wednesday 8th October,Boniface Centre,
Crediton
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Thorverton Memorial Hall News

AGM and PUBLIC MEETING

 At the AGM on 8th May both the Chairman and
Treasurer voiced their concerns over the future
of the existing building. Despite the excellent
hiring income during the year this had not met the
maintenance costs. We are constantly being told
that hiring income should cover running costs,
but, with the continuous expenditure needed to
maintain a building which originated in the 1880s,
the fees we would need to charge would price us
out of the market. We are in a catch twenty two
situation.

Problems which currently concern the Trustees
include:-
1. Roof spread in the main hall which is pushing
out the South Facing wall.
2. The condition of the roves.
3. The electrical wiring.
4. The inefficient heating system.
5. The inadequate storage facili ties.
6. The inadequate Bar/Catering facili ties for
major functions.

The cost of tackling these problems has led the
Trustees to consider the possibili ty of totally
rebuilding the Hall. Advantages of a rebuild
include a solution to all the above problems, the
abili ty to design facili ties which could provide the
School with somewhere for Physical Education
classes, provision of a separate meeting room etc.
Also any new build would be VAT free.

The support and encouragement we have
received since the AGM for this idea has been
very encouraging. Once the Country Show is
over we will be seeking the views of the vill age
and, if we have your support, will apply for grant

to set the ball rolli ng. We also need to know what
facili ties you would like to see in a new Hall. We
want to keep the character of our vill age Hall

Saturday Market & Big Breakfast
The Market takes its annual break this month as it
makes way for the Country Show. We hope to see you
all up at the Show site over the weekend.

100 Club Draw Winner for May
£50 – Dave & Sue Harlow

Draw Winners for May were:
Duck Dinner John White
Fruit Box Chris Cole
Tin Toffees John Taverner

Coun try Show
We hope our star acts this year, Smokey the Fire
Engine and Kagemusha Taiko will provide an
ideal attraction for Fathers’ Day. We also have a
Dog and Duck display, Falconry, Terrier Racing,
a children’s entertainer, Family Dog Show etc.
Please contact Jean White if you or anyone you
know would like to purchase a family ticket. We
will have a special offer on family tickets
purchased before 7th June.
Would you like to earn a free pass to the Show?
There are a number of ways of doing this. You
could sell £25 worth of Draw tickets before the
weekend, help set up/clear up the site or give us a
few hours of your time over the weekend to help
with the Car park, gates, selli ng programmes,
draw tickets, man stalls etc. Please contact Anji
Hartnell-Todd if you could help.
We have Posters and Car Stickers spare so if you
could find a place to put either to help advertise
the event please coll ect them from Waters Ford.
We are delighted that “The Thorvertones” have
agreed to play at our Saturday Evening Dance.
Once again there is no entrance fee for this event
which is held in the Bar Marquee.
We look forward to seeing you at Ratcliffe Farm
over the weekend of 14th & 15th June.

Half Price Voucher for Children’s
tickets – see the notice board page!

Reg.Charity No. 203776
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Fashion Show

Following the success of our Fashion Show held last October we are holding another show on Friday 27th June. This
will be held at the Thorverton Memorial Hall with the doors opening at 7.00pm and the Show commencing at
7.30pm.

We are opening the Hall on Friday 20th June between 5.00pm & 8.00pm so you will be able to bring along items you
would like to sell on a 50/50 basis. With this in mind there is a form enclosed with this Focus for you to complete
and bring with your items.

If you need more forms or are unable to come along on the 20th please ring Jane King on 07921 380 200 and we can
make other arrangements.

We shall also be very pleased to hear from anyone who would like to model on the night of 27th or who would like to
help before or on the night. Please also ring the above number.

We will show and put up for sale, new or nearly new clothes, shoes, hats, bags, fashion jewellery etc. All i tems must
be in a good clean condition, (washed or dry cleaned – if applicable). Shoes must be clean and in good condition.
Also, we are unable to take winter clothes etc, it has to be seasonal. We cannot take nightwear, underwear or
children’s clothes and reserve the right to refuse any item if we feel i t will not be saleable.

We look forward to seeing you all on the 27th for what we hope will be another good evening.

So come on Ladies – sort out your wardrobes
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Notice Board

THORVERTON
COUNTRY SHOW

SMOKEY THE FIRE ENGINE
KAGEMUSHA TAIKO

FALCONRY, DOG & DUCKS
FAMILY DOG SHOW
TERRIER RACING

Stalls- Craft- Vintage Vehicles etc.
Children’s Entertainer

14th & 15th JUNE
Ratcliffe Farm

10.00- 5.00

Tickets £5 (adults) £3 (chil dren)
Ring 860827 for special offers

Reg. Char ity No. 203778

THORVERTON
MEMORIAL HALL

BINGO

   

Tuesday 17th June

Eyes Down 7.30pm

Lots of prizes to be won.

Reg. Char ity No. 203778

Rain or Shine Theatre Company
Presents

The Winter’s Tale

 The Amenity Area
Memorial Hall

Saturday 5th July

Performance 7.30pm
Gates open 6.00pm

Tickets £12 (Children £5)

Tel. 01392 860827 for tickets

Bring a picnic and a c hair or rug t hen have a
great night out

Reg. Char ity No. 203778

THORVERTON  COUNTRY SHOW

HELP!

Selli ng Draw Tickets & Programmes
(free entry if you sell £25 Draw Tickets)

Sett ing up Wed/Thurs/Fri
Clearing up Monday

Help with Car Parking etc over weekend
Also Wanted – Books and Bric-a-brac

Please contact Jean White or a committee
member if you can help

THORVERTON COUNTRY SHOW

This voucher entitles up to 2 Children
(age 14 and under)

 to pay
½ price on the gate (£1.50 each)

on either Saturday or Sunday
when accompanied by a paying adult

The Voucher may only be used once
Reg. Charity No. 203778
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THORVERTON MOTHER & TODDLER
GROUP
 
We have recently re-located the Toddler
Group from the Memorial Hall to the W.I
Hut.  The group became so popular, we had
to find more space for the children to play. 
The ladies of the W.I  allowed us to move to
their premises which has meant that we can
continue meeting. 
 
We would love to see more Parents and
Toddlers at the Group, now that we have
moved means we can accomodate more
children and if there is anyone who just
fancies coming alone for a cup of tea and a
chat, you are more than welcome. 
 
I would also like to thank the ladies of the
W.I and in particular Sylv Gregory for
making us feel so welcome, the W.I Hut is
looking great Sylv!!
 
Toddler Group is held every Wednesday
Morning from 9:45-11:45 during Term Time
at the W.I Hut.
Hope to see you there.
 

Nic Fice



Focus on Thorverton 10 Vol. 39  No. 6 – June 2008

Thorverton Arts Exchange

At Arts Exchange meetings we share our
enthusiasms for writing, music, painting, film,
craft etc. with one another.

Usually there is a theme to our choices, but
occasionally an individual member will take
responsibili ty for a whole evening.

The meetings take place in members’ homes at
8.00 p.m. The next meetings are:

June 26th Italy,  Newcourt Farmhouse, Silverton
July 24th Dance, Garden Cottage

New members are always welcome.
For further information contact

Claire Cousins at Cubberley House, The Berry
(860438)

Church Consort Practices

Thursdays, 7.45 p.m. in church
June 29th

July 3rd, party on 10th

Junior Consort Practices

Mondays 3.30 pm. in school
June 16th, 30th
July Party 10th

Who Am I?

I am a company with a little more than 600
employees and, allegedly, the following statistics:

• 29 have been accused of spouse abuse
• 7 have been arrested for fraud
• 19 have been accused of writing bad

cheques
• 117 have directly or indirectly bankrupted

at least 2 businesses
• 3 have done time for assault
• 71 cannot get a credit card due to bad

credit
• 4 have been arrested on drug-related

charges
• 8 have been arrested for shoplifting
• 21 are currently defendants in lawsuits

• 84 have been arrested for drink driving in
the last year.

Still wondering?...Interesting company?...Want to
work for them?...

…It’s the 635 members of the House of
Commons.

[would that be the same organization that churns
out hundreds of new laws each year designed to
keep the rest of us in line?]

For a job application pack, apply online:
www.gov.uk/jobs.  I hope that your application is
successful;  it may be the only way you ever get
your money back from them.
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 Parish Church Services and New
The Church of England

welcomes you!

June
SERVICES & INFORMATION

The Netherexe Parishes
A Mission Community in the Diocese of Exeter

REVISED PATTERN OF SERVICES FROM JUNE
The Parochial Church Council s of the group have implemented a revised pattern of Sunday services with eff ect from
June, so please carefull y check the li stings in this month’ s i ssue as some service times have changed.  Detail ed
information is in the May editi on of vill age magazines.  Everyone is always welcome at all services in the group, no
matter which your parish!  If there is no service at your local church on Sunday, please join us at another.

JUNE 1       Tr inity 2

9 am Holy Communion (C) at Huxham  RP

10 am Famil y Service & Holy Communion (C) at Newton St Cyres  SM

10 am Holy Communion (C) & Baptism at Thor verton  DD

10 am Service of the Word at Upton Pyne  Lay-Led

11.15 am Holy Communion (T) at Cowley  JB

11.15 am Service of the Word at Rewe  DB & AB

5 pm ‘ Service with a Smil e’ 
�

 at Stoke Canon Jubil ee Hall  For all ages

6.30 pm Joint Service of the Word at Br ampfor d Speke  RP

6.30 pm Evening Prayer (BCP) at Pol t imore  DD

JUNE 8       Tr inity 3

8 am Holy Communion (BCP) at Newton St Cyres  DD

9 am Holy Communion (T) at Upton Pyne  RP

10 am Holy Communion (C) at Stoke Canon  DD & JD

10 am Holy Communion (T) at Thor verton  AS
Please note – ‘ At Your Service’ at the Country Show next week

11.15 am Holy Communion (T) at Rewe  RP

6.30 pm Evening Prayer (BCP) at Cadbur y  DD

6.30 pm Evening Service (SW) at Newton St Cyres  RP

JUNE 15       Tr inity 4

10 am ‘ Service with a Smil e’ 
�

 at Br ampfor d Speke  For all ages

10 am Service of the Word at Cadbur y  GS & BB

10 am Holy Communion (C) at Pol t imore  HW

10 am Service of the Word at Stoke Canon  VM & DP

10.30 am ‘ At Your Service’ 
�

 at  the Count r y Show, Ratcli ff e Far m, Raddon, Thor verton
Please note – thi rd Sunday this month only

11 am
Note time

Holy Communion (C) at Newton St Cyres  DD & RP.  Patronal Festival – St Cyr & St Julitta
Lunch foll ows in the Par ish Hall (booking essential , see detail s in church)

11.15 am Holy Communion (T) at Upton Pyne  AS

6.30 pm Evening Prayer (BCP) at Huxham  DD
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JUNE 22       Tr inity 5

9 am Holy Communion (T) at Br ampfor d Speke  DD

10 am Holy Communion (T) at Cadbur y  RP

10 am Holy Communion (T) at Cowley  JB

11 am Joint Morning Service at Thor verton Bapt ist Church
11.15 am Holy Communion (C) at Rewe  RP

5 pm ‘ A Celebration of Creation’ at Pol t imore  A contemporary service reflecting on God’ s wor ld
and our care for it .  Everyone is welcome

JUNE 29       St Peter ’ s Day

11 am Joint M ission Communi ty Service at St Peter’ s Church, Br ampfor d Speke
Holy Communion (C) & Welcoming of Mrs Hil ary Dawson as Assistant Curate  DD & SS

Everyone is invited to this joint service for all the parishes at Brampford Speke Parish Church, and to the
bring-and-share lunch which foll ows in the Vill age Hall .  If you plan to stay for lunch, please bring a
main course and/or a pudding to share

JULY 6       Tr inity 7

9 am Holy Communion (C) at Huxham  DD

10 am Famil y Service/Holy Communion (C) at Newton St Cyres SM & HD

10 am Holy Communion (T) at Thor verton  CH

10 am Service of the Word at Upton Pyne  Lay-Led

11.15 am Holy Communion (T) at Cowley  JB

11.15 am Service of the Word at Rewe  MJ & GS

5 pm ‘ Service with a Smil e’ 
�

 at Stoke Canon Jubil ee Hall For all ages

6.30 pm Joint Service at Br ampfor d Speke Bapt ist Chapel  RP

6.30 pm Evening Prayer (BCP) at Pol t imore  DD

Dail y Services   Usual pattern – please see the Sunday leaflet for daily services each week

Tuesday – Friday 7.30 am Morning Prayer at Tho rver ton
Tuesday 6 pm Evening Prayer at Rewe
Thursday 5 pm Evening Prayer at Newton St Cyres
Saturday 8.30 am Morning Prayer at Tho rver ton

Last Wednesday
of the month

9.30 am Holy Communion (BCP) at Tho rver ton

DD = The Rev Douglas Dettmer, Priest-in-Charge
RP = The Rev Richard Potter, Associate Minister

JB = The Rev John Benton
BB = Mrs Bridget Boxall
DB = Mr David Boxall
AB = Mrs Annabel Branney
CC = Mr Chris Cook
JC = Mrs Jane Cook
JD = Mrs Juli a Dall en
HD = Mrs Hil ary Dawson

CH = The Rev Chris Hughes
GK = Mrs Gwynneth Keehner
SL = Mrs Sue Longridge
JM = Preb John Mapson
DP = Mr David Perrott
VQ = Mrs Valerie Quinn
SM = The Rev Sue Martin
VM = Mrs Valerie Mill s

MJ =Mrs Maureen Owen-Jones
JS = Mr John Sandford
GS = Mr Guy Sheppard
SS = The Rev Sue Sheppard
AS = The Rev Alan Simmonds
KS = The Rev Ken Strachan
PW = The Rev Peter Webb
HW = The Rev Harold Whitty

Famil y Services of the Word marked 
�

 are led by Lay Teams
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Home Groups
Everyone is welcome at any of our fellowship and study groups

SUNDAY.  Study Group at 9 Old Barn Close, Stoke Canon or Berrydene, Exeter.  7.30 pm on the th i rd
Sund ay of the mont h.  Con tact Maureen Owen- Jon es (01392) 841085

WEDNESDAY.   Home Group at Low Orchard, Ratsloe, Poltimore.  7.45 pm on al ternate Wedn esdays
(Jun e 4, 18 etc .).  Con tact Jane & Chris Cook ( 01392) 841484

Home Group at 20 Silver Street, Thorverton.  Wednesday each week at 7.45 pm during the school term; feel
f ree to come weekly or fortn igh t ly.  L iz & Steve Rend le (01392) 860780

Wednesday Gathering at The Seychelles, Upton Pyne.  7.45 pm on al ternate Wedn esdays (Jun e 4, 18
etc.).  Don Hanson (01392) 851295

THURSDAY.  Fellowship Group at Autumn Haze, Rewe.  7.30 pm f i rst Thu rsday of t he mon th (exce pt
Augu st) – see b elo w.  Sue & Guy Shepp ard (01392) 841284

Fell owship Evenings at Rewe
We meet on the f i rst Thursday of the month at Autumn Haze in Rewe at 7.30pm – this i s open to anyone, whatever
church they attend (or none).

For the rest of 2008 we will be looking at and discussing the Channel 4 programme “Priest Idol ” .  This i s a series of
three television programmes f i rst shown in Nov 2005, which foll ows attempts to save a church facing closure in
Lundwood, near Barnsley.  In order to all ow time for discussion, we will l ook at half of a programme each time; they do
divide obviously.  The discussion notes we will be looking at after viewing the programmes aim to help viewers ref lect
on some of the lessons learned at Lundwood and apply them to thei r own church situations.  All welcome.

The dates for these sessions are:
Thursdays 5 June; 3 July; 4 September; 2 October; 6 November; 4 December

All at 7.30pm – Autumn Haze, Rewe – There is no parti cular worry i f you can’ t make each session; as i s common with
many TV programmes there is an ample résumé of what has gone on before at the start of each programme.

The eagle eyed amongst you will have noted that we have omitted August – as we have done in previous years we do not
have a study meeting in August, but instead treat all and anyone to a barbecue which this year will be on Sunday 3rd

August from 12 noon, also at Autumn Haze, Rewe.  A ll we ask is that you can bring a salad or a pudding and something
you would li ke to drink (we will provide beer!).  There will be a pot for voluntary donations, which will go to Rewe
Church funds.  We would be deli ghted to see anyone there f rom the village and the wider Mission Community; this is an
open invitation which is not just for those who come to the Fell owship Evenings.

Further information from Sue & Guy Sheppard �  841284.  Email :  autumnhaze@supanet.com

From the Par ish Registers   To mid-May

Funerals       Ronald Thomas (April 2 at Exeter Crematorium)
& Bur ials      Keith Simpson (April 17 at Exeter Crematorium)

Joan Keating (April 18 at Brampford Speke)
Willi am Fraser (May 1 at Exeter Crematorium)
Joan Dymond (May 15 at Exeter Crematorium)

Our Mission Community’s Name
Following the joint meeting of the Parochial Church Councils on May 8th and considerable thought and discussion in
PCCs over the past months, our group of eight parishes with its eleven churches (each of course retaining its existing
name) now has a ‘f amily’ name for the Mission Community as a whole.  Congratulations to:

Would you li ke a li ft to chur ch?
May we offer you a lift to the parish church or to a joint service elsewhere?  For transport to Sund ay serv ices
from locations in Thorverton parish, please ring Steve Rendell on (01392) 860780.  To arrange a lift to the
weekday Holy Comm un ion  at Thorverton on the last Wednesday of the month, please ring Margaret Turner-
Warwick on (01392) 861173
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THE NETHEREXE PARISHES
A Mission Community in the Diocese of Exeter

‘Nether’ means ‘ lower’ (as in the Netherlands); the name points to our geographical setting in the lower valley of the
Exe and its tributary river systems.  Netherexe church, in the heart of the countryside at the centre of the group and a
place of living spirituali ty, is the smallest of the eleven and thus, in lending its name to the whole, ill ustrates the good
Biblical principle that ‘ the first shall be last and the last first’ !  DD

From the Revd. Richard Potter
Testing Times

By the time these words are read we shall know which
teams have won the first Cricket Test at Lords, the FA
Cup, the Champions Cup, the Premiership and other
football championships, Exeter City’s crucial match
at Wembley to decide which in League they are to
play next season, and innumerable other sporting
fixtures across the country and the world.  In just a
few weeks the eyes of the world will be upon China as
thousands of people, individuals and teams, will be
coming together for the Olympic Games, all seeking
the glory of a gold medal.  The essence of sport is
competition against others.  The winner comes to a
contest which is, li terally, a “test against” , first of all
against himself or herself, and next against the
opponent.  The same applies to a team contest or to a
series of contests.  Sportsmen and women often spend
a great deal of time and effort in training but the
actual contest is the thing which really matters.

I am writing in the week when many thousands of
children all over England are taking the SATS tests
which help to determine their own educational
progress, the professional reputation of their teachers
and the place of their schools in League tables.  There
is a great deal of debate about our present system, but
hardly anyone would advocate an educational system
without some form of testing.  Those concerned with
further education or employment want to know how
pupils have absorbed the educational work of schools
and also how they have coped with the challenge of a
test or an exam.

For most of us, li fe is full of tests.  Our cars have to
face the annual MOT (except when they are very
new).  Before we get a Driving Licence we have to
take the Driving Test even though we may have
learned to drive with a very experienced and
competent instructor.  Most of us drink milk which
comes from cows which have been tested against
disease.  Our food suppliers, whether small l ocal
shops or huge supermarkets have been regularly
inspected to ensure that both the stock and the systems

are up to established standards.  We expect that our
doctors, surgeons and many other professionals, have
been quali fied by a rigorous sequence of tests.  We are
horrified if trains or planes have accidents because
there has been inadequate testing of the machinery and
of the staff and procedures.  Many people face regular
assessments of the effectiveness of their jobs and their
personal performance.

We often grumble about details of tests – they are too
strict, or they are not strict enough, or else they are
ineff iciently applied – but most of us accept that in a
modern civili zed society we have to allow some
standards to be applied for everybody.  We cannot
pick and choose which tests we should accept and
ignore others.  It would be interesting what would
happen if we each decided how much Income Tax or
Council Tax we should pay while still expecting the
same services from national and local government!

At a personal level, there are also tests which we
should apply to ourselves in our relations with God
and each other.  In marriage, whether civil or a
Christian church wedding, there are commitments
which we make to our partners which must be
accepted before we can be declared man and wife.   In
the baptism service the candidates are expected to
declare publicly that they turn away from evil , turn
towards Christ as Saviour and Lord, and that they
aff irm their faith in God.   At a funeral it is customary
to meditate on the quali ties of a person’s li fe (usually
with an emphasis on the positive ones!) and for many
people of faith there is the concept of the Last
Judgement when we will have to answer to our Maker
for our use of the li fe he has given us.  (Some
religions have the belief that we shall immediately
return again to earth to begin another li fe – king,
beggar, animal or less - and that the nature of this new
li fe will depend on the manner in which we have lived
the last one.)  In one of the Christian creeds we
declare that Jesus Christ will come again “ to judge
both the quick (i.e. the living) and the dead”. The
great hope which Christians hold is that although we
can none of us expect to “pass the test” at the Last
Judgement because none of us can match God’s
absolute standards, however saintly we may be,
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nevertheless the love of God as revealed in the li fe
(and especially the death) of Jesus should allow us to
aff irm the positive in our lives while receiving
forgiveness for the bad.

Just as we should encourage our children to face their
SATs with confidence and to show off what they have
learned, I hope that we too can make the most of the
positive aspects of our lives.  I hope that sportsmen
and women, at every level, will strive to win, but even
when they do not win will continue to compete and
find satisfaction.  In the same way, in our personal
lives, we all have a final test to face, but frequently
fail to match our standards (or even the standards of
our God) but we should not allow ourselves to be
overwhelmed by our failures, but rather make the
most of our time, our abili ties, and the people we meet
in this li fe.

 I hope you enjoy watching the Olympics, Wimbledon,
the Grand Prix races, the Open Golf, and all the other
sporting tests – not to mention the rest of the Cricket
season (rain permitting).  As we watch others face the
tests in their chosen sports let us not forget the tests
which face us all .

With good wishes to you all .
Dick Potter

Administrative Manager
Required

THE NETHEREXE PARISHES
A Mission Community in the Diocese of Exeter

Many of you will have already heard that our Mission
Community will be recruiting an Administrative
Manager, part-time for 15 hours per week, hopefully
to start work in September.  The aim is to find
someone who can take charge of the administration
and finance, releasing the clergy who do much of that
work at the moment.

To keep you informed, we are starting the recruitment
process now.  Our intention is to advertise in mid June
in the local press but, through the parish magazines,
we hope to give advance notice to anyone within our
community who may be interested in the post.  The

important thing is to get the right person for the job.
The key responsibili ties will be:

Finance and administration: maintaining accounts for
the Mission Community.

Routine admin including correspondence,
photocopying, fili ng.

Co-ordinating the activities of the Mission Community
and its volunteers

Acting as secretary to the joint parochial church
council meetings.

Communication: proactively promoting Mission
Community activities; generating material for the
parish magazines; maintaining and updating the
website.

As the Mission Community is part of the Church of
England structure, the post requires close working
with the clergy, parishioners and diocesan
representatives.  Candidates will need to be
comfortable with the ethos of the Church and its
community and be prepared to project its image to the
wider public.

A detailed pack including job specification and
application form is available.  If you know of anyone
who might be interested in the post please ask them to
contact Martin Harvey (Tel. 01392 841399
email:mh@hulfordltd.com) or Jenny Hanson (Tel
01392 851295 email:
hansons@langford.eclipse.co.uk)

Walk and Talk Silverton

The Walk and Talk programme for the summer is well
under way.  All walks are free.  They are intended to
be friendly walks so that we can improve our health in
a sociable way.  There are moderate walks - normally
of between 2 and 4 hours, taking between 1 and 1½
hours - fortnightly on Tuesdays and short walks -
normally of a mile or two, taking 30-40 minutes -
weekly on Wednesdays.  The walks all start outside
Silverton Community Hall at 10.00.  In June the
fortnightly walks are to Kill erton on June 3rd and to
Thorverton (!) on June 17th.  For more information
please contact Wendy Protheroe on 01392 356914 or
07891 999270.
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Arts Festival

It’s always hard to know how to say thank you to
the army of Thorvertonians who make the
Festival possible.  For one week the church is
transformed into a gallery, displaying more than
300 paintings and many, many craft items. Each
year there are new exhibitors and new ideas! Our
lovely building lends itself to the colourful and
varied displays, and there is good food available
all day in the north transept, throughout the
week, prepared by an excellent team led by Anji
Hartnell Todd. Elspeth Holmes and the Flower
Club add the finishing touches to the exhibition
with their splendid arrangements.

Thanks are due to the men of the vill age who put
up the boards (and later clear them away again)
and to some of the boys, too; to the stalwarts
who hang the pictures, including new recruit Sue
Renison; to all the volunteers who man the desk
and patrol the church throughout the week; to
Barrie Philli ps who does all the printing with such
good humour; to Eleanor Attfield; to David
Ashworth who checks the figures; to the Focus
team who so kindly assemble the catalogues; to
Bob Swaffield for the hours spent on the
computer; to Barabara Uglow and Penny Fice for
providing a magnificent cake for the draw; and to
Barry Dearmer for both stewarding and amassing
boxes to improve the presentation of exhibits.

Those of us who went to see Alex Fice’s
exhibition of photographs and memorabili a of the
vill age  spent a most enjoyable time in the school.

The DVD recordings recalled vill age events of
the 60s and 70s. Penny and her friends provided
delicious scones and cakes.

Many other people should be thanked,
particularly the team who cope with the
administrative work behind the scenes, during the
months leading up to the Festival. Preparations
start in October, when we send out our
invitations to potential exhibitors. Heather
Kershaw has shouldered an enormous amount
throughout the year and Jean Brown, Jane
Flaxington, Shirley Hoole and Rosemary Stoyle
have very kindly checked endless data on the
computer.

We were so very grateful to the large number of
volunteers who spent several hours meticulously
checking and labelli ng all the craft goods before
the opening day, and who enabled us to allow our
contributors to take home their remaining
artefacts by 6.30 on the last evening. If you have
not actually helped to clear the church, you
cannot possibly imagine the satisfaction and
relief, when the last load of boards trundles away
in Ed Greed’s box, for storage in one of his barns
until the following year!

The organisers of the Arts Festival would
particularly like to thank John White for his
kindness. John made it possible for us to borrow
tables from the hall and did not merely supply
them, but brought them to the church in his
trailer - a wonderful help on a day when the usual
team was exceedingly hard-pressed!

Finally, thank you to all the Thorvertonians who
supported the Festival and to the kind people
who made donations.

The provisional total raised is…
£5,438.75!

Next year’s Festival is scheduled to take place
from the 12th to 16th May, 2009.

Helen Pope
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Church Week
A sincere thank you to all who helped and
supported the events in Church week.
The ferret racing was a real family evening, and a
heavy shower during the 7th race didn’ t deter the
race goers. So thank you Phil and Ingred for
manning the BBQ all evening, to Geoff and Ken
for  running the tote, for Angi for doing what she
is so good at, commentating, and to you all who
came and joined in the fun.

The WI ladies in “ The return of the scarlet
women” put a lot of time and effort into their
cream tea afternoon and many people attended
and with the option of eat- in or take- away the
scones and cream soon disappeared, thank you
all.

On Wednesday evening 20 people started in the
Bury to walk through Dinneford meadow to learn
how  the water gets to the vill age. This was a
very informative walk, and we ended with a glass
of wine on Lynch Farm lawn. Many thanks to
John Spivey and Nick and Louise.
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At the end of the week there was the opportunity
to see displayed in the School the marvellous
exhibits that Alex Fice has collected over the
years of Thorverton.  An immense amount of
time and energy had gone into displaying his
collection which was well worth seeing, and we
all saw someone we knew. Thank you Alex and
Penny.

The weather forced us to hold the fair inside this
time and we are always very grateful to Tony
Cole for letting us use his barn.
Well,,  if you didn’ t get a ticket to the variety
show you really did miss out!! What talent this
vill age has!!! I haven’t laughed so much for ages
and I’m still giggling at some of the jokes. Thank
you TADS and all.

To think that all this is happening in the same
week  the Church is an Art gallery and the vestry
a cafe is just amazing. Thank you Thorverton.
On Sunday in Church we all did say “thank you”
and “welcome” to Tania Markham the new head
teacher of our school. From Tina Ayre and Ed
Greed.

Church Week Refreshments 2008

Phew, it was busy this year!  We raised a
staggering £2,553.60 absolutely amazing!

But, it's all down to the generosity of this
wonderful vill age. Without your support this
fantastic figure could have not been reached, so I
say a huge thank you to everyone who kindly
gave to our worthy cause. This month I am going
thank our main suppliers, next month I'll let you
in on all the cappers!  First and foremost I must
thank:
The Exe Valley Farm Shop ~ Russell & Keron
who were amazing! And lovely Emma Wardle,
who kindly asked many, if not all of their
suppliers, if they would contribute to the

refreshments. She had a fantastic response. Dairy
suppliers, Langage Farm, donated 5lbs of their
delicious clotted cream, West Hill Farm, gave us
4kg of lovely clotted cream, as did Dunns Dairy
too. Proberts Bakery gave us 5 loaves of their
tasty white bread. Brendan Hill s Craft donated a
huge tub of their delightful strawberry jam. Miles
Tea donated 240 of their refreshing tea bags. Gill
Perry donated 5 loaves of whole meal bread and
5 granary loaves too, all delicious! Pete Marshall
donated 25kg of the finest Estima Potatoes. Our
pickles, pickled onions, chutneys and cheese for
our ploughman's were donated by Clive and
Martina Hamblin, which all came from the farm
shop. Aunties Cakes, donated two wonderful
cakes, and we purchased some lovely crusty
bread and rolls too. Russell gave Sarah Crawford
some watercress on Tuesday, which she dutifully
turned into some tasty watercress soup. We are
so lucky to have the farm shop on our doorstep,
it’s so refreshing to shop there, and beats a haul
to the impersonal supermarket any day. Thank
You Russell, just as last year you were a star.
Next we must say another huge Thank You to
The Tiverton Hotel, Rhys Roberts & Claire
Heaven-Ince, who very generously donated our
entire supply of posh navy and white napkins as
well as all of our plastic cups. I can tell you we
went through hundreds, so we are indeed truly
grateful to you both. Then we must thank
Stephen & Alison Toogood and "Not the Vill age
Shop" despite a few teething problems came up
trumps in the end! Graham & Pam Palmer
donated all of our milk, and we used gallons of
the stuff, so a huge thank you is needed there.
Birthday Boy Roy Barton not only shared his
special day with us, he donated loads of items on
our shopping list, through the Toogoods. Thank
you Roy, you are a very special person. XXX .
Next it's the vill age pubs who all donated to our
worthy cause! John Mann at The Exeter Inn
donated our 300 butter portions. The Bell Inn,
Maz, Kenny, Margaret and Noel donated our
gravy for the week and also supplied our Branson
pickle for the sandwiches. Thank you all very
much. Then there's The Thorverton Arms, Garth
& Melissa Pearce, who donated some of their
delicious leek and potato soup, it was a real hit
with our customers, thank you to you and your
chef. Claire Marshall who works at the Arms
donated five of her award winning quiches. They
were delicious Claire thank you.

Finally for this month it's the shopping list, and
what huge list it is too! I would like to extend my
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grateful thanks too…V Ann Holden, Lila & Sid
Backhoue, Frank & Alice Selley, Doreen Beer,
Judith Penny, Geoff & Lee White, Anne
Coombes, Cath Dill on, Loreen Large, Serena
Stevenson, Julie Cornwall, Jemma Hughes, Lue
Ashworth, Jane Ristic, Carolyn Johnson, Rick
Todd, Ricki Hartnell-Todd and Emmie Payne-
Cook. I haven’t even got on to the donations,
baking or staff yet, it's a mammoth list and
everyone is as important as the next, you have all
been so kind and all deserve a mention. So next
month, I will cover the rest of my list.

However, I feel I must say a heartfelt Thank
You, to the wonderful team of volunteers who
work tirelessly through Church Week. The week
would be nothing without you. God bless you all
especially my wonderful "wingman/person" Mary
Thomas, she is without doubt one of my very
best friends and I adore her. Mary is most
definitely my second in command and I could not
work without her. Thank you so much Mary, you
were just awesome! Such a sense of humor, boy
did we laugh!

Add to this Jan Hambly, Claire Heavan - Ince,
Majorie Maynard, Jean Thomas, Sybil Tulloch,
Mary Ette, Beryl Grace, Tina Ayre, Penny Fice,
Jules Jeffery, Jemma Hughes, Karon Murphy,
Hilary Dovell, Stella Barron, Jacx Lewers, Dors
Jones, Nancy Jones, Lyn Marshall, Sarah
Crawford, Sarah Addicott, Sue Lake, Sue
Kingdom, Roseanne Benn, Lucy Brooks, Rachel
Hannaford, Mary Grist, Sue Harlow, Maggie
Paine, Ivor Payne, Sue Renison, Abby Ford, Lue
Ashworth and last but not least our newest
recruit Amelia Armstrong, who joined the team
for the first time this year and was instantly a hit
with the lunchtime gentlemen! Soon to be
married to the lovely Jamie, Amelia was, and is
an asset to the lunchtime team. The whole team
wishes her and Jamie a long and very happy life
together and good luck for the forthcoming
wedding.

Lunch times are hectic and believe it or not we
had six of us on duty over that period, with four
members of staff in the wee kitchen and two front
of house. We tried not to keep anyone waiting
for a table, but on no less than three occasions we
literally, had them queuing in the aisles! (That's,
queuing in the aisles, not rolli ng in them!)

If by chance, I have missed someone off please,
please forgive me. I promise to make amends
next month with a huge slice of humble pie, with
clotted cream of course. It never ceases to amaze
me just how wonderful this lovely little vill age is
and how lucky we are to live here. Help came
from all over the place! Thank you everyone from
the bottom of my heart.

Anji Hartnell -Todd

Legal Eagle

Most of us will have seen, at some time or
another, advertisements extolli ng the virtues of
taking out a policy of insurance with the Norwich
Union. Glossy TV and colour supplement adverts
abound.  Now a tale from the flip side.

In 2000 Mr and Mrs H decided to have a
conservatory added to their house at a cost of
£14,000.  Mr and Mrs H raised the money
needed to pay for this by way of further advance
on their existing mortgage. They also took out
Mortgage Protection Assurance underwritten by
the  Norwich Union. The policy offered
additional protection to provide a lump sum, ‘ if
you are diagnosed as having a specified critical
ill ness during the policy term (if this option is
selected at the outset). Mr and Mrs H both
selected to add the ‘critical ill ness’ protection.

In 2004 Mrs H was found to be suffering from
two malignant brain tumours requiring extensive
surgery followed by a period of intensive
chemotherapy. This, in turn was followed by a
period of radiotherapy.

Mr and Mrs H contacted the Norwich Union with
a view to making a claim under the critical ill ness
provision of Mrs H’s policy. In response, the
Norwich Union requested sight of Mrs H’s
medical records. Mrs H agreed to this request.
Mr and Mrs H completed a claim form which
they lodged with the Norwich Union.

In February 2005 Mrs H received a letter from
the Norwich Union rejecting her claim. The
ground for rejection being that the medical
reports which had been received from Mrs H’s
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doctor indicated that there had been a non-
disclosure of material facts.

 Contracts of insurance are known as ‘contracts
of the utmost good faith’ . This simply means that
the parties are under a strict duty to deal fully and
frankly with each other. Applicants must
therefore disclose to the insurer all facts which
are material to the proposed risk. Material facts
are those which in this instance would have
influenced the decision of the Norwich Union to
grant the cover applied for and if it decided to do
so, the terms upon which it was prepared to grant
the cover.

If an applicant fails to disclose, or misrepresents,
a material fact and this induces the insurer to
accept the risk, the legal remedy available to the
insurer is to ‘avoid’ the policy from the date of
the non-disclosure/misrepresentation. In other
words, the insurer is entitled to treat the policy as
though it never existed. This usually means that
the insurer will return the premium(s) and no
claims will be payable.

The rejection of her claim came as a complete
surprise to Mrs H and caused her considerable
distress. Further investigation revealed that Mrs
H’s medical records indicated that she had
suffered from depression in 1992 and 99/2000.
To her knowledge Mrs H had never been
diagnosed as suffering from depression and had
never been treated for depression. Mrs H’s
doctor wrote on her behalf to the Norwich Union
explaining that the medical profession uses the
term ‘depression’ to cover anything from work
related stress (for which Mrs H had been treated)
to clinical depression.

Unfortunately the Norwich Union were not to be
moved and the inevitable  correspondence
followed. In advance of Mrs H’s claim it was
pointed out that a person can only be expected to
disclose something of which they are aware and
as Mrs H was unaware of the fact that she had
been suffering from ‘depression’ she could not be
expected to disclose the fact. The Norwich Union
appeared to have some difficulty with this fairly
straightforward line of reasoning and continued
to reject the claim.

Finally it was agreed that the matter should be
referred to the Financial Ombudsman Service.
The initial adjudication rejected Mrs H’s claim;
the adjudicator was of the view that the Norwich
Union had not acted unfairly or unreasonably; nor
was the adjudicator satisfied as to the explanation
for the non-disclosure and concluded that it had
affected the Norwich Union’s decision to
underwrite the policy. Accordingly the
adjudicator felt that the Norwich Union was
entitled to avoid the policy and reject the claim.

Mrs H appealed against this finding on the basis
that the adjudicator ‘ failed to take account of the
argument that she did not and still does not
believe that she suffered from a mental
condition/depression in 1999/2000, and that she
could not reasonably be expected to disclose
something that she was unaware of’ . It was
further argued that if the Norwich Union would
have, as they had previously indicated, provided
cover, albeit on different terms, it would be unfair
for it to avoid the policy completely when the
condition for which she was claiming had nothing
to do with the condition which the Norwich
Union was claiming that she failed to disclose.

The Provisional Decision of the Ombudsman was
delivered on the 19th June 2006. He ordered the
Norwich Union to reinstate the policy and deal
with the claim in accordance with any policy
terms and conditions as were applicable. He
further ordered the Norwich Union to pay
interest on the amount payable under the policy
at the rate of 8% from the date of the initial claim
to the date of settlement.

The Norwich Union having agreed to abide by
the Provision Decision, the Ombudsman was able
to publish his Final Decision on the 19th July
2006. The date has some significance given that
the application form in respect of the policy was
signed on the 18th July 2000.

Again, one feels that this matter was only seen
through to a successful conclusion by the
willi ngness of Mr and Mrs H  to challenge the
view taken by  the Norwich Union and not to
allow themselves to be brow-beaten into
submission during what was an incredibly
stressful time for the whole family.

Clive Hamblin
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School Report

As the half-term draws to a close we are very
busy preparing for exciting changes that will be
happening at Thorverton C of E Primary School.
In the half-term holidays the builders will be
arriving on site to begin work on extending
School House to give us a fabulous new
classroom which will be spacious, light and airy -
it will be a wonderful learning environment for
our youngest children.  We will also have a new
ground floor office for Veda, children's toilets
and a disabled toilet.

Whilst the work is going on Class 1 will be
taught in the classroom and Veda and I will have
to wear hard hats and high visabili ty jackets to
enter School House and get to our offices, the
site foreman has also informed us that we need to
wear sensible shoes!  As a school we are making
the most of the opportunities that living and
learning in close proximity to a building site
brings.  The whole curriculum for this half of the
summer term will be based on the building
project.   For instance, in maths the children will
be calculating amounts of materials needed,
investigating area, perimeters and volume, in
Design and Technology children will be looking
at structures, in music the children will be
composing and performing music using
instruments created from the workmen's tools
and building materials, in ICT children will be
keeping a digital diary of the building work and in
literacy children will be engaging with various
texts linked to change and responding to these
texts in a variety of ways.  These are just a few of
the creative ideas that the staff of the school have
come up with, there are many more exciting
learning experiences planned for the children,
including site visits wearing their own hard hats
and high visibili ty jackets!

We will be holding an Open Day in the Autumn
term to celebrate the opening of our new
classroom and we hope that lots of you come
along to join in the celebrations.

Tania Markham
Headteacher

A selection of work from Thorverton’s
schoolchildren:

My Dream
 
My dream is to become an athlete in the
Olympics and win a gold medal in the pole vault. 
To win I will need to:
practise sprinting really really fast
build up my stamina
practise high jump at Exeter Harriers every
Tuesday
at my next school, join an athletics club
concentrate on pole vault
apply for small competitions within school
leave school
apply for small tournaments eg Commonwealth
Games
try to win the Commonwealth Games
apply for Olympics
win a gold medal
become well-known and famous
become a pole vault coach

Saoirse Healey (age 9)
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The Transition Programme

In ICT Year 6 have started the Transition
Programme.  The Transition Programme helps year 6s
settle into QECC.  We've started a project here that
we will continue in QECC.
The programme is set up on the school portal and we
each have a homepage.  There are forums on the
website in which you can post sensible questions
relating to your project and everyone can give you
their ideas.  Our project is about healthy li festyles and
I have chosen to focus on safe sport.  So far, I have
posted some questions and started thinking about how
I will present my findings. 
I think that the project is a good idea because it is
about moving on to your new school and it makes
things not so scary.

Megan Pearn (Aged 11)

Summer Poem
 
Trees sway children play
This is a perfect day
Everybody having fun
People lying under the sun
Flowers open
Words are spoken
It's a beautiful day!

Pretty colours everywhere
Drips of ice cream over there
The sun is out
Give a shout
Swimming in my pool
Summer's so cool
It's a beautiful day!

School's out
Give a shout
Run around
Make a sound
The leaves are green
People are happy and not mean
It's a beautiful day!

Rowena Garne (age 10)

PTFA Fashion Show

A thank you to all who came to support the
PTFA fashion show.  An excellent turnout of
around 80 women (and one male photographer, a
certain John Spivey) saw an entertaining display
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of fashion modelled by some of Thorverton’s
best.
.

Thanks to  Karen Murphy, Clair Heaven-Ince, Liz
Rendell , Stella and Hilary Dovell for braving the cat walk

Thorverton Post Office Update
You will have by now heard the very good news
that it appears we are safe in this round of
recommended closures; Thorverton is in the list
of Post Office branches to remain in the Network
until the next review in 2011. The final
confirmation will be received in July after the
current public consultation has finished.

We are very grateful to Alli son Toogood and her
staff for their hard work and cheerful service
through this diff icult period.

 The outline planning application made by TRSA
(Thorverton Rural Services Association) in
January with the Parish Council’s agreement,
gave us the evidence we needed to show PO Ltd
our real intent to provide suitable long-term
premises.

And a big thank you to all of you for your
support. Don't let up now. We still need you and
will continue to do so.

Making use of as many of the PO services as you
can is most important.

Supporting TCT Ltd as a subscribing member, as
well as buying newspapers and stationery, helps
to pay overheads for our PO and keep the whole
business 'up and running.'

Being  proactive in helping towards and taking an
interest in having/keeping a shop here in
Thorverton in the long-term is vital; we
desperately need more permanent premises.

Please become a TCT member soon. Talk to PO
or TCT Ltd staff or ring the Secretary Heather
Kershaw 860419 for further information.

Others have fought hard for what we have
now.

Please don't let it die.

Heather Kershaw

Poetry
Last month I mistyped Doreen’s poem, so here
it is again with all lines present (I sincerely
hope) – Ed.

The Wonder of Creation
 
When I hold a poppy seed
Upon my outstretched hand,
I am fill ed with wonderment
That this minute seed expands,
To bring forth to the light of day,
Scarlet, satin petals, set in green display
And I am fill ed with great elation
At this miracle of creation.
 
When a dry and browning acorn
I rescue from the ground,

Again I'm fill ed with wonder
Of magnitude profound,
That in this dehydrated shell there lies
A mighty tree, to sweep to the skies;
So I assist its cultivation
And share continuing creation.
 

When a mountain peak I view
In its soaring majesty,
Emotive teardrops fill the eyes,
So moved I am to see
The natural glory of our world
Which our creator has unfurled,
Spreading beauty near and far
From dawn's first blush to eve's bright star.
 

Doreen Beer
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I don't believe it!

Whatever next! With both Police and Trading
Standards struggling to keep society on the
straight and narrow, a recent comment from a
verbally challenged chef regarding imported out-
of-season fruit and vegetables could result in the
setting up of a dedicated Nationwide Anti-
asparagus force.
With our borders so porous to ill egal immigrants
and career criminals the chances of arresting
Peruvian asparagus barons must be minimal.
However, world trafficking in out-of-season
produce is big business and has got out of hand.
We often don’t even bother to eat our own
native-grown in-season produce, and the
prospect of this years soft fruit crop being left to
rot on the ground, due to lack of foreign labour,
is scandalous - particularly when many of our
urban youth roam the streets with, apparently,
nothing better to do, and our prisons are
overflowing.
World trafficking in out-of-season produce to
more affluent countries, with its impact on carbon
emissions and global warming, does not always
help the impoverished people of the producing
county as much as we might imagine.
Large scale growing of fruit, flowers and
vegetables in sunny, but frequently arid regions
often worsens pre-existing water shortages for
local people.
We are effectively wasting milli ons of litres of oil
air freighting thousands of tonnes of water from
drought-ridden countries to wet countries, which
is not a very sensible use of either resource.
Whatever happened to seasonal jam making,
bottling and pickling, with Granny’s panic dash to
the hardware shop for replacement seals for her
army of reusable Kilner jars?

The Memorial Hall Trustees at the AGM
reported a catalogue of structural and other
problems with the ageing building and increasing
maintenance costs.
They intend to seek the views of Parishioners as
to whether now is the appropriate time to plan
for its eventual replacement.
Thorverton has been fortunate having two halls in
the vill age and a number of other venues (pubs,
clubs, school and churches) for our leisure time
activities.

Both halls have a cherished and jealously
protected history, but perhaps now may be the
time to answer a more fundamental question.
Does a vill age like ours, with a relatively small
population, need two vill age halls and can we, in
the longer term, sustain both?

Commentator

A response to last month’s “ Commentator” :

As a Chartered Structural Engineer
practicing throughout the south west of
England I have been involved in timber frame
design for many years.  I wish to comment upon
your Commentator's misguided remarks about
the so called "chipboard boxes being nailed
together in various parts of Exeter".  
 
One, let me lay to rest any concerns about the
chipboard, because it ain't chipboard!  The board
to which the Commentator casually refers is
Oriented Strand Board type 3, or OSB/3, the
most common of which is Sterling Board.  There
are 3 basic qualities ranging from 1 (low) to 3
(high) again depending upon glue quality.  OSB
is a highly engineered composite board that has
been in use in the construction industry for over
well 20 years.  Our Scandinavian cousins have
been using it for a very long time, (the kings of
timber construction).  It is very durable, strong,
light-weight, easy to use, structurally sound with
inherent rigidity and integrity, & excellent
thermal properties.  Think of the fuel bill s each
winter!
 
Two, naili ng has been the most common form of
structural fastening over the last few thousand
years.  It used to be with timber pegs, then iron
nails.  It was done by skill ed carpenters &
artisans who, using their spatial skill s &
judgement could eye up the required number of
nails needed to make the necessary joint strength,
sometimes coupled with highly developed timber
jointing techniques.  Whilst many of these skill s
have been lost for ever, naili ng is still a perfectly
acceptable & well engineered method of jointing,
better still i f the joints are properly structurally
designed by an appropriately qualified engineer!
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Three, timber structures are well designed for
fire-resistance.  As in all cases for fire-design,
the principle is to give time to get out.  The most
common ignorance about timber is that it burns
so well, when in fact it is an insulator, but if you
really want a good home fire burn steel, once you
get the core temperature up it will burn your
house down faster than anything, ever heard of a
thermal lance?  It is bundled steel bars with
oxygen blown through them and ignited with a
fuel.  Timber in fact chars forming carbon, an evil
substance & probably the third most evil  known
to man, after tobacco (1st) and alcohol (2nd).  It
is known as the "Charring Factor", & it insulates
the remaining timber from further burning by
reducing the rate of burn, something that has
been known for many years in most countries.  I
could show the Commentator a picture of a
melted steel frame being supported by a charred
timber subframe if required!  (Think of 9/11). 
Ever found that stubborn lump of wood still i n
your fire place the next morning because it didn't
burn through?
 
Four, with the costs of construction surpassing all
previous rate rises, timber construction is both
cheap, renewable, & sustainable!  (One plants
more trees).  It is the answer to many housing
issues for cost effective housing solutions.  Light-

weight also means less concrete in the ground for
foundations, saving more materials.  Whilst there
have been many poor examples of this
construction in the UK, mostly through ignorance
& cost cutting, timber is an ideal construction
material if designed & built well.  Most
Scandinavian, American, & Canadian homes are
built from it.  As are many in Africa, India, &
China.  In fact it is the most common building
material worldwide.  I would add that the UK
needs to remove some 7 milli on tonnes of timber
from its woods & forests each year, just to keep
them healthy!
 
Five, pre-fabricated housing, using principally
reinforced concrete, was a good idea poorly
executed due to poor forward thinking, poor
detaili ng, poor finishing, a lack of technology, &
little or no insulation & so expensive to heat. 
That's why after so many years of this
"temporary" housing solution has all but gone! 
They were often cold & damp, not conducive to
healthy living.
 
Hope this helps clarify things & no I wasn't
involved in any of the works in Exeter.
 

Alan Hannaford C.Eng/MIStrucE

Thorverton and District History
Society

Much of the recent archaeology work in Devon
stems from the requirement that developers are
responsible for the conservation of any remains at
the site. Developers may opt either to preserve
the remains where they are or to excavate and
record them. Stephen Reed of the Devon County
Historic Environment Services described the
examination of some of these sites and brought to
the meeting some of the objects found.
 
A typical example occurred near the mediaeval
castle at Hemyock. Removal of the site topsoil
showed that it had been dumped on top of a dark
layer of older earth in which there were pieces of
broken pottery probably thrown away by the
people living around the castle. Something of

their lives can be deduced from these artefacts
and chemical analysis can give clues to where the
pots were made.
 
Evidence has been found at North Hill , west of
Cullompton, and near Hemyock of the making of
iron. The ingredients, ore, charcoal and sand are
present but only a trace of the furnaces. It is
believed that the furnaces were about the size of
a dustbin with a hole in the side to admit air from
bellows to intensify the fire. The high
temperature produced a liquid slag that was
allowed to run out of the furnace and cool down
into solid lumps leaving the metal iron inside.
Heaps of the waste slag have left aside but some
has been used in the building of local houses. Iron
loses its magnetic properties when it is molten 
but regains them on cooling becoming a weak
permanent magnet pointing in the direction of the
Earth's magnetic field. At Burlescombe, material
has been found that has not been moved since
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iron working was abandoned so its magnet is
pointing to the position of the magnetic north
pole at that time. The direction of the pole
throughout history is known so by examining the
magnetism of these remains their age can be
estimated. The extraction of iron and the making
of iron tools in our area extended from early
Roman to mediaeval times.
 
Many of the traces of the past that have been
found have obvious origins such as a shoe from

the bottom of a well or the footprints of cattle at
Westward Ho! Clearance of a coastal site where
early ships had unloaded yielded pottery
including a fragment of a decorated Roman
amphora that had lain covered by blown sand.
Less clear is the purpose of mounds, found at
Burlescombe Town Farm, of stones heated in a
fire and then put into large quantities of water to
warm it.  Since Roman times there must have
been a lot of activity in Devon to have left such a
wide spread of finds of archaeological interest.

Ken Rose

The Exe Valley Film Society

If you haven’ t experienced an evening with “The Exe Valley Film Society” in the Brampford Speke Vill age Hall , you
are missing a treat.  Enjoy a great film in a warm hall with complimentary popcorn and great company. What more
could you ask for!!!

The next film is “ L ife is Beautiful” on Thursday, 179h June 7.30pm for an 8.00pm star t.
Bring a glass and a bottle of your choice

Membership per person will cost £24.00 a year and there will twelve films, each one showing on the third Thursday
of every month.  The doors will open at 7.00pm and the film will commence at 7.45pm.  Members will be able to
invite guests at £2.50 per guest and members children under 16 years of age will be able to attend suitable films

accompanied by an adult for £1.50 per child. There will also be the occasional special matinee for member’s
children, the young at heart and their invited guests.

Help us compile a new list of films for 2009, we have already had a number of requests for the “Kite Runner” .  Have
you a favourite film that you think we should show?

For further information please phone
Mary or Emma 840072 ~ Sue 841785 ~ Roger 841765

Film Society Future Films

17th July                “Babel”
21st August           “The African Queen”
18th September     “Little Miss Sunshine”
16th October         “The Bone Collector

20th November      “Chocolat”
18th December        “Notes on a Scandal”
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Womens' Institute

We thank everyone who supported our coffee
morning and extend a special thanks to qualified
masseur Jane Flaxington.

The draw winners were
1. Chicken dinner,   Mrs M. Stevens.
2. Salad basket,       Miss C. Buckingham.
3. Bottle of wine,    Miss S. Maguire.
4. ‘Gill s’ Fruit Tart Mrs M. Helley
5. Gardening Tools Mr T. Langabeer.

Winner of the ‘Paddle Steamer’ cake was Mrs M.
Parr.

Mrs M Noon attended our May meeting where
the Annual Resolutions were discussed.  A ‘Ban
on Bottom Trawling’ which causes a catastrophic
loss of marine life was the first to be discussed.
The second was the ‘ Inappropriate Imprisonment
of the Severely Mentally Ill ’ .

Elizabeth Redler won the competition for a very
colourful item along with the cup for flower of
the month.

NEW!

Fancy a cuppa without visiting the
kitchen?

Then come to
‘Chatter Café’

Situated in the WI Premises
every  Monday noon during June/July.

2-30-4

A Date For Your Diary

Thinking of visiting The Eden Project this year?
Don’t fancy the trouble and strife of driving?

The WI ladies are running a trip there on Tues
August 19th The following prices include
admission: -

Adults £19.99
Seniors£17.00

Children  £13.00
Under 5’s £9.00
Students  £15.00

(In fulltime education with student ID if over 18)
A £5 non-returnable deposit is required for each

seat booked.
For further details please contact Sue Maguire on

 01392 860631 (Not Wes Eve)
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A request from the WI!

Following a visit from 'Health and Safety' we
have been informed that we have four electrical
items that should be PAT tested. If anybody has
one of these testers, or knows of somebody who
has, I would be grateful if they would contact me
on the following number 01392 860183

Charity No. 229868
Sylv Gregory

TARTS news

Thorverton Amblers Ramblers and Trampers

Saturday 3rd May 2008
A walk with a difference, we started with a visit
to the deer farm at Cadbury, organized by Jim,
and met with many different breeds of deer, such
as the Japanese Sika aswell as the more common
Red deer and Roe deer. Mike, the manager of the
farm, was so knowledgeable and enthusiastic
about his deer it was infectious, and some of the
deer were so tame especially Kelly who walked
along with us for some of the way, no doubt
encouraged by our packed lunches and large
packet of biscuits Mike was carrying. Afterwards
we walked up to Cadbury Castle for lunch and
then around the woods at Fursdon.

Forthcoming dates:
These dates are at present provisional, but there
will be a poster up in the Old Post Office window
as soon as they are confirmed, and all those on
the TARTS email li st will be sent an email. If you
would like to be included on the list please email
Caroline at caggy72760@yahoo.com.
  

June 21st   
July 5th 
July 19th
August 2nd 
August 16th 

All walks meet outside The Bell at 0930, and are
suitable for dogs unless otherwise stated.

T.A.R.T.S. weekday walks:

• local short walks (3 – 4 miles)

• regular exercise in pleasant company

• dogs welcome

• meet promptly opposite The Bell
Inn, Thorverton

June: Tuesday 10th at 10.00am,
Wednesday 25th at 10.00am

July: Thursday 10th at 10.00am
Please join us soon. We walk sometimes two
miles, sometimes three or four, usually fairly
locally.
If you'd like to lead us on your favourite walk
then please contact Heather 860419 (or Jean or
Caroline).

Golf Society Players of
Thorverton
Sunday 27th April Standard Stableford
Competition .

Weather forecast not very good  at all  but John
Mann’s seaweed was damp so we knew it would
be ok, so 2 three balls and 2  four  ball s set off f or
the cut and thrust of tournament golf, the
onslaught of verbal taunting and the back
stabbing was never far away as the lads struck
there balls with the venom required, and here are
the results .

FIRST PLACE, with 22 Pts Scott (Boom Boom)
Hassler  I was lucky enough to be drawn in
Scotts group and he played really well, in fact I
believe this is the highest points total in society
history, he hits a ball an awful long way that’s
where the nick name comes from, good smack
Scott well played .

SECOND PLACE, with 21 Points  the ol’ fox
Geoff (The Professor) Bulley  just one point
away, another very good round of golf, Geoff
very well played but Geoff & Scott you do realise
that Rusty’s scissors will be out for you -you will
not be left as you were .
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THIRD PLACE, with 17 pts the old grey fox
himself John (magic shoes) Mann a very good
score for an ancient wonder, also just missing out
on Rusty’s scissors .

DONNA Y TROPHY .
Winner here again is Andy (Precious) French
with yet another  AIR SHOT go on like this
Andy  you could end up a Pil ot .

TWO’S WINER .
Our Leader Russell (I don’ t know how he does
it) Ball, especially when there was only £ !0 in the
pot, this meant that Rusty had to close one of his
off shore accounts to pay the bar bill , he is so
unlucky even when he wins, well done .

TARTS TROPHY (Annaka)
This was won by Colin Anderson usually due to
the shortest drive but this one was different . I do
not know on what hole but I was told that Colins
tee shot went as high as any ball as ever been
before, after about a minute and a half the ball
returned very close to where he had hit it, then he
had to wait a further two minutes before he could
play as it returned as a ice cube .

BRICK ON A STICK .
Max Sercombe wins this coveted trophy, you
know what they say Max the more you practice
the luckier you get, well played

OTHER COMMENTS
The new handicap system is now seeing its first
casualties with Scott & Geoff getting cut how
many, I do not know, another nice day see you
next time .

MONDAY 5th May STABLEFORD
COMPETITION

A nice warm Bank Holiday Monday morning
awaited our assortment of humans who going to
try to get round this commando course without
breaking down in tears from there  eff orts .

FIRST PLACE,
Professor Geof Bulley        with 18 points, again
you might say, yes he has been winning a lot
lately , some think he may turn pro at the end of
the year, which year we do not know, well played
Geoff .

SECOND PLACE
Our very own leader  Rusty Balls  with  17 Points
this is a very good result for Russ as he had to
play most of this round carrying an injury, well
played .

THIRD PLACE
Andy (Precious) French & Magic Shoes himself
John Mann  with 15 points .
These two are joined at the hip,  they do seem to
spend a lot of time together, John has said he is
looking forward to the French trip,  so they can
have more quality time.

DONNA  Y  TROPHY .
John Mann  again, with one of his several
wayward shots on the second hole, actually hit
our leader Rusty on the back  if I had not  called
Four and Russ had not turned away I believe we
could be in litigation as we speak, that is how
Russ got his injury .

BRICK ON A STICK
Maxy Sercombe  has got this trophy again, but
we are getting there Max hang in there, also they
do say bad publicity is better that no publicity at
all .

TARTS TROPHY (ANNIKA)
John Mann again, shortest drive he measured this
himself,(we were watching,) said it was 35 yards
but you know John has little legs so put it at 15
yards, well played Magic .

Bits & Pieces
No Twos today, The draw has been made for the
Individual Matchplay, complete before end of
May please, Handicaps will be on the board as
from 6th May - please check prior to your match .

Bob Hyde

Are any of these your subjects?

Biochemistry/Cell
Biology/Chemistry/Microbiology/Biology in
Action,Histology,Nerve and Muscle/Animal
Osmoregulation.

I have books on the above for sale.
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If interested please contact 01392 860183 All proceeds to go to Thorverton WI

Nature Notes

Reptiles
There have been several sightings in April and
May of slow worm, grass snake and adder. On 26
April my daughter Rowie saw something moving
inside our outhouse. It was a very slender grass
snake, roughly 2 foot long, a lovely olive colour
with the characteristic bright cream/yellow
marking around its head. It obligingly slithered
into a bucket and was very alert, hissing and
making striking movements with its head. I
carried bucket with snake to our wildlife pond
and let the snake sli ther away into the grass bank.
On 11 May when driving down Raddon Lane
Clare Heaven Ince stopped her car to let a grass
snake continue its way across the lane.
In late April while walking in the Quantock hill s
Jane Flaxington saw an adder.
On 8 May in Thorverton churchyard John Spivey
spotted a slow worm some 10 inches long.

Birds
On 27 April while I was hanging out the washing
I noticed a chaffinch carrying nesting material. I
watched it fly into the rambling rose that covers a
rose arch spanning the garden path. I walked
beneath the rose arch and looking up found an
exquisite cup shape nest. As I write this Mrs
Chaffinch is sitting on her nest, her tail sticking
out beyond the rim.
The robin family has fledged, the speckled
youngsters almost full grown.
The swifts returned to the vill age exactly the
same time as last year.
Blackcap and whitethroat have been singing
away. I can hear the Blackcap also singing in the

gardens of Raddon Cottage and Hazel Cottage
across the paddock from our garden. I’ve yet to
discover where it nests and not for certain
identified any fledglings it may have reproduced.
Colin and Alison Marshall report that the great
spotted woodpecker returned to their nut feeder
on 16 May and again on 18 May, an absence of
almost five months, the last time it visited was
Christmas Day. The food supply in the wild is
now being hard to come by, so keep putting out
the bird food.
The kestrels are breeding at Upcott Barton again
this year.
Has anyone heard the cuckoo?

Butterflies and Caterpillars
By the first half of April last year, when we had
those warm sunny days, many of the early
butterflies were on the wing such as the speckled
wood. This year I did not see the speckled wood
until 3 May while walking through a wood full of
bluebells on the Fursdon Estate (TARTS walk).
The speckled wood is one of the species whose
numbers have dropped according to data
recorded by the UK Butterfly Monitoring
Scheme, operated by Butterfly Conservation and
the Centre for Ecology and Hydrology. The
decline is due to the rain last summer that
affected their breeding season.
I have not seen the numbers of caterpill ars about
as I did by this time last year. There was a drinker
moth caterpill ar in the garden on 4 May, half
grown and feeding up ready for pupation.

Other Insects
Conspicuous by their absence! No St Marks flies
and no May bugs.

Wild Boar
Fred Trott recently saw a wild boar at Fortescue.

Prediction
The materialisation of warm weather was not
quite as predicted. We had one weeks worth
(unless we get more before the end of May),
however the 27 degrees Celsius reached on 12
May was I believe a record breaker.

Looking forward to June
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Once again I am looking forward to taking part in
the Garden Moths Count and this year you can
undertake the count from 21 June to 6 July. Also
this year you will not have to wait until the end of
this period to enter your results on line, you can
do so as you find them. As last year there are 20
target species, but some different ones this year.
They are poplar hawk-moth, lime hawk-moth
(check out the Rec), elephant hawk-moth,
humming-bird hawk-moth, garden tiger, cinnabar,
swallow-tailed moth, brimstone moth, blood-

vein, buff-tip, peppered moth, large yellow
underwing, angle shades, white ermine, buff
ermine, heart & dart, silver Y, flame shoulder,
common swift, and one caterpill ar, the mullein.
Go to the Butterfly Conservation website and
click on links to moth count. I’m going to do a
sugar pole again for moths to feed from it and
thus encourage into the garden.

Jenny Garne

Thorverton Cricket Club

Thoverton CC have had a very successful start to
the 2008 season. After the first four weeks of
league games, both the 1st and 2nd XIs sit top of
their respective divisions. The 1st XI have won 2
out of the 3 games that the weather has allowed,
while the 2nd XI have gone 1 better by winning
all three. The 1st XI highlight of the season so far
was a thumping 140-run victory over Lewdown.
In a true all-round team performance, Thorverton
racked up a massive 272-7, their highest total for
several years, with Exeter Chiefs player Adam
Staniforth top-scoring with 68 not out. In reply,
Lewdown were all out for 132 with three wickets
each for Nick Barton and Australian Kobi Griggs.
For the 2nd XI the highlight has been a hat-trick
and seven wickets for Jock Spry in the first game
against Upottery.

Anyone wanting to get involved with the cricket
club should come along to senior practice on
Thursday evenings, or to Colts night on Fridays
from 6:30pm. Spectators are always welcome at
matches on Saturday afternoons, and most
Sundays, and of course we also look forward to
the annual pub tournament on Sunday June 29th.
 
The Cricket Club would be delighted to welcome
all to the Club and to become involved either
socially or more actively. The club is always
looking to welcome new players of any age or
abili ty and they should contact me in the first

instance. Fixture card are available from the Club
or by request.
 
We are also looking for behind the scenes
support particularly in the form of a scorer and
umpire for friendly fixtures. Should anyone be
interested please again contact me.
 
Our ever popular Pub Tournament is being held
on Sunday the 29th June at which we hope the
following will be represented:
 
Exeter Inn
The Bell
Thorverton Arms
Thorverton FC
Silverton Inn
The Lamb
 
Everyone is again welcome.
 
So far the club has got off to a winning start with
both the senior teams winning and our ever
successful youth section continues to blossom
each Friday night.
 
If you feel a more regular article would be of
interest please let me know
 
We are also hopeful of providing support to the
school and make available our Australian
overseas cricketer!
 
 
Charles Kislingbury (Chairman) and James Fish
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The Garden In June

The weather certainly has been all over the place
lately - high summer one day, back to mid-winter
the next; and as I write this, the Franklin nights
are upon us, and it is practically full moon, and
with cold clear nights, we could just see a touch
of ground frost over the next few nights…I hope
not, though I have got some fleece out ready, in
case I need to rush out and cover some things I
had to put outside to get the greenhouse ready
for the tomatoes, not to mention the runner beans
which are already about 3-4 inches high. I always
have this trouble at this time of year, as I try to
juggle the need to get things out of the
greenhouse with the possibili ty of a late frost.
Some things are in the cold frame, and they will
be all right with the top on, but this year I have
taken a chance with some early French beans,
which were getting too big for their box. We
shall see what happens in the next few days - it is
worth taking a chance occasionally in order to
get an early crop.

Several people have asked me recently where the
term 'Franklin Nights' originated, so, with
apologies to anyone who remembers my previous
explanation (about ten years ago), here goes:-
Many years ago, somewhere in the West
Country, there lived a brewer called Frankan or
Franklin, and he got very upset because too many
people were drinking cider, rather than his ale.
He couldn't think what to do, so in the end he
sold his soul to the devil, on condition that the
devil would send three nights of frost, specifically
on the 19th, 20th, and 21st of May. And
hopefully the apple blossom, would be kill ed, so
this would mean that everyone would have to
drink his ale, and he would become a rich man. I
don't know what happened to Frankan in the end,
though I expect he ended up in a very
uncomfortable place indeed.

So, folks, don't put out your vulnerable plants
until after May 21st, or, if you must, cover them
at night if cold weather is forecast!

There is plenty of work to do this month, so
finish off pruning early flowering shrubs as they
go over - winter heathers should have been
sheared off by now to encourage plenty of young
growth - but don't cut back to old wood, or they
may not grow out again. Many rock plants such
as aubretia should be given a really good clip
over - they will break out from the base, and give
a nice tight clump for next spring. If you grow
your own biennials (wallflowers, Sweet Willi am.
Canterbury Bells, etc), I hope they are sown by
now, but if not, get them in a.s.a.p., as they need
as long as possible to make good strong plants to
put out in the autumn.

Lawn cutting has once more become a regular
chore, and the clippings are good on the compost
heap, but not in thick layers - not more than 2-3
inches deep, or they go into a horrid soggy mess.
It is best to mix them in with other garden
rubbish at the same time. Thin layers of grass
interspersed with layers of wetted cardboard
makes good compost.

This is the time of year when many people open
their gardens to the public, and it is well worth
visiting those near at hand to get new planting
ideas for your own garden - and it makes a very
pleasant way of spending an afternoon in the
open air.

PLANT OF THE MONTH.

BEARDED IRIS. I have been struck recently by
some of the newer bearded irises - there are some
wonderful new colours and colour combinations
around, and they are fairly easy plants to grow.
Plant 4in sections of tuber with the leaves
trimmed back to about 8in, with the tuber flat on
the soil surface, and the roots buried firmly into
the ground, and 8 or 9in apart, and that is it.
They flower over many weeks and will give a
wonderful show of colour. Every garden should
have some!

Pat Brooks
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Thorverton Parish Information
(Please notify any changes to the Editor.)

AIR AMBULANCE EMERGENCY - QUOTE NATIONAL GRID REFERENCE
RECREATION GROUND – Sheet 192 SS 923019   MEMORIAL HALL FIELD – Sheet 192 SS 926019

Bus services            See inside back cover
Carers' Suppo rt Group Anne Higman, Wyndham House Surgery, Silverton.   860034.

Meetings - 3rd Wednesday of month, Wyndham House, 2.30-4.30 p.m.
Church (C of E) The Revd. Douglas Dettmer, The Rectory, Thorverton.  860332

Church Wardens Peter Colebrook, Ockero, Thorverton.  861019.
Edwin Greed, Fortescue, Netherexe.  841231.

Consort Mary Thomas, 1 The Glebe, Thorverton.  860730.
P.C.C. Treasurer Royston Kershaw, 25 The Glebe, Thorverton.  860419.
Friends of Thorverton Parish Church Trust    Emmie Aird, Kirkfoard, The Berry, Thorverton.

Church (Baptist) The Revd. Maurice Harrison, 01884 258599.
Secretary Phyllis Langdon,  860932. Services, notice board or Focus.

Coun ty Coun cill or Cllr. Mr. M. Lee.  01363 772671.
District Coun cill or Cllr. Mr. R. M. Deed.  01392 861258.
Doctors Dr  Jon Wride & Partner / Drs Stead, O’Brien & Ziegler. Surgery times: see

below.
Electricity (Western Power) Report a loss of power: 0800 365 900   Bill Enquiries: 0800 365 000

Street lights 0870 556 1851
Friends of Thorverton & Silverton Surgeries     Christine Walker,  881501
Gas Emergency 0800 111999
Leonard Trust   Chairman: R. Hughes. Secretary: Mrs. E. Hughes, 3 Dinham Mews, Exeter   EX4 4EF
Library (Exeter Mobile)      EVERY WEDNESDAY, 2.55pm to 3.15pm  in the Quarry Car Park
Newspaper Reporter (Express & Echo)   Jane Ristic, 53 Silver Street, Thorverton.  860054
Parish Coun cil Chairman Cllr. Michael Ayre,
Parish Clerk Mrs Kate West, Great Pit Stables, Silverton.  861560.
Parish Coun cil Meetings 2nd Tuesday of month, at Baptist Church Schoolroom, 7.30 pm.
Parish Allotments Contact the Parish Clerk - 861560
Parish Coun cil Notice Board  Situated in School Lane, opposite the Thorverton Arms.
     IMPORTANT!- PLANNING APPLICATION NOTICES ARE DISPLAYED HERE.
Pension Service PO Box 93,  Plymouth  PL6 5WJ.      0845 60 60 265
Police Central Switchboard 24 Hours:  0845 2777444.
Post Off ice Portacabin (TCT Ltd)  Quarry Car Park, Thorverton  EX5 5NG.   860455

Mon. to Fri :  9 am.-1.00 pm.,    2 pm.– 5.30 pm.
Sat. : 9 am.-12 noon      Sun.  9 am - 10.30 am for newspaper sales only
Business Manager:     Jill Blewett, Faircop, Jericho St, Thorverton
Company Secretary & Treasurer:Heather Kershaw, 25 The Glebe, 860419

Public Telephon e Kiosk Opposite the Church, outside the Bell Inn, Dinneford  St.
Schoo l (C of E Primary)  (Acting) Head Teacher: Denise Woodgate   860374.
Schoo l Governors Chair: John Iffla  01392 851943

Clerk: Jane Ristic, 53 Silver St.  860054
Schoo l P.T.F.A. Chair: Deishan Luffman, North Barn, Raddon, Thorverton. 860016

Secretary: Marie Thomas, 01884 855275
Treasurer: Di Baker, 860426

South West Water 24 Hour Emergency: 0800 169 1144.           Helpline: 0800 169 1133.
Thorverton Mill ennium Chair: Dame Margaret Turner-Warwick, Pynes House,

Green Trust Silver Street  861173     Hon. secretary: Shirley Hoole.
Thorverton Rural Services Chair: Alan Turner, 860164

Association
Tiverton Volunteer Centre 28, Gold Street, Tiverton  EX16 6PY.  Judy Seymour, 01884 255734.
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Thorverton Organisations

Amateur Dramatic Society     Chair: Colin Marshall, 861228
Secretary: Sally Salter, 841740
Meetings - Last Wednesday of each month at the W.I. Hut.

Art Group Barrie Phillips, Crossmead, School Lane, Thorverton. 860529
Meet Fridays during term-time at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 am-12.00.

Arts Exchange Claire Cousins, Cubberley House, The Berry. 860438.
Monthly meetings in members’ homes at 8.0 pm. (see Diary)

Association Foot ball Club   Chairman: Andy Harris, 01392 851664
Secretary: David Gregory, 2 The Orchard, Brampford Speke, 841803.

Bridge Circle Graeme Culshaw, 3 The Glebe, Thorverton 860203.
Meets 1st/3rd/5th Fridays at the W.I. Hut from 7.00 p.m..

Brownies’ Leader Hannah James, 0789 403 7133.
Meet Fridays during term-time at the W.I. Hut, 5.30-7.00 pm.

Church Flower Club Meetings as advertised.
Cricke t Club Chair: Charles Kislingbury, Arley House, 19 Church St, Silverton.  860270

  Secretary: M C Denford, 14 Moorlands, Tiverton EX16 6UF 01884 255076
Fixture Sec: J Meredith, 190 Mincinglake Rd, Exeter EX4 7DS 01392 272504

Focus Magazine Chair: John Carter, Rewe.  841237
Editor: Neville Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062.
Secretary: Jane Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062.
Treasurer:  Barbara Uglow, 14 Cleaves Close, Thorverton. 860614.
 Focus deliveries – John Carter, Rewe.  841237

Friends of Silverton & Thorverton Surgeries
Coffee Mornings in The Royal British Legion Club, Silverton
held on the LAST THURSDAY of every month except December.

Golf Society Players of Thorverton Care of Exeter Inn, 01392 860206
History Society Chair: Bill Stamper, Dunelm, Raddon, Thorverton. 860214

Secretary: Phyllis Langdon, Ferndale, Bullen Street, Thorverton. 860932.
   Website  <http://www.thorhistsoc.org/>

Ladies Group Meet 2nd Thursday of month,  (Venue and time - see Focus Notices).
Memorial Hall Committee  Chair: Mr Mike Shelton. Fir Tree House, Bullen Street. 861027.

Treasurer: John White, Waters Ford, Milford Lane. 860827.
Secretary & Bookings:  Jean White, Waters Ford, Milford Lane. 860827.

Memorial Hall Market 2nd Saturday of the month, at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 - 11.00 am.
Playgroup Contact: Laura Samuel (Chair) 861496.

Mon 9.30am-12pm, Tues/Weds 9.30am-12pm & Lunch Club 12pm-1pm,
Thurs 9.15-11.45am; 12.45pm- 3.15pm & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm. during term-time, at Memorial Hall.

Thorverton Ambling, Rambling and Tramping Society (TARTS)
Contacts : Caroline Prince 07749 775304 or Jean Brown 861176
See notices of walks in Old Post Office Window Bullen Street.

Todd ler Group Contact : Nic Fice 860318.
Wednesdays, during term-time, at the W.I. Hut, 9.45 a.m.-11.45.

Rainbo ws Contact Jean Pearn  860105, Penny Fice  861136,
Term-time, Tuesdays  4-5 pm at the W.I. Hut.

Royal British Legion Chairman / Hon. sec:  Bill Stamper,  Dunelm,  Raddon, Thorverton. 860214
Hon. Treasurer: Emmie Aird.

Women’s Institute Secretary: Susan  Maguire    01392 860631
Bookings:  Susan Maguire    01392 860631.
W.I. Meeting. 1st Tuesday of the month at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm.
Whist, 3rd Tuesday of the month, at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm.

W.I. Market & Coffee 4th Saturday of the month at the W.I. Hut. 10.00 am. to 11.00 am.
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Doctors’ Surgeries

THE EXE VALLEY PRACTICE

Dr JON WRIDE and Dr LYNNE ANDERSON

The Surgery, The Berry, The Surgery, 3 Coach Road,
THORVERTON EX5 5NT SILVERTON EX5 4JL
Tel: 01392 860273 (24 hours) Tel: 01392 860176 (in surgery hours)
Fax: 01392 860654 Fax: 01392 861598

www.exevalleypractice.co.uk

Surgery Hours

Mon. 2.30  -   4.30   Mon.     9.00  - 11.00
Tue. 3.30  -   5.30           Tue.      9.00  - 11.00
Wed. 10.30  - 11.30  Wed.     3:30 -    5:30
Thu. 3.00  -   5.00              Thu.      9.00  -  11.00
Fri. 9.00  - 12.00              Fri.        3.00  -    5.00

The Surgeries are OPEN at the followi ng times

Mon.   8.30  - 12.45  &  2.00  - 6.00               Mon.      8.45  - 12.30
Tue.    8.30  - 12.45  &  2.00  - 6.00               Tue.      8.45  - 12.00
Wed.   8.30  - 12.45  &  2.00  - 5.00             Wed.        3.00  -   6.00
Thu.    8.30  - 12.45  &  2.00  - 6.00        Thu.          8.45  - 12.30
Fri.      8.30  - 12.45  &  2.00  - 4.00         Fri.           2.00  -   6.00

REPEAT PRESCRIPTIONS  (Monday – Friday)   Please note that 48 hours notice is required for ALL
repeat prescriptions. Repeat Prescription line:    01392 861622

WYNDHAM HOUSE SURGERY,  Fore Street,  SILVERTON,  EX5 4HZ
Telephone 01392 860034                   www.wyndhamhousesurgery.co.uk

Dispensary Hours:     Monday to Thursday:     09.00 – 13.00  &  14.00 – 18.00
                                   Friday:                            09.00 – 13.00  &  14.00 – 17.00

Please note The doctors are happy to speak to you on the phone instead of an appointment. Please
request this from reception when you telephone.

Dr Jonathan STEAD Dr Anthon y O’BRIEN Dr Emma ZIEGLER

Monday 09.00 - 11.00 08.30 - 10.30
                            15.30 - 17.30                         15.00 -  17.30                                                                     

Tuesday 09.00 - 11.00 09.00 -  12.00
                            15.30 - 17.30                         15.00 -  17.30                                                                     

Wednesday 09.00 - 11.00 09.00 - 11.00
                            15.30 - 17.30                                                                       15.00 - 17.00                       

Thursday 09.00 - 12.00 09.00 - 11.00

Friday 09.00 - 11.00 09.00 - 12.00 09.00 - 11.00
Alt. weeks *15.00 - 16.00 Alt. weeks

(Urgent cases only)*
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Diary 2008, continued from back cover.

NOVEMBER
Tue 4th W.I Meeting: She was only a Railwayman’s Daughter.
Tue 18th Whist, W.I. Hut, 7.30 p.m.
Sat 22nd W.I.Christmas Coffee Morning/Stalls 10 a.m.
Fri 28th Thorverton & District History Society: Tom Greeves, Dartmoor Historic Images, WI Hut, 7:30pm

DECEMBER
Tue 2nd W.I Meeting: AGM
Sat 6th Holly Ball , Thorverton Memorial Hall
Tue 16th Whist, W.I. Hut, 7.30 p.m.
Sat 20th W.I Coffee Morning/Stalls. 10 a.m.

Bus services
Turner’s Tours / Carmel Coaches (bus 678)  Mon-Fri. 10.09 from The Berry and the Baptist Chapel.
Return 13.35 from Exeter bus station, Stand 5.

Cook’s Coaches (service 355), Stagecoach (service 55B) Mon-Sat (except Bank Holidays)
To Tiverton  9.02, 11.02, 13.02, 15.02, 17.32, 18.11 (55B) from The Berry and Broadlands.
Return from Tiverton bus station. 9.40, 11.40, 13.40, 15.40, 18.05.

To Exeter 8.00, 10.05, 12.05, 14.05, 16.05, 18.30 from The Berry and Broadlands.
Return from Exeter bus station. 8.40, 10.46, 12.40, 14.40, 17.10, 17.50 (55B).

Timetables for the 355 service are available at the Post Off ice.

Stagecoach 55 service runs every half-hour in each direction along the Exeter-Tiverton road, stopping at
the Thorverton turn.  Please consult Stagecoach 55 Group timetable for details of this service.

Stagecoach free service to Somerfield’s, Broadclyst, from Broadlands on Tuesdays 14.00.

Stagecoach offers a variety of concessions for regular commuters, shoppers, children, students and
jobseekers as well as one-day unlimited-use Explorer tickets. Further details from Stagecoach: 01392
427711 or 01803 664500 or www.stagecoachbus.com or www.devon.gov.uk/devonbus.

Devonbus Timetable Information: call Traveline  0870 608 2 608  Timetables avail able at the Post Office
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Diary 2008
Please notify FOCUS Editor of additions or changes.

(Email: focusonthorverton@yahoo.co.uk or phone Neville Lane on 861062)

JUNE
Tue 3rd W.I Meeting: Garden Party.
Sat 14th Country Show, Raddon
Sun 15th Country Show, Raddon
Tue 17th Whist at the W.I. Hut 7.30pm

Bingo, Memorial Hall, 7.30 p.m.
Thurs 26th Arts Exchange, Italy, Newcourt Farmhouse, 8.00 pm
Fri 27th Thorverton & District History Society: Outside visit

Fashion show at Memorial Hall, 7:30pm
Sat 28th W.I Coffee Morning/Stalls. 10 a.m.

JULY
Tue 1st W.I Meeting: Benefits of Yoga.
Fri 4th Compagnie Giulia, Thorverton parish church, 7.30 p.m.
Sat 5th Open Air production, Winter's Tale, Memorial Hall, 7.30 p.m.
Sat 12th Saturday Market, Memorial Hall, 9.30 a.m.
Tue 15th Whist at the W.I. Hut 7.30pm

Bingo, Memorial Hall, 7.30 p.m.
Sat 19th Table Top, W.I. Hut, 10.00 a.m. - 12.00 p.m.
Sat 26th W.I Coffee Morning/Stalls. 10 a.m.

AUGUST
Tue 5th W.I Meeting: Funny Stories of Marie Curie Fund Raising.
Sat 9th Saturday Market, Memorial Hall, 9.30 a.m.
Mon 11th Talk on SCAM Prevention at the W.I. Hut at 7.30pm
Thu 14th W.I. 1950s night (details to follow)
Tue 19th W.I. trip to the Eden Project

SEPTEMBER
Fri 26th Macmillan Big Stir, WI hut, 10:30 am

OCTOBER
Tue 7th W.I Meeting: History of Devon Farmhouses.
Sat 18th Table Top, W.I. Hut, 10.00 a.m. - 12.00 p.m.
Tue 21st Whist, W.I. Hut, 7.30 p.m.
Fri 24th Thorverton & District History Society: Alan Liddiard,Exeter Cathedral & Volunteers, WI Hut,

7:30pm
Sat 25th W.I Coffee Morning/Stalls. 10 a.m.
Fri 31st W.I. Halloween Night (details to follow)


