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Editorial

As I write this it feels as though the fate of
Thorverton's Post Office and shop are very much
in the balance.  The decision on the future of Post
Offices in this part of Devon is due very soon;  as
Heather Kershaw says in her article, there will
then be a period in which representations could
be made before the decisions are confirmed.  Of
course, the future for Post Offices has been
largely shaped by recent policies over the services
provided by Post Offices.  Opportunities to
expand their services and to make them more
attractive have not been taken.  To those of us
living in a rural community it looks like another
wasted opportunity when there was so much
business that could have been channelled to Post
Offices with a little far-sightedness.  Fingers
crossed for the future of our Post Office.

The possibili ty of a permanent shop for the
vill age is another matter.  I attended a meeting of
the Thorverton Rural Services Association at the
end of January at which preliminary, outline plans
for a shop in the Quarry Car Park were
discussed.  It was clear that there were plenty of
issues to be overcome before this could come to
fruition.  Nevertheless, it was good to be getting

these issues out into the open and to be able to
have full discussion of them.  The incoming
chairman of the TRSA has a tough job on his
hands and I wish him well in steering things
forward.

Some of our advertisers will have been contacted
recently about renewals.  I am grateful to those
who do advertise in Focus and hope that it brings
in trade for you.  For readers, I hope that you will
continue to support the local businesses
advertising here.  We are fortunate to have such a
wide range of businesses, but they will only
continue if we continue to use their services.

Looking outside now it is great to see the
daffodils bursting out.  It is really feeling like
spring, apart from some quite cold nights still .
The colour is coming back into the vill age.  Let
us hope that this heralds the spring for our shop
and Post Office as well.

Nevill e Lane
Editor
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Letters
From. Dr Lynne Anderson, Exe Valley
Practice

It is with great pleasure that I have recently
joined The Exe Valley Practice as the new GP. I
will be working with Dr Jon Wride in both the
Thorverton and Silverton surgeries. I have been
made most welcome in my first few weeks here,
and I look forward to a long association with the
practice.

I have been a GP for several years now working
in Britain and Australia. My initial medical
training was done at University Medical School,
London where I qualified in the mid 1980s. I
went on to do postgraduate training in Hampshire
and Cornwall. Having grown up in Salcombe, I
always feel at home in the westcountry and
always hoped to make my home in Devon or
Cornwall. My plans were somewhat delayed
when on a working holiday in Australia, I met my
husband Peter. Some 11 years later, with four
children in tow, I persuaded Peter to let me
"come home"! We all now live in Tiverton. My
son Harry and his sisters Lorna and Meg attend
Tiverton High School and my youngest daughter
Anna attends Bickleigh Primary School.

I have worked as a GP for 18 years. I spent some
time in Constantine, West Cornwall. In Australia
we travelled around a lot and I worked in
Brisbane, Melbourne, Alice Springs and finally in
a small town in county Victoria called Woodend.
Since returning to England I have been working
full time, based in Morchard Bishop, near
Crediton. I have been delighted to move to
Thorverton which has enabled me to work more
part time and spend more time with my children.
Life these days is very busy and getting a good
balance between work and family life is a
constant challenge to many of us.

Again, I am very grateful for the very warm
welcome I have received, and look forward to
meeting everyone.

With best wishes,
Lynne Anderson
From: Chris Jones, Ivy Cottage

Can I say a big ‘ thank-you’ to everyone who
helped me with my Concert for WaterAid at
Thorverton Church on Saturday, February 2nd.

Mary Thomas and Heather Kershaw for all their
hard work (and advice) with the music and the
Choir; Pete Colebrook for setting up and clearing
up at the Church; Ryan Beasley on backing tracks
and lights; Jade and Laura on admissions; Hayley
and Chessie on programmes; my mum and
Godmother Julie on Tea’s and Coffee’s; and my
special guests from Exeter’s ‘Stage By Stage’
Academy, Jessica Sparkes and Jenny Tripp.

Special thanks go to all the children from the
School – and their parents for allowing them to
participate – together with everyone who
attended. The concert raised £219 which will be
going to help WaterAid’s work in Tanzania.

From Jeff and Beryl Grace and Sue
Vooght

“ INTO AFRICA” Part 2

Fund Raising Dinner (5 April 2008) in aid of The
Shanzu Good Hope Childrens Centre, Bamburi,

Mombasa, Kenya.

We are absolutely delighted to report that the
original sixty tickets for the above event sold
within four days, and the additional fifteen that
Sue and Beryl decided they could cope with, very
soon afterwards. We do have a waiting list for
cancellations, so we would be grateful if those
originally requesting tickets return their meal
selection and remittance (if they have not already
done so) as soon as possible.

Those who have not been able to attend can still
play a big part in supporting this enterprise by
contributing to our collection of good quality
clothing and shoes (particularly children’s); toys,
books and games; medications and dressings; in
fact – anything either usable or saleable! What is
considered unsuitable for despatch to Bamburi
either in baggage or a container, can still be sold
in fund-raising Car Boot Sales! You might even
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have something surplus to requirements which is
suitable for a small draw prize!

Between now and April 5, we will be happy to
accept any of the above at either Moss Bank (Jeff
& Beryl Grace), or Sherwood (Sue Vooght). By
arrangement, Jeff will even be happy to collect
from your home (provided that it will fit into an
estate car!).

Once again, thank you all so much for such a
wonderful response in Shanzu’s hour of need.

From the Exe Valley Practice

The Doctors and staff at Exe Valley Practice
would like to belatedly thank all patients for their
very generous Christmas presents which are still
enhancing our coffee and tea breaks !

Photos of Thorverton on the Internet

Have you discovered geograph.org.uk?  This is a website where you can see photos for every grid square
in Britain – in some cases there are several photos for a square.  If you click on the map of Britain and
home in on Thorverton you can see photos of the area.  We have John Spivey and Martin Bodman to
thank for most of the photos posted for this area.  The photos are unpretentious, not intended necessarily
to glamorise the areas, rather to give a good impression of what they are really like.  I can recommend this
site as one to visit if you are thinking of going somewhere unfamiliar and want to see what the area looks
like.

Nevill e Lane

Pitt and the River Exe by Martin Bodman from geograph.org.uk
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Thorverton Parish Council
Report of the February meeting of the Parish
Council

AFFORDABLE HOUSING
Dame Margaret Turner-Warwick brought detailed plans of the proposed housing at Court Barton to the
meeting.  The architect, Vivian Summerill has drawn up plans for the development, which will include two-
bed and three-bed affordable homes and three-bed and four-bed open market houses.  There will also be
communal composting and recycling facili ties, a cycle store and seating area.  All the properties will have
solar panels and two parking spaces each.

The plans will be put on display in the Memor ial Hall on Thursday 6th March
from 4pm to 8pm and Councillors will be available to answer any questions.

A further meeting of the Housing Sub-committee of the Council will be held once draft Design and Access
and Planning Support Statements are available.

VILLAGE SHOP/POST OFFICE
The recent AGM of the shop committee resulted in a new chairman, Alan Turner.  The outline application
submitted to MDDC has been withdrawn as objections were likely, but MDDC has indicated its support in
principle for a permanent shop to be located in the Quarry Car Park.  The results of the recent Post Office
review are not yet known.

PARISH PLAN
Cllr Spivey reported that the Steering Committee had met on 15th January.  He explained that the official
title of the plan had been agreed as the Thorverton Parish Community Plan.  The next stage will i nvolve
the formulation of a questionnaire that will go to all residents.

PLANNING MATTERS
A. To note Planning Decisions received to date of meeting.
i.   Ref: 07/02370/CAT Notification of intention to fell 1 cherry tree within a conservation area, The Bell
Inn, The Bury, Thorverton.
B. To consider Planning Applications received to date of meeting.
ii.  Ref: 08/00007/FULL Erection of storage building/warehouse, Little Stone Farm, Stone Lane,
Thorverton.

OTHER PARISH BUSINESS

• Cllr Bob Hyde has resigned from the Council resulting in a vacancy.  Please contact the Clerk if you
are interested in becoming a Councill or.

• Three allotments are currently available.  Please contact the Clerk if you would like to take on one of
these

The next Parish Council Meeting will take place in the Memorial Hall on Tuesday 11th March 2008 at
7.30pm.  An Agenda is displayed on the Parish Notice Board prior to meetings.

Kate West, Parish Clerk
Telephone: 01392 861560, email: Thorvertonclerk@aol.com
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www .Thorvertonp arishcoun cil.org

Thorverton Memorial Hall News

Spring Ball
Our Spring Ball is on the 1st March so may have
taken place by the time you read this. Ticket sales
are going well and we hope everyone has a great
time.

The Committee are particularly grateful to Jen
Pascoe who has organised this event for us along
with her team of volunteers.

Saturday Market & Big Breakfast
The Hall was very full for our February Market,
though the foggy weather early on meant that a
number of visitors waited until later than usual to
arrive. It is great to see so many of you there
each month.

In March we have a new stall – Coco’s – which
will have a delicious selection of homemade
cookies, fudge and truffles all with a decadent
chocolate theme! My mouth is watering as I write
this!! A must for all chocoholics.

100 Club Draw Winner for February
£50 – No 4 Judith Penny

Draw Winners for December were:
Chicken Dinner Meryl Woolacott
Fruit Box Roy Barton
Basket Flowers Gladys Parker
Liquorice Allsorts John Mortimore

Curry Night
Our thanks go to Colin and Alison Marshall and
their assistants for organising this excellent
evening. The delivery drivers were kept busy and
the take-away trade flourished between six and
eight. They then served forty eight meals  to
those eating in at the Hall. It was a very busy
evening but everyone seemed to be enjoying
themselves.

Duck Race
A few weeks ago a sack of brightly coloured
plastic ducks arrived at our home. At the time I
was in a meeting. Can you imagine the look on
the faces of those present when I announced that
I had just taken delivery of a sack of ducks! I
knew what I was talking about but I’m afraid my
guests didn’ t, until I explained that they were
plastic ducks for the duck race, that is.

Ducks are on sale at Playgroup or the Saturday
Market. At either of these venues you can draw
out your own duck. Committee members will
also take orders and will l et you know what your
numbers are before the race. Each duck costs
50p. There are three prizes, including a duck
dinner and a Chocolate duck, with sweetheart
ducks as a booby prize for the last duck to cross
the line unaided.

Come down to the Hall on 8th March for the
Market then stay to watch the race. It doesn’t
take long but is great fun for everyone.

The finish Judge is the Chairman, Mike Shelton
and his decision is final. He has been given this
role on the understanding he sells his quota of
Ducks at the Market so please be sure to get
your ducks off of him!

Trustees
The Hall Committee would like to invite all
vill age organisations to nominate a member to
become a Trustee of the Hall. We currently have
nominated Trustees from Playgroup, Mothers &
Toddlers and the parish Council. Please contact
the Secretary if you would like more information
or to make a nomination before the AGM in
May.

Reg.Charity No. 203776
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Notice Board

  THORVERTON
MEMORIAL HALL

 SATURDAY MARKET

               

Saturday 8th March

 9.30 - 11.00am

Breakfast Bar, Fruit & Veg
Books, Cards, Jewellery
Jams/preserves, Plants

Bric-a-brac, Draw

 100 Club Draw

Reg. Char ity No. 203778

THORVERTON
MEMORIAL HALL

BINGO

   

Tuesday 18th March

Eyes Down 7.30pm

Lots of prizes to be won.

Reg. Char ity No. 203778

THORVERTON
MEMORIAL HALL

EASTER DUCK RACE

Saturday 8th March

Following the Saturday Market

 Thorverton Brook
(Bell Inn to Memorial Hall)

Ducks available from Hall Committee
members or pick up a duck at the Market

50p each

Reg. Char ity No. 203778
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Thorverton Arts Exchange

At Arts Exchange meetings we share our
enthusiasms for writing, music, painting, film,
craft etc. with one another.

Usually there is a theme to our choices, but
occasionally an individual member will take
responsibili ty for a whole evening.

The meetings take place in members’ homes at
8.00 p.m. The next meetings are:

Mar 6th Atmosphere Pynes House
Apr 10th Conundrum Stable House

New members are always welcome.
For further information contact

Claire Cousins at Cubberley House, The Berry
(860438)

Church Consort Practices

Thursdays, 7.45 p.m. in church
March 13th, 19th (Wednesday)
April 17th, 24th

Junior Consort Practices

Mondays 3.30 pm. in school
March 17th, 31st
April 28th
May 12th, 19th
June 16th, 30th
July Party 10th

Focus AGM : Wednesday 5th March, 7.30 p.m.
in the Baptist Chapel. Your chance to come
along and tell us what you think of Focus and, if
you wish, to become involved in producing
Thorverton’s monthly magazine.

Women’s World Day of Prayer

Women Across The World Join Together To
Pray For Its Needs

Over 3 milli on women worldwide will be praying
and worshipping together during an annual day of
prayer on Friday 7th March.  They will be using
an order of service prepared by Christian women
from Guyana.

Emma Wilcock, National President of Women’s
World Day of Prayer in England, Wales and
Northern Ireland, said: “This is always an
exciting day. The extent of unity in Prayer is
shown by the fact that meetings will begin at
sunrise in Tonga and finish only with sunset in
neighbouring Western Samoa, after there have
been meetings in over 170 countries.

In the British Isles, there will be well over 6,000
prayer services in different places. They bring
together women, men and young people from
every background and a very wide range of
Christian traditions” .

Many women of Guyana still bear the marks of
those who experienced and fought against slavery
and the system of indentured labour, with the
imperialism and discrimination which that
involved.

In recent years, women in Guyana have been
Prime Minister, President, Chief Justice and
Director General of the Foreign Affairs Ministry,
as well as holding many other senior positions at
home and in international organisations.
However, domestic violence and human
trafficking remain problems in the country.

The Women’s World Day of Prayer meetings
contribute to strengthening the dignity of women.

In this country, 270,000 service sheets will be
distributed, including some in Braill e.
Further information and resources can be found
on the UK Women’s World Day of
Prayer website at www.wwdp-natcomm.org

Your Local Service will this year be held at
Thorverton Parish Church on Friday 7 March
starting at 11:00am and ending with a soup
lunch, to which all are welcome.

THE GREAT DAFFODIL APPEAL
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Please join me, Syv Gregory

at The W I Premises
on Sat March 15th

10 to 11-30

to raise money for
Marie Curie Cancer Care

Tea/Coffee
Raffle

Home made cake stall
and others

Please come along and
help me to help others

less fortunate

For sale

Girl’s bicycle - would suit 10-14 year-old.  £10.
Tel: 01392 861062
Hamster cage.  £5.  Tel: 01392 861062

Help Wanted:  Can you spare 1½ hours per
month to vacuum and dust the church?  Please
contact Tina on 860434.

Breakthrough Breast Cancer
'Crocus' Walk

On saturday 15 March at 10.30 a.m. the staff at
the Exe Valley Practice will be taking part in the
'Crocus' Walk in aid of Breast Cancer Research. We
will meet at the Thorverton surgery in The Bury and
follow the Brampford Speke/Stoke Canon/Netherexe
route which is approximately 6 miles.

We would welcome any man, woman, child and
sociable dog to join us and would ask that either you
gather sponsorship, a form for which is available at
either Thorverton or Silverton surgery, or you simply
make a donation.

If you feel unable to take part in the walk, the staff at
either of the above surgeries would be happy to accept
donations. We look forward to seeing as many people
as possible on the day.

We also have 'Crocus' lapel pins available at the
surgery -£1 each

The Voluntary Support Scheme
Every now and then somebody experiences such a
profound psychological or emotional blow that their
li fe comes to a full stop and they can’ t seem to get
going again. It can be ill ness or accident, the loss of a
job or a relationship, or perhaps just years of carrying
a burden they can’ t manage any longer.

The Voluntary Support Scheme works in the areas of
Tiverton and Cullompton, the Exe and Culm valleys.
We help people work out what they need to do to
make their lives better, and then we help them to do it.

We have highly trained volunteers who visit people in
their own homes. We facili tate a self-help group in
Tiverton. We put on forums in St George’s Hall
Tiverton to “give psychology away”, and we hold a
library of self-help books.

We need Financial Friends to give us £10 a year. We
need strong backs to help shift furniture around at the
forums three times a year. We need people with
common sense, tolerance and a sense of humour to
train as volunteer visitors. We need people with
administrative and IT skill s behind the scenes.

If you think that you could give us a bit of help, or
you think we might be able to give you a bit of help
look us up on our website: www.voluntarysupportscheme.co.uk

and telephone Dawn on 01884 258507.
Sally Taverner
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URGENTLY WANTED--TO RENT
unfurnished rural cottage with outhouse/barn
& off-road parking, from 1 Apr il 2008 for a 6-
month assured shorthold tenancy

Cindy & Peter Farrington own and run my
favourite bolt-hole, Lydgate House Hotel,
Postbridge, Dartmoor:

http://www.lydgatehouse.co.uk/contactus.html

They are retiring and the hotel is about to be
sold. Before they leave Devon, Cindy has to
finish her contract with the Maynard School
where she teaches. They therefore need to rent
from 1 April for 6 months a 2-bedroom cottage
or small house within easy reach of Exeter. It has
to be rural (no main roads and with good local
walks), unfurnished and with an outbuilding

because they have 5 dogs and 5 cats who are
used to sleeping in a barn—the dogs usually live
outdoors, and are never allowed to roam.

You could not wish for more delightful, careful
tenants or more charming, well-behaved and
happy animals.

If you know of a suitable cottage or house,
please contact Peter or Cindy: Tel: 01822
880209, Fax: 01822 880202, Email:
lydgatehouse@email.com.
If you would like further details, email me:
a.k.henry@ex.ac.uk (I am in Brampford Speke).

Avril Henry

The Exe Valley Film Society
If you haven’t experienced an evening with “The
Exe Valley Film Society” in the Brampford
Speke Vill age Hall, you are missing a treat.
Enjoy a great film in a warm hall with
complimentary popcorn and great company.

What more could you ask for!!!

The next film is “ The Piano” on Thursday,
20th March 7.30pm for an 8.00pm start.

Bring a glass and a bottle of your choice

Membership per person will cost £24.00 a year
and there will twelve films, each one showing on
the third Thursday of every month.  The doors
will open at 7.00pm and the film will commence
at 7.45pm.  Members will be able to invite guests
at £2.50 per guest and members children under
16 years of age will be able to attend suitable
films accompanied by an adult for £1.50 per
child.
There will also be the occasional special matinee
for member’s children, the young at heart and
their invited guests.

For further information please phone

Mary or Emma 840072 ~ Sue 841785 ~
Roger 841765
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Parish Church Services and News
The Church of England

welcomes you!

MARCH
SERVICES & INFORMATION

The Stoke Canon Benefice
& The Raddon Team Ministry

MARCH 2       Lent 4 & Mothering Sunday

8 am Holy Communion (BCP) at Cadbu ry  DD

9 am Holy Communion (T) at Cowley  JB

10 am Holy Communion (T) at Huxham   RP

10 am Family Service for Mothering Sunday & Holy Communion (C) at Newton St Cyres   SM

10 am Family Service for Mothering Sunday 
�

 at Tho rver ton
10 am Service of the Word at Upton Pyne  Lay-Led

11.15 am Family Service for Mothering Sunday & Baptism at Rewe  SS, VQ & AB

5 pm ‘Service with a Smile’ for Mothering Sunday 
�

 at Stoke Canon  Jubilee Hall  For all ages

6.30 pm Joint Evening Service at Bram pford Speke  Baptist Chapel  RP

6.30 pm Evening Prayer (BCP) at Pol t im ore  DD

MARCH 9       Lent 5

8 am Holy Communion (BCP) at Tho rver ton   DD

9 am Holy Communion (T) at Upton Pyne  RP – Joint Service

10 am Holy Communion (T) at Newton St Cyres   RP – Joint Service

10 am Holy Communion (C) at Stoke Canon   DD – Group Service

6.30 pm Evening Prayer (BCP) & Annual Parochial Church Meeting at Cadbu ry  DD

MARCH 16       Palm Sunday

8 am Holy Communion (BCP) at Newton St Cyres   DD

9 am Holy Communion (T) at Cowley  JB

9 am Holy Communion (T) at Upton Pyne  RP

10 am ‘Service with a Smile’ 
�

 at Bram pford Speke   For all ages

10 am Holy Communion (T) at Tho rver ton   DD

10 am Prayers at Rewe and Walk of Witness to Stoke Canon Parish Church for joint service
10 am Prayers at Stoke Canon Chapel  and Walk of Witness to Stoke Canon Parish Church
10.30 am Joint Service of the Word for Palm Sunday at Stoke Canon Parish Church
4.30 pm Family Service for Palm Sunday 

�
 at Pol t im ore  For all ages

6.30 pm Evening Prayer (BCP) at Huxham   DD

6.30 pm Evening Service of the Word at Newton St Cyres   RP

MARCH 20       Maundy Thursday – joint services for all the parishes

7.30 pm Informal celebration of Holy Communion (C) at Rewe Par ish Hall  (upstairs)  DD

7.30 pm Traditional Holy Communion (T) at Upton Pyne Chu rch   RP

Easter Communion

As a minimum, members of the Church of England who have been confirmed should aim to receive the
sacrament of Holy Communion on at least three occasions in the year, one of which is to be Easter.

Ideally this will be in church with others.  However, the sacrament can be administered at home to anyone
prevented by illness or disability from receiving it in church; please contact the Rev Douglas Dettmer on
(01392) 860332 or the Rev Richard Potter on (01392) 851386 to arrange this
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MARCH 21       Good Friday

9 am Service of Good Friday at Upton Pyne  DD

10 am Stations of the Cross at Cadbu ry  RP

11.15 am Service of Good Friday at Rewe  DD

12 noon Service of Good Friday at Newton St Cyres   RP

2 pm Service of Good Friday at Pol t im ore  AS

2 pm Service of Good Friday at Tho rver ton   DD

3.30 pm Good Friday Service at Bram pford Speke Bapt is t Chapel   KS

7 pm Service of Good Friday at Stoke Canon   DD

MARCH 22       Easter Even

8.30 am Morning Prayer (BCP) at Tho rver ton
8 pm Easter Vigil at Rewe – awaiting the celebration of Easter with readings & prayers  DD

MARCH 23       Easter Day

6.30 am Sunrise Easter Vigil & Holy Communion (C) at Netherexe   DD

8 am Holy Communion (BCP) at Bram pford Speke   RP

10 am Holy Communion (T) at Cadbu ry  FC

10 am Holy Communion (C) at Newton St Cyres   RP

10 am Holy Communion (C) at Pol t im ore  AS

10 am Holy Communion (C) at Stoke Canon   DD

10 am Family Service & Holy Communion (C) at Tho rver ton   CH

11.15 am Holy Communion (T) at Cowley  JB

11.15 am Holy Communion (T) at Rewe  SS

11.15 am Holy Communion (T) at Upton Pyne  DD

3 pm Evening Prayer (BCP) at Netherexe   DD

6.30 pm Evening Prayer (BCP) at Huxham   RP

MARCH 30       Easter 1 / Second of Easter

11 am Joint Miss ion Comm un i ty Serv ice at Cadbu ry  – Holy Communion (C)  DD

Everyone is invited to this joint service for all the parishes at Cadbury church, and to the bring-
and-share lunch which follows in the Coach Hall at Fursdon House.  If you plan to stay for lunch,
please bring a main course and/or a pudding to share

APRIL 6       Easter 2 / Third of Easter

8 am Holy Communion (BCP) at Cadbu ry  RP

9 am Holy Communion (T) at Cowley  JB

10 am Holy Communion (T) at Huxham   RP

10 am Family Service & Holy Communion (C) at Newton St Cyres   SM

10 am Holy Communion (C) & Baptism at Tho rver ton   DD

10 am Service of the Word at Upton Pyne  Lay-Led

11.15 am Morning Prayer (BCP) at Rewe  VQ

5 pm ‘Service with a Smile’ 
�

 at Stoke Canon  Jubilee Hall  For all ages

6.30 pm Joint Evening Service at Bram pford Speke  Parish Church  RP

6.30 pm Evening Prayer (BCP) at Pol t im ore  DD
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Dail y Services   Usual pattern – please see the Sunday leaflet for daily services each week

Tuesday – Friday 7.30 am Morning Prayer at Tho rver ton
Tuesday 6 pm Evening Prayer at Rewe
Thursday 5 pm Evening Prayer at Newton St Cyres
Saturday 8.30 am Morning Prayer at Tho rver ton

Last Wednesday
of the month

9.30 am Holy Communion (BCP) at Tho rver ton

DD = The Rev Douglas Dettmer, Priest-in-Charge
RP = The Rev Richard Potter, Associate Minister in the Raddon Team

JB = The Rev John Benton
BB = Mrs Bridget Boxall
DB = Mr David Boxall
AB = Mrs Annabel Branney
FC = Prebendary Francis Coles
CC = Mr Chris Cook
JC = Mrs Jane Cook
JD = Mrs Julia Dallen

CH = The Rev Chris Hughes
GK = Mrs Gwynneth Keehner
SL = Mrs Sue Longridge
JM = Preb John Mapson
DP = Mr David Perrott
VQ = Mrs Valerie Quinn
SM = The Rev Sue Martin
VM = Mrs Valerie Mills

MJ = Mrs Maureen Owen-Jones
JS = Mr John Sandford
GS = Mr Guy Sheppard
SS = The Rev Sue Sheppard
AS = The Rev Alan Simmonds
KS = The Rev Ken Strachan
PW = The Rev Peter W ebb
HW = The Rev Harold W hitty

Family Services of the Word marked 
�

 are led by Lay Teams

From the Parish Registers   To mid-February

Fun erals Ruth Albonico (January 29 at Exeter Crematorium)
Dora Ellis (January 30 at Exeter Crematorium)
Roderick Davidson (February 1 at Tho rverton)
Eric Lewarne (February 1 at Exeter Crematorium)
Eric Lewarne (February 1 at Exeter Crematorium)

Would you li ke a li ft to chur ch?
May we offer you a lift to the parish church or to a joint service elsewhere?  For transport to Sund ay serv ices
from locations in Thorverton parish, please ring Steve Rendell on (01392) 860780.  To arrange a lift to the
weekday Holy Comm un ion  at Thorverton on the last Wednesday of the month, please ring Margaret Turner-
Warwick on (01392) 861173

Parish Annu al Meet ings 2008
The Meet ing o f Par ishion ers  elects the churchwardens of the parish.  It is open to (i) all residents of the
parish who are listed as such on a register of local government electors, and (ii) any non-residents whose
names are on the Church Electoral Roll for the parish.

The Annu al Parochial Chu rch Meet ing (APCM) immediately following the Meeting of Parishioners is open
to al l  members of the Church Electoral Roll for the parish.  It chooses representatives for the parish in church
councils and synods, receives the annual accounts of the Parochial Church Council, and reviews the life and
work of the local church over the preceding year.  Please plan to attend these important and informative
annual meetings for your parish:

Bram pford Speke – Thursday, March 27 at 7.30 pm at Brampford Speke Baptist Chapel

Cadbu ry – Sunday, March 9 at 7 pm in the Parish Church (following 6.30 pm Evensong)

Newton St Cyres wi th Cowley – Tuesday, March 25 at 7.30 pm in the Parish Hall Club Room

Pol t im ore wi th Huxham – Wednesday, April 2 at 7.30 pm in the Village Hall

Rewe wi th Netherexe – Tuesday, April 1 at 6.30 pm in the Parish Church (after 6 pm Evening Prayer)

Stoke Canon – Wednesday, March 26 at 7.30 pm in the Parish Church

Tho rver ton – Thursday, April 3 at 7.30 pm in the Parish Church

Upton Pyne – Monday, March 31 at 7.30 pm in the Parish Church (following a 7 pm celebration of Holy
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Communion for the Annunciation to the Blessed Virgin Mary)

From the Revd. R.A. Potter,
Associate Minister

MARCH HARES?
From time to time during the past few years I
have been driving between Newton St Cyres and
Thorverton and I have met a hare. Usually it has
been on the road between the junctions at Shute
Cross and Heathfield (I don’ t know if this road
has a name) and, unlike other animals and birds
which try to dive into the hedge at the first sign
of a vehicle, the hare has seemed to be quite
untroubled by the nearness of a car, but has
sauntered off along the road, with me following,
passing several places where it could turn off into
safely, until i t finally comes to its selected turn-
off and it lollops off into the field or track it has
chosen. I have since learned that this behaviour is
normal at this time of the year, and is the result of
a mating urge which brings buck hares together
to fight in their characteristic “boxing” style,
concentrating on their rivals and losing their
normal fear of cars, humans, and all other types
of danger. “Mad March hares” they have been
dubbed. Now I come to think about it, my
meetings with them on the road have usually been
around this time of year.

March 2008 is a month when we Christians will
behave in a way that for many people seems to be
mad, or at best extremely odd. Two of our
greatest commemorations will this year lie within
the last ten days of the month, whereas in many
years one or both will fall in April.

On 21st March, Good Friday, we shall
thank God that Jesus willi ngly allowed himself to
be executed completely innocently.  We shall
proclaim “ He died for us and for everyone to
save us from our sins.”  Many people will
consider that we are mad to rejoice and be
thankful for such a tragedy.  Instead, they imply,
and frequently say, Christian folk should be
working to create a human society in which such
terr ible things can never  happen.  “One more
innocent victim so long ago simply made the
world a worse place – and it hasn’t got any
better in nearly two thousand years.”

On Easter Day, Sunday March 23rd, we
shall celebrate, along with Christians all over
the world, the Resurrection – the news that Jesus
came back to li fe. “ He rose from the dead” we
shall say and sing – and other people will think
(and some will say openly) that we are mad even
to imagine that it could have happened.  “ He
was dead and he stayed dead, just like everyone
else;” they will say, “ Why don’ t you do more to
help us all to make the most of what remains of
this li fe!”

Those people who think that we Christians are
mad are atheists, people who maintain there is no
God. For them it must be insane that we should
emphasise Good Friday and Easter Day. But
there are also many others who could be called
agnostics – they don’t really know whether or
not there is a God - and consequently they
consider that we are making a lot of fuss about
something very uncertain, and therefore hardly
worth bothering about! Atheists and agnostics
together certainly make up a large number within
our society today, but it is still only a small
proportion. There are countless others, (a much
larger number!), who have a sneaking feeling that
we may be right, who do acknowledge that they
believe in a Supreme Being, in some sort of God.
Very many of them find the words and example
of Jesus, both a challenge and an encouragement,
even though they may not turn out for church
services, and probably regard the Easter
Weekend as a focus for a holiday break rather
than a time for religious ceremonies. (Personally I
have often found that you can combine the two
very well – either enjoy a relaxing change here, or
travel off for a break, and in both cases to share
the religious celebrations with the locals, home or
away!)

So, like the mad March hares, we Church people
are going to stand up as we commemorate the
wonderful ways in which Jesus revealed to us
God’s love. The hares, showing themselves much
more than usual, inevitably become more
vulnerable as a result, because for them the
courtship and mating rituals are so vital that
nothing else matters nearly as much. Perhaps we
Christians also make ourselves more vulnerable
as we draw attention to things which are of the
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utmost importance for us, but which also
emphasise beliefs which others find very difficult
to accept. As a result we may well draw hostili ty
from people who would otherwise regard us as
well-intentioned and misguided, but otherwise
fairly harmless. But it is just because we regard
these two historical events (and the eternal
meaning about sacrificial love and ultimate divine
power which they teach) to be so vital, that we
are ready and willi ng to put our heads “above the
parapet” - to borrow another image of danger.

Of course the death and resurrection of Christ
should be reflected in the lives of Christian
people. It will be hypocrisy if we take part in
Holy Week ceremonies without seeking to live in
a way which reflects the sacrifice of Christ and
which shows confidence in the true meaning of

resurrection (the way in which God’s power can
bring new life out of the disastrous and deathly
situations of this world, as well as promising “life
after death.” )

In any year, whether Easter falls in March, or as
more often, in April, I am proud to stand up to
proclaim “Christ had died! – Christ is risen!” and
I will also add “Christ will come again!” I warmly
invite all readers to join with the local churches in
any of the coming special services and other
activities for Holy Week and Easter. See the
details in this magazine.

Wishing you all a very Happy Easter.  With every
good wish,

Dick Potter

Baptist Church Letter
"Who moved the stone?"

This is the title of a fascinating book by Frank
Morrison, a young lawyer writing in the
nineteenth century about the New Testament
accounts of the resurrection. Morrison was in the
tradition of the liberal scholars of that time and
was convinced that he would easily be able to
demonstrate that it was a fanciful tale invented by
the early Church. However, his first chapter is
entitled, significantly, "The book that refused to
be written" and in it he confesses that the more
he investigated the resurrection the more he
became convinced that it was in fact true.

Lawyers are trained to sift evidence, to evaluate
claim and counter-claim, to compare documents
and to arrive at a conclusion. It is remarkable
how eminent members of the profession have
followed Morrison as they have worked their way
through the New Testament accounts. When I
was a student back in the sixties we invited
Professor Norman Anderson QC to speak at the
Christian Union. Anderson was a very
distinguished expert in the field of Islamic law
and director of the Institute of Advanced Legal
Studies in the University of london. I can see him

now, holding aloft his little book "The Evidence
for the Resurrection" as he gave a masterly talk
to an udience of students, many of whom were by
no means won to his cause in advance.

One of the greatest legal minds of the nineteenth
century, Lord Lyndhurst, who attained high
office as both Solicitor-General and Attorney-
General of the British government, wrote in a
paper discovered after his death:" I know pretty
well what evidence is; and I tell you, such
evidence as that for the Resurrection has never
broken down yet." A former Chief Justice of
England, Lord Darling, said that the evidence for
the resurrection was such that "no intelli gent jury
in the world could fail to bring in a verdict that
the resurrection story is true."

In the book of Acts the first Christian
missionaries consistently proclaim the
resurrection as the truth by which Christianity
stands or falls. Saint Paul writes "If Christ is not
risen then your faith is vain." And so it is, Or so it
would be.

"He is not here...he is risen," He is risen indeed!

Maurice Harr ison, Minister
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Post Office News

February was a quiet month, especially during
half-term, but there were still times when we
wished we had more space for our (orderly?!)
queues, which often crop up just before closing.

We’ve all been on a jolly Post Office® training
course recently to learn more about the new and
improved products available. I do hope you’ ll be
able to spot which ones we are keen to tell you
about, but please keep your eyes open for new
leaflets and keep asking. If you use the website or
phone any of the advertised numbers to buy, e.g.
insurance, please make sure you quote our
branch number: 2165198. This gives us a
payment.

Product of the month
Instant Saver Account

• Competitive rate of interest, guaranteed to
match Bank of England base rates until 2010

• Withdrawals/deposits by electronic card and
pin number

• Six fee-free withdrawals a year

New product
Broadband

• Up to 8Mbps fast broadband speed

• Simple and straightforward, with ‘plug and
go’ pre-configured equipment

• Free connection − no hidden charges

• Broadband Extra includes free wireless
modem and advanced security with parental
controls

Did you know?
• There’s no fee for using the Post Office®

credit card to withdraw cash abroad, which
makes it a good addition to taking some
currency and travellers’ cheques.

The Post Office® Phonecard allows you to make
calls from any non-mobile phone.

Alli son Toogood
Subpostmistress

Post Office Closures Nationwide

Lots of people are asking questions about this
and how it will affect us here in Thorverton.

If Thorverton Sub-Post Office is to be considered
for closure, then there will be a chance for
members of the public to make representations
during the public consultation for the Devon area
plan, which will start on May 20th. If the final
plan includes our closure, the post office would
cease trading on August 19th.

Your support as ever (and more if you can)
making use of our post office, paper shop and
being a member of TCT Ltd, is VITAL and much
appreciated.

Please contact me re. membership and with
questions if you wish.

Heather Kershaw
TCT Ltd Secretary 01392 860419

Thorverton School news

The beginning of February saw the start of a new
musical experience for the pupils of Classes 2 and
3 with the introduction of ukulele lessons. This
opportunity is part of a Government initiative
aimed at giving all pupils the chance to learn a
musical instrument during their primary

schooling. The Crediton Learning Community
recently purchased a set of ukuleles as part of this
funding and it is our turn to lease the instruments
this term. It was a pleasure to see how
enthusiastic the children were to try out the
ukuleles and how quickly they were all singing
and accompanying themselves. If progress is
good we might even get to hear a short

OPENING HOURS

Mon−−−−Fri 9.00−−−−1.00 pm
(including Weds) 2.00−−−−5.30 pm

 Saturday 9.00−−−−12.00 noon

Use it or lose it!
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performance before the end of term. Children in
the School Choir had the opportunity to perform
for others as part of the concert organised by ex-
pupil Christopher Jones in aid of Wateraid. The
children sang beautifully and helped to raise over
£200 .It is always encouraging to see the ways in
which ex-pupils continue to help others and
remain in contact with the school. Thank you to
Mary Thomas and Heather Kershaw for all their
hard work with the choir.

After half term we will be having a Learning
Week where parents can join their children for
lessons.Our focus this year is the use of I.C.T.
With the support of the PTFA we have been able
to purchase a home/school licence for our
Textease CT program which will allow pupils to
use the same programs at home as they use in
school .During our Learning Week we are going
to provide a series of training sessions designed

to help get parents started and opportunities to
see the different ways I.C.T is used to support
learning in the curriculum.

Finally, we are also looking forward to receiving
football training from Exeter City as our prize for
winning an Express and Echo competition
sponsored by Flybe. Given our recent sporting
achievements I am sure that the pupils will take
every advantage of this to improve their skill s
even further.

If you would like to join our community
assemblies this term they will be on:

Friday 4 April at 3.10 pm

Denise Woodgate
Acting Headteacher

I don't believe it!

If you ever watch PM’s Question Time, you will
know what a circus it has become with the PM
rarely answering any questions and his partners in
crime merely making sugary statements of
endearment. To make it crystal clear it should,
perhaps, be renamed PM’s Answer Time.

I am frequently reminded of the inventiveness of
the English language.

However, a word that has recently jarred with me
is “unclarity” – perhaps it is used in some
countries, but I couldn’ t find it in the OED.

Another new word that I doubt has a long-term
future is “disunambiguate”.

A recent advertisement for low energy light bulbs
claimed they use five times less electricity than
normal bulbs. I guess that means they use one
fifth as much energy as normal bulbs - but it

doesn’t sound quite as impressive as five times
less. Whilst low energy lamps are more efficient,
the savings are often overstated. Clearly, if they
use less power and produce less heat, in winter
that reduction will need to be compensated for by
the heating system working that bit harder, and
using more gas or oil – nothing is for nothing!

Having, quite rightly, persuaded us to re-cycle
our tins and bottles I was amazed to be told that
Mid Devon District Council continue to collect
milli ons of bottles each year from local pubs and
hotels  - and take them to landfill . Remembering
the days when all milk, beer and pop bottles were
returnable I was encouraged to discover that
Manns brown ale bottles still are.

So if you really want to save the planet, forget
recycling tokenism, and start drinking Manns
brown ale.

Commentator
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Thorverton and District History Society

The formal business of our 2008 AGM on 25
January was efficiently concluded and the
Society’s Chairman, Bill Stamper, then gave a
fascinating talk on “Growing up in Thorverton”
(or “The Confessions of a Misspent Youth”).

Bill was born in Kent and in early childhood
suffered with asthma. His Dad was in a reserve
occupation as a schoolmaster and in 1944 took
medical advice moving the family to the milder
climate of Devon, to live in the then somewhat
primitive School House with a black iron kitchen
stove and a pump. In those days the school field
was home to a detachment of the US Army
housed in over 20 Nissan huts. He recalled that
his mother also taught, along with a Miss Coren
and the late Lucy Davies, and Mrs Cobley was
cook. His Father introduced Football and Cricket
into the curriculum. The school educated children
up to the age of 14, and Bill recalled failing his 11
plus the first time.

Between 8 and 8:15 a.m. Station Road would be
busy with people hurrying to the station to catch
the trains to Tiverton and Exeter.

His father was also organist and choirmaster, but
his great love was fishing, so by 4 p.m. he would
be seen by the Exe, and also shooting in the
locality on Saturdays. This was in the golden
days before 24 hour TV, political correctness and
the constraints of Health and Safety.

Bill recalled that the landlord of the Bell and the
vicar were both apparently called Moses, but
local references to Beery Moses and Holy Moses

failed to amuse the vicar.

Thorverton was a very self sufficient community
with its own newsagent (Tom Tree), cobbler (Mr
Diamond), three bakers (Edworthy, Newcombe
and Potter), butcher (Mays), dairy (Plucknett),
ironmonger and coal merchant (Short), taxi
service (Potter), garage (Edworthy) and basket
maker (Antle).

He felt that changes in the community during his
30 year absence were largely due to changes in
farming, citing Poole farm’s 240 acres had 40
milkers, 3 combines, the only grain drier in the
region, 5000 chickens and at peak times
employed 19 people – compared with the
minimal employment provided by local
agriculture today. Many vill age personalities were
affectionately remembered, including some
formidable military characters returning at the
end of the war.

The good things in life enjoyed by the local youth
- sledging down from the Rookery in the winter
of 47, bonfires and rolli ng burning tyres down the
slope on 5 November, harvesting, tree climbing,
riding the coal horse back to his field along
School Lane, Cricket, Hockey, Football, Bike
racing, Rugby, Badminton and Tennis, and later
cycling tours of Devon, Cornwall and the New
Forest, left us with an impression of a well spent
youth, full of colour and excitement. Thank you
for sharing your recollections with us, Bill.

Barr ie Philli ps

The history of the W.I. Hut

Can you help? I am researching as to the how
the W I hut came into being.

To date I have managed to discover the
following:

Mrs Plucknett once kept pigs on the site that now
houses the hut. She kindly gave the said land for
the hut to be erected on.

The hut was left over from the 14-18 Great War
and was donated by Mrs Huggins.

The hut was brought into the vill age by steam
train and was probably the vill ages first prefab.
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It was brought up from the station by horse and
cart, which was the main source of road travel at
that time.

The first W I meeting took place on 02-02-24.

During the Second World War evacuees arrived
along with their teachers. As the vill age school
was too small to take them, a curtain was put up
in the hut and classes were held each side of it.

The bar that held the curtain is still evident to this
day.

As you enter the premises you will see on your
left hand side a pigeonhole with a sliding door
behind it.

In days gone by films were held on the premises
and tickets were bought and sold here.

There was, until lately, a shelf either side of the
pigeonhole and I have been informed that the one
in the lobby had other uses. The lady locking up
would place her bag here while she searched for
the key!

(The shelf was removed during Jan 08 for Health
and Safety reasons, but because of its historic
importance it is still i n our position)

A certificate has been found on the premises
stating that a ‘Sidney John Rutherford’ passed an
exam in Braill e writing in  October 1927

Do you have a relative answering to this name?

We also have a photo taken by an Ex Bridge
studio, of a re enactment of Henry V taken in
1930 in what is believed to be the apple orchard,
where Bullens Close is now situated.

We hope to put these and other photos on display
at a later date.

I am aware that the hut is consider by some to be
a relic of Thorverton's past but I, along with
others, many outside of the W I, believe it to be
an important part of the vill age's past and feel it
should be preserved.

If you can help I can be contacted on
craftycards@talktalk.net

Should you not have access to a p c, the post
office have kindly agreed to pass onto me any
information left with them, for which I am very
grateful.

Thanking you in anticipation.

Sylv Gregory

Womens' Institute

On February 1st we had a friendly skittle match
with Stoke Cannon W I and left with a big smile
on our face because despite them having acquired
the aid of three men on their team we beat them.
Yes!!!

Both sides enjoy the friendly banter that occurs
and during the evening we all partake of a
delicious buffet.

As if this wasn’t enough, on February 2nd two
teams set out for a county quiz at Morchard
Bishop. In a bid to prove that the brain doesn’t
die when you reach a certain age, one of the
teams came third out of the nineteen teams
present, and now have to go through to the final
stage.

It was lovely to greet two new faces at our Feb
meeting.

Due to sudden unforeseen circumstances our
expected speaker was unable to attend.

At extremely short notice Mr Charlie Palmer
gave a very interesting talk on water dowsing.
Charlie (as he preferred to be called) grew up in
Bridestowe. He attended classes on based on
‘Dartmoor’ after which he became involved in a
DCC scheme. As this involved a lot of walking he
took up map reading.

Following other ventures he found himself limited
during the winter months and so took up water
dowsing.
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Most people associate dowsing with water, but
missing items and minerals can also be found.

He has discovered many chapels, which have
usually been beside bridle paths. As he pointed
out they were not recorded and when they
became a ruin they were forgotten about.

In days gone by forked hazel sticks were used as
tools of the trade, but that has been stopped
because, if one was over a strong point the stick
could spring up and give one a nasty eye.

Charlie uses metal rods and a pendulum. He did
some dowsing during his talk and told us there
was water approx. 30 to 40ft down beneath the
premises.

He’s sure there are two separate flows and they
form a cross, which would indicate that there was
once a well there.

He also said that there was once a medieval
chapel, around 1550, at the back half of the
room.

Speaking to him at a later date he stated that
there may have been three chapels in the area and
that they all shared one alter.

After he finished speaking he had us all walking
around with rods and much hilarity pursued

Elizabeth Redler won the competition and Mary
Stevens won Flower of the Month.

Sylv Gregory

Garden Club News

The AGM of the Brampford Speke and Upton
Pyne Garden Club which took place on the 21st

January went very well and was well attended.
The meeting was followed by an enjoyable slide
show given by Nick Baker on his last trip to
South Africa.

We have five meetings with speakers lined up for
this year which should all prove to be interesting.
These will take place on 18th February – “The
Great Trees of East Devon Project” , 17th March
– “A year in the life of Sherwood Garden”, 21st

April – “South African Plants at Trecanna “– a
nursery in Cornwall, 15th September – “The use
of honey and hive products in Health” , and 20th

October – “A gardener’s travels in Thailand.” On

the 10th May we have our annual Spring Flower
Show and during June and July we hope to repeat
visits to local gardens in the immediate area. Our
annual coach outing will take place in July the
actual date and venue of which will be confirmed
later on. The year will finish as usual with our
annual Garden Club Dinner which will take place
on the 28th November. All events are open to
non-members and if someone is interested in
coming to a particular talk they are of course
welcome to do so for a small charge so why not
come along and enjoy an evening in convivial
company. New members are of course always
welcome and further details can be obtained
either from me on 861 205 or Veronica Clarke on
841 530.

Ros Rowlerson

Michael Ayre’s Cows

Michael wants to know how many cows he might
expect to have if a cow has a she-calf at the age
of two years and then another she-calf every year;
and each of her young (and their young and so
on) likewise has a calf at the age of two years and
thereafter every year.

How many cows would have sprung from his
cow and her descendants in the space of twenty-
five years?
A prize awaits the person who submits the first
correct answer to the editor drawn out after 19th
March.
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TARTS news

Thorverton Amblers Ramblers and Trampers

Saturday  2nd February
After the first two walks of this year during
January which were both wet and windy I was
glad to see February 2nd was such a fine crisp
winter's day for my local walk on the high ground
that separates the northern edge of Exeter from
the exe valley as I had decided that this beautiful
area is worth leading a walk through and as I
suspected some people would be surprised at the
existence of this near to their regular route to
work etc, and they were. The walk was fairly
easy except for the mud which we soon
encountered shortly after leaving the top of Stoke
Valley road and at Stoke Hill  farm there was an
air of excitement when in the field there appeared
to be a stag but to my knowledge it's been there
at least a year and was fooled myself by this
wickerwork display back then. We carried on
along the ridge walk with the fantastic views over
the valley and beyond into Somerset and had a
short stop at the derelict house and stables at
Cheneygate before proceeding through the
Pinnbrook valley to beacon heath where there
was an opportunity for fish and chips but these
TARTS being an healthy bunch I was the only
one to indulge myself but that didn't stop them
eating some of my chips, except Allan who
settled for his microwaved pastie before we
moved off and headed for the Mincinglake valley
park and the steady ascent up the bridal path
beside the houses of stoke valley road to find our
cars. All in all a uneventful but nevertheless
a lovely walk on a lovely day. 

Saturday 16th February
We had a huge turnout for this walk starting from
Chawleigh near Eggesford, and fantastic weather.
There was a real variety of scenery, from (slightly
muddy!) green lanes and tracks to open fields and
woodland. It was also quite gentle going, with no
steep hill s. We finished a great walk with a trip to
a lovely little pub in Chawleigh, who were quite

happy to let muddy boots and dogs into the bar
and the restaurant area, for some good food and
a welcome drink. It was nice to see some new
TARTS on the walk, and hope that more of you
will j oin us for future walks.

Forthcoming dates:
Saturday 1st March 2008: Long walk led by Pat
and Ian. Meet at the Bell at 09.30.

Saturday 15th March 2008: Shorter walk around
Hartland Quay led by Alan. Meet at The Bell at
09.30.

Saturday 5th April 2008: Walk led by Heather and
Royston, location to be decided, meet at the Bell
at 09.30

Saturday 19th April 2008: Longish walk led by
Graeme, meet at the Bell at 0930

Saturday 3rd May 2008: A real treat led by Jim, a
tour of the deer farm at Cadbury  followed by a
walk up to the castle. Time to be decided but
keep an eye on Focus and the Old Post Office
window for details.

T.A.R.T.S. weekday walks:
• local short walks (3 – 4 miles)
• regular exercise in pleasant company
• dogs welcome
• meet promptly opposite The Bell

Inn Thorverton

      Mar :    Wed 5th      1.00
                  Thu 20th    10.00
      Apr :    Tue  1st    10.00

Please join us soon. We walk sometimes two
miles, sometimes three or four, usually fairly
locally.

If you'd like to lead us on your favourite walk
then please contact Heather 860419 (or Jean or
Caroline).

Caroline Prince
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Golf Society Players of
Thorverton
Since the last Focus there has been two GSPOT
competitions, the Results are as foll ows:

Sunday 27th January, Standard Society Stableford
Competition:
Winner: Ken Galvin     (Sorry points unknown)

Joint Runners Up:  Peter Thomas, John (Magic
Shoes) Mann & Scott Hasler.

Sadly I do not know if any one received the
Donna-Y Trophy maybe there were just to many
of them to acknowledge.

Friday 8th February, Standard Society
Competition:
Winner: Garth Pearce with 15 pts
Runner up: Sheila Ball with 14 pts
Third spot Andy French with 13 pts

Brick on a Stick Competitions:
Joint Winners here  Geoff Bulley & Bob Wilson,
but Geoff being the gent he is let Bob have it
because it was his first outing with us so it would
be nice if he won something, nice thought Geoff,
Or was it a get out?

The Tarts Trophy:
The Reluctant Winner here was Rusty Ball he
tried to explain that he did not deserve it but to
no avail.

The Donna-Y Trophy:
Bob Hyde received it but again with some
questions attached. Normally you face the way
you are hitting the ball, Bob was seen standing
facing the tee and hitting the ball towards the flag
stick, strange things happen on a Golf Course!

DATES for Next Meetings:
Sunday 24th February meet 10.30 am at the
Exeter Inn.
Friday 14th March meet 1 pm at the Exeter Inn.
Friday 21st March (Good Friday) meet 10.30 am
meet Exeter Inn.
Sunday 30th March meet 10.30 am Exeter Inn.
PLEASE NOTE the Good Friday meet happens
to be our 3rd Birthday so we are looking for

sponsors or gifts, prizes or fun gimmicks etc
contact Russell i f interested.

The AGM took place on Sunday 27th after the
Golf meeting.

With differences of opinion around the room
eventually a vote took place and we ended up
with the following:
CHAIRMAN Mr John Mann.
SEC/MANAGER Mr Russell Ball.
Treasurer Sheila Ball (voluntary post)

Press Officer Bob Hyde (voluntary post )

Anyone needing to contact the Society should do
so through The Exeter Inn on 01392 860206.

Finally I have been asked on behalf of the
GSPOTS to give our sincere appreciation to
Dave Harlow who for the past 3 years has
nurtured and guided the Society and put a great
deal of his personal time to help the rest of us
enjoy our golf, without this input the society
would not be where it is today, Dave thank you
very much.

On the behalf of the GSPOTS I would like to
wish Rob Tooze a speedy recovery following his
recent knee op and look forward to seeing him
back on the first tee.

Bob Hyde

Youth Football Club

Saturday 26th January Thorverton travelled to
Tiverton for there cup match against Moores in
the Sainsburies under 9's friendly league. The
game could not have started better for
Thorverton with Jack Thomas scoring from a
distance just a few minutes into the first half.
Moores then played some great football but at
half time they were still 1-0 down. The second
half was a very close contest with both sides
having equal shots on goal but it was Moores
who replied in the dying minutes with a great
header to make the score even at 1-1, so extra
time beckoned!! With only five minutes each way
for extra time neither team looked like scoring
with most of the play in the middle of the field.
So the final whistle went with both teams dreding
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the penalty shoot out not nice for any team but
you had to feel for these poor boys of 8 and
9yrs..... First up were Moores and you could feel
the tention but the Thorverton Keeper Sam
Talbot made a great save it was up tp Benji
Thomas to take the first Thorverton penalty and
he struck it well placing it neatly in the corner of
the goal. Moores up again and Sam saved it again
there were cheers all round. In youth football i t is
the best of three penaltys so if Jack Thomas
scored for Thorverton it was all over and that is
exactly what he did so Thorverton were through
after a very nail biting game but all credit to both
teams and their managers. But special credit to
the super saver Sam!!!!!

Saturday 9th February Thorverton under 9's
played host to Exwick in a league match at the
recreation ground. It was to be an interesting
match as Exwick are our pair as a lot of clubs
have two teams and travel and host their matches
together so we are with Exwick as we were last
year. The game started off slowly with both
teams finding their feet. But it was to be
Thorverton's victory with a 2-0 win, on the score
sheet were Bailey Carbines and Jack Thomas
with the whole team playing well.

Saturday 23rd February and Thorverton were
to play host to Kentisbeare and Hemyock but
owing to half term holidays Hemyock were
unable to field enough players. So it was up to
Kentisbeare to try and break Thorvertons
unbeaten record and they very nearly did coming
close to scoring on a number of occasions leaving
the defence rattled and Sam Talbot having to pull
of some fine saves. Thorverton in their usual
fashion left the best until last scoring two great
goals in the last three minutes of full time with
Bailey Carbines to break the deadlock from a
great cross by Jack Thomas who also scored the

second goal leaving poor Kentisbear reeling from
their 2-0 defeat after playing so well and nearly
seeing a 0-0 draw.  Exwick were also at the
recreation ground for their league match against
Kentisbear with Exwixk the victors winning 4-1
against a deflated Kentisbear.

Saturday 1st March  Thorverton travel to Exeter
to play Central in the next round of the cup so
GOOD LUCK to the boys and their managers.
Lets just hope its not another penalty shoot
out!!!!!!! Saturday 8th March and its back to the
league with two games against Hevitree Buzzards
and Hevitree Kestrels at Ladysmith School. The
next games at the recreation ground are
Saturday 22nd March against West Hill Wasps
and West Hill Hornets kick off 10.15 so come
along and support your youth Football team.

Natasha Carbines

Cricket Club update
Senior pre-season training starts on Sunday
March 2nd, taking place at West Exe school,
Alphington from 4.30 - 6.00 p.m. They run every
Sunday in March, except for Easter. Contact
James Meredith on 01392 272504 for more
details.

We are also running indoor sessions for the
juniors. contact Julie  Choules on 01392 861503
for more details.

Outdoor training starts on Thursday April 3rd

from 6.30 p.m., with the first match against
Chudleigh on Saturday April 12th. Colts nights
start on Friday April 25th.

James Meredith
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Not the Village Shop
Fairtrade Fortnight

Fairtrade Fortnight finishes on 9th March.
We’ve had stickers highlighting those products
from abroad that carry the Fairtrade Mark. The
Mark gives the guarantee that the products are
fairly traded and make a positive difference to the
lives of farmers and workers in the developing
world. We thought you may be interested to
know more about the suppliers.

Alli son has supported TRAIDCRAFT for many
years and we’re pleased to be able to carry many
of their consumable products in the shop − sugar,
tea, coffee, sweets, chocolate, pasta, snacks.
Traidcraft also has a charity called Traidcraft
Exchange − you may have noticed their collecting
box on the counter. It is the UK's only
development charity specialising in making trade
work for the poor. It works to:

Trade − identifying the problems that prevent the
poor benefiting from trade, and working to
overcome these.

Support −−−− identifying the services that small
businesses need to enable them to trade
effectively, and building the capacity of local
service providers to provide these services on an
affordable basis.

Influence −−−− undertaking lobbying and advocacy
activities to campaign for trade policies that help
rather than hurt the poor; helping poor producers
to understand the rules that restrict how they
trade.

The Traidcraft spring catalogue is now available,
so why not pick one up at the shop and have a
look at what else is on offer? There are some
beautiful pieces of inexpensive jewellery and
other fashion accessories, lovely ceramics and
other beautiful and useful items for the home,
toys and much more.

NOT THE VILLAGE SHOP
OPENING HOURS

Mon−Fri 8.30−1.00 pm  3.00−6.00 pm
Saturday 8.30−12.00

Proprietors: Stephen and Alli son Toogood

SUMA
Other fairly traded products in the shop come
from Suma, an independent wholefood
wholesaler-distributor which specialises in
vegetarian, fairly traded, organic, ethical and
natural products. You may have noticed that our
surprisingly wide range of dried fruit, seeds,
pulses, grains etc comes from Suma’s own-brand
products. We think they are delicious and, best of
all, they are very good value.

Suma is run as a workers’ cooperative with an
‘uncompromising passion for ethical trading’ .
While they do use an elected Management
Committee to implement decisions and business
plans, the decisions themselves are made at
regular General Meetings with the consent of
every member. There’s no chief executive, no
managing director and no company chairman.  In
practice, this means that day-to-day work is
carried out by self-managing teams of employees
who are all paid the same wage, and who all
enjoy an equal voice and an equal stake in the
success of the business.

If you’d like to know more, have a look at their
website, www.suma.co.uk, or we can lend you a
catalogue. If you spot anything you’d like to
order, just let us know (by March 31st). It’s
cheaper for you and us to buy in bulk.

And talking of orders …
To be sure of what you want from local
producers, just order at the shop or phone
07710 276906 by 3.30pm the day before, e.g.

• bread, rolls, scones, hot cross buns …
(from The Village Bakery, Exeter)

• milk, cream … (from Dunn’s Dairy)
fresh meat, sausages, bacon, cold meats …
(from A J Cox, Crediton)
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Nature Notes
Thank you to Jane Ristic for letting us know
about the Environment Agency Web-Cams at
Thorverton Bridge. In January Diane Baker was
walking her dogs along the riverbank at Upexe
and happened to peer over the edge and there
below she spotted an otter. Even more exciting is
that the otter was eating a fish. So, every now and
again log on to the Web-Cam site, you may be
lucky to spot something interesting, no luck so far
for me.

Do you recall in the October and November
editions of Focus I wrote about the privet hawk-
moth caterpill ars who appeared to struggle to find
a suitable depth of soil in which to pupate? Well,
would you believe that on 24 January when we
came home after school, to my surprise, on the
paving outside the conservatory was a large pupa?
I guess it must be a pupa one of the two privet
hawk-moth caterpill ars. It was probably scuffed
out of its burial chamber by a blackbird. The
blackbird has a habit of picking out the clumps of
moss between the paving bricks. I reburied the
pupa in a plant pot and stuck an appropriately
written plant label in the pot. The trouble is the
pupa may over winter for two years. In the
summer I will careful check to see if the pupa is
still i ntact.

I had a report of frogspawn at Silverton week
commencing 21 January. Two dollops of
frogspawn appeared in our pond on 30 January,
roughly a week earlier than last year followed by
another dollop on 5 and 7 February.

Well, I know our golfers are proud of their long
shots but there is no way they could hit as far as
Wyke Hill from Newton St Cyres course. So who
is the culprit who shattered a roof pane of my
sister's greenhouse leaving the evidence on the
floor below? We suspect it may be a seagull. Have
you noticed any birds flying off f rom the course
with golf balls?

Whilst sitting in the garden of The Butterleigh Inn
on 12 February, a beautifully sunny and warm day,
Jane and Alan Turner are convinced they saw and
heard a nightingale singing. The nightingale
usually arrives along with the swallow in April but

who knows, with the trend of mild winters you
never know what you will see next.

On 17 February I found a ruby tiger moth
caterpill ar crawling across the conservatory floor.
It must have been in a strelizia plant I had earlier
brought up from the greenhouse. The warmth
must have coaxed the caterpill ar out from
hibernation. This caterpill ar will be of the second
generation caterpill ars of the ruby tiger moth. The
second generation feed from July to October then
go into hibernation and commence feeding in early
spring before pupating.

Jenny Garne

Poetry

Lines wr itten on the train to Penzance,
to gain entry t o a fri end's Book Group

My vegetables are carefully grown
and nurtured once the seed is sown:
I watch and water, feed, and fend
From all attacks pests might intend.

My daffodils are flung around
And carelessly pushed in the ground;
But what we eat we must not spoil,
By negligence of seed or soil.

So bulb, and root, and seed I plant
With labour that I trust will grant
Full many a meal to grace my board,
With tasty greens shops don't afford.
And yet, there seems to be some law
That nothing grows without a flaw.

The runner beans are running wild,
By their own energy beguiled;
They always reach beyond my guess,
To weave a tangled wilderness.

That red potato, carefully dug,
Has been quite riddled by a slug.
I know I planted a courgette
But where, exactly, I forget.

My raspberries will not last out
While little children are about,
To grasp one with a grimy paw,
And thrust it in the ready maw.

They never say: “Oh Grandmama,
I wonder if I go too far,
In asking if I might devour
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A small head of your cauliflower?"

So when fierce Nature quietly wrecks
The Harvest that my toil expects,
Her bugs and beasts and lack of care
Have left my larder rather bare.
But who can carp when Spring fulfils
The promise of those daffodils!

Rosemary Stoyle

The village churchyard

Over lost loved ones, spring has spread
A golden quilt upon earth’s bed,
As myriad celandines unfold
Petals bright - reflecting gold
Of the early sunshine’s rays,
A sight to brighten lonesome days.
They sleep with beauty all around
In our churchyard’s hallowed ground;
A mistle thrush has made a nest
And robins sing above their rest,
Primroses and ladies’ smocks
Mingle with plantains and docks,
Providing food for butterflies,
Which lend some solace to our sighs.
Herein they lie at peace and free
From all that troubles you and me.

Doreen Beer

Review

Excerpts from Godspell
Thorverton Parish Church, 2nd February

On Saturday 2nd February, some of the vill agers
had a special treat in our Parish Church. It was
not so much the performance, which was unique,
but the fact that it was a 14-year old lad - a lad
from Thorverton - who prepared and saw the
event through. These days when so much negative
is said about the young, this alone is worth
mentioning.

Then too, the £220-plus collected towards Water
Aid, I find very gratifying. Having lived in what
was then British Somalil and, on the Horn of
Africa, we once went a whole year with no water
on tap. Since that experience I particularly
appreciate a constant flow each time I need water.

So well done Chris, well done also to the small
and not so small singers and each person who did
help. Let us have more of these in the future
please.

Annette Mawson

Demonstration
against garden
incineration in
Thorverton.



Focus on Thorverton 26 Vol. 39  No. 3 – March 2008

The Garden in March

Last week we had Spring- for one day, and it was
lovely. Now, of course, it is mid-winter again,
very cold but with clear blue skies, sun beginning
to warm up (it was lovely standing out of the wind
with the sun on my back), but plummeting
temperatures once the sun goes down, and really
sharp frosts at night. This is just as memory tells
me winters used to be, but perhaps memory isn't
always accurate! Anyway, we are told that cloud
and rain are on the way, with a rise in
temperatures, so I expect that things will carry on
in an indeterminate way for a few more weeks.
We certainly don't seem to get the clear-cut
seasons that we once used to have, and how our
garden plants (not to mention all the wild ones as
well) are supposed to know where they are I do
not know. But -spring starts officially this month
(not that the weather necessarily takes any notice
of this ), and the clocks will go forward, and there
will be an extra hour to catch up on all the
outdoor jobs that have been put on hold. Good!

There is plenty to do once the ground is dry and
warm enough to work on. It has always seemed to
me, on the clay soil in this garden that there is
about a two or three day 'window' between the
soil being a sticky bog, and it turning to something
resembling concrete!

This is now about the last chance to plant 'bare-
root' trees and shrubs for this year, but of course,
container grown plants can be planted at any time
of the year, providing that the soil i s workable.

I was always taught that March was the best
month to prune roses, as by then it was unlikely
that the new young growths would be damaged by
late frosts. These days, however, with our milder
winters, and growth starting so much earlier,
February pruning is the norm, so if you still have
to prune your roses, get it done fairly soon. Later
pruning will not hurt the plants, but of course, the
young shoots will be late, and flowering will be a
few weeks behind.

As I mentioned in a previous article, I have
already bought one or two boxes of tiny seedlings,
to be pricked out and grown on for summer

bedding and troughs, but I have got a frost-free
greenhouse -if you haven't got this, or one of
those five yard long warm windowsill s that the
garden writers all seem to talk about, wait a few
more weeks, until you can put them into a cold
frame, or faili ng this, space under a warm wall,
where the plants can be covered with fleece,
bubble wrap, or even newspaper at night if it gets
cold.

If you have spare space on a fence or wall, have
you thought of trying to grow some sort of fruit?
These days you can grow most types of fruit as a
cordon, from apples to currants of all kinds.
Gooseberries are very easy to grow as single,
double, or triple cordons. I had two bushes a few
years ago, horrid prickly things! And although
they were several years old, I decided to turn
them into cordons. T selected three strong young
shoots near the base of each, and cut away
everything else completely. I then put three good
stakes about 8-9 in apart in a line to each bush,
and tied in and trained the shoots to these. Each
autumn I cut all side shoots off these leaders back
to 3in or so, and then in early spring back again to
about 3 buds. The plants will fruit on these very
short 'spur' shoots, and they are much less prickly
to pick, and are also at a much easier height for
picking. Keep the spurs pruned hard each year,
but let the three leaders carry on up the stakes
until they are the height you want, and then prune
them back hard each year as well. The fruit will be
much less prickly to pick, and the bushes really
take up very little space. And you can still grow
your roses or clematis either side of them, and a
gooseberry or redcurrant (grown in exactly the
same way) in fruit is really very decorative even in
an ornamental garden, and a very tidy plant all the
year round. Then, how about trying a cordon
apple or pear in a gap somewhere else, and have
your own mini fruit garden- you can't beat fresh
home grown produce!

P.B.
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Water Aid concert

The evening of 2nd Feb saw some wonderful
entertainment in Thorverton Church and showed
what great musical talent there is amoung the
young people in our area.

Christopher Jones and friends sang extracts from
Godspell along with a specially composed song
for WaterAid. This was a truly professional

performance and captivated the audience from
start to finish.

Thorverton Primary School Choir and Church
Junior Consort sang 2 choruses beautifully and it
was clear to see that these youngsters had
practiced very hard to achieve such melodic
results, with a little help from Mrs Kershaw and
Mrs.Thomas!

Many thanks to all who supported this event.

Chris Jones flanked by school-girl
singers from Stage by Stage.

Thorverton Youth Choir.
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News from Sheldon

Local events at Sheldon during March and April.

Four Steps of Love
Friday 7 March
‘Made in the image of God… transformed into
the likeness of Christ.’
Fiona Gardner is a writer and chair of the
Thomas Merton Society.  She draws on St
Bernard’s four stages of love and links them with
the four key questions Jesus asks in the Gospels

The Nature

Both above events start at 7.45pm.  Please let us
know you are coming and bring £5 for
sandwiches and expenses. Fat Pigeon Bar open

Shrove Tuesday Silent Day
Tuesday 5 February  10.00am - 4.00pm
An opportunity to simply be at Sheldon in
silence.
Tickets in advance £8 including lunch and
refreshments

Quiet Day
Thursday 6 March  10.15am – 3.45pm
Silence with four addresses given by Archdeacon
Penny Driver.
Tickets in advance £15 including lunch and
refreshments.

For more information:  01647 252752.
smm@sheldon.uk.com
www.sheldon.uk.com
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Thorverton Parish Information
(Please notify any changes to the Editor.)

AIR AMBULANCE EMERGENCY - QUOTE NATIONAL GRID REFERENCE
RECREATION GROUND – Sheet 192 SS 923019   MEMORIAL HALL FIELD – Sheet 192 SS 926019

Bus services            See inside back cover
Carers' Suppo rt Group Anne Higman, Wyndham House Surgery, Silverton.   860034.

Meetings - 3rd Wednesday of month, Wyndham House, 2.30-4.30 p.m.
Church (C of E) The Revd. Douglas Dettmer, The Rectory, Thorverton.  860332

Church Wardens Peter Colebrook, Ockero, Thorverton.  861019.
Edwin Greed, Fortescue, Netherexe.  841231.

Consort Mary Thomas, 1 The Glebe, Thorverton.  860730.
P.C.C. Treasurer Royston Kershaw, 25 The Glebe, Thorverton.  860419.
Friends of Thorverton Parish Church Trust    Emmie Aird, Kirkfoard, The Berry, Thorverton.

Church (Baptist) The Revd. Maurice Harrison, 01884 258599.
Secretary Phyllis Langdon,  860932. Services, notice board or Focus.

Coun ty Coun cill or Cllr. Mr. M. Lee.  01363 772671.
District Coun cill or Cllr. Mr. R. M. Deed.  01392 861258.
Doctors Dr  Jon Wride & Partner / Drs Stead, O’Brien & Ziegler. Surgery times: see

below.
Electricity (Western Power) Report a loss of power: 0800 365 900   Bill Enquiries: 0800 365 000

Street lights 0870 556 1851
Friends of Thorverton & Silverton Surgeries     Christine Walker,  881501
Gas Emergency 0800 111999
Leonard Trust   Chairman: R. Hughes. Secretary: Mrs. E. Hughes, 3 Dinham Mews, Exeter   EX4 4EF
Library (Exeter Mobile)      EVERY WEDNESDAY, 2.55pm to 3.15pm  in the Quarry Car Park
Newspaper Reporter (Express & Echo)   Jane Ristic, 53 Silver Street, Thorverton.  860054
Parish Coun cil Chairman Cllr. Michael Ayre,
Parish Clerk Mrs Kate West, Great Pit Stables, Silverton.  861560.
Parish Coun cil Meetings 2nd Tuesday of month, at Baptist Church Schoolroom, 7.30 pm.
Parish Allotments Contact the Parish Clerk - 861560
Parish Coun cil Notice Board  Situated in School Lane, opposite the Thorverton Arms.
     IMPORTANT!- PLANNING APPLICATION NOTICES ARE DISPLAYED HERE.
Pension Service PO Box 93,  Plymouth  PL6 5WJ.      0845 60 60 265
Police Central Switchboard 24 Hours:  0845 2777444.
Post Off ice Portacabin (TCT Ltd)  Quarry Car Park, Thorverton  EX5 5NG.   860455

Mon. to Fri :  9 am.-1.00 pm.,    2 pm.– 5.30 pm.
Sat. :             9 am.-12 noon      Sun.  9 am - 10.30 am for newspaper sales only

Business Manager:     Jill Blewett, Faircop, Jericho St, Thorverton
Company Secretary & Treasurer: Heather Kershaw, 25 The Glebe, 860419

Public Telephon e Kiosk Opposite the Church, outside the Bell Inn, Dinneford  St.
Schoo l (C of E Primary)  (Acting) Head Teacher: Denise Woodgate   860374.
Schoo l Governors Chair: John Iffla  01392 851943

Clerk: Jane Ristic, 53 Silver St.  860054
Schoo l P.T.F.A. Chair: Deishan Luffman, North Barn, Raddon, Thorverton. 860016

Secretary: Marie Thomas, 01884 855275
Treasurer: Di Baker, 860426

South West Water 24 Hour Emergency: 0800 169 1144. 
         Helpline: 0800 169 1133.

Thorverton Mill ennium Chair: Dame Margaret Turner-Warwick, Pynes House,
Green Trust Silver Street  861173     Hon. secretary: Shirley Hoole.

Thorverton Rural Services Chair: Alan Turner, 860164
Association

Tiverton Volunteer Centre 28, Gold Street, Tiverton  EX16 6PY.  Judy Seymour, 01884 255734.
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Thorverton Organisations

Amateur Dramatic Society     Chair: Colin Marshall, 861228
Secretary: Sally Salter, 841740
Meetings - Last Wednesday of each month at the W.I. Hut.

Art Group Barrie Phillips, Crossmead, School Lane, Thorverton. 860529
Meet Fridays during term-time at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 am-12.00.

Arts Exchange Claire Cousins, Cubberley House, The Berry. 860438.
Monthly meetings in members’ homes at 8.0 pm. (see Diary)

Association Foot ball Club   Chairman: Andy Harris, 01392 851664
Secretary: David Gregory, 2 The Orchard, Brampford Speke, 841803.

Bridge Circle Graeme Culshaw, 3 The Glebe, Thorverton 860203.
Meets 1st/3rd/5th Fridays at the W.I. Hut from 7.00 p.m..

Brownies’ Leader Hannah James, 0789 403 7133.
Meet Fridays during term-time at the W.I. Hut, 5.30-7.00 pm.

Church Flower Club Meetings as advertised.
Cricke t Club Chair: Charles Kislingbury, Arley House, 19 Church St, Silverton.  860270

  Secretary: M C Denford, 14 Moorlands, Tiverton EX16 6UF 01884 255076
Fixture Sec: J Meredith, 190 Mincinglake Rd, Exeter EX4 7DS 01392 272504

Focus Magazine Chair: John Carter, Rewe.  841237
Editor: Neville Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062.
Secretary: Jane Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062.
Treasurer:  Barbara Uglow, 14 Cleaves Close, Thorverton. 860614.
 Focus deliveries – John Carter, Rewe.  841237

Friends of Silverton & Thorverton Surgeries
Coffee Mornings in The Royal British Legion Club, Silverton
held on the LAST THURSDAY of every month except December.

Golf Society Players of Thorverton Contact Russell Ball. 841506
History Society Chair: Bill Stamper, Dunelm, Raddon, Thorverton. 860214

Secretary: Phyllis Langdon, Ferndale, Bullen Street, Thorverton. 860932.
   Website  <http://www.thorhistsoc.org/>

Ladies Group Meet 2nd Thursday of month,  (Venue and time - see Focus Notices).
Memorial Hall Committee  Chair: Mr Mike Shelton. Fir Tree House, Bullen Street. 861027.

Treasurer: John White, Waters Ford, Milford Lane. 860827.
Secretary & Bookings:  Jean White, Waters Ford, Milford Lane. 860827.

Memorial Hall Market 2nd Saturday of the month, at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 - 11.00 am.
Playgroup Contact: Laura Samuel (Chair) 861496.

Mon 9.30am-12pm, Tues/Weds 9.30am-12pm & Lunch Club 12pm-1pm,
Thurs 9.15-11.45am; 12.45pm- 3.15pm & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm. during term-time, at Memorial Hall.

Thorverton Ambling, Rambling and Tramping Society (TARTS)
Contacts : Caroline Prince 07749 775304 or Jean Brown 861176
See notices of walks in Old Post Office Window Bullen Street.

Todd ler Group Contact : Nic Fice 860318.
Wednesdays, during term-time, at the Memorial Hall, 9.45 a.m.-11.45.

Rainbo ws Contact Jean Pearn  860105, Penny Fice  861136,
Term-time, Tuesdays  4-5 pm at the W.I. Hut.

Royal British Legion Chairman / Hon. sec:  Bill Stamper,  Dunelm,  Raddon, Thorverton. 860214
Hon. Treasurer: Emmie Aird.

Women’s Institute Secretary: Susan  Maguire    01392 860631
Bookings:  Susan Maguire    01392 860631.
W.I. Meeting. 1st Tuesday of the month at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm.
Whist, 3rd Tuesday of the month, at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm.

W.I. Market & Coffee 4th Saturday of the month at the W.I. Hut. 10.00 am. to 11.00 am.
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Doctors’ Surgeries

THE EXE VALLEY PRACTICE

Dr JON WRIDE and Dr LYNNE ANDERSON

The Surgery, The Berry, The Surgery, 3 Coach Road,
THORVERTON EX5 5NT SILVERTON EX5 4JL
Tel: 01392 860273 (24 hours) Tel: 01392 860176 (in surgery hours)
Fax: 01392 860654 Fax: 01392 861598

www.exevalleypractice.co.uk

Surgery Hours

Mon. 2.30  -   4.30   Mon.     9.00  - 11.00
Tue. 3.30  -   5.30           Tue.      9.00  - 11.00
Wed. 10.30  - 11.30  Wed.     3:30 -    5:30
Thu. 3.00  -   5.00              Thu.      9.00  -  11.00
Fri. 9.00  - 12.00              Fri.        3.00  -    5.00

The Surgeries are OPEN at the followi ng times

Mon.   8.30  - 12.45  &  2.00  - 6.00               Mon.      8.45  - 12.30
Tue.    8.30  - 12.45  &  2.00  - 6.00               Tue.      8.45  - 12.00
Wed.   8.30  - 12.45  &  2.00  - 5.00             Wed.        3.00  -   6.00
Thu.    8.30  - 12.45  &  2.00  - 6.00        Thu.          8.45  - 12.30
Fri.      8.30  - 12.45  &  2.00  - 4.00         Fri.           2.00  -   6.00

REPEAT PRESCRIPTIONS  (Monday – Friday)   Please note that 48 hours notice is required for ALL
repeat prescriptions. Repeat Prescription line:    01392 861622

WYNDHAM HOUSE SURGERY,  Fore Street,  SILVERTON,  EX5 4HZ
Telephone 01392 860034                   www.wyndhamhousesurgery.co.uk

Dispensary Hours:     Monday to Thursday:     09.00 – 13.00  &  14.00 – 18.00
                                   Friday:                            09.00 – 13.00  &  14.00 – 17.00

Please note The doctors are happy to speak to you on the phone instead of an appointment. Please
request this from reception when you telephone.

Dr Jonathan STEAD Dr Anthon y O’BRIEN Dr Emma ZIEGLER

Monday 09.00 - 11.00 08.30 - 10.30
                            15.30 - 17.30                         15.00 -  17.30                                                                     

Tuesday 09.00 - 11.00 09.00 -  12.00
                            15.30 - 17.30                         15.00 -  17.30                                                                     

Wednesday 09.00 - 11.00 09.00 - 11.00
                            15.30 - 17.30                                                                       15.00 - 17.00                       

Thursday 09.00 - 12.00 09.00 - 11.00

Friday 09.00 - 11.00 09.00 - 12.00 09.00 - 11.00
Alt. weeks *15.00 - 16.00 Alt. weeks

(Urgent cases only)*
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Diary 2008, continued from back cover.
AUGUST
Tue 5th W.I Meeting: Funny Stories of Marie Curie Fund Raising.
Sat 9th Saturday Market, Memorial Hall , 9.30 a.m.
Thu 14th W.I. 1950s night (details to follow)
Tue 19th W.I. trip to the Eden Project

Bingo, Memorial Hall , 7.30 p.m.
Sat 23rd W.I Coffee Morning/Stalls. 10 a.m.
Tue 26th Whist, W.I. Hut, 7.30 p.m.

SEPTEMBER
Tue 2nd W.I Meeting: Members Evening/Games.
Sat 13th Saturday Market, Memorial Hall , 9.30 a.m.
Tue 16th Bingo, Memorial Hall , 7.30 p.m.

Whist, W.I. Hut, 7.30 p.m.
Sat 27th W.I Coffee Morning/Stalls. 10 a.m.

OCTOBER
Tue 7th W.I Meeting: History of Devon Farmhouses.
Sat 18th Table Top, W.I. Hut, 10.00 a.m. - 12.00 p.m.
Tue 21st Whist, W.I. Hut, 7.30 p.m.
Sat 25th W.I Coffee Morning/Stalls. 10 a.m.
Fri 31st W.I. Halloween Night (details to follow)

NOVEMBER
Tue 4th W.I Meeting: She was only a Railwayman’s Daughter.
Tue 18th Whist, W.I. Hut, 7.30 p.m.
Sat 22nd W.I.Christmas Coffee Morning/Stalls 10 a.m.

DECEMBER
Tue 2nd W.I Meeting: AGM
Tue 16th Whist, W.I. Hut, 7.30 p.m.
Sat 20th W.I Coffee Morning/Stalls. 10 a.m.

Bus services
Turner’s Tours / Carmel Coaches (bus 678)  Mon-Fri. 10.09 from The Berry and the Baptist Chapel.
Return 13.35 from Exeter bus station, Stand 5.

Cook’s Coaches (service 355), Stagecoach (service 55B) Mon-Sat (except Bank Holidays)
To Tiverton  9.02, 11.02, 13.02, 15.02, 17.32, 18.11 (55B) from The Berry and Broadlands.
Return from Tiverton bus station. 9.40, 11.40, 13.40, 15.40, 18.05.

To Exeter 8.00, 10.05, 12.05, 14.05, 16.05, 18.30 from The Berry and Broadlands.
Return from Exeter bus station. 8.40, 10.46, 12.40, 14.40, 17.10, 17.50 (55B).

Timetables for the 355 service are available at the Post Off ice.

Stagecoach 55 service runs every half-hour in each direction along the Exeter-Tiverton road, stopping at the Thorverton
turn.  Please consult Stagecoach 55 Group timetable for detail s of this service.

Stagecoach free service to Somerfield’s, Broadclyst, from Broadlands on Tuesdays 14.00.

Stagecoach offers a variety of concessions for regular commuters, shoppers, children, students and jobseekers as well as one-
day unlimited-use Explorer tickets. Further detail s from Stagecoach: 01392 427711 or 01803 664500 or
www.stagecoachbus.com or www.devon.gov.uk/devonbus.

Devonbus Timetable Information: call Traveline  0870 608 2 608  Timetables available at the Post Office
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Diary 2008
Please notify FOCUS Editor of additions or changes.

(Email: focusonthorverton@yahoo.co.uk or phone Neville Lane on 861062)
MARCH
Sat 1st Thorverton Amblers Ramblers and Trampers long walk, meet outside The Bell , 9.30am

Spring Ball at the Memorial Hall , 8pm
Tue 4th W.I Meeting: The History of Gardens
Wed 5th Focus AGM, Baptist Chapel, 7.30pm
Thu 6th Affordable Housing Plans on display, Memorial Hall , 4.00 - 8.00 p.m.

Arts Exchange, Atmosphere, Pynes House, 8.00 p.m.
Fri 7th Women’s World Day of Prayer, at the Parish Church, with a soup lunch to follow 11:00am
Sat 8th  Easter Market Thorverton Memorial Hall , 9.30 - 11.00 a.m.

Easter Duck race ! Follows Easter Market on the Memorial Hall Green
Sat 15th The Great Daffodil Appeal, W.I. Hut, 10 a.m. - 11.30 a.m.

Breakthrough Breast Cancer Crocus Walk, Thorverton Surgery, 10.30 a.m.
Lambing Day at Ratcli ffe Farm, 10 a.m. – 6.00 p.m.

Tue 18th Bingo, Thorverton Memorial Hall , 7.30 p.m.
Whist, W.I. Hut, 7.30 p.m.

Sat 22nd W.I Coffee Morning/Stalls. 10 a.m.

APRIL
Tue 1st W.I Mosaics
Sat  5th Fund Raising Dinner at Memorial Hall , 7:00pm for 7:30pm  - Contact Beryl Grace (see Letters page)
Thu 10th Arts Exchange, Conundrum, Stable House, 8.00 p.m.
Sat 12th Saturday Market, Thorverton Memorial Hall 9.30 – 11.00 a.m.
Tue 15th Bingo, Thorverton Memorial Hall , 7.30 p.m.

Whist, W.I. Hut, 7.30 p.m.
Sat 19th Table Top, W.I. Hut, 10.00 a.m. - 12.00 p.m.
Sat 26th W.I Coffee Morning/Stalls. 10 a.m.

MAY
Tue 6th W.I Meeting: County Advisor
Sat 10th Saturday Market, Memorial Hall , 9.30 a.m.
Tue 13th - Sat 17th Church Week
Tue 20th Table Top, W.I. Hut, 10.00 a.m. - 12.00 p.m.

Bingo, Memorial Hall , 7.30 p.m.
May 24th W.I Coffee Morning/Stalls. 10 a.m.

JUNE
Tue 3rd W.I Meeting: Garden Party.
Sat 14th Country Show, Raddon
Sun 15th Country Show, Raddon
Tue 17th Table Top, W.I. Hut, 10.00 a.m. - 12.00 p.m.

Bingo, Memorial Hall , 7.30 p.m.
Sat 28th W.I Coffee Morning/Stalls. 10 a.m.

JULY
Tue 1st W.I Meeting: Benefits of Yoga.
Sat 5th Open Air production, Winter's Tale, Memorial Hall , 7.30 p.m.
Sat 12th Saturday Market, Memorial Hall , 9.30 a.m.
Tue 15th Bingo, Memorial Hall , 7.30 p.m.
Sat 19th Table Top, W.I. Hut, 10.00 a.m. - 12.00 p.m.
Tue 22nd Table Top, W.I. Hut, 10.00 a.m. - 12.00 p.m.
Sat 26th W.I Coffee Morning/Stalls. 10 a.m.


