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Editorial

I don’ t suppose that I can avoid mentioning the
snowy weather that we had at the start of the
month, so I won’t try to do so.  I rather enjoy
having a bit of snow about in winter, particularly
to walk in it on a cold but sunny day;  I had two
lovely walks up to Raddon Top.  My wife, Jane,
reminds me that I made our toboggan over 20
years ago, but that it had never had a run in
earnest until last month.  Sadly, in that time my
son had grown up and gone off to study at
university, so still missed out on using it.  
 
The snow and ice did bring problems of course,
notably with the loss of power (referred to in the
Letters pages) and some difficult moments on the
icy roads (also referred to in the Letters pages). 
Congratulations must go to Not the Village Shop
for remaining open throughout, even with no
power.  I understand that turnover was at least
double what it is normally and that, perhaps not
surprisingly, the biggest sellers were bread, milk,
biscuits, chocolate, firelighters, candles, tins of
soup and cat and dog food.   Presumably the
greater volume of sales was because more people
were around in the village all day.  Stephen and

Alli son Toogood would like to hear from those
who would use the shop more regularly if
opening times were more convenient for them. 
The shop is one of the vill age’s assets, which can
only survive and grow if we support it in this
way.
 
Wednesday 4th March is the date of the Focus
AGM.  Do come along to the Baptist Chapel at
7.30pm if you want to express a view on the
direction that Focus should be going in or, better
still , if you would be prepared to help out in any
way.  We do rely on a small , hard-working (and
poorly paid!) production team, who would very
much welcome some new blood.  I am most
grateful to those who do contribute in any way,
whether as regular writers, as part of the editorial
team, as printers, as compilers or as sellers and
distributors.  I have to apologise that I will not be
able to attend, but if you do have any points that
you want to make to me, please either raise them
at the AGM or contact me by phone, letter or
email.  As far as practicable I want Focus to
properly reflect what vill agers want to see in it.

Nevill e Lane, Editor
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Letters
From Gill Badcock
A heartfelt " thank you" to Lynn Helley and family for
making sure we all had hot water for drinks and for
heating soup on Friday 6th.  I dread to think what it
would have been like without their thoughfulness.
Thank you.
 
From Sylv Gregory
Calli ng all mobile phone users
A paramedic came up with the following information
following the London bombing.
The majority of us carry mobile phones which contain
phone numbers that are only relevant to the owner. In
the case of emergency the services have no idea who
to contact, so it was suggested that every mobile
phone holder enters ICE (stands for 'in case of
emergency’) into their contact numbers.  This is then
followed by the number for the person you wish to be
contacted.  Should there be more than one person
simply enter ICE 1 and number then ICE 2 and
number etc.
 
From Peter Woollacott
I write via Focus to thank you all for your cards,
letters and support for me during the sad loss of my
lovely wife Meryl. To all the kind ladies who were
involved in producing such a wonderful spread at the
Exeter Inn. It is not until one finds one’s self in this
situation that the value of friends and family is fully
appreciated.
I thank you all .

In memory of the late Phylli s Mann:
Jacquie Mann informs me that £488.85 was collected
at Phylli s Mann's funeral and was divided between the
Royal National Institute of Blind People, the Multiple
Sclerosis Society and Marie Curie Cancer Care.  The
Mann family are very grateful to all those who
contributed so generously.

From Dorothy May of Bullen Street
At this very sad time your words and cards of
sympathy, and your letters and friendship gave me the
strength to cope.  Sam would have been pleased and
touched by the support you have given me.
In our time of need, I would like to thank the doctors,
especially Dr Anderson, for their care; all at the
Surgery who could not do enough for us; the District
Nurses, "Angels in Uniform", Marie Curie who
supplied help and nursing for Sam's last night even
though he did not suffer from cancer.  Thank you also
to the Rev Douglas Dettmer and Mr White for a
lovely service and the funeral arrangements; Jackie

Mann for good food; John for the welcome to his pub;
and Heather Kershaw for the music.
Jacquie, George, Arthur's family and my side of the
family would like to thank you all for this help and
kindness, and all who attended the church service and
the Exeter Inn to have the last drink with Sam.

From Flo Gilpin
I would like to thank all friends and neighbours who
kept me supplied with Thermos Flasks of hot water,
soup and cooked dinners during the recent snow and
icy conditions. Also those who did shopping for me
from the shop. I appreciated it all very much.
Thank you

From Dorothy Scott of Dark Lane
May I through Focus say a very big thank you to my
good friends and neighbours for their kind messages,
many cards and beautiful flowers which were very
much appreciated. I am pleased to say that I am now
on the road to recovery and feeling very much better.
 Thank you all once again for your help and support

From the residents of Bullen's Close
We were the victims of the snow on February 5th/6th. 
Our bungalows are all electric, so we were at the
mercy of Western Power to reconnect us.
However, at about 8.15 am Lyn Helley and her family
brought us hot water for a drink, most of us had a
torch and portable radio to pass the time.  Alex and
Penny Fice also helped and we had visits at lunchtime
and fish for tea. Power was restored at 7.52pm.  It
had been a long, cold day, but the kindness shown was
greatly appreciated

From Mary Baggs of Broadlands
I would like to thank the man and woman who came
to my aid when I had an accident with my car in the
recent snow and ice.  I am also most grateful to the
man from number 7 Broadlands who brought me some
soup when we had a power cut.  Than you for your
help through those diff icult days

From Martin and Wendy Pitts of Fursdon Lodge,
Cadbury
Martin and Wendy Pitts are thrill ed to announce the
safe but late arrival of Lennon David, their third
grandson, born on 2nd February to daughter Natalie
and fiance Darren.  A welcome playmate for cousins
Jonathan and Matthew.  Love and congratulations
from both famili es.
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Thorverton Parish Council
Report of the February meeting
of the Parish Council

AFFORDABLE HOUSING & VILLAGE SHOP
Plans had been received, for housing at Court Barton and for the shop, for Councill ors to view.  The Chairman read
out a covering letter from Bob Hull , which stated that the Church Commissioners had confirmed that they wished to
submit a single application for the two projects in the names of the Church Commissioners and Falcon Rural
Housing.  Formal notice would be served on the Parish Council as landowner of the Quarry Car Park.  Councill ors
considered the plans and made a list of points they wished the Chairman to raise with Bob Hull .  There was then
some discussion regarding the Church Commissioners’ stance on the single application issue, as this could affect the
long-term survival of the post off ice.  Cll r Crang proposed that he speak to Commissioner James Howe regarding the
intention to submit a single application and regarding the funding of the building of the shop and this was
unanimously supported.

PARISH PLAN
Cllr Spivey proposed that the Parish Council adopt the Parish Plan.  His proposal was unanimously supported and it
was agreed that the recommendations of the Plan be included in future Parish Council Agendas according to their
identified priority.

PLANNING MATTERS
A. Planning Decisions received:
i. Ref: 08/02090/CAT Notification of intention to fell 1 horse chestnut tree within a
Conservation Area.  No Objection.
B. Planning Applications considered:
i. Ref: 09/00148/LBC Erection of first floor extension and internal and external alterations, Higher Dunsaller,

Raddon Road, Thorverton  EX5 5PJ.
ii . Ref: 09/00149/FULL Erection of first floor extension and internal and external alterations, Higher Dunsaller,

Raddon Road, Thorverton  EX5 5PJ.

OTHER PARISH BUSINESS
• Cllr Spivey is to effect a temporary repair to the signpost at the top of Bullen Street.
• County Councill or Michael Lee presented the Parish Council with a cheque for £500 towards a bus shelter at

Broadlands and a cheque for £50 for a noticeboard for the Allotments.  The Parish Council are awaiting
permission from Mid Devon District Council before construction of the bus shelter can begin.

• Repairs to the dam at the head of the watercourse have been delayed due to the access being waterlogged by
the recent snow and rain.

• An annual safety inspection of the play equipment in the Rec is to be carried out next month by ROSPA.

The next Parish Council Meeting will take place in the Memorial Hall on Tuesday 10th March 2009 at 7.30pm.  An
Agenda is displayed on the Parish Notice Board and Website prior to meetings and minutes are displayed in the same

places once they have been approved by the Council .
Kate West, Parish Clerk

Telephone: 01392 861560, email: Thorvertonclerk@aol.com

www .Thorvertonp arishcoun cil.org
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Thorverton Memorial Hall News

Reg.Charity No. 203776

Saturday Market
We were sorry to hear that Colin and Alison
Marshall have decided to hang up their “Big
Breakfast” gloves and helped at their last market
in January. Colin has been a stalwart at the
cooker for a number of years now and Alison will
be missed from her position behind the desk. Our
grateful thanks go out to you both for all you
have done for the Hall. We hope to see you there
as customers in future!

That does leave us with a big gap, however. We
have the Breakfasts covered at least until after
the Show but if anyone would be prepared to
help, even if you could just come down for one
or two session a year, please contact Anji or any
Committee member. We would welcome you
with open arms!

100 Club Draw Winner for January
£50 – No 47 Jeff Grace

Market Draw Winners for January were:
Duck Dinner Anne Wells
Fruit Basket Judith Penny
Biscuits Helen Roberts

Notice Board

"The River Dart through the Four
Seasons"

Experience the beauty of "The River Dart
through the Four Seasons" in this
presentation of slides and music.

Wednesday, 4th March at 7.30pm

in the Brampford Speke Baptist Chapel -
Everyone is welcome

Thorverton Ar ts Exchange

At Arts Exchange meetings we share our
enthusiasms for writing, music, painting, film,
craft etc. with one another.
Usually there is a theme to our choices, but
occasionally an individual member will take
responsibili ty for a whole evening.
The meetings take place in members’ homes at
8.00 p.m. on Thursdays. The next meetings are:

March 19th: 18th Century, Pynes House
April 16th: Food, Newcourt Farm House
May 20th: Furniture, Garden Cottage
June 25th: Scandinavia, Okero
July 23rd: Images, Dinneford Spring

New members are always welcome.
For further information contact Claire Cousins at
Cubberley House, The Berry (860438)

Thorverton Church Consor t Practices

Thursdays 7.45 to 9 p.m. in church:
March 12th, 26th

Thorverton Junior Church Consor t
Practices

Mondays at 3.30 to 4.30 p.m. in school
March 16th,
Saturday 21st at 2.30pm at Memorial Hall ,
Concert at 7pm,
March 30th

CALL MY BLUFF

At Upton Pyne Vill age Hall

Fr iday 6th March, 7.30pm

Tickets £5, Children £3, Family ticket
£15

Please call Ian on 841402, Ros on 861205
or Cheryl on 841828
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Sylv & Anne’s

 CHATTER CAFÉ
Open

EVERY MONDAY
 2-30 to 4-45pm

All welcome.�
Crediton Town Trail

I have just received a copy of the
updated Crediton Town Trail, which has
been published by the Crediton Festival
2009 Coordinating Committee.  This
leaflet gives something of the history of
Crediton, as it takes you on a circular
tour round Crediton.  Look out for a
number of events in Crediton this year,
particularly over the spring and early
summer, to mark its festival.

TABLETOP

W I PREMISES

SAT MARCH 21st

10 to11-45am

£5 per table

(Everybody who has a table will be
responsible for removing unsold items)

TEAS/COFFEE/ BACON
BUTTIES/RAFFLE

Contact
Sylv Gregory: 01392 860183
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FOR  SALE

An aging “Ransomes” ride-on mower 
(Model: 530cc  Motor Triple Mk 4, with 7
ft. 2 in. wide cutting width) that we would

like to go to a good home.

Its body and three cutting cylinders are in
excellent condition.  The engine is in
need of overhaul and one tyre needs

replacing.

It would make a splendid project for a
mechanics enthusiast. Original operating

instructions booklet included.
£225 o.n.o.

Please call 01392-841131 or
07905-290826

Ladies Group
Ladies Group next Meeting will be on Thursday 12th

March at 7-30pm and the venue will be Southbrook
by the Green, by kind invitation of Claire Heaven
inch. The speaker will be Carole Towler who will be
speaking on Holistic Therapies.
Please use the door at the side of the house at
Southbrook.

Come and enjoy a “Crafty Breakfast” in
the Brampford Speke Parish Hall

Saturday, 28th March 2009
9.30 – 11.30am

Do you have something to sell?

Book a table for £3.00
Sell your craftwork, cakes, household goods, clutter,
fruit and vegetables or raise funds for your chosen

charity

To book your table or for further information phone
Sue Satchell 01392 841785
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Focus Annual General Meeting

Wednesday 4th March

In the Baptist Chapel 7.30pm start All welcome

The Exe Valley Film Society

Our next film is:

 “ Burn After Reading”
on Thursday, 26th March 2009 - in the Brampford Speke Vill age Hall

7.30pm for an 8.00pm star t.
Bring a glass and a bott le of your choice. We provide the popcorn.

For fur ther information please phone
Mary or Emma 840072     ~   Sue 841785    ~    Roger 841765
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Inside the Parish Plan – Youth

In the second of a series of articles on the Parish
Plan, this month I am focusing on the section on
Youth

Thorverton’s Parish Plan contains three specific
actions relating to Youth:

• To investigate the possibili ty of restoring a
youth club, perhaps appointing a youth co-
ordinator who might be working in other
parishes within the District.  The youth club
might be linked with the development of a
sports hall where ball games were possible.

• To encourage the Parish Council to discuss
with the bus companies subsidised fares and
extended timetables, to allow young people to
participate in after-school activities and other
leisure activities outside the vill age.

• To establish a central point where local jobs
might be advertised.  To discuss further
whether the pay for youth undertaking local
jobs should be settled privately or whether a
general wage should be agreed for all j obs.

I spoke to the leader of the Plan’s Youth Working
Group, Tim Colebrook, about how his group had
come up with these actions.  Tim told me that he,
Edward Crawford, Olli e Gomme, Ella Jeff reys,
Richard Lane, and Jane Ristic had first tried to draw
up their own list of ideas for what they thought the
vill age needed to improve the lot of young people.
They tried to group the ideas into questions, but found
that the questions were in danger of leading people to
give the answers that the group wanted to hear.
Therefore, Tim spent some time in trying to frame six
questions in a way that would invite ideas more
openly.  Ward Crawford provided a lot of support to
the group both in this and throughout the work.

The level of response to the questionnaire was very
encouraging, with a very high proportion of young
people expressing a view.  The main themes to emerge
were the diff iculty over access to sporting and leisure
facili ties and the limitations caused by transport
diff iculties for young people.  Tim was also
encouraged that many young people expressed

concerns at wider issues for the vill age, for example
over the need for more renewable energy.

The results closely matched what the group had
expected.  Indeed, they would probably be typical of
the majority of vill ages across the country, relatively
distant from the facili ties of a main town or city.  The
next stage was for the group to draw up some specific
actions to be taken forward.  There was strong
support for re-establishing a youth club, which could
also be linked to the development of further
opportunities for sporting and leisure activities.  While
a youth club is set out as an urgent requirement within
the detailed action plan, Tim was unsure how it would
be acted upon but saw scope for someone to step
forward to help get this moving.  Encouragingly, since
interviewing Tim, I received an article from Paul
Mitchell , which we have reproduced in this month’s
Focus, about their Adventurers Club for young
people.  And I am aware that the Youth Group at the
Church is increasingly active.  Are these the sort of
things that could be buil t upon?

I asked Tim to tell me more about the idea of having
some coordination of job opportunities for young
people.  He said that there were probably lots of
people in the vill age who had odd jobs – such as
mowing the lawn or getting a few things from the shop
– which they would be happy to pay a young person
to do, and there were probably plenty of young people
who would like the opportunity to do such tasks, but
there was no good system for putting the two parties
in touch.  Tim wanted to see the establishment of
some system for people to register their requirements
and for young people to register their availabili ty to
carry out such tasks.  Again, this sounds like a good
idea just looking for someone to make it happen.

The other action, of improving bus services and fares
so that young people were better able to take part in
after-school activities outside the vill age and still be
able to get back to Thorverton by public transport,
was more problematic.  However, there may be
several ways of making improvements in this area if
there is a will .

I thanked Tim for coordinating the views of young
people so ably and shared his hope that we would be
seeing some significant progress over the next year on
the actions in the Plan.

Nevill e Lane
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Spring Flowers Holly Ball  Photographs
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Snow Photographs

Skiing from Raddon Top – 1

Skiing from Raddon Top – 2

Editor (at back) and friend at Raddon Top

If you could take any better photos, then you
could be in line to win the Focus
Photography Competition. 

We have two very broad themes:
-  Work or Play in Thorverton; and
-  Wild Devon. 

Please send your entries to Neville Lane at 2
The Glebe, Thorverton, to arrive by

Wednesday 15th April

.
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Parish Church Services and News
The Church of England

welcomes you!

MARCH
SERVICES & INFORMATION

The Netherexe Parishes
A Mission Community in the Diocese of Exeter

www.netherexe.org

MARCH 1   Lent 1

9 am Holy Communion [C] at Huxham RP

10 am Famil y Service & Holy Communion [C] at Newton St Cyres  SM & HD

10 am Holy Communion [T] at Thor verton DD

10 am Service of the Word at Upton Pyne DP +

11.15 am Holy Communion [T] at Cowley JB

11.15 am Service of the Word at Rewe  VQ & GK

5 pm ‘ Service with a Smil e’ � at Stoke Canon For all ages

6.30 pm Joint Evening Service at Br ampfor d Speke Baptist Chapel RP

6.30 pm Evening Prayer [BCP] at Pol t imore HD

MARCH 8     Lent 2

8 am Holy Communion [BCP] at Newton St Cyres RP

9 am Holy Communion [T] at Upton Pyne DD

10 am Holy Communion [C] at Stoke Canon  HW

11.15 am Holy Communion [C] at Rewe JM

3 pm Baptism at Upton Pyne HD

6.30 pm Evening Prayer [BCP] foll owed by Annual Parochial Church meeting at Cadbur y DD

6.30 pm Evening Prayer [BCP]  at Newton St Cyres RP

MARCH 15   Lent 3

9 am Holy Communion [T] at Br ampfor d Speke DD

10 am Service of the Word at Cadbur y  GS +

10 am Holy Communion [C] at Newton St Cyres  RP

10 am Holy Communion [C] at Pol t imore  SS

10 am Service of the Word foll owed by Annual Parochial Church Meeting at Stoke Canon DD

10am Morning Prayer at Thor verton  HD

11.15 am Holy Communion [T] at Upton Pyne RP

6.30 pm Evening Prayer [BCP] foll owed by Annual Parochial Church Meeting at Huxham  DD

MARCH 22    Lent 4 and  Mother ing Sunday

8 am Holy Communion [BCP] at Thor verton DD

10 am ‘ Service with a Smil e’ � at Br ampfor d Speke  For all ages

10 am Holy Communion [C] at Cadbur y RP

10 am Holy Communion [T]  at Cowley  JB

10 am Famil y Service of the Word at Newton St Cyres  Lay-led

10 am Famil y Service of the Word at Pol t imore DB & BB

10 am Famil y Service of the Word  at Stoke Canon  GK & JC

10 am Famil y Service of the Word at Thor verton Lay-led

11.15 am Famil y Holy Communion [C] at Rewe DD
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MARCH 29      Lent 5

11 am Joint Mission Community Service at Newton St Cyres – Holy Communion [C] RP
Speaker: Penny Doe, The Deanery Development Off i cer
Everyone is invi ted to this j oint service for all the par ishes at
Newton St Cyres Par ish Church, and to the br ing and share lunch in the
Par ish Hall . I f you plan to stay for lunch, please br ing a main cour se and/or a pudding to
share.
Contact Charlotte Dyer 01392 851618 email dyersofcb@yahoo.co.uk

APRIL 5      Palm Sunday

9 am Holy Communion [C] at Huxham RP

10 am Famil y Holy Communion [C] at Newton St Cyres SM

10 am Holy Communion [C] at Thor verton  DD

10 am Service of the Word at Upton Pyne  Lay-led

11.15 am Holy Communion [T] at Cowley   JB

11.15 am Service of the Word at Rewe  VQ & AB

5 pm ‘ Service with a Smil e’ � at Stoke Canon  For all ages

6.30 pm Joint Evening Service at Br ampfor d Speke  HD & PW

6.30 pm Evening Prayer [BCP] at Pol t imore DD

Dail y Services   Usual pattern – please see the Sunday leaflet ‘I n Touch’ for dail y services each week

M onday 9 am Morning Prayer at Stoke Canon Chapel

Tuesday 9 am Morning Prayer at Stoke Canon Chapel

6 pm Evening Prayer at Rewe

Wednesday 9 am Morning Prayer at Thor verton

Thur sday 9 am Morning Prayer at Thor verton
5 pm Evening Prayer at Newton St Cyres

Fr iday 9 am Morning Prayer at Thor verton

Satur day 9 am Morning Prayer at Thor verton

Midweek Holy Communion will be celebrated at Thor verton at 9 am on the foll owing Thur sday:
March 19  All are welcome

Services in the Netherexe Par ishes
Your parish churches aim to provide a variety of service types to meet the needs of the whole community.  Everyone
is welcome at all services!

Most Sunday services except those early in the morning include hymns and music

‘ Service wi th a Smil e’ at Br ampfor d Speke
‘ Service wi th a Smil e’ at Stoke Canon�

 These Family Services are designed for all ages and with the needs of young chil dren especiall y in mind.  They
are informal and contemporary in style, often including a chil dren’ s acti vit y at the beginning; without communion.
Services usuall y last about 35 minutes and are foll owed by ref reshments

Holy Communion (C)
Traditi onal service in contemporary language (one hour)
Holy Communion (T)
Traditi onal service in traditi onal language (one hour)
Holy Communion (BCP)
Very traditi onal , quiet and ref lecti ve service from the Book of Common Prayer (45 minutes)

Service of the Word (SW)
Morning or Evening Service (without communion) in contemporary language, often lay-led
M or ning Pr ayer (BCP)
Traditi onal Morning Service (Mattins) from the Book of Common Prayer (about an hour)
Evening Pr ayer or Chor al Evensong (BCP)
Traditi onal Evening Service from the Book of Common Prayer (about an hour)
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Y2J Young people’ s group meeting during the 10 am service at Thorverton on the f i rst Sunday of the month in school
term time

DD = The Rev Douglas Dettmer, Priest-in-Charge
RP = The Rev Richard Potter, Associate Minister

SS = The Rev Sue Sheppard, Associate Minister
HD = The Rev Hil ary Dawson, Assistant Curate

JB = The Rev John Benton
BB = Mrs Bridget Boxall
DB = Mr David Boxall
AB = Mrs Annabel Branney
CC = Mr Chris Cook
JC = Mrs Jane Cook
JD = Mrs Juli a Dall en

CH = The Rev Chris Hughes
GK = Mrs Gwynneth Keehner
JM = Preb John Mapson
DP = Mr David Perrott
VQ = Mrs Valerie Quinn
SM = The Rev Sue Martin
GMS = Geoffrey Saltmarsh
VC = Mrs Valer ie Quinn

VM = Mrs Valerie Mill s
MJ = Mrs Maureen Owen-Jones
JS = Mr John Sandford
GS = Mr Guy Sheppard
AS = The Rev Alan Simmonds
PW = The Rev Peter Webb
HW = The Rev Harold Whitty

Famil y Services of the Word marked 
�

 are led by Lay Teams

Would you li ke a li ft to church?
May we off er you a li f t to the parish church or to a joint service elsewhere?  For transport to Sunday services
from locations in Thorverton parish, please ring Steve Rendell on (01392) 860780.  To arrange a li f t to the
weekday Holy Communion at Thorverton on the dates li sted above, please ring Margaret Turner-Warwick on
(01392) 861173

Easter Communion at Home

The traditi on in the Church of England is that everyone who has been confi rmed should aim to receive the
sacrament of Holy Communion on at least three occasions each year, one of which is to be Easter.

Ideall y this will be in church with others.  However, the sacrament can be administered at home to anyone
prevented by ill ness or disabilit y from receiving it i n church.  Please contact the Revd Douglas Dettmer on
(01392) 860332 or the Revd Hil ary Dawson on (01392) 841928 to arrange a visit.

Fr om the Par ish Registers   To mid-February

Baptisms     Darcy Isobelle White (February 15 at Upton Pyne)

Funerals Peter Rimmer (January 16 at Thorverton)
Edith Vincent (January 26 at Newton St Cyres)
Anne Marie Howe (February 5 at Exeter Crematorium)
Sam May (February 13 at Thorverton)

Annual Meetings for your Par ish

The Meet ing of Par ishioners elects the churchwardens of the parish.  It is open to (i ) all residents of the
parish who are li sted as such on a register of local government electors, and (ii ) non-residents whose names
are on the Church Electoral Roll for the parish.

The Annual Par ochial Church Meet ing (APCM ) immediately foll owing the Meeting of Parishioners i s open
to all members of the Church Electoral Roll for the parish.  I t chooses representatives for the parish in church
council s and synods, receives the annual accounts of the Parochial Church Council , and reviews the li fe and
work of the local church over the preceding year.  Please plan to attend these important and informative
annual meetings for your parish.

Br ampfor d Speke – Thursday, March 19 at 7.30pm at Brampford Speke Baptist Chapel

Cadbur y – Sunday, March 8 at 7pm in the Parish Church (foll owing 6.30 pm Evensong)

Newton St Cyres wi th Cowley – Thursday, April 2 at 7.30pm in the Parish Hall

Pol t imore wi th Huxham – Sunday, March 15 at 7pm in Huxham Church (foll owing 6.30pm Evensong)

Rewe with Netherexe – Tuesday, March 24 at 6.30pm in the Parish Church (after 6pm Evening Prayer)

Stoke Canon – Sunday, March 15 at 10.30am in the Jubil ee Hall (foll owing 10am Morning Service)

Thor verton – Wednesday, April 1 at 7.30pm in the Parish Church

Upton Pyne – Tuesday, March 31 at 7.30pm in the Parish Church
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This year , the Annual Par ochial Church Meet ing for each par ish will i nclude a review of t he curre nt
patt ern of services in the Netherexe communi ty (in operat ion since summer 2008).  Any comments or
suggest ions you may have will be very welcome.

LENT 2009 in the NETHEREXE PARISHES

Responding to God’s World
This course invites us to play our part in seeing the Christian Church take a new and creative place in the
ongoing spiritual history of the people and county of Devon, through five sessions entitled:
1. Learning from a Responsive God
2. Responding to a Broken World
3. Responding to the Younger Generations
4. Responding to Spiritual Longing
5. Being a Responsive Church

EVENING GROUPS
DAY TIME VENUE Telephon e

Mondays:
March 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 7.30 pm At the home of Charlotte Dyer

Court Barton, Newton St Cyres 01392 851618

Tuesdays:
March 3, 10, 17, 24,31 7.30 pm At the home of Liz & Steve Rendell

20 Silver Street, Thorverton 01392 860780

Wednesdays:
March 4, 11, 18, 25
April 1

7.30 pm At the home of Jane & Chris Cook
Low Orchard, Ratsloe 01392 841484

Thursdays:
March 5, 12, 19, 26
April 2

7.30 pm At the home of Sue & Guy Sheppard
Autumn Haze, Rewe 01392 841284

DAY TIME GROUP
Mondays:
March 2, 9, 16 ,23, 30 2.30 pm At the home of Margaret & John Sandford

Garden House, Poltimore 01392 461330

LENT LUNCHES
As in previous years we will be visiting different churches of the mission community on Fridays throughout Lent,
starting with a short service in the church at 12 noon and then moving on to a simple lunch of home made soup,
bread & cheese. You are asked to make a donation of what you would normally spend on a lunch, with all
proceeds going to a charity
Date Venue
Friday 27 February Poltimore
Friday 13 March Old Vicarage, Stoke Canon
Friday 20 March Cadbury
Friday 27 March Rewe
Friday 3 April Newton St Cyres

QUIET DAY SATURDAY 28  FEBRUARY at Thorve rton C hurch
This will be a day of short talks and contemplation.
The theme: The God who Calls
10.30 am -12.30 pm
1.30 pm – 3.30 pm
Attend for the whole day, or for half of the day. Bring a packed lunch.
Ring Sue Sheppard Tel: 841284 or just come along.

WOMEN’S WORLD DAY OF PRAYER FRIDAY 6  MARCH at Thorverton B aptist Chur ch 11 am
All men, women and children are equally welcome to this ecumenical service, followed by a Lent lunch

LOVE LIFE, LIVE LENT
This original and fun Lent scheme is for children and young people (and the young at heart).
 Details from The Reverend Hilary Dawson Tel 01392 841928
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Letter from 
����� ������ ��� !"

It is now eight months since I started work in
these parishes and time is certainly flying by!
One of the main things I have been doing since I
arrived is simply listening.  There is so much for
me to learn and discover and the only way I can
do that is by listening carefully to the stories of
individuals, groups and communities.

Listening is very important of course, and the
dictionary definition gives us a good place to
start: to make an effort to hear something, to
attentively hear a person speaking, to give
attention with the ear.  Whilst this is helpful, I
think that the Chinese verb gives a fuller picture
of what it really means to listen.  The symbol for
the verb is made up from the symbols for “eyes” ,
‘you’ , ‘undivided attention’ and ‘heart’ .  It
reminds us that listening is not simply something
we do with our ears, but something we do with
every part of ourselves.  When we really listen we
look the other person in the eye. When we really
listen we give the other person our undivided
attention.  When we really listen, we listen with
God in our heart for that person, bearing their
story and concerns in love and friendship.

By the time you read this we will be in the season
of Lent, when Christians try to devote more time
and energy to listening to God, to themselves,
and to other people.  It is a time for discovering
the joy of being in relationship with Him and with
one another.  Last year, our local churches
followed a Lent course called ‘Listening to God’s
World’ in which we listened to the voices, views
and concerns of friends, family, neighbours and
communities. This  year, the churches are
following a  similar course called ‘Responding to
God’s World’ in which we are thinking  about
how God wants us to respond to  the concerns
and issues which affect  all of us in our daily lives
here in our small corner of Devon.  What is it that
God wants to see happening in the vill ages which
make up our Mission Community?  How can the
churches play a part in supporting the life of our
community? If you want to be involved with a
Lent course it is not too late to come along to

any of the groups -it does not matter if you have
missed the beginning. Please don’t feel you have
to come and speak in the group – simply being
part of it and listening is fine! Everyone will be
made most welcome.

Some of the children in our Mission Community
are marking Lent by following the ‘Love Life
Live Lent’ booklets in which they are encouraged
to listen and respond to the needs of their friends,
families, neighbours and communities by doing
one small action each day to help others.  It
might simply be saying something nice about
someone or planting seeds where the flowers will
be seen.  In doing each action, they are listening
with every part of themselves.

Mark Twain memorably said:
‘ If we were supposed to talk more than we listen,
we would have two mouths and one ear.’
Perhaps we can all take some time this Lent to
stop and to listen to our own hearts, to one
another and to the needs of our world.  In the
quiet we might just hear the still , small voice of
God, rediscover the joy of being with Him and
one another, and be moved to respond in all sorts
of new and unexpected ways.  You might like to
make this prayer your own during Lent:

God of still ness
hold us in your presence that, taking your
still ness into ourselves,
we may be truly present to others

God of carefulness,
hold us in your love that,
 taking your caring into ourselves,
we may be genuinely loving towards others.

God of attentiveness, hold us within your gentle
power to wait that, taking your attention into
ourselves,
we may wait for, and wait upon, others.

Revd Hilary Dawson
Assistant Curate in the Netherexe Parishes
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Baptist Church

Jesus Said) ”Blessed are the meek, for they will
inherit the earth” Matthew Ch5 v5

“The meek shall i nherit the earth, but not the mineral
rights.” That is a quotation from John Paul Getty, one
of the wealthiest people of the twentieth century. Very
droll ; probably true; and it leaves us wondering what
Jesus meant! Was it an idealistic but impossible
dream? Was it a call for Christians to lead a li fe of
humili ty no matter what the consequences? Or was it
a metaphor for a spiritual blessing that we must not
take li terally?

When we are utterly dependent on God,
characteristics emerge in us that contrast dramatically
with the world’s attitude to success. One of those is
with-out doubt a gentle and humble spirit toward
others. Those who have taken possession of God’s
Earth by tyranny need to remember that he is
sovereign and he alone controls its destiny. Those
meek enough to acknowledge that receive his
“Congratulations”

In Brazil the Movimento Sem Terra (MST) tries to
gain rights for landless famili es by supporting the
struggle for land reform. In one of the worlds most
unequal  countries, it seeks to make a real difference
in the struggle of the country’s poorest people for land
and rights. By organizing people into co-operatives,
training and advising them, it has so far enabled
250,000 famili es to inherit and transform what is
legally theirs-idle land. But standing up for the rights
of the poor can be a dangerous mission . In the past
ten years over 1,000 Brazili ans have been kill ed in
violent opposition to campaigns for reform. But there
is an ever increasing solidarity in communities that
have grown strong through working and living
together.

BMS World Mission News.
A boy named Bom (his real name has been changed)
is known for the way he delights in and shares other
peoples joy and happiness. He lives in Hope Home a
residential care home for children with disabili ties in
Chiang Mai, Thailand. Like the other five children at
Hope Home, Bom was referred from a local
government orphanage where his parents had placed
him, being unwilli ng or unable to find ways to care for
him themselves. BMS worker Judy Cook, who has
managed Hope Home since its opening in October
2007, wanted to share with others about this special
capacity for joy in Bom’s spirit.

Bom has severe cerebral palsy and cannot control any
of his limbs. He is not able to talk or to swallow many
solid foods. In the light of all this, Bom’s selfless
expression of joy, and the way he celebrates and
connects with those around him, is even more
inspiring, Judy notes that, despite so many challenges,
“Bom has found the abili ty to be content in the midst
of his circumstances”.

Hope Home aims to provide an environment where
every child can experience God’s love and care,
bringing hope for a better future through offering
ways to enable each one to reach their potential in li fe.

Women’s World Day of Prayer will be held this year
at the Baptist Church. On Friday 6th March, at 11-
00am, It will be led by our Ministers wife, Mrs Fiona
Harrison, and the speaker will be Revd. Richard
Potter. We invite anyone to join us, and you will be
sure of a very warm welcome. To follow the service
you are invited to join us in the usual Women’s World
Day of Prayer Soup Lunch, there is no charge for the
lunch, but there is a collection taken at the service for
Christian Literature.

Phylli s Langdon     Church Secretary.      

Women’s World Day of Prayer
(International and Interdenominational)

On Friday 6th March over 3 milli on people worldwide
will be praying and worshipping together during an
annual day of prayer, using a service prepared by
Christian Women in Papua New Guinea.

Emma Wilcock, President of the National Committee
for Women’s World Day of Prayer in England and
Northern Ireland, said :  This is always an exciting
day. The extent of unity in prayer is shown by the fact
that the first service will begin at sunrise in Tonga and
travel around the world until the sun sets in
neighbouring Western Samoa. By then, the Day will
have been celebrated in over 170 countries and
throughout England, Wales and Northern Ireland
alone over 5,000 services will have been held.

Papua New Guinea is a land of many ethnic groups
and over 800 distinct languages of which more than
half are unrelated . As a result, there is great cultural
diversity, yet the women of Papua New Guinea have
emphasized the oneness there is in Christ.

In spite of gender inequali ty, women in Papua New
Guinea are beginning to take their place in professions
previously closed to them. There are now women who
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are pilots, engineers, doctors, lawyers, judges,
lecturers and also off icers in the mili tary forces. In
this way, they make a very positive contribution to
their nation.

In Thorverton the service will be at the Baptist
Church, at 11-00am, being led by Mrs Fiona
Harrison, wife of the Minister.  The Speaker will be
the Revd. Richard Potter.

Afterwards there will be the usual Women’s World
Day of Prayer Soup Lunch, for which there will be no
charge. The Collection at the service will be for
Christian Literature Societies and Educational
Projects.

Phylli s Langdon      Baptist Church Secretary.

Sam Ashworth and a snowy friend Photo: John Spivey

Legal Eagle
Last month we looked at the way in which the
tort of private nuisance protects the claimant
from unreasonable interference with his use and
enjoyment of land. This month we consider a
particular cause of action which protects an
occupier against interference due to an isolated
escape from his or her neighbour’s land.

The case of Rylands –v- Fletcher first came
before the Court of Exchequer in 1865, was
appealed to the Court of Exchequer Chamber in
1866 and finally to the House of Lords in 1868.

The defendant was a mill owner, who had
employed independent contractors to construct a
reservoir on his land to provide water for his mill.
During the course of construction, the
independent contractor discovered some old
shafts and passages of an abandoned coalmine on
the defendant’s land, which appeared to be
blocked. When the reservoir was fill ed, the water
burst through the old shafts, which were
subsequently found to connect to the plaintiff ’s (
claimant’s ) mine. As a result, the plaintiff ’s mine
was flooded and he claimed compensation.
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Although the independent contractor had
arguably been negligent in faili ng to ensure that
the mine shafts were blocked off securely, the
plaintiff ’s action was against the mill owner. The
mill owner had not been shown to be negligent.
Additionally, the courts had severe doubts as to
whether an isolated escape, as opposed to a
continuous state of affairs, could found an action
in nuisance.. This did not, however, prevent the
action from succeeding.

Whilst the case was finally resolved in the House
of Lords, it is to the judgment of Blackburn J. in
the Court of Exchequer Chamber that we turn for
classic statement of principle upon which the final
decision is based.

‘We think that the true rule of law is that the
person who for his own purposes brings on his
lands and collects and keeps there anything
likely to do      mischief if it escapes must
keep it in at his peril , and, if he does not do so,
is prima facie answerable for all the damage
which is a natural consequence of its escape.’

This statement of principle was approved by the
House of Lords although Lord Cairns added that
in order to give rise to liabili ty, the user of the
land must be ‘non-natural’ .

In the light of recent statements from the House
of Lords it is probably true to say that today, the
rule is best seen as an extension of the law of
nuisance to isolated escapes from land, per Lord
Goff in Cambridge Water Co –v- Eastern
Counties Leather plc [1994]; or as a sub-
species of private nuisance Transco plc –v-
Stockport MBC [2003].

A claimant wishing to pursue an action under the
Rule will need to establish, firstly, that the
defendant brought onto his land something likely
to do mischief. In Transco, Lord Bingham
advanced the view that it must be shown that the
defendant has done something which he
recognised, or judged by the standards
appropriate at the relevant place and time, he
ought reasonably to have recognised, as giving
rise to an exceptionally high risk of danger or
mischief if there should be an escape, however
unlikely an escape may have been thought to be.

Secondly, the claimant must prove an actual
escape. The requirement here is that the object
should have moved from the defendant’s
premises to a place which was outside his
occupation or control. There is some dispute as
to whether the intentional release of an object is
capable of being regarded as an ‘escape’. The
better view would appear to be not, an action in
trespass being more appropriate for the
intentional and direct infliction of harm. Thirdly,
the use of the land must be ‘non-natural’ . In
Transco, all five judges sought some use which
was extraordinary and unusual according to
contemporary standards, although Lord Bingham
warned against a too inflexible approach. A use
might be extraordinary and unusual at one time
or place, but not so at another.

In Transco, the House of Lords agreed with the
Court of Appeal that the provision of a water
supply to a block of flats by means of a
connecting pipe was a natural user of land. By
way of contrast, in Cambridge Water , Lord
Goff remarked that, ‘…………the storage of
substantial quantities of chemicals on industrial
premises should be regarded as an almost classic
case of non-natural use’ .

Finally the claimant must establish the
foreseeabili ty of damage of the relevant type.
This requirement comes from the review
undertaken by the House of Lords in Cambridge
Water. The defendants had used a chemical (
perchloroethene (PCE) ) for degreasing pelts at
their tannery. There were regular spill ages, which
gradually seeped into and built up under the land.
The chemical seepage was such that it
contaminated the plaintiff ’s water supply 1.3
miles away, forcing them to find another source
at a cost of nearly £1 milli on. The plaintiffs sued
in negligence, nuisance and under the rule in
Rylands –v- Fletcher. By the time the case
reached the House of lords, only liabili ty under
Rylands –v- Fletcher was in issue.

The House of Lords held that the defendants
were not liable. It was not foreseeable that
quantities of chemical would cause damage to the
plaintiff ’s water.
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In terms of the abili ty to sue under the rule, the
House of Lords confirmed in Transco, that only
parties with rights over land may bring an action.
Liabili ty under the rule will be imposed on the
occupier of land if he or she satisfies the
requirements for establishing the tort. Therefore,
if you have accumulated the mischief which has
escaped, etc., you may be liable.

Whilst the rule is one of strict liabili ty i.e., the
claimant does not have to prove that the
defendant was at fault, there are a number of
relevant defences.

It is a valid defence that the escape was due
wholly or partly to the claimant’s fault or to the
unforeseeable act of a stranger.

Whilst the defendant may plead by way of
defence, Act of God, the advances in modern
technology and science mean that this defence is
now practically redundant. In order to be
successful, the defendant would have to show

that the escape was due solely to natural causes,
in circumstances where no human foresight or
prudence could reasonably recognise the
possibili ty of such an occurrence and provide
against it. So far, there has been only one
successful English case, Nichols –v- Marsland
[1876].

Statutory authority may provide a defence. It is a
question of construction in each case to
determine whether the activity alleged to be in
breach of the rule was authorised by the statute in
question.

Finally the defendant may claim that the claimant
expressly or impliedly consented to the
accumulation.

Next month we shall return to the theme of
consumer protection and in particular Part 5A of
the Sale of Goods Act 1979.

Clive Hamblin

T.A.D.S. NEWS

We had a good turn-out for our January AGM,
and a change of officers.  Colin and Alison
Marshall, chairman and treasurer respectively,
had wanted a break from committees in 2009,
and Lisa Browning our secretary is expecting a
baby soon, so all stood down.  I would like to
take this opportunity of saying a big thank you
for all the hard work and enthusiasm they have
put in over the last 2 years.

The new Chairman of TADS is Simon Ette, with
Vice Chairman Glenn Redler, Treasurer John
White and Secretary Tori Elston.

Tori Elston is trying to update members’ details,
so if you would like to ensure that she has your
correct details, including email address where
available, please email her at velston@sky.com or
phone her on 881969.

The Pantomime in December was a success both
financially and in terms of audience and cast
enjoyment. Thanks again to Colin, cast and all
helpers.

Wine & Cheese Night
Our next meeting will be on March 25th at the
Exeter Inn at 8.00pm.  We are having a cheese
and wine get together and would welcome
ANYBODY  interested in being a part of our
group in whatever capacity, whether on stage or
off stage- if you are a budding actor, musician,
director, playwright, or back stage crew – please
come along. No previous experience required -
though anyone with experience is a bonus!  We
will be very pleased to see you - just turn up and
enjoy some cheese and wine – and meet the
friendly members of TADS.

For further information please contact Simon on
861349 or maryandsimon@btinternet.com
or Tori on 881969.

Simon Ette
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Nature Notes
My goodness did we get snow in February. I wait
with anticipation to see if the prediction for snow
in March comes true.

I like to observe the behaviour of birds around
the bird table. At the beginning of January a pied
wagtail started to forage for food beneath the
bird table. It is not normally seen here as a visitor
to the table but was drawn to the food source
during the January cold spell, and continues to
visit. It is aggressive to the other birds. The pied
wagtail however does not always get its way.
Last summer as the wagtail hunted for insects in
the sky so the swallows would chase it away,
‘not allowed in our airspace mate’ . The punk
rocker greenfinch receives short shrift from the
other greenfinches; he appears to be a bit of an
outcast. The tits have a pecking order. I read
somewhere that great tit is number one, blue tit
number two and the coal tit is at the bottom of
the pile. It nips in to get a sunflower seed when
no-one else is around and if another bird appears
it is quickly away to a safe spot. I suppose long
tailed tits have safety in number and appear not to
have a problem at the bird table.

Mick Batt observed a funny incident in January.
A starling flew toward Mick’s bird table,
misjudged its landing and knocked clean off two
starlings that were already on the table.

On 5th February the ‘Country Fair’ field was full
of birds, mostly redwing with a few fieldfares. I
counted 250 birds and that wasn’t the whole
field’s worth. I watched one or two through
binoculars and they pulled up fat worms,
whacked the worm on the ground and swallowed
whole. How many worms are in the field then?

On 8th February, on a walk at Newton St Cyres,
my nephew Jack spotted frogspawn in a tyre rut.

The embryos were a black dot so the spawn must
have been freshly laid. I had heard that frogspawn
had been found elsewhere in Devon in January.
Nevill e Lane heard a report that many frogs may
not survive the frozen spell. Paddy Milford told
me there were three dead frogs in her pond, one
surrounded by what appears to be an unfertili sed
egg mass. This year in our pond I found spawn
on 18th February, three weeks later than last
year. Mary Whiteside at Raddon Barton has had
a frenzy of frogs in her pond since 15th February,
lots of croaking and masses of spawn. A heron is
enjoying the abundance of frogs. Mary tells me
she has little grebe, moorhen and mallard visit her
pond.

Well done to Pauline Roberts for spotting a
brambling in her garden on 12th February. I
wondered if there would be any unusual bird
sightings as a result of our arctic weather.

The little egrets that frequent the stream at
Dinneford Street are still a talking point. John
Spivey told me that one little egret is often
accompanied by a heron.

Heather Kershaw sent me a photo of a fox
contentedly snoozing in her garden at The Glebe,
not bothered when Heather opened the window
to take the photo. It was only when the cats were
let out did it decide to shift.

Forgive me for going on about The Biodynamic
Sowing and Planting Calendar that correctly
predicted the snow this February. I have been
reading it again and it intimates that we can
expect warm, sunny weather and good growing
conditions in June, just right for the Country Fair.
[We’ ll be holding you to that – Ed]

Jenny Garne

Women’s Institute

We would like to thank all those who braved the
extremely cold weather to support our Sat
market.
The draw winners were as follows: -
Bird feeder + kilo of bird seed          Wendy Duff

Decorated jotter                      Barbara O’Higgins
Box of chocolates                             Daisy Swain
Oven glove                                Ros Brimacombe
Grey jumper                                      Sue Harlow

Our talk on Feb 3rd was entitled ‘ The
Experience of a Birth Mother’ .  We learnt from
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our speaker that the 1960s was a time of great
change.  Women were rebelli ng against society
and breaking free to become independent. Sex
was becoming more active and openly talked
about. Pop music was taking on new dimensions
and drugs were openly discussed.

At 20 years young, and inexperienced, our
speaker was one of those waiting to try out these
new things.  She started going around with a
Bohemian group and having a lot of fun.
At her 21st Birthday party she met the father of
her future child.  Three months elapsed before
she discovered she was pregnant.  She was then
faced with the decision of what to do next.
Because she just wanted to bury her head in the
sand her friends arranged an ill egal abortion. This
was to take place on a houseboat belonging to
her partners’ sister.  On the allotted day her
partner walked her to the beach where he asked
her to marry him. She declined and he ran off
before she could give her reasons why.

Later that day she went to the houseboat where
she was told that her partner had drowned while
swimming in the river.  She was devastated and
now felt she had to save the child.  After much
discussion with a relative it was decided that the
child be adopted.  For reasons unknown she was
turned down by the first adoption agency but was
successful with the second one.

Following a stay in hospital of eight days after the
birth of her child, she received a letter from the
relevant authorities stating that they were unable
to send somebody to collect the child and would
she be willi ng to take the child to the foster

parents herself.  With help from a relative this is
what she did.  After leaving she then had to spend
the rest of her life wondering how her child was
and had she done the right thing.

Years rolled by until one day she had the strong
urge to find her child. Following her child being
found by the adoption society, letters and photos
were exchanged and then one day, completely
out of the blue, she received a telephone call from
her child. She was told her child would be in the
area and asked, could they meet?  Nervous
apprehension reigned until she opened her door
and was given a much wanted hug from her child,
who was now an adult.

In the passage of time she was introduced to the
adoptive mother. Sadly the adoptive father had
passed away 6 months earlier.
The adoptive mother was a lovely lady who
showed her photos of her child growing up.  She
left in the knowledge that her child had been well
cared for and the decision she made all those
years ago was the right one.

Jane Sleep won the competition for a handmade
toy and Mary Stevens won flower of the month
with a Camelli a.

Did you know that you can to come to our talks
for only  £2-50 and that includes a free cup of tea
and biscuit.  To be fair to paid members we limit
this to two meetings a year.

Sylv Gregory

Charity no 229868

TARTS news

Thorverton Amblers Ramblers and Trampers

Future walk descriptions will be available nearer the
date, posters will be up in the Old Post Off ice window
and also sent to those on the TARTS email li st. If you
would like to be included on the list email Caroline at
caggy72760@yahoo.com
or Jean at JBrown9842@aol.com

All walks meet outside The Bell at 9.30, and are
suitable for dogs unless otherwise stated.

T.A.R.T.S. weekday walks:

Mar :    Wed 11th 1.00 p.m.
Apr :    Tue 7th  1.00 p.m.
- local walks (between 2 & 4 miles)
- well-behaved dogs welcome (but please check

beforehand re. stiles)
- meet promptly opposite The Bell Inn  Thorverton

We’d really welcome offers to lead walks. If you’d
like to lead one on one of the dates mentioned above
OR offer an additional date, then please contact :
Heather on 860419 or Jean on 861176.

Caroline Prince
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I Don’t Believe It!
We have had 3600 new laws since 1997 – li ttle
wonder the legal profession is one of the few sectors
of our economy that, so far, appears recession proof.
Perhaps it also explains why lawyers dominate the
raptors of Westminster. I guess if plumbers or
electricians dozed on the benches in similar numbers
we wouldn’ t be allowed to change a tap washer or
plug top!

The bonus culture seems to be going from bad to
worse, with us paying milli ons to many clearly
undeserving recipients. And it’s not just the banks –
our Civil Service was paid £128m in bonuses last
year. I’ m not disputing that many will have worked
hard for modest sums, but £21m to the Muppets in the
Treasury – really, my legs have a finite limit of
elasticity. And all this in an age when we are no
longer surprised by any forced revelation that another
unencrypted disc or laptop containing confidential
information has gone missing. Even senior police
off icers can now “earn” a bonus! Whatever happened
to being paid to do a job and directed to the exit if you
didn’ t do it properly?
Having recently bought a new television to comply
with Digit Als mammoth con I carefully read the 37

pages of instructions. One particular instruction
increasingly diff icult to obey is “Do not throw
anything at the TV set. The glass screen may break by
impact and cause serious injury.”  I’ m not alone in
finding the news over recent days particularly trying
and recourse to children’s television is no antidote,
with more ear shattering noise and mindless vandalism
than perpetrated by Clarkson and Company.
With our industrial heritage overflowing with such
ill ustrious engineers and scientists as Trevithick,
Stephenson, Faraday, Ferranti and Parsons I find it
sad, no, pathetic, that Britain now appears incapable
of building a power station or train set. I don’ t think
this could happen in France!
And talking of the French, I thought it would be
impossible to find a pro-French British farmer but,
apparently, I’ m wrong (again). The weakness of the
Pound against the Euro has made tender, succulent,
mouth-watering British lamb (sorry vegetarians) a
good buy across the Channel, with French famili es
savouring one in five of our lambs. This is good news
for British producers, with demand li fting some prices
50% higher than in recent years - but perhaps not
such good news for indigenous mint sauce addicts!

Commentator

Thorverton Adventurers

Adventurers is a unique outdoor pursuits club based
in the Exe Valley. It caters for both sexes aged
between 11 and 18 and is run to encourage the sense
of adventure in all young people, increase their self-
confidence and abili ties in a number of outdoor
pursuits. We meet once a fortnight on a Tuesday
evening to take part in a variety of sports, for example
indoor and outdoor climbing, canoeing and kayaking,
snowboarding, saili ng, mountaineering, team
challenges, raft building, survival techniques, Duke of
Edinburgh's award, and orienteering and this term dry
slope skiing and scuba diving in Tiverton pool.

The strength the outdoor Pursuits Club is based on the
expeditions that happen three or four times a year.
This Easter we are off to North Devon by train and
bike, to climb, surf and “coasteerring.”

This year we are lucky to have secured some funding
so the club is off to Slovenia to trek in the hill s, white

water raft, climb and a bit of culture by having a day
in Venice.

If you would like to join or you know someone who
would like to join, then contact
Rob Powell or Paul Mitchell on 01392 860886

Paul Mitchell
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Poetry
Creation
An easel, a canvas, a place in the sun,
A setting, a mood, a creation begun,
Although the end product may never be shown
Among great works of art - the artist unknown;
Yet something quite precious and even unique
In silence is drawn, through the canvas to speak.
A moment is captured - though gone for ever,
Immortalized yet through the artist's endeavour.
 
A mixing, a flourish, a stroke of the hand
And a painting takes shape to the worker's
command;

And no other picture will ever be made,
With exactly the same hint of sunlight and shade,
Or identical hue of sky over all,
And precisely the pattern of a stone buil t wall.
 
Each time an artist takes a place in the sun
With easel and stool and new work begun
They hold in their grasp a share of the power
Of unique creation - in sky, tree or flower.
Though poor is man's copy, to God's work
compared,
The joy of creation has been known and been
shared.

Doreen Beer

Golf Society Players of
Thorverton
SUNDAY 25TH JANUARY  A.G.M.

Well yes, we did play golf today, but I thought
that I had better get the serious stuff out the way
first.
The AGM took place after the golf and here are
the details:
Most members, turning up to see if a fight would
take  place, were disappointed when the
anticipated blood-bath never happened, no
SOCO teams were needed to check the DNA of
widespread blood splatters. All the ghouls were
disappointed when the Barack Obama of the
golfing world strode in ‘yes he can’ was heard to
ring around the rafters! After the calming hand of
Russell’s Roosevelt-like ‘new-deal’ came the
whirlwind of GSPOT, swept in unopposed on a
tidal wave of bonhomie. Would Reith Roberts be
the saving grace of our society? As he rose to his
full height, he stood on a stool and explained to
all, that he and he alone would lead us out of the
wilderness and take us to the Promised Land.
Newton St Cyres – oh please!!
His words still ring in our ears - maximum
handicap 28 and faithful obedience at all times.
Fantastic, and all over in ten minutes, Reith we
thank you for taking on the duties of Captain /
Secretary / Leader / Dartboard and Babyminder,
we wish you well.
A few thoughts have already  been passed on to
me directly after the AGM , Reith is a Stoke

Canon man, concerns here for many, will this
open the flood gates for outsiders? Will people
from Upton Pyne, Brampford, maybe even
Bickleigh or Cadbury be allowed to join, even
Silverton was mentioned in a very quiet whisper,
can Reith read and write and will he favour other
outsiders like fellow Stoke Canonite Geoff
Helli ngs. How small minded some people are,
sometimes freedom of speech is very dangerous
in the wrong mouths, but as usual I will water
things down so as not to offend,  Reith, I salute
you, be firm, be fair and remember your mates(
what do you drink again?) I wish you well .

Sunday 25th Golf Results:
What a show of members we had on display
today, especially with the very heavy conditions
that awaited, the course was very wet, in some
places it was really muddy, you could have
mistaken it for Yellowford Farm except for the
smell, but all returned tired and splattered, now
for the results:

FIRST PLACE  with 18 Points Phil ‘Gizzard’
Oram, this was a great display of controlled
power golf, well played Phil, I hope you took the
family out for a meal on the winnings, major
money involved Ingrid, check it out .

SECOND PLACE   was Shared with 16 Points,
again very good scoring under diff icult
circumstances, Scott ‘ Boom Boom’ Hasler,
Pete’ Sell to anyone’ Thomas and Jimbo’ 4x4’
Chappelle, good hit guys.
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The Mounted Club for the shortest drive- Mark’
Taffy’ Cummins. I am not certain if the ball
actually travelled forward and could not get the
truth here, I hate it when this happens. Bad press
is better than no press at all Mark, you are in
Focus, enjoy!

The Annika Trophy for Last Place went to our
very own, and recently sheared Blind Man, Roger
Flitney. I am too much of a gentleman to recall
the amount of points scored but suffice to say
that the new stream-lined look did not help his
game!

Donna-Y –Trophy, our very own Chairman John’
Magic Shoes’ Mann, this is really funny. On the
9th green with several members watching, John
was standing over an 8 inch putt. With silence
and concentration, he draws back the putter
head, brings it through the line of the ball and
leaves it 7 inches short! What was that about
John? I believe there were a few sniggers around
the green.
That’s it for now, same time next month

FRIDAY 13th GOLF REPORT  (unlucky for
who?) READ ON TO FIND OUT

What a date for our new leader Reith Roberts to
start his duties , what a start to the year in
general . Since Reith has been at the helm ,we
have experienced  Snow , Blizzard conditions at
times ,  Heavy Rain, combined with high winds
,flooding, trees down  etc ,I am  now just
awaiting for the Locusts to arrive ,Reith just who
have you upset , it certainly will not be anyone
that I know, but It can only get better , onward
and upward as they say ,now for the results.

IN FIRST POSITION  with 20  POINTS .   ,
joint winners  , old Magic Shoes himself John
Mann and our New leader Reith( I only ware
Shorts) Roberts  a very good, compact  round of
Golf  I have been told, nice to see the elderly
doing well so early in the season, will they go the
distance this is the worry   , at least it keeps there
bodies & minds active for the time being ,well
done you two , now you  must rest awhile  .

IN SECOND POSITION   with  19  POINTS
he’s there again our very own professor, Geoff

Bulley  , again it seems as if the older fellas have
whopped the butts of the young guns  well played
Geoff, keep taking the tablets .

DONNA – Y – TROPHY .
My old mate Andy Precious French is the winner
here, he could not win the golf but had to do
something to get a mention, a real attention
seeker at times .
On the 7th green  He did all he could not to step
on or walk over Geoff Bulley’s line, but while
doing this he trampled all over Dave Harlow’s -
time & time again I have been told  (I find this bit
hard to believe), DAVID DID NOT SAY A
WORD ! ,but I do believe that the body language
was unmentionable, surely  you must all know by
now, Andy can only do one thing at a time, he is
not a woman (unless you are looking at him
through John Mann’s eyes of course), come on
Andy stop upsetting other members or you will
be out, OK .

THE MOUNTED CLUB :
The shortest drive of the day is the longest one
we have ever had - 140 Yards in old money,
winner of this less sought after trophy is the
Hurricane himself David Harlow, the only player
NOT to reach the 7th green , far far worse drives
have won this trophy, just proves the standard
may be improving.

ANNIKA TROPHY :  (Last Place )The young
gun  Sam Turnip Turner , the new handicap
kicking in already, what a difference 7 shots
makes, Annika could be yours for the season
Sam, unless you get  some lessons, I’m cheap if
you want my number ,its on the board OK. Now
you play off 28, no need to wear the dress any
more.

Twos Competition there were 2 of them today:
Geoff Bulley & Reith Roberts.  The season has
hardly begun, big scores and now 2s as well.  I
personally  believe they are peaking far too early
but still a 2 is a 2 well played you guys. Fancy
having to share the pot though, so unfair.

Handicap changes will take place to:  J Mann, G
Bulley, R Roberts.  By how many Reith will I’m
sure let everyone know , but it should not hurt
too much, Reith  is a kind man deep down.
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Reith’s Round up on the day: each and everyone
played really well, no low scores recorded, not a
drop  of  blood was spill ed, everyone spoke to

each other back at the Exeter, so all in all a good
one.  Here’s to the next.

Bob Hyde

History Society

January 2009 Meeting

Our Chairman, Mr Bill Stamper, efficiently dealt
with the formal business of the AGM, in
particular thanking our retiring Honorary
Secretary Phylli s Langdon for her work over the
last 11 years. With a little persuasion Beryl Coe
and Marion Crang agreed to take on the roles of
Programme Secretary and Minute Secretary
respectively.
The subject of our talk by David Clement,
Chairman of The South West Maritime History
Society, was “Captain George Peacock - Devon’s
Brunel” . George Peacock was born into a Naval
family in 1805 in Fala Dam, near Edinburgh. His
early sea experiences were on till er steered
colli ery brigs and local trading vessels.

He grew up in Exmouth and attended Dawlish
College before embarking on a career that took
him to most parts of the world.  Whilst saili ng as
a mate in the Mediterranean in 1822 he saw an
Archimedes Screw, used for raising water in
Egypt. On his return he applied the principle to
marine propulsion, installi ng the first screw
propeller in his father’s vessel the Fanny.

In 1829 he patented a device to aerate condenser
water, thus making seawater drinkable. A model
of this device is in Liverpool Museum.  His talent
for surveying, first demonstrated in his 1825
surveys of Montevideo and Buenos Aires
harbours, are perhaps best remembered in his
survey of the route of the Panama Canal in
1831/2, during a period of unpaid absence from
the Royal Navy. Using only rudimentary
equipment his survey was later found to be
accurate to 6 feet over a distance of over 60
miles. In 1880 the great canal builder Ferdinand

de Lesseps paid tribute to Peacock’s survey at a
meeting of the Liverpool Chamber of Commerce.
However, no tribute could be greater than the
fact that today’s canal follows his original route.
Peacock was also responsible for the survey of
the Corinth Canal.

In 1838 he invented the semi-submersible floating
battery, the last Monitor only being scrapped by
the Royal Navy in 1965, its guns now guarding
the entrance to the Imperial War Museum.

He joined the Pacific Steam Navigation Company
and was the first to travel by steam around Cape
Horn.   In 1858 he came across vast reserves (7
½ milli on tons) of guano on Chincha Islands off
the coast of Peru. Here Chinese labourers toiled
under armed guard loading the stinking cargo
destined for the four corners of the earth.  Nitrate
was also found in the region, leading to trade
with Odham’s wharf on the River Clyst.

Peacock’s inventions included the unsinkable
bathing dress, a refuge buoy and ship anti-fouling
treatment (now marketed by ICI).  Locally, he
founded the Starcross Yacht Club, but he will
perhaps be remembered locally for his Swan and
four Cygnets - seaworthy folli es built by local
boat builders Dixons for a total of £250. One of
the Cygnets, little more than an armed rowing
boat with a swan’s head at the prow, was the
smallest vessel in the Royal Navy - HMS EX359.
Thanks to a Lottery grant, a restored Cygnet was
returned to Topsham Museum in 2007.

Captain George Peacock, FRGS, is certainly
worthy of comparison with IKB.

Barr ie Philli ps
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Thorverton Cricket Club – 2009

Thorverton Cricket Club celebrates its 150th

anniversary next year having been founded in
1860.

Our hope is to involve the vill age in our
celebrations wherever possible and we would
welcome any thoughts on how this may be
achieved. We would hope this will i nclude events
not only at the Cricket Club but also around the
vill age. The club have formed a working group to
focus on this milestone event. Presiding Chair
Charles Kislingbury and Honorary Secretary
Mike Denford would be pleased to hear from
you.

The Club have launched a reworking of their 5
year plan which with the help of the many
supporters of the club has seen the goals of the
original plan achieved in a much shorter
timescale. This was in no small way thanks to the
Leonard Trust who were fully supportive of the
clubs investment plans in the junior section.
Thanks to the investment in outdoor nets and
through the application of the youngsters and the
full support of their parents a number of
representative honours have been achieved.
Congratulations to all.

As the 2009 season approaches the goals for the
season are to build on the success of last year and
in particular secure a promotion for the first
eleven. The second eleven were successful in this
goal last year and hopes are high again.

As always the Club is looking to welcome new
players and supporters alike.  In particular the
club is looking for someone who can spare time
during the week to help prepare the wickets for
the weekend. This is proving increasingly diff icult
for the existing members as business hours are
restrictive. So if you know anyone or feel this is
something you can help out with please let us
know.

We hope to provide further regular updates
throughout the season.In the interim please
contact:

Charles Kislingbury :
charles.kislingbury@kingstuge.com

07971 880421
Mike Denford : MikeD@BrayAccounts.co.uk

07880 762923

Pre-season letter

Here’s the usual pre-season newsletter to let you
all know what’s going on ahead of the 2009
cricket season…

INDOOR NETS
The following indoor net sessions have been
booked:

Sunday 1 March 4:30 – 6pm
West Exe School
Sunday 8 March 4:30 – 6pm
West Exe School
Sunday 15 March 1:30 – 3pm
West Exe School
Sunday 22 March 4:30 – 6pm
West Exe School
Sunday 29 March 1:30 – 3pm
West Exe School

West Exe School is located on Hatherleigh Road,
near the Alphington Sainsbury’s.

Please make every effort to attend as many of
these sessions as you can. We hope to have a
couple of prospective new players attending, so it
would be good to give a positive impression!

OUTDOOR TRAINING
Weather permitting, this will begin on Thursday 2
April from 6:00 – 7:30pm, switching to 6:30 –
8:00pm from 30 April and throughout the
summer.

PRE-SEASON MATCHES
Five pre-season games have been scheduled, as
follows:  All in April:

• Saturday 11 Chudleigh Home
• Saturday 18 Honiton Home
• Sunday 19   Clyst St George Home
• Sat 25 CBBEA (Sam Ray) Home
• Sunday 26  Exeter TBC
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TEAM NEWS
At the AGM in November, a couple of changes
were made to captains for the coming season.
Gareth Hess is now 1st XI vice captain, and will
also be taking responsibili ty for the Mid Devon
T20 side. Vince has stepped aside after leading
the 2nd XI to promotion last year, with Alan
Birmingham and Jon Hull taking on the captaincy
and vice-captaincy.

We are currently looking into visa options to
bring Kobi back to Thorverton again for 2009.
He is very keen to return, so hopefully we’ ll be
seeing him back with us at the end of April .

SENIOR TOUR
For the first time in many years, Thorverton CC
will be going on tour this summer. Thanks to
Ryan Doye for organising things so far. The dates
are August 11-14, with three games in the
Windsor area and one in Bristol. More details to
follow…

MEMBERSHIP RECORDS
Thanks to those of you who responded to my
email about updating our membership records
and contact details. If you haven’t yet replied, or
didn’ t get the email, then please can you confirm
to myself and Julie Choules your full contact
details – address, phone number(s) and email.
I hope to see you in March.

James Meredith
01392 272504

Thorverton Post Office
There is an oppor tunity to have your
views about Post Off ices heard; please
take action before 10 March.

The House of Commons Business and Enterprise
Committee is conducting an enquiry into the
future of Post Offices.
Its MPs have set up an online forum to listen to
the views of individuals and businesses who use
Post Offices.
Please visit the forum, register, and share your
views at:

http://forums.parliament.uk/post-off ice-
future/

If you prefer, you can write to The House of
Commons Business and Enterprise Committee at:
7 Mill bank, London, SW1P 3JA.

For more information about the Committee’s
inquiry, please visit the Committee’s website at:
www.parliament.uk/parliamentary_committees/be
rr/becpn6_0809.cfm
It would be interesting and helpful to have a copy
of your submission to enable us to improve our
service, and also to provide evidence of our
customers’ views for any future grant/planning
applications and for the next Post Office Ltd
review of which branches should remain open.
Please hand it over the counter at the post office,
or email i t to toogood@waitrose.com.

Alli son Toogood  - Subpostmistress

Fairtrade Fortnight#$ %&' '() *+,,-.) /(&0
Fairtrade Fortnight finishes on 9th March. We’ve
had stickers highlighting those products from
abroad that carry the Fairtrade Mark. The Mark
gives the guarantee that the products are fairly
traded and make a positive difference to the lives
of farmers and workers in the developing world.
We thought you may be interested to know more
about the suppliers.

Alli son has supported TRAIDCRAFT for many
years and we’re pleased to be able to carry many
of their consumable products in the shop − sugar,
tea, coffee, sweets, chocolate, pasta, snacks.
Traidcraft also has a charity called Traidcraft
Exchange − you may have noticed their collecting
box on the counter. It is the UK's only
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27

development charity specialising in making trade
work for the poor. It  works to:
Trade − identifying the problems that prevent the
poor benefiting from trade, and working to
overcome these.
Support − identifying the services that small
businesses need to enable them to trade
effectively, and building the capacity of local
service providers to provide these services on an
affordable basis.
Influence − undertaking lobbying and advocacy
activities to campaign for trade policies that help
rather than hurt the poor; helping poor producers
to understand the rules that restrict how they
trade.

The Traidcraft spring catalogue is now available,
so why not pick one up at the shop and have a
look at what else is on offer? There are some
beautiful pieces of inexpensive jewellery and
other fashion accessories, lovely ceramics and
other beautiful and useful items for the home,
toys and much more.

SUMA
Other fairly traded products in the shop come
from Suma, an independent wholefood
wholesaler-distributor which specialises in
vegetarian, fairly traded, organic, ethical and
natural products. You may have noticed that our
surprisingly wide range of dried fruit, seeds,
pulses, grains etc comes from Suma’s own-brand
products. We think they are delicious and, best of
all, they are very good value.

Suma is run as a workers’ cooperative with an
‘uncompromising passion for ethical trading’ .
While they do use an elected Management
Committee to implement decisions and business
plans, the decisions themselves are made at
regular General Meetings with the consent of
every member. There’s no chief executive, no
managing director and no company chairman.  In
practice, this means that day-to-day work is
carried out by self-managing teams of employees
who are all paid the same wage, and who all
enjoy an equal voice and an equal stake in the
success of the business. 

If you’d like to know more, have a look at their
website, www.suma.co.uk, or we can lend you a

catalogue. If you spot anything you’d like to
order, just let us know.
And talking of orders …
To be sure of what you want from local
producers, just order at the shop or phone 07710
276906 by 3.30pm the day before, e.g.
bread, rolls, scones, hot cross buns … (from The
Vill age Bakery, Exeter)
milk, cream … (from Dunn’s Dairy,
Drewsteignton)
fresh meat, sausages, bacon, cold meats … (from
A J Cox, Crediton)

Twenty-Five Years Ago
Focus March 1984

Thorverton Wives Group
On January 12th we met at 3 Bullen’s Street, by
kind permission of Mrs. Maynard, when Mrs Aird
gave us a very interesting talk on her nursing
experiences at a Glasgow Hospital.

We met at the Bury, full of excitement on the 1st

February, as it was our annual visit to the
Barnfield Theatre to see The Royal Marines
Sergeants’ Mess Pantomime. This year it was
“Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs” R.M. We
all laughed until our sides ached, and clapped
until our hands hurt- a very good show. All the
cast were very good but I would like to mention
the seven dwarfs; all through the show they
walked on their knees. I wondered after the
Panto, which ran for 3 weeks, did the dwarfs get
housemaid’s knee?

After the show we had a lovely meal at The Vine
in Gandy Street. The evening was arranged by
Beryl. Thank you Beryl from all who went.
We should have met at Stable House on the 9th

February, but unfortunately Mr. Haig couldn’ t
come, so the Meeting was cancelled.
M. Maynard.

Thorverton W.I.
At the February meeting, President Mrs.
G.Langabeer, welcomed speaker Mrs. Aird, and
she spoke on her life as a student nurse to
Matron in a Glasgow Hospital.
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A committee was formed for the Competitions at
the Devon County Show, and names taken for
the Rewe Group Meeting.
The competition for the prettiest chopping board
-1st Mrs. G. Langabeer, 2nd Mrs. H. Mildon,. Mrs.
Mildon won the Flower of the month.
Amy Ayre

1st Thorverton Brownies
1983 proved to be a successful year with a full
pack of 24 and 4 girls in a butterfly six waiting to
join Guides.

Our Christmas Bazaar and Play raised
£110.profit; this was once again due to local
traders generously donating draw prizes, and the
wonderful support on the day by parents and
friends.

The outing to the vill age Panto was thoroughly
enjoyed, and what a super Panto it was-a real
delight to all children.

We thank the ladies of the over 60’s Club who
give us odd pencils and paper, also the local
artists for the wonderful supply of card ends.
Doreen Haywood. Brown Owl.

The following is one of the pieces written for the
Writer’s badge:
The Brownie Float.
Last September Brown Owl done a Float with all
the Brownies. We were Eskimos and we got 2nd

prize. We had to have a white coat and some
dark trousers. We sat on cushions and Mr.
Haywood drove the tractor. We went to the
bottom of the vill age and we had to come all the
way back again, and I enjoyed it very much. We
had a packet of crisps. Brown Owl carried a
money tin for the people to put pennies in for the
deaf people.
Suzanna Mildon.

The Garden in March

We really have had Winter with a capital W this
year and I just hope that the worst of the cold
weather is now behind us. I expect that we shall
still get a few nasty surprises, but hopefully things
will begin to improve from now on.

The sudden heavy snowfall did do a considerable
amount of damage, and this needs tackling as
soon as possible. Trees that had branches broken
or torn off should have the damaged pieces cut
back into sound wood, but if this would leave an
ugly stump of a branch, cut it back to the base —
not absolutely flush with the trunk — if you have
a good look at the lowest two or three inches of
the branch, you will see it has a slight ‘ ring’
round it just out from the trunk, so cut back to
immediately above this, as this is where it will
heal over most quickly.

Some of the upright conifers, such as some of the
cypresses (Chamaecyparis) and thuyas, may have
had branches bent right down out of shape, and
these should have the branches pushed back into
place, if they are not too badly damaged, and the
trees wired right round in several places about
12-18 in apart, to keep everything where it
should be for the future. The wiring will not
show once the trees start to grow.

Shrubby fuchsias used to be kill ed right back to
ground level most years, until recently, and many
may do so this year, but leave them for a few
months to see where they start to re-sprout, and
only then trim them back to wherever is
necessary. This will apply to many apparently
‘dead’ plants and shrubs come the spring, but do
not be in too much of a hurry to have them out
— give things a month or two to see if they will
re-grow from lower down.

After so many mild winters, I think we have all
become rather complacent about the hardiness of
many plants previously thought of as ‘ tender’ , but
as Mark Wash said in his talk at Garden Club the
other night, it is not always the most obviously
tender things that curl up and die, some some
quite unexpected things will have gone, while
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some supposedly very tender plants may have
survived.

(Memo: next autumn, take some precautionary
cuttings of things like osteospermums as a
back-up, mine are now completely dead)

A covering of snow over the garden does actually
protect the plants underneath from frost (just like
a great big duvet!), and this year I did have
snowdrops flowering in the snow. Having said
last month that I couldn’ t even see the
snowdrops, they popped up within days, and
came into flower very quickly. I have got two
daffodils in full flower in the garden at the
moment, but the rest are hanging back and (dare
I say it?) are only a few inches high, with a few
buds showing — maybe they’ ll be in flower by
the weekend!

Once the ground is fit to work on again, get on
with preparing for the seed sowing season which
will soon be on us, finish off any winter pruning,
and cut back any perennials kept for winter
interest as they get shabby, and before the new

growth starts to come through. Do cut rigid
stems down as close to the base as possible
— it can be very painful stubbing a finger on to a
sharp stem end whilst weeding later on in the
season when new growth has hidden them!

I really have welcomed the winter-flowering
shrubs this year — it is almost magical to find the
shoots of scented fragile-looking flowers in the
depths of the freezing weather, and taking a few
stems indoors to scent the room for a few days.

PLANT OF TILE MONTH.
CHIONADOXA LUCILLAE

One of my favourite early flowering bulbs, with
its frail-looking blue and white flowers only a few
inches high, 1 think ‘Glory of the Snow’ is a
good name for this delightful li ttle plant.  Put it
among later flowering things at the very front of
a bed, and it will clump up to give a lovely
display for many years.

Pat Brooks
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Thorverton Parish Information
(Please notify any changes to the Editor.)

AIR AMBULANCE EMERGENCY - QUOTE NATIONAL GRID REFERENCE
RECREATION GROUND – Sheet 192 SS 923019   MEMORIAL HALL FIELD – Sheet 192 SS 926019

Bus services            See inside back cover
Carers' Suppo rt Group Anne Higman, Wyndham House Surgery, Silverton.   860034.

Meetings - 3rd Wednesday of month, Wyndham House, 2.30-4.30 p.m.
Church (C of E) The Revd. Douglas Dettmer, The Rectory, Thorverton.  860332

The Revd. Sue Sheppard, Associate Minister, Autumn Haze, Rewe, 01392 841284
The Revd Hilary Dawson, Assistant Curate, The Vicarage, Stoke Canon, 01392 841928
Mrs Linda Dalton, Administration Manager, 07594 714590, linda.netherexe@btinternet.com

Church Wardens Peter Colebrook, Ockero, Thorverton.  861019.
Edwin Greed, Fortescue, Netherexe.  841231.

Consort Mary Thomas, 1 The Glebe, Thorverton.  860730.
P.C.C. Treasurer Jean Brown, Rydal Cottage, Bullen Street. 861176.
Friends of Thorverton Parish Church Trust    Emmie Aird, Kirkfoard, The Berry, Thorverton.

Church (Baptist) The Revd. Maurice Harrison, 01884 258599.
Secretary Phyllis Langdon,  860932.
Services, notice board or Focus.

Coun ty Coun cill or Cllr. Mr. M. Lee.  01363 772671.
District Coun cill or Cllr. Mr. R. M. Deed.  01392 861258.
Doctors Dr  Jon Wride & Lynne Anderson / Drs Stead, O’Brien & Ziegler. Surgery

times: see below.
Electricity (Western Power) Report a loss of power: 0800 365 900   Bill Enquiries: 0800 365 000

Street lights 0870 556 1851
Friends of Thorverton & Silverton Surgeries     Christine Walker,  881501
Gas Emergency 0800 111999
Leonard Trust   Chairman: R Hughes. Secretary: Mrs. E Hughes, 3 Dinham Mews, Exeter EX4 4EF
Library (Exeter Mobile)      EVERY WEDNESDAY, 2.55pm to 3.15pm  in the Quarry Car Park
Newspaper Reporter (Express & Echo)   Jane Ristic, 53 Silver Street, Thorverton.  860054
Parish Coun cil Chairman Cllr. Michael Ayre,
Parish Clerk Mrs Kate West, Great Pit Stables, Silverton.  861560.
Parish Coun cil Meetings 2nd Tuesday of month, at The Memorial Hall, 7.30 pm.
Parish Allotments Contact the Parish Clerk - 861560
Parish Coun cil Notice Board  Situated in School Lane, opposite the Thorverton Arms.
     IMPORTANT!- PLANNING APPLICATION NOTICES ARE DISPLAYED HERE.
Pension Service PO Box 93,  Plymouth  PL6 5WJ.      0845 60 60 265
Police Central Switchboard 24 Hours:  0845 2777444.
Post Off ice Portacabin (TCT Ltd)  Quarry Car Park, Thorverton  EX5 5NG.   860455

Mon. to Fri :  9 am.-1.00 pm.,    2 pm.– 5.30 pm.
Sat. : 9 am.-12 noon      Sun.  9 am - 10.30 am for newspaper sales only
Business Manager:     Jill Blewett, Faircop, Jericho St, Thorverton
Chair and Company Secretary: Heather Kershaw, 25 The Glebe, 860419

Public Telephon e Kiosk Opposite the Church, outside the Bell Inn, Dinneford  St.
Schoo l (C of E Primary)  Head Teacher: Tania Markham   860374.
Schoo l Governors Chair: Clive Hamblin

Clerk: Jane Ristic, 53 Silver St.  860054
Schoo l P.T.F.A. Chair: Deishan Luffman, North Barn, Raddon, Thorverton. 860016

Secretary: Marie Thomas, 01884 855275
Treasurer: Di Baker, 860426

South West Water 24 Hour Emergency: 0800 169 1144.           Helpline: 0800 169 1133.
Thorverton Mill ennium Chair: Dame Margaret Turner-Warwick, Pynes House,

Green Trust Silver Street  861173     Hon. secretary: Shirley Hoole.
Thorverton Rural Services Association Chair: Alan Turner, 860164
Tiverton Volunteer Centre 28, Gold Street, Tiverton  EX16 6PY.  Judy Seymour, 01884 255734.
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Thorverton Organisations

Amateur Dramatic Society     Chair: Simon Ette, 861349
Secretary: Tori Elston, 881969
Meetings - Last Wednesday of each month at the W.I. Hut.

Art Group Barrie Phillips, Crossmead, School Lane, Thorverton. 860529
Meet Fridays during term-time at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 am-12.00.

Arts Exchange Claire Cousins, Cubberley House, The Berry. 860438.
Monthly meetings in members’ homes at 8.0 pm. (see Diary)

Association Foot ball Club   Chairman: Andy Harris, 01392 851664
Secretary: David Gregory, 2 The Orchard, Brampford Speke, 841803.

Bridge Circle Graeme Culshaw, 3 The Glebe, Thorverton 860203.
Meets 1st/3rd/5th Fridays at the W.I. Hut from 7.00 p.m..

Brownies’ Leader Hannah James, 0789 403 7133.
Meet Fridays during term-time at the W.I. Hut, 5.30-7.00 pm.

Church Flower Club Meetings as advertised.
Cricke t Club Chair: Charles Kislingbury, Arley House, 19 Church St, Silverton.  860270

  Secretary: M C Denford, 14 Moorlands, Tiverton EX16 6UF 01884 255076
Fixture Sec: J Meredith, 190 Mincinglake Rd, Exeter EX4 7DS 01392 272504

Focus Magazine Chair: John Carter, Rewe.  841237
Editor: Neville Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062.
Secretary: Jane Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062.
Treasurer:  Barbara Uglow, 14 Cleaves Close, Thorverton. 860614.
 Focus deliveries – John Carter, Rewe.  841237

Friends of Silverton & Thorverton Surgeries
Coffee Mornings in The Royal British Legion Club, Silverton
held on the LAST THURSDAY of every month except December.

Golf Society Players of Thorverton Care of Exeter Inn, 01392 860206
History Society Chair: Bill Stamper, Dunelm, Raddon, Thorverton. 860214

Secretary: Phyllis Langdon, Ferndale, Bullen Street, Thorverton. 860932.
Ladies Group Meet 2nd Thursday of month,  (Venue and time - see Focus Notices).
Memorial Hall Committee  Chair: Mr Mike Shelton. Fir Tree House, Bullen Street. 861027.

Treasurer: John White, Waters Ford, Milford Lane. 860827.
Secretary & Bookings:  Jean White, Waters Ford, Milford Lane. 860827.

Memorial Hall Market 2nd Saturday of the month, at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 - 11.00 am.
Playgroup Contact: Laura Samuel (Chair) 861496.

Mon 9.30am-12pm, Tues/Weds 9.30am-12pm & Lunch Club 12pm-1pm,
Thurs 9.15-11.45am; 12.45pm- 3.15pm & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm. during term-time, at Memorial Hall.

Thorverton Ambling, Rambling and Tramping Society (TARTS)
Contacts : Caroline Prince 07749 775304 or Jean Brown 861176
See notices of walks in Old Post Office Window Bullen Street.

Todd ler Group Contact : Nic Fice 860318.
Wednesdays, during term-time, at the W.I. Hut, 9.45 a.m.-11.45.

Rainbo ws Contact Jean Pearn  860105, Penny Fice  861136,
Term-time, Tuesdays  4-5 pm at the W.I. Hut.

Royal British Legion Chairman / Hon. sec:  Bill Stamper,  Dunelm,  Raddon, Thorverton. 860214
Hon. Treasurer: Emmie Aird.

Women’s Institute Secretary: Susan  Maguire    01392 860631
Bookings:  Susan Maguire    01392 860631.
W.I. Meeting. 1st Tuesday of the month at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm.
Whist, 3rd Tuesday of the month, at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm.

W.I. Market & Coffee 4th Saturday of the month at the W.I. Hut. 10.00 am. to 11.00 am.
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Doctors’ Surgeries

THE EXE VALLEY PRACTICE

Dr JON WRIDE and Dr LYNNE ANDERSON

The Surgery, The Berry, The Surgery, 3 Coach Road,
THORVERTON EX5 5NT SILVERTON EX5 4JL
Tel: 01392 860273 (24 hours) Tel: 01392 860176 (in surgery hours)
Fax: 01392 860654 Fax: 01392 861598

www.exevalleypractice.co.uk

Surgery Hours

Mon. 2.30  -   4.30   Mon.     9.00  - 11.00
Tue. 3.30  -   5.30           Tue.      9.00  - 11.00
Wed. 10.30  - 11.30  Wed.     3:30 -    5:30
Thu. 3.00  -   5.00              Thu.      9.00  -  11.00
Fri. 9.00  - 12.00              Fri.        3.00  -    5.00

The Surgeries are OPEN at the followi ng times

Mon.   8.30  - 12.45  &  2.00  - 6.00               Mon.      8.45  - 12.30
Tue.    8.30  - 12.45  &  2.00  - 6.00               Tue.      8.45  - 12.00
Wed.   8.30  - 12.45  &  2.00  - 5.00             Wed.        3.00  -   6 .00
Thu.    8.30  - 12.45  &  2.00  - 6.00        Thu.          8.45  - 12.30
Fri.      8.30  - 12.45  &  2.00  - 4.00         Fri.           2.00  -   6.00

REPEAT PRESCRIPTIONS  (Monday – Friday)   Please note that 48 hours notice is required for ALL
repeat prescriptions. Repeat Prescription line:    01392 861622

WYNDHAM HOUSE SURGERY,  Fore Street,  SILVERTON,  EX5 4HZ
Telephone 01392 860034                   www.wyndhamhousesurgery.co.uk

Dispensary Hours:     Monday to Thursday:     09.00 – 13.00  &  14.00 – 18.00
                                   Friday:                            09.00 – 13.00  &  14.00 – 17.00

Please note The doctors are happy to speak to you on the phone instead of an appointment. Please
request this from reception when you telephone.

Dr Jonathan STEAD Dr Anthon y O’BRIEN Dr Emma ZIEGLER

Monday 09.00 - 11.00 08.30 - 10.30
                            15.30 - 17.30                         15.00 -  17.30                                                                     

Tuesday 09.00 - 11.00 09.00 -  12.00
                            15.30 - 17.30                         15.00 -  17.30                                                                     

Wednesday 09.00 - 11.00 09.00 - 11.00
                            15.30 - 17.30                                                                       15.00 - 17.00                       

Thursday 09.00 - 12.00 09.00 - 11.00

Friday 09.00 - 11.00 09.00 - 12.00 09.00 - 11.00
Alt. weeks *15.00 - 16.00 Alt. weeks

(Urgent cases only)*
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Bus services

Turner’s Tours / Carmel Coaches (bus 678)  Mon-Fri. 10.09 from The Berry and the Baptist Chapel.
Return 13.35 from Exeter bus station, Stand 5.

Stagecoach (service 55B) Mon-Sat (except Bank Holidays)
To Tiverton  07.54, 08.55, 10.40, 12.40 14.40, 17.40, 18.20 from The Berry and Broadlands.
Return from Tiverton bus station. 07.25, 09.30, 11.25, 13.25, 15.15, 18.30.

To Exeter 07.53, 09.57, 11.52, 13.52, 15.42, 18.55 from The Berry and Broadlands.
Return from Exeter bus station. 07.30, 08.30, 10.15, 12.15, 14.15, 17.15, 17.55

Stagecoach 55 service runs every half-hour in each direction along the Exeter-Tiverton road, stopping at the
Thorverton turn (the Ruffwell).  Please consult Stagecoach 55 Group timetable for details of this service.

Note: New times came into effect from 12 January.

Stagecoach free service to Somerfield’s, Broadclyst, from Broadlands on Tuesdays 14.00.

Stagecoach offers a variety of concessions for regular commuters, shoppers, children, students and jobseekers as
well as one-day unlimited-use Explorer tickets. Further details from Stagecoach: 01392 427711 or 01803 664500 or
www.stagecoachbus.com or www.devon.gov.uk/devonbus.

Devonbus Timetable Information: call Traveline  0870 608 2 608  Timetables available at the Post Office
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Diary 2009
Please notify FOCUS Editor of additions or changes.

(Email : focusonthorverton@yahoo.co.uk or phone Nevill e Lane on 861062)

MARCH
Tue 3rd WI Meeting “Preserves” , WI Hut, 7-30 p.m.
Wed 4th Slide presentation The River Dart through the Four Seasons, Brampford Speke Chapel, 7.30 p.m.

Focus AGM, Baptist Chapel, 7.30pm
Fri 6th Women’s World Day of Prayer, Baptist Church  11:00am
Sat 7th Thorverton Wheelers and Tourers Ball , Exeter Inn, 8-00pm
Thu 12th Ladies’ Group at Southbrook  The Green, 7:45pm
Sat 14th Saturday Market, Memorial Hall , 9:30 – 11:00

Parish Church Spring Clean, 10.00am
Tue 17th Whist, WI Hut 7:30 p.m.
Thurs 19th Arts Exchange, 18th Century at Pynes House, 8.00 p.m.
Sat 21st Tabletop  Sale, WI Hut, 10:00 a.m. – 11:45 a.m.

Charity concert The Sound of Musicals, Thorverton Memorial Hall , 7.00 p.m.
Wed 25th TADS Wine and Cheese, Exeter Inn, 8.00pm
Fri 27th History Society Meeting, Devonshire Milestones, WI Hut, 7.30 p.m.
Sat 28th Easter market/Coffee , WI Hut, 10:00a.m. – 11:30 a.m.

APRIL
Tue 7th WI Meeting, WI Hut, Aloe Vera/free facial/choc fountain 7:30
Sat 11th Saturday Market, Memorial Hall , 9:30 – 11:00
Thu 16th OFF THE PEG Fashion Show, WI Hut, 7-30 p.m.

Arts Exchange, Food, at Newcourt Farm House, 8.00pm
Tue 21st Whist, WI Hut, 7:30 p.m.
Sat 25th WI Market & Coffee, WI Hut, 10:00a.m. – 11:00 a.m.

MAY
Tue 5th WI Meeting, WI Hut, Resolutions 7-30
Sat 9th Saturday Market, Memorial Hall , 9:30 – 11:00
12th – 16th Church Week and East Devon Arts Festival
Tue 19th Whist, WI Hut, 7:30 p.m.
Wed 20th Arts Exchange, Furniture, at Garden Cottage
Sat 23rd WI Market & Coffee, WI Hut, 10:00a.m. – 11:00 a.m.

JUNE
Tue 2nd WI Meeting Summer Party, 7.30 p.m.
Sat 13th Thorverton Country Show
Sun 14th Thorverton Country Show
Tue 16th Whist, WI Hut, 7:30 p.m.
Sat 27th WI Market & Coffee, WI Hut, 10:00a.m. – 11:00 a.m.


