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Editorial

This month we expect to receive news about the
future of Thorverton's Post Office.  The names of
the offices recommended for closure are to be
announced on May 20th and then follows a six-
week period of public consultation before
decisions are finalised.  Alli son Toogood, our
Sub-postmistress, goes into some more detail on
page 3.  But the fact that we have come to this,
with so many post offices facing closure does
reflect badly on missed opportunities by the
government for pushing business the way of post
offices.  We had an infrastructure which could
have been utili sed.  Once such facili ties are lost
they are unlikely ever to return.  From a selfish
point of view for the vill age, let us hope that
Thorverton Post Office is allowed to carry on.

On a more optimistic note, the vill age plan takes
a big step forward with the questionnaire ready
for distribution in May.  I know that a lot of work
has gone into getting it this far, and now starts
the important bit about getting our views, which
should generate considerably more work for
those involved with the plan.  I do hope that
everyone will take the opportunity to complete

the questionnaire so that the eventual plan can
reflect as many different viewpoints as possible.

I took a week's holiday in April, to the Isle of
Man.  Not the sort of holiday destination I would
normally think of, but I can thoroughly
recommend it - with a lovely blend of things to
do mixed with peace and quiet.  When I returned
I was given a sharp reminder of how much email
traffic Focus now receives.  You might be
interested to know that since the last edition we
have received 89 emails about letters, notices,
articles or adverts for Focus.  I am grateful to so
many of you for keeping us supplied with so
much information.

Looking forward, the annual Church Week and
Arts Festival is almost upon us.  Can it really be a
year since the last one?  I do hope that you will
support the events being organised this year and
help to make it a successful week.

Nevill e Lane
Editor
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Letters
From Michael Baldwin

Last Friday in Exeter I attempted to buy an ingredient
for a meal planned for Saturday. Though not a
particularly exotic ingredient, it was slightly out of the
ordinary. I tried the Asian delicatessen just past the
top of Sidwell Street, followed by Tescos on the High
Street, Sainsburys in the Harlequin Shopping Centre,
Foodeze on Fore Street, the wholefood shop on South
Street and finally the new delicatessen in Princesshay,
all to no avail . Sally said that she would try Not The
Vill age Shop on her Saturday morning visit and, of
course, came back triumphant! What a wonderful
service Stephen and Alison offer us.

From Phylli s Mann, Bullen Street

Thank you all very much for all of the cards and good
wishes on my birthday.  It was great to see so many
people, indeed I would have liked to have invited more
of you had the room been able to take more guests. I
have had a lot of wonderful cards and the family have
read them to me. The collection for the MS centre
collected a wonderful £300. Thank you all for your
generosity. Thank you also to Jacqueline, Vivienne,
John, Dors, Katherine, Abby, Anji , Dickie, Ant and
Stella for all of their help in making all the food and
room look so good. If I have forgotten anyone please
forgive me. Many thanks for a day to remember.

From Will Ford, Castle Orchard

Ena Mavis Ford
During their recent bereavement Ena's family have
gained enormous comfort and support from kind
words of sympathy and offers of practical help. These
have provided a valuable boost to morale in a time of
sadness.

From The Parish Council

Last month Sheena Hunter Hedges called for the
planning application for two new houses beside the
Bell Inn to be “made available for general view and
discussion” as had the plans for the proposed
developments at Court Barton and in the Quarry Car
Park. The Parish Council would like to point out that
it is directly involved in the Court Barton and Quarry
Car Park proposals and has therefore been able to
offer many opportunities for public consultation. The

Bell Inn application has been privately made and is
being processed by Mid Devon District Council
Planning Department who are responsible for
publicising it, both in the local press and by notices
displayed at the site. Any member of the public can
view planning applications either at the off ices at
Phoenix House, Tiverton, or by following a link on
either the Mid Devon District Council or Parish
Council websites.

From The Parish Council

Last month a letter appeared in Focus from Roger
Fieldhouse of Pynes House, regarding the proposed
housing development at Court Barton. Mr Fieldhouse
is a Parish Councill or and for this reason readers may
have been led to believe that his letter was written
with the knowledge and approval of the Parish
Council . The Parish Council would therefore like to
make it clear that while Mr Fieldhouse and any other
member of the Council are free to express their
personal opinions, the Parish Council does not
necessarily endorse them.

In this case, Mr Fieldhouse sought public support for
his proposals that had been rejected by the Council
and made suggestions about undesirable future
development. The Parish Council would like to
reassure parishioners on these two points:
1. That it has a long history of delicate negotiations

with the Church Commissioners and rejected Mr
Fieldhouse’s proposal on the basis of this experience.

2. The “housing sprawl” suggested by Mr Fieldhouse is
impossible in the context of current planning policy.

Mr Fieldhouse also suggested that the Parish
Council ’s reports of a joint planning application had
been misleading, however this remains the ultimate
aim of the Parish Council and The Church
Commissioners. The Parish Council i s striving to do
all i n its power to ensure a positive outcome of this
planning application, resulting in the provision of
affordable housing in the vill age. For further
information, full minutes of Parish Council meetings
are available on the Parish Notice Board, on the
Parish Council Website and from the Clerk.
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Thorverton Post Office

Conversations in the post off ice reveal that there are
misunderstandings and misinformation around about
the current post off ice closures. So I hope the
following will be helpful.

We’re nearly at the end of the review of post off ice
provision for our area and the names of the off ices
recommended for closure in August will be made
public on May 20th at the start of a 6-week public
consultation. In deciding how to respond it’s worth
remembering that:

• if any post off ice is given a reprieve as a result
of the public consultation, another will have to
close in its place.

• this round of closures will not close all post
off ices that could be closed while still enabling
Post Off ice Ltd to meet  government
stipulations of percentages of the population

living within certain distances from their
nearest post off ice.

• the results of this review stand until 2011.

• the way to ensure the long-term future of our
post off ice is to make more money for Post
Off ice Ltd (or rather, require less subsidy).

With respect to the last point, we do very well for a
vill age of our size thanks to your great support. But
we need to continue to increase the value of our
business. One way of doing this is to attract more
custom from outside the vill age. We are in a good
trading position but, though we are very fond of it in
many ways, our current accommodation is limiting.  It
is very diff icult to carry out a transaction privately
when busy, and at times we could do with another
counter position (as at Silverton and Stoke Canon).

Did you know?

• If your parcel is large and can be spli t into two,
it is sometimes a lot cheaper to do this (e.g. as
happened recently with consignments of
Weetabix to Australia to guess who).

Alli son Toogood
Subpostmistress

Recent meeting to
discuss the planning
application for
Thorverton's shop
and Post Off ice.

Left to right:
Margaret Turner-
Warwick, Lee White,
Geoff White, Angela
Browning MP,
Alison Toogood,
Stephen Toogood,
Mel Stride
(prospective
Conservative
candidate)

OPENING HOURS

Mon−−−−Fri 9.00−−−−1.00 pm
(including Weds)2.00−−−−5.30 pm

 Saturday 9.00−−−−12.00 noon

Use it or lose it!
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Thorverton Parish Council
Report of the March meeting of the Parish Council

AFFORDABLE HOUSING

Margaret Squires, the Chairman of Mid Devon District Council attended the meeting and gave some information on
affordable housing as part of her role as member of the Decent/Affordable Homes Policy Development Group.  She
said MDDC had set a target to provide 100 new affordable homes a year and she empathised with the problem of
acquiring land.
The Housing Sub-committee had reviewed the Planning Support Statements and Design and Access Statements for
the Court Barton application and had made suggestions and alterations.  These had been returned to the Church
Commissioners and would be subject to approval by the full Parish Council before submission of the application.

VILLAGE SHOP/POST OFFICE

The new Chairman was reviewing the structure of the Committee. Cllr Crang will continue to represent the Parish
Council .

PARISH PLAN

The draft questionnaire was being circulated amongst the groups prior to the next Parish Plan meeting.  The final
version of the questionnaire would then be printed and distributed.

PLANNING MATTERS
A. To note Planning Decisions received to date of meeting.
i. 08/00007/FULL Erection of Storage Building/Warehouse, Little Stone Farm, Stone Lane, Thorverton.

Approved.
B. To consider Planning Applications received to date of meeting.
i. 08/00474/FULL Erection of single storey extension and construction of pitched roof (revised scheme). Raddon

Hill Lodge, Thorverton.
ii . 08/00488/FULL Erection of 2 dwelli ngs, The Bell Inn, The Bury, Thorverton.
iii . 08/00521/CAC Conservation Area Consent for demolition of a dwelli ng, Hour Cottage, Bullen Street,

Thorverton.
iv. 08/00520/FULL Erection of a replacement dwelli ng, following demolition of existing.  Hour Cottage, Bullen

Street, Thorverton.
v. 08/00457/LBC Listed Building Consent for demoli tion of front wall .  Way farm, Bickleigh.

OTHER PARISH BUSINESS
• Carl Wilson had put his name forward in response to the vacancy on the Council .  He was co-opted onto the

Council and will make his declaration of acceptance at the May meeting.
• The Parish Council i s being consulted on a review of local authorities by the Boundary Committee.  By 2010

there will be between two and five unitary authorities for Devon, with various possibili ties for County and
District Councils.  Parish Councils are set to remain, but may have greater responsibili ty.

The Annual Parish Council Meeting will take place in the Memorial Hall on Tuesday 13th May 2008 at 7.30pm.  An
Agenda is displayed on the Parish Notice Board prior to meetings.

Kate West, Parish Clerk
Telephone: 01392 861560, email: Thorvertonclerk@aol.com
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Thorverton Memorial Hall News

AGM and PUBLIC MEETING

For some years now the Committee have been aware
that major structural work would need to be carried
out to the original building at the Memorial Hall .
Time is now fast approaching when something will
need to be done so it was agreed to incorporate a
Public Meeting with the AGM so that vill agers could
come along and help us decide how they would like to
see the Hall developed.

Please join us to hear what our options are and to help
us make the right decision for the vill age.

This will also be your opportunity to find out what
has been happening at the Hall during the last year
and to meet the Committee.

Any organisations who would like to nominate a
representative Trustee should contact the Chairman,
Mike Shelton or the Secretary, Jean White.

Summer Fashion Show

Have you sorted out your summer wardrobe yet?
Have you got some items from last year that you just
never wore or that are still i n nearly new condition but
not what you want for this year? Jane King is looking
for items for a Summer Fashion Show on Friday 27th

June at the Hall . This will be run on a 50/50 basis.

We are looking for garments in all shapes and sizes,
and styles to suit anyone from teenage to OAPs! There
will be more details next month.

Found

A small piece of internal grey trim, possibly from a
Vauxhall car was found in the car park after the
Saturday market. It is now on the Notice Board at the
Hall i f want to check it out. It can be collected by
arrangement with the Secretary

Saturday Market & Big Breakfast

Our new stall holders, Coco’s certainly proved
popular at the April Market. They only had empty
boxes to take home with them. The goodies were very
tempting but not for anyone trying to diet to get into
their summer outfits! (Go on, spoil yourself and let us
have the outfits you can’ t get into for the Summer
Fashion Show!!! ). They will be there again next month
if you missed us in April .

WANTED

Good quali ty bric-a-brac is urgently wanted for this
stall . Please either bring any items you have along to
the market, or contact Peter/Eileen Mason or any
Committee member. In addition to the Market, Peter
and Eileen want items for the Country Show

100 Club Draw Winner for Apr il
£50 – No 19 John Redler

Draw Winners for December were:
Duck Dinner John White
Fruit Box Sue Harlow
Bucks Fizz Roy Barton
Biscuits Geoff Pointing

Country Show

Car Stickers are now available from Waters Ford.
Anji i s looking for volunteers to help on the gate, car
park etc. All volunteers get a free pass for the show on
the day they help. We are also giving a pass to anyone
who sells £25 worth of Draw tickets. Please contact
Jean White if you would like some draw tickets to sell .

Reg.Charity No. 203776
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Notice Board

  THORVERTON
MEMORIAL HALL

 SATURDAY MARKET

               

Saturday 10th May

 9.30 - 11.00am

Breakfast Bar, Fruit & Veg
Books, Cards, Jewellery
Jams/preserves, Plants

Br ic-a-brac, Cakes, Draw etc.

 100 Club Draw

Reg. Char ity No. 203778

THORVERTON
MEMORIAL HALL

BINGO

   

Tuesday 20th May

Eyes Down 7.30pm

Lots of pr izes to be won.

Reg. Char ity No. 203778

Exe Valley Practice March Crocus Walk raised a
staggering £1,777.50.  Many thanks to all who
supported us.

  THORVERTON
MEMORIAL HALL

ANNUAL GENERAL
MEETING
incorporating

A PUBLIC MEETING

To discuss future redevelopment
at the Hall

Wednesday 8th May
8.00pm

Memorial Hall
Reg. Char ity No. 203778

THORVERTON
COUNTRY SHOW

SMOKEY THE FIRE ENGINE
KAGEMUSHA TAIKO

FALCONRY/DOG & DUCKS
FAMILY DOG SHOW
TERRIER RACING

Stalls- Craft- Vintage Vehicles
etc.

14th & 15th JUNE
Ratcliffe Farm

10.00- 5.00

Tickets £5 (adults) £3
(children)
Reg. Char ity No. 203778

Olde Thorverton Past and Present
A Collection of Photographs, Films and Memorabili a
Research the School Records at Thorverton School
Thursday 15th May  5.30 to 8.30pm
Friday 16th May      4.00 to 8.30pm
Saturday 17th May  11.00am to 5.00pm

Refreshments available on Saturday. Also a few old
photographs of Brampford Speke, Newton St Cyres
and Silverton. If you have any old photos etc for
display please contact Alex Fice on 01392 861136.
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Thorverton Arts Exchange

At Arts Exchange meetings we share our enthusiasms
for writing, music, painting, film, craft etc. with one
another.

Usually there is a theme to our choices, but
occasionally an individual member will take
responsibili ty for a whole evening.

The meetings take place in members’ homes at 8.00
p.m. The next meetings are:

May 8th Seaside, Cubberley House
June 26th Italy,  Newcourt Farmhouse, Silverton
July 24th Dance, Garden Cottage

New members are always welcome.
For further information contact

Claire Cousins at Cubberley House, The Berry
(860438)

Church Consort Practices
Thursdays, 7.45 p.m. in church
May 15th and 29th

June 29th

July 3rd, party on 10th

Junior Consort Practices
Mondays 3.30 pm. in school
May 12th, 19th
June 16th, 30th
July Party 10th

Money raising walk

Saturday 24 May 2008, a walk along the Raddon
Hill s over footpaths and private ground in aid of
Stockleigh Pomeroy Church and Crediton Fr iends
of Hospiscare. The walk is about 4 - 5 miles long and
a shorter version exists for those who prefer it.

The walk starts at 2.30pm from the Stockleigh vill age
hall , registration from 2.15pm. Adults £3, dogs
welcome on leads, children under 16 free. Delicious
home made cakes and drinks available at the vill age
hall and the church will be open for viewing.

Bric-a-brac and jumble for the Blue Cross Animal
Rescue at Cadbury can be dropped off with Mary
Baggs at 4 Broadlands, Thorverton.
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LOOKING FOR A PIANO?
In a bid to raise money for hall improvements the
WI Ladies are selli ng their piano for the sweet tune of
£50. (Buyer collects) (Charity No. 229868)
If interested please contact Sylv on 01392 860183

Exhibition With Flowers at Crediton Par ish
Church

Britain in Particular - A Celebration of Our Quirkes
and Customs
Sat 31st May - Thur 5th June - Exhibition 10.30am
- 8.30pm daily except Sun 11am - 6pm
Refreshments, Stalls, Art Exhibition, Free admission
and parking.
Enquiries to Bill Jerman 01363 772865
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Trip to The Eden Project

Thinking of visiting The Eden Project this year?
Don’ t fancy the trouble and strife of driving?
The WI ladies are running a trip there on Tues August
19th The following prices include admission:
    Adults £19.99 Seniors  £17.00
    Children £13.00 Under 5s £9.00
    Students* £15.00
* (In fulltime education with student ID if over 18)
A £5 non-returnable deposit is required for each seat
booked. For further details please contact Sue
Maguire on  01392 860631 (Not Wes Eve)

Charity No. 229868

Church Week Sall Holders for Saturday's Fair
Books etc
Frank and Alice Selley, 1 Dark Lane, 860280
Cakes
Angi Hartnel-Todd 860087 (can be left on Sat at
Kirkford)
Cash donations for flowers
Marion Crang, 18 The Glebe, 860754
Elspeth Holmes, Drill House, 860535
China and Glass     and     Lucky Dip
Tina Ayre, Ratcli ffe Farm, 860434 (can collect)
Draw Pr izes
Ed Greed, Fortescue. 841231
Plant Sale Can be left with Barbara Uglow, 860614
Tombola Stella Barron, 860007   Karm Murphy, 861056
White Elephant
Marg Maynard, 3 Bullen Street, 860661
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Church week details
Fr iday 9th May Ferret Racing: Exeter Inn lawn, 6.45pm,
first race at 7pm. Tote and Barbecue. Catalogues available
at the Post Off ice.

Tuesday 13th  Arts Festival opens 10am to 8.30pm each
day in the Parish Church.
Cream teas at the WI Hut, 3pm, including "The Return of
the Scarlet Women".

Wednesday 14th Guided walk following Dinneford
stream and on to Lynch Farm. Meet at the Bury at
6.30pm. Tickets to include a glass of wine. Find out how
the water gets to the vill age!

Thursday 15th At the School, "Olde Thorverton Past and
Present". A collection of Photographs, Films and
Memoribili a, 5.30 to 8.30pm.

Fr iday 16th At the School, "Olde Thorverton Past and
Present". A collection of Photographs, Films and
Memoribili a, 4 to 8.30pm.
Christian Aid Quiz in the Exeter Inn Skittle Alley,
6.45pm for 7pm start.

Saturday 17th  Arts Festival 10am to 4.30pm in the
Parish Church.
At the School, "Olde Thorverton Past and Present".  A
collection of Photographs, Films and Memoribili a, 11am
to 5pm.  Refreshments available.
Fair in the Bury, 2.30pm - usual stall s.  Gand Draw at
4pm.
Variety Show in the Memorial Hall at 7.30pm.  Tickets
available from Alison Marshall (Box Off ice) 861228.

Church Week Refreshments
Tuesday May 13th - Saturday May 17th

Without the kindness and generosity of the people in
the vill age we would not be able to raise church funds
as we do. Our dedicated teams of volunteers work
tirelessly during church week, but if you were to ask
them if they were enjoying them selves you would get
a resounding YES! It is hard work, it is long hours,
but the camaraderie and laughter is a real tonic. You
only have to come in to the "Restaurant" when lunch
is on the go to see us at our best! One chap last year
was enjoying himself so much he even washed his own
plate up! So if you haven't already pledged a cake or
lasagne or something then please do, we need your
help. All the money we raise from the refreshments
goes to the church; nothing is taken out for admin or
cost, however we rely entirely on gifts and donations
from around the vill age and beyond! So if you can't
bake for us please give us a donation, we'll do the rest,
and don't forget the dates, come and buy your morning
coffee, and a delicious cake or perhaps you would like
to meet a friend for lunch, or maybe a cream tea and if
your working all day perhaps you should come and
have an evening meal from us, last orders 8. 15pm.
Unless of course you make it worth our while to stay
open, anything and everything is negotiable! ~ for one
week only!

However there is a lot to do to ensure everything runs
smoothly and what goes on behind the scene can only
be described as miraculous! Months of careful
planning go in each church week, always looking at

ways we can improve on last year' s efforts. Baking in
to the small hours. Huddles around kitchen tables and
copious amounts tea! Not mention site visits and blind
food tasting, and reconnoiters to various supermarkets
to compare prices. I can tell you the secret service
have nothing on us; we even have knitted balaclavas
in case we are recognized! Its all very exciting!

However this would not be possible without your
support. We use everything that is donated, we even
have a team member, Sarah Crawford, whose job it is
to think up exotic dishes with the items we have been
given and she's amazing! Last year what she did with
100 sausages, a tin of chopped tomatoes and a few
limp carrots and some huge bag of pasta was worthy
of any master chef. We have her on a retainer, so if
anyone wants to challenge her just give us the
ingredients and will l et you know the what she comes
up with, better still come in and try it! We'd love your
support.

There are still a few things we need and we will never
say no to anything so once again if you haven't
contributed yet but you want to, please get in touch
with either myself, Anji Hartnell -Todd, on 860087 or
my divine dinner lady, Mary Thomas, on 860730 We
are also running the cake stall this year so if you
can bake us a cake let us know.

We are desperate for staff this year, so if you can
spare us a few hours get in touch. Our hours of
opening are 10am-8pm on Tuesday-Thursday and Friday-
Saturday 10am till 4pm. Bookings for the evenings are
being accepted and we also can offer a take away service.
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Parish Church Services and News
The Church of England

welcomes you!

MAY
SERVICES & INFORMATION

The Stoke Canon Benefice
& The Raddon Team Ministry

THURSDAY, MAY 1       Ascension Day

7 pm Joint Miss ion Comm un i ty Serv ice at Newton St Cyres – Holy Communion (C)  RP

And aft erwards at the pub .  Following the service, you are invited to the Crown & Sceptre for a
meal at a special price (£7 main course, choice of puddings £1.50 or £3).  Capacity is limited,
so it is essential to book if you would like to come to the pub – please ring Charlotte Dyer on
(01392) 851618 after 15th April.  Please join us for the service even if you aren’t able to stay for
supper.  This is a joint evening of worship and fellowship for our eight parishes on one of the
great festival days in the church’s year.

MAY 4       Sunday after Ascension Day / Seventh of Easter

8 am Holy Communion (BCP) at Cadbu ry  RP

9 am Holy Communion (T) at Cowley  JB

10 am Holy Communion (T) at Huxham   AS

10 am Family Service & Holy Communion (C) at Newton St Cyres   RP

10 am Holy Communion (C) & Young People’s Group at Tho rver ton   SS

10 am Service of the Word at Upton Pyne  Lay-Led

11.15 am Morning Prayer (BCP) at Rewe  DB & DP

5 pm ‘Service with a Smile’ 
�

 at Stoke Canon  Jubilee Hall  For all ages

6.30 pm Joint Service at Bram pford Speke Bapt is t Chapel   RP

6.30 pm Evening Prayer (BCP) at Pol t im ore  JD

MAY 11       Whitsunday / The Day of Pentecost

8 am Holy Communion (BCP) at Bram pford Speke   DD

9 am Holy Communion (T) at Upton Pyne  RP

10 am Holy Communion (C) at Newton St Cyres   DD

10 am Holy Communion (C) at Rewe  CH – Group Service

11.15 am Holy Communion (T) at Cowley  JB

3 pm Evening Prayer (BCP) at Netherexe   DD

6.30 pm Evening Prayer (BCP) at Cadbu ry  RP

MAY 18       Trinity Sunday

8 am Holy Communion (BCP) at Newton St Cyres   DD

9 am Holy Communion (T) at Cowley  JB

10 am ‘Service with a Smile’ 
�

 at Bram pford Speke   For all ages

10 am Holy Communion (C) at Pol t im ore  RP

10 am Service of the Word at Stoke Canon  CC & JC

10 am Festival Family Service at Tho rver ton  for Church Week
and Commissioning of Mrs Tania Markham as Headteacher
for Thorverton Church of England Primary School  DD – Joint Service

11.15 am Service of the Word at Rewe  MJ & BB

11.15 am Holy Communion (T) at Upton Pyne  AS

6.30 pm Evening Prayer (BCP) at Huxham   DD

6.30 pm Music & Readings for Trinity Sunday at Newton St Cyres
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MAY 25       Trinity 1

8 am Holy Communion (BCP) at Tho rver ton   DD

9 am Holy Communion (T) at Upton Pyne  RP

10 am Holy Communion (T) at Cadbu ry  DD

10 am Holy Communion (T) at Newton St Cyres   RP – Joint Service

10 am Service of the Word at Pol t im ore  VM & GS

10 am Holy Communion (C) at Stoke Canon   HW

11.15 am Holy Communion (C) at Rewe  JM

6.30 pm Choral Evensong (BCP) at Tho rver ton   DD

Revised Pattern of Services from June
The Parochial Church Councils of the group have implemented a revised pattern of Sunday services
with effect from June.  For details, please see the article by the Working Group for  Worship elsewhere
in this month’s issue and note the service lists for each week in future issues of the magazine.

JUNE 1       Trinity 2

9 am Holy Communion (C) at Huxham   RP

10 am Family Service & Holy Communion (C) at Newton St Cyres   SM

10 am Holy Communion (C) & Baptism at Tho rver ton   DD

10 am Service of the Word at Upton Pyne  Lay-Led

11.15 am Holy Communion (T) at Cowley  JB

11.15 am Service of the Word at Rewe  Lay-Led

5 pm ‘Service with a Smile’ 
�

 at Stoke Canon  Jubilee Hall  For all ages

6.30 pm Joint Service of the Word at Bram pford Speke   RP

6.30 pm Evening Prayer (BCP) at Pol t im ore  DD

Dail y Services   Usual pattern – please see the Sunday leaflet for daily services each week

Tuesday – Friday 7.30 am Morning Prayer at Tho rver ton
Tuesday 6 pm Evening Prayer at Rewe
Thursday 5 pm Evening Prayer at Newton St Cyres
Saturday 8.30 am Morning Prayer at Tho rver ton

Last Wednesday
of the month

9.30 am Holy Communion (BCP) at Tho rver ton

DD = The Rev Douglas Dettmer, Priest-in-Charge
RP = The Rev Richard Potter, Associate Minister in the Raddon Team

JB = The Rev John Benton
BB = Mrs Bridget Boxall
DB = Mr David Boxall
AB = Mrs Annabel Branney
FC = Prebendary Francis Coles
CC = Mr Chris Cook

   JC = Mrs Jane Cook
   JD = Mrs Julia Dallen

CH = The Rev Chris Hughes
GK = Mrs Gwynneth Keehner
SL = Mrs Sue Longridge
JM = Preb John Mapson
DP = Mr David Perrott
VQ = Mrs Valerie Quinn
SM = The Rev Sue Martin
VM = Mrs Valerie Mills

MJ = Mrs Maureen Owen-Jones
JS = Mr John Sandford
GS = Mr Guy Sheppard
SS = The Rev Sue Sheppard
AS = The Rev Alan Simmonds
KS = The Rev Ken Strachan
PW = The Rev Peter W ebb
HW = The Rev Harold W hitty

Family Services of the Word marked 
�

 are led by Lay Teams

Wou ld you li ke a li ft to chur ch?
May we offer you a lift to the parish church or to a joint service elsewhere?  For transport to Sund ay
serv ices from locations in Thorverton parish, please ring Steve Rendell on (01392) 860780.  To
arrange a lift to the weekday Holy Comm un ion  at Thorverton on the last Wednesday of the month,
please ring Margaret Turner-Warwick on (01392) 861173
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Good News from Stoke Canon

We give thanks  for the Big Lottery Fund’s award of over £270,000 to Stoke Canon PCC to provide a
state-of-the art facility for community and school use as well as a reordered worship area in Stoke
Canon Parish Church.  Work is expected to start in July and continue for about a year.

From the Par ish Registers   To mid-April

Bapt ism Harry Edward Welsh (April 6 at Thorverton)

Fun erals Elizabeth Streetly (April 29 at Cowley – Memorial Service)
& Bur ials Ena Ford (April 9 at Thorverton)

Hilda Gibbins (April 14 at Poltimore)

Home Group s
Everyone is welcome at any of our fellowship and study groups

SUNDAY.  Stud y Group at 9 Old Barn Close, Stoke Canon o r Berr ydene, Exeter .  7.30 pm on the
third Sunday of the month.  Contact Maureen Owen-Jones (01392) 841085

WEDNESDAY.   Hom e Group at Lo w Orchard, Rats loe, Pol t im ore.  7.45 pm on alternate
Wednesdays (May 7, 21 etc.).  Contact Jane & Chris Cook (01392) 841484

Hom e Group at 20 Sil ver St reet , Tho rver ton .  Wednesday each week at 7.45 pm during the school
term; feel free to come weekly or fortnightly.  Liz & Steve Rendle (01392) 860780

Wedn esday Gather ing at The Seychell es, Upton Pyne.  7.45 pm on alternate Wednesdays (May 7,
21 etc.). Contact Don Hanson (01392) 851295

THURSDAY.  Fell owship Group at Autum n Haze, Rewe.  7.30 pm first Thursday of the month (except
May 1).  Sue & Guy Sheppard (01392) 841284

Netherexe Church
The long awaited repairs to the Church and
outbuilding are expected to be completed during the
summer.  If you are visiting the Church or the Church
yard either before or whilst the building work is being
carried out, please take extra care, be aware of any
warning signs and follow any directions given by the
builders.

Many of you will have heard already that Judith
Penny, who has been our deputy churchwarden for
many years, did not stand for re-election this year.
We would like to thank Judith for her contribution to
the li fe of our historic Church.

It is a new challenge for us taking on the responsibili ty
for Netherexe Church and we look forward to
welcoming as many of you as possible to the services
there.  If you have any enquiries about the Church
please contact either of us.

Helen May, Deputy Churchwarden, 01392 841453
Martin Harvey, Deputy Treasurer, 01392 841399

From the Working Group for Worship

It is now nearly two years since the parishes of the
Raddon Team and the Stoke Canon Benefice came
together to form a Mission Community.  During this
time people have got to know each other and spent
some time exploring how best to work together in this
enlarged grouping.  It took the best part of the first
year for a new way of working to evolve and we are
now undertaking our work in the Mission Community
with five working groups, every one of which has a
representative drawn from each of our eight parishes.

I am writing this letter in all our vill age magazines as
the facili tator of the Worship Working Group to
explain the culmination of our first piece of work – a
revised plan for Sunday services in each of our
churches.

One of the reasons why church groupings have had to
be enlarged into Mission Communities is because
there are fewer clergy available to go round and this is
becoming an increasing problem as more clergy reach
retirement with fewer joining to take their places.  Our
churches are very blessed with the help given by
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retired and other clergy in taking services, but they
will be the first to admit that their help is ‘ time
limited’ and must not be relied upon in the long term.

Therefore the task of the Worship Group has been to
devise a plan that is both sustaining and sustainable; it
must enable our one full time priest, Douglas, to use
his time on Sundays effectively and must be realistic
in its expectation of the help that we can ask of part
time, retired and other clergy.  Our service plan for a
normal month (it will be adapted for festivals etc) is
printed below, this will be implemented in June and
run until January, when we will review it and adjust it
if necessary.  Every parish has at least one service of
Holy Communion every month and there will always
be a service of Holy Communion on a Sunday
somewhere in the Mission Community for those for
whom this is important.  We felt it important to
maintain a service in every church most Sundays and
it will be increasingly the case that some of the
‘Services of the Word’ will be led by lay people; I
shall come back to that later.

Most of you will see that the timetable of services in
your church has changed to some extent.  The whole
plan is being implemented with the agreement of the
eight parish representatives and has been approved by
each of the PCCs in the group.  The particular style of
services has been left up to individual PCCs to decide.
Growing services such as Services with a Smile
remain unaltered and we have allocated a slot on the
fourth Sunday of each month for a service, that it is
hoped will encourage new Christians to develop and
deepen their faith so that they will want to be included
in the full sacramental ministry of the church.

One of the ideas that we have come up with is that
every church will usually have a week every month
where there is not a service in their own church.  This
is partly to make best use of clergy and other service
leaders, but, more importantly, we feel that it is an
opportunity for everyone in our Mission Community
to visit one of our other churches, meet the people and
see what goes on there.  We hope that churchwardens
and others will encourage car sharing and perhaps
offer to take a group to a different church each month.

In our planning, the group has been conscious of the
extra workload that will have to be undertaken by
those people who are prepared to assist in the leading
of worship, especially in the smaller churches.  On the
one hand it is very important to keep the witness and
worship alive in every church building on most
Sundays and on the other hand we do not want to lead
to burn out in the few capable people within those

churches.  Therefore we need to ensure that nothing
that happens within any of our churches is over-reliant
on the efforts of a few key personnel – the church has
to be bigger than any one person.  We ask that
everyone with an interest in the church considers
whether there is some task, however small , that they
could help with in order to take the pressure off those
who seem to undertake more than their fair share of
the workload.

There are many tasks within the church, some are
more high profile than others, but it is often the
unseen tasks like opening / closing the church, turning
on the heating for a service, laying out the altar,
sorting out the noticeboard etc that can make such a
difference.  Do talk to a churchwarden if you think
you can help in this way.  For those of you who might
like to consider lesson reading, intercessions (prayers)
or perhaps helping to lead worship, the Revd Sue
Sheppard has offered to lead sessions on these for all
our parishes – we hope that those already undertaking
these will also attend since their experiences will be an
insight and encouragement to anyone considering
helping like this – each session will start at 7.30pm,
although do come along later if that is a bit early for
you – the dates and venues are:

Monday 19th May – Newton St Cyres Church –
Lesson reading

Monday 2nd June – Brampford Speke Church –
Planning & leading worship

Monday 16th June – Stoke Canon Church –
Intercessions (prayers) – this will cover the basics and
how to develop techniques learnt at the session in
Thorverton Church last year.

We hope that every church will be represented at each
of these sessions, do come if you would like to find
out more.  There will be no expectation that you then
must undertake that task and if you do decide that you
can do it, you will not be asked to do more than you
feel able to.  We commend all these to you.

With all our prayers and blessings,

Guy Sheppard
Facili tator–representing Rewe with Netherexe

PCC Representatives: Shirley Madge–Brampford Speke;
Catriona Fursdon–Cadbury; Charlotte Dyer–Newton St
Cyres with Cowley; David Boxall–Poltimore with
Huxham; Gwynneth Keehner–Stoke Canon; Peter
Colebrook–Thorverton; Veronica Clarke–Upton Pyne
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First Sund ay Second Sund ay Third Sund ay Fourth Sund ay Fifth Sund ay

8 am Newton St Cyres HC Thorverton
HC – 1st Month

9 am Huxham HC Upton Pyne HC Brampford Speke HC*

10 am

Thorverton HC*
(Consort + Young
People’s Group)

Newton St Cyres
HC / Family Service

Upton Pyne SW

Stoke Canon HC*

Thorverton FS

Brampford Speke FS

Cadbury SW

Newton St Cyres HC*

Poltimore HC*

Thorverton
SW – 1st Month Joint
HC – 2nd  Month

Stoke Canon SW

Cadbury HC*

Cowley HC

Poltimore SW

11.15
am

Cowley HC
Rewe SW

Rewe HC* Upton Pyne HC *
Rewe HC

Thorverton Joint at
Baptist Church –
2nd Month at 11am

Mission Community
HC* at 11am
& Lunch

6.30 pm
(unless

otherwis
e stated)

5pm Stoke Canon FS

Poltimore EP

Brampford Speke SW
alt. Parish/Baptist

Cadbury EP

Newton St Cyres
EP or SW

Huxham EP Suggested monthly
outreach service
(to be arranged)

Church
with no
service

Cadbury
Brampford Speke,
Cowley
Poltimore , Huxham

Cowley, Rewe
Newton St Cyres
Huxham, Upton Pyne
Stoke Canon

Service alternates
among the churches

HC = Holy Communion (traditional or contemporary) SW = Service of the Word EP = Evening Prayer (traditional)
FS = Family Service/All -Age Service (including �  ‘Service with a Smile’ & ‘At Your Service’)

Notes:  Each Parish is guaranteed one celebration of Holy Communion each month (marked *); other Communion services
will continue to be Communions whilst sufficient priestly help is available.  In case of sickness or holiday it may be that some
of the ‘unprotected Communions’ would need to be cancelled / altered – hopefully this would be known in sufficient time for
parishes to consider alternative services for those slots.  Local churches will decide whether to use traditional or contemporary
format for particular services.  Most churches have at least one ‘bye’ Sunday – congregations are encouraged to worship
elsewhere on these Sundays and hopefully experience a wider worship style than may be available in their own church.
Churchwardens are encouraged to organise car sharing on these weeks.  Fourth Sunday ‘outreach’ service is yet to be
finalised, we hope that this will involve input from the whole MC – it is intended to aim this at New Christians who want to
develop their faith.  This plan is for an ordinary month – it would be superseded at festivals and special / occasional services
could be substituted from time to time.  The pattern of services will be monitored and then reviewed in January 2009 when it
will have run for six months.

Baptist Church News
(Jesus said) “ Do not store up for yourselves treasures
on earth, where moth and rust consume and where
thieves break in and steal, but store up for yourselves
treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust
consumes and where thieves do not break in and steal.
For where your treasure is, there your heart will be
also.”  Matthew Ch. 6 19-21.

Saint Augustine became a bishop in North Africa in
the fourth century. He wrote about bringing a crop of
apples from his orchard into the store room. Tired
from his efforts he dumped them on the floor. A friend
chided him: “Don’ t leave them there, all your hard
work will be wasted. The rats will get them or they

will go bad. Get them up off the floor, and on to that
high shelf !”
Augustine used that ill ustration when he wrote about
these words of Jesus.
The incident helped him realise that he only had one
li fe, just as he only had one crop of apples. He could
not live part of his li fe “on the earth” and part “on the
high shelf”
The earth activities that involved money, food and fun
had to match the “high” activities of prayer and
Christian devotion. There was a choice to be made.
Either the whole effort and output of his li fe was
going to be lived in a way that was worthy of heaven,
or he was going to take his chances with the rat and
the rot.
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When everything you undertake comes with the
motive, “ I do this for you, Lord”, then your ordinary
li fe, with it’s relentless round of mundane duties, takes
on an eternal quali ty. That is the beginning of
preparing your heart for heaven.

Baptist Missionary Society News.
Christians around the world joined in prayer with
BMS World Mission on 4th March. The BMS Day of
Prayer was set aside as a day of fasting and
petitioning God on behalf of BMS partners, workers
and the people with whom they work.

The day was broken up into hour-long sessions,
attended by staff at BMS head off ice at Didcot, but
acts of solidarity in prayer took place across the
globe.

“Prayer is a daily part of supporting our work” said
BMS Director for Mission, David Kerrigan, “and the
Day of Prayer was just a part of what must be an
ongoing process of seeking God’s will for this work
and relying on His blessing to sustain it.”

BMS offers humble thanks to every person and
church that joined with us. We welcome such
wonderful support in the future

Two very important dates for Baptists are May 2nd-5th

when Baptists from all over will be joining together at
The Norbreck Castle Hotel in Blackpool, for the
Annual Baptist Assembly. The programme at this
Assembly is bigger and more wide ranging than ever
before. The theme being "A Hope for the Future-
God’s Promise for an Uncertain World"

And Saturday June 7th, when the South West Baptist
Association will be holding their Annual Assembly at
the Palace Theatre, Paignton.

The main speaker will be Ian Coffey, and the Theme
for this will be ‘2020 Vision’

His title will be ‘21st Century Christians-seeing
clearly’ as we look ahead to the future of the Church.
Again another great programme for all the family.

A very warm welcome awaits all who would like to
join us at any of our services at 11-00am on Sunday
mornings.

Phylli s Langdon   Church Secretary

Thorverton Village and
Community Plan Update

The Questionnaire is ready to go out!

Over the last month, the work of the various groups
involved in the plan has come together in the creation
of a questionnaire, which will be distributed to all the
households in the Parish over the coming month (and
made available in the school and post off ice for those
living outside the Parish but who see themselves as
part of the community).  The questionnaire responses
will be used to gather a range of background
information and views from across the community,
and used by the working groups to create a draft
Parish and Community Plan report.  Following further
open consultation, this will be the starting point for
action plans to progress ideas and initiatives that have
been identified as having the potential to make a real
difference to Thorverton.

It is therefore really important that we have as many
questionnaire responses as possible, as this can make
the public bodies most able to influence Thorverton’s
development take notice!  And so when you do get the
questionnaire, please encourage everyone in your
household (from age 11 upwards) to have their say.  If
for whatever reason you don’ t receive a questionnaire

by the end of May, please pick one up at the Post
Off ice and return it there as soon as possible.  We
want to hear your views!  (All responses will be kept
confidential.)

And we need your help too: distributing and collecting
nearly 500 questionnaires will take time, and the more
people willi ng to help the better.  Please contact me if
you are able to contribute in this way.  We also need a
couple of people who would be willi ng to share the
work of typing up a number of the responses.

Ward Crawford,
Parish & Community Plan Steering Group Chairman,

Phone  01392 860295

The WI Hut
Whilst the premises were in the process of being
rewired it was discovered that there was once a bell
above the inner entrance door. The bell has a date of
1981 inside it.

A small bulb dangles down from the middle of the
main hall . The electrician’s theory is that when there
was a rehearsal in place that involved music, the bell
when pressed, used to make the light flash so that
those already on the stage knew somebody wanted to
enter. Can anybody verify this please.

Sylv Gregory
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Twenty Five Years Ago
Focus May 1983

Champions Once Again.
On May 21st Thorverton Tug Of War Club travelled
to Bow for this year’s Devon County Championships,
where 2 weights were contested: the 640kg. and
680k.g.
Again we repeated our fine performance of last year
by winning both weights.
The 640k.g. event was run on a Points System where
all the teams “PULL” each other. Thorverton finished
1st with a maximum of 18 points. 2nd were Kennford,
15points and 3rd Ipplepen, 9points.
In the 680K.G. weight, the teams were drawn into two
groups with the winners of each group pulli ng off in
the final. Thorverton won their group, beating Mid
Devon, Eddiston and Hatherleigh; we then beat the
winners of group 2, Kennford, 2-0 in the final; Aune
Valley won 3rd place.
The Club have now won the Devon County 680k.g.
team trophy for the fourth consecutive year, and have
won the 640k.g. team trophy three times in the last
four years.         A Fice.

Thorverton W.I. News
The Voluntary County Organiser, Mrs Taylor,
attended the May monthly meeting to give advice
about the subjects to be discussed at the Annual
General Meeting in June, and to direct the delegate,
Miss Mary Beedell , on how to vote.
Members were reminded about a social evening for
the W.I.  and R.B. Legion, at which Mrs. Lye would
be speaking on behalf of the W.I.

The winner of the monthly competition –the prettiest
plate-Mrs Brooker, 1st;
Mrs Haywood, 2nd; Mrs Ayre, 3rd. The cup for the
Flower of the Month was won by Mrs Haywood.
A. Ayre.

Thorverton Brownies
The following was written by Sharon Pitts for her
Writer’s Badge:
My Enrolment
In December last year I started going to Brownies,
which is held in the Memorial Hall i n Thorverton.
On January 27th 1983 it was a big day for me because
I was getting enrolled.
Claire Egmore was the hostess and she had made
some li ttle cakes for the occasion and we all had a
share in the ones that where left over at the end of
Brownies.
Mummy and Natalie came to watch and Mummy took
two photographs of me when I was getting enrolled.
I had a silver badge to pin on my tie, and four others
which I had to look for under some leaves. They were
hidden there by my Sixer who was Sarah Vooght.
It was a very exciting day for me.

The postman paused for a moment to visit with a four
year old and asked about his baby sister. Having
discussed with the li ttle boy the wonder of the new
arrival, he asked: “Can she talk?” “No” the boy
replied. “She has her teeth but her words haven’ t
come in yet” .

Legal Eagle

Most of us, at some time or the other, will have
experienced diff iculties when having work done at
home. Often these prove to be li ttle more than
inconveniences and are often resolved by the exercise
of goodwill . Unfortunately this is not always the case
and on occasion it may prove necessary to resort to
legal proceedings. This was the case with Mr and Mrs
J who, in February 2000 ordered a fitted pine kitchen
from C for £8,645 ‘ to match existing dresser,
cabinets, surfaces etc’ .

Installation took place towards the end of April when
the balance of the price was paid. On 9 May 2000 Mr
and Mrs J  wrote to C to complain about various
matters, including the failure of some colours to
match. After an inspection C wrote and dealt with the
complaints. They said that the furniture finish would

‘age’ and darken to resemble the colour of the dresser;
re-staining was proposed for other areas.

Between then and September 2000 remedial work was
carried out and there was further correspondence. On
3 August 2000 Mr and Mrs J wrote to C to say that
there were still outstanding matters and that unless the
work was completed within seven days further action
would be taken. In September they sought legal advice
and engaged the services of an expert to report on the
work that had been carried out. His report was sent to
C on 27 September together with a letter indicating
that Mr and Mrs J would be stripping out the kitchen
and looking for quotations from other suppliers.

On 20 October 2000 C replied, accepting some of the
criticisms but rejecting most, including the complaint
about the colour mismatch. The kitchen was stripped
out. Nothing further happened until July 2001 when a
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letter was written on behalf of Mr and Mrs J to say
that it had not been possible to obtain a quotation to
see if the kitchen could be restored.

Mr and Mrs J issued proceedings in the County Court
against C on 9 October 2001. The claim was for the
cost of the kitchen, expert’s fee, storage charges and
damages for inconvenience. The county court judge
found that there had been a sale by description within
s.3(2) Supply of Goods and Services Act 1982 and
that there were breaches of the implied terms
contained in s.4 which require the goods to be of
satisfactory quali ty and fit for purpose. In the light of
these breaches, the judge awarded Mr and Mrs J
£2,000 by way of damages. Rather more importantly
from Mr and Mrs J’s point of view, the judge held that
they had accepted the goods and had, as a
consequence, lost the right to reject.

The judge’s finding that Mr and Mrs J had ‘accepted’
the goods is interesting. The ‘acceptance’ provisions
are found in the Sale of Goods Act 1979 and the judge
had previously held that this was not a contract for the
sale of goods but one for the supply of goods and
services. Contracts where the primary purpose is the
transfer of ownership in goods are subject to the
provisions of the Sale of Goods Act 1979. Those
contracts where the primary purpose is the provision
of services even though ownership in some goods
might transfer are subject to the provisions of the
Supply of Goods and Services Act 1982. What the
judge appears to have done is to borrow part of the
sale of goods legislation to help him solve the dispute
although at the same time acknowledging that it was
not a sale of goods contract.

Furrowed brows and raised eyebrows could be seen
on the faces of Mr and Mrs J legal advisors. Was this
a legitimate approach for the judge to take?

Mr and Mrs J appealed to the Court of Appeal. The
Court held that the rules about ‘acceptance’ were
contained in s.35 Sale of Goods Act 1979. It will be
recalled that the County Court judge had found the
contract to be one for the supply of goods and services
not one for the sale of goods.

Section 35 provides (inter alia), that a buyer is
deemed to have accepted the goods, ‘when after the

lapse of a reasonable time he retains them without
intimating to the seller that he has rejected them’. The
Court further held that when considering what is a
reasonable time, regard must be had to the time taken
to effect modifications and repairs; there is no
absolute rule that acceptance cannot take place whilst
the buyer is seeking information about the alleged or
possible breaches of contract and how they might be
cured and that ultimately what time is a reasonable
time remains a question of fact to be decided in the
circumstances of each particular case.

Here, the first complaint was made on 9 May 2000;
time went by, but the first indication of rejection was
not until September 2000. The nub of the judgment
was that this was too long a period for Mr and Mrs J
to be able to argue that they were still examining the
goods, or having them repaired and that they had not,
therefore, accepted them. Mr and Mrs J’s appeal was,
therefore, dismissed.

This decision can be viewed either as a very useful
review of the link between contracts for the supply of
goods and services, the Sale of Goods Act and the
rules as to acceptance or alternatively, as a failure by
the Court of Appeal to recognise a flaw in the first
instance judgment, namely, was the contract in this
case a contract of sale of goods or was it not? If it
was, then it was wrong to hold that J was in breach of
the implied terms contained in the Supply of Goods
and Services Act 1982. If it was not, then it was
wrong to consider whether the doctrine of
‘acceptance’ in s.35 Sale of Goods Act 1979 applied.

If in the present case the contract was not one of sale
of goods, then, in order to determine whether the
buyer had lost the right to reject the goods, the court
should have considering not whether the buyers had
accepted the goods but rather whether they had
aff irmed the contract. It may well be that they would
have been found to have aff irmed the contract, in
which case, the result would have been the same.

Again this case pre-dates the coming onto force of the
Sale and Supply of Goods to Consumers Regulations
2000 and we shall be looking at the changes
introduced by the Regulations in a future article.

Clive Hamblin
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New Head Teacher for school

Tania Markham

I feel very fortunate to have been given the
opportunity to lead Thorverton C of E Primary

School. Over the Easter holidays I have been able to
come over to the vill age and have spent some time
getting to know the local area. Those of you who have
seen me walking around the vill age with my Jack
Russell , Pirate, have been so friendly and also very
keen to tell me all about the wonderful community in
which you live.

By the time you read this it will be term time and I
will have begun to get to know all of the children at
the school, something I am really looking forward to.
When I write again, I will be able to tell you all about
the first part of the summer term, up and coming
events and our plans for the future. With the welcome
I have received from the children, staff of the school
and the people in the vill age I have met, I know that I
will soon become part of your community and it is
with great excitement and enthusiasm that I begin this
journey which I know will be interesting, varied and
fulfilli ng.

Tania Markham

"Into Africa" Dinner

Raising funds to support The Shanzu Good Hope
Children’s Centre, near Mombasa, Kenya

What can we say? Thank you all so much for making
a speculative venture into such a roaring success! It
was obvious that all present enjoyed both the dinner
and the ensuing evening, which enabled us to hand
over a whopping £1,941.93 profit to our guests of
honour David Hoggart and Sharon Kerr. They, we
can tell you, were totally overwhelmed by the
generosity of those present, and of those unable to
attend but who were nevertheless keen to show their
support by way of individual donations.

It would be impossible for us to thank everyone who
gave their time and effort, as well as by practical
donations to both dinner and raff le, and we hope that
this blanket “ thank you” will be accepted by all
involved in any way.

We also wish to thank all those who made practical
contributions of clothing, children’s books and games
and toys, as well as general goods brought for Dave
and Sharon to realise additional funding by Car Boot
sale in Yorkshire.

Because of your collective generosity, we can reveal
that The Children’s Centre’s first priority, that of

installi ng electricity, has already commenced ahead
of Sharon and Dave’s next visit, which by now will be
under way. (We have received two e-mailed
photographs of the early stages of work which
unfortunately are not of the quali ty needed to
reproduce here, but which we will happily show to
anyone interested). We will , of course, keep the people
of Thorverton advised of future news of developments
at Shanzu.

Jeff & Beryl Grace and Sue Vooght

Photo by John Spivey

If anyone would like to add to the charity donation
please contact Geoff & Beryl on 01392 860489 or
Sue on 01392 860585.
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I don't believe it!
It seems perverse that the more rules, regulations and
laws we have the more lawless our society becomes.
Hardly a week goes by without the Government or a
Constabulary announcing with great fan-fare some
campaign or initiative to curb underage drinking,
antisocial behaviour, ill egal drugs, speeding, etc. - it's
rather like window cleaners trumpeting that they clean
windows - it's their job throughout the year, not just
for Christmas. This is not intended as a smear on
window cleaners. However, trying to maintain law
and order must be a thankless job, when so often the
punishment does not fit the crime. With fines for not
having car insurance, on average, just one-fifth the
average cost of insurance, is it surprising that we have
thousands of uninsured and untaxed cars on our
roads?

Have you seen the multi-storey chipboard boxes that
are being nailed together in various parts of Exeter
and being sold as purpose-buil t luxury apartments,
presumably including state of the art fire
detection/extinguishing systems? Perhaps the post war
prefabs with their neatly laid out streets and gardens
were utopia after all - so much for progress!

It seems a great pity that the 2008 Olympic games
have got off to such a troubled start. Thanks to the
Bush/Blair Iraq debacle we can now only castigate
errant nations from the moral low ground, and the
Chinese have at least bought a part of British
Petroleum - much more civili sed than invading!

Commentator

Thorverton Millennium Green
Annual General Meeting April 10 2008 –
Chairman’s report
To streamline our records and ensure that the public is
given more up to date information, the Trustees
decided to move the date of the AGM to coincide with
the end of the financial year. Thus this meeting is
being held just six months after our last one in
September 2007 and there is therefore relatively li ttle
to report.

The main business to report is the repairs of the
Mill ennium Green. We hope that the water damage to
the play area will be reduced following the
replacement of the land drains. The resurfacing of the
hard path had to be done twice (at no additional cost
to TMGT) and we hope that this will now be
satisfactory. We were delighted to see two wheelchair
users out on the Green at the same time recently –
fortunately they were quite close to the passing bay
we had constructed specially for this eventuali ty.

We have cut the will ows so that they sprout from the
bottom and give a display of young brightly coloured
yellow and red stems during the winter months. We
believe that most people felt that the wildflower area
was again spectacular albeit a li ttle later than last
year. As an experiment we are not sowing any more
seed this year to see how far self seeding will work.
Depending on the results we may augment the
wildflower seeds if necessary next year.

We have considered how we might increase interest in
wildli fe on the Green. As a trial John Spivey has
kindly laminated some pictures of common wildli fe
(both plants and beasties) that may be found. If they

are successful we will change these from time to time.
We would be very pleased to have feedback from
anyone about wildli fe information that they would like
to study. Please contact Shirley Hoole (secretary) or
any of the Trustees. Contact details can be found in
the back of Focus.

We always welcome more helpers (eg cutting the
will ows; helping with the wildflower area, etc). Again
please contact any of us.

As ever we are greatly indebted to all of those who
continue to help especially our mowers Hank and
Richard, and Ros for her special work on the
wildflower area. We recognise that a time may come
when our unpaid maintenance team (especially the
mowers), who also supply their own equipment, may
not be able to manage and we are therefore looking
ahead to establish suff icient reserves to cover this
work if we have to contract it out .

We are also especially grateful to a number of regular
users of the Green who continue to give us donations
towards its upkeep. These contributions are very
important to the viabili ty of the Green. If others feel
able to contribute in this way please contact the
Treasurer Hank Jones.

We are delighted to welcome two new Trustees. Roy
Barton who is already a loyal worker on the Green
and Sarah Mitchell who will be able to share her legal
wisdom with us when necessary.

We hope everyone continues to enjoy the Green. It
gives us great encouragement to see it so well used.

MTW
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Thorverton and District History Society
Winkleigh Airfield

Society member Ron Cottey’s talk on Winkleigh
Airfield described the li fe of the airfield from its
inception, through construction, its various
operational roles to closure and eventual sale by the
MoD in 1958.

Back in 1936, with the threat from Germany
increasing, Keith Robinson, a Government surveyor,
armed with the necessary warrants, surveyed the area,
arranged valuations and acquired the necessary land.
However, it was not until 1940, with the need to
protect the Western Approaches, that construction of
this Coastal Command airfield was started in earnest.
Monks were awarded the airfield contract, with Geo.
Wimpey the buildings and bill ets.

The task proved more diff icult than envisaged due to
the poorly drained boggy nature of the terrain. Large
earth moving machines were required and to get them
to site considerable straightening and widening of the
road from Exeter was carried out. Much of the labour
came from Eire and harsh conditions with basic
housing led to an outbreak of Typhus. The
requirement for thousands of tons of ballast kept
quarries near and far busy, with anecdotal evidence of
some farmer/hauliers benefiting from new stone
access roads to their farms and exaggerated
weighbridge claims.

With serious overrun of 1941 completion target, and
realisation that much of the runway was substandard,
the task was transferred to Wimpey/Laing. Eventually
at the beginning of 1943 the Air Ministry accepted the
airfield.

From October to December 1943 Winkleigh was base
to over 700 US Army Air Force personnel and a
selection of aircraft, providing support to land forces
rehearsing for the D-day landings. After the
Americans left some 120 RAF off icers, NCO’s and
airmen provided Care and Maintenance until the
arrival of RCAF’s 406 Squadron, equipped with fast
powerful Bristol Beaufighters. Ron recalled that
whilst the Canadians were excellent pilots they relied
on British navigators, because back home their

navigation skill s had not been adequately honed –
often relying on finding and following the Trans-
Canadian railway line back home.

Whilst rural areas often faired better for food than
Britain’s towns and cities, the arrival of the Canadians
at Winkleigh resulted in a Christmas Dinner menu the
envy of many of us today!

May 1944 was a particularly busy period for 406
Squadron carrying out sorties most nights. On the
night of 14/15th they scrambled to intercept 35 enemy
aircraft towards Bristol, destroying at least 5 Junker
88’s. For this Wing Commander “Moose” Fumerton
was awarded a bar to his DFC and PO’s Muschett
and Hall the DFC.

From May to June 1944 RCAF Squadron 415,
equipped with Fairey Swordfish and Albacore bi-
planes armed with torpedoes, flew convoy protection
missions hunting U-boats with Coastal Command.

Winkleigh and Wg. Cdr. Fumerton again played a
vital role on 5th June 1944 delivering the envelopes
containing orders for the D-day landings to various
airstrips throughout South West England.

After D-day 406’s role changed from night fighting to
daytime raids over France destroying tanks, barges,
anything that moved. Black painted Lysanders from
161 Special Duties Squadron also flew many missions
from Winkleigh, landing secret agents in occupied
France.

The airfields last war-time role was as home to over
400 personnel from the Norwegian Flying School,
including some Italian PoW’s as fitters. The airfield
was used again briefly in 1956 preparing Paratroopers
for the Suez invasion. It was finally sold by the MoD
in 1958.

Barr ie Philli ps

P.S. Much of the layout of Winkleigh airfield can still be
seen on “Google Earth” .

Womens' Institute
It was lovely to see so many people at our March
Saturday Market at which the winner of the chicken
dinner was Jane Sleep.

On March 28th several of us attended an open meeting
hosted by Pinhoe WI.  The topic was ‘The Island of
Tristan da Cunha’ .  Silverton WI won the competition
of a ‘Desert Island’ and we came a respectable
second.
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April has been a busy month!

We saw yet another new face at our April meeting, 5
in three months! Mrs T Amies showed slides and
spoke on Mosaics. The word mosaic actually means
‘Art of Broken Line’ . It is believed that the first
mosaic was a pill ar of coloured cones and originated
from Iraq. It is reputed to have been made around 300
years B.C.

We learnt that the main materials used are:
1. Tesserae - glass, ceramic, pebbles etc.
2. Bases - wood, concrete, clay, mesh, walls,

stone etc.
3. Grout - commercial, ready mixed/powder.
4. Nippers to cut and nibble the tesserae,

goggles, sweeping brush, grout spreaders and
sponge.

There is The Direct Method where the cut tesserae are
glued directly onto the base, leaving a gap of
approximately 5 cm for the grout to go between each
tesserae. This is best for pictures, panels, splash
backs, tabletops.

Using The Indirect Method the pattern is worked
‘upside-down’ . Tesserae are stuck onto strong brown
paper and when the design is finished, battens are
placed round the mosaic and cement is poured in to
cover the tesserae. When the concrete is set, the
mosaic is turned over, the battens removed and the
mosaic revealed. This method is used for outdoor
sites, stepping stones, paving slabs and walls.  After
Mrs Amies’ talk all those present tried their hand at
creating a mosaic design and for some reason The
Indirect Method wasn’ t used!

Sybil Tulloch won the competition with a glass owl
and Mary Stevens won flower of the month with a
camelli a. Amanda Wilcox won the draw.

On April 10th one of the ladies attended the Home
Economics Area Members’ Day at Clyst St. George.
She was given a choice of participating in
watercolours, sugar craft or making beadwork
jewellery. Sugar craft was her choice and she returned
home with two roses and two rose buds. On April 14th

the same lady attended a very interesting day at
Longdown. The topic was ‘Staging and
Interpretation’ .

On April 17th three ladies attended a WI Council
meeting which was held in The Great Hall of Exeter
University. Several speakers spoke on various
subjects; the guest speaker was Pam Rhodes.

On April 18th we played a friendly game of skittles
with the Stoke Canon ladies and much to our
amazement we won. Twice in a row! It is sure to go
pear shaped next time!

On April 19th we held our first Table-top and I would
like to thank both stall -holders and buyers for braving
the heavy April shower.

Every year hundreds of ladies from all the Devon WIs
are asked to participate in the Annual Writing
Competition for the Radio Devon Cup. A poem was
entered by Doreen Beer and took 5th place. It was
lovely to see it on display in ‘The Great Hall ’ on the
17th. Well done, Doreen.

Sylv Gregory

Garden Club News
At the time of going to press we will not yet have had
our April meeting and the talk about Trecanna
Nursery in Cornwall so a report will be included in the
next edition of Focus.

Preparations are now in full swing for our annual
Spring Show which will take place in Upton Pyne
Vill age Hall on May 10th at 2.30 pm.  Anyone who
missed the details which were published in last
month’s Speke Up can obtain them from me.  Apart
from the many and varied floral exhibition classes
there are also three home craft classes for
gingerbread, cheese scones and apple and almond
layer cake (recipes provided) plus of course the
photographic section “Autumn Colour” and “Through

a Garden Gate.” If you want to do something
completely different then how about making an animal
out of recyclable materials – one perhaps the children
would be interested in taking part in.  There’s usually
something for everyone and it’s always an enjoyable
occasion so do come along.

During June and July we shall be visiting members
gardens in the area and on the 17th July we will be
having our annual Garden Club outing which this year
will be to Forde Abbey, all of which are open to non-
members, so give me a ring if you are interested – 861
205 – or come along to one of our talks.  New
members are always welcome.

 Ros Rowlerson
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Thorverton Arms Pie and Pastry
Club
Thank you to everyone who attended the second Pie
and Pastry evening at the Thorverton Arms on April
9th; there were twice as many attendees as the first
evening in March.

The pies enjoyed were Beef and Onion, Pork in Cider
and Potato and Egg; for pudding there was an Apple
& Mixed Berry pie.

At our Pie and Pastry evenings, diners can eat as
much as they like (a selection of home-made pies
served with mash, peas and gravy and a selection of

home-made pastries) for £10 per person.  If you join
the Pie and Pastry Club you will also receive a free
glass of wine with each meal.  In addition, we will
send you the recipes for the Pie of the Month and the
Pastry of the Month along with a personal invitation
to the next evening.

The next Pie and Pastry evening is at the Thorverton
Arms on Wednesday 21st May at 7pm.  Please make
sure you book as we need to know numbers a couple
of days in advance.  Just give us a call on 01392
860205.

Melissa

Exe Valley Film Society
On the 17th April the Exe Valley Film Society
screened “The Last King of Scotland”, a most
powerful film telli ng the story of a young doctor who
becomes Idi Amin’s personal physician.  There was a
great audience to this truly memorable film and we
were pleased to welcome some new members.

Membership per person costs £24.00 a year and there
will twelve films, each one showing on the third
Thursday of every month.  The doors will open at
7.30pm and the film will commence at 8.00pm.
Members will be able to invite guests at £2.50 per
guest and members children under 16 years of age will
be able to attend suitable films accompanied by an
adult for £1.50 per child.

There will also be the occasional special matinee for
member’s children, the young at heart and their
invited guests.

Our next film is:
“ The Devil Wears Prada” on Thursday, 15th May 2008

7.30pm for an 8.00pm star t.

Bring a glass and a bottle of your choice. We provide
the popcorn.

Future Films
19th June “Life is Beautiful”
17th July “Babel”
21st August “The African Queen”
18th September “Little Miss Sunshine”
16th October “The Bone Collector
20th November “Chocolat”
18th December “Notes on a Scandal”

Help us compile a new list of films for 2009, we have
already had a number of requests for the “Kite
Runner” . Have you a favourite film that you think we
should show? For further information please phone
Mary or Emma 840072 ~ Sue 841785 ~ Roger
841765.

Sue Satchell

Poetry
The following poem was entered into the Radio Devon
Cup for 2008, open to all WI members throughout
Devon.  It was judged fifth. The theme was
"Creation".

The Wonder of Creation

When I hold a poppy seed
Upon my outstretched hand,
I am fill ed with wonderment
That this minute seed expands
To bring forth to the light of day,
And I am fill ed with great elation
At this miracle of creation.

When a dry and browning acorn
I rescue from the ground,
Again I'm fill ed with wonder
Of magnitude profound,
That in this dehydrated shell there lies
A mighty tree to sweep to the skies;
So I assist its cultivation
And share continuing creation.

When a mountain peak I view
In its soaring majesty,
Emotive teardrops fill the eyes,
So moved I am to see
The natural glory of our world
Which our creator has unfurled,
Spreading beauty near and far
From dawn's first blush to eve's bright star.
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Doreen Beer

TARTS news

Thorverton Amblers Ramblers and Trampers

Saturday 5th April 2008
A good turnout for this long but beautiful walk
starting in Blackborough. The terrain was mostly
woodland and fields, but we also had some
spectacular views of gliders landing and taking off
from Dunkeswell Airfield, and what a fantastic day
they had for it. I think several TARTS harboured the
idea of becoming airborne until we discovered the cost
of a glider – walking boots are so much cheaper! We
enjoyed a leisurely lunch at the Drewe Arms in
Broadhembury, a gorgeous olde worlde pub restaurant
where they had set aside a whole room for us. We
were joined by some more TARTS for the afternoon
stretch of the walk.

Forthcoming dates:
Saturday 3rd May 2008: A real treat led by Jim, a tour
of the deer farm at Cadbury  followed by a walk up to

the castle. Time to be decided but keep an eye on
Focus and the Old Post Off ice window for details.

There will be another TARTS meeting towards the
end of April to plan walks and events for the summer,
date will be sent out by email to those on the list, and
will also be in the Old Post Off ice window. Ideas for
walks and events would be very welcome.

T.A.R.T.S. weekday walks:
• local short walks (3 – 4 miles)
• regular exercise in pleasant company
• dogs welcome
• meet promptly opposite The Bell Inn Thorverton

May Wednesday 21st at 1.00pm
Friday 30th at 1.00pm

June Tuesday 10th at 10.00am
Wednesday 25th at 10.00am

July Thursday 10th at 10.00am

Please join us soon. We walk sometimes two miles,
sometimes three or four, usually fairly locally.
If you'd like to lead us on your favourite walk then
please contact Heather 860419 (or Jean or Caroline).

Caroline Prince

Cricket Club News
Unfortunately the wet weather has put quite a
dampener on our early-season cricket. The senior
sides have only managed half a game from the first
three scheduled. Fortunately, however, the rain stayed
away for the first Friday colts evening of the season,
and 60 kids braved the cold for a fun evening of
cricket and a barbeque. Excellent use is already being
made of our new all -weather practise nets, generously
part-funded by the Leonard Trust. The colts sessions
will continue through the summer from
 6:30-8pm every Friday. Any children interested
should contact Julie Choules.

The league season starts on Saturday 3rd May. The
first XI will be at home to Dartington & Totnes, while
the 2nd XI are away to Upottery. We have high hopes
of a successful season ahead, having been joined by
several new players in recent weeks including Kobi
Griggs from Sunshine Coast, Queensland.

Anyone interested in getting involved in the cricket
club can contact James Meredith on 01392 272504.

James Meredith

Golf Society Players of
Thorverton
Friday 21st March Stableford Competition
10.30 am meet

Our third Birthday , we were hoping that the weather
would be kind to us but the English weather was again
unpredictable with rain , sleet , strong winds and
sunshine but this did not dampen the resolve of our 12
members who turned up on the day .

1st place Professor Geoff Bulley 15 Points.

I played in Geoff ,s group and I can assure you  he did
play very well for a man of his age , Well done Geoff
Good Smack .

2nd place Gentleman Ken Galvin14 Points.
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3rd place Dave (Windman) Harlow 13 Points.

DONNA Y TROPHY
Sheila Ball the winner here, unusual way of winning a
trophy, nothing to do with playing golf but
misconstrued terminology on the third tee, which can
not be put into print has given Sheila this sought after
prize.

BRICK ON A STICK
Jeff Helli ngs outright winner, again as above has
nothing to do with golf  but it was the worse drive of
the day , on his way to the golf course Jeff drove the
wrong way ,and  had to reverse up . he did finally get
there with the rest of us .

TARTS TROPHY (ANNIKA)
Winner here AGAIN our leader Russell Ball for
playing an ALMOST AIR SHOT the ball moved
approx 4 to 6 inches sorry to be a li ttle vague but no
one had a tape measure .

BECAUSE IT WAS OUR BIRTHDAY WE HAD
SOME EXTRAS ON THE DAY:
Nearest the pin on the second - Dave Harlow
Nearest the pin on the third with the second shot -
Dave Harlow .
Longest Drive on the fourth - Ken Galvin
Nearest the pin on the fifth with the second shot -
Geoff Bulley
Nearest the pin on the seventh - (old swivel hips) Rob
Flatt .
Longest Drive on the ninth, (oooge hit) -  Scott (Boom
Boom ) Hasler

BITS & BOBS
No Twos today, and the only handicap changes will
again be ½ pt or 1 pt all being given back NO CUTS.
Finally many thanks to members who donated prizes
for todays competition, sorry again for the weather
but a great day and last but not least thanks to Russell
for putting together all the li ttle comps on the day.

Sunday 30th March Stableford Competition
10.30 am meet

1st place Joint Winners, our leader Rusty Ball , and
(The Blind Man) Roger Fli tney. Both came in with a
creditable ---------------------------15 Points.

2nd place we have a li ttle clutch of stars, (Throbbing)
Bob Hyde, (Profesor) Geoff Bulley, Dave (The
Windman) Harlow -----------14 Points .

DONNA Y TROPHY

It was Rob (Swivel Hips) Flatts day to day, I have to
be careful here as I do not want to fall foul of any
legal complaints landing on the editor's desk. It was
simply due to indecent exposure on the second tee. I
will not tell a soul Rob. Some of us now know why
Rob has a large fan base .

TWOs WINNERS
Note the plural, Yes TWO, TWOs. Phil (Twitcher)
Oram, with a superb controlled chip in on the seventh,
and not  taking a back seat here is again Rob Flatt old
swivel himself, who from approx 130 yards on the 8th

hole, which is a par 4 by the way, popped his ball i n
the hole for an EAGLE, well done you guys. Mine's a
Guiness.

BRICK ON A STICK
Again joint winners, Peter Thomas and John (Magic
Shoes) Mann both on 10 points, unlucky you two
someone has to bring up the rear.

BITS & BOBS
As you can see by the scores today, all very tight, 5
points covered the whole field.

Handicaps will be tampered with BUT we will all
benefit.

The best weather we have played in this year nice to
have the sun on your back for a change, a very good
turn out of members all ended up back at the Exeter
with the twos winners buying all their friends a drink,
Andy French is still complaining why he did not get
one. See you all next  time.

Friday 11th Stableford Competition
1 pm meet Exeter Inn

11 Members and guests arrived at our local Hostelry
to be drawn into teams for the afternoon's events, with
the unknown awaiting  they set off together all happy
and friendly, how will they return no one knows?

1st place Joint winners again, with a respectable score
of 17 POINTS - The Professor Geoff Bulley &
Limping Robin Tooze. Well done you guys. Both
Geoff & Robin are thinking about joining the
SENIORS TOUR but sorry guys you are too old.

2nd place on his own here is, Gentleman Ken Galvin
with 16 POINTS.

DONNA Y TROPHY
My good self, Throbbing Bob Hyde. The reason for
this award was that on the 5th hole I drove from the tee
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into pond one; from the drop I just about got over
pond one, and then with my 4th shot found pond two.
Do I hate water or what?

ANNIKA TROPHY
Would you believe I WIN again Throbbing Bob Hyde
for the ONLY Short Drive of the day so I was told, 35
yds was mentioned, what a day I'm having its just
good to be alive.

BRICK ON A STICK
One of our guests took this. Not the most sought after
but it is a TROPHY, Dennis its all yours my friend.

BITS & BOBS
The TWOS pot remains intact no winner here today,
Handicaps look as if they will be untouched but the
scores are creeping up, so it must happen soon, Russ
get the Knife ready.

One last word it now seems as if our Golf Society is
helping out local businesses, as 2 of Michael & Tina
Ayres holiday makers who are stopping at the farm
read Focus and asked if they would be allowed to
play, no problem of course they can and they did, my
only concern here is if they will ever want to return to
Thorverton, Steve, Dennis we all hope that you
enjoyed your afternoon with us, and Dennis did win
the Brick on a stick.

Next month's dates are:
Monday May 5th  10.30 am    for 11.00 am   Tee off .
Friday    May 16th 10..30 am  for 2..00 pm    Tee off .
Sunday   May 25th  10.30 am for  11.00 am   Tee off.

Bob Hyde

Nature Notes

I have two amendments to make regarding last month's
report. Firstly Tina Ayre (Ratcli ffe Farm) told me the
lane between Shute Cross and Heathfield is Rixaford
Lane which makes sense because the cross at The
Brambles/Old Chapel is named Rixaford. The ‘Sat
Nav’ is wrong and that does not surprise me at all !
Incidentally Tina also told me that golf balls are often
found in one of their fields (see March FOCUS). The
second amendment relates to the credit given to
Heather Kershaw for taking the photo of the goldcrest
at Crediton Golf Course when in fact it was taken by
Jane Flaxington.

Flowers
The primroses have been spectacular this spring. The
same cannot be said for some of the mimosa trees, the
emerging flower buds blown off by the ferocious winds
in early March. The one in the centre of Stoke Canon,
although flowering, was not a brilli ant ball of yellow as
it was last year. In April the frost burned flowers of the
rhododendrons etc.

Butterflies
Although we have had sunny days the nights have been
cold. This appears to have affected the emergence of
some butterflies. I have seen the odd peacock,
tortoishell and orange tip but no speckled wood or
brimstone.

Birds

Nearing the end of March around dusk Lin Balkwill
saw a barn owl flying low in a field near Courthayes
Lane (the back of Court Barton).

There is a small colony of house sparrows that nest
and probably roost in the roof of our house, one nest
site on our side of the building (Number 2) and another
at Alan Kellow’s at Number 1. One cock and two hen
sparrows have a small white patch of feathers on their
right wing and I have noticed them about for 2 to 3
years. The sparrows that inhabit the variegated ivy
overhanging the wall next to the Old post off ice in
Bullen Street are a very rowdy bunch.

I was doing some gardening on 10 April , and while
tugging at a bramble a bird was disturbed. On closer
inspection I found a nest with whitish eggs concealed
in a red hot poker clump. Observation at a distance
confirmed it was a robin nest. Like many bird species
the robin will nest in the same vicinity each year. Last
year the robin nested in the hedge behind our small
greenhouse that is more or less opposite the red hot
poker. In 2006 I did not discover their nest but the year
before, again the nest was behind the greenhouse.

There must be enough food in the wild for the great
spotted woodpecker for many of you have commented
that this bird has not lately been visiting bird tables.

On 17 April while doing a reconnoitre for the weekday
TARTS walk scheduled for 18 April from Upton Pyne
to Brampford Speke (including the newly opened ‘open
access’ land along the river at Brampford), Heather
Kershaw saw some very interesting birds. A female
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redstart was fli tting about and perching on fence posts
and sand martins zooming about, both birds around the
river Exe. Heather also saw a kestrel at Brampford
sewage works and a pair of red-legged partridge at
Upton Pyne. I also saw two red-legged partridge near
Heathfield on 13 April .

Looking Forward to May
The swallow and house martin has been seen here and
there but these I think are travelli ng onward. Our own
summer resident hirundidae (swallows & martins)
have not arrived yet but hopefully they will soon be in
the vill age as the weather warms up.

Look out for grass snakes this month as they will be
emerging from their hibernacula.

On a few occasions I’ ve written what you may look
forward to observing and it has not materialised. I hope
this is not the case in this final paragraph, here goes!
My sister uses a book called ‘The Biodynamic Sowing
and Planting Calendar’ to propagate plants by the
stars, astronomically not astrologically speaking. This
book predicts a lot of warm weather for May indeed I
quote ‘ the warmth constellations could bring almost
tropical weather’ . I write this eleven days before Focus
is published.

Jenny Garne

Poltimore House news
Over 500 visitors came through the doors of Poltimore
House during the two weeks that the Global
Gardeners exhibition was held there. During the
exhibition all visitors were able to take tours of the
downstairs rooms and courtyard whilst some enjoyed
talks and walks with Caradoc Doy. It is hoped that
further exhibitions will be held in the future.

Meanwhile the house and grounds will be open again
on Sunday May 18th from 2-4.30 when a Table Top
Sale will also be held in the Chapel. Come and enjoy a
cup of tea or coffee from our recently installed kitchen
facili ties. If you would like to book a table for the sale
please contact 01392 466508. Entry £2, children

under 16 free, members are also free when presenting
their cards.

Other events include a performance by Cygnet
Theatre of Shakespeare’s ‘Two Noble Kinsmen’ on
Saturday June 7th at 7pm in the grounds and a
performance by the Budleigh Salterton Male Voice
Choir in the Chapel at 7.30 on Saturday June 28th . In
between these two events the Friends will be holding
their AGM in the Chapel on Saturday 21st June at
2pm followed by another open afternoon on Sunday
22nd June from 2-4.30.

Further details about Poltimore House can be found
on www.poltimore.org

Change for Devon?

Devon County Council has recently submitted a paper
to the Boundary Committee on its concept for unitary
local government across Devon.  Its vision for Devon
is:

    * for three unitary councils - Plymouth, Torbay and
Devon - to reduce the administrative costs of local
government and ease the burden on Council Tax:
    * for existing countywide services to be maintained
to minimise disruption, retaining professional
expertise and preserving economies of scale to ensure
maximum eff iciency savings.
    * for countywide services to be strengthened and
existing District Council services tobe raised to the
level of the best.
    * for local government to be turned on its head,
with savings in devolved budgets reinvested in

innovative city and community governance
arrangements supporting local priorities, thus bringing
local government closer to the people and
communities it serves.
    * for there to be wider publi c participation in
setting local priorities and greater involvement of
those from outside local government in helping to
deliver solutions.  There would be greater integration
and coordination with partner agencies to ensure that
the public benefits from joined-up services in the
community.

The conceptual paper - "Flying the Flag for Devon -
Strong Leadership and Local Focus" - can be seen in
full through Devon County Council 's website.

Nevill e Lane
Editor Focus
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Hospiscare Will Week
19-23 May
Do you need a nudge to get round to making your
Will ?

As a local charity caring for terminally ill people and
their famili es, Hospiscare relies on legacy gifts - but
do you realise most of us never get round to making a
Will ? Although well aware that a Will secures our
loved ones’ future, we put it off , pushing it to the back
of our minds. It’s actually quicker, easier and less
expensive than we imagine. To help us get round to it,
over 30 solicitors across Devon are supporting
Hospiscare Will Week by donating at least half the
fee charged for prepar ing a standard Will to
Hospiscare. This opportunity is open to everyone.

Simply choose a participating solicitor and make an
appointment. Your most local solicitors include:

Crediton, Symes Robinson & Lee Martin Justice,
01363 775566
Exeter, Dunn & Baker Melissa Down, 01392
250041
Exeter, Silverthorne Colthorpe Julia Woodgates,
01392 423555
Exeter, Crosse & Crosse Richard Adams, 01392
258451

To choose from all solicitors taking part, please go to
www.hospiscare.co.uk or phone Elizabeth on 01392
688065 for their details.

April Snow

Photos by John Spivey
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May in the Garden
Alas! My poor magnolias - and I expect everyone
else's as well - Last week, just coming into full flower,
and looking lovely. This week looking like bunches of
small wet wash-leathers hanging on the branches.
What a shame, and I don't think there are enough buds
left to come out and make another good show; and a
number of other things have had their early unfolding
buds damaged by the last week's frosts. Most of these
will recover over the next few weeks, but I think it
will be next year now before the magnolias have
another go.

The Spring jobs in my garden are already getting
behindhand, as there seem to have been few
'gardenable' days so far, and infuriatingly, the ones we
have had seem to have been days on which I have had
to be elsewhere. I shall really have to try to make this
garden a bit more 'low maintainance', as I find I can
no longer go out and spend all day doing this and that,
as the system won't stand up to it. Bother growing
older!

Enough of that, there is a lot to do this month, and
hopefully we shall have some decent weather before
long. Everything already looks a great deal better,
now that the grass has had a good mowing - what a
difference that makes! - especially if the lawn edges
are done as well .

Watch out for nesting birds if you are cutting hedges
or trimming shrubs. I had the shock of my li fe, many
years ago, when I just missed cutting into a dunnock's
nest, containing a baby cuckoo with a huge scarlet
gape! How those poor birds managed to feed it I don't
know. But it did make me a bit more careful after that
before I did any hedge cutting at this time of year.

It should be possible this month to start sowing hardy
annual seeds outside, though I often sow a pinch of
seed (or single seeds if they are big enough) into
module seed trays, and transplant them outside as

young plants - I find things are more successful in this
soil done this way.

A couple of years ago I mentioned using copper tape
round plantpots to keep slugs away from things like
hostas, and I must say it is brilli ant. As long as the
pots are not placed so that slugs can climb up via
another route, they work extremely well , and mine is
still going strong for the fourth or fifth season. It is a
bit fragile, so it mustn't be scratched or roughly
treated, but with reasonable care, it just goes on and
on. It is also possible to get copper rings to put round
young plants in the garden, and although these are
more expensive, they should last for many years.

Get hanging baskets planted up now, but either keep
them under cover for a few more weeks, or cover them
with fleece if frost is likely: and don't plant out
summer bedding plants until towards the end of the
month, in case of frost around the 'Franklin Nights'
(19-21st).

Large clumps of daffodils tend to have fewer flowers
as time goes by, so wait until the leaves have gone
really yellow, then li ft them carefully, and replant
them spaced out a bit, and in a couple of years they
should be flowering well again.

May could see the start of a dry period, so, if you
have any recently planted young trees or shrubs, make
sure they do not dry out at the roots, and give them at
least two gallons of water per plant if they do get dry.

PLANT OF THE MONTH.
CANARY CREEPER.
Sow seeds of this useful annual climber now in front
of shrubs that have finished flowering, or by a bare bit
of fence, to give lots of yellow fringed flowers for
weeks over summer and autumn. It is a type of
nasturtium, very easy to grow and very attractive.

Pat Brooks

Canal Fair
On the 24th & 25th May, the Grand Western Canal
Country Park near Tiverton will be holding ‘A Grand
Western Weekend’ Canal and Countryside Fair
incorporating the 2008 National Trailboat Festival.  As
well as attractions on the water, including horse-drawn
and motorised boat trips, the weekend will feature two
music stages and a main arena packed with a fantastic
array of musicians and performers to suit all tastes and
age groups!
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Thorverton Parish Information
(Please notify any changes to the Editor.)

AIR AMBULANCE EMERGENCY - QUOTE NATIONAL GRID REFERENCE
RECREATION GROUND – Sheet 192 SS 923019   MEMORIAL HALL FIELD – Sheet 192 SS 926019

Bus services            See inside back cover
Carers' Suppo rt Group Anne Higman, Wyndham House Surgery, Silverton.   860034.

Meetings - 3rd Wednesday of month, Wyndham House, 2.30-4.30 p.m.
Church (C of E) The Revd. Douglas Dettmer, The Rectory, Thorverton.  860332

Church Wardens Peter Colebrook, Ockero, Thorverton.  861019.
Edwin Greed, Fortescue, Netherexe.  841231.

Consort Mary Thomas, 1 The Glebe, Thorverton.  860730.
P.C.C. Treasurer Royston Kershaw, 25 The Glebe, Thorverton.  860419.
Friends of Thorverton Parish Church Trust    Emmie Aird, Kirkfoard, The Berry, Thorverton.

Church (Baptist) The Revd. Maurice Harrison, 01884 258599.
Secretary Phyllis Langdon,  860932. Services, notice board or Focus.

Coun ty Coun cill or Cllr. Mr. M. Lee.  01363 772671.
District Coun cill or Cllr. Mr. R. M. Deed.  01392 861258.
Doctors Dr  Jon Wride & Partner / Drs Stead, O’Brien & Ziegler. Surgery times: see

below.
Electricity (Western Power) Report a loss of power: 0800 365 900   Bill Enquiries: 0800 365 000

Street lights 0870 556 1851
Friends of Thorverton & Silverton Surgeries     Christine Walker,  881501
Gas Emergency 0800 111999
Leonard Trust   Chairman: R. Hughes. Secretary: Mrs. E. Hughes, 3 Dinham Mews, Exeter   EX4 4EF
Library (Exeter Mobile)      EVERY WEDNESDAY, 2.55pm to 3.15pm  in the Quarry Car Park
Newspaper Reporter (Express & Echo)   Jane Ristic, 53 Silver Street, Thorverton.  860054
Parish Coun cil Chairman Cllr. Michael Ayre,
Parish Clerk Mrs Kate West, Great Pit Stables, Silverton.  861560.
Parish Coun cil Meetings 2nd Tuesday of month, at Baptist Church Schoolroom, 7.30 pm.
Parish Allotments Contact the Parish Clerk - 861560
Parish Coun cil Notice Board  Situated in School Lane, opposite the Thorverton Arms.
     IMPORTANT!- PLANNING APPLICATION NOTICES ARE DISPLAYED HERE.
Pension Service PO Box 93,  Plymouth  PL6 5WJ.      0845 60 60 265
Police Central Switchboard 24 Hours:  0845 2777444.
Post Off ice Portacabin (TCT Ltd)  Quarry Car Park, Thorverton  EX5 5NG.   860455

Mon. to Fri :  9 am.-1.00 pm.,    2 pm.– 5.30 pm.
Sat. :             9 am.-12 noon      Sun.  9 am - 10.30 am for newspaper sales only

Business Manager:     Jill Blewett, Faircop, Jericho St, Thorverton
Company Secretary & Treasurer:Heather Kershaw, 25 The Glebe, 860419

Public Telephon e Kiosk Opposite the Church, outside the Bell Inn, Dinneford  St.
Schoo l (C of E Primary)  (Acting) Head Teacher: Denise Woodgate   860374.
Schoo l Governors Chair: John Iffla  01392 851943

Clerk: Jane Ristic, 53 Silver St.  860054
Schoo l P.T.F.A. Chair: Deishan Luffman, North Barn, Raddon, Thorverton. 860016

Secretary: Marie Thomas, 01884 855275
Treasurer: Di Baker, 860426

South West Water 24 Hour Emergency: 0800 169 1144. 
         Helpline: 0800 169 1133.

Thorverton Mill ennium Chair: Dame Margaret Turner-Warwick, Pynes House,
Green Trust Silver Street  861173     Hon. secretary: Shirley Hoole.

Thorverton Rural Services Chair: Alan Turner, 860164
Association

Tiverton Volunteer Centre 28, Gold Street, Tiverton  EX16 6PY.  Judy Seymour, 01884 255734.
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Thorverton Organisations

Amateur Dramatic Society     Chair: Colin Marshall, 861228
Secretary: Sally Salter, 841740
Meetings - Last Wednesday of each month at the W.I. Hut.

Art Group Barrie Phillips, Crossmead, School Lane, Thorverton. 860529
Meet Fridays during term-time at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 am-12.00.

Arts Exchange Claire Cousins, Cubberley House, The Berry. 860438.
Monthly meetings in members’ homes at 8.0 pm. (see Diary)

Association Foot ball Club   Chairman: Andy Harris, 01392 851664
Secretary: David Gregory, 2 The Orchard, Brampford Speke, 841803.

Bridge Circle Graeme Culshaw, 3 The Glebe, Thorverton 860203.
Meets 1st/3rd/5th Fridays at the W.I. Hut from 7.00 p.m..

Brownies’ Leader Hannah James, 0789 403 7133.
Meet Fridays during term-time at the W.I. Hut, 5.30-7.00 pm.

Church Flower Club Meetings as advertised.
Cricke t Club Chair: Charles Kislingbury, Arley House, 19 Church St, Silverton.  860270

  Secretary: M C Denford, 14 Moorlands, Tiverton EX16 6UF 01884 255076
Fixture Sec: J Meredith, 190 Mincinglake Rd, Exeter EX4 7DS 01392 272504

Focus Magazine Chair: John Carter, Rewe.  841237
Editor: Neville Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062.
Secretary: Jane Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062.
Treasurer:  Barbara Uglow, 14 Cleaves Close, Thorverton. 860614.
 Focus deliveries – John Carter, Rewe.  841237

Friends of Silverton & Thorverton Surgeries
Coffee Mornings in The Royal British Legion Club, Silverton
held on the LAST THURSDAY of every month except December.

Golf Society Players of Thorverton Care of Exeter Inn, 01392 860206
History Society Chair: Bill Stamper, Dunelm, Raddon, Thorverton. 860214

Secretary: Phyllis Langdon, Ferndale, Bullen Street, Thorverton. 860932.
   Website  <http://www.thorhistsoc.org/>

Ladies Group Meet 2nd Thursday of month,  (Venue and time - see Focus Notices).
Memorial Hall Committee  Chair: Mr Mike Shelton. Fir Tree House, Bullen Street. 861027.

Treasurer: John White, Waters Ford, Milford Lane. 860827.
Secretary & Bookings:  Jean White, Waters Ford, Milford Lane. 860827.

Memorial Hall Market 2nd Saturday of the month, at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 - 11.00 am.
Playgroup Contact: Laura Samuel (Chair) 861496.

Mon 9.30am-12pm, Tues/Weds 9.30am-12pm & Lunch Club 12pm-1pm,
Thurs 9.15-11.45am; 12.45pm- 3.15pm & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm. during term-time, at Memorial Hall.

Thorverton Ambling, Rambling and Tramping Society (TARTS)
Contacts : Caroline Prince 07749 775304 or Jean Brown 861176
See notices of walks in Old Post Office Window Bullen Street.

Todd ler Group Contact : Nic Fice 860318.
Wednesdays, during term-time, at the Memorial Hall, 9.45 a.m.-11.45.

Rainbo ws Contact Jean Pearn  860105, Penny Fice  861136,
Term-time, Tuesdays  4-5 pm at the W.I. Hut.

Royal British Legion Chairman / Hon. sec:  Bill Stamper,  Dunelm,  Raddon, Thorverton. 860214
Hon. Treasurer: Emmie Aird.

Women’s Institute Secretary: Susan  Maguire    01392 860631
Bookings:  Susan Maguire    01392 860631.
W.I. Meeting. 1st Tuesday of the month at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm.
Whist, 3rd Tuesday of the month, at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm.

W.I. Market & Coffee 4th Saturday of the month at the W.I. Hut. 10.00 am. to 11.00 am.
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Doctors’ Surgeries

THE EXE VALLEY PRACTICE

Dr JON WRIDE and Dr LYNNE ANDERSON

The Surgery, The Berry, The Surgery, 3 Coach Road,
THORVERTON EX5 5NT SILVERTON EX5 4JL
Tel: 01392 860273 (24 hours) Tel: 01392 860176 (in surgery hours)
Fax: 01392 860654 Fax: 01392 861598

www.exevalleypractice.co.uk

Surgery Hours

Mon. 2.30  -   4.30   Mon.     9.00  - 11.00
Tue. 3.30  -   5.30           Tue.      9.00  - 11.00
Wed. 10.30  - 11.30  Wed.     3:30 -    5:30
Thu. 3.00  -   5.00              Thu.      9.00  -  11.00
Fri. 9.00  - 12.00              Fri.        3.00  -    5.00

The Surgeries are OPEN at the followi ng times

Mon.   8.30  - 12.45  &  2.00  - 6.00               Mon.      8.45  - 12.30
Tue.    8.30  - 12.45  &  2.00  - 6.00               Tue.      8.45  - 12.00
Wed.   8.30  - 12.45  &  2.00  - 5.00             Wed.        3.00  -   6.00
Thu.    8.30  - 12.45  &  2.00  - 6.00        Thu.          8.45  - 12.30
Fri.      8.30  - 12.45  &  2.00  - 4.00         Fri.           2.00  -   6.00

REPEAT PRESCRIPTIONS  (Monday – Friday)   Please note that 48 hours notice is required for ALL
repeat prescriptions. Repeat Prescription line:    01392 861622

WYNDHAM HOUSE SURGERY,  Fore Street,  SILVERTON,  EX5 4HZ
Telephone 01392 860034                   www.wyndhamhousesurgery.co.uk

Dispensary Hours:     Monday to Thursday:     09.00 – 13.00  &  14.00 – 18.00
                                   Friday:                            09.00 – 13.00  &  14.00 – 17.00

Please note The doctors are happy to speak to you on the phone instead of an appointment. Please
request this from reception when you telephone.

Dr Jonathan STEAD Dr Anthon y O’BRIEN Dr Emma ZIEGLER

Monday 09.00 - 11.00 08.30 - 10.30
                            15.30 - 17.30                         15.00 -  17.30                                                                     

Tuesday 09.00 - 11.00 09.00 -  12.00
                            15.30 - 17.30                         15.00 -  17.30                                                                     

Wednesday 09.00 - 11.00 09.00 - 11.00
                            15.30 - 17.30                                                                       15.00 - 17.00                       

Thursday 09.00 - 12.00 09.00 - 11.00

Friday 09.00 - 11.00 09.00 - 12.00 09.00 - 11.00
Alt. weeks *15.00 - 16.00 Alt. weeks

(Urgent cases only)*
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Diary 2008, continued from back cover.
AUGUST (cont)
Tue 19th Bingo, Memorial Hall , 7.30 p.m.
Sat 23rd W.I Coffee Morning/Stalls. 10 a.m.

SEPTEMBER
Tue 2nd W.I Meeting: Members Evening/Games.
Sat 13th Saturday Market, Memorial Hall , 9.30 a.m.
Tue 16th Bingo, Memorial Hall , 7.30 p.m.

Whist, W.I. Hut, 7.30 p.m.
Fri 26th Thorverton & District History Society: John Wade, Impressions of Russia, WI Hut, 7:30pm
Sat 27th W.I Coffee Morning/Stalls. 10 a.m.

OCTOBER
Tue 7th W.I Meeting: History of Devon Farmhouses.
Sat 18th Table Top, W.I. Hut, 10.00 a.m. - 12.00 p.m.
Tue 21st Whist, W.I. Hut, 7.30 p.m.
Fri 24th Thorverton & District History Society: Alan Liddiard,Exeter Cathedral & Volunteers, WI Hut, 7:30pm
Sat 25th W.I Coffee Morning/Stalls. 10 a.m.
Fri 31st W.I. Halloween Night (details to follow)

NOVEMBER
Tue 4th W.I Meeting: She was only a Railwayman’s Daughter.
Tue 18th Whist, W.I. Hut, 7.30 p.m.
Sat 22nd W.I.Christmas Coffee Morning/Stalls 10 a.m.
Fri 28th Thorverton & District History Society: Tom Greeves, Dartmoor Historic Images, WI Hut, 7:30pm

DECEMBER
Tue 2nd W.I Meeting: AGM
Sat 6th Holly Ball , Thorverton Memorial Hall
Tue 16th Whist, W.I. Hut, 7.30 p.m.
Sat 20th W.I Coffee Morning/Stalls. 10 a.m.

Bus services

Turner’s Tours / Carmel Coaches (bus 678)  Mon-Fri. 10.09 from The Berry and the Baptist Chapel.
Return 13.35 from Exeter bus station, Stand 5.

Cook’s Coaches (service 355), Stagecoach (service 55B) Mon-Sat (except Bank Holidays)
To Tiverton  9.02, 11.02, 13.02, 15.02, 17.32, 18.11 (55B) from The Berry and Broadlands.
Return from Tiverton bus station. 9.40, 11.40, 13.40, 15.40, 18.05.

To Exeter 8.00, 10.05, 12.05, 14.05, 16.05, 18.30 from The Berry and Broadlands.
Return from Exeter bus station. 8.40, 10.46, 12.40, 14.40, 17.10, 17.50 (55B).

Timetables for the 355 service are available at the Post Off ice.

Stagecoach 55 service runs every half-hour in each direction along the Exeter-Tiverton road, stopping at the
Thorverton turn.  Please consult Stagecoach 55 Group timetable for details of this service.

Stagecoach free service to Somerfield’s, Broadclyst, from Broadlands on Tuesdays 14.00.

Stagecoach offers a variety of concessions for regular commuters, shoppers, children, students and jobseekers as
well as one-day unlimited-use Explorer tickets. Further details from Stagecoach: 01392 427711 or 01803 664500 or
www.stagecoachbus.com or www.devon.gov.uk/devonbus.

Devonbus Timetable Information: call Traveline  0870 608 2 608  Timetables available at the Post Office
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Diary 2008
Please notify FOCUS Editor of additions or changes.

(Email : focusonthorverton@yahoo.co.uk or phone Nevill e Lane on 861062)
MAY
Sat 3rd TARTS walk, Cadbury deer farm, see page 24 for this and other TARTS events.
Tue 6th W.I Meeting: County Advisor
Thu 8th Memorial Hall AGM, 8.00 p.m.

Arts Exchange, Seaside, Cubberley House, 8.00 p.m.
Fri 9th Ferret Racing and BBQ, Exeter Inn Lawn, 6.45 p.m.
Sat 10th Saturday Market, Memorial Hall , 9.30 a.m.
Sun 11th Gas Up (steam engines), Sunnymead, 11.00 a.m.
Tue 13th Cream Teas, W.I. Hut, 3.00 p.m. including The Return of the Scarlet Woman
Wed 14th Guided walk following Dinneford stream, meet at the Bury 6.30p.m.
Thu 15th Olde Thorverton Past and Present, Thorverton School, 5.30 - 8.30 p.m.
Fri 16th Olde Thorverton Past and Present, Thorverton School, 4.00 - 8.30 p.m.

Christian Aid Quiz, Exeter Inn Skittle alley, 6.45 p.m.
Sat 17th Olde Thorverton Past and Present, Thorverton School, 11.00 a.m. - 5.00 p.m.

Fair, in the Bury, 2.30 p.m.  Grand Draw at 4.00 p.m.
Variety Show, in the Memorial Hall, 7.30 p.m.

Tue 13th - Sat 17th Church Week
Arts Festival, Parish Church 10.00 a.m. - 8.30 p.m.

Sun 18th Poltimore House and Grounds open, 2.00 - 4.30 p.m.
Tue 20th Craft Classes, W.I. Hut, 2.00 p.m.

Whist at the W.I. Hut 7.30pm
Bingo, Memorial Hall , 7.30 p.m.

Thu 22nd Thorverton PTFA Fashion Show, Thorverton school hall , 7.00 p.m.
Fri 23rd Thorverton & District History Society: Members’ meeting/ bring & share supper, WI Hut, 7:30pm
May 24th W.I Coffee Morning/Stalls. 10 a.m.
Sat 31st Crafty Breakfast, Brampford Speke Parish Hall , 9.30 - 11.30 a.m.

JUNE
Tue 3rd W.I Meeting: Garden Party.
Sat 14th Country Show, Raddon
Sun 15th Country Show, Raddon
Tue 17th Whist at the W.I. Hut 7.30pm

Bingo, Memorial Hall , 7.30 p.m.
Thurs 26th Arts Exchange, Italy, Newcourt Farmhouse, 8.00 pm
Fri 27th Thorverton & District History Society: Outside visit
Sat 28th W.I Coffee Morning/Stalls. 10 a.m.

JULY
Tue 1st W.I Meeting: Benefits of Yoga.
Fri 4th Compagnie Giulia, Thorverton parish church, 7.30 p.m.
Sat 5th Open Air production, Winter's Tale, Memorial Hall , 7.30 p.m.
Sat 12th Saturday Market, Memorial Hall , 9.30 a.m.
Tue 15th Whist at the W.I. Hut 7.30pm

Bingo, Memorial Hall , 7.30 p.m.
Sat 19th Table Top, W.I. Hut, 10.00 a.m. - 12.00 p.m.
Sat 26th W.I Coffee Morning/Stalls. 10 a.m.

AUGUST
Tue 5th W.I Meeting: Funny Stories of Marie Curie Fund Raising.
Sat 9th Saturday Market, Memorial Hall , 9.30 a.m.
Mon 11th Talk on SCAM Prevention at the W.I. Hut at 7.30pm
Thu 14th W.I. 1950s night (details to follow)
Tue 19th W.I. trip to the Eden Project


