
NOVEMBER 2007               Vol. 38   No. 10                     40 p



FOCUS MAGAZINE INFORMATION

Chairman John Carter, Rewe.  Tel. (01392)  841237
Vice Chairman Beryl Grace, Moss Bank, School Lane, Thorverton.
Secretary Jane Lane, Stable House, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. Tel. (01392) 861062
Treasurer Barbara Uglow, 14 Cleaves Close, Thorverton. Tel. (01392) 860614
Editor Nevill e Lane, Stable House, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. Tel. (01392) 861062
                             Email. focusonthorverton@yahoo.co.uk
Assistant editors  Rob Purvis   &   Ward Crawford
Printers Barrie Philli ps & Peter Mason
Focus deliveries John Carter, Rewe.  Tel. (01392)  841237
Committee members  Nominated by local organisations.
At the present time Focus is produced each month except one (August) and is assembled by volunteers on
the last working day of the month.

The Editor welcomes interesting news items, reports etc. for publication. Items for inclusion in Focus
should be accompanied by the name of the originator, which may be withheld from print if requested.

Important note for contributors
Items for publication,  adverts,  changes to adverts,  Diary entries,  changes to Thorverton Information lists
should be sent to the Editor, preferably as plain text in an email, or as an OpenOffice odt file or a Word
doc file or a pdf file email attachment (to focusonthorverton@yahoo.co.uk) normally by the 20th day of
the month prior to publication.
Computer file formats: We prefer plain text files, .ODT files, .DOC files, .RTF files and .WPS files because
our production team have software that can read such files. BMP and JPEG files are preferred for
advertisements and pictures.
Photographs: colour photographs, without too much dark shadow, can be printed in black/white shades
(enlarged or reduced) to a reasonably fair standard.

Poster Type Advertisements: maximum size is half an A4 page.

Text for advertisements should be prepared as near as possible to how it is intended to appear.
Pictures must be supplied as required on the advertisement.

COMMERCIAL ADVERTISEMENTS
Maximum dimensions COST per ENTRY FULL YEAR (11 entries)

Half page 18.2 cm x 12.2 cm £4.00 £40.00
Quarter page 8.5 cm x 12.2 cm £2.00 £20.00
One-eighth  page 8.5 cm x 5.8 cm  £1.00 £10.00

LOCAL ORGANISATION and CHARITIES ADVERTISEMENTS
COST per ENTRY

Half page                                  £3.00
Quarter or one-eighth page free of charge
(It may be possible to reduce A4 size adverts to 1/4 or 1/8 page depending on the size of text.)

The opinions and views expressed by contributors within the magazine are not necessarily those of Focus
producers and the Focus Committee.



Focus on Thorverton 1 Vol. 38  No. 10 – November 2007

Editorial

I might have expected the autumn to be a quiet
time of the year in Thorverton, but far from it if
the reports in Focus are anything to go by.
Certainly we have a very full Focus for you this
month - with apologies to those who have to
collate and staple it together!

There was an excellent turn-out for the first open
meeting to consider the development of a Parish
Plan for Thorverton. (A report of the meeting is
on page 4.) Such an enthusiastic response must
augur well for a successful plan.  As was said at
the meeting, the very fact that so many within the
vill age are able to contribute and share ideas and
to work together in finding ways to implement
those ideas should make our community a
stronger one.  This was a very promising start,
which we need to build upon. The next
opportunity to do that will be at the meeting on
the evening of Tuesday 6th November.

We have our usual wide range of regular reports
on vill age activities, including a further progress
report on the mighty Youth Football Team, who
continue to make such a good impression and are

rightly well respected - even feared - in the area. I
am also delighted to be able to include an
interesting article by Ian Stoyle, giving some
background to those whose names appear on
Thorverton's War Memorial. As Ian suggests,
knowing something about those who gave their
lives in the wars gives more meaning to the
commitment that we will remember them.

Finally an apology. The one drawback with
having so much to include in Focus is that the
likelihood of typographical errors is increased. I
can imagine how irritating it must be when an
error appears in an article or letter that you have
given me. I take full responsibili ty for any errors
made. Emaili ng articles to the
focusonthorverton@yahoo.com mailbox, if you
are able to do that, does of course minimise the
chances of errors creeping in.

Have an enjoyable November. I would be
interested to hear from anyone who managed to
go to even half of the events listed in this month's
diary!
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Letters

From Elspeth and Ken Holmes

Thank You

A big "Thank you" to everyone who attended our
Surprise 60th party on October 13th. We are still
in a daze!!! We thought we were off to a quiet
meal with the family at a secret location, and
were happy to wear the blindfolds - and then
....................... !!!!!!

From Jen Pascoe, 17 Cleaves Close

It's a real shame when the only way you can get
through to a few people is to write in to Focus.
This is directed at a handful of people, but they
clearly took no notice of a polite sign that I put
on the grass in Cleaves Close. The dog owners
that I know are all responsible and pick up after
their dogs have had a poo, but for some reason a
few people think it's OK to allow their dogs to
mess in a residential area where children regularly
play and residents walk. On the afternoon I put
the sign up I had to pick up 6 bags of mess in a
very small area, I'm sure whoever you are you
would be the first to complain if this was
happening on your doorstep? I love where I live
and all I'm asking is for is that you respect the
residents of Cleaves Close and pick up after your
dog. (300 scented nappy sacks only £1)

From Lisa Browning

Operation Chr istmas Child 2007

The leaflets required to complete a shoebox are
avaliable from 'Not the Village Shop', Thorverton
Post Office, Playgroup and the Bell Inn. Full
boxes can be returned to Thorverton Playgroup,
The Bell Inn, 31 Silver Street or 13 Broadlands.
Please return boxes by 15th November. Any
queries please contact me 01392 860609

From Martin and Wendy Pitts, Fursdon
Lodge

Engagement notice

Martin and Wendy Pitts of Fursdon Lodge are
delighted to announce the engagement of their
youngest daughter Natalie to Darren Chandler of
Zeal Monachorum, Crediton.

Congratulations and love from both families.

From Barbara Uglow, Cleves Close

John Uglow

Barbara Uglow and family wish to thank all their
friends and neighbours for their kind cards and
messages of sympathy following John's recent
death. This has been a great comfort to us all to
know how appreciated he was.

We would also like to publicly express our thanks
to Dr Woods and Dr Wride for their care,
kindness and thoughful attention throughout
John's ill ness. Also our thanks go to the
Community Nurses for their kind support.

A tribute to John is on page 6.

From Alice Selley

Fashion show, 5th October

Congratulations to Jane and her team for this
very professional and well-organised event.The
models were quite outstanding and I hope we can
look forward to more shows like this in future.
Many, many thanks to all concerned.
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Thorverton Parish Council
Report of the October meeting of the Parish
Council

AFFORDABLE HOUSING/VILL AGE SHOP
Justin Roxborough, who is responsible for the housing development proposed at the Court Barton site, and members
of the Shop Committee were unable to attend the Parish Council meeting. However a very productive meeting with
the Housing Sub-committee subsequently took place. It is envisaged that planning applications will be submitted for
both developments by the end of the year. Hopefully this will beneficial to the Post Off ice assessment in February.

PARISH PLAN
Dame Margaret made a report to the Parish Council on the Public Meeting to launch the Parish Plan. There was an
excellent turnout of over 100 local people. Everyone was able to make comments on a range of issues by attaching
post-it notes under various headings. There was also an opportunity to comment on matters not covered by the
headings. The post-it notes were colour coded to indicate importance. Housing and Planning was perceived to be the
most important issue, followed by Education and Youth, and Local Services and Employment. Policing was 8th on
the list. 20 Volunteers were recruited on the basis of their interest in a Parish Plan or for skill s they could offer. A
grant of over £2000 has been awarded to fund the creation of a Parish Plan. The Parish Council and the Leonard
Trust have also made contributions.

PLANNING MATTERS
Planning Applications considered at meeting:

i) Ref: 07/01801/LBC External alterations, Brienstown House, 3 Silver Street, Thorverton.
ii ) Ref:07/01808/CAT Notification of Intention to fell 1 sycamore tree within a Conservation Area,

Yeytalli c, 3 Jericho Street, Thorverton.
iii ) Ref: 07/01695/FULL Erection of first floor extension and installation of Dormer window on west elevation,

Brambles, Thorverton.
iv) Ref: 07/01936/CAT Notification of Intention to reduce 1 Prunus Pissardii , 1 Cherry, 1 Hornbeam tree within a

conservation area. 3 Silver Street, Thorverton.

OTHER PARISH BUSINESS
• A stone on the bridge beside the ford has sheared off and will be repaired as soon as possible by Devon County

Council .  Please take care when using the bridge.
• Tree surgery work will be carried out to trees in the rec and a dead cherry tree on The Green will be removed and

replaced.
• The Pomona apple press was again popular this year and the Common Players performed to a crowd of 50 in the

rec, who joined in with a song and dance at the end. The Leonard Trust contributed 50% of the cost of hosting
the production.

• After consultation with local children, new play equipment will soon be provided in the rec. This will be partly
funded by money generated by the planning process and partly by money provided by County Councill or
Michael Lee.

The next Parish Council Meeting will take place in the Memorial Hall on Tuesday 13th November 2007 at 7.30pm.
An Agenda is displayed on the Parish Notice Board prior to meetings.

Kate West, Parish Clerk
Telephone: 01392 861560, email: Thorvertonclerk@aol.com

www .Thorvertonp arishcoun cil.org
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A Parish Plan for Thorverton
On September 26, more than 100 people
gathered at the Memorial Hall to consider the
development of a Parish Plan for Thorverton – a
magnificent turnout which, allowing for the
participation of a few people from outlying areas,
represented almost 10% of the vill age population.
The main purposes of the meeting were to
discuss what a Parish Plan might look like,
whether there was broad support to get one
under way, and to get some initial views from
everyone present on what themes and topics
might represent the priority needs and
opportunities for the Parish.

A range of about 10 general topics had been
identified as reflecting a breadth of vill age issues
and concerns. These headings were displayed on
individual sheets of paper and everyone present
was asked to attach up to 5 green ‘ post its’ to
those topics they regarded as of greatest priority,
together with their more specific suggestions.
Comments of lesser priority were written on
yellow ‘post its’ . Any ideas or concerns that
didn't fit into any of the broad categories could be
added to a separate sheet.  The response was
quite outstanding.

A total of 172 green  ‘post its’ (and 62 yellows)
were attached to the various topics, on every one
of which was written a more specific suggestion.
A full transcript of these individual comments has
been taken for future use and reference: this, with
the  other documents created on the way, are
now posted on the internet (see the link below)
and we'll also leave a file with paper copies in the
post office. The results, simply represented by
counting numbers of green and yellow stickers on
each sheet, were as foll ows:-

Green Yellow
1 Housing and Planning 42 1
2 Local Services, Business and Employment 26 5
3 The Environment 19 16
4 Transport, Traffic and Car parking 15 15
5 Education and Youth Faciliti es 23 1
6 Health, Well being and Care of the elderly 9 5
7 Leisure, clubs & societies, Church & Chapel 11 7
8 Security and Police 5 2
9 * Other topics and comments 18 8
10 Vill age history and information 4 2

* There were 18 green ‘post its’ on this sheet,
almost all referring to other identified topics such
as “care of the elderly” or “youth” .  Similarly,

some of the comments placed on some topics
might better fit elsewhere. However, although
none have yet  been transferred to these other
topics, the overall identification of the top five
priorities is not affected.

This information gives a very good start point
from which to set up some individual working
parties to consider each topic in more detail, and
to work out how to extend and undertake the
consultation process further to get as wide a set
of views and depth of information from across all
of the parish as possible. The main way this will
be done will be through a questionnaire, but we
will need also to look at and use other methods
such as interviews, group meetings etc. We look
forward to getting as many suggestions and
offers of help as possible to make sure that this is
done effectively and inclusively.  (An application
for a grant to cover incidental costs, the
questionnaire, its analysis, and the publication of
the report was submitted to Defra, and the sum
of £2029 has been obtained.)

Forms were also circulated at the meeting
requesting the names of any individuals who
would volunteer to help (in a whole variety of
ways) in the process of developing the Parish
Plan.  So far, 26 people have volunteered to help
to some extent, but we know there are many
others who could be willi ng to help but who
might not yet have heard about the Plan, or who
have not yet been able to offer their help.  Please
do not hesitate to let any one of us know if you
want more information: or drop a note into the
Post Office.

The next step will be for everyone who is willi ng
to help to meet again, when we will aim to
organise what is to be done next, and by whom.
THIS NEXT MEETING IS NOW
SCHEDULED FOR 7:30PM ON TUESDAY 6th

NOVEMEBER.  Please contact any of those
mentioned below if you want to be involved, but
cannot attend this meeting.

At the meeting, we will set up the individual
working parties as mentioned above.  The
number in each  working party can be quite small,
and each will have a nominated leader.  Willi ng
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representatives from each working party will also
be proposed to join a small number of others to
form a Coordinating (Steering) Committee,
which will meet regularly to ensure that the
various strands of work are coordinated and
progressed. Others will be needed to help with
administrative aspects including typing,
circulation of documents, planning meetings etc.
And while, as discussed at the first public
meeting, this is recognised as a community
generated exercise, it is hoped that a few Parish
Councill ors will j oin this whole team in one
capacity or another to emphasise the partnership
between the Parish Council and the Community
in the exercise.

It is useful to emphasise at the beginning, that a
Parish Plan does not end with a ‘wish list’ . It will
include a major section on ‘proposed action and
implementation’ of any suggestions put forward.
This in turn will depend on the availabili ty of
funds and of people who are prepared and able to
lead and help in their running on a longer term

basis. One of the most interesting aspects of this
whole exercise will be to consider the impact of
meeting a need identified by one working party
on another e.g. how plans for upgrading one
particular facili ty may offer opportunities for
improving access and support for other activities.

Thank you all again for such massive support,
and for your many valuable suggestions. These
have already given the Plan a tremendous “boost”
start. We are just at the bigging of this process,
and will be working hard to find ways of keeping
everyone up to date on progress, and able to
contribute.

Meanwhile, if you have internet access, this and
the other documents mentioned are  available on:
http://groups.google.co.uk/group/thorverton-
parish-plan

From the Launch Committee (Ward Crawford,
Cll r John Spivey, Margaret Turner Warwick)

Thorverton Arms & Legs
Raise Money for Disabled Children
Staff and customers from the Thorverton Arms
pub in Thorverton ran the annual 10k race in
Bampton in June and are delighted to report that
they raised £430 for the Calvert Trust, a charity
dedicated to helping disabled children through
outdoor activities.

In all there were seven runners – Ken Foxford, Di
Foxford, James Foxford, Penny Chudley, John
Mann, Ward Crawford and John Mann - of
varying levels of fitness representing the
Thorverton Arms and Legs and every one of

them managed to finish the gruelli ng Bampton
course that is reputed to be one of the toughest in
the country. The lead runner from the team,
Ward Crawford, finished the race in an
impressive 38 minutes.

“Thanks to everyone in Thorverton for being so
generous with their contributions to this very
worthy cause.  It was a great team effort and
although some of us (okay, Di, Penny and I)
found the training hard work we’re all extremely
proud to have completed the race.

Melissa Pearse
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John Uglow

[The following is a précis of the tribute at the
funeral service for John on 25th September]

After suffering a second stroke in October last
year, it is sad to report that John Uglow passed
away on 17 September 2007. He lived a long,
happy and successful li fe, full of interest and
achievement.

John was born in Thorverton in 1921. His home
was Bisley House in Bullen Street. John's father
was the local gunsmith who also built and sold a
range of motorcycles known as the "Pride of the
Exe". It is probably from his father that John
inherited his lifelong love of motor bikes and all
things technical.  John’s father died when he was
only 13 years old, leaving John, his sister Lorna
and mother to carry on the family business. It
was as a schoolboy, at Tiverton Middle School,
that John formed many of his life-long passions,
often going on flint-finding expeditions with the
local vicar's son, Thurston Shaw, which no doubt
kindled his love of archaeology.

Like a lot of boys of his generation, John joined
the army at the age of 17 years in 1938. He was
quickly promoted to Corporal and when war
broke out became one of the youngest Staff
Sergeants in the Army. He saw action in Algiers
and was posted to Salerno and Sorrento in Italy
during the Alli ed Invasion against Mussolini.
Being in the Engineers John was involved in
setting up base camps in forward positions - a
pretty dangerous occupation. His diaries for the
period reflect this, once moving up to join a unit
late at night, he arrived just after a bombardment
to find everyone had perished from a direct hit.
Luckily John survived unscathed and even
managed to build a motorbike from spare parts
while he was there. One of his favourite stories
was how he traded a ration of his whisky
allowance for an entire engine!

When John got back to Devon, in 1947, he took
a job working with Ron Edworthy and George
Matten in the local garage. George’s sister,
Barbara, was living at the garage so it was
inevitable that John and Barbara would catch
each other's eye. In 1950 they were married.

Within a few years Jack, Hilary and Paul arrived
on the scene and John became a family man.

It was during this time that John’s passion for
motorcycle racing flourished and he used to
attend trials with his family in the sidecar. On
reaching the venue John would remove sidecar
and family, take part in the event, reattach the
sidecar and travel home. John raced motorcycles
throughout his life, moving from solo trials
events onto sidecar grasstrack racing. Despite
putting together his machines on a shoestring his
natural talent for the sport gave him a great deal
of success. The last event which John competed
in was a veterans’ race at Gloucester when John -
who was eighty in that year - and his son Paul
competed for the final time.

In 1953 John left the garage to set up his own
electrical business. A big part of his business was
installi ng generator supplied milking parlours to
the outlying farms. This often meant getting
callouts at strange hours even on Christmas Day.
He also installed, maintained and fixed televisions
from the early days when they were a complete
novelty. John's weakness as a businessman was
that he was far too generous.  If he felt a
customer could not afford to pay, he often didn't
bother sending a bill . John never really retired
from the electrical business: he kept up with the
latest technology and was mending televisions
until into his late seventies.

John loved Thorverton and the surrounding
district. For 27 years he served on the Parish
Council including a spell as Chairman; he was a
founder member of the Thorverton History
Society and the Tiverton Archaeological Society;
he was a keen defender of local footpaths
ensuring they were kept open and passable for
the public long before the Right to Roam Act
was even heard of; and he provided sound
systems for many local events including TADS
productions, school sports days and the vill age
fairs. From the mid-1970s John took over the
publishing and monthly printing of the local
magazine, Focus, keeping this job for 30 years
until 2005 never missing a deadline!

John was a great supporter of the church
building: he rewired the entire structure providing
his own time free of charge, and in 1975 he and
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Ron Edworthy rebuilt the church carill on from a
heap of cogs and pulleys dating from the previous
century. Without any available plans, John and
Ron manufactured missing parts and reassembled
the mechanism which still plays a tune on the
bells at twelve.

Another passion in John's life was archaeology.
He was a well respected amateur archaeologist,
receiving an award from the Devon
Archaeological Society for outstanding work in
the field. He was particularly proud of his
discovery of a Roman vill a site near the common
at Thorverton.

John had a wicked sense of humour and thought
of Candid Camera long before the TV show. His
favourite trick was to tie a ten bob note to a
thread and snatch it away as someone tried to
pick it up. All on cine film of course! He was one
of those rare people who was truly content with
his life, and with so many varied interests he was
always busy.

He will be sadly missed by everyone who knew
him.

Thorverton Millennium Green Annual Report 2006-2007
The Green has had a successful if uneventful
year. It continues to be well used by many people
in the vill age and further afield. We are especially
pleased to see that the hard path is helpful for
young children in buggies and those in wheel
chairs. The Green has been registered as a
helicopter landing site for the Air Ambulance
since 2004 and the registration has recently been
updated. While we hope that it will not need to
be used it is reassuring that this access is
available in an emergency.

The trees and pollarded will ows (with the help of
Maggie Pollard) are now well established and are
growing apace. The flag irises, primroses and
cowslips all did well. There is always room for
more, especially natural yellow primroses, if
people are turning out their gardens. Please
contact Margaret Turner Warwick. The
blackberry crop also did well and in addition to
providing a happy occupation for families it
makes a fine habitat for wildlife. We intend to let
the brambles flourish. Ros Brimacombe has again
done great work keeping invasive weeds off the
wild flower area.

The mown paths encourage everyone to use the
whole green while taking the much publicised
exercise to keep fit and trim. We thank Hank
Jones and Richard Turner Warwick for all the
time they spend keeping the paths and flat play
area in such good order.

We have had one or two requests for
remembrance trees for vill agers who have died.

The Trustees believe that this is a good way of
helping the cohesion of our special community
and are always pleased to find ways of fitting
them into the overall plan. As far as possible we
believe people would like to see native species
rather than cultivated ones.

We are very grateful to dog owners who clear up
and keep the Green so clean. If anyone feels that
their dog is over-exuberant or assertive we do
ask them, for the safety of other dogs and people,
to keep them under control either on a lead or
with a muzzle. It is a pleasure to see dogs
socialising, but one or two antisocial dogs can
spoil things for everyone. While the public use
the Green at their own risk it is very important to
keep it as safe as possible.

Once again we are grateful to the users who have
made contributions to the maintenance of the
Green. These donations are very important to
help us cover our costs, and are greatly
appreciated.

We are trying to increase a list of volunteers who
are willi ng to undertake occasional special tasks
(e.g. weeding the wild flowers area, pruning and
strimming). Again, please do let us know (phone
number in Focus).

We hope that everyone will continue to enjoy the
Green as a happy and useful amenity for the
vill age.

MTW
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Thorverton Memorial Hall News

Fashion Show

The Hall Committee would like to thank Jane
King and her team of helpers for putting on such
a successful evening. I understand Jane has put
the results elsewhere in Focus but I am sure all
those who made the effort to come along had a
great evening and went home with some real
bargains. Thank you Jane for all your efforts on
behalf of the Hall and the two cancer charities
you were supporting.

Saturday Market & Big Breakfast

When the draw was made at the market Betty
Allen was the lucky winner of two of the three
prizes. When asked if it was her birthday she
replied “Not today but it is next week!” We hope
you had a lovely day and that you enjoyed your
prizes.

100 Club Draw Winner for October
£50 – No 3 Brian & Janet Goss

Draw Winners for October were:
Chicken Dinner Betty Allen
Fruit Box Mrs Richardson
Winter Planter Betty Allen

Christmas Bingo

The first of the four Christmas Bingo sessions
will be on Tuesday 27th November, eyes down at
7.30pm prompt. There will be plenty of festive
prizes available in the games and in the various
draws. You can try your luck out for a super
prize in the Special draw, a small prize in the
main draw, a bumper package in the Bingo 90 or
a lucky square in the Treasure Hunt. Why not
make it a date and come along to these fun
evenings. You never know, you could win your
Christmas Dinners and a host of other goodies!

100 Club

Jane King is once again collecting the subs  for
the 100 Club. If you are already a member please
let her have your £24 per number as soon as
possible. She will hold numbers until after the
December Market. If you do not want to renew
membership please let her know so that she can
sell that number to a new member. She is also
taking names of new members who would like to
join the club. You can find her at the Saturday
Markets in November and December, or through
any of the Trustees.

Christmas Tree lights

Well that time of the year is fast approaching
(yes, I’m talking about Christmas) and by the
time the next Focus is published the Pantomime
will be almost over and we will be turning on the
lights on the Vill age Tree on the Jubilee Green
and the Memorial Hall Tree.

The festivities on Sunday 2nd December will
commence at about 5.30pm on the Jubilee Green
though the time still has to be confirmed. We are
waiting to find out if Father Christmas can make
it at that time!

The fun will then continue to the Memorial Hall
gardens where, weather permitting, mince pies
and mulled wine will be served up in the gardens
and there will be some activities for the children.
For those of you who don’t like mulled wine
there will be a bar open during the event.

We hope to see you there. Please watch out for
posters nearer the date to confirm the time.

Reg.Charity No. 203776
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Notice Board

THORVERTON
MEMORIAL HALL

 SATURDAY MARKET

Saturday 10th November

 9.30 - 11.00am

Breakfast Bar, Books
Fruit & Veg, Plants
Bric-a-brac, Draw

100 Club Draw

Reg. Char ity No. 203778

THORVERTON
MEMORIAL HALL

CHRISTMAS BINGO

Tuesday 27th November

Eyes Down 7.30pm

Lots of prizes to be won.

Reg. Char ity No. 203778

Church Consort practice dates :
Thursdays at 7.45 p.m. in church
November 1st, 29th (Christmas I)
December 6th (II) 13th (III) 20th (IV)

Church Junior Consort practices:
Mondays, 3.30 p.m. in school (except Dec. 17th)
November 5th,19th
December 10th, 17th (in church)

Thorverton Arts Exchange

At Arts Exchange meetings we share our
enthusiasms for writing, music, painting, film,
craft etc. with one another.

Usually there is a theme to our choices, but
occasionally an individual member will take
responsibili ty for a whole evening.

The meetings take place in members’ homes at
8.00 p.m. The next meetings are:

Nov 15th Misunderstandings Ockero
Dec 5th Christmas Campion Cottage

New members are always welcome.
For further information contact

Claire Cousins at Cubberley House, The Berry
(860438)

The Baptist Church

Will be holding a Jumble Sale
At the W.I.Hall

On Saturday 3rd November
10-00am—12-00 midday

And 2-00pm--4-00pm
Clothes plus some nearly new

Household articles
Glassware

Children’s Clothes and Toys
Books etc:

Tea/coffee to help you browse.
This will be in aid of our new organ fund

Help: I am trying to get a bicycle to Sweden! Is
there anyone travelli ng that way by land/sea who
would be prepared to transport it? Or any
suggestions? Tel: Tina on 860434.

For Sale: Three-piece suite, Sanderson fabric, in
good condition. £100 ono. Buyer to collect.
Tel: 01392 851661.
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THORVERTON LINK UP

Voluntary car service to surgeries in Thorverton
and Silverton and Tiverton and Exeter Hospitals.

DRIVERS ARE URGENTLY NEEDED TO
TAKE THE ELDERLY AND DISABLED FOR
APPOINTMENTS.

Expenses for petrol can be claimed.

We need the support of local drivers or risk
losing the service.  Currently we have just four
drivers.

PLEASE CONTACT MRS VAL KING ON
841580 OR ME ON 860167.

Kit Cozens

Ladies Group

The November Meeting will be at Sue Batty’s
home at 27 The Glebe at 7.45pm on Thursday 8th

November when Elspeth will be doing something
for Christmas.
There will be no meeting in December owing to
several of the group being on holiday.
Bring the usual scissors and christmassy bits,
please.

Thorverton Parish Church

SERVICE OF LESSONS AND CAROLS

Sunday December 23rd at 5pm

Singers of all ages are invited to join the choir for
this traditional family service.  Come to the
church at 7.45pm (until 9pm) for choir practice
on Thursdays:

November 29th and
December 6th, 13th and 20th.

Practices for junior members of the choir (age
range 7-14 years, all welcome) in school from
3.30 to 4.30pm on Mondays:

November 19th, December 10th
And in church on December 17th.

Details from Mary Thomas (Tel: 860730)
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Thorverton WI

CHRISTMAS FAYRE

Saturday November 24th 10.00 to 11.30 am

At the WI Hut

Christmas Stalls
Cakes, Preserves, Christmas Goodies,
Homemade Cards, Books, Bric-a-Brac, Eggs,
Produce (if available).

Coffee with mince pies and cream.

THORVERTON SCHOOL PTFA AGM

The parent, teachers and friends of Thorverton
School

would like to invite you to the annual AGM of
the PTFA,

to be held on Wednesday 7th November
at 7.30pm in the Exeter Inn.

All welcome
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Friends Of Silverton/Thorverton Surger ies
Exe Valley Practice

Coffee mornings are normally held on the last
Thursday of each month at the LAMB INN

SHED in Silverton from 9.30 am to 11.30 am,
thanks to Alan & Jane Isaac.

If anyone would like to help raise money in any
way or just help at the coffee mornings (maybe

organise the draw or tombola etc.) please contact
Chris Walker on 01392 881501. Support at these

events would be greatly appreciated.

Our Thorverton branch held a coffee morning on
2nd May and raised £200 towards the cost of a
new defibrill ator. Thanks to all who supported

us.
Our next coffee morning is on 10 am -12 noon
Saturday 1st December  in the W.I. Hut in
Thorverton. We look forward to seeing you then.

Devon Diary
New service to advertise local events
Devon Diary is a new, simple to use, facili ty
which enables local community groups to
advertise events online for free - without needing
to know too much about the internet.

Devon Diary founder Elaine Elli ott explained:
"We would like to welcome any community
organisation to register with the Diary.  It is easy
to use and free for any non-commercial groups,
such as churches, schools and voluntary groups.
Already we have 350,000 people across the West
Country using the Diary, so it is a great way for
people to get events noticed without any cost.
The Diary really is becoming the one-stop shop
for local information."

To register with the Diary, or to find out more,
please log on at www.devondiary.co.uk
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Cider with Roadies

The canny amongst us took our apples, and pears
as well in my case, up to the Rec Ground for
presssing by the multi-tasking Common Players,
Adam Montegue, Matthew Rowland-Roberts and
Heidi Dorschler. I took up two buckets of fruit
and was astonished to gain fourteen litres of
juice, which was uniquely delicious. They will be
back next year with Pomona, their crusher, and
another fine performance as when the crushing
finishes the play begins although I was rather
horrified at the play which ended with Heidi
being squeezed and her blood drunk. She was Pip
the apple. Perhaps I'm just getting beyond
understanding these things!

The crew will be back next year, possibly for the
last time depending on funding, and I urge
anyone with spare apples to go up there. It is
wonderful to be able to drink your own apple
juice.

Jane Ristic

Missing Sponsor Form

Roughly two months ago, I went around
Thorverton collecting sponsors for a cycle ride
down to Land’s End in aid of a trip to Peru,
where we will be expected to do some
community work. I have completed the bike ride,
but, due to being extremely busy, I have not been
able to come round and collect the money.
Unfortunately, the sponsor form has gone
missing! So instead, I shall place a collecting tin
in the Post-Office and if you are still willi ng to
sponsor me, I would be very much obliged if you
would leave the money in there instead and I will
collect it.

Thank you very much.
Tim Colebrook

A Taste of Thorverton (Revived)
Blackberry Cake

This recipe is contributed by Sylv Gregory.

Grease the tin. Stew 6oz blackberries (other
fruits can be used) and 4oz sugar in no more than
1 tbsp of water. Leave to get cold. (If using
apples they must weigh 6oz after peeling &
coring)

In a bowl put: 4oz sugar, 4oz soft margarine, 4oz
self-raising flour, 2 eggs and1 tsp baking powder.

Using a hand mixer beat all ingredients together
for 2 mins to give a smooth light cake mixture.
Beat in another 4oz self-raising flour and the fruit
with its juices. Beat till smooth.

Place in a 2lb loaf tin & bake for approx 1¼
hours on Gas 4/5 in the centre of the oven.
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Womens' Institute

Mr Gavin Haig was the speaker at our meeting
on October 2nd. His topic was 'Trials and
Tribulations of being a surgeon’.

Having discounted wildflowers/life and history as
a career in his younger years, he challenged his
mind towards medicine.  Having achieved a place
in St Bartholomew's Hospital in London he spent
the following year studying Physics, Chemistry
and Biology. This was a very tough time, but it
was made worthwhile when he learnt that he was
one of twelve who had passed out of a class of
forty. He then spent another year and a half
studying for his second M.B. After successfully
passing this, three years were spent on the clinical
side.

There were different ranges to study and whilst
on a three-month stint in surgery he watched an
eight-hour liver by-pass operation, performed by
Mr Alan Hunt, who also concentrated on cancer
of the jaw. Mr Hunt was described as a
phenomenal surgeon. Following this experience
he informed his tutor he would like to take up
surgery. The response he received was one of
laughter and the words “you haven't got a
chance, only one in a hundred can do that” . Not
deterred, he later repeated the request only to
receive the same reply. Following the passing of
his finals to become a doctor this request was
repeated once more, and once more the answer
was the same. He then took an interest in
orthopaedics and finally his tutor agreed to give
him a chance. Although he found this a
marvellous experience his heart was still i n
surgery. His tutor once more laughed, but sent
him to Southend General Hospital to either make
or break him.

There he was the houseman to the surgeon
Donald Barlow. The surgeon could put a rigid
steel tube down his own throat, a fact that
amazed many. What they didn't know was that he
was also a sword swallower! From here he
moved to Birmingham Max Hospital, and whilst
working in casualty he saw a boy of seven who
had been crushed against a wall by a bulldozer.
The wonders and expertise of the medical world
were so great that the little boy was able to leave
with just a catheter for inconvenience. So great
was the pressure that Mr Haig worked eighty
hours, non-stop, per week. Following a time
spent in orthopaedics and surgery he then took
and passed the Royal College of Surgeons exam.

For a short while he worked with Mr Geofrey
Fisk and then moved back to St Bartholomew's
where he became senior registrar. Something he'd
been told he couldn't do. Here he was informed
he would be working with Mr George Quist.
What he wasn't told was that the said man was
like Sir Lancelot in disguise!

After a year he saw an advert for a surgeon in the
West Country. This was for Tiverton Hospital
and the rest, as they say, is history.

Pauline Roberts won the draw; Paddy Milford
won the vegetable character and Cynthia Sharples
won flower of the month.

Sylv Gregory

WI Macmillan Coffee Morning

I would like to thank everyone who donated
draw prizes, cakes and other items for my
Macmillan tea/coffee morning on Friday 28th
September. I would also like to thank those who
gave of their time to run stalls, sell and tear up
raffle tickets, work in the kitchen and tidy up
after the event. Last, but by no means least, I

would like to thank all of you who attended the
event. Everybody's support was greatly
appreciated and I am pleased to announce that in
an hour a total of £257.25 was raised for Cancer
Care! Once again thank you all very much.

Sylv Gregory
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Fashion Show

The Fashion Show of nearly new clothing from
my stall was held on Friday 5th October at the
Thorverton Memorial Hall and what a super
evening we all had.

Anji Hartnell-Todd was our compere for the
evening and a fine job she did especially as we
didn’ t have a lot of preparation time. We had nine
models and they were the stars of the show. Five
of the models were aged 14 & 15 and they all
amazed me and the audience by their enthusiasm
and eagerness to model clothes which in the main
were more suited to ladies in the 40 plus age
bracket. However they showed the clothes off
exceptionally well and listened to the helpers
regarding tips on modelli ng and together with the
other models produced an extremely professional
show for what was after all an amateur
production.

What a pity there were not more people in the
audience to support our models, especially the
younger ones who after all are the future. It is
good to see our younger members not only
joining in but enjoying themselves immensely. I
would like to thank all the models at this stage
but in particular, Chessie, Elli e, Lily, Jade &
Meg. Thank you girls, very much.

I would also like to express my gratitude to all
those who helped make the night a success (you
know who you are) by their help and work
behind the scenes with setting up, helping the

models with their many changes, running the
raffle, the cash desk and the bar.

I would like to thank everyone who came to see
the show and hope you are enjoying your
purchases. Also thank you for the many
wonderful comments received since but
particularly from Alice who told me she had
come for a fun evening thinking it would be a bit
of a laugh and was surprised and pleased at the
professionalism in the way it was put together.
She thoroughly enjoyed her evening and looks
forward to another show.

Unfortunately, for some of you, I have decided to
give up the ‘Nearly New’ stall as on a monthly
basis it has been hard work for very little return.
Plus I no longer have the room to store all the
items. However, I have been so pleased with the
success of the Fashion Show that I may try to
organise one for Spring 2008. Keep an eye on the
Focus for details next year.

Now for the financial bit …. The show raised a
grand total of £278.00 of which £71.40 is to be
shared between FORCE and Hospiscare, £101.00
is for the Thorverton Memorial Hall and the
balance goes to those of you who brought your
nearly new items to me for sale.

A final thank you to Jenny for donating a set of
her lovely jewellery as a raffle prize and for
helping out prior to the evening.

Jane King

Thorverton Youth AFC in action. Full
report on page 31.
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School Report
This half term has certainly been very busy.
Parents, staff, pupils and members of our
community joined together on Thursday 20th

September for our Harvest Festival. We raised
£45 towards our sponsorship of Fadila in Niger
and our harvest offerings were auctioned at the
Church Harvest Festival the following Sunday.
Thank you to all those who came to gave so
generously.

‘Thorverton Primary School is a good school!.
This was the judgement of Ofsted following their
inspection on September 27th. The inspectors
spent the day talking to pupils, staff and
governors, observing lesson and analysing data.
A full inspection report will be posted on the
school website in November.

Whilst the country waited for news of a possible
election the pupils of Thorverton Primary School
decided on their School Council representatives
for the year. Due to class organisation there are
two representatives for years 2 and 4.

Congratulations go to
Niamh Murphy – Year 6,
Mason Luffman – Year 5
Saoirse Healey –Year 4
Calum Gill ett –Year 4
Till y Thomas –Year 3
Kaitlyn Scott –Year 2
Madeline Baker – Year 1
Holly Browning – Reception

I would also like to congratulate all those pupils
who took the time and effort to run for office. It
was really inspiring to see that so many of our
pupils really care about what happens in their
school and are willi ng to make a difference.

October is International Walk to School month.
The aim of this is to promote the benefits of
walking. Pupils and parents are keeping a record
of when they walk to school and working
towards bronze .silver and gold awards. Keeping
fit is really important to us in school and pupils
have the opportunity to take part in a number of
sports clubs and events.

At the recent Crediton Area Primary Schools
Mixed Football and Netball Tournament our
netball team worked incredibly hard as a team
and succeeded in winning the netball trophy. Our
Year 3 and 4 football team defended their title as
reigning champions from last year and were once
again the proud winners of their competition.I
would like to thank all those who supported the
children on the day and in particular to thank the
netball coach Mrs Rendall for all her hard work.

Finally if you would like to join our community
assemblies on 30th November and 21st December
at 3.10 pm we would delighted to see you.

Denise Woodgate
Acting Headteacher

School website:
http://www.thorverton-ce-primary.devon.sch.uk/index.html

Poetry

Convolvulus Dawn
Tentative mists
Of approaching autumn
Rise from the earth's hollows,
As dawn blinks her eye;
Trumpeters salute the new day,
Riding high upon the crest
Of Buddleia's blue waves,
Weaving through the wattle fence,
Wandering up the will ow

Wantonly to wreath
Her weeping brow.
This twisting, tormenting,
Tenacious weed - loathed by gardeners,
Beautifies the morning,
Heralding the dawn.
White and pure,
Dew bejewelled;
In its hour of glory
Convolvulus is redeemed.

Doreen Beer
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The Exe Valley Film Society

Film, Camera, Action, "The Exe Valley Film Society" is about to open its doors for the very first time in
the Brampford Speke Vill age Hall.

Watch out for the exciting Christmas film, title still to be announced, that will be shown on Thursday, 13th

December as a taster of things to come. Enjoy the popcorn, bring a glass and your favourite tipple and sit
back to enjoy the film.

Membership per person will cost £24.00 a year and there will twelve films, each one showing on the third
Thursday of every month. The doors will open at 7.00pm and the film will commence at 7.45pm.
Members will be able to invite guests at £2.50 per guest and members children under 16 years of age will
be able to attend suitable films accompanied by an adult for £1.50 per child.
There will also be the occasional special matinee for member's children, the young at heart and their invited
guests.

At the launch you will be able to help us compile a list of films for 2008 from an extensive list of titles
available. For a preview of possible titles go to www.filmbank.co.uk

For further information please phone

Mary or Emma 840072   ~   Sue 841785    ~    Roger 841765

CHILDREN IN NEED CHRISTMAS SHOPPING
EVENING

Thursday 15TH November 6 – 10 pm  WI Hut
All proceeds of the following go to Children in Need – Raff le, Pudsey Sweepstake, Cake

Stall & Refreshments. All stallholders donate a percentage of takings on the night to
Children in Need.   This years stall s are:

FOUR O’CLOCK PRESERVES Taste of the West award winners, HAYLEYS
HANDMADE PRETTY THINGS from fairies to patchwork  & ballet bags to bunting,

THE TOY VI LLA GE traditional to modern toys something for all pockets & tastes,
SHOCKING PINK JEWELLE RY  costume jewellery also silver & gemstone orders

taken, BLACK CAT CARDS Cindy’s lovely handmade cards, MINI IQ  quali ty books for
children of all ages, CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS & cushions made by Sandra,

NINAS GLASS & DRIFTWOOD MOBILES original ideas for the home & garden,
QUALITY USED TOYS why not recycle & try these previously loved but looked after

toys &  WENDYS HANDMADE BAGS for day or evening

To donate a draw prize or cake please call Jen on 861154 or take to 17 Cleaves Close
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Parish Church Services and News

The Church of England

welcomes you!

NOVEMBER
SERVICES & INFORMATION
The Raddon Team Ministry & The Stoke Canon Benefice

NOVEMBER 1               All Saints’ Day

5 pm NEWTON ST CYRES Joint Service–Holy Communion (C)  RP

NOVEMBER 4         All Saints’ Sunday

8 am
9 am
9 am
10 am
10 am
10 am
11.15 am
3.30 pm
5 pm
6.30 pm

CADBURY
COWLEY
UPTON PYNE
HUXHAM
NEWTON ST CYRES
THORVERTON
REWE
BRAMPFORD
SPEKE
STOKE CANON
POLTIMORE

Holy Communion (BCP)  RP
Holy Communion (T)  JB
Holy Communion (T)  DD – please note time
Holy Communion (C) & Baptism  RP
Family Service–Holy Communion (C)  SM
Holy Communion (T) & Young Peop le’s Group   DD
Morning Prayer (BCP)  VQ & AB
Joint Service at the Baptist Chapel  RP – please note time
‘Service with a Smile’ at the Jubilee Hall
Evening Prayer (BCP)  DD

NOVEMBER 11      Trinity 23 & Remembrance Sunday
8 am
8 am
10 am
10 am
10 am
10.50 am
10.50 am
10.50 am
11 am &
11.15 am
6.30 pm

NEWTON ST CYRES
THORVERTON
POLTIMORE
STOKE CANON
THORVERTON
BRAMPFORD
SPEKE
NEWTON ST CYRES
UPTON PYNE
REWE
REWE
STOKE CANON

Holy Communion (BCP)  RP
Holy Communion (BCP)  DD
Holy Communion (C)  AS
Service for Remembrance Sunday  JC, CC
Service for Remembrance Sund ay   DD
Service for Remembrance Sunday  Lay-Led
Service for Remembrance Sunday  RP
Service for Remembrance Sunday  Lay-Led
Act of Remembrance at the War Memorial
Service for Remembrance Sunday  SS, JD
Ecumenical Jubilee Service at the Hall  Canon Mark Rylands, Exeter
Diocesan Missioner – everyone from all the parishes is very welcome

NOVEMBER 18                   Trinity 24
9 am
10 am
10 am
10 am
10 am
11.15 am
6.30 pm
6.30 pm

COWLEY
BRAMPFORD
SPEKE
NEWTON ST CYRES
REWE
THORVERTON
UPTON PYNE
CADBURY
HUXHAM

Holy Communion (T)  DD
‘Service with a Smile’ – for all ages  

�
 Team

Holy Communion (C)  RP
Group Service–Holy Communion (T) DD & Mr Jeremy Lawson, Speaker
Holy Communion (T)  CH (St Petrock’s Project, Exeter)
Holy Communion (T)  JB
Evening Prayer (BCP)  RP
Evening Prayer (BCP)  DD

Would you like a li ft to chur ch?

May we offer you a lift to the parish church or to a joint service elsewhere?  For transport to Sund ay services from
locations in Thorverton parish, please ring Steve Rendell on (01392) 860780.  To arrange a lift to the weekday Holy
Comm union  at Thorverton on the last Wednesday of the month, please ring Margaret Turner-Warwick on (01392)
861173
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NOVEMBER 25      Sunday next before Advent

8 am
9 am
10 am
10 am
10 am
10 am
11.15 am
11.15 am
5 pm

BRAMPFORD
SPEKE
UPTON PYNE
CADBURY
NEWTON ST CYRES
POLTIMORE
STOKE CANON
COWLEY
REWE
THORVERTON

Holy Communion (BCP)  DD
Holy Communion (T)  RP
Holy Communion (T)  RP
Holy Communion (T)  DD
Service of the Word  DB & GK
Holy Communion (C)  HW
Holy Communion (T)  JB
Holy Communion (C)  JM
Taizé Prayer  Youth Exchange – a quiet, meditative service

DECEMBER 2                  Advent 1

8 am
9 am
10 am
10 am
10 am
10 am
11.15 am
5 pm
6.30 pm
6.30 pm

CADBURY
COWLEY
HUXHAM
NEWTON ST CYRES
THORVERTON
UPTON PYNE
REWE
STOKE CANON
BRAMPFORD
SPEKE
POLTIMORE

Holy Communion (BCP)  DD
Holy Communion (T)  JB
Holy Communion (C)  RP
Family Service–Holy Communion (C)  SM
Holy Communion (T) & Young Peop le’s Group   DD
Service of Lessons & Carols for Advent  Lay-Led
Morning Prayer (BCP)  MJ & GS
‘Service with a Smile’ at the Jubilee Hall
Service of Lessons & Carols for Advent  RP
Service of Lessons & Carols for Advent  DD

DD  = The Rev Douglas Dettmer, Priest-in-Charge RP = The Rev Richard Potter, Associate Minister in the Raddon Team

JB = The Rev John Benton
BB = Mrs Bridget Boxall
DB = Mr David Boxall
AB = Mrs Annabel Branney
CC = Mr Chris Cook
FC = Preb Francis Coles

JC = Mrs Jane Cook
JD = The Rev Julian Dawes
GK = Mrs Gwynneth Keehner
JL = The Very Rev Joe Lister
SL = Mrs Sue Longridge
JM  = Prebendary John Mapson

DP  = Mr David Perrott
VQ = Mrs Valerie Quinn
SM = The Rev Sue Martin
VM = Mrs Val Mills
MJ = Mrs Maureen Owen-Jones
RO = Mr Richard van Oppen

JS = Mr John Sandford
GS = Mr Guy Sheppard
SS = The Rev Sue Sheppard
JS = The Rev Dr John Searle
AS = The Rev Alan Simmonds
KS = The Rev Ken Strachan

Family Services at Stoke Canon & Brampford Speke (‘Service with a Smile’) and Thorverton (‘At Your Service’) are led by lay teams

Fellowship Group s and Oppo rtunities for Learning
Everyone is welcome at any of our fellowship and study groups
SUNDAY.  Study Group at 9 Old Barn Close, Stoke Canon o r Berrydene, Exeter.  7.45 pm on third Sunday of the month.  Contact
Maureen Owen-Jones (01392) 841085

TUESDAY.  Home Group at 20 Silver Street, Thorverton.  Tuesdays at 8 pm:  alternates Bible study one week and prayer/fellowship the
next.  Feel free to come weekly or fortnightly.  Contact Liz Rendle (01392) 860780

WEDNESDAY.   Home Group at Low Orchard, Ratsloe, Poltimore.  7.45 pm on alternate Wednesdays.  Contact Jane Cook (01392)
841484

Wednesday Gathering.  7.45 pm on alternate Wednesdays.  For details and current venue, please contact Don Hanson (01392) 851295

THURSDAY.  Fellowship Group at Autumn Haze, Rewe.  7.30 pm first Thursday of the month.  Sue & Guy Sheppard (01392) 841284

AND BY ARRANGEMENT... ‘Jour ney int o Life’ Emmaus cou rse – exploring Christianity.  Enquiries invited.  Contact Douglas Dettmer
(01392) 860332

From the Parish Registers   To mid-October

Baptisms Elodie Jones (October 6 at Brampford Speke)

Funerals John Uglow (September 24 at Thorverton)
Vera Pitts (October 1 at Exeter Crematorium)
Joan Hackwell (October 5 at Exeter Crematorium)
Ann Price (October 10 at Poltimore)
Peter Spokes (October 12 at Exeter Crematorium)
Ida Bennett (October 15 at Exeter Crematorium)
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From the Rev. Douglas Dettmer, Priest-in-
Charge

As we grow up and begin to exercise adult
responsibili ties according to our particular
circumstances, one of the lessons we all learn is
the extent to which we depend on others.  For
the community to function effectively and indeed
at all, everyone has to be doing his or her job and
doing it with a reasonable degree of competence.
It simply is not possible for any of us to sustain
the fantasy that we can ‘keep ourselves to
ourselves’ and avoid reliance upon others – in
fact, upon others in vast numbers. We are all
interdependent.

Remembrance Sunday is one day in the year
when we bear solemnly in mind our dependence
on those for whom doing their job has involved
the surrender of their lives. Theologically, the
Christian tradition over centuries has for the most
part (though not entirely) understood ‘ the sword’
– in other words, the civil power which is
ultimately backed up by the sanction of violence
– to be an unavoidable consequence of sin.
Armies and police forces on this view are tragic
but necessary realities for the preservation of
order in society, to protect those who are weaker
from the evil designs of those who are stronger,
and to maintain the space of peace which is
essential for human flourishing.

The Judeo-Christian moral tradition which
underpins the ethics of Western societies has
emphasised the need for the exercise of ‘ the
sword’ to be limited by principles of justice, such
as those spelli ng out guidelines for a just war or,
in the civil realm, due process of law.  Where
those principles operate, a decision on the part of
those in authority to wage war (for example) is
rightly a matter of perhaps intense public debate
and soul-searching on the part of all.

But it is only some who have to bear the
responsibili ty of carrying out the decision on
behalf of everyone else. For them, that work will
involve risk of life and health for the sake of the
community as a whole. Some will be required to
lay down their lives.

For the rest of us, the willi ngness of our public
servants to undertake this work – not to mention
the cheerfulness and courage with which it is
characteristically done – cannot but prompt a
reciprocal commitment and responsibili ty, among
the first elements of which is simply the promise:
‘We will remember them.’

With best wishes,
Douglas

Baptist Church News
RECYCLE—This is a word we are all familiar
with, and God recycles too, not only the natural
world, he recycles experiences as well. Nothing
that happens in our lives need be wasted-there is
always something that God wants us to learn.

If we all ow him to, he can recycle our mistakes to
produce wisdom. He can recycle our sadness to
generate sympathy for others. He can recycle
good fortune to produce generosity. For the
Christian nothing that happens, good or bad, is
wasted. And so, after the catastrophe that the
Jewish people suffered when locusts destroyed
their harvest, God declares, ‘ I will repay you’.

Revisit some of the experiences of your past that
seemed a waste of time-people who seemed
important but with whom you have lost touch,

projects in which you invested energy, but which
came to nothing, experiences that left you
confused and questioning. In retrospect can you
see what God has taught you through them that
might be valuable to others?

BMS News—A new team record.
This is a record year for mission teams, according
to the Baptist Missionary Society World Mission,
with numbers of both teams and team members at
their highest level ever.

By the end of 2007 BMS will have sent 13
Church Teams, 6 Summer Teams, 9Action
Teams, 2 Medical Teams and 1 Extreme Latin
America Team to work with partners all across
the world. By December, an estimated 225
people will have been involved in the 26 teams-a
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significant increase on last year, which only
totalled 160 people.

Of the 13 Church Teams, 5 are BMS-facili tated
making use of their own contacts with overseas
Churches. They have also relied on BMS for
information, advice and training in best practise
for team mission.

BMS teams provide a great opportunity for
people to really experience overseas service while
still making it accessible to those who do not
necessarily feel called to long term service.

Thank you again to all who supported us over the
Harvest services, the final total that was sent to

‘Operation Agri’ for overseas work was £240-00,
which with the £60-00 sent previously made the
wonderful total of £300-00.

Please see elsewhere in Focus, details of our
Jumble Sale on November 3rd at the W.I.Hall,
starting at 10-00am to 12 noon, and 2-00pm to
4-00pm. Come and jumble, you never know what
you may find!

And a very warm welcome awaits you at any of
our services at 11-00am on Sunday mornings.

Phylli s Langdon,  Church Secretary

Thorverton Post Office and TCT Ltd
Many of you will have received a visit during
September asking you to sign a petition
(organised by Mel Stride: Conservative
Parliamentary Candidate) about saving rural post
offices.

In many ways our TCT Ltd membership is like a
petition which demonstrates the commitment of
many of us to retaining our local post office. Lots
of local people worked very hard back in 2000 to
re-establish it here and I am delighted to say that
we now have 109 members on our list who are
very anxious that this effort should not be
wasted.

Thank you to those of you who have joined us
recently. The subscription for this year is only £5
and helps towards keeping the business solvent
and therefore able to support the premises for the
post office here.

I have been asked more than once whether
joining TCT Ltd means that you actually have to
DO something for the Company! There are
members who are on the Council or who work or
volunteer to help in the portakabin, but just
buying newspapers, magazines and supporting
the post office regularly is all that is needed from
most of you.

Some of you stopped for a chat at the Sat Market
on Oct 13th and learned more about the services
available from Post Office Ltd. Some discovered

to their surprise that they could do their personal
banking, others that there are favourable savings
options to consider, good ideas for gift tokens
and sending money abroad for Christmas and
birthdays, and that many household bill s can still
be paid at the post office even though it may not
actually say so on the reverse of the bill ! (Do
ask).

Alli son Toogood our Subpostmistress, listed
many of these services in last month’s FOCUS as
you know. She also explained that our area is up
for review re. post office closures, in February
2008. There are many criteria being applied to
the decision-making process as those of you who
attended our recent AGM will know.

WE hope that we can make our case strongly by
demonstrating how much our post office is used
– an average of 120 customers each day was
recorded in June – and having a LARGE number
of you on our membership list would surely show
how determined Thorverton is to keep it going.

Please use the post office and TCT Ltd’s
newsagency/stationers for everything you can
think of and become a TCT member if you
haven’t already done so. (Forms available at the
portakabin and at the next Sat Market). ACT
NOW not when it’s TOO LATE.

Heather Kershaw
Company Secretary
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Golf Society Players of Thorverton
Since the last report in Focus we have had
several GSPOT competitions, the results being;

Sunday 26th August

Winner Ken Galvin

Runner up Scott Hasler

The “Donna - y” I did that trophy was awarded
to Andy French for a perfect air shot on the 9th

fairway, with his “rescue/shot saving” club.

There were 2  two’s, Ken Galvin and Geoff
Bulley both on the 7th, unfortunately for both of
them they only won £7 each, so finished up
losing out after buying the traditional rounds.

Friday 14th September

As this was John Mann’s birthday competition it
was played at Crediton Golf Club.

Joint Winners Bob Hyde and Russell Ball

The “Donna - y” I did that trophy was awarded
to Bob Hyde who had a sweet wrapper blown
out of his pocket straight into the hole as he was
about to put.

Sunday 23rd September

Winner  Phil Oram

Joint Runners up  David Harlow & John Mann

The “Donna - y” I did that trophy was awarded
to Phil Oram for “suspected handicap
protection” , by taking 3 puts from less than 3 feet
on the 8th green.

Friday 12th October

Joint Winners Geoff Bulley and Garth Pearce

The “Donna - y” I did that trophy was awarded
to Garth Pearce for on the 8th tee, taking his head
cover on to the tee leaving his club in his bag,
and then proceeding to lose the ball with a
wayward shot, and nearly do the same with a
provisional ball.

The dates for November are ;

Friday the 9h and Sunday the 25th

Anybody interested in joining us will be more
than welcome, just turn up at the Exeter Inn at
1.00pm lunch time on Friday, or 10 30 am. on
Sunday.

David Harlow

Exeter Inn G.Spots European
Tour

The French Connection
For the fist time in its short history the G.Spots
travelled abroad, France being the destination.
Four vehicles loaded to capacity with bags, balls
and people hit Plymouth for the overnight
crossing to Rosscoff and then onward to our base
in Benodet.

The weather was great. “The sun shines on the
righteous” so they say. Not too much time to
rest. Back into the cars and on to our first course.
All arrived safely. With the golf done, back to the

hotel, freshen up and out for a nice meal and a
couple of beers.

On this first night the green eyed god of jealousy
raised its head, when some guys found out that
Andy French was rooming with John Mann, so
our coordinator Russell Ball had a word with
John emphasising that Andy was a married man
with a wife and young family. We believe he took
note of this caution. But still a few concerns
arose, as he still called Andy “precious” .

Day 2 up early and out. Another 18 holes
beckoned. Again nice sunshine welcomed the
guys. All enjoyed, return to Benodet and again
out for a meal and some beers.
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Final day up very early as we had to play golf and
catch 4 pm ferry home.  We were only able to get
nine holes in, as time was against us. Before we
could blink we were all back on the ferry heading
home. All very tired after the exertions of the last
few days.

Finally through customs and back home in
torrential rain. 11.15 back in Thorverton.

Golf results:
Day 1 Golf d’Odet 18 holes
1st Bob Hyde 36 PTS
2nd Ken Galvin 33 PTS on count back
3rd Geoff Helli ngs 33 PTS

Day 2 Golf de Val Queven 18 holes
1st Bob Hyde 40 PTS
2nd Rob Flatt 34 PTS
3st Geoff Helli ngs 33 PTS

Day 3 Golf de Bres-Noise 9 holes
1st Bob Hyde 15 PTS
2nd Geoff Helli ngs 14 PTS
3rd  Gary Kilby 12 PTS
3rd John Mann 12 PTS
3rd Keith Roberts 12 PTS
3rd Andy French 12 PTS

Overall Positions
1st Bob Hyde 91 PTS
2nd Geoff Helli ngs 80 PTS
3rd Gary Kilby 75 PTS

Two’s competition: Only one over the 3 days
went to Russell Ball on Day 3. Well done Russ.
The only good thing that happened to him.

The feedback from everyone who went on tour
was it must happen again. All enjoyed the
experience. The resort of Benodet was beautiful
and the social side was second to none.
Everybody bonded well.

Now some special requests: First I have been
asked to give our grateful thanks to Russell Ball
who put the whole thing together: organised the
golf the accommodation and ferries etc. Plus lead
the golf andconvoy to the courses. Russ –
Thanks mate!

Also thanks to the drivers who took us there and
brought us back: Russell Ball, Mike Shelton, Rob
Flatt, Bob Hyde. Also thanks to Freddie Philli ps -
keep that sat Nav, Fred, it works! Saved
Russell’s blushes.

Again a reminder to anyone interested in our golf
society just give Dave Harlow a buzz on 860724
for any info required.
I personally would like to thank everyone for
putting Euros into the pot -  it was gratefully
received (suckers).
Kind regards
Bob Hyde

Famous sayings used over 3 days:
“Cor’ ,  hit that well. Shame I will never see it
again.” (Russell Ball)
“I never get too attached to my golf balls. I don’t
keep them long.” (R. Ball)
“How fast is Russell going now, … surely not.”
(John Mann)
“I hate giving money to you.” (Andy French)
“Why can’t you lose a ball li ke me.” (Andy
French)

Bob Hyde

Thorverton's War Memorial
In the Month of Remembrance
November 11th and Remembrance Sunday will
coincide this year. The names of the Fallen of the
two World Wars will once again be recited in the
church and the two-minute silence will again be
observed outside in front of the War Memorial on
which these names are inscribed.

But who were the Fallen? Can we repeat with
conviction that "We will remember them" if we

know nothing about people who died some
ninety and some sixty years ago now?

It has to be "people" here rather than simply
"men" or "men and boys" since one of the two
unusual (and possibly unique) things about the
Thorverton memorial is that it displays the name
of a woman. When the Devon County War
Memorial was dedicated by the then Prince of
Wales at the Cathedral Green in Exeter in 1921, a
parchment recording the service personnel on all
the separate parish memorials throughout the
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county was sealed within it. A duplicate copy of
the parchment is held at the Devon Record
Office. It shows the name, rank, affili ation, and
date and area of death of roughly 11,800 men and
of just one woman, Nurse Dorothy White, at
Thorverton.

The other unusual feature concerns the order in
which the names appear. Some parishes listed by
rank, on the grounds that it would be
inappropriate for a senior officer to be placed
below a junior officer, let alone a common
soldier, and others alphabetically, on the grounds
that all were equal in death. (Ottery St Mary is
said to have three separate rank-differentiated
tablets for "Officers", "Non-Commissioned
Officers" and "Men".) This was not a problem
here, though, in that the only officer kill ed was
Second lieutenant Beddow, who came first
alphabetically, and, as it happened, the senior
N.C.O., Sergeant Bishop, came second
alphabetically.

Those commemorated after the 1914-18 War
were:

-Second lieutenant Cecil Victor Beddow, aged
19, of the Devonshire Regiment, kill ed on 1 July
1916, the First Day of the Somme, and buried at
the Serre Road Cemetery No 2, near Albert. He
was a son of the vill age G.P., Dr Beddow, and an
Old Boy of Blundell's.

-Sergeant Willi am Bishop, of the Dragoon
Guards. No date of death was included on the
County parchment, but the closest match at the
Commonwealth War Graves Commission website
is Private Willi am James Edgar Bishop, aged 21
of the 6th Dragoon Guards, son of Mr Willi am
S.R.Bishop, of Pinhoe Road, Exeter, who was
kill ed on 31 October 1914. That would surely
make him the Willi am Bishop, born in January
1893 according to the School Admissions
Register, a son of Sergeant-Major Willi am
Bishop, who ran the Headquarters of the Royal
North Devon Yeomanry at Brookside, in Silver
Street, before the War. His brothers, Herbert and
Reginald, also served, but survived. He is one of
the nearly 55,000 missing in action soldiers
whose names are recorded on the Menin Gate at
Ypres in Belgium.

-Lance Corporal Willi am Henry Cann, aged 30,
of the Devonshire Regiment, kill ed on the same
First Day of the Somme, 1 July 1916, as Second
Liutenant Beddow. He is one of the over 70,000
British and Empire soldiers without known
graves commemorated on the massive Thiepval
Monument in France. He was the son of Harry
and Emma Cann and was a pupil at the School
from 1897 to 1899. His brother, Harry Cann, also
a Lance Corporal in the War, lived eighty years
longer, dying here in 1989, aged 97.

-Driver Harry Coren, aged 25, of the Royal Field
Artill ery, who died in Thorverton early in 1915,
whether from wounds, an accident or ill ness is
unknown. He was the son of Henry and Alice
Coren, attended the School from 1895 to 1902,
and was a brother of Tom Coren, who died in
1980.
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-Private Willi am Frederick Holsgrove, aged 18,
of the 2nd Battalion of the Devonshire Regiment,
who died in Salisbury in 1918 and was buried
under a standard war-grave tombstone in the
Churchyard. He lived with his parents at Alex and
Penny Fice's present house, Ivy Cottage, and
when he left the School in 1913 it was to take up
employment "to Mr Fice's", according to the
Admissions Register. Having first worked for one
of Alex's grandfathers, he later moved to Alex's
other grandfather, Mr Kelly, at Lynch.

-Private Wallace Jones, of the Royal Irish
Fusili ers, aged 18, kill ed in 1918. He was the son
of Wallace Jones who lived for several years in
Will ow Park lodge as gardener and manservant
to the White family from late in 1917. There is
nothing to show that Wallace, the son, ever came
to Thorverton; the Jones' absence from the 1901
census of England and Wales suggests that he
may have been born abroad, possibly when his
father was a serving soldier, and that there was
no more appropriate home parish in which to
commemorate him.

Richard Henry Knapman, a carter, and his wife
Emma, of Dandyland and later of Cann's Cottage,
Raddon, had twelve children who passed through
the School, nine boys and three girls. They lost
three of the sons in the War.

-Lance Corporal Herbert Knapman, of the
Devonshire Regiment, aged 19, was kill ed in
October 1914. His grave is in the Canadian
Cemetery No 2, at Neuvill e St Vaast, where
many remains from smaller cemeteries in both
France and Belgium were re-interred.

-James Knapman was a Private in the Royal
Marines light Infantry. He was one of over 500
men lost in May 1915 when H.M.S. Goliath blew
up in the Dardanelles after being torpedoed bya
small Turkish destroyer. When he entered the
School here in 1897, having previously been at
Bow, his birth year was given as 1889, so he
must have been 25 or 26 when he died.

-Private Willi am Knapman, of the Devonshire
Regiment, aged 25, was kill ed in France in
October 1916 less than a year after his marriage.
His grave is in the Grove Town Cemetery at
Meaulte in Picardy.

-Lance Corporal Frank langabeer, of the
Devonshire Regiment, aged 29, was the eldest
son of Willi am, a shepherd at Bidwell and later at
Raddon Court, and his wife Eliza. In an item on
his wedding to Anne Wood in June 1918, the
Western Times stated that having been in the 1st

Royal Devon Yeomanry before the War, he had
gone through the Galli poli campaign, then served
in Egypt and Palestine, and was now home on re-
engagement leave before going across to France.
Four months later, only a few weeks before the
Armistice, the same newspaper reported his death
in action: "He is highly spoken of in a
sympathetic letter which the relatives have
received from the Captain, who described
deceased as a very conscientious and cheerful
N.C.O."

-Private Willi am langabeer, also of the
Devonshire Regiment, was Frank's brother, at the
School from 1902 to 1910, and aged 19 when
kill ed in September 1915. His body was never
found; his name is recorded with those of 20,000
others on the loos Memorial in France.

-The third Langabeer, Private Richard Langabeer,
(though recorded as Ernest or Ernest Richard in
school and on his parents' gravestone), of the
Welsh Guards, was a cousin of Frank and
Willi am, and the son of Richard Langabeer and
his wife, Jane. Aged 20, he was kill ed two days
after Willi am, in the same Battle of Loos, and is
commemorated on the same memorial to the
missing at Loos.

-Private Willi am May, of the No 8
Supernumerary Company 2nd/5th Battalion of the
Devonshire Regiment, was by far the oldest
serviceman from the parish to have been a
casualty. He was baptised in Thorverton in 1866,
a son of Willi am May, the mason, and Emma, and
he was aged 49 when his death occurred at the
Mili tary Hospital in Falmouth in December 1915.
He was the grandfather of Mr Sam May and Mr
Arthur May.

-Private Richard Way, aged 20, of the
Devonshire Regiment, and his twin sister,
Dorothy, were children of John and Jane Way.
He left the School in 1911 "to work on Farm".
He was kill ed in October 1917 only a few weeks
after the early death of his father. He is
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commemorated on the Tyne Cot memorial in
Flanders as one of the thousands who went
missing in the Ypres Salient from August 1917
onwards.

-Dorothy Mary White, aged 21, was a daughter
of John Wand Jessie White, of Will ow Park. She
was a V.A.D. (a member of a Voluntary Aid
Detachment), when she died in hospital a few
months after enlisting as a nurse.

-Private (John) Ralph White, aged 23, of the
Devonshire Regiment, was a brother of Dorothy
White. After attending Blundell's, he broke off his
training as a chartered accountant to join up
during the War, and was about to be discharged
in January 1919 when he was struck down by
what a newspaper described as "spotted fever"
and died in the Mili tary Fever Hospital in
Whipton. According to the newspaper, "The
coffin was conveyed to the church at Thorverton
from Whipton on a R.F.A. gun-carriage drawn by
six black horses".

-Corporal Francis Frederick Yeandle, of the
Royal 1st Devon Yeomanry, as a pre-war
Volunteer, went into action early and was kill ed
in Galli poli in November 1915. He was a son of
the Yeandles who farmed Bidwell and spent
much of his boyhood in Thorverton. A postcard
sent by him in 1907 shows him (unfortunately
unidentified) in a group of schoolboys aged about
thirteen or fourteen with gowned and mortar-
boarded masters (perhaps at Queen Elizabeth's,
Crediton?), which suggests that he would have
been aged 21 or 22 when he died. His grave is in
the Lala Bala Cemetery in Turkey.

Plans to erect a memorial began to be made very
soon after the end of the War. An ad hoc
committee was set up, consisting of Messrs

E.J.Coombe, S.Fice, F.Kelly, E.Thomas, G.Way,
G.Milford, G.Short, H.Beedell, A.Sharland, W
.Sage, and C.Plucknett. There is no existing
written record of its meetings, but apparently the
initial intention was to place the memorial in the
middle of the Berry, a plan which the Tiverton
Rural District Council sensibly vetoed. The next
proposal, fortunately preserved in a newspaper of
May 1919, was "That a suitable memorial be
erected on a spot, selected near the entrance
inside the churchyard", and this was clearly the
course adopted. Because the site was within the
boundaries of the church, the Vicar and the two
churchwardens were added to the committee,
these being Rev. J.H.Shaw, who had served as an
army padre, and Messrs J. W .White and F.
Yeandle, both of whom had lost children in the
conflict. The Baptist Pastor, Mr H.C.Bailey, had
also seen war service in some form, and he, too,
joined the committee. Subscriptions were
collected, for this was an entirely voluntary
scheme, and Messrs Fewings and Sons, of
Tiverton, monumental masons, were
commissioned to produce the memorial. It is not
known how much it cost, though given that
individual headstones in the CWCG cemeteries
warld-widel even with intricate regimental crests,
were made for under £4 each, £200 might have
covered it. Nor is it known when it was
dedicated, although that is likely to have been on
November 11th, 1919, the first national Armistice
Day and the occasion of the first observation of
the two-minute silence.

After its formation in October 1921, the
Thorverton branch of the British Legion took
over the organization of Armistice Day activities,
yet because pre-existing memorials such as
Thorverton's had been paid for by public
subscription, "Headquarters II of the now Royal
British Legion classifies their upkeep by local
branches as an improper use of funds. Instead,
labour and materials have been provided
voluntarily by members here as and when
necessary.

Five names were added to the memorial after the
1939-45 War. In the absence of more modern
data in the accessible parish archives, less is
known about these men than of those of 1914-18.
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-Trooper F .A. Andrews, an uncle of Mr Jack
Andrews, a regular soldier, was kill ed in the
Western Desert. The School Admissions Register
shows that his father, Willi am, brought the family
to Thorverton from Withleigh in 1918, and that
he was born in 1913.

-Lieutenant (Edwin) Harry Coombe, aged 26, of
the 1st Battalion of the Devonshire Regiment,
died in hospital in Burma in 1944 and was buried
at the Imphal War Cemetery. He was the son of
Edwin Joseph and Margery Coombe of The Mill .
It was they who were largely responsible for
funding the conversion of the former Thorverton
and Cadbury Conservative Club into the
Thorverton Memorial Hall, in memory of Harry
and others who died in the forces.

-Midshipman Andrew Aird Crooks, aged 19, was
kill ed while serving on H.M.S.Sanders in August
1943 and is buried in the Fayid War Cemetery in
Libya. He was the son of a couple who lived in
the parish for only a short time in the 1940s.

-Willi am Louis Dart, aged 40, was a Boatswain, a
regular in the Royal Navy. He was the son of

Willi am Briton Dart, the vill age mason, and his
wife Jenny. He was at the School quite briefly
from the ages of three to five, when the family
moved away again for some years, perhaps to
Switzerland, his mother's native country, before
returning once more to Thorverton. He died
while on leave here from H.M.S. Duke of York
in 1944.

-Trooper Alfred Fry, aged 21, of the Royal Tank
Regiment, was the son of Frederick and Mary
Jane, who lived in Church Lane, right by the
Memorial. His death was in North Africa in June
1942, and his name is one of those on the
Alamein Memorial.

No fresh names have been added for over fifty
years, thank Heaven.

Ian Stoyle

P.S. My grateful thanks to the person who found
my spectacles in Bullen Street on Wednesday,
Oct 10th, and left them on top of a litter-bin for
later retrieval.

Thorverton & District History Society

Ian Stoyle opened our September meeting by
recalli ng the recent deaths of members, paying
particular tribute to founder members Athos
Angus and John Uglow for their hard work and
dedication to the society and local history.

THE THAI MONARCHY
We were delighted to welcome Merin Waite for
his ill ustrated talk entitled The Thai Monarchy
and England.

He has worked in Thailand for several years, and
it was clear from the outset that he has fallen in
love with the country, its people and customs.

Thailand has a population similar to the UK’s,
but the territory covers roughly twice the area.
The North has huge mountains populated by
tribal people of great artistic talent including
skill ed silversmiths. The South is an area of
beautiful islands and is predominantly Muslim.

The West has a long, and at times troublesome,
border with Burma, is deeply forested, sparsely
populated but has a wealth of wild life, including
tigers, bears, elephants and colourful birds. The
Eastern plateau borders Laos and is known for
rice growing and silk. The Central area includes
bustling polluted Bangkok, which a hundred or
so years ago would have resembled Venice, with
its many canals.

Thailand has never been colonised, though the
French sent a gunboat as far as Bangkok in 1893.
Since the 1930’s it has been a constitutional
monarchy subject to the familiar pressures of big
business and Dynasties. The country enjoys an
enduring close relationship with Britain and a
monument of Queen Victoria still stands outside
the British Embassy, as a symbol of fertili ty!

During WW2 the Americans built thousands of
miles of roads, while more recently the Vietnam
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War brought economic prosperity, but also a
great number of refugees.
Whilst most Thais migrated into Northern
Thailand from China in 10th – 12th century,
Bangkok has a high proportion of more recent
rich Chinese arrivals.

Some resent their predominance in business, but
they provide valued employment in an otherwise
low paid predominantly agricultural economy.

The reign of Rama IV, known as King Mongkut,
a great reformer of the 19th century was depicted,
some claim inaccurately, in the film The King & I .

The present King Bhumipol Adulyadej Chakri,
succeeded his Brother, who was mysteriously
found shot dead in bed, in 1946.

He is the longest reigning monarch in the world
and has become the most loved and revered of

Thai monarchs, his portrait hanging from the
highest position in most Thai homes.

The Thais are a very spiritual nation and 95% are
Buddhist. Young men normally go into a
monastery for a period from a few months to a
few years as part of their education and
development.

When a parcel of land is built upon an ornate
Spirit House is immediately erected at the front
to provide a home for the displaced spirits, and
people will pause in deference when passing, and
often make offerings of food and flowers.

Buddhism, and the prospect of a better life in the
world to come, coupled with a high regard for
the Monarchy, helps to unify this country of great
contrasts.

Barr ie Philli ps

The Exe Valley Tea Shop
Chapel Road, Brampford Speke, Tel: 841785

October was a busy month, the Monday and
Wednesday roast dinners are growing in
popularity so by popular request we are now
doing Sunday lunches as well, but only if booked
in advance. A main meal, dessert and tea or
coffee costs £5.50 for adults and £3.50 for
primary age children.

We are still taking bookings for the November
and December Candlelight Suppers and will
consider other dates for parties of ten or over,
special diets can be catered for and there is
always a vegetarian choice.

The Tea Shop opens at 12pm on Monday,
Wednesday, Saturday and Sunday and from 3pm
on Friday.  Closing days are Tuesday and
Thursday.

Don’t forget that we stock emergency groceries
for the times when you have arrived home
without a bottle of milk or a packet of biscuits.
The Gift Shop now has a selection of Christmas
cards, wrapping paper, decorations and locally
made Christmas baskets.

We look forward to welcoming you to The Exe
Valley Tea Shop

Sue
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Focus On….Margery Hawkings

I originally asked Miss Hawkings if it would be possible to interview her for Focus some two years ago.
Her reply was that she thought she was perhaps not yet old enough for such an accolade and that I should
wait until she was ninety! I am now delighted to be able to report that Margery celebrated her ninetieth
birthday on 4 October and that she has kindly agreed to share some of her memories with Focus readers.

Margery was born at Dulford House Farm, Kentisbeare in 1917 but moved to Ashley Farm, Thorverton
with her parents Charles and Edith and her two brothers Hubert and Cyril in 1920, just after the Way
family moved to Fair Oak. Her brother Laurie was born at Ashley in 1923 and her sister Gwen in 1927.
Ashley was a mixed farm and the old thatched farmhouse was still standing at that time.  However, the
Church Commissioners pulled this building down rather than repair it and the present farmhouse was
erected on a slightly different site to the old.

Ashley Farmhouse in 1939

All the Hawkings children attended Thorverton School.  Margery remembers her first day “as though it
were yesterday” !  She walked half way with her two elder brothers and then decided she’d gone far
enough, turned around and walked back home again!  Laura Kemp, a local girl, who was busy doing the
washing when she arrived back at Ashley commented “I thought you were going to school?” to no avail
and for a while thereafter Margery was accompanied by an adult on the school journey.  Miss Vinnicombe
taught the infants’ class at that time and Miss Havell the class above.  Mr Martin was the headmaster until
Margery was 10 years old when Mr Gill (who married Miss Havell) took over this position.

Margery recalls how, from the age of ten, she would take dishes of cream (scalded beforehand in the
farmhouse) down to the Plucknett’s dairy in the vill age. She would then cycle home, have breakfast and
then cycle on to school.  Margery had purchased this Raleigh bicycle for £2 by saving a shilli ng a week at
the post office.  The bicycle saw a great deal of use, and lasted until war-time, when Margery decided to
advertise it in a local newspaper and managed to sell i t for twice what she’d paid for it!
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Charles Hawkings and W. Davis       Charles Hawking and Colonel Saunders threshing
corn at Ashley Farm       in front of the old barns in 1930.

Margery was very happy at school but due to her mother’s ill health (she had been diagnosed with multiple
sclerosis in 1929) she was needed to help out at home and the school authorities allowed her to leave
school six months before her fourteenth birthday.  As the eldest girl, Margery then spent much of her time
looking after the family.  She felt no sense of isolation however as many friends of the family and visitors
called in at the farm on a regular basis, often being invited to share meals. Unfortunately, despite the care
of the local doctor, Dr Bunbury who called in twice a week, the district nurse and specialists as required,
Mrs Hawkings died in 1936 at the young age of 46.  Margery nonetheless has happy memories of her early
years, describing her parents as “wonderful” .

       

Gwen Hawkings, Lucy Pearcey (Chitterley Shire horses at Ashley in 1940 - Gypsy,
Farm) and Margery Hawkings Prince and Dolly

Margery was a founder member of the Newton St Cyres Young Farmers which started up largely due to
the efforts of Mr Harry Beedell who at that time farmed at Ratcliffe.  It was through this organisation that
Margery extended her social li fe and got to know a great many people from all over the county.  About a
dozen club members, including Margery, would meet up together and cycle, for example, to Blundells
School to attend dances which sometimes (provided the band was willi ng to play on) carried on until 2
a.m!  The youngsters would think nothing of then cycling back to their various homes ready to get up
again just a few hours later.  Margery and her father would also attend card parties at Yellowford Farm,
Lynch Farm, Court Barton or at Ashley and the game of nap was often played.  Whist drives were also a
popular form of entertainment, especially in winter evenings.  Mr Hawkings was also a keen shot and both
before and during the war would hold shooting parties at Ashley.
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Margery helped out with farm work in the war years as labour was short and her brother Laurie was in the
forces.  She was of course in any case required to ensure that all the workmen were well fed and in busy
periods, such as threshing time, and well remembers cycling to fields nearly a mile away with a bucket of
tea on one side of the bike and food on the other.

Margery has very kindly drawn a map of Thorverton showing all the shops and businesses in around 1924
to 1930 and it is apparent that the vill age was virtually self-suff icient with a doctor, a dentist (Mr Wadman
visited twice a week), several grocers and bakers, a butcher, a blacksmith, a tailor, a hairdresser, a shoe
and boot shop, two shoe repairers, a gunsmith, the Plucknett’s Dairy, a milk retailer, a wheelwright, three
pubs, a police house and a post office!  Visits to Exeter were therefore relatively unnecessary although
Margery and her father would travel in by horse and trap to attend the cattle market in Bonhay Road,
stabling the horse at the Crown and Sceptre.  Margery would also meet up with friends and do some
shopping and in later years drove in by car.

Margery’s father donated an ancient wooden plough, hay wagon, a three-wheeled butt (used to pick up
stones) and the plough that was blessed at Exeter Cathedral on Plough Sundays to the Tiverton Museum.
After the war, the Church Commissioners sold off a number of farms so Mr Hawkings was able to
purchase the property.  He continued farming with the help of his children until he sadly passed away in
1967.  Ashley was sold in 1968 and Margery and her brother Hubert (who died in 2003) came to live in
Dinneford Street where Margery has remained ever since.

Thank you, Margery.
Jane Lane

Thorverton AFC Youth

Saturday 6th October.
Thorverton played both central teams. First up
were Central City and at half time the score was
1-0 in favour of the Thors through great link up
play between the front two with Charlie Sinclair
getting the final touch. Second half and central
came back fighting but with Sam Talbot making
some great saves and a trademark free kick goal
form Ben Harget, it was not quite enough for the
central team and Thorverton came out victors
again 2-0. Next up were Central United and
Thorverton as usual when they warm up went on
to score some great goals with Bailey Carbines
netting two also to score were Jack Thomas,
Jacob Tandy and another for Ben Harget leaving
poor old United 5-0 down. Another good
weekend for the Thors who look to be a strong
side again this season although still early on in the
season with only four games played.

Saturday 20th October
Thorverton faced who they believed would be
one of their tougher opponents this season
Crediton Saints A and B sides. First up was the A

team the Thors started off strongly keeping
possession and working well as a team with
Crediton having to defend strongly which worked
well until just before the half time whistle when a
great strike from Calum Gill et put the Thors
ahead. The second half was again dominated by
the Thors with Joe Boddington scoring his first
goal from a great corner kick Bailey Carbines
scored twice to give the Thors a well deserved 4-
0 victory.

But it was the second game against the B team
which caused the Thors the most problems with
some great play by the Crediton B team who had
a lot of the possession and a few shots on target.
But it was on form Carbines who broke the
deadlock in the first half with a typical strikers
goal. The second half was very tight and Credtion
looked close to scoring but it was Jacob Tandy
for the Thors who upset the Saints with his
second goal this season. Credit goes to Crediton
B team who played some great football and were
unlucky not to get any goals. The Thors continue
unbeaten and are also yet to concede a goal.

Natasha Carbines
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Greetings to all @ A B C D customers

This month we’d like to tempt you with some of
our new lines, and also with some thoughts
about Christmas.

• A E F G H E I G J G K L J M N O G K (a red and

green theme as it happens):

spiced berry cordial − lovely hot, like a non-
alcoholic mulled wine (but also good with
a drop or two of brandy)

cranberry fizz − a refreshing drink in a can

tomato juice − in a wine-sized bottle, keeps
well in the fridge once opened

pistachio halva − and also vanilla

apple/mango juice − fairly traded

roast pumpkin/sunflower seed and soya

snacks − very morish but good for you

cranberry sauce − or use our dried
cranberries to make your own

pear and apple spread –  gorgeous on toast
(no butter needed), very useful in adding a
little sweetness to tomato or spicy meat
dishes

lime pickle − a mild version

dates − not red or green, and not a really a
treat at only 59p for 250g, but so good that
we needed to tell you about them!

• P O Q R N H I Q L R R E H E O G J N H G N R S N M R N H G T
cough mixtures − ticklish or chesty,  for adults

and children
flu mixtures and decongestants

face flannels, toothbrushes …

• B H Q E H L O U V O N G W X J G R N H Y K H L J G M I J T
don’t forget we take special orders.

Meat, sausages, bacon, ham …               are
delivered at least once a week.
Milk, cream, bread …
are delivered everyday.
Our wholefood order, e.g. dried fruit, juice is
delivered about every 8 weeks.
Other items arrive at least once a week.

• Z L O I [ [ \ V K X U E G K I O ] J G N N X H ^ N [ X O G E E H J T
if you’d like to join them, perhaps as a
delivery person to those who can’t get to us,
or as an emergency cover person, do come
and talk about what’s involved.

Best wishes, Stephen Toogood

Continuing the Christmas theme:

Why not use our excellent, good-value dried fruit
for cakes, puddings and mincemeat this year?
Recipes and all ingredients (except the alcoholic
ones) are available in the shop, but here’s the
recipe you need for Stir−up Sunday (25

th

November)._ ` a b c d e f c g h i i b j k a l m b g l n o f a k l p q
50g each of plain flour and shredded suet
100g breadcrumbs
100g sugar (soft brown, or muscovado for darkness)
½ tsp each of nutmeg, cinnamon, mixed spice
200g each of raisins and sultanas
100g currants
50g each of candied peel, glacé cherries, almonds
1 tbsp treacle (optional)
1 large grated carrot
grated rind and juice of a lemon and an orange
2 beaten eggs
about 100 ml brown ale (or milk)
glass of brandy (or more brown ale/milk)

Grease a large pudding basin. Mix all dry ingredients in
a large bowl. Add the grated carrot, treacle (for a
darker pudding), orange/lemon rind and juice, beaten
eggs and brandy (optional). Stir in enough brown ale
or milk to give the mixture a soft dropping consistency.
We like to cover the bowl with a tea-towel, leave it
overnight in a cool place and add a bit more liquor
before cooking it. Fill the basin to within 2 cm of the
top and cover with greaseproof paper, then foil.
Boil/steam it gently in plenty of water in a large pan for
at least 6 hours. Re-cover it with dry paper and foil
ready to cook again on Christmas Day for several more
hours.

Traidcraft Christmas cards, advent calendars,

fairly traded gifts …

Allison will be taking orders for cards and gifts at
the shop this year. Do remember to ask for your
order form soon. There is a sample pack of each
of the cards on display and catalogues available
for other items, or you can see everything on the
Traidcraft website: www.traidcraft.co.uk. Ordering
through the ‘Not’ shop, you pay the catalogue
prices but save the postage.
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TARTS news

Thorverton Amblers Ramblers and
Trampers

Saturday 20th October:
Trenchford and Tott iford reservoirs:

Six TARTS and Jake enjoyed a walk around the
two reservoirs and the surrounding woodland
where we were treated to some gorgeous
autumnal colour. We decided against a pub lunch
on the grounds it involved a steep climb back up
again! (and the weather was dry), and opted for a
picnic from where we had good views across to
the moor.

Forthcoming dates:

Saturday 3rd November: Long walk led by Ray at
Heddon Valley on Exmoor, only 6 ½ miles but
quite hill y in places. Lunch at The Hunters Inn.
Meet at The Bell at 09.30.

Saturday 17th November: Short walk led by
Simon and Mary, meet at The Bell at 09.30

Saturday 15th December: TARTS Christmas
walk, yet to be decided but will be shortish and
fairly local. Meet at The Bell as usual but start
time to be arranged.

T.A.R.T.S. weekday walks:

• local short walks (3 - 4 miles)
• regular exercise in pleasant company
• dogs welcome
• meet promptly opposite The Bell Inn

Thorverton

On September 25th, seven Tarts went on a very
local 'John Uglow Memories Walk'. We went up
to North Down Chapel where John played the

organ as a young man. He would ride up there in
the vicar's car whilst other vill agers walked from
Thorverton! It has now been redeveloped as a
private residence - very nice spot. On the way
back, we popped over to Overlands which many
of you know well. This is one of the places
locally where John found many flints and also
evidence of Roman settlement. Then some of us
went on to the church in the afternoon to pay our
respects to John and hear special tributes in
words and music.

October 10th found three Tarts and Kerry
walking near Posbury on lanes and green lanes -
what fantastic views and a beautiful church to
admire. We then explored the Crediton Station
Teashop, highly recommended for cakes, snacks
and wonderful photographs and railway
memorabili a.

Open Mon - Fri 9.00 - 4.00 and Sat 9.00 - 3.00.
Please join us soon. We walk sometimes two
miles, sometimes three or four, usually fairly
locally.

If you'd like to lead us on your favourite walk
then please contact Heather 860419 (or Jean or
Caroline).

Caroline Prince

Review: The Good Time Girls

Thorverton Memorial Hall
Nicola Howard as Mitzi Maybe and Lily Neal as
Sally Scrumptious - comprising the Good Time
Girls - entertained a disappointingly small
audience at the Memorial Hall on 6th October.
Nicola went through an impressive range of
songs including songs by Gershwin, Bart and
Sondheim. She presented them with enthusiasm
and polish. Lily's poems were interspersed to give
another dimension, making us laugh. All in all, it
was a very enjoyable evening. The Good Time
Girls promise to return next summer. I hope that
they will get a far bigger audience as their good
name spreads.
(See picture on page 36)
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Nature Notes
Caterpillars
Last month I ended my article on 20 September
with a sighting on the hedge of another privet
hawk-moth caterpill ar. By the next afternoon it
had gone only to appear the next day spending
the whole of that afternoon crawling around the
edge of the conservatory and attempting to
burrow. As I said last month, the soil between the
brick paving is very shallow and after a complete
submergence it reappeared, obviously not happy
with the depth of cover. It then made several
attempts under the lip of the doorstep. The next
morning I found the caterpill ar resting on the
conservatory wall and later once again burrowing
under the lip of the step. I last saw it on 24
September wandering back and forth along the
base of the house wall, by now its bright green
colour has become dull and the length of its back
is turning a shade of brown.

June Lee had a large green caterpill ar on the wall
of her house. Also after blackberry picking June
had a caterpill ar fall out from her hair. When the
caterpill ar arched it showed a distinctive red
banding.

I found a caterpill ar eating a leaf of a weeping fig
(not yet brought indoors for the winter). The
caterpill ar had a light brown head, grey body with
a white stripe each side from head to tail and tufts
of light brown hair. Do you know what species it
could be?

Other Invertebrates
On 27 September I saw a pair of bumble bees
mating. The same day Jane Lane walking along
Dinneford Street came across a Humming-bird
hawk- moth sipping nectar from Valerian florets.

While walking in Court Barton lane Shirley
Hoole saw a large slug that had some green
colouration. Of the 23 British slug species the
description fits the Yellow slug that has a distinct
greenish or yellowish tinge.

My daughter Rowie and friend Thomas found a
Southern Hawker dragonfly laying eggs in
clumps of moss.

Mysterious Bird
On 29 September the Thorverton Exeter Chiefs
supporters were waiting for the teams to come on
the pitch at Sandy Park. Pete Marshall and my
husband Jeff noticed an unusual bird continuously
doing a running and stopping action on the pitch.
It was described as thrush like, russet brown with
a distinctive white area on its tail visible when it
took off. It took no notice of the crowd or even
the Bedford Blues as they ran onto the pitch. The
bird only feared for its feathers when fifteen
Chiefs ran into their half of the pitch. We think it
may have been a species of Wheatear but do you
have any suggestions?

Grass Snake
On 9 October Michael Ayre brought me a dead
baby grass snake he found in the Rec. I did not
understand why there should be one about this
time of year.

I looked up various articles on the life cycle of
the grass snake and now realise that baby grass
snakes hatch out of their eggs in August and
September. Grass snakes hibernate from October
to March. This probably explains why the baby
grass snakes were found in mid/end of May this
year, having emerged from hibernation, and not
as I had thought from hatching early.

Last month I mentioned that Dave Batty thought
one of the snakes seen in the field next to his
garden was a smooth snake due to its colour. But
again through further investigation in reference
books it was either a grass snake with a variation
in colour or in some elderly female grass snakes
the cream neck ring is missing.

Grass snakes are widespread in England and
Wales, but have become increasingly scarce in
recent years. We seem to have a good population
around the vill age. Grass snakes favour wet
places whereas Adder and Smooth snake prefer a
dry habitat. All three species are protected by
law.

Jenny Garne
2 Lower Poole, Raddon, tel 860875
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November in the Garden
The good old English weather is carrying on
being as unpredictable as ever, and as I write this
in mid-October we are already getting the
probabili ty of frost - something we have not seen
as early as this for several years. It looks as
though the coming weekend will pass in a flurry
of getting vulnerable plants into the greenhouse
as soon as possible.

My outdoor tomatoes are still fairly blight-free at
present, but I think I shall have to take off the
remaining trusses of fruit and put them in a warm
place to finish ripening, so that I can move some
more delicate things into the sheltered south-
facing wall space tor the next five or six months.
The spraying with Bordeaux Mixture over the
last few months seems to have paid off, as the
wretched blight didn't manage to get a hold on
the plants - the next hurdle will be to see if the
fruit will ripen without succumbing.

So, I must now take out all the greenhouse
tomato plants, to make way for the winter
staging to go in to take all the tender plants I
want to move in from outside… and so it goes
on. General post for the foreseeable future!

It has certainly been a season of very mixed
fortunes in the garden. The courgettes have done
very little -normally I get a real glut of them, but
this year, although there was masses of flower,
they simply did not set, even though I tried hand-
polli nating quite a few. I was growing a different
type this year - different coloured round-fruited
varieties, but I had barely a dozen fruits from four
plants. On the other hand, the salad bowl type
lettuce did extremely well, and I went on picking
plenty of leaves as I needed them for several
weeks.

Up to now I have been picking a few late
Autumn Bliss raspberries - this really is a variety
worth having, to extend the soft fruit season late
into the year - not as sweet as the warm weather
ones, but very welcome. This is the variety that
should be cut down to ground level in February,
but if you leave a few of the fruited canes, just

taking off the top bit that has borne fruit. already,
you can get an early summer crop off these, but
cut them away as soon as they finish. The new
canes will then give their normal crop later in the
year. Two crops for the price of one can't be bad!
I do not do this all the time - I do half the row
one year, and the other half the following year,
which I do not think puts too much strain on the
plants.

I hate to mention it yet, but if you want some
holly berries for the coming festive season, and
the birds are starting to strip them, pick what you
think you will need, and stand the branches in a
bucket of water in a cool place, and it should last
until i t is wanted. Put fleece over it if the birds
still have a go at it. It may shed a lot of the
leaves, but it is easy to mix the berried bits in
with leafy bits to get a good show.

This is the best month for planting tulip bulbs,
also lil y bulbs - it is a good idea to plant the latter
on a handful of sharp grit in the bottom of the
planting hole, to prevent the winter wet from
rotting the bulbs.

Clear away fallen leaves as they come down,
especially from the lawn and paths, as they can
become very slippery (don't forget drain covers
and gutters, too), but do not worry about those
on beds and borders except where they are
covering the base of things that might rot -
succulents and grey leaved plants particularly.

PLANT OF THE MONTH.
CALLICARPA var: GIRALDII 'PROFUSION' .
Beauty Berry.
This is a lovely small shrub for the winter, with
hazel-like leaves, fairly insignificant whitish
flowers in summer, but clusters of very unusual
violet berries up the stems in late autumn and
early winter. They do not seem to be very
attractive to birds, so they last a fair time, and
there is a bonus of yellow autumn leaves before
they drop. It is well worth having.

P.B.
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Sudoku

Simply fill i n the missing numbers. Each row,
column and square of 9 must contain all number
from 1 to 9. The solution is on the inside of the
back cover.

Good Time Girl

Nicola Howard of the Good Time Girls, whose appearance
at Thorverton Memorial Hall is reviewed on page 33.

Cartoon

Thanks to Jane Ristic for getting Ant Barrons to
provide us with this cartoon.

Quiz
1. Which range of mountains separates Europe from
Asia?

2. Which company has supplied the British Army with
swords since 1772?

3. Who captained the England Cricket team to victory
in the Ashes Tests in 2005?

4. Which actor said, in 1966, "Cockneys are poor, but
never defeated and they always smile. I'll be a cockney
until I die."?

5. Polar Airlines are based at which International
airport?

6. Who was called The Scourge of God?

7. Where is the Dingle Penninsula?

8. What is a lammergeyer?

9. Which two actors went round the world the Long
Way Round?

10. What sweeps up the Severn on the spring tide?
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Crossword

By Chris Cousins: Solutions
inside back cover.

Chris will be hanging up his
compiler's pen after the next
Focus. Do we have any crossword
compilers who would like to
provide a challenge each month?

Ed

ACROSS
1 As a precaution Jane's is cut differently. (4,2,4)
6 Rickety pram negotiated slope. (4)
10 Bear or blackbird. (5)
11 Lion ate copper to provide a form of protection.

(9)
12 Movie actress gave first and last performance. (8)
13 Postscript to incorporate research on the

newspaper business. (5)
15 Bristly work round haystack. (7)
17 Checks content of more insinuations. (5,2)
19 Heavenly body lacking a sex hormone, maybe. (7)
21 Fate, Sir, has determined that the outlook is

secure. (3,4)
22 Tries to change for second go at exam. (5)
24 Prevent young messenger causing obstruction. (8)
27 Tries to change poor environment to the rear. (9)
28 Rubbish encountered on excursion to Europe. (5)
29 Cunning Scots returned for fish. (4)
30 No one's charged regarding public brawl? (4-3-3)

DOWN
1 Scoff at Yankee accord. (4)
2 Walt's miners' leader now with hit in the south-

east. (4,5)
3 To make draft permanent is central to thinking.

(3,2)
4 Elegance of cut grass providing substitute for

coffee. (7)
5 Is lumberjack a hard worker? (7)
7 Conscious of conflict expressed in two letters. (5)
8 Workers on the land welcome student with

jocularity. (10)
9 Race round UN to find an old photograph. (8)
14 Mark! It's Christopher, not Rich, who's upset by

confused OAP. (10)
16 A Boy Scout, maybe, is more of a problem. (8)
18 Pass through the Himalayas on the way to

Paradise (7-2)
20 Vagrant held first item of set of documents. (7)
21 Pest infecting one's courgettes. (7)
23 Agave fibre is in incomplete transaction. (5)
25 Garden area in occupation. (5)
26 Timber trade? (4)
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Thorverton Parish Information
(Please notify any changes to the Editor.)

AIR AMBULANCE EMERGENCY - QUOTE NATIONAL GRID REFERENCE
RECREATION GROUND – Sheet 192 SS 923019   MEMORIAL HALL FIELD – Sheet 192 SS 926019

Bus services            See inside back cover
Carers' Suppo rt Group Anne Higman, Wyndham House Surgery, Silverton.   860034.

Meetings - 3rd Wednesday of month, Wyndham House, 2.30-4.30 p.m.
Church (C of E) The Revd. Douglas Dettmer, The Rectory, Thorverton.  860332

Church Wardens Peter Colebrook, Ockero, Thorverton.  861019.
Edwin Greed, Fortescue, Netherexe.  841231.

Consort Mary Thomas, 1 The Glebe, Thorverton.  860730.
P.C.C. Treasurer Royston Kershaw, 25 The Glebe, Thorverton.  860419.
Friends of Thorverton Parish Church Trust    Emmie Aird, Kirkfoard, The Berry, Thorverton.

Church (Baptist) The Revd. Maurice Harrison, 01884 258599.
Secretary Phyllis Langdon,  860932. Services, notice board or Focus.

Coun ty Coun cill or Cllr. Mr. M. Lee.  01363 772671.
District Coun cill or Cllr. Mr. R. M. Deed.  01392 861258.
Doctors Dr  Jon Wride & Partner / Drs Stead, O’Brien & Ziegler. Surgery times: see

below.
Electricity (Western Power) Report a loss of power: 0800 365 900   Bill Enquiries: 0800 365 000

Street lights 0870 556 1851
Friends of Thorverton & Silverton Surgeries     Christine Walker,  881501
Gas Emergency 0800 111999
Leonard Trust   Chairman: R. Hughes. Secretary: Mrs. E. Hughes, 3 Dinham Mews, Exeter   EX4 4EF
Library (Exeter Mobile)      EVERY WEDNESDAY, 2.55pm to 3.15pm  in the Quarry Car Park
Newspaper Reporter (Express & Echo)   Jane Ristic, 53 Silver Street, Thorverton.  860054
Parish Coun cil Chairman Cllr. Michael Ayre,
Parish Clerk Mrs Kate West, Great Pit Stables, Silverton.  861560.
Parish Coun cil Meetings 2nd Tuesday of month, at Baptist Church Schoolroom, 7.30 pm.
Parish Allotments Contact the Parish Clerk - 861560
Parish Coun cil Notice Board  Situated in School Lane, opposite the Thorverton Arms.
     IMPORTANT!- PLANNING APPLICATION NOTICES ARE DISPLAYED HERE.
Pension Service PO Box 93,  Plymouth  PL6 5WJ.      0845 60 60 265
Police Central Switchboard 24 Hours:  0845 2777444.
Post Off ice Portacabin (TCT Ltd)  Quarry Car Park, Thorverton  EX5 5NG.   860455

Mon. to Fri :  9 am.-1.00 pm.,    2 pm.– 5.30 pm.
Sat. :                           9 am.-12 noon      Sun.  closed
Business Manager:     Jill Blewett, Faircop, Jericho St, Thorverton
Company Secretary:   Heather Kershaw, 25 The Glebe, 860419

Public Telephon e Kiosk Opposite the Church, outside the Bell Inn, Dinneford  St.
Schoo l (C of E Primary)  (Acting) Head Teacher: Denise Woodgate   860374.
Schoo l Governors Chair: John Iffla  01392 851943

Clerk: Jane Ristic, 53 Silver St.  860054
Schoo l P.T.F.A. Chair: Deishan Luffman, North Barn, Raddon, Thorverton. 860016

Secretary: Marie Thomas, 01884 855275
Treasurer: Di Baker, 860426

South West Water 24 Hour Emergency: 0800 169 1144. 
         Helpline: 0800 169 1133.

Thorverton Mill ennium Chair: Dame Margaret Turner-Warwick, Pynes House,
Green Trust Silver Street  861173     Hon. secretary: Shirley Hoole.

Tiverton Volunteer Centre 28, Gold Street, Tiverton  EX16 6PY.  Judy Seymour, 01884 255734.



Focus on Thorverton 39 Vol. 38  No. 10 – November 2007

Thorverton Organisations

Amateur Dramatic Society     Chair: Colin Marshall, 861228
Secretary: Sally Salter, 841740
Meetings - Last Wednesday of each month at the W.I. Hut.

Art Group Barrie Phillips, Crossmead, School Lane, Thorverton. 860529
Meet Fridays during term-time at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 am-12.00.

Arts Exchange Claire Cousins, Cubberley House, The Berry. 860438.
Monthly meetings in members’ homes at 8.0 pm. (see Diary)

Association Foot ball Club   Chairman: Andy Harris, 01392 851664
Secretary: David Gregory, 2 The Orchard, Brampford Speke, 841803.

Bowls Group Chair: Roy Clark, 860927.
Secretary: Ken Maynard, 3 Bullen Street, Thorverton.  860661

Bridge Circle Graeme Culshaw, 3 The Glebe, Thorverton 860203.
Meets 1st/3rd/5th Fridays at the W.I. Hut from 7.00 p.m..

Brownies’ Leader Marjorie Maynard, Bullen St. Thorverton.  860661.
Meet Fridays during term-time at the W.I. Hut, 5.30-7.00 pm.

Church Flower Club Meetings as advertised.
Cricke t Club Chair: Charles Kislingbury, Arley House, 19 Church St, Silverton.  860270

  Secretary: M C Denford, 14 Moorlands, Tiverton EX16 6UF 01884 255076
Fixture Sec: J Meredith, 190 Mincinglake Rd, Exeter EX4 7DS 01392 272504

Focus Magazine Chair: John Carter, Rewe.  841237
Editor: Neville Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062.
Secretary: Jane Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062.
Treasurer:  Barbara Uglow, 14 Cleaves Close, Thorverton. 860614.
 Focus deliveries – John Carter, Rewe.  841237

Friends of Silverton & Thorverton Surgeries
Coffee Mornings in The Royal British Legion Club, Silverton
held on the LAST THURSDAY of every month except December.

Golf Society Players of Thorverton Contact David Harlow. 860724
History Society Chair: Bill Stamper, Dunelm, Raddon, Thorverton. 860214

Secretary: Phyllis Langdon, Ferndale, Bullen Street, Thorverton. 860932.
   Website  <http://www.thorhistsoc.org/>

Ladies Group Meet 2nd Thursday of month,  (Venue and time - see Focus Notices).
Memorial Hall Committee  Chair: Mr Mike Shelton. Fir Tree House, Bullen Street. 861027.

Treasurer: John White, Waters Ford, Milford Lane. 860827.
Secretary & Bookings:  Jean White, Waters Ford, Milford Lane. 860827.

Memorial Hall Market 2nd Saturday of the month, at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 - 11.00 am.
Playgroup Contact: Laura Samuel (Chair) 861496.

Mon 9.30am-12pm, Tues/Weds 9.30am-12pm & Lunch Club 12pm-1pm,
Thurs 9.15-11.45am; 12.45pm- 3.15pm & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm. during term-time, at Memorial Hall.

Thorverton Ambling, Rambling and Tramping Society (TARTS)
Contacts : Caroline Prince 07749 775304 or Jean Brown 861176
See notices of walks in Old Post Office Window Bullen Street.

Todd ler Group Contact : Nic Fice 860318.
Wednesdays, during term-time, at the Memorial Hall, 9.45 a.m.-11.45.

Rainbo ws Contact Jean Pearn  860105, Penny Fice  861136,
Term-time, Tuesdays  4-5 pm at the W.I. Hut.

Royal British Legion Chairman / Hon. sec:  Bill Stamper,  Dunelm,  Raddon, Thorverton. 860214
Hon. Treasurer: Emmie Aird.

Women’s Institute Secretary: Susan  Maguire    01392 860631
Bookings:  Susan Maguire    01392 860631.
W.I. Meeting. 1st Tuesday of the month at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm.
Whist, 3rd Tuesday of the month, at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm.

W.I. Market & Coffee 4th Saturday of the month at the W.I. Hut. 10.00 am. to 11.00 am.
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Doctors’ Surgeries

THE EXE VALLEY PRACTICE

Dr JON WRIDE and PARTNER

The Surgery, The Berry, The Surgery, 3 Coach Road,
THORVERTON EX5 5NT SILVERTON EX5 4JL
Tel: 01392 860273 (24 hours) Tel: 01392 860176 (in surgery hours)
Fax: 01392 860654 Fax: 01392 861598

Surgery Hours

Mon. 2.30  -   4.30   Mon.     9.00  - 11.00
Tue. 3.30  -   5.30           Tue.      9.00  - 12.00
Wed. -  Wed.     3.30  -   5.30
Thu. 3.00  -   5.00              Thu.      9.00  -  11.00
Fri. 9.00  - 12.00              Fri.        3.00  -   5.00

The Surgeries are OPEN at the followi ng times

Mon.   8.30  - 12.45  &  2.00  - 6.00               Mon.      8.45  - 12.30
Tue.    8.30  - 12.45  &  2.00  - 6.00               Tue.      8.45  - 12.00
Wed.   8.30  - 12.45  &  2.00  - 5.00             Wed.        3.00  -   6.00
Thu.    8.30  - 12.45  &  2.00  - 6.00        Thu.          8.45  - 12.30
Fri.      8.30  - 12.45  &  2.00  - 4.00         Fri.           2.00  -   6.00

REPEAT PRESCRIPTIONS  (Monday – Friday)   Please note that 48 hours notice is required for ALL
repeat prescriptions. Repeat Prescription line:    01392 861622

WYNDHAM HOUSE SURGERY,  Fore Street,  SILVERTON,  EX5 4HZ
Telephone 01392 860034                   www.wyndhamhousesurgery.co.uk

Dispensary Hours:     Monday to Thursday:     09.00 – 13.00  &  14.00 – 18.00
                                   Friday:                            09.00 – 13.00  &  14.00 – 17.00

Please note The doctors are happy to speak to you on the phone instead of an appointment. Please
request this from reception when you telephone.

Dr Jonathan STEAD Dr Anthon y O’BRIEN Dr Emma ZIEGLER

Monday 09.00 - 11.00 08.30 – 10.30 09.00  - 11.00
                            15.30 - 17.30                         15.00 -  17.30                                                                     

Tuesday 09.00 - 11.00 09.00 -  12.00
                            15.30 - 17.30                         15.00 -  17.30                                                                     

Wednesday 09.00 - 11.00 09.00 - 11.00
                            15.30 - 17.30                                                                                                                    

Thursday 09.00 - 12.00 09.00 – 11.00
15.30 – 17.30

Friday 09.00 - 11.00 09.00 - 12.00 09.00 – 11.00
Alt. weeks *15.00 – 16.00 Alt. weeks

(Urgent cases only)*
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Crossword, Sudoku and Quiz solutions

1. Urals
2. Wilkinson Sword
3. Michael Vaughan
4. Michael Caine
5. Schipol

6. Attila the Hun
7. Ireland
8. Vulture
9. Ewan McGregor and Charley Boorman
10. The Severn Bore (tidal wave)

Bus services
Turner’s Tours / Carmel Coaches (bus 678)  Mon-Fri. 10.09 from The Berry and the Baptist Chapel.
Return 13.35 from Exeter bus station, Stand 5.

Cook’s Coaches (service 355), Stagecoach (service 55B) Mon-Sat (except Bank Holidays)
To Tiverton  9.02, 11.02, 13.02, 15.02, 17.32, 18.11 (55B) from The Berry and Broadlands.
Return from Tiverton bus station. 9.40, 11.40, 13.40, 15.40, 18.05.

To Exeter 8.00, 10.05, 12.05, 14.05, 16.05, 18.30 from The Berry and Broadlands.
Return from Exeter bus station. 8.40, 10.46, 12.40, 14.40, 17.10, 17.50 (55B).

Timetables for the 355 service are available at the Post Off ice.

Stagecoach 55 service runs every half-hour in each direction along the Exeter-Tiverton road, stopping at
the Thorverton turn.  Please consult Stagecoach 55 Group timetable for details of this service.

Stagecoach free service to Somerfield’s, Broadclyst, from Broadlands on Tuesdays 14.00.

Stagecoach offers a variety of concessions for regular commuters, shoppers, children, students and
jobseekers as well as one-day unlimited-use Explorer tickets. Further details from Stagecoach: 01392
427711 or 01803 664500 or www.stagecoachbus.com or www.devon.gov.uk/devonbus.

Devonbus Timetable Information: call Traveline  0870 608 2 608  Timetables avail able at the Post Office
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Diary 2007/8
Please notify FOCUS Editor of additions or changes.

(Email: focusonthorverton@yahoo.co.uk or phone Neville Lane on 861062)

NOVEMBER
Sat 3rd TARTS walk on Exmoor, meet outisde the Bell , 9.30 a.m.

Baptist Church Jumble and Household Sale, W.I. Hut, starts 10:00 a.m - 12.00 & 2.00 - 4.00 p.m.
Tue 6th W.I. Meeting  Mrs Cleave on ‘Cushions’

Vill age Plan meeting, Memorial Hall , 7.30 p.m.
Wed 7th School PTFA AGM, Exeter Inn, 7.30 p.m.
Thu 8th “Exploring worship and mission” workshop 2, Memorial Hall, 8p.m. to 9.30pm
Sat 10th Saturday market, Thorverton Memorial Hall , 9:30 – 11:00 a.m.
Thu 15th Children In Need Christmas Shopping Evening, W.I Hut, 6.00 – 10.00 p.m.

Arts Exchange, Misunderstandings, Ockero, 8 p.m.
Fri 16th School PTFA Quiz Night, School, 7.30 p.m.
Sat 17th TARTS walk, meet outside the Bell , 9.30 a.m.
Tue 20th Bingo, Thorverton Memorial Hall , 7:30pm
Fri 23rd Thorverton & District History Society, Thorverton W. I. Hut, 7.30 p.m.

Members’ Evening
Sat 24th W.I. Christmas Fayre, W.I. Hut, 10.00 - 11.30 a.m.

Music workshop, Thorverton church: free concert at 4:15pm
Tue 27th Christmas Bingo, Thorverton Memorial Hall , 7:30pm
Wed 28th Treasure Island by TADS, Memorial Hall , 7.30 p.m.
Thu 29th Treasure Island by TADS, Memorial Hall , 7.30 p.m.
Fri 30th Treasure Island by TADS, Memorial Hall , 7.30 p.m.

DECEMBER
Sat 1st Thorverton and Silverton Surgeries Coffee Morning and Sale at W.I. Hut, 10.00 a.m. - 12.00

Treasure Island by TADS, Memorial Hall , 2.00 p.m. and 7.30 p.m.
Sun 2nd Christmas Tree Lights
Tue 4th W.I. Meeting Annual Meeting W.I. Hut.

Christmas Bingo, Thorverton Memorial Hall , 7:30pm
Wed 5th Arts Exchange, Christmas, Campion Cottage, 8 p.m.
Sat 8th Christmas Market, Thorverton Memorial Hall , 9:30 – 11:00 a.m.
Tue 11th Christmas Bingo, Thorverton Memorial Hall , 7:30pm
Tue 18th Christmas Bingo, Thorverton Memorial Hall , 7:30pm
Sun 23rd Parish Church Carol Service, 5 p.m.

JANUARY 2008
Sat 11th Saturday market, Thorverton Memorial Hall , 9:30 – 11:00 a.m.
Fri 25th Thorverton & District History Society, Thorverton W. I. Hut, 7.30 p.m.

AGM and Bill Stamper – ‘Going to School in Thorverton’
Sat 26th Burns Night, Thorverton Memorial Hall


