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Editorial

I am absolutely delighted to bring you this
month’s edition of Focus, absolutely crammed
with articles which I hope that you will find of
interest, covering a huge range of things.  I am
going to let the content speak for itself.  So, no
long editorial, just an invitation to look inside to
get a picture of what is going on in the vill age.

Sorry if you hoped that your editor would
somehow make some incisive comment on the
state of the economy and what it means for
Thorverton.  He hasn’t.  He is, however, grateful
as always, to those who have contributed to
allow us to paint such a full picture of vill age life
here.  Please read on.

Nevill e Lane, Editor
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Letters

From Sylv Gregory

I would like to thank everybody for their concern
when Vic was in hospital and later for their
messages of comfort and cards.  It is a great
comfort to know that so many people care and
thought so much of Vic.
I would like to say a special thank you to all
those who insisted on making cakes for me and
who helped both before and after at the Memorial
Hall.
As the sign was omitted from the donation box in
the crematorium I have been asked who was
going to benefit.   It was Vic’s wish that all
donations went to ‘Epilepsy Research U K.’  This
was not something that affected him, but as was
his way, he wanted to help a close family member
and I thank you all for helping towards this
important research.

From Your Neighbourhood Watch Representatives

The police would like to pass on their thanks to
the residents who phoned them about suspicious
activity during the very early morning of 7
October. Their prompt action resulted in the
arrest of 3 people attempting to break into a
vehicle in the Quarry Car Park.

The respondents to the Parish Plan questionnaire
have indicated that an expansion of the
Neighbourhood Watch scheme would be
welcomed. At present only The Bury, Dinneford
St and Dark Lane and Raddon are covered. To
extend the scheme to cover the rest of the vill age
(probably in 2 groups) we would need some
volunteers to express interest.  (Telephone 0845
2777 444.)

From Penny and Steph

Thank you to everyone who attended the
Pudding Party at the WI Hut on Saturday 18th
October, and a very special "thank you" to all
who made puddings and desserts.
21 puddings, ranging from Spotted Dick to

Indian Carrot Dessert, were on offer and enjoyed,
as well as many chocolate delights and cheese
and biscuits.  A total of £251.50 was made in aid
of restorations to the WI Hut.
 
From Penny Chudley

As most of you are aware, Phil Jones lost his
fight with cancer last month. From the moment
Phil was diagnosed, he told us that cancer was
never going to beat him, but sadly it was a fight
Phil was never going to win.  Phil was a brave
and courageous man who fought his ill ness with
such strength until the very end.  I was very lucky
to have Phil as my friend, he was always honest
and said it as it was.  We shared some highs and
some lows, we had a lot of laughs along the way.
I will always miss him, but never forget him.
On behalf of Barbara, she would like you all to
know how grateful she is for all the messages and
cards and for the wonderful offers of support she
has received.  Thank you to everyone who
attended Phil’s funeral.
One of the things that Phil wanted to do was to
cook in a commercial kitchen.  Garth and
Melli ssa offered him the chance to do this but
sadly time ran out for Phil.  Karl Wilson and
Phil’s wife Barbara are going to do a charity
night in aid of the Hospice at the Thorverton
Arms in memory of Phil.  It would be lovely to
see you there.
The poem and Phil’s story were read by Phil’s
sisters at his memorial service in Wales.  I have a
DVD which was given to me by Phil’s sister
Sarah, which is a celebration of Phil’s life.  If
anybody would like to see it, please just ask me,
you are more than welcome.

In Memory of  Phil Jones
What you mean to me
I recall an early memory, your gift when I turned
three,
A pair of black and red boxing gloves, and
fighting lessons for me!
You longed for a little brother, but one did not
arrive,
So you spent your time teaching me to
skateboard, play conkers and dive!
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You loved our pool table and trained me up,
which all your friends thought funny,
Until you started to hustle them, using me to win
all their money!
I remember the den in your bedroom, I was never
allowed in there,
You and your friends would emerge in a haze of
punk music and dodgy hair!

I’ ll never forget how long it used to take you to
do your hair,
Forever late, or in bed ‘ till noon, for rules you
had no care.
In minutes you’d play a piano tune it had taken
me days to learn,
And the fact you had better nails than me caused
me some concern.

When the sun shines I will think of you, you
hated our bad weather,
Summer meant beaches, camping, walks, fun we
had together.
You loved to surf, you had the hair, the clothes,
you were so cool.
To catch a wave you’d drive through Gower
lanes like a bloody fool!

I’ ll remember you most for the guts you had to
try something new,
And how you taught me, “don’t give a toss what
people think of you” .
You were different, unconventional, outspoken,
like no other,
And I’m so glad to have had you as my big
brother.

Phil ’s Story
Life is like a book.  Shortly before Phil passed
away, while sitting with him, we started
reminiscing with him about the good old days!
We talked about friends we had had when in
school.  We talked about how sad it was that you
can easily lose contact with your friends.  I told
Phil that life is like a book made up of many
different chapters and as we move through life
the friends we make along the way help fill the
pages full of interesting chapters in our book.
Phil’s story began in Llanelli , then to Swansea.
He was blond, bossy and very cheeky.  He had
lots of friends and enjoyed riding around on his

chopper.  Trips to the tip became a regular thing.
Phil and his mates made a lovely den from
unwanted items found on the tip.
This once cheeky little boy started to grow up,
became bloody minded and rebelli ous!  Phil
discovered girls, music – first punk then ZZ Top
– experimented with fashion and different hair
styles - a green Mohican and a curly perm were
his favourites.  After school he went to college
and learnt to drive.  While at college in
Pontypridd, Phil discovered a taste for weird beer
and also met Barbara.  He passed his BA in estate
management and moved to London;  Barbara
followed a year later.  Next came their wedding
in Wiltshire, then a move to Devon, finally
settling down in Thorverton.  Here Phil became
one of the locals, fell in love with the vill age, the
people and the pubs.  However, a career change
took Phil back to Swansea to take a teaching
degree and then he started teaching.
Rhiannon and Cerys arrived, and with them the
responsibili ties of fatherhood, although this didn’ t
stop Phil from propping up the bar in the
Thorverton Arms most nights.  Phil was a great
dad and husband.  He was very happy and
contented.
Phil will be dearly missed, especially by Barbara,
Rhiannon, Cerys, mum, dad, Rachel and his
sisters.  Phil li ved his life to the full and
accomplished many things.  So as we look back
through the pages in his book we can smile, be
happy and feel honoured that we all had a part in
Phil’s story.

Welshish Night in Memory of Phil
Jones
As Penny mentions in her letter, The Thorverton
Arms is holding a Charity Chef Night on Friday,
21st November.  Barbara Jones will be Head Chef
for the night and with the assistance of her Sous
Chef, Karl Wilson, will be cooking a Welsh’ ish
themed menu (after all, there’s only so much one
can do with a leek!).  There will be two sittings,
one at 7pm and one at 9pm.  The cost of a three
course meal will be £19.95, of which £5 will go
to Exeter Hospiscare, where Phil Jones received
outstanding care and attention during his final
days.  The Hospice gets very limited funding
from the Government which means that to
continue to make a real difference to people’s
lives they rely heavily on fund-raising events. 
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Please support this extremely worthwhile cause
by booking a table at the Thorverton Arms’
Welsh’ ish Night.  Tel: 01392 860205.

In Memory of Martin Summers
 Martin Summers who died on October 16th at a
great age lived at No 1 Jericho Street from the
late 1960s until the mid 1980s.     He was for
seventeen years a Parish Councill or – Chairman
from 1973 to 1976 - and was a very active
member of the Royal British Legion.   After
leaving Thorverton, although suffering from
severely reduced mobili ty and sight, he regularly
returned to the vill age from Crediton, and later
from Sandford, for the Remembrance Day
service, usually thanks to his good friends Alan
Watson and John Brunyee.   He kept up to date
with events here through his subscription to
Focus and by eager questioning of his visitors or
over the telephone.
In 2005 Martin published Varied Verses, a
selection from his writings in youth, maturity and
old age.    He always vigorously denied that these
writings were poems or that he was a poet: for
him they were simply verses, and they rhymed
(which was important to him).      Several
movingly expressed his grief, lasting grief, at the
loss of his son, Nigel, kill ed by a hit-and-run
driver, and at the too early death of his wife,
Mary.    Some were nostalgic, regretful of
change:  After Beeching, for example, which first
appeared anonymously in Focus, starts from the
relics here of the Exe Valley railway line,

recreates the train that once ran there and its
cargoes of goods and “country people by the
score” , and scoffs at the notion that the
destruction of such railways can be regarded as
progress.   Others, though, were light-hearted.  
Here’s one of local interest, A Cobbler’s Song
 
                The cobbled paths of Thorverton,
attractively they lie,
                so old-e world-e in their charm, so easy on
the eye,
                so much admired by visitors who happen
to pass by.
 
                The cobbled paths of Thorverton – Ah!
they are sacrosanct
                and he who sought to alter them (brave
soul) would not be thanked.
                (Should his identity be known he’d be
severely spanked).
 
                The cobbled paths of Thorverton strike
though the stoutest shoes
                And should you fall – as well you might –
they’d cause a nasty bruise.
                (The cobbled paths of Thorverton are
merry hell to use)
 
                O cobbled paths of Thorverton, though
years may come and go,
                Fear not that you will be dug up – we dare
not serve you so,
                We’ ll prize you, we will fight for you – but
WALK upon you?   NO!!
 

                     Ian Stoyle
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Thorverton Parish Council

Report of the October meeting

 of the Parish Council

AFFORDABLE HOUSING & VILLAGE SHOP
The Council received a disappointing response regarding the use of Glebe land for affordable housing.   A
development consisting of affordable housing only would not be accepted unless it could provide values identical to
open market housing.
Dame Margaret reported that Lucy Hodgson, of MDDC Planning Department, had made her comments on the plans
for the Court Barton development and the vill age shop.  While she was agreeable to the shop plans, she felt that the
plans for the houses were not in keeping with the rest of the vill age.  With changes the plans could become
acceptable, but the development itself was still against planning policy.
Councill ors agreed that the Housing Sub-Committee would meet to consider any revised plans for the development at
Court Barton.  It was also agreed to seek clarification on whether an application for housing at Court Barton and a
shop in the Quarry Car park could be made as a single project and what the consequences of one element of such a
‘single project’ faili ng/being refused would be.

PARISH PLAN
Cllr Spivey gave a presentation on the results of the Parish Plan questionnaire.  Further information on this can be
found on the Parish Council Website and in Focus.

PLANNING MATTERS
The following Planning application was considered by the Council:
Ref: 08/01625/FULL Erection of extension, Albany Cottage (formerly Corner Cottage), Berrysbridge, Thorverton.

OTHER PARISH BUSINESS
• Safety concerns were raised at the meeting regarding large lorries turning in the Bury and entrance to School

Lane.  Parishioners are reminded that they should not park within 10m (32ft) of a junction as this can cause
a hazard.

• Complaints have been received regarding dog fouling in Raddon Road.  PLEASE CLEAN UP AFTER
YOUR DOG when using any pavement, path or road used by pedestrians in the vill age.

• An Allotment Holders’ Committee has been formed to deal with issues raised by allotment holders. Cllr
Roger Fieldhouse is representing the Parish Council on this Committee.

• The Parish Council i s seeking funding to provide a bus shelter at Broadlands now that the Stagecoach
service is stopping there.

• Further to a letter from TCT, Councill ors agreed to carry out maintenance work to the surface of the Quarry
Car Park.  Tarmacing of the whole area will not be considered at this stage in case of future building work to
provide a new shop and post off ice.

The next Parish Council Meeting will take place in the Memorial Hall on Tuesday 11th November 2008 at 7.30pm.
An Agenda is displayed on the Parish Notice Board prior to meetings.

Kate West, Parish Clerk
Telephone: 01392 861560, email: Thorvertonclerk@aol.com

www .Thorvertonp arishcoun cil.com
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Thorverton Memorial Hall News

Reg.Charity No. 203776

Redevelopment of the Hall

New Hall? New Community Centre?

The Trustees are holding an Open Day at the Hall
on Saturday 22nd November between 10.00am
and 4.00pm.

We want to know whether you support a
redevelopment project in general and what you
would like to see.

It’s a chance to have your say. Join us for a glass
of wine and let us know your views

Saturday Market

100 Club Draw Winner for September
£50 – No 24 Gwen Edworthy

Market Draw Winners for September were:
Chicken Dinner Viv Day
Fruit Basket Claire Heaven-Ince
Autumn Planter Bob Selley

100 Club

It’s that time of the year again when we ask you
to renew your membership of the 100 Club. We
do have some spare numbers for new members
and Jean will be collecting names at the next
Market.

There is a draw each month at the market when
the lucky number drawn wins a £50 prize for its
holder. At the December market there are two
extra prizes on offer, £500 and £100. If you
would like to join the club and help raise some
funds for your vill age hall in the process, speak to

Jean White or any member of the Hall
Committee.

Holly Ball

The Holly Ball, with “Taylor & the Made
Gentlemen”, is on Saturday 6th December at the
Memorial Hall from 8.00pm – midnight. Tickets
cost £7.50 which includes a glass of bubbly
between 8.00-9.00pm and canapés 9.00-9.30pm.
This Ball is strictly for over 18’s and the dress
code is Dinner suits or dark suits for the gents
and evening wear (lots of sparkle!) for the ladies.
You can buy tickets from 1st November by
contacting Jen Pascoe (861154) or Jean White
(860827). Numbers are limited so make sure you
get yours in good time. They will also be on sale
at the November Market – if there are any left!
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  THORVERTON
MEMORIAL HALL

 SATURDAY MARKET
& BIG BREAKFAST

               

Saturday 8th November

 9.30 - 11.00am

Breakfast Bar, Fruit & Veg
Books, Cards, Jewellery
Jams/preserves, Plants

Br ic-a-brac, Cakes, Draw etc.

 100 Club Draw

Reg. Char ity No. 203778

  THORVERTON
MEMORIAL HALL

 OPEN DAY
NEW HALL OR A COMM UNITY

CENTRE?

Saturday 22nd November

 10.00am – 4.00pm

Join us for a glass of wine and let us know what
you would like to see at the Hall.

Reg. Char ity No. 203778

For Sale
One Exercise Bike (Cycle 9500) for Sale, with
Electronic Console for exercise programme and
weight control can be seen at Ferndale, Bullen
Street.  £50 or near offer for Baptist Church
Restoration Funds.
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Thorverton Arts Exchange

At Arts Exchange meetings we share our enthusiasms
for writing, music, painting, film, craft etc. with one
another.

Usually there is a theme to our choices, but
occasionally an individual member will take
responsibili ty for a whole evening.

The meetings take place in members’ homes at 8.00
p.m. The next meetings are:

November 13th Colours, Cubberley House
December 4th Gifts and Giving, Garden Cottage

New members are always welcome.
For further information contact

Claire Cousins at Cubberley House, The Berry
(860438)
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Come and Enjoy a “C rafty”

Breakfast in the Brampford Speke
Par ish Hall

Saturday 29th November
9:30 – 11:30 a.m.

Wanted
2/3 Bedroomed House to Rent in the Village

for Local couple and 2 children.
Please contact Sallie Hayes 01392

860681/01392 251002.

Ladies Group
The Ladies will be meeting for their next
Meeting at Ferndale, Bullen Street, on
Thursday  November 8th at 7-45pm, when
Mike Shelton will be talking to us on some
aspects of Police work.
We welcome any new members, at any of
our meetings.
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Exeter Children's Orchestra
Rehearsals 9.45am to 12
ISCA College of Media & Arts, off Topsham
Road, Exeter
New members always welcome.
(Some  Thorverton children are already in this
orchestra.)
Website www.exeterchildrensorchestra.co.uk

Exeter Children's Orchestra Autumn
Concert

Saturday 15th November 2008 7.30pm 
The Mint Church, Fore Street, Exeter
Tickets on the door £5 adult, £2 child
Ring Karen 01395 233250 

Exeter Children's Orchestra Xmas
Concert

with guests Razzamataz Theatre School
Sunday 14th December  2008  6pm 
Corn Exchange, Exeter
Box Office 01392 665866 £5.50 adult, £2.50
child

Church Consort Practices

Thursdays, 7.45 p.m. in church
November    6th, 27th - Christmas I
December   4th (Christmas II) , 11th (III) , 18th (IV)

Junior Consort Practices

Mondays 3.30 pm to 4.30 pm in school unless
otherwise stated
November 3rd, 17th

December 1st, 8th, 15th (in Church)
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Thorverton Church Consorts
IT’S OUR TENTH ANNIVERSARY!
The Senior and Junior Consorts were formed ten
years ago, in January, 1999.
We will be celebrating with a “Songs of Praise”
Service at church on
 
SATURDAY, JANUARY 10th 2009
Rehearsal at 4.30 p.m., “Songs of Praise” at 6
p.m. followed by refreshments
 
All members and former members of both
Consorts are invited, and there will be lots of
hymns for the congregation to join in. Everyone
will be welcome to come to the service a 6 p.m.
and stay for the celebration drinks afterwards.

We will be sending out a letter to all members
asking for your favourite anthems and hymns so
that we will enjoy a really good sing. If you are
or were a member and do not receive a letter by
the beginning of December, please let me know.
We don’t want anyone to be missed out.
 
At the moment we are practicing for
Remembrance Sunday and Christmas rehearsals
start on Thursday November 27th at 7.45 p.m.
New members are always welcome – just turn up
at a rehearsal or contact me on 01392 860730 or
mary@onetheglebe.eclipse.co.uk

 Mary Thomas

Thorverton Parish and
Community Plan Update
On the evening of October 21st a good crowd gathered
at the Memorial Hall to hear a number of reports from
the Parish Plan working groups, and an overview of
the findings from the questionnaire.  Many thanks to
everyone who came along and contributed.
There will be one more public meeting, probably to be
held in December, to present the draft of the final plan
document that will be distributed across the Parish.  A
date will be set soon.
Most of the detail about the possible actions to come
out of the Plan will be surfaced then, but action has
already been identified by the Parish Council , namely
to raise the issue of the Silver Street footpath
extension, to confirm the future arrangements of the
bus services, and to better advertise the Police
Surgery.

A draw was also held for those who had returned the
slip contained with the questionnaire.  A bottle of
sherry was won by Ros Brimacombe, while the £20
(to be spent at a vill age enterprise) was won by Rob
Purvis.  Congratulations both!

Ward Crawford

Allotment Committee formed
At its meeting on 9 September the Parish Council
agreed that all allotment holders should be invited to
meet and discuss the formation of a committee and
that Roger Fieldhouse should be the Parish Council ’s
representative on this committee.  The meeting was
held on Monday 13 October attended by sixteen
people representing over half the allotments.  There
were apologies from four others.

Roger Fieldhouse explained that the main purpose of
the meeting was to form a committee that would act as
a line of communication between allotment holders
and the Parish Council i f that was felt appropriate.
The proposal was warmly welcomed.  It was agreed
that it should be kept fairly informal and should meet
about once every two months.  The following
volunteered to serve on the committee: Mary Ette (tel.
861349), Roger Fieldhouse (860768), Jane Flaxington
(861061), Fiona Hutton (860985), Willi am Maguire
(860631), John Redler (860668) and Katie Vanstone
(860978). Any other allotment holders who would like
to join the committee should contact Roger
Fieldhouse.

The meeting also offered an opportunity to discuss
any matters of interest or concern to those present.
There followed a discussion about a number of issues
including the right to erect sheds on allotments; the
possibili ty of having several brown wheelie bins for
excess rubbish not needed for compost; the problem
about unused allotments that become full of weeds;
whether the committee could collect useful
information from allotment holders and make this
available to all ; whether allotments should be clearly
numbered and divided from each other by boundary
ropes; and the feasibili ty of providing running water
to allotments (although it was recognised that this was
likely to be expensive and there would be diff iculties
about metering individual usage).

All allotment holders are invited to contact any
member of the committee if they have any
suggestions or concerns or matters they would like
raised with the Par ish Council .

Roger Fieldhouse



Focus on Thorverton 11 Vol. 39  No. 10 – November 2008

Parish Church Services and News
The Church of England

welcomes you!

November
SERVICES & INFORMATION
The Netherexe Parishes
A Mission Community in the Diocese of Exeter

www.netherexe.org

NOVEMBER 2       All Saints’ Sunday

9 am Holy Communion (C) at Huxham DD

9 am Holy Communion (T) at Upton Pyne RP

10 am Famil y Service & Holy Communion (C)at Newton St Cyres  SM

10 am Holy Communion (T) Thor verton  CH

11.15 am Holy Communion (T) at Cowley JB

11.15 am Service of the Word at Rewe VQ & GS

5 pm ‘ Service with a Smil e’ D at Stoke Canon (Jubil ee Hall ) For all ages Lay led

6.30 pm Joint Service at Br ampfor d Speke Bapt ist Chapel  RP

6.30 pm Evening Prayer (BCP) at Cadbur y  DD & JD

6.30 pm Evening Prayer (BCP) at Pol t imore  HD

NOVEMBER 9       Tr inity 25 & Remembrance Sunday

8 am Holy Communion (BCP) at Newton St Cyres  DD

10 am Holy Communion (C) at Stoke Canon (Jubil ee Hall )  HW

10 am Service for Remembrance Sunday at Thor verton  DD

10.50 am Service for Remembrance Sunday at Br ampfor d Speke  Lay led

10.50 am Service for Remembrance Sunday at Newton St Cyres RP

10.50 am Service for Remembrance Sunday at Upton Pyne  Lay led

11.15 am Holy Communion (C) at Rewe AS

6.30 pm Ecumenical ‘ Jubil ee Service’ at Stoke Canon Jubil ee Hall

NOVEMBER 16       Tr inity 26 / Second before Advent

10 am ‘ Service with a Smil e’ D at Br ampfor d Speke  For all ages Lay led

10 am Service of the Word at Cadbur y  Lay led & DP

10 am Holy Communion (C) at Newton St Cyres  RP

10 am Holy Communion (C) at Pol t imore  SS

10 am Service of the Word at Stoke Canon (Jubil ee Hall ) CC & JC

10 am Morning Prayer (CW) at Thor verton  DD

11.15 am Holy Communion (T) at Upton Pyne  DD & HD

6.30 pm Evening Prayer (BCP) at Huxham  HD

NOVEMBER 23       Sunday next before Advent / Christ the King

8 am Holy Communion (BCP) at Thor verton  DD

9 am Holy Communion (T) at Br ampfor d Speke RP

10 am Holy Communion (T) at Cadbur y  DD

10 am Holy Communion (T) at Cowley  JB

10 am Service of the Word at Pol t imore  DB & BB



Focus on Thorverton 12 Vol. 39  No. 10 – November 2008

11.15 am Holy Communion (C) at Rewe RP

5 pm Taizé Prayer – Meditati ve Evening Service at Thor verton  Led by Youth Exchange

NOVEMBER 30       Advent 1

11 am Joint M ission Communi ty Service at Rewe – Holy Communion (C) DD

Everyone is invited to this joint service for all t he parishes at Rewe Parish Church, and to the
bring-and-share lunch which foll ows in the Youth Hall  across the road.  I f you plan to stay for
lunch, please bring a main course and/or a pudding to share

DECEMBER 7       Advent 2

9 am Holy Communion (C) at Huxham  RP

10 am Famil y Service & Holy Communion at Newton St Cyres  SM & HD

10 am Holy Communion (T)  Thor verton  DD

10 am Service of the Word at Upton Pyne  Lay led

11.15 am Holy Communion (T) at Cowley  JB

11.15 am Service of the Word at Rewe – Toy Service  MJ & DP

5 pm ‘ Service with a Smil e’ D at Stoke Canon (Jubil ee Hall ) For all ages Lay led

6.30 pm Joint Service of Lessons & Carols for Advent at Br ampfor d Speke  HD

6.30 pm Evening Prayer (BCP) at Pol t imore  DD

Today’s services at Rewe and Stoke Canon are TOY SERVICES – if you wish, please bring a toy to share with a child in
need elsewhere at Christmas

Daily Services   Usual pattern – please see the Sunday leaflet ‘In Touch’ for daily services each week

Mond ay 9 am Morning Prayer at Stoke Canon Chapel

Tuesday 9 am Morning Prayer at Stoke Canon Chapel
6 pm Evening Prayer at Rewe

Wedn esday 9 am Morning Prayer at Tho rver ton

Thu rsday 9 am Morning Prayer at Tho rver ton
5 pm Evening Prayer at Newton St Cyres

Fr iday 9 am Morning Prayer at Tho rver ton

Saturday 8.30 am Morning Prayer at Tho rver ton

Midweek Holy Communion will be celebrated at Tho rver ton at 9 am on t he foll ow ing Thur sdays:
October 2; November 13; December 18.  All are welcome

DD = The Rev Douglas Dettmer, Priest-in-Charge
RP = The Rev Richard Potter, Associate Minister

SS = The Rev Sue Sheppard, Associate Minister
HD = Mrs Hilary Dawson, Licensed Lay  Worker

JB = The Rev John Benton
BB = Mrs Bridget Boxall
DB = Mr David Boxall
AB = Mrs Annabel Branney
CC = Mr Chris Cook
JC = Mrs Jane Cook
JD = Mrs Julia Dallen

CH = The Rev Chris Hughes
GK = Mrs Gwynneth Keehner
SL = Mrs Sue Longridge
JM = Preb John Mapson
DP = Mr David Perrott
VQ = Mrs Valerie Quinn
SM = The Rev Sue Martin

VM = Mrs Valerie Mills
MJ = Mrs Maureen Owen-Jones
JS = Mr John Sandford
GS = Mr Guy Sheppard
AS = The Rev Alan Simmonds
PW = The Rev Peter W ebb
HW = The Rev Harold W hitty

Family Services of the Word marked D are led by Lay Teams

Fr om the Par ish Registers   To mid-October

Bapt isms       Oli ver Coli n Coe (October 12 at Cadbury)
Beatri ce Rose Ferns (October 12 at Brampford Speke)

Funerals       Susan Smith (September 16 at Thorverton)
Vickers Gregory (September 25 at Exeter Crematorium)
Betty Moxon (September 30 at Thorverton)
Joyce Bastow (October 10 at Stoke Canon – burial of ashes)
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Parish Letter
From The Rev’d Sue Sheppard, Associate
Minister

Many of those who worship regularly in the
churches of the Netherexe Parishes Mission
Community enjoyed an “Awayday” at Sheldon at
the end of September.  I wasn’t able to go but I
hear from many who have spoken to me about it
that the beautiful setting, glorious weather and
happy fellowship combined to ensure a
thoroughly enjoyable and productive day was had
by all.  I’m sure that the hard work of all the
organisers and those contributing to the
programme had its part to play as well!
People were asked to think about what was good
about the Mission Community and what was
perhaps not so good.  There were not many
negatives I am glad to say – most people felt that
the Mission Community was a positive thing in
their lives, with a good sense of working together
towards a common goal.  The consensus was that
the best way to move the Mission Community on
still further was to make improvements in the
area of communications.

And of course the need to get communication
right is not just an issue for the Church of
England is it?  It is an issue for all branches of the
Christian Church and for all organisations big and
small – and for every one of us in our family
lives.  So often the problems that beset us at
work, in our leisure pursuits and at home are the
result of poor communications.  If we are not
told about things we feel left out – uncared for,
even, and we are less likely in the future to want
to help or work happily with the person or
organisation who we feel has treated us in this
inconsiderate way.  Yes -getting communication
right is very important.

But of course communication is a two-way thing.
To communicate properly with another person
we have to be good listeners.  Often when we
claim not to have been told something the truth is
that we have, but we have not listened properly –
or not bothered to read the instructions or the
notice sheet properly.  So perhaps we should all
be resolving to communicate better – and to
listen better…  At this point I must  put in a plug

for the excellent listening skill s courses in Stoke
Canon on 11th and 18th  November – check out
the notice sheets or our bright new website for
further details… www.netherexe.org.

Perhaps this reluctance to listen properly is at the
root of many problems that people feel they have
with God.  God does not force himself on us.  He
stands patiently and quietly at our side, waiting
for an opportunity to speak to us.  Waiting for us
to draw breath in our busy lives and give him a
bit of time and space – a bit of attention.   How
often do we do this?  How often do we stop and
really listen to God – not nearly enough in my
case.  I’m very good at filli ng my days with busy-
ness rather than with God.  I need the discipline
of a regular prayer life and regular church
attendance to make me stop and listen to what
God is patiently whispering in my ear.
Fortunately he never gives up!

So, as a result of the “Awayday” feedback I shall
resolve in the future to improve my
communication skill s, to improve my listening
skill s – but above all to pay more attention to
God.  How about you?

With my best wishes to you all,
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Baptist Church news

Remember Them
In known and unknown graves they rest

The young, the bravest and the best
They too loved well what life could give

And yet they died that we might live.
Twice in half a hundred years

The price was paid in blood and tears.
Twice we faced the German threat
Twice the challenge has been met
Let not memory’s lamp burn low,

As generations come and go
Sing out their Glorious requiem

Remember Them, Remember Them.

November, this is very much the month for
remembering. At the beginning we have All
Saints day, and All Souls Day, and later
Remembrance Sunday, when we remember the
fallen from the two great wars as well as all those
who have lost their lives on Active Service all
round the world since 1945, and for each of these
days we think of all who were once where we are
now, but have laid down their lives for us, that
we might live, and have now gone on to greater
things and beyond our sight, but not our souls,
we can, and do still remember them.
We not only remember the Service Man, but also
the friends and families of the Servicemen, who
bear pains and scars of bereavement.
So as we remember on this Remembrance
Sunday, let us wear our poppy with pride.
Let us find resolve for the present and hope for
the future. And as we remember we would do
well to remind our selves that we do all li ve with
the precious gift of freedom.
Finally, let us pray for a wiser world, for
reconcili ation in the place of tension and
aggression, and for Compassion and Healing
amidst so much hurt and destruction in this sad
and sorrowing world.

When on the eyes of dearest friends-the marble
touch of death descends-we see them in their last
repose-but when to us those eyelids close-they
open somewhere to the light-the glory out
beyond the night. They wake where life’s dark
journey ends-to other joys and other friends-who

stand before their opening eyes-while we are
saying our goodbyes.     REMEMBER THEM.

The Baptist Church members and friends wish to
thank all who supported us at the table-top sale
at the W.I. Hall recently, thanks also to Clare and
Jan who were such a great help, another £62 was
added to our Restoration Fund. Many thanks.
We would also like to give a very warm welcome
to anyone who would like to join us on any
Sunday morning, at 11-00am. Apart from
Remembrance Sunday when we shall be at the
Parish Church, for the service of Remembrance.
Phylli s Langdon          Church Secretary.

Phylli s Langdon, Church Secretary
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TCT

Looking back to FOCUS May 2001
I have recently been given a copy of Focus May
2001 – thank you Brian - and have been reading
about the beginnings of what was then TCoops
and the re-opening of Thorverton Post Office,
yes it really was closed for some while not so
very long ago.
One of the articles was written by the late
Michael Lewis whom many of you will
remember. Without his superb efforts, we
probably wouldn’ t have a PO here now.   Many
of the words he wrote then and those of Sarah
Crawford the Postmistress of the newly re-
opened PO, are still relevant and indeed
extremely important for us to remember and keep
acting upon today, seven years down the road.
First I quote some of Michael Lewis’s article :
“Well! You got your Post Office back – and,
provided it is used, there seems little danger that
it will be taken away again. Further, not only do
you have your Post Office, you have a re-
established newspaper supply – even Sunday
newspapers – a photocopying service, a
stationery counter, a dry-cleaning and laundry
agency and a delicious selection of greetings
cards.
“All this has been achieved by the people of
Thorverton on their own without the help of any
other outside agency. In this you can take a
considerable degree of well-merited pride. We
know from the media that many vill ages have lost
a great deal of their social infrastructure –
including their Post Offices – and have not had
the will to strive for their re-instatement but
Thorverton seems blessed with a large number of
people who are prepared to give both their time
and their money in order to ensure that the
essential amenities of cohesive vill age life are
maintained. Without the wholehearted service of
a group of noble volunteers and the generosity of
more than eighty members, donors and patrons
coupled with the solid support of their own
charity, The Leonard Trust, there would be no
Thorverton Post Office and none of the other
benefits. It is to those bighearted people that all
our thanks should be directed.”
Second I quote part of Sarah Crawford’s
contribution :

“By the time you read this article, the new Post
Office will have been open for almost a month.
Almost everyone who has visited us has
remarked on the lightness and surprising
spaciousness of the cabin. Many too, have
enjoyed meeting old friends and getting to know
a wider circle of vill agers as they have collected
newspapers and magazines ordered through
TCoops. Brian, Mary, Gill y and I have received
nothing but friendliness and tolerance as we have
learned a complicated new job and tried to meet
everyone’s needs………..
“We are a Scale Payment Sub Off ice (SPSO),
and as such, our productivity and hence our
viabili ty, depends on the number of transactions
we perform each month. Every time we serve a
customer, whether it is to sell a stamp or to pay a
pension, to post a letter or to cash a cheque, we
earn points for the Office – call them Brownie
points if you will - and each of these points earns
certain remuneration for our Office……………
“The Direct Debit is the enemy of the village Post
Office – for almost wherever you can pay a bill
by DD, you could pay it our vill age Post Office
and earn us some Brownie points………..
“In short – if you can do it at the vill age Post
Office, you should be doing it – or don’t
complain if we eventually have to close. We’re
not just here for the odd stamp – YOUR POST
OFFICE IS FOR LIFE NOT JUST FOR
CHRISTMAS!!!  You can be assured of a warm
welcome and efficient service, and, as you leave,
the warm glow of knowing that you have done
your bit for the vill age community.”
Yes, you’ve heard a lot of all this recently too
and happily Thorverton Post Office has survived
yet another closure threat earlier this year. But
we must keep on properly supporting all the
services we still have, every week, every day.
I wonder how Michael saw the future and
whether he thought we’d still be operating in the
Portakabin in 2008? I also wonder how he would
have reacted to or acted on the news that The
Dairy was closing? Many have followed him
trying to secure a more permanent location for
the Post Office, and also researching possible
sites and options for another permanent vill age
shop.
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It’s all very well musing on this past history and
feeling pleased with our vill age’s efforts but what
then of the future? Please ‘put your thinking caps
on’ very seriously and let’s start addressing the
fact that we may be under threat of losing our PO
again before we wish if we don’t progress. We
also would very much miss our newspaper shop
and although Not the Vill age Shop is doing well
and helps us out a lot, it is far from ideal and
practical and is no great fun to work in as you
can well imagine.
The TCT Council would very much welcome
your ideas and offers of help, premises, funding,
anything to try to ensure that we don’t lose our

important community amenities or lose
community control of them.
We now have 150 subscription paying members
of TCT Ltd, yes you are part of the Company
and own a little bit of the Portakabin! It would be
great if even more of our parish population of
c.900 adults would support us in this way as well
as using the PO and paper shop.
Please contact a TCT Council member – see
below – soon, with your opinions and ideas, and
your £5 subscription if you are not already a
member.

Heather Kershaw, (Chair), Jill Blewett, (Business
Manager), Alli son Toogood, (Postmistress), Royston
Kershaw (Treasurer), Bryony Coles, Sally Baldwin,

Steve Rendell ,  Roseanne Benn

Award for Sam Fice

Sam Fice, who owns Energy Systems (SW)
Ltd, has won a National Award of Excellence in
just his second year of trading.  Sam was
nominated by OFTEC for The Cooker & Stove
Installer of the year and competed against other
companies through out the U.K to win the title
for the second year running. 
Sam took his team of engineers to London at the
beginning of October and was Awarded the title
at a Gala Dinner and Dance at The Russell Hotel.
The Award reflects the hard work and dedication
shown by his team and particularly himself.
They should be extremely proud of this great
achievement.
 

I Don’t Believe It!

It doesn’t always do what it says on the tin. I like
to encourage the survival of traditional industries
and skill s. So when I needed a new watch I
thought of Switzerland (and Julie Andrews) and
duly purchased a well-respected brand, the
manufacturers being founded there at the
beginning of time itself. A few weeks ago the
watch required a new battery and having
unscrewed the back was greeted by the word
JAPAN.
I also prefer, if possible and affordable, to help
keep my fellow countrymen and women in
employment. But, I’ve increasingly found that a
proudly displayed Union Flag on the packaging is
often accompanied by very small print saying

Designed in Britain. On investigation this usually
means Made in far away places with strange
sounding names.
Even local authorities can fool us. I recently
received a letter proudly displaying Beacon
Council 2003-2004, ignoring that in 2006 the
troubled authority sough help by entering
“voluntary engagement” with the Government
Office for the South West.
I look and listen with amazement as world
leaders blame their country’s current financial
problems on the global economic situation - as if
that is a satisfactory answer and that they have no
responsibili ty, either individually or collectively,
for the current chaos. What have they been
talking about at their almost monthly summits?
Having recently realised that Britain has few
national assets left worth privatising it appears
nationalisation is again in vogue, coming this time
to the pragmatic rather than ideological rescue of
our banking sector. So much for all the warning
signs in economic and other data carefully
collated and formatted for government and
business by the 3,900 staff at the Office for
National Statistics!
Onto more domestic matters, I did not expect so
much opposition from supermarkets to a
suggestion that, to discourage alcohol abuse,
there should be minimum retail prices. Whilst
normally wary of state involvement in price
fixing, I think it could be helpful.
It also seems morally wrong that, to maintain
overall profit margins, extra marks-ups are
applied to essential family foodstuffs in order to
subsidise my buy one get one free, beer, wines



Focus on Thorverton 18 Vol. 39  No. 10 – November 2008

and spirits. Paying the real price for our takeaway
tipples might also help to stem the quickening
demise of the British pub, or will i t just
encourage more cross channel transits?
With families feeling the pinch I was recently
surprised to find heavy crops of blackberries left
unpicked in local hedgerows. I always find
gathering nature’s bounty a spiritually uplifting
Dickensian event – even better than buy-one-get-
one-free!

Commentator

TADS

Thorverton Amateur Dramatics Present….
As always, rehearsals for the Christmas
Pantomime are a Pantomime in themselves and
are well underway for our upcoming production
of ‘Sleeping Beauty’ .
Colin Marshall is doing a Stirling job as Director,
loving being in control of his ‘ trusty band’ (we
love it really) who manage, year after year, to be
drawn to treading the boards in ridiculous outfits,
all in the name of entertainment!
This year, we are extra privileged, as Laura takes
to the stage as Prince Valiant, showing off those
amazing legs (Glad the diets going well Laura….)
opposite Amelia, who is our very own Sleeping
Beauty. Angie will , as always be providing the
most amusing entertainment as the court jester
and Caroline and Kathy will be battling it out as
the good and bad fairies.
Ken is looking forward to donning a frock, heels
and boobs as the dame, watch out chaps! whilst
Sam and Glen provide excellent banter as the two
heralds.
King Cedric VII of Entertainia (The poshest
name Bob has ever had I am sure) will no doubt
be spending the performance wondering why his
wife Semolina (played by my good self) is as fat
in the middle 16 years after having Aurora as
before she was born!!
Come along and see the final result at the
Memorial Hall on Thurs 18th, Fri 19th and Sat
20th December, tickets are £6 Adult, £4 Child
and £16 family (2A + 2C) Available from Beryl
Grace 01392 860489 from 1st November.

Lisa Browning, Secretary

THORVERTON & DISTRICT
HISTORY SOCIETY
Merin Waite made a welcome return giving a talk
on Cambodia – its recent history, religious
background and monuments.
Since its independence from France in 1953 the
country enjoyed several somnambulant years, the
Mekong irrigating the vast central plain providing
abundant harvests and rich fishing. With its own
complex politics the country was drawn into the
Vietnam War. The Khmer Rouge was victorious,
but rejecting all history and resetting the calendar
to zero, the country descended into chaos. Merin
recalled great efforts by the UN in 1992 to
explain democracy to the populace. In the
subsequent election Hun Sen was elected prime
minister and remains in office. Today the Country
is a melting pot of Indian and Chinese influences,
with occasional tensions with its neighbour,
Thailand. The recent discovery of oil has brought
many new friends. Cambodia is a small, largely
encircled, country, but in the 9th to 14th
centuries the Khmer Empire was all-powerful,
embracing most of the Indo/Chinese peninsula.
Built in the 12th century, the Empires capital,
Angkor Thom, was rediscovered by the French
and has 55 major temples. The Central Pill ar of
Angkor Wat, the largest temple, was dedicated to
the Hindu God Vishnu. Built slightly latter,
Bayon Temple has 54 towers and is adorned with
carvings of 216 faces. Angkor’s protective city
wall is some 12km long and 8m high with a 100m
wide moat.
The Hindu faith, with its pantheon of Gods and
rich myths and legends, gradually gave way to the
more reflective Buddhism – looking beyond both
material possessions and striving for a personal
nirvana.
Whilst the whole area has been recognised by
UNESCO as a World Heritage Site and is
cherished and cared for, Ta Prohm Temple has
intentionally been left to nature, with trees
gradually overgrowing and strangling the
structures
Merin’s richly ill ustrated talk showed the vast
scale and ornate detail of the temples, city wall,
gates and bridges, yet conveyed something of the
peace and tranquilli ty he felt during his time
there.

Barr ie Philli ps
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Legal Eagle
At about 8.50 p.m. on August 26 1928 Mrs May
Donoghue went with a friend to the Wellmeadow Café
in Wellmeadow Road, Paisley. The café was owned
by Francis Minchella. The friend purchased for Mrs
Donoghue a bottle of ginger beer and an ice cream,
the latter being served in a tumbler. The bottle
containing the ginger beer was made of opaque glass.
Mr Minchella poured part of the contents from the
bottle into the tumbler  containing the ice cream. Mrs
Donoghue drank some of the mixture and then her
friend poured the remainder of the ginger beer into the
tumbler. In evidence it was claimed that when the
friend poured the remainder of the ginger beer into the
tumbler, the decomposed remains of a snail floated
out of the bottle. Mrs Donoghue claimed that she
suffered nervous shock and gastroenteritis, and sought
£500 damages from the manufacturer of the ginger
beer, one David Stevenson of Paisley. Mrs Donoghue
was not able to sue Mr Minchella under the then Sale
of Goods Act 1893 as she had not been the purchaser
of the ginger beer. The case came before the House of
Lords in 1932 and the House held that a manufacturer
owes a duty of care in negligence to the ultimate
consumer/user of his products; that the manufacturer
was in breach of his duty to Mrs Donoghue and was,
in consequence, liable to her in damages.
This case laid the foundations of the modern law of
negligence. We all owe a duty of care to those people
whom we can reasonably foresee might be injured by
our acts and/or omissions. A good example would be
the duty of care owed by motorists to other road users.
A claimant in an action in negligence is required to
prove that the defendant owed him a duty of care; that
the defendant was in breach of the duty and that the
claimant suffered damage as a consequence of the
defendant’s breach of duty. Failure to prove one or
more results in a failed action. The case of Daniels
and Daniels –v- R White & Son Ltd and Tarbard
[1938] provides a useful ill ustration.
Mr Daniels was a market trader in the Old Kent Road.
On a hot July day he purchased from the Falcon Arms
( licensee Mrs Tarbard ), a jug of ale and a bottle of
White’s lemonade. He returned home and made
shandy for both himself and his wife. On drinking
both Mrs and Mrs Daniels suffered a burning
sensation in the throat. The drink was analysed and it
was discovered that the bottle of White’s lemonade
contained a residue of carbolic acid, which was used
in the process of cleaning bottles which had been
returned, for re-use.
Mr Daniels successfully sued Mrs Tarbard under the
then Sale of Goods Act 1893. The lemonade was not
of merchantable quali ty and was not fit for purpose.

Liabili ty under the Sale of Goods Act is strict
meaning that the purchaser does not have to prove
fault on the part of the seller.
Mrs Daniels, not having a contractual relationship
with Mrs Tarbard, Mrs Daniels not having been the
purchaser, sued White’s in negligence. Mrs Daniels
relied in support of her claim on the decision in
Donoghue –v- Stevenson the facts of which were
remarkably similar. Unfortunately her claim failed.
The court held that White’s had done all that might
reasonably be expected of them in seeking to ensure
the safety of their products and in consequence Mrs
Daniels was unable to establish that they had been in
breach of their duty of care to her.
You therefore have the rather odd situation that Mr
Daniels is able to recover in respect of his injury just
because he happened to be the purchaser.
In the years between 1938 and 1987 much disquiet
was voiced regarding this particular state of affairs. In
1987 Parliament passed The Consumer Protection Act
in response to the Product Liabili ty Directive
(85/374/EEC). Part 1 of the Act introduces into our
domestic law the concept of strict product liabili ty.
The Act makes producers ( and others ), strictly liable
for the death of or injury to the person and/or damage
to non-business property where the damage to the
property exceeds £275 in value, caused by a defective
product. A product is defective if it is not as safe as
persons generally are entitled to expect.
The impact of the legislation can bee seen in the case
of Abouzaid –v- Mothercare [2001] the claimant, then
aged 12, was helping his mother attach a lined
sleeping bag (called a Cosytoes) to a pushchair. An
elastic strap with a metal buckle on the end slipped
from his hand and flicked into his eye; his sight was
permanently damaged. He claimed damages from
Mothercare under Part 1 of the 87 Act claiming that
the product was defective. The court held that this was
so. Mothercare was held liable to the claimant in
damages in the sum of £30,000.
The importance of the legislation is that it relieves the
claimant from the burden of having to prove that the
producer was negligent. Had this legislation been in
force when Mrs Daniels suffered her injury from
drinking the White’s lemonade laced with carbolic
acid it is likely that she would have been successful.
The persons most likely to benefit the from the
legislation are people like Mrs Daniels and the
claimant in the Mothercare case; people who did not
purchase the product but who have been injured as a
result of consuming or using a product bought by
someone else.

Clive Hamblin
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Nature Notes

Back in September Julie Gordon was working in
the garden of Poole House when a young kestrel
landed on her head then took off and perched in a
nearby tree. On 20th September just before
midnight while taking family members home to
Efford and Newton St Cyres we saw two
badgers. One was running up the hill above Fordy
Bridge and the second one not far along the lane
the other side of Shute Cross. Several hornets
have been seen feeding on ivy flowers at West
Court, Raddon.
October
On 3rd October we had a devil’s coach-horse
beetle here at Lower Poole. At the October
Saturday market Robert Stephenson mentioned
seeing lots of squashed slow worms on the roads
at the moment. Then that very afternoon I nearly
stood on a beautiful copper coloured one as it
slithered across the garden path. On 13th
October I watched a squirrel hunting for nuts
among our hazel bushes but we had already
picked a lot of them and tasty they are too. We
left some unripe ones so squirrel should have
found a few.
The Beast

Over the years there have been many sightings of
the beast in the South West.
The sightings of the beast, possibly a puma are
either a black or sandy brown animal. The first
time it became a real entity for me was when my
father saw one, back in the mid to late 1990s at
Newton St Cyres. It came out of woodland into a
field and walked along the hedge line. Another
vill age resident happened to come along and my
father pointed out the animal. Sid decided to go
after it and ran down the hill side but before he
could come up the other the side the puma had
seen him and disappeared back into the wood.
Around that time another vill age resident had a
close encounter while walking her dog. The dog
started growling and its hair stood on end. Kathy
peered into the wood and saw the puma. A
woodsman also saw it in the same part of the
wood, it frightened him and he didn’ t want to go
there again. My dad decided to investigate the
area and found a deer carcase.

Next month I will write about sightings of the
beast at Thorverton. As promised I will not
mention names of those who have seen them, and
I say ‘ them’ because both colour types have been
seen.

Jenny Garne

25 Years Ago
Focus November 1983

Thorverton Garden Club
There are two types of gardener: one, who when
Autumn arrives closes the door, lights the fire, and is
thankful that the gardening is finished for the year; the
other, to which garden Club members belong,
continue to think about the garden, studies catalogues
and books, hopefully attends our meetings, and
dreams of what can be achieved the following year.
We warmly welcome new members, and non members
can attend a meeting which interests them, for a small
fee.
The Flower Show in August was a great success,
especially considering the diff icult growing season.
We were pleased to see members entering for the first
time, some winning first prizes. The small number of
children’s entries was a disappointment; we will have
to think up something to stimulate more interest for
next year. Any ideas for the show will be gratefully
received by the Committee.
At next month’s meeting, on November 14th, there will
be a talk by Mr. Simon Mill s, who is a herbalist. As

there is a growing interest in alternative medicine, and
many people have herbs in their own gardens, it
should prove to be a very popular talk.
Upton Pyne Garden Club have been invited to join us
for the evening. There will also be our annual Autumn
plant stall , when all the proceeds go to the Club, so
please bring along any spare plants that you may
have.
On December 12th there will be a demonstration of
Flower Arranging.
We have decided to form a rota to help with
refreshments. Milk and coffee, or tea, will be
provided, but it seems fairer to share the making
handling round and washing up-three or four people
each month. The most popular idea for the Annual
Dinner seems to be for it to be held at the Exeter Inn,
either a buffet or a sit-down meal, at some date after
Christmas. I will need to know the number of
members who would be interested at the next meeting
please.
The Dobies seed catalogues have arrived, and will be
given out at the November meeting. Till then, check
that your welli es haven’ t perished-you’ ll be needing
them.
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Mary Richards.
The Amazing Marie Curie.
There are not many names that stir the imagination the
moment that one hears them but Marie Curie is one of
them. November is the month she was born. It
surprised some to find that it was in Warsaw in 1867,
since her work is so closely identified with Paris. She
died in 1934.
Her career spanned those amazing pioneering years
from the late 19th century well i nto the 20th when so
much scientific research was done that has had vast
influence on our lives today.
She married the brilli ant young Pierre Curie soon after
graduating from the Sorbonne in physics and
mathematics. Together they worked in what was then
the brand new field of the study of radio active
substances. Pierre first concentrated on the physical
measurements and Marie on the chemical work. Later
they worked together on the isolation of new elements.
In 1902 from about one ton of pitchblende they
isolated a tenth of a gram of radium. In 1903 together
they were awarded the Nobel Prize in Physics, Marie
having already received the Davy medal of the Royal
Society. In 1906 tragedy came when Pierre was
knocked down by a horse drawn dray in a Paris street
and fatally injured. After his death Marie was
appointed to his Chair at the Sorbonne, but male
prejudice robbed her of membership of the Academy
by just one vote.
In 1911 Marie received the Nobel Prize in Chemistry
thus becoming the first person to receive two Nobel
science prizes. During the 1914-18 War, Marie
Curie’s work took on an even more practical turn as
she developed the use of x-ray examinations in
hospitals and herself drove a mobile unit from one
hospital to another.
In the post-war years she travelled widely lecturing in
Europe and the U.S.A. In the last ten years or so of
her li fe she had to have a series of operations on her
eyes. Finally as Leukaemia tightened its grip this
brilli ant and indomitable woman died and was buried
near her husband at Sceaux just outside Paris.
The Marie Curie Memorial Foundation was
established in 1948 as a living tribute to Marie Curie.
It is an independent voluntary organisation seeking to
provide support for those with cancer and for their
anxious relatives both in nursing homes and ‘at home’

Women’s Institute
The September coffee morning winners were as
follows: -
Pot Plants       Jane Sleep
Cake               Phyllis Langdon
Tea Towels    Sue Harlow

Bubble Bath   Flo Gilpin
Mr T Coleman gave a very interesting talk,
accompanied with slides, on Devon Farmhouses.
From the early days when man’s home was a
cave, houses, like fashion, have moved with the
times.  The earliest known house is on the
Auckney Island and is believed to be 5,000yrs old
(Stone Age).  A storm covered the house with
sand and it was not until some 4,000yrs later,
when another storm started to blow the sand
away, that anyone realised it was there.
In the Bronze Age houses were circular and
made of granite.  A good example of these can be
found on Dartmoor.
When the Romans arrived they decided that
houses should be square and they stayed this
shape through the Saxon and into the Norman
period.  The Normans built a lot of domesticated
houses. The windows and around the doors of
these houses were decorated in keeping with
churches.
Long houses came about in the 13th century.
These would have consisted of just one storey.
The front and back doors would have been
opposite each other and cows would have slept in
one end of the house.
We have of course progressed a lot since then.

Pauline Roberts won the ‘Prettiest Tablecloth’
competition while Elizebeth Redler won Flower
of the Month with a Fushia.

We would like to thank all of those who
supported our Tabletop on Sat Oct 18th.  It was
lovely to see so many of you there and we hope
you found what you were searching for.

A VERY BIG T HANK YOU

The WI members would like to thank all the
ladies who raised money for us by arranging the
Pudding night on Oct 18th.
We would like to thank all those who made
puddings, complete with recipes, those who
contributed to the draw, the wine waiters and
last, but definitely not least, all of those who
attended the event.
It was a lovely evening with background music
playing, t lights twinkling in glasses on the tables
and a lot of happy people with one love………
puddings.
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There is a misconception among some that this
was a WI event. I would like to emphasise that
we were ONLY the grateful benefactors who had
nothing to do with it.
The kindness of others raised a sum of £252-00.
To say we are thrill ed would be putting it mildly.
As we are a group of self-suff icient ladies, who to
the best of my knowledge have never asked
anything from the parish, fund raising can be an
uphill task.
Although we were successful in obtaining our
grant from ‘Awards For All’ there is still a lot to
be achieved, from the mundane things, like a
spring on the outer door to painting the premises
and the roof. We are also viewing the possibili ties
of having an outside area.
So once again thank you all very much.

Recipe: Apple Topsy-Turvey

900g (2lb) dessert apples, peeled, cored and
thinly sliced.
1 tablespoon melted butter.

120g (4oz) soft brown butter.
1-teaspoon ground allspice (or cinnamon and
nutmeg)
50g (2oz) currants, sultanas or raisins.
30g (1oz) flaked almonds.

Heat the oven to 350F (180C, gas mark 4).
Brush a 20.3 cm (8-in) diameter solid bottom
cake tin with melted butter, line with greaseproof
paper and brush the paper with a little more
melted butter.
Cover the base of the tin with sugar and sprinkle
over the spices. Arrange half the apples evenly in
the tin and press down. Sprinkle over the dried
fruit and nuts and the remaining spices and cover
with the remaining apple in another layer. Cover
with greaseproof paper and press down again.
Bake in the preheated oven for 1 and a half
hours. The tart can be served hot or cool. Turn it
upside down so that the caramel is on the top.
Make sure you let it cool completely before
turning out.

Sylv Gregory
Charity no 229868

TARTS news

Thorverton Amblers Ramblers and Trampers
On Saturday 4th October  the TARTS enjoyed a
shorter walk near Sidford, starting from the
hamlet of Harcombe. We were treated to some
coastal views but the outstanding feature of the
walk was the gorgeous autumn colours in the
woods, where we found a barn and log store very
conveniently placed for our lunch stop!
Afterwards we stopped for a coffee at Sidford
garden centre and were tempted to spend far too
much money at their Riverford farm shop.

Forthcoming dates:
Saturday 1st November . A 4-5 mile walk led by
Caroline, rural North Devon
Saturday 15th November . Walk led by Hilary,
location to be arranged.
Saturday 29th November . Longer walk led by
Pat and Ian Grimble.

Saturday 13th December . A short walk led by
Anne, this will start slightly later due to the
Christmas meal the night before!! Exact time to
be arranged.
Saturday 3rd January 2009. A short walk led
by Jean and Maggie to walk off the Christmas
excesses!

Walk descriptions will be available nearer the
date, posters will be up in the Old Post Office
window and also sent to those on the TARTS
email li st. If you would like to be included on the
list email Caroline at caggy72760@yahoo.com or
Jean at JBrown9842@aol.com
All walks meet outside The Bell at 09.30, and are
suitable for dogs unless otherwise stated.

T.A.R.T.S. weekday walks:
More walks are being planned in September and
details will be in the Old Post Office window.

• local short walks (3 – 4 miles)
• regular exercise in pleasant company
• dogs welcome
• meet promptly opposite The Bell Inn,

Thorverton
Caroline Prince
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School Report

An enormous vote of thanks must go to our
PTFA, who, through an incredible amount of
hard work, drive and determination put on a
fantastic Auction of Promises at the school on
Friday the 17th October.  We also owe a huge
debt of thanks to Peter Thomas from Stratton
and Holborow  who added humour, enjoyment
and increased the sums bid significantly! The
support we had from the wider vill age
community was wonderful, thank you all for
coming along and supporting us.  The Auction
raised over £5,000 all of which will go towards
improving facili ties at Thorverton C of E Primary
School.  We have plans to develop ICT across

the school and to free up the hall for PE and
lunches by moving the library into the current
ICT suite so the children have the opportunity to
carry out research through a variety of mediums.

It’s been a busy half term, the children in Class 1
have enjoyed learning about pirates, they have
been thinking about what clothes a pirate would
need to keep warm and dry, finding out about
where pirates might travel in the world, setting
sail on a pirate ship in the role play area, reading
treasure maps and thinking about what special
things they would put in a treasure chest.
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Class 2 have been learning all about children in
the Victorian times and had a superb trip to
Powderham, where they all managed to pass the
test to become servants in the big house.  They
turned their classroom into a Victorian mine and
found our about all of the jobs that children, their
age, had to do down the mine.  The children have
also been finding out about light and dark and
have had lots of fun making shadow puppets.

The children in Class 3 have been thinking about
what makes someone a hero with particular
reference to heroes in Elizabethan times.  They
performed a fantastic piece of action drama,
based on the role of the fire ships during the
invasion by the Spanish Armanda, during an
assembly, everyone watching was very glad they
were living in the present time in history and not
in Elizabethan times.  The children have also been
creating group sculptures inspired by masts, sails
and rigging, unfortunately, in the reproduced
photographs you won’t be able to see the
wonderful colours the children have used but if
you want to take a look at the sculptures in more
detail please come along to our Open Day.  Open
Day is going to be held on Tuesday 18th

November, the school will be open to the public
from 11 am and we will be having a short service,
led by the Bishop, to bless our new classroom at
2.30 pm, we look forward to welcoming you.

Our next Community Assembly will be on Friday
5th December at 3pm in
the School Hall, we warmly welcome anyone
from the vill age who would
like to join us.

Tania Markham, Headteacher

Thorverton Playgroup
2007/2008 Repor t
About us!
As a registered charity, Playgroup is run by a
management committee made up solely of parent
volunteers, We are lucky to have a wonderful Chair,
for the second year running, Laura Samuel, Louise
Heard as Treasurer and Sarah Mitchell as Secretary.
The rest of the committee consists of Hilary Lawson,
Lisa Browning, Nic Fice, Sarah Abrahams, Shirley
Willi amson, Rachel Parker and Karen Pugh. Without
the committee, playgroup cannot function, so support
from parents and the community is greatly
appreciated.
Thorverton Playgroup now provides five 2 ½ hour
sessions a week and three hour long lunch clubs in the
Memorial Hall .  Attendance numbers have remained
high, with seven children making the next step to
school in September. We wish Ethan, Megan, Ella,
Freddie, and Isobel all the best at Thorverton school,
Catherine lots of luck at Silverton and hope Martha
settles well i nto Stoke Canon.
Friday Club:  The transition into school is made less
stressful for the children (and parents!) by Tracy’s
Friday Club: a term prior to starting school Tracy and
Becki accompany the children for an afternoon session
at Thorverton school in the newly completed and very
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smart Class 1, this enables the children to adjust to the
new environment and teachers prior to the scary first
day!
Our staff:  We are very lucky to have a team of seven
local staff , all dedicated to their work and our
children, all keen to take part in training, it is their
dedication makes playgroup such a friendly, fun and
educational place to grow and learn. Thank-you
Tracy, Karen. Julie, Deishan, Becky, Claire and
Kirstie.
Toddler Group:  A Major change this year has been
the moving of Toddler Group from the Hall to the WI
Hut, victims of our own popularity we had simply
outgrown the space for the two to run simultaneously!
We believe toddlers have settled very well i nto the WI,
who have made them very welcome. A big ‘Thank
you’ to Nic Fice for organising the move.
Playgroup would very much like to continue our close
links, with toddlers joining us for events and parties,
and Tracy venturing up to the WI for the occasional
story time. Toddlers runs on Wednesday’s from
10am-11.45am
Facili ties & Services:  One of the main achievements
for the committee last year was commissioning Hilary
Lawson to create a facili ties and service report, with a
view to playgroup establishing it’s own premises (yes,
I hear you all groan ‘ it’s been tried before’ !) The
government are now incredibly keen for all pre
schools to be functioning from their own, permanent,
purpose buil t, sole occupancy building. Hilary has
case studied six such pre-schools, all of whom are
either in the planning stages, or have successfully
completed and moved into their premises. All the pre-
schools are in local vill ages.
A copy of Hilary’s report can be seen at Playgroup,
and all are welcome to view it.
Thorverton Pr imary:  We are also attempting to
form even closer links with Thorverton Primary
School, as we now work from the same educational
framework (EYFS Early Years Foundation Stage) in
the hope of sharing staff training and ideas - Karen
has already booked to attend a Physical education
course. Hilary and Laura Samuel (Chair of
Playgroup) have had a meeting with the school and

are in the process of drawing up a partnership
agreement.
Fundraising and Fun!  With regards to fundraising,
we had a fruitful year, including the Matford Car
Boot sale, Christmas Quiz Sheet, Easter Party and
Summer Bar-B-Q and fete. We were also granted a
£600 award from the Gemini Trust which paid for a
laptop, hard drive and printer for kirstie (our lovely
admin lady!) that we hope will have made li fe easier
for her.
Thank you for all the Sainsbury Active Kid vouchers,
we have ordered an array of equipment and the
children (and staff !) eagerly await it’s arrival. This
year we have decided to collect the Nestle (cereal)
Box Tops for books.  All this hard work helped fund a
Christmas trip to Pennywell farm, where the children
took place in a ‘ live’ nativity show in the
barn…complete with animals! A visit from Father
Christmas himself, a trip to the Build a Bear
workshop in Exeter, and a visit to the National Marine
Aquarium in Plymouth, thank you to Sarah Abrahams
for organising this..
Operation Chr istmas Child:  Leaflets are available
from Playgroup, Not the vill age Shop and The Bell
Inn. Boxes and items can be dropped to Playgroup
(Mon-Thurs 9.30-12) The Sycamores, Bullen Street,
or 13 Broadlands.
Community Involvement:  We would love the
community to become more involved with playgroup,
our theme this half term is Around the world in seven
weeks! If you have any interesting item or stories you
are able to share with us we would love to hear from
you! Please contact Laura 861496 or Lisa 861424
A BIG Thank You:  Thank you to the retiring
committee for your commitment, time and enthusiasm.
Staff f or their continued hard work, patience,
enthusiasm and Ideas. Parents for all your support,
and allowing us the time to watch your children grow
and develop, without you and them there would be no
playgroup.

Lisa Browning
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Exeter Inn Netball

Exeter Inn Netball team have started the new
season playing Division 1 in Exeter and also in
the Crediton league. We finished last year
winning the Crediton League for the fourth year
and finishing 3rd in the annual tournament. We
also finished fifth in Exeter Division 1 which we
were very happy about as it was our first season
in Division 1. We also won two tournaments
Versatili ty where everyone has to play
everywhere and also the Mixed tournament
where we  managed to rope three willi ng men to
play. Sam Fice, Dominic Carbines and Greg
Vooght. Thank you Sam, Dom and Greg for
being an outstanding defence. We will however
need you again next year to defend the title so
keep your skirts handy!!!!
 
Here are our results so far this season:-
 
Exeter
Exiles 17-45 Player of the Match:- Jane Coop 
Abbots Kerswell 27-21 POM:- Natasha Carbines
NU Heat Flame 41-43 POM:- Rachel Mirko

1 win and 2 losses, lets hope we can get some
more wins under our Skirts!!!
 
Crediton
Hi Line 65-20  POM:- Sarah Anstee
Waie Inn 51-18 POM:- Sue Farrell
Thorveton Stone 41-35 POM:- Vanessa Wilson
Rebels 75-20 POM:- Rachel Mirko
 
So four good wins for us in Crediton and 232
goals scored that's nearly 1 goal every minute of
netball played.  
 
We welcome three new players  to our team this
season - Jane and Emma Coop and also Sue
Farrell. That's the only trouble with a women's
sport you tend to lose players due to pregnancy.
Congratulations to Sarah and Howard Willi ams
on the birth of Isobel and we wish Tricia and
Michael Vernon all the best for their new arrival
in November. Maybe another girl to add to our
growing netball team.
 
Thursday 22nd October at Crediton it will be like
a local derby as we take on Silverton in their first

Winter league at Crediton. I am sure it will be
friendly as we have been training together. I will
report on the result in the next issue.
 
Thank you all for reading and feel free to watch
at any time we play alternate Wednesdays at
Exeter University and every Thursday at Crediton
Leisure Centre outside courts.
 

Natasha Carbines

Thorverton U10 Football

Thorverton under 10s have started the
season promisingly with four wins already. First
up were both the West Hill teams Hornets
and Wasps. It was a very warm September
morning at Tipton St John's playing fields and
Thorverton had their usual delayed warm up,
where they all look a little lost and wondering
what they are doing. Then the light bulbs kick in
and they start to play some delightful football.
Hornets were on the receiving end of 4 great
goals 2 for Bailey Carbines, 1 Ben Harget and 1
Calum Gill et. The next game against the Wasps
was a very tight game and it looked likely to be a
draw in the first half until Jamie Khan saved the
day with a great strike. Thorverton only just held
on in the second half to narrowly win 1-0. Both
West Hill teams played well and the Wasps were
unfortunate to score and get a draw. The Thors
welcomed a new face to their team today
Timothy Needs who helped out in both games
and did very well and hopefully enjoyed himself.
 
Pinhoe Gladiators and Spartans arrived at the
recreation ground on Saturday 11th October with
glorious sunshine and the hope that they may
leave victorious. this however was not to
be.  Thorverton won both games convincingly.
Beating the Spartans 5-0 Ben Harget, Jamie
Khan, Bailey Carbines and Charlie Sinclair
netting two, were the scorers in the first match.
Next up were Gladiators who lost 8-1 as
Thorverton were well warmed up and firing on
all cylinders with Bailey Carbines scoring a hat
trick Charlie Sinclair following form and gaining
another two also scoring were Calum Gill et,
Matthew Grace and Jamie Khan. Gladiators
consolation goal was a fabulous strike. Both
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Pinhoe teams played well and were respectful in
defeat.
 
Training is still happening at the recreation
ground Saturday mornings 10.30-12pm, new
faces welcome. 5-10 yrs boys and girls. Why not
come and have a go you never know you could
be the next Wayne Rooney or Steven Gerrard.
For more information contact:
Alex Ferguson or
Dominic 01392 860043
Mike 01392 861374

Natasha Carbines

Thorverton Cricket Club
Thorverton Cricket Club celebrated a successful
2008 season at their annual end of season
dinner/dance on Friday 3th October at the
Tiverton Hotel.  Almost 100 people attended,
including current and former players, colts
parents and sponsors. Club Chairman Charles
Kislingbury compered the evening, which saw
awards given to the following:
1st XI player of the season - Nick Barton
2nd XI player of the season - Jon Hull

Young player of the season - Sam Reddick
Simon Molyneux Clubman award - Bob and
Janet Rice
A big thank you to Kim Tait, Julie Choules and
Janet Rice for organsing the event.
 
The season ended with some of the best weather
of the summer, and with the 2nd XI being
promoted to Division C for 2009. Unfortunately
the 1st XI fell just a single wicket short of also
achieving promotion, but confidence is high that
we can improve on that for next season. All of
the Colts teams also performed very well, despite
many of them playing a year above their natural
age group.
 
All in all, the most successful season that
Thorverton Cricket Club have enjoyed for 5/6
years. Thanks to all involved, and looking
forward to 2009!
 

James Meredith

Golf Society Players of Thorverton

28TH September:  A glorious sunny Sunday
morning greeted the assembled throng of players,
all of whom looked happy to be out of bed and
prepared for the morning’s battle. The only
exception being Geoff Bulley, who, hiding behind
sunglasses and with cap drawn down low,
appeared to be having trouble with the bright
sunshine! Two threeballs and two fourballs set
out for the course with high hopes…..
In First place with, we believe, a society record
of 24 points was Phil ‘ the Power’ Oram. A great
round, brilli ant smack Phil and a superb haul of
points but chop, chop, chop, chop, Rusty be
savage and go for him.
Joint Second place went to those fine, respected
golfers, Scott ‘boom boom’ Hasler and me,
‘ throbbing’ Bob Hyde with a very creditable 22
points. Well played but not good enough on this
occasion, I can hear the snip, snip of Rusty’s
scissors as I write.
21 points was enough to secure j oint third place
for Dave ‘Howey’ Harlow and ‘Our leader’
Rusty Ball. Yet another fine example of golf to
be proud of, by this time the scissors may be
blunt – but still sharp enough to sort you two out
The Donna-Y Trophy was narrowly won by old
swivel hips himself, Rob Flatt. Whilst not having
the best of days on the points scoring front, Rob
could have added to his meagre tally had he
remembered that he had two shots on the one
hole when he picked up his ball which was resting
on the lip.
The Mounted Club for the shortest drive was
won AGAIN by ‘old swivel hips’ Rob Flatt. This
being with the first drive of the day, off the first
tee in front of the entire society – no excuses
there then Rob!
The Annika Trophy for last place was won by
Mark’Taffy’Cummins. On the morning that he
introduced his friend Mike Hutton to the society,
Mark produced a round of golf so inept that it
had to be seen to be believed. Back to the
drawing board Marco.
Phil’ the power’Oram’s day got even better when
he majestically chipped in for a TWO on the
second. A minimal pot left him digging deep for
the traditional round. Phil, there is a price to pay
for showing off!!
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Finally, and not a little sadly, our leader Rusty
Ball has decided to stand down from his
responsible position (?). He was going to do a
year but his congested social diary has led him to
quit whilst ahead. On behalf of all I should like to
thank Rusty for all his efforts. It is a thankless job
which now needs someone to take it on, so if
there are any idiots out there who would like to
give it a try then please inform Mr John Mann,
the society Chairman.  Rusty has implied that he
is still keen on keeping his position as CEO of
GSPOT International and will still organize and
put together the French Connection or wherever
it may be so do not fret.

An absolutely glorious autumnal day greeted the
few participants that took part in this Friday
afternoon outing. That is the only factual thing I
know about this meeting as I personally could not
attend. It’s a comfortable position  to be in as
normally I write the truth about what I see so this
report may rely a little on hearsay, if it does not
sound realistic, its not my fault. OK lets go for it:
First Place with a very good total of 22 points
was David ‘Howey’ Harlow,  I bet he is cursing
scoring  22 points with not much dosh in the pot,
Dave just enjoy the glory,  well played good
smack .
Second Place with 20 points,  ‘Professor’ Geoff
Bulley, he is never very far away from the  prize
money, good hit Geoff steady round.
Third Place went to ‘Old Magic Shoes’ , our
landlord John Mann with 18 Points. I sense this
was treated as a practice round, with not much
dosh in the pot why would he risk being cut for
the sake of a couple of quid, cunning old fox .
Donna-Y Trophy:  As I said, saving his
handicap a ploy here, John Mann on the 4th green
putting up hill on the slope  4 or 5 times before
he actually made it , he said his wrists have gone
all weak, you can think what you like as to how
this has happened, I will put it down to the
handling of  too much money which seems to be
a problem he constantly has  to deal with.
Mounted Club (Shortest Drive): winner Sam
‘Turnip’ Turner on the 4th tee, some thought he
had mistakenly used his putter but on checking it
was his driver he used to propel the ball some 3
or 4 yards. Hang in there Sam - its all between
the ears, ah maybe that is the problem.

Annika Trophy  (Last Place): Joint winners Sam
‘Turnip’ Turner & big shock here Scott ‘Boom
Boom’ Hasler both with 13 points, Scott has
been working with Colin Marshall of late now
that could do your head in, forget it and move on
Scott.
Bits and Bobs: No twos today and that certainly
saved you all money. There will be a few
handicap changes as anyone who dares to
transgress that 18 point threshold will be
punished, Dave & Geoff will suffer a little  also I
can see Scott getting maybe half a shot  back to
help his recovery, so he can get back to his old
self  ,

Well that’s it, another piece of script for Nevill e
to edit.  [ I wouldn’ t know where to start – Ed]

Bob Hyde

Poetry

 The Old Black Crock
 My grandmother - my mother's mother, Granny
Gibbs - was a wonderful and loving woman.  She had
nine children: seven sons and two daughters.  I spent
many summer holidays with her as a child.  I offer
this poem in her memory.   

Granny's old crock was iron black
And hung on a crook in the chimney stack,
Beneath it blazed a fire of logs,
Within it simmered beef or hogs
Knuckles, tripe or mutton stew,
With onions, carrots, turnips too;
The pied cat slept in sweet repose,
Close by the hearth; but twitched his nose,
As savoury smells imbued the air,
The source of which he hoped to share.
 
Beside the crock there hung a kettle,
In the same black heavy metal,
Each essential large and weighty
For Gran to lift, when nearing eighty;
Such hard work those old folk suffered
By no mod cons were their tasks buffered:
Every pudding, pie or cake
Was mixed by hand to steam or bake;
Each day the grate was cleaned and fired
(No help of any kind was hired).
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Fetching logs and chopping sticks,
Hard times indeed - yet eighty-six
Was the age dear Granny made
E're to this world farewell she bade.
I often think of dear old Gran,
When washing a lightweight pot or pan,
Shining bright in stainless steel
And visualize her chop and peel,
Vegetables to make a stock
For cooking in her old black crock.
 

Doreen Beer

Christmas Shopmobility

Exeter Community Transport Association’s
Shopmobili ty wheelchairs and scooters help less
mobile people get around the city centre and I am
hoping that you will be able to help us spread the
word through your parish magazine in time for
Christmas shopping. Our information is as follows:
 Anyone, Exeter residents or visitors,  needing help to
get around the city centre can borrow a manual or
powered wheelchair or scooter for shopping, sight-
seeing, business or meeting friends.  
 Booking by phone will ensure that a suitable vehicle
is available, but we will always try to help people who
call i n. We complete a simple registration process and
ask to see two forms of identification. We have a
range of mobili ty scooters and powered or manual
wheelchairs and full training in their safe use is
provided. A returnable deposit of £3 is payable for the
use of the vehicle and donations ensuring the
continuation of this valuable service are always
welcome.
 Exeter Shopmobili ty is based on the corner of Paris
Street and Southernhay, opposite Exeter Bus Station
and close to the Tourist Information Centre. Free
parking is available for Shopmobili ty users in the
Princesshay Car Park. Our opening hours are 9.30am
until 4.30pm Monday to Friday and 10a m until 4pm
Saturday, with additional hours for Christmas
shopping.
 Please contact me if you have any queries or concerns
and edit this as you see fit. If you are able to include
our information it would be lovely to have a copy of
your magazine. Thank you very much for your help.
 

Kay Yendall
Tel:01392 494 001

 kay@exetercta.co.uk

The Garden In November
I have been having a few thoughts about the past
season in the garden, before looking ahead to
next year. Personally, I think this is the worst
year I have ever had, some of which was due to
the weather, some my own fault.

The weather was pretty awful, with very little
prolonged summer sunshine, and far too much
rain or cloudy gloom, so I am going to have to
make some changes in the garden. Firstly, I am
somehow going to have to remove the clematis
Montana ‘Elizabeth’ from the old apple tree on
the south side of my small veggie plot. This will
be a wrench, as it is lovely in the spring, with
masses of pale pink scented flowers; but it does
keep out a lot of light and air, and vegetables
need all the sun they can get, and mine have been
very poor this year. The apple tree is still alive,
just, so I’m sure it will appreciate being
uncovered, and I shall put something far less
vigorous there instead. That will also help the
cordon apples and pears, and thornless tayberry
and black berry on the trelli s, all of which suffer
some degree of shading, to grow better.

The tomatoes have done a lot better than I
thought they were going to a few weeks ago. I
did get some blight on them, but I spent a lot of
time picking off every bit I could find every few
days, and sprayed them twice with Bordeaux
Mixture, and that certainly seemed to pay off I
cleared out the greenhouse plants last week, to
make way for the things I need to over-winter
out of the frost, and I shall very soon have to
take out the outdoor plants, as we are now
getting very cold nights. With a bit of luck I shall
have tomatoes ripening for several more weeks
on various windowsill s, and I want to make some
green tomato chutney from my grandfather’s
recipe — it’s a great standby to go with cold
meat over the winter months! MEMO for next
year — start to spray the tomatoes much earlier
so that blight does not get a hold at all.

It is time this month to collect up all the fallen
leaves and start off a new leaf mould heap. I have
two wire - netting - sided heaps side by side, and
anytime now, last year’s not quite rotted down
heap, which is half the height at which it started,
will have the previous year’s (2006) added on top
of it. This is now ready to use, and by the time I
get down to the mould below, that should also
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have rotted. This year’s leaves will now go into
the empty heap, which will be built up and well
pressed down over the next month or so, and be
left until this time next year. Because it is
comparatively weed-free, this leaf mould is very
useful for mixing seed composts. Leaf-clearing is
a job I quite like doing, as it is fairly light work
and the results are quick - a nice tidy garden and
a fast- growing heap.

Now that we are coming into colder weather, it is
time to check that paths are free of algae to
prevent them becoming dangerously slippery, and
to keep the lawn leaf free, as this can kill the
grass, and also get very slippery. Bird feeders and
water bowls should be regularly cleaned, to avoid
causing sickness in the very birds you are trying
to help.

If you still have any bulbs waiting to be planted,
get them in NOW!

PLANT OF THE MONTH.

CORNUS SANGUINEA ‘Midwinter Fire’

This shrub is grown for its coloured stems.
During the winter months, after the leaves have
dropped, the stems stand out a glowing orange-
red, and it looks best with a dark background to
show it off I think the colours look brightest with
the late sun on them. This shrub should do very
well for those of us who have heavy clay soils,
and as the colour is best on the young stems, it
should be pruned back hard, down to a few
inches, in February, either every year or every
two years.

Pat Brooks
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Thorverton Parish Information
(Please notify any changes to the Editor.)

AIR AMBULANCE EMERGENCY - QUOTE NATIONAL GRID REFERENCE
RECREATION GROUND – Sheet 192 SS 923019   MEMORIAL HALL FIELD – Sheet 192 SS 926019

Bus services            See inside back cover
Carers' Suppo rt Group Anne Higman, Wyndham House Surgery, Silverton.   860034.

Meetings - 3rd Wednesday of month, Wyndham House, 2.30-4.30 p.m.
Church (C of E) The Revd. Douglas Dettmer, The Rectory, Thorverton.  860332

Church Wardens Peter Colebrook, Ockero, Thorverton.  861019.
Edwin Greed, Fortescue, Netherexe.  841231.

Consort Mary Thomas, 1 The Glebe, Thorverton.  860730.
P.C.C. Treasurer Royston Kershaw, 25 The Glebe, Thorverton.  860419.
Friends of Thorverton Parish Church Trust    Emmie Aird, Kirkfoard, The Berry, Thorverton.

Church (Baptist) The Revd. Maurice Harrison, 01884 258599.
Secretary Phyllis Langdon,  860932. Services, notice board or Focus.

Coun ty Coun cill or Cllr. Mr. M. Lee.  01363 772671.
District Coun cill or Cllr. Mr. R. M. Deed.  01392 861258.
Doctors Dr  Jon Wride & Lynne Anderson / Drs Stead, O’Brien & Ziegler. Surgery

times: see below.
Electricity (Western Power) Report a loss of power: 0800 365 900   Bill Enquiries: 0800 365 000

Street lights 0870 556 1851
Friends of Thorverton & Silverton Surgeries     Christine Walker,  881501
Gas Emergency 0800 111999
Leonard Trust   Chairman: R. Hughes. Secretary: Mrs. E. Hughes, 3 Dinham Mews, Exeter   EX4 4EF
Library (Exeter Mobile)      EVERY WEDNESDAY, 2.55pm to 3.15pm  in the Quarry Car Park
Newspaper Reporter (Express & Echo)   Jane Ristic, 53 Silver Street, Thorverton.  860054
Parish Coun cil Chairman Cllr. Michael Ayre,
Parish Clerk Mrs Kate West, Great Pit Stables, Silverton.  861560.
Parish Coun cil Meetings 2nd Tuesday of month, at The Memorial Hall, 7.30 pm.
Parish Allotments Contact the Parish Clerk - 861560
Parish Coun cil Notice Board  Situated in School Lane, opposite the Thorverton Arms.
     IMPORTANT!- PLANNING APPLICATION NOTICES ARE DISPLAYED HERE.
Pension Service PO Box 93,  Plymouth  PL6 5WJ.      0845 60 60 265
Police Central Switchboard 24 Hours:  0845 2777444.
Post Off ice Portacabin (TCT Ltd)  Quarry Car Park, Thorverton  EX5 5NG.   860455

Mon. to Fri :  9 am.-1.00 pm.,    2 pm.– 5.30 pm.
Sat. : 9 am.-12 noon      Sun.  9 am - 10.30 am for newspaper sales only
Business Manager:     Jill Blewett, Faircop, Jericho St, Thorverton
Chair and Company Secretary: Heather Kershaw, 25 The Glebe, 860419

Public Telephon e Kiosk Opposite the Church, outside the Bell Inn, Dinneford  St.
Schoo l (C of E Primary)  Head Teacher: Tania Markham   860374.
Schoo l Governors Chair: Clive Hamblin

Clerk: Jane Ristic, 53 Silver St.  860054
Schoo l P.T.F.A. Chair: Deishan Luffman, North Barn, Raddon, Thorverton. 860016

Secretary: Marie Thomas, 01884 855275
Treasurer: Di Baker, 860426

South West Water 24 Hour Emergency: 0800 169 1144.           Helpline: 0800 169 1133.
Thorverton Mill ennium Chair: Dame Margaret Turner-Warwick, Pynes House,

Green Trust Silver Street  861173     Hon. secretary: Shirley Hoole.
Thorverton Rural Services Chair: Alan Turner, 860164

Association
Tiverton Volunteer Centre 28, Gold Street, Tiverton  EX16 6PY.  Judy Seymour, 01884 255734.
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Thorverton Organisations

Amateur Dramatic Society     Chair: Colin Marshall, 861228
Secretary: Lisa Browning, 861424
Meetings - Last Wednesday of each month at the W.I. Hut.

Art Group Barrie Phillips, Crossmead, School Lane, Thorverton. 860529
Meet Fridays during term-time at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 am-12.00.

Arts Exchange Claire Cousins, Cubberley House, The Berry. 860438.
Monthly meetings in members’ homes at 8.0 pm. (see Diary)

Association Foot ball Club   Chairman: Andy Harris, 01392 851664
Secretary: David Gregory, 2 The Orchard, Brampford Speke, 841803.

Bridge Circle Graeme Culshaw, 3 The Glebe, Thorverton 860203.
Meets 1st/3rd/5th Fridays at the W.I. Hut from 7.00 p.m..

Brownies’ Leader Hannah James, 0789 403 7133.
Meet Fridays during term-time at the W.I. Hut, 5.30-7.00 pm.

Church Flower Club Meetings as advertised.
Cricke t Club Chair: Charles Kislingbury, Arley House, 19 Church St, Silverton.  860270

  Secretary: M C Denford, 14 Moorlands, Tiverton EX16 6UF 01884 255076
Fixture Sec: J Meredith, 190 Mincinglake Rd, Exeter EX4 7DS 01392 272504

Focus Magazine Chair: John Carter, Rewe.  841237
Editor: Neville Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062.
Secretary: Jane Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062.
Treasurer:  Barbara Uglow, 14 Cleaves Close, Thorverton. 860614.
 Focus deliveries – John Carter, Rewe.  841237

Friends of Silverton & Thorverton Surgeries
Coffee Mornings in The Royal British Legion Club, Silverton
held on the LAST THURSDAY of every month except December.

Golf Society Players of Thorverton Care of Exeter Inn, 01392 860206
History Society Chair: Bill Stamper, Dunelm, Raddon, Thorverton. 860214

Secretary: Phyllis Langdon, Ferndale, Bullen Street, Thorverton. 860932.
Ladies Group Meet 2nd Thursday of month,  (Venue and time - see Focus Notices).
Memorial Hall Committee  Chair: Mr Mike Shelton. Fir Tree House, Bullen Street. 861027.

Treasurer: John White, Waters Ford, Milford Lane. 860827.
Secretary & Bookings:  Jean White, Waters Ford, Milford Lane. 860827.

Memorial Hall Market 2nd Saturday of the month, at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 - 11.00 am.
Playgroup Contact: Laura Samuel (Chair) 861496.

Mon 9.30am-12pm, Tues/Weds 9.30am-12pm & Lunch Club 12pm-1pm,
Thurs 9.15-11.45am; 12.45pm- 3.15pm & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm. during term-time, at Memorial Hall.

Thorverton Ambling, Rambling and Tramping Society (TARTS)
Contacts : Caroline Prince 07749 775304 or Jean Brown 861176
See notices of walks in Old Post Office Window Bullen Street.

Todd ler Group Contact : Nic Fice 860318.
Wednesdays, during term-time, at the W.I. Hut, 9.45 a.m.-11.45.

Rainbo ws Contact Jean Pearn  860105, Penny Fice  861136,
Term-time, Tuesdays  4-5 pm at the W.I. Hut.

Royal British Legion Chairman / Hon. sec:  Bill Stamper,  Dunelm,  Raddon, Thorverton. 860214
Hon. Treasurer: Emmie Aird.

Women’s Institute Secretary: Susan  Maguire    01392 860631
Bookings:  Susan Maguire    01392 860631.
W.I. Meeting. 1st Tuesday of the month at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm.
Whist, 3rd Tuesday of the month, at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm.

W.I. Market & Coffee 4th Saturday of the month at the W.I. Hut. 10.00 am. to 11.00 am.
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Doctors’ Surgeries

THE EXE VALLEY PRACTICE

Dr JON WRIDE and Dr LYNNE ANDERSON

The Surgery, The Berry, The Surgery, 3 Coach Road,
THORVERTON EX5 5NT SILVERTON EX5 4JL
Tel: 01392 860273 (24 hours) Tel: 01392 860176 (in surgery hours)
Fax: 01392 860654 Fax: 01392 861598

www.exevalleypractice.co.uk

Surgery Hours

Mon. 2.30  -   4.30   Mon.     9.00  - 11.00
Tue. 3.30  -   5.30           Tue.      9.00  - 11.00
Wed. 10.30  - 11.30  Wed.     3:30 -    5:30
Thu. 3.00  -   5.00              Thu.      9.00  -  11.00
Fri. 9.00  - 12.00              Fri.        3.00  -    5.00

The Surgeries are OPEN at the followi ng times

Mon.   8.30  - 12.45  &  2.00  - 6.00               Mon.      8.45  - 12.30
Tue.    8.30  - 12.45  &  2.00  - 6.00               Tue.      8.45  - 12.00
Wed.   8.30  - 12.45  &  2.00  - 5.00             Wed.        3.00  -   6.00
Thu.    8.30  - 12.45  &  2.00  - 6.00        Thu.          8.45  - 12.30
Fri.      8.30  - 12.45  &  2.00  - 4.00         Fri.           2.00  -   6.00

REPEAT PRESCRIPTIONS  (Monday – Friday)   Please note that 48 hours notice is required for ALL
repeat prescriptions. Repeat Prescription line:    01392 861622

WYNDHAM HOUSE SURGERY,  Fore Street,  SILVERTON,  EX5 4HZ
Telephone 01392 860034                   www.wyndhamhousesurgery.co.uk

Dispensary Hours:     Monday to Thursday:     09.00 – 13.00  &  14.00 – 18.00
                                   Friday:                            09.00 – 13.00  &  14.00 – 17.00

Please note The doctors are happy to speak to you on the phone instead of an appointment. Please
request this from reception when you telephone.

Dr Jonathan STEAD Dr Anthon y O’BRIEN Dr Emma ZIEGLER

Monday 09.00 - 11.00 08.30 - 10.30
                            15.30 - 17.30                         15.00 -  17.30                                                                     

Tuesday 09.00 - 11.00 09.00 -  12.00
                            15.30 - 17.30                         15.00 -  17.30                                                                     

Wednesday 09.00 - 11.00 09.00 - 11.00
                            15.30 - 17.30                                                                       15.00 - 17.00                       

Thursday 09.00 - 12.00 09.00 - 11.00

Friday 09.00 - 11.00 09.00 - 12.00 09.00 - 11.00
Alt. weeks *15.00 - 16.00 Alt. weeks

(Urgent cases only)*
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Bus services

Turner’s Tours / Carmel Coaches (bus 678)  Mon-Fri. 10.09 from The Berry and the Baptist Chapel.
Return 13.35 from Exeter bus station, Stand 5.

Please note that the Cook’s Coaches service 55B has ended, and is replaced by Stagecoach at slightly altered times.

Stagecoach (service 55B) Mon-Sat (except Bank Holidays)
To Tiverton  07.56, 8.53, 10.48, 12.43 14.43, 17.38, 18.18 from The Berry and Broadlands.
Return from Tiverton bus station. 07.30, 9.30, 11.25, 13.25, 15.20, 18.30.

To Exeter 07.55, 09.55, 11.50, 13.50, 15.45, 18.55 from The Berry and Broadlands.
Return from Exeter bus station. 07.35, 08.30, 10.25, 12.20, 14.20, 17.15, 17.55

Stagecoach 55 service runs every half-hour in each direction along the Exeter-Tiverton road, stopping at the
Thorverton turn.  Please consult Stagecoach 55 Group timetable for details of this service.

Stagecoach free service to Somerfield’s, Broadclyst, from Broadlands on Tuesdays 14.00.

Stagecoach offers a variety of concessions for regular commuters, shoppers, children, students and jobseekers as
well as one-day unlimited-use Explorer tickets. Further details from Stagecoach: 01392 427711 or 01803 664500 or
www.stagecoachbus.com or www.devon.gov.uk/devonbus.

Devonbus Timetable Information: call Traveline  0870 608 2 608  Timetables available at the Post Office
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Diary 2008
Please notify FOCUS Editor of additions or changes.

(Email : focusonthorverton@yahoo.co.uk or phone Nevill e Lane on 861062)

NOVEMBER
Sat 1st Shopping day to Cribbs Causeway, leave the Berry 9.00 a.m.
Tue 4th W.I Meeting: She was only a Railwayman’s Daughter.
Sat 8th Saturday Market, Memorial Hall , 9.30 to 11.00 am

Ladies Group, Ferndale, Bullen St. 7.45 p.m.
Sun 9th Remembrance Day Service in Parish Church, 10.00 a.m.
Thu 13th Arts Exchange, Colours, Cubberley House, 8.00 p.m.
Sat 15th Children in Need Shopping Christmas Event  Memorial Hall , 12 - 4
Tue 18th Craft Classes at the WI Hut, 2.00 to 3.30 pm

School Open Day
Whist, W.I. Hut, 7.30 p.m.

Sat 22nd W.I.Christmas Coffee Morning/Stalls at the WI Hut, 10 a.m.
Open Day to discuss the future of Thorverton Memorial Hall , 10.00 am – 4.00 pm

Fri 28th Thorverton & District History Society: Tom Greeves, Dartmoor Historic Images, WI Hut, 7:30 p.m.
Sat 29th Not The Vill age Shop Two-Year Celebrations, Quarry Car Park, 10.00 am – 12.00

DECEMBER
Tue 2nd W.I Meeting: AGM
Thu 4th Arts Exchange, Gifts and Giving, Garden Cottage, 8.00 p.m.
Sat 6th Holly Ball , Thorverton Memorial Hall , 8.00 pm

Surgery Coffee Morning, WI Hut, 10.00 am – 12.00
Tue 16th Whist, W.I. Hut, 7.30 p.m.
Sat 20th W.I Coffee Morning/Stalls. 10 a.m.
Sun 21st Christmas Carol Service at the Parish Church, 5.00 p.m.

Baptist Church Carol Service, 10:30 a.m.

2009

JANUARY
Sat 10th Church Consorts’ 10th Anniversary Songs of Praise, Parish Church, 6.00 pm

JUNE

Sat 13th Thorverton Country Show
Sun 14th Thorverton Country Show


