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Editorial

Another school summer holiday nears an end and we
ask ourselves where the time went. Well I enjoyed a
fortnight in France in August and returned to find my
water butt still full to the brim, giving me a fair
indication of what it had been like here. I suppose that
the rain has helped those of you have kept your
hanging baskets looking good for so long now though.
Every cloud…

I actually rather enjoy the early autumn as I am able
to make pickles and chutneys (if my family does not
complain too loudly!). I just love the smell of them
and even rather like the colour stains that preparation
of the onions and other vegetables and fruit gives to
my fingers. It looks as though it may be a good year
for apples, although if my growing efforts are
anything to go by it may be considerably less good for
tomatoes. For those more proficient than me who want
to show off their produce, I can recommend the annual
district ploughing match – see the Notices section –
which always has a large produce section. A
ploughing match is not something that I had come
across before I came to Devon, although I understand
that they do in fact take place in many parts of the
country. I marvel at the skill of the ploughmen and
never cease to be amazed at the care and attention that
they put into the cutting of each furrow.

As we reflect on the success of our Olympians I am
pleased to include two reports of sporting success
closer to home: firstly the success of the tug-of-war
team, masquerading as the Lamb Chops though
clearly mostly made up of Thorvertonians, who are
pictured on the front cover; and secondly that
achieved by our junior football team who rounded off
another exceptional season, in which they won all of
their league matches, with victory in the annual
Newton St Cyres tournament. Well done boys.
London 2012 may come a li ttle too soon for you, but I
wish you success for the 2018 World Cup?

Watching the Olympics did set me thinking that it
would be good to have some showcase for any
budding Olympians in the vill age, and indeed for those
whose Olympic aspirations are more limited -
restricted to just watching, for example. Surely the
time must be ripe for an annual sports day/festival at
which we could demonstrate our skill s. Something for
2009 perhaps? Certainly you could count me in.

Thank you again to those of you have contributed
articles to this month’s Focus. Do keep them coming
so that Focus truly reflects the full range of vill age li fe
here.

Nevill e Lane, Editor
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Letters
From Don Hodgetts of Wee Cott, Bullen Street
Cream Teas in aid of the Baptist Church, Tuesday 8th

July

What a pleasure it was to spend a very pleasant
afternoon in the delightful garden of Mary and Brian
Trump and to enjoy the lovely cream tea.

It did not go unnoticed that Mary, Brian, Phylli s and
David Langdon, Jan Hambly, Claire Heaven and
Dorothy Folland all worked hard, not only on the day
but also beforehand to make sure that the day was a
success.

We look forward to the next time for a repeat
performance. It was so good I take this opportunity to
encourage the residents of Thorverton to support
efforts of this kind.

Thank you all again for a good afternoon.

From Marjorie Helley, 1 Bullen's Close
I would like to thank family and friends who recently
gave donations totalli ng £125 to Rowancroft Hospice
in Torquay.

From Alan Hannaford
I have just read the Focus from cover to cover & wish
to thank with good grace the acknowledgement by the
Commentator on my response to a recent article of
his/hers. Well done “Ed” a good job I feel and as a
Show Committee member it was a great show and a
huge “well done” to all those involved Thanks too to
RF.

I would like though to add a cautionary note regarding
the 'ecologists'. These are not extraordinary people,
just ordinary ones with enthusiasm for their beliefs &
a particular way of li fe style, perhaps. However they
do tend to possess a wish list of environmental
requirements that cannot be delivered in the blink of
an eye even under the most favourable conditions, &
several members of the Focus team are aware of my
views on certain issues, & perhaps are thinking of my
personal safety by not publishing a previous comment
sent through, for which I am grateful. Perhaps we will
reach Eldorado/Shangri-La/Utopia alla Star Trek
style in the 23rd century where nothing pollutes
anything apparently! Well perhaps.

It would not matter to some ecologists /
environmentalists if a net positive effect was produced
& the National Grid got some energy back in the
system as a result, they would still find fault
somewhere along the line as opposed to positive praise
of technology, although as with everything in li fe,
there is always room for improvement. Everything
pollutes one way or another. The embodied energy in
production of OSB is very low in comparison to most
other readily available similar products, hence its
popular use & I will take issue with anyone
challenging this point. As stated, Scandinavian
countries are very conscious of this, as are the Scots
who produce it over here. (Lately even more so I
suspect!) It is an engineering/scientific fact that there
will always be losses through any system & nothing
can ever be 100% eff icient despite what some may
suggest or even aspire to. North American products
do have a higher embodied energy content but that is
improving.

As to the aesthetics, I part accept Commentator’s
point & I am personally not a fan of brick cladding of
timber frames as I think it architecturally dishonest.
This is what one gets when one builds to price & not
specification, & why “one-offs” are relatively
expensive in comparison. I would much rather honesty
be displayed as done by those buildings down near to
Exe Bridges / Haven Banks junction, a mix of housing
& retail , all elegantly clad in timber!  I would take
issue with the ghastly galvanized exposed steelwork
though, far better in polished or satin finished
stainless steel or simply painted steelwork. (But that’s
(some) architects for you – oops another dagger in
view).

As to Commentator’s opening remarks, whenever I
hear a government spokes-man/woman/person/expert
(please delete as appropriate so as not to offend
someone, somewhere), say that something is free, the
very antithesis springs to mind. The very term
government expert should raise eyebrows everywhere
& carry a government health warning. Perhaps my
passing half-century has left me rather cynical about
poli tics & poli ticians in particular, with that beaming
smile on both faces!  AND as for the freedom of
choice you suggest, well what planet do you live on?
Whatever next, you’ ll be expecting freedom of
thought & speech next, let alone information! Oh well,
time for a (what) summer G & T I think – better
thoroughly wash that lemon first, & no lead crystal
for me I tell you, & bang goes the pewter tankard for
a drop of local cider at the weekend, as long as it’s
sterile, but that’s another story.
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Thorverton Parish Council
Report of the July meeting of the Parish Council

AFFORDABLE HOUSING

Dame Margaret Turner Warwick gave an update on her efforts to facili tate the development of affordable housing at
Court Barton.  She reported that Lucy Hodgson had taken over as Planning Off icer and had agreed to provide
comments on any plans, disregarding fundamental policy principles against them.  The Architect was working on the
plans for the shop/post off ice and no further progress had been made to the Planning Support Statement or Design
and Access Statement for the proposed housing.  A final decision had not been made as to whether the application
would be combined, or separate but simultaneous.  The Chairman agreed to write to the agent asking for progress to
be made.

VILLAGE SHOP/POST OFFICE

Councill ors viewed the latest plans produced by the architects instructed by the Church Commissioners, which
TRSA had not yet seen.  After discussion it was agreed that a meeting with TRSA was desirable and a date was set
as 22nd July 2008, at 19.30 at the Memorial Hall.

PARISH PLAN

Cllr Spivey reported that in excess of 185 out of 350 questionnaires had been returned.  A meeting at the end of July
would be held to receive statistics and these would be fed back to the working groups.  On 21st October a
presentation on the results would be made to the vill age.

PLANNING MATTERS
A. To note Planning Decisions received to date of meeting:

i. Ref: 08/00864/CAT Notification of intention to fell 1 Leyland Cypress tree, Little Mead, Jericho Street,
Thorverton.  Approved.
ii .Ref: 08/00342/FULL Change of use of redundant farm buildings to live/work unit
Crosses Hulk Lane Thorverton (Revised scheme).  Approved.

B. To note other Planning matters:
i. Ref: APP/TPO/Y1138/109 Appeal against refusal of application to fell 1 silver birch and carry out works to
1 silver birch protected by a TPO.

OTHER PARISH BUSINESS
• District Cll r Deed reported that the Boundary Committee suggestions were for 3 unitary authorities: Plymouth,

Torbay and the rest of Devon on existing boundaries, OR Exeter & Exmouth, Plymouth, Torbay and the rest of
Devon.  All District Councils would cease to exist.  Suggestions would be heard if the Parish Council would like
to make any.

• The Chairman and Clerk had met with the new Church Commissioners’ agent to try to gain permission for sheds
on the allotments and are waiting to hear back from them.  It may be possible to connect a water supply but it is
diff icult to see how this could be fairly charged for.

The next Parish Council Meeting will take place in the Memorial Hall on Tuesday 9th September 2008 at 7.30pm.
An Agenda is displayed on the Parish Notice Board prior to meetings.

Kate West, Parish Clerk
Telephone: 01392 861560, email: Thorvertonclerk@aol.com

www .Thorvertonp arishcoun cil.com
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Thorverton Memorial Hall News

A Winter’s Tale

The weather was certainly not kind to us on 5th July
for our Open Air production of “A Winter’s Tale” .
However, the performance went ahead though in the
Hall . Once again the cast surpassed themselves and all
who braved the rain and winds had an enjoyable
evening

Saturday Market

100 Club Draw Winner for August
£50 – No 4 Judith Penny

Market Draw Winners for August were:
Duck Dinner Megan Pearn
Fruit Basket Midge Selley
Plant Clive King
Bottle Cava Vic Gregory

Bingo

The end of an era! The final regular Bingo session
took place at the Hall on Tuesday 19th August.
Numbers attending have been dropping over the last
year and, with the increase cost, especially for meat, it
was becoming almost impossible to make any profit
so the Committee sadly agreed to “call i t a day”.

Reg.Charity No. 203776

Notice Board

Family Dog Show & Car Boot Sale
In aid of St Peter’s Church����������	
 ����� �������� �������	��� ���� �������� 

Car Boot Sale from 1.00pm, Dog Show Entries taken from 1.00pm Dog Show commences 2.00pm prompt

Fun Classes for all Dogs including Waggiest Tale, Most Appealing Eyes, Best Condition, Best Child Handler, Best 6
Legs : £1 per class

Plus Prize Draw : Refreshments : Cake Stall

REDUCED!!!!
The WI ladies have scaled the price of their piano
down to £20 in a bid to keep it in the vill age.
Buyer collects.                          Contact: Sylv 860183

Charity no 229868

Thorverton Co-Operative Trust Ltd
Annual General Meeting

Monday Sep 22nd 7.30 pm   WI Hut
Members are urged to attend to hear reports, elect a new
Council of Management, ask questions, make suggestions
and discuss plans for the future. We need YOU.

Enquiries, proposals, apologies etc. to The Secretary
Heather Kershaw 01392 860419

Northcott Theatre
The English Touring Theatre in a co-production with
Exeter Northcott presents Far From The Madding
Crowd by Thomas Hardy, adapted by Mark Healy,
from Thursday 11th to Saturday 27th September. This
is a new adaptation by Mark Healy for English
Touring Theatre which opens in Exeter before
embarking on a nine-date UK tour. Tickets are
available on 01392 493493 and online at
www.exeternorthcott.co.uk
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  THORVERTON
MEMORIAL HALL

 SATURDAY MARKET

               

Saturday 13th September

 9.30 - 11.00am

Breakfast Bar, Fruit & Veg
Books, Cards, Jewellery
Jams/preserves, Plants

Br ic-a-brac, Cakes, Draw etc.

 100 Club Draw

Reg. Char ity No. 203778

Thorverton Arts Exchange

At Arts Exchange meetings we share our enthusiasms
for writing, music, painting, film, craft etc. with one
another.

Usually there is a theme to our choices, but
occasionally an individual member will take
responsibili ty for a whole evening.

The meetings take place in members’ homes at 8.00
p.m. The next meetings are:

September 4th Fruits, Stable House
October 9th Fantasy, Campion Cottage
November 13th Colours, Cubberley House
December 4th Gifts and Giving, Garden Cottage

New members are always welcome.
For further information contact

Claire Cousins at Cubberley House, The Berry
(860438)

Church Consort Practices

Thursdays, 7.45 p.m. in church
September  18th, 25th

October       2nd, 16th, 23rd

November    6th, 27th - Christmas I
December   4th (Christmas II) , 11th (III) , 18th (IV)

Junior Consort Practices

Mondays 3.30 pm to 4.30 pm in school unless
otherwise stated
September 8th (in Church) 22nd, 29th

October 13th

November 3rd, 17th

December 1st, 8th, 15th (in Church)
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World's Biggest Coffee Morning

Join the World's Biggest Coffee Morning - now in its
18th year! On Friday 26th September.

Raise your cup with friends, family and colleagues
and help Macmill an Cancer Support improve the lives
of people affected by cancer. Every cup counts!
Whether you raise £10 or £200, every penny will
make a difference and help change lives. Last year,
two milli on people got together, created a huge stir
and raised £7.6 milli on! Please take part in the
World's Biggest Coffee Morning in this our special
anniversary year and we'll send you everything you
need to make your get together a great success!

I'm up for a coffee! Register now by visiting
www.macmill an.org.uk/coffee or calli ng 0845 602
1246.

Tour of Britain
The Tour of Britain is due to race through Devon on
Tuesday 9th September. The south-west stage is
expected to be the toughest of the entire race. It will
set off f rom Chard in Somerset before crossing into
Devon and passing through Tiverton, South Molton
and a gruelli ng King of the Mountains climb at North
Molton as it heads on to Exmoor and then to the finish
in Burnham-on-Sea.

Cheriton Fitzpaine ploughing
match
The Cheriton Fitzpaine & district, 63rd annual
ploughing match to be held Sunday 21st September
2008 at Cross Barton, Sandford, Near Crediton by
kind permission of Mr & Mrs J. Crooke & family.

The event commences at 9.30 am and is proving to be
popular with entries. There is still time to enter any of
those handicraft / skill s / hobby classes as entries
close 10th September, so budding bakers, flower
arrangers, photographers and children - fill i n a form
now. For a schedule and / or entry form please contact
Mrs Julie Davey, West Raddon Farm,
Shobrooke, nr Crediton. Tel 01363 772309.

For all those who wish to enjoy a pleasant rural day
out then just turn up on the day, entry is free,
programmes available to purchase on entry.  There is
a chance to win a lovely foodie hamper and a draw
with many prizes. Refreshments & ice creams
available throughout the day on site (ever hopefull
with the weather!!) along with a display of vintage
machinery. Everyone is welcome - so do put it on your
calendar. We look forward to seeing you there.
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Parish Church Services and News
The Church of England

welcomes you!

SEPTEMBER
SERVICES & INFORMATION
The Netherexe Parishes
A Mission Community in the Diocese of Exeter

www.netherexe.org

SEPTEMBER 7       Trinity 16

9 am Holy Communion (C) at Huxham   RP

10 am Family Service of the Word at Newton St Cyres   Lay-Led & HD

10 am Holy Communion (T) at Tho rver ton   CH

11 am Service of the Word at Upton Pyne  Lay-Led.  Please note time

11.15 am Holy Communion (T) at Cowley  JB

11.15 am Service of the Word at Rewe  VQ & GK

5 pm ‘Service with a Smile’ ! at Stoke Canon  (Jubilee Hall) For all ages

6.30 pm Joint Service at Bram pford Speke Bapt is t Chapel   PW

6.30 pm Evening Prayer (BCP) at Pol t im ore  RP

SEPTEMBER 14       Trinity 17 / Holy Cross Day

8 am Holy Communion (BCP) at Newton St Cyres   RP

10 am ‘At Your Service’ ! at Tho rver ton   For all ages

10 am Ordination of Deacon s & Holy Comm un ion at E xeter Cathedral  The Bishop of Exeter

Everyone is warmly invited to the cathedral church of our diocese to support Hil ary
Dawson , assistant curate in the Netherexe Parishes, as she is ordained deacon today.  To
enable as many as possible to attend the ordination, most of the usual services in the group
will not take place.  Car-sharing is encouraged; please use the city-centre car parks as
parking around the cathedral is extremely limited.  For the best choice of seats in the
cathedral, plan to arrive early.

SEPTEMBER 21       St Matthew’s Day

10 am ‘Service with a Smile’ ! at Bram pford Speke   For all ages

10 am Holy Communion (T) at Cadbu ry  CH

10 am Holy Communion (C) at Newton St Cyres   RP

10 am Holy Communion (C) at Pol t im ore  DD

10 am Holy Communion (C) at Stoke Canon (Jubilee Hall)  DD

10 am Morning Prayer (BCP) at Tho rver ton   JD

10.30 am Holy Communion (American BCP) at Huxham  The Rev. John Oda-Burns, from California,

celebrating the golden anniversary of his ordination as priest in Exeter Cathedral in 1958

11.15 am Holy Communion (T) at Upton Pyne  SS

3 pm Harvest Festival – Evening Prayer (BCP) at Netherexe  DD

6.30 pm Evening Prayer (BCP) at Huxham   RP

SEPTEMBER 28       Trinity 19 & Harvest Festivals

8 am Holy Communion (BCP) at Tho rver ton   DD

9 am Holy Communion (T) at Bram pford Speke   RP

10 am Harvest Festival Service (SW) at Cadbu ry  DD

10 am Holy Communion (T) at Cowley  JB

10 am Service of the Word at Pol t im ore  Lay-led

10 am Harvest Festival Family Service (SW) at Stoke Canon (Jubilee Hall)  HD

11.15 am Holy Communion (C) at Rewe  RP

5 pm Harvest Festival – Evening Prayer & Family Service at Tho rver ton  DD & HD
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OCTOBER 5       Dedication & Harvest Festivals

9 am Holy Communion (C) at Huxham   DD

10 am Holy Communion (T) & Children’s Group at Tho rver ton   SS

11 am Harvest Festival – Family Service & Holy Communion at Newton St Cyres   RP & HD

11 am Harvest Festival Service (SW) at Upton Pyne  JD

11.15 am Harvest Festival – Holy Communion (T) at Cowley  JB

11.15 am Harvest Festival Service (SW) at Rewe  DD

5 pm Mission Community Youth Service (SW) at Stoke Canon  Jubilee Hall
6.30 pm Harvest Festival Service (SW) at Bram pford Speke  DD

6.30 pm Harvest Festival – Evening Prayer (BCP) at Pol t im ore  HD

Daily Services   Usual pattern – please see the Sunday leaflet ‘In Touch’ for daily services each week

Mond ay 9 am Morning Prayer at Stoke Canon Chapel

Tuesday 9 am Morning Prayer at Stoke Canon Chapel
6 pm Evening Prayer at Rewe

Wedn esday 9 am Morning Prayer at Tho rver ton

Thu rsday 9 am Morning Prayer at Tho rver ton
5 pm Evening Prayer at Newton St Cyres

Fr iday 9 am Morning Prayer at Tho rver ton

Saturday 8.30 am Morning Prayer at Tho rver ton

Midweek Holy Communion will be celebrated at Tho rver ton at 9 am on t he foll ow ing Thur sdays:
October 2; November 13; December 18.  All are welcome

DD = The Rev Douglas Dettmer, Priest-in-Charge
RP = The Rev Richard Potter, Associate Minister

SS = The Rev Sue Sheppard, Associate Minister
HD = Mrs Hilary Dawson, Licensed Lay  Worker

JB = The Rev John Benton
BB = Mrs Bridget Boxall
DB = Mr David Boxall
AB = Mrs Annabel Branney
CC = Mr Chris Cook
JC = Mrs Jane Cook
JD = Mrs Julia Dallen

CH = The Rev Chris Hughes
GK = Mrs Gwynneth Keehner
SL = Mrs Sue Longridge
JM = Preb John Mapson
DP = Mr David Perrott
VQ = Mrs Valerie Quinn
SM = The Rev Sue Martin

VM = Mrs Valerie Mills
MJ = Mrs Maureen Owen-Jones
JS = Mr John Sandford
GS = Mr Guy Sheppard
AS = The Rev Alan Simmonds
PW = The Rev Peter W ebb
HW = The Rev Harold W hitty

Family Services of the Word marked ! are led by Lay Teams

Welcome to our new Admin istrative Manag er

Mrs Lind a Dal ton  has been appointed Administrative Manager for the Netherexe parishes – a new post –
from September 8th.  She will work from 9.30am-3pm on most Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednesdays, from
next spring at Stoke Canon although temporary arrangements will be in place in the meantime.  Contact
details will be available soon and will be published on the website, in the weekly notice sheet ‘In Touch’,
and in next month’s magazine.

Linda writes that she ‘moved to Broadclyst from Norwich 22 years ago with our two young children.  I have
been actively involved in the life of Broadclyst parish church since then, and have been previously
employed in the voluntary sector, i.e. the Citizens Advice Bureau and Hospiscare.  Please say how much I
am looking forward to getting to know everyone and working within the Mission Community.’

Linda will be with us for the joint service and lunch for all the Netherexe parishes at Upton Pyne on
Sund ay, Augu st 31st at 11am , where we will have an opportunity to welcome her personally.

Wou ld you li ke a li ft to chur ch?
May we offer you a lift to the parish church or to a joint service elsewhere?  For transport to Sund ay
serv ices from locations in Thorverton parish, please ring Steve Rendell on (01392) 860780.  To arrange
a lift to the weekday Holy Comm un ion  at Thorverton on the dates listed above, please ring Margaret
Turner-Warwick on (01392) 861173
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Home Group s

All home / study / fellowship groups across the Netherexe Parishes are open to everyone wherever you live.  W ould
you like to try one out in September?

RATSLOE – Home group
Wednesdays for tnight ly , 7.45pm at Lo w Orchard, Ratsloe, Polt imore
Contact Jane & Chris Cook, tel. (01392) 841484

A home group is a place….. where the worship is powerful….where the prayer is effective…..where we learn from
God’s word…..where gifts are developed…..where we care for each other……where everyone feels at
home……where everyone is growing….where people have fun……where you can be encouraged……where we can
be family…..where we can reach out together .

At the Ratsloe home group which meets fortnightly on Wednesday evenings, we also share hospitality – starting our
gatherings with a drink and dessert!   We regularly share worship together and follow a course of study either of a
bible book or a contemporary book written by a well-known Christian with guidelines for home groups.  Study leads
to discussion which can be wide ranging and in which all can join or not as they wish.  The evening ends with
prayer for each other, for our local church and for the wider world.

W e have recently finished John Ortberg’s book God is Closer Than You Think, which has been helpful to us in
learning to experience more deeply God’s presence in ourselves, in others and in the world.

W e meet again on Wednesday 3rd September  for a barbeque and social evening, at which anyone considering
joining the group would be very welcome (RSVP).  Study evenings start again on 17th September , followed by 24th
September and then fortnightly after that.  W e have decided to use a Scripture Union course for small groups
published in 2007, described as 'Fresh, innovative, imaginative, inspirational - these sessions will breathe life into
your understanding of the prophets'.  The studies reveal what the prophets were saying in their time and encourage
us to consider what they might be saying to us.

REWE – Fell ow ship group
First Thursday of the mont h , 7.30 pm at Autum n Haze, Rewe
Contact Sue & Guy Sheppard, tel. (01392) 841284, or autumnhaze@supernet.com

For the rest of 2008 we will be looking at and discussing the Channel 4 programme “Priest Idol”. This is a series of
three television programmes first shown in Nov 2005, which follows attempts to save a church facing closure in
Lundwood near Barnsley.  In order to allow time for discussion, we will look at half of a programme each time; they do
divide obviously.  The discussion notes we will be looking at after viewing the programme aim to help viewers reflect
on some of the lessons learned at Lundwood and apply them to their own church situations. All welcome, this is open
to anyone, whatever church they attend (or none).

Next sessions: Thursday 4th September , 2nd October, 6th November, 4th December.  There is no particular worry if
you can’t make each session; as is common with many TV programmes there is an ample resume of what has gone
on before at the start of each programme.

STOKE CANON – Study group
Third Sunday of the mont h , 7.30pm at 9 Old Barn Close , Stoke C anon
Contact Maureen Owen-Jones,  tel. (01392) 841085

W e read through and study various books of the Bible, at the moment we’re halfway through Hebrews . We start again
on Sunday 21st September .

THORVERTON – Bible Study , Prayer and Friendship
Tuesdays in term t ime, 8pm – 9pm at 20 Sil ve r St reet , Thorve r ton
Contact Liz Rendell, tel. (01392) 860780

As summer holidays were fast approaching it seemed appropriate that our home group completed its 14 month (or
thereabouts!) journey together through the book of Acts; all 28 chapters!   An incredibly practical account of God in
action through the likes of Paul, the early Church - and potentially you and me.

Bible study takes place fortnightly with an evening of prayer on the alternate Tuesday.  During both evenings, time is
made for a general chat and cup of coffee/tea.

After the summer, we start again on Tuesday 9th September .  W e shall be looking at the Parables (Jesus’ way of
teaching through stories and allegory).   Do join us.  If you are unable to come regularly, please feel free to come
when you can. There is no register!    W e use a Scripture Union Life Builder study book to guide us and this makes it
easy to catch up if some chapters are missed.  It also has answers to questions in the back!  Some people just come
to the Bible study, others find the prayer times more helpful.  It is so encouraging to see prayer answered and equally,
supportive when we need to persist in prayer.  Something that many of us find we need to do, from time to time.

UPTON PYNE – Wednesday Gather ing
Wednesdays for tnight ly , 7.45pm at The Seychell es, Upton Pyne
Contact Don Hanson, tel. (01392)  851295

W e meet as a group of friends to read short passages of scripture, to discuss its meaning for us and to pray together.
W e start again on W ednesday 10th September.
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EMMAUS – A jou rney of fai th

Ever find yourself wishing you had a faith that makes a difference and gives more meaning to life?

Or do you wonder about the faith you already have and where it’s leading you?  

EMMAUS is a course for anyone wanting to know something or more about Christian faith, a chance to question and
learn with no strings attached.

It will be happening once a fortnight for six sessions in a small group led by members of a friendly team from your
local Church of England parish churches in the comfortable room of Brampford Speke Chapel.

You are very warmly welcome to a ‘taster’ session on Monday, September 22nd from 7.30 to 9 pm at Brampford
Speke Chapel.

For further information, please contact Bridget Boxall at Poltimore on (01392) 841355 or Hilary Dawson at Stoke
Canon on (01392) 841928

From the Par ish Registers   To mid-August

Fun eral John Smith (July 24 at Rewe & burial at Stoke Canon)

From Hilary Dawson
Assistant Curate in the Netherexe Parishes

It is now about six weeks since I moved into Stoke
Canon vicarage, and the family and I have been very
touched by the welcome we have received from our
new friends and neighbours across the Mission
Community – thank you! It has been good to have had
this summer holiday time to settle into our new home
and to start to get to know people. We already feel
very much at home.

On September 14th I will be ordained deacon in Exeter
Cathedral but what does that mean? For me it signals
both an ending and a beginning. It marks the end of a
three year period of formal training for ministry within
the Church of England although, of course, the
process of learning and training continues. It marks
the beginning of public ministry for the ten of us who
are to be ordained by the Bishop of Exeter on that day
and who will then serve in churches across Devon.
For the next four years I will serve as curate within

this Mission Community, first as deacon and then as
priest.

So, what is a deacon? The off ice of deacon is a
particular and ancient one and has certain distinctive
characteristics. The first and perhaps most central
characteristic is that of service. Within the Church of
England ministry has a three-fold shape – deacon,
priest and bishop. No-one can be ordained priest or
bishop without first being ordained deacon - priests
always remain deacons, and bishops always remain
deacons and priests. Throughout their ministry the
ordained person retains the essence and privilege of
what it is to be a deacon - to serve others, in the words
of the ordination service, ‘ that the love of God may be
made visible’ . Deacons represent the servant-hood of
Jesus who is the model and example for their ministry.
In some ordination services the bishop washes the feet
of those who are to be ordained recalli ng the time
when Christ washed the feet of his disciples.

The second characteristic is that the deacon acts as a
bridge between the church and the world and is
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sometimes said to have a foot in each. Perhaps one
function of the deacon is to be a constant reminder
that lay and ordained make up one body serving God
together.

By now you might be wondering what it is a deacon
actually does! Deacons are called to share in the
pastoral ministry of the church, to serve others, to
pray, to baptise, to take funerals and assist at
weddings, to preach, to lead worship, and to assist in
the sacrament of Holy Communion.  Just as with any
other new role there will be much for me to learn and
to discover about ordained ministry.

This sounds very daunting but the ordination service
itself reminds us of three very important things –
place, gifts and prayer. When deacons are ordained

they are rooted in a particular place. At the moment of
ordination a deacon is surrounded by people from
their local area because they are part of a community
of people serving God together. Within that
community everyone has different gifts and talents all
of which are needed as the community does its best to
‘make God’s love visible’ . Finally, the service reminds
us that none of this can happen without constant
prayer.

It is my privilege to be ordained to the Netherexe
parishes and to be part of this loving, serving and
prayerful community. I look forward to meeting lots
more of you as the weeks and months go by and to
discovering more about this beautiful part of Devon.

Hilary Dawson

Are you good at Listening?
Would you like the chance to improve your skill s so
that you can feel more useful to friends, neighbours
and in your local community?

The churches in the Netherexe Parishes are planning
to offer an effective listening course, open to anyone,
at various locations this autumn. Although the course
has a Christian slant, it has value for all . There is no
obligation to become involved in any church or
community project as a result of attending the course.
It will be useful in itself for you personally and for our
communities. The course is free of charge, though
small donations to defray expenses will be welcome.

Each course has two, two hour sessions. The dates
planned are on Monday evenings (choose Sep 22 & 29
in Poltimore or Oct 13 & 20 in Cadbury) or Tuesday
mornings (Nov 11 and 18 in Stoke Canon). Places are
available on a first come first served basis.

To book your place, please telephone Carole Hossell
01392 461279.

Further information is available from Carole Hossell
(Poltimore), Charlie Francis (Brampford Speke),
Geoff Saltmarsh (Upton Pyne), Julie Stirling
(Cadbury), Maureen Owen-Jones (Stoke Canon),
Royston Kershaw (Thorverton), Sue Browne (Newton
St Cyres) or Sue Harvey (Netherexe).

Expert Patients Programme
Support for long-term health conditions in Devon

People in Devon li ving with long-term health conditions
are to receive free support from trained tutors. The Expert
Patients Programme (EPP), run by Devon Primary Care
Trust (PCT), will help them develop skill s, confidence
and knowledge to manage their conditions better and have
more control of their li ves.

Led by trained tutors who have experience of li ving with a
long term health condition, the programme includes
relaxation techniques, dealing with tiredness, healthy

eating, coping with feelings of anger and depression,
communicating with family, friends and health care
professionals, and planning for the future. Anyone li ving
with a long-term health condition is invited to take part.

Devon PCT also runs Looking After Me courses for carers
who look after a person with a long term condition. All
these courses are free but it is advisable to book early in
order to secure a place.

To take part in an EPP or Looking After Me course,
contact Devon Primary Care Trust on 0800 073 0792 or
by email: d-pc.EPP@nhs.net

Dates of the EPP courses:
Location Dates Time
St Thomas Methodist Church Hall , Cowick Street, Exeter, EX4 1JE 24 Sep - 29 Oct 2008 (Wednesdays) 2pm - 4.30pm
Boniface Centre, Church Lane, Crediton, EX17 2AH 30 Sep - 4 Nov 2008 (Tuesdays) 2pm - 4.30pm
St. James Church (Main) Hall , Mount Pleasant Rd, Exeter, EX4 7AH 16 Jan - 20 Feb 2009 (Fridays) 10.30am - 1pm

Dates of the Looking After Me courses:
Location Dates Time
Council for Voluntary Service (Exeter), Wat Tyler House, King
Willi am Street, Exeter, EX4 6PD

17 Oct - 28 Nov (Fridays except 14 Nov) 10.30am - 1pm (Sandwich lunch afterwards)
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Baptist Church news
Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I fear no
evil ; for you are with me, your rod and your staff-they
comfort me.
You prepare a table before me in the presence of my
enemies; you anoint my head with oil ; my cup overflows.
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of
my life, and I shall dwell i n the house of the Lord my
whole life long.    Psalm 23 v4-6.

The beginning of the psalm, “The Lord is my
shepherd”, was a vision of green fields and idylli c
lakes. It would be easy to dismiss it as escapist. But in
these verses the person who wrote the psalm
acknowledges that li fe is not always blissful. There
are ‘dark valleys’ and ‘enemies’ . Is the gentle
shepherd any use when the going gets tough? Oh yes!
He carries a club for defence, and wields a staff so
that the sheep can be prodded in the right direction
when coaxing is not enough.

The metaphor then changes and the Lord is no longer
a shepherd but a party-giver. And what a host! There
is a buffet that those who have been making your li fe
miserable can only drool over, the beer is overflowing
the glasses, and there are beauticians on hand to make
sure you look and feel great. What a contrast to the
rural  serenity; this is a nightclubber’s dream!

Which appeals more- the tranquilli ty or the revelry? In
either case, this is the place in which you want to stay
your whole li fe long. In fact, for eternity! Both are
places where genuine goodness and endless mercy can
be found. Pursuing those is genuinely satisfying in a
way that a day in the countryside or a night in a club
never could be.

Plan a day in the country or a night on the town,
depending on which part of the psalm has awoken
your imagination. No matter which you chose, think in
advance about what issues of goodness and mercy are
in those settings.

What does it mean to have moral integrity as a
follower of the good shepherd or a guest of the
welcoming host in those places?

Baptist Missionary Society news.

The children arrived with much excitement , tearing
across the jungle clearing in the early morning light;
some in Welli ngton boots, others barefoot. Some are
wearing faded t-shirts and shorts, while other li ttle
girls appear in party dresses.
Now, they are sitting quietly in the wooden hut which
serves as their classroom. Their eyes are fixed on
Guill ermo, the pre-school education programme

(PEPE) teacher. In his tribal language, Shuar, he
recounts the story of David the shepherd boy.

Shifting from Shuar to Spanish, Guill ermo asks,”Who
would be able to kill wild animals li ke David did when he
was a boy?”

“Me” pipes up three year old Deysi with a grin on her
face.

“How?” Guill ermo asks.

“With a machete” she answers simply.

Guill ermo smiles. “ I don’ t think David had a machete.”

This is the newly-formed PEPE in Valle Hermoso, a
community that takes its name from the beautiful
valley in which it is found. It takes a two-hour bus
ride into the jungle and an hour’s walk balancing on
tree trunks over muddy paths to reach.

The community of Valle Hermoso survive on yucca,
plantain and potatoes boiled over log fires,
supplemented with meat from jungle creatures and
fish from the rivers.

Life seems hard in this remote place, without clean
water or electricity.

However, with the help of a local mission worker from
the Ecuadorian  Baptist Convention, Guill ermo and
his wife Lili an have begun a small church and a PEPE
preschool to reach out to adults and children with the
love of God in words and action.

Harvest Services at the Baptist Church here in
Thorverton  will be on September 14th/15th. Sunday
morning at 11-00am, and on Monday, tea will be at 4-
30pm, Service at 6-00pm with the Auction of Produce
to follow.

Proceeds on the Monday will as usual be for
Operation Agri, the Baptist Mens Movement, who
supply tools and seeds etc. to all parts of the world
that it is needed to help those in poorer countries to
grow food and feed their famili es.

We welcome anyone at any time over the weekend.

The ladies of the Church will be decorating on
Saturday 13th September, in the afternoon, and would
appreciate any gifts of flowers, fruit or vegetables,
that you have to spare. Do come and join us, and give
thanks for all God’s beautiful gifts of flowers and
plenty of food to eat.

Phylli s Langdon, Church Secretary
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Working in Eritrea as a volunteer
teacher
What can you do with onions and tomatoes? On
Monday? And Tuesday? And Wednesday, Thursday,
Friday and Saturday? And next week, and the week
after and for over two years? And Sundays? On
Sundays you might get eggs.

Onions and tomatoes were my staple, daily foods for
the two and a half years that I spent working in
Eritrea as a VSO volunteer. Eritrea is Africa’s newest
country having gained independence after a terrible
and hideously destructive 30 year war with Ethiopia.
Their education system therefore needs a huge amount
of help and VSO supports the government in this area.
In February 2006 I took up a placement in a small
vill age about 35 kilometres west of the capital city,
Asmara. Not being a spring chicken teacher, yet a few
years off retirement, I decided that I needed a new
challenge before being put out to grass. And
challenging it most certainly was. Challenging
physically, emotionally, educationally, culturally and
spiritually. I loved it. Even in my very low moments,
and there were quite a few, I loved it.

My job was to train teachers in interactive and child
centred methods. Most teachers have only a very basic
level of English – less than their students in some
cases - and their own teacher training is less than a
year. With very low salaries, no choice of whether
they want to be teachers or not, few resources and
large classes, motivation among teachers is low. So
first I had to find out for myself what it’s like to teach
a class of 80 or more pupils, three or four to a desk,
many of them hungry having walked a long way to
school, with only a few text books and pencils to go
round, with English levels varying from “Hello, how
are you, I am fine”, to “What is your favourite
football team?” It is not easy and after my first
teaching session with grade eight pupils – age range
14 to 23 – I cried. But I persevered and when I got
home after the second week I cried again. After two
months I loved teaching grades three and four and had
managed finally to control my gorgeous grade eights –
admittedly with the help of the head teacher, who gave
me much support with discipline - and I began to love
them too. The idea that children in the developing
world are desperate for education and beautifully
behaved is not true. Children in the developing world
are like children all over the world. They are
boisterous, incessantly chatty and would prefer to be
outside playing than in a classroom. Fortunately most
of my grade eights were eager to learn and although
lively and lovely, they were never rude. The first two

disastrous weeks were my fault as I had over-
estimated their abili ties and had too high expectations
of them. The grade three and four children were
gorgeous and much easier to manage despite greater
language diff iculties.

Having gained some experience in the classroom it
was then time to move on to working with teachers.
My main aim was to motivate them, to get them away
from the standard method of writing work from the
text book onto the blackboard for students to copy
while they then wandered off to the staff room or tea
shop until the next lesson. The initial focus of my
work involved running workshops on a variety of
topics such as, ‘How to teach Phonics’ , ‘Encouraging
a reading culture’ , ‘Reading Skill s’ , ‘Making
resources’ and ‘Lesson Planning’ . One of the main
problems was getting teachers to arrive on time. There
is Eri time and English time. Eventually I managed to
combine the two and gradually lost my Western
obsession with starting events on time. If a workshop
was due to start at 8a.m., I planned the programme
from 10a.m. A trick I learnt was to ask teachers to
arrive an hour early. Two hours later we would be
able to start. But the best trick of all was to set the
time for returning after lunch at 2.07 or 2.13 and for
some reason they all responded to this and were
delighted when they could show me their digital
watches indicating the exact time. Previously when the
afternoon programme had been due to start at 2.00pm,
teachers returned shortly before thee o’clock. The
most productive work came from classroom-based
work, giving model lessons followed by team teaching.
Teachers have never experienced, either as pupils or
in their training, any form of interactive lessons.
Chalk and talk from a teacher has been their model.
Asking questions of students and giving small groups
or pairs questions and problems to solve was
completely new to them. If I could get teachers to
begin to enjoy just a few moments of teaching, often
using games and group activities, then I knew that the
teachers would find some rewards for what is an
extremely diff icult job in those circumstances. It was
such fun. I certainly had a good time, worked very
hard and had many teachers beginning to try out new
methods and became eager to share ideas and
resources with their colleagues. And at last, teachers
began to think about lesson objectives and plans. I
must have achieved results as after two years, the
educational advisors asked me to extend my contract,
which not only gave a boost to my confidence and
ego, but enabled me to continue living in a part of the
world which is starkly beautiful. Above all I was able
to continue living with a community of people whose
warmth, generosity and hospitali ty I have never before
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experienced. I was learning far more than I was giving
- and I had become a master chef with onions and
tomatoes.

My vill age is called Mekerka. At over 3000 metres
above sea level it has warm winters with summers hot
enough to keep you indoors or in the shade for a few
hours in the middle of the day. Mornings and evenings
are blissfully cool. The vill age is dusty and is known
for its wind and I often found dust in my pockets,
purse and tooth brush. There is no electricity, but with
four main water stations, all vill agers have access to
clean water. Mine was delivered by a lovely grade 7
student, Bereket, who reliably trudged up my hill once
a week with his donkey carefully balancing four large
jerry cans of water. Bereket’s English was limited, but
his greeting, ‘Hello Anna, how are you? I am fine
thank you,’ was perfected over two years. With my
limited Tigrynia and his few words of English we
managed well . Often I would be away from Mekerka
for a week at a time visiting very isolated schools, but
Bereket never once let me down on water delivery.

Not everything was rosy and there were times when I
was frustrated with work, fed up with the constant
calli ng out across the vill age of ‘Anna, Anna’ the
minute I stepped outside my compound, the lack of
variety in food, felt great exasperation after walking
miles and miles across mountains to visit schools only
to find that most teachers were away for the day
attending a wedding, funeral or feast day, waiting for
hours for busses, getting stomach upsets - generally
after attending vill age celebrations - and when I first
arrived, feeling desperately homesick. It shocked me.
A woman of my age, whose children are independent
adults and all li ve away from home, should not be
homesick. But in the first few weeks I was and I
sobbed - often. Quite pathetically really, but li fe soon
became so incredibly busy and amazing that the
homesickness disappeared and I wouldn’ t have
changed the experience for the world. And perhaps
best of all , four of my children took it in turns to visit

me. Being able to share a li ttle of what I had in my
small dry, dusty, vill age  with them was such a
privilege.

There were many, many moments of pure happiness
and deep, deep contentment.

What will I miss? The dust on my teeth; the women
with their fine high cheek-boned, beautiful faces and
tightly plaited hair; the men with their proud carriage,
their delight and open joy they show with their own
and all children; Tesefai, my elderly colleague, who
welcomed me every morning with a huge smile and
always assured me with, ‘Dehaan dehaan. Tsegem
Yellen.’ , (Everything is OK. It is not a problem,) no
matter how late teachers were or how many times the
one car in the vill age broke down when it was due to
take us to outlying vill ages; the young children with
their innocence and directness of gaze; but most of all
I shall miss living in a small community of very poor
people who showed me exceptional generosity and
who welcomed me with such warmth, love and
laughter. I miss it so much. And yes I have shed a few
more tears! But returning home to friends and family
has been wonderful.

Often when bad things happen to us we ask, ‘Why?
Why me?’ But sitting on the balcony of my two bed-
roomed house-on-the-hill , looking down on the vill age
with the sun setting to my right, the last few cows,
sheep and goats bleating and trudging slowly back
into the vill age along the rocky path below me, the
sounds of people laughing and calli ng across the
vill age, the first few fires in the distance being li t for
the evening’s cooking, the mournful braying of
donkeys and the first stars beginning to appear, I had
to ask myself, ‘Why me?’ I have been so very, very
fortunate to have had this amazingly wonderful
experience.

Anne Vardy

The Exe Valley Film Society
Our next film in Brampford Speke is:

 “ L itt le Miss Sunshine”
Thursday, 18th September

7.30pm for an 8.00pm start.

Bring a glass and a bott le of your choice. We provide the popcorn.
For fur ther information please phone

Mary or Emma 840072 ~ Sue 841785 ~Roger 841765
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Legal Eagle
The case which we are about to consider came before
the House of Lords in 2007; the events which gave
rise to the li tigation began, however, in 1999.

J.H.Ritchie Ltd carried on a farming business and
purchased, as a single item, from Lloyd Ltd, suppliers
of agricultural machiery, a combination seed drill and
power harrow.

They used it for the first time on April 26 1999. On
April 27 vibrations had been noticed coming from part
of the harrow’s drive chain.

On April 28, Mr Ritchie, a director, had decided there
was a serious problem and stopped using the
equipment. He had telephoned the sellers and the
harrow had been taken back to their premises for
inspection.

The sellers’ f itter had found that the problem was
bottom bearings missing from two of the rotors. That
was a major defect, making the equipment as a whole
unfit for its purpose and not of satisfactory quali ty.

The missing parts were ordered and fitted. The sellers
telephoned Ritchie Ltd, told them that the harrow had
been repaired and could be collected.

There had then followed a series of conversations
between Mr Ritchie and various employees of the
sellers. These conversations were important because
no agreement had been entered into prior to the
removal of the harrow for inspection and repair as to
what the consequences were to be once the defect had
been identified.

Mr Ritchie had not know what the problem was and
as a consequence it had not been clear that Ritchie Ltd
were entitle to reject the equipment under The Sale of
Goods Act 1979. In the circumstances Mr Ritchie had
agreed to the sellers’ proposal to take back the harrow
with a view to investigation and, if possible, repair.

Whether the buyers would exercise their right of
rejection if the inspection revealed that there was a
material defect had been left open until the inspection
had been carried out.

On being told that that the harrow was ready for
collection Mr Ritchie,  not unnaturally, asked the
sellers’ workshop supervisor what the problem had
been. The supervisor refused to tell him. He had then
spoken to other employees, but none of them would
tell him what the nature of the problem had been or

what had been done to the harrow to put it right. All
that Mr Ritchie had been told was that it had been
repaired to ‘f actory gate specification’ . He had asked
for an engineer’s report. That too had been refused.

Mr Ritchie had been advised, informally, that bearings
had been missing, but had not been satisfied by that
information. Mr Ritchie was nevertheless concerned
that if the information was correct, having used the
harrow in that condition further damage might have
been caused.

He was also concerned that the harrow would not be
used again until the following spring, so that many
months would go by until he could discover whether
the problem had been rectified and also as to the effect
that that delay might have on the manufacturer’s
guarantee.

In the circumstances Mr Ritchie decided to reject the
equipment. He advised the sellers that he was doing so
because they had refused to provide him with the
information requested regarding the nature of the
defect. Mr Ritchie requested the sellers to return the
purchase money. They refused, maintaining that the
repair had made the harrow as good as new and that
as a consequence, the buyers were bound to accept the
equipment.

The refusal of the sellers to accept the rejection of the
equipment and repay the purchase money gave rise to
the interesting question of what happens to the right of
rejection if the repair that the buyer had asked for was
carried out? Was he bound in every case to accept and
pay for the goods simply because they were said by
the seller, following their repair, to conform to the
contract? If not, in what circumstances did he lose the
right to reject and in what circumstances did the right
remain exercisable?

The House of Lords held that in the absence of
express agreement, the answer to the problem had to
depend on what terms, if any, were to be implied into
the contract at that stage, bearing in mind that the
seller had been in breach at the time of delivery and
that the buyer retained the right to reject because the
goods were not in conformity with the contract. What
term, if any, it would be right to imply would depend
on the circumstances.

In the present case, the nature of the defect had not
been immediately obvious and it had not been known
what, if anything, could be done to correct it.
Information of the kind that Mr Ritchie had been
asking for had obviously been needed if the buyers
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were to make a properly informed choice between
accepting and rejecting the equipment. A condition
that the seller would provide that information, if asked
for, was one that every buyer would seek for his own
protection in such circumstances.

It was one that no reasonable seller, already in breach
of contract could refuse as a condition of being given

the opportunity to cure the defect and preserve the
contract.

In those circumstances, the sellers had been under an
implied obligation to provide the buyers with the
information that Mr Ritchie had requested. Failure to
provide that information entitled the buyers to reject
the equipment.

Clive Hamblin

Thorverton Co-operative Trust
Ltd
We seem to have been spared from closure for now,
so it is very important to continue to support our post
off ice and newsagency/stationery business, as well as
helping to make serious plans for the future.

If you are not yet a member of TCT or would like to
encourage friends, neighbours or another member of
your household to support us, then please make use of
the form below as soon as possible. It can be left at
the PO or sent to 25 The Glebe. (More forms are
available on the PO noticeboard).

Our next AGM is very soon: Sep 22nd - see details
elsewhere in Focus and around the vill age.

To the Council of Thorverton Cooperative Trust
L imited.

I ----------------------------------------------------------------
-------------------------------------------------------------
(name)

of --------------------------------------------------------------
----------------------------------------------------------
(address)

wish to become a member of Thorverton Cooperative
Trust Ltd and hereby apply to be admitted as a member
subject to the provisions of its Memorandum and Articles
of Association
(see PO noticeboard or contact the Secretary to view the
full document)

Signature------------------------------------------------------
--
Date-----------------------------------------

I enclose my £5 membership subscription for the year
1/06/2008 - 31/05/2009
(cheques payable to Thorverton Cooperative Trust Ltd)

Heather Kershaw

Thorverton Rural Services
Association (TRSA)

It is a while since TRSA last updated the whole
community on progress towards a new shop and post
off ice, and now that we have written to our existing
members, it is time to bring you up to date.

Following withdrawal of our outline planning
application, made to maximise the survival prospects
for the post off ice, we were contacted by the Church
Commissioners’ agent, who explained that they
intended to make an application of their own for a
shop in the car park, but tied to the planning
application for housing at Court Barton. We have

passed on the feedback from our own application –
the major things that needed to be changed – and they
are completing their designs as we write this.

At the same time, we were faced with the bill s for our
professional services, and we are pleased to say we
are over half way to raising the cash to meet these
liabili ties.

Meanwhile, we are proceeding with the preparation of
revised plans. New members are always welcome, and
if you are not a member yet, why not talk to a
committee member by leaving your contact details at
the post off ice or Not The Vill age Shop?

Stephen Toogood
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Nature Notes
The weather this summer has brought mixed fortunes
for our wildli fe, for insects probably not so good. My
results for the Garden Moth Count at the end of June
and beginning of July were worse than last year due to
the several wet and cool nights. It does not bode well
again for the butterflies. Also on 7th August I saw
several rain sodden bumble bees who did not recover
to fly again.

Birds

June 23rd I discovered another robin’s nest, this time
buil t high up in the jasmine growing over the
outhouse. June 24th, a house martin started to build a
nest under the eaves of Alan’s part of the house. Even
though the nest was later completed it was not used to
rear a family. This is the first time since 1983 a nest
has been constructed on this building. At West Court,
Raddon the house martin nests have increased from
five last year to nine this year. 27th June Julie
Livingstone saw a peregrine falcon clutching a pigeon
on the Berrysbridge road near Will haven. 4th July
Mike Rich showed Rowie and me the lovely photo’s
he had taken of the fledged kestrels at Upcott Barton.
We were invited up to see them but didn’ t make it,
let’s hope they will nest there next year. Clive King
has observed a barn owl at Upexe along the old
railway line. 16th July I discovered another nest in the
rambling rose and I believe it’s the chaff inch
(mentioned in June and July Focus) again, but this
time the nest is not as neat as the first one buil t. I
heard cheeping coming from the nest on 19th August
and noticed feeding taking place. On 1st August we
popped over to Wayne Chudleys’ house at Cleaves
Close to see a swallow nest inside a shed. Wayne has
rigged up a close circuit TV camera so he can watch
the swallow family from a monitor in his living room.
Many of you have reported seeing the Green
Woodpecker about and making its wacky loud call .
Colin and Alison Marshall i n Dinnaford Street have
baby long tailed tits visiting their bird feeders. Pied
wagtails have raised two broods in one of the manger
baskets at the Exeter Inn.

Butterflies and Moths

26th June I found several brimstone butterfly
caterpill ars feeding on alder buckthorn. 12th July our
young neighbours Jessamy and Harvey Edwards
showed me an elephant hawk-moth they found inside
their house. 26th July Tali tha and Gareth from Raddon
Cottage called in to say they had seen a lime hawk-
moth caterpill ar on the road near the Rec. They also
brought with them a caterpill ar found in their garden.
The caterpill ar was an oak eggar moth caterpill ar.

Tali tha took it home, put it in a large jar with
clippings of bramble and hawthorn. Two or three days
later it started to make a cocoon on one of the
clippings but was not happy and started a new one
further down the clipping. At the time of writing it is
still i n the cocoon. Oak eggar moths are on the wing in
July and August so there is still time for it to emerge.
On 2nd August I joined the TARTS walk from Fingle
Bridge. Along the high path below Castle Drogo we
saw Grayling and Purple Hairstreak butterflies. 8th

August Harvey Edwards brought across a female oak
eggar moth he found at home. A few of you have
reported seeing the Jersey Tiger moth about. It is a
day flying moth, showing striking orange hind wings
when it flies and at rest has dark brown forewings
with cream stripes.

Other Insects

17th July Tree wasps are building a nest in the roof, a
slightly more slender, refined wasp than the common
wasp. Hornets are nesting in the garden shed. We
normally see the very large queens flying around but it
is the smaller workers that are flying to and fro, firstly
building the nest and now in August bringing in food
for the developing larvae. On 15th August I noticed a
strange looking insect in the garden. It turned out to be
a Bee Chafer, also known as Bee Beetle Trichius
fasciatus, normally found in North Wales, North
England and Scotland. Unfortunately it was carrying
at least four mites milli ng about on its back. 17th

August found tortoishell or peacock caterpill ars on
nettles in the garden, or possibly both?

Mammals

I spotted a grey squirrel at the bird table. I yelled and
the squirrel shot up the cordyline palm and either fell
or leapt out of it missing me by inches. On 23rd July a
small group of us went to my sisters li ttle wood at
Wyke to do some badger watching. During the one
and a half hours of light we saw at least three foxes
and the bunnies they were hunting. One badger
popped its head out of the sett and more or less went
straight back down. By now it was 10pm and nearly
dark so we gave up but plan to do some more
watching soon.

Grass Snake

27th June I found a grass snake skin near our compost
bin. On 8th July there was a 3 foot grass snake in our
fish pond. I took several photo’s, it’s was not afraid of
me. I was a foot from it, talked to it and it just stared
back occasionally flicking its tongue in and out! It was
there again on 15th July, probably after our goldfish
but we believe it did not eat any as we reckon they
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may be too big. We noticed one or two had bite
marks. The snake returned on 17th and 18th August.

Celestial Bodies

We saw our first shooting star from the constellation
of Perseus on 26th July. One or two people have
mentioned seeing satelli tes before, and in the early
hours of 4th August (couldn’ t sleep) I was lucky to
track my first one and at that moment a shooting star
crossed in the opposite direction. 13th August, in the
early hours I heard Tawny owl hooting (it is said this
is often a sign of rain) and looked out the window. It

was a beautiful clear night and within the space of ten
minutes I saw five shooting stars. Later the rain came,
heavy, and it rained all day.

September

This month the Milky Way will be noticeable
overhead, north to south. Also look out for Jupiter in
the evening sky, low down in the south. Venus will
also be visible.

Jenny Garne

25 Years Ago
September 1983

Our Little Stream—Appendix

With the thunderstorms in June and July, my thoughts
went to the concluding remark in the story of Our
Little Stream (April Focus) where I noted how the
stream “can become a raging torrent” .

In fact the heaviest rainfall i n June appears to have
occurred in the hill s to the west of the vill age and
although the brook rose to a high level, more water
appeared to be pouring through the entrance to Court
Barton and on down Silver Street to cause flooding in
the area below “Station Hill ” .

This was not the case on May 27th 1931 when the
brook rose to flow over the top of the bridges, as
shown by a photo taken by Mr. Thurston Shaw and
which is displayed in the Exeter.

Mr. John Shaw has kindly sent me an extract from his
mother’s diary, which conveys that ‘f eeling’ most of
us have when the power of a thunderstorm is
unleashed upon us:

Extract From The Diary Of Mrs. Shaw, wife of the
Rev. John Herbert Shaw, then Vicar of Thorverton:-

May 27th 1931.
Then the Deluge!!! In very truth! In the early evening
a most terrific thunderstorm came on, and the heaviest
rain I have ever seen in my li fe. The thunder too was
tremendous---- one clap was like a pistol going off
just at one’s ear; Mother ran out of her room to ask if
we were all right. I pulled down the blind, and turned
up the electric light for her, but in a few minutes the

light went out, and we found that there was no electric
light in the house! So we got out our old lamps!

By this time the rain was marvellous! It was so heavy
that it blotted out the plane tree just a few yards away.
When it passed Herbert said, “Listen”! There was a
roaring sound, and we realized that it must be the
brook in the vill age. Thurston tore off on his bicycle,
and Herbert and I followed on foot.

I shall never forget the sight. The brook had broken all
bounds. It was sweeping right over the two bridges,
and spreading away each side like a lake, going right
into the houses it passed on its way. Mr. Fice’s
suffered the worst, and Sam Fice nearly got trapped in
their front room, because the water burst the front
door open and pushed the other (opening into the other
room) shut, and the force of the water made it
impossible for him to pull that inner door open. Two
people got in from the other side and pushed the door,
and Sam pulled and they managed to open it enough
for him to squeeze through and escape! The water
poured right in at the Butcher’s windows and swept a
clock off the mantelpiece.

Not Wanted On Voyage.

In the 18th and 19th centuries, maritime law decreed
that all ships of, and over 500 tons should carry a
Chaplain. To avoid this expense, the famous East
India Company restricted their ships to 499 tons!

If you think you can manage to become a Christian
without commitment, what chances would you give
yourself to swim the English Channel if you were only
prepared to put your toe in the sea?
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I don't believe it!
I feel I should first comment on the part of Mr
Fieldhouse’s letter (July/August issue) referring to
“Commentator’s previous rant” . Perhaps he is missing
the point. It is intended to be a light-hearted
Meldrewian romp through the human foibles and
absurdities we see around us – and currently there’s
no shortage of material. It’s so easy to label any
unpalatable opinion as unsubstantiated prejudice. I
only occasionally buy a newspaper; so hopefully, I’ m
not guil ty of imitation. Regarding anonymity, many
long-standing readers will recall the elegant and
occasionally caustic pen of “Kestrel” . A fitting tribute
to him (or her) hangs in the Old Conservative Club.

Which reminds me, how attractive the Memorial Hall
garden and car park areas look thanks to John White’s
hard work. Sadly, in contrast, several areas of the
vill age are looking more scruffy and neglected than I
can recall .

Devon Strategic Partnership’s promulgation of new
green targets for the County came to my notice on the
same day as Exeter Airport announced ambitious
plans for growth, from 1.05 milli on passengers in
2007 to 3.4 milli on in 2030. Will i t be possible to
satisfy these apparently opposing aims - or am I
fighting the early onset of cynicism?

I was, however, encouraged by the G8 leaders utter
determination to set aside a few hours between their
six-course lunches and eight-course dinners to discuss
World Economy, Environment and Climate Change,
Development and Africa and poli tical issues. In the
end it was li ttle more than yet another jolly meeting
about meetings with li ttle achieved – apart from
maintaining delegates waistlines and burning a large
amount of fuel jetting them to and from the party. At

least, I now know why Lent is such a lean time of year
for conferences!

Whilst many of us have been critical in recent months
of other nation’s democracy, or lack of it, it is easy to
forget our own version still has some minor
deficiencies. We still have an un-elected second-
chamber, English domestic policy on occasions
determined by Scottish MP’s, an un-elected and
largely unaccountable Regional Assembly, a
European Constitution, sorry Lisbon Treaty, that our
poli ticians are afraid to let us vote on, and an un-
elected PM – although, on reflection, the American
system of electing a President is far from foolproof.
The recent downturn in the housing market with prices
tumbling and 15 properties for every buyer suggests
that, almost overnight, we have a surplus of
affordable housing with thousands of properties on
the market for less than the build cost of starter
homes. The real problem is money supply. Reckless,
greedy lenders, lazy regulators and inept governments
have a lot to answer for, and Chancellor Darling’s
dithering over Stamp Duty seems to have kill ed what
li ttle activity there was. So abolishing the duty now
would have minimal effect on exchequer revenue and
might just help our flagging economy.

Most drivers will know the damage road chippings
can do to windscreens and may be aware of MOT test
requirements for the swept area directly in front of
them to be clear of scratches and chips (>10mm in
diameter). Yet recently I’ ve seen several drivers’
practically blind flying, almost hidden behind their
wide-screen dash-mounted sat-navs. If I can hardly
see them - can they see me?

Commentator

Womens' Institute

The following were draw winners at our July coffee
morning.

1. Gammon joint with pineapple    M Stephens
2. Garden planter                                 D Swain
3. Cheese and biscuits                        V Holden
4. ‘Gill s’ Saff ron cake               C Buckingham
5. Plant                                                T Clarke

We thank everybody for their support.

August was a busy month for us all .  Natalie and
Samantha visited us on August 5th to speak about their
work with Marie Curie Cancer Care.

In 1911 Marie Curie won her second Nobel Prize in
recognition of her discovery of radium and polonium,
and the isolation of radium, the beginnings of
radiotherapy and the charity was born in 1948.

Nursing services began in the 1950s with the first
Marie Curie home opening in Scotland during 1952.

1961 saw a clinical laboratory opened at Caterham
and in 1986 the charity adopted the daffodil as their
symbol. This flower was used as it represents hope,
renewal and optimism.
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During their Daffodil Appeal this year £50,000 was
raised in a month. All the money raised in Devon stays
in Devon.

£20 pays for an hour of nursing care in a patient’s
home. There are 25,000 patients expecting to be
helped during 2008-09, equivalent to filli ng the Albert
Hall five times.

£135 pays for a cancer patient to attend a Day
Therapy Unit in a Marie Curie Hospice for one day.
This year it will cost £121 milli on to run the charity.
Although all these costs have to be met the cost to the
patient is ZERO.

Marion Parr won flower of the month and I won the
‘f unniest joke’ competition with the following:

The doctor who had been seeing an 80 year old
woman for most of her life finally retired. At her next
check up, the new doctor told her to bring a list of all
her medications that had been prescribed for her. As
the young doctor was looking through these, his eyes
grew wide as he realized she had a prescription for
birth control pill s.

“ Mrs Smith, do you realize these are BIRTH
CONTROL pill s?” “ Yes, they help me sleep at
night.” “ Mrs Smith, I assure you there is absolutely
NOTHING in these that will help you sleep.”
She reached out and patted the young doctor’s knee.
“ Yes dear, I know that, but every morning I grind
one up and mix it in the glass of orange juice that my
16 year old granddaughter drinks and believe me, it
helps me sleep at night.”

On August 11th Jessica from Trading Standards
informed those present how to protect themselves
from bogus callers. Along with other topics we were
told how to be aware of Internet scams. This meeting
was open to all and you’ ll be able to tell who went
because we were all given a free bag.

August 14th saw the arrival of our 1950s night. The
premises were decorated in pink and white. Old
records hung from the walls and balloons adorned the
ceili ng.

As it was a new theme for us there was nervous
apprehension in the kitchen and it came as a huge
relief to know that those present enjoyed the evening
and we hadn’ t poisoned anyone!!!

Much laughter came from those taking part in the
Beetle Drive. Some of the beetles drawn would have
had David Bellamy fill ed with curiosity and
wonderment. The winner of the Beetle Drive was
Dave Addicott.

On August 19th a group of 45 left the vill age for a trip
to The Eden Project. A visit was made to Jamaica Inn
on the outward journey and by the time we reached
The Eden Project the sun had decided to shine which
made a very enjoyable day even nicer.

Sylv Gregory

Charity no 229868

TARTS news

Thorverton Amblers Ramblers and Trampers

Forthcoming dates:

Saturday 30th August: A 4 mile walk on Dartmoor
near Princetown led by Alan.

Saturday 20th September. A long walk led by Simon
and Mary around the South Devon coast near
Bantham.

Saturday 4th October. A shorter coastal walk near
Sidford, led by Heather and Royston.
 
Saturday 18th October. A longer walk led by Ray,
location to be arranged.

Saturday 1st November. A 4-5 mile walk led by
Caroline, probably Exmoor.

Saturday 15th November. Walk led by Hilary, location
to be arranged.

Saturday 29th November. Longer walk led by Pat and
Ian Grimble.
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Saturday 13th December. A short walk led by Anne,
this will start slightly later due to the Christmas meal
the night before!! Exact time to be arranged.

Saturday 3rd January 2009. A short walk led by Jean
and Maggie to walk off the Christmas excesses!

Walk descriptions will be available nearer the date,
posters will be up in the Old Post Off ice window and
also sent to those on the TARTS email li st. If you
would like to be included on the list email Caroline at
caggy72760@yahoo.com or Jean at JBrown9842@aol.com

All walks meet outside The Bell at 09.30, and are
suitable for dogs unless otherwise stated.

T.A.R.T.S. weekday walks:

More walks are being planned in September and
details will be in the Old Post Off ice window.

• local short walks (3 – 4 miles)
• regular exercise in pleasant company
• dogs welcome
• meet promptly opposite The Bell Inn,

Thorverton

Birmingham Royal Ballet
at the Northcott Theatre

On 7th May, the Birmingham Royal Ballet, one of the
leading ballet companies in Britain, performed three
very contrasting dances at the Northcott Theatre in
Exeter.

Dante Sonata

First performed in 1940, Dante Sonata is a dance
based on the oppression and sadness of war and
conflict. A few chords on the piano set the scene,
which was gloomy and tense from the start. Danced
against Sophie Fedorovitch’s stark and simple
backdrop, which was based on John Flaxman’s
ill ustrations for Dante’s Inferno, the ballet suggested
the battle between “good” and “evil .” Darkness added
to the eeriness of the piece, li t by occasional
spotlights. The costumes were fresh and feminine, but
almost ghost like; the dancers’ hair was let loose and
back-combed, adding to the dramatic effect. Fredrich
Ashton, the choreographer, was against war and so
wanted to show that whoever wins the fight, you lose
friends and loved ones. This came across through his
repetitive use of the sign of the crucifixion. The moves
were very melodramatic and unusual, with feeling
coming across through the facial expressions of the
dancers. The movements were hard to absorb, making
this a hard piece to watch. However, overall I did find
the performance quite unusual but meaningful.

Small Worlds

As the curtain opened, the backdrop by Helen
Fownes-Davies made the audience gasp.
Multicoloured spheres were drawn onto the earth
coloured backdrop, and the dancers wore unitards of

either terrocota or blue velvet, adding to the whole
effect. The six dancers did an excellent performance,
expressing the music by Igor Stravinsky very well .
There were many li fts and stamps in the dance.
Because the moves were repeated at different times, it
gave a more relaxed feel to the piece. This
performance was energetic and lively though, with
some astonishing and very different dance moves.

Elite Syncopations

Eli te Syncopations is a fun and vibrant piece by Keith
Macmilli an, incorporating many different dance
styles. With Scott Joplin as the jazz composer, the
mood was lively from the start. A live band was on
stage, setting the scene at a bar, where dancers
gathered. Bright coloured costumes fill ed the stage.
The dancers all l ooked enthusiastic and this showed
through when they danced. There were many solos,
duets and group dances, which made the piece feel
natural and made it more interesting. Each dancer put
their own personali ty into the performance, making
the audience relate to them even more. The exuberant
dancers performed with such style that you could have
believed that they were dancing in a bar! This piece
was certaintly a fun and imaginatice waltz, and I
really enjoyed it.

Emily Lane

If any children are interested in having ballet lessons
they might like to know that we are lucky enough to
have an excellent visiting teacher - Sue Blackmur -
who teaches on Wednesday afternoons.  Sue can be
contacted on 01392 493226.  Ed.
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Golf Society Players of
Thorverton
It may have been a wet and cool summer, but there
has been plenty of activity on the area’s golf courses.
The following combines three reports from Bob Hyde
- Ed

Sunday 29th June: a nice warm morning, ideal one
would have thought for playing golf, then Andy
French turns up and you know it will not be a good
day.  Joking aside, we were few on numbers due to the
clash of dates with the Pub Cricket Tourney on the
same day. This meant of course that our younger
members who can run and are able to see were
representing the Exeter Inn at the lower end of the
Vill age. We ended up with 3 teams of 3, best score to
count on the first three holes, 2 to count on the next 3
and finally all scores to count on the last 3; got it?
OK. Now the results:
First place with a total of 42 Points were Colin the
bandit Anderson, Dave Hurricane Harlow and Reith
“ I only wear shorts” Roberts. You may say an
unlikely bunch, but they did play as a team, unlike us.
Second Place with 37 points were Phil “quiet man”
Beasley, John “magic shoes” Mann and myself,
“Throbbing” Bob Hyde. A dream team, but it just did
not happen this time. Third Place with 34 points were
Andy “Precious” French, Maxy “well travelled”
Sercombe and Geoff “ the professor” Bulley. Unusual
to see the Bulley at the bottom of the list, but Precious
would drag most golfers down.

Donna-Y Trophy: Geoff Bulley had to win something,
so I believe this was a deliberate act when he
accidentally hit Andy French’s ball i nstead of his own.
Geoff , by anyone’s standard a cheap shot, I hope you
can live with yourself.

Sunday 27th July: Stableford Competition. On a
beautiful day the Exeter Inn was bulging at 10.15 am.
The whole pub was alive with excitement, with
everybody champing at the bit to soak up all that
sunshine. Having made the draw 18 of us set off in
convoy to do battle, the results of a sultry days golf is
detailed below:

First place: Mark “Taffy” Cummins, with 21 points.
A very good knock here Marco but you know Rusty
has noticed the points tally so you will be cut. Enjoy it
while you can!  Second place: Colin “The Bandit”
Anderson, with 20 points. It is nice to see the elderly
doing so well . Good hit Colin but remember Rusty has
noticed. Third place: Joint with 19 Points, Andy
“Precious” French and our distinguished leader, Rusty

Ball . Handicaps must be in danger of some alteration
surely even if it has to be self-inflicted; still a good
round guys.

Donna-Y Trophy: Well the wheels really did fall off
during Scott “Boom Boom” Hasler’s round today. His
trolley did look a li ttle one sided at the end - I believe
he will be joining the RAC.

Twos’ Winner: Yes we had one today. It was Freddie
“nearly a Taff ” Philli ps on the 7th hole. Nice to see
Freddie out on the course again after getting over his
back problems. Nice one mate, or should I say nice 2?
Mine’s a Guinness.

Annika Trophy (Last Place): Old Swivel Hips himself,
Rob Flatt, but it was still a nice day Rob. It’s not all
about winning is it, but 8 points, good grief!!!

The Mounted Club (Shortest  Drive): Would you
believe Old Swivel Hips again. Rob F there are good
days and there are bad days. I guess this is one of the
latter Rob. Still you have Cindy to comfort you in
your time of woe.

Internal Matchplay: The winner of this very
prestigious event is Mr “4x4” Jim Chappelle. Really
very well played Jimbo. Jim also collects a vast
cheque for his efforts so he can take Val on a trip to
the Med and repair the drive to Upcott! Plus drinks for
all of his mates, which won’ t cost him much! Rusty
will be speaking to you about the hatchet job. Runner-
up to Jim in this competition was Scott “Boom Boom”
Hasler, who I would have thought was the favourite to
win, but it’s a funny old game and sometimes the old
and frail will see off the young pretenders. But well
played Scotty to get this far as I know you had to beat
some huge stars on the way to the final.

Handicaps, as mentioned above - Rusty will be hard
at work chopping those who dare to transgress the 18
point limit. Go for it Boss and don’ t hold back. Also
in your case we will allow self harm. Let’s hope this
summer continues as it is nice playing golf with the
sun on your back. [Obviously this was written before
August - Ed]

Friday 8th August: Stableford Competition. I’ m told
that there was a good turn out on the day, considering
the bad weather conditions, but a sturdy crew set off
for the day’s challenges.

In first place, Old Magic Shoes himself, John Mann,
with 20 points. A steady hit Magic, but Rusty has
noticed. Chop, chop, chop, and about time too. With
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the money that this bloke wins he must surely become
VAT registered. In second place, Mr “4x4” Jim
Chappelle, with a very creditable 18 points. What
with all the injuries and phobias this guy has to
overcome, and being a Scot to boot, Jimbo, I don’ t
know how you do it. In third place - Bronze Medal
position - “The Bandit” , Colin Anderson with 16
points. Another of our ne’er-do-wells coming to the
forefront. Secretly we have heard that Colin has tried
to join the seniors’ tour, but he has been refused as he
is too old.

The Mounted Club: Winner here, a new fledgling in
our group, Sam “Turnip” Turner. Be positive Sam, it
can only get better. It’s just a bad day at the off ice.

Annika Trophy: Skil fully propping up the society was
Sam “Turnip” Turner. Sam, you must still believe it
can only get better. Put it down to another bad day at
the off ice.

Donna-Y Trophy: Yes, Sam “Turnip” Turner wanted
the grand slam and got it. Sam I know it’s going to be

hard to believe but it can only get better. Just get out
of that bloody off ice.

Summary and Sound-bites: No leadership here at all
today and having only just received the paperwork to
file this report, I hear disciplinary hearings are going
on as we speak. The European Court has not been
ruled out! Rusty Ball , as leader, must act
courageously with his scissors and punish the money
grabbers. Be strong and be brave Russ. There were no
twos to mention today.

And finally I have heard that Simon Ette and Clive
Hamblin are thinking about joining the Society.
Besides the drinks you must buy your peers, I would
seriously recommend that you both have tetanus jabs.
Due to the back-stabbing that is endemic within the
Society, blood poisoning is a worry and with Health &
Safety laws as they are now it could be a li fe-saving
action to take! That’s it for now.

Bob Hyde

Cricket Report

At the time of writing, there are two weeks to go of
the Devon League cricket season. Thorverton 1st XI
have an outside chance of promotion from D division,
but the recent rain has put something of a dampener
on our prospects. The highlight from the last few
games that have been played was a fantastic 142 from
just 88 balls by Kobi Griggs against Lewdown. That
innings put Kobi as the highest run scorer, as well as
the highest wicket-taker, in D division. He will be
returning home to Australia in September, so we wish
him well and hope to see him back soon. The 2nd XI
have a good chance of winning their division, and
therefore gaining promotion themselves. This would
be a fantastic collective effort from the team, with
contributions from the whole side rather than any
individual stars.

The colts' season has been very successful, with all
sides performing well i n their leagues.

The end of season presentation night will be held at
the cricket club on Friday September 5th.

James Fish

Thorverton Youth Football
Thorverton Youth 2007/2008.
Another successful season for Thorverton youth
winning all 19 games in the league. Scoring 88 goals
and only conceding 4. This is a record any club would
be extremely proud of and we are exceptionally proud
of our boys, as they are only 8 and 9 years old.

Tournaments
Throughout out the summer months there are many
annual tournaments held and Thorverton took part in
five of these. The boys all did very well as many of
these events were all day and some were quite warm.
Congratulations to all the clubs that held these events
they were all very successful and we can only imagine
the hard work that is put into these tournaments with
such a huge number of teams entering.
Feniton:Lost in the Semis
Crediton: Runners-up
Newton St Cyres:  Winners
Honiton: Third
Cullompton: Llost in Quarters.

Presentation awards.
Most improved:  Bailey Carbines
Players' Player:  Ben Harget and Calum Gill et
Leading Goal Scorer:  Jack Thomas (2nd year)
Parents' Player:  Sam Talbot
Managers Player:  Jack Thomas(2nd Year)
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The Managers, Team, Friends and Parents would all
like to say a huge thank you to Jack Thomas who
unfortunately (for Thorverton) will no longer be able
to play for us as he is playing full time for Exeter City
Youth, which is fabulous for him but sad for his team
mates and friends. We all wish Jack lots of luck and
success and we hope when he is playing for England
one day he remembers his roots and of course the
managers have made him sign a deal so they get some
royalties. All the best Jack you will be missed.

Thank you again to Nick and Lynn Talbot for letting
us hold our third annual end of season bash, which is
always a blast especially watching the boys beat the
dads and then the mums too (how embarrassing).
Thank you once again and we all l ook forward to next
year.

Training will begin again Saturday mornings
throughout the season 10.30-12 at the Recreation
Ground, ages 5-12 boys and girls welcome.  For any
more details contact:-

Dominic Carbines 01392 860043
Michael Harget 01392 860374

Winners of Newton st Cyres tournament

Back row: Jacob Tandy, Matthew Grace Calum Gill et
Front row: Bailey Carbines, Charlie Sinclair, Ben Harget.

Natasha Carbines

Tug of War

The "Lamb Chops" Tug of War team sponsored by
Sam Fice (Energy Systems SW) won the inter-pub
competition at the Silverton Street Market, beating

their arch rivals, The Lamb, 2-1 in the semi-final and
then winning the final 2-0 against the Three Tuns.

This was third time lucky for the Lamb Chops, which
included several Thorverton men. The previous two
years they had finished runners-up to the Lamb.
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The Garden In September

September is the start of the gardener's year, so
perhaps we had better forget about the disaster of a
summer we are supposed to be enjoying now, and
begin making plans for the coming year. According to
the weather men, this August is not untypical, and I
can certainly remember some pretty wet Augusts in
the past, but we do seem to get more extreme weather
these days - I don't remember the strong winds we are
having at present. I think the awfulness of this August
is largely coloured by the miserable months that have
preceded it. Certainly, we have not had a settled spell
of really fine summer this year -just a few days - even
single days - of really fine and sunny weather. Let us
hope that September will relent and give us a week or
two of late summer warmth and sunshine.

I have removed what feels like a few miles of
bindweed lately, and I find that the best way to get rid
of this is to put it (particularly if some of the roots
have come up with it), and any other noxious rooted
things, into a light-proof bag, tie the top (you can go
on adding more weeds until the bag is full ), leave it in
a comer somewhere, and forget about it until next
spring, by which time it should have rotted down into
'nearly compost' , and providing it is all dead, it can be
added to your compost heap. If it hasn't quite all died,
leave it a bit longer. Do not try this with celandine,
however, as this does not seem to go by the rules, and
putting this into your compost heap is a very good
way of ensuring that the entire garden is covered in
celandine the following year.

I know it is very hard work, but this is a very good
time to give the lawn a good rake over with a spring-
tined rake, to remove all the dead bits from amongst
the roots, and then give the grass a good feed of
Autumn fertili ser. Don't use a spring fertili ser, as this
will encourage too much lush growth for this time of
year.

Now is the time to take cuttings of any perennial
bedding plants that you want to keep until next year-
fuchsias, pelargoniums, etc., five to eight cuttings

round the edge of a 3 or 3½ in clay pot, in light, well-
drained compost, and I usually dip them into rooting
powder, as this contains a fungicide to guard against
disease.

Plants such as garden geraniums, which have finished
flowering, and are looking a bit scruffy, should be
trimmed back to a few inches with the shears, and in a
few weeks they will put on new growth, and will make
attractive clumps of foliage to take them over the
winter. Cut back any other straggly over and done
with perennials to keep the beds tidy, but leave things
with attractive seed-heads, and a good shape, to
provide winter interest, and attract birds.

It is time to be thinking of spring bulbs again, and
hyacinths for Christmas flowering should be planted
as soon as possible. They should be kept in a cold,
dark place for twelve weeks until the young shoots are
beginning to show the flower spike, making sure that
they do not dry out, but do not keep them too wet, or
they will begin to rot. Be extra careful if the bulbs are
in a proper bulb pot with no drainage holes. If you
have problems with mice or other pests eating the
bulbs, cover the bowls or pots with very fine wire
netting - but make sure that the shoots do not grow
into this.

Other bulbs, and outdoor bulbs do not need to be
planted for another month or two, with tulips usually
the last to go in, in November.

PLANT OF THE MONTH.

Sambucus 'Black Lace'
An attractive shrub with dark purple foliage, which is
finely divided and much nicer and lighter looking than
the hedgerow elder from which it is descended. In
early summer it has the flat heads of Elder flowers of
its parents, but in a soft pink - a good contrast with
the leaves. There are also a number other elders with
even more finely divided leaves which are also very
attractive shrubs.

Pat Brooks
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Thorverton & District History Society

Old Blundells School

Some 30 members assembled by the Porters Lodge at
the entrance to Old Blundells School for a tour of the
exterior of the old school and grounds, conducted by
society member and Blundell ’s master Charles Noon.

The school was buil t in 1604 at a cost of £2,400
through the generous provision of wealthy Tiverton
cloth merchant Peter Blundell who died in 1600/1. Its
aim was to educate boys in the true religion and was
against the perceived Catholic terrorism of the day.
The building, set well back from the road, is arranged
in three bays, each approximately 50 feet in length,
with the headmaster’s schoolroom on the left. In
winter this room benefited from a south-facing
window in the gable end wall . In those days education
was for the hardy with the first of three two-hour
lessons starting at 7 a.m., after a meagre breakfast of
bread and milk. In winter the ink was reported to
freeze, but in 1828, following the opening of the canal
and improved availabili ty of coal, a boiler was
installed. However, the 8 seat cantilevered house of
ease continued to discharge directly into the Lowman
for 281 years. The headmaster was more fortunate,
having a WC installed in his house in1837. The
buttresses, which today give a sense of solidity to the
structure, were added in 1840 and, together with the
walls, are heavily decorated with the penknife
engravings of countless scholars names, some at a
lofty height. The schoolrooms were arranged with
rows of forms, the boys progressing from one form to
the next.

The headmaster received the princely sum of £50 a
year, whilst the usher received £20. The school
offered free education for Tivertonians, and others
were only admitted with the approval of the ten
highest taxpayers in the Town.

Boarders, paying £20 a year, were a lucrative source
of income, although admission was not without
friction. With a pupil /master ratio of 75:1 and
unsupervised periods of rough and tumble between
lessons, it was clearly not the place for the faint
hearted. Formal games were introduced in 1837;
cricket on one side of the green and football on the
other, providing a welcome outlet for youthful energy.
In 1882 the school moved to its new home and Old
Blundells is now safe in the care of the National
Trust.

Members later reassembled at Tiverton Museum for
the second visit of the evening. This Museum provides
a delightful insight into li fe in and around Tiverton in
preceding centuries. Included in the display is a
window from Bullen Street and, in the Alford Gallery,
a fine example of a Devon box wagon buil t by George
Mil ford of Thorverton in 1887.

Thanks to Charles for an interesting and informative
evening and to the curator and her colleagues for their
guidance and welcome refreshments. We are fortunate
in having such a superb museum of social,
agricultural, transport and local history on our
doorstep.

Barr ie Philli ps

The Thorverton & District History
Society at Blundells School, Tiverton.

Photo by Barrie Philli ps
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Trees of Thorverton - part 2
In the July/August edition we reproduced some of John Spivey's pictures showing trees of Thorverton, here are some
more. No prizes, but see how many you can recognise, then go out looking for the ones you can't.
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Thorverton Parish Information
(Please notify any changes to the Editor.)

AIR AMBULANCE EMERGENCY - QUOTE NATIONAL GRID REFERENCE
RECREATION GROUND – Sheet 192 SS 923019   MEMORIAL HALL FIELD – Sheet 192 SS 926019

Bus services            See inside back cover
Carers' Suppo rt Group Anne Higman, Wyndham House Surgery, Silverton.   860034.

Meetings - 3rd Wednesday of month, Wyndham House, 2.30-4.30 p.m.
Church (C of E) The Revd. Douglas Dettmer, The Rectory, Thorverton.  860332

Church Wardens Peter Colebrook, Ockero, Thorverton.  861019.
Edwin Greed, Fortescue, Netherexe.  841231.

Consort Mary Thomas, 1 The Glebe, Thorverton.  860730.
P.C.C. Treasurer Royston Kershaw, 25 The Glebe, Thorverton.  860419.
Friends of Thorverton Parish Church Trust    Emmie Aird, Kirkfoard, The Berry, Thorverton.

Church (Baptist) The Revd. Maurice Harrison, 01884 258599.
Secretary Phyllis Langdon,  860932. Services, notice board or Focus.

Coun ty Coun cill or Cllr. Mr. M. Lee.  01363 772671.
District Coun cill or Cllr. Mr. R. M. Deed.  01392 861258.
Doctors Dr  Jon Wride & Lynne Anderson / Drs Stead, O’Brien & Ziegler. Surgery

times: see below.
Electricity (Western Power) Report a loss of power: 0800 365 900   Bill Enquiries: 0800 365 000

Street lights 0870 556 1851
Friends of Thorverton & Silverton Surgeries     Christine Walker,  881501
Gas Emergency 0800 111999
Leonard Trust   Chairman: R. Hughes. Secretary: Mrs. E. Hughes, 3 Dinham Mews, Exeter   EX4 4EF
Library (Exeter Mobile)      EVERY WEDNESDAY, 2.55pm to 3.15pm  in the Quarry Car Park
Newspaper Reporter (Express & Echo)   Jane Ristic, 53 Silver Street, Thorverton.  860054
Parish Coun cil Chairman Cllr. Michael Ayre,
Parish Clerk Mrs Kate West, Great Pit Stables, Silverton.  861560.
Parish Coun cil Meetings 2nd Tuesday of month, at The Memorial Hall, 7.30 pm.
Parish Allotments Contact the Parish Clerk - 861560
Parish Coun cil Notice Board  Situated in School Lane, opposite the Thorverton Arms.
     IMPORTANT!- PLANNING APPLICATION NOTICES ARE DISPLAYED HERE.
Pension Service PO Box 93,  Plymouth  PL6 5WJ.      0845 60 60 265
Police Central Switchboard 24 Hours:  0845 2777444.
Post Off ice Portacabin (TCT Ltd)  Quarry Car Park, Thorverton  EX5 5NG.   860455

Mon. to Fri :  9 am.-1.00 pm.,    2 pm.– 5.30 pm.
Sat. : 9 am.-12 noon      Sun.  9 am - 10.30 am for newspaper sales only
Business Manager:     Jill Blewett, Faircop, Jericho St, Thorverton
Company Secretary & Treasurer:Heather Kershaw, 25 The Glebe, 860419

Public Telephon e Kiosk Opposite the Church, outside the Bell Inn, Dinneford  St.
Schoo l (C of E Primary)  Head Teacher: Tania Markham   860374.
Schoo l Governors Chair: John Iffla  01392 851943

Clerk: Jane Ristic, 53 Silver St.  860054
Schoo l P.T.F.A. Chair: Deishan Luffman, North Barn, Raddon, Thorverton. 860016

Secretary: Marie Thomas, 01884 855275
Treasurer: Di Baker, 860426

South West Water 24 Hour Emergency: 0800 169 1144.           Helpline: 0800 169 1133.
Thorverton Mill ennium Chair: Dame Margaret Turner-Warwick, Pynes House,

Green Trust Silver Street  861173     Hon. secretary: Shirley Hoole.
Thorverton Rural Services Chair: Alan Turner, 860164

Association
Tiverton Volunteer Centre 28, Gold Street, Tiverton  EX16 6PY.  Judy Seymour, 01884 255734.
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Thorverton Organisations

Amateur Dramatic Society     Chair: Colin Marshall, 861228
Secretary: Sally Salter, 841740
Meetings - Last Wednesday of each month at the W.I. Hut.

Art Group Barrie Phillips, Crossmead, School Lane, Thorverton. 860529
Meet Fridays during term-time at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 am-12.00.

Arts Exchange Claire Cousins, Cubberley House, The Berry. 860438.
Monthly meetings in members’ homes at 8.0 pm. (see Diary)

Association Foot ball Club   Chairman: Andy Harris, 01392 851664
Secretary: David Gregory, 2 The Orchard, Brampford Speke, 841803.

Bridge Circle Graeme Culshaw, 3 The Glebe, Thorverton 860203.
Meets 1st/3rd/5th Fridays at the W.I. Hut from 7.00 p.m..

Brownies’ Leader Hannah James, 0789 403 7133.
Meet Fridays during term-time at the W.I. Hut, 5.30-7.00 pm.

Church Flower Club Meetings as advertised.
Cricke t Club Chair: Charles Kislingbury, Arley House, 19 Church St, Silverton.  860270

  Secretary: M C Denford, 14 Moorlands, Tiverton EX16 6UF 01884 255076
Fixture Sec: J Meredith, 190 Mincinglake Rd, Exeter EX4 7DS 01392 272504

Focus Magazine Chair: John Carter, Rewe.  841237
Editor: Neville Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062.
Secretary: Jane Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062.
Treasurer:  Barbara Uglow, 14 Cleaves Close, Thorverton. 860614.
 Focus deliveries – John Carter, Rewe.  841237

Friends of Silverton & Thorverton Surgeries
Coffee Mornings in The Royal British Legion Club, Silverton
held on the LAST THURSDAY of every month except December.

Golf Society Players of Thorverton Care of Exeter Inn, 01392 860206
History Society Chair: Bill Stamper, Dunelm, Raddon, Thorverton. 860214

Secretary: Phyllis Langdon, Ferndale, Bullen Street, Thorverton. 860932.
Ladies Group Meet 2nd Thursday of month,  (Venue and time - see Focus Notices).
Memorial Hall Committee  Chair: Mr Mike Shelton. Fir Tree House, Bullen Street. 861027.

Treasurer: John White, Waters Ford, Milford Lane. 860827.
Secretary & Bookings:  Jean White, Waters Ford, Milford Lane. 860827.

Memorial Hall Market 2nd Saturday of the month, at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 - 11.00 am.
Playgroup Contact: Laura Samuel (Chair) 861496.

Mon 9.30am-12pm, Tues/Weds 9.30am-12pm & Lunch Club 12pm-1pm,
Thurs 9.15-11.45am; 12.45pm- 3.15pm & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm. during term-time, at Memorial Hall.

Thorverton Ambling, Rambling and Tramping Society (TARTS)
Contacts : Caroline Prince 07749 775304 or Jean Brown 861176
See notices of walks in Old Post Office Window Bullen Street.

Todd ler Group Contact : Nic Fice 860318.
Wednesdays, during term-time, at the W.I. Hut, 9.45 a.m.-11.45.

Rainbo ws Contact Jean Pearn  860105, Penny Fice  861136,
Term-time, Tuesdays  4-5 pm at the W.I. Hut.

Royal British Legion Chairman / Hon. sec:  Bill Stamper,  Dunelm,  Raddon, Thorverton. 860214
Hon. Treasurer: Emmie Aird.

Women’s Institute Secretary: Susan  Maguire    01392 860631
Bookings:  Susan Maguire    01392 860631.
W.I. Meeting. 1st Tuesday of the month at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm.
Whist, 3rd Tuesday of the month, at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm.

W.I. Market & Coffee 4th Saturday of the month at the W.I. Hut. 10.00 am. to 11.00 am.
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Doctors’ Surgeries

THE EXE VALLEY PRACTICE

Dr JON WRIDE and Dr LYNNE ANDERSON

The Surgery, The Berry, The Surgery, 3 Coach Road,
THORVERTON EX5 5NT SILVERTON EX5 4JL
Tel: 01392 860273 (24 hours) Tel: 01392 860176 (in surgery hours)
Fax: 01392 860654 Fax: 01392 861598

www.exevalleypractice.co.uk

Surgery Hours

Mon. 2.30  -   4.30   Mon.     9.00  - 11.00
Tue. 3.30  -   5.30           Tue.      9.00  - 11.00
Wed. 10.30  - 11.30  Wed.     3:30 -    5:30
Thu. 3.00  -   5.00              Thu.      9.00  -  11.00
Fri. 9.00  - 12.00              Fri.        3.00  -    5.00

The Surgeries are OPEN at the followi ng times

Mon.   8.30  - 12.45  &  2.00  - 6.00               Mon.      8.45  - 12.30
Tue.    8.30  - 12.45  &  2.00  - 6.00               Tue.      8.45  - 12.00
Wed.   8.30  - 12.45  &  2.00  - 5.00             Wed.        3.00  -   6.00
Thu.    8.30  - 12.45  &  2.00  - 6.00        Thu.          8.45  - 12.30
Fri.      8.30  - 12.45  &  2.00  - 4.00         Fri.           2.00  -   6.00

REPEAT PRESCRIPTIONS  (Monday – Friday)   Please note that 48 hours notice is required for ALL
repeat prescriptions. Repeat Prescription line:    01392 861622

WYNDHAM HOUSE SURGERY,  Fore Street,  SILVERTON,  EX5 4HZ
Telephone 01392 860034                   www.wyndhamhousesurgery.co.uk

Dispensary Hours:     Monday to Thursday:     09.00 – 13.00  &  14.00 – 18.00
                                   Friday:                            09.00 – 13.00  &  14.00 – 17.00

Please note The doctors are happy to speak to you on the phone instead of an appointment. Please
request this from reception when you telephone.

Dr Jonathan STEAD Dr Anthon y O’BRIEN Dr Emma ZIEGLER

Monday 09.00 - 11.00 08.30 - 10.30
                            15.30 - 17.30                         15.00 -  17.30                                                                     

Tuesday 09.00 - 11.00 09.00 -  12.00
                            15.30 - 17.30                         15.00 -  17.30                                                                     

Wednesday 09.00 - 11.00 09.00 - 11.00
                            15.30 - 17.30                                                                       15.00 - 17.00                       

Thursday 09.00 - 12.00 09.00 - 11.00

Friday 09.00 - 11.00 09.00 - 12.00 09.00 - 11.00
Alt. weeks *15.00 - 16.00 Alt. weeks

(Urgent cases only)*



Focus on Thorverton 32 Vol. 39  No. 8 – September 2008

Bus services

Turner’s Tours / Carmel Coaches (bus 678)  Mon-Fri. 10.09 from The Berry and the Baptist Chapel.
Return 13.35 from Exeter bus station, Stand 5.

Cook’s Coaches (service 355), Stagecoach (service 55B) Mon-Sat (except Bank Holidays)
To Tiverton  9.02, 11.02, 13.02, 15.02, 17.32, 18.11 (55B) from The Berry and Broadlands.
Return from Tiverton bus station. 9.40, 11.40, 13.40, 15.40, 18.05.

To Exeter 8.00, 10.05, 12.05, 14.05, 16.05, 18.30 from The Berry and Broadlands.
Return from Exeter bus station. 8.40, 10.46, 12.40, 14.40, 17.10, 17.50 (55B).

Timetables for the 355 service are available at the Post Off ice.

Stagecoach 55 service runs every half-hour in each direction along the Exeter-Tiverton road, stopping at the
Thorverton turn.  Please consult Stagecoach 55 Group timetable for details of this service.

Stagecoach free service to Somerfield’s, Broadclyst, from Broadlands on Tuesdays 14.00.

Stagecoach offers a variety of concessions for regular commuters, shoppers, children, students and jobseekers as
well as one-day unlimited-use Explorer tickets. Further details from Stagecoach: 01392 427711 or 01803 664500 or
www.stagecoachbus.com or www.devon.gov.uk/devonbus.

Devonbus Timetable Information: call Traveline  0870 608 2 608  Timetables available at the Post Office
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Diary 2008
Please notify FOCUS Editor of additions or changes.

(Email : focusonthorverton@yahoo.co.uk or phone Nevill e Lane on 861062)

SEPTEMBER
Thu 4th Arts Exchange, Fruits, Stable House, 8.00 p.m.
Fri 5th Cricket Club presentation night, Thorverton Cricket Club
Mon 8th Junior Church Consort Practice, in the Church, 3.30 p.m. (see Notices for other practices)
Sat 13th Saturday Market, Memorial Hall , 9.30 a.m.

Cadbury's Annual Walk/Fun Run.  Register at Fursdon Coach House from 2.00pm.
Mon 15th Baptist Church Harvest Service, Tea at 4.30 p.m., Service at 6.00 p.m. Auction to follow.
Tue 16th Craft Class, W.I. premises, 2.00 - 3.30 p.m.
Thu 18th Church Consort Practice, in the Church, 7.45 p.m. (see Notices for other practices)
Sat 20th TARTS walk at Bantham
Mon 22nd TCT Ltd AGM, W.I. Hut, 7.30 p.m.
Fri 26th Macmill an Big Stir coffee morning, WI Hut, 10:30 a.m.

Thorverton & District History Society: Merin Waite, My Impressions of Angkor Wat, WI Hut, 7.30pm
Sun 28th Harvest Festival at the Parish church, 5.00 p.m.

OCTOBER
Tue 7th W.I Meeting: History of Devon Farmhouses.
Thu 9th Arts Exchange, Fantasy, Campion Cottage, 8.00 p.m.
Fri 17th Thorverton School Auction of Promises
Sat 18th Table Top, W.I. Hut, 10.00 a.m. - 12.00 p.m.

Tantalise your Tastebuds with various homemade puddings, W.I. premises, 7.30 p.m.
Tue 21st Whist, W.I. Hut, 7.30 p.m.
Fri 24th  Thorverton & District History Society: Alan Liddiard, Exeter Cathedral and Volunteers, WI Hut,

7:30pm
Sat 25th W.I Coffee Morning/Stalls. 10 a.m.
Fri 31st W.I. Halloween Night (details to follow)

NOVEMBER
Sat 1st Shopping day to Cribbs Causeway, leave the Berry 9.00 a.m.
Tue 4th W.I Meeting: She was only a Railwayman’s Daughter.
Sun 9th Remembrance Day Service in Parish Church, 10.00 a.m.
Thu 13th Arts Exchange, Colours, Cubberley House, 8.00 p.m.
Tue 18th Whist, W.I. Hut, 7.30 p.m.
Sat 22nd W.I.Christmas Coffee Morning/Stalls 10 a.m.
Fri 28th Thorverton & District History Society: Tom Greeves, Dartmoor Historic Images, WI Hut, 7:30 p.m.

DECEMBER
Tue 2nd W.I Meeting: AGM
Thu 4th Arts Exchange, Gifts and Giving, Garden Cottage, 8.00 p.m.
Sat 6th Holly Ball , Thorverton Memorial Hall
Tue 16th Whist, W.I. Hut, 7.30 p.m.
Sat 20th W.I Coffee Morning/Stalls. 10 a.m.
Sun 21st Christmas Carol Service at the Parish church, 5.00 p.m.


