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Editorial 
 

I apologise if I don‟t sound so cheerful this month, 

but the much heralded “Spending Review” has left 

me rather flat.  I appear to be in just the age group 

and income bracket that will be worst affected – and 

it will be considerably worse still if I lose my job 

after things have worked themselves through.  The 

only consolation for me was that the impact was 

calculated to be even worse for women of about my 

age.  Oops! – on second thoughts not so much of a 

consolation there after all. 

 

I might also be looking a bit more shaky having been 

giving my daughter driving lessons over the past 

couple of months.  It is funny how once we have 

been driving for a while we tend to take it for granted 

and it has been quite a challenge for me to have to 

think exactly when I release the clutch, what road 

position I would take up and so on.  Perhaps it will 

be of benefit to me to have had to think about how I 

drive again.  

 

This month I have had a good go at getting the 

adverts into better shape.  I trust that most people 

won‟t have noticed what they looked like behind the  

 

 

scenes, but I can assure you that the formatting was 

driving me (and Eileen Mason) mad – Rob Purvis is 

far too proficient to be put out of course.  I hope that 

I haven‟t accidentally omitted any adverts, but if I 

have please let me know.  I believe that the many 

pages of adverts are a window for local small 

businesses as well as a helpful source of almost 

anything and everything that we might need.  On 

several occasions we have found ourselves thumbing 

through the adverts for help. 

 

Plenty of articles in this month‟s Focus again.  We 

usually get a few letters, but I would be happy to 

print more.  Please keep the letters coming in.  I 

would be happy to print letters from people who 

have moved away from the village as well as current 

residents, so if you know anyone who might like to 

update us from afar, please encourage them to write 

in. 

 

Have a good month. 

 

 

Neville Lane, Editor
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Letters 
 

From Mary Stevens and family. 

 

We would like to thank everybody for their 

lovely cards, messages and flowers we received 

following Gerald‟s death. 

 

Thank you to Dr Anderson and Dr Wride, the 

nurses, and everybody at Thorverton Surgery for 

all their help and support over the years that 

Gerald was ill, and especially the last few weeks 

when he came home, we couldn‟t have managed 

without them. 

 

Thank you to everybody who came to the church 

and to Rev Douglas Dettmer for a lovely service. 

Thank you also for the donations that will go to 

Thorverton surgery and Devon Air Ambulance 

Trust. 

 

 

 

From Sarah Yeandle 

 

Sarah, Lue, Alison, Hilary and Claire send a big 

thank you to Keeley, Nic and Katie (and all who 

helped) for all their hard work in organising the 

70s Disco. It was great fun and we all really 

enjoyed the evening, especially the dressing up! 

Just a shame not more people supported it, but 

that is their loss - we had a great time. 

  

 

From John and Elizabeth Redler 

 
 
We would like to thank everyone who came to 

Padbrook Park to celebrate our Golden Wedding. 

We raised £1,020 for ELF (Exeter Leukemia 

Fund) 

A special thanks to Glenn and Tori for all their 

help in organising the occassion and the surprise 

you gave us decoratiing outside the house with 

balloons and banners the night before. 

 

 

 

From Kit Cozens of Bullen Close 

  

A Love Affair with Welsh Corgis 

  

The fondness for this breed began in 1948 when 

my sister Doris (Hodge) married a Welshman 

and went to live at Llandrindod Wells.  They had 

a corgi called Caldy. 

  

The following year my mother went to stay, 

returning with a cotgi pup called Sherry. 

  

Many years passed, as did Sherry, aged 19, and 

then along came Sherry No.2 from a breeder at 

Tiverton.  I then enjoyed a holiday in the Isles of 

Scilly, buying a pup called Bryher (named after 

one of the Isles). 

  

She was followed every 13 years or so by Tosca, 

Whisper (who always barked at the telephone), 

Mij, Jema, Cassie, Bumble (who was long-

haired, black and white - very unusual colours) 

and lastly Red, who collapsed and was put to 

sleep on September 7th 2010, aged 13 years and 

7 months. 

  

For over 62 years I have shared my home and my 

life with these lively, wonderful dogs.  Many of 

my pups came from Sally Rich-Lenthall, who 

lives at Wiggaton.  She was a top judge at many 

of the big shows, including Crufts.  The breed 

has virtually died out.  The Queen now only has 

five. 

  

Kit Cozens  
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Thorverton Parish Council 
Report of the October meeting of the Parish 
Council 

 
 

 

Affordable Housing/Settlement Limit 

D/Cllr Deed reported on a recent meeting with MDDC it had been suggested that the Council should wait until the 

content of the Localisation Bill was known before putting forward any proposals for changing the settlement limit 

around the village. The Parish Council also considered commissioning another Housing Needs Survey so 

that an updated view of housing need within the parish could be established. 
 

Planning Matters 
A.  To note Planning Decisions received to date of meeting:- 

No decisions had been received. 

B. To consider Planning Applications received to date of meeting:- 

Ref.10/01455/FULL and 10/01456/LBC(Listed Buildings Consent). Alterations to roof. Manor Mill, 

Thorverton. 

 

Other Parish Business 
 Residents may wish to note that the Raddon road will be closed apart from for access from 1

st
 November 

to 5
th
 November inclusive. Details may be found on the Parish Notice Board. 

 The Council was delighted to hear that Mrs Elspeth Holmes had volunteered to tidy up the appearance of 

the Thorverton village signs which had been erected some years ago and which were starting to look the 

worse for wear. The faded bridge emblems are to be exchanged for brightly coloured replacements 9of the 

same design) found amongst the Council‟s archives! 

 D/Cllr Deed announced that MDDC intended to open the Lords Meadow Leisure Centre from 9am on a 

Sunday rather than from 7am as at present, in order to save quite a significant sum.  If anyone is likely to 

be adversely affected by this proposal they should contact MDDC directly or D/Cllr Deed. 

 The Parish Plan Action Group had met to consider how best to take forward such matters as the provision 

of a footway along Silver Street to the cricket club; a 20mph speed limit in the village and new premises 

for the surgery. 

 The crocodile swing which had been removed from the children‟s play area some months ago for safety 

reasons had now been successfully repaired and returned to the Recreation Ground. 

 The Council was also pleased to note that DCC had repainted Dinneford Bridge railings and that the Silver 

Street pavement east of Court Barton had been effectively tidied up. 

 

 

An agenda is displayed on the parish Notice Board prior to meetings and Minutes are displayed there once they 

have been approved by Councillors. 

 

 

 

Jane Lane, Parish Clerk 
 

Telephone: 01392 861062, email:Thorvertonclerk@aol.com 

www.Thorvertonparishcouncil.org 
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Thorverton Memorial Hall  
 

 
  

 

 

Reg. Charity 203778 

 

 

Saturday Market  

We are pleased to report that the October Market was 

very busy with more stalls and lots of customers.  

People were having to queue this month for tables to 

have breakfast cooked by Colin who was ably 

assisted by Sue and Bev, with Alison taking the 

orders and Sarah doing teas and coffees.  It was good 

to see Colin and Alison again.  

Thanks also to Clive for doing the draw.  The 

winners this month were:  

Chicken dinner                 Tony Langabeer  

Swiss chocolates             Anne Stamper  

Belgian biscuits                Carol Pearn  

Bob and Sue Hyde were very pleased to win £50 as 

the 100 Club Draw prize winners for October with 

lucky number 7.  

We really appreciate all of the stallholders and 

customers coming to support the Hall.  

Holly Ball  

Back by popular demand and an event not to be 

missed are Taylor and the Made Gentlemen.  Tickets 

for the Holly Ball, which is on Saturday 27th 

November, will be on sale at the Saturday Market in 

November, priced at £10.  

The music begins at 8.00pm, when a free glass of 

bubbly will get you chatting, then around 8.45 

canapes will be served.  

Those of you who have been before will know the 

dress code.  If you haven't, anything sparkly for the 

ladies and black ties for the gents.  

If there are any tickets left after the Saturday Market, 

they will be available from Sarah (860818) or Claire 

(861399).  

Saturday Market 

 

Saturday 13th November 

9.30 - 11.00 am 

 

Breakfast Bar, Fruit and Veg Stall, 

Pork Stall, Cake Stalls, 

Books, Jewellery, Cards, 

Bric-a-Brac, Draw and more 

100 Club Draw 

Reg. Charity No. 203778 

   

   

Thorverton Memorial Hall 

Saturday 27th November 

HOLLY BALL 

8.00pm to Midnight 

Bubbly from 8.00; canapes at 8.45 

Tickets £10.00 each 

On sale at the November Market, then 

from Sarah (860818) and Claire (861599) 

Black tie event 

Reg. Charity No. 203778  
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Notice Board   

Sylv & Anne's 

CHATTER CAFÉ 

WI Premises 
2-30pm to 4-30pm 

Every Monday  

Excluding Bank Holidays 

Look forward to seeing you 
 

Charity number 229868 

 

Thorverton Allotment Holders Meeting 
 

The next quarterly meeting will be held on 

10
th

 January 2011 

at 19.30 
at 

The Exeter Inn 

 
 

CALLING ALL SINGERS 

 CHRISTMAS IS COMING! 

 Thorverton Church Carol Service 

 Sunday December 19
th

 at 5 p.m. 

 Would you like to join the church choir for the 

Christmas Carol service? 

There will be 4 practices in church on:- 

Thursdays, November 25
th
, December 2

nd
, 9

th
 and 

16
th
.  From 7.45 to 9 p.m. 

Please come to them all if you possibly can – a warm 

welcome awaits you, enthusiasm is the only 

requirement – there will be no auditions. 

 

We will be learning some new carols and of course, 

the old favourites will be included. For more 

information please contact me on 01392 860730 or at  

mary@onetheglebe.eclipse.co.uk 

 

It would be helpful if you let me know you are 

coming then we know how many carols books to get 

out. We always have a good sing and I am sure this 

year we will keep up our village church tradition of a 

full house, lusty singing and a meaningful 

contribution to our Christmas celebrations.  

 

 

FOR THE YOUNGER SINGERS 

Thorverton Church Carol Service 

 Sunday December 19
th

 at 5 p.m. 

The younger members of the Christmas Carol 

Service choir (years 2 to 8) have their own practices 

for the service. 

They will take place from 3.30 to 4.30 p.m. on 

Mondays, November 22
nd 

and December 6
th
 in school 

and December 13
th
 in church. 

 

Years 7 and 8 can join us when they arrive back from 

school around 4 p.m. (These two years can join the 

senior choir if they prefer.) 

If you are unable to make the practices then I am 

happy to arrange another time to fit you in. We have 

bought some new candleholders for this year and we 

look forward to a good sing and a lovely service. The 

Junior Consort contribution is always a delight and 

warmly received.  

Everyone is welcome – why not give it a go! 

Details from me, as above.                   

                                                                                    

   Mary Thomas 

 

 

Thorverton Church Consort practices 
Thursdays in church, 7.45 to 9 pm 

 
November 4th, 11th. 

Consort + Augmented Christmas choir:- 

November 25th, 

December 2nd, 9th & 16th 

December 19th 5 p.m. Carol Service 

 
Junior Consort practices in school, 

Mondays 3.30 to 4.30 p.m. 
November 1st, 8th, 22nd 

December 6th, 13th (in church) 

 

Clarinet player 
Required to complete 

Clarinet quartet 
Enthusiasm more important 

 than age or ability 

 

For more details contact 

Peter Mason on 860727 

http://uk.mc295.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=mary@onetheglebe.eclipse.co.uk
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Thorverton Arts Exchange 
 

At Arts Exchange meetings we share our 

enthusiasms for writing, music, painting, film, craft 

etc. with one another. 

 

Usually there is a theme to our choices, but 

occasionally an individual member will take 

responsibility for a whole evening. 

 

The meetings take place in members' homes at 8.00 

p.m. on Thursdays. The next meetings are: 

 

November 18
th
  Vehicles, Okero 

December 9
th
 Cold, Campion Cottage (8.30 pm 

start) 

January 20
th
 Awakenings,  Garden Cottage 

 

New members are always welcome. For further 

information contact Louise Page or Rob Purvis, 

Campion Cottage 860509. 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

THORVERTON COOPERATIVE TRUST 

LIMITED 

 

Annual General Meeting 
 

Wednesday  November 3
rd

 

 

7.45 pm  at  Thorverton WI Hut 
 

This is an opportunity for you to be updated 

about the past year‟s trading at Thorverton PO 

and TCT Ltd; to ask questions; to submit ideas 

and comment; to elect the Council of 

Management for the coming year; and to thank 

our dedicated staff and volunteers. 

 

For further information or to view the minutes of 

last year‟s AGM in advance of the meeting, 

please ring  the Secretary on 01392 860419 or 

ask at the post office. 
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The Exe Valley Film Society 
 

proudly presents our next screening: 

 

Withnail & I (15) 
 

Director: Bruce Robinson and starring: Richard E 

Grant, Paul McGann, Richard Griffiths 

 

This black comedy, made in 1987 is a very funny 

 account of the lives of two out of work actors in the 

1960‟s who leave their squalid London flat for an 

idyllic country holiday with Uncle Monty – however, 

all does not go according to plan. Brilliant 

performances and an excellent script make this a film 

to remember which achieved cult status when it was 

made. 

 

THURSDAY 25th November  

at  

BRAMPFORD SPEKE VILLAGE 

HALL. 

 

 Doors open 7.30 for 8pm start.   Bring a bottle and a 

glass and enjoy the free popcorn. 

  

Members £1, guests £5. All welcome.  

Enquiries: 01392 840072 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 



Focus on Thorverton  Vol. 41 No. 10- November 2010 

 

8 

 

 

 

CHRISTMAS MARKET 

 

WI HUT 

Sat November 27th 

10-11/30am 

Stalls include: 

Stickeridge Farm Meat/sausage meat, 

Eggs/Veg/ Cakes,  

Jewellery, Woodwork, 

 Natures Way products (inc Xmas chocs) 

 Forever-Living products, 

Cards, Home Crafted presents 

+ more 

Coffee/mince pies/raffle 

Charity No 229868  

 
 

Christmas Tree Festival  

St Peter’s Church Brampford Speke   

 
Saturday 27 November and Sunday 28 November 

from 2pm – 5pm  

 

Come along and enjoy some village social cheer! 

Have a cuppa whilst voting for your favourite tree 

and catching up with friends  

Festive Attractions include 

Memory Tree – write the name of a loved one on a 

special card to hang on this tree  

Cake, Produce and Craft Stall – keep the theme in the 

Christmas Spirit with goodies to sell  

Refreshments – Hot drinks, Mince pies, Homemade 

Cake and more! 

Donations to see the trees will be greatly appreciated 

Money raised from this event will go to St Peter‟s 

Church  

 

 

Domestic help wanted 

for hairy and eccentric Nobleman 

 

Ever dreamed about living and working in a Castle? 

This position will not suit people who are easily 

scared and don't like strange noises! 

 

No experience required, although it would be quite 

useful if you  are used to working with a master with 

terrible mood swings - and rats - there are rats bigger 

than badgers in the dungeons sometimes! 

 

For full details and rate of pay please apply in 

writing to Mrs Bustle, Head Housekeeper, c/o 

Thorverton Amateur Dramatics Society and quote 

"Beauty and The Beast - Pantomine for 2010" 
 

State of our Nation 
 

Awareness group meetings: are you concerned about 

the "state of our nation?" 

 

It would seem that many of you are and for this 

reason awareness meeting are being held at our home 

frequently. Discussions are friendly and informal & 

refreshments will be available. Come on your own or 

with some friends. The more the merrier!  

 

Please ring John or Elizabeth to arrange a time on 

01392-860597 and appear with plenty of questions, 

which we expect to be able to answer! 

 

THORVERTON 

COUNTRY SHOW 

 

CHRISTMAS 
BINGO 

 

7th & 21st December 

 

Thorverton Memorial Hall 
 

Eyes Down 7.30pm 
 

Lots of seasonal prizes 
 

Hot Dogs and Burgers for sale 
 

Ring 860827 for more details 
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Countdown to Christmas 
 

The countdown has begun, the decorations are in the 

shops, enormous tins of sweets and chocolate 

biscuits on BOGOF (Buy one get one free) but why 

not try a different approach to your Countdown to 

Christmas? 

Here are some quick Topical Tips to help with the 

Christmas Calorie Countdown: 

1. Ask Santa Claus for a new non-stick pan  

(you will be amazed how much can be 

cooked with little or no oil) 

2. Speed dusting raises the heart rate!   

Set yourself a time limit to get the household 

chores done 

3. Eat 2 portions of fruit everyday and make it 

3 portions next week 

4. Going to a celebratory lunch/dinner?  As 

soon as you know the date, start to add 15 

minutes more per day to your usual physical 

activity 

5. Tick the boxes to choose the „healthier 

options‟ for the work/social Christmas menu 

(when it comes to the day, you‟ll be glad you 

did!) 

6. Put a little less on your plate at every meal in 

the week BEFORE that celebratory 

lunch/dinner  

7. Eat 3 portions of vegetables everyday and 

make it 4 portions next week, 5 the week 

after (remember potatoes don‟t count as a 

vegetable for this purpose!) 

8. Feast your eyes at the fat content in Mince 

Pies and check the fat content on Labels 

HIGH is more than 20g of fat per 100g: 

LOW is less than 3g of fat in 100g  (do you 

really want one?) 

9. Park the car at the far end of car park to add 

some extra walking to your shopping trips 

10. Jot down a few things that make you happy – 

put the list on the biscuit tin/sweetie jar, take 

the list (not a biscuit or sweet) and enjoy 

your thoughts over your cup of tea or coffee 

– much healthier for you! 

With presents on our minds – there is no time like 

the present.  Start now and use these next few weeks 

as your Christmas Calorie Countdown.   Do one, two 

or three of this month‟s tips, it all helps towards a 

more healthier lifestyle and if you want to continue 

your countdown into the new year make a resolution 

to come to the Five and Alive Sessions starting in 

January 2011. 

Five and Alive is a series of five one hour sessions 

designed to help and encourage you towards eating 

more healthily, to do more physical activity and 

boost your well being.   We have been running Five 

and Alive for several years now and in every group 

participants have been able to make small but 

effective changes, some have made major changes 

and even lost several pounds/kilos.   

 Application forms for Five and Alive are available 

in the Wyndham House Surgery or from Sylvia 

Wakeham, 077 11 820 584, call now for further 

details or to secure a place. 

 

 

Crediton Christmas Tree Festival 
2010  
The eighth Crediton Christmas Tree Festival will 

take place at Holy Cross Church from  Thursday 2
nd

 

December until Sunday 5
th
 December. The Festival 

will be open on the Thursday and Friday 11am – 

6pm, Saturday 10.30am – 7pm and Sunday 2pm – 

5pm.   Well over 60 illuminated trees, ranging in 

height from 3 to 20 foot plus, and decorated by local 

charities, groups, organisations, schools and 

individuals will fill the church! All these will make a 

wonderful atmospheric display especially as the 

natural light begins to fade towards the end of each 

afternoon. Admission and nearby parking will be free 

and refreshments will be available in the nearby 

Boniface Centre.  On the Saturday evening the Choir 

of Holy Cross will be giving a concert in the church 

that will begin at 7.30pm.  

 

All funds raised at the Christmas Tree Festival help 

fund the ongoing upkeep and restoration of the fabric 

of this large grade 1 listed parish church. 

 

All enquiries about the 2010 Christmas Tree Festival 

should be directed to the event organiser Glenda 

Hills Tel: 01363 773669 or email: 

glenda.hills@yahoo.co.uk.  A selection of 

photographs from past Festivals can be found at 

www.creditonparishchurch.org.uk. 

 

 

http://www.creditonparishchurch.org.uk/
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Seasonal Flu  
People in Devon are being encouraged to protect 

themselves this winter by having a flu vaccination. 

 

The annual seasonal flu campaign has been launched 

in Devon for people who are at risk of seasonal flu to 

get their free vaccination. 

 

GP practices are offering a free vaccination to 

those people identified as being at risk. 

 

Everyone aged 65 and over is routinely offered the 

vaccination, as those with long-term conditions such 

as heart disease, diabetes, asthma, multiple sclerosis 

and serious kidney or liver disease. 

 

This year, for the first time, all pregnant women will 

be offered the seasonal flu vaccination. 

 

The best way to avoid flu is to get immunised, but 

people also can protect themselves by practising 

good hand hygiene. 

 

This means carrying tissues, covering coughs and 

sneezes with a tissue, disposing of the tissue after 

one use, and cleaning hands as soon as possible with 

soap and water or an alcohol hand gel. 

 

Stockleigh Pomeroy Christmas 
Fayre 
Saturday 20 November 10am to 4pm 

 

A date for your diary. An event not to be missed! 

Prepare early for Christmas - buy your Christmas 

presents and cards. The fayre will have a wide 

range of stalls including Christmas crafts and 

gifts, hand-made Christmas cards, hand crafted 

jewellery, pottery, preserves and Hospiscare 

cards. While you are browsing along the stalls 

there are fun activities for the children as well as 

a bran tub and a super raffle. Mince pies and 

coffee or mulled wine are available during the 

morning, delicious home-made soup and a roll 

for lunch and homemade cakes and a refreshing 

cuppa in the afternoon. As an added interested 

we are having a table top sale at a cost of £5 per 

table so anyone interested in taking up this 

opportunity please contact Rosemary Meikle on 

01363 866303. Numbers for the tabletop are 

limited so reserve your place in good time. 
 

 

 

 

 

Thorverton Country Show 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Bingo 
 

Put the dates in your diaries – Tuesday 7
th
 and 21

st
 

December, eyes down at 7.30pm prompt at the 

Memorial Hall for John‟s popular Christmas Bingo. 

There will be plenty of festive prizes on offer for 

one, two and three lines, for the flyers and for the 

various draws.  

 

In addition to the traditional cup of tea there will be 

Hot Dogs and Burgers on sale so you can come early 

and get something to eat before the Bingo starts or 

during the interval – or both!  

 

Children are welcome as long as they are 

accompanied by an adult. 

 

 

This is a fund raiser to help provide some of the 

funds needed up front to put the Show on. 

 

Show 2011 
 

Plans are now well under way for the 2011 Show at 

Ratcliffe which will have a “Circus” theme this year. 

We are delighted to welcome back some old friends 

for this Show. 

 

Our star attraction will be Dingle Fingle with his 

1920‟s Austin Martin. We hope we don‟t have to get 

the AA out to rescue him this time! 

 

Also returning after a long break are the young teams 

of riders from the British Mounted Games 

Association.  Ed Channin will also be at the Show 

again. Ed hopes to compete in the 2012 Paralympics. 

 

This year we are also pleased to welcome Tony 

Beard, The Wag from Widdecombe who will open 

the Show on Saturday morning.   

 

We hope you will feel this line up is worth keeping 

the weekend of 11
th
 & 12

th
 June 2011 free! 
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Parish Church Services and News 
 

November 2010 SERVICES & INFORMATION 

The Church of England welcomes you! 

The Netherexe Parishes 
A Mission Community in the Diocese of Exeter  

www.netherexe.org 

 

7 November 2010 Trinity 23  

 

09:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Brampford Speke  DD 

10:00 am Family Service of the Word   Brampford Speke  DD, HD 

& ST 

 Commissioning of New Headteacher 

10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Thorverton  CH 

11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Cowley JB 

11:15 am Service of the Word   Rewe  DB & 

GSM  

11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Upton Pyne  HD 

05:00 pm Service with a Smile  ☺ Stoke Canon  Lay-Led  

06:30 pm Evening Prayer  [BCP] Cadbury DD 

06:30 pm Service of the Word   Newton St Cyres  HD 

 

11 November 2010 Armistice Day  

 

11:00 am 2 Minute Silence & Prayers  Rewe War Memorial 

11:00 am 2 Minute Silence & Prayers  Thorverton War Memorial 

 Please note these are open air services [please gather at 10:55 am] 

 

14 November 2010 Trinity 24 & Remembrance Sunday 

 

08:00 am Holy Communion  [BCP] Thorverton   DD 

10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Stoke Canon  HW   

10:00 am Service for Remembrance Sunday  Thorverton  Bishop of Crediton  

   Joint with Cadbury & Baptist Church

 & DD 

10:50 am Service for Remembrance Sunday  Brampford Speke   Lay-Led  

10:50 am Service for Remembrance Sunday  Newton St Cyres   HD 

10:50 am Service for Remembrance Sunday  Poltimore  Lay-Led  

10:50 am Service for Remembrance Sunday  Upton Pyne  Lay-Led  

11:15 am Holy Communion   [C] Rewe SS  

06:30 pm Evening Prayer  [BCP] Huxham  HD 

 

21 November 2010 Sunday before Advent: Christ the King 

 

09:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Upton Pyne  AS 

10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Cadbury DD 

10:00 am Holy Communion   [C] Cowley JB 

10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Poltimore HD 

03:00 pm Baptism   Huxham  HD 

05:00 pm Service of the Word [Taizé]  Thorverton   Lay-Led   

06:30 pm Joint Service  Brampford Speke Baptist Chapel 

 ST & DD 

   Joint with Parish Church 

http://www.netherexe.org/
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28 November 2010 Advent 1 

 

09:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Huxham HD  

10:00 am Service of the Word    Cadbury GSD 

10:00am Holy Communion [C] Newton St Cyres DD & JD 

10:00 am Service of the Word   Stoke Canon GP & DP 

11:15 am Holy Communion & Baptism [C] Rewe  HD 

03:00 pm Baptism  Newton St Cyres  HD  

06:30 pm Evening Prayer   [BCP] Poltimore JD 

 

5 December 2010 Advent 2 

 

08:00 am Holy Communion  [BCP] Newton St Cyres  DD 

10:00 am Service With A Smile   ☺ Brampford Speke  Lay-Led 

10:00 am Holy Communion   [C] Poltimore DD 

10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Thorverton  SS 

11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Cowley  JB 

11:15 am Service of the Word   Rewe AB & 

DP  

11:15 am Holy Communion & Baptism [C] Upton Pyne  HD 

05:00 pm Service with a Smile  ☺ Stoke Canon  Lay-Led  

06:30 pm Evening Prayer  [BCP] Cadbury HD 

 

Services in the Netherexe Parishes 

Your parish churches aim to provide a variety of service types to meet the needs of the whole community.  Most 

Sunday services except those early in the morning include hymns and music 

Everyone is welcome at all services 

 

„Service with a Smile‟    These Family Services are designed for all ages 

Brampford Speke & Stoke Canon  and with the needs of young children especially in 

and Family Services Thorverton and mind.  They are informal and contemporary in 

Newton St Cyres    style, often including a children‟s activity at the    

     beginning; without communion.  Services usually last    

    about 35 minutes and are followed by refreshments 

 

Young People‟s Group [YPG]  Young people‟s group meeting during the 10 am    

     service at Thorverton on the first Sunday of the month    

    in school term time 

Holy Communion  [C]  Traditional service in contemporary language [one hour] 

Holy Communion  [T]  Traditional service in traditional language [one hour] 

Holy Communion  [BCP]  Traditional service in traditional language [one hour] 

Service of the Word  [SW]  Morning or Evening Service [without communion] in   

     contemporary language, often Lay-Led 

Morning Prayer  [BCP]  Traditional Morning Service [Mattins] from the Book of   

     Common Prayer [about an hour] 

Evening Prayer or  [BCP]  Traditional Evening Service from the Book of Common 

Choral Evensong    Prayer [about an hour] 

 

DAILY SERVICES – Usual pattern 

 

Monday  09:00 am  Morning Prayer at Stoke Canon Chapel 

Tuesday  09:00 am  Morning Prayer at Stoke Canon Church 

Tuesday  06:00 pm  Evening Prayer at Rewe 

Wednesday  09:00 am  Morning Prayer at Thorverton 

Thursday  09:00 am  Morning Prayer at Thorverton 

Thursday  05:00 pm  Evening Prayer at Newton St Cyres 
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Friday   09:00 am  Morning Prayer at Thorverton 

Saturday  09:00 am  Morning Prayer at Thorverton 

 

Variations:  Tue  2
nd

 Nov   No Morning Prayer at Stoke Canon    

   Wed  3
rd

 Nov  Holy Communion at Thorverton 09:30 am 

   Thu 4
th
 Nov  No Morning Prayer at Thorverton  

   Fri 5
th
 Nov  No Morning Prayer at Thorverton  

   Sat 13
th
 Nov No Morning Prayer at Thorverton  

Wed 24
th
 Nov  No Morning Prayer at Thorverton     

 

Who‟s Who …..? Abbreviations Key 

 

DD  The Revd. Douglas Dettmer Priest-in-Charge 01392 860332 

SS  The Revd. Sue Sheppard Associate Minister 01392 841284 

HD  The Revd. Hilary Dawson Assistant Curate 01392 841928 

JD  The Revd. Julia Dallen Assistant Curate 07733 673842 

 

 

AB Mrs Annabel Branney CH The Revd Chris Hughes GSm Mr Geoff Saltmarsh 

BB Mrs Bridget Boxall VH Mrs Valerie Hanson JSd Mr John Sandford 

DB Mr David Boxall GK Mrs Gwynneth Keehner GSd Mr Guy Sheppard 

JB The Revd John Benton JM Preb John Mapson AS The Revd Alan Simmons 

CC Mr Chris Cook SM The Revd Sue Martin JSt Mrs Julie Stirling 

JC Mrs Jane Cook VM Mrs Valerie Mills ST The Revd Simon Taylor 

VC Mrs Veronica Clarke MOJ Mrs Maureen Owen-Jones PW The Revd Peter Webb 

JD The Revd Julia Dallen DP Mr David Perrott HW The Revd Harold Whitty 

CF Mrs Catriona Fursdon GP Mrs Gerda Perrott 

  VP Mrs Valerie Pritchard 

 

Family Services of the Word marked ☺ are led by Lay Teams 

 

For more information about the Netherexe Parishes please see www.netherexe.org  

or contact: 

 

Mrs Margaret Lowe [Administrator] 

Tel: 07594 714590  - Tuesday & Thursday  [08:30 – 16:30] 

Email: margaret.admin@netherexe.org 

 

Correspondence:  The Netherexe Parishes, PO Box 734, Stoke Canon, Exeter, EX5 4WP. 

 

Would you like a lift to church? 

May we offer you a lift to the parish church or to a  joint service elsewhere?  

 

For transport to Sunday services from locations in Thorverton parish, please ring Steve Rendell on 

[01392] 860780.   

 

To arrange a lift to the weekday Holy Communion at Thorverton please ring Margaret Turner -Warwick 

on [01392] 861173 

 

For transport from locations in Newton St Cyres parish please contact Mrs Charlotte Dyer on [01392] 851618 

 

For transport from Cowley parish please contact Major Clive Rendle on [01392] 257389 

 

For transport from Rewe please contact Guy Sheppard on 01392 841284 

 

 

http://www.netherexe.org/
mailto:margaret.admin@netherexe.org
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From the Parish Registers       to mid-October   

  

Baptisms Lucille Talitha Blythe Clarke, 11
th
 August, Thorverton 

 Harry Paul Rickard, 22
nd

 August, Newton St Cyres 

 Lucas Matterface, 19
th
Sep, Stoke Canon 

  

Marriage James Court/Beth Jamieson, 25
th
 Sep, Stoke Canon  

  

Funerals Mr Gerald Stevens, 18
th
 Sep, Thorverton  

 Mr Frederick Griffin, 20
th
 Sep, Newton St Cyres  

 Muriel Wells, 29
th
 Sep, Huxham 

 Shirley Pitman, 8
th
 Oct, Newton St Cyres  

 

  

Parish Letter 
 

In September‟s issue of the Magazine, Hilary 

Dawson wrote about new beginnings and focused on 

my new start as I moved from layperson to ordained, 

and started a new life as a Deacon. She explained the 

role I was taking on and how that ministry „occupies 

the space between the church and the world and is 

sometimes said to have a foot in both.‟ The deacon 

being a „constant reminder that lay and ordained 

make up one body serving God together.‟ 

 

It is easy to become focused on worship inside the 

church building and ensuring that the building is fit 

for that purpose. But it is also important to focus 

directly upon what our worship is really about. It is 

about showing how much worth we place on God. 

We can do this by singing His praise and giving Him 

thanks for all that we are and all that we have, 

because it is from Him that all things come. But there 

is more to our faith than that. He has rescued us from 

ourselves by sending his son Jesus Christ to show us 

the way to live, which will bring us a new life, full 

beyond measure, no matter what the world has in 

store for us. In accepting this new way of life we, as 

part of his body, become Christ, living in the world 

today. This means that just as Christ lived and 

worked among the people of his day, so this is where 

the people of Christ need to be and work, showing 

others his love, care and compassion to those in 

need. For this reason, the final words which the 

Deacon says at the end of many services „Go in 

peace to love and serve the Lord‟ are not hollow 

words, but words to enthuse and exhort everyone to 

fulfil. The Deacon is not then exempt from this, but 

leads the way by example. 

 

It has been my pleasure to take that on board and get 

out and meet as many people as possible, not just 

those I see in the comparatively brief time I am 

inside a church building. I particularly hope to meet 

people who work in our parishes. They have a crucial 

role, bringing employment and wealth into the 

community. There needs to be a partnership with the 

rest of us which brings mutual benefit. I visit, as a 

representative of God, offering prayer for individual 

workers and the company. I cannot provide finance, 

workers or business advice, but as a Christian I 

believe that prayer brings about change. Christ loves 

and cares for those in need and in this difficult time 

of financial cutbacks it is important to remember 

those who are producers. 

 

Praying for companies is not an endorsement of their 

product, but a care for the wellbeing of those who 

work in them. We all make choices, in what we 

purchase, and from where, but supporting someone 

local if it will meet your needs is a blessing to all 

concerned. 

 

It is important not to confuse need with wants. We 

can do without what we want, but we cannot do 

without what we need. Needs keep body and soul 

together and the church is charged by God through 

Jesus Christ to care for people‟s needs. By being 

accessible to people, and known by them, we make it 

easier for them to ask when they do have needs. 

Everyone can listen to the needs of others and on my 

visits I have discovered some good practices which 

model very good care for the needs of others. We can 

all fulfil a calling to care for the needs of those 

around us. I have learned much through my visits, 

and I know that I will receive as much as I give. I 

have recognised Christ‟s face in the welcome and 

practices of those I have met. The care and welfare of 

those for whom we are responsible is something we 

can all share in. 

Julia Dallen 
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Emmaus – A Journey Into Faith 

 

 

 

Ever find yourself wishing you had a belief that 

makes a difference and gives more meaning to life? 

 Or do you wonder about the faith you already have 

and where it might be leading?  

Or Is Confirmation an option you are considering? 

EMMAUS is a course for anyone wanting to know 

something or more about Christian faith, a chance to 

question and learn with no strings attached. 

It will be happening once a fortnight for six sessions 

in a small group led by members of a friendly team 

from your local Church of England parish churches, 

in a comfortable and informal setting. 

 

You are very warmly welcome to a „taster‟ session 

on Monday, November 1st from 7.30 to 9 pm . 

For further information, please contact Bridget 

Boxall at Poltimore on (01392) 841355 or Hilary 

Dawson at Stoke Canon on (01392) 841928. 
 

Baptist Church 
“Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, 

bless those who curse you, pray for those who ill-

treat you.” 

Luke Ch. 6 v.27,28. 

 

The gall the soldiers offered Jesus to drink on the 

cross, and which he refused, was the juice of the 

opium poppy, a close relation of the poppies that 

sprang up in their millions on the fields of Flanders 

(a typical poppy plant produces some 1,700 seeds). 

The poppies and the memorials are beautiful and so 

is the supreme sacrifice of those who lay down their 

life for others-the most loving and noble act that any 

human being can do. But let not the beauty disguise 

the ugliness. Those who have fought in wars are 

often reticent to describe their experiences, but the 

world needs to know the horror of it all. Poppies are 

red and black and green. The red reminds us of the 

carnage of war. They sprang up where the earth had 

been blighted and ravaged, and where the blood of 

millions had been spilt. The centres of the poppies 

are black. What is the cause of war? It is simply the 

sins of greed and envy-of taking privileges and 

profits, which have neither been given nor deserved, 

or sometimes even needed. 

 

Jesus did not say; „Blessed are the pacifists,‟ but 

„Blessed be the peacemakers,‟ There are in Christian 

tradition three main justifiable conditions for 

resorting to force. The first is to defend justice or 

prevent injustice- never for aggrandisement. The 

second is that it be carried out with the least possible 

violence or constraint, and without resort to torture, 

abuse or wholesale destruction. The third is that it be 

under proper authority or a last resort, and never out 

of personal acrimony or pure revenge. 

 

But the main cause of an unjustified war, whether 

worldwide, local or personal, is not at all complex. It 

begins in the nursery when one child says to another, 

„I want that‟ and the other child says, „No, you can‟t 

have it –it‟s mine.‟ 

 

The poppies have green leaves as well as red flowers 

with black centres. Those green leaves revive the 

hope that new life may grow. Poppies can be used for 

evil purposes, Opium poppies produce opiate or gall-

the drug Jesus refused on the cross- and heroin, 

which many think is a greater threat to civilization 

than war itself. But it is the seed of those same 

poppies that Bakers sprinkle on bread, imparting to it 

a subtle flavour. Instead of greed and envy, we must 

cultivate peace and love. We must support all efforts 

to negotiate peaceful settlements and resist the 

manufacture and sale of armaments. We must 

recover neighbourhood and neighbourliness. We 

must let our minds and hearts be filled with the 

subtle flavour of Christ‟s presence. That is the best 

antidote to war. 

 

The Baptist Church would like to thank all who 

supported us during our Harvest weekend, many 

thanks for all produce given or left for us, the Church 

looked very colourful with all its many flowers and 

greenery. We were able to send many boxes of 

packets, boxes and tins to „Chat‟ the association in 

Tiverton that caters for those who have no homes or 

jobs. We were also able to send £250 to „Operation 

Agri‟ which was the collection at our Monday 

evening of music and song. „Operation Agri‟ sends 

agriculture machinery and seeds and tools to 

countries that struggle to live. And then teach them 

how to grow their own food.  

 

We invite you to join us on Sunday mornings at 11-

00am, you will be most welcome. 

Phyllis Langdon  Church Secretary. 

I Don’t Believe It  
Whilst the free market system gives us great choice 

I‟m increasingly wearied by letters and circulars 

from oil and energy companies that want to become 

savings banks, banks that want to become car dealers 

and supermarkets that want to put everybody else out 

of business.  

 

Thankfully the Commonwealth games passed 

peacefully, but where were those 1.2 billion Indians? 

With most venues showing more seats vacant than 
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occupied I suspect it was simply too expensive for 

their low wage economy. Even the marathon had few 

spectators - surely they weren‟t all busy making 

unsolicited phone calls to the UK? 

 

With seat prices up to £2012 at the opening 

ceremony, and £725 for the athletics final, I fear that 

“our” Olympic games faces a similar prospect with 

row upon row of empty seats. Perhaps the organisers 

are relying on the Plutonium expense cards of 

corporate, government and quango bodies to square 

the financial circle. However, the “Pay Your Age” 

scheme for low demand events is inspired marketing 

that will, no doubt, place considerable financial 

pressure on many parents with aspiring young 

athletes. 

 

I‟m usually asleep within seconds of my head hitting 

the pillow, but for those less fortunate I have a 

remedy. Record and “watch” Grand Prix. 

 

My record for staying awake is, I‟m told, 22 minutes. 

After the start, which is occasionally exciting, the so- 

called race becomes little more than a high-speed 

stage-managed procession – even the basic Scalectric 

set from my youth had a figure of eight crossover! 

 

Last winter I became so concerned and incensed by 

suicidal cyclists intent on being invisible, by wearing 

Goth or army camouflage, that I bought a number of 

high visibility vests to give away. I still have a few, 

so if you would like one, they are now available, 

gratis, from John at the Exeter Inn.  

Commentator 

 

 

 P.S. My contribution to last month‟s issue regarding 

DAB radio may well have reinforced Roger‟s 

previous suspicions, but I can think of three other 

villagers who might have penned either piece! 

 

 

 

Women’s Institute 
At our Oct. meeting Mr R Kerwood gave an 

interesting talk on „The use of Willow‟  

He explained that the willow is cut around the 1
st
 

Dec-Mid March. 

If willow is put in the ground during winter it will 

grow but, it must NEVER be placed less than 20ft 

away from drains or houses as the roots look for 

water. 

He explained the tools needed for this craft and 

stated that people have been weaving for around 

12,000 yrs. 

Part of the Great Wall of China is made up of 

rammed earth and willow. 

Willow weaving nearly died out in the 1960s due to 

the introduction of plastic but has now become 

popular once more. 

 

Mary Stevens won Flower of the Month. 

 

Thanks go to all who supported our recent Tabletop. 

I understand that was some bartering took place and 

many bargains were found. Great!!! 

 

Sylv Gregory 
Charity no. 229868  

 

 

Dolphin Group 
 

During October we have all welcomed several new 

members to our little group. 

 

Favourite poems went down very successfully, 

learning several new poems. 

 

Marian's talk on Living in Canada was most 

enlightning and interesting, what a wonderful 

experience. 

  

NOVEMBER Meetings 

  04 Soup Recipes 

11  Two of your oldest items 

18  Twenty Questions 

25  BOOK CLUB  Sister by Rosamund Lupton 

  

I am struggling to find subjects for forthcoming 

meetings, so suggestion will be very welcome. 

  

Please join us at the THORVERTON ARMS on 

Thursdays at 10.30.  ALL WELCOME. 

  

  

Margaret Banks 

 

Legal Eagle 
Having taken a short break last month to look at 

MPs‟ expenses we return this month to the 

Inheritance ( Provision for Family and Dependants ) 

Act 1975 and in particular claims by a child of the 

deceased under section1(1)(c) of the Act. 

 

The term „ child „ includes an illegitimate or adopted 

child and children en ventre sa mere. It does not, 

however, include a stepchild but a stepchild may be 

entitled to claim under the provisions of section 

1(1)(d). 
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Whilst there is no age limit for children seeking an 

award if a child is able-bodied and able to earn a 

living it is possible for no provision by a testator for 

that child to be considered „ reasonable „. 

 

At one time the court would look for a „ special 

circumstance „  such as a moral obligation owed by 

the deceased parent to the child before making an 

award in favour of a child applicant. This is evident 

from the words of Oliver J, in Re Coventry [1979], 

„‟There must, as it seems to me, be established some 

sort of moral claim by the applicant to be maintained 

by the deceased or at the expense of his estate 

beyond the mere fact of a blood relationship, some 

reason why it can be said that, in the circumstances, 

it is unreasonable that no or no greater provision was 

in fact made.‟‟ 

This view remained substantially unchallenged until 

Re Hancock (deceased ) [1998] when the Court of 

Appeal stated that, „‟the 1975 Act does not require, 

in an application under section 1(1)(c), that an adult 

child ( whether son or daughter ) has in all cases to 

show an obligation or other special 

circumstances……………‟‟ 

The Court went on to say, however, that, „‟………..if 

the facts disclose that the adult child is in 

employment, with an earning capacity for the 

foreseeable future, it is unlikely that he will succeed 

in his application without some special 

circumstances, such as a moral obligation.‟‟ 

 

This matter was considered again by the Court of 

Appeal in Snapes –v- Aram and Others [1998]. 

Father (F), died in 1985, aged 87, leaving a widow, 

four sons and three daughters ( one of whom was S 

the plaintiff ). F‟s estate consisted of the matrimonial 

home, money and chattels to the net value of 

approximately £80,000 and a plot of land ( Plot 3 ) 

valued for probate at £100,000. Plot 3 was used for 

the family business which was run by F‟s four sons 

and one of his daughters, the defendants in the action 

brought by S. Under F‟s will, Plot 3 was specifically 

devised to the business, with the house and the 

chattels being left to the widow. The will further 

provided that if F‟s wife predecease him the balance 

of the estate ( i.e., the house and chattels ) should be 

divided between S and J ( the two daughters not 

involved with the business ) and his grandchildren, 

or should F‟s wife survive him she was to provide for 

them. Following F‟s death S ( who was 58 at the time 

of her father‟s death ) applied for reasonable 

financial provision out of the estate under section 

1(1)(c). Before the hearing of  S‟s application the 

value of Plot 3 increased spectacularly and was sold 

by the defendants to a supermarket for £663,000 net 

of CGT. After the sale, but before the hearing of S‟s 

application, the widow died leaving a legacy of 

£1,000 to S and £2,000 to J. At first instance S was 

awarded maintenance of £3,000 a year. The 

defendants appealed contending that for the purposes 

of section 1(1)(c) an adult child always had to show a 

moral obligation or other special circumstance in 

order to substantiate a claim, and that the court erred 

in taking into account the estate‟s increased value. 

 

The Court of Appeal held that section 1(1)(c) did not 

require an adult applicant like S to establish that she 

had a moral claim or some other special 

circumstance. Here the terms of F‟s will clearly 

demonstrated that he was well disposed towards S 

and that he recognised that some provision ought to 

be made for her if resources permitted. Further, in 

view of section 3(5) ( the court is required to take 

into account facts known at the date of the hearing ), 

it was appropriate for the court to take into account 

the windfall to the estate at the date of the hearing of 

S‟s application. Accordingly the appeal would be 

dismissed. 

As an interesting footnote to this case, the court 

could quite easily have come to the same conclusion 

following the Coventry principle, not least because 

of the effect of the sale of Plot 3 upon the size of the 

deceased‟s estate. However, the court chose not to do 

so. 

 A crucial factor in the court deciding in favour of S 

was the fact that her father was clearly favourably 

disposed towards her and had recognised that some 

provision should be made for her if his estate was 

large enough. 

The present position therefore, is that an adult child 

is in no different position from any other applicant 

who has to prove his case. If, however, the applicant 

is of working age, with a job or capable of obtaining 

a job which would be available, the factors in favour 

of his claim for financial provision may not add up to 

much. 

Next month we shall continue our look at the 

remaining potential applicants. 

Clive Hamlin 

Thorverton and District History 
Society 

EXETER ALMSHOUSES 

Geoffrey Harding of the Exeter Local History 

Society gave our illustrated talk on Exeter 

Almshouses. It was based on his research, 

collected as the basis for a book. However, after 

commencing his project he discovered that a 

neighbour, Jane Passmore, had the same idea and 
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was already at the proof stage of a compact 

history.   

 

Exeter Almshouses are, like those throughout the 

country, the result of endowments from rich 

merchants and clergy - the interest on the capital 

being used for maintenance and periodic 

rebuilding. Most of Exeter‟s are Victorian 

rebuilds of former lesser buildings. They were 

and remain intended for housing poorer people 

who worked in the city or contributed to its civic 

life. 

 

Some almshouses date back over 1000 years 

(Winchester). Locally, the first reference is to an 

11
th

 century lepers‟ hospital near Bull Meadow, 

which was later converted to Almshouses. Over 

the centuries many charitable bodies were 

founded, but today, following amalgamations, 

three main local charities remain.  

 

Ten Cells, Preston Street, were founded by 

Simon Grendon in 1406, providing basic one 

up/one down accommodation for ten poor 

widowed and decayed women, many previously 

employed in Exeter‟s then flourishing wool 

trade. Their replacement, Grendon model 

Almshouses, were built around 1880 - each of 

the three two story buildings being of substantial 

design, with common entrance porches to 4 flats, 

and a shared internal WC at the rear. 

 

Another group, St Catherine‟s Almshouses and 

chapel, were founded in 1457 by the will of 

Canon Dr John Stevens. Here the occupants of 

the meagre 6ft by 5ft rooms were required to 

attend church. German bombs destroyed the 

buildings in 1942, though we can visit the ruins 

today. They were replaced by Francis Cottages, 

which following recent refurbishments now 

boast modern kitchens and central heating.  

 

In 1436 William Wynard, one-time recorder of 

the city, built almshouses and a chapel in 

Magdalen Street, providing accommodation for a 

priest and 12 poor people. It was largely 

destroyed during our civil war and passed 

through a number of owners, being rebuilt and 

improved in 19
th

 century. In 1970 Exeter City 

Council acquired the properties and they were 

used by voluntary organisations for many years. 

In 2002 the council sold the properties for private 

housing, sadly reneging on previous assurances 

to maintain public access to the courtyard and 

chapel. A few paces higher up Magdalen Street 

only the gateway now remains of the 1487 

Palmers Almshouses. 

 

Mount Dinham Almshouses were built on land 

previously used as a fairground. William Gibbs, 

a wealthy guano merchant, purchased the land   

“to save the morals of the young”. The adjoining 

St Michaels Church was built as a chapel of ease 

in the French style with a tall open tower and 

spire, reputed to have been home to a peregrine 

falcon. 

 

Whilst almhouses are often associated with 

enforced hardship, the inhabitants of Lethbridges 

Almshouses in Parr Street were recently so 

opposed to the provision of central heating that 

the work was deferred until tenants changed.  

 

Sir Robert Denys founded Livery Dole 

Almshouses in 1591, perhaps as a penance for 

his father‟s questionable involvement in a local 

execution. The present attractive almshouses 

date from 1849, whilst the adjoining Chapel of 

St Clare still holds services.  

 

St Ann‟s Almshouses and adjoining chapel were 

on the main coaching route to Bath and beyond. 

The Almshouses continue to be administered by 

the Dean and Chapter, though the adjoining 

chapel is now Greek Orthodox. 

 

Concluding a most interesting talk, many 

members were surprised to learn that there are 

still nationally 36,000 almshouses, with 

approximately 8,000 in Devon alone, helping to 

satisfy our continuing need for social housing.  

Barrie Phillips 
 

TARTS news 
Thorverton Amblers Ramblers and Trampers 

 
On 16

th
 October 11 TARTS plus Roxy started out 

from Scorriton in gorgeous sunshine and cloudless 
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skies. Graeme was leading us on a walk to 

Huntingdon Warren, which was recommended in the 

Times in July 2009. The first 1.25 miles took us 

uphill along a track to the moor proper at Chalk Ford. 

This part of the walk involved a number of stops, not 

because it was uphill but a) Jenny‟s screams of 

delight as she found some rare creatures (probably 

covered elsewhere in Focus b) Roxy making friends 

with a black pig which escaped onto the track and c) 

the beautiful views looking back. 

We crossed the River Mardle at Chalk Ford and 

made our way up Pupers Hill, the highest point of 

our walk. We then made our way south westwards to 

Huntingdon Warren. This rabbit warren was the 

creation of Thomas Mitchelmore in 1802. The 

original warren house on the site was a substantial 2 

storey thatched building which was burnt down in 

1890. For subsequent history of the rebuilding of the 

site and more information on the warren see 

http://www.richkni.co.uk/dartmoor/hunt.htm  

Our lunch stop was near Huntingdon Cross at the 

furthest point of the walk. Graeme forgot to tell us 

that the next stretch across Hickaton Hill was 

described in the Times as hard and that compass, 

map, GPS skills were needed in poor visibility. As it 

happened it was a beautiful day and Graeme‟s 

navigations skills soon saw us across the moor and 

back down to Lud Gate. From there it was a 

delightful walk down Strole Lane, across the fields 

and through Scae Wood to Higher Combe, Combe 

and finally the waiting cars in Scorriton. 

Roxy had behaved himself this time, so much so that 

on the descent through Scae Wood when Heather 

yelled out instructions to “stay, sit” that 10 other 

TARTS obeyed! 

Future walks and events: 

Saturday 6
th
 November – walk led by Tony 

Saturday 20
th
 November – walk led by Maggie 

Saturday 11
th
 December – short Christmas walk led 

by Heather, and TARTS Christmas meal, more on 

this later in the year. 

 

All walks meet outside The Bell at 0930, and are 

suitable for dogs unless otherwise stated. Walk 

details (length, gradient, lunch information etc) will 

be displayed approximately a week before the walk 

in the Old Post Office Window and on the village 

notice board. If you would like to be included on the 

email list contact Caroline (861002) or Graeme 

(860203). 

Caroline Prince 

 

Nature Notes 
I was invited to Thorverton Pre-School at the 

Memorial Hall on 21
st
 September to show the 

children a collection of moths trapped the previous 

night. Rather than putting all the moths into 

specimen pots I took the whole trap which is 

basically a lightweight wooden box fitted with a light 

bulb that when lit is extremely bright. The children 

enjoyed taking out pieces of egg box to find moths 

hiding underneath and getting them in a pot and 

having a closer look. Some moths escaped which 

caused a bit of fun.   

 

At the Saturday market I had some bird news from 

Ann Coombes and Pauline Roberts. Ann said her 

swallows are still around, coming back to roost every 

evening at Cleaves Close. Pauline has had a nuthatch 

in her garden at Willow Cottage, Raddon and by 

coincidence that same Saturday we had one visit our 

garden just the once and it is in all probability the 

same bird. As I write swallows are still hereabouts.  

 

I‟ve had a bit more information coming from the Big 

Butterfly Count held in the summer. Butterfly 

Conservation has broken down the statistics into 

English regions and one of the results is those people 

who took part in butterfly recording in the given 

period, in the South West saw the greatest number of 

butterflies. For full details go to the Butterfly 

Conservation website. 

 

On Saturday 16th October the TARTS did a walk 

starting at Scorriton on Dartmoor. We came across a 

small colony of small copper butterflies resting in the 

sunshine on small rocks and fallen brown leaves. On 

the harsh moorland we saw at least 30 fox moth 

caterpillars and a few smaller hairy caterpillars, 

probably ruby tiger moth. We also saw buzzard and 

pair of heron.  

 

When dusk falls you may have noticed brightly 

shining Jupiter in the east-southeast. On the clear 

night of 19th October it was very close to the moon. 

You will see this happen again on 15th and 16th 

November and 13th December and during this time 

Jupiter is moving towards the west. During 

November there are two meteor showers but their 

rate is only about 10 per hour. The Taurid shower 

peaks around the new moon of 6th November and the 

Leonids in the early hours of 17th November.               

 

Have you noticed there seems to be an awful lot of 

earwigs and caddis fly around this autumn? Finally 

another snippet of information I got from the 
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children at Pre-school who have a secret spot in the 

Millennium Green for seeing slow worms and grass 

snakes, but they will have to wait until next spring to 

see them again. 

Jenny Garne 

 

Golf Society  
 

Sunday 26
th
 September 2010 

One might have thought that Ryder Cup places were 

at stake judging by the levels of performance 

throughout the field of twelve players. Some were 

clearly angling for a place on the reserve list while 

others had opted for a place in front of the telly. 

 

Winner was Ken Galvin who put together an almost 

error free round to compile 22 excellent points in 

which luck played no part. A 2.5 shot cut to his 

handicap now puts Ken in the single figure bracket 

within the society. 

 

Second place went to John Mann (21, cut 2.0), third 

to David Harlow (20, cut 1.5) and fourth to Mark 

Cummins (19, cut 1.0). Happiest man on the course 

was Phil Parle who shot a two on the par 3 third. 

 

The Donna-Y Trophy was awarded to Ken Galvin for 

an incident that started even before leaving the 

Exeter Inn. Having arrived at the golf course Ken put 

reached into both trouser pockets and pulled from 

each a set of keys. Whilst he was trying to work out 

how this could have happened (it‟s Sunday morning 

don‟t forget), more players arrived asking if anyone 

had seen David Harlow‟s keys. Oops! 

 

The opportunity was taken to acknowledge all David 

does for the society and he became the proud owner 

of a set of keys that would do everything his lost set 

had done. 

 

Sunday 10
th
 October 2010 

 

Nine players formed a competitive field for this 

event. The startling news of the day is an example of 

how golf can turn around and bite hard. The winner 

of the previous event, Ken Galvin, this time had one 

of those days when things just wouldn‟t go right and 

struggled in with the days lowest score. Not that it 

did anything to dent Ken‟s habitual philosophical 

approach. 

 

The day‟s winner was Scott Hasler who turned in a 

very steady 20 points, two ahead of his nearest rivals, 

steady eddie John Mann and unpredictable Geoff 

Bulley. Sam Turner took the honours for shortest 

drive. The Donna-Y was awarded to Phil Beasley 

whose infectious enthusiasm for the game makes 

itself known in the form of sound waves that carry to 

all parts of the course if the wind is in the right 

direction. Bless „im! 

 

Don‟t forget, there are two Sunday events each 

month. All are welcome. Details at The Exeter. 

 

G.S. Potter         

Top Ten Best Caddy Comments  
 

10. Golfer: "Think I'm going to drown myself in the 

lake."   Caddy: "I don't think you can keep your head 

down that long."  

 

9. Golfer: "I'd move heaven and earth to break 100 

on this course."  Caddy: "Try heaven, you've already 

moved most of the earth."  

 

8. Golfer: "Do you think my game is improving?"  

Caddy: "Yes sir, you miss the ball much closer now."  

 

7. Golfer: "Do you think I can get there with a 5 

iron?"  Caddy: "Eventually."  

 

6. Golfer: "You've got to be the worst caddy in the 

world."  Caddy: "I don't think so sir. That would be 

too much of a coincidence."  

 

5 . Golfer: "Please stop checking your watch all the 

time. It's too much of a distraction."  Caddy: "It's not 

a watch - it's a compass."  

 

4. Golfer: "How do you like my game?"  Caddy: 

"Very good sir, but personally, I prefer golf."  

 

3. Golfer: "Do you think it's a sin to play on 

Sunday?"  Caddy: "The way you play, sir, it's a sin 

on any day."  

 

2. Golfer: "This is the worst course I've ever played 

on."  Caddy: "This isn't the golf course. We left that 

an hour ago."  

 

1. Golfer: "That can't be my ball, it's too old."  

Caddy: "It's been a long time since we teed off, sir."  

Garden Club News  
  
As the November edition of Speke Up is going to 

press early this month the write-up for our talk on 

18
th
 October on Travels in America will follow in the 

December edition.  After that we have our final talk 

of the year on the 15
th
 November which will be on 

roses. 
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On the 27
th
 November we will be holding our annual 

Christmas Dinner in the Village Hall at Upton Pyne.  

This is always a very enjoyable occasion and is open 

to friends of the Garden Club.  The committee will 

be meeting next week to decide on the menu but 

having used the same caterers for several years we 

can always guarantee that the meal will be superb. 

 

On the 24
th
 January 2011 we shall be holding our 

AGM to elect the committee and decide on the talks 

for next year.  New members are always welcome 

and anyone interested can ring me for more details 

on 861 205. 

 

Ros Rowlerson 

 

 

a

r

 

Thorverton PTFA  

 
Shopping and Pamper Night 

This year‟s shopping and pamper evening was 

another huge success! There were lots of interesting 

items for sale, and some great treatments on offer. 

Many thanks to everyone who attended, I am unsure 

of final figures yet, but I estimate we made in the 

region of £300. It maybe that this event has outgrown 

the school and next year have to be held in the 

Memorial Hall, as we had to turn some stall holders 

away due to lack of space (in advance of the night, 

obviously!) So expect even more next year. 

Bag 2 School 

I have just returned from the Memorial Hall car park, 

which was brimming with bags for our „bag 2 

school‟ collection. This is one of our main yearly 

fundraisers, and it generates an excellent return for 

little effort. Many thanks to everyone for your  

 

 

 

support, and to the Memorial Hall Committee for 

allowing us to use the car park. 

Due to people asking for extra collections, we have 

booked another collection for June 2011. So please 

save your textiles for us, and remember that as there 

is no outlay, 100% of what we achieve is pure profit 

for our school. We produced 1 tonne today, which 

will gain us approximately £400! If we are able to do 

this twice yearly, it will go along way towards paying 

for the school laptop lease of £1000 per year, which 

benefits all of the children in the school! 

Christmas shopping trip 

There are still some tickets available for the 

Christmas Shopping trip to Cribb‟s Causeway on Sat 

6
th
 November, please call Lisa on 860609 to get your 

advance tickets at a reduced cost (£10/£8 in advance, 

£12/£10 on the day) Over 65‟s and under 16‟s 

qualify for the lower fare. We leave the Bury, 

Thorverton at 9am, and Cribb‟s at 4.30pm, soft 

drinks and snacks will be available for the journey.

Thorverton School  
 

Spiritual/Sensory Garden  

We have been very fortunate in school to have had a 

team of volunteers from Alcoa, ably assisted by 

Julian Hooper from Hoopers Gardening Services, to 

create a Spiritual/Sensory Garden at the school. The 

garden will be a very special place for our children as 

it matures. As well as creating the garden the team 

also weeded the whole of the playground and Class 

1's garden. They also helped to clear the stock 

cupboard so we now have a storage area for all of the 

PTFA's resources. There was an incredible amount of 

work carried out in a short space of time with such 

willingness and good humour. Here are some of the 

things the children said about the garden:-  

 

 It‟s lovely to have a garden you can feel, smell 

and taste  

 I like that it has a cross  

 Thank you so much for building our sensory 

garden, I love all the plants in it, they‟re really 

interesting to feel, smell and eventually to eat. 

Thank you for your time and hard work.  

 One word – awesome!  

 I like smelling the lovely herbs and I love the 

wind chime, it makes such a lovely sound.  

 I love the feel of the plants  

 Thank you so much for the sensory garden. I 

love the bells, it‟s so peaceful.  

 The garden is really peaceful, it makes me feel 

sleepy in a good way.  
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ICT Open Day 

We invited parents into school to see how ICT 

contributes to their children‟s learning and to hear 

more about how to keep our children safe when they 

are online. Abby provided delicious tea and cakes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Walking Bus 

Our Walking Bus will soon be one year old so we are 

having a birthday party. Some of you will remember 

the wonderful caterpillar that made its way up 

through the village a year ago, they children will now 

dress up as butterflies to celebrate the birthday of the 

Walking Bus. If you are interested in supporting the 

Walking Bus by enjoying a walk to school with our 

wonderful children just let us know, training will be 

given. Please get in touch on 01392 860374 if you 

would like some more information.  

 

Newton St Cyres Tennis Club 
 

Summer League Teams 
This summer we entered six league teams, a greater 

number than ever before.  Forty club members 

represented the club across all the teams, including 

four players who came through our junior 

programme.  

 

Both our Ladies‟ A and B teams won their division 

title and are promoted to divisions 3 and 4 

respectively.  Our Men‟s A team came second in 

division 4, securing a promotion to division 3.  Our 

Men‟s B and C teams came third and eighth 

respectively in division 7, and our Mixed Team came 

a respectable 4
th
 in division 5. 

 

Summer Closed Club Tournament 
On a very warm day in July the finals were played 

out, supported by a large number of club members.  

 

Men‟s Singles: Ali Simmons beat Tom Misselbrook 

(6–1, 6–2) 

Ladies‟ Singles: Jana Garnsworthy beat Jacky Searle 

(6–1, 6–0) 

Mixed Doubles: Jana Garnsworthy & John Sincock 

beat Jacky Searle & Tim Packer (6–3, 4–6, 6–3) 

Men‟s Doubles: Chris Bury & Ali Simmons beat 

Luke Baldwin & Cam Richards (6–1, 6–3) 
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Ladies‟ Doubles: Jana Garnsworthy & Claire Luxton 

beat Frederiek Maddock & Jacky Searle (6–1, 7–5) 

The Dudley Errington Memorial Cup for the most 

improved player was awarded to Luke Baldwin 

[Congratulations to Luke who lives in Thorverton of 

course – Ed]. 

 

Juniors 
As well as providing Junior coaching all year round 

we made our courts available to Newton St Cyres 

Primary School for half of the summer term, and we 

held a week-long junior coaching event early in the 

summer holidays. 

 

Winter Schedule 
We have five teams competing in the winter leagues.  

Junior and adult coaching sessions are running, in 

addition to our weekly club sessions. 

 

For coaching information please contact Justin 

Kraushar on 07802 751793.  For membership 

information please contact Laura Leigh on 01647 

24259. 

 

 

Thorverton Cricket Club 
 

What a successful year it was for the club this summer, celebrating its 150
th
 year.  League tables for Division C are 

reproduced below: 

 
  Clu

b/T

eam 

Mc

h 

W L W-

D 

L-D T A C Mc

h    

  

Bat 

     

Bo

wl   

   

Pen

      

Tot

al    

  

 
1 Tho

rve

rto

n 

1st 

XI 

18 9 1 5 2 0 1 0 140 

     

73   

   

67   

   

0      280 

     

 
2 Dart

ingt

on 

& 

Tot

nes 

1st 

XI 

18 10 4 2 2 0 0 0 116 

     

71   

   

73   

   

-

3      

257 

     

 
3 Hat

herl

eigh 

1st 

XI 

18 9 2 3 1 0 1 2 128 

     

65   

   

61   

   

0      254 

     

 
4 Clys

t 

Hyd

on 

1st 

XI 

18 8 5 3 1 0 1 0 106 

     

69   

   

72   

   

-

1      

246 

     

 
5 Ivy

brid

ge 

1st 

XI 

18 7 7 0 1 0 1 2 88   

   

46   

   

62   

   

0      196 
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6 Sto

ke 

Gab

riel 

1st 

XI 

18 6 7 1 1 0 1 2 86   

   

55   

   

48   

   

0      189 

     

 
7 Kin

gsbr

idge 

1st 

XI 

18 4 8 3 0 0 2 1 76   

   

52   

   

61   

   

-

2      

187 

     

 
8 Seat

on 

1st 

XI 

18 3 5 2 6 0 1 1 66   

   

58   

   

63   

   

-

1      

186 

     

 
9 Ply

mou

th 

Civi

l 

Ser

vice 

1st 

XI 

18 3 8 0 4 0 0 3 54   

   

44   

   

55   

   

0      153 

     

 
10 Brid

esto

we 

1st 

XI 

18 1 13 0 1 0 2 1 30   

   

30   

   

43   

   

-

12   

   

91   

   

 

 

A Fury scored 605 runs at an average of 37.81 and G Greed 438 runs at an average of 36.5, while N Barton took 43 

wickets at an average of 13.67 runs each. 

 
  Clu

b/T

eam 

Mc

h 

W L W-

D 

L-D T A C Mc

h    

  

Bat 

     

Bo

wl   

   

Pen

      

Tot

al    

  

 
1 Sto

ke 

Gab

riel 

2nd 

XI 

18 12 1 0 0 2 2 1 158 

     

59   

   

59   

   

0      276 

     

 
2 Kin

gsbr

idge 

2nd 

XI 

18 9 3 3 0 0 2 1 126 

     

78   

   

69   

   

0      273 

     

 
3 Ippl

epe

n 

2nd 

XI 

18 9 3 5 0 0 1 0 126 

     

79   

   

65   

   

0      270 
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4 Tho

rve

rto

n 

2nd 

XI 

18 6 5 4 3 0 0 0 90   

   

67   

   

74   

   

0      231 

     

 
5 Otte

ry 

St 

Mar

y 

2nd 

XI 

18 8 8 0 0 1 1 0 91   

   

72   

   

66   

   

0      229 

     

 
6 Cor

nwo

od 

3rd 

XI 

18 5 8 1 2 0 2 0 72   

   

57   

   

55   

   

0      184 

     

 
7 Ivy

brid

ge 

2nd 

XI 

18 4 6 0 4 1 2 1 81   

   

43   

   

43   

   

0      167 

     

 
8 Bar

nsta

ple 

& 

Pilt

on 

2nd 

XI 

18 5 9 0 3 0 0 1 62   

   

59   

   

50   

   

-

10   

   

161 

     

 
9 Cou

ntes

s 

We

ar 

2nd 

XI 

18 5 10 2 1 0 0 0 64   

   

51   

   

52   

   

-

10   

   

157 

     

 
10 Upl

yme 

& 

Ly

me 

Reg

is 

2nd 

XI 

18 2 12 0 2 0 0 2 34   

   

38   

   

40   

   

0      112 

     

 

 

 A Tait scored 446 runs at an average of 34.31 and M Millward 552 runs at 30.71, while J Spry topped the 

averages for the division with 58 wickets at 12.12 runs apiece (including one return of 7 for 16), and S Manning 

took 19 wickets at an average of 24.21 
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Thorverton Football Club 
 
First Team Results and Fixtures (until end-Dec) for the 2010/11 Season (Devon and Exeter League Premier 

Division): 

 
04 Sep 15:00 Home SEATON TOWN Win 3-2 

11 Sep 15:00 Home ST MARTINS Loss 1-2 

18 Sep 15:00 Away TOPSHAM TOWN Loss 0-2 

25 Sep 15:00 Home BEER ALBION Win 3-1 

02 Oct 15:00 Away SIDMOUTH TOWN Loss 1-3 

30 Oct 15:00 Away HATHERLEIGH TOWN   

06 Nov 14:15 Away ST MARTINS   

13 Nov 14:15 Away BUDLEIGH SALTERTON   

20 Nov 14:15 Home HEAVITREE SOCIAL UNITED   

27 Nov 14:15 Away EXMOUTH AMATEURS   

04 Dec 14:15 Home ALPHINGTON   

11 Dec 14:15 Away UNIVERSITY   

18 Dec 14:15 Home NEWTOWN   

 

Second Team Results and Fixtures (until end-Dec) for the 2010/11 Season (Devon and Exeter League Division 5): 

 
04 
Sep 

15:0
0 

Awa
y 

SEA
TON 
TO
WN 
2nd 

Loss 0-1 

 

 
18 
Sep 

15:0
0 

Hom
e 

SID
BUR
Y 
UNI
TED 
2nd 

Win 2-1 

 

 
25 
Sep 

15:0
0 

Awa
y 

TED
BUR
N 
ST 
MA
RY 

Win 3-2 

 

 
02 
Oct 

15:0
0 

Hom
e 

ST 
MA
RTI
NS 
2nd 

Dra
w 

3-3 

 

 
09 
Oct 

15:0
0 

Awa
y 

KEN
TIS
BEA
RE 

Loss 0-1 

 

 
23 
Oct 

15:0
0 

Awa
y 

ST 
MA
RTI
NS 
2nd 

  

 

 
30 
Oct 

15:0
0 

Hom
e 

NE
WT
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OW
N 
3rd 

 

 
06 
Nov 

14:1
5 

Hom
e 

TED
BUR
N 
ST 
MA
RY 

  

 

 
13 
Nov 

14:1
5 

Hom
e 

LAP
FOR
D 

  

 

 
20 
Nov 

14:1
5 

Awa
y 

LAP
FOR
D 

  

 

 
04 
Dec 

14:1
5 

Awa
y 

COL
ATO
N 
RAL
EIG
H 

  

 

 
18 
Dec 

14:1
5 

Awa
y 

NE
WT
ON 
ST 
CYR
ES 

  

 

 

      

 
 

     

 

Do support your local team that has had such success over the past few years. 

 

Veteran Car Gathering  
Photos taken outside the Thorverton Arms in 

October. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 Photos by Jane Lane 

No Man’s Chapel 
   

Can anyone tell us more about this chapel? 
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Poetry 
 

Feathered Friends 

 
I glanced out of my window 

The scene was wintry grey; 

But in the garden was a sight 

Which brightened up the day. 

  

Among the long dead roses, 

There hopped a wren so small, 

With quick decisive movements 

And perfection to enthrall. 

  

High on the barren buddleia 

Perched a thrush with speckled throat, 

Pouring forth its joyfulness, 

In note by silver note. 

  

A chaffinch and pied wagtail 

Were searching on the ground, 

Vying with each other 

For the crumbs that lay around. 

  

Hung on the winter jasmine 

Were blue tits in exploration, 

Replacing withered blossoms 

With enchanting decoration. 

  

Poised among the firethorn 

Was a robin in red vest, 

Enthroned by rubied berries 

And looking at its best. 

  

Watching these our feathered friends 

From them I learnt two things: 

"Be glad for every day that dawns 

And accept that which it brings." 

  

Doreen Beer  

The Smile 

 In memoriam, Eric Harris. 

Yes, I remember the platform - 

The train with the two blue airmen 

Talking, wrapped in a cloud of steam 

- one I knew as Eric, his sister Mai 

looked after me, a small, insignificant 

tousled boy - only to Eric Harris I was not insignificant. 

Mai kept a distance, giving the men their own space and 

time - 

It turned out that he had little left. 

Eric glanced at me, smiling, whether to his mate, or me 

Or to his sister I never knew. 

I think it was a private smile, registering 

Us. It may have been his last smile - 

He seemed to know what he was fighting for. 

Mai told me later he had been shot down 

In his silver reconnaissance plane over France.  

His grave is unmarked - 

Only the smile survives.    

Andrew Hoellering 

 

Air 

I am impartial:  

all their lungs I fill,  

though I bear breezes  

blighted by chimneys. 

 

Fastidious men  

may sample my tang  

at country windows  

after the cock crows, 

 

but invisible,  

lethal dust I spill,  

flung round my winds for  

fifty years or more. 

 

Those that put it there  

care not what I bear,  

their children will fall:  

I am impartial. 

                    

Christopher Cousins 

 

 

Apologies to Christopher that I failed to print this 

last month.  We have one more to come in his series 

of poems on the elements - Ed. 
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Twenty-Five Years Ago 
 

Focus November 1985 
 

The Legion In Thorverton 

Like most national organisations, the Legion is faced 

with the effects of our rapidly changing society. In 

addition to these cultural changes, we have the 

thought provoking situation that at the end of the 

century, just fifteen years ahead, every surviving 

member of the Forces in the last war will be over the 

age of 70. 

In order to find some answer to the problem of 

providing young and active members for our long 

term future, Headquarters have produced a 

discussion paper; the main suggestion of which is the 

creation of a new category of member to be called 

„Family member‟. Those eligible for this would be 

the sons and daughters of those who are, or would 

have been, eligible for ordinary member-ship. It 

seems to me the weakness of this is that eventually 

there will virtually be a total lack of Service 

experience within the membership, with all that that 

entails. 

I wonder whether we should actively consider using 

our organisational structure for a gradual change to a 

new body standing for the same aims and ideals of 

the Legion embodied in “Service not Self”. The Exe 

Group Autumn Conference, which our Branch hosted 

in October last, considered the paper, which will be 

continued at the County Conference. Our A.G.M. 

takes place on the 15
th
 November next at the Exeter 

Inn Skittle Alley, when members will have the 

opportunity to comment and put forward their ideas 

on the matter, I am sure you will all be glad to learn 

that the previous contributor to this column, Martin 

Summers, is happily settled-in in the Isle of Wight, 

and that he is getting Mary to work hard in the 

process of re-settlement!.Walter Hill 

 

Thorverton W.I. 

In the absence of the President, Mrs. G. Langabeer, 

on holiday, Mrs. Maguire was in the chair at the 

October meeting. Arrangements were made for 

attending the Group Social to be held at Cheriton 

Fitzpaine. The speaker for the evening, Mrs. 

Westlake, gave an inspiring talk on photography, 

which was thoroughly enjoyed by all. 

The Committee provided a ploughman‟s supper, 

which is becoming a tradition at the October 

meeting. The Coffee Mornings held on the fourth 

Saturday in the month are still proving to be very 

happy get-togethers. 

The winner of the raffle was Mrs. J. Sanders, and the 

Competition , a Devon Landscape, was won by Mrs. 

Banks, who also won the flower of the month award. 

Nancy Maguire.  

 

Thorverton Wives‟ Group 

Our first meeting for this year was held on October 

10
th
 at Ferndale, by kind permission of Mrs. 

Langdon. Each member brought something for 

supper and a very enjoyable evening was had by all; 

thank you for the use of your kitchen ,Phyllis. 

On October 24
th
 we met at 31 The Glebe, when Sgt. 

Shelton gave a talk on Drugs. 

M. Maynard. 

 

 

 

 

 

James Kingdon – salmon fisherman  

 

 

Photo by Jane Lane 

 

I should point out that this photo and the previous 

article are not related - Ed 

.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For Sale: 

 

Antique small Thorverton longcase (grandfather) clock, by James Commings of 

Thorverton, C1825. Also names Robert Henly.  

 

Very pretty painted dial, 30 hour in Oak case only 6'2" tall.  

 



Focus on Thorverton  Vol. 41 No. 10- November 2010 

 

30 

Price £1250.00.  

 

Chris Cluff   07802 385746 for more information   
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Thorverton Parish Information 
 

AIR AMBULANCE EMERGENCY - QUOTE NATIONAL GRID REFERENCE 

RECREATION GROUND - Sheet 192 SS 923019   MEMORIAL HALL FIELD - Sheet 192 SS 926019 

 

Bus services              See inside back cover 

Carers' Support Group Anne Higman, Wyndham House Surgery, Silverton. 860034. 
     Meetings - 3rd Wednesday of month, Wyndham House, 2.30-4.30 p.m. 

Church (C of E)   The Revd. Douglas Dettmer, The Rectory, Thorverton.  860332 

     The Revd. Sue Sheppard, Associate Minister, Autumn Haze, Rewe, 01392 841284 
     The Revd Hilary Dawson, Assistant Curate, The Vicarage, Stoke Canon, 01392 841928 
     Mrs Margaret Lowe, Administration Manager, 07594 714590 margaret.admin@netherexe.org 

 Church Wardens Peter Colebrook, Ockero, Thorverton.  861019.  
     Edwin Greed, Fortescue, Netherexe.  841231. 

 Consort   Mary Thomas, 1 The Glebe, Thorverton.  860730. 

 P.C.C. Treasurer  Jean Brown, Rydal Cottage, Bullen Street. 861176. 

 Friends of Thorverton Parish Church Trust   Emmie Aird, Kirkfoard, The Berry, Thorverton. 

Church (Baptist)  The Revd. Maurice Harrison, 01884 258599. 
    Secretary Phyllis Langdon,  860932.  

Services, notice board or Focus. 

County Councillor  Cllr. Mr. M. Lee.  01363 772671. 

District Councillor  Cllr. Mr. R. M. Deed.  01392 861258. 

Doctors     Dr  Jon Wride & Lynne Anderson / Drs Stead, O'Brien & Ziegler 

Electricity (Western Power) Report a loss of power: 0800 365 900   Bill Enquiries: 0800 365 000 
      Street lights 0870 556 1851  

Friends of Thorverton & Silverton Surgeries    Christine Walker,  881501 

Gas Emergency   0800 111999 

Leonard Trust   Chairman: R Hughes. Secretary: Mrs. E Hughes, 3 Dinham Mews, Exeter EX4 4EF 

Library (Exeter Mobile)      Alternate Thursdays, 11.45am to 12.05pm in the Quarry Car Park 

Newspaper Reporter (Express & Echo)   Jane Ristic, 53 Silver Street, Thorverton.  860054 

Parish Council Chairman Cllr. Stuart Crang,  

Parish Clerk    Mrs Jane Lane, Stable House, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton.  861062. 

Parish Council Meetings 2nd Tuesday of month, at The Memorial Hall, 7.30 pm. 

Parish Allotments  Contact the Parish Clerk - 861062 

Parish Council Notice Board Situated in School Lane, opposite the Thorverton Arms. 

       IMPORTANT!- PLANNING APPLICATION NOTICES ARE DISPLAYED HERE. 

Pension Service  PO Box 93,  Plymouth  PL6 5WJ.      0845 60 60 265 

Police    Central Switchboard 24 Hours:  0845 2777444.  

Post Office Portacabin (TCT Ltd)  Quarry Car Park, Thorverton  EX5 5NG  860455 
     Mon. to Fri :  9 am.-1.00 pm.,    2 pm.- 5.30 pm.  
     Sat: 9 am.-12 noon      Sun:  9 am - 10.30 am for newspaper sales only 
     Business Manager:     Jill Blewett, Faircop, Jericho St, Thorverton 
     Chair and Company Secretary: Heather Kershaw, 25 The Glebe, 860419 

Public Telephone Kiosk Opposite the Church, outside the Bell Inn, Dinneford  St. 

School (C of E Primary)  Head Teacher: Mrs Tania Beard   860374. 

School Governors  Chair: Clive Hamblin Clerk: Jane Ristic, 53 Silver St.  860054 

School P.T.F.A.   Chair: Lisa Browning, 860609   Secretary: Hannah James, 861075 
     Treasurer: Damon Gill, 860176  

South West Water  24 Hour Emergency: 0800 169 1144.           Helpline: 0800 169 1133. 

Thorverton Millennium Chair: Dame Margaret Turner-Warwick, Pynes House,  

  Green Trust Silver Street  861173     Secretary: Shirley Hoole. 

Tiverton Volunteer Centre 28, Gold Street, Tiverton EX16 6PY. Judy Seymour, 01884 255734. 
 



Focus on Thorverton  Vol. 41 No. 10- November 2010 

 

32 

Thorverton Organisations 
 

Amateur Dramatic Society     Chair: Simon Ette, 861349 
  Secretary: Tori Elston, 881969 
  Meetings - Last Wednesday of each month at the W.I. Hut. 

Art Group  Barrie Phillips, Crossmead, School Lane, Thorverton. 860529  
  Meet Fridays during term-time at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 am-12.00. 

Arts Exchange Louise Page, Campion Cottage, Jerico St, 860509. 
  Monthly meetings in members' homes at 8.0 pm. (see Diary) 

Association Football Club  Chairman: Andy Harris, 01392 851664 
  Secretary: David Gregory, 2 The Orchard, Brampford Speke, 841803. 

Bridge Circle Graeme Culshaw, 3 The Glebe, Thorverton 860203.  
  Meets 1st/3rd/5th Thursdays at the W.I. Hut from 7.00 p.m.. 

Brownies' Leader Hannah James, 0789 403 7133. 

  Meet Fridays during term-time at the W.I. Hut, 5.30-7.00 pm. 

Church Flower Club Meetings as advertised. 

Cricket Club Chair: Charles Kislingbury, Arley House, 19 Church St, Silverton.  860270 
     Secretary: M C Denford, 14 Moorlands, Tiverton EX16 6UF 01884 255076 
  Fixture Sec: J Meredith, 190 Mincinglake Rd, Exeter EX4 7DS 01392 272504 

Focus Magazine Chair: Beryl Grace, Moss Bank, Thorverton 
  Editor: Neville Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062. 
  Secretary: Jane Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062. 
  Treasurer:  Barbara Uglow, Sunnydale, Dinneford Street, Thorverton. 860614. 

Friends of Silverton & Thorverton Surgeries 

  Coffee Mornings in the Lamb Inn, Silverton 
  Held at 10-12 md on the LAST THURSDAY of every month except December.  

Golf Society Players of Thorverton Care of Exeter Inn, 01392 860206 

History Society Chair: Bill Stamper, Dunelm, Raddon, Thorverton. 860214 
  Programme Secretary: Beryl Coe, 5 The Glebe, Thorverton 860876. 

Ladies Group Meet 2nd Thursday of month,  (Venue and time - see Focus Notices). 

Memorial Hall Committee  Chair/Key holder/Bookings:Mr Mike Shelton. Fir Tree House,  
     Bullen Street. 861027. 

Memorial Hall Market      2nd Saturday of the month, at the Memorial Hall, 9.30   - 11.00 am. 

Thorverton Pre-School   Contact: Sarah Mitchell (chair): 860450. 
  Mon 9.15am-11.45am, & 12.45pm-3.15pm  &  Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm, 
  Tues/Weds 9.15am-11.45am  &  Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm,  
  Thurs 9.15-11.45am; 12.45pm- 3.15pm & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm. during term-time, at Memorial Hall. 
Thorverton Ambling, Rambling and Tramping Society (TARTS) 
  Contacts : Caroline Prince 07749 775304 or Graeme Culshaw 860203 
  See notices of walks in Old Post Office Window Bullen Street. 

Toddler Group Contact : Hannah Calder 860808 
  Wednesdays, during term-time, at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 a.m.-11.30.  

Rainbows  Contact Jean Pearn  860105, Penny Fice  861136,  
  Term-time, Tuesdays  4-5 pm at the W.I. Hut. 

Royal British Legion Chairman / Hon. sec:  Bill Stamper,  Dunelm,  Raddon, Thorverton. 860214 
  Hon. Treasurer: Emmie Aird. 

Women's Institute Secretary: Susan  Maguire    01392 860631 
  Bookings:  Susan Maguire    01392 860631. 
  W.I. Meeting. 1st Tuesday of the month at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
  Whist, 3rd Tuesday of the month, at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 

W.I. Market & Coffee   4th Saturday of the month at the W.I. Hut. 10.00 am. to 11.00 am. 
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Doctors' Surgeries 
 

THE EXE VALLEY PRACTICE 
 

Dr JON WRIDE and Dr LYNNE ANDERSON 
 

 The Surgery, The Berry,   The Surgery, 3 Coach Road,  

 THORVERTON EX5 5NT  SILVERTON EX5 4JL 
 Tel: 01392 860273 (24 hours)  Tel: 01392 860176 (in surgery hours) 
 Fax: 01392 860654  Fax: 01392 861598 

www.exevalleypractice.co.uk 

Surgery Hours 
 

Mon. 3.00 -  5.15     Mon.     9.00  - 11.45  
Tue. 2.45 - 5.15             Tue.      9.00  - 11.45  
Wed. 9.00 - 11.00  Wed.     3:30 -   5:45   
Thu. 3.00  -   5.45               Thu.      9.00  -  11.30  
Fri. 3.00 - 5.45         Fri.        9.00 - 11.30 
 

There are no surgeries on Saturday and Sunday, but a doctor will be on call for emergencies only  

on 01392 860273. 

The Dispensaries are OPEN at the following times 

 
Mon.   8.30  - 1.00  &  2.00  - 6.00                Mon.      8.45  - 12.30 
Tue.    8.30  - 1.00  &  2.00  - 6.00                Tue.      8.45  - 12.30 
Wed.   8.30  - 1.00  &  2.00  - 5.00            Wed.  3.00  -   6.00 
Thu.    8.30  - 1.00  &  2.00  - 6.00                             Thu.                    8.45  - 1.00 
Fri.      8.30  - 1.00  &  2.00  - 6.00                              Fri.                     8.45 - 12.30 
 

REPEAT PRESCRIPTIONS  (Monday - Friday)   Please note that 48 hours notice is required for ALL 
repeat prescriptions.  Repeat Prescription line:    01392 861622 
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Waste Collection Dates for 2010 
 

a) Recycling and brown bins   b) General refuse 

 

Generally on Mondays unless stated 

 

November 8 and 22     November 1, 15 and 29 

December 6 and 20     December 13 and 29 (Wed) 

 

 

 

 

 

Bus services 
Turner's Tours / Carmel Coaches (bus 678)  Mon-Fri. 10.09 from The Berry and the Baptist Chapel.  

Return 13.35 from Exeter bus station, Stand 5. 

 

Stagecoach (service 55B) Mon-Sat (except Bank Holidays)  

To Tiverton:  07.55, 10.10, 12.10, 14.10, 16.12, 17.24 (except Saturdays), 18.12 from The Berry and Broadlands.  

Return from Tiverton bus station: 07.35 (07.40 on Saturdays), 08.45, 10.45, 12.45, 14.45, 15.55 (except 

Saturdays), 16.45, 17.45. 

 

To Exeter:  08.00 (08.05 on Saturdays), 09.10, 11.10, 13.10, 15.10, 16.20 (except Saturdays), 17.10, 18.10 from 

The Berry and Broadlands.  

Return from Exeter bus station: 07.30, 09.45, 11.45, 13.45, 15.45, 17.00, 17.45  

 

Stagecoach 55 service runs every half-hour in each direction along the Exeter-Tiverton road, stopping at the 

Thorverton turn (the Ruffwell).  Please consult Stagecoach 55 Group timetable for details of this service. 

 

Stagecoach free service to Somerfield's, Broadclyst, from Broadlands on Tuesdays 14.00. 

 

Stagecoach offers a variety of concessions for regular commuters, shoppers, children, students and jobseekers as 

well as one-day unlimited-use Explorer tickets. Further details from Stagecoach: 01392 427711 or 01803 664500 

or www.stagecoachbus.com or www.devon.gov.uk/devonbus. 

 

Devonbus Timetable Information: call Traveline  0871 200 2233 Timetables available at the Post Office 
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Diary 2010/11 
Please notify FOCUS Editor of additions or changes. 

(Email: focusonthorverton@yahoo.co.uk or phone Neville Lane on 861062) 

 

NOVEMBER 

Wed 3
rd

  TCT Ltd AGM, WI hut, 7.45 pm 

Sat 6
th  

PTFA Shopping trip to Crib's Causeway, The Bury, 9.00 am. 

  TARTS Walk, meet outside The Bell, 9.30am 

Thurs11
th
         Ladies Group at Moss Bank, School Lane, at 7-30pm. 

Sat 13
th
  Saturday Market, Memorial Hall, 9.30-11.00 am 

Thurs 18
th
  Arts Exchange, Vehicles, Okero, 8.00 pm 

Fri 26
th
  Thorverton and District History Society, 50 Thorverton Postcards, WI Hut, 7.30 pm 

Sat 27
th
  WI Christmas Market 10.00-11.30am at the WI Hut 

  Holly Ball, Memorial Hall, 8pm 

  Garden Club Christmas Dinner, Upton Pyne Village Hall 

 

 

DECEMBER 

Thurs 2
nd

  TADS Pantomime at the Memorial Hall 

Fri 3
rd

  TADS Pantomime at the Memorial Hall 

Sat 4
th
   Thorverton and Silverton surgeries‟ coffee morning WI Hut 10am-12noon 

Sat 4
th
  TADS Pantomime at the Memorial Hall 

Tues 7
th
       Thorverton Show Christmas Bingo, Memorial Hall 7.30pm 

Thurs 9
th
  Arts Exchange, Cold, Campion Cottage, 8.30 p.m. start 

Fri 10
th
  Thorverton School Christmas Fayre, Thorverton School, 3.00 p.m. 

Sat 11
th
            Saturday Market, Memorial Hall 9.30-11.00am 

Sat 18
th
           WI Market  and coffee morning at the WI hut 10.00-11am 

Sun 19
th 

Carol Service Thorverton Parish Church 5pm 

Tues 21
st
 Thorverton Show Christmas Bingo, Memorial Hall 7.30pm 

 

 

2011 

 

JANUARY  

Mon 10
th
  Allotment Holders‟ meeting, Exeter Inn, 7.30pm 

Thurs 20
th
  Arts Exchange, Awakenings, Garden Cottage, 8.00 pm 

 

MAY  

10-14
th
 May   Church Week and 41

st
 East Devon Arts Festival, Thorverton Parish Church 

 

JUNE 

Sat 11
th
 and Sun 12

th
 Thorverton Country Show 

 

 

 


