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At the present time Focus is produced each month except one (August) and is assembled by volunteers on the last 

working day of the month. 

 

The Editor welcomes interesting news items, reports etc. for publication. Items for inclusion in Focus should be 

accompanied by the name of the originator, which may be withheld from print if requested.  

 

Important note for contributors 

Items for publication, adverts, changes to adverts, Diary entries, changes to Thorverton Information lists should be 

sent to the Editor, preferably as plain text in an email, or as an OpenOffice odt file or a Word doc file or a pdf file 

email attachment (to focusonthorverton@yahoo.co.uk) by the 20
th
 of the month prior to publication please. 

Computer file formats: We prefer plain text files: .ODT files, .DOC files, .RTF files and .WPS files because our 

production team have software that can read such files. BMP and JPEG files are preferred for advertisements and 

pictures.  

Photographs: colour photographs, without too much dark shadow, can be printed in black/white shades (enlarged 

or reduced) to a reasonably fair standard.  

 

Poster Type Advertisements: maximum size is half an A4 page. 

 

Text for advertisements should be prepared as near as possible to how it is intended to appear. 

Pictures must be supplied as required on the advertisement. 

 

COMMERCIAL ADVERTISEMENTS 

 

The following advertising charges apply: 

 

 Maximum dimensions COST per ENTRY FULL YEAR (11 entries) 

Half page 18.2 cm x 12.2 cm £5.00   £50.00 

Quarter page 8.5 cm x 12.2 cm £2.50   £25.00 

One-eighth page 8.5 cm x 5.8 cm  £1.50   £15.00 

 

LOCAL ORGANISATION and CHARITIES ADVERTISEMENTS 

  COST per ENTRY 

Half page   £3.00 

Quarter or one-eighth page   free of charge 

(It may be possible to reduce A4 size adverts to 1/4 or 1/8 page depending on the size of text.) 

 

Front cover: TADS Pantomime - Cinderella 

 

The opinions and views expressed by contributors within the magazine are not necessarily those of Focus 

producers and the Focus Committee. 
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Editorial  

 

 

If my editorial sounds more than usually weary [hard 

to tell the difference, cry our readers in unison] then 

I put it down to having effectively produced Focus 

twice this month.  I had spent a really productive 

evening last Saturday putting content together.  

When I went to add a couple of final items the next 

evening though, I found to my horror that the 

document would not open.  Modern technology is 

indeed a wonderful thing, allowing us to do so much 

more so quickly, but at times it can cause immense 

frustration.  So, here I am effectively retyping my 

editorial having just reassembled all of the other 

content.  This is the one month when perhaps I am 

less effusive than usual in my thanks to those of you 

who contributed what amounted to so much material! 

 

Have you noticed anything different about Focus 

over the past couple of months?  Probably not.  I was 

wondering whether anyone had noticed the different 

coloured covers that we have been using.  Who says 

that we aren‘t adventurous?  Do let me know whether 

you prefer different colours each month (actually we 

only have a range of four), but like them or not, you 

will have to put up with them for a few months 

anyway while we work through our stocks. 

 

We are starting to see plenty of events advertised in 

the Notices area this month that have a Christmas 

feel about them.  I hope that you will have noticed 

the pantomime – I did stick the poster on the front 

cover – which TADS are producing.  It is actually at 

the start of December, but given that it is so early in 

December and tickets could well have sold out by the 

time that we print for December, I thought that I 

should advertise it prominently here.  I hope that 

TADS will get the support that their efforts deserve. 

 

I have taken a chance and put a good few pictures in 

this month.  This is always something of a gamble 

because sometimes they come out clearly and other 

times not.  The quality of pictures on the website 

(Thorverton.net) is excellent of course, so do look at 

that for any back copies.  We now have back copies 

for almost 5 years. 

 

Time to print this out before my computer decides 

that it has had enough and comes up with another 

―fatal error‖.  Happy reading. 

 

 

Neville Lane, Editor 
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Letters 
From Martin Pitts 

 

Douglas Harry Martin Pitts         1915-2011 

 

A Thanksgiving Service was held at the Baptist 

Chapel on Sat. 8th Oct, 2011 to remember and to 

give thanks to God for the life of my father, Douglas 

Pitts.   The service in the Chapel, which was full, 

was led by Rev. Maurice Harrison and there were 

tributes made by members of the family. 

 

Dad's life spanned nearly a century. He was born on 

a farm near Cheriton Bishop in the early years of 

World War 1. He had many memories of his 

childhood. One such was of three German POWs 

who lodged in his grandmother‘s farmhouse, 

working in the family's fields. Life was much more 

simple in those far off days. He used to tell how 

before he was five and due to start school, he would 

choose in the afternoons to walk the mile or so to 

school so he could walk home with his brother. 

 

The mode of transport seemed always to be walking, 

On Sundays it was walking to Chapel, weekdays 

walking to school.  When Dad left school at fourteen, 

it was walking behind Captain and Tom his father's 

second team of cart horses.  One story I remember 

him telling was how when he was ten years old his 

parents agreed that he should go and stay with his 

uncle and auntie who lived on the edge of Paignton 

.On leaving the train at Paignton, he went out into the 

street and asked a man to give him directions to the 

address he had on a piece of paper. The man said ‗I'll 

take you there and carry your bag for a shilling'. 

Young Douglas handed over a shilling.   Not the way 

children go on holiday today! 

 

Dad, whilst quite young committed his life to Jesus 

Christ and was soon helping in the Chapel, teaching 

in the Sunday School and speaking at meetings in 

surrounding chapels. 

 

At the age of 22, he married Mum and they took over 

the tenancy   of Mounson Farm, Cheriton Bishop.  

Older farmers tried to warn him of the risk he was 

taking; the depression years had destroyed many 

people's confidence in making a living in farming. 

Youthful energy and his natural optimism helped him 

succeed. Of course the coming war and its demand 

for food helped. Mum was always at his side, 

milking, cream- and butter-making, and harvesting as 

well as bringing up four children. 

 

Throughout the following years, Dad farmed at 

Huxham, Templeton, and of course Upcott, 

Thorverton.   During this time he was very active 

preaching at gospel services in various chapels in 

Mid Devon and the Tiverton district. 

 

In the years following the end of the war, Dad 

worked with others in tent evangelism in the villages 

around this area. In the field by the Memorial Hall, 

Evangelist Gypsy Ezekiel Smith held gospel 

meetings. Immediately following this, children's 

meetings were started in the W.I. Hut. These were to 

continue for more than 20 years. For a long time the 

meetings were popularly known as the 'Gypsy Smith'. 

 

His early retirement due to ill health brought about 

many changes. Also, my mother passed away in 

1980, followed sometime later by my brother Arnold.  

These were times of much sadness. Dad was to 

remarry and he enjoyed many years with Rachel in 

quiet retirement. 

 

His last years were with us at Fursdon Lodge.  He 

still loved to read the scriptures which were always 

by his side. He loved to sit outside when the weather 

was warm enough, enjoying the countryside around 

him, occasionally chatting to the passers-by who 

came along the lane. 

 

He leaves behind his wife Rachel, 3 children, 12 

grandchildren and 21 great grandchildren. 

 

O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy 

victory? 

 

But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory 

through Jesus 

 

Christ our Lord.  

      1 Cor. 15 vs 55 & 57 

 

 

 

 

From Mary Thomas of The Glebe 

 

To:- All you generous people who donated food for 

last May's Church Week. 

 

There are still quite a few containers, plates etc. not 

collected from church. They are in the top alcove on 

the flower shelves. If you have any difficulty finding 

your dish please contact me - Mary Thomas 01392 

860730.    Thank you, Mary 
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From Michael and Tina Ayre of Ratcliffe Farm 

 

Michael and Tina Ayre are so pleased to say they 

now have a second grandchild, another son for Guy 

and Lin. 

 

 

From Derek Heath, once of Thorverton but now 

living just outside Crediton 

 

I am sorry to report that Michael Battishill died on 7
th
 

October.  Michael was born in Thorverton in 1932 

and lived in the village until his family emigrated to 

Australia in 1949.  Readers of Focus may recall the 

short series of articles that Michael put in Focus in 

2006 about his childhood in Thorverton.   

 

 

From Doreen Beer of Bullen Close 

 

Through Focus I would like to express my thanks to 

all those thoughtful gardeners and allotment holders 

who have shared their produce with me: beans, 

beetroot, raspberries etc.  As I no longer have an 

allotment, these gifts have been much appreciated. 

 

Thanks are also due to those who take the trouble to 

place their surplus apples outside, for those of us 

who have no fruit trees. 

 

I would also like to thank John Mortimore for the 

many years which he given his time to cutting our 

village green, a focal point much admired by visitors 

and residents alike. 

 

It would be a nice gesture if someone younger would 

now volunteer to take over this task [if interested 

please see Notice Board – Ed]. 

 

 

From Andrew Hoellering 

 

I intend to enter for a triathlon sometime after my 

80
th
 birthday, which (hopefully) will fall on 

December 24, 2012.  Training has already started. 

Pippa, my long-suffering but enormously tolerant 

wife, thinks I‘m bonkers, but our doctor son, Adam, 

is for the idea, and other friends and family have 

voiced enthusiastic support. I want to reassure 

sceptics that I have already made my will.   

 

All proceeds from sponsorship will go to the charity, 

Children with Leukemia.  More details nearer the 

time. 

 

 

From Claire Cousins, Cubberley House, The Berry. 

  

Recently a senior citizen in the village had an 

anonymous, unpleasant and unnecessary note put 

through her letterbox.  It caused distress to her and 

anger to her friends.  

 

Anonymous letters are not the currency of a caring 

community. The least the writer can do now is to 

declare himself or herself and apologize. 

 
Thorverton Baptist Church – with new sign: 

 
 
 

The Editor‘s house not for sale – resplendent with 

new grit bin: 

 
 

Action at the Rec (this would have been of a goal 

being scored if I had been a bit quicker! - Ed)  
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Thorverton Parish Council  

 

Report of the October meeting of the Parish 

Council 
 

   
 
 

 

Housing Matters 

There was nothing further to report under this heading at present. 

 

Planning Matters 
A.To note: Planning Decisions received to date of meeting:-. 

No decisions had been received. 

B.To consider:  Planning Applications received to date of meeting:- 

 

(i) Ref 11/01449/FULL. Installation of solar photovoltaic panels to barn roof.  Raddon Court. 

(ii) Ref 11/01461/FULL. Installation of solar photovoltaic panels to existing outbuilding roof.  Ratcliffe Farm. 

 

Highways 

C/Cllr Michael Lee confirmed that an order had been placed for three more grit bins in the village, as agreed at an 

earlier meeting. (Residents may have noticed that these have now been placed at the entrance to the Glebe, towards 

the top of Jericho Street and opposite the sheep dip in Dinneford Street.) Consideration is being given to the 

possibility of further bins in more outlying areas. 

Council also agreed that a Snow Warden should be appointed in anticipation of harsh weather and Cllr Graham 

Sims volunteered to take on this position. 

 

Jubilee Green 

The Council agreed that a letter of thanks should be sent to Mr John Mortimore, who had decided to retire from 

cutting the grass at the green after many years service.  If any residents would be willing to take on this task, 

possibly on a rota basis if sufficient volunteers come forward, please let the clerk or any Councillor know. 

 

Parish Maintenance 

The Clerk had been informed that the weed growth in the Quarry Car Park would be cut back in November. 

Councillors decided to form a working party in the near future to clear overgrowth from the brook near Jubilee 

Green. 

 

Street Lighting 

Residents might wish to know that leaflets explaining DCC‘s plans to introduce part-night lighting in the near 

future  are available at the portakabin. 

 

The next meeting of the Parish Council will take place in the Memorial Hall on Tuesday, 8
th
 November 2011. 

An agenda is displayed on the parish Notice Board prior to meetings and Minutes are displayed there once they 

have been approved by Councillors. 

 

 

Jane Lane, Parish Clerk 
 

Telephone: 01392 861062, email:Thorvertonclerk@aol.com 
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Notice Board  

Thorverton Parish Council 

 

JUBILEE GREEN GRASS CUTTING 

 
Volunteers are needed to cut the grass at the 

green from next spring, following the 

―retirement‖ of Mr John Mortimore. 

 

Jubilee Green is an attractive area at the heart of 

the village, which is much admired by locals, 

holidaymakers and passing tourists alike. 

 

If you could spare a few hours to help keep the 

green looking smart, please let the Clerk or a 

Parish Councillor know. 

 

If sufficient numbers of volunteers come 

forward, the job can be tackled on a rota basis.  

The Council provides a small petrol mower, 

which is housed locally. 

 
Jane Lane, Parish Clerk (tel. 01392 861062) 

 
THORVERTON CO-OPERATIVE TRUST LTD 

 

AGM 

  

WEDNESDAY NOVEMBER 16
TH

 

 

at 7.30PM 

 

THORVERTON WI HUT 

  

This is your chance to ask questions about and 

make suggestions regarding our TCT shop and 

Post Office. The Council/Committee for the 

coming year will be elected and accounts 

presented. Please contact the Secretary if you 

would like to be considered for membership of 

the Council, wish to see the minutes of last year's 

AGM in advance, to give apologies for absence 

or if you would like to become a TCT member. 

  

It's always encouraging to have a good 

attendance so please try to be there. We aim to 

make it a shortish meeting! 

 

 Heather Kershaw    01392 860419 

 

 

Thorverton Church Consort Practices 
 
Thursdays at 7.45 p.m. to 9 p.m. in church: 
November 3rd, 10th, 24th (Christmas I) 
December 1st (Christmas II), 8th (Christmas III), 15th 
(Christmas IV) 
  

Thorverton Church Junior Consort 

Practices 
Mondays from 3.30 to 4.30 p.m. in school (except on 
December 12th) 
November 7th, 21st 
December 5th, 12th (in church) 
 
For more information please contact Mary Thomas, 
01392 860730               

                                                                                                             

Sylv & Anne‘s 

 

CHATTER CAFÉ 

 

Tea/coffee ;  Home-made cakes 

WI Premises  2-30pm to 4-30pm 

All welcome. 

Every Monday excluding Bank Holidays 

THIS MONTH WILL BE 

 THE LAST FOR THIS YEAR 

 

Thank you for your support 

and friendly banter. 
  

 
 

Thorverton Arts Exchange 
 

At Arts Exchange meetings we share our 

enthusiasms for writing, music, painting, film, craft 

etc. with one another. 

 

Usually there is a theme to our choices, but 

occasionally an individual member will take 

responsibility for a whole evening. 

 

The meetings take place in members' homes on 

Thursdays at 8.00 pm. The next meetings are: 

 

November 17
th
    Bouquets, Cubberley House 

December 7
th
 (Wed)   Celebration, Campion Cottage 

 

New members are always welcome. For further 

information contact Louise Page or Rob Purvis, 

Campion Cottage 860509. 
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The ninth Crediton Christmas Tree Festival will 

take place at Crediton Parish Church from Thursday 

1
st
 December until Sunday 4

th
 December.  The 

festival will be open from 11am – 6pm (Thur & Fri), 

10.30am – 7pm (Sat) and 2 – 5pm (Sun).  On the 

Saturday evening there will be a concert at 7.30pm 

for which will be a small admission charge. Over 60 

decked and illuminated trees, ranging in height from 

6 to 20 feet will fill the church.  All the trees will 

have been decorated by local charities, children‘s 

groups, individuals, organisations and local schools.   

The display down the length of the church is 

especially spectacular as the natural light begins to 

fade from mid afternoon onwards.  Both admission 

and parking are free and refreshments will be 

available in the nearby Boniface Centre.  This event 

is suitable for all ages. The funds raised at this year‘s 

event will go towards the relighting project at the 

church. 

CALLING ALL SINGERS 

  

CHRISTMAS IS COMING! 

 

Thorverton Church Carol Service 

  

Sunday, December 18
th

 at 5 p.m. 

  

Would you like to join the church choir for the 

Christmas Carol Service? 

  

There will be 4 practices in church on:- 

Thursdays, November 24
th

, December 1
st
, 

8
th

 and 15
th

 from 7.45 p.m. to 9 p.m. 

  

Please come to them all if you possibly can – a 

warm welcome awaits you, enthusiasm is the 

only requirement – there will be no auditions. 

  

We will be learning some new carols and, of 

course, the old favourites will be included. For 

more information please contact me on 01392 

860730 or mary@onetheglebe.eclipse.co.uk 

  

It would be helpful if you let me know if you are 

coming then we know how many carol books to 

get out. We always have a good sing and I am 

sure thisyear we will keep up our village church 

tradition of a full house, lusty singing and a 

meaningful contribution to our Christmas 

celebrations. 

Mary Thomas 

 
   

FOR THE YOUNGER SINGERS 

  

Thorverton Church Carol Service 

  

Sunday, December 18
th

 at 5 p.m. 

  

Younger people (years 2 to 8) are invited to join 

the Junior Consort for the Carol Service. 

Practices will be held in school on  

Mondays November 21
st
 and December  5

th
, and 

in church on December 12
th

  

from 3.30 to 4.30 p.m. 

  

Years 7 and 8 can join us when they arrive back  

from school at around 4 p.m. or they can join the 

Senior Choir if they prefer. 

  

If you are unable to make the practices then I am  

happy to arrange another time to fit you in. We 

look forward to a good sing, our traditional 

candlelit procession and a lovely service.  The 

Junior Consort contribution is always a delight 

and warmly received. 

Everyone is welcome – why not give it a go! 

Details from me – Mary Thomas – 01392 

860730 or mary@onetheglebe.eclipse.co.uk 

 

 
 

mailto:mary@onetheglebe.eclipse.co.uk
mailto:mary@onetheglebe.eclipse.co.uk


Focus on Thorverton  Vol. 42 No.10 – November 2011 

 

7 

THORVERTON 

COUNTRY SHOW 

 

CHRISTMAS 
BINGO 

 

6th & 20th December 

 

Thorverton Memorial Hall 
 

Eyes Down 7.30pm 
 

Lots of seasonal prizes 
 

Hot Dogs, Burgers & Chips for sale 
 

Children must be accompanied by an adult 
 

Ring 860827 for more details 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TAG  
Thorverton Art Group 

 

FRIDAYS FROM 9:30 

THORVERTON MEMORIAL HALL 

 

NEW MEMBERS WELCOME 
 

 

John Spivey will be giving a talk titled 'Polar 

Bears and Penguins' to the Dolphin Group on 

Thursday, 17th November at 10.30am in The 

Thorverton Arms. 

 

 

A Guiding unit will be starting in Thorverton after Christmas. Guiding is for girls who are 

after some fun and adventure and aged between 10 and 14 years. 

If you think you would be interested in joining us on Wednesdays from 7 – 9pm please 

call Lisa on 01392 860609. Spaces are limited. 

 
Tabletop Sale  

 

 At the WI Hut 

 

On Saturday November 5th     from 10am to 11-15am 

 

Tables £5      Tea, coffee, bacon baps, raffle 

To book a table contact Sylv on 860183 
Charity No. 229868 

Dolphin Games Group

You are invited to join
The Dolphin Games Group

at 

‘The Thorverton Arms’

For pool, darts, dominos and 
other games

Meeting on alternate Tuesdays 
starting on Tuesday 24th May 

From 10.30am – 12 noon

All welcome

Cost – The price of a coffee

.
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Thorverton Parish Church 
 
 

 

 

     

 

 

Sunday, 27 November ~ 10am 

   
 

 

   
   

   

   
DDDrrriiinnnkkksss   &&&   bbbiiissscccuuuiiitttsss   aaafffttteeerrr   ssseeerrrvvviiiccceee      

   
 

 

FOR THORVERTON AND SILVERTON SURGERIES 

 

SATURDAY 3rd DECEMBER 

 
At the W. I. HUT THORVERTON from 10.00AM – 12.00PM 

 
CAKES & PRESERVES, RAFFLE,TOMBOLA, PLANTS, BRING & 
BUY, BOOKS, COFFEE 
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Opera Speke 
 

Christmas Party:  Tuesday November 15th at 7pm 

 
Yes, a Christmas Party! You‘ll probably think we‘re mad, but we are going to have our Christmas Party mid-

November. Actually, it makes sense. In December everyone‘s running around doing shopping or fleeing into the 

distance, so November better fits everybody‘s calendar. 

 

Now, I don‘t want to appear to be blowing my own trumpet, but Opera Speke is quietly getting a name all over the 

county for the wonderful food that appears at our regular evenings. This time we shall have a feast! The evening 

will start with champagne and Christmas cake. After watching a short opera, we shall wine and dine and talk and 

laugh. Can‘t wait! 

 

The one hour opera is one of my favourites, Henry Purcell‘s Dido and Aeneas. It has everything really, sadness, 

happiness, a love affair, Kings and Queens, and some wonderful witches to boo at! 

 

If you‘d like to come to this celebration of Christmas, Opera, and a good night out, just give me a ring.  

 

Jane Barnard-Smith, 01392 841770 

  

The Exe Valley Film Society 

 
 

proudly presents our next screening: 
 

CENTRAL STATION (15) 
(Portugese with subtitles) 

 
Director: Walter Salles and Starring: Fernanda Montenegro, Vinicius de Oliveira 

                    
Made in 1998, this film is about Dora, an old woman who writes letters for visitors to Rio’s Central 
Station. She dislikes her work and her clients but when one of them, the mother of a 9 year old boy dies, 
Dora helps him to find his father and the odd pair set off on a journey of discovery in more ways than 
one. A beautifully crafted film. 

 
THURSDAY 24

th
 November, 7.30 for 8.0pm, Brampford Speke Village Hall 

 
All welcome – members £1, non-members £5. Bring a bottle, a snack if you wish and enjoy the friendly, 
relaxed, candle-lit atmosphere & free popcorn!  
Enquiries 01392 840072 

 

Clarinet Group 

 

 
 

Meets every Thursday morning – new members welcome 

 

Contact Peter Mason 860727 
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Thorverton Parish Church 

CAROL SINGING AROUND THE VILLAGE 
 

Wednesday, 21st December  – 7.00p.m. 
 

Do come and join us - and for mince pies and punch afterwards 

 

Meet in The Berry  

 

Collection in aid of Help The Aged 
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The Friends of Wyndham House Surgery 

invite you to their 

Annual General Meeting 

at 

The Lamb Inn, Silverton 

on 

Tuesday 29
th

 November at 12.30pm 

Followed by a Buffet lunch 

 
This is an opportunity for the Friends to thank all those who contribute so much to the services we 

support: the ‗Bertie‘ delivery service, Link Up, Walk & Talk, Five & Alive, Over 70‘s Health checks, 

Community Outreach Co-ordination. 

 

The event will also include a talk by Wyndham House GP Dr Anthony O‘Brien entitled ―Just what kind 

of a NHS are we in?‖ in which he will try and explain how the Government have ended up where they are 

in their Health Service reforms + attempt to predict where they might go from here! 

 

Please come along and join us 
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Parish Church Services and News 
 

November 2011 SERVICES & INFORMATION 

The Netherexe Parishes - A Mission Community in the Diocese of Exeter  

 

6 November 2011 Trinity 20  

 

08:00 am Holy Communion   [BCP] Newton St Cyres    DD 

10:00 am Service With A Smile   ☺ Brampford Speke           Lay-Led & DD 

 Followed by Baptism   DD 

10:00 am Holy Communion [C] Thorverton                    Alan Simmonds 

11:15 am Service of The Word    Rewe  Lay-Led  

11:15 am  Holy Communion   [C] Upton Pyne   JD 

05:00 pm Service of The Word   Newton St Cyres  DD 

06:30 pm Evening Prayer  [BCP] Cadbury  JD  

 

13 November  2011 Trinity 21 & Remembrance Sunday   

 

08:00 am Holy Communion    [BCP] Thorverton   DD 

10:00 am Holy Communion   [C] Stoke Canon    JD 

10:00 am Service of Remembrance   Thorverton  DD 

   Joint with Cadbury & Baptist Church  

10:50 am Service of Remembrance   Brampford Speke    Lay-Led   

10:50 am Service of Remembrance     Newton St Cyres           Alan Simmonds  

10:50 am Service of Remembrance    Poltimore    Lay-Led  

10:50 am Service of Remembrance   Upton Pyne  Lay-Led  

11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Rewe JD 

06:30 pm Evening Prayer  [BCP] Huxham   JD  

 

20 November 2011 Sunday Before Advent  

 

09:00 am Holy Communion   [C] Brampford Speke  DD 

10:00 am Holy Communion    [C] Cadbury   JD & DD 

10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Poltimore    HW  

03:30 pm Sunday Hymns          Preceded by Tea  Upton Pyne  Lay-Led  

05:00 pm Holy Communion  [C] Stoke Canon   DD 

 

27 November 2011 Advent 1 

 

09:00 am Holy Communion   [C] Huxham    DD 

10:00 am Service of The Word     Cadbury   Lay-Led    

10:00 am Holy Communion   [C] Newton St Cyres     JD 

10:00 am Service of The Word   Stoke Canon  Lay-Led  

10:00 am Family Service & Christingle ☺  Thorverton  Lay-Led  

11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Rewe DD 

06:30 pm Evening Prayer    [BCP] Poltimore   JD  

 

4 December 2011 Advent 2 

 

10:00 am Service With A Smile  ☺ Brampford Speke             Lay-Led & DD 

10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Thorverton      SS 

11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Upton Pyne  JD & DD 

04:00 pm Christingle ☺ Poltimore  Lay-Led   

06:30 pm Evening Prayer & Carols  [BCP] Stoke Canon    DD  

 “West Gallery Choir” 
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Services in the Netherexe Parishes 

 

Your parish churches aim to provide a variety of service types to meet the needs of the whole community.  Most 

Sunday services except those early in the morning include hymns and music. Everyone is welcome at all services 

 

Service With A Smile  These Family Services are designed for all ages 

Brampford Speke & Stoke Canon   and with the needs of young children especially in 

And Family Service Thorverton &  mind.  They are informal and contemporary in 

Newton St Cyres   style, often including a children‘s activity at the 

  beginning; without communion.  Services usually last 

  about 35 minutes and are followed by refreshments 

 

Young People’s Group [YPG] Young people‘s group meeting during the 10 am 

  Service at Thorverton on the first Sunday of the month 

  in school term time 

Holy Communion  [C] Traditional service in contemporary language [one hour] 

Holy Communion  [T] Traditional service in traditional language [one hour] 

Holy Communion  [BCP] Traditional service in traditional language [one hour] 

Service of The Word  [SW]  Morning or Evening Service [without communion] in 

  contemporary language, often Lay-Led 

Morning Prayer  [BCP] Traditional Morning Service [Mattins] from the Book of 

  Common Prayer [about an hour] 

Evening Prayer [BCP] Traditional Evening Service from the Book of Common 

Choral Evensong [BCP] Prayer [about an hour] 

 

DAILY SERVICES – Usual pattern 

 

Monday 09:00 am Morning Prayer at Stoke Canon Chapel 

Tuesday 09:00 am Morning Prayer at Thorverton  

Tuesday 06:00 pm Evening Prayer at Rewe 

Wednesday 09:00 am Morning Prayer at Thorverton  

Thursday 09:00 am Morning Prayer at Thorverton  

Thursday 05:00 pm Evening Prayer at Newton St Cyres  

Friday 09:00 am Morning Prayer at Thorverton  

Saturday  09:00 am Morning Prayer at Thorverton  

 

 

Variations:  Tue 1
st
, Wed 2

nd
, Thurs 3

rd
, Tues 22

nd
, Tues 29

th
 and Wed 30

th
 Nov    No Morning Prayer Thorverton 

Mon 7
th
 and Mon 14

th
 Nov No Morning Prayer at Stoke Canon Chapel 

 Wed 23
rd

 Nov  Holy Communion at Thorverton [09:30] 

 

 

Who’s Who …..? Abbreviations Key 

 

DD The Revd  Douglas Dettmer  Rector   01392 860332 

SS The Revd  Preb Sue Sheppard  Associate Minister 01392 841284 

JD The Revd  Julia Dallen   Assistant Curate 01392 861145  

 

 

Family Services of the Word marked ☺ are led by Lay Teams. For more information about the Netherexe Parishes 

please see www.netherexe.org or contact: 

 

Mrs Margaret Lowe [Administrator]  Tel: 07594 714590 - Tuesday & Thursday [08:30 – 16:30] 

Email: margaret.admin@netherexe.org   

Correspondence:  The Netherexe Parishes, PO Box 734, Stoke Canon, Exeter, EX5 4WP. 

 

http://www.netherexe.org/
mailto:margaret.admin@netherexe.org
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Would you like a lift to church?  May we offer you a lift to the parish church or to a joint service 

elsewhere?  

For transport to Sunday services  from locations in Thorverton parish, please ring Steve Rendell on 

[01392] 860780.   

To arrange a lift to the weekday Holy Communion at Thorverton please ring Margaret Turner -Warwick 

on [01392] 861173 

 

For transport from locations in Newton St Cyres parish please contact Mrs Charlotte Dyer on [01392] 851618 

For transport from Rewe please contact Guy Sheppard on 01392 841284 

 

 

Parish Letter 
 

BAPTISM & CONFIRMATION 

 
Baptism and confirmation go together.  When a child 

is baptized in a Church of England service, his or her 

parents and godparents promise that they will draw 

the child by their example into the community of 

faith, walk with the child in the way of Christ, and 

help the child to take his or her place in the life of 

Christ‘s church.  The hope and prayer behind these 

promises is that the child‘s baptism will mark the 

beginning of a journey of grace in which he or she 

will grow in faith, hope and love over a lifetime. 

 

If baptism/christening is birth into the family of the 

church, Holy Communion is something like sharing a 

meal at the family table.  In the Church of England 

tradition people have been welcomed for baptism at 

any age from infancy onward, and it has long been 

the custom to make Confirmation the point of entry 

to Holy Communion.  That is to ensure that before 

receiving the sacrament of bread and wine, baptized 

people have a chance to reflect on what they are 

setting out to do and at this key stage on their 

Christian journey to be surrounded by the prayers of 

the gathered church, led by its Bishop who prays that 

God will strengthen with the Holy Spirit the young 

person or adult being confirmed.  It is spiritually a 

significant moment and often very powerful for the 

person receiving this gift. 

 

Bishop Bob, the Bishop of Crediton, will be coming 

to the Netherexe Parishes on 22 April 2012 to lead 

our worship and to minister confirmation.  This will 

be a special occasion for many reasons, not least 

because it will be Bishop Bob‘s last confirmation 

service in our parishes before his retirement later 

next year. 

 

Adults and young people of 11 and over (or who are 

in Year 6 at school this year even if they will be a 

little under 11 next April) are invited to explore the 

possibility of receiving confirmation on that day.  

For young people at school, there will be a series of 

sessions on Sunday afternoons starting in January to 

prepare for confirmation; all are welcome— parents 

of Year 6 children at our three church schools will 

receive information about this later in the year, and if 

your child is not a pupil at one of the church schools 

in the parishes and would like to join the group 

please let me know sometime during this term. 

 

It is entirely usual now for people to be confirmed as 

adults, and if you are thinking about this for yourself 

please have a word with me or with one of the other 

priests in the Netherexe Parishes, Sue Sheppard and 

Julia Dallen.  There are two options for preparation.  

1.  The Emmaus course—an informal enquirers‘ 

group for anyone who would like to think more 

deeply about Christian faith and learn with others, 

whether planning to be confirmed or not (or indeed 

already confirmed) - on Monday evenings in the 

autumn and winter, starting in November so please 

let us know very soon if you would like to join this.  

2.  A ‗short course‘ for adults who have regularly 

attended one of the all-age services in our parishes 

for some time and have not had yet an opportunity to 

be confirmed; this will take place after Service with a 

Smile at Brampford Speke on the first Sundays of the 

next few months.  Again, please let me know if this 

is relevant to you. 

 

I look forward to sharing in the confirmation service 

next 22 April. 

 

With my best wishes. 

 

Douglas Dettmer 

Rector of the Netherexe Parishes 
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Baptist Church 
 

O Lord, you have searched me 

And have known me. 

Where can I go from your Spirit? 

Where can I flee from your presence? 

If I flew away beyond the east 

Or lived in the farthest place in the West, 

You would be there to lead me. 

You would be there to help me. 

Some verses from Psalm 139. 

 

We can keep up a front with other people, it‘s a way 

to protect ourselves when we feel insecure. 

 

Unfortunately, our defences also stop us from 

receiving their love. 

 

But we cannot hide from God, He knows us 

completely and is aware that our defences are 

stopping us from having the life we were created for. 

God knows us more profoundly than we know 

ourselves- and he‘s declared that we are worth 

loving. Therefore let Him break down those defences 

so that others can know and love us as well. 

 

Our Heavenly Father knows us even more intimately 

than those closest to us.  When we try to run and hide 

from God‘s presence, He is always there-not as an 

intruder or an accusing presence, but as a loving 

companion. 

 

He is a friend who holds us even when we are afraid 

to look Him in the eye.  His love knows no hiding 

place. There is nothing to run from if we belong to 

Him. 

 

So often He will not speak a word when we try to 

escape Him. He just waits, acknowledging our 

choices and loving us just the same.  He is there if 

we want to talk to Him.  He knows our hearts, and 

wants to be with us even in the moments of 

aloneness. God is our silent companion. We must 

trust Him completely. 

 

The Baptist Church welcomes all to join with us at 

our Sunday Services at 11-00am, or at our prayer-

time in our Schoolroom on Wednesdays at 10-00am, 

followed by coffee. 

 

We shall be joining with our friends at the Parish 

Church for the Remembrance Service on November 

13
th
. 

Phyllis Langdon      

 Church Secretary 

 

 

Thorverton PTFA News 
 

a)  Pamper & Christmas Shopping Evening: 

 10th November 7 - 9pm at the School Hall 

 

Please come along and enjoy a drink or two and a 

relaxing evening of Christmas shopping and pamper 

treatments. Lots of stalls packed with great gift ideas 

including Xmas crafts, Usbourne books, duty free 

items, jewellery, Avon products, bags and hats, 

ponchos, Phoenix cards, jams & jellies, Pampered 

Chef kitchen products and more. A range of fantastic 

pamper treatments available including mini 

makeovers and facials, foot and lower leg massage, 

eyebrow waxing and nail foil wraps. ALL 

WELCOME. 

 

b)  Bag2school: Collection 13
th

 December 

 

Everybody is welcome to get involved in this 

excellent opportunity to have a good clear out AND 

help us raise money for the school. We take items in 

any type of bag and the more we collect the more 

money we raise. Please give good quality clean 

clothes, bedding, curtains, soft toys, belts, handbags 

and shoes (please tie shoes together). Bags need to 

be brought to school by 9am on the 13th December 

for the lorry to collect. 

 

c) Cake Stall @ the Saturday Market 

 

The cake stall continues to run every month and is 

vital in providing a regular and much needed income 

over the year. Many thanks to those of you who bake 

cakes and/or buy cakes - your support is very much 

appreciated. Cake donations are always very 

welcome and can be brought to school on the Friday. 

Thank you to Carol Pearn for all her hard work with 

managing the stall every month. 

 

d)  Christmas Fete: 16th December 

 

Our annual Christmas Fete to be held in the School 

Hall with lots of festive fun to be had. All warmly 

welcome. More details in the December Focus. 

 

Finally, we would like to thank you for your 

continued support, and we look forward to seeing 

you at our events. 

 

Katie Vanstone, on behalf of Thorverton PTFA 
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Thorverton Brownies and Rainbows 
On Saturday 17

th
 September, Thorverton Brownies and Rainbows descended upon Crealy Adventure Park for a fun 

packed day out, despite looking like rain, we managed to complete the day with only a few drops whilst eating our 

picnic, and while queuing for the aqua blasters! The girls all behaved immaculately and were a complete credit to 

their parents; we (the leaders) have even said we‘ll take them on another trip! Here is what the Brownies thought; 

When we went to Crealy we enjoyed everything, but our key-points were the Vortex, we got really wet! We also 

liked Maximus rollercoaster and got blown away by the speed. The other things were stroking the ponies and 

feeding the goats in the pet‘s corner, but we also enjoyed everything else!   By the Rabbits 

 

First we went on the Vortex, most of us got soaking wet. Next we went on Maximus, it was really fun. After that 

we went on the outdoor playing equipment. It was a huge park and a massive green death slide. Then we went on 

the rollercoaster for the 2
nd

 time, and the bumper boats, it was fun but very wet. We all went on the carousel. We 

had a lovely day, we really enjoyed it and would love to go again.  By the Foxes 

 

At Crealy we enjoyed going on the Vortex and the rollercoaster. We didn‘t like the merry go round it was boring! 

We enjoyed everything else and our lunch.     By the Hedgehogs 

 

Our favourite rides were Vortex and the rollercoaster, we also enjoyed the merry go round, bridges, animals and 

indoor area. We saw reindeers, guinea pigs, bunnies, ponies, goats, chickens, cows and pigs. We got to groom the 

ponies they were very smooth when we had finished with them. The bridges were difficult for some of us but we 

all enjoyed our trip.        By the Moles 

 

After waiting for all of us to arrive, we made our way in. The first thing we did was the waterslide, it was nerve-

wrecking because we didn‘t know how wet we‘d get! Me and Katherine went down the spiral one. Then we went 

on the Maximus train, it was really fun and all of us loved it! We went on the Victorian carousel before lunch, it 

was very pretty! After lunch we went over the bridges, some of the bridges were quite hard for some of the little 

Rainbows though. We then went on the water boats, the cubs were squirting us while we were waiting in line! The 

last thing we did was going into the Adventure zone. We started chasing the cubs, it was really fun but tiring! We 

then got picked up by our parents. Overall our Brownies trip to Crealy was amazing and I think all of us got very 

tired out.         By Oriana Luffman (Butterfly) 
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TADS News 
 
Pantomime Update: 

  

Tickets are now available for this year‘s dazzling 

village pantomime 'Cinderella'.  After last year‘s sell 

out run of 'Beauty and The Beast' we would 

recommend you get your tickets early to avoid 

disappointment!  See details on the front cover of 

Focus. 

  

Tickets are available from Beryl Grace - 01392 

860489   - other information is printed on our posters 

which I‘m sure you will see around the village and 

surrounding areas! 

  

T.A.D.S are really grateful for the village‘s 

continued support of the society and really hope to 

see you all at our most spectacular production to 

date! 

Chris Jones 

 

Ladies Group  
The meeting on Thursday 10

th
 November, will be by 

kind invitation of Beryl at Moss Bank, School Lane 

at 7-30pm. The speaker still has to be finalised at 

time of going to press. 

 

The December meeting on December 8
th
 will be at 

Southbrook by the Green by kind invitation of Claire. 

Elspeth will again be demonstrating something in the 

Christmas Decorations, but more details in Focus 

next month. 

Phyllis Langdon 
 
Local Postman Retires 
Many Thorverton residents will, I‘m sure, be sorry to 

hear that Alan Finnimore, our long-serving and very 

conscientious postman, is to retire in mid-December 

after almost 50 years‘ service with Royal Mail. He 

started working for Royal Mail back in 1962 when he 

was just 15 years of age.  His first job was as a 

telegram boy, covering (firstly by bicycle and later 

by motorbike) a large area, including rural parts 

outside the city.  He became a postman when he was 

18, walking his delivery rounds at first, which were 

mostly on the Exeter trading estates, and progressing 

to a post van when he was in his 30s. Alan tells me 

that he has particularly enjoyed working on the rural 

routes –as we would expect!  I‘m sure everyone 

would like to join with me and Pebbles in wishing 

Alan a long and happy retirement. 

 

Jane Lane 

 

 
 

Thorverton Country Show 
  

Christmas Bingo 
 

The Christmas Bingos are on Tuesday 6
th
 and 20

th
 

December, eyes down at 7.30pm prompt at the 

Memorial. There will be plenty of festive prizes on 

offer for one, two and three lines, for the flyers and 

for the various draws.  

 

There will be Hot Dogs, Burgers and Chips on sale 

in addition to a cup of tea so you can come early and 

get something to eat before the Bingo starts or during 

the interval – or both!  

 

Children are welcome as long as they are 

accompanied by an adult. 

 

This is a fund raiser to for the 2012 Country Show.  

 

Jean White 
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Twenty-Five Years Ago 
From Focus of September 1986 

 

Britain in Bloom 

Most of you will now know from hearsay, the 

newspapers and seeing the notice in the Post Office 

window that we have once again been awarded an 

Abbiss Certificate of Exceptional Merit along with, 

amongst others, Bridgewater, Frome, Totnes and 

Taunton. It was a fine day for the judge‘s visit and 

with all the last minute snipping, trimming, weeding 

and mowing that went on before his arrival the 

village could hardly have looked more attractive. It 

was unfortunate that his schedule allowed him only 

one hour in the village, but having ―walked the 

course‖ the previous day, timing each leg, I was able 

to make sure that no area, however tucked away, was 

missed when we walked smartly round the village 

together on July 16
th
. 

 

Thank you all for making Thorverton look so 

attractive, not just for the judge but for ourselves and 

our visitors over the whole summer.  And a special 

thank you to the Parish Clerk, Athos Angus, whose 

tact and perseverance resulted in the Council cutting 

the grass and verges for which they were responsible, 

just before the judging. 

 

John Morrish‘s light hearted look at ―Britain in 

Bloom‖ in last month‘s Focus struck just the right 

note. The expressions on the faces of his cartoon 

characters say more than mere words ever could. 

 

Mrs. Muriel Preace, the Hon. Secretary of the 

Beautiful Britain in Bloom Advisory Panel(West) 

has kindly consented to present us with our 

certificate on the occasion of the Garden Club 

meeting on Monday at 7-30pm. in the W.I. Hut. She 

will say a few words about Britain in Bloom and give 

advice for the future at the start of the meeting, 

which will be followed by the Garden Club‘s 

advertised talk on Fuschias. 

Angela Clutterbuck.  

 

Garden Club 
 
Very sadly I missed the talk given on the 17

th
 

October by Dr Gavin Haig which was on Butterflies 

and Hedgerows.   I have heard that not only was the 

talk itself very well presented and interesting but the 

pictures were beautiful and accompanied by tapes of 

birdsong.   I think that Dr Haig has already been 

invited to give a second talk for us so I will make 

sure that I do not miss it. 

 

On 26
th
 November we will be having our annual 

Christmas Dinner in the Village Hall at Upton Pyne.  

It is always open to friends of the Garden Club and 

will start at 7pm for 7.30pm. There will be a 

welcoming glass of sherry then members will bring 

their own wine to go with the meal.  The meal will 

be followed by a quiz so if anyone is interested in 

coming please do give me a ring as it is always a 

very enjoyable evening. 

 

Our next meeting will then be our AGM on Monday 

16
th
 January at 7.30pm.  Claire Lancaster has 

unfortunately decided to stand down as Chairman 

because of family commitments so we will be 

looking for someone to fill this vacancy. 

 

We were very pleased to welcome two new members 

during October who have just moved to Thorverton 

but if anyone else is interested please do give me a 

ring on 861205. 

Ros Rowlerson 

I Don’t Believe it 
 

I don‘t often advocate more rules and regulations but 

I‘m frequently annoyed by temporary traffic lights 

remaining in place overnight and over weekends 

when the work has been completed. Visitors leaving 

a seaside town with tired children recently had their 

homeward journey needlessly extended by over an 

hour. The Chamber of Trade, anxious the experience 

might dissuade those visitors from returning to the 

town, contacted the Council only to be told Health 

and Safety Regulations prevent anyone other than the 

hire company from removing the lights. Clearly, 

Councils, utilities, contractors and hire companies 

need incentivising to minimise such needless 

disruption to traffic. My Temporary Traffic Light 

Tax, fixed initially at say £500 per ―A‖ road site per 

day, might also promote earlier completion of road 

works. It would save businesses millions waiting in 

queues, would be more effective and 

environmentally friendly than increasing the 

motorway speed limit to 80mph and raise a few bob 

for our impoverished Chancellor. Although to be 

fair, he‘s miraculously found £250,000,000 towards 

reinstating weekly bin collections - now that I‘ve just 

got used to fortnightly! 

 

With protesting on the increase I also feel like 

protesting over the abysmal 0.1% interest rate paid 

on my meagre ―mutual‖ building society account. I 

wonder if holders of such accounts all threatened to 

withdraw their money on a particular day it might 

have some effect! 

 

    Commentator 
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Legal Eagle 
 

This month we continue our look at involuntary 

manslaughter and turn our attention to unlawful and 

dangerous act manslaughter, sometimes referred to 

as constructive manslaughter, because the liability of 

the accused is constructed out of a lesser offence. 

 

To take an example, D pushes V, thereby committing 

a battery, V falls backwards, hits his head on the 

ground and dies. D did not have the mens rea of 

murder which it will be recalled is either an intention 

to kill or an intention to cause grievous bodily harm. 

Nevertheless, the victim of the battery has died. The 

act committed by D was both unlawful and 

dangerous with the consequence that the more 

serious offence of unlawful and dangerous act 

manslaughter can be constructed out of the lesser, 

battery, offence. 

 

The elements of the offence are: 

 

 An unlawful act; 

 which amounts to the commission of an 

offence; 

 and which is dangerous; 

 and which causes death. 

 

The requirement for an unlawful act means that an 

omission does not suffice, and the committing of the 

act must amount to a criminal offence i.e., the base 

offence from which the more serious offence is 

constructed. A striking illustration of this 

requirement can be seen in the case of Lamb [1967]. 

Lamb (L) had a revolver in which there were two 

bullets; but he ascertained that neither was in the 

chamber opposite the barrel. So, believing it was safe 

to do so he pointed the gun at a friend and pulled the 

trigger. The revolver fired and the friend fell dead. 

What L had not realized was that when the trigger 

was pulled the chambers rotated and brought a bullet 

into the firing position. Three experts at L‘s 

subsequent trial for unlawful and dangerous act 

manslaughter agreed that it was natural for a person 

not experienced in the handling of firearms to make a 

mistake on this point. 

 

Lamb was convicted but his conviction was quashed 

on appeal. Lamb did not have the mens rea for 

assault/battery in that he did not intend to harm, nor 

was he subjectively reckless as to causing harm to 

his friend. Therefore, the base offence could not be 

made out. 

 

The requirement that the unlawful act must be 

dangerous is made out if the act in question is one 

that, ‗……. all sober and reasonable people would 

inevitably recognize must subject the other person to, 

at least, the risk of some harm resulting therefrom, 

albeit not serious harm‘ Edmund Davies J in Church 

[1965]. 

 

For this purpose, the reasonable person has all the 

knowledge that the accused had at the time of 

committing the offence and also anything that the 

accused should have known, even if this was not 

apparent from the outset. In Watson [1989] the two 

accused threw a brick through V‘s window and 

entered the house. They confronted V, a frail 87 year 

old suffering from a serious heart condition. They 

abused her verbally. She died an hour and a half later 

from a heart attack. Although the Court of Appeal 

quashed the convictions on other grounds, the Court 

nevertheless held that the reasonable person would 

have knowledge of everything the accused became 

aware of, namely, the V‘s age and infirmity. 

 

Lastly, it must be shown that the unlawful and 

dangerous act caused death. This involves the 

application of the rules relating to legal and factual 

causation which I wrote about in an earlier article. 

 

The only mens rea required is the mens rea of the 

base offence. This has sometimes led to the criticism 

that that the accused can be convicted of a serious 

offence, namely manslaughter, when he merely has 

the mens rea of a minor offence such as assault. 

 

Next month we shall begin our look at non-fatal 

offences against the person. 

 

Clive Hamblin 

 

Britain’s Best Farm Shops 
 

Congratulations to The Exe Valley Farm Shop for 

appearing in The Times list of the top 30 farm shops 

in Britain.  I quote: 

  

―The stock here reflects the huge number of 

small suppliers making really wonderful 

produce in this richly fertile county.  There is a 

large dairy section, ice cream, juices, organic 

vegetables, meats, bread and cakes, including a 

good gluten-free range.  Also animal and poultry 

feed and natural remedies.‖ 
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Poetry 
The Old Wooden Gate 

  

At every move you creak and groan, 

Stiff of joint and dry of bone, 

Leaning lately nearer earth 

To the soil which gave you birth; 

Before the farmer fashioned you 

An oak you were – a tree that grew; 

But time for you has almost been,  

Four generations you have seen! 

You‘ve watched the seasons come and pass 

Guarding well the corn and grass. 

You‘ve rested foot of man and crow, 

Known fire of sun and weight of snow, 

Young folk have sat upon your bars 

Holding in their eyes the stars. 

Gentle cows and woolly sheep, 

All of these you safely keep 

From straying on the busy road, 

You‘re roughly hewn but you are gold; 

Gold to him upon whose land 

As a sentinel you stand, 

‗Though scored and scarred with hinge a-rust 

Yet you refuse to bite the dust 

Holding ever firm and fast 

To something precious of the past, 

For me you have a rustic charm 

Old wooden gate – upon ‗Furze Farm‘. 

  

Doreen Beer 

  
In Flanders Field 

  

In Flanders fields the poppies blow 

Between the crosses row on row, 

That mark our place; and in the sky 

The larks, still bravely singing, fly 

Scarce heard amid the guns below. 

  

We are the dead;  short days ago 

We lived, felt dawn, saw summer glow, 

Loved and were loved, and now we lie 

In Flanders field. 

  

Take up our quarrel with the foe; 

To you from failing hands we throw 

The torch;  be yours to hold it high, 

If ye break faith with us who die 

We shall not sleep, though poppies grow 

In Flanders fields. 

  

John McCrae, 1872-1918 

  

The above poem was contributed by Don Hodgetts, 

who writes: At this time of remembrance, you only 

have to listen to the radio, watch television or read 

the newspaper to realise that we sometimes do 

―break faith with them‖.  I salute the countless men, 

young and brave, for their courage, fortitude and 

sacrifice.  We must ensure that their deaths were not 

in vain.  I will remember them.     

 

Thorverton and District History 
Society 

 
 

Archaeologist Isabel Richardson opened our autumn 

term with an illustrated talk on the Holnicote Estate 

in West Somerset. Along with its sister estate of 

Killerton in Mid Devon it was gifted to the National 

Trust in 1944 by Sir Richard Acland. This helped to 

satisfy his conscience in not believing in inherited 

wealth and his wife Anne‘s wish that the estate 

should not be broken up. To this day cottages on the 

estate are occupied by local people. The estate 

comprises over 12,000 acres in the triangle formed 

by Porlock, Dunkery and Minehead within Exmoor 

National Park. It has a varied landscape, from the 

wild heather moorland of Dunkery and Selworthy 

Beacons to the dramatic Atlantic coast, separated by 

farmland and ancient woodlands dotted with 

picturesque villages and hamlets. 

 

The original Holnicote House built overlooking the 

plain between Allerford and Selworthy was 

destroyed by fire in 1785, only the stables remaining. 

The house was later rebuilt in the vernacular style 

with two storeys under a thatched roof and, despite 

having 40 bedrooms, was referred to as The Cottage. 
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In 1778 Sir Thomas Acland, 7
th
 Baron‘s, eldest son 

John died and when Sir Thomas himself died in 1885 

he was succeeded by his 7 year old grandson. The 

grandson died two months later and the title and 

estates passed to an uncle. Despite a previous 

settlement of £10,000 the 9
th
 Baron was imprudent 

with money, although his philanthropy included 

building schools for the children of estate workers. In 

1851 a second fire destroyed the house, a shortage of 

funds delaying the rebuilding until 1861 – this time 

to a simpler design, without even a kitchen. Later In 

1871, another Sir Thomas, the 11
th
 Baron, acceded to 

the title and largely through his diligence outstanding 

debts were repaid, properties repaired and the estate 

rejuvenated. 

 

Holnicote is not blessed with the rich soils of 

Killerton and so necessary economic amalgamation 

of farms over the decades has reduced their number 

from 47 to 14, with all but one tenant now farming 

further acreage off the estate.  

 

The talk was richly illustrated showing the wide 

variety of landscapes, flora and fauna and 

settlements to be found on the estate.  The storms of 

1995, which did much damage and shifted thousands 

of tons of shingle onto the foreshore near Porlock 

exposed the remains of an ancient auroch and has 

also encouraged the hitherto scarce yellow horned 

poppy to flourish. 

 

Barrie Phillips 

 

Women’s Institute 
 

Painting with watercolours was the topic of our Oct. 

Meeting.  The speaker was a local resident who 

explained that, as a child she loved painting and later 

achieved an A level in Art while still at school. 

 

I wonder how many of us, apart from artists, realise 

the problems that may have gone on behind a 

finished picture.  We learnt that if you paint outdoors 

the paint might dry too fast thus affecting the picture 

that is trying to be portrayed. 

 

Unless it is absolutely necessary buying cheap paints 

is not recommended.  Three good quality paints are 

all that are required at the beginning.  However a 

good set of pans (artists‘ terminology for paint-box) 

is recommended if the painter is serious, the 

advantage being that a little flows a long way and the 

colours only need to be lightly touched with the 

brush. 

 

Artists‘ paper comes in three different types, sizes 

and weight.  When cheap paper is painted on it will 

buckle and is a job to smooth out.  If a border is 

required around a picture this can be achieved by 

placing masking tape around the edge of the paper 

and removing it when the painting is finished.  It can 

be a job to paint free hand unless the picture to be 

painted is big and bold.       

       

We were all given the challenge to paint ivy leaves, 

the outline having being drawn by our speaker before 

she arrived.  Some accepted the challenge, 

others?????    One lady even took some paint home 

to try her hand. Have we an undiscovered Picasso in 

the village!!!! 

 

June Lee won flower of the month and Paddy 

Milford won the arrangement of leaves.  

 

Sylv Gregory 
                                  Charity No. 229868    

 

Thorverton Cricket Club 
The Cricket Club recently unveiled a splendid plaque 

to its former chairman and president (who was also 

chairman of Focus), John Carter: 

 

 
 

 
 

Photos by Patrick Garnett 
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TARTS News 
 

 

Thorverton Amblers Ramblers and Trampers  

 

Tarts Walk , Saturday 15
th

 October 2011. 

 

The Tarts assembled at 9.30, with the weather very 

overcast, and it was a delight to have Mike Stannard 

with us on his return from over the 'Pond'. 

 

We set off from Bennett's Cross on Dartmoor in 

glorious sunshine and up to Birch Tor.  Descending 

into the valley, the path circled to the left of 

Headland Warren Farm and then ascended, 

continuing around the right flank of Hookney Tor to 

the large stone enclosure of Grimspound.  After a 

coffee stop at this 'Bronze Age Starbucks', we left by 

the South stone gateway and ascended Hameldown. 

On the way we had passed the wooden poles put up 

on the top of Hameldown to prevent German gliders 

landing in the Second World War.  Going a little 

further along the ridge to Hameldown Beacon, lunch 

was enjoyed in shirtsleeves with stunning views and 

persistent sunshine. After that, it was back to 'Two 

Barrows' and down to Soussons Farm to then dive 

into the plantation on Soussons Down.  Emerging 

from this, there was the inevitable detour to the left 

to sample the delights of the Warren House Inn 

before returning to the cars and homeward bound.  

 

Altogether, a fantastic day, blessed with glorious 

weather which showed Dartmoor at it's most benign. 

The two dogs, Roxy and Scrumpy, were bundles of 

fun and behaved impeccably. 

 

Grimspound:  Bronze Age Pound of four acres with a 

double enclosure wall at least six feet high.  Being on 

the edge of a forest, the grazing animals were 

brought in at night as protection from wild animals 

and other marauding tribes. 

 

Hameldown Barrows:  These are all Bronze Age 

burial sites. 

 

Warren House Inn:  Third highest pub in Britain, was 

known as Newhouse, and used to be on opposite side 

of road, where you saw the foundations. One stormy 

night, with deep snow drifts, a traveller was forced to 

ask for lodging, and after a good meal, was shown to 

his room. In the corner was a great chest, and 

overcome with curiosity he peeped inside.  There, to 

his horror, he saw laid out the body of an old man.  

He spent a sleepless night thinking the landlords 

were murderers who killed their guests for money 

and claimed they had died on the Moors.  In the 

morning, to his wary enquiry, the landlady replied 

'Why. bless you, that's father. He died a few months 

back, but with the weather being so bad and the 

ground so frozen, we salted him down with the bacon 

and will take him to Widdecombe when the weather 

improves! 

 

Future walks and events 

 

Saturday 29
th
 October short walk of about 3 miles 

around Butterleigh led by Jenny. Meet opposite the 

church at the later time of 10.00am. 

 

Saturday 12
th
 November, a longer walk led by 

Graeme 

 

Saturday 26
th
 November led by Anne 

  

All walks meet outside The Bell (opposite the church) 

at 0930, and are suitable for dogs unless otherwise 

stated. Shorter walks are usually 4 – 6 miles in 

length and longer walks 6 – 9 miles, however precise 

details of each walk (length, gradient, lunch 

information etc) will be displayed approximately a 

week before the walk in the Old Post Office Window 

and on the village notice board. If you would like to 

be included on the email list contact Caroline 

(861002) or Graeme (860203). 

Caroline Prince

Allotment holders 

Thorverton Allotment Holders Quarterly Meeting, 

Exeter Inn, Monday 3
rd

 October 2011 

(i)   Ordering Bulk Produce 

 There was some interest in ordering seeds and other 

allotment supplies from Tuckers of Crediton to get a 

bulk purchase discount.  

 It has since transpired that to achieve a discount, the 

total order value would need to be significantly 
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higher than we would be able to collectively manage; 

therefore the idea has been dropped for now.  

 Apologies to those that had expressed an interest.  

(ii)   Allotment Vacancies 

 It was agreed that vacant allotments present a 

problem for all because of the weeds that grow so 

quickly on empty plots and spread to neighbouring 

allotments. 

 There was a general discussion about what might be 

holding people back from taking on an allotment and 

if anything can be done to accommodate this?  

**If you are tempted to take on an allotment but 

are hesitant for a particular reason, please let me 

know and I will address this to the committee. We 

may be able to help. **  

(iii) Vandalism 

The allotments suffered a second act of vandalism 

this summer with some produce being damaged or 

destroyed.  

 This has heightened concern amongst the allotment 

holders, but it is still the general opinion that to 

introduce further security measures would diminish 

the overall positive experience of holding an 

allotment out of proportion to the current risk. 

 The situation will be monitored for now. If a pattern 

begins to form or if the vandalism escalates, then it 

may regrettably be necessary to reconsider the 

current security measures.  

(iv) Fencing 

The installation of a heavy duty ‗stock fence‘ on a 

section of the eastern fence will be delayed until the 

late autumn at least. The installation has been 

deemed by the Parish Council as a ‗replacement‘ of 

that section of hedging rather than a ‗repair‘. As such 

responsibility lies with the landowner, i.e. the 

Church Commissioners. This is currently being 

considered by the Commissioners.  

(v)    Upcoming Meetings for your diary 

 The Next Quarterly Meeting will be held at the 

Exeter Inn on Monday 9
th
 January at 7.30 pm.  

Also the Annual General Meeting will be held at the 

Exeter Inn on Monday 2
nd

 April at 7.30 pm. An item 

of food will be brought to the AGM by all attending. 

 We hope to see you there.   

Mark Welsh  

Oldway, Bullen Street 

 

     

 

   
 

Christmas Tree Festival  
St Peter’s Church Brampford Speke 

Saturday 26 November and Sunday 27 November from 2pm – 5pm  

Come along and enjoy some village social cheer! 

Have a cuppa whilst voting for your favourite tree and catching up with friends  

Festive Attractions include 

Memory Tree – write the name of a loved one on a special card to hang on this tree  

Visit by Father Christmas 

Refreshments – Hot drinks, Mince pies, Homemade Cake and more! 

Donations to see the trees will be greatly appreciated 

Money raised from this event will go to St Peter’s Church  
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November in the Garden   
 

Well, we`re nearly there!  A whole year in the 

garden.  So let‘s get on with the pre-winter jobs.  In 

the veg. garden at the beginning of November make 

sure you plant your onion sets and garlic sets if you 

wish to overwinter them and if you haven`t done so 

already.  We probably only have a couple of weeks 

before the temperature can drop dramatically, as seen 

last year. Also, broad bean seeds - now is the time!  

Winter brassicas are looking good and beginning to 

grow into big plants.  Do they need staking?  It`s 

always best to do it before they are blown over rather 

than after the event.  I choose to stake brassicas 

which look vulnerable to wind rock.  Don`t worry if 

you are unable to spend time doing this.  If the plants 

get blown over they usually readjust to lying on their 

side and give you a crop, but they are more 

susceptible to slugs on the ground and won`t look so 

pretty!! 

 

My brussels are disappointing this year.  Earlier in 

the year they looked the best plants that I`d ever 

grown.  A good early start and well prepared soil,  

they had the makings of a bumper crop.   However 

nature stepped in to take the smug look off my face 

and with a warm / hot April and May which made 

them think it was summer and then the cooler June 

/July/August they thought they had better get on with 

producing brussels.  At least 50% of them have 

grown out of their tight brussel shape.  However all 

is not lost as brussel tops are tasty and can be cooked 

as tender greens.  Lucky I`d planted more than I 

needed,  always a good maxim if you have the space,  

and of course there is always next year to get it just 

right!!!   

 

On all the other plots we are clearing sites and 

bringing in plenty of well rotted manure and compost 

to cover the beds ready for next season.  The 

compost will be left on top of the soil to let the 

worms begin to drag it down during the winter.  

When we are ready to plant next season it will be 

turned over and prepared just before planting.  One 

plot will not have anything added and that is next 

year‘s root crop plot.  In my rotation plan at 

Knightshayes the roots follow the beans and at the 

moment of writing (end of October) the runner beans 

are still very productive and will only be removed 

when they are frosted and turn black. 

 

 If you are looking to plant new fruit trees, this is the 

best month for the task.  The plants become dormant 

now and there is no likelihood of new growth which 

is too tender to survive the winter.  The soil is still 

warm but moist and the plant can settle before `real` 

winter begins.  Plants such as fruit trees are better 

protected from harsh weather planted, rather than 

sitting in a pot through winter. 

 

In your ornamental garden this is the big tidy time, or 

is it?  There are 2 schools of thought about cutting 

back before or after winter.  In nature all last 

season‘s growth of herbaceous plants would be left 

to rot and die over the plant.  Next season, new 

shoots would grow through the old growth.  This is 

the problem if you leave it until spring as it‘s much 

more difficult to tidy up with the new tender shoots 

coming through what you want to cut back.  Also 

through the winter it provides a wonderful haven for 

slugs and snails.   

 

However, the argument for not cutting back and 

tidying now is that nature knows best and will 

protect the plants.  Another bonus is that a frosted 

garden can look spectacularly beautiful if the stems 

are left in winter.  I have done both and each time the 

new growth comes through good and healthy.  So I 

think it depends on how much time you have at 

either end of the season for getting the job done and 

what you like to look at out of your window through 

the winter.  Whichever it is you must make your 

decision now.   

 

So, happy gardening.    

                                     Lorraine 

 

Lorraine Colebrook 

 

Golfer’s Society Of Thorverton 
 

Sunday, 25
th

 September 2011 

 

Thirteen contestants. Unlucky? Well, yes, for some 

this was that kind of a golfing day. The field was 

divided into those who enjoyed the golf and those 

who enjoyed the walk. 

 

Among those in the latter group was the day‘s 

recipient of the Donna-Y Trophy, Colin Marshall. 

Colin has entertained the village with his many roles 

in the annual panto but would have preferred not to 

be cast in such a role, his unfortunate missed putt 

from a inch or two leaving no option. Reaching over 

to knock it in is an oft repeated error by many 

golfers. We never learn. 

 

The day‘s top dog was David Harlow with 20 points, 

two ahead of his four nearest rivals, Jim Chappelle, 

Scott Hasler, Bob Hyde and John Mann. The last 
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named also scooped the pot with a long range putt 

for a two on the 7
th
, a clear indication that his one-

handed method is the right one for him. Leading 

[Exeter Inn] golf experts have analysed John‘s 

putting stroke and all agree on one thing. How? 

 

Sunday, 9
th

 October 2011 

 

Another good field turned out to provide the usual 

mix of good company, good humour and goodish 

golf. Everyone enjoyed at least one of those. 

 

Top scorer was Scott Hasler with 19 points and a cut 

to 12. Despite suffering from a heavy cold he struck 

the ball well and managed his way around in windy 

conditions. Runner-up was David Harlow with 18 

points. 

 

The day‘s shortest drive was identified as that of 

Max Sercombe from the 2
nd

 tee. Whether it was 

actually shorter than that of your reporter at the same 

hole is uncertain but one enjoys the benefit of the 

pen being mightier than the club. 

 

There were numerous contenders for the Donna-Y 

moment. Paul Richards scored a direct hit on a tree 

ten feet ahead and had to retreat 50 feet into the 

rough to play his next shot (―Donna-Y that tree had 

to grow there‖); Ali Tulloch played a shot from good 

position on the 5
th
 fairway close to the green, but it 

was the 2
nd 

(―Donna-Y they can‘t get the numbering 

right‖); there were a few incidents at the pond by the 

4
th
 green with balls being either lost in it or escaping 

miraculously around it but it was the calmness with 

which Andy French sent two balls into the water that 

won him the nod (―Donna-Y that happened, I‘ve had 

lessons‖). 

 

Don‘t forget, there are two Sunday events each 

month. All are welcome. Details at The Exeter. 
 

G.S. Potter 

 

Incidentally, I liked the security message on the 

email that I received from GS Potter – Ed:: 

“This message has been processed via McAfee Security 

and is subject to conventions in accordance with 

Electronic Communication Yardsticks - Thorverton/Upexe 

Mailing Protocols [E.C.Y.T.H.U.M.P.]” 

 

   

   
Bus services 
Turner's Tours / Carmel Coaches (bus 678) Mon-Fri. 10.09 from The Berry and the Baptist Chapel.  

Return 13.35 from Exeter bus station, Stand 5. 

 

Stagecoach (service 55B) Mon-Sat (except Bank Holidays)  

To Tiverton: 07.55, 10.10, 12.10, 14.10, 16.12, 17.24 (except Saturdays), 18.12 from The Berry and Broadlands.  

Return from Tiverton bus station: 07.35 (07.40 on Saturdays), 08.45, 10.45, 12.45, 14.45, 15.55 (except 

Saturdays), 16.45, 17.45. 

 

To Exeter: 08.00 (08.05 on Saturdays), 09.00, 11.10, 13.10, 15.10, 16.20 (except Saturdays), 17.10, 18.10 from 

The Berry and Broadlands.  

Return from Exeter bus station: 07.30, 09.45, 11.45, 13.45, 15.45, 17.00 (except Saturdays), 17.45  

 

Stagecoach 55 service runs every half-hour in each direction along the Exeter-Tiverton road, stopping at the 

Thorverton turn (the Ruffwell). Please consult Stagecoach 55 Group timetable for details of this service. 

 

Stagecoach free service to Somerfield's, Broadclyst, from Broadlands on Tuesdays 14.00. 

 

Stagecoach offers a variety of concessions for regular commuters, shoppers, children, students and jobseekers as 

well as one-day unlimited-use Explorer tickets. Further details from Stagecoach: 01392 427711 or 01803 664500 

or www.stagecoachbus.com or www.devon.gov.uk/devonbus. 

 

Devonbus Timetable Information: call Traveline 0871 200 2233 Timetables available at the Post Office 
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Royal British Legion 
Bill Stamper has passed me the following letter about the AGM of the Thorverton Branch of the Royal British 

Legion, and the dire need for support if the Branch is to continue in its current format. – Ed. 
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Grasstrack Racing at Ratcliffe Farm 

 
 

Photos by Barrie Phillips 
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Thorverton’s Mini Olympics 
I am grateful to John Spivey for having captured Thorverton‘s mini-Olympics at the end of September: 

 

 
Photo montage by John Spivey
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Thorverton Parish Information 
 
AIR AMBULANCE EMERGENCY - QUOTE NATIONAL GRID REFERENCE 

RECREATION GROUND - Sheet 192 SS 923019 MEMORIAL HALL FIELD - Sheet 192 SS 926019 

Bus services     See inside back cover 

Carers' Support Group Anne Higman, Wyndham House Surgery, Silverton. 860034. 
     Meetings - 3rd Wednesday of month, Wyndham House, 2.30-4.30 p.m. 

Church (C of E)  The Revd. Douglas Dettmer, The Rectory, Thorverton. 860332 

    The Revd. Sue Sheppard, Associate Minister, Autumn Haze, Rewe, 01392 841284 
    The Revd Hilary Dawson, Assistant Curate, The Vicarage, Stoke Canon, 01392 841928 
   Mrs Margaret Lowe, Administration Manager, 07594 714590 margaret.admin@netherexe.org 

 Church Wardens Peter Colebrook, Ockero, Thorverton. 861019.  
     Edwin Greed, Fortescue, Netherexe. 841231. 

 Consort   Mary Thomas, 1 The Glebe, Thorverton. 860730. 

 P.C.C. Treasurer  Jean Brown, Rydal Cottage, Bullen Street. 861176. 

 Friends of Thorverton Parish Church Trust Royston Kershaw 25 The Glebe 860419 

Church (Baptist)  The Revd. Maurice Harrison, 01884 258599. 
    Secretary Phyllis Langdon, 860932.  

Services, notice board or Focus. 

County Councillor  Cllr. Mr. M. Lee. 01363 772671. 

District Councillor  Cllr. Mr. R. M. Deed. 01392 861258. 

Doctors     Dr Jon Wride & Lynne Anderson / Drs Stead, O'Brien & Ziegler 

Electricity (Western Power) Report a loss of power: 0800 365 900 Bill Enquiries: 0800 365 000 
      Street lights 0870 556 1851 

Friends of Thorverton & Silverton Surgeries Christine Walker, 881501 

Gas Emergency   0800 111999 

Leonard Trust Chairman: R Hughes. Secretary: Mrs. E Hughes, 3 Dinham Mews, Exeter EX4 4EF 

Library (Exeter Mobile) Alternate Thursdays, 11.45am to 12.05pm (16.05 to 16.50 from January 2011) 
in the Quarry Car Park 

Newspaper Reporter (Express & Echo) Jane Ristic, 53 Silver Street, Thorverton. 860054 

Parish Council Chairman Cllr. Stuart Crang,  

Parish Clerk    Mrs Jane Lane, Stable House, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062. 

Parish Council Meetings 2nd Tuesday of month, at The Memorial Hall, 7.30 pm. 

Parish Allotments  Contact the Parish Clerk - 861062 

Parish Council Notice Board Situated in School Lane, opposite the Thorverton Arms. 

   IMPORTANT!- PLANNING APPLICATION NOTICES ARE DISPLAYED HERE 

 

Planning notification applications  at http://data.gov.uk/apps/planningalerts alert via email when a 
planning application is published in one’s street, neighbourhood or wider area. 

Pension Service  PO Box 93, Plymouth PL6 5WJ. 0845 60 60 265 

Police    Central Switchboard 24 Hours: 0845 2777444.  

Post Office Portacabin (TCT Ltd) Quarry Car Park, Thorverton EX5 5NG 860455 
Mon. to Fri : 9 am.-1.00 pm., 2 pm.- 5.30 pm.  
Sat: 9 am.-12 noon Sun: 9 am - 10.30 am for newspaper sales only 

 Business Manager: Jill Blewett, Faircop, Jericho St, Thorverton 

 Chair and Company Secretary: Heather Kershaw, 25 The Glebe, 860419 

Public Telephone Kiosk Opposite the Church, outside the Bell Inn, Dinneford St. 

School (C of E Primary)   Acting Head Teacher: Mrs Emma Pyne 860374. 

School Governors  Chair: Clive Hamblin 861305 Clerk: Julie Cornwall 860127 

School P.T.F.A.   Chair: Lisa Browning, 860609  Secretary: Hannah James, 861075 
  Treasurer: Damon Gill, 860176  

South West Water  24 Hour Emergency: 0800 169 1144. Helpline: 0800 169 1133. 

Thorverton Millennium Chair: Dame Margaret Turner-Warwick, Pynes House,  

  Green Trust Silver Street 861173.  Secretary: Shirley Hoole. 

Tiverton Volunteer Centre 28, Gold Street, Tiverton EX16 6PY. Judy Seymour, 01884 255734. 

http://data.gov.uk/apps/planningalerts
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Thorverton Organisations 
 

Amateur Dramatic Society (TADS) Chair: Sylvia Wakeham, 861390 
   Secretary: Jane Peyton-Jones 
   Treasurer: John White, 860827 

Art Group  Barrie Phillips, Crossmead, School Lane, Thorverton. 860529  
  Meet Fridays during term-time at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 am-12.00. 

Arts Exchange Louise Page, Campion Cottage, Jerico St, 860509. 
  Monthly meetings in members' homes at 8.0 pm. (see Diary) 

Association Football Club Chairman: Andy Harris, 01392 851664 
  Secretary: David Gregory, 2 The Orchard, Brampford Speke, 841803. 

Bridge Circle Graeme Culshaw, 3 The Glebe, Thorverton 860203.  
  Meets 1st/3rd/5th Thursdays at the W.I. Hut from 7.00 p.m.. 

Clarinet Group Contact Peter Mason 860727.  Meets every Thursday morning.   

Cricket Club Chair: Charles Kislingbury, Arley House, 19 Church St, Silverton. 860270 
    Secretary: M C Denford, 14 Moorlands, Tiverton EX16 6UF 01884 255076 
  Fixture Sec: J Meredith, 190 Mincinglake Rd, Exeter EX4 7DS 01392 272504 

Exe Valley Practice Patient Participation Group    
   Chair: Sheena Hunter-Hedges 860843 
   Secretary: Anna Mews 860769 
   Meets quarterly at Thorverton Surgery (see Focus and surgeries for dates) 

Focus Magazine Chair: Michael Ayre, Ratcliffe Farm, Thorverton. 
  Editor: Neville Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062. 
  Secretary: Jane Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062. 
  Treasurer: Bob Swaffield, Schiehallion, School Lane, Thorverton 01392 860309 

Friends of Silverton & Thorverton Surgeries 

  Coffee Mornings in the Lamb Inn, Silverton 
  Held at 10-12 noon on the LAST THURSDAY of every month except December 

Golf Society Players of Thorverton Care of Exeter Inn, 01392 860206 

History Society Chair: Bill Stamper, Dunelm, Raddon, Thorverton. 860214 
  Programme Secretary: Beryl Coe, 5 The Glebe, Thorverton 860876. 

Ladies Group Meet 2nd Thursday of month, (Venue and time - see Focus Notices). 

Memorial Hall Committee Chair/Key holder/Bookings:Mr Mike Shelton. Fir Tree House,  
     Bullen Street. 861027. 

Memorial Hall Market 2nd Saturday of the month, at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 - 11.00 am. 

Thorverton Pre-School Contact: Sarah Mitchell (chair): 860450. 
  Mon 9.15am-11.45am, & 12.45pm-3.15pm & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm, 
  Tues/Weds 9.15am-11.45am & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm,  
  Thurs 9.15-11.45am; 12.45pm- 3.15pm & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm. during term-time, at Memorial Hall. 
Thorverton Ambling, Rambling and Tramping Society (TARTS) 
  Contacts : Caroline Prince 07749 775304 or Graeme Culshaw 860203 
   See notices of walks in Old Post Office Window Bullen Street. 

Thorverton Brownies Hannah James 07716 013284, Lisa Browning 860609 
  Meet Fridays during term-time at the W.I. Hut, 5.30-7.00 pm. 

Toddler Group Contact : Hannah Calder 860808 
  Wednesdays, during term-time, at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 a.m.-11.30.  

Rainbows  Contact Jean Pearn 860105, Penny Fice 861136,  
  Term-time, Tuesdays 4-5 pm at the W.I. Hut. 

Royal British Legion Chairman / Hon. sec: Bill Stamper, Dunelm, Raddon, Thorverton. 860214 
  Hon. Treasurer: Alex Fice 

Women's Institute Secretary: Susan Maguire 01392 860631 
  Bookings: Susan Maguire 01392 860631. 
  W.I. Meeting. 1st Tuesday of the month at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
  Whist, 3rd Tuesday of the month, at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 

W.I. Market & Coffee  4th Saturday of the month at the W.I. Hut. 10.00 am. to 11.00 am. 
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Doctors' Surgeries 
 

THE EXE VALLEY PRACTICE 
 

Dr JON WRIDE and Dr LYNNE ANDERSON 
 

 The Surgery, The Berry,   The Surgery, 3 Coach Road,  

 THORVERTON EX5 5NT  SILVERTON EX5 4JL 
 Tel: 01392 860273 (24 hours)  Tel: 01392 860176 (in surgery hours) 
 Fax: 01392 860654  Fax: 01392 861598 

www.exevalleypractice.co.uk 

Surgery Hours 
 

Mon. 3.00 - 5.15   Mon. 9.00 - 11.45  
Tue. 2.45 - 5.15     Tue. 9.00 - 11.45  
Wed. 9.00 - 11.00  Wed. 3:30 - 5:45  
Thu. 3.00 - 5.45   Thu. 9.00 - 11.30  
Fri. 3.00 - 5.45   Fri. 9.00 - 11.30 
 

There are no surgeries on Saturday and Sunday, but a doctor will be on call for emergencies only  

on 01392 860273. 

The Dispensaries are OPEN at the following times 

 
Mon. 8.30 - 1.00 & 2.00 - 6.00         Mon.  8.45 - 12.30 
Tue. 8.30 - 1.00 & 2.00 - 6.00         Tue.  8.45 - 12.30 
Wed. 8.30 - 1.00 & 2.00 - 5.00       Wed            3.00 - 6.00 
Thu. 8.30 - 1.00 & 2.00 - 6.00   Thu.            8.45 - 1.00 
Fri. 8.30 - 1.00 & 2.00 - 6.00   Fri.              8.45 - 12.30 
 

REPEAT PRESCRIPTIONS (Monday - Friday) Please note that 48 hours notice is required for ALL 
repeat prescriptions. Repeat Prescription line: 01392 861622 
 

 

 

Waste Collection Dates for 2011 
 

[It has been brought to my attention that these dates apply only to parts of the village, sorry if your collection 

dates differ – Ed] 

 

a) Recycling and brown bins   b) General refuse 

 

Generally on Mondays unless stated 

 

November 7 and 21      November 14 and 28 

December 5 and 19      December 12 and 28 (Wed) 

 

 

Mobile Library  
Thursdays, fortnightly, from 16.05 - 16.50 in the Quarry Car Park by Thorverton Post Office. 

  

Nov 10 & 24    

Dec 8 & 22 

 

Bus Services 
Please see page 25. 
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Wyndham House Surgery 
Fore Street, Silverton, EX5 5HZ 

 

Telephone: 01392 860034 
Outside surgery hours please ring 0845 671 0270 

To access the Emergency Out-of-hours Service 

Fax: 01392 861165 

www.wyndhamhousesurgery.co.uk 

  

Dr Anthony O’Brien 

 

 

Dr Emma Ziegler 

 

Dr Nick Keysell 

MONDAY 
09.00 – 11.00 

15.00 – 17.30 

 

09.00 – 11.00 

14.30 – 16.00 

 

 

TUESDAY 

 

09.00 – 11.00 

 

  

09.00 – 11.00 

15.30 – 17.30 

 

WEDNESDAY 

 

09.00 – 11.00 

14.30 – 16.00 

 

 

09.00 – 11.00 

15.00 – 17.00 

 

THURSDAY 

 

 

 

 

09.00 – 11.00 

 

09.00 – 11.00 

15.30 – 17.30 

 

FRIDAY 

 

09.00 – 11.00 

14.30 – 16.00 

 

  

 

Please note: The doctors are happy to speak to you on the phone instead of an appointment. 

          Please request this from reception when you telephone. You can also 

          communicate with them via email if you wish –   

          wyndhamhouse.surgery@nhs.net 

 

Surgery opening hours:  Monday – Thursday 8.30am – 6pm 

                                         Friday                      8.30am – 5pm  

 

Dispensary opening hours: Monday – Thursday 9am – 12 noon and 2.30pm – 6pm 

    Friday   9am – 12 noon and 2.30pm – 5pm 

 

 

Repeat prescriptions can be ordered online via our website. 

 

We now accept credit/debit card payments for prescriptions. 

 

We also operate a home delivery service for housebound registered patients. 

Please contact our reception or dispensary for more information. 

http://www.wyndhamhousesurgery.co.uk/
mailto:wyndhamhouse.surgery@nhs.net
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Diary 2011 
Please notify FOCUS Editor of additions or changes. 

(Email: focusonthorverton@yahoo.co.uk or phone Neville Lane on 861062) 

 

NOVEMBER 

Wed 2
nd

 Thorverton Branch of the Royal British Legion, AGM, Exeter Inn Skittle Alley, 7.30pm 

Sat 5
th
  Tabletop Sale at the WI Hut, 10.00-11.15am 

Thurs 10
th
 Ladies Group at Moss Bank, School Lane, 7.30pm 

Sat 12
th
  Saturday Market at Memorial Hall 9.30-11am 

  Rude Awakening at the Thorverton Arms, 9pm 

Wed 16
th
 Thorverton Cooperative Trust Ltd AGM, WI Hut, 7.30pm 

Thurs 17
th
 Arts Exchange, Bouquets, at Cubberley House, 8pm 

Fri 25
th
 Thorverton and District History Society, Roman Cullompton – Recent Discoveries, at the WI Hut, 

7.30pm 

Sun 27
th
 Quiz Night at the Thorverton Arms, 7.30pm 

  

DECEMBER 

Thurs 1
st
, Fri 2

nd
, Sat 3

rd
, Pantomine at Memorial Hall, 7.30pm (also at 2.30pm on Saturday) 

Sat 3
rd

  Coffee Morning for Thorverton and Silverton Surgeries, WI Hut, 10.00-12.00 

Tues 6
th
  Christmas Bingo (for Thorverton Country Show), Memorial Hall, 7.30pm 

Wed 7
th
  Arts Exchange, Celebration, at Campion Cottage, 8pm 

Thurs 8
th
 Ladies Group at Southbrook, 7.30pm 

Mon 12
th
 Pre-School Children‘s visit to Baptist Church, 9.45am 

Sat 17
th  

Saturday Market at Memorial Hall 9.30-11am 

Sun18
th
  Baptist Church Carol Service10-30am coffee to follow. 

Sun 18
th
 Carol Service, Thorverton Church, 5pm 

Tues 20
th
 Christmas Bingo (for Thorverton Country Show), Memorial Hall, 7.30pm 

Wed 21
st 

Baptist Church Schoolroom Tea, Mince-pies Carols 3-00pm. 

 

2012 

JANUARY 

Mon 9
th
  Allotment Holders‘ Quarterly Meeting, Exeter Inn, 7.30pm 

 

JUNE 

Sat 9
th 

 Thorverton Country Show at Ratcliffe Farm 

Sun 10
th
  Thorverton Country Show at Ratcliffe Farm 


