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The Editor welcomes interesting news items, reports etc. for publication. Items for inclusion in Focus should be 

accompanied by the name of the originator, which may be withheld from print if requested. The aims of Focus are: 

 

 To produce a non-political monthly magazine serving the people of the parish of Thorverton, providing 

them with information on activities in the parish; 

 For the magazine to be one that villagers are proud of; 

 To provide a window for those outside Thorverton to see what the village has to offer; 

 To promote local businesses through advertising; and 

 To run at a small annual profit, but with surplus funds put to support village organisations for the benefit of 

Thorverton residents. 

 

Items for publication, adverts, changes to adverts, Diary entries, changes to Thorverton Information lists should be 

sent to the Editor, preferably as plain text in an email, or as a Word doc file or a pdf file email attachment (to 

focusonthorverton@yahoo.co.uk) by the 20
th
 of the month prior to publication please. 

Computer file formats: We prefer plain text files: .ODT files, .DOC files, .RTF files and .WPS files because our 
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near as possible to how it is intended to appear.  Pictures must be supplied as required on the advertisement. 
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The following advertising charges apply: 

 

 Maximum dimensions COST per ENTRY FULL YEAR (11 entries) 

Half page 18.2 cm x 12.2 cm £5.00   £50.00 

Quarter page 8.5 cm x 12.2 cm £2.50   £25.00 

One-eighth page 8.5 cm x 5.8 cm  £1.50   £15.00 

 

LOCAL ORGANISATION and CHARITIES ADVERTISEMENTS 

  COST per ENTRY 

Half page   £3.00 

Quarter or one-eighth page   free of charge 

 

Front Cover: The Jordan in October – photo by Chris Pollard 

 

The opinions and views expressed by contributors within the magazine are not necessarily those of Focus 

producers or of the Focus Committee. 
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Editorial 
 

There I was expecting a second relatively quiet 

month for Focus, and suddenly I was deluged 

(pardon use of that word) with material.  Thank you 

to those who have sent in articles or photos this 

month, including those of you who braved the 

elements to capture the heavy flooding that we 

experienced on 11
th
 October.  As always, I am not so 

sure how these will look in black and white in Focus, 

but the versions of Focus that we put on 

http://thorverton.net/focus-downloads.html are in full 

colour and generally far clearer.  We have been 

trying to get Focus onto the website far quicker each 

month partly so that you can see pictures more 

clearly and partly for the benefit of those who have 

moved away from the area but retain an interest in 

Thorverton.  I remain indebted to Rob Purvis for 

maintaining this site. 

 

Despite the wealth of material, I am conscious that 

even this month’s Focus does not quite capture the 

full range of activities that have been going on or are 

planned for the coming months, so please feel free to 

feed in material (even if you think that someone else 

may already have done so).  I am also keen to include 

articles such as that by Tina Ayre on her achievement 

of the Two Moors Way – it isn’t just reports on 

organisations that I want to cover.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

I have put a reminder in this month’s Focus (Page 

24) of our opportunity, on 15
th
 November, to elect the 

Police and Crime Commissioner for Devon and 

Cornwall.  This seems to have gone largely unnoticed 

in the press until recently, but I have now seen a list 

of candidates and their statements.   

 

I would also like to draw your attention to the article 

by the Thorverton Co-Operative Trust Ltd, who do so 

much for the village.  They are looking for help, and 

their AGM on 21
st
 November would be a good place 

to offer that help, although there is no need to wait 

until then.  I hope that some people will feel able to 

help the small team who currently keep things going. 

 

Finally for this month, I have recently lost Jennifer 

Ayre (to Ireland!) and so have just one assistant to 

help edit Focus.  This job largely entails use of copy 

and paste to transfer material from emails into Focus, 

but also involves some formatting and occasionally 

typing up articles received in manuscript.  It could go 

much further and include active seeking for material 

to report upon.  If you are interested, do let me know. 

 

Neville Lane, Editor 
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Letters 

 
From Dorothy May of the Old Butcher’s Shop 

 

Many thanks to everyone who sent their good wishes, 

get well cards, flowers, plants and gifts during my 

recent “health hiccup”.  I much appreciated the help 

of people driving me about;  Ann for all of her 

chauffeuring and patient waiting about before 

hospital;  Barbara for all her help and care 

afterwards;  the very best surgeon and staff of the 

RD&E for all their care;  Dr Anderson and our lovely 

District Nurses; Collin for looking after my baskets;  

and Claire for looking after the cats. 

 

We are so fortunate to have the RD&E so close and 

we are privileged and lucky to live amongst the 

friendly and helpful folks in our unique village. 

 

Also, many grateful thanks to the band of helpers 

who, during my recent flooding, descended on me 

armed with mops, buckets, brooms etc, and cleared 

me up to allow me to go on living in my home.  I still 

marvel and appreciate all you did for me.  Who 

would live anywhere else but Thorverton? 

 

 

From Paul Backhouse 

 

I would just like to thank everyone for their help, 

kind words and support since my mother, Lila 

Backhouse, passed away.  A special thank  

you is due to John Henton for a most fitting service, 

and to the small group of people for their extra 

assistance.  

 

 

From Sarah Crawford, Vice Chair of Governors, the 

Exe Valley Federation 

 

The Governors have received a number of complaints 

from local residents and parents about car parking in 

School Lane during school hours. Most of these 

relate to the obstruction of the pavement by cars 

parked half on/half off it, cars turning in private 

driveways and congestion caused by parents 

dropping children at the school gates. This is not only 

inconvenient for the residents of School Lane, but is 

often also dangerous and frustrating for parents 

walking to school with young children and 

attempting to teach them safe use of our roads. 

 

The school has taken steps to encourage parents to 

park more considerately by sending requests in 

several recent Newsletters, reminding them that 

parking is available only minutes walk from the 

school both in the Quarry Car Park and, before and 

after school, in the Memorial Hall car park, by kind 

permission of the Memorial Hall Committee. 

 

I would like to take the opportunity to reinforce this 

message on behalf of the Governing Body. We would 

encourage all visitors to the school and those 

delivering and collecting children from school and 

Preschool to park appropriately so that both our 

children and our local community can benefit from 

increased safety and a more pleasant residential 

environment. 

 

 

From Roseanne Benn and Roger Fieldhouse of 

Jericho Street 

 

New doctors’ surgery 
The Memorial Hall’s proposal to make land available 

for a new surgery in the hall car park has run into 

difficulties, as explained elsewhere in Focus (see the 

Memorial Hall report in this issue).  But the need to 

find a new site if we aren’t to lose the surgery in the 

village hasn’t gone away.  It is important that 

something should be done but difficult to know what 

is best. We would like to suggest that a surgery 

support group should be formed for the sole purpose 

of finding a solution.   

 

Many Focus readers will remember the efforts of 

Michael Lewis and the group that saved the 

Thorverton post office some years ago when it 

seemed inevitable that it would disappear. We are not 

offering to be a kind of Michael Lewis but we are 

willing to convene a meeting of willing volunteers to 

discuss what if anything can be done.  If you are 

interested please contact us: 01392 860768 or email 

r.fieldhouse@exeter.ac.uk. 

 

 

From Irvine Summers (who sent me this email 

message having put Peamore Garage into Google 

and got to a back copy of Focus in which we gave it a 

mention!  Any replies through me please - Ed) 

 

I served in the Fleet Air Arm with a TAG Reed in 

Africa in World War II whose family lived at 

Peamore Garage.  I would be grateful for any 

information on him.  He will be about my age, 90+. 
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Thorverton Parish Council 

 

 

Report of the October meeting of the Parish 

Council 
 

   
 

 

Planning Matters 
Mid Devon Local Plan 

Council considered the proposed extension of the settlement limit in Silver Street at Court Barton and decided not 

to oppose this change, it being understood that it would facilitate the achievement of 50% affordable housing at the 

Court Barton site.  It was agreed that a comment to this effect should be submitted to MDDC. 

 

Housing Matters 
Council considered initial sketches of a suggested development of 20 houses on the north side of Silver Street at 

Court Barton. Council thought the lay-out quite attractive, but decided at this point to query such matters as the 

adequacy parking arrangements and bin storage on the proposed site. 

 

Council had also been contacted regarding the Diocese field near The Glebe as a possible housing site. 

 

Planning Decisions received to date of meeting:- 
Ref 11/00618/FULL Proposed non-material amendment. Erection of 2 Dwellings.  The Bell Inn, the Bury. 

Approved. 

 

Planning Applications received to date of meeting:- 
(i)Ref 12/01277/LBC Erection of roof over existing open area of courtyard between former pigsty and open-ended 

shed. (Revised scheme.) Chilton House. 

(ii)Ref 12/01346/FULL Erection of a dwelling with raised decking and new retaining wall following demolition of 

existing wall. Chard Cottage, Jericho Street. 

 

Highways 
A number of issues were raised. Council would ask DCC to effect a repair to the stile leading to the rookery and to 

make up the verges along the Berrysbridge road towards Heathfield as they had become badly rutted.  A request for 

a street-light to be left on at Jubilee Green because of danger to residents if the stream were to flood would be 

passed on to the appropriate area. 

 

Financial Matters 
Council had now received the second instalment of the Parish Precept (£6,000). It was noted that the External 

Auditor had completed the parish accounts for the financial year 2011-2012 with no issues raised. 

 

Next meeting 

This will take place on Tuesday, 13
th

 November 2012 at 7.30pm in the Memorial Hall. An agenda will be 

displayed beforehand on the Parish Notice Board in School Lane. 

 

Jane Lane, Parish Clerk 

 

Telephone: 01392 861062, email:Thorvertonclerk@aol.com 



Focus on Thorverton  Vol. 43 No 10 - November 2012 

 

4 

Thorverton Memorial Hall  
Reg. Charity no. 203778 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What is happening at the Memorial Hall? 

 

Proposed new surgery 

At its recent meeting on 3 October the Hall Committee was very disappointed to learn from the Exe Valley Practice 

that the Environment Agency has imposed impossibly expensive conditions for building a new surgery in the Hall 

car park because of the flood risk there (although the recent flooding has perhaps made this understandable).  The 

Committee was also sorry to learn that the Thorverton Millennium Green Trust (TMGT) cannot see its way to 

making a small parcel of land adjacent to the Hall amenity area available, so that a combined area of Hall/TMGT 

land could be a possible alternative site for the new surgery. Faced with these apparently insurmountable blockages 

the Hall Committee very reluctantly concluded that it is unable to provide a site for the new surgery unless one or 

other of the blockages can be overcome. 

 

Plans for development 

The development sub-group outlined its proposals to enlarge the kitchen; create a separate, lockable bar; renovate 

the toilets and make several other improvements including a new heating system. 

 

Future hirings and events 

As well as the usual weekly and other regular events at the hall the Committee discussed the arrangements for this 

year’s TADS pantomime and was particularly pleased to hear that the School is now using the hall regularly for 

weekly PE classes and will also be holding its Christmas play there. It was agreed that the Christmas tree lighting 

ceremony with carol singing on the green will be held on Sunday 2 December at 5.00 p.m. 

 

Saturday Market 

The Saturday Market, which is held on the second Saturday morning of each month (except June) from 9.30, has 

been thriving with new stalls and of course the fabulous ‘Big Breakfast’.  If you haven’t visited the market recently 

you must come and experience what it has to offer and take the opportunity to meet people and have a chat. 

 

Saturday Market Draw results 

1
st
 prize, a chicken dinner: Martin Holt 

2
nd

 prize, a pack of lager: Roy Barton 

3
rd

 prize, a box of mint chocolates: Jim Pearn 

 

Thanks 

Many thanks and gratitude to Sarah and Steve Yeandle for all their help in clearing all the debris and silt from the 

Hall car park after the recent flooding. 
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Notice Board  
 

THE PIED PIPER OF THORVERTON 

TADS PANTOMIME 2012 

 
TICKETS ON SALE 12 NOV 2012:  CALL 01392 860489 

 

Thurs 13, Friday 14 , Sat 15 Dec evening performance 

Saturday 15 Dec Matineee 

 

  

Thorverton Church Consort Practice 
 
In the church from 7.45-9pm, Thursdays- 

November 1
st, 

 8
th

 and 29
th

 (Christmas I) 

December 6
th

 (Christmas II) 13
th

 (Christmas III) 

and 20
th

 (Christmas IV) 

Sunday December 23
rd

, 5pm Christmas Carol 

Service 

 

Thorverton Church Junior Consort Practices 

In school (except on December 17
th

) 

3.30-4.30pm on Mondays- 

November 5
th

 and 26
th

 

Christmas practices December 3
rd

 and 10
th

 in 

school, 17
th

 in church finishing at 4.45 

 

Sunday December 23
rd

, 5pm in church, 

Christmas Carol Service 

 

 

 TAG  
Thorverton Art Group 

 

Fridays from 9:30 

@  

THORVERTON MEMORIAL HALL 
 

NEW MEMBERS WELCOME  

WI Christmas Market 
 

On Saturday 24
th

 November 
 

10.00 to 11.15am 
 

Coffee and Mince Pies 

Free facial massage (ease that Christmas stress) 

Meat, eggs, plants, cakes,  

Jams, chutneys, books, jigsaws 

Christmas stall 

Tombola, spinning wheel 

 

Next market and coffee morning: 15
th
 December 

 

Thorverton Arts Exchange 
 

At Arts Exchange meetings we share our enthusiasms 

for writing, music, painting, film, craft etc. with one 

another.  Usually there is a theme to our choices, but 

occasionally an individual member will take 

responsibility for a whole evening. 

 

The meetings take place in members' homes on 

Thursdays at 8.00 pm. The next meetings are: 

      

Nov 22
nd

 Creativity Cubberley 

Dec 12
th
 Free Choice Stable House 

(Wed) 

New members are always welcome. For further 

information contact Louise Page or Rob Purvis, 

Campion Cottage 860509. 
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Sylv and Anne’s 

 

Chatter Café 
 

at the WI Hut from 2-30 to 4-30 

 

Every Monday excluding Bank Holidays 
  

 

 

No venue for your party or conference?  

Want competitive prices with additional 

usages included?  Assurance that all 

electrics meet the required standards?  

Disabled access?  Disabled toilet? 

 

At 43ft deep and 20ft wide the WI Hut 

answers your need.  

 

Booking tel. no. 01392 860631 

 
Charity No. 229868 

 

  

 Hospiscare Service of Light:    

All welcome to join us at the service to 

remember loved ones this Christmas.   

Our local service is:  7
th

 December (Friday) 

Tiverton - St Peter’s Church 7pm 

There is also the opportunity to enter your loved 

one’s name in the Book of Memories along with 

a dedication, The book will be available to view 

at the service and may be available to view in the 

church until 12
th

 night.  

From January 2013 the Book of Memories will 

be available to view all year in the Hospiscare 

Chapel. 

If you would like a form or to know more please 

contact Hospiscare on 01392 688020 or 

FRAdmin@hospiscare.co.uk 

Silverton Hunt  
 

Xmas Bingo 
 

At Upton Pyne Village Hall 
 

Tues 27th November 
 

Doors Open 7.15pm   Eyes Down 8pm 
 

Mulled Wine & Mince Pies in the interval 
 

Licensed Bar & Raffle 
Full House Prize: Turkey Crown  
With a lovely box of vegetables 

 
Details from Gaynor Matterface on  

07515 009175 
 
 

Mum and Toddlers/Baby Group 

 

- held at the Memorial Hall, Thorverton every 

Wednesday morning 9.30-11.30 (term time) 

 cost £2.00 

 this includes a tea or coffee, a snack for your 

little one, toys, activities and friendly faces!  

 

If you want any further information please call 

Wendy Coles on 01392 860031 (Toddler Rep) 

mailto:FRAdmin@hospiscare.co.uk


Focus on Thorverton  Vol. 43 No 10 - November 2012 

 

7 

  

Christmas Tree Festival in Silverton 

 
Friday 7th and Saturday 8th December 

11am to 4pm 

 

at St Mary's Church, Silverton 

 

To raise funds for Little Bridge House, Hospice 

South West (for children with life-limiting 

illnesses) 

Village organisations are welcome to put in a 

tree 

 
Calling all Thorvertonians! You are all very welcome 

to pop over to Silverton in December,where we hope 

our Christmas Tree Festival in St Mary's Church (by 

the Square) will brighten up the winter gloom, and 

will amaze you with its creativity.  Entry is free, but 

there will be donation buckets around the Church and 

all proceeds will go to the Children's Hospice South  

West. 

 

Contact Liz Gilbert on 01392 860572 
 

 

Support Poltimore House 

 
by purchasing the Poltimore Calendar 

2013 

£6.20 (postage included) 

 

 from Poltimore House, 

 Poltimore, Exeter, EX4 0AU 

 or phone 01392 248938 

 

Diamond Jubilee commemorative mugs 

  

In the absence of any further claims from 18-year-

olds and under still in full-time education, please note 

that there are now a small number of these bone 

china mugs (personalised for Thorverton courtesy of  

The Leonard Trust) on open sale at £4.50 each.  

 

Please contact Jeff or Beryl Grace, Moss Bank, 

School Lane (telephone: 860489) should you be 

interested. 
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 Thorverton Millennium Green Trust 
 

In celebration of the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee 

the planting of a Royal Oak Sapling will take place on 

 

Saturday 10th November 2012 
at 11.30 a.m. at the far end of the Millennium Green. 

 

Please join us. All are very welcome to attend. 

 

The Exe Valley Film Society 

 
proudly presents our next screening: 

 
JANE EYRE (PG) (2011) 

             
THURSDAY 29th NOVEMBER 7.30 for 8.0pm Brampford Speke Village Hall 

 
Director:   Cary Fukunaga;    Starring:   Mia Wasikowska  Jamie Bell  Michael Fassbender 
This is the most recent adaptation of the infamous Charlotte Bronte novel telling the story of a prim young 
governess who softens the heart of her formidable employer, only to discover that he is harbouring a terrible secret. 
A highly acclaimed screening with just the right balance of suspense and subtlety. 

WE WILL BE HOLDING OUR AGM PRIOR TO THIS MEETING AT 6.30. YOU WILL BE ABLE TO 
NOMINATE FILMS FOR NEXT YEAR. SANDWICHES WILL BE SERVED FREE OF CHARGE. ALL 
MEMBERS WELCOME. 
All welcome – members free, non-members £5. Bring a bottle, a snack if you wish and enjoy the friendly, 
relaxed, candle-lit atmosphere & free popcorn! Enquiries 01392 840072 
 

                    

Thorverton Post Office & TCT newsagents/stationers 

Quarry Car Park, Lynch Road      Thorverton   01392 860455 

 

offering a very wide range of post office services, newspapers, magazines, stationery, posting and packing 

materials, laundry service, photocopying – service with a smile! 

 

Mon – Fri  9.00 – 5.30 (closed 1.00-2.00) 

Sat  9.00 – 12.00 

Sun 9.00 – 10.30   TCT paper shop only 
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Christmas Tree Festival  
St Peter’s Church Brampford Speke 

 
Saturday 24 November and Sunday 25 November from 2pm – 5pm 

 

Come along and enjoy some village social cheer! 

Have a cuppa whilst voting for your favourite tree and catching up with friends 

Festive Attractions include 

Memory Tree – write the name of a loved one on a special card to hang on this tree 

Visit by Father Christmas 

Refreshments – Hot drinks, Mince pies, Homemade Cake and more! 

Donations to see the trees will be greatly appreciated 

Money raised from this event will go to St Peter’s Church 

 

 

CALLING ALL SINGERS 

 

Christmas is coming! 

 

Thorverton Church Carol Service is on Sunday, December 23
rd

 at 5 p.m. 
 

Would you like to join the church choir for the Christmas Carol Service? 

 

There will be 4 practices in church on:- Thursdays, November 29
th
, December 6

th
, 13

th
 and 20

th
 from 7.45 to 9pm 

 

Please come to them all if you possibly can. A warm welcome awaits you, enthusiasm is the only requirement – 

there are no auditions. 

We will be learning some new carols and of course, the old favourites will be included. 

For more information please contact: 

 Mary Thomas, 01392 860419 mary @one the glebe.eclipse .co.uk or Heather Kershaw, 01392  860419 

 

It would be helpful if you would let one of us know if you are coming then we know how many carol books to get 

out. We always have a good sing and hope to continue the tradition of a full house, lusty singing and a meaningful 

contribution to our village celebrations. 

 

FOR THE YOUNGER SINGERS 

 

The younger members of the Christmas choir (years 2 to 8) have their own practices. 

They will be on Mondays, November 26
th
and December 3

rd
 from 3.30 to 4.30 p.m. in school and December 10

th
 

from 3.30 to 4.45 pm in church. 

Years 7 and 8 can join us when they get back from school around 4 p.m. (these 2 years can join the senior choir if 

they prefer). 

Please contact either Mary or Heather (as above) if you would like any more information. 

We will have our traditional candlelit procession and sing a carol by ourselves as well as joining with the senior 

choir. 

 

EVERYONE IS WELCOME – COME AND ENJOY A GOOD SING 
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Exeter Philharmonic Choir                                                   
 

Wednesday November 7th 

Mint Methodist Church, Exeter  7.30 p.m. 

 

Exeter Philharmonic Choir with David Davies 

(Organ) 

 

A Festival of Psalms - Bernstein, Rutter,  Elgar 

01392 499211 for more details 

 

Wednesday December 12 and  

Thursday December 13th 
Exeter Cathedral at 7.30 p.m. 

 

Exeter Philharmonic Choir with Triumph Brass 

Carols in the Cathedral 

 

01392 499211 for more details 

 
Live music in Thorverton 

 

STAY LUCKY 

 
At The Thorverton Arms 

 

On Friday 16
th

 November 

 

From 8.30pm 

 

Diamond Jubilee Christmas Lunch  
   

VERY IMPORTANT NOTICE 
 

It will be on Sunday the 2nd of December  
(12.30 for 1) 

 
If you have spoken to any of us you will already be aware 

of this! 
 

If you have not booked your place at the table please ring 
Sallie 860681, Sue 860381, Natasha 860043 or Lou 

860131. 

 

Silverton & Thorverton Link up 
 

Voluntary Service Group to both Surgeries in 

both Villages. 
 

I give below a revised list of LINK-UP drivers for 

the residents of Silverton and Thorverton:- 
 

John Kiely  861545; Shaun Fitzpatrick 

860972;  Eric Newton 860082; Margaret 

Clough 860971; Trish Barron 860401; Ann 

Sobczak 881121; Doreen Beer 860731; 

Stephen Roach 861042; Mary Smith 

861916 
 

The LINK-UP service is designed to take the elderly 

or disabled into the surgery or to hospitals either in 

Exeter or Tiverton. If you have an appointment you 

can approach any of the drivers for a lift, giving them 

as much notice as possible. There is no fee for this 

service but should you wish to make a donation into 

the LINK-UP funds, your driver will be pleased to 

accept your contribution on the completion of your 

journey. 
 

For those of you living in Stoke Canon you can 

obtain a lift to your Health Centre by telephoning 

Mrs Val King on 01392 841580 
 

Stan Chilcott MBE, LINK-UP Co-ordinator. 

Telephone 860656;  Jenny Roach, Treasurer. 

Telephone 861042 
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Parish Church Services and News  

November 2012 SERVICES & INFORMATION 

The Netherexe Parishes - A Mission Community in the Diocese of Exeter  

 

1 November 2012 All Saints Day  Mission Community Services 

 

10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Cadbury DD 

07:30 pm  Holy Communion  [C] Rewe  DD 

  Including Lighting of Memorial Candles for Loved Ones  

 

4 November 2012 All Saints Sunday  

 

08:00 am Holy Communion  [BCP] Newton St Cyres         DD 

10:00 am Service With A Smile    ☺  Brampford Speke    Lay-Led  

10:00 am Holy Communion   [C] Poltimore     DD 

10:00 am Service of The Word   Stoke Canon  Lay-Led  

10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Thorverton  DC   

05:00 pm Service of The Word      Newton St Cyres   DC  

 

11 November 2012 Trinity 23 & Remembrance Sunday  
 

08:00 am Holy Communion  [BCP] Thorverton  DD 

10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Stoke Canon       DC 

10:00 am Service of Remembrance     Thorverton    DD & JD 
   Joint with Cadbury & Baptist Church  

10:15 am Service of Remembrance    Upton Pyne  Lay-Led  

10:50 am Service of Remembrance   Brampford Speke    Lay-Led  

10:50 am Service of Remembrance   Newton St Cyres    SS 

10:50 am Service of Remembrance   Poltimore    Lay-Led  

11:00 am  Act of Remembrance  Rewe War Memorial [Green Lane]  

11:30 am Service of The Word   Rewe  Lay-Led  

06:30 pm Evening Prayer  [BCP] Huxham   JD  

 

18 November 2012 Trinity 24 

 

09:00 am Holy Communion     [C] Brampford Speke    DC 

10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Cadbury   DD  

11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Rewe  DC 

05:00 pm Holy Communion  [C] Stoke Canon DD 
 

25 November 2012   Sunday before Advent 
 

09:00 am Holy Communion [C] Huxham   DD 

10:00 am Service of The Word     Cadbury   Lay-Led  

10:00 am Holy Communion  [C] Newton St Cyres  DC 

10:00 am Service of The Word    Stoke Canon      Lay-Led  

11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Upton Pyne   DD 

05:00 pm Taizé Prayer    Thorverton     Lay-Led  

06:30 pm Evening Prayer  [BCP] Poltimore  DC 

 

2 December 2012 Advent 1 

 

09:00 am Holy Communion,  [C]  Upton Pyne  DD 

10:00 am Service With A Smile    ☺ Brampford Speke   Lay-Led  

10:00 am Holy Communion   [C] Poltimore    SS 

10:00 am Service of The Word     Stoke Canon   Lay-Led  

10:00 am Family Service & Holy Communion  [C] Thorverton   DC & DD 
 Advent Wreaths 

11:15 am Holy Communion  [C] Rewe  JD 

05:00 pm Evening Prayer  [BCP] Newton St Cyres  DD 

06:30 pm Evening Prayer  [BCP] Cadbury  JD 
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Services in the Netherexe Parishes 
Your parish churches aim to provide a variety of service types to meet the needs of the whole community.  Most Sunday 

services except those early in the morning include hymns and music. Everyone is welcome at all services 

 

Service With A Smile  These Family Services are designed for all ages and with the needs  

Brampford Speke & Stoke Canon   of young children especially in mind.  They are informal and 

contemporary 

And Family Service Thorverton &  in style often including a children’s activity at the beginning; without  

Newton St Cyres   communion.  Services usually last about 35 minutes and are followed 

by  

  refreshments. 

 

Holy Communion  [C] Traditional service in contemporary language [one hour] 

Holy Communion  [BCP] Traditional service in traditional language [one hour] 

Service of The Word  [SW]  Morning or Evening Service [without communion] in 

  contemporary language, often Lay-Led 

Morning Prayer  [BCP] Traditional Morning Service [Mattins] from the Book of 

  Common Prayer [about an hour] 

Evening Prayer or [BCP] Traditional Evening Service from the Book of Common 

Choral Evensong  Prayer [about an hour] 

 

Daily Morning & Evening Prayer in the Netherexe Parishes 
 

 

For daily services the format is generally Book of Common Prayer at Thorverton and Common Worship elsewhere, and the 

timing is about 20-30 minutes.  All are welcome. 

Morning Prayer is said on Mondays at 9.10pm in Stoke Canon church (during the school term, this takes the form of 

Collective Worship for Stoke Canon C. of E. School); on Tuesdays at 9.00am in Stoke Canon Chapel; In Thorverton at 7.30am 

on many weekdays and at 9.00am on Saturdays.  For a list of the days this month on which Morning Prayer will be said at 

Thorverton, please see the notice posted in the church porch at Thorverton and on the website [go to churches section then 

select Thorverton] 

Holy Communion [BCP] is celebrated on one Wednesday in each month at Thorverton at 9.30am; please see the notice in the 

church porch at Thorverton and on the website for this month’s date 

Evening Prayer is said on Tuesdays at 6.00pm in Rewe church and on Thursdays at 5.00pm in Newton St Cyres church. 

 

Variations:   None  

   

Who’s Who …..? Abbreviations Key 

DD The Revd  Preb Douglas Dettmer Rector   01392 860332 

SS The Revd  Preb Sue Sheppard  Associate Minister 01392 841284 

JD The Revd  Julia Dallen   Assistant Curate 01392 861145  

DC The Revd  Dave Carrington   Assistant Curate 01392 841275 

 

Family Services of the Word marked ☺ are led by Lay Teams 

 

For more information about the Netherexe Parishes please see www.netherexe.org or contact: 

 

Mrs Margaret Lowe [Administrator] 

Tel: 07594 714590 - Tuesday & Thursday [08:30 – 16:30] 

Email: margaret.admin@netherexe.org 

Correspondence:  The Netherexe Parishes, PO Box 734, Stoke Canon, Exeter, EX5 4WP. 

 

In Touch:  Each month we publish details of all church services, events and activities in our information leaflet called “In 

Touch”.  It is free and printed copies can be found in all of our churches but it is also available on-line from our website at 

www.netherexe.org  or if you would prefer to receive a copy by email, simply send your details to our Administrator  

Margaret Lowe at margaret.admin@netherexe.org  and you will be added to the monthly email distribution list. 

 

Would you like a lift to church?  May we offer you a lift to the parish church or to a joint service elsewhere?  

For transport to Sunday services  from locations in Thorverton parish, please ring Steve Rendell on 01392 

860780.   

For transport to weekday Holy Communion at Thorverton please ring Margaret Turner -Warwick on 01392 

861173 

For transport from locations in Newton St Cyres parish please contact Mrs Charlotte Dyer on 01392 851618 

For transport from Rewe parish please contact Guy Sheppard on 01392 841284 

http://www.netherexe.org/
mailto:margaret.admin@netherexe.org
http://www.netherexe.org/
mailto:margaret.admin@netherexe.org
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Parish Letter 
 

Remember! Defend the weak and the vulnerable. 

 

I hope to be in the Falkland Islands for the first week 

of November as some of you are reading this article. 

Having a husband who was there 30 years ago, 

during the war, I hope my visit will give me some 

idea of the situation, all those years ago, and of what 

it has meant for the men and women there, both the 

servicemen and the islanders.  

 

Every year during November, we take time to 

remember those who have died in the line of duty in 

Her Majesty's Armed Forces, protecting the weak 

and the vulnerable in our society from oppression or 

persecution. It is now possible for the perpetrators of 

atrocities to act from afar, or to infiltrate our society 

and get up close to us where we are vulnerable. So 

some men and women are deployed in places where 

our enemies are based, and some work undercover to 

expose traitors nearer to home. We have forces who 

we believe will protect us. They seek to protect the 

innocent in places where terrorists blur the 

boundaries of the front line. This is always 

controversial and different people will see deaths 

from different perspectives. But it is rare for us to see 

our forces as aggressive, rather we see them as 

defensive. 

 

In doing his duty, each serviceman goes out knowing 

that he or she may be killed, but they go anyway. We 

have to wonder why, since we do not go ourselves. 

But it takes people of very special gifts to go and do 

this sort of work. Many of us would not be any good 

at it, so we rely on those who can, and volunteer to 

do so. They are all heroes and we should not forget 

that. When one is killed in the line of duty, they have 

paid the ultimate sacrifice. They have given their life 

so that we might have greater safety. None of us 

should like war, and none of us would encourage it. It 

is pertinent that our armed forces come under the 

Government Department of Defence, not the 

Department of War. 

 

Christ came to defend the weak and the poor. He was 

up against several factions who were trying to keep 

the people under their power or influence. To find 

someone telling the people they had value in God's 

eyes, and that God loved them all, and they could 

come to God directly, brought conflict from the 

religious authorities. People had been given complex 

rituals to get closer to God, for which the religious 

authorities alone were the guardians. Telling people 

that they could be free in a country ruled by a foreign 

state which kept people in subjection, was a threat to 

the Roman governors. This did not stop Jesus doing 

what he knew to be right and challenging people's 

thinking, even though it made him a thorn in the side 

of the rulers, and it led to his death. But he did not 

run away from his calling, he did as God asked, he 

was willing to give up his life for the sake of us all. 

 

No one aims to die, only to protect the poor and 

oppressed. But sometimes death is the result. God 

asks us to give up our life, meaning our selfish 

interests, and to do as Christ did, to speak out for 

those without a voice, to protect the weak and 

innocent, to care for those who are in need, and not to 

think about ourselves, not to think about whether we 

have enough time, or the resources, or the strength, 

but to give generously of ourselves. Going to church 

and praying a lot, does not get us into heaven, it only 

helps us to do the things God asks of us. Christ 

showed us it is possible. In his resurrection we see 

that to die is not the end, there is an eternal life which 

is open to all, we can gain it only by accepting this 

calling to do and be as Christ was, the servant of all. 

 

Julia Dallen 

 

Baptist Church 
Douce France... 
 

Fiona and I have just got back from a two week trip 

to our daughter's in the South of France. I am 

embarrassed to tell you that while Devon was 

experiencing torrential rain and floods we enjoyed a 

fortnight of blue skies and warm sunshine, spending 

most of our time outdoors and entertaining friends to 

meals and cups of tea in the garden. We visit 

Monteux, near Avignon, every year, in order to look 

after our two grand-daughters (aged seven and 

twelve) while their parents swan off to some exotic 

destination. This year it was Corfu, where 

unfortunately they fared no better concerning the 

weather than on their previous year's visit to Cuba. 

 

We are pleased to report that we carried out our 

duties (mainly conveying the girls to and from 

school) efficiently and without incident. It was a 

relief to hand them back to their parents in one piece 

- mission accomplished. 

 

We lived as a family in that part of the world - at 

Sorgues, between Avignon and Orange on the N7 - 

from 1975 to 1999. I was pastor of a small 

Evangelical Free Church and also taught English, to 

engineers mostly. When we moved to Devon we 

were pleased that one of our daughters, married to a 

local, stayed behind to maintain our links with that 

area. Each time we go back we renew friendships and 

contacts from those years. So we were happy to meet 

up with Henri, who lost his wife a few months ago 
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after a 15-year-long struggle with cancer. Our 

families were very close for a number of years. They 

were members of our church and we often spent 

Christmas together. Our friend is still struggling to 

come to terms with his loss, though he is well 

supported by his family and the family of the church. 

 

In church on our first Sunday morning we were 

thrilled to see other former parishioners. And what an 

encouragement it was to note that their grand 

children, the third generation, were involved in the 

youth group and committed to the Christian faith. 

This was an extended family who had gone through 

many trials during our years in Sorgues. One member 

had died of cancer after several gruelling years of 

distressing illness, another had drowned during a 

fishing trip,a younger member had tragically lost 

twin sons. This last incident was particularly 

poignant. The young woman was exceptionally great 

with child and we had been teasing her on the Sunday 

morning in church as to how long she could go on. 

The next day the little boys were still-born and one of 

the saddest duties of my life was to conduct the 

funeral service in their home in front of two tiny 

coffins with the babies' bodies delicately wrapped in 

cotton wool. 

 

Our French liturgy says that a burial service should 

do two things - comfort those who mourn and 

announce the resurrection. I was privileged to do that 

many times during our years in France. I remember 

preaching to some 200 people gathered at the 

graveside of one of our members, a pillar of the 

church, and asking the question "And who will take 

her place?" I was very moved when her daughter, at 

the exit from the cemetery, said to me "I will take my 

mother's place." And she did. 

 

So it has been, as usual, a time of rich fellowship and 

reminiscence for us. We have enjoyed the meals that 

people kindly invited us to - sometimes with a huge 

"apero" beforehand - and spending hours at table, 

which is such an important aspect of Mediterranean 

culture. Above all, it has reminded us of the universal 

nature of the Body of Christ - not just Thorverton, 

not just Tiverton or Devon, but transcending 

language and culture in a universal family. 

 

Maurice Harrison 
 

Ladies Group 
November 8

th
  Meeting at Beryl’s ( Moss Bank, 

School Lane ) at 7-30pm, when Sandie Jones will be 

talking about Crystal Healing. 

 

December 6
th
 (please note –not the usual date) 

Meeting at Claire’s ( Southbrook The Green ) at 7-

30pm when Elspeth will be demonstrating Christmas 

Flower Decorations. Details in next month’s Focus. 

 

Phyllis Langdon 

 

 

Nature Notes 
 

In the garden, down among the fruit trees in 

September, badgers had been very active digging 

dung pits in which to do their toilet. Dung pits signal 

the boundary of their territory but the pits are not 

necessarily made there all the time or not of a density 

as they were in September. I got down close to have a 

look at the contents and saw lots of cereal grains 

within the dung which was whiffy. A few days later I 

could smell where the badgers had been before I’d 

got as far as the dung pits. By early October the 

digging and depositing activity had died down. Out 

of curiosity I will keep a record to see if there is a 

pattern to the appearance of dung pits. 

 

While working at Beechings Way, Scott Hasler found 

a Pale Tussock moth caterpillar, one of my 

favourites, very colourful and a complete contrast to 

the adult moth which is rather plain. The caterpillar 

was a base green colour, off-white tufts of hair along 

its body with the flourish of a dark pink tail tuft. I let 

it go on our hedge and was last seen crawling up the 

branch of hazel and very close to oak, blackthorn and 

other native trees and shrubs, so it should find 

something to its liking to eat as it had a bit more 

growing to do. Pale Tussock caterpillars can also be 

yellow and some of a cinnamon hue. If you attended 

the quiz at the W.I. Hut recently you will remember 

this is the caterpillar that is also known as a hop-dog 

due to its abundance in the Kent hop fields years ago 

and before the introduction of insecticides. 

 

In spring, I confess we had a bit of fun at the expense 

of the pesky grey squirrels who take peanuts from the 

bird feeder. My husband made up a very thin metal 

pole with an arm to hold the peanut feeder and placed 

it well away from bushes, thinking the squirrels could 

not get at the nuts. Wrong- they still managed to 

shimmy up the pole. So to plan B, grease the pole 

with cooking oil. It was so funny watching the 

squirrels get so far up the pole to slide back down to 

earth and stand there with a confused look on their 

face.  

 

After the spring born squirrel babies have grown, the 

squirrel clan (up to three) stop visiting the peanut 

feeder and I guess they are finding food from the 

hedgerows. Since early August I have seen them 

several times down the garden among the trees. On 
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one occasion I saw one making off with an apple in 

its jaws, plucked from one of our cooker trees and 

several times I’ve been scolded for entering their 

territory. On 30
th
 September I heard strange 

squeaking noises. It was windy and I thought it could 

be tree branches rubbing together but then I saw two 

young squirrels at play in an ash tree. Grey squirrels 

have two breeding seasons, so the youngsters at play 

were from an early summer litter.   

 

In case you haven’t heard, Autumnwatch returns to 

BBC TV on Tuesday 30
th
 October. I’m one of those 

who love Springwatch and Autumnwatch and always 

learn something new from watching the programmes.   

        

Jenny Garne  

   

Thorverton Co-operative Trust 
Ltd 
 

Please read the article below and consider whether 

you might be able to play a part in maintaining – or 

even improving – some of the vital services that we 

have here in Thorverton.  Once gone, they can be a 

long time gone. Ed. 

 

Our AGM will take place on Wed November 21st at 

7.45pm at Thorverton WI Hut. The annual 

financial report will be presented for approval, and 

the Council/committee for the coming year will be 

elected. There will be at least one vacancy on the 

Council so please consider whether you could fill 

that. Contact me or another Council member if you 

want to know more about what that involves. If you 

would like to be considered for Council membership, 

applications must be received before the AGM. There 

are not usually more than four Council meetings a 

year.  

 

Our TCT business manager, who looks after 

newspaper and magazine sales and orders, will be 

retiring in the foreseeable future. This is not an early 

morning job but can be done at any time during the 

working day. It could and probably should, be shared 

between two or three people.   There is also a 

vacancy for the Friday morning unpacking and 

selling of papers etc.    Most of our shop and PO staff 

are paid a modest amount for their time. Ours is a 

community shop, run for and by the community, so 

we need more help from YOU please. We may not 

be able to open for business every day as now, or in 

the same way, if no one offers to do this work. And 

without a profitable newspaper business, we won’t be 

able to support our post office. 

 

We now have in stock plenty of postage and packing 

materials for Christmas as well as wrapping paper, 

gift tags and cards – most of our Christmas cards are 

sold in aid of Hospiscare. We are also collecting used 

postage stamps in aid of Hospiscare. 

 

So please: 

 think about whether you can help us more 

and contact one of us 

 come to the AGM on Nov 21
st
 

 use our shop and post office as much as 

possible  

 become a TCT member and encourage your 

friends, family and neighbours to do the 

same 

 

Heather Kershaw     01392 860419                                        

Chair and Membership Secretary TCT Ltd           

 

Jill Blewett, Bryony Coles, Royston Kershaw, Steve 

Rendell, Allison Toogood            TCT Ltd Council 

 

Please also see the latest recommended posting dates 

for Christmas on Page 27 of this month’s Focus – 

Ed. 

 

I Don’t Believe It 
 

We often deride our justice system and the apparent 

disconnect between the crime and resulting 

punishment, but the example below, seen on a recent 

holiday, amused me. How on earth did the local 

authority decide on a fine of €34.17 for swimming in 

the sea? 

 

 
 

Occasionally I scan the pages of The Economist. At 

£4.20 it’s one of the most compact yet expensive 

weekly publications on the stall. Perhaps you just 

have to be an economist to afford it. 
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This year’s beach must-have is surely the Kindle and 

similar tablet devices. Little surprise that in some 

localities book shops are now closing at a faster rate 

than pubs. With downloads so inexpensive, the long 

term future for our treasured public libraries must 

also be in doubt. 

 

Following the recent flooding of the Memorial Hall 

car park, would it not now be a good idea to 

incorporate a small marina for patients and staff 

motor yachts in surgery plans?    

 

Commentator  

 

Golf Society 
 

Golfer’s Society Of Thorverton 

 

Sunday 9
th

 September, 2012 

 

On a good day for golf the scoring reflected the 

conditions with Chris Harlow showing the way with 

20 pts and a 2.5 cut to his handicap. Joint runners-up 

were John Mann and Geoff Bulley with 19 pts. 

Having played in the same group neither was aware 

that the other was challenging and both claimed they 

would have tried even harder had they realised. 

Mmm…? In fourth place was David Harlow while 

most others compiled scores they were pleased with. 

 

The Donna-Y moment came from Paul Richards with 

one of those all too common moments when a player 

reaches over to tap in a very short putt and stubs the 

ground instead. Oops. 

 

Sunday 30
th

 September, 2012 

 

A sizeable group of eager golfers, including Dave 

Ashworth on a welcome return to golf and a young 

chap from Vancouver on a family visit in the area, 

descended upon, or rather climbed up to, the new 

back nine at Newton Golf, known as Sweetham Hills. 

For most this was the first time and they found that 

the 10
th
 (1

st
 on the day) lives up to the claim on the 

radio advert that it provides a challenge to golfers of 

all abilities. You can say that again. It provides a 

challenge to golfers of all abilities. The fairway is 

divided into five different curving terraces so that the 

tee shot becomes something of a lottery as well as 

providing a variety of routes along which to pull ones 

trolley. Some players were lucky, others were not as 

a number of golf balls were never to be seen again. 

 

One player who mastered the 10
th
 was Paul Richards 

and he won the day with a superb 18 pts for a one 

shot cut. Second was Jim Chappelle on 16, followed 

by two players on 14, John Mann and Chris Harlow. 

 

There were a number of entries for the Donna-Y 

moment. The first was Jonathan from Vancouver 

who, having been offered a lift to the course, 

proceeded to open the driver’s door. Understandable, 

but still a worthy Donna-Y contestant. Then there 

was Dave Harlow who was at pains to make sure 

everyone had the correct score card for the back nine 

only to find that he wasn’t sure his own was the right 

one. But pride of place went to John Mann who, 

although drawn to play in the third group, decided to 

tee up in the middle of the second group. Always 

keen to make an impression of some sort is our John, 

bless ‘im. 

 

Sunday 14
th

 October, 2012 

 

Texas Scramble day. Now, your scribe knows you 

know that a Texas Scramble is not a form of egg for 

breakfast or something done on a motorbike so will 

not explain further. Four teams of three players each 

took part in sunny, crisp conditions that made for golf 

of a similar nature. 

 

Two groups managed to get around in 37 shots but 

after the handicaps were built into the equation the 

winning team was that of Scott Hasler, Paul Richards 

and Chris Harlow with a net score of 33.65. In 

second place were Jim Chappelle, Dave Harlow and 

Geoff Bulley with 34.06. Naturally, that had all three 

looking back and regretting that one missed putt or 

loose shot that made the difference, completely 

forgetting, as golfers are prone to do, that the winners 

could probably describe similar mishaps. 

 

Donna-Y moments were not hard to spot. Paul 

Richards’ elegant outfit of plus-fours, accessorised 

by sludge coloured socks, multi-coloured braces and 

a checked shirt, drew the immediate attention of the 

adjudicator, while Ken Galvin’s moment of absent 

mindedness when looking in every pocket for his ball 

marker, only to be reminded that he had just used it 

to mark a team mate’s ball, caused much merriment. 

 

However, being aware that there has been no mention 

recently of the antics of Phil Beasley, one of his 

moments was declared moment of the day. On the 7
th
 

tee, a par 3, his mis-swung club ploughed into the 

turf some six inches before reaching where the ball 

should have been. Why “should have”? Well, the 

clubhead removed a clump of turf which in turn 

removed the ball from its perch on the tee so that by 

the time the club head arrived there was no ball to 

strike. There was a second moment from Phil which 

involved a shout of what sounded to those within 

earshot, ie those within half a mile, thought was 
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“wake up!”, but which we later discovered was 

something entirely unsuitable for this publication. 

 

Don’t forget, there are two Sunday events each 

month. If you can swing a club and hit a ball with it, 

why not join in the fun. All are welcome. Details at 

The Exeter. 

 

G.S. Potter 

 

Legal Eagle 
Some readers may recall the story which received 

considerable media attention back in 2009. The story 

concerned a man named Paul Bint who carried out a 

number of successful charades over a thirty year 

period posing, in turn, as a hospital consultant, army 

officer, ballet dancer, earl, merchant banker and 

finally, the Director of Public Prosecutions. 

 

Deceptions of this nature are not uncommon and are 

often the subject of favourable treatment on both 

television and in the cinema. 

 

Fraud, for that is what it comes down to, can take 

many forms and the law has often struggled to come 

to terms with the ingenuity of those engaged in 

fraudulent conduct. 

 

The latest attempt is to be found in the provision of 

the Fraud Act 2006 which abolished a number of 

offences under the Theft Act 1968 and created new 

offences designed to remedy the deficiencies of the 

previous law. 

 

The main offences defined by the 2006 Act are: 

Fraud by false representation S2; fraud by failing to 

disclose information S3; fraud by abuse of position 

S4; obtaining services dishonestly S11. 

 

S1 of the 2006 Act provides: 

 

(1) A person is guilty of fraud if he is breach of 
any of the sections listed in subsection (2). 

 

The sections listed in subsection 2 are S2, S3 and S4. 

 

S2 provides the offence of fraud by false 

representation which is committed when a person 

dishonestly makes a false representation; and 

intends, by making the representation, to make a gain 

for himself or another, or to cause loss to another or 

to expose another to a risk of loss. 

 

S2(3) defines a representation as any representation 

as to fact or law, including a representation as to the 

state of mind of the person making it or any other 

person. It can be made verbally or by conduct. For 

example when using your debit or credit card to 

make a purchase you impliedly represent that you 

have the authority of your bank or the person 

providing the credit to do so. If your authority has 

been withdrawn then the representation will be false. 

 

A fairly recent example of a false representation by 

conduct can be found in the case of Darwin and 

Darwin [2008]. It may be recalled that the husband 

‘disappeared‘ during a canoening trip. His wife 

subsequently made an insurance claim which was 

later discovered to be fraudulent after the two were 

found living in South America on the proceeds of the 

false claim. 

 

S3 provides the offence of fraud by dishonestly 

failing to disclose to another person information 

which he is under a legal duty to disclose and where 

he intends, by failing to disclose the information to 

make a gain for himself or another; or to cause loss 

to another or to expose another to the risk of loss.  

 

The duty to disclose may arise from a contractual 

relationship, as a result of legislation, e.g., Consumer 

Insurance (Disclosure and Representation) Act 2012, 

as a result of trade custom or usage, from the 

existence of a fiduciary relationship between the 

parties or because the transaction in question is one 

of the utmost good faith.  

 

Both sections 2 and 3 require the representation to 

have been made dishonestly. This takes us back to a 

test mentioned in previous articles dealing with theft, 

namely the test formulated in Ghosh [1982]. Was the 

representation dishonest according to the standards of 

a reasonable and honest person? If so, did the 

accused realise that a reasonable and honest person 

would regard what he did as dishonest?  Clearly, one 

only needs to address the second limb where the 

answer to the first limb is ‘yes‘, and  the accused 

states that he was unaware that a reasonable and 

honest person would regard his conduct as dishonest. 

 

Ghosh, it will be recalled, was a hospital consultant 

who falsely claimed that money was owed to him for 

an operation. He was convicted of obtaining property 

by deception contrary to s15 Theft Act 1968 (now 

repealed). In the event that a similar situation were to 

occur today the claimant would be prosecuted under 

S2 and/or 3 of the Fraud Act 2006. S2 because he has 

falsely represented that he is entitled to the money 

and S3 as he is under a contractual duty to disclose 

correct information regarding the operations carried 

out. 

 

Next month we will look at Ss 4 and 11. 

 

Clive Hamblin                                                               
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Devon Oil Collective 
 

You could save money on your oil bills with the 

Devon Oil Collective.  The Citizen's Advice Bureau 

has just launched its Big Energy Saving campaign to 

help people save money on their fuel bills. 

 

The Devon Oil Collective is an ethical social 

enterprise project run by the Community Council of 

Devon that can reduce the cost of your domestic 

heating oil by around £50 per 1000 litres of oil.  By 

collating members’ orders once a month the oil 

collective is able to use the power of bulk-buying to 

get the best possible price for you. Since its launch in 

February it has achieved an average saving of 4.9 

pence per litre against the average prices found. 

 

All you need to do to take advantage of this scheme 

is to pay an annual membership, from as little as £24, 

which will cover as many orders as you need during 

the year.  The membership charge goes towards 

covering the administrative costs of running the 

project.  Any surplus from the Devon Oil Collective 

will go directly towards supporting the charitable 

work of the Community Council of Devon. 

 

Once you have paid your membership fee, you will 

be provided with an order form. Orders can be placed 

through a local co-ordinator (if there is one in your 

area) or directly to the Community Council of 

Devon. Order deadlines are usually 12 noon on the 

first Thursday of every month.  Once your order is 

received, you can sit back and relax as we negotiate 

the best price from a range of suppliers. You will 

then be notified of the price per litre by either your 

local co-ordinator (if you have one) or the 

Community Council of Devon.  Deliveries are 

usually made between 5 and 10 working days after 

the order deadline, and you pay the supplier directly. 

 

The Devon Oil Collective needs local co-ordinators 

to help run the scheme. The role involves, promoting 

the scheme in your local area, and collecting orders 

each month.  In return they offer you free 

membership to the Devon Oil Collective.   

 

If you are interested in becoming a member or even a 

local co-ordinator, please call 01392 248919 or email 

oilscheme@devonrcc.org.uk. 

 

Twenty-Five Years Ago  

Focus October 1987 
 

Ringing Roundabout 

In keeping with the upsurge at national level of interest in Church Bell Ringing, it seems that locally the popularity 

of campanology is definitely on the increase. This is evident since during the last month the tower has been visited 

by six different teams of ringers and we have heard some ringing of a very high order. 

 

Also in keeping with the national trend, ladies are coming to the fore, one of our visiting teams being “all ladies” 

from Devon and Somerset. The other teams came from Norwich, Exeter, Plymstock, Kingsbridge and Modbury. 

Equally, there is no age limit either end of the scale, and size, shape and vital statistics are no barrier! Maybe we 

have some trendy types in Thorverton who want to be really “with it” and , in keeping with the “in thing”, take up 

campanology!  

 

The Thorverton team know and appreciate their many supporters, but equally, have respect for the small minority 

who consider us a nuisance and so restrict our practise to one hour, when we have their indulgence. 

 

On Saturday Oct 21
st
, we rang wedding bells for a member of our team, Tom Sercombe from Silverton, who was 

married at 10-30am. And joined us (without his wife) to ring his wedding bells at 11-30am!! 

 

Congratulations and best wishes to Tom and Susanne. (The bride realised her husband’s priorities all too soon)  

On November 8
th
, we intend to ring the bells half muffled in honour of those who gave their lives in the two world 

wars. 

 

Emily Aird 

mailto:oilscheme@devonrcc.org.uk
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Thorverton School PTFA 

 
Katie Vanstone, on behalf of Thorverton PTFA 

 

TADS 
 

Don’t miss the TADS pantomime on 13, 14 

and 15 December at the Memorial Hall.  

Tickets will be on sale from 12 November – 

phone 860489.  This year’s production has 

been written specially for TADS by Jane 

Peyton Jones.  Oh no it wasn’t...oh yes it 

was... 
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Ploughing Match 
We held a very successful event in September thanks to numerous factors, none more importantly than the 

weather!!  The venue proved to be an excellent choice being on the edge of Crediton, by kind permission of Mr & 

Mrs Henry Parker and the Mortimer family.  There were 51 ploughmen battling to compete for the many classes 

and those all important cups. The ploughing horses were such a spectacular sight demonstrating their skills so 

gracefully and stealing the show for many. We must say a huge thank you to all our numerous sponsors and 

supporters without whom we would not have been able to hold the event.  

 

If anyone who attended the show would like to get involved for next year then please do contact 

either our secretary Mrs Julie Davie 01363 772309. 

 
Here are the winners of the Annual Cheriton Fitzpaine & District ploughing match and produce show: 

Cheriton Ftizpaine & District Ploughing Association Perpetual Cup / Champion ploughman winner – Mr R. Irving 

Perpetual Netherexe Cup / reversible plough class winner– Mr G. Bulled 

W & S Tonkin Perpetual Trophy / Semi-digger class winner – Mr R. Glanville 

Perpetual Cup / best ploughing by YFC member – Mr Sam Reed 

W J Lee Perpetual Memorial Trophy / best kept tractor & equipment – Mr R. Heaman 

Stockleigh House Perpetual Challenge Cup / local exhibitor or competitor gaining most points in any of classes – 

Mrs H. Cheriton 

Black Dog Perpetual Challenge Cup /YFC member gaining most points in any of the classes 

Challenge Cup / Competitor with the best field of grass in local leys – Mr M. Crooke 

Perpetual Cup for exhibitor gaining most points in hay/silage/specimen roots & corn – Mr R Stoyle 

Pauls Agricultural Challenge Cup / exhibitor gaining most points for samples of corn – Mr M Crooke and Mr R 

Stoyle 

Reg Pike Memorial Rosebowl / Most outstanding exhibit in flower and vegetable classes – A Bickley 

Challenge Trophy / Exhibitor gaining most points in produce classes – Mrs H Cheriton 

Perpetual Family Challenge Cup / Any 2 members in the same household jointly winning highest number of points 

in any classes – H & E Cheriton 

Bibby Perpetual Trophy / best sample of corn in classes 34 – 38 – Mr M Crooke 

Nora Kingdon Perpetual Memorial Trophy / competitor gaining most points in adult cake/sponge classes – S. 

Bulled 

Hosegood Junior Champion Perpetual Trophy / junior competitor 16yrs & under gaining most points – C. Stoyle 

Reg Bulled Perpetual Cup / winner of vintage class – Mr C. Heard 

Cleverdons Cup / winner of class 1 – Mr R. Irving 

Cleverdons Cup / winner of class 3 – Mr G Henson 

Junior Schools Challenge Cup – Most junior points (new for 2012) - Thorverton School 
 

Photos and text by Sarah and Stuart Turner 
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Women’s Institute 
 

The following report sadly missed getting into 

September’s Focus, but for the record here it is now: 

 

August at the WI 

Although several people were on holiday enjoying 

the English summer, the members who did attend the 

August meeting were treated to a journey through 

America.  A very full and colourful talk was given by 

Marion Crang.  With maps, books, souvenirs and 

anecdotes which Marion had collected while 

travelling, she gave us a thoroughly enjoyable 

evening. 

 

Paddy Milford 

 

And here is the report on October’s activities at the 

WI: 

 

October at the WI 

For our October meeting we had a most interesting 

talk by Anne Vardy on her work as a VSO, teacher 

training in Eritrea. 

 

Eritrea is a small country neighbouring Ethiopia, 

from which it gained independence in 1993.  Its 

capital is Asmara and its population is four million 

people. 

 

Anne was to live in a rural village and food was quite 

basic, mainly rice, pasta, onions, tomatoes and eggs 

from local chickens.  The only meat was from goats. 

 

Her supervisors were told “someone was coming”, 

but did not seem to know why.  However, she was 

given a desk in the corner and soon realised the 

teachers did not know how to teach, simply making 

children copy from the blackboard.  She soon 

discovered a variety of books in a cupboard which 

had never been used, so was able to introduce the 

children first to pictures and colour and on to the joy 

of reading.  There were between 65 and 70 children 

in a class.  Anne had twelve schools to visit and 

could sometimes walk to three different ones in a 

day, carrying a pink umbrella against the sun rather 

than the rain. 

 

We were also shown a primitive stove and utensils 

used in their coffee making ceremonies which is a 

most important part of Eritrean life – daily and also 

for births, christenings, marriages and almost every 

other occasion.  Hospitality was amazing among the 

local people and food willingly shared.  Anne said 

that she found the work hard but really enjoyable, 

and she spent two happy years there.   

 

After her talk, members joined in a circle of Eritrean 

dance, which caused some amusement and certainly 

loosened up our ageing muscles and bones. 

 

A truly enjoyable evening, thank you Anne. 

 

Doreen Beer 

 

 

Election for Police and Crime 
Commissioner 
I trust that you will have noticed that Thursday 15

th
 

November is our chance to vote for the person to be 

Police and Crime Commissioner for the Devon and 

Cornwall police area.  I am sure that many of you, 

like me, will not have been over-excited at this 

prospect, and may even be doubting the wisdom of 

making such a post electable when we, the voters, 

can know so little of the relative suitabilities of the 

candidates.  Nevertheless, it is our opportunity to be 

part of a democratic process and so I would urge you 

to find out more about the candidates by going to 

www.choosemypcc.org.uk or phoning 0800 107 0708 

for details. 

 

Review 
 

Show of Hands – Wake The Union 

 

The Greatest Ever Devonian[s] have brought out 

another CD.  I might even say “long awaited”, 

because it is some three years since this prolific trio 

(formerly a duo) brought out their last CD of new 

numbers.  This one has a clear Anglo-American 

theme, with several numbers having an American 

feel to them, musically if not lyrically. 

 

I have only listened to the CD a few times since it 

arrived last week, but my first impressions are that 

this is the sort of CD that more people might like 

than just the usual Show of Hands devotees, but for 

me it doesn’t quite have the sharpness of lyric and 

social observation as some of their earlier material 

such as Roots or Country Life. 

 

As always though, the musicianship is excellent, 

including Martin Simpson and BJ Cole amongst a 

host of guest musicians, and the CD does contain one 

song of particular local interest in “Home to a 

Million Thoughts”, written for the Royal Albert 

Memorial Museum in Exeter and with thanks 

recorded to Jacqui Channon.   

http://www.choosemypcc.org.uk/


Focus on Thorverton  Vol. 43 No 10 - November 2012 

 

24 

Thorverton and District History 
Society 
 

 
 

Our first talk after the “summer” recess, entitled Bell 

Ringing, was given by Dr Ian Campbell. With the aid 

of a hastily assembled belfry, a set of shining brass 

hand bells and archive sounds we were informed and 

entertained. 

 

Bells are made of bell metal, a valuable alloy of 

approximately 70% copper and 30% tin.  Stoke 

Canon church found it impossible to insure their new 

bells in the interval between unloading and 

installation, necessitating a night watch by 

parishioners. Prior to heavy haulage, bells were often 

cast by itinerant foundry men in the “Bell Field” 

adjoining the church.  

 

Frequency or pitch is determined by size, larger bells 

producing lower notes. The pitch of early “maiden” 

bells was by trial and error, but the advent of the 

lathe enabled the removal of metal to obtain the exact 

pitch. One of Exeter Cathedrals bells, dating before 

the Fire of London, was tuned by chipping the edge. 

In the late 1800’s it was realised that a bell does not 

produce a single pitch, but radiates a range of 

frequencies, requiring careful tuning. Fitting half-

mufflers to clappers also affords more mournful 

tones for solemn occasions. 

 

Members were then challenged to identify the 

number of bells being rung by listening to sample 

tracks from St Peter’s Tiverton (8 bells), St 

Marychurch (10) and Exeter Cathedral (12), which 

has the second heaviest bell in the world at almost 4 

tons. The movement of such weights places great 

stresses and strains on structures, occasionally 

resulting in cracking of the tower, as recently 

occurred at Upton Pyne.  

 

The more bells available the more combinations are 

possible, in geometric progression – two bells 

allowing but two options, 3 bells 6, 4 bells 24 and so 

on up 8 bells allowing 40320 combinations without 

repetition.  Volunteers from the audience impressed 

us with their quick grasp of method ringing, the eight 

handbells being deftly swopped and exchanged until 

number one bell had completed its journey to the end 

of the row.  

 

Until the early 17
th
 century Devon was a backwater 

of call-change ringing, but a group of evangelical 

method ringers encouraged conversion to method 

ringing. The Guild of Devonshire Ringers was 

subsequently formed in 1874 and today amicably 

coexists with the Devon Association of Ringers. 

 

Barrie Phillips 

 

People are invited to bring along any item of local 

historical interest that they might have to 

November’s meeting of the History Society.  So, 

please look in the attic to see what interesting item 

you might have, and be ready to share that at the 

meeting on Friday 23
rd

 November, at 7.30pm in the 

WI Hut.  The success of this sort of evening is entirely 

dependent on what people bring. 

   

Exe Valley Film Society 
 

While this society is based in Brampford Speke, for 

those of you in Thorverton who have not attended 

one of its showings, I strongly recommend that you 

do.  I am sure that you will be made to feel most 

welcome, as I was when I attended – Ed.  

 

The Film Society is just coming to the end of its 

fourth year and continues to attract a loyal audience 

with its diverse range of films and relaxed, friendly 

atmosphere. We have always tried to contribute to 

other Brampford Speke village events and 

organisations.   

 

However, our coffers are running a little dry as the 

costs levied by our film supplier have risen 

considerably and we changed our pricing structure 

this year to make membership more affordable, but 
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have slightly shot ourselves in the foot as we are 

finding things financially challenging. 

 

What we badly need are more members – and we 

think at £25 a year, the membership rate isn’t bad. 

This covers 10 films (we don’t have a screening in 

August and we have an outdoor screening in July 

which is to generate more funds).  

 

We are holding our AGM in Brampford Speke 

village hall on Thursday 29
th
 November at 6.30 

(followed by our film at 8pm) and we would like all 

members (and interested non-members) to come 

along and help us generate ideas to sustain the 

society next year. 

 

Please give me a call or send me an email if you have 

any ideas. Thanks. 

Mary Greener, Chair. 840072  

mgreener@btinternet.com 

 

Garden Club 
Although the Garden Club is based in Upton Pyne, 

Thorverton villagers are most welcome to join.  

Please contact Roson 861205 if you are interested - 

Ed. 

 

At our last talk of the year on 15
th
 October we were 

pleased to welcome Allan French who spoke on 

“Autumn Colour in the Garden” and what a 

wonderful display of plants he brought with him to 

give us many ideas on how to keep our gardens full 

of colour during this season.  Allan worked initially 

for St Bridgets Nursery before going to Bicton but 

has been operating his own nursery since 1985. 

 

On 24
th
 November at 7.30pm in the Village Hall at 

Upton Pyne we shall be holding our annual Garden 

Club Dinner which is always a very pleasant way to 

end the year and is open to friends of the Garden 

Club.  The dinner will be followed by a “Call my 

Bluff” quiz with a horticultural slant. 

 

We do already have some talks lined up for 2013 and 

also hope to include two informal visits to Drogo and 

Killerton – further details will be announced at our 

AGM on 21
st
 January after which we are hoping that 

some of our members may give some informal short 

talks on their own gardens. 

 

Our Spring Show will be held on Saturday 27
th
 April 

next year and instead of a talk that month we will be 

holding an informal open Flower Arranging Session. 

 

Before the final Coffee Morning at Upton Pyne this 

year on Monday 3
rd

 December we shall be holding a 

short open session for Christmas Wreath making led 

by Nick Baker.  He will have the basic rings for sale 

so all you need then are your materials with which to 

decorate it.  

 

If anyone would like to have more details about the 

Garden Club please do give me a ring on 861 205.  

Our membership is now thriving but new members 

are always welcome. 

 

Ros Rowlerson 

 

 

TARTS 

 

 

Thorverton Amblers Ramblers and Trampers 

 

Future walks and events 

 

During the last few weeks we’ve welcomed some 

new faces on our walks, it’s great to see new people 

so why not come and join us. After a very damp and 

dismal summer we’ve been treated to some lovely 

autumn days, perfect for getting out and walking – 

let’s hope they continue for a little while yet. 

 

There is only one walk left in the current programme: 

 

Saturday 3
rd

 November 09.30 - walk led by Graeme 

 

On Tuesday 6
th
 November – there is a TARTS 

planning meeting at 8.15pm in the Exeter Inn.  

 

And on 22
nd

 December will be our Christmas walk 

during the day followed by our Christmas Meal at the 

Thorverton Arms – contact Caroline for more details. 

 

All walks meet opposite the church at 0930, and are 

suitable for dogs unless otherwise stated. Shorter 

walks are usually 4 – 6 miles in length and longer 

walks 6 – 9 miles, however precise details of each 

walk (length, gradient, lunch information etc) will be 

displayed approximately a week before the walk in 

the Old Post Office window and on the village notice 

board. If you would like to be included on the email 

list contact Caroline (861002) or Graeme (860203). 

 

mailto:mgreener@btinternet.com


Focus on Thorverton  Vol. 43 No 10 - November 2012 

 

26 

Harvest Supper, 19
th
 October 

 

 

 
 

Photos by John Spivey 

The Garden in November 

 

Remember, remember the 5
th
 of November 

Onions, garlic, sweet peas are the lot    

I see no reason, for this is the season 

That they should e`er be forgot. 

 

So it`s back to work.  This is the beginning of the 

gardener’s year.  In the veggie garden prepare a site 

for your overwintering onions and garlic.  This 

should be enriched with copious well-rotted compost.  

In fact, at work they are planted straight into well-

rotted organic horse manure, which has been sitting 

under cover in a heap all summer.  This then goes 

onto our no-dig plot and is made up into slightly 

raised beds.  The beds have just finished their 

summer crop of squash, mooli , asters or lettuce and 

need to be replenished for next season.  It is so 

important to replace the nutrient levels in the soil 

after a busy year`s growing.  You only get out of the 

soil what you put back.  I can`t emphasize enough the 

need to do this each year for most of your veg. plots.  

The exception being the root crop plot as these veg. 

do not like enriched soil; it tends to encourage 

division in the roots 

 

With no-dig beds, the idea is to leave the soil 

unturned.  We never stand on it so there is no 

compaction.  The beds are 1 metre wide with a 
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40cms path between.  These paths are also mulched 

and then firmly trodden down.  This allows them to 

be easily identified and the mulch acts very 

successfully as a weed suppressant.  Although the 

soil is never turned, at this stage we aerate the bed 

with a fork taking care not to turn the soil over.  It is 

then covered with a thick layer of compost and raked 

flat across the top, ready for planting.  Just 

remember, when planting your onion sets or garlic 

cloves, that they will be quite big as full grown 

plants, therefore do not be tempted to plant too close 

together.  I plant mine at 25 to 30cm apart and the 

same between rows.  This is considerably further 

apart than usually advised but because we are organic 

my best control of disease is air flow around the 

plants at the later part of their growth. 

 

If you wish to grow on your own sweet peas from 

seed you have saved, this is the time to plant them 

up.  Sweet peas are sown 4 seeds to an 8cm pot of 

compost.  Getting the consistency of the compost 

right is half the battle in long term seed growing as 

these plants will be in a pot until February.  

Therefore when scooping soil into a pot, I would 

advocate dropping it into the pot from above, letting 

it fall through your fingers.  This will sufficiently 

aerate the compost, aiding root growth and drainage.  

Fill the pot to the top and gently tamp down on a hard 

surface.  NO fingers involved! The soil should only 

drop about 2cm, if it goes further down, top it up 

again and tamp down once more.  Now place your 

seeds around the pot, about 2cm away from the edge 

and then just push them down about 2cm and water.  

After that, leave in a cool dry place, a green house is 

perfect; however they must have good mouse 

protection or else nothing will happen!!!  Keep damp 

but not sodden.  When the sweet peas come through, 

cut back when they get 4 or more nodes  to 2 or 3 

nodes.  This encourages them to bush out and be 

more vigorous when planted.  Keep doing this until 

planting in February or March.  No heating is 

required but if the temperature drops below 10 

degrees, I sometimes fleece them to protect the 

young foliage. 

 

In the rest of the veggie garden, clear up as much as 

you can.  Decide where next year`s potatoes are 

going and cover the ground with plenty of 

compost/manure which will be dug in next spring.  

Leaving it over winter helps the worms to become 

active and make a start on taking it down into the 

ground. 

 

November is the best month to plant out new trees, 

shrubs, roses and herbaceous plants.  This is because 

the soil is still reasonably warm and allows the new 

plants to settle in before the cold weather sets in and 

while the plant is dormant.  However the weather is 

unpredictable so, if it becomes cold sooner than usual 

or becomes too wet, be prepared to be flexible.  If 

new plants arrive and you are not able to plant 

immediately, either heel them into the ground in a 

suitable sheltered spot or store in a dry shed and wrap 

the roots with sacking or straw, not polythene, until 

you can safely plant them outside.  If it remains icy 

and continues for some time, you might have to wait 

until spring. 

                   

Whatever your jobs, enjoy your gardening and 

remember the new season has begun. 

                                                                                               
Lorraine Colebrook 

 

We walked the Two Moors Way   
 

Although I don’t have a list of “things to do before I 

die” this was something I had  wanted to do for a 

long time and kept putting off; but when I heard that 

my brother and his wife  were doing the South West 

Coast path, the sibling rivalry kicked in.  

 

 I chose as my “escort” my youngest son. This took 

no persuasion at all, he being a keen walker with a 

good knowledge of Dartmoor, and a very competent 

map reader. Michael, I would never have asked… “ I 

do enough walking each day on the farm !”  Our plan 

was to do the 100 odd miles in 4 goes, walking 

Friday evening and Saturday. 

 

Therefore, according to plan, we were dropped off at 

Ivybridge on a Friday evening in May. We were 

carrying the minimum essentials for a night on the 

moor, plus provisions and dry clothes. A 3 hour 

gentle climb along the miner’s old tramway took us 

to Redlake where we camped for the night. For me it 

was a cold and uncomfortable night, however, in 

good spirits we were walking again by 7am. 

 

Now on the “open moor” where map and compass 

skills are defiantly needed. It was a beautiful 

morning, with some steep downs, tricky river 

crossings, and some steep ups. We could see the 

coast at Teignmouth. The moor isn’t stocked as much 

as it once was and the moorland grass is thick, and 

the bracken very invasive; near farmsteads areas 

were blue with bluebells.Through Holne and onto the 

moor again, sheltering like sheep against rocks we 

lunched, we filled our water bottles from streams. We 

passed derelict tin mines, and the four fields, hearts, 

clubs, diamonds, spades, near the Warren Inn, which 

was our rendezvous. We had a cup of tea and waited 

with our boots off for Michael. 

 

It had been quite strenuous for me carrying a large 

ruck-sac, so it was lovely on another Friday 
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afternoon to be walking with just a small bag. We 

started were we left off on the N.E. side of Dartmoor, 

it was damp overhead and wet underfoot, but the 

scenery was lovely. Following the river Teign, 

climbing almost up to Castle Drogo,… through 

Drewsteignton .Walking through acres of land that 

was not farmed, just kept!! On the Dartmoor National 

park boundary, a monument (half a granite boulder) 

has been placed in memory of the man who created 

this walk in the 70’s. The other half we would find as 

we crossed on to Exmoor National park.  Leaving 

Dartmoor behind us we found phone reception 

enough to contact Michael’s sister where we were 

B&Bing for the night. The wet from walking through 

long grass had met the wet from the drizzle and we 

were pleased to change into something dry. 

 

 The morning was dry, the sun was shining, the birds 

were singing, what more could we ask for!!  This 

Mid-Devon stretch entailed a lot of road walking; but 

unsurprisingly the footpaths also took us past fine 

country houses I didn’t know existed, and up to most 

Churches. Late morning, and we got caught in a 

heavy shower, so we stopped at The London Inn, 

Morchard Bishop, for a cup of tea; and signed the 

“Two Moors Way walkers book” This was farmed 

country now, corn beginning to come into ear, grass 

cut for silage.  The undulating hills of Mid-Devon are 

really quite steep when you’re walking them, and 

although the way is very well marked, it was tough 

going, and when I say I’ve never been so pleased to 

see Witheridge on the horizon you’ll understand how 

tired we were!!! Michael arrived with a hot flask of 

tea.  

 

It was hot and muggy when we got out of the car, 

some weeks later. Witheridge Church clock said 

4pm.  Five minutes into the walk and we realized that 

our one mobile phone had been left in the car. Totally 

unworried by the fact that we had no phone or clock, 

we kept moving. This part of the route, after about 

2miles, led us onto high ridge roads, where we had 

views of Dartmoor over one hedge and Exmoor over 

the other .In a beautiful beech lined green lane a dog 

joined us, pleased as anything to be going for a 

walk!, but after about 2 miles, and the busy North 

Devon Link road ahead, we were concerned it would 

never turn back!!!   The choice at the A 361 is a ½ 

mile detour to use the viaduct, or “dash” across the 

busy road. We decided to “dash” and were able to 

give the dog the slip.    Approaching Knowstone you 

pass this huge granite stone carved with the words 

“Celebrating 2000 years of Christianity”.  We filled 

our water bottles at Knowstone Church, and asking 

the time realized we were going to be early for our 

rendezvous. At the Jubilee Inn on the old South 

Molton road we phoned my brother and re-arranged 

our pick-up point…... Refreshed by Steven’s 

hospitality, and confirming with Michael our time 

and place for that afternoon, we set off again by 

7.30am. 

 

Up ---up to Hawkridge then down to Tarr Steps to 

cross the river Barle, which we then follow all the 

way to Withypool. Here we lunched. Up again on to 

open moor, compass needed to take us over the Barle 

again. I must say the water in the Barle tastes better 

than any you can buy!   It was good to see the 

indigenous breeds on the moor, the Exmoor pony and 

the Exmoor horn sheep; and we heard the cuckoo a 

lot, a bird we rarely hear at Thorverton now. Open 

moor, and so different to Dartmoor, deep cleaves cut 

by the Ice-age, and so quiet, except for the sky lark. 

On to the place where we were to meet Michael.  

Seeing as we had no clock, our ETA was pretty 

exact, and we had hardly got comfortable against the 

Beech hedge before Michael arrived with the promise 

of an ice-cream at Dulverton.  (That Saturday we 

crossed the river Barle 3 times on foot, once in the 

car and 4 more times when it was mixed with the 

Exe, before we got to Ratcliffe). 

 

It was September before weather and work let us 

walk again! This last leg was just a one-day walk, so 

a farm sale in North Devon was the perfect place for 

Michael to spend his day before he picked us up from 

Lynmouth. We stepped out of the car into a N.W. 

wind and blue, blue sky A mile or so and we get to 

the Exe Head,   an insignificant puddle, but now I’ve 

seen where the beautiful river that we see ever day 

starts!!! Exmoor, some enclosed, some open moor 

but all farmed and looked after. Two hours walking 

and we didn’t even see a chimney of a property. 

Along the Cheriton ridge and we now see Wales in 

the distance. We drop down to the river Hoar and 

lunch in the woods. We soon leave the river and 

climb up and up to 800ft with the Bristol Channel in 

front of us. Then we descend steeply on a narrow 

windy path through thick woods down to Lynmouth 

and the sea.   

     

Tina Ayre 

 

I hope that Tina’s article will inspire others either to 

do the same walk or some other challenge, and- most 

important -  to provide a report on it to Focus.  

Thank you for this, Tina, and well done for your 

achievement. Ed. 
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Unusual Objects - No. 5 
 

I am grateful to Barrie Phillips for supplying the photo below.  Do you know what it is?  It is, perhaps, not so much 

that the object is unusual so much as that it is unusual for most of us to actually see it in this way.  The fact that 

Barrie provided this may in itself be a bit of a clue. 

 

 

 

 

In last month’s Focus I omitted to give the answer to Unusual Objects No. 4, which David Massey had provided: 

It was, in fact, a windlass or lock key.  A windlass 

is a detachable crank used for opening lock paddles 

(the word does not refer to the winding mechanism 

itself).  The simplest windlass is made from an iron 

rod of circular section, about half an inch in 

diameter and two feet long, bent to make an L-

shape with legs of slightly different length. The 

shorter leg is called the handle, and the longer leg is 

called the arm. Welded to the end of the arm is a 

square, sometimes tapered, socket of the correct 

size to fit onto the spindle protruding from lock 

winding gear.  
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Poetry
 

A Sudden Surge 

 

The very angry little brook 

Forsook its boundary and bade look! 

To the villagers who stood 

Astonished at this change of mood 

In their peaceful Jordan stream, 

‘Twas more a nightmare than a dream; 

For within a few short hours 

Nature transfixed them with its powers. 

Surging, splashing ever higher 

 

 

 

 

To swamp each bridge it did conspire, 

Uprooting plants along its swell, 

Casting aside great logs as well. 

Adjacent householders this did vex 

To view their road like river Exe; 

But suddenly its anger vented 

The little brook slowed, relented 

And at the dawning of new day 

Jordan gurgled serenely on its way. 

 
Doreen Beer

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Photo by Sarah Yeandle
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Autumn floods in Thorverton 
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Photos by Sarah Yeandle, Chris Pollard, Jane Lane and Jan Wills 
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Thorverton Parish Information 

 
AIR AMBULANCE EMERGENCY - QUOTE NATIONAL GRID REFERENCE 
RECREATION GROUND - Sheet 192 SS 923019 MEMORIAL HALL FIELD - Sheet 192 SS 926019 
 
Carers' Support Group  Anne Higman, Wyndham House Surgery, Silverton. 860034. 
      Meetings - 3rd Wednesday of month, Wyndham House, 2.30-4.30 p.m. 
Church (C of E)    The Revd. Douglas Dettmer, The Rectory, Thorverton. 860332 
 The Revd. Sue Sheppard, Associate Minister, Autumn Haze, Rewe, 01392  841284 
 The Revd Julia Dallen  Assistant Curate   Tel 01392 861145 Email: julia.dallen@netherexe.org  
 Mrs Margaret Lowe, Administration Manager, 07594 714590 margaret.admin@netherexe.org 
Church Wardens  Edwin Greed, Fortescue, Netherexe. 841231. 
Consort    Mary Thomas, 1 The Glebe, Thorverton. 860730. 
P.C.C. Treasurer   Jean Brown, Rydal Cottage, Bullen Street. 861176. 
Friends of Thorverton Parish Church Trust   Royston Kershaw 25 The Glebe 860419 
Church (Baptist)  The Revd. Maurice Harrison, 01884 258599. 
    Secretary Phyllis Langdon, 860932.  
County Councillor   Cllr. Mr. M. Lee. 01363 772671. 
District Councillor   Cllr. Mr. R. M. Deed. 01392 861258. 
Doctors: Thorverton/Silverton  Dr Jon Wride & Lynne Anderson / Drs O'Brien, Ziegler & Keysell 
Electricity (Western Power)  Report a loss of power: 0800 365 900 Bill Enquiries: 0800 365 000 
      Street lights 0870 556 1851 
Friends of Thorverton & Silverton Surgeries  Christine Walker, 881501 
Gas Emergency    0800 111999 
Leonard Trust  Chairman: R Hughes. Secretary: Mrs. E Hughes, 3 Dinham Mews, Exeter EX4 4EF 
Library (Exeter Mobile)   Alternate Thursdays , 16.05 to 16.55 in Quarry Car Park 
Member of Parliament   Mel Stride via 01392 823306 or mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk 
Newspaper Reporter    Jane Ristic, 53 Silver Street, Thorverton. 860054 
Parish Council Chairman  Cllr. Stuart Crang,  
Parish Clerk     Mrs Jane Lane, Stable House, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062. 
Parish Council Meetings  2nd Tuesday of month, at The Memorial Hall, 7.30 pm. 
Parish Allotments   Contact the Parish Clerk - 861062 
Parish Council Notice Board Situated in School Lane, opposite the Thorverton Arms. 
   IMPORTANT!- PLANNING APPLICATION NOTICES ARE DISPLAYED HERE 
Planning notification applications  at http://data.gov.uk/apps/planningalerts alert via email when a 
planning application is published in one’s street, neighbourhood or wider area. 

Pension Service  PO Box 93, Plymouth PL6 5WJ. 0845 60 60 265 

Police     Central Switchboard 24 Hours: 0845 2777444.  
Post Office Portacabin (TCT Ltd)  Quarry Car Park, Thorverton EX5 5NG Tel: 860455 
     Mon. to Fri : 9 am-1.00 pm., 2 - 5.30 pm. Sat: 9 am.-12 noon Sun: 9 - 10.30 am for newspapers only 
Business Manager:   Jill Blewett, Faircop, Jericho St, Thorverton 
Chair and Company Secretary: Heather Kershaw, 25 The Glebe, 860419 
Public Telephone Kiosk  Opposite the Church, outside the Bell Inn, Dinneford St. 
Thorverton C of E Primary School (Part of the Exe Valley Federation) 

Executive Headteacher  Mrs Heather Perry  01392 250821 
Head of Teaching and Learning (Thorverton) Mr Olly White  01392 860374 
School Governors: 

  Chair:    Bryony Gilbert  01392 851360 
Vice Chair:   Sarah Crawford  01392 860295 
Clerk:   Jessica Benger  07795 515048 

School P.T.F.A.  Chair: Katie Vanstone 860978, Secretary: Hannah James, 86107  Treasurer: 
Carole Pearn 
South West Water   24 Hour Emergency: 0800 169 1144. Helpline: 0800 169 1133. 
Thorverton Millennium Green Trust 
   Chair: Dame Margaret Turner-Warwick, Pynes House, Silver Street 861173.  
   Secretary: Lin Balkwill 860663 
 

http://mel.stride.mp/
http://parliament.uk/
http://data.gov.uk/apps/planningalerts
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Thorverton Organisations 
Amateur Dramatic Society (TADS)  

Chairperson: Colin Marshall, Vice Chair: Simon Ette, Treasurer: John White, Secretary: Alison 
Marshall. For meetings and events contact Colin Marshall on 01392 861228  

Art Group   Barrie Phillips, Crossmead, School Lane, Thorverton. 860529  
   Meet Fridays during term-time at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 am-12.00. 
Arts Exchange Louise Page, Campion Cottage, Jerico St, 860509. 

  Monthly meetings in members' homes at 8.00 pm. (see Diary) 
Association Football Club Chairman: Andy Harris, 01392 851664,  
  Secretary: David Gregory, 2 The Orchard, Brampford Speke, 841803. 
Bridge Circle Graeme Culshaw, 3 The Glebe, Thorverton 860203.  
 Meets 1st/3rd/5th Thursdays at the W.I. Hut from 7.00 p.m.. 
Brownies     Contact Hannah 07925 981786 or Lisa 860609,  

Meet Fridays during term-time, 5-6.30pm Thorverton School Hall. 
Clarinet Group            Contact Peter Mason 860727.  Meets every Thursday morning. 
Cricket Club Chair: Charles Kislingbury,  
      Secretary: M C Denford, 14 Moorlands, Tiverton EX16 6UF 01884 255076 
   Fixture Sec: J Meredith, 190 Mincinglake Rd, Exeter EX4 7DS 01392 272504 
Exe Valley Practice Patient Participation Group   Chair: Sheena Hunter-Hedges 860843, Secretary: 
Anna Mews 860769. Meets quarterly at Thorverton Surgery (see Focus and surgeries for dates) 
Focus Magazine Chair: Michael Ayre, Ratcliffe Farm, Thorverton.  
  Editor: Neville Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062. 
  Secretary: Jane Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062. 
  Treasurer: Bob Swaffield, Schiehallion, School Lane, Thorverton 01392 860309 
Friends of Silverton & Thorverton Surgeries  Coffee Mornings in the Lamb Inn, Silverton.  Held at 10-
12 noon on the last Thursday of every month except December 
Golf Society Players of Thorverton Care of Exeter Inn, 01392 860206 
Guides                       Contact Lisa 860609, Meet Wednesdays during term-time, 7-9pm Memorial Hall 
History Society  Chair: Bill Stamper, Dunelm, Raddon, Thorverton. 860214 
   Programme Secretary: Beryl Coe, 5 The Glebe, Thorverton 860876. 
Ladies Group Meet 2nd Thursday of month, (Venue and time - see Focus Notices). 
Memorial Hall Committee Chair: Mike Shelton, Tel: 861027, mshelton44@hotmail.co.uk 

  Treasurer/key holder/bookings: Jeff Grace. tel. 860489. jeff.grace@tiscali.co.uk 
  Secretary: Roger Fieldhouse. tel. 860768. r.fieldhouse@exeter.ac.uk 

Memorial Hall Market   2nd Saturday of the month, at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 - 11.00 am. 
Thorverton Pre-School   Rachel Mildon (Chair) - 861707 / thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com 
 Mon 9.am-11.45am, & 12.45pm-3.15pm & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm, 
 Tues/Weds 9.am-11.45am & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm, 
 Thurs 9.-11.45am; 12.45pm- 3.15pm & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm. during term-time, 
 At Thorverton Primary School site 
Thorverton Ambling, Rambling and Tramping Society (TARTS) 

  Caroline Prince 07749 775304 or Graeme Culshaw 860203 
See notices of walks in Old Post Office Window Bullen Street. 

Toddler Group Contact : Hannah Calder 860808 
Wednesdays, during term-time, at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 a.m.-11.30. 

Rainbows     Contact Jean 860105 or Penny 861136, 
Meet Tuesdays 3.45-4.45 Thorverton School Hall 

Royal British Legion  Chairman/Hon.Sec. P Furneaux, Hillcrest, Thorverton 860227, 
paf@furno.co.uk 

   Hon. Treasurer: Alex Fice 
Women's Institute  Secretary and Bookings: Sue Maguire 01392 860631 

W.I. Meeting. 1st Tuesday of the month at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
  Whist, 4th Tuesday of the month, at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
W.I. Market & Coffee  4th Saturday of the month at the W.I. Hut. 10.00 am. to 11.00 am. 

mailto:mshelton44@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:jeff.grace@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:r.fieldhouse@exeter.ac.uk
mailto:thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com
mailto:paf@furno.co.uk
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Doctors’ Surgeries 

 

The Exe Valley Practice 

Dr JON WRIDE and Dr LYNNE ANDERSON 
 

The Surgery, The Berry    The Surgery, 3 Coach Road 

THORVERTON EX5 5NT    SILVERTON EX5 4JL 

Tel: 01392 860273      01392 860176 

Fax: 01392 860654     01392 861598 

www.exevalleypractice.co.uk 

exevalleypractice@nhs.net 

 

 

Opening times 

 
 GP on duty Thorverton Silverton 

Monday Dr Anderson 08:30 – 18:00 08:45 – 12:30 

Tuesday Dr Anderson 07:30 – 18:00 Closed 

Wednesday Dr Anderson am 
Dr Wride pm 

08:30 – 17:00 14:30 – 18:00 

Thursday Dr Wride 08:30 – 19:30 Closed 

Friday Dr Wride 08:30 – 18:00 08:45 – 12:30 

 

Surgery times 

 
 Thorverton Silverton 

Monday 15:00 – 17:15 09:00 – 11:45 

Tuesday 07:30 – 11:30 
15:00 – 17:00 

Closed 

Wednesday 09:00 – 11:00 15:00 – 17:45 

Thursday 09:00 – 11:15 
16:00 – 19:00 

Closed 

Friday 15:00 – 17:30 09:00 – 11:30 
 

 

There are no surgeries on Saturday or Sunday, but a doctor will be on call for emergencies only on 0845 6710 270 

 

REPEAT PRESCRIPTIONS (Monday to Friday) – You can request your repeat prescriptions by calling our 

dispensary on 01392 861622, or by using our online repeat prescription request www.exevalleypractice.co.uk. 

Please note that 48 hours notice is required for all repeat prescriptions. 

 

We accept credit\debit card payments for prescriptions 

 

We now operate a home delivery service for housebound registered patients. Please contact us on 01392 860273 for 

more information. 

 

 
 
 
 

http://www.exevalleypractice.co.uk/
mailto:exevalleypractice@nhs.net
http://www.exevalleypractice.co.uk/
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Wyndham House Surgery 

Fore Street, Silverton, EX5 5HZ 

Telephone: 01392 860034 

Outside surgery hours please ring 0845 671 0270 

To access the Emergency Out-of-hours Service 

Fax: 01392 861165 

www.wyndhamhousesurgery.co.uk 

 
Day/Dr Dr Anthony O’Brien Dr Emma Ziegler Dr Nick Keysell Dr Sally Simmons 

Monday 09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

09:00 – 11:30 

14:00 – 16:00 

 09.00 - 11.30 

15.00 -17.30 

Tuesday 09:00 – 11:30 

14:00 – 16:00 

 09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

09.00 - 11.30 

16.00 -17.30 

Wednesday  09:00 – 11:30 

15:00 – 17:30 

 0900-11.30 

Thursday 09.00 - 11.00 09:00 – 11:00 09:00 – 11.00 

15:00 – 17:30 

 

Friday 09:00 – 11:30 

14:30 – 16:00 

 09:00 – 11:30  

Please note: The doctors are happy to speak to you on the phone instead of an appointment. Please request this from reception when you 
telephone.  

 

Surgery hours: Monday - Thurs. 08:30 - 18:00 

Friday 08:30 - 17:00  

Dispensary hours: Monday - Thurs. 09:00 - 12:00 and 14:30 - 18:00 

Friday 09:00 - 12:00 and 14:30 - 17:00 

Repeat prescriptions can be ordered online via our website. We now accept credit/debit card payments for prescriptions. 

We also operate a home delivery service for housebound registered patients.  

Please contact our reception or dispensary for more information. 

 

STOP PRESS: OVER NEXT COUPLE OF MONTHS WE WILL BE INTRODUCING A SYSTEM TO ALLOW PATIENTS TO 
BOOK APPOINTMENTS ON-LINE. KEEP AN EYE ON OUR WEBSITE FOR DETAILS. 

http://www.wyndhamhousesurgery.co.uk/
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Waste Collection Dates for 2012 
 

a) Recycling and brown bins   b) General refuse 

 

Generally on Mondays unless stated 

November 5
th
 and 19

th
     November 12

th
 and 26

th
 

December 3
rd

 and 17
th
     December 10

th
 24

th
 

 

 

Mobile Library  
Thursdays, fortnightly, from 16.05 - 16.50 in the Quarry Car Park by Thorverton Post Office. 

November 8
th
 and 22

nd
 

December 6
th
 and 20

th
 

 

 

Bus Services 
Turner's Tours / Carmel Coaches (bus 678) Mon-Fri. 10.09 from The Berry and the Baptist Chapel.  

Return 13.35 from Exeter bus station, Stand 5. 

 

Stagecoach (service 55B) Mon-Sat (except Bank Holidays)  

To Tiverton: 07.55, 10.10, 12.10, 14.10, 16.10, 17.29 (this is the 155 service;  on Saturdays it is the 55B and runs at 

17.10), 18.10 from The Berry and Broadlands.  

Return from Tiverton Bus Station: 07.40, 08.35, 10.45, 12.45, 14.45, 15.55 (Mondays to Fridays term-time only), 

16.45, 17.45. 

 

To Exeter: 08.05, 09.00, 11.10, 13.10, 15.10, 16.20 (Mondays to Fridays term-time only), 17.10, 18.10 from The 

Berry and Broadlands.  

Return from Exeter Bus Station: 07.30, 09.45, 11.45, 13.45, 15.45, 17.05 (this is the 155 service; on Saturdays it is 

the 55B and runs at 16.45), 17.45.  

 

Stagecoach 55 service runs pretty much every half-hour in each direction along the Exeter-Tiverton road, stopping 

at the Thorverton turn (the Ruffwell). Please consult Stagecoach 55 Group timetable for details of this service. 

 

Stagecoach free service to Somerfield's, Broadclyst, from Broadlands on Tuesdays 14.00. 

 

Stagecoach offers a variety of concessions for regular commuters, shoppers, children, students and jobseekers as 

well as one-day unlimited-use Explorer tickets. Further details from Stagecoach: 01392 427711 or 01803 664500 or 

www.stagecoachbus.com or www.devon.gov.uk/devonbus. 

 

Devonbus Timetable Information: call Traveline 0871 200 2233 Timetables available at the Post Office 
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Diary 2012 
Please notify FOCUS Editor of additions or changes. 

(Email: focusonthorverton@yahoo.co.uk or phone Neville Lane on 861062) 

 

 

NOVEMBER 

Sat 3
rd

  TARTS walk, meet opposite Parish Church, 9.30am 

Thurs 8
th
 Ladies Group meeting at Moss Bank, 7.30pm 

Fri 9
th
  School PTFA meeting, Thorverton School, 3.45pm 

Sat 10
th
  Saturday Market at the Memorial Hall, from 9.30am 

  Planting a Royal Oak, Millennium Green, 11.30am 

Thurs 15
th
 Election for Police and Crime Commissioner for Devon and Cornwall, Memorial Hall 

Fri 16
th
  Stay Lucky, Thorverton Arms, 8.30pm 

Wed 21
st
 Thorverton Co-operative Trust Ltd AGM, WI Hut 7.45pm 

Thurs 22
nd

 Arts Exchange, Creativity, Cubberley House, 8pm 

Fri 23
rd

  Thorverton & District History Society, “Village Memories”, WI Hut, 7.30pm 

Sat 24
th
  Christmas Market, WI Hut, 10.00 to 11.15am 

Sun 25
th
 Taizé Service, Parish Church, 5pm 

Tues 27
th
 Silverton Hunt Bingo Thorverton Memorial Hall 7.15pm 

 

DECEMBER 

Sat 1
st
  Coffee morning in support of the Exe Valley Practice, WI Hut, 10.00- 12 noon 

Thorverton Show Holly Ball, Memorial Hall, 8pm 

Sun 2
nd

  Christmas tree lighting ceremony with carol singing 

Tues 6
th
  Ladies Group at Southbrook, 7.30pm 

Wed 12
th
 Arts Exchange, Free Choice, Stable House, 8pm 

Thurs 13
th
 TADS pantomime: “Pied Piper of Thorverton” at the Memorial Hall 

Fri 14
th  

TADS pantomime: “Pied Piper of Thorverton” at the Memorial Hall 

Sat 15
th  

TADS pantomime: “Pied Piper of Thorverton” at the Memorial Hall 

Sun 16
th
 Diamond Jubilee Committee Free Christmas Dinner 

Wed 19
th
 Baptist Church with Pre-School Children, Mums and Tots, 10.00am 

Fri 21
st
  Carols and Mince pies at the Schoolroom in the Baptist Church, 3pm.  

Sun 23
rd

  Traditional Carol Service, Baptist Church, 10.30am, coffee to follow 

Christmas Carol service, Parish Church, 5pm 
  


