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Editorial

I hope that you had a good break. I won't call it a 
summer break because it has felt more like a wet 
autumn for most of the last two months.  Let us 
hope that autumn itself will be far better.  The 
village  has,  nonetheless,  been  looking 
particularly lovely.  Congratulations to all of you 
who  have  such  wonderful  window  boxes  and 
hanging baskets.

As  you  will  see  from  another  packed  Focus, 
there should be plenty happening over the next 
month.  We  really  are  lucky  that  this  small 
community  is  so  vibrant.  I  particularly  draw 
your attention to the intention of putting together 
a parish plan.  Perhaps this will be the chance for 
those  of  us  who  dislike  street  lights  being  on 
during the early hours, or those who see scope to 
develop better transport sharing arrangements, to 
get in our twopennorth.  I hope that we will see a 
plan developed that will truly reflect the views of 
parishioners.  More of this in future editions of 
Focus, I am sure.

 
I  am  sorry  to  record  the  recent  death  of  one 
stalwart parishioner.  Athos Angus was a former 
clerk  of  the  Parish  Council  and,  after  that,  a 
councillor.  More  recently  he was  President  of 
the History Society.  He will be deeply missed.
 
Congratulations  to  Chris  Jones,  Reg  Ayre  and 
Jane Ristic, all of whom worked out the answers 
to  the  competition  -  All  Roads  Lead  to 
Thorverton - in the last  edition of  Focus.  The 
signposts were at:
1. Beech, 2. Station, 3. Starved Oak, 4. Ford, 5. 
Chapel  Corner,  6.  Pye  Corner,  7.  No  Man's 
Chapel,  8.  Fortescue,  9.  Bidwell,  10.  Cadbury, 
11. Ratcliffes.  
I will be presenting each of them with a prize.  I 
was particularly impressed to discover that Reg 
had  cycled  to  four  parishes  -  Thorverton, 
Cadbury, Upton Pyne and Silverton - to discover 
the answers.  Well done.

Neville Lane   Editor 
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Letters
From our District Councillor, Bob Deed

I am very keen that anyone within the Cadbury Ward, 
who wishes to discuss the activities of Mid Devon 
District Council or any problem they may have with 
the Council,  should have the opportunity to talk to 
me as their District Councillor.
 
Starting in September I propose to hold a Surgery at 
the  Thorverton  Baptist  Church  on  the  second 
Saturday of the month from 1030 am until 12 noon.  
Anyone  wishing  to  speak  to  me  personally  can 
telephone me on 01392 861258 and I  will  make a 
specific appointment to see them during those hours.
 
The  Surgery  dates  for  the  remainder  of  2007  are 
Saturdays, 8th  September,  13th  October,  10th 
November and 8th December
 
However,  should  anyone  have a problem  that  they 
wish  to  discuss  on  an  urgent  basis,  please  do  not 
hesitate to telephone me.
 
Bob Deed
District Councillor for Cadbury Ward

From Sheena Hunter-Hedges

I really couldn't believe my luck when, on Saturday, 
7th July we actually woke up to what looked like the 
makings  of  a  completely dry day.  The  date  of  the 
"Twelfth  Night"  performance,  booked  for  so  long, 
had  arrived.  There  had  never  been  the  remotest 
possibility that the date could
 be  changed  and  I,  as  the  organiser,  had  been  on 
tenterhooks for weeks. I  was convinced that it  was 
going to be a washout and I felt such a responsibility 
to  the  Memorial  Hall,  the  actors,  the 
audience....everybody.

As it  turned out,  Thorverton was "Rain or Shine's" 
first dry performance of their tour, we had a record 
audience,  and  everybody  who  came  thoroughly 
enjoyed the experience. My thanks go to everybody 
who  worked  so  hard  to  make  the  evening  such  a 
success  and  watch  this  space  for  next  year's 
performance.

Bryony Coles elected to the British Acdemy
 
Congratulations to Professor Bryony Coles who 
was recently elected to the British Academy for 
the humanities and social sciences in recognition 
of  her  academic  achievements.  She  is  an 
eminent  prehistorian  specialising  in  wetland 
archeaeology, with particular interest in the post-
glacial  archaeology  of  wetlands  in  temperate 
Europe.  She joins her husband, Professor John 
Coles, as a Fellow of the British Academy.  Two 
other  Fellows  who  spent  their  early  years  in 
Thorverton  are  Professor  Thurston  Shaw 

(formerly  Professor  of  Archaeology  at  the 
University  of  Ibadan)  and  Professor  Wendy 
Davies  (Professor  of  History  at  University 
College, London).

Beef Farmer of the Year
 
Jilly Greed, who farms at Fortescue Farm, is one 
of three finalists in the national Beef Farmer of 
the Year competition run by Farmers' Weekly.  
She  featured  in  the  Farmers'  Weekly  of  17 
August  and  even  had  her  picture  on  the  front 
cover!  Good luck Jilly.

Focus On

Because of the shortage of space this month I 
have held over "Focus On" to October. We do 
not have a long line of people to interview, so if 
you would like to be "Focused On", please let 
me know.

Ed
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Thorverton Parish Council
Report of the July meeting of the Parish 
Council

AFFORDABLE HOUSING 
A house recently became vacant at Lynch Close and Chairman, Michael Ayre was involved in its reallocation. 
When a house becomes available, it is advertised in the local press, but those on the housing list are not contacted 
directly.  The onus is on interested parties who must ‘bid’ for the house.  21 people put in a ‘bid’ for the house, of 
whom only 3 had a local connection.  The central Government housing policy has recently been changed and 
applicants are put into the gold, silver or bronze category according to the level of their need.  Houses are also put 
into the three categories, so applicants may only bid on a house that is in a matching category. In some cases this 
could lead to houses being allocated on a national basis through the bidding process. However, in the case of Lynch 
Close, applicants must also demonstrate a local connection and therefore the house was allocated to a local person.

PLANNING MATTERS
Planning Decisions received to date of meeting.

• Ref: 07/00848/FULL Erection of extensions, Corner Cottage, Brampford Road, Thorverton.  Approved.
Planning Applications considered at meeting:

• Ref: 07/00695/FULL Conversion of Barn to form ancillary accommodation and erection of porch to main 
dwelling.  The Old Granary, Thatcher’s Lane, Thorverton.  

• Ref: 07/01189/CAT Notification of intention to fell 1 Cypress tree within a conservation area, Black Rod,1 
Jericho Street, Thorverton.  

Councillors also met in August to determine three applications received over the summer break:
● Ref: 07/01334/FULL Extensions to reception building and cattery building. The Blue Cross, Bickleigh.
● Ref: 07/01406/FULL Conversion of barn to 2 holiday cottages, Old Lynch, Lynch Farm, Thorverton.
● Ref: 07/01410/FULL Erection of extension. Willowbrook, Milfords Lane, Thorverton.

OTHER PARISH BUSINESS
• A request was received to move the 30mph sign beside the rec to further down the road to encompass 

Raddon.  However this involves a traffic order from Devon County Council, which has been turned down 
due to lack of funding this year.  The application is now on a waiting list.

• A complaint  was received regarding the  tipping  of  garden  cuttings  into  the  brook.   This  can cause a 
blockage when it gets down to the bridge on the west side of the green, which could lead to flooding. 
Please place garden cuttings in your brown wheelie bin for the compost collection.

• Local Police officers Dave Parr and Katie Shelly will be available to the public in the Quarry Car Park on 
Tuesday 25th September from 10am to 12pm.

www.Thorvertonparishcouncil.org

The next  Parish  Council  Meeting will  take  place  in  the  Memorial  Hall  on  Tuesday 11th  September 2007  at 
7.30pm.  An Agenda is displayed on the Parish Notice Board prior to meetings.

Kate West, Parish Clerk 
Telephone: 01392 861560, email: Thorvertonclerk@aol.com

mailto:Thorvertonclerk@aol.com
mailto:Thorvertonclerk@aol.com
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TARTS news

Thorverton Amblers Ramblers and 
Trampers

Saturday 7th July 2007

On a bright sunny day we parked in Bradninch 
for a short ( 4 and half) mile walk  around and 
above Bradninch. Bradninch is a place most of 
us  drive  through  to  the  M5 .  If  you  stop  and 
explore  the  backstreets  you  will  find some 
interesting history.

 The walk starts are the car park near Bradninch 
Manor  (formerly  owned  by  the  Duchy  of 
Cornwall)  and  skirts  the  village  towards  Hele 
Mill.. Then a steep climb up  field paths  towards 
Christ  Cross  ,  including  a  narrow  overgrown  
green  lane  ,  to  the  top.  We  "oldies"   were 
encouraged to meet an elderly (80+) gentleman 
walking  slowly  with  a  stick,  who  told us 
he walked regularly this way from Bradninch to 
Silverton   Superb views to Killerton,  Dartmoor 
and East Devon. Then - downhill all the way into 
the village with a stop at the church to see the 
plaque  dedicated  to  the  Boone  family.  The 
Boones came from Bradninch .  Daniel's father ,  
"Squire Boone" , a Quaker, emigrated to what is 
now Pennsylvania in 1712 , married a Devon girl 
there  and  farmed  near  what  is  now  Reading  
(USA).His son Daniel explored and led settlers 
to  what became West  Virginia,  and  befriended 
the local Indians  ( not that it did them  any good 
in the end !)

Earlier history is reflected in the names of streets 
-  one  example  is  Hen  St  at  the  end  of  our 
walk, in the oldest part of the village . "Hen" is 
Celtic for old  but current residents have taken it 
differently - as the cottage names show   -  Hens' 
Roost,  Chicken  Cottage  etc.The  best  one  was 
"Fowl  Retreat"!   A pleasant  stop at  the  Three 
Tuns Beer Garden
ended the trip.

Badger Watching  

Saturday 30 June  
We  did  not  let  the  weather  put  us  off  going 
badger watching this evening and we were fairly 
sheltered  in  the  small  wood.  Peanuts  were 
already  put  down  to  entice  the  badgers  above 
ground. It did not take very long before we were 
watching four adults who looked a bit red Devon 
muddy  from the  soggy  conditions.  In  contrast 
some of us also saw two smaller badgers appear 
from  another  entrance  and  they  looked  much 
cleaner but more nervous and didn’t hang about.

Saturday 4 August
This badger watch was unsuccessful as we didn’t 
see any! But we did see several other creatures. 
First  a  vole  came  out  to  drink  and  disappear 
shortly  followed  by  squeaking  then  a  rat 
appeared  several  times  and  drank.  Small  bats 
flew above us and a  shrew scurried across the 
path. Behind us a rabbit scampered up the bank. 
On the drive home a hare jumped out in front of 
us and quickly jumped back onto the hedge and 
further along we saw a tawny owl.    

Saturday 11th August

A welcome break in the weather gave us a very 
warm day for a coastal walk around the Valley 
of the Rocks at Lynton. An initial steep incline 
was  softened  with  the  promise  of  wonderful 
views and a beach picnic. The wonderful views 
we were granted but Jake (the dog) was banned 
from  the  beach  which  scuppered  the  plan 
somewhat and we were forced to seek refuge in a 
pleasant,  peaceful,  grassy car  park overlooking 
Lee Bay. The coast path on the return to Lynton 
was  ‘interesting’  being  about  3ft  wide  with  a 
sheer drop to the sea on one side, the numerous 
mountain  goats  that  we  has  the  pleasure  of 
seeing up close were far more accustomed to it 
than us! The highlight of the day had to be the 
cream tea that we had at the church in Lynton, 
although Ian  –  it  might  have  been  wise  when 
introducing us to the vicar if you had explained 
what ‘t.a.r.t.s.’ actually stood for!
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Forthcoming dates:

Saturday 1  st   September:    Long walk led by Pat 
and Ian, location to be decided but posters with 
details will be up nearer the date in the Old Post 
Office. Meet at the Bell at 09.30.

Saturday 8  th   September  : Another opportunity to 
go Badger watching. Meet at the Bell at 7.45pm, 
but you need to phone or email Jenny Garne to 
book  as  numbers  are  limited.  01392  860875 
jenny.garne@tiscali.co.uk

Sunday 16  th   September:   Templers Way. 16 miles 
starting  from  Haytor  and  finishing  at 
Teignmouth.  Posters  are  up  in  the  Old  Post 
Office  and  the  three  pubs,  sign  up  by  1st 

September if you would like to come. There is 
the option of just doing the first half if you can’t 
manage  16  miles!!  Contact  Jean,  Caroline,  or 
Colin Marshall 01392 861228 for more details.

Saturday 6  th   October:   Walk led by Heather and 
Royston,  meet  0930  outside  the  Bell,  more 
details in the posters.

Saturday 20  th   October:   Short (5-6 miles) led by 
Caroline,  autumnal  woodland  walk,  exact 
location to be decided, meet at the Bell at 0930.

T.A.R.T.S. weekday walks:

These walks are usually around 3 - 4 miles in 
length, (occasionally 5), and sometimes include 
a teashop visit.  Dogs welcome. Good footwear 
advisable. We try not to drive for more than 20 
minutes  before  starting  our  walks.  Suggestions 
for good local routes are always very welcome. 
Meet promptly opposite The Bell Inn Thorverton 

Forthcoming dates:
Tuesday 28th August – 10am
Wednesday 12th September – 1pm
Tuesday 25th September – 10am
Wednesday 10th October – 1pm
Tuesday 23rd October – 10am.
Wednesday 7th November – 1pm
Tuesday 20th November – 10am
Wednesday 5th December – 1pm
Friday 21st December – 10pm

CALLING  ALL  TARTS  –  it’s  meeting  time 
again!!

The next  TARTS meeting  will  be  on  Monday 
24th September at 8pm in the  Exeter Inn.  Bring 
your diaries as we will be setting dates for the 
Christmas  and  New  Year  walks,  and  more 
importantly the end of year AGM, better know 
as the Christmas party!!

Any  queries  contact  Jean  861176  or  Caroline 
861002 (07749775304)

Caroline Prince

Women's Institute
 
On the cloudy morning of August 21st a happy 
band  of  38  set  off  for  the  WI  trip.  Our 
destination was St Fagan's in Wales, and as we 
crossed the Severn Bridge the sun condescended 
to shine.
 
St  Fagan's  is  a  Natural  History  Museum,  and 
since  opening  in  1948  it  has  become  one  of 
Europe's  most  outstanding  open-air  museums.  
We were able to see how the people of Wales 
once lived, worked and spent their leisure time.  
As  well  as  having  large  indoor  galleries  that 

exhibit  costumes,  daily  life  and  farming 
implements  there  are,  in  the  open-air  section, 
over  forty  original  buildings  that  have  been 
moved  from  various  parts  of  Wales  and  re-
erected on site.  The buildings include a school, 
chapel,  workmen's  institute,  tailor's  shop, 
bakehouse  and  much  more.  There  are  also 
several workshops where craftsmen demonstrate 
their skills to the public.
 
Everybody had a marvellous day and our thanks 
go to our hard-working secretary, Sue Maguire, 
for making it possible.
 

Sylv Gregory

mailto:jenny.garne@tiscali.co.uk
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Thorverton Memorial Hall News
Country Show

As  many  of  you  will  have  heard,  this  year’s 
Show was a great success financially. The final 
profit  figure  was  £11260.  Thank you  to  all  of 
you who helped raise this amazing figure.

Many of you had asked us not to make the 2007 
Show the last, and when the committee heard the 
final figure raised they decided to keep the Show 
going,  so  yes  there  will  be  another  Show  in 
2008. If you want to come make sure you keep 
the weekend of 14th & 15th   June free!

The  new  committee  will  be  meeting  in 
September to get the ball rolling.

Saturday Market & Big Breakfast 

Jane has a large selection of new and nearly new 
clothes in all shapes and sizes. Why not pop up 
on the stage at the market and browse through 
the selection she has on offer. You will be able 
to see a fuller range at the Fashion Show she is 
organising on 5th October. Look out for posters 
and more details next month.

We are very grateful for your patience over the 
last  few  months  and  for  the  efforts  of  the 
breakfast staff. Since the old cooker decided to 
give up the ghost they have been working under 
difficult  conditions.  We  have  purchased  a 
replacement  cooker  but  it  has  to  be  converted 
from mains gas to propane gas. We hope to get 
this done and have it up and running as soon as 
possible.

100 Club Draw Winner for August
£50 – No 45 Clive King

Draw Winners for August were:
Chicken Dinner Vic Gregory
Fruit Box Karen Ival
Tin Chocolates John Mortimore

Fifty/Fifty Auction

Yes  we are  holding another  fifty/fifty  Auction 
this year on Saturday 27th October so now is the 
time to start looking out those odds and ends and 
pieces of furniture you no longer have room for. 

Items can be brought to the Hall on Thursday or 
Friday  evening.  Large  items  can  be  collected 
with  sufficient  notice  but  it  would  be  your 
responsibility to remove them if they did not sell 
(unless they had been donated to the Hall  that 
is). The Committee are very grateful to those of 
you who do donate items each year.

There will be pies and pasties for sale and a bar 
so make it a date and come along for a fun night 
out. More details next month.

Rain or Shine

We were so fortunate to have a fine evening for 
our  outdoor  production  of  “Twelfth  Night”  in 
July. It was the first dry evening Rain or Shine 
had had since they started this run!

The  production  was  once  again  excellent  with 
everyone  enjoying  the  entertainment.  We  look 
forward to their return next July.

The Hall seems to be becoming a popular venue 
for theatre productions. We have two bookings 
by  theatre  companies  to  use  our  Hall  as  the 
location for their productions. Look out for their 
adverts in Focus and around the village for more 
information.

Reg.Charity No. 203776
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Notice Board 

THORVERTON 
MEMORIAL HALL

 SATURDAY MARKET

                 

Saturday 8th September 
              

 9.30 - 11.00am

Breakfast Bar, Books
Fruit & Veg, Plants
Bric-a-brac, Draw

 
100 Club Draw 

Reg. Charity No. 203778

THORVERTON
MEMORIAL HALL

MEAT BINGO

Tuesday 18th September

Eyes Down 7.30pm

Lots of prizes to be won. 

Reg. Charity No. 203778

  THORVERTON   
MEMORIAL HALL

50-50 Auction

Saturday 27th October

Viewing from 5.00p.m.

Auction from 6.30p.m.

Bar, Pasties & Pies

Sale items to Hall Thurs. & Fri. evening 

Contact J. White - 860827 for more details

Reg. Charity No. 203778

Thorverton Arts Exchange

At  Arts  Exchange  meetings  we  share  our 
enthusiasms for writing, music, painting, film, 
craft etc. with one another. 

Usually  there  is  a  theme to  our  choices,  but 
occasionally  an  individual  member  will  take 
responsibility for a whole evening. 

The meetings take place in members’ homes at 
8.00 p.m. The next meetings are:

Sept 6th Place names Stable House
Oct 11th Japan Cubberley House
Nov 15th Misunderstandings Ockero
Dec 5th Christmas Campion Cottage

New members are always welcome.
For further information contact 

Claire Cousins at Cubberley House, The Berry
(860438)
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THORVERTON C OF E PRIMARY 
SCHOOL

MEALTIME ASSISTANT/PLAYGROUND 
SUPERVISOR

From  September  2007  we  are  looking  for  a 
Mealtime  Assistant  for  3  lunch  times  per 
week.  The hours are 12.05 to 1.35 and the pay 
is approximately £8.50 per session (£25.50 per 
week).  The  days  that  need  covering  are 
Monday, Tuesday and Friday.  

If you are interested please apply in writing to 
The Headteacher, Thorverton C of E Primary 
School, School Lane, Thorverton, EX5 5NR or 
if  you  would  like  more  information  please 
contact  Mrs  Veda  Dymond  at the  School  on 
01392 860374.

All are welcome for a free showing of former U.S. 
Vice-President Albert Gore’s film An Inconvenient  
Truth about the realities of climate change and its 
consequences  on  Wednesday,  September  12th,  7 
for 7.30 pm at Newton St Cyres Parish Hall.

WANTED
Dry, secure garaging in or near Thorverton for 
two  old  cars,  small  barn  or  outbuildings 
considered. 

Please telephone Alistair on 01392 860622.

Thorverton Millennium Green Trust
The Seventh Annual General Meeting of TMGT will 
take  place  at  the  Exeter  Inn  on  Thursday  27 
September at 7.30 p.m. to which all are invited.

Shirley Hoole, Hon. Secretary

HELP CREATE A HUGE STIR.

Join the worlds biggest coffee/tea morning for
MACMILLAN CANCER SUPPORT

with me, Sylv Gregory , on Fri 28th Sept.
at the W .I. Hut between 10-30 to 11-30.

There will also be mouth-watering cakes/bisc,
a raffle, and a chance to win a shopping spree

at John Lewis.
Please bring friends, family and neighbours and
HELP IMPROVE THE LIVES OF PEOPLE

AFFECTED BY CANCER.

MUSIC FOR VOICE, FLUTE AND PIANO

By English composers from the 20th Century
Including Elgar, Finzi, Vaughan Williams and 

Warlock

Performed by:
Margaret Thomson: mezzo soprano

Tina Guthrie: flute
Andrew Daldorph: piano

ON FRIDAY 7TH SEPTEMBER
AT 7.30

CHURCH OF OUR LADY, UPTON PYNE

Tickets £5 at the door
Proceeds to church funds

DON’T FORGET
Thorverton Cooperative Trust Ltd’s AGM

Monday 24th Sep @ 7.30 in the WI hut
Agenda and minutes (of 2006’s AGM) on PO 

noticeboard and available at the meeting 
(or phone 860419 for your own copies in 

advance)
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Bridge Classes
New  classes  are  starting  mid-September  for 
beginners and improvers. If you're an absolute 
beginner  and  would  like  to  try  without  a 
commitment why not come to the free taster at 
Silverton  Community  Hall  on  Tuesday  11th 

September,  2-4pm.  To  book  a  place  or  get 
further  information  on  all  courses  call  Titch 
Glenday,  tel:  01392-861568  or  email: 
glenday1@aol.com

Church Consort practice dates :
Thursdays at 7.45 p.m. in church
September 13th, 20th
October 4th, 18th, 25th
November 1st, 29th (Christmas I)
December 6th (II) 13th (III) 20th (IV)

Church Junior Consort practices:
Mondays, 3.30 p.m. in school (except Dec. 17th)
September 10th, 17th
October 1st, 8th, 29th
November 5th,19th
December 10th, 17th (in church)

Family Dog Show & Car Boot Sale
In aid of St Peter’s Church

CHAMBERLAINS FARM, BRAMPFORD SPEKE

NEW DATE: SUNDAY 16TH SEPTEMBER

Car Boot Sale from 1.00pm, Dog Show Entries taken from 1.00pm 
Dog Show commences 2.00pm prompt

Fun Classes for all Dogs including Waggiest Tale, Most Appealing Eyes, Best 
Condition, Best Child Handler, Best 6 Legs : £1 per class 

Plus Prize Draw : Refreshments : Cake Stall
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District Ploughing Match
For  anyone  who  has  never  experienced  a 
ploughing match it really has a family appeal to 
all ages and is a great day out, commencing at 
9.30am  onwards.  Visitors  can  enjoy  watching 
the  field  being  ploughed  by  the  competitors 
simultaneously whilst  being judged. There is  a 
display of vintage machinery, an opportunity to 
view all  the  class  entries  to  find  out  who  the 
winners are. There are refreshments on site and 
the event also holds a draw with many prizes.

We hope to attract even more entries to all the 
classes this year (a total of 97 varied class entries 
ranging  from  the  ploughing  competition  –  to 
produce entries e.g. 4 cheese scones – to junior 
entries  home  made  scarecrow  (12  –  16years). 
Great fun, hard work and tough decisions for all 
involved - especially the judges.

Entries 1 – 12 including the open novice which 
attracts 13 year olds upwards)
Classes 13 – 15 are grass leys and forage maize
Classes 16 – 37 are hay, silage, straw, samples of 
wheat, oats, maize and barley

The remaining classes nos 38 – 97 are a variety 
of general classes which appeal to anyone, there 
should  be  something  for  everyone,  covering  a 
variety of hobbies and interests - such as:

children’s birthday cake,
floral arrangement in cup & saucer,
mounted photo titled ‘Trees’
Jar of chutney

Entry fees for these classes (classes 13 – 81 are 
50p per entry).  Childrens classes are all FREE. 
These include a home made money box, a lego 
tractor and a recyling poster.

The  event  is  a  great  interactive  day  open  to 
everyone.  This  year  it’s  being held at  Bidwell 
Barton, Thorverton -  Sunday 16th September 
2007 by kind permission of Mr & Mrs Crang and 
family.

For  a  copy  of  a  schedule and  or  further 
information please contact the secretary
Mrs Julie Davie  Telephone 01363 772309

All  entries  close  Wednesday  5th September 
2007, please ring Julie Davie.
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Cadbury’s Annual Walk / Fun 
Run
Saturday, 15th September. Register from 2.00pm 
for prompt start at 2.30pm. 

Join us on our 22nd fund raising charity event in 
aid  of  Cadbury  Church  and  Riding  for  the 
Disabled Association

A fabulous four miles up and down spectacular 
countryside with an unforgettable Cadbury tea at 
the finish

Dogs on leads welcome 

Treasure Trails

Solve the Clues to See the Sights!
Do you have a houseful of bored teenagers?

Are  you  stuck  for  original  ideas  for  an  affordable 
activity for all the family?

Then why not try one of our Treasure Trails – a fun, 
healthy and educational way of exploring your local 
area!

Treasure Trails,  a family-run company based near 
Silverton, specialises  in  providing fun,  healthy and 
informative leisure activities  for people of all  ages. 
There are 23 trails currently within Devon, with local 
trails  in  Exeter,  Topsham,  Exmouth,  Sidmouth, 
Budleigh  Salterton  to  name  but  a  few.  Each  Trail 
requires  participants  to  solve  a  murder  mystery  or 
find the location of hidden treasure, whilst seeing the 
best  historic  and  scenic  sights  of  a  location  and 
enjoying  a  good  walk.  The  Trails  can  be  done  at 
leisure  and are  a  great  family day out  or  fun with 

partners or friends. At only £5 per Trail, it's original, 
affordable fun!

The trails  are  suitable  for  people  of  all  ages,  from 
families with children, to the “Senior Trailer”. Trails 
can be completed alone, in pairs or in groups. The 
trails  are  also  suitable  to  both  visitors  and  locals, 
since they encourage people to look at a place from a 
different perspective.  Each trail is clearly marked on 
the  front  page  of  the  booklet  and  in  the  website 
description, giving the trail duration and length, and 
its suitability for pushchairs and wheelchairs.

The trails are available both in downloadable format 
from the website www.treasuretrails.co.uk and in A5 
booklet format from retail outlets, such as shows and 
tourist  information  centres,  etc.  E-mail 
devon@treasuretrails.co.uk or  telephone  07960 630 
900  for  details  of  your  nearest  stockists  of  the 
Treasure Trail booklets or to place a direct order.

With Treasure Trails,  you’ll  always find more than 
you were looking for!

Villages in Action

The Story of a Great Lady

Don’t miss the next  Villages in Action event on 
Saturday,  29th September  at  7.30pm  at  the 
Memorial Hall in Thorverton which is the only 
local  hall  large  enough  to  accommodate  the 
Watermill Theatre’s 5m 50cm wide set. The play 
is suitable for anyone over 15 years of age.

Fran  Lamb  is  a  journalist  on  the  Winkham 
Weekly  Snooze,  eccentric,  close  to  retirement, 
recently  bereaved;  she starts  a  creative  writing 
group – to try to do something more adventurous 
for  a  change.  Joining  the  group  are  Annie 
Taylor, a put-upon housewife, and Penny Tew, a 

drama teacher at Winkham Comp, and the three 
of them decide to devise a performance, perhaps 
unwisely, about Boadicea.

As they get to know each other, not always in 
perfect harmony, they discover much in common 
and  many  differences,  but  none  could  have 
suspected how greatly their lives would connect, 
or how profoundly they might change during the 
mad, sad, magic and comic creation of The Story 
of a Great Lady.

For  further  information  or  advance  booking 
phone Sue Satchell 01392 841785.

Advance  tickets  will  be  on  sale  in  The  Exe 
Valley Tea Shop.

mailto:devon@treasuretrails.co.uk
mailto:devon@treasuretrails.co.uk
mailto:devon@treasuretrails.co.uk
http://www.treasuretrails.co.uk/
http://www.treasuretrails.co.uk/
http://www.treasuretrails.co.uk/
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Operation Christmas Child 2007
Will the Summer Holidays barely over, it is hard 
to start thinking about Christmas already, though 
I  must  say  it  is  made  slightly  easier  by  this 
almost 'winter' weather we have been having!

Yet it is time for me to start appealing to you all 
for your help in this years 'Operation Christmas 
Child' with Samaritans Purse.

You may like to help by filling a shoebox:

All  items should be new.  Please include items 
from  each  category.  Remember  to  make  your 
box both FUN and EDUCATIONAL!

We do want these items:

TOYS - something to love
Bear, soft toy, tennis ball, finger puppet, jigsaw, 
yo-yo, building blocks, small musical instrument, 
(for boys – trucks and cars, for girls – doll, clip-
on earrings, make-up or hair accessories) etc.
EDUCATIONAL SUPPLIES – something to do
Felt pens, pens, pencils, pencil sharpener, rubber, 
colouring  book,notepad,  picture/puzzle  book, 
chalk, pencil case, stickers etc.
HYGIENE ITEMS – something to use
Toothbrush,  toothpaste,  hairbrush,  comb,  hair 
clips, bar of wrapped soap, flannel etc.
OTHER ITEMS – something to eat or wear
Sweets  (sell-by  date  to  be  at  least  March  of 
following  year),  gloves,  scarf.  sunglasses,  cap, 
hat, bangles, necklaces etc.

We do not want any of these items:

FOOD Chocolate, crisps, biscuits, tinned food or 
cakes (or any other food)
MEDICINE Medicines or vitamins of any kind
WAR RELATED ITEMS toy  guns,  soldiers  or 
knives
CLOTHING (other than listed above)
FRAGILE ITEMS Glass containers; mirrors

LIQUIDS  of  any  kind  including  blow bubbles, 
shampoo, bubble bath, toiletry sets or aerosols
DANGEROUS ITEMS Marbles or sharp objects 
– scissors or razors
NOVELS
ANYTHING  OF  A  POLITICAL  OR  RACIAL 
NATURE 

If you are unable to pack a shoebox, perhaps you 
could  donate  items,  such  as  small  toys, 
toothbrushes,  toothpaste,  flannels,  soaps, 
hairbands, hats, gloves, etc, we always run out in 
the warehouse! (particularly pencil sharpeners!)
 
You may like to knit  a puppet (for pattern see 
Samaritans Purse website  www.samaritanspurse.org.uk 

and click on the links, or contact me and I will 
print it for you) or hats/scarfs etc. Perhaps you 
are handy on a sewing machine and could knock 
us up some flannels out of towels (we can supply 
the towels!)
 
Leaflets with the age and gender stickers will be 
avaliable from mid Sept, please keep an eye out 
for posters on where they will be!

All items and boxes can be dropped at 31 Silver 
Street, 13 Broadlands or Thorverton Playgroup.
 
If  anyone  would  like  to  help  us  with  the 
checking and sorting of boxes (this takes place 
Monday-Friday  10am  -  10pm)  usually  in  a 
warehouse in Exeter (this space is donated by a 
local  business,  this  years  'space'  is  to  be 
confirmed) From approx 4th - 20th November, 
even  a  couple  of  hours  is  a  big  help....but  be 
warned, it is addictive! Please contact me.
 
More  info  on  Operation  Christmas  child  is 
avaliable from www.samaritanspurse.org.uk  or 
please  contact  me  Lisa  Browning  on  01392 
860609.

Fashion Show
Being held on the evening of 

Friday 5th October 2007
At Thorverton Memorial Hall
Bar,  Refreshments & Raffle

WATCH THIS SPACE FOR FURTHER 
DETAILS IN THE OCTOBER 

EDITION OF FOCUS!

Further to this forthcoming event 
we are looking for helpers and models 

for the show. 

Please contact Jane on 01392 860772 
for further details.
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The Church of England

welcomes you!

SEPTEMBER
SERVICES & INFORMATION

The Raddon Team Ministry & The Stoke Canon Benefice

SEPTEMBER 2                   Trinity 12  

8 am
9 am
10 am
10 am
10 am
10 am
11.15 am
5 pm
6.30 pm
6.30 pm

CADBURY
COWLEY
HUXHAM
NEWTON ST CYRES
THORVERTON
UPTON PYNE
REWE
STOKE CANON
BRAMPFORD 
SPEKE
POLTIMORE

Holy Communion (BCP)  RP
Holy Communion (T)  JB
Holy Communion (C)  AS
Family Service – Holy Communion (C) SM
Holy Communion (T) & Baptism  DD
Service of the Word  Lay-Led
Morning Prayer (BCP)  DD
‘Service with a Smile’ at the Jubilee Hall & Youth Worker Commissioning
Joint Service at the Baptist Chapel
Evening Prayer (BCP) & Special Meeting of Parishioners  DD

SEPTEMBER 9                    Trinity 13  

8 am
9 am
10 am
10 am
10 am
11.15 am
6.30 pm

THORVERTON
UPTON PYNE
NEWTON ST CYRES
STOKE CANON
THORVERTON
COWLEY
CADBURY

Holy Communion (BCP)  DD
Joint Service – Holy Communion (T)  RP
Holy Communion (C)  AS
Group Service – Holy Communion (C) JS
See note below*
Harvest Festival Holy Communion (T) JB
Evening Prayer (BCP)  RP

*Note – There is no 10 am Family Service at Thorverton today, September 9th.  The September Harvest Festival edition
  of ‘At Your Service’ will be at 5 pm on Sunday, September 23rd in Thorverton church – everyone is invited.

SEPTEMBER 16                       Trinity 15  

8 am
9 am
10 am
10 am
10 am
10 am
11.15 am
11.15 am
3 pm
6.30 pm

NEWTON ST CYRES
COWLEY
BRAMPFORD 
SPEKE
POLTIMORE
STOKE CANON
THORVERTON
REWE
UPTON PYNE
NETHEREXE
NEWTON ST CYRES

Holy Communion (BCP)  RP
Holy Communion (T)  JB
‘Service with a Smile’ J  Team
Holy Communion (C)  RP
Harvest Festival Family Service
Joint Service – Morning Prayer (BCP)  DD
Service of the Word  AB & VQ
Holy Communion (T)  DD
Harvest Festival Evening Prayer (BCP)  DD
Evening Service of the Word  Lay-Led

Would you like a lift to church?

May we offer you a lift to the parish church or to a joint service elsewhere?  For transport to  Sunday services  from 
locations in Thorverton parish, please ring Steve Rendell on (01392) 860780.  To arrange a lift to the  weekday Holy 
Communion at Thorverton on the last Wednesday of the month, please ring Margaret Turner-Warwick on (01392) 861173
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SEPTEMBER 23                        Trinity 16  

8 am
9 am
10 am
10 am
10 am
10 am
11.15 am
5 pm
6.30 pm

BRAMPFORD 
SPEKE
UPTON PYNE
CADBURY
NEWTON ST CYRES
POLTIMORE
STOKE CANON
REWE
THORVERTON
HUXHAM

Holy Communion (BCP)  DD
Holy Communion (T)  RP
Harvest Festival Thanksgiving Service DD
Joint Service–Holy Communion (T) RP
Harvest Festival Family Service in the Village Hall
Holy Communion (C)  SS
Holy Communion (C)  DD
Harvest Festival Evensong & Family Service  DD
Harvest Festival Evening Prayer (BCP) DD

SEPTEMBER 30                       Trinity 17  

11 am POLTIMORE Joint Mission Community Service – Holy Communion (C)  DD

Everyone is invited to this joint service for all the parishes at Poltimore church, and to the  bring-and-share 
lunch which follows in the Village Hall (across the road from the church).  If you plan to stay for lunch, please 
bring a main course and/or a pudding to share.  More information will be available from churchwardens in each 
parish during September.

OCTOBER 6                Saturday  

6.30 pm NEWTON ST CYRES Harvest Festival Choral Evensong (BCP)  DD
Harvest Supper follows in the Parish Hall – to book, please sign the list  
in church

OCTOBER 7                 Dedication Festival  

8 am
9 am
10 am
10 am
10 am
11.15 am
5 pm
6.30 pm
6.30 pm
6.30 pm

CADBURY
COWLEY
HUXHAM
NEWTON ST CYRES
THORVERTON
REWE
STOKE CANON
BRAMPFORD 
SPEKE
POLTIMORE
UPTON PYNE

Holy Communion (BCP)  DD
Holy Communion (T)  RP
Holy Communion (C)  DD
Harvest Festival Family Service – Holy Communion (C)  SM
Holy Communion (T) & Young People’s Group  SS
Harvest Festival Thanksgiving Service  DD
‘Service with a Smile’ at the Jubilee Hall
Joint Harvest Festival at the Parish Church  RP & PW
Harvest Festival Evening Prayer (BCP)  DD
Harvest Festival Thanksgiving Service  AS

DD = The Rev Douglas Dettmer, Priest-in-Charge RP = The Rev Richard Potter, Associate Minister in the Raddon Team

JB   = The Rev John Benton
BB  = Mrs Bridget Boxall
DB  = Mr David Boxall
AB  = Mrs Annabel Branney
CC  = Mr Chris Cook
FC  = Preb Francis Coles

JC  = Mrs Jane Cook
JD  = Mrs Julia Dallen
GK = Mrs Gwynneth Keehner
JL   = The Very Rev Joe Lister
SL  = Mrs Sue Longridge
JM  = Prebendary John Mapson

DP  = Mr David Perrott
VQ  = Mrs Valerie Quinn
SM  = The Rev Sue Martin
VM  = Mrs Val Mills
MJ  = Mrs Maureen Owen-Jones
RO  = Mr Richard van Oppen

JS   = Mr John Sandford
GS  = Mr Guy Sheppard
SS  = The Rev Sue Sheppard
JS   = The Rev Dr John Searle
AS  = The Rev Alan Simmonds
PW = The Rev Peter Webb

Family Services at Stoke Canon & Brampford Speke (‘Service with a Smile’) and Thorverton (‘At Your Service’) are led by lay teams

An Inconvenient Truth...

All are welcome for a free showing of former U.S. Vice-President Albert Gore’s film An Inconvenient Truth about the 
realities of climate change and its consequences on Wednesday, September 12th, 7 for 7.30 pm at Newton St Cyres 
Parish Hall.  Sponsored by the churches of the Raddon Team and Stoke Canon Benefice.
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Fellowship Groups and Opportunities for Learning

Everyone is welcome at any of our fellowship and study groups

SUNDAY.  Fellowship Group at 9 Old Barn Close, Stoke Canon.  7.45 pm on the fourth Sunday of each month (varies). 
Contact Maureen Owen-Jones (01392) 841085

TUESDAY.  Home Group at 30 Silver Street, Thorverton.  Weekly at 8 pm on Tuesdays:  alternates between Bible 
study one week and prayer/fellowship the next.  Feel free to come weekly or fortnightly.  Resumes September 18. Contact  
Liz Rendle (01392) 860780

WEDNESDAY.   Home Group at Low Orchard, Ratsloe, Poltimore.  7.45 pm on alternate Wednesdays,  resuming 
September 19.  Contact Jane Cook (01392) 841484

Wednesday Gathering at the Seychelles, Pye Corner, Upton Pyne.  7.45 pm on alternate Wednesdays, resuming 
September 19.  Contact Don Hanson (01392) 851295

THURSDAY.  Fellowship Group at Autumn Haze, Rewe.  7.30 pm on first Thursday each month, next on September 6 
(Teresa of Avila).  Contact Sue & Guy Sheppard (01392) 841284

AND BY ARRANGEMENT... ‘Journey into Life’ Emmaus course  –  exploring Christianity.   Enquiries about future 
courses are welcome.  Contact Douglas Dettmer (01392) 860332

Daily Services  Usual pattern—see the Sunday leaflet ‘In Touch’ available in church for the daily services each week

Morning Prayer Evening Prayer
7.30 am    Thorverton  (Tuesday – Friday) 6 pm Rewe  (Tuesday)
8.30 am  Thorverton  (Saturday) 5 pm Newton St Cyres  (Thursday)

Holy Communion
9.30 am Thorverton  (Last Wednesday of the month)

From the Parish Registers   To mid-August

Marriages Robert Court & Katherine Howe (July 28 at Poltimore)
James Horton & Rebecca Joyner (July 28 at Huxham)
Thomas Eve & Jessica Drake (August 4 at Thorverton)
Christopher Cann & Leah Robinson (August 11 at Newton St Cyres)

Thanksgiving for Marriage
David & Tracey Kitcher (August 11 at Poltimore)

Funerals Paula Roberts (August 17 at Stoke Canon)

Letter from Dick Potter

Associate  Minister; The  Raddon  Team 
Ministry & the Stoke Canon Benefice

THANK GOODNESS

All over the country farmers are breathing sighs 
of relief as the latest news about foot-and-mouth 
indicates  that  the  infections  in  a  small  area  of 
Surrey have not been followed by a nation-wide 
epidemic.   Not  only  farmers  are  relieved,  but 
also many others whose livelihood depends on 

wider aspects of the farming industry as well as 
those in he food supply and processing chains, 
not  to  mention  the  vast  majority  of  ordinary 
people in the nation, who value eating meat, and 
who believe that livestock provide a vital part of 
the appearance of the fields of our countryside. 
Thank goodness,  we all  say,  that  we shall  not 
have a repetition of the huge social and financial 
burdens,  and  the  piles  of  corpses  and  funeral 
pyres which so horrified us all only a few years 
ago.
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Once upon a time, “Thank goodness” was short 
for “thank God for his goodness.”  Today it is 
more  of  a  an  expression  of  our  relief  from 
something  unpleasant  which  has  gone  away, 
without most people having any sense that God 
has sent the deliverance.  If a financial problem 
has  been  averted,  if  a  test  at  the  hospital  has 
shown  no  sign  of  cancer,  if  the  long-awaited 
family  gathering  has  passed  without  disaster 
(either  social  or  catering),  if  the  fear  of 
unemployment has been eased from a family or a 
community, we say “thank goodness” – but if we 
are honest we often mean thank-you to the bank, 
the doctor, the government or even to ourselves!

We feel that we control our own lives in so many 
ways  these  days,  and  it  takes  something 
catastrophic like the recent floods, or a sudden 
bereavement,  to  remind  us  that  we  all  depend 
upon the balance of nature, the peaceful ordering 
of society,  and the provision of good health as 
well as all the other things we need and expect. 
In the past people were much more aware of how 
easily (and how often!) things can go wrong, and 
they were more likely to thank God, not only for 
putting things right, but also for bringing good 
things in the ordinary times too.  In the Lord’s 
Prayer,  Jesus  taught  his  hearers  to  ask  “Our 
Father” for “our daily bread” (and he implied our 

butter and jam as well - not to mention our good 
health,  our  peaceful  lives,  the  beauty  of  our 
Devon countryside, and so many of those other 
things we each value!)  If we ask for good things 
surely we should say thank-you too!

Those of us who believe in God should try to 
acknowledge our gratitude to Him for the regular 
things that enrich daily living as well as for any 
occasional special escape.  Those who find belief 
in God difficult or impossible should remember 
you  that  there  are  many  other  people  who  in 
many different ways have made it possible (and 
continue to do so)  for you  to enjoy all  that  is 
good  in  your  existence  today.   Maybe  by 
acknowledging such people,  (this  is  something 
everyone  can  do,  whatever  our  faith  or  none) 
then “thank goodness” will have a new richness 
of meaning for us all.

May  I  take  this  opportunity  to  repeat  last 
month’s  note  (only in “The Newton Wonder”) 
thanking  many  readers  for  their  good  wishes, 
prayers and messages of encouragement during 
my recent period of illness and convalescence.

With all good wishes.
Dick Potter

Our New Community
People  may  remember  that  back  in  January  a 
glossy  green  leaflet  came  though  the  door. 
‘Moving  On!’  heralded  the  move  from eleven 
different  church  buildings  to  one  church 
community  and  it  asked  for  the  opinions  of 
anyone  prepared  to  reply.  Responses  were 
collected  in,  put  together,  and  what  had  been 
learned  was  reported  back  to  each  village 
community.  Further  helpful  suggestions  were 
then also taken in.

The  small  planning  group studied  all  that  had 
been  said,  and  saw  the  areas  that  had  been 
picked out  as  needing  special  attention.   They 
went  on to work out  a  way in which the new 
community  could  work  together.  Individual 
Parochial Church Councils will continue to carry 
the responsibility for their church and parish, but 
occasionally  they  may  meet  together  as  one 
united body, as they did for the first time in May. 

(There is no intention to downgrade any of the 
church buildings.) 

Five  new  working  groups  have  been  created. 
The members of each group are drawn one from 
each  parish,  with  the  addition  of  the  priest  in 
charge. Each group has as its focus one aspect of 
church and community life:

Administration, Finance and Communication.
Pastoral Care and Service to the Community at large.
Worship.
Children and Young People.
Christian Learning and Development. 

Some  40  or  so  people  will  bring  their 
knowledge, interest and enthusiasm to planning 
the  way  forward.  There  will  be  direct  contact 
between the planning groups and the Parochial 
Church Councils.

The eight representatives who were asked to plan 
for the new Mission Community feel that their 
work is now done!  In twelve months time the 
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P.C.C.s  in  the  their  summer  meetings  will  be 
expected to arrange for a review of the year. Jenny Hanson 

Baptist Church News
Then Israel came to Egypt;

Jacob lived as an alien in the land of Ham.
And the Lord made his people very fruitful,

And made them stronger than his foes,
Whose hearts he then turned to hate his people,

To deal craftily with his servants.
He sent his servant Moses, and Aaron whom he had 

chosen.
They performed his signs among them, and miracles in the 

land of Ham.
Psalm 105 vv 23-27.

This  Psalm tells  of  how God led the  Hebrews 
from the days when they were a single family to 
the  days  when  they  were  established  as  a 
thriving nation in the Middle East.

The lesson it  repeats is that we cannot see the 
purpose of suffering and adversity at the time we 
are  going through them,  but  in  retrospect  it  is 
possible  to  discern  that  God has  been at  work 
even through the most intolerable circumstances. 
What  about  the  terrible  misfortunes  that  fell 
upon Joseph which led to him being in Egypt at 
just the right time to rescue the Hebrews from 
famine in their own land.

In  this  Psalm  it  tells  of  how  Jacob  (Joseph’s 
father) led the Hebrew people (Israel) to Egypt 
and thus escaped death.

However as years went by, the people who were 
warmly welcomed into Egypt when they arrived 
seeking  asylum  fell  out  of  favour  with  their 
hosts.  The  Pharaoh of  Egypt,   observing  them 
grow  in  number  and  fearing  they  might  ally 

themselves with a potential  invader,  incited his 
people first to hate the Hebrews and then to force 
them into slave labour. The story of how a nation 
can first offer a safe home to refugees and then 
turn  against  them has  been  repeated  over  and 
over again in History.

Today  we  need  another  Moses  and  another 
miracle.

We trust those who have been on holiday have 
had a good time and escaped the rain, and that all 
the  children  have  found  things  to  occupy 
themselves,  and  are  nearly  ready  to  return  to 
school.

The summer seems to have gone so quickly, and 
Autumn is approaching fast, this month we will 
be looking forward to the Harvest services.

The  Baptist  Church  welcomes  all  who  would 
like  to  join  us  on  the  weekend  of  September 
16  th  /17th       when we will be celebrating all the 
fruits of the Harvest.

Sunday morning at 11-00am, and on Monday we 
start with tea at 5-00pm, service at 6-00pm, and 
the  Auction  of  all  the  harvest  produce  (for 
Operation Agri as is usual) after the service.

The  ladies  will  be  decorating  the  Church  on 
Saturday  afternoon,  and  would  welcome  any 
gifts of flowers, fruit or vegetables.

Phyllis Langdon,  Church Secretary

Not the Village Shop
Greetings to all ‘NOT’ customers

It’s lovely to see you, whenever you come by.

A couple  of  months  ago I  promised ’99 ways 
with fairy liquid’. That will have to be deferred, 
for several reasons; one is that I can only think 
of 27 (and some of those are suspect) but more 
important, we have better things to say:

• By the time you read this, we are trusting 
that  the van will  be roadworthy again and 

fully operational. We’re sorry that you were 
inconvenienced during its absence -  thank 
you so  much  to  The  Bell for  selling  our 
milk. 

• In order to harmonise better with post office 
opening, we’re revising our opening times. 
As from 3rd September we will be opening 
on weekdays from 8.30 till 1 pm, and in the 
afternoons we will close at 6.00 instead of 
6.30.  Saturdays  remain the  same:  8.30 till 
12 noon. It seems most of you would prefer 
this. 
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• Attention all keen gardeners and allotment 
holders. Do  you  have  surplus  produce? 
Bring it in and we’ll sell it - you get 2/3 of 
what  we  raise  and  our  customers  get  the 
freshest best stuff. If you had one of David 
Langdon’s  lettuces  or  some  of  John 
Redler’s  beans  recently  then  you’ll  know 
what we mean. 

• When we had our tasting on 2nd June various 
people  wanted  Allison’s  fruit  cake  recipe. 
There’s no room here, so we’ll have copies 
in the shop. Look out for other recipe cards 
too.

• I’m  sure  you’ll  all  want  to  join  us  in 
thanking Flo Brookes for her really helpful 
service in the shop since it opened. She’s off 
to Oxford soon to begin life as an art student 
but we’re hoping that she’ll  be with us in 
those long vacations.

Best wishes, Stephen Toogood.

A few lines from Jane

It’s not the village shop because it shut.
It’s an interim facility
Of some availability
And will do until the new shop opens up.

NEW OPENING HOURS

 Mon-Fri 8.30-1.00 pm 3.00-6.00 pm
 Saturday 8.30-12.00 

YOUR VILLAGE SHOP

NEEDS YOU

The Exe Valley Tea Shop
Chapel Road, Brampford Speke ~ 01392 841785

Opening times

Monday 12.00 –  6.30pm 
Roast Dinner 12.00 –  1.30pm

Tuesday  closed
Wednesday 12.00 –  6.30pm

Roast Dinner 12.00 –  1.30pm
Thursday closed
Friday   3.00 –  5.00pm
Saturday  12.00 –  6.30pm
Sunday  12.00 –  5.00pm

Roast Dinner 12.00 – 1.30pm 
if booked before 6.30pm on Wednesday

Enjoy an  ice  cream or  a  cream tea  on  a  lazy 
weekend.

Dog  walkers  are  welcome  and  there  is  a 
selection of toys to keep the young ones amused.

Sue Satchell
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25 Years ago

Focus September 1982
Foreigners Everywhere
During  the  season  they  seem  to  come  from 
everywhere  -  France,  Africa,  Europe  and even 
China.

Being wild flowers, animals or birds, they don’t 
have  to  bother  about  customs  and  other 
formalities which means it’s just as well they are 
mostly friendly.

Just  about  now  one  can  see  a  large  butterfly, 
mainly  brick-red,  spotted  with  black  and  with 
white wing tips - the Painted Lady-usually found 
on  Knapweed  (Hardhead  is  another  name), 
though a few are locally bred the majority come 
from the French coastal areas. At times swarms 
of  the  Large  White  similarly  appear  and 
unfortunately descend to breed on our cabbages 
and the like.  No government  interest  is  shown 
about these two but the Colorado Beetle, named 
after  origin,  occasionally  crosses  from Europe 
with  potentially  very  bad  results;  this  beetle, 
about  half  an  inch long and striped  black and 
yellow, does little harm itself but the caterpillars 
live  on potatoes  and are  a  serious  pest  on the 
continent; if you ever see one, do nothing to it 
but report your find to the Police immediately. 
Another and nicer visitor which has a foothold in 
south and east Devon is the Jersey Tiger Moth 
(seen locally this year) with cream and very dark 
brown forewings and deep salmon hindwings; its 

caterpillars  feed  on  brambles  and  dandelions, 
quite welcome.   

Many of our bird visitors come so regularly and 
stay as long it is difficult to say which is their 
main  country.  The  two  most  typical  are  the 
cuckoo and the swallow; both winter in Africa 
where others such as the Flycatchers also return 
to.  Round about Thorverton we do not get the 
water fowl exchanging our mild winters – for the 
harsh rigours of the Artic or Siberia. We do see 
Redwings and Fieldfares together with swarms 
of  starlings  that  raise  our  local  population 
fourfold.

Plants, whether they come accidentally like the 
Pirri-pirri  bur  from  New  Zealand  caught  in 
fleeces or deliberately like Buddlia from China 
and Chile, seem either to die out very quickly or 
flourish abundantly. The Himalayan Balsam, an 
unlikely  plant  in  Southern  England  adds  large 
patches of colour to our rivers. The insignificant 
green daisy without  any petals  usually in  road 
verges or gateways is called after its strong scent 
Pineapple  Weed  and  comes  from  Oregan.  We 
owe a lot of good things to the Romans, but they 
are blamed for introducing Ground Elder to us 
like  spinach  –  truly  it  came,  it  saw,  and  it 
conquered.

Martin Sanders.

Poetry
September

The dawn was cool and misty,
Gilt edged was the morn
And on such a day as this,
Was sweet September born.
Her face was fair to look upon,
And annointed by the dew
And perfumed by late roses,
In loveliness she grew.
Beauty was her raiment,
Golden light her hair,
The glowing red of hips and haws
Upon her cheeks was there.
 
With generous heart wide open,
With bounteous gifts in hand,

To scatter with each foot-fall,
She danced throughout the land.
Ripe apples in the orchard,
On every tree she hung,
On bush and hedge and over wall,
Were glistening blackberries strung;
Young mushrooms in the pastures
She spilled for all to find,
Fulfilling her pledge of plenty
For the poorest of mankind.
 
Warmth and life flowed from her,
It seemed the whole earth sighed
And was a colder, duller place,
The day September died.
 

Doreen Beer
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Glimpses Of The Past: 1856
Finally the Crimean War petered out.    Peace 
celebrations in many parishes were described in 
the local press, but there was no mention of such 
events taking place in Thorverton.   A possibly 
unexpected item of information soon afterwards 
released from St Petersburg was that during the 
siege  of  Sebastopol,  from  October  1854  until 
September 1855, the defence (the Russians) had 
discharged against the assailants (the British and 
the  French)  1,386,068  projectiles,  8,233,400 
pounds  of  gunpowder,  and  100,000,000 
cartridges.   You  have  to  wonder  who  was 
weighing and counting them all.

Cider-manufacturer  Thomas  Kingdon’s 
appearance at the Court of Bankruptcy in Exeter 
was reported at some length.   His expenses over 
the previous three years had come to more than 
twice  his  income,  largely  through  interest 
payments  on  lands  he  had  purchased  that  he 
could not afford.   The Commissioner considered 
that in a person of intelligence, pursuing a very 
active course of life like the bankrupt had, it was  
particularly discreditable, because he must have 
known he was obviously living, not upon his own  
means, but upon the means of others.    It was 
also not in his favour that he had been tardy and 
evasive in the production of documents and was 
known to have quietly sent elsewhere goods that 
should  have  been  auctioned  with  his  other 
effects.   Kingdon  was  therefore  not  fully 
discharged from his bankruptcy;   having had to 
leave  the  parish,  he  died  three  years  later  in 
London.

At  least  Kingdon was  not  sent  to  gaol,  unlike 
Mary Ann Tree, who having been found guilty 
of stealing a half pound of beef from the shop of 
Mr  Henry  Scott,  butcher,  of  Thorverton,  was 
sentenced to six months’ imprisonment.    Also 
incarcerated  was  Vincent  Matthews.     Mr 
Thomas  Potter,  of  Yellowford,  suspected  that 
somebody was stealing boards from his saw-pit 
and  instructed  Constable  Burridge  to  keep  a 
watch on it.   Sure enough, along came Matthews 
and removed five pieces of elm board.  Burridge 
apprehended  him,  although  the  prisoner,  on 
being  taken  displayed  much  gameness;   he  
struck  the  officer  violently  several  times,  and 
wrenched  his  staff  from him.     The  Tiverton 
magistrates committed him for trial and later, at 

the Devon Assizes held in Exeter Castle, he was 
sentenced to three months’ imprisonment.    The 
lighter  punishment  for  stealing  boards  and 
assaulting a police officer than for stealing half a 
pound of beef is surprising.

James  Pleace  found  himself  behind  bars  for  a 
different reason.   For neglecting to maintain his 
wife  and  child,  who  were  chargeable  to  the 
parish  of  Thorverton,  when  in  a  position  to 
contribute  towards  their  support,  he  was 
committed  to  gaol  for  three  weeks  with  hard 
labour.    Since  Pleace  was  not  born  in 
Thorverton and did not marry here, and his child 
was  not  baptized  here,  it  is  unclear  why  the 
Thorverton  overseers  should  have  been 
responsible for his family in the first place.

In 1855 a notice of the death of a William Force 
Mitchell, of Lympstone, appeared in the Western 
Times.    He had no known family connections 
with  Thorverton,  and  never  lived  here,  yet  he 
must have been the holder of the leases from the 
Dean and Chapter of properties which were put 
on the market by his Administrators in 1856 in 
four  lots:   Stone  (12  acres),  Swineshead  (18 
acres),  Barliabins  (32  acres)  and,  adjoining 
Barliabins,  A very Productive  Orchard,  with a 
Blacksmith’s  Shop,  comprising  about  2r(oods)  
15p(erches).    This last was the smithy at the 
end of Dinneford Street where “The Forge” was 
later built, and where the smith’s anvil for a long 
time remained on display in the garden.

The livestock and goods at Batcombe, the farm 
that in those days stood alongside Bidwell, came 
up for sale on the orders of the proprietress, Mrs 
Elizabeth  Brice,  who  is  about  to  decline 
business.     Once again the listing reflects the 
sheer variety of agricultural activity - the lack of 
specialization  -  on  the  part  of  yeomen  then: 
double and single couples  ...  ewe and wether  
hogs ... a ram ... cows and calves ...   heifers in  
calf ... barren heifers ... heifer yearlings ... cart  
horses (with their harness)   ...  hay cart colt  ...  
sows  in  farrow,  and one  fat  ditto   ...  bags  of  
potatoes  ... hogsheads of capital cider   ... casks  
... implements  ... furniture.     In the event, later 
directories  and  censuses  showed  Mrs  Brice’s 
son, William, continuing to farm Batcombe, so 
the sale may never have taken place.
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Perhaps the most  memorable local  event of an 
otherwise  rather  uneventful  year  was  Thomas 
Milford’s  latest  success  in  the  wheelwright 
community.    At the Bath and West of England 
Show at Yeovil he exhibited an improved one-
horse  cart  for general  purposes,    This  was a 
very complete vehicle,  and has,  we hear,  been 
purchased  for  Prince  Albert!    Now,  as  it 
happened, it was shortly after this that a notice 
appeared  in  the  press  inviting  tradesmen  to 
advertise in a forthcoming publication, Billing’s  
Directory  and  Gazetteer  of  Devon.   Milford 
responded  to  the  invitation  wholeheartedly: 
when the  thousand-page directory  came out in 
1857 it  contained two full-page advertisements 
for his firm.    Below is the print of THE PRIZE 
CART  OF  1856  -  Patronized  by  His  Royal  

Highness Prince Albert, which was accompanied 
by  a  lengthy  caption:   T.Milford  begs  most  
respectfully  to  invite  the  attention  of  the 
Agricultural public to his PRIZE CARTS, having  
been awarded the first Prize the last four years  
in succession, viz. at Yeovil, 1856;  at Tiverton,  
1855;   at  Lincoln,  1854;  at  Gloucester,  1853;  
and  at  Plymouth,  1853,  for  the  best  ONE-
HORSE  CART,  for  general  Farm,  Road,  and 
Harvest purposes, when in competition with all  
the principal makers in England.   The report of  
T.Milford’s Cart may be seen in the “Journal”  
of the Royal Agricultural Society, vol. 14, part 2,  
page 344;  also in the “Journal” of the Bath and  
West  of  England  Agricultural  Society,  vol.  2,  
page  208,  class  35.     List  of  Prices,  with 
Testimonials,  may be obtained by letter  at  the  
Manufactory.

So that was the cart, and those, presumably, were 
the  normal  working  clothes  of  the  local 
agricultural  labourer,  very  different  from  the 
gentlemen’s  wear  by  Pinder,  the  Exeter  tailor, 
which was illustrated in the May issue of Focus. 
It’s  worth  noting,  too,  that  this  and  its 

companion  advert  for  a  2-horse  cart  are  the 
earliest known printed images with a Thorverton 
connection,  apart  from  Spreat’s  view  of  the 
Church and churchyard that dates from 1842.

Ian Stoyle

Imaginative  ideas  sought  for  Devon 
Car Free Day

Employers  across  Devon  are  being  asked  to 
encourage staff to leave their car at home and try 
a  different  and  more  sustainable  way  of 
travelling  to  work  on  Friday  21  September.  
Devon Car Free Day is being organised as part 
of the TravelWise  campaign and in support  of 

the  International  'In  Town  Without  My  Car' 
event.
 
As an incentive to organisations and their staff, 
prizes  of  £50  vouchers  are  on  offer  for  the 
winners of four categories: best team effort, the 
most creative way of getting to work, the furthest 
distance travelled to work by green transport and 
the  regular  'green  traveller'  award.  Councillor 
Margaret  Rogers,  Devon  County  Council 
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Executive  Member  for  Environment,  said: 
"Devon Car Free Day is  all  about encouraging 
people to make changes to the way they travel 
for just one day, but in the hope that they will 
seriously consider continuing the car free habit. 
It's a chance to walk, cycle or travel by bus and 
find  an  alternative  to  the  car  which  keeps  the 
body  healthy,  and  helps  our  commitment  to 
make  Devon  the  greenest  county.  Regular 
exercise  can  reduce  the  risk  of  heart  disease, 
reduce stress levels and increase life expectancy. 
With one in four car journeys less than two miles 
in  length,  it's  possible  to  see  how  habits  can 
easily be changed and the car swapped for two 
feet or a bike for these short journeys.  I  hope 
that many people take the opportunity to support 
the event  on September 21st and  have a  go at 
making a  small  change which can make a  big 
difference."  
 

Every company which takes part will be entered 
into a draw for a prize of £1,000 to be spent on 
green  travel  initiatives  for  staff  such  as  cycle 
storage, pool bikes, or bus vouchers.
 
Devon  County  Council's  TravelWise  officer 
Lesley Smith said: "The aim of the day is to get 
people to leave their cars at  home and explore 
other options of getting to work. Organisations 
across Devon participated in the event last year 
with staff using everything from tandems, space-
hoppers  and  wheel-barrows,  to  rowing  boats, 
skateboards and piggy-backs to get to work, as 
well  as  the  more  'normal'  sustainable  travel 
options. We want to make this a fun day but with 
a serious underlying message as transport is one 
of  the  biggest  contributors  to  our  carbon 
footprint."
Competition  details  are  available  from 
travelwise@devon.gov.uk.

Golf Society Players of Thorverton

Since the last Focus we have had several GSPOT 
competitions, the results being;

Sunday 1st July

Winner Andy French

Joint  Runners  up  Gary  Kilby,  Ken  Galvin  & 
David Harlow

The “Donna - y” I did that trophy was awarded 
to Gary Kilby for chipping into the 2nd hole with 
his third shot, after duffing the second that could 
have won him over £100.

It was a close call against John Mann who was 
seen  chasing a  dog,  that  was  playing  with  his 
ball, down the 6th Fairway.

Friday 13th July 

Winner  Phill Beasley. 

Runner up Reith Roberts 

The “Donna - y” I did that trophy was awarded 
to John Mann for leaving a putt for a two short 
on the 2nd green, after it was pointed out to him 
there was not enough money in the Friday pot to 
cover the cost of the traditional round of drinks.

Sunday 29th July

Joint Winners Phil Beasley & Reith Roberts

Third Andy French

The “Donna - y” I did that trophy was awarded 
to Scott  Hasler  who managed to 4  putt  the 4th 

green (including a miss from 3 inches)

The two’s pot was won by David Harlow with a 
two on the 7th.  It  totalled £138 most  of which 
went back into the Exeter Inn Till.

Friday 10th August

We played a Texas Scramble in teams of three. 

The  winning  team  was  Robin  Tooze,  Andy 
French and Sheila Ball.

The runners up were John Mann, Scott  Hasler 
and David Harlow.

The “Donna - y” I did that trophy was awarded 
to Rob Flatt  who had the  responsibility  of  the 
last tee shot and went out of bounds.

http://uk.f260.mail.yahoo.com/ym/Compose?To=travelwise@devon.gov.uk
http://uk.f260.mail.yahoo.com/ym/Compose?To=travelwise@devon.gov.uk
http://uk.f260.mail.yahoo.com/ym/Compose?To=travelwise@devon.gov.uk
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Our  Singles Knock out Championship is now 
complete.

In  the  Semi-  Finals  Phil  Beasley  won  against 
Roger Flitney and Gary Kilby beat Bob Hyde.
The Final was won by Phil Beasley. 

The dates for September are ;  

Friday the 14th and Sunday the 23rd 

Anybody interested in joining us will  be more 
than welcome, just turn up at the Exeter Inn at 
1.30pm lunch time on Friday,  or 10 30 am. on 
Sunday.

David Harlow

Nature Notes

Moths and Caterpillars
I  took  part  in  the  June  Butterfly  Conservation 
Garden  Moth  Count  and  of  the  twenty  target 
species  I  had  the  Elephant  Hawk-moth, 
Cinnabar, Blood vein, Large Yellow Underwing, 
Buff  Ermine  and  Vapourer.  Other  species 
attracted  to  the  light  were  Lackey,  Common 
Footman,  Common  White  Wave,  and  Small 
Magpie.

The national results are now through with over 
400 people recording their findings. All twenty 
target  species  was  recorded,  most  frequent  the 
Large Yellow Underwing and Heart & Dart and 
least  frequent  the  Lime  Hawk-moth,  Garden 
Tiger  and  Humming-bird  Hawk-moth.  More 
details of the results can be found in the website 
www.butterfly-conservation.org. 

The  wet  conditions  affected  the  results  of  the 
2007 moth count so next year the count will be 
over a longer period from 21 June to 6 July for a 
chance  of  better  weather  and get  more  people 
involved and hopefully record more moths.

There  was  another  national  moth  count  on  11 
August,  known  as  National  Moth  Night.  I 
recorded 15 different species however there was 
one  I  couldn’t  identify.  Three  of  those  I  did 
identify I had never seen before. The last  time 
this  event  was  run was 11 August  2001 when 
682 species  was  recorded  and it  is  hoped this 
year’s count will beat 682.

I’ve seen some lovely caterpillars, on 26 June a 
big Drinker moth caterpillar,
12 July a Pebble Prominent moth caterpillar on 
the Pussy Willow tree, 5 August a big Oak Eggar 
moth caterpillar  and 17  August  a  Jersey Tiger 
moth caterpillar. On 10 August two Oak Eggar 

moths were flying around in frenzy, one a male 
was on its last legs and by the 11th had died and 
by coincidence I then found a female whose life 
was  almost  spent.  I  hope  these  ephemeral 
creatures had managed to mate and lay eggs. On 
13 August I found a male Drinker moth at rest. 
On 18 August another male Oak Eggar is flying 
around.  19  August  on  our  Privet  hedge  is  a 
female  Oak  Eggar  surrounded  by  three  males 
trying to mate her. One is successful and after a 
few minutes the remaining two fly away to find 
another female.  Mating takes between two and 
three  hours,  the  male  leaves  and  the  female 
remains clinging to the hedge.         

Grass Snake
Several  of  you  told  me  about  encounters  with 
grass snakes around here, especially when lifting 
the lid of the compost bin to find one curled up 
inside.  Lynne  Ford  and  Julie  Gordon  were 
walking past  Willow Cottage,  Raddon one day 
when  a  large  grass  snake  slithered  across  the 
road.  Nick  Endicott  tells  me  that  his  dad  (at 
Silverton) has grass snakes and slow worms side 
by  side  inside  a  shed.  These  reptiles  are 
obtaining warmth from the motor that provides 
aeration for a garden pond. 

Hedgehog
In July my parents kept hearing a strange noise 
around the back of the house. Unfortunately after 
a  few  days  they  discovered  it  was  a  young 
hedgehog  tangled  up  in  netting.  My  dad 
managed to get it out and with delight my sister 
took it home to nurse it back to full health. The 
hedgehog was set free only to head for the road 
so nephew Jack was hastily despatched to catch 
it, which he did, and got nipped in the bargain. It 
was let loose elsewhere and not been seen since. 

http://www.butterfly-conservation.org/
http://www.butterfly-conservation.org/
http://www.butterfly-conservation.org/
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Alder Buckthorn
I  may  have  mentioned  this  before  but  several 
years  ago  we  planted  some  alder  buckthorns 
along with hazel and damson to form a hedge. I 
think the alder buckthorn is a ‘value for money’ 
native  wildlife  shrub.  At  this  time of  year  the 
shrub simultaneously has berries and flowers.

In spring the Brimstone butterfly usually lays her 
eggs on the plant but despite hatching into well 
camouflaged green caterpillars,  they are nearly 
all  eaten  by  sparrows.  I’ve  seen  the  blackbird 
and blackcap eating the sweet buckthorn berries 
(don’t try them, they are a strong laxative). On 5 
August I watched a Holly Blue butterfly flitting 
around the buckthorn. She was laying pale green 
eggs  at  the  base  of  the  flower  buds  and  also 
sipping nectar  from the  flowers.  Lots  of  other 
insects such as flies, bees and wasps are feasting 
on the nectar.

Raptors
Although  I’ve  seen  the  Sparrow  hawk  flying 
about,  and  think  it  has  killed  a  goldfinch  and 
blackbird  down  the  garden,  by  far  the  most 
observed raptor this summer is a Hobby. Back in 
April/early May Mike Rich told me he thought 
he  had  seen  one.  Then  on  30  June,  as  I  was 
driving along the lane above Fordy Bridge I saw 
landed on the road, what I thought was a Hobby. 
I  then  noticed  quite  regularly  a  raptor  flying 
about being chided by swallows and martins and 
it  was  not  a  sparrow hawk.  I  happened  to  be 

chatting to Paul Edwards who lives opposite me 
at West Court and he mentioned he had seen the 
Hobby flying about. For me this confirmed what 
I  had  been  seeing  was  a  Hobby,  a  bird  I  had 
never ever seen before this year. Paul also told 
me that he had recently been out in a boat off 
Exmouth  when  before  his  eyes  he  saw  a 
Peregrine capture a Pigeon. On that trip he also 
saw a Storm Petrel.

Partridge
In  the  July/August  edition  of  FOCUS  I 
mentioned the pair of partridge. Tina Ayre told 
me  she  had  seen  them  as  well.  The  minute  I 
wrote  about  them they disappeared  however  it 
turns out they moved down the lane to Debbie 
Davey’s at Little Hythe. Debbie told me they are 
Red-legged partridge, dust bathing in the garden 
and being very well fed. Sadly one is no longer 
around but the remaining bird has become one 
very plump partridge. It hedge hops from Little 
Hythe  to  Gaydons  Cottage  and  on  to  Willow 
Cottage and back again.

And Finally…
I  found  a  young  vole  in  the  kitchen  doing  a 
trapeze act on the cable of the deep fat fryer. I’m 
not sure how it got in but it went out the kitchen 
window  after  carefully  being  scooped  up  in 
gloved hands.

Jenny Garne
2 Lower Poole, Raddon, tel 860875

Godoku

The  nine  different  letters  must  appear  in  each 
row, column and 3x3 box. The puzzle is hard but 
will be considerably eased if you can insert a 9-
letter word meaning ‘failure to notice’ in one of 
the rows or columns.

The solution is on page 31.
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The Garden in September

September,  and  autumn  coming  up,  and 
whatever happened to summer? The whole year 
seems to have been totally out of kilter, and I'm 
making  no  predictions  at  all  as  to  what  may 
happen  next.  Plants  seem  to  have  got  their 
seasons thoroughly mixed up - my magnolia is 
flowering again, there are primroses flowering, 
and  an  azalea  in  a  pot  (A.  indica),  is  in  full 
flower on the windowsill, looking very beautiful, 
but I doubt if it will now flower in the winter, 
when it would be far better appreciated. And I 
have just heard that a friend has got a hyacinth in 
flower now!

My soft fruit has not done well this year, largely 
because  the  birds  went  for  everything  before 
they  even  showed  any  colour,  and  before  I 
realised that they should have been covered with 
netting.  I  also  have  two  young  plum  trees,  a 
Victoria  and  a  mirabelle  (the  delicious  little 
cherry-plums), which are both loaded with fruit 
for the first time - but Brown Rot is going to get 
to  most of  them before they have a  chance to 
ripen. Oh dear, that is infuriating!

I  know  that  a  lot  of  people  have  lost  their 
tomatoes (and potatoes) to potato blight already - 
something else that has started much earlier than 
usual,  but  so  far  (and I'm touching  wood as  I 
write  this),  mine  are  all  right,  both  in  the 
greenhouse and against the house wall, as I have 
sprayed them thoroughly with Bordeaux Mixture 
a couple of times, and I check the plants every 
day, and pick off any leaves that look remotely 
as  though they might  be infected.  How long I 
shall be able to keep it at bay I don't know, but I 
shall  keep trying,  as they are just  coming into 
fruit,  and the  small  golden  Sunbaby variety  is 
delicious.

Let  us  get  on  to  happier  subjects.  This  is  the 
month to buy in bulbs to flower next spring, and 
time  to  plant  the  very  early  ones  if  you  want 
flowers in the New Year - prepared hyacinths, 
early dwarf tulips, etc, to be grown in pots. They 
should be planted as soon as possible and don't 
forget  that  they need at  least  8-10 weeks  in a 

dark cool place to give them time to develop a 
good root system. Don't bring them out into the 
light until the flower buds are well up and then 
leave them in a very cool place until the buds are 
ready  to  open.  The  very  early  narcissi  (Soleil 
d'Or and Paperwhite) do not need to be planted 
until 8-10 weeks before you want them to bloom, 
and these will not need any period in the dark 
like the hyacinths. Keep them in full light and in 
a cool place until the buds are showing well or 
they will grow far too tall  and leggy, and only 
bring them into a warm room as the buds start to 
open.

At this time of year, colchicum bulbs are usually 
on sale, and they are quite fun to grow simply 
standing on  a  saucer  on  the  windowsill,  when 
they will send up their flower stems without any 
soil at all. Use the single flowered ones for this, 
not the double ones, which I have always found 
to flop over and refuse to stand up at all. After 
flowering put them out in the garden, and they 
will develop their strap-like leaves in the spring, 
and with any luck will go on flowering outside 
for many years.

These days it is not usual, but do remember that 
a radiation frost is possible towards the end of 
the  month,  and  be  ready  to  cover  vulnerable 
plants at night if necessary , and get ready to dig 
up and store precious plants for the winter .

Plant of the Month.

Asters or Michaelmas Daisies.
These are wonderful plants for late summer and 
autumn, and come in every size and colour from 
8-9in to 4-5ft. If yours are prone to get mildew, 
it is well worth trying A. amellus and A. frikartii 
varieties,  as  these are not  so  prone to mildew, 
and  they  make  clumps  about  2  ½  ft  tall  and 
across. A. amellus 'King George' is a lovely clear 
violet, and Sonia pale pink, while A. frikartii is 
violet, and the variety 'Monch' is pale lilac. All 
of these will give a great show of colour over a 
month or more and are well worth growing.

P.B.
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Crossword

Focus Christic September 2007
The solution is on page 31

ACROSS
1  Was Harry Enfield  initially responsible  for  the 

Big Bang? (4,9) 
10 Quiet girl on Irish river? (7) 
11 I left ropes for device to control lift and drag. (7) 
12 I take journeys seeking to inflate my self-esteem. 

(8) 
13 Laugh shrilly about being taken in by swindle. 

(6) 
15 Come along in for tea. (4) 
16 Poor chose to alter prediction. (9) 
20 Almost all politics has Ming Campbell initially 

confused involved and responsible. (9) 
21 Big game get excited! (4) 
24 Whisper unexpected result. (6) 
26 Stop duel!  Crazy way with which to conclude. 

(8) 
28 I leave Algeria in some confusion, replaced by a 

student, female. (7) 
29 American writer doesn't keep quiet after finding 

me in person! (7) 
30 The finest nuts used to make biscuits. (5,8) 

DOWN
2  I, a Roman, rise to find a man in love. (9) 
3  Steven  found  the  chicken  lacking  in  moistness. 

(6) 
4  A fear of oxen stampeding? Much more than that! 

(10) 
5  Lot's changed and gone adrift. (4) 
6  Short pipe and key will keep male in check. 

(8) 
7  Device to control flow in rival vehicle. (5) 
8  Regards  friend  highly  and  meets  up  in  El 

Salvador. (7) 
9  Bus takes first passenger to steamer. (5) 
14 Prime cocoa drunk in  The Chocolate  Soldier,  for 

example. (5,5) 
17 Forerunner of position indicator on PC monitor? 

(9) 
18 German car taken by a soldier requires a reasoned 

defence. (8) 
19 Money held in palm - to buy pepper? (7) 
22 Wide minor highway. (5) 
23 A run of luck? Barely! (6) 
25 Starts to send out light and right type of energy. 

(5) 
27 Pack up grape skins and similar refuse. (4) 
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Thorverton Parish Information
(Please notify any changes to the Editor.)

AIR AMBULANCE EMERGENCY - QUOTE NATIONAL GRID REFERENCE
RECREATION GROUND – Sheet 192 SS 923019   MEMORIAL HALL FIELD – Sheet 192 SS 926019

Bus services            See inside back cover
Carers' Support Group Anne Higman, Wyndham House Surgery, Silverton.   860034.

Meetings - 3rd Wednesday of month, Wyndham House, 2.30-4.30 p.m.
Church (C of E) The Revd. Douglas Dettmer, The Rectory, Thorverton.  860332

Readers Nicholas Orme, Mrs.Rona Orme, Cob Corner, Brampford Speke.  841521 
Church Wardens Peter Colebrook, Ockero, Thorverton.  861019. 

Edwin Greed, Fortescue, Netherexe.  841231.
Consort Mary Thomas, 1 The Glebe, Thorverton.  860730.
P.C.C. Treasurer Royston Kershaw, 25 The Glebe, Thorverton.  860419.
Friends of Thorverton Parish Church Trust   Emmie Aird, Kirkfoard, The Berry, Thorverton.

Church (Baptist) The Revd. Maurice Harrison, 01884 258599.
Secretary Phyllis Langdon,  860932. Services, notice board or Focus.

County Councillor Cllr. Mr. M. Lee.  01363 772671.
District Councillor Cllr. Mr. R. M. Deed.  01392 861258.
Doctors Amanda Woods & Jon Wride / R. Leete, A. O’Brien, J. Stead & B. Stanley. 

Surgery times: see below.
Electricity (Western Power) Report a loss of power: 0800 365 900   Bill Enquiries: 0800 365 000

Street lights 0870 556 1851 
Friends of Thorverton & Silverton Surgeries    Christine Walker,  881501
Gas Emergency 0800 111999
Leonard Trust   Chairman: R. Hughes. Secretary: Mrs. E. Hughes, 3 Dinham Mews, Exeter   EX4 4EF
Library (Exeter Mobile)      EVERY WEDNESDAY, 2.55pm to 3.15pm  in the Quarry Car Park
Newspaper Reporter (Express & Echo)   Jane Ristic, 53 Silver Street, Thorverton.  860054
Parish Council Chairman Cllr. Michael Ayre, 
Parish Clerk Mrs Kate West, Great Pit Stables, Silverton.  861560.
Parish Council Meetings 2nd Tuesday of month, at Baptist Church Schoolroom, 7.30 pm.
Parish Allotments Contact the Parish Clerk - 861560
Parish Council Notice Board  Situated in School Lane, opposite the Thorverton Arms.
     IMPORTANT!- PLANNING APPLICATION NOTICES ARE DISPLAYED HERE.
Pension Service PO Box 93,  Plymouth  PL6 5WJ.      0845 60 60 265
Police Central Switchboard 24 Hours:  0845 2777444. 
Post Office Portacabin (TCT Ltd)  Quarry Car Park, Thorverton  EX5 5NG.   860455

Mon. Tue. Thurs. Fri :  9 am.-1.00 pm.,    2 pm.– 5.30 pm.
Wed. :         9 am.-1.00 pm.    
Sat. :                           9 am.-12 noon      Sun.  closed
Chair:               John Whiteside, Raddon Barton, 861133
Business Manager:     Jill Blewett, Faircop, Jericho St, Thorverton
Company Secretary:   Heather Kershaw, 25 The Glebe, 860419

Public Telephone Kiosk Opposite the Church, outside the Bell Inn, Dinneford  St.
School (C of E Primary) Head Teacher: Angela Thavarajah   860374.
School Governors Chair: John Iffla  01392 851943 

Clerk: Jane Ristic, 53 Silver St.  860054
School P.T.F.A. Chair: Carolyn Johnson, Hillside, Bullen Street, Thorverton. 860584

Secretary: Marie Thomas, 01884 855275
Treasurer: Di Baker, 860426 

South West Water 24 Hour Emergency: 0800 169 1144. 
         Helpline: 0800 169 1133.

Thorverton Millennium Chair: Dame Margaret Turner-Warwick, Pynes House, 
Green Trust Silver Street  861173     Hon. secretary: Shirley Hoole.

Tiverton Volunteer Centre 28, Gold Street, Tiverton  EX16 6PY.  Judy Seymour, 01884 255734.
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Thorverton Organisations

Amateur Dramatic Society     Chair: Colin Marshall, 861228
Secretary: Sally Salter, 841740
Meetings - Last Wednesday of each month at the W.I. Hut.

Art Group Barrie Phillips, Crossmead, School Lane, Thorverton. 860529 
Meet Fridays during term-time at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 am-12.00.

Arts Exchange Claire Cousins, Cubberley House, The Berry. 860438.
Monthly meetings in members’ homes at 8.0 pm. (see Diary)

Association Football Club  Chairman: Lewis Jones, Ivy Cottage, Thorverton. 861064.
Secretary: David Gregory, 2 The Orchard, Brampford Speke, 841803.

Bowls Group Chair: Roy Clark, 860927.
Secretary: Ken Maynard, 3 Bullen Street, Thorverton.  860661

Bridge Circle Graeme Culshaw, 3 The Glebe, Thorverton 860203. 
Meets 1st/3rd/5th Fridays at the W.I. Hut from 7.00 p.m..

Brownies’ Leader Marjorie Maynard, Bullen St. Thorverton.  860661.
Meet Fridays during term-time at the W.I. Hut, 5.30-7.00 pm.

Church Flower Club Meetings as advertised.
Cricket Club Chair: Charles Kislingbury, Arley House, 19 Church St, Silverton.  860270

  Secretary: M C Denford, 14 Moorlands, Tiverton EX16 6UF 01884 255076
Fixture Sec: J Meredith, 190 Mincinglake Rd, Exeter EX4 7DS 01392 272504

Focus Magazine Chair: John Carter, Rewe.  841237
Editor: Neville Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062.
Secretary: Jane Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062.
Treasurer:  Barbara Uglow, 14 Cleaves Close, Thorverton. 860614.
 Focus deliveries – John Carter, Rewe.  841237

Friends of Silverton & Thorverton Surgeries
Coffee Mornings in The Royal British Legion Club, Silverton
held on the LAST THURSDAY of every month except December.

Golf Society Players of Thorverton Contact David Harlow. 860724
History Society Chair: Bill Stamper, Dunelm, Raddon, Thorverton. 860214

Secretary: Phyllis Langdon, Ferndale, Bullen Street, Thorverton. 860932.
   Website  <http://www.thorhistsoc.org/>

Ladies Group Meet 2nd Thursday of month,  (Venue and time - see Focus Notices).
Memorial Hall Committee  Chair: Mrs S Stephanie Shelton. Fir Tree House, Bullen Street. 861027.

Treasurer: John White, Waters Ford, Milford Lane. 860827.
Secretary & Bookings:  Jean White, Waters Ford, Milford Lane. 860827.

Memorial Hall Market 2nd Saturday of the month, at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 - 11.00 am.
Play Group Contact: Sara Burnard (Chair) 01884 855216.

Mon/Tues/Wed/Thurs during term-time, at Memorial Hall, 9.30 am-12.00.
Thorverton Ambling, Rambling and Tramping Society (TARTS)

Contacts : Caroline Prince 07749 775304 or Jean Brown 861176
See notices of walks in Old Post Office Window Bullen Street.

Toddler Group Contact : Fiona Kugele, 861448.
Wednesdays, during term-time, at the Memorial Hall, 9.45 a.m.-11.45. 

Rainbows Contact Jean Pearn  860105, Penny Fice  861136, 
Term-time, Tuesdays  4-5 pm at the W.I. Hut.

Royal British Legion Chairman / Hon. sec:  Bill Stamper,  Dunelm,  Raddon, Thorverton. 860214
Hon. Treasurer: Emmie Aird.

Women’s Institute Secretary: Susan  Maguire    01363 775624
Bookings:  Susan Maguire    01363 775624.
W.I. Meeting. 1st Tuesday of the month at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm.
Whist, 3rd Tuesday of the month, at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm.

W.I. Market & Coffee 4th Saturday of the month at the W.I. Hut. 10.00 am. to 11.00 am.
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Doctors’ Surgeries

THE EXE VALLEY PRACTICE

Dr JON WRIDE and PARTNER

The Surgery, The Berry, The Surgery, 3 Coach Road, 
THORVERTON EX5 5NT SILVERTON EX5 4JL
Tel: 01392 860273 (24 hours) Tel: 01392 860176 (in surgery hours)
Fax: 01392 860654 Fax: 01392 861598

Surgery Hours

Mon. 2.30  -   4.30   Mon.     9.00  - 11.00 
Tue. 3.30  -   5.30           Tue.      9.00  - 12.00 
Wed. 10.30  - 11.30 Wed.     3.30  -   5.30
Thu. 3.00  -   5.00              Thu.      9.00  -  11.00 
Fri. 9.00  - 12.00              Fri.        3.00  -   5.00

The Surgeries are OPEN at the following times

Mon.   8.30  - 12.45  &  2.00  - 6.00               Mon.      8.45  - 12.30
Tue.    8.30  - 12.45  &  2.00  - 6.00               Tue.      8.45  - 12.00
Wed.   8.30  - 12.45  &  2.00  - 5.00             Wed.        3.00  -   6.00
Thu.    8.30  - 12.45  &  2.00  - 6.00        Thu.          8.45  - 12.30
Fri.      8.30  - 12.45  &  2.00  - 4.00         Fri.           2.00  -   6.00

REPEAT PRESCRIPTIONS  (Monday – Friday)   Please note that 48 hours notice is required for ALL 
repeat prescriptions. Repeat Prescription line:    01392 861622

WYNDHAM HOUSE SURGERY,  Fore Street,  SILVERTON,  EX5 4HZ
Telephone 01392 860034                   www.wyndhamhousesurgery.co.uk

Dispensary Hours:     Monday to Thursday:     09.00 – 13.00  &  14.00 – 18.00
                                   Friday:                            09.00 – 13.00  &  14.00 – 17.00

Please note The doctors are happy to speak to you on the phone instead of an appointment. Please 
request this from reception when you telephone.

Dr Jonathan STEAD Dr Anthony O’BRIEN Dr Emma ZIEGLER

Monday 09.00 - 11.00 08.30 – 10.30 09.00  - 11.00
                           15.30 - 17.30                            15.00 -  17.30                                                                            

Tuesday 09.00 - 11.00 09.00 -  12.00
                           15.30 - 17.30                            15.00 -  17.30                                                                            

Wednesday 09.00 - 11.00 09.00 - 11.00
                           15.30 - 17.30                                                                                                                            

Thursday 09.00 - 12.00 09.00 – 11.00
15.30 – 17.30

Friday 09.00 - 11.00 09.00 - 12.00 09.00 – 11.00
Alt. weeks *15.00 – 16.00 Alt. weeks

(Urgent cases only)*
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Crossword and Sudoku solutions

Bus services

Turner’s Tours (bus 678)  Mon-Fri. 10.09 from The Berry and the Baptist Chapel. 
Return 13.35 from Exeter bus station, Stand 5.

Cook’s Coaches (service 355), Stagecoach (service 55B) Mon-Sat (except Bank Holidays) 
To Tiverton  9.02, 11.02, 13.02, 15.02, 17.32, 18.11 (55B) from The Berry and Broadlands. 
Return from Tiverton bus station. 9.40, 11.40, 13.40, 15.40, 18.05.

To Exeter 8.00, 10.05, 12.05, 14.05, 16.05, 18.30 from The Berry and Broadlands. 
Return from Exeter bus station. 8.40, 10.46, 12.40, 14.40, 17.10, 17.50 (55B).

Timetables for the 355 service are available at the Post Office.

Stagecoach 55 service runs every half-hour in each direction along the Exeter-Tiverton road, stopping at 
the Thorverton turn.  Please consult Stagecoach 55 Group timetable for details of this service.

Stagecoach free service to Somerfield’s, Broadclyst, from Broadlands on Tuesdays 14.00.

Stagecoach offers  a  variety  of  concessions  for  regular  commuters,  shoppers,  children,  students  and 
jobseekers as well  as one-day unlimited-use Explorer tickets.  Further details  from Stagecoach: 01392 
427711 or 01803 664500 or www.stagecoachbus.com or www.devon.gov.uk/devonbus.

Devonbus Timetable Information: call Traveline  0870 608 2 608  Timetables available at the Post Office

http://www.stagecoachbus.com/
http://www.stagecoachbus.com/
http://www.stagecoachbus.com/
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Diary 2007
Please notify FOCUS Editor of additions or changes.

(Email: focusonthorverton@yahoo.co.uk or phone Neville Lane on 861062)

SEPTEMBER
Sat 1st TARTS walk, location to be decided
Tue 4th W.I. Meeting  Members’ Meeting, W.I. Hut
Thu 6th Arts Exchange, Place Names, Stable House, 8 p.m.
Fri 7th Concert, Upton Pyne Church, 7.30 p.m.
Sat 8th Saturday Market, Thorverton Memorial Hall, 9.30 a.m.

Badger Watching evening (contact Jenny Garne 860875), leave from The Bell, 7.45 p.m.
Wed 12th Film An Inconvenient Truth, Newton St Cyres Parish Hall, 7 for 7.30 p.m.
Sat 15th Cadbury's Annual Walk / Fun Run, register from 2.00 p.m

Bond comes to Brampford, Brampford Speke Village Hall, 8.00 p.m.
Sun 16th Harvest Festival, Baptist Church, 11 a.m.

TARTS walk, Templers Way, Hay Tor to Teignmouth
Mon 17th Tea, Baptist Church, 5 p.m.

Harvest Service, Baptist Church, 6 p.m.
Sat 22nd W.I. Saturday Market
Sun 23rd Newton St Cyres Tennis Club open day, Newton St Cyres recreation ground, 2.00 p.m.
Mon 24th Thorverton Co-operative Trust Ltd AGM, WI Hut, 7.30 p.m.
Wed 26th Public meeting to discuss Village Plan, Memorial Hall, 7.30 p.m.
Thu 27th Thorverton Millennium Green Trust AGM, Exeter Inn, 7.30 p.m.
Fri 28th Coffee/Tea morning for MacMillan Cancer Support, W.I. Hut, 10.30 – 11.30 a.m.

Thorverton & District History Society, Thorverton W. I. Hut, 7.30 p.m.
Merin Waite – ‘Thai Monarchy and England’

OCTOBER
Tue 2nd W.I. Meeting  Mr Gavin Haig on ‘Trials & Tribulations of being a Surgeon’, W.I. Hut
Fri 5th Fashion Show, Thorverton Memorial Hall, evening
Sat 6th The Good Time Girls, Memorial Hall
Thu 11th Arts Exchange, Japan, Cubberley House, 8 p.m.
Fri 26th Thorverton & District History Society, Thorverton W. I. Hut, 7.30 p.m.

Sadru Bhanji – ‘Hedgeland’s Model of Georgian Exeter’
Sat 27th W.I. Saturday Market

50-50 auction, Memorial Hall, 6.30 p.m.

NOVEMBER
Tue 6th W.I. Meeting  Mrs Cleave on ‘Cushions’
Thu 15th Children In Need Christmas Shopping Evening, W.I Hut, 6.00 – 10.00 p.m. 

Arts Exchange, Misunderstandings, Ockero, 8 p.m.
Fri 23rd Thorverton & District History Society, Thorverton W. I. Hut, 7.30 p.m.

Members’ Evening
Sat 24th W.I. Christmas Market

Music workshop, Thorverton church

DECEMBER
Tue 4th W.I. Meeting Annual Meeting W.I. Hut.
Wed 5th Arts Exchange, Christmas, Campion Cottage, 8 p.m.
Sun 23rd Parish Church Carol Service, 5 p.m.

JANUARY 2008
Fri 25th Thorverton & District History Society, Thorverton W. I. Hut, 7.30 p.m.

AGM and Bill Stamper – ‘Going to School in Thorverton’


	Thorverton Amblers Ramblers and Trampers
	100 Club Draw Winner for August
	Saturday 8th September 


	Family Dog Show & Car Boot Sale
	In aid of St Peter’s Church
	September


