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Editorial 
 
Where did the summer go? – it promised so much in 

late-June, but sadly fizzled out, or for most of July 

simply washed out.  It didn’t help me to hear regular 

reports from my mother over the past few weeks 

about just how lovely it was where she was (just 

outside London), how she was enjoying tea in the 

garden etc.  Never mind, we have so much to be 

thankful of that I suppose it would be churlish to 

moan about the weather.   

 

As we go to press I hear that the planning application 

for the shop and post office in the Quarry Car Park 

and the housing development at Court Barton was 

rejected by the Mid-Devon Planning Committee.  I 

know that this issue has aroused some strong 

emotions, and I have received one letter on the 

subject already, but given that the outcome was 

known so late in the day, I will hold from publishing 

anything until next month.  By then we should have 

had the opportunity to understand the details and to 

initiate debate on the matter (if it is debate that you 

want).   

 

I have had some first-hand experience of putting 

Focus together this month.  Normally I leave most of 

the hard work to the very able Rob Purvis and Ward 

Crawford, but this month I found myself needing to 

put everything together myself.  Understandably, 

given that he is working much of the time in Slough, 

Ward is finding it difficult to devote as much time as 

he would want to putting Focus together.  This 

means that we again have an opportunity for 

someone to help edit Focus.  Some IT skill is handy 

– particularly the ability to copy, paste and then re-

format from documents sent to us by email, and to 

use Word – but patience is probably the other key 

requirement.  If you would be interested in taking on 

this role please contact me.   

 

I hope that you managed to get a break over the 

summer and that, like me, you look forward to a 

good autumn.  As always there is plenty going on – I 

can recommend the Cadbury Fun Run (for which my 

aim is always to complete the course in fewer 

minutes than my age in years) and the Ploughing 

Match.  I am also pleased to note that TADS have a 

production in September and look forward to this.   

 

Neville Lane, Editor

In this Focus  

Letters 2 Allotment News 22 

Thorverton Parish Council 4 Nature Notes 23 

Thorverton Memorial Hall News 5 Brampford Speke Garden Club News  24 

Notice Board 6 Cadbury Charity Family Fun Run and Walk 24 

Parish Church Services and News 10 Thorverton Amblers Ramblers and Trampers 25 

Baptist Church 14 TADS 26 

News from Netherexe 14 Golf Society Players of Thorverton 27 

Thorverton artist exhibits at The Phoenix 15 Thorverton Post Office 28 

Thorverton performer at Edinburgh Festival 15 Poetry 29 

Thorverton Rural Services Association  16 The Royal British Legion of Devon Rally 29 

Thorverton C of E School 16 Twenty-Five Years Ago 30 

Legal Eagle 18 Thorverton at Work – Sunnybrook Cider 30 

Thorverton U11s Football 19 The Garden in September 32 
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Letters 
 

From Dorothy May of Bridge House 

  

Many grateful thanks to the stalwarts who made such 

a good job clearing out our stream which had become 

a sordid disgrace [see photos below of the team in 

action].  In all my years here I have never seen the 

stream in such a sorry state and not a pleasant 

welcome for visitors to our charmed village.  It now 

remains for the "powers that be" to get in a digger to 

dredge out the bed of the stream which contains too 

much silt and stones. 

  

Also many thanks to John Mortimer who keeps our 

green mown and the lawn looking good and also for 

his work in the church yard to help keep it tidy.  Also 

thanks to John White for his floral contributions to 

the village. 

  

We are lucky to have good helpful village folk. 

 

 
From Maggie Denman, Brook Lodge 

 

My family and I wish to thank everyone who sent 

cards and messages of sympathy on the passing away 

of my dearly loved husband, John, on the 15
th
 July 

2009. It was a great comfort to us in our sad loss. 

 
 

From Dorothy Folland of The Forge, Dinneford 

Street 

  

My family join me in expressing our most grateful 

thanks for the many messages of sympathy that we 

have received on the passing away of Herbert at 

Ashdowne Care Centre, Tiverton, on 15
th
 July.  We 

are deeply touched by the support we have had from 

neighbours, friends and acquaintances from the 

village and beyond. 

  

Your cards and letters have all paid a wonderful 

tribute to Herbert; many of you realised his illness 

started some time ago while still at home and 

continued to worsen as time passed.  We had support 

from you then and it is still continuing.  Our heartfelt 

thanks to everyone.  Also many thanks to those who 

attended the service of thanksgiving for his life at the 

Baptist Church in Thorverton on 23
rd

 July.  The Rev 

Philip Porter officiated at the Crematorium and at the 

Chapel. 

  

Donations were gratefully received for the Children's 

Hospice SW.  Thanks again. 

  

Sincere thanks to everyone for all the kindness and 

helpfulness that has been given so generously.  We 

are indeed fortunate to live in a community that 

shares one's joys and sorrows.  God bless you all. 

 
 

From Clive Hamblin, Chairman of the Governors, 

Thorverton Church of England School 

 

Free Books for Schools:  A big thank you to all those 

who collected tokens from The Times. As a result of 

your efforts we have been able to order 35 new 

books which will be placed in the School library. 

Should you wish to pop into School to have a look at 

the new books please do so, we should be delighted 

to see you. 
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From Sylv Gregory, Broadlands 

 

My abseil down Canonteign Falls raised £312 for 

Marie Curie Cancer Care and the Blooming Great 

Tea Party raised £113-60 making a total of £425-60. 

I would like to thank all those who supported me. 

Together we have helped towards making a 

difference for those less fortunate. 

 

  

From the Fice and Crebo families 

 

Congratulations to Nic, Sam and Chloe Fice on 

the arrival of a new baby boy, William Samuel, 

born on 14
th

 August. 

 

 

From Don Hodgetts of Wee Cott, Bullen Street 

 

News reaches me that the film Easy Virtue has 

mention of Thorverton in it.  Colin Firth, playing 

a landowner, complains that the soldiers from his 

village nearly all got killed whereas the soldiers 

"from Thorverton down the road" nearly all 

returned home after the War [a search of Google 

suggests that this is indeed in the script - Ed].   

 

 

 

I have a letter of invitation from Jane Hudson 

inviting anyone from Thorverton to drop in on 

her at her house in Brixham.  She offers excellent 

hospitality and sings the praises of the location, 

overlooking the harbour and marina.  

Convenient for Greenway House too - Agatha 

Christie's summer house which is now open to 

the public.  Jane would be delighted to see you.  

If you do wish to call on her please contact me 

for details.  Ed.  

 

 

The photos in the next column are of the Tug of 

War at the Silverton Street Market where the 

Thorverton ladies’ team defeated Silverton ladies 

by 2 pulls to 1 to win the ladies’ cup. 

In the men’s event, the “Lamb Chops”sponsored 

by Energy Systems and mainly comprising 

Thorverton men beat the Three Tuns 2-0 in the 

semi-final but lost 2-1 to the Lamb in a very 

competitive final.   

 

 
 

 

  

Pictured above are:  

Men’s team (left to right): Alex Fice, Alan 

Westcott, Colin Wardle, Lee Mackie, Mike 

Grigg, Dominic Carbines, Matt Vanstone, Stuart 

Peters, Chris Gill and Sam Fice. 

Ladies’ team (left to right), back row: Donna 

Harris, Sarah Yeandle, Sammi Chudleigh, 

Rachel Bury, Natasha Carbines. 

Front row: Annabelle Shelton, Keeley Wells, 

Louise Broom and Kay Tate. 
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Thorverton Memorial Hall News 
 

 
 

Saturday Market 
 

100 Club Draw Winner for June 

No 17 – Heather Kershaw 

100 Club Draw Winner for July 

£50 – No 40 Pete Woollacott 

100 Club Draw Winner for August 

No 93 – Mrs W. Greenslade 
 

Market Draw Winners for August were:  

Chicken Dinner  Jan Hamblyn 

Fruit Basket  Betty Allen 

Planter   Paddy Milford 

  

Country Show 
 

The Show Committee are delighted to be able to 

announce profits of £12,776 from this year’s event. 

The Hall Committee are very grateful to all who have 

helped to raise this record figure. Without the help 

and support of the village this event would not 

succeed. 

 

We are also very grateful to the bands who played on 

Saturday afternoon/evening at the Music Fest and to 

those who helped to organise this. When we were 

approached at the start of the year we were not sure 

how it would work but decided to try it. The numbers 

attending were way beyond our expectations and 

everyone seemed to enjoy the evening. 

 

The Show Committee were sad to say farewell to 

three of its members, Michael Ayre, Colin Marshall 

and Mike Shelton. We will miss you but thank you 

for all you have done for the Show. We look forward 

to seeing your names on the helpers list next 

year!!!!!!! (The list is open to receive names 

already!) 

 

 

Curry Night 
 

Back by popular demand, Colin will be running 

another of his excellent Curry Nights on Saturday 3
rd

 

October. You can collect a take-away, place an order 

for delivery or come along to the Hall and eat in. To 

be sure of a seat at your favourite time, please 

reserve your table in advance (8.00- 10.00pm). You 

can choose a Chicken, Lamb or Vegetarian curry 

with rice for £5. There will also be deserts available 

Please get your delivery orders in by 8pm on Friday 

1
st
 February. You can also pre book a take away or 

come along to the Hall between 6.00 and 8.00 on 

Saturday evening  You can contact Jean White on 

860827 or  Colin or Alison Marshall (861228) for 

more information. 

 

Starlight Ball 
 

This was another successful evening with about 70 

of you joining us at the Hall. Taylor and the Made 

Gentleman were their usual entertaining selves and a 

good time was had by all.  

Thanks to all who helped make this evening so 

enjoyable and to those of you who came along on the 

night. 

 

50Fifty Auction 
 

This is the time to start sorting out your odds and 

ends for the 50fifty auction which will take place on 

Saturday 24
th
 October. More details in the October 

Focus. 

 

 

 
John Brunyee, aged 91,on his motorbike  at the 

Country Show (photo by Jane Lane)
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Notice Board 
 

 

  THORVERTON    

MEMORIAL HALL 

 

 SATURDAY MARKET 
 

                
 

Saturday 12th September 
 

 9.30 - 11.00am        
 

Breakfast Bar, Fruit & Veg 

Books, Cards, Jewellery 

Jams/preserves, Plants 

Bric-a-brac, Cakes, Draw etc. 

 

 100 Club Draw  
 

Reg. Charity No. 203778 

 

 

 

Thorverton Arts Exchange 
 

At Arts Exchange meetings we share our 

enthusiasms for writing, music, painting, film, craft 

etc. with one another. 

Usually there is a theme to our choices, but 

occasionally an individual member will take 

responsibility for a whole evening.  

The meetings take place in members’ homes at 8.00 

p.m. on Thursdays. The next meetings are: 

 

September 3rd:   Intrigue, at Stable House 

October 8
th
:  Animals, Pynes House 

November 12
th
:  Humour, Cubberley House 

December 9
th
:  Ending, Campion Cottage 

 

New members are always welcome. 

For further information contact Claire Cousins at 

Cubberley House, The Berry (860438) 

Saturday November 21st 

WI 

CHRISTMAS SHOPPING TRIP 

(Open to all) 
 

To BATH 

Leave The Berry 9am Return 

from Bath at 5pm 

Price £12-50 
Some places of interest: 

The Abbey;  Royal Crescent;  Jane Austen 

Museum; Poultney Bridge and Weir; Roman 

Baths and Pump House;  Lovely Shops, 

cafeterias and quaint little streets 

 

Contact Sylv Gregory on 01392 860183 
 

Charity number 229868 

 

Sylv & Anne’s 
CHATTER CAFÉ 

 

WI Premises - 2-30pm to 4-45pm 

All welcome. 
 

We will be open every Monday (excluding Bank 

Holidays). Look forward to seeing you.  
 

Charity number 229868 
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  THORVERTON    

MEMORIAL HALL 

 

 

50Fifty Auction 

 

Saturday 24th October 

 

Viewing from 5.00p.m. 

 

Auction from 6.00p.m. 

 

Bar, Pasties & Pies 

 
Sale items to Hall Thurs. & Fri. evening  

 

Contact J. White - 860827 for more details 
 

Reg. Charity No. 203778 

 

 

 

 

THORVERTON  

MEMORIAL HALL 

 

CURRY NIGHT 

Saturday 3
rd

 October 
 

Delivered/Take-away 

6.00-8.00pm 

(orders by Friday or call in) 

 

Eat In 8.00 – 10.00pm 

(pre booking essential) 
 

Lamb/Chicken/Vegetarian £5 
(deserts also available) 

 

Full Bar Facilities 
 

Ring Jean on 860827 or  

Colin & Alison on 861228 

 
Reg. Charity No. 203778 

 

 

 

Thorverton Church Consort Practices 

THURSDAYS at 7.45 to 9 p.m. in church,  

September 10
th
, 17

th
 

October 1
st
, 15

th
, 29

th
 

November 5
th
, 26

th
 (Christmas 1) 

December 3
rd

 (Christmas II)  

December 10
th
 (Christmas III) 

December 17
th
 (Christmas IV) 

  

Thorverton Church Junior Consort Practices 

Mondays from 3:30 to 4:30 pm in school (except for 

the last one which is in Church) 

September 7
th
, 14

th
, 28

th
 

October 12
th
 

November 2
nd

, 23
rd

 

December 7
th
, 14

th
 (in Church) 

Carol Service: December 20
th
, 5pm 

 

TABLE-TOP SALE 
 at 

W I PREMISES 

on 

SATURDAY OCTOBER 17th 
 

10am to 11-45am 
 

£5 per table 
 

(Everybody who has a table will be responsible 

for removing unsold items) 

TEAS/COFFEE/BACON BUTTIES 
AND RAFFLE 
 

Contact Sylv Gregory: 01392 860183 

 

 

Make a Joyful Noise - a Music Day for All 

 

Saturday October 10th 2009 from 10.30 - 5.00 

 

In and around Exeter Cathedral. 

 

A multi-choice workshop day with excellent national 

and local leaders covering a whole range of musical 

style including Choral, Gospel, Reflective, 

Instrumental, Liturgical, Music for Young People 

etc. 

 

For more details contact Andrew Maries  on 01884 

34389 or email: maries@keynotetrust.org.uk 

 

http://uk.mc245.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=maries@keynotetrust.org.uk
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Allotment Holders' Annual Meeting 

 

The Thorverton allotment holders' annual 

meeting will be held at 

 

The Exeter Inn (Skittle Alley) 

on  

Monday 12th October at 8.00pm 

 

The meeting will be an opportunity for both 

current allotment holders and anyone else 

interested in taking an allotment in future to 

discuss the running of the allotments, ask 

questions and make suggestions for 

improvements.  The allotment committee for the 

next twelve months will be elected at the 

meeting which will be followed by a "pot-luck" 

supper.  All those attending are asked to bring a 

plate of cold food to share.  

 

 
Lost sunglasses:  Left by Karon Murphy’s 

daughter at the Millennium Green on Tuesday 

11th August in the late afternoon.  They are very 

distinctive as they are bright yellow heart shaped 

sunglasses. They are of sentimental value only 

but greatly loved. 

 

If found please contact Karon or Niamh Murphy 

on 861056.  

 

 

Devon Open Studios 2009 

5-29 September 

A chance to see the work of and talk with 

more than 100 artists around Devon.   

 

Booklet with details of studios open 

available in the Post Office. 

 

In Thorverton, Chris Cole will be 

exhibiting her printmaking on canvases 

and textured surfaces at 17 Silver Street 

between 11.00 am  and 6.00 pm on 5, 6, 

7, 11, 12, 13, 14, 17 (6 to 8 pm), 18, 19 

and 20 September 
 

Devon Adult and Community 

Learning 
 

Autumn Brochure 
 

now available online at 
 

 www.devon.gov.uk/adultlearning 
 

See the wide range of exciting new courses for the autumn term 
 

Computing 
 

Arts & Crafts 
 

English and Maths 
 

Work Related Training 
 

Modern Foreign Languages 
 

Various General Interest Courses 
 

Learn new skills and improve existing ones  

 
Free ‘try it out’ courses available week beginning 21st 

September 

Courses start from 28th September 
 

ENROL NOW 
 

 Telephone My Devon on 0845 1551014 to enrol using your 

credit or debit card 

Early bird discount on every course you enrol on before 25th 

September 
 

If you do not have access to a computer, brochures will be delivered to 

every household in your area from the end of August onwards 

 

http://www.devon.gov.uk/adultlearning
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Family Dog Show  

and Car Boot Sale 
 
In aid of St Peter’s Church 
 

AT CHAMBERLAINS FARM, BRAMPFORD 

SPEKE 
 

ON SUNDAY 20TH
 SEPTEMBER 

 

Car Boot Sale from 1.00pm,  

Dog Show Entries taken from 1.00pm; Dog Show 

commences 2.00pm prompt 
 

Fun Classes for all Dogs including Waggiest Tale, 

Most Appealing Eyes, Best Condition, Best Child 

Handler, Best 6 Legs: £1 per class  
 

Plus Prize Draw : Refreshments : Cake Stall 

 

 
 

 
 

Are you listening or really 

listening? 
This autumn the Netherexe Parishes plan to 

repeat the ‘Just Listen!’ Christian Listening 

course we ran successfully last autumn.  It 

consists of two 2-hour sessions, and can lead on 

to a more advanced listening course we plan to 

run in the New Year.  If you are interested or 

would like further details, please contact Carole 

Hossell (phone: 01392461279; email: 

carole@hossell.f9.co.uk) or Geoff Saltmarsh 

(phone: 01392851202; email: 

geoffsaltmarsh294@btinternet.com).   

The sessions can be in the morning or in the 

evening depending on the preferences of those 

who would like to take part. 

 

 

On Saturday 12th September, the 24th 

Annual Cadbury Charity Family Fun Run And 

Walk will take place. As is customary, it will 

start and finish at Fursdon Coach Hall and 

registration will take place from 2.00pm 

for a start time of 2.30pm. 
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Parish Church Services and News 

 
 

 
 SEPTEMBER 
 SERVICES & INFORMATION 
 

 The Netherexe Parishes 
  A Mission Community in the Diocese of Exeter  

  www.netherexe.org 

 
 SEPTEMBER 6    Trinity 13 [Proper 18]   
   

 9 am Holy Communion [C] at Huxham HW  
 10 am Family Service of the Word at Newton St Cyres  HD  
 10 am Holy Communion [C] with Children’s Group at Thorverton SS  
 10 am Service of the Word  at Upton Pyne  Lay-led  
 11.15 am Holy Communion [T] at Cowley  JB  
 11.15 am Service of the Word at Rewe GS & AB  
 5 pm ‘Service with a Smile’   at Stoke Canon for all ages  
 6.30 pm Joint Evening Service  at Brampford Speke Chapel Peter Webb  
 6.30 pm Evening Prayer [BCP] at Poltimore HD  
   

 
   

 SEPTEMBER 13 Trinity 14  [Proper 19]   
   

 8 am Holy Communion [BCP] at Newton St Cyres DD  
 9 am Holy Communion [C]  at Upton Pyne  DD   
 10 am Holy Communion [C] at Stoke Canon DD & HD  

The Commissioning of Mr Richard Somerwill as Headteacher of Stoke Canon Church of 
England Primary School will take place at this service. 

 

 10 am Family Service of the Word  at Thorverton  Lay-led  
 11.15 am Holy Communion [C] at Rewe DD   
 6.30 pm Evening Prayer [BCP] at  Cadbury HD  
 6.30 pm  Evening Prayer [BCP] at Newton St Cyres DD  
   

 
   

 SEPTEMBER 20  Trinity 15 [Proper 20]   
   

 10 am ‘Service with a Smile’  at Brampford Speke  For all ages   
 10 am Harvest Festival - Service of the Word at Cadbury Lay-led  
 10 am Holy Communion [C] at Newton St Cyres CH  
 10 am Holy Communion [C] at Poltimore JM  
 10 am     Harvest Festival - Service of the Word at Stoke Canon DD  
 10 am Harvest Festival - Service of the Word at Thorverton HD  
 11.15 am Holy Communion [C] & Baptism at Upton Pyne  DD & HD  
 3 pm Harvest Festival – Service of the Word at Netherexe HD followed by refreshments   
 6.30 pm Evening Prayer [BCP] at Huxham DD  
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SEPTEMBER 26 

 

6 pm 

 
Ember Day 

 

 

The Ordination of The Reverend Hilary Dawson as Priest  

and Holy Communion [C] 

 

The Bishop of Crediton  

 

at THORVERTON CHURCH 

 

Followed by a reception at Thorverton Memorial Hall 

 

A CELEBRATION FOR EVERYONE  

 
   

 SEPTEMBER 27   Trinity 16 [Proper 21]   
   

 8am Holy Communion [BCP] at Thorverton DD  
 9 am Holy Communion [T] at Brampford Speke DD   
 10 am Holy Communion [T] at Cadbury  DD  
 10 am Holy Communion [T] at Cowley JB  
 10 am Service of the Word at Poltimore JS & GK  
 11.15 am Holy Communion [C]  at Rewe  DD  
 7 pm “From Beginning to End”   An evening of reflection-based on image, music, poetry and prayer.  

Part one-Creation 
Part two-Revelation [planned for Sunday 25 October] 

 At Stoke Canon Church-followed by light refreshments HW& GK 

 

   

 
 

 OCTOBER 4 Trinity 17 [Dedication]   
   

 9 am Holy Communion [C] at Huxham HD& DD  
 10 am Holy Communion [C] with Children’s Group at Thorverton DD  
 11 am Harvest Festival - Family Holy Communion [C] at Newton St Cyres  HD & SM 

 followed by Harvest  Lunch 
 

 11.15 am Harvest Festival - Holy Communion [T] at Cowley JB  
 11.15 am Harvest Festival - Service of the Word at Rewe DD  
 11.30 am Harvest Festival – Holy Communion [C] at Upton Pyne SS followed by Harvest Lunch   
 5 pm ‘Service with a Smile’   at Stoke Canon for all ages  
 6.30 pm Harvest Festival - Evening Service at Brampford Speke HD & PW  
 6.30 pm Harvest Festival - Evening Prayer [BCP] at Poltimore DD  
   

 
   

 Daily Services   Usual pattern – please see the Sunday leaflet ‘In Touch’ for daily services each week   
   

 Monday 9 am Morning Prayer at Stoke Canon Chapel  
     

 Tuesday 9 am Morning Prayer at Stoke Canon Church  
  6 pm Evening Prayer at Rewe  
     

 Wednesday 9 am Morning Prayer at Thorverton  
     

 Thursday 9 am Morning Prayer at Thorverton  
  5 pm Evening Prayer at Newton St Cyres  
     

 Friday 9 am Morning Prayer at Thorverton  
     

 Saturday 9 am Morning Prayer at Thorverton  
   

   

 SEPTEMBER 29 St Michael & All Angels   
   

 7.30 

pm  

Mission Community Service of Holy Communion [C]   

at Stoke Canon  

 

Hilary Dawson 
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 DD = The Rev Douglas Dettmer, Priest-in-Charge 
 

SS  = The Rev Sue Sheppard, Associate Minister  
HD = The Rev Hilary Dawson, Assistant Curate 

 

 JB  = The Rev John Benton 
BB  = Mrs Bridget Boxall 
DB  = Mr David Boxall 
AB  = Mrs Annabel Branney 
CC  = Mr Chris Cook 
JC  = Mrs Jane Cook 
JD = Mrs Julia Dallen 
JH= Mrs Jenny Hanson 

CH  = The Rev Chris Hughes 
GK  = Mrs Gwynneth Keehner 
JM  = Preb John Mapson 
DP  = Mr David Perrott  
VQ = Mrs Valerie Quinn 
SM = The Rev Sue Martin 
GMS = Mr Geoffrey Saltmarsh 
VC = Mrs Veronica Clarke 

VM =  Mrs Valerie Mills 
MOJ = Mrs Maureen Owen-Jones 
JS  =  Mr John Sandford 
GS  = Mr Guy Sheppard 
AS  = The Rev Alan Simmonds 
PW = The Rev Peter Webb 
HW = The Rev Harold Whitty 
GP= Mrs Gerda Perrott  

 

 Family Services of the Word marked  are led by Lay Teams  

 
   

 Services in the Netherexe Parishes  
   

 Your parish churches aim to provide a variety of service types to meet the needs of the whole community.  
Everyone is welcome at all services!  

 

   

 Most Sunday services except those early in the morning include hymns and music   
   

 ‘Service with a Smile’ at Brampford Speke   

 ‘Service with a Smile’ at Stoke Canon  

Family Service at Thorverton 

 

  These Family Services are designed for all ages and with the needs of young children especially in mind.  
They are informal and contemporary in style, often including a children’s activity at the beginning; without 
communion.  Services usually last about 35 minutes and are followed by refreshments 

 

 
Young people’s group meeting during the 10 am service at Thorverton on the first Sunday of the month in 
school term time  

 

 Holy Communion (C)  

 Traditional service in contemporary language (one hour)   
 Holy Communion (T)  

 Traditional service in traditional language (one hour)   
 Holy Communion (BCP)   

 Very traditional, quiet and reflective service from the Book of Common Prayer (45 minutes)  
   

 Service of the Word (SW)  

 Morning or Evening Service (without communion) in contemporary language, often lay-led  
 Morning Prayer (BCP)  

 Traditional Morning Service (Mattins) from the Book of Common Prayer (about an hour)  
 Evening Prayer or Choral Evensong (BCP)  

 Traditional Evening Service from the Book of Common Prayer (about an hour)  
   

    

 
   

 Would you like a lift to church?  

May we offer you a lift to the parish church or to a joint service elsewhere?  For transport to Sunday services 

from locations in Thorverton parish, please ring Steve Rendell on (0 1392) 860780.  To arrange a lift to the 

weekday Holy Communion at Thorverton on the dates listed above, please ring Margaret Turner -Warwick on 

(01392) 861173 

 

   

 

The Reverend Hilary Dawson 

Assistant Curate in the Netherexe Parishes  

 
will be ordained Priest by the Bishop of Crediton 

 on Saturday 26 September 2009 at 6 pm in Thorverton Parish Church 

 

Your prayers and presence are requested 

A reception will follow at the Memorial Hall, Thorverton 

 

Hilary will preside at Holy Communion for the first time on the Feast of St Michael and All Angels on 29 

September 2009 at Stoke Canon Parish Church 
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Letter from the Reverend Sue 
Sheppard 
 
Ontological.  Quite a good word if you have a lot of 

“O”s left in a game of Scrabble.  But what does it 

mean?  Of or relating to essence or the nature of 

being according to a dictionary I consulted.  Quite 

important then!  Ontological is a word often used 

when speaking of ordination to the priesthood.  An 

“ontological change” is said to take place – a change 

in the essence or the nature of being of the person 

being ordained.  In other words priesthood is not 

only about what a person does, it is about what a 

person is.  It is not something to be undertaken 

lightly, without much thought, prayer, and 

preparation.  And yet every year several hundred 

people are ordained as priests in the Church of 

England.  In the words of the ordination service they 

commit themselves to, 

“…be servants and shepherds among the people to 

whom they are sent…” 

And a lot more besides.  This is the path that our 

very own Hilary Dawson has pledged herself to take 

on our behalf.  Hilary underwent a rigorous selection 

process and then three years of training, while 

continuing to juggle the demands of family life and 

her work as a school chaplain.  She joined our 

mission community just over a year ago and we have 

benefitted hugely in that time from her wisdom, her 

gentle pastoral manner and her sense of humour.  

Now it is time for us to support her as she takes a 

further significant step along the road God has called 

her to take.   On Sunday 26
th
 September at 6pm  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hilary will be ordained priest by Bishop Bob Evens 

in Thorverton Church, with a reception afterwards at 

the Memorial Hall in Thorverton.  We hope that as 

many of you as possible will come along to this 

joyous occasion to celebrate this special day with 

Hilary.   

Hilary has a calling to a particular role within the 

church –  but all of us who profess a Christian faith  

are called by virtue of our baptism to be in Christ: to 

grow into ever closer union with him and to live out 

our lives in response to his life, death and 

resurrection.  For each of us that involves living in a 

particular way and becoming a particular kind of 

person, someone who reflects something of the life 

of Christ.  That is our primary calling - to represent 

Christ in the world. Hilary heard God‘s voice calling 

her and responded generously.  We must all follow 

her example, listen for God‘s voice and respond.  I 

would like to finish with a prayer which we can say 

for Hilary as she is ordained priest – and for 

ourselves. 

 

All Highest and Glorious God, 

Cast your light into the darkness of my heart. 

Grant me right faith, firm hope, perfect charity, 

profound humility, 

With wisdom and perception, O Lord,  

So that I may always and everywhere 

Seek to know and do what is truly your holy will,  

Through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

 

 

From the Parish Registers   To mid-August 

Baptisms       Michelle Clare Singleton  

                     Ruby Isabelle Singleton 

                     Jessica Kaitlyn Singleton  (2 August at Newton St Cyres) 

                     Paris Lexie Prout (9 August at Stoke Canon) 

Marriages      James Grieg and Amy Bowden  (18 July at Cadbury)    

                    Nathanael Brown and Victoria Carver (25 July at Thorverton) 

                    Alistair Rudman and Sarah Howard (1 August at Thorverton) 

Funerals       Dennis Giles (21 July at Stoke Canon) 

                     John Denman  (29 July at Thorverton) 

                     Len Tewksesbury  (29 July at Exeter Crematorium) 

                        Garfield Alford (7 August, service at Stoke Canon, burial at Netherexe) 
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Baptist Church 
 

Oh, that they were wise, that they would consider 

their latter end! 

Deuteronomy 32 v29. 

 

One of life’s greatest challenges is thinking and 

doing the things that ultimately matter and bring 

success. A life in which anything goes, is a life in 

which nothing goes. Wisdom means having the 

discipline to prioritise and the ability to work toward 

a stated goal. The question is not, ‘Will my calendar 

be full,’ but ‘Who will fill it,’ and ‘What will it be 

filled with,’ To know your life’s priorities you must 

frequently pause and ask, 1) Lord, what do You want 

me to do?’ 2) What is required of me that nobody 

else can do? 3) What will bring the greatest return? 

God doesn’t reward wasted effort, He rewards 

Wisdom. 

 

The story’s told of a lighthouse keeper on a rocky 

stretch of coastline who received a new supply of oil 

each month to keep the light burning. Being close to 

the shore he had lots of guests. A woman from the 

village needed some oil to keep her family warm; a 

farmer requested some for his tractor; a mechanic 

wanted some to lubricate a wheel. All the requests 

seemed legitimate so the lighthouse keeper tried to 

please everybody. Before the month was over his oil 

was gone and the beacon went out. 

 

As a result several ships were wrecked and lives 

were lost. When the authorities investigated, the man 

was very repentant. But to his excuses and pleading 

their reply was, ‘You were given oil for one purpose; 

to keep the light burning,’ 

 

Be wise; prioritise! 

 

In a survey, people over 90 were asked, ’If you had 

your life to live over, what would you do differently? 

Three answers constantly re-emerged a) ‘I’d spend 

more time with my family and friends’ b) ‘I’d take 

more risks’ c) ‘I’d do things that would live on after 

I’m gone,’ Wisdom is the art of knowing what to 

overlook. Petty things steal too much of our time and 

we finish up living for the wrong reasons. 

 

Several years ago 300 whales died mysteriously. 

Why? Because they pursued a school of sardines and 

ended up marooned in a bay. The little ones lured the 

big ones to their deaths. By chasing small ends they 

wasted their vast powers and got insignificant 

results. 

 

One of the most interesting stories to come from the 

Titanic disaster was of a wealthy woman who had a 

place in one of the lifeboats. Asking if she could 

return to her stateroom for something, she was given 

three minutes. Stepping over money and precious 

gems littering her cabin floor, she grabbed three 

oranges and returned to the lifeboat. Circumstances 

transformed her values; tragedy clarified her 

priorities. 

 

Let’s learn from her; be wise and prioritise !     

 

September 27/28
th
    Baptist Church Harvest Services    

All very welcome 

Sunday Morning  Service at 11-00am 

Monday Harvest Tea at 4-30pm, Concert and 

Epilogue starting at 6-00pm.  

 All welcome to all or either 

 

Change of plan this year, instead of fruit and 

vegetables, we are collecting packets and tins, to go 

to “Chat” at Tiverton, who find homes and give 

boxes of groceries to the homeless. If anyone would 

like to support this worthy cause, we would be most 

grateful, for your help. The ladies will be needing 

flowers and greenery for decorating the Church on 

the Saturday afternoon, if you would like to call and 

see us, there will be a cup of tea, and a biscuit on 

hand I expect. We would love to see you on any of 

our services, over the weekend.     

 

Phyllis Langdon,  Church Secretary

 

News from Netherexe 

 
 

The beginning of July started off with our annual 

fund raising event at Rewe Fete. Our stall was well 

stocked with bric-a-brac, homemade cakes and 

savouries.  Thanks to all who donated items, helped 

or visited our stall and made purchases. We were 

very pleased to make a profit of £141.  
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A summer lunch at the Mays has become a popular 

feature in the July calendar.  Forty people plus 

children came and despite the rain ending plans to sit 

outside, we all managed to enjoy ourselves.  Some 

brave souls even took up residence in the Gazebo. A 

lovely salad lunch, appetising selection of puddings 

and liquid refreshment made for a very happy time to 

mix with friends.  Thanks to all who helped and, of 

course, those who came to eat, drink and talk, 

helping us raise £290. 

 

Songs of Praise was a new venture for us and it took 

place at the end of July.  Again the weather was wet 

so I lit the candles in the church windows to give a 

warm welcome.  Everyone was in good voice singing 

favourite hymns chosen by some of the Netherexe 

community. Refreshments after the service finished 

off a lovely evening and no cars got stuck leaving the 

field!  It is easy to forget that our little church 

requires a lot of work cleaning and setting up each 

time we have a service. Afterwards it needs more 

work to put it in “mothballs” until the next time it is 

needed. So a special thank you to the dedicated band 

of helpers who bring the church to life and put it to 

sleep.  

 

In early August the Horse Show was held in the 

fields adjacent to the Church. It was an ideal time to 

hold a church open day and we are never 

disappointed with the number of visitors we get.  It 

wouldn’t be Netherexe without refreshments, so Mrs 

Burns and I served up nearly 40 cream teas that 

afternoon with the proceeds going to the Church.  

 

August ended on a sad note as we said our goodbyes 

to Garfield Alford, a friend to all, who was laid to 

rest in the churchyard.  

 

Looking forward to September we have a wedding 

blessing and, of course, Harvest Festival on 

September 20
th
 at 3p.m.  We look forward to 

welcoming you at the Harvest Service – if the field is 

wet don’t worry, your car won’t get stuck – trust me!    

 

Helen May 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thorverton artist exhibits at The 
Phoenix 
Thorverton artist, Harry Haysom, recently had an 

exhibition of his excellent paintings on display at 

The Phoenix in Exeter.  Harry specialises in 

portraits.  We wish him a successful future. 

 

 

 
 

The artist in front of two of his portraits 

 
 

 

 

Young Thorverton performer at 
Edinburgh Festival 
 

Congratulations to Chris Jones who performed with 

the Stage by Stage Theatre Company at the 

Edinburgh Festival this summer.  I hope to have 

more on this in the next edition of Focus. 

Ed 
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Thorverton Rural Services 
Association Winds Up 
 

At a meeting of members in the WI building on 

Monday 20
th
 July Thorverton Rural Services 

Association, founded as a campaigning group to 

establish a permanent shop for the village, decided 

that it was unlikely to achieve more than it has 

already, and that the association should therefore 

disband.  

Thanks to the generosity of members and a number 

of bodies, the association’s liability for architect’s  

 

 

 

fees has been paid off, and a financial statement from 

the treasurer showed that the books could be closed. 

This was agreed by all those present, and the 

association was formally wound up. 

Many people worked very hard on several schemes 

and the experience and knowledge gained will be 

essential to finding a permanent place for the shop. 

 

Alan Turner, Chair TRSA 

 

Photo: John Spivey (see more pictures at www.johnspiveyphotography.co.uk  

 

 

Thorverton C of E School 
 

Thorverton School Memories 

This summer's leavers were asked to write about 

their memories of their time at Thorverton 

School.  Below are extracts from their memories: 

 

The trip to Kent's Cavern: 

Abi Rhodes: When I was in Year 4 we went to 

Kent's Cavern; the guide blew the candle out and 

talked about sabre tooth tigers and hyenas.  Row 

and I were so scared. 

Rowena Garne: My first memory is going to 

Kent's Cavern in Year 4.  We were inside the 

cave when the guide blew out the candle and 

everything went dark.  I remember trying to 

shuffle backwards to find my mum.  

Benni Gomme: In Year 2 we went on a coach 

with Mrs Dargue and Mrs Woodgate to Kent's 

Cavern.  All I can remember is the drawings and 

skeletons of dead animals on the walls.  

http://www.johnspiveyphotography.co.uk/
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Killerton House - Victorians 

Oliver Wills: In Class 2 we were Victorian 

slaves.  We had no food.  We were actually 

pretending (or were we?!?).  We went to 

Killerton House where we "pretended" to be 

slaves and do slave-type things (we were all 

masters of that kind of thing, hmm...).  

  

Paignton Zoo 

Mason Luffman: This was when they had just got 

the crocodile house and I was really excited 

because I am fascinated by crocodiles.  Did you 

know crocodiles have the hardest skulls in the 

world? 

Aidan French: Sam and I saw a monkey and it 

had a black and white mohawk, it also had a 

black tail which had a point of hair on it.  Punky 

the monkey loved running around and climbing 

on the fence, he had hazel-brown eyes. 

Sam Ashworth:  I remember Punky, a monkey at 

Paignton Zoo, which Aidan and I named Punky.  

He was a black and white monkey.  We called 

him Punky because he had a black and white 

mohawk, plus his tail hair was pointing outwards 

instead of being flat. 

 

Residential at The Mill Adventure Centree, 

South Molton 

Mason Luffman: We went to The Mill, home of 

Devon's biggest and coolest climbing wall.  It 

also has a bouldering cave, a zip wire, a crate 

stacking area...and camp fire circle!  The most 

awesome thing was that I climbed about 40 foot 

twice!  At The Mill they also have awesome 

instructors.  My favourite was Neil, who is really 

funny! 

Lewin Heaven-Ince: The climbing wall was 

really scary and was very high.  It was 55 feet 

high.  On the last day I managed to climb to the 

top.  On Monday and Thursday evenings we had 

a talent show - I won both shows!  I did a 

comedy and magic act. 

One of the instructors was called Neil.  He was 

funny and nice because every time he had some 

sweets he shared them!  The food was delicious.  

We stayed for five days.  I enjoyed every day! 

Sam Ashworth: Neil was an instructor at the Mill 

- our 2009 residential.  He was really funny, kind 

(he gave us Skittles), relaxed and just overall 

awesome.  On the first day I called him Sir, but 

he said that it made him feel old, so I called him 

Young Sir and he called me Old Boy! 

 

Sports Day 

Rowena Garne: I remember Sports Day when 

the teams were blue, red, yellow and green.  I 

was in blue for two years and then I moved into 

red.  The groups have now changed from colours 

to Thorverton's streets:  they are now Silver, 

Dinneford, Jericho and Bullen.  I am in 

Dinneford.  It's Sports Day again this Monday - 

my last Sports Day at Thorverton. 

Abi Rhodes: In Sports Day we had the teams as 

blue, green, red and yellow, but now they are 

called Silver, Dinneford, Jericho and Bullens.  I 

am in Silver and I used to be in Blue. 

  

Escot 

Aidan French: We went to Escot and did what 

Anglo-Saxons did - we chopped wood and lit 

fires.  We also made little oaty biscuits and put 

jam on them, they were lovely but our batch 

turned out wrong and they were all burnt.  We 

made a clay oven but it wasn't ready in time to 

cook in it.  We got our feet muddy. 

  

Changing teachers 

Oliver Wills: When I started Mrs Renison was 

Class 1 teacher with the helpful assistance of 

Mrs Underwood.  The other classes had Mrs 

Woodgate and Mrs Dargue for Class 2 and Mrs 

Gale and Mrs Prouse working in Class 3.  The 

classes have changed quite a lot, but Mrs 

Dargue, Mrs Prouse and Mrs Woodgate are still 

there, but they are sadly on their last year, so...all 

the teachers will have changed from when I 

started to when I finished.  Now there is Mr 

Mackie, Mrs Pyne and Mrs Woodgate - all good 

teachers. 

Benni Gomme: Mr Poppleton was head teacher 

when I was in Reception.  His career was coming 

to an end and Mrs Thavarajah was taking over in 

my Year 1 (2003).  My teachers in Class 1 were 

Mrs Renison and Mrs Underwood.  By the end 

of Year 1, we had created dogs out of plastic 

bottles and papier mache and we'd also done a 

bit more, not just made dogs. 

 

Mr Mackie's Jokes 

Oliver Wills: Mr Mackie is famous for his 

rubbish jokes.  I can't stress how rubbish they 

are.  I'll give it a good go...Rubbish!  Sometimes 
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they were good, but mostly rubbish! 

Mason Luffman: I also remember Mr Mackie's 

terrible jokes, they were so rubbish I can't 

describe them, but I'll have a go...rubbish! 

Aidan French: Mr Mackie - bad jokes, sound 

effects and accents.  The best teacher we ever 

had, and he really did have bad jokes. 

Benni Gomme: I will remember Mr Mackie for 

his rubbish jokes...rubbish. 

Abi Rhodes: The Class 3 teacher is Mr Mackie, 

who tells bad jokes but is a really good teacher. 

Sam Ashworth: I will remember his terrible, 

appalling and rubbish jokes, sound effects, 

laughs, accents, smile and funniness.  He is an 

amazing teacher - the best teacher I have ever 

had.  He boosted my intelligence and confidence. 

Final words 

Abi Rhodes:  I am sad to be leaving as I have 

really enjoyed being at Thorverton School. 

Rowena Garne:  I have enjoyed my time at 

Thorverton - it has been fun and exciting.  I have 

had to face some challenges along the way, but 

my friends and the teachers have always helped 

me through. 

Lewin Heaven-Ince:    I am looking forward to 

QE, but will miss Thorverton. 

Sam Ashworth:  School has been fun generally... 

Benni Gomme:  generally it has been fun - 

generally! 

Oliver Wills: It has been fun (thank you). PS. Mr 

Mackie's jokes really are rubbish! 

 
 

 

 

Legal Eagle 
 

Many will be familiar with the sorry tale of  

Jarrndyce and Jarndyce which forms the backdrop to 

‘Bleak House’. A litigated probate matter in the 

Court of Chancery which, because of the numerous 

delays to proceedings, resulted in the whole of the 

estate being frittered away in legal costs and 

expenses. Could such a thing happen today? Unlikely 

in terms of the delay; possible in terms of the costs 

etc exceeding the value of the estate. 

 

In the case of Bouette –v- Rose [2000] Lord Justice 

Robert Walker concluded his judgment by saying 

that he ‘….. earnestly hoped that the parties would 

reach an acceptable compromise by alternative 

dispute resolution, rather than by taking their claims 

to trial, which would create a real danger that the 

whole estate would be spent in litigation….’ 

 

Disputes in relation to wills and estates can be bitter, 

protracted and expensive. It has been said that, 

‘Divorce is friendlier’. However, statistics on the 

High Court’s workload for 2007 reveal  that 

inheritance disputes jumped by 330% and 

contentious probate actions by 153% in just 12 

months. 

 

Over the next few months we will be looking at a 

number of the issues that lie at the heart of probate 

litigation. It may, for example, be claimed that the 

will has not been drawn in accordance with the 

statutory requirements contained in Section 9 Wills 

Act 1837; that the testator did not possess the 

necessary mental capacity at the time of making the 

will; that the testator was subjected to duress or 

undue influence in relation to the will or specific 

gifts within the will. In addition to issues concerning 

the will and its making, a dependant of the deceased 

who receives no benefit from the estate either under 

the terms of the will or as a consequence of the rules 

of intestate succession may decide to bring a claim 

against the estate seeking reasonable financial 

provision. 

 

The formalities required for a valid will are set out in 

Section 9 Wills Act 1837, as substituted by Section 

17 of the Administration of Justice Act 1982. A will 

which fails to comply with these formalities is 

invalid and cannot be admitted to probate. 

 

Section 9 provides that: 

 

‘ No will shall be valid unless – 

 

(a) it is in writing, and signed by the 

testator, or by some other person in his  

      presence and by his direction; and 

(b) it appears that the testator intended by 

his signature to give effect to the  

      will; and 

(c) the signature is made or acknowledged 

by the testator in the presence of  

      two or more witnesses present at the 

same time; and 

(d) each witness either – 

(i) attests and signs the will; or 

(ii) acknowledges his signature 

in the presence of the 

testator ( but not necessarily 

in the presence of any other 

witness ), but no form of 
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attestation shall be 

necessary’ 

 

It is worth mentioning at this point that different 

formalities are required in the case of a statutory will 

of a mental patent, and a privileged testator may 

make a valid will informally. 

 

A will must be in writing. It cannot ( except in the 

case of a privileged will ), be oral ( nuncupative). 

The will can be written in the testator’s own hand or 

may be written by someone on behalf of the testator 

or typed or word-processed as is the case with the 

majority of professionally drawn wills.  

 

The will may be written in ink or pencil or a 

combination of the two. However, if it is in both and 

there is a conflict between that written in pencil and 

that written in ink the court will presume that the 

pencil writing was merely deliberative and would, as 

a consequence, exclude it from probate. 

 

A will may be written on any material. In Re 

Murray [1956] the will had been written on the back 

of a cigarette packet and in Hodson –v- Barnes 

[1926] on an eggshell. It may also be written in any 

language or even in code, provided that evidence is 

available from which the code may be deciphered. 

 

The courts have adopted a liberal approach to the 

question of whether or not the will has been ‘signed’ 

by the testator. Any mark made by the testator will 

be regarded as a valid signature, provided that the 

testator intended it to be so. There are examples 

therefore of initials being held to be a valid signature 

and in one case, In the estate of Finn [1935] the 

thumb print of the testator was accepted as a valid 

execution of the will. 

 

In Re Cook [1960] the testatrix wrote her will in the 

form of a letter which began, ‘ I Emmie Cook…..’ 

and signed it, ‘Your loving mother’. The court held 

this to be a valid will. 

 

With regard to the positioning of the testator’s 

signature, the requirement is merely that the testator 

intended by his signature to give effect to the will. 

Therefore, the testator can place his signature 

anywhere on the will provided that it is apparent 

from the positioning of the signature that it is 

intended to give effect to the document as the 

testator’s last will and testament. In the event of a 

dispute, the evidence ( usually from the attesting 

witnesses ) will be vital to the determination of the 

question as to the testator’s intention at the time of 

making his signature. 

 

In all cases where a will is signed in an unusual place 

rather than at the end, opposite the attestation clause,  

the Registrar will require affidavit evidence of the 

testators intention before admitting the will to 

probate. 

 

Next month we shall look at the remaining 

requirements of Section 9.     

 

Clive Hamblin     

 

Thorverton Under 11s Football 
Yes believe it or not it is that time of year again. 

Football Season is here!!! Did it ever end? Well not 

for the young boys of Thorverton, after finishing in 

the top five of the Exeter and District Sainsbury’s 

friendly league they entered many summer 

tournaments.  After not doing so well in the early 

tournaments they finished on a high after becoming 

runners-up in the Newton St Cyres 6-a-side 

tournament and then winning the Cullompton 

tournament.  The Cullompton tournament was very 

exciting with only losing to Moores and 

Cullompton in the group stages then going to a 

penalty shoot-out in the semi-final and also in the 

final against Moores but with great goal keeping 

from Sam Talbot and a fantastic sudden death 

penalty by Matthew Grace Thorverton were crowned 

winners on a very wet summer’s day!!!  

 

This coming 2009/10 season will be a challenge to 

the boys as they move into under 11s, 9-a-side and 

larger goals. After finishing in the top five last 

season they have secured their place in League 1 of 

the Exeter Sainsbury’s friendly league.  The boys 

and their managers would like to thank the Leonard 
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Trust for their very kind donation enabling the club 

to purchase new goals ready for this season.   

The end of season celebration was held at Dipfield 

Thorverton with the annual dads v boys and mums v 

boys. The dads are getting very competitive now and 

won their game although not very easily. The mums 

however did not fare so well and lost.  The 

2008/2009 awards were as followed:- 

Players’ Player – Benji Thomas 

Manager’s Player – Sam Talbot 

Leading Goal scorer – Ben Harget 

Most improved – Jamie Khan 

Parents’ Player – Morgan Ballard    

The evening was very good fun and huge thanks to 

Pete and Nicky Thomas for holding the event.  

All that is left to say is GOOD LUCK to Thorverton 

youth and their managers for what will hopefully be 

another successful season. Please come and support 

the boys on a Saturday morning see fixtures below 

for details of when the boys are home at the REC. 

 

 

I Don’t Believe It! 
 

Those of us who have complained that town and city 

High Streets have become little more than modern 

day temples of moneylenders may soon have some 

consolation, as money industry consolidation 

removes more famous and once respected names 

from High Street facades. 

Perhaps we have only ourselves to blame, as our 

elected councillors fervour for pedestrianisation and 

escalating rates and parking charges drive more 

customers and retailers from town centres. With once 

thriving centres taking on the appearance of MGM 

ghost towns we must be thankful for the fickleness of 

fashion that keeps open China’s factory outlet shops 

and the dozens of caffeine dealers needed to refuel 

our nation’s shopaholics.  

Retailers that remain loyal to the high streets 

continue to surprise me with their resourcefulness, 

daily increasing the breadth of their merchandise, 

with bookshops now selling expensive bottled water 

and cheap electric kettles. 

 

Following our “summer” holiday I had hoped to give 

bankers (and you) a break. However, it really is 

outrageous that bankers and traders continue to 

receive such large bonuses. You and me and Alistair, 

having collectively funded a £37billion bailout of 

UK banks, are now told that bonuses this year are 

predicted to increase to £4billion. Similarly in the 

US, where this mess had its origins, a $74billion 

taxpayer bailout sits uneasily with 4,793 bankers and 

traders each receiving more than $1million in 

bonuses. And how can our local bank justify 

charging 19.9% EAR on overdrawn balances when 

paying me a fraction of one percent when in the 

black. Perhaps if we all withdrew our money from 

no-notice accounts on, say, 5
th
 November, interest 

rates might become more equitable.     

 

It was interesting to hear that whilst police were busy 

with their speed camera at Latchmoor, others were 

busy around the corner cutting off and removing the 

ornate cast-iron lampposts at the Ruffwell car park. I 

was also disappointed that the police were not at 

Latchmoor on the day that the idiot driving a blue car 

overtook a convoy of us in the restricted section. 

 

I find our English language fascinating. If something 

is unpopular we invent or discover a new name for it, 

and that solves the problem. This is not a new 

phenomenon. I first realised it was happening when, 

following a nuclear accident at Windscale in 

Cumbria in 1957 the site was renamed Sellafield. 

Perhaps that wasn’t so bad because the area had been 

previously known as Sellafield. Today a Bank’s bad 
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debts are called impairment provisions; printing 

money is known as quantitative easing, detention for 

6 years without charge or trial is termed 

extraordinary rendition and blanking out details on 

MP’s expenses becomes redaction. These weasel 

words sound almost desirable! 

 

And finally, having been a lifelong lover of Rugby 

Union and believing it to be the last bastion of fair 

play, recent revelations over “blood” substitutes have 

disappointed me. I now have to look for another 

“sport” that has not been corrupted and ruined by 

sponsorship and big money!  

Commentator 

 

 

Women’s Institute 
 

It was nice to see two new faces at our August 

meeting. Those present were shown how to make 

Marzipan Fruits of various colours and shapes. 

 

Nobody was seen to eat the finished fruits but what 

happened on the way home may be another story! 

 

 

 

 

 

Sybil Tulloch won Flower of the month and Jane 

Sleep won the competition for a fruit object. 

 

Sylv Gregory 
 

 

 

Charity Number 229868

 

Thorverton and District History 
Society 

 
DEVON RECORD OFFICE 

 

Brian Carpenter, Archivist, and Catherine 

Weston, Outreach Officer, hosted the Society’s 

Saturday morning visit to Devon Record Office. 

Some members of our group felt quite at home, 

having spent many hours, or is it days, 

researching family and local histories, but for 

most it was our first visit. The building, in 

Bittern Road, Sowton, started life as a BT 

distribution depot, but with the help of Lottery 

funding re-opened as the Devon Record Office in 

2004. It exists to collect and preserve the 

historical records of Devon (including copies of 

Focus!) and to make the records available to all 

who wish to study them. 

 

The sheer scale of the building impressed us; the 

public research room of lofty proportions is 

equipped with large cushioned research tables 

and cabinets of microfiche and associated 

viewers. Adjoining this room are 10 strong-

rooms over two floors and extensive drying and 

conservation facilities. Microfiches of Parish 

Registers, etc. are often the primary research 

tools used by members of the public, providing 

quick convenient access to a vast quantity of 

information, whilst allowing the prime 

documents to remain in safe storage. 

 

We entered one of the huge temperature and 

humidity controlled strong- rooms, housing 

millions of carefully catalogued documents 

ranging from Parish Records to Quarter Sessions 

and Crew Lists of Devon Registered Ships to 

Late Bishop’s Transcripts. Whilst most of us 

listened intently to our guide it was noted that 

one or two members absented themselves 

amongst the banks of space efficient Compactus 

moveable racks - no doubt utilising this rare 

access opportunity to satisfy their curiosity. 

Bishop’s Transcripts of Cornish Parishes seemed 

strangely misplaced until we were reminded that 

the Bishopric included Cornwall until 1812. 

 

The large well-equipped Conservation Studio is 

rated amongst the best in the country, able to 

restore and conserve a wide range of documents 

and maps to a high standard. 

 

The final part of our visit included time viewing 

a selection of documents relating to Thorverton, 

including drawings of the earlier Thorverton 

Bridge and Parish Council minutes, wherein the 

Council in 1905 responded to a GWR request for 

an allowance under the Poor Rate Assessment 

and Collection Act 1869 in respect of the Station 

Masters House, thus –  “ …Council were of the 

opinion that it is inexpedient and contrary to the 
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interest of the Parish to accede to their request.”  

Such a nice refusal! 

The School records give a wonderful 

commentary on village life over recent centuries, 

recording “Dec 5 1892 – Jan 9 1893 School 

closed on account of scarlet fever in village”, 

whilst for 12 November 1941, a report on the 

inspection of the children’s gas masks by Mr J 

Edworthy and Head Teacher (ARP wardens) 

remarked “Only about 3 or 4 were defective” 

      

           Barrie Phillips 

 

 

Cheriton Fitzpaine and District 
Ploughing Match and Produce 
Show, 20

th
 September 

  
Come and see……..even better… enter a general 

produce class and have a bit of fun seeing how your 

handiwork or cookery compares to the competition.  

Adults and children invited.  You don’t need any 

previous experience of competitions and we even 

appeal to novices - so if you have never entered 

before but feel like having a go – contact us for a 

schedule and entry form to find a class to suit you. 

 

For anyone who has never experienced a ploughing 

match it really is a great, rural, family day out for all 

ages and this year it’s being on Sandford’s door step 

- a must for the diary this autumn.  The annual event 

this year is being held at Sturridge Hill (up past the 

school) by kind permission of Mr Munday and 

family of Town Barton, Sandford, commencing at 

9.30am on Sunday 20
th
 September 2009.   

 

This year’s event is extra special as we have two 

pairs of heavy horses ploughing in action which is 

always a great attraction in itself.  Visitors can also 

enjoy spectating a wide range of tractor ploughing 

together with some vintage machinery displays 

which are simultaneously judged. The show and 

produce show is judged in the morning, after which, 

all exhibits along with the results will be on show to 

visitors.  The rev Catherine Carlyon will lead the 

blessing of the plough service at 4pm, the ploughing 

winners and produce cup winners are announced and 

followed by the draw bringing the day to a close. 

 

  

There will be refreshments available on site along 

with a few stalls and an organised draw.  Entry is £1 

per person with under 16s free and on purchasing a 

programme you will be entered in the lucky number 

hamper draw.   

 

The produce show hopes to attract even more entries 

to all the classes this year.  We would like to invite 

everyone to have a go at entering a class for a bit of 

fun – or as many classes as you fancy as there’s no 

limit.  

 

Classes 40 – 83 are general classes, open to anyone 

(entry fee 50p per class) covering things like a man’s 

birthday cake, a floral arrangement in a card, 

mounted photo titled ‘sporting event’ and even  

longest runner bean. 

 

*Classes 84 – 101 are junior classes with all entries 

being FREE.  So if you would like your children to 

do some activities during the summer holidays try 

making an animal from fruit and vegetables or design 

a CD cover or make a firework safety poster or paint 

a paper plate and enter it into our competition with a 

chance to win an extra bit of pocket money. 

Entry fees for these classes (classes 13 – 81 are 50p 

per entry) 

*Ages for each particular entry do vary and are 

specified on the schedule.   

 

 

For a copy of a schedule and or further information 

please contact the secretary, Mrs Julie Davie on 

01363  772309 or by email to  

juliedavie@hotmail.co.uk. 

  

 ** All entries close Wednesday 9
th

 September 

2009, no late entries accepted. 

 
 

Allotment News 
There will be a barbecue for all allotment holders 

on Saturday September 12th from 5pm at the 

allotments.  Please bring your own food, drink  

and seating, but a large BBQ will be provided - 

though if  you have a portable BBQ also that 

would be useful . 

  

The Annual Meeting will be held on Monday 

October 12th at 8pm in the Exeter Inn Skittle 

Alley.  This is open to all current allotment 

holders and anyone who is interested in taking 

on an allotment. There will be a general 

discussion and we will be pleased to hear all 

mailto:juliedavie@hotmail.co.uk
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suggestions. After the short meeting we will 

have a "pot luck" supper - please bring a plate 

of (cold) food for the communal table. 

  

Finally - there are now several allotments 

available if anyone is interested. Please contact 

the Parish Clerk for information. 

  
Mary Ette 

 

 

Nature Notes 
 

I ended my last ‘Nature Notes’ with the promise of a 

discussion on moths and the moth and bat event at 

the Millennium Green. To make sure we knew what 

we were to do for the Thorverton moth and bat event, 

Lin Balkwill and I joined a moth trapping event at 

Halsdon Devon Wildlife Trust woods, near Dolton at 

the end of May. It turned out to be one of the best 

moth trapping events the leaders of the group have 

undertaken, 90 species identified including two 

rarities, a Scarce Merveille du Jour, and two Alder 

Kittens. 

 

The Thorverton event ended up with two working 

‘Skinner’ type moth traps built by Alan Balkwill. 

Thanks go to Turner Roofing for the use of their 

generator, and Barrie Phillips for lending us an 

inverter. Adam came along with two bat detector 

machines, which the children enjoyed carrying 

around and picked up the frequency call of 

Pipistrelle bats, our smallest and most common bat. 

The moths identified up to midnight when we packed 

up were Common Swift, Snout (2), Buff Ermine, 

Flame, Willow Beauty, Flame Shoulder, Muslin 

Footman, Buff Arches(2), Lackey (2), Yellow 

Underwing, Peach Blossom (2), Pale Tussock, and 

Green Carpet.  

 

Jane Lane has seen two Humming-bird Hawk-moths 

in the village. Ken & Elspeth Holmes at Drill House 

has been inundated with day flying Oak Eggar moths 

and has rescued a couple from the spiders. There 

must have been a female Oak Eggar in the vicinity 

releasing pheromones sending the males into this 

frenzied flight. My neighbour Alan brought me a jar 

containing an insect that had been found by Tony 

Vooght. Although customers at the Exeter Inn 

searched through John Mann’s insect book the little 

creature could not be identified. I was hopping up 

and down with excitement because I knew it was a 

wingless female moth, something I’d never seen. 

There are several moth species whose females are 

wingless and this one was a Vapourer moth. By 

coincidence my sister has had an infestation (at least 

100) of Vapourer caterpillars that have stripped her 

Pyracantha bush of all its leaves.  

 

On 24
th
 June I walked down the garden and heard a 

familiar tacc tacc. I stood still and out of the tree 

foliage emerged a female Blackcap shortly followed 

by her mate carrying a beak full of insects. I watched 

where they went, typically in undisturbed dense 

undergrowth, so I could not see a nest. The Blackcap 

is capable of raising two broods between May and 

July, so later on I will try to find the nest which is 

made mainly of dried grass and roots woven into a 

basket with a soft lining. 

 

At 6am on a lovely sunny morning on 25
th
 June I 

watched a fox carrying a limp bunny, run through the 

sheep in the ‘Country Fair’ field. Mary Whiteside at 

Raddon Barton regularly sees foxes in her garden. 

One day she watched a young fox walk up to her bird 

bath and defecate in it! 

 

 

Chris Packham on one of the Spring Watch 

programmes said that if a Sparrowhawk is regularly 

hunting in a garden then you have a healthy bird 

population. That is certainly the case in our garden. 

In the summer months I think the garden birds have 

an early warning system, namely the House Martins 

and Swallows who make a distinctive warning call 

and who home in on hawks. When I hear the call I 

look to where the hirundines are congregating and 

can usually spot a Sparrowhawk or Hobby. When the 

alarm call is raised all the birds who are feeding in 

the garden flee to nearby bushes. On 12
th
 July a 

Sparrowhawk flew into the garden and disappeared 

into a small fir tree. Moments later out it came and 

hopped onto the top of the rabbit hutch giving us an 

excellent view of this female bird.  

 

Later the same day a hen House Sparrow was 

perched on a small branch above our fish pond. She 

was making such a racket we took notice. There was 

a group of House Sparrows in the hedge above her 

including young ones and the scene reminded me of 

Meerkats. My husband Jeff joked that the Grass 

Snake must be about and with that a Grass Snake 

came sliding down the wall of the pond and across 

the wire mesh that protects our fish from the fisher 

Heron. We have had several visits from the three foot 

long Grass Snake. It doesn’t mind too much being 

stroked but on one occasion it brought its head 

around as if to strike. My daughter and I have stroked 

it, as have a few visitors.  
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I continue to monitor Great Spotted Woodpecker 

visits to the garden and observe their behaviour. 

When the alarm is raised that a raptor is about the 

woodpecker will shuffle around the peanut feeder so 

that it is positioned between the feeder and the tree 

i.e. it has its back to the tree. There it will remain at 

rest, occasionally turning its head until danger has 

passed. The woodpecker will also cling to a 

Cordyline trunk this way, and one day a woodpecker 

was clinging to a trunk and the garden was destitute 

of birds and I guessed a Sparrowhawk must be on the 

hunt. I walked out the door forgetting all about the 

woodpecker and the sight of me caused it to move. 

Immediately a Sparrowhawk landed on the bird bath 

then flew up into the Cordyline and out shot the 

woodpecker. On 17
th
 August at about 8.20pm we 

were sat in our conservatory when something 

smacked into a bottom pane of the door. Outside a 

Sparrowhawk was tottering to and fro until it 

regained its composure and flew off probably with a 

bit of a headache. 

 

The Green Woodpecker is making itself noticed 

hereabouts with its loud cackle. This bird has been 

observed in gardens at Raddon. This year Spotted 

Flycatchers have nested on one of the window ledges 

of the church, successfully raising a brood. I have 

seen one Spotted Flycatcher perched on the railings 

that border the Recreation Ground. Wayne Chudley 

at Cleaves Close reports his shed nesting Swallows 

have raised two broods this year. Of a total of ten 

chicks nine have successfully fledged.  

 

There is to be another moth and bat event at the 

Millennium Green on 26
th
 September. National Moth 

Nights is on 18/19 September and this clashes with 

the plays in the Memorial Hall and of course lots of 

mums and dads will be watching the plays. So hence 

we will hold a local moth event the following 

Saturday and we would like lots more children to 

come along. Prior to 18/19 September Butterfly 

Conservation and Atropos will be releasing marked 

moths (dot of coloured paint) in an attempt to 

investigate moth movements within the British Isles. 

It is hoped these marked moths may be trapped by 

moth recorders during 18/19 September. 

 

The week starting from Friday 25
th
 September is said 

to be warm weather (from the Biodynamic book I’ve 

previously mentioned in Nature Notes.) It also says 

the 26
th
 and 27

th
 September and 1

st
 and 2

nd
 October 

are favourable for sowing winter cereals!      

 

Jenny Garne  

 

Brampford Speke Garden Club 
News  
 

Our next talk will be held on the 21
st
 September 

when Nick Baker will be giving a slide show called 

“From BC to Alaska and Back.”  The final talk of the 

year will be on 19
th
 October when Daniel Harvey 

will be giving a talk called “Growing and Showing 

Vegetables.”   

 

At our annual Flower Show next year there will be 

classes for children held separately from those of the 

adults in order to make it fairer.  There will be a 

children’s photographic class called “Holiday 

Memories” and the two adult classes will be 

“Shadows” and “A Gardener at Work.”  So get your 

cameras out and see what you can come up with. 

 

New members are always welcome to our talks and 

further details are available from me on 861205.  

 
 

Ros Rowlerson 

 

 

Cadbury Charity Family Fun Run 
and Walk 

On Saturday 12th September, the 24th 

Annual Cadbury Charity Family Fun Run and 

Walk will take place. As is customary, it will start 

and finish at Fursdon Coach Hall and registration 

will take place from 2.00pm for a start time of 

2.30pm.  

The route is similar to last year at approximately four 

miles. It crosses some of Mid-Devon's fantastic 

landscape, goes through woods and fields and you 

will enjoy (weather permitting!) extensive views to 
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Exmoor and Dartmoor in the distance and to the 

Sidmouth Gap on the south coast.  

Drinks will be available en route and there will be 

refreshments to welcome hungry fun runners back at 

the end of the race. The entry fee will be £5 for over 

16s, £2 for children, pre school children are free and 

last but not least £1 per dog! In addition participants 

are encouraged to accumulate individual sponsorship 

either for you (or for your dog!) 

The nominated charities this year will be Cadbury 

Church and Devon Crimebeat, an organisation 

supported by David Fursdon during his tenure as 

High Sheriff. It is a worthwhile initiative aimed at 

encouraging young people to develop crime 

prevention and community safety projects, as well as 

becoming valued and respected members of their 

community. More information can be found at 

http://www.devoncrimebeat.org.uk/  

Given the 750th Anniversary year for Fursdon we 

want to make this year’s Fun Run bigger and better 

than ever so please spread the word to as many 

people as possible and encourage your friends to join 

you. 

We look forward to seeing you on Saturday 12
th
 

September!  Directions to Fursdon can be obtained 

from the Fursdon website http://www.fursdon.co.uk  

James and Amy Greig 

 

Thorverton Amblers Ramblers 
and Trampers 
 

An overview of Graeme Culshaw’s fabulous 

Dartmoor walk:-  

 

‘On August 15 I had volunteered to lead an 8.75-mile 

walk on Dartmoor. As it ranks somewhere between 

the R and T of TARTS, and the morning was rather 

cloudy in Thorverton, I wondered how many TARTS 

would turn up. I was pleased when 7 of us, Ray, 

Jean, Julia, Maggie, Caroline, Pat and myself set out 

for the start of the walk at South Zeal. 

 

The walk followed a suggested route in the June 

edition of Trail magazine. The start point was the 

12the century Oxenham Arms Inn in the centre of 

South Zeal. The initial part of the walk was through 

the delightful woods of Belstone Cleave following 

the River Taw up to Belstone. 

 

We were then onto the moor proper at Belstone 

Common, along a wide path until just after the 

Irishman’s wall where we veered off to cross a ford. 

Why should there be an Irishman’s wall on Dartmoor 

was the obvious question posed. To which 

unfortunately I didn’t have answer. Please see 

http://www.legendarydartmoor.co.uk/Irish_wall.htm 

for an answer. 

 

Before reaching the top of Metheral Hill the 

consensus view was for the lunch stop. We had 

experienced some great views despite the somewhat 

cloudy weather but over lunch the cloud cover 

descended to the tops of Little Hound Tor, our next 

objective and I had not yet found the two tall 

boundary stones, which marked out our route. I was 

wondering whether to just retrace our steps but as the 

cloud lifted a little I decided to go on. A wise 

decision as soon after we started off again the 

boundary stones came into view and the cloud lifted 

for the rest of the walk. 

 

As we were approaching the ridge near Little Hound 

Tor we could see a succession of strange two-legged 

creatures moving rapidly across the horizon. When 

we got nearer we discovered they were cross-country 

runners heading in the Cosdon Beacon direction. 

Rather them than me. 

 

Our walk then involved following several boundary 

stones and then using compass bearing to find our 

way across Throwleigh Common to reach Blackaton 

Brook. We could then follow the brook down to the 

delightful Shilley Pool, which is described in the 

route instructions as one of the moor’s finest wild 

swimming spots. Indeed one family was doing just 

that. 

 

The route said to cross Blackaton Brook either at or 

slightly above Shilley Pool. The rocks across Shilley 

Pool were rather slippery, but I didn’t think would be 

problem, at least not until I lost my footing and 

slipped in! Others made it safely across until Maggie 

decided to follow her leader’s example. Thus two of 

us spent the mile or so walk back into South Zeal 

trying to dry out! 

 

All safely returned to our cars after a fine day out. 

Well done everyone. 

 

The four travelling in our car decided to complete the 

walk back to the start point, not wanting to miss out 

on the “summer madness” offer of Bay’s at £2 a pint. 

Why has John Mann not had this offer?’ 

 

http://www.devoncrimebeat.org.uk/
http://www.fursdon.co.uk/
http://www.legendarydartmoor.co.uk/Irish_wall.htm
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Future walks and events: 

 

Saturday 5
th

 September: 

Led by Jim. 

 

Tuesday 8
th

 September:  

8pm – meeting at The Exeter Inn to plan the rest of 

the year’s walks and the Christmas meal. 

 

All walks meet outside The Bell at 0930, and are 

suitable for dogs unless otherwise stated. Walk 

details (length, gradient, lunch information etc) will 

be displayed approximately a week before the walk 

in the Old Post Office Window and on the village 

noticeboard. If you would like to be included on the 

email list contact Jean (861176) or Caroline 

(861002). 

 

T.A.R.T.S. weekday walks: 

           

Forthcoming dates will be posted in The Old Post 

Office Window and sent to those on the email list. 

 

- local walks (between 2 & 4 miles) 

- well-behaved dogs welcome (but please 

check beforehand re. stiles) 

- meet promptly opposite The Bell Inn  

Thorverton 

 

We’d really welcome offers to lead walks. If you’d 

like to lead one then please contact;  

 

Heather 860419 or Jean 861176 
 

 Caroline Prince 

TADS 
 

Fopr its next production T.A.D.S  will be 

presenting 5 short plays  on September 18th and 

19th at the Memorial Hall at 8pm.  Each play is a 

comedy of sorts and we have linked them 

together loosely under the title "The Waiting 

Game".  

 

Each play involves "waiting" in one form or 

another. Alan Ayckbourn's "Between 

Mouthfuls"  and Peter Climie's "Peter 

Patter”  are both  set in restaurants, the former 

featuring  Ayckbourn's  usual warring couples, 

observed by the "invisible" waiter.  "A Talk in 

the Park", again by Ayckbourn concerns 5 

characters at different stages of their lives 

"waiting" for someone to listen to their troubles. 

  

In the second half of the evening, "Heaven's 

Waiting Room"  by Gary Diamond is a modern 

take on who goes "up" and who goes "down", set 

in the 21st century office of Gabriel, the Boss's 

right hand man, with some interruptions from 

Spode the Devil's assistant. Finally, "The 

Doctor's Surgery ", by local writers, is set in the 

waiting room, where a new resident to the village 

learns some unpleasant truths about the area 

before seeing the doctor..... 

 

Hope to see you there. T here will a bar and a 

supper is included - what more you could you 

want for an evening out in the West End - of 

Thorverton.   See below for details: 
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Golf Society Players of 
Thorverton 
 

Sunday 28
th

 June 2009 

 

A good sized group of Spotters turned out for June’s 

Sunday event at Newton, including two guests from 

Scotland who enjoyed their contest with the course. 

With the weather to everyone’s liking, spirits and 

expectations were high. 

 

Winner for the day was Geoff Bulley with 20 points 

compiled one shot after another and attracting a 

handicap execution of 1.5 shots. Second place was 

shared between Max Sercombe and visitor Owen 

Fraser with 18 points each. Par golf par excellence. 

 

The Mounted Club for shortest drive of the day went 

to Irene Fraser. Despite that she took on the long 

course womanfully and also refused to be 

intimidated by the banter flowing around, mainly in 

bravehearted attempts at a Scottish accent. 

 

The Annika Trophy for bringing up the rear went to 

debutant Paul Beese, although it was still good 

enough to get him into double figures. Not having 

swung a club for many years this was a steady round 

that promises more to come. Those who saw his chip 

onto the 9
th
 immediately recognised a pair of old 

hands at work. 

 

The Donnay-Y Trophy was awarded for one of those 

silly little incidents that please the mind of yer 

average golfer let alone a Spotters mind. On the 8
th
 

there is a warning bell made by Capricorn 

Engineering one lunch time some years ago and 

placed so that golfers on the tee can be informed that 

their way is clear. A clanger is provided but on this 

day Andy French decided to dispense with its use, 

preferring to sound the “all clear” by clobbering the 

donger with a thinned 6 iron shot that sent the ball 

straight at the bell end. 

 

Handicap grants were given to Scott Hasler (0.5) and 

Jim Chappelle (0.5) both of whom have had much 

better days. 

 

Friday 10
th

 July 2009 

 

Another in a run of poor turn-outs for the Friday 

event with just four Spotters and a guest making the 

cut. The promise of variable weather did not deter 

these hardy souls and a good competitive and chatty 

round was enjoyed. 

 

Worthy winner was David Harlow with a fine 21 

points composed of three gross pars and six net pars.  

A very solid round of golf that only had him chirping 

when he lost the honour for the 9
th
. No eagles, no 

missed two’s, just well done! 

 

Runner-up was Jim Chappelle with 20 points 

including a four pointer on the first, a great way to 

start a round. Jim also earned the Donna-Y Trophy 

by declaring he donna y he couldna’ sunk a 40 foot 

putt sooner. It was this putt that removed the honour 

on the 9
th
 from the winner. Stunning stuff! 

 

The Mounted Club for shortest drive went to guest 

Graham Cumes for what wasn’t really that short a tee 

shot on the par 3 6
th
. The Annika Trophy for tail 

gunner was won in a canter by chairman John Mann 

who had one of those days he rarely suffers. His 

mind, he claimed, was elsewhere. Mmm! Perhaps it 

was the three layers of winter woollies that got in the 

way. 

 

Handicap changes saw David Harlow chopped a 

solid 2 shots (now down to 16) and Jim Chappell 

(1.5) while John Mann retrieved half a shot to put 

him up to 21 again. There’s a song there somewhere. 

 

Sunday 26
th

 July 2009 

 

Sadly, another poor entry with only four players 

chancing their arms. It was decided to make it a four-

ball better-ball match-play event with the “H’s” team 

of Dave Harlow & Scott Hasler defeating the “inn-

keepers” team of Ken Galvin & John Mann, 2 up. 

 

Friday 14
th

 August 2009 

 

Because of the lack of support for the Friday events 

this was the last for the time being although a more 

than usual six players turned out for another two-

team event, this time a stableford affair. On the first 

three holes one score, the best, counted, the middle 

six holes two scores counted and for the final three 

holes all three scores had to count. If nothing else it 

focussed all six minds. 

 

The winners were Paul Beese, Geoff Bulley and 

Dave Harlow with 34 points against the 32 of Mark 

Cummins, Andy French and John Mann. The Donna-

Y Trophy was awarded to Dave Harlow as he 

regretted allowing his third shot to the 1
st
 come to 

rest inches from the three meter vertical drop into the 

pond. Suffering from a dislike of heights and vertical 

drops it gave great pleasure to his partners to watch 

him trembling and fidgeting as he prepared to duff 
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his chip onto the green. However, a solid five was 

recorded. 

 

The only handicap change was in the wrong direction 

as far as Geoff Bulley was concerned, being cut to 16 

after a solid 21 point contribution. 

 

Match-Play Knockout 

 

The annual knockout competition is nearing its end. 

Sixteen players started out in hope in early summer 

(ie just before breakfast that day!) and have now 

been whittled down to the last two. The semi-finals 

saw Dave Harlow squeeze past John Mann after 

extra holes while Scott Hasler saw off Geoff Bulley 

by a very comfortable 4&2. This means a new 

champion is in view. 

 

Coming events: 

Sunday 13
th
 September, Spotters v Beer Engine. 

More names are needed please to complete the team 

of ten. Meet at The Exeter, 10.30am. 

Sunday 27
th
 September, usual gathering at 10.30am 

in The Exeter. 

 

GS Potter 

 

 

Thorverton Post Office  
The Village Car Park, Thorverton, EXETER, EX5 5NG 

01392 860455 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

August was a quiet month but there were still times when we wished we had more space for our (orderly?!) 

queues, which often crop up just before closing. The postman collects everything at 5.15 pm, so please come by 5 

pm to be sure of finishing your transaction in time. 

Did you know? 

 We get a payment even if you use Post Office Ltd website or phone any of the advertised numbers in our 

leaflets to buy any products. Just quote our branch number: 2165198. 

 If you bank with one of our partner banks, you can carry out quite a lot of transactions at the post office, e.g. 

withdrawing cash, paying in cheques and/or cash, obtaining a balance. Every transaction gives us a 

payment. 

 British Telecomm has renewed its contract with Post Office Ltd, so you can still pay your bill over the 

counter. There are many other bills that can also be paid like this. Just look for a bar code, and if there is 

one, the chances are that we can process it and receive yet another payment.  

 The more transactions we do, the more payments we receive and the more likely it is that we will continue 

to operate. 

 

We will be at the September Saturday market with information about our services and to try to answer any 

queries. Please be prepared to write down your question  we may need to do some research! 

 

 

Allison Toogood,  Subpostmistress 

 

OPENING HOURS 

MonFri  9.001.00 pm  

(including Weds) 2.005.30 pm 

 Saturday 9.0012.00 noon 
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Poetry 
 

Highland Fever (with acknowledgement to John Masefield) 

 
I must go up to Scotland again, to the lonely mountains and sky 

And all I ask is its tall pines and eagle soaring high, 

And the wild curlews calling - and a deceit of lapwings falling; 

And to see an osprey fly. 

  

I must go up to Scotland again, when the purple heather spreads 

And all I ask is the blue sky above and blue harebells nodding heads; 

And a fleecy white flock grazing - and a sight really amazing, 

Of deer, by a noble stag led. 

  

I must go up to Scotland again and breathe by its shining lochs 

And all I ask is a kitted piper - and ballads sung by true "Jocks" 

And autumnal red rowans glowing - and red highland cattle lowing 

And a rainbow of colours on rocks. 

 

Doreen Beer 

The Royal British Legion of Devon 
Rally and Dartmoor Military Heritage 
Weekend 
  

The Royal British Legion of Devon will stage its 

2009 County Rally on Sunday 13 September at 

Okehampton Battle Camp.  

   

This event, held every 2 years, is taking place during 

the Dartmoor Military Heritage Weekend of 12 and 

13 September. A large attendance is expected at both 

the Heritage Weekend and the Rally from the ex-

Service community of Devon as well as 

representatives from the many branches of the Royal 

British Legion across the county and the general 

public. Attractions include how the Military look 

after Dartmoor, a fitness trail, laser rifle ranges, 

climbing walls, a display of vintage military vehicles, 

demonstrations by the Army and Air Force Cadets, 

the opportunity to meet regular soldiers of the Army 

and Royal Marines, bands, models, free fall and a 

guided walk on the moor each day at 2 pm.    Parking 

and entry are free, and refreshments are available in 

the NAAFI. Children are particularly welcome with 

plenty of things to see and do.  

   

Visitors will also be able to learn how the money 

raised from the annual Poppy Appeal is spent on the 

welfare of ex-Servicemen and women and their 

families.  This is yet another occasion for the people 

of Devon to show their support and appreciation of 

the Armed Forces, past and present, and particularly 

for those who are currently involved in combat 

operations in Afghanistan.  

For further information see www.dartmoor-

ranges.co.uk.

The Exe Valley Wildlife Watch 

Group 

“The Dormouse” 

on Saturday, 19
th

 September 2009 

                      
Meet at The Exe Valley Tea Shop at 

10.30am for art activities and 

information.  

The meeting finishes at 12.30pm. 

For further details phone Sue Satchell 

01392 841785 
 

Although our meetings are aimed at 8 – 12 year 

olds, parents and younger siblings are always 

welcome to stay. Please ensure that children 

wear suitable clothing and footwear for outdoor 

meetings. We welcome feedback on the 

suitability of activities for your children and will 

do whatever we can to make as many meetings 

as possible accessible to all.  

http://www.dartmoor-ranges.co.uk/
http://www.dartmoor-ranges.co.uk/
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Twenty-five Years Ago 

From Focus of September 1984 

 

They Haven’t Got No Noses, The Fallen Sons Of 

Eve –from the Dog Quoodle. 

 

It’s been a bad year for scents in the garden because 

although hot dry days bring out the perfumes in 

flowers and herbs, a dry atmosphere makes them 

much more difficult to perceive. Indeed, in 

absolutely dry air, sniffing is pointless as the nose 

can only detect water soluble odours. 

The ability to recognise infinitely small amounts of 

air-borne matter was one of the earliest informative 

senses developed by land animals and is a 

specialised type of taste, much more accurate in 

distinguishing differences and able to deal with 

extremely small amounts. Like most senses, man is 

better with some scents than others, and despite the 

opinion of Dog Quoodle quite good at it. 

We can easily detect as little as 

0,000,000,000,000,071 of an ounce of Musk and it 

needs about 12,000 times as much Polecat to affect 

us. 

What most of us scent can activate our early 

memories very strongly and quickly; in myself the 

sniff of stale beer means school! No reflections on 

my tutors, but an early school was adjacent to a 

brewery and when the windows were open and 

empty casks were being washed out, the classroom 

had a sort of hangover fug. The expression “led him 

by the nose” clearly shows the importance of the 

nose and it being in the front of animals, for safety, 

early information is vital. 

It is common knowledge that when we have a “cold” 

or severe catarrh, the sense of smell is impaired. 

Although many products are sold that claim to 

eliminate (bad) smells, they can only do so by 

removing the smelly substance, there is no known 

air-borne matter that can either change a smell or 

sufficiently dull one’s perception; in water however 

it has been discovered that the inky cloud of sepia 

that frightened cuttlefish eject towards their enemies, 

not only blinds them but nullifies their olfactory 

organs-posh description of noses. 

Most male animals are lured into marriage, or at least 

a temporary liaison, through their noses; from the 

earliest times ladies have sought to enhance their 

other attractive attributes by adding flower and 

animal scents; rancid butter is said to turn men on 

from the Gobi to the Sudan deserts. One giant had 

other uses for his nose “I smell the blood of an 

Englishman”. 

Many of us could tell with our eyes shut whose 

friend’s home we were in and different types of 

merchandise are characteristic of shops. Whereas we 

may somewhat reluctantly pause by a knacker’s yard, 

both we and the Bisto Kids respond with pleasure to 

the sniff of good cooking. Although the cynical 

ladies will say “a way to a man’s heart is through his 

stomach”, they know better when they ensure an 

attractive aroma to their cooking. 

Another aspect of the greater importance of smell to 

sight is that most carnivores react more strongly to 

scents than visual objects. Primitive men become 

aware of fear in others through odours usually given 

off in cold sweats, even though the object may well 

put on a bold face; an aggressor’s scent is also 

detected, hence-I smell danger.  

Martin Sanders     

 

Thorverton at Work 

No. 1 Sunnybrook Cider 
 

Ivor Banks, local painter and decorator, lived in 

Thorverton for many years and can still be seen up a 

ladder with a paintbrush, just like his father before 

him.   

Some of us will remember when Ivor and Kippere 

had parties in the Bullen Street house; Kipper made 

the cider and Ivor brewed the beer.  Many might 

remember drinking some of the 14 barrels of his 

cider at the Thorverton Show this year (doubtless 

some will not be able to remember! – Ed) – funny 

how times change.  “Smooth, easy to drink”, 

“deceptively gentle” were amongst the comments 

overheard.  But how did all this come about? 

 

“It was the waste of apples that prompted me into 

making cider and I remembered that Bill Ford had an 

old press in his barn.  I asked him and he said that if I 

could find it I could have it.  I found it,” says Ivor.  

That was four years ago and Sunnybrook Cider, 

named after his house in Chilton, is going from 

strength to strength.  He uses a 20-ton hydraulic 

press these days.  Last year Ivor mada 4,500 litres, 

this year he aims to produce 7,000.  He supplies the 

Fire House, the Royal Oak at Nadderwater and the 

Winchester Club in Exeter. 

 

Ivor’s wife, Gayle, is the PR department; she’s the 

one who picks up the phone and sells.  The 

distinctive Adam and Eve labels on the recyclable 

boxes were designed by Ant Barrons, local artist and 

bass player.  Ivor offers the cider while Gayle 

emphasises the low carbon footprint of the cider, 

noting that all the apples come from local orchards 
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and that all used pulp cakes go to the deer farm 

which surrounds their house.  It’s a winning 

partnership. 

 

Funnily enough, Ivor recalls going to into a pub and 

asking for cider only for the barman to 

recommend...yes, it’s Sunnybrook Cider. 

 

“It’s not very scientific,” smiles Ivor, “I just like 

making and drinking cider and one day I won’t be 

able to climb ladders any more...” 

 

Jane Ristic in conversation with Ivor Banks 

 
 

 

   

The Exe Valley Film Society 
 

 
 

Our next film is: 

“The Age of Love” 
on Thursday, 24th September 2009 

7.30pm for an 8.00pm start. 
Bring a glass and a bottle of your choice. We 

provide the popcorn. 

For further information please phone Mary or 

Emma 840072     ~   Sue 841785    ~    Roger 841765 

 

 

 

Come and enjoy a “Crafty 

Breakfast” and help raise funds 

for future improvements to 

Brampford Speke’s Village Hall 

Saturday, 26th September  
9.30 – 11.30am 

 

 
 

To book your table or for further information 

phone Sue Satchell 01392 841785 or Gwen Seale 

01392 841609 

 

Exeter Inn Cricket Team at the annual pub cricket tournament 
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The Garden in September 

 

 
Pat Brooks 
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Thorverton Parish Information  
(Please notify any changes to the Editor.) 
 

AIR AMBULANCE EMERGENCY - QUOTE NATIONAL GRID REFERENCE 

RECREATION GROUND – Sheet 192 SS 923019   MEMORIAL HALL FIELD – Sheet 192 SS 926019 
 

Bus services              See inside back cover 

Carers' Support Group Anne Higman, Wyndham House Surgery, Silverton.   860034. 
     Meetings - 3rd Wednesday of month, Wyndham House, 2.30-4.30 p.m. 

Church (C of E)   The Revd. Douglas Dettmer, The Rectory, Thorverton.  860332 

     The Revd. Sue Sheppard, Associate Minister, Autumn Haze, Rewe, 01392 841284 
     The Revd Hilary Dawson, Assistant Curate, The Vicarage, Stoke Canon, 01392 841928 
     Mrs Linda Dalton, Administration Manager, 07594 714590, linda.netherexe@btinternet.com 
 Church Wardens Peter Colebrook, Ockero, Thorverton.  861019.  
     Edwin Greed, Fortescue, Netherexe.  841231. 

 Consort   Mary Thomas, 1 The Glebe, Thorverton.  860730. 

 P.C.C. Treasurer  Jean Brown, Rydal Cottage, Bullen Street. 861176. 

 Friends of Thorverton Parish Church Trust   Emmie Aird, Kirkfoard, The Berry, Thorverton. 

Church (Baptist)  The Revd. Maurice Harrison, 01884 258599. 
    Secretary Phyllis Langdon,  860932.  

Services, notice board or Focus. 

County Councillor  Cllr. Mr. M. Lee.  01363 772671. 

District Councillor  Cllr. Mr. R. M. Deed.  01392 861258. 

Doctors     Dr  Jon Wride & Lynne Anderson / Drs Stead, O’Brien & Ziegler. Surgery 
times: see below. 

Electricity (Western Power) Report a loss of power: 0800 365 900   Bill Enquiries: 0800 365 000 
      Street lights 0870 556 1851  

Friends of Thorverton & Silverton Surgeries    Christine Walker,  881501 

Gas Emergency   0800 111999 

Leonard Trust   Chairman: R Hughes. Secretary: Mrs. E Hughes, 3 Dinham Mews, Exeter EX4 4EF 

Library (Exeter Mobile)      EVERY WEDNESDAY, 2.55pm to 3.15pm  in the Quarry Car Park 

Newspaper Reporter (Express & Echo)   Jane Ristic, 53 Silver Street, Thorverton.  860054 

Parish Council Chairman Cllr. Michael Ayre,  

Parish Clerk    Mrs Kate West, Great Pit Stables, Silverton.  861560. 

Parish Council Meetings 2nd Tuesday of month, at The Memorial Hall, 7.30 pm. 

Parish Allotments  Contact the Parish Clerk - 861560 

Parish Council Notice Board  Situated in School Lane, opposite the Thorverton Arms. 

       IMPORTANT!- PLANNING APPLICATION NOTICES ARE DISPLAYED HERE. 

Pension Service  PO Box 93,  Plymouth  PL6 5WJ.      0845 60 60 265 

Police    Central Switchboard 24 Hours:  0845 2777444.  

Post Office Portacabin (TCT Ltd)  Quarry Car Park, Thorverton  EX5 5NG.   860455 
     Mon. to Fri :  9 am.-1.00 pm.,    2 pm.– 5.30 pm.  
     Sat. : 9 am.-12 noon      Sun.  9 am - 10.30 am for newspaper sales only 
     Business Manager:     Jill Blewett, Faircop, Jericho St, Thorverton 
     Chair and Company Secretary: Heather Kershaw, 25 The Glebe, 860419 

Public Telephone Kiosk Opposite the Church, outside the Bell Inn, Dinneford  St. 

School (C of E Primary)  Head Teacher: Tania Markham   860374. 

School Governors  Chair: Clive Hamblin 
     Clerk: Jane Ristic, 53 Silver St.  860054 

School P.T.F.A.   Chair: Deishan Luffman, North Barn, Raddon, Thorverton. 860016 
     Secretary: Pippa Grace, 861292 
     Treasurer: Di Baker, 860426  

South West Water  24 Hour Emergency: 0800 169 1144.           Helpline: 0800 169 1133. 

Thorverton Millennium Chair: Dame Margaret Turner-Warwick, Pynes House,  

  Green Trust Silver Street  861173     Hon. secretary: Shirley Hoole. 

Thorverton Rural Services Association Chair: Alan Turner, 860164 

Tiverton Volunteer Centre 28, Gold Street, Tiverton  EX16 6PY.  Judy Seymour, 01884 255734. 
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Thorverton Organisations 
 

Amateur Dramatic Society     Chair: Simon Ette, 861349 
  Secretary: Tori Elston, 881969 
  Meetings - Last Wednesday of each month at the W.I. Hut. 

Art Group  Barrie Phillips, Crossmead, School Lane, Thorverton. 860529  
  Meet Fridays during term-time at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 am-12.00. 

Arts Exchange Claire Cousins, Cubberley House, The Berry. 860438. 
  Monthly meetings in members’ homes at 8.0 pm. (see Diary) 

Association Football Club  Chairman: Andy Harris, 01392 851664 
  Secretary: David Gregory, 2 The Orchard, Brampford Speke, 841803. 

Bridge Circle Graeme Culshaw, 3 The Glebe, Thorverton 860203.  
  Meets 1st/3rd/5th Fridays at the W.I. Hut from 7.00 p.m.. 

Brownies’ Leader Hannah James, 0789 403 7133. 

  Meet Fridays during term-time at the W.I. Hut, 5.30-7.00 pm. 

Church Flower Club Meetings as advertised. 

Cricket Club Chair: Charles Kislingbury, Arley House, 19 Church St, Silverton.  860270 
     Secretary: M C Denford, 14 Moorlands, Tiverton EX16 6UF 01884 255076 
  Fixture Sec: J Meredith, 190 Mincinglake Rd, Exeter EX4 7DS 01392 272504 

Focus Magazine Chair: John Carter, Rewe.  841237 
  Editor: Neville Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062. 
  Secretary: Jane Lane, 2 The Glebe, Thorverton. 861062. 
  Treasurer:  Barbara Uglow, 14 Cleaves Close, Thorverton. 860614. 
   Focus deliveries – John Carter, Rewe.  841237 

Friends of Silverton & Thorverton Surgeries 

  Coffee Mornings in The Royal British Legion Club, Silverton 
  held on the LAST THURSDAY of every month except December.  

Golf Society Players of Thorverton Care of Exeter Inn, 01392 860206 

History Society Chair: Bill Stamper, Dunelm, Raddon, Thorverton. 860214 
      Programme Secretary  Beryl Coe (860876) 

   Minute Secretary  Marion Crang (860754) 

Ladies Group Meet 2nd Thursday of month,  (Venue and time - see Focus Notices). 

Memorial Hall Committee  Chair: Mr Mike Shelton. Fir Tree House, Bullen Street. 861027. 
  Treasurer: John White, Waters Ford, Milford Lane. 860827. 
  Secretary & Bookings:  Jean White, Waters Ford, Milford Lane. 860827. 

Memorial Hall Market 2nd Saturday of the month, at the Memorial Hall, 9.30 - 11.00 am. 

Playgroup  Contact: Laura Samuel (Chair) 861496. 
  Mon 9.30am-12pm, Tues/Weds 9.30am-12pm & Lunch Club 12pm-1pm,  
  Thurs 9.15-11.45am; 12.45pm- 3.15pm & Lunch Club 11.45am-12.45pm. during term-time, at Memorial Hall. 
Thorverton Ambling, Rambling and Tramping Society (TARTS) 
  Contacts : Caroline Prince 07749 775304 or Jean Brown 861176 
  See notices of walks in Old Post Office Window Bullen Street. 

Toddler Group Contact : Nic Fice 860318. 
  Wednesdays, during term-time, at the W.I. Hut, 9.45 a.m.-11.45.  

Rainbows  Contact Jean Pearn  860105, Penny Fice  861136,  
  Term-time, Tuesdays  4-5 pm at the W.I. Hut. 

Royal British Legion Chairman / Hon. sec:  Bill Stamper,  Dunelm,  Raddon, Thorverton. 860214 
  Hon. Treasurer: Emmie Aird. 

Women’s Institute Secretary: Susan  Maguire    01392 860631 
  Bookings:  Susan Maguire    01392 860631. 
  W.I. Meeting. 1st Tuesday of the month at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 
  Whist, 3rd Tuesday of the month, at the W.I. Hut, 7.30 pm. 

W.I. Market & Coffee 4th Saturday of the month at the W.I. Hut. 10.00 am. to 11.00 am. 
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Doctors’ Surgeries 
 

THE EXE VALLEY PRACTICE 
 

Dr JON WRIDE and Dr LYNNE ANDERSON 
 

 The Surgery, The Berry,   The Surgery, 3 Coach Road,  

 THORVERTON EX5 5NT  SILVERTON EX5 4JL 
 Tel: 01392 860273 (24 hours)  Tel: 01392 860176 (in surgery hours) 
 Fax: 01392 860654  Fax: 01392 861598 

www.exevalleypractice.co.uk 

Surgery Hours 
 

Mon. 2.30  -   4.30    Mon.     9.00  - 11.00  
Tue. 3.30  -   5.30             Tue.      9.00  - 11.00  
Wed. 10.30  - 11.30   Wed.     3:30 -    5:30   
Thu. 3.00  -   5.00               Thu.      9.00  -  11.00  
Fri. 9.00  - 12.00               Fri.        3.00  -    5.00 
 

The Surgeries are OPEN at the following times 

 
Mon.   8.30  - 12.45  &  2.00  - 6.00               Mon.      8.45  - 12.30 
Tue.    8.30  - 12.45  &  2.00  - 6.00               Tue.      8.45  - 12.00 
Wed.   8.30  - 12.45  &  2.00  - 5.00             Wed.        3.00  -   6.00 
Thu.    8.30  - 12.45  &  2.00  - 6.00        Thu.          8.45  - 12.30 
Fri.      8.30  - 12.45  &  2.00  - 4.00         Fri.           2.00  -   6.00 
 

REPEAT PRESCRIPTIONS  (Monday – Friday)   Please note that 48 hours notice is required for ALL 
repeat prescriptions.   Repeat Prescription line:    01392 861622 
 

 
 
 
 

 

WYNDHAM HOUSE SURGERY,  Fore Street,  SILVERTON,  EX5 4HZ 
Telephone 01392 860034                   www.wyndhamhousesurgery.co.uk 

Dispensary Hours:     Monday to Thursday:     09.00 – 13.00  &  14.00 – 18.00 
                                   Friday:                            09.00 – 13.00  &  14.00 – 17.00 

Please note The doctors are happy to speak to you on the phone instead of an appointment. Please 
request this from reception when you telephone. 
 

 Dr Jonathan STEAD Dr Anthony O’BRIEN Dr Emma ZIEGLER 

 
Monday 09.00 - 11.00 08.30 - 10.30   
 15.30 - 17.30 15.00 -  17.30      

Tuesday 09.00 - 11.00 09.00 -  12.00     
 15.30 - 17.30 15.00 -  17.30      

Wednesday 09.00 - 11.00  09.00 - 11.00  
 15.30 - 17.30  15.00 - 17.00   

Thursday  09.00 - 12.00 09.00 - 11.00  
      

Friday 09.00 - 11.00 09.00 - 12.00 09.00 - 11.00 
 Alt. weeks *15.00 - 16.00 Alt. weeks   
  (Urgent cases only)*      
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Bus services 

Turner’s Tours / Carmel Coaches (bus 678)  Mon-Fri. 10.09 from The Berry and the Baptist Chapel.  

Return 13.35 from Exeter bus station, Stand 5. 
 

Stagecoach (service 55B) Mon-Sat (except Bank Holidays)  

To Tiverton  07.54 (07.57 on Saturday), 08.55, 10.40, 12.40 14.40, 17.40, 18.20 from The Berry and Broadlands.  

Return from Tiverton bus station. 07.25, 09.30, 11.25, 13.25, 15.15, 18.30. 
 

To Exeter 07.53, 09.57 (10.02 on Saturday), 11.52, 13.52, 15.42 (15.52 on Saturday), 18.55 from The Berry and 

Broadlands.  

Return from Exeter bus station. 07.30, 08.30, 10.15, 12.15, 14.15, 17.15, 17.55  
 

Stagecoach 55 service runs every half-hour in each direction along the Exeter-Tiverton road, stopping at the 

Thorverton turn (the Ruffwell).  Please consult Stagecoach 55 Group timetable for details of this service. 
 

 

Stagecoach free service to Somerfield’s, Broadclyst, from Broadlands on Tuesdays 14.00. 
 

Stagecoach offers a variety of concessions for regular commuters, shoppers, children, students and jobseekers as 

well as one-day unlimited-use Explorer tickets. Further details from Stagecoach: 01392 427711 or 01803 664500 

or www.stagecoachbus.com or www.devon.gov.uk/devonbus. 
 

Devonbus Timetable Information: call Traveline  0870 608 2 608  Timetables available at the Post Office 

 

 

 

 

101 Uses for Focus:  
No. 1 A mouse catcher - With thanks to Rob Purvis for this picture of a mouse brought in by his cat. 
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Diary 2009 
Please notify FOCUS Editor of additions or changes. 

(Email: focusonthorverton@yahoo.co.uk or phone Neville Lane on 861062) 
 

 

 

SEPTEMBER 

Tue 1
st
 WI Meeting 7.30 p.m. Members’ evening 

Thurs 3
rd

 Arts Exchange, Intrigue at Stable House, 8.00pm 

Fri 4
th
 Thorverton Art Group term begins, Memorial Hall, 9.30am 

Sat 5
th
 Devon Open Studios, 17 Silver Street Thorverton and other locations across Devon (until 29

th
) 

Tues 8
th
 TARTS walk-planning meeting, Exeter Inn, 8.00pm 

Thurs 10
th
 Thorverton Church Consort practice, 7.45 pm (see Notices for dates of other practices) 

Sat 12
th
 Saturday Market, Memorial Hall, 9.30-11.00am 

 Cadbury Charity Fun Run and Walk, Fursdon House, 2.00pm registration 

 Allotment-holders’ barbecue at allotments, 5.00pm 

Sat 17
th
 Table-top Sale, WI Hut, 10.00-11.45am 

Fri 18
th
 The Waiting Game by TADS, Memorial Hall, 8pm 

Sat 19
th
 The Waiting Game by TADS, Memorial Hall, 8pm 

Sun 20
th
 Parish Church Harvest Service, 10.00am 

Fri 25
th
 History Society, Ancient Textiles, WI Hut, 7.30 p.m. 

Sat 26
th
 WI Market/coffee 10.00 a.m. - 11.00 a.m. 

Sun 27
th
 Baptist Church Harvest Service, 11.00am 

Mon 28
th
  Baptist Church Harvest Tea, 4.30pm, and Concert, 6.00pm 

 

 

OCTOBER 

Sat 3
rd

 Curry Night, Memorial Hall, from 6.00pm 

Tue 6
th
 WI Meeting, The art of weaving, WI Hut, 7.30 p.m 

Thurs 8
th
 Arts Exchange, Animals at Pynes House, 8.00pm 

Mon 12
th
 Allotment Holders’ Annual Meeting, Exeter Inn, 8.00pm 

Sat 17
th
 WI Tabletop 10.00 a.m.- 11.45 a.m. 

Fri 23
rd

 History Society, Dartmoor Pubs, WI Hut, 7.30 p.m. 

Sat 24
th
   50/50 Auction, Memorial Hall, 6.00pm (viewing from 5.00pm) 

 WI Market/coffee 10.00 a.m. - 11.00 a.m. 

 

NOVEMBER 

Tue 3
rd

 WI Meeting, Card making, WI Hut, 7.30 p.m. 

Sat 7
th
 Children in Need Craft & Gift Market, Memorial Hall, 12.00 - 4.00 p.m. 

Thurs 12
th
 Arts Exchange, Humour at Cubberley House, 8.00pm 

Sat 21
st
 Christmas Shopping Trip to Bath, 9.00am 

Fri 27
th
 History Society, St Stephen's Church, Exeter, WI Hut, 7.30 p.m. 

Sat 28
th
 WI Market/coffee 10.00 a.m. - 11.30 a.m. 

 

DECEMBER 

Tue 1
st
  WI Meeting, AGM, 7.30 p.m.  

Thurs 9
th
 Arts Exchange, Ending at Campion Cottage, 8.00pm 

Sat 19
th
  WI Market/Coffee 10.00 a.m. - 11.00 a.m.  

 


